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CHINA’s top securities
regulator Xiao Gang will
step down following
months of turmoil in
Chinese stock markets
that battered faith in
Beijing’s economic
management.The
departure of Xiao,

a legal expert with
decades of experience
in the finance industry,
may help assuage
public anger at the
dramatic boom and
bust, but doesn’t
address the market’s
underlying problems.
More on p10
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UK British voters

will choose whether
to remain in the EU
on June 23 after
what is expected

to be a feverish
campaign. Most gov’t
heavyweights back
PM David Cameron’s
call to stay in.
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Alan Ho gave orders
to investigate Lisboa’s
prostitution ring

3

Gov'tg

The Macau government has granted Sands China Ltd an

rants Parisian extension

Renato Marques

HE Hotel Lisboa had received
and handled complaints from
women who were being asked to

tances, but found nothing on those
recordings that could sustain those
accusations.

Yeung also mentioned that later
there were other accusations of the

other times it was not, depending
on the needs of the hotel. He fur-
ther explained that the counter was
not exclusive to the YSL, but was
also used for the checking in and

extension to complete the construction on their Parisian
Macao, according to a statement by the Land, Public
Works and Transport Bureau made to Tribuna de Macau.
The deadline has been extended to November 2016,
despite the requirement for the property to be completed
by April. Sands China notified authorities in May last year
that they would be unlikely to meet their April deadline,
and requested an extension for a later date in 2016. Sands
China began construction on the USD2.7 billion-resort
back in February 2013. According to information released
previously, The Parisian Macao will feature an integrated
resort with about 3,000 rooms and suites. It will also offer
meeting spaces, restaurants, retail shops, a spa and health
club, a children’s club, two observation decks and a pool
deck that includes Aquaworld, a themed water park aiming

out of large groups of people in or-
der to avoid complications and the
accumulation of people at the other
counters throughout the hotel. The
counter also served as a point for
complaints to be reported.

Yeung said the use of that counter
or the “normal” front-desk was ba-
sed only on the number of people
using the counters, and particu-
larly the number of YSL who were
searching for a room.

He said also that during the time

same kind that arrived by email.
Questioned by the judge Rui Ri-
beiro, the witness said that they
replied to the emails and tried to
request any evidence from those
people, but nothing was received.
Similar to a previously examined
witness (Lam Wa), Yeung por-
trayed Alan Ho as a hardworking,
zealous and honest man, dedicated
to work and to the large number
of positions and working duties
he has held in almost all the com-

pay to access a “working room” in
the hotel, says the former General
Manager, Samuel Yeung. Mr Yeung
also revealed that Alan Ho had re-
quested for those complaints to be
investigated.

These are two of the facts that have
come to light after the latest session
of the trial that involves six defen-
dants accused of being part of a pros-
titution ring that operated in Hotel
Lisboa. These defendants include its
former executive director, Alan Ho.

Several witnesses related to the

to attract mostly business, leisure and family travelers.

HK Secretary Raymond Tam

visited Macau

The HK Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Secretary,
Raymond Tam, visited Macau last week where he met
with the territory’s Secretary for Economy and Finance,
Leong Vai Tac. According to a government statement, both
secretaries exchanged ideas on issues of common interest,
such as “13th Five-Year Plan, the cooperation between
the regions of the Pan-Pearl River Delta, the construction
of free trade zones in Guangdong, the support policies

for entrepreneurship and youth employment, among
others.” Both leaders recognized the interdependence

of Hong Kong and Macau, and agreed that it is essential
to strengthen cooperation between the two territories

in the spirit of mutual help and cooperation. The Macau
tour ended with a visit to the Seac Pai Van public housing
where Tam met briefly with the vice president of the

Macau Housing Bureau, Kuoc Vai Han.

Filmmakers optimistic over

region’s cinema

A press conference was held at the Science Center last
week ahead of the Macau premiere of “Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon: Sword of Destiny,” which screened on
Thursday night at Galaxy Macau’s UA cinema. During
the event, artists and filmmakers including Thomas Lim,
Carlos Koo and Sharon Lok shared their opinions on
various matters relating to film, such as why sequels do
not usually outperform the original in a series. They also
discussed their opinions with some artists remarking that
they were optimistic about the future of Macau cinema.
They commended government support for initiatives

suspects Peter Lun and Alan Ho,
who is Stanley Ho’s nephew, were
heard during the court session that
took place at the Court of First
Instance (TJB) on Friday. The hi-
ghlights of the day came with the
examination of the former Hotel
Lisboa General Manager, Samuel
Yeung, who worked in the hotel for
18 years, prior to Peter Lun.

The former head manager, who is
close to Alan Ho, and with whom
he is said to have had daily meetin-
gs, explained to the court in more
detail the functions and working
duties of the several managerial
positions at Hotel Lisboa, as well
as his working relationship with
the first defendant.

Yeung said that on several occa-
sions the hotel received complaints
accusing several people of extor-
ting money from the prostitutes
to enable them to work at the ho-
tel, and said that those cases were
always taken seriously by the ad-
ministration and were investigated
as much as possible. He added: “In
2012 or 2013 we had several mee-
tings about this topic with Mr Alan
Ho in several instances.

“Firstly there were complain-
ts about the security, then about
some of the managers. Mr Ho
asked me to investigate all those
accusations. I called the numbers
to learn more about [the matter]

panies of the groups headed by the
gaming tycoon Stanley Ho, both in
Macau and abroad.

According to Yeung, the limita-
tions applied to the use of rooms on

@ Ambrose So
described Alan
Ho as a fair and
honest person

Hotel Lisboa’s fifth and sixth floors
came down to a management deci-
sion taken around 2004—2005 due
to a large number of complaints
from hotel guests regarding noise
and continuous movement in the
corridors. Until then, there were no
limitations at all for the women de-
dicated to the prostitution business
in the hotel, and they could occu-
py any room like any other hotel
client. Those women were known
at the hotel by the nickname Young
Single Ladies (YSL).

