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JETSTAR SUSPENDS TSANG URGES ACTIVISTS

CNY MACAU-DA NANG ROUTE TO ‘RETREAT FROM CLIFF’
ENTRIES Jetstar Pacific Airlines is The perpetrators of violent clashes
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CHINA A nationalist
newspaper says
American politicians
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actions following a

unanimous bill approval

by the Senate to _

rename the plaza in

front of the Chinese D
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BRAZIL The Zika
outbreak and its
suspected link to
microcephaly set

off calls for Brazil to
loosen its near-ban on
abortion, and that has
brought a backlash,
particularly among
families with disabled
children, who are taking
to social media to say
all babies have a right
to be born.
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Cat poisoni
association c

Renato Marques

Agroup of cats found dead
at the ‘Montanha Russa’
Garden in Macau stirred up
outrage on social media after
pictures were published onli-
ne. The cats were reportedly
poisoned: something that,
according to the President of
the Society for the Protection
of Animals, Macau (Anima),
Albano Martins, “is quite fre-
quent” in Macau.

“Areas like Flora Garden and
Guia Hill are on the top of the
list of the locations where this
happens frequently,” he told
the Times.

Martins rejected the idea
that the cats might have been
poisoned by the rat poison
that the Civic and Municipal
Affairs Bureau (IACM) uses,
since that poison is not strong
enough to Kkill a cat. “So, it
must be that someone delibe-
rately did it.”

Anima’s head blames “the
lack of a real and updated law
to protect animals,” recalling
that the current law dates
from 1975 and establishes
only a small fine as penalty
for people caught killing ani-
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administrative regulation to
at least regulate the cases of
cruelty while a complete law
has not yet been drafted.”

In his opinion, “there is no
reason to not do this, since it is
very simple and needs only the
approval of the Chief Executive.”

“We drafted that regulation.

mals, ranging from MOP20 to
MOP200.

Martins commented that
other cases of animal abuse
have arisen recently, inclu-
ding one where “a dog was
beaten almost to death and
then thrown out of a car.”

The organization suspects
that “the animal was to be ea-
ten by a group of five men from
mainland China who were also
responsible for beating it up.
They just did not manage to
do it because someone saw
and alerted us to it.”

“It is becoming an increasin-
gly common practice in Ma-
cau due to the increase in the
number of people who come
from China and are used to

AP PHOTO

these habits, and because the-
re is no law to protect the ani-
mals from this,” Martins said,
recognizing that “it is not easy
to create a law in a short pe-

riod of time that really covers
all the situations.”

Mr Martins recalls that “Ani-
ma, more than three years
ago, issued a proposal for an

We categorized all the aspects
of cruelty and took into consi-
deration the law from another
country, namely Singapore.
We did all the work; we even
had it done in Chinese, Por-
tuguese and English and de-
livered all that to the govern-
ment, but there were no deve-
lopments [that might lead to
the creation of] the law in the
short term, which we do not
believe will happen, at least
not this year for sure,” he said.

“But we will not give up
and we will strive at least for
cruelty to be penalized. We
will once more send a newly
updated version to the secre-
tary within the coming week,”
Martins concluded.

Canidrome closure tops Anima’s concerns

HE closure of the Canidrome is still
on the top of the agenda for Anima,
Albano Martins says. To back the propo-
sal, Anima has the support of “an inter-
national collaboration of more than ten
organizations, together with another few
hundred in China,” he said.
“What we are doing is blocking
from every possible way the export of

Entries during CNY increase

by 4.7 percent

CCORDING to
the data from the
border crossing points
made available by the
Public Security Police
Force (PSP), the num-
ber of people entering
the territory between
February 7 and 12 was
not far from reaching
the one million mark
(908,247).
In comparison to the

XINHUA

same period last year,
the figures show an in-
crease of 4.7 percent.
Wednesday (February
10) and Friday (Fe-
bruary 12) registered
the largest movemen-
ts of people across the
borders, with a record
number of 182,878

entries on Wednes-
day.

These figures, in con-
trast to those from
the Macau Govern-
ment Tourism Office
(MGTO), do not inclu-
de only tourists, but
are also made up of
non-resident workers

and students. Howe-
ver, it is not expected
that the numbers from
the MGTO will differ
by much since during
the relevant period
many of the region’s
companies and all
schools were on holi-
day break.

greyhounds to Macau from every pos-
sible source. We have already blocked
Australia, New Zealand and Ireland. Our
only concern now is the UK, but we are
working on that with the local organiza-
tions, namely the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (RSP-
CA), that will help us in our goal,” the
Anima president said. He added, “For

GAMING

about two months, the Canidrome has
not been able to import any dogs! It has
all been blocked, including through the
airlines like Qantas, Cathay Pacific and
Malaysian Airlines, which will not allow
any transport of this kind.”

“If the government does not make this
decision, we make it on our own and
through our own means,” he concluded.

Melco reportedly installing
face recognition technology

ELCO Crown has reportedly ins-

talled special face recognition te-
chnology to prevent banned individuals
from re-entering its casinos. German
biometric firm Cognitec developed the
system, calling it FaceVACS-VideoScan.
It is capable of detecting people’s faces in
live video streams and comparing their
faces with images stored in a database.
Security staff are then alerted when a
banned individual is detected, thereby
potentially preventing casino losses and
deterring criminal activities.

According to a statement on Cognitec’s
website, Stephen Meltz, Managing Di-
rector Asia Pacific, said: “Melco Crown’s
security team welcomed Cognitec’s te-
chnical specialists to work determinedly
toward the completion of these projects.”
“We are proud to deliver the first system
of its kind in the casino market [in Ma-
cau],” he added.

The implementation of the new systems
comes at a time when Macau’s gaming-
related crime is on the rise. A total of
1,553 related crimes were committed in
2015, representing a more than one-third
increase over the previous year. Accor-
ding to local police reports, most of these
occurred inside casinos.

FaceVACS-VideoScan will be used to
prevent the entry of undesirables — such
as criminals. Gaming addicts that vo-
lunteer their identity for so-called “auto
excluded” lists may also be detected and
prevented from entering the premises.

The South China Morning Post pub-
lished a report on Saturday stating that
Melco Crown “steps up security against
banned customers with facial recognition
technology.” The Times contacted Melco
Crown yesterday, but the report could
not be verified by the gaming operator’s
representatives by press time.
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Renato Marques

sal by the Secretary
for Social Affairs and

- ACANEmy of Medicine’

it does not gather full consensus

dical training facility — the
Academy of Medicine — “will
not solve the problems of the
territory in the short term,”
according to Rui Furtado.

The surgeon and former pre-
sident of the Association of
Macau Portuguese Speaking
Physicians admits he does
not know the full extent of the
project that, in his opinion,
should be considered more as
an “idea, for the moment.”

Dr Furtado thinks that the go-
vernment’s idea is to create a
similar project to the one cur-
rently existing in Hong Kong,
which besides offering medical

dd

Macau does
not have a
Faculty of
Medicine
and is totally
dependent
on external
training
providers.

training also functions as a pro-
fessional association.

“It is definitely something
MARIO EVORA  ambitious for Macau,” says

the professional, adding that
the importance of the aca-
demy justifies the “involve-
ment of the whole communi-

Physicians’ salaries deemed insufficient

HE Secretary for Social Affairs and

Culture, Alexis Tam, recently said
that “the salaries of physicians in Macau
are too low,” and that this is contribu-
ting to the difficulty in “attracting talen-
ted individuals from abroad to Macau”
in this field.

Two physicians interviewed by the Ti-
mes share the opinion that embarking
on a career in medicine “needs to be
carefully considered.” According to
Rui Furtado, “Medical staff have a very
specific function in society and their
job cannot be fitted easily onto a salary
scale like any other.” In his opinion,
“the government should decide, based
on its importance and value to society,
a fair price for that job and apply it ac-

TRANSPORT

cordingly.”

Mério Evora agrees with this sentiment
and says, “the medical profession should
be removed from the general scale used
for public servants and have its own, like
what happens with judges or teachers at
the University of Macau.” He added that
“the way that it is now, [the profession]
will not be able to attract good profes-
sionals to work in Macau. We need to
elevate the standards and widen the re-
cruitment base,” he said.

Rui Furtado stated: “When compared
to Hong Kong or Australia, the salaries
are definitely low.” He gave the example
of the neighboring SAR, in which “a few
years back a head of service would earn
around MOP60,000 [per month in Ma-
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ty and under the direction of
highly competent people, with
the scientific and pedagogi-
cal council to be comprised of

cau], while in Hong Kong the same po-

sition would pay around HKD100,000.”

Furtado concluded by saying, “On the
day the government decides that they
want to have excellent professionals
from Hong Kong working here, they
will come! But for that, the government
must remunerate them well.”

A human resources specialist operating
in greater China said that a “Head of Ser-
vice Doctor” working in Macau currently
earns a little over MOP100,000, while
someone holding a similar position in
Hong Kong earns approximately doub-
le that (a little less than HKD200,000)
and a doctor working in mainland Chi-
na in Beijing or Shanghai earns around
RMB133,000.

people from different areas.”

Dr Furtado thinks that this
“idea” has not yet reached the
“project” stage and that it “will
take a long time to put this
[Academy of Medicine] to work
as it is needed.” He suggests
that “in the short term, the go-
vernment should establish coo-
peration protocols with Hong
Kong institutions that have
good reputations to commence
this formation process.”

Maério Evora, President of the
Macau Cardiology Association
and on the board of directors
at the Macau Public Hospital
(CHCSJ), said that the future
academy is a way for the terri-
tory to “fulfill some of its needs
in terms of specialists.” He
pointed out that “Macau does
not have a Faculty of Medici-
ne and is totally dependent on
external training providers in
terms of resources in this field,”
adding that “these professio-
nals come from various places
around the world. Some are
foreigners, others locals who
went abroad to study and then
returned to Macau, and we
need to have a way to integrate
their knowledge and practices.”
Evora commented that “the
ideal solution would be to have
a local Faculty of Medicine, but
that would take too much time,
so this academy can work as a
first step toward that [Faculty
being established] in the fu-
ture, I hope.” He is in favor of
the creation of the academy as
a way to “promote and elevate
the quality of medicinal practi-
ce in the territory.”

Like Furtado, Evora also su-
pports the idea that the gover-
nment should “conceive of a
routine structure in that field
that can boost the start of the
academy.” For that purpose,
he suggested the University
of Lisbon’s Faculty of Medi-
cine, “since it is an institution
that already has its modules of
academic teaching and resear-
ch perfectly tested.”

parking, is aimed at re-
gulating the use of public
parking, and alleviating
the pressure caused by a

23 percent more abandoned cars in 2015

N 2015, 4,830 vehicles

that had either been
abandoned or had their
registrations canceled
were removed from pu-
blic roads, according to a
Transport Bureau (DSAT)
statement.

This figure represents a
year-on-year increase of
23.3 percent when compa-

red with the same period
in 2014. The bureau also
stated that it will continue
to perform this task in or-
der to ensure the optimal
use of public parking faci-
lities, and pointed out that
owners who would like to
cancel the registration of
their vehicles should go
to the service counters of

DSAT and complete the
necessary formalities. A
failure to comply with the
regulations will result in
fines of MOP3,000.

DSAT explained that the
enforcement of this mea-
sure, together with the
enforcement of public car
park management and
the fight against illegal

lack of parking facilities
in the territory felt by
many local residents.

At the same time, DSAT
also advised vehicle ow-
ners to pay, on time, the
“annual road tax.” The
bureau also reminded
them that regardless of
where the car is parked,
the penalty for paying the
tax late is three times the
original tax payable.
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Jetstar to implement
one-month suspension
ang route

of Macau-Da

ETSTAR Pacific Airlines
is suspending flights be-
tween Macau and Da Nang
between February 22 and
March 26, according to cus-
tomers of the low-cost carrier.
The airline reportedly told
customers that it is canceling
all scheduled flights because
of “operational reasons,” but
would ensure that affected
passengers are repaid in full.
The Civil Aviation Authori-
ty of Macau told Radio Ma-
cau that they have not recei-
ved any official notification
from the carrier, and the
information that they did
receive made no mention of
the period of suspension or
the reasons behind it.

Under the current rules,
airlines are not required to
justify the suspension of
operations.