The former manager also explai-
ned that those floors were not for
exclusive use by the YSL; there was
another area with around 20 to 30
other rooms available to any cus-
tomer, which was usually used by
agency tour groups.

Regarding the so-called “Assis-
tant Manager Desk” (AM Desk),

he worked in the hotel, he never
heard of any other means of deter-
mining suitability of guests besides
the presence of their name, or lack
thereof, on the hotel “Black List,” a
list which included names of guests
who had caused trouble or damage
to the hotel.

Questioned by the lawyer Rui Sou-
sa as to whether at any time the
police authorities had made any
recommendation to the hotel not
to accept certain clients who wou-
1d use the rooms for prostitution,
Yeung said “No, never!” He added
that every time the police conducted
operations or searches of the hotel,
they never explained why they were
doing it or, subsequent to that, any
outcomes of those operations.

As he explained to the court:
“They [the police] just invited the
girls to go to the police station, af-
ter which some would return and
others would not, or would return
escorted by the police officers to
do the check-out. We never un-
derstood why. We suspected that
it had to do with a visa expiration
or overstay, but we were never in-
formed of that by anyone from the
police,” Sanuel Yeung said.

Another of the witnesses who pro-
vied evidence on Friday was the
Chief Executive Officer of SJTM Hol-
dings, Ambrose So, who reaffirmed
description of Alan Ho as a fair and
honest person.

promoting the local film industry. “Sword of Destiny”

is an American-Chinese martial arts sequel to Ang Lee’s
surprise international success, “Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon,” which grossed USD128 million in box office sales
in the U.S. The movie remains one of the highest-grossing
foreign-language films in U.S. history to date.

So said that he had heard Alan
Ho saying that he wanted to give
a “cleaner image” to the hotel and
that the prostitutes were affecting
that image.

the counter indicated in previous
sessions of the trial as being the
“special” location for registration of
the YSL, the former manager said
that sometimes it was used and at

and delivered the information to
Mr Lun,” he recalled, saying that
he resorted on several occasions to
reviewing recordings from CCTV
in order to try to find relevant ins-
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Alex Vong appointed new
Customs Service head

LEX Vong, the former
president of the Civic
and Municipal Affairs
ureau’s (IACM) ad-
ministrative committee, has
been appointed the new Cus-
toms Service (SA) Director in a
decision announced by the Chief
Executive (CE), Chui Sai On, on
Saturday. He will be inaugurated
today at a ceremony to be held at
the government’s headquarters.
In a speech to announce the
appointment, Chui said that the
process of picking Alex Vong had
been concluded on Friday (Fe-
bruary 19). He also highlighted
that a well-run SA is of the up-
most importance.
During the press conference
held at the government headquar-

XINHUA

order to achieve expected goals.
With this new appointment, the

Customs Service may be able to

return to normality. This comes

4 Alex

Vong joined
the public
administration
in 1994

after the Secretary for Security,
Wong Sio Chak, was appointed
as acting director on October 30
last year, prompted by the sud-
den death of the former director,
Lai Man Wa, which was classi-

ters, the CE mentioned that the
decision to appoint Vong for this
position was based on the requi-
rements of the Basic Law, which
stipulates that the person who is to
be appointed to these duties “must
have appropriate qualities and
skills for this role, in particular, po-
litical abilities, responsibility, abi-
lity for political decision-making,
coordination skills, as well as expe-
rience and effective administrative
management.”

After weighing all these factors,
Vong was chosen and the request
was sent to the Central Govern-
ment, which gave its green light.

The Secretary for Security,
Wong Sio Chak, who has been
taking on these duties as acting
Director of SA since the end of
October last year, said at the

Alex Vong

same event that he was “in com-
plete agreement with the nomi-
nation and convinced that Alex
Vong has the ability to lead SA
and start working effectively.”
The newly appointed director
used the occasion to praise the
professionalism of the SA team,
“whose work,” Vong said, “had
important effects in the protec-
tion and security of the commu-
nity and in economic develop-
ment.” He added that it would be
“a pleasure to be able to coopera-
te with this [customs] team.”
Vong also noted the “many
challenges” that the Customs
Service faces currently with the
allocation of a larger jurisdic-
tion in Macau’s maritime areas;

he considers the prevention and
surveillance of maritime areas to
be “a new mission”.

Vong concluded by highlighting
the need for “full cooperation and
dedication of all staff of the SA” in

fied by the authorities as suicide
by asphyxiation.

Aged 49, Alex Vong was born
in Macau and has served in lea-
ding positions at the IACM and
the Macau Sport Development
Board. He joined the public ad-
ministration in 1994. RM

VONG'S APPOINTMENT BRINGS CHANGES
IN IACM AND SPORT DEVELOPMENT BOARD

WITH ALEX Vong moving from
the position of president at IACM
to that of director at SA, other
restructuring within govern-
ment departments have become
necessary. Therefore, to occupy
the vacant position of IACM
president, the executive have

chosen José Tavares, who was
previously President of the Macau
Sport Development Board (ID),

a post in turn previously held by
Vong. In light of this change, the
former vice-president of the ID,
Pun Weng Kun, now assumes the
presidency of the ID.

Macau accused of handing over HK residents

AW enforcement agencies in Macau

have reportedly used extrajudicial
means to extradite at least three people to
mainland authorities since 2007. The Sou-
th China Morning Post reported yesterday
that two of them are permanent residents
of Hong Kong, citing court documents and
sources.

The newspaper describes how on March
18, 2007, a woman took a ferry from Hong
Kong to Macau and was intercepted by
immigration officials “to collaborate in an
investigation,” according to a court docu-
ment. The following day, Macau’s Prosecu-
tion Office agreed to turn over the woman
(red-flagged by Interpol for tax evasion) to
mainland authorities.

The Court of Final Appeal (TUI) ruled in
2007 that it was illegal to return fugitives
to mainland Chinese authorities.

Another case unfolded on February 6,
2008, when a woman, also a permanent
resident of Hong Kong, who allegedly
committed a burglary on the mainland,
was arrested while entering Macau.

TUI issued another similar ruling: “This
court having already decided [...] in 2007
that it was illegal to return fugitives to

mainland China

authorities [...] it was insisted that the
return would proceed, without a law or
agreement, without an organized process,
without allowing the defendant’s defense
and without an order from a judge. These
acts discredit the justice system, undermi-
ne the rule of law and do not confer presti-
ge to the Macau SAR.”

Yet another case caused controversy
in Macau when a Chinese fugitive, Wu
Quansheng, had his residency status in
Macau revoked by the Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance’s Office. Wu Quansheng
was eventually expelled from Macau, al-
though the SAR and mainland China are
yet to sign an extradition treaty, as the Ti-
mes reported.

Discussions to produce such a treaty have
been in the works for around two-and-a-
half years and are expected to conclude
this year.

A Macau-based lawyer, who wishes to
remain anonymous, told the SCMP, “The
agreement is to legitimize what they [the
agencies] have already been doing, becau-
se they know it’s illegal.”

Benny Tai, an associate professor of law at

"

it
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The Court of Final Appeal

the University of Hong Kong who initiated
the “Occupy Central with Love and Peace”
campaign in January 2013, said that there
were reasons for “grave concern.” He ad-
ded that the Hong Kong government could
not guarantee that HKSAR residents han-
ded over to Macau as part of an inter-SAR
extradition agreement would not be ille-
gally relocated to the mainland.

“The jurisdictional integrity of Hong
Kong and Macau as well as the rule of law
in both jurisdictions are both seriously de-
graded by these extrajudicial kidnappin-
gs,” Hong Kong lawyer Michael Vidler told
the SCMP. Staff reporter

XINHUA

No legal revision
for real estate
sector

The government has no
immediate plans to revise the
legal framework governing

the private real estate market,
according to the Secretary for
Transport and Public Works,
Raimundo do Rosério. Speaking
to the media on the sidelines of
an event last week, the secretary
indicated that authorities do

not plan to modify the rules
governing the sale of units in
buildings under construction,
nor do they plan to alter any
other regulations that applies

to the private real estate sector.
However, he added that the local
authorities would continue to
monitor the development of and
changes to, the local property
market.

Macau Post to
issue one million
CNY stamps

Starting from today at 9 a.m.,
Macau Post will issue 1 million
stamps for the “Lunar Year of the
Monkey.” The number of stamps
issued is the highest in the four
years since the postal services
began issuing stamps designed
in accordance with the Chinese
zodiac sign. According to the
regulations, interested parties are
allowed to buy 20 sets of stamps,
each set containing four stamps,
and are allowed to buy another
three label stamps. The Macau
Post director, Lau Wai Meng,
indicated that since the Chinese
zodiac sign stamps have been a
hit, they decided to issue double
the number of stamps that they
printed for last year’s themed
design.

Expat employee
wins lawsuit over
labor dispute

The Court of Second Instance
ruled that a company must

pay more than MOP200,000

to one of its expat employees.
TDM reported that the worker,

a British passport holder, made

a verbal agreement with the
company when being recruited,
in which the company pledged to
offer him MOP40,000 per month
in salary and housing allowance.
However, the expatriate reported
only receiving approximately
MOP10,000 per month. The
company had appealed to the
Court of Second Instance, but
the court upheld the original
decision.
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Visitor spending decreased
17.2 percent in 2015

OR the entire year of

2015, visitor spending
excluding gaming de-
creased 17.2 percent from
MOP61.75 billion in 2014
to MOP51.15 billion last
year, according to the Sta-
tistics and Census Service
(DSEC). The agency says
that this represents the
first annual decline since
the data was first released
in 2010.

Non-gaming visitor
spending of overnight vi-
sitors (MOP40.17 billion)
dropped 21.1 percent whi-
le that of same-day visi-
tors (MOP10.96 billion)
increased by 0.9 percent
over the course of the year.

Visitor spending exclu-
ding gaming fell by 7.1
percent in the fourth quar-
ter of 2015 when compa-
red with the same period
in 2014, amounting to
MOP13.05 billion. At the
same time, fourth-quar-
ter spending rose by 4.7
percent from MOP12.47
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billion in the third quarter
of 2015.

The fourth quarter of
2015 saw a per capita
spending increase of 7.8
percent over the third
quarter, but a 5.5-per-
cent year-on-year decline.
Mainland visitors spent
4.9 percent less per ca-
pita than they did during
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the same period in 2014.
Likewise, per capita spen-
ding of visitors from Sin-
gapore, Malaysia, Taiwan,
the U.S. and the U.K. re-
gistered annual decreases,
while those from Australia
increased marginally by 1
percent year-on-year.
Analyzed by consump-
tion structure, visitors

spent mainly on shopping
(46 percent), accommo-
dation (25.5 percent) and
food & beverage (20.4 per-
cent) in the last quarter of
2015. The consumption
structure was broadly si-
milar to that registered
during the third quarter.

Visitor satisfaction
toward various services
declined considerably
during the fourth quarter
of 2015 when compared
with the previous one. The
proportion of visitors sa-
tisfied with the services of
hotels (87.9 percent), ga-
ming establishments (83
percent) and retail shops
(81.7 percent) dropped by
0.9, 1.2 and 3.4 percentage
points, respectively.

Those satisfied with
travel agency services
(78.5 percent) and public
transport services (67.8
percent) both fell subs-
tantially by 7.5 and 4.7
percentage points, respec-
tively.