In 2014, Jetstar suspended
flights between Macau and
the Vietnamese capital, Ha-
noi, less than three months

AD

Times

after the company launched
the daily trips. The route was
suspended following safety
concerns due to escalating
violence against Chinese
nationals in Vietnam in re-
lation to territorial issues in
the South China Sea.

Later that year, a represen-
tative of the Macau Interna-
tional Airport Company Ltd
(CAM) told the Times that
the route would “be re-laun-
ching soon.” The carrier con-
tinued to list the Hanoi route

on its webpage but search
results indicated no availab-
le flights. The route has since
been removed.

According to the company’s
website, the remaining di-
rect flights between Macau
and Vietnam are to the cities
of Hai Phong and Ho Chi
Minh. However, search re-
sults revealed no availability
at any time, indicating that
the carrier may no longer
be operating these routes ei-
ther. Staff reporter

STATISTICS

SMEs credit rebounds

ENDING approved by local banks for new small and medium-sized

nterprises (SMEs) rebounded in the second half of 2015. According

to statistics released by the Monetary Authority of Macau, the approved

credit limit totaled MOP20.6 billion, up by 14.5 percent from the first half
of the year, but down 17.9 percent from the same period last year.

As at end-December 2015, the outstanding value of total SME loans in-
creased by 2.3 percent from end-June 2015, or 11.3 percent from a year
earlier, to MOP66.7 billion.

When compared with end-June 2015, SME loans to “non-monetary
financial institutions”, “restaurants, hotels and similar activities” and
“construction and public works” increased at respective rates of 51.5 per-
cent, 14.7 percent and 11.4 percent, whereas those to “wholesale and retail
trade” and “manufacturing” dropped by 18 percent and 10 percent res-
pectively.

The utilization rate, defined as the proportion of outstanding credit ba-
lance to the credit limit granted, dropped 3.5 percentage points from six
months ago to 61.2 percent.

At end-2015, the outstanding balance of delinquent SME loans increa-
sed by 87 percent from six months ago to MOP366.2 million. Compared
to a year ago, the balance has grown by 168.5 percent.

NEW LOANS CONTINUE TO RISE

NEW APPROVALS of residential
mortgage loans (RMLs) and com-
mercial real estate loans (CRELSs)
increased in December 2015, as did
their respective outstanding balances.
For the month of December, the num-
ber of new RMLs approved by Macau
banks increased by 104.3 percent over
November to a value of MOP5 billion.
As much as 99.4 percent of these loans
were extended to residents. The value

of resident loans increased by 98.3
percent, driven by other loans granted
to enterprises in the territory. Accord-
ing to statistics released last week by
the Monetary Authority of Macau, the
non-resident component soared by
317.8 percent, which the Monetary
Authority attributes to the low com-
parison base in the previous month.
New RMLs increased by 34 percent
year-on-year.
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A-MA TEMPLE

Gov't calls on heritage staft
to prioritize electrical safety

HE government has

announced plans to
conserve and restore parts
of the A-Ma Temple pavi-
lion and relics that were
damaged in a accidental
fire that occurred last week
during the Chinese New
Year celebrations.

In a statement, the go-
vernment said that it is
highly concerned about
the incident — believed to
have been caused by an
electrical fault — and that
the government calls on all
owners, managers and sta-
ff members at Macau’s he-
ritage sites to ensure close
attention is paid to fire and
electrical safety.

The statement also indi-
cated that the government
would offer its complete
support to the temple’s ma-
nagement during the resto-
ration process by providing
a thorough fire safety ins-
pection of the site, assisting
with the safeguarding of its
architectural structure and

The inside of the temple sustained extenswe damage

offering consultative advi-
ce for the works.

Last week a government
inspection of the damaged
site, undertaken by the
Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC), revealed that the ini-
tial restoration work might
take two to three months.
However, it was estimated
that it could be at least one
year before the structure is
fully repaired and the inte-
rior restored.

Other experts and engi-
neers, such as those from
the Macau Institution of
Electrical and Mechani-

cal Engineers (AEEMM),
conducted further damage
assessments at the A-Ma
Temple, uncovering faults
in the site’s electrical sys-
tem that may have been
responsible for the out-
break of the fire.

A lead engineer in the
inspection told TDM that,
worryingly, basic safe-
ty standards were being
overlooked.

“The size and use of
some metal wires was not
thought through. Calcu-
lation of circuits was not
even made. The possibi-

lity of a faulty situation
was not considered,” said
Lei Chi Chio, a member of
AEEMM. “[Temple mana-
gement] should take Bei-
jing’s palace museum as a
reference and have regu-
lar maintenance inspec-
tions conducted every five
years.”

The fire, which broke out
at the World Heritage Site
in the early hours of Wed-
nesday morning, resulted
in severe damage to some
of the pavilion’s interior,
including an altar, some
wall plaques, and wooden
furniture.

According to the IC, the
statue of the Goddess
A-Ma — regarded as the
item of the greatest histo-
rical value in the damaged
pavilion — suffered no ma-
jor damage. Additionally,
the damaged portions of
the pavilion including the
main beams, walls and
roof can all be comfortably
repaired. Staff reporter

Haze causes trouble
for maritime and air
transportation

The screen of dense fog that has been hovering over the
region the last couple of days has brought problems for
both air and maritime transportation. The effects of the
haze were felt most intensely on Friday (February 12),
leading the Marine and Water Bureau to implement
restrictions on maritime traffic, namely by establishing
a one-way traffic system at all ferry piers from about

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. on that day. This protective measure
caused delays that in some cases exceeded 30 minutes.
The fog also affected the air traffic in and out of Macau,
especially on Friday afternoon. This resulted in detours
for at least four flights, which were forced to land at
neighboring airports, and delays for at least seven other
flights that were scheduled to take off from the local
airport.

Run to the top of Macau
Tower attracts 600

3 As part of the
e N

" by

celebration activities
for the Lunar New
Year in the territory,
a long-distance run

- to the top of Macau
qﬁ i Tower took place
yesterday morning.
A group of about 600 runners participated in the event,
which included a 4,000-meter road run before the
participants climbed 1,298 steps to the 61st floor of
Macau Tower. As for the results, the winner of the men’s
category was Gi Ka Man from Hong Kong with the total
time of 22 minutes and 43 seconds. In the women’s
category, the win was awarded to Macau runner Hoi
Long, who completed the distance in 26 minutes and 15
seconds.
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,

Dir. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Nie Fu Zhong
Dr. U Chong 5an, Dr. Lei Chin Chong,

PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING, — Boginar e
- i rEas rgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING .

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr, Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery
Paediatrics : Dr. Leung Ping Maurice, Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Or. Lam U Lin

Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine : Dr. Lam Kun Kuan
Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

: Dr.Yeung Chung Kwong

We translate +10,000 words a day

Cardiology :

Dr. Leong Man Kin
Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong
: Dir. Ning Siu Kei Eric, Dr. Chan Wai Han
Chan Lai U Joey

Contact: Ms Juliana Cheang
Email: juliana@ktranz.com.mo
Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

Anaesthesiclogy
Dietitian :

o5 14 & 15 Andar, em Macau

Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, MACAU SAR

n & PH closed
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For Rent

One Oasis ,Tower 9, Unit
A

[Ref: 15110548)
1325sq. ff. HKD 13,500

Pina Court the newast building in One
Oasis. Good size 2 bedroom apartment,

Newly fumnihed. Excellent club locilities

One Central, Tower 7, Unit

E Macau

(Raf: 15090533)

1,300q, . HKD 24,000

Prernier Apariment Building. Central
Location. Bright & Airy. MNewly fumished /
Colour Palate Grey Bhues, White & Yellow,
Meodern Fitted Kitchen, galley style.
Avalloble from December 201 5. Nenwly
fumished. Excellent club facilifies.

For Sale

La Baie Du Noble

(Rel: 15090541)

3,700sq. ft. HKD 45,000

Fabulous spacious hwo terace duplex
Asian contemporary fumished apartment
fer rent In Mocau. The terrace s
completely surounded by a beautifl
view with a some greanery which includes
patio flumiture and grill for entertaining.
Lots of suniight. It's includes: 3 on suite
master bedroom, one office room, 4
bathreoms, Maids reom, Laundry raom
washer and dryer, Good size kitchen with

Manhattan F Unit, Central
Taipa

[Ref: 150905324)

1.720q. f. HED 21,500

Large master bedroom with en suite
bathroom. Two guest bedrooms [one
single & one double). Eoch bedroom has
plenty of free standing storage.Cpen plan
Iving / dining raom. Galley style modem
kitchen with bullt white goods, Small
laundry balcony. Resort style focilities; lap
pool kids pool, kids.

[

H Unit in Gladiolus Court,

Hellene Gardens
(Ref: 11115275)

2,530sq. ft. HKD 11.8M
Rate: HEDE, 6645 ft

Unigue opportunity o purchose o
completely renovated & remodeled duplex
apartment in Hellene Gardens. Plumbing,
electrcs and flooring throughout have been
completely replaced. Reverse cycle Daikin
air condifioners throughout Twe side by sice
parking spaces. 2 Car Parks Included in

price.

Office: (853) 2835 2699

Jou Fai Kuok, 5t Pauls

Ruin's Macau
[Ref: 15075447)

£275q. i, HED 3.98M
Rate: HED 4,347sq ft

One bedroom apartment in Herlage
Ared of Macau, A five minute from the
Ruing of 5t Pauls. Rencvated 3 years ageo.
Good sive master badroom with build in
wardrobes. Modem shower room with
build in vnder countar cabinat. Wedl
equipped kitchen, $ shaped living /
dining areaq with small nook for desk.

Email: Info@JMLProperty.com

PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +853 2835 2699

Tai Nin - Macav
(Ref: 15090534)
850sq. f1. HKD 8,500

Lovely fumikhed one bedroom apartment
near Senado Square, Bright open planned
living reom, dining reem and kitchen.
Greal size double bedrooms built in
wardrobe in bedroom. Fourth floor of @
walk up bullding very close to cafes, shops,
banks, bus stop, a unique chance to ve

in Central Macau.

Lakeview - Macavu

(Ref: 15080524)
2.950q. It. HED 25,000

Bright and spocious 3 bedrooms, with
large dressing room, fully filted oir
conditionad kitchen and separate utility
raom. Fully Fumished with a large front
balcony over looking the Mocou tower to
Taipa. Convenient location.

Close to Grand Lsboa and Senado square
Viewings by appointrment only.

Roof Top (Investment

Apartment) - Macau

[Ref: 15055441

799sq. fh. HED 4.993M

Rate: HEDS,250sq ft

Rencvated 5 years ago this apartment
has @ modemn open plan kitchen. The
main floor consists of a goed size double
bedrcom and a separate bathroom, A
wooden staircase leads to the upper
fleor which hos an open area, good for
badroom, office, studio or entertainment
areq, This opariment has o wonderful
private terace with views over looking
Govemment Cffices. Viewing by
appointment only.

Contact Property Consultants Today.

www.JMLproperty.com

One Central - Macau
[Ref: 15050509)
2,200q. ft. HED 28,000

This fumished 3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms
apartrment is bright and spacious with a
large open planned living room)/dining
room. A great location within walking
distance to MGM, Wynn and Mandorin
Criental. Directly inked to the shopping
cantre.

Rent Houston Court
[Ref: 15110549)
T40sq, ft, HED13,500

Sitvated in the heart of the village.

The apartment has a modem open plan
kitchen, dining & Iving areq, good size
master bedraom with built in storage,
separate walk in shower room, second
bedroom has built in cobinets could be a
large office or small double bedroom.

Car Park Space in Chun

Leong - Taipa
[Ref: 15050514)

Osg. ft. HEKD 1.9M
Rate: HED Off,

Car park for Sale.

Asking price : HKD1, 900,000

Juliet Lomaine
[English Speaker) [English Speaker)
T: [853) 4480 7804 T: |853] 4410 2371

Juliet@ ML Prooerty.com Lomaine @JMLProperty.com
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Wynn Resorts shares surge on Vegas
growth, Macau stabilization

WYNN Resorts Ltd. shares jum-
ped after fourth-quarter earnings
beat analysts’ estimates, with revenue
growth in Las Vegas partially offsetting
a decline in the Macau business.