30m pageviews per year
www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Times App
on App Store & Google Play

L’Arc theft allegedly
involves ‘Broken
Tooth’ VIP room

NOTHER incident of internal gaming theft

in Macau was revealed over the weekend af-
ter it transpired that the L’Arc Macau casino had
notified the police that it had been a victim of
theft in one of the casino’s VIP rooms.

According to Hong Kong’s Economic Journal,
the Judiciary Police received a report estimating
the loss of around HKD1 million from a VIP room
at the L’Arc casino, which operates under an SJTM
license.

The VIP room reportedly operated a “profit-sha-
ring area,” whereby an operator and junket part-
ners share profits and losses at these tables at a
predetermined ratio. The employee alleged to be
behind the theft was responsible for looking after
these shared tables.

It is the second case of internal theft at L’Arc
Macau this year, though it is significantly smaller
than the HKD99.7 million-theft reported by a se-
nior executive at the affected junket last month.
An article on gaming news website Calvin Ayre re-
ports that the theft occurred in a VIP room allege-
dly controlled by Wan “Broken Tooth” Kuok-koi —
the former leader of the notorious 14K Triad.

Wan’s release in December 2012, after ser-
ving a 14-year sentence for illegal gambling,
loansharking and criminal association, saw the
former triad leader announce the resumption of
his activities in Macau’s junket industry. More
recent reports confirmed that Wan had opened a
new VIP room in an unidentified casino, which
the Economic Journal reported on Thursday to
be the L’Arc casino. Staff reporter
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Ken Ritter, Las Vegas

judge said that
billionaire ca-
sino  magnate
nd Las Vegas
newspaper owner Shel-
don Adelson can be ques-
tioned for up to 49 hours
beginning this week by
lawyers for a former Ma-
cau casino executive who
claims he was wrongly fi-
red in 2010.

A lawyer for former
Sands China chief execu-
tive Steven Jacobs said in
court that he expects an
attempt by Adelson and
his lawyers to disrupt the
sworn deposition in an ef-
fort to scuttle plans to be-
gin the long-awaited civil
trial June 27. The ques-
tioning won’t be in open
court.

“We will start with Mr.
Adelson, and then there
will be a blow-up in an
attempt to obstruct this
deposition so it cannot
be done,” Jacobs’ attor-
ney, Todd Bice, told Clark
County District Court Ju-
dge Elizabeth Gonzalez.

Outside court, Bice said
he believes it’s clear that
Adelson and lawyers for
Las Vegas Sands and
Sands China Ltd. want a
delay.

Jacobs has also been un-

COURTS

Sheldon Adelson
facing 49 hours of
pretrial questions

dergoing days of pretrial
questioning by attorneys
for Adelson, Las Vegas
Sands Corp. and Sands
China Ltd.

Jacobs contends he was
fired by Adelson and Las
Vegas Sands in an at-
tempt to cover up impro-
per activities by the com-
pany in the Chinese gam-
bling enclave of Macau.

Adelson and Sands deny
wrongdoing.  Attorneys
for Adelson and the com-
panies declined to com-
ment outside court. A
spokesman for Las Vegas
Sands didn’t immediately
respond to Bice’s claim
about delaying tactics.

There was no talk in the
courtroom about a ruling
Wednesday by Chief Clark
County District Court Ju-
dge David Barker keeping
Gonzalez on the case. But

a statement from Sands
Las Vegas said the com-
pany will appeal Barker’s
ruling to the Nevada Su-
preme Court.

@ The judge
has clashed
numerous
times with
Adelson
lawyers in
the Jacobs
case

It would be the 12th
pretrial issue taken to
the state high court, and
it also could delay trial if
the justices order a halt

to proceedings pending a
decision.

The case has also spaw-
ned several related cases,
including a defamation
claim and a federal law-
suit filed last month by
Jacobs.

Attorneys for Las Ve-
gas Sands have argued in
the state court case that
Gonzalez should be dis-
qualified for “personal
dealings with the press”
and for letting Jacobs’
lawyers make inquiries
about the Adelson family
buying the Las Vegas Re-
view-Journal newspaper
in December.

Gonzalez has issued
statements denying bias.
She filed a document last
week declaring she “will
continue to be fair and
impartial toward all par-
ties in this case.”

AP PHOTO

The purchase of the
Review-Journal came
weeks after several re-
porters were assigned by
then-owners Gatehouse
Media LLC to investigate
Gonzalez and two other
Las Vegas judges not in-
volved in Adelson litiga-
tion.

No story appeared in
the Review-Journal, but a
small Connecticut news-
paper headed by an exe-
cutive affiliated with Ga-
tehouse published a story
about specialized busi-
ness courts that criticized
Gonzalez for “inconsis-
tent” and “contradictory”
rulings.

The judge has clashed

Las Vegas Sands CGorp. Chairman and CEO Sheldon Adelson

numerous times with
Adelson lawyers in the
Jacobs case.

She sanctioned the legal
team last year for “mis-
representations and lack
of candor” and failing
to turn over documen-
ts. They were ordered to
pay USD250,000 to legal
charities and cover court
costs incurred by Jacobs
in the document battle.

Gonzalez also admo-
nished Adelson during his
testimony in open court
last year for not answe-
ring a routine question
from Jacobs’ lawyers.

The judge told Adelson
he didn’t get to argue
with her. AP

ENTERTAINMENT

Moon lantern party

LBERGUE SCM is set to

ost its “Celebration of the
Moon Lantern Festival” today
from 6.30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. in
the courtyard of the iconic buil-
ding. The event, which celebra-
tes the romantic full moon festi-
val, will feature two live outdoor
performances by Tong Chong
Arts Troupe (Cantonese opera-
tic songs) and the Portuguese

PHOTO ARCHIVE

band, Sunny Side Up.

Organizers also say that fes-
tive food and drink, a lantern
riddle-solving game, traditional
rabbit lanterns for children and
fortune fai-chun gifts will be
offered during the celebratory
evening.

Albergue SCM is launching
the “Master Choi Chun Heng
Chinese Calligraphy Art Exhibi-

tion” with a selection of around
30 calligraphy pieces on display
from today until the end of the
month. Revenue generated by
the project will be donated to
the Society for the Protection of
Animals (Anima).

The institution has also prepa-
red 300 snack boxes with tradi-
tional festive treats. The distri-
bution of numbered tokens will

commence at 6 p.m., limited to
one per person, while the boxes
themselves will be available for
collection between 7:15 p.m.
and 8:15 p.m.

The courtyard is a fitting lo-
cation for the full-moon party
as it is home to the “Marriage
Trees”. The two trees growing
in the courtyard have been in-
tertwined for more than a cen-
tury, and according to Albergue
representatives, have been wit-
ness to countless marriage pro-
posals.

The celebrations tonight are
admission free.

@ AD

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

ERFundc

e Deluxe Units

Toilets

FREE DELIVERY

Portable Chemical Toilet Hiring

e Regular Units, Flush Units
e Units with Sanitizers, Sinks

e Daily, Weekly or Monthly
e Deliver, Pick-Up & Pump Out of Portable

Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

Care fis Qul‘\“

ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.

We provide all range of dental services:

- Oral examination and radiology investigation

— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry
— Children Dentistry
— Orthodontic Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure

the highest level of infection control.

ICQ Oral Health Center

— Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Endodontic Treatment
— Periodontal Treatment
— Emergency Treatment

Website: www.icgoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/icqoral

CONSULTATION BY APPOINTMENT:

OFFice vour: 10:00AM-19:00PM

Crose oN Sun, Tug axp Pusric HoLipay

Rm1907, 19/F, AIA Tower, Nos. 251A-301, Avenipa CoMMERCIAL DE Macau, Macau SAR
Fax: (853)28356483

TeL: (853)28373266

EMAIL: INFO@ICQORAL.COM

WWW.ICQORAL.COM
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PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR

RENT

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at:

For Rent

+853 2835 2699 property s

M 5 w8 Al

www.JMLproperty.com

Rent Houston Court
(Ref: 15110549)
740sq. ft. HKD13,500

Situated in the heart of the village.

The apartment has a modern open plan
kitchen, dining & living area, good size
master bedroom with built in storage,
separate walk in shower room, second
bedroom has built in cabinets could be a
large office or small double bedroom.

One Central - Macavu
(Ref: 15050509)
2,200q. ft. HKD 28,000

This furnished 3 bedroom, 2 bathrooms
apartment is bright and spacious with a
large open planned living recom/dining
room. A great location within walking
distance to MGM, Wynn and Mandarin
Oriental. Directly linked to the shopping
centre.

Lakeview - Macau
(Ref: 15080524)
2,950q. ft. HKD 25,000

Bright and spacious 3 bedrooms, with a
large dressing room, fully fitted air
conditioned kitchen and separate utility
room. Fully Furnished with a large front
balcony over looking the Macau tower to
Taipa. Convenient location.

Close to Grand Lisboa and Senado
square. Viewings by appointment only.

Tai Nin - Macau
(Ref: 15090536)
850sq. ft. HKD 8,500

Lovely fumished one bedroom apartment
near Senado Square. Bright open planned
living room, dining room and kitchen.
Great size double bedrooms built in
wardrobe in bedroom. Fourth floor of a
walk up building very close to cafes, shops,
banks, bus stop, a unique chance to live in
Central Macau.

Manhattan F Unit, Central

Taipa

(Ref: 15090534)

1,720q. ft. HKD 21,500

Large master bedroom with en suite
bathroom. Two guest bedrooms (one
single & one double). Each bedroom has
plenty of free standing storage.Cpen plan
living / dining room. Galley style modermn
kitchen with built white goods. Smaill
laundry balcony. Resort style facilities; lap
pool kids pool, kids.

La Baie Du Noble

(Ref: 15090541)
3,700sq. ft. HKD 45,000

Fabulous spacious two terrace duplex
Asian contemporary furnished apartment
for rent in Macau. The terrace is
completely surrounded by a beautiful view
with a some greenery which includes patio
furniture and grill for entertaining. Lots of
sunlight. If's includes: 3 on suite master
bedroom, one office room, 4 bathrooms,
Maids room, Laundry room washer and
dryer, Good size kitchen with Granite fops,
stainless steel appliances (oven,

For Sae

Jou Fai Kuok, St Pauls

Ruin's Macavu
(Ref: 15075447)
627sq. ft. HKD 3.98M
Rate: HKD 4,347sq ft

One bedroom apartment in Heritage Area
of Macau. A five minute from the Ruins of St
Pauls. Renovated 3 years ago. Good size
master bedroom with build in wardrobes.
Modern shower room with build in under
counter cabinet. Well equipped kitchen. §
shaped living / dining area with small nock
for desk.

H Unit in Gladiolus Court,

Hellene Gardens
(Ref: 11115275)

2,530sq. ft. HKD 11.8M

Rate: HKD4,664sq ft

Unique opportunity to purchase a
completely renovated & remodeled
duplex apartment in Hellene Gardens.
Plumbing, electrics and flooring
throughout have been completely
replaced. Reverse cycle Daikin air
conditioners throughout.Two side by side

Roof Top (Investment

Apartment) - Macau

{Ref: 15055441)

799sq. ft. HKD 4.993M

Rate: HKD6,250sq ft

Renovated 5 years ago this apartment
has a modern open plan kitchen. The
main floor consists of a good size double
bedroom and a separate bathroom. A
wooden staircase leads to the upper
floor which has an open areq, good for
bedroom, office, studio or entertainment
area. This apartment has a wonderful
private terrace with views over looking

One Central, Tower 7, Unit

E Macau
(Ref: 15090533)
1,300q. ft. HKD 26,000

Premier Apartment Building. Central
Location. Bright & Airy. Newly furnished /
Colour Palate Grey Blues, White & Yellow.
Modern Fitted Kitchen, galley style.
Available frorn December 2015.Newly
furnished. Excellent club facilities.