Earnings excluding some items fell to
USD1.03 a share, the Las Vegas-based
company said last week in a statement,
compared with the 76-cent average of
estimates compiled by Bloomberg. Ja-
nuary was the Macau business’s “best
month in a long time,” billionaire foun-
der Steve Wynn said in a post-earnings
conference call.

Wynn Resorts, like other Macau ca-
sino operators, has suffered through
a two-year slump in betting by high-
rollers. Betting revenue in the Chine-
se enclave fell 27 percent to MOP54.8

billion (USD6.8 billion) in the fourth
quarter. Still, that was smallest quar-
terly decline of 2015, leaving some
analysts to suggest the market may be
bottoming out.

Shares of Wynn Resorts surged as
much as 13 percent. Other casino com-
panies shares also rallied, with Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp. climbing as much as
7.3 percent, its highest intraday rise
since Oct. 5, and MGM Resorts Interna-
tional soaring as much as 6.1 percent.
The company is seeing some pickup
in hotel occupancy and stabilization
of some retailers as well as visits to
its Macau casino, said Wynn Resorts
President Matt Maddox.

Shares of Wynn Macau rose 3.6 per-
cent to HKD7.77 at the close in Hong

New 3D mapping show kicks off

HE Macau Gover-
nment Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) kicked off
its 3D mapping show, a
highlight of “Valentine’s

BLOOMBERG

Kong. The other four casino companies
listed in the city also climbed, with
MGM China Holdings Ltd. up 3.4 per-

TAIWAN

cent and Sands China Ltd. up 2.1 per-
cent. The benchmark Hang Seng Index
lost 1.2 percent.

Wynn said he expects the number of
junket operators, which bring in high
rollers to its Macau casino, will drop to
as low as four, about half of the current
number because of weakness in some
operators. Still, there’s no shortage of
wealthy gamblers in China and he ex-
pects to draw them to his casino, the
gambling mogul said.

The company said it’s working with its
contractor in Macau and still hopes its
new casino in Cotai will open on June
25. The $4.1 billion Wynn Palace is one
of three new casinos expected to open
in 2016 from the U.S. based companies
operating in the MSAR. MDT/Bloomberg

Macau, HK, mainland nationals
barred from museum

will be suspended from

the center, as well as four

Day Fantasia 2016 — The
Fairytale of Lights,” with
an opening ceremony at
the Amphitheater of the
Taipa Houses-Museum
on Friday. The program
of events is centered
around Valentine’s Day
and the Chinese Lantern
Festival.

“Valentine’s Day Fan-
tasia 2016 — The Fairyta-
le of Lights,” on display
until February 22, pre-
sents light installations
at over ten locations,
an interactive game and
a 3D mapping show
following a “Cinderella’s
Glass Slipper” theme.
The show is staged from

at the Taipa Houses-Museum

7 p.m. until the last
show at 9:55 p.m. every
night during the afore-
mentioned period. The
story of Cinderella will
come to life in a brand-
new way through an ex-
travaganza of lights.
The 14 groups of light
installations, including
9,999 rose-shaped illu-
minations, will blaze
across the Taipa Hou-
ses-Museum area and

Spectators enjoy the electrical decorations currently on display

the Carmel Parish be-
tween 6 p.m. and 10
p-m. until February 29.
The office said in a
press release that after
the success of its “Ma-
cau Light Festival 2015 -
Journey of Lights” last
December, they have
decided to create ano-
ther lighting event, in
the hopes of enriching
the calendar of festive
activities in Taipa.

s

— Children Dentistry
— Orthodontic Treatment

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

R s

ICQ Oral Health Center

C-'r;- for Q u.\m

ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

— Oral examination and radiology investigation — Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry — Endodontic Treatment

- Periodontal Treatment
- Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
the highest level of infection control.

Website: www.icqoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

OFFICE HOUR: 10:00AM-19:00PM

CrLose oN Sun, Tue anp PusLic HoLiDAY

TeL: (853)28373266

Fax: (853)28356483

RM1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa ComMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

WWW.ICQORAL.COM

IATWAN’S newly
completed Aviation
Education Exhibition

Center will not permit
entry by PRC nationals
(including those from
Macau and Hong Kong)
due to security concerns,
say center authorities, be-
cause it is located inside
Taiwan’s Air Force Aca-
demy, which is part of the
Gangshan Air Base.

The exhibition center
features a UFO-shaped
exterior that is intended
to represent an advan-
ced high-tech aircraft. It
will display a total of 36
decommissioned planes
from the Air Force, Navy
and Army, 19 of which

1. Mail Artist

3. Make up Artist

2. Facial Esthetician

the ceiling. The center
is the first museum in
Taiwan to exhibit histori-
cal aircraft in such a man-
ner.

Among those that are
planned to hang from the
ceiling are an AT-6 fighter
trainer, an F-84G fighter,
a U-3A liaison aircraft
and other planes from
the period between 1945
and 1967 when Republic
of China forces were figh-
ting communist forces on
the mainland.

The museum will also
exhibit three MiG figh-
ters from China that were
flown to Taiwan by Chine-
se defectors, according to

[ el

JOB VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Our company is hiring for the following positions:

* Qualified candidates must be a Macau 1D holder.

* Trained and certified in the Beauty Industry field.
* With strong communication skills, must be able to speak English and Cantonese,
* With minimum of 2 years working experience.

For interested parties, please email us at labelle spa@gmail.com

other planes delivered the
same way. They include
an IL-28 bomber, and
three more MiG fighters.
The new building will
also feature an exhibition
paying tribute to the Re-
public of China’s War of
Resistance against Japan
between 1937 and 1945,
and the subsequent deve-
lopment of Taiwan’s mili-
tary during the Cold War.
According to Taiwan’s
Central News Agency, the
Air Force Academy has
said that it will commis-
sion a private company to
run the 2.8-hectare cen-
ter before it is formally
opened to the public.

AD
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WWw.rcr-macau.com

ELV Systems Specialists
EEMNSER#M

Design & Budgets
EMETHEARE

Project Management

HEEHE

Maintenance & Service

##E 42 F0 AR 75

Risk Assessment & Management

RCR Electronics (Macau) Ltd.

Surveilance Systems

BER#HR

Intrusion Alarm Systems

ABRERRHK

Access Control Systems

EES 5

AV/TV, Telephone & Display Systems
AV/TV, BEERBA TR

Fire Detectection & Supression Systems

deltabridges.com

B L FEE DR =IER:Eab P EN
Survey & Troubleshooting Services Network & Structure Cable
HERMNBEZ B RS RS MBAES MR
PSR KR 2560 E R T £ AW 12488 Avenida Leste do Hipodromo N.S 25-69, Edif. Industrial Fok Tai, 12 Floor "B", Macau
TEL: + (853) 2822 1341 FAX: + (853) 2822 0824 WWW.rcr-macau.com email: contact@rcr-macau.com
new husiness |
opportunities |
are just LS
a handshake away i LvERS
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Airlines in Southeast
Asia may defer plane

deliveries

Kyunghee Park
and Anurag Kotoky

IRLINES in Sou-

heast Asia may need
to push back delivery of
aircraft after a decade of
economic growth and op-
timism about a surge in
air travel prompted them
to order hundreds of jets
from Airbus Group SE and
Boeing Co.

Carriers in the region
that includes Indonesia
and Malaysia are now con-
fronted with challenges
such as overcapacity and
intense competition, Tony
Tyler, chief executive of-
ficer of the International
Air Transport Association,
said in Singapore yester-
day ahead of Asia’s biggest
airshow. IATA is a global
industry body representing
about 250 airlines.

“It's easy to place the-
se orders when times are
looking good. I wouldn’t
be surprised if some of
them are pushed back,”
Tyler said. “I'm sure all
the planning departments
of all the airlines are now
studying their orders in the
context of what the market
is telling them.”

A decade of economic
growth enabled a new
class of first-time flyers
from Vietnam to the Phili-
ppines, prompting a flur-
ry of orders from start-up
budget carriers and legacy
airlines. With budget air-
lines in the region garne-
ring 54 percent market
share, more than twice
the global average, fares
and profitability have de-
clined, posing a challenge

SANDS HANDS OUT FLOWERS TO CELEBRATE VALENTINE’S DAY

Sands China Ltd. celebrated
Valentine’s Day by handing

out hand-carved flowers made
by the Macau Association of
Parents of the Mentally Handi-
capped. This marks the fourth
year that the company has
distributed the flowers across
all of its properties. It does so
as a gesture to express love,
warmth and kindness on Va-
lentine’s Day to Sands’ guests
and visitors, while supporting a
local community organization.

According to a press re-
lease issued by the gaming
operator, the bulk flower pur-
chase benefits association
families whose children are
moderately to severely men-
tally handicapped. “Sands
China engages in initiatives
like this one as a way to su-

to the industry.

While its economy is
slowing, air travel con-
tinues to remain robust
in China, Tyler said. Chi-
na is seeking to shift the
economy away from capi-
tal investment and more
toward consumer spen-
ding, which benefits airli-
nes, Tyler said.

Economic growth in Asia
Pacific is boosting the num-
ber of middle class families,
enabling them to spend
more on air travel. Passen-
ger traffic in the region is
expected to rise nearly 5
percent a year for the next
two decades, and China is
poised to become the wor-
1d’s biggest travel market,
according to TATA.

Airline earnings are set
to increase 10 percent to a
record USD36.3 billion in
2016, helped by cheap fuel
and a growing U.S. eco-
nomy, IATA said in Decem-
ber. For 2015, their profit
is expected to more than
double to $33 billion, from
$17.4 billion a year earlier.
The industry grouping will
revisit its profit forecasts
when it assembles in June,
Tyler said yesterday.

Profitability in Asia lags
other regions, however.
Asia-Pacific operators shou-
1d grow earnings to $6.6
billion in 2016, from $5.8
billion last year, according
to IATA. Average forecasts
for overall profit per pas-
senger of $5.13 in Asia will
remain well behind the U.S.
and Europe, where profit
per passenger is expected to
be $21.44 and $8.80, res-
pectively, according to the
organization. Bloomberg

pport some of Macau’s disad-
vantaged groups. It is part of
the company’s efforts toward
increasing public awareness
and promoting better care for
minority groups in Macau,”
states the press release.

The Macau Association of
Parents of the Mentally Han-

CHINA

Central Bank says no hasis
for continued Yuan slide

HINA'’S central bank go-
vernor said there’s no ba-
sis for continued deprecia-
tion of the yuan because
the balance of payments is good,
capital outflows are normal and
the exchange rate is basically stable
against a basket of currencies, ac-
cording to an interview published
Saturday in Caixin magazine.

Zhou Xiaochuan dismissed spe-
culation that China plans to tighten
capital controls and said there’s no
need to worry about a short-term
decline in foreign-exchange reser-
ves, adding that the country has
ample holdings for payments and
to defend stability.

The comments come as Chinese
financial markets reopen today af-
ter the week-long Lunar New Year
holiday. The country’s foreign-ex-
change reserves shrank in January
to their lowest level since 2012,
signaling that the central bank sold
dollars to prop up the yuan as it fell
to a five-year low. The weakening
exchange rate and declining share
markets in China have fueled glo-
bal turmoil and helped send world
stocks to their lowest level in more
than two years.

“Zhou’s remarks are timely,
filling a void in the market’s un-
derstanding of China’s strategy on
the exchange rate at a critical mo-
ment,” said Tom Orlik, Bloomberg
Intelligence’s Chief Asia Econo-
mist. “Zhou appears to signal that
a shift to a more flexible exchange
rate may go on hold through the
current period of market stress.”

China is committed to making
progress with exchange-rate re-
form during its 13th Five-Year
Plan, relying more on the market
to determine prices, Zhou said in
the interview.

The draw-down of China’s re-

ment

BLOOMBERG

Shares in the mobile pay-
services

serves has continued since the de-
valuation of the currency in August,
with holdings falling by USDg9.5
billion in January to $3.23 trillion,
the central bank said Feb. 7. The
stockpile slumped by more than a
half-trillion dollars in 2015.

“Zhou has effectively ruled out
any devaluation,” said Shen Jian-
guang, chief Asia economist at
Mizuho Securities Asia Ltd. in
Hong Kong. “If they do, it’s effec-
tively acceding to speculators who
want the yuan to weaken further.”

Shen said Zhou’s reference to the
13th Five-Year plan, which starts
this year and ends in 2020, poin-
ts to the time horizon for China to
move toward exchange-rate policy
reforms.

China has no incentive to deprecia-
te the currency to boost net exports,
and there’s no direct link between
the nation’s gross domestic product
and its exchange rate, Zhou said in
the interview. Capital outflows need
not be capital flight, and tighter con-
trols would be hard to implement
because of the size of global trade,
the movement of people and the
number of Chinese living abroad,
Caixin quoted him as saying.

Capital outflows from China are
estimated to have hit $133 billion
in January, the 22nd consecutive
month of outflows from the world’s
second-largest economy, the Insti-

company

tute of International Finance said
in an e-mailed note Feb. 10. Capital
outflows increased to $158.7 billion
in December — the most since Sep-
tember — and were $1 trillion last
year, according to estimates from
Bloomberg Intelligence. That’s
more than seven times the amount
of cash that left the country in 2014.

The PBOC has stepped up efforts
to stem the exodus, warning spe-
culators they’ll be punished. It in-
tervened in the Hong Kong market
last month after the yuan’s offsho-
re exchange rate sank to a record
2.9 percent discount to the onsho-
re rate. Apart from selling dollars,
the monetary authority also gave
guidance to some Chinese lenders
in the city to suspend yuan len-
ding to curb short selling, a move
that contributed to the surge in the
overnight interbank lending rate
to 66.8 percent on Jan. 12, an all-
time high.

The bank will not let “speculati-
ve forces dominate market senti-
ment,” Zhou told Caixin.

The country will not peg the yuan
to a basket of currencies but will
seek to rely more on a basket for
reference, while managing daily vo-
latility versus the dollar, Zhou said
in the interview. The bank will use
a wider range of macro-economic
data to determine the exchange
rate, Caixin quoted him as saying.

“The central bank remains
unwilling to give up its space for
discretion in management of the
exchange rate,” Orlik said. “The
critical tension is between allowing
the market to play a greater role,
and maintaining basic stability in
the exchange rate. As long as it’s
unclear which of those the central
bank gives priority to, the market
may continue to challenge its con-
trol.” Bloomberg

VISA DISCLOSES STAKE IN DORSEY’S COMPANY, SQUARE

dicapped is a non-profit orga-

nization that was founded in
1992 by a group of parents
whose children have intel-
lectual disabilities. The asso-
ciation provides support and
care to its members through a
variety of activities, family vi-
sits and counseling services.

Square rose sharply Friday
after Visa disclosed the de-
tails of its ownership stake in
the company.

While Visa’s stake amoun-
ts to about 1 percent of the
company, and the stake was
established at least 5 years
ago, investors interpreted the
announcement as a major en-
dorsement of Square by Visa,
the world’s largest payment
processing company.

According to a regulatory
filing, Visa owns 4.2 million
of Square’s Class B shares.
While Class B shares are
not traded publicly, Visa cou-
Id convert up to 3.5 million of
its Class B shares to Class A,
which would give Visa a 9.99

AP PHOTO

A Square credit card reader

percent ownership of that
class of shares. That conver-
sion would amount to just 1
percent of Square’s total outs-
tanding shares, however.
Visa’s calculation of a 9.99
percent ownership is based
on the assumption that no
other Square’s Class B sha-
reholders did a similar conver-

sion before Visa did.

The disclosure, known by its
regulatory filing name 13G, is
how major investors disclose
an existing stake in a com-
pany. Because Square only
went public three months ago,
this is the first time the public
is getting details about Visa’s
ownership.
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UK: Bookseller ‘removed’
in breach of China treaty

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

RITAIN says a missing
Hong Kong bookseller was
likely abducted to mainland
China, calling it a “serious brea-
ch” of the treaty under which
Beijing took control of the city.
Foreign  Secretary  Philip
Hammond said in a twice-year-
ly report on Hong Kong affairs
released Thursday that Lee Bo
was “involuntarily removed” to
the mainland.
Britain’s Foreign Office said it
was the first time that Britain
has accused China of a “serious

ad

This constitutes

a serious

breach of

the Sino-

British Joint

Declaration on

Hong Kong and

undermines

the principle of

‘one country,

two systems’
REPORT

AP PHOTO

breach” of the 1984 treaty, al-
though it has previously raised
concerns about Chinese com-
pliance.

Lee, a British citizen, is one of
five men linked to Hong Kong
publishing company Mighty
Current Media and its Cau-
seway Bay Bookshop who have
gone missing in recent months
only to turn up later in main-
land China. Their disappearan-
ces have raised international
concern.

Lee is chief editor of Mighty
Current, which specialized in

A tourist takes a photo of the closed Causeway Bay Bookstore besides a poster featuring an image of Chinese President Xi Jinping

books critical of China’s com-
munist leadership that were
banned in the mainland but
popular with visiting Chinese
tourists.

Hammond said while visiting
Beijing last month that he made
urgent inquiries with Chinese
authorities about Lee’s wherea-
bouts.

Lee’s disappearance at the
end of December sparked in-
ternational concern because he
was last seen at his company’s
Hong Kong warehouse and di-
dn’t have his mainland China

Spring Festival holiday retail
sales spike 11.2 percent

HINA’S retail sales over
the Spring Festival ho-
liday rose 11.2 percent from
the same vacation period a
year earlier, with cinemas
posting sharp increases in
box-office sales, the country’s
Ministry of Commerce said
in a statement Saturday.
Retail sales and restaurant
receipts in the world’s se-
cond-largest economy tota-
led about 754 billion yuan
(USD115 billion) in the week-
long holiday period that
started Feb. 7, the eve of the
Lunar New Year, according
to the statement. This year’s
growth was similar to the 11
percent increase posted in
last year’s holiday period.
Services for the first time
generated more than half of
China’s gross domestic pro-
duct last year, at 50.5 per-
cent. Higher household inco-
mes allow families to embra-

XINHUA

ce a middle- class life as the
country’s leaders continue to
engineer a shift toward ser-
vices and consumption, and
away from manufacturing
and investment. Services ge-
nerate more jobs per yuan of
output than China’s facto-
ries, which is crucial as the
country adjusts to a slower
economic growth rate.
Box-office sales at China’s

cinemas over the first three
days of the Lunar New Year
surged about 80 percent
from a year earlier, to near-
ly 1.7 billion yuan, the state-
ment said. Total ticket sales
over the first three days of
this year’s Lunar New Year
almost equaled the total for
the whole week-long holiday
last year, according to the
statement. Bloomberg

travel permit with him, raising
suspicions he was snatched by
Chinese security agents who
crossed over from the main-
land. He later sent letters to his
wife saying he was helping with
an investigation on the main-
land, though some believe he
was coerced.

“The full facts of the case re-
main unclear, but our current
information indicates that Mr.
Lee was involuntarily removed
to the mainland without any
due process under Hong Kong
SAR law,” the report said.

“This constitutes a serious
breach of the Sino-British Joint
Declaration on Hong Kong and
undermines the principle of
‘one country, two systems’ whi-
ch assures Hong Kong residen-
ts of the protection of the Hong
Kong legal system,” the report
added.

The Joint Declaration is the
treaty signed in 1984 between
Britain and China safeguar-
ding Hong Kong’s rights and
freedoms after Beijing took
power in 1997. Under the “one
country, two systems” princi-
ple, Hong Kong retains a high
degree of control over its own
affairs, including law enforce-
ment.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hong Lei said Chi-
na was strongly displeased by
the British report, the official
Xinhua News Agency said. He
said the report contained grou-
ndless accusations against Chi-
na, and urged Britain to stop in-
terfering in Hong Kong affairs,
Xinhua said.

The Hong Kong government
said in a statement Friday that
while its police are continuing
to investigate and have sou-
ght assistance from mainland
authorities, “Any suggestion
that ‘Mr. Lee was involuntarily
removed to the mainland’ re-
mains speculative.”

Lee’s colleague, Swedish citi-
zen Gui Minhai, disappeared
from Thailand in October and
turned up last month on Chine-
se state TV to confess to a de-
cade-old fatal drunk driving ac-
cident. Hong Kong police said
last week the three other men
are being held on the mainland
for an investigation into unspe-
cified “illegal activities.” AP

114 bodies pulled from toppled
Taiwan building; one missing

ORKERS have pulled out

114 bodies from the rubble
of a high-rise apartment buil-
ding that collapsed in an earth-
quake in Taiwan’s oldest city,
leaving only one missing, autho-
rities said Saturday, a week after
the disaster.

All but two of the 116 bodies re-
covered in Tainan after the mag-
nitude-6.4 quake struck the city
on Feb. 6 were found in the ruins
of the Weiguan Golden Dragon
building. A total of 327 people in
the 17-story building survived.

According to Taiwan’s Inte-
rior Ministry, workers extracted
more than 60 more bodies on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
One person is still unaccounted
for, local authorities said Satur-
day.

Authorities have detained the
building’s developer, Lin Ming-
hui, and two architects on suspi-
cion of negligent homicide amid
accusations that Lin’s company
cut corners in the building’s
construction.

AP PHOTO

Rescue workers guide a; man from the
rubble of a toppled building after an
earthquake in Tainan

Tainan city officials said they
will inspect several dozen other
developments built by Lin, as
well as other buildings in the
Weiguan compound that did not
collapse.

Earthquakes frequently strike
Taiwan, but usually cause little
or no damage, particularly since
more stringent building regula-
tions were introduced following
a magnitude-7.6 quake in 1999
that killed more than 2,300 peo-
ple. AP
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HE perpetrators of

violent clashes in Hong

Kong last week shat-

tered its values in one
night, the city’s financial secre-
tary said, urging those involved
to “turn their horses back from
the cliff.”

The “small group of people
who lost rationality” marred the
city’s interests and tarnished
its image, and their actions
are a departure from Hong
Kong people’s respect for the
law, John Tsang said in a blog
post yesterday. He referred to
the biblical story “The Judg-
ment of Solomon,” where two
women who claim to be the mo-
ther of a baby were advised to
cut the infant in two.

“A mother who truly loves her
son would not saw him in half,
and would never themselves be
the executioner,” Tsang wrote.
Addressing those involved in
the clashes, he said, “if you con-
tinue wading deeper into the
mud, it’s the Hong Kong you
claim to protect that will lose in
the end.”

Tsang’s comments come less
than a week after attempts by
government officials to clear
illegal food stalls escalated
into a violent face-off between
police and protesters, resul-

dd
If you continue
wading deeper
into the mud,
it’s the Hong
Kong you claim
to protect that
will lose in the
end.

JOHN TSANG

AP PHOTO

Hong Kong’s Tsang urges
activists to ‘retreat from cliff’

Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary John Tsang

ting in injuries on both sides.
Officers used batons and pe-
pper spray to disperse the pro-
testers, some of whom threw
bricks and started fires in the
city’s Mong Kok district. On
Friday, police said they would
charge more than 30 people
for rioting, while continuing
to detain others.

Coverage of the fallout has
dominated newspapers during
the Lunar New Year period.
Zhang Xiaoming, director of

the Chinese government’s liai-
son office in Hong Kong, said
yesterday he was shocked and
saddened by the incident, whi-
ch he said contained “terrorist
tendencies.”

In a statement posted on the
liaison office’s website, Zhang
said he believed “justice will
prevail over evil” and that
the Hong Kong government
would handle the situation in
accordance with the law.

Benny Tai, a leader of the Oc-

cupy Central With Love and
Peace movement, said in an
open letter Saturday that Hong
Kong Chief Executive Leung
Chun-ying bears the most res-
ponsibility for the events. Whi-
le denouncing the violence and
saying peaceful protest is the
way to achieve political goals,
Tai said Leung was accountable
for discontent among the peo-
ple he governs.

Speaking to reporters yester-
day, Leung said many of those

charged for the violence were
unemployed or involved in ex-
tremist political organizations,
and as such “don’t reflect socie-
ty’s opinions.” He wasn’t res-
ponding directly to Tai’s com-
ments. Sixty-five people have
been arrested in connection
with the incident, he said.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hong Lei attribu-
ted the events to a “local radical
separatist organization,” accor-
ding to a Feb. 11 statement from
the foreign ministry. The stron-
ger language sparked specula-
tion that security laws could be
strengthened.