One Oasis, Tower 3, Unit B

- Coloane

(Ref: 15070515)

1,286sq. ff. HKD 13,800

Furnished 2 bed apartment, 2 bathrooms
with one being en suite. One Oasis offers
amazing club house facilities including a
indoor and outdoor swimming pool,
cinema, restaurant, kids playrocom and a
fantastic gym. Hourly shuttle bus and main
route for public transportation. Great
location with Cotai Strip and ferry terminal
only 10 minutes away.

Car Park Space in Chun

Leong - Taipa
(Ref: 15050514)

Osq. ft. HKD 1.8M

Rate: HKD Oft.

Car park for Sale,

Asking price : HKD 1,800,000

Contact Property Consultants Today.

parking spaces. 2 Car Parks Included in
price.

Lorraine

(English Speaker)

T: (853) 6610 2371
Lomraine@ JMLProperty.com

Juliet

(English Speaker)

T: (853) 6680 7804
Juliet@ JMLPropertv.com

Government Offices. Viewing by
appointment only.

Office: (853) 2835 24699 Email: Info@JMLProperty.com
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Paulo Coutinho

HE Consulate General of

Canada in Hong Kong and
Macau continues to explore ad-
ditional opportunities for enga-
gement between Canadians and
the local community of Macau,
“thus resulting in the Pop-Up
Canada! initiative,” which star-
ts today in Macau for the very
first time. “We hope to see more
Canadians and local Macanese
residents at Pop-Up Canada!”
Mr Ian Burchett told the Times
in an exclusive interview via
email.

Mr Burchett speaks proudly
of the “socially engaged” local
Canadian community, most
notably on the education front.
However, the Canadian presen-
ce in the city has become no-
ticeably bigger in the past five
years or so, in terms of people,
trade, investment and tourism,
mirroring the evolution of the
MSAR’s economy.

In the interview, Canada’s top
representative in both SARs
revealed the “informal estab-
lishment of the Canadian Club
of Macau, which will begin hos-
ting monthly events aimed at
bringing Canadians together”
— of whom, as he puts it, there
“are more than you think.”

Macau Daily Times (MDT) -
The best-known “brands”
when you think of Canada
in Macau would be the In-
ternational School of Macau
(TIS) and the fact that the
first CE, Mr Edmund Ho,
studied in Canada. What are
you developing now?

James Ian Burchett (JIB) -
Canada and Macau continue
to enjoy tremendous people-
to-people ties as well as strong
bilateral business relations. The
Consulate General of Canada in
Hong Kong and Macau has been
officially accredited to Macau
since 1980, but our economies
have been interacting for more
than 200 years, mainly throu-
gh trade and immigration. It is
interesting to note that Canada,
in fact, plays a big part in the
daily lives of people living in
Macau: a Canadian company
from Toronto was involved in
the design and implementation
of Macau’s traffic control and
surveillance systems!

Canadian education also plays
a key role in the Macanese com-
munity. TIS is the first and only
Canadian international school
in Macau. TIS offers a curricu-
lum of the Province of Alberta
and Canadian values, and pro-
vides an education that prepa-
res students to study at univer-
sities in Canada or anywhere in
the world. TIS is highly popular
among the local and expatria-
te communities in Macau, and
in order to meet the increased
demand, TIS recently began the
construction of Phase II of its
campus ... Phase II is schedu-
led to open in August 2016, just
in time for the 2016-17 school
year! Canada is also seeing a

& J. |IAN BURCHETT
CANADA’'S CONSUL GENERAL

“There are more ‘Canadians’

in Macau than you think’

lan Burchett

rise in the number of Macanese
students pursuing further stu-
dies in Canada: 282 study per-
mits were issued in 2014.
Macau also represents an im-
portant market for Canadian
companies in the environmen-
tal protection, building and en-

ad
Approximately
4,000
Canadians live
in Macau.

tertainment industries, as well
as being a vital platform for Ca-
nadian companies, especially
SMEs, to expand into mainland
China as they look to develop
their business in this region.

Canada continues to look for
ways to further engage with the
Macanese community, which
is why we are hosting the first
Pop-Up Canada! in Macau ini-
tiative this year from February
22 [today] to 24.

MDT - What do you expect
of this promotional initia-
tive — the first of its kind?
Is this a one-off event or do
you plan to organize it on a
regular basis?

JIB - This year the events will
mainly take place at the Grand
Lapa Macau hotel, as well as at
a few other venues across town.
Modeled after the “pop-up sto-
re” concept, Pop-Up Canada! in
Macau will give the Consulate
General of Canada a presence

in Macau and offer the public
an opportunity to take part in
several events and seminars
on Canada, including talks on
studying in Canada, immigra-
tion to Canada, and Canadian
tourism, trade, and investment.
Since this is the first time we
are organizing such an initiati-
ve, we hope that it will be well-
received by the Macanese com-
munity and we look forward to
organizing similar activities in
Macau in the future.

MDT — According to avai-
lable statistics, exports
from Canada to Macau
grew nine-fold from 2010
to 2014. This seems inti-
mately related to the huge
expansion in casinos and
hospitality, would you
agree?

JIB - In fact, according to Sta-
tistics Canada, Canada’s exports
of goods to Macau grew 14-fold
from 2010 to 2015, to CAD58
million [MOP337 million]!
During the same period of time,
fish and seafood exports to Ma-
cau grew 60 times to CAD4.8
million, of which 95 percent
were imports of Canadian geo-
duck clams. Not surprising to
those of us who travel frequently
to Macau, turbojet parts also
grew 16 times to CAD7 million.
Of note, loading and unloading
machinery in fact grew from
zero to CAD12 million in 2015.
Macau is an important export
market for Canada in the envi-
ronmental protection, building
and entertainment industries.
For example, Macau is Cana-
da’s third-largest export market
for amusement park equipment

— with total exports of over
MOP24 million in 2014 alone;
Canadian companies provided
and installed Galaxy Macau’s
Lazy River and Splashpad, The
House of Dancing Waters’ sta-
ge waterproofing and water di-
sinfection system, as well as the
dome at Wynn Macau Kinetic
Atrium.