Asked yesterday whether the
Mong Kok incident would be
used to revive so-called Article
23 anti-sedition laws - shelved
after massive protests against
their implementation in 2003 -
Zhang said, “right now these
two issues aren’t linked,” accor-
ding to a broadcast of his com-
ments on the local Cable News
channel.

Tsang noted in his post
that tourism is an anchor
of Hong Kong’s economy. The
number of tourists from the
mainland declined 2.5 percent
last year, he said, citing tourism
department data, but the num-
ber of visitors from Southeast
Asia has grown. He said the city
must continue to improve itself.

“Feeling a sense of love
for Hong Kong is normal,”
Tsang said. Even if people
have different perceptions
of what allegiance to Hong
Kong means, “we still hope
to see Hong Kong thrive and
won’t accept it being dama-
ged.” Bloomberg

Media in uproar over US move to honor dissident

Didi Tang, Beijing

Chinese nationa-
list newspaper says
American politicians are
resorting to petty actions
following a unanimous
bill approval by the Se-
nate to rename the plaza
in front of the Chinese
Embassy in Washington
after an imprisoned Chi-
nese political dissident.
The Communist Party-
controlled Global Times
called the move yester-
day provocative and said
it’s intended to outrage
Beijing, although China
would not consider it a
big deal.
“The U.S. has been at

its wits’ end in dealing
with China as it is re-
luctant to employ mili-
tary threats or economic
sanctions that may ba-
ckfire,” the newspaper
wrote. “The only option
for Washington seems to
be petty actions that dis-
turb China.”

The Chinese Foreign
Ministry did not im-
mediately respond to a
faxed request for com-
ment.

Senate Bill 2451, as pro-
posed by Republican pre-
sidential candidate Sen.
Ted Cruz of Texas, wants
to rename the plaza after
Liu Xiaobo, a Nobel Pea-
ce laureate serving an 11-

year sentence on the con-
viction of inciting state
subversion.

The bill still needs to
clear the House of Re-
presentatives and must
be signed by the presi-
dent before it can beco-

me a law, and make “1
Liu Xiaobo Plaza” as the
official address of the
Chinese Embassy. Its
current address is 3505
International Place.
Cruz’s office said the
bill expresses solidarity

Whether Liu feels proud of
such turbulent embraces
from the West or not, he
has become a tool of the
West against China

GLOBAL TIMES EDITORIAL

with Chinese dissidents.

The Global Times says
the bill is driven by Wes-
tern jealousy and is un-
likely to disturb China,
which has grown confi-
dent to brush aside ill-
intended moves by the
West.

“This latest move by
Congress cannot change
the fact that Liu jeopar-
dized China’s national
security and was sen-
tenced to jail,” the pa-
per wrote in its edito-
rial. “Whether Liu feels
proud of such turbulent
embraces from the West
or not, he has become a
tool of the West against
China.” AP

AP PHOTO

Chinese dissident Liu Xiaobo



Jim Gomez, Manila

TH the symbolic
handshakes and
unity photo-op,
President Barack

Obama’s high-profile summit
with Southeast Asian leaders
in California this week aims to
step up pressure against Chi-
na’s increasingly worrisome
behavior in disputed waters.

Forging a common front and
encouraging bolder rhetoric
against Chinese assertiveness
in the South China Sea, howe-
ver, will be a challenge among
the diverse collection of VIP
guests, who did not criticize
China by name in past joint
summit statements as the dis-
putes flared on and off in re-
cent years.

Decisions by the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations,
the bloc they lead, can easily
be stalled. ASEAN includes go-
vernments aligned either with
Washington or Beijing. Only
four of its 10 member states
are locked in the disputes with
China and Taiwan, leading to
sometimes conflicting views
on handling the long-simme-
ring rifts.

The regional bloc decides by
consensus, meaning just one
member can effectively shoot
down any statement detrimen-
tal to China.

In recent years, summit state-
ments have expressed concern
over the escalating conflicts
and called for freedom of na-
vigation and overflight in the
disputed territories, but they
have rarely gone to specifics.

“I think it will be hard for the
U.S. to convince the 10 ASEAN
states to adopt any language on
the South China Sea disputes
that go beyond what ASEAN
statements have said in the
past,” said Dr. Malcolm Cook
of the Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies in Singapore.

With Obama in his last year
in office, certain ASEAN mem-
ber states would probably not
concede on any security or eco-
nomic issue that might antago-
nize China, an economic lifeli-
ne to them, Cook said.

A Southeast Asian diplomat
told The Associated Press that

NEW ZEALAND

AP PHOTO
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Obama faces challenge in forging
front vs. China sea actions

President Barack Obama shakes hands with Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha in Manila

government envoys in the In-
donesian capital of Jakarta,
where the ASEAN secretariat
is located, have been nego-
tiating the text of a possible
joint statement to be issued
by Obama and his Southeast
Asian counterparts at the end
of the two-day summit, which
opens today at the sprawling
Sunnylands estate.

There have been initial diffe-
rences among the governmen-
ts on the wordings of the sta-
tement, said the diplomat, who
spoke on condition of anony-
mity because of a lack of au-
thority to discuss details of the
negotiations with reporters.

Vietnam and the Philippi-
nes, whose disputes with Chi-
na have intensified in recent
years, prefer a more detailed
reference to the territorial dis-
putes, including mention of
international arbitration as an
option to resolve the conflic-

ts. Cambodia and Laos, whi-
ch have close ties with China,
have asked the reference to
arbitration to be deleted, the
diplomat said.

In 2012, Cambodia refused
to mention discussions in an
ASEAN foreign ministerial
summit statement about a
shoal disputed by China and
the Philippines. An ensuing ar-
gument caused the summit to
end without a joint statement
for the first time since the bloc
was founded in 1967.

While the statement can be
restrained, the diplomat said
any leader can speak free-
ly at the informal talks in
Sunnylands.

The Philippines brought its
territorial conflicts with China
to international arbitration in
early 2013 after Beijing refu-
sed to withdraw its ships from
a disputed shoal under a U.S.
-brokered deal. China has re-

fused to participate, but an ar-
bitration tribunal based in The
Hague has proceeded to hear
the case and plans to hand
down a decision this year.

The U.S. summit will showca-
se Obama’s years long effort to
reassert American leadership
in Asia, where China has ri-
sen as a security and economic
powerhouse.

Although it’s not a claimant
state, the U.S. has declared
that it has a national interest
in the peaceful resolution of
the disputes and maintenance
of freedom of navigation and
over flight in the South China
Sea, a major passageway for
global trade.

Obama will emphasize U.S. re-
solve to promote the rule of law
and give assurances that Ame-
rica is a stabilizing presence in
the region, U.S. Deputy Natio-
nal Security Adviser Ben Rho-
des told reporters last week.

Magnitude-5.8 quake shakes Christchurch

Nick Perry, Wellington

magnitude-5.8 ear-

thquake shook the
New Zealand city of
Christchurch yesterday
but there were no imme-
diate reports of serious
damage, nearly five years
after a deadly, more
powerful quake des-
troyed much of the city
center.

“The U.S. will be undersco-
ring the importance of resol-
ving any territorial disputes
consistent with international
norms and international law
[...] and not through bigger na-
tions bullying smaller ones,”
Rhodes said in a veiled refe-
rence to China and smaller
neighboring countries along
the South China Sea rim.

The U.S.
summit will
showcase
Obama’s years
long effort
to reassert
American
leadership in
Asia

Tensions have escalated in re-
cent years after China transfor-
med seven disputed reefs into
islands, some with runways,
that could be used to project
China’s military might into
the heartland of the disputed
region. China has claimed it
has the right to undertake the
massive construction in what it
calls its territory, but the U.S.
Navy deployed a guided-mis-
sile destroyer near one of the
islands last year in defiance of
China’s territorial claims.

China has been accused of de-
laying the start of negotiations
for a legally binding code of
conduct that can deter aggres-
sive actions such as its island
construction work. U.S. and
ASEAN leaders have sought
the early conclusion of such a
pact for several years, and tho-
se calls are likely to be repea-
ted in this week’s summit. AP

yesterday’s quake was
centered 17 kilometers
east of the city at a rela-
tively shallow depth of 8
kilometers. Shallow ear-
thquakes tend to be felt

The quake was strong
enough to prompt some
stores to evacuate cus-
tomers and shake items
from shelves. Police said
there were some rock-
falls on Scarborough Hill
in the city’s east and were
advising people to stay
away from affected areas.

The St. John ambulan-
ce service reported that
several people had suffe-

red minor injuries from
falls as they ran from the
quake.

The earthquake came
close to the anniversary
of the Feb. 22, 2011, mag-
nitude-6.3 temblor that
leveled much of the cen-
ter of New Zealand’s se-
cond largest city and kil-

led 185 people.
The U.S. Geological
Survey reported that

more strongly. No tsuna-
mi warning was issued.

The quake was one of
the largest since 2011,
and people from across
the South Island repor-
ted feeling the ground
shaking.

New Zealand sits on the
“Ring of Fire,” an arc of
seismic faults around the
Pacific Ocean where ear-
thquakes are common. AP
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Negotiator wins
‘greedy’ tag in
EU spat over
London banks

As preparations for this week’s
European summit enter their
final stretch, France is leading
resistance to U.K. demands

for a deal to shield British

banks from the rules governing
lenders in the euro area. French
negotiator Philippe Leglise-
Costa pushed back against
British Prime Minister David
Cameron’s insistence on fencing
off financial regulation for the
City of London at a meeting of
European officials in Brussels
Thursday. While his stance
throws up a potential obstacle to
a deal between European Union
leaders, it earned him the rueful
respect of Martin Selmayr,

chief of staff to European
Commission President Jean-
Claude Juncker.

Egypt
policeman’s
conviction
overturned

Egypt’s highest appeals court
yesterday overturned the
conviction of a police officer
sentenced to 15 years in prison
for the killing of a female
protester in a January 2015
shooting captured on video and
photos. Cassation Court Judge
Taha Qassim also ruled that a
new trial be held for the officer,
Yassin Hatem Salah Eddin, who
was convicted and sentenced in
June last year for premeditated
manslaughter. Salah Eddin was
25 at the time of the killing.

Syrian
opposition figure
slams Russia

A top Syrian opposition figure
criticized Russia yesterday for
continuing with its bombing in
Syria, insisting that people in
the country need to see action
rather than words. The head

of the Saudi-backed Syrian
opposition’s High Negotiations
Committee, former Prime
Minister Riad Hijab, also
stopped short of declaring a
clear commitment to implement
a planned temporary truce.
“You ask me if T accept a cease-
fire or a cessation of hostilities. I
ask you: why is the onus on the
opposition and whether it has
preconditions for negotiations?”
Hijab said. “I would like to

see a single day of a cessation

of hostilities in order to give

a chance for real political
movement.”
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Fresh Clinton e-mails include
84 with security-rating update

Ben Brody

AP PHOTO

HE U.S. State Depart-

ment released another

551 of Hillary Clinton’s

e-mails from her time
as President Barack Obama’s
secretary of state, including
about 15 percent that had been
given updated security classifi-
cations after the fact.

More than 1,000 pages of do-
cuments sent from Clinton’s
private e-mail account and re-
leased on Saturday included
81 messages upgraded to “con-
fidential,” which is the lowest
level of classification, and three
to “secret,” said a State Depart-
ment official.

The e-mails, which included
deliberations on topics inclu-
ding policy toward Syria, Libya
and the South China Sea, had
not been tagged as classified at
the time they were sent, accor-

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton

tor John Kerry, who succeeded
her as secretary of state in 2013.
All were heavily redacted.

A spokesman for the Clinton
campaign didn’t immediately
respond to a request for com-
ment.

The e-mails
included
deliberations
on topics
including policy
toward Syria,
Libya and the
South China
Sea

Republican National Commi-

ding to the official, who asked
not to be identified. None of
the latest messages had been
labeled “top secret,” a designa-
tion that had been given to 22
e-mails withheld from release
in January.

Saturday’s release pushes the
tally of Clinton’s e-mail dis-
closures to more than 45,000.
Clinton, a Democratic presi-
dential candidate, relied on
a private e-mail account and
home-based server to conduct

government business as the
top U.S. diplomat from 2009 to
2013. Republican critics have
said the practice constituted
a mishandling of classified in-
formation, and could return
to that subject in a candidates’
debate in South Carolina on Sa-
turday.

Clinton has repeatedly said
she didn’t mishandle informa-
tion and sent no information
marked as classified at the time.
Two more interim releases are

scheduled this month, following
a U.S. district court judge’s or-
der, with all remaining docu-
ments to be disclosed by the
close of business on Feb. 29.
The three “secret” e-mail
strings released on Saturday
included a nine-page exchange
on Egypt’s Sinai peninsula from
August 2012, an exchange on
an unknown subject from Sep-
tember 2012, and a May 2011
request for Clinton to speak
with then-Massachusetts Sena-

ttee Chairman Reince Priebus
faulted Clinton’s handling of the
documents again on Saturday.
“This court-ordered release is
another reminder that Hillary
Clinton’s attempt to skirt trans-
parency laws put our national
security at risk,” Priebus said in
a statement. “Buyer’s remorse
must be growing amongst the
Democrat establishment who
have gone out of their way to
rig the nominating process in
her favor.” Bloomberg

Pope gives tough
poFitical, churc%

Nicole Winfield, Mexico City

OPE Francis challenged Mexico’s poli-
tical and ecclesial elites on Saturday to
provide their people with security, justice
and courageous pastoral care to confront
the drug-inspired violence and corruption
that are wracking the country, delivering
a tough-love message to Mexico’s ruling
classes on his first full day in the country.
The raucous welcome Francis received
from an estimated 1 million cheering Mexi-
cans who lined his motorcade route seven-
deep contrasted sharply with his pointed
criticism of how church and state leaders
here have often failed their people, espe-
cially the poorest and most marginalized.
“Experience teaches us that each time we
seek the path of privileges or benefits for
a few to the detriment of the good of all,
sooner or later the life of society becomes
a fertile soil for corruption, drug trade,
exclusion of different cultures, violence
and also human trafficking, kidnapping
and death, bringing suffering and slowing
down development,” he told government
authorities at the presidential palace.
In a subsequent hard-hitting speech to his

elite

own bishops, Francis challenged church
leaders known for their deference to Mexi-
co’s wealthy and powerful to courageously
denounce the “insidious threat” posed by
the drug trade and not hide behind their
own privilege and careers.

He told them to be true pastors, close to
their people, and to develop a coherent
plan to help Mexicans “finally escape the
raging waters that drown so many, either
victims of the drug trade or those who
stand before God with their hands dren-
ched in blood, though with pockets filled
with sordid money and their consciences
deadened.”

The speech was met with tepid applause,
with only a handful of bishops standing in
ovation.

Francis’ entire five-day trip to Mexico
is shining an uncomfortable spotlight on
the church’s shortcomings and the gover-
nment’s failure to solve entrenched social
ills that plague many parts of the country —
poverty, rampant drug-inspired gangland
killings, extortion, disappearances of wo-
men, crooked cops and failed public servi-
ces.

Over the coming days, Francis will travel
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love to Mexico’s

e By
People attend Mass celebrated by Pope Francis at the
Basilica of the Virgin of Guadalupe in Mexico City

to the crime-ridden Mexico City suburb
of Ecatepec, preach to Indians in poverty-
stricken Chiapas, offer solidarity to victims
of drug violence in Morelia and, finally,
pay respects to migrants who have died
trying to reach the United States with a
cross-border Mass in Ciudad Juarez.

The grueling schedule appeared to be al-
ready taking a toll: By Saturday evening,
Francis seemed tired and winded. He
appeared to doze off during Mass and lost
his balance and fell into a chair set up for
him to pray before the image of the Virgin
of Guadalupe. AP
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what’s ON

ALUMNI ART EXHIBITION OF FINE ARTS
DEPARTMENT, THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY OF HONG
Kong 2016 Macau
TIME: 12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)

3pm-8pm (Mondays, open on public holidays)
UNTIL: February 22, 2016
VENUE: Albergue SCM, Calgada da Igreja de Sdo
Lazaro No.8, Macau Gallery A2
ADMISSION: Free
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2550 / 2852 3205

FormER HOME OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADER
YE TING

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIREES: (853) 8399 6699

Macau Granp Prix Museum & WINE Museum
TIME: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)

VENUE: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, basement
(Tourism Activities Centre-CAT)

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRES: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

Macau ScieNce CENTRE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Thursdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: Macau Science Centre,

Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen

ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre MOP25;
Planetarium MOP60-80

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0822

Turn COLORI

— ARTS, CRAFTS & SKETCHES EXHIBITION
TIME: 10am-6:30pm

UNTIL: February 18, 2016

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: Calcada Da Barra, No. 16 R/C LJ A,
Edif. San Chak, Macau

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 2820

THE MASTERY OF SHIPBUILDING
— FisHiNG Junk MopeLs BY WaN CHUN
TIME: 10am-6pm
Closed on Sundays and public holidays)
NTIL: April 9, 2016
VENUE: Gallery of the Historical Archives of Macau,
Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida
N° 91 - 93, Macau
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2859 2919
ADMISSION: Free

UNLUCKY IN LOVE, ELEPHANT DAMAGES
15 cARs IN CHINA

After losing out on his love interest, a wild elephant
has turned his attention to cars. The elephant wande-
red out of a nature reserve in southern China on Friday
following a failed courtship and started playing with
cars parked along a highway, slightly damaging more
than a dozen vehicles, authorities said.

The government of Xishuangbanna prefecture said
that the animal had recently lost to another male ele-
phant in a battle for the affections of a female, and
that his temperament was moody. Staff at the nature
reserve thought the animal might have become playful
at the sight of the cars, the government said in a pos-
ting on its social media account.

The elephant did not hurt any of the tourists who had
crowded the area during the Lunar New Year holiday,
and who were very excited to see the elephant, the
government said. The animal’s public appearance las-
ted about 20 minutes before he returned to the nature
reserve.

“The tourists were quite excited to see a real wild
elephant, and they were using their cellphones to take
photos and videos,” the government said. “Even the
owners of some damaged cars found the experience
to be thrilling and very interesting, although their cars
got scraped.”

The owners of the 15 cars that were damaged by the ele-
phant will be compensated, the government said. AP

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:28  Chief Executive Chui Sai On’s Lunar New Year Message
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:30 Inside China’s Biggest Gala

15:20 Documentery Series

15:50 Documentery Series

16:30 Zig Zag

16:50 Castle S.5

17:40  Trail of Lies (Repeat)

18:30 Contraponto (Repeated)

19:30 Soap Oepra

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Sports

22:10  Trail of Lies

23:00 TDM News

Il
CINETEATRO
12 FeB - 18 FeB

Room 1

2.00, 5.30, 7.30 pm

Director: Walt Becker

Starring: Jason Lee, Jesica Ahlberg, Josh Green
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 92min

Room 1

2.00, 5.30, 7.30 pm

Director: Stephen Chau

Starring: Deng Chao, Show Lo, Zhang Yu Qi
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 92min

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Andrew Lau, Wong Jing

Starring: Chow Yun-fat, Andy Lau, Nick Cheung,
Jacky Cheung

Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 112min

RooMm 3

2.30, 4.30, 7.15 pm

Director: Peter Sohn
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 93min

ROOM 3

9.15, 11.30 pm

Director: Pou-Soi Cheang

Starring: Aaron Kwok, Gong Li, Feng Shaofeng
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 120min

MACAU TOWER
04 Fes - 02 Mar

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Peter Sohn
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 93min
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1942 SINGAPORE FORCED
TO SURRENDER

British forces in Singapore have surrendered uncon-
ditionally to the Japanese seven days after enemy
troops first stormed the island.

A war correspondent of the Japanese News Agency
in Singapore reported that fighting ceased along the
entire Malayan front at 2200 local time.

The British and Japanese commanders-in-chief,
Lieutenant-General Arthur Percival and Lieutenant-
General Yamashita Tomoyuki met in the Ford motor
plant at the foot of Bukit Timah Hill to sign the sur-
render documents.

The British capitulation comes one week after Japa-
nese forces invaded Singapore and only two weeks
since their onslaught on the Malay Peninsula forced
the British troops’ withdrawal to the island.

According to reports from Japanese headquarters
the final deal was signed at 1900 local time and the
ceasefire came into effect three hours later.

Under the terms of the surrender, 1,000 British
troops will be left in Singapore city to maintain order
until the Japanese Army complete their occupation.

The invasion began under cover of darkness on the
night of 8 February when at least 50 boats laden with
members of the 5th and 18th Japanese army divi-
sions crossed the narrow Johore Straits, which is all
that separates Singapore from the Malay Peninsula.

By morning thousands more troops had landed. The
well-trained and battle-hardened Japanese forces
were also supported by aircraft and tanks.

Although they met some spirited counter-attacks, it
was soon clear the island’s defence had been poorly
planned. In attempting to defend the island’s entire
coastline, the General Officer Commanding, Lieu-
tenant-General Percival had spread his forces too
thinly.

The Allied force consisting of Australian, Malay, In-
dian and British soldiers, many fresh from defeat on
the Malay Peninsula, were also short of weapons and
poorly trained and with inadequate air support.

Against them, the Japanese troops moved swiftly
across the island. The last line of defense, Singapore
City, fell earlier today.

Courtesy BBC News

Prime Minister Winston Churchill described the fall of Singa-
pore as “the worst disaster and largest capitulation in British
history”.

The Japanese claimed to have taken 60,000 Imperial troops
in Singapore - 16,000 British, 14,000 Australian and 32,000
Indian soldiers. They also captured a large amount of equip-
ment.

The high number of prisoners was not surprising as the troops
had been ordered to defend Singapore until the last possible
moment so no major evacuation had been ordered.

Lt-Gen Percival, the British General Officer Commanding,
said he had been forced to surrender when the loss of food,
water, petrol and ammunition made it impossible to carry on
the struggle.

The Japanese advance continued, taking US held Guam, Wake
Island and the Philippines. The heroic resistance of the US
garrison at Corregidor ended on 6 May 1942.

In Burma Japanese forces reached the Indian border before
pausing for breath.

The Japanese advance in the Pacific was only finally halted in
June when all four of its aircraft carriers were destroyed by
the US in the Battle of Midway. An attempt to invade India
from Burma was halted by British and Empire troops in 1944
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Aries 8 Taurus GLADYS 1S DRINING ME 1 71T NEVER STOPS ! 2" SHE EVEN TALKS
i B =
. NUTS! SHE'S P\LNN\’ 1 5 SHETALKSINHER Lo |2 IN MY SLEEP!
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 April 20-May 20 TELLING ME SOME- - & Y E —
Use your smiles and charm to get  Too much of a good thing is still L E 2
your way today -- people are much  too much, so make sure you don't THING=DO 2 i
more likely to pay attention if overdo it today. Your energy is g £
you just quietly ask them if they’d  perfect for balancing between a THIS " oo ] =
mind obliging you than if you issue  range of activities, so enjoy your time =y -y
demands. and then move on. z z
@ o
= 5
Gemini ‘\ Cancer "o v
¢ d 3
May 21-Jun. 21 Jun. 22-Jul. 22 f]- =
Stray thoughts are winners right  You can’t rely on other people to é’ )
now — make sure you've got some  the same extent as usual today —
way to record them. A simple voice  so make sure that you're watching
message on your phone may be out and checking up on them.
good enough, or you could scribble ~ You are sure to find at least one
Leo Virgo
9 MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your romantic side is out in force  Impulse buying can be dangerous Easy Easy+
right now, so make a play for today, so see if you can get your
someone new or let your sweetheart  friends to restrain you if you end 4 B|5 B 6 Beijing -7 5 clear
know how you really feel about up at a mall or some other money Harbin -1 -10 clear
them. Things are good, but they extraction venue. Your resistance 36 4 4 o
could always be better! isn’t quite enough on your own! 3 8 4 2 5 Tianjin -5 5 clear
. . | : Urumgi -18 -11 clear
n Libra Scorpio Gl B 8 7 "
2 - 3 4 1 Xi’an -4 6 clear
| |
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 3 72 B Lhasa -2 14 clear
Art and design are highlighted today, ~ Your eyes open to something — or 4 1] 5 | I 5 Chengdu -2 8 cloudy/overcast
so you should either hit a museum  someone — with more aspects than :
or check online for some new way  you had previously believed. You 5 61 B 9 & Chongaing 4 7 overcast
to spruce up your pad — or blog.  don’t need to act on this knowledge 23 - 8 1 Kunming 3 18 cloudy
You can make things much more yet, but you ought to at least mull it 5 17 .
beautiful. over for a while. Nanjing -4 7 cloudy/clear
] Shanghai -1 5 cloudy/clear
} Sagittarius m Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan -4 8 cloudy/clear
edium -
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Hangzhou 0 Z drizzle/cloudy
You may have to deal with alawyer —  Your ability to push things forward 5 | 8 4 8 Taipei 10 13 drizzle
but with luck, it’s just a formality. If ~ is making life move faster — and 3 9 2 g Guangzhou 8 14 overcast
not, your social energy is just right for ~ your initiative is sure to make life
dealing with big issues in a way thatis  a lot more appealing! You may find | 1 1 6 Hong Kong 12 17 cloudy
beneficial to most parties concerned. that things are much simpler by 5 7 3 i
this time tomorrow.
A Aquarius ) ( Pisces B 3 8
4 2 [ B 5 .
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 = Moscow 0 3 sleet/drizzle
You hit it off with someone youdon’t ~ Your active social life is finally more - Frankfurt 3 6 drizzle
usually see much of — or maybe or less balanced — but it may not 3 1 Pari > 7 e
someone you'd normally avoid! stay that way for long! Enjoy the ans rzzie
Your terrific energy makes it much  variety for now and see if you can London -2 5 cloudy/drizzle
easier to forge new connections and  reach out to folks you don’t hear
friendships. from all that often New York -1 -6 flurry