MDT - Does this growth
reflect in the Canadian ex-
pats’ presence in Macau?
How large is the Canadian
community here and how
has it developed over past
years?

JIB - There is an estimate that
approximately 4,000 Canadians
live in Macau. We are happy to
note that Canadians in Macau are
active and engaged in the com-
munity, increasingly so with the
recent informal establishment
of the Canadian Club of Macau,
which will begin hosting monthly
events aimed at bringing Cana-
dians together. Information will
soon be made available through
the Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce. Aside from Canadians li-
ving in Macau, there are a lot of
Canadians who are visiting Ma-
cau as tourists. Canadian visitor
arrivals in Macau also registered
year-on-year increases, repre-
senting the third-largest group
of long-haul visitor arrivals in
Macau.

MDT - How would you
describe the local Canadian
community compared, for
instance, with HK’s?

JIB - Although, in terms of
numbers, the number of Ca-
nadians living in Macau is
smaller than that of Hong Kong
[300,000], I am proud to say
that the Canadian community
in Macau is making other con-
tributions to this dynamic city.
Like typical Canadians, the
Canadians in Macau are very
much active in the community.

One excellent example would
be the annual “Run of Hope.”
Furthermore, not only are there
an increasing number of Maca-
nese students pursuing studies
in Canada, there are already a
number of academics in Macau
who are Canadian alumni, as
well as many senior representa-
tives from government and pri-
vate institutions who also have
Canadian experience. There are
more “Canadians” in Macau
than you think!

MDT - How many hou-
rs or days a week do you
spend thinking of Macau
affairs? And what are the
main issues or requests
you usually deal with?

JIB - The Consulate General
of Canada is regularly engaged
with Canadians in Macau by
providing regular consular ser-
vices, such as citizenship and
passport services. Our trade
team also works regularly with
Canadian and Macanese com-
panies, providing them with
assistance in terms of explo-
ring partnership bilateral tra-
de opportunities. We are eager
to learn how we can become
strong partners with Macau to
further strengthen these ties.

MDT - What is your take
on Beijing’s “One Belt, One
Road” initiative?

JIB - The capital-intensive in-
frastructure projects foreseen
under the “One Belt, One Road”
initiative may offer opportuni-
ties for Canadian companies and
large investors such as pension
funds, but it’s still too early to
determine exactly how Canadian
companies might benefit. We'll
continue to monitor develop-
ments with a view to identifying
and communicating such poten-
tial opportunities to Canadian
businesses, and look forward to
supporting our Macanese friends
with this new initiative.

CANADA’S MIDDLE MAN IN THE SARS

PRIOR TO joining External
Affairs and International Trade
Canada in 1990, James Ian Bur-
chett worked as a legislative as-
sistant to a member of parliament
and served in several govern-
ment departments. Mr Burchett
first came to China to serve as
counsellor (public and cultural
affairs) at the Canadian embassy
in Beijing, and since then he has
been involved with Asian affairs
back at the Canadian Foreign Of-
fice headquarters. There he has

worked in divisions responsible
for further advancing Canadian
trade and economic interests with
the Middle East and Gulf states,
China, Taiwan and the Republic
of Korea. J. Ian Burchett holds a
BA in Political Science and a MA
in Public Administration, and has
been awarded two state distinc-
tions for his services supporting
Canadians abroad, namely in the
aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist at-
tacks when he was serving at the
NYC consulate.
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6.30pm to 8.30pm
A selection of canapés will be served
accompanied by wine, beers and soft drinks.

BBAM Members — MOP/HKD 200 - Non-Members — MOP/HKD 300
Event co-sponsored by

.- MACAUCLOSER.COM

EEEWTHE UVING & ARTS MAGAZINE

BANYAN TREE

MACAY

Please RSVP to

bbam@britch LOrg h +853 8798 9697 R 3 ]
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With Thermomix you always know what  back into to your diet.
you and your family are eating, Macau is Thermomix gives you back control
a gaming city but do not to gamble with over what goes into your food, making
health. it easier to eliminate artificial colors and
flavors and better manage allergies and
intolerances.
The multi-layered steaming function

Nutritious and additive-free meals are locks in flavor and nutrients by CODk’ii‘Ig
now available at VOUF‘ﬂngertips_ food gent[y and without the need for

In today’s fast paced lifestyle, we cook 2added fats.
much less than we used to. It's time to ~ With Thermomix you won't only taste
get back to basics and cook with real the difference, you'll feel it too.
ingredients just like our grandmothers  Please contact us for a free demo:
did. Thermomix makes it quick and easy
to make those traditional homemade -
dishes at a fraction of the time, bringing Tong Jia de Ramirez
fresh, wholesome, nutrient-dense food Phone Number : +853 6668 1771.
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Gucci brand returns to growth

h

Pedestrians walk past a billboard
advertisement for luxury brand Gucci, in Macau

Andrew Roberts

RENCH luxury-goods maker

Kering SA reported fourth-quar-
ter revenue growth that beat analys-
ts’ estimates as the Gucci brand
showed the first signs of a turna-
round under Chief Executive Officer
Marco Bizzarri and new creative di-
rector Alessandro Michele.

Sales climbed 8 percent on a com-
parable basis, Paris-based Kering
said in a statement Friday. Analys-
ts predicted growth of 4.1 percent,
according to the median of 20 esti-
mates. Gucci revenue advanced 4.8
percent, compared with the 1.5 per-
cent growth analysts anticipated —
the brand’s strongest result in three
years. The shares rose as much as 3
percent in early Paris trading.