1- Work up lather; 5- Cries of discovery; 9- Let's just leave ___ that; 13- E s U 0 U s
facto; 14- Pisa place; 15- Ho Chi ___ City; 16- Cemetery; 18- Bausch & Lomb brand; a
19- Cavern; 20- Literate; 22- Really bother; 23- Continue a subscription; 24- Sites; ‘g
26- Aria; 31- Wanted poster abbr.; 34- Feel sore; 37- Refrain in a children’s song; 38- z 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
In spite of; 42- Bubbling; 43- Ornamental case; 44- China’s Chou En-___; 45- Native 8 . _
drum; 47- June 6, 1944; 50- Like Eric the Red:; 53- Ruler of Hyderabad; 57- Chinese & Fire department 28 572222 Water Supply - Report 1990 992
language; 61- Comfortable; 62- _ breve; 63- Missionary zeal; 65- Threadbare; 66- i . _
Brown and white Eurasian falcon; 67- Bond classic; 68- Singer McEntire; 69- Butter 2 (Open "ne) 993 Report 1000
alternative; 70- Cong. meeting; 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
>
1- Burn slightly; 2- Musical drama, usually sung in Italian; 3- Cravat; 4- Door; 5- 2
From___Z;6- Actress Berry; 7- Outsider; 8- Method; 9- Former Hungarian premier Nagy; § 28573333 28716 081
10- Stadium level; 11- Singer Murray; 12- Dull N
sound; 14- Wall St. debut; 17- Conductor Friday’s solution = Customs 28 559 944
Klemperer; 21- Twixt’s partner; 23- Nouveau . " 2 -
___; 25- Cmdr Data’s was named Spot; 27- Kt B LhobE S LAY % S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Pot top; 28- Trompe I'__; 29- Actress Merrill; ]
30- Hanna-Barbera bear; 31- Med. school o 28371333
subj.; 32- Monetary unit of Nigeria; 33- PR .
Elemental unit; 35- DDE’s predecessor; 36- Commission AgamSt
Chopin piece; 39- Inteligence; 40- Actress -
Massey; 41- Assist; 46- To a greater extent; Conuptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
48- Initial stake; 49- Cedes; 51- Competitor;
52- Reptile; 54- Congo, formerly; 55- Orgs.; 28 387 333
56- Office notes; 57- Bryn ___ College; 58- -
Skin cream ingredient; 59- Workers’ rights Tourism 28 333 000
org.; 60- Comedian Carvey; 61- Cabinet
dept.; 64- Prefix with classical; 59888 88
H Unit in Gladiolus Court Kam Long, Lilau Square Wai son Chun Leong
Coloane Macau Macau Car Park , Taipa

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

2,530 sq ft / HKD 11.8M
HKD 4,664sq ft
Completely Renovated
Ref: 11115275

917 sq ft / HKD 6.2M
HKD 7,471sq ft
Lovely Apartment
Ref: 15085452

1,000 sq ft / HKD 4.5M
HKD 4,500sq ft
Balcony with Church View
Ref: 15105458

Osq ft / HKD 1.99M
HKD 0sq ft
Car park for Sale
Ref: 15050514

)Iﬂﬁlé§ﬁ+ﬂh'B

Lakeview
Macau
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Fully Furnished
HKD 25,000/ 3,430 sq ft
Ref: 15080524

THE GREENVILLE
Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment
Convenient Location
HKD 13,000 / 1,395 sq ft
Ref: 16010556

Manhattan F Unit,
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Large Master Bedroom
HKD 21,500 / 1,720 sq ft
Ref: 15090534

Houston Court, Coloane Village
Coloane
1 Bedroom Apartment
Upgraded in Sept 2015
HKD 13,500 / 800 sq ft
Ref: 15090532

FOR RENT

Jprope

;w..,-

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com
(853) 2835 2699 Office
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LaVine exits All-Star stage
for Kobe and the NBA'’s

Brian Mahoney, Toronto

ACH LaVine called it the

best dunk contest ever, a
showdown with Aaron Gordon
that rivaled what Michael Jor-
dan and Dominique Wilkins
did. Maybe they will come back
next year and do it again.

“In Charlotte, yeah, if they
want me to come back, I pro-
bably will,” Gordon said.

For now, it’s time to turn the
attention at All-Star weekend
back where it started: Kobe
Bryant and the rest of the
NBA'’s best.

The All-Star Game tips off
today [Macau time], when the
crowd might still be buzzing
over the performances LaVine
and Gordon put on to cap off
All-Star Saturday.

LaVine finally won after ex-
tra dunks were needed, joining

SKIING

0r|ando_Ma_gic_f6nNard Aaron Gordoh s_lan; dunks the ball d

Jordan, Jason Richardson and
Nate Robinson as the only
back-to-back winners of the
dunk title.

He knows people might still
talk about Jordan or Julius Er-
ving, great dunkers of the past.
But even they didn’t pull off
what LaVine and Gordon did
Saturday, so LaVine was asked
if it was the best.

“Like half the dunks we did
were like professional dunker
dunks, and it takes them four
or five times to try it and make
it, and we did it on the first
try,” LaVine said. “It was crazy.
In my opinion, yes.”

So good that people forgot
about the Splash Brothers’
shootout in the three-point con-
test that Klay Thompson won to
prevent Stephen Curry’s repeat,
and the All-Star Game today
[Macau time] that will feature

i - S
uring the NBA all-star skills competition in Toronto

Bryant’s final appearance.

All-Star weekend so far has
belonged to LaVine and the
Minnesota Timberwolves, as
rookie Karl-Anthony Towns
showed big guys have skills,
too.

The night — and the first
two nights of this first All-
Star weekend held outside the
U.S. — ended with a celebra-
tion for LaVine, who won the
MVP award in Friday night
in the Rising Stars Challenge
for rookies and second-year
players.

He outlasted Gordon in a duel
that needed two overtimes and
ended only when there was li-
terally no ball to use. Curry
batted it down to other end of
the court after he and the other
NBA stars who were as captiva-
ted as the fans and celebrities
sitting courtside charged onto

est

All-Star
weekend so far
has belonged
to LaVine and
the Minnesota
Timberwolves

the court after LaVine leaped
from just inside the free-throw
line, put the ball between his
legs in midair and slammed it
down.

He and Gordon traded perfect
scores of 50 for the previous
few rounds after advancing to
the final, but the Orlando Ma-
gic rookie mustered only a 47
in his last attempt.

But he may have had the most
memorable dunks of the night
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with some help from the Ma-
gic’s mascot — aptly named
Stuff the Magic Dragon.

On Stuff’s first assist, Gordon
took the ball with one hand
from the mascot, who was
spinning around on a hover-
board, and did a 360-degree
dunk. He got another assist
from Stuff on the next one, lea-
ping high to take the ball, put-
ting it under his legs — nearly
in a sitting position in midair —
and slamming it down with his
left hand.

“Me and him are now like best
friends, me and Stuff,” Gor-
don said. The only boos went
to the judges, with the crowd
thinking Shaquille O’Neal was
a little stingy with a couple of
9s instead of perfect 10s.

“We were kind of mind-bog-
gled a couple times because we
got 49s and they were 50s,” La-
Vine said.

Earlier in the three-point con-
test, Curry wasn’t even the best
on his own team after setting a
final-round record last year.

This time, Thompson was so
good, he had clinched it even
before the final ball on his final
rack. He started to walk away
after making first four — then
turned and made that one,
anyway.

“He definitely shot well toni-
ght,” Curry said. “I still think I
can hold my own in the com-
petition, but the way that he
finished off that second rou-
nd was amazing. So trust me,
the pressure of knowing what
number he had to hit and
making five out of five was fun
to watch.”

Towns beat Boston Celtics
point guard Isaiah Thomas to
win the Skills Challenge, further
validating the evolution of the
big man from a plodding post
player to a playmaking force.

“I'm glad I was able to help
the bigs come out with this
trophy,” said Towns, the No. 1
overall pick in the June draft.
“This is bigger than me. This is
for all the bigs out there, with
the game changing the way it is,
to show that bigs can stand up
with guards and skill-wise.” AP

Neureuther wins men’s World Cup slalom in Japan

ELIX  Neureuther

of Germany won the
men’s World Cup sla-
lom in Japan yesterday,
edging Andre Myhrer of
Sweden.

Neureuther, fifth after
the first run, clocked a
time of 56.96 seconds in
the second run to finish
0.05 seconds ahead of
Myhrer. Marco Schwarz
of Austria was third,
0.24 off the pace.

“It was a tough race
today,” said Neureu-
ther. “It started raining

in the second run. You
guys were so unlucky
with the weather, one
meter of fresh snow and
then it became so warm
and you guys did a really
great job.”

Neureuther’s father
Christian was on the po-
dium here 41 years ago.

“It’s of course a very,
very good feeling,” said
Neureuther.

With his first slalom
World Cup win of the
season, Neureuther mo-
ved into third place in

the standings with 323
points, 393 behind lea-
der Henrik Kristoffersen
of Norway, who was se-
venth.

Alexis Pinturault of
France, who won Satur-
day’s giant slalom at the
same venue, was disqua-
lified during the second
run.

Overall World Cup lea-
der Marcel Hirscher of
Austria was disqualified
for straddling a gate
during the first run.

Mpyhrer earned his first

podium since Decem-
ber’s giant slalom in Alta
Badia, Italy.

“It was a tough day,”
said Myhrer. “First run
was good visibility and
second run we had really
bad visibility and water
on the goggles and didn’t
see much. I've been stru-
ggling for a while in sla-
lom and I feel happy to
be back on the podium.”

The next World Cup
event will be a downhill
and alpine combined in
Chamonix, France. AP
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Felix Neureuther of Germany
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NZ 178-4 in 2nd Innings,
trailing Australia by 201 runs

EW Zealand's
chances of avoi-
ding defeat in
the first test
ebbed away as Adam Vo-
ges completed a double
century yesterday and Aus-
tralia's bowlers claimed
important wickets in the
final session of day three.

At stumps New Zealand
was 178-4 in its second
innings, still trailing Aus-
tralia by 201 runs after
starting its second innin-
gs 379 runs in deficit.

Henry Nicholls, in his
first test, was 31 not out at
stumps but New Zealand
lost Brendon McCullum
(10), in his 100th test, to
the last ball of the day's
play.

Tom Latham (63), Mar-
tin Guptill (45) and Kane
Williamson (22) all made
decent contributions but
none went on to make the
big score required if the
hosts were to stymie Aus-
tralia's victory push.

Voges was the last man
out in Australian's first
innings of 562, caught
and bowled by off-spin-
ner Mark Craig 15 minu-
tes before lunch. By that
time, it had been 1,115 mi-
nutes and 614 runs since
he was last dismissed in a
test match.

Voges innings, the third-
highest by an Australian
batsman in New Zealand,
followed his unbeaten 269
and 106 in tests against
the West Indies in De-
cember. His average after
14 tests is 97.46, vindica-
ting Australia's decision
to hand him a test debut
last year at age 35.

The average from 19
innings is the second-
highest by a batsman in
tests behind Don Brad-

A year ago

| probably

didn’t think

I’d be here

to be honest.

It’s not going

to last forever

so I'll enjoy it

while | can.
ADAM VOGES

AP PHOTO
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match on Dec. 11

man's famous 99.94 in 80
innings and ahead of Sid
Barnes' 63.05, also from
19 innings.

By the end of his innin-
gs, Voges' teammates
were calling him Sir Vo-
ges — a reference to the
knighted Bradman — but
the veteran was taking it
in his stride.

"It took me a long time
to get to test cricket and I
just want to try and make
every innings count," he
said. "I'm hungry to keep
scoring runs and get as
many as possible.

"A year ago [I] probably
didn't think I'd be here to
be honest. It's not going
to last forever so I'll enjoy
it while I can."

Voges 614 runs between

Australia’s Adam Voges celebrates getting his double century against the West Indies during their cricket test

dismissals broke the re-
cord held by former India
great Sachin Tendulkar.

"You don't play the game
for records,” Voges said.
"You play it for wins and
we're in a good position
and maybe I can sit back
at the end of my career
and have a look at that.
But we're in a good posi-
tion and that's the main
thing."

Voges' innings lasted
504 minutes, comprised
364 balls and included
30 fours and three sixes,
infuriating New Zealand
players because Voges
was bowled when on 7,
only for the umpire to in-
correctly call no ball.

Voges went on to add 232
more runs in partnerships

of 168 for the fourth wi-
cket with Usman Khawa-
ja (140), 96 for the sixth
wicket with Peter Nevill
(32), 99 for the seventh
wicket with Peter Siddle
(49) and in small but pro-
ductive partnerships with
Josh Hazlewood, Nathan
Lyon and last man Jack-
son Bird.

New Zealand made a so-
lid start with a partner-
ship of 81 for the first wi-
cket between Guptill and
Latham, its best against
Australia since 1993. But
the loss of Guptill and
Williamson put it again
on the back foot and when
Latham and McCullum
fell before stumps, hopes
of avoiding defeat all but
vanished. AP

GOLF

Bernhard Langer
opens 7-stroke lead
in Chubb Classic

ENNY Perry calls Bernhard Langer
"The Germinator."

"Is he human?" Perry asked.

PGA Tour Champions rivals have to be won-
dering about the 58-year-old German star.

Langer followed his opening 10-under 62
with a 66 on Saturday to increase his lead to
seven strokes in the PGA Tour Champions'
Chubb Classic at TwinEagles.

Langer's lead is the largest in the event af-
ter 36 holes. At 16-under 128, he's closing
in on the tournament-record 20-under to-
tal that he set in 2011 and Perry matched in
2012.

Langer won the event in 2011 and 2013.
The two-time Masters champion has 25 vic-
tories on the 50-and-over tour.

"I know when things go great, it's unbe-
lievable the scores that can be produced,”
Langer said. "I once won a tournament by
17 shots. When everything gets going, you
know, I can go low. But there's still a couple
of hiccups out there, which I got away with.
Like the tee shot on 18 and the tee shot on
17, I wasn't happy with."

However, he said his 5-iron shot to 12 feet
on No. 17 and bunker shot over water onto
the green on No. 18 to save par gave him a
lot of confidence.

Langer made a 15-foot putt on No. 3 for
eagle that got his day going. He also had a
25-footer for birdie on No. 16. He also had
a few putts he just missed in earlier holes.
He's had to change from the anchored-put-
ting stroke he used the past 17 years because
a rule change this year.

"He looked at me last year at the end of the
year and he told me, 'T'll figure it out,"
Perry said.

Langer said players asked him last year
when he was going to make the putting
change and he said "Not until the season's
over." There was a Schwab Cup to be won.

And this year, the adjustment is progres-
sing.

"I had some fantastic two putts from long
distance and made a few and really I didn't
miss any short ones," he said. "What else
can you expect from a putting, right?

Perry and Scott Dunlap were tied for se-
cond. Perry had a 67, and Dunlap shot 66.
Perry had three birdies and a bogey from
Nos. 14-17. Only a bogey on No. 7 stopped
Dunlap's birdie run from Nos. 3-8. He also
birdied Nos. 16 and 17. AP

TENNIS

Venus Williams
beats Misaki Doi to
win Taiwan Open

OP-SEEDED Venus Williams over-
powered Misaki Doi of Japan 6-4, 6-2
yesterday to win the Taiwan Open without
dropping a set in the tournament.
Williams saved six of nine break points in her
first meeting against the second-seeded Doi.
The seven-time major winner, a surprise
first-round loser at the Australian Open last
month, earned her 49th career WTA title.
Doi was bidding for her second WTA ca-
reer title following last year's win in Lu-
xembourg. AP
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Insight

Paulo Barbosa

WEeLcomE 10 THE YEAR
oF THE IMonNKeY

In the early hours of the first day of the Year
of the Monkey (February 8), | visited the A-Ma
Temple and withessed a memorable moment.
The night was misty and there was the occa-
sional sound of firecrackers, which are thought
to scare away evil spirits. The square facing the
temple was crowded with families coming from
their CNY-eve dinners.

People were buying joss sticks, altar candles
and pinwheels from the stalls facing the temple
and dutifully proceeding inside in order to pray
and make wishes for good fortune, prosperity,
and wellbeing.

For someone who comes from the West —
where religion and superstition nowadays have,
let's say, more contained expressions — it’s puz-
zling to see grown men and women making their
beautiful, newly-bought pinwheels spin around
and around in the breeze inside the temple and
bowing to the goddess.

Both tradition and faith say that praying brings
blessings and that pinwheels may help “to turn
one’s luck around,” or turn obstacles into oppor-
tunities. That’s why they are a revered symbol
during the Spring Festival.

“Pinwheels are made with a number of
pinwheels and auspicious elements affixed to
a frame. As the pinwheels revolve in the wind,
the individual pinwheels secure and multiply the
states of being or the spiritual benefits desired
by the worshiper. Those who suffer from bad
luck, are dissatisfied with their living conditions,
or are concerned about family and personal is-
sues, hope to effect a change in their fortunes, or
at least, an easing of difficulties, from the good
effects of the pinwheel,” explains Janet Lee Sco-
tt in her book “For Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors:
The Chinese Tradition of Paper Offerings.”

Those who believe in the benefits of the
pinwheel are in the realm of magical thought.
But who said that allowing ourselves a certain
degree of magical thought every now and then is
wrong or childish? It was precisely that eruption
of tradition and superstition that brought about
the fairylike atmosphere at the A-Ma Temple on
the first day of the first lunar month.

My foreign eyes see the Chinese New Year as
a blend of Christmas and New Year’s Eve. The-
re’s the moment of family reunion, gift exchange
(“lai see”), and also the countdown to midnight
and passage to another season. There are pro-
mises of good luck and well wishes in the air, with
cheerful people dressed in their best clothes, ce-
lebrating together with their loved ones, making
wishes for a better future, shouting “kung hei fat
choi!” In the fast-paced world we live in, where
so many families are disrupted and greed rules,
the brief moment of CNY benevolence is worth
all the magical thought.

In Macau, the lunar year started with mixed fee-
lings. On the positive side, the number of tourists
who entered the region during the festive week
totaled 908,000. The official data released by the
Public Security Police Force indicates that this is
an increase of 4.7 percent when compared with
the 2015 CNY, but my impression when walking
downtown is that there have been busier years
in the past. Anyway, tourists, especially those
from the mainland, still like to visit this “charming
and quiet place,” as they say. Time to make a
profit while that perception lasts...

The bad news was the fire at the main pavi-
lion of the A-Ma Temple, rightly considered to be
one of the city’s top attractions. According to the
initial assessment, the damage is not irreversib-
le and the major repair works will be concluded
within three months. But those who are prone
to the above-mentioned magical thought would
certainly say that it is a bad omen for Macau.

Knock on wood.
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Australia’s prime minister on Saturday an-
nounced a Cabinet reshuffle after three minis-
ters resigned over scandals and two announ-
ced that they will retire at elections due within
months.

It is the second major reshuffle for Prime
Minister Malcolm Turnbull since he came to

power in September. It introduced six new mi-
nisters among 42 who must prove themselves
ahead of elections due around September.

Turnbull said he did not expect to make any
further ministerial changes ahead of the election.
The reshuffle revitalized the government through
the promotion of younger ministers, he said.

HK hosts Valentine’s Day
with 25,000 LED roses

T’S like a romantic sce-

ne out of one of South
Korea’s sappy soap dra-
mas — tens of thousands of
illuminated roses forming
an impressive backdrop
for the lead actor and ac-
tress to declare their love
for each other.

The Light Rose Garden, a
public art installation fea-
turing a sea of white roses
made with light-emitting
diode, or LED, is also a
perfect venue for Valenti-

B

Magenta-robed religious officials escort an effigy of Christ in Macau’s annual Procession of the Passion of Our
Lord, journeying from the Cathedral to St. Domingo’s Church.

LED light roses are lit up at the “Light Rose Garden”, against the
backdrop of Central, the business district of Hong Kong

ne’s Day in Hong Kong.

Originating in South Ko-
rea, the Light Rose Garden
is on a world tour with its
first stop in the southern
Chinese city.

Organizer Jung Yong Jin
said he’s thrilled to see
people outside of Seoul
enjoying the garden, made
up of 25,000 waterproof
white roses arranged ti-
ghtly in Hong Kong’s land-
mark Central and Western
District Promenade, with

25 roses planted every 3
square meters.

The roses light up each ni-
ghtandinstantlyilluminate
the park against the back-
drop of Hong Kong’s skyli-
ne. Couples, families and
friends flock to take pho-
tos.

“I created this LED rose
garden because I wanted
families, friends and lo-
vers to come out to parks
at night,” Jung said.

A woman from Taiwan,
who was visiting with her
boyfriend, said the roman-
tic setting reminded her of
Korean dramas.

“I don’t feel anything,”
the boyfriend, who iden-
tified himself only as Lee,
laughed. “She showed me
those scenes. Korean dra-
mas are like that. So when
I read about it, I wanted to
bring her here.”

For Valentine’s, he gave
her roses made of Lego
bricks.

The light garden’s next
stop is Singapore on Feb.
22. AP
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WORLD BRIEFS

HAITIAN lawmakers
yesterday chose the
country’s Senate chief
to lead a caretaker
government that will

fill the void left by last
week’s departure of
former President Michel
Martelly and perhaps
ease lingering tensions
that recently pushed the
deeply polarized nation into
political crisis.

SWEDEN Five British
men, reportedly including
members of British indie
band Viola Beach, were
killed when their car drove
through a barrier and
plunged into a canal near
Stockholm. The accident
on Saturday afternoon
occurred when the men’s
hire car crashed through
a barrier that was closed
to stop vehicles as a
drawbridge was opening
up ahead. The victims were
British and aged between
20 and 35, he said.

US Antonin Scalia, the
influential conservative and
most provocative member
of the U.S. Supreme

Court, has died, leaving
the high court without its
conservative majority and
setting up an ideological
confrontation over his
SUCCESSOT.

PORTUGAL It’s been quite
the wild ride for investors
in Portuguese government
bonds in 2016 and, with
history seeming to repeat
itself, there’s no end in
sight. Portugal’s 10-year
bond yields moved in a
range of 143 basis points
last week amid concern
that lawmakers’ plans

to speed up the reversal
of state salary cuts and
increase indirect taxes will
hit its reform program.

CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC went ahead
with a presidential runoff
vote yesterday that many
hope will solidify a tentative
peace after more than two
years of sectarian fighting
left untold thousands dead
and forced nearly half a
million people to flee to
neighboring countries.