Pressure has been building on
Gucci — which accounts for near-
ly two-thirds of Kering’s profit — to
translate the buzz around Michele
into sales. While the fourth quarter
suggests Michele’s debut collections
are living up to their critical acclaim,
it will probably take until the second
half of 2016 to see if he has delivered
as the full complement of his designs
won’t be in Gucci’s boutiques until
the third quarter.

“Gucci has come in with a signifi-
cant number of new styles that are
starting to turn heads,” said Luca
Solca, an analyst at Exane BNP Pa-
ribas. Michele’s designs — which fea-
ture vintage styling and the brand’s
double-G logo — accounted for about
30 percent of Gucci’s sales in the

quarter, Kering Chief Financial Offi-
cer Jean-Marc Duplaix said on a call
with reporters.

Security concerns following the
November terror attacks in Paris
failed to hold back luxury sales in
Europe, where high tourist numbers
and steadily rising demand from
local customers buoyed growth, Ke-
ring said. Sales were also strong in
Japan, up 14 percent last year, con-
trasting with poor market conditions
in Hong Kong and Macau. Japan has
been a bright spot for luxury-goods
makers including LVMH and Her-
mes International SCA.

One disappointment was handbag
maker Bottega Veneta, whose sales
fell 3.1 percent in the quarter com-
pared with the 3 percent growth pre-
dicted by analysts.

Bottega Veneta “continues to be
impacted by its high sales exposure
to Asia, and especially Hong Kong/
Macau where the environment re-
mains challenging,” Berenberg
analyst Zuzanna Pusz said in a note.
The brand has been penalized by

Sales were
strong in Japan,
contrasting with
poor market
conditions in HK
and Macau

high price gaps between Europe and
Asia, where products cost more, ac-
cording to analysts.

Watches were held back by slug-
gish demand and the surging Swiss
franc, Kering said, yet that was off-
set by growth in jewelry, which ex-
perienced very high volumes in the
fourth quarter.

Kering’s full-year sales rose 15
percent to 11.6 billion euros, excee-
ding the 11.4 billion-euro median of
analysts’ estimates. Recurring ope-
rating income was 1.65 billion euros.
Bloomberg

WYNN RESORTS LISTED BY FORTUNE MAGAZINE

Wynn Resorts was honored
as the highest-ranking casi-
no resort in the hotel, casino
and resort category of Fortu-
ne magazine’s 2016 “World’s
Most Admired Companies”
list, ranking third out of 13
internationally distinguished
hospitality companies.

According to a press re-
lease, Wynn Resorts topped
the category “Quality of
Products/Services,” having
been chosen from among
all international hotel com-
panies. High marks for inno-
vation, people management,
quality of management and
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Sheraton’s fast-
tracked growth in
Asia Pacific

Renato Marques

HE Sheraton Ho-

tels & Resorts is ex-

pected to announce

accelerated growth
plans for the Asia Pacific
region today, based on its
ten-point plan designated
“Sheraton 2020,” which
was announced in June last
year. The plan is designed
to “put Sheraton Hotels &
Resorts firmly back into the
global spotlight,” according
to the company.

As Vincent Ong, Senior
Director - Brand Manage-
ment of the Starwood Ho-
tels & Resorts Asia Pacific,
said during a presentation
in Macau on Friday that
was attended by the Times,
“The bigger word is ‘perso-

MGM China will continue
to sponsor “Macau Outs-
tanding Teenagers,” a cam-
paign organized by the You-
ng Men’s Christian Associa-
tion of Macau (YMCA).

The launch ceremony was
held at MGM Macau on Sa-
turday. In her speech, Ms.
Kuan Sok Leng, General
Secretary of YMCA, said
this award demonstrates
YMCA'’s social responsibi-
lity by accrediting passio-
nate individuals whose im-
pact has helped creating a
wholesome environment for
the younger generation to

conducted mature.

nalization’; it is all about
promoting your own style.”

Following the recent up-
graded designation of She-
raton Macau to Sheraton
Grand Macau, a title that
Ong explains aims to classi-
fy the “best of the best,” the
new class of hotels plans to
“meet and match the ex-
pectations of our guests,
showcasing Sheraton’s best
properties,” he said, adding
that “[guest] expectations
are changing.”

Sheraton Macau was one
of the first to be awarded
with the title, and is one
of more than a hundred
premier hotels that the
brand expects to elevate to
“Grand” status by 2020.
Currently there are 23 ho-
tels with that status, 16 of

=

the Macau Outstanding
Teenager winners have set
exemplary models for our
youth to follow, and we are
delighted to continue to
play a role in the process in
providing such aspirations.”

The judging panel will
consist 30 social and com-

= W5 4 M TR T O/ fz;"' 5 97

which are located in the
Asia Pacific region. Those
figures include the three
properties that from to-
day join the “Grand” tier:
Sheraton Grand Shanghai
Pudong, Sheraton Grand
Guangzhou Huadu and
Sheraton Grand Jakarta
Gandaria City.

“As we complete the first
year of our Sheraton 2020
[plan], initiatives are alrea-
dy underway to establish
Sheraton as the hotel brand
of choice everywhere,” said
Ong, before adding, “We
are making tremendous
progress in Asia Pacific,
continuing to provide gues-
ts with effortless travel ex-
periences, so they can ex-
perience more. That is our
brand position.”

MGM CONTINUES ‘MACAU OUTSTANDING TEENAGERS’ SPONSORSHIP

key “Personal

aspects:
Achievements”, “Personal
Endeavors” and “Involve-

ment in the Community”.
Once 50 finalists are se-
lected, they will participate
in different experimental
activities such as social

long-term investment were
awarded to the company.

The U.S. business maga-
zine works with top industry
executives and analysts to

rate companies based on
nine categories, ranging from
financial soundness to social
responsibility.  The ranking
of the “World’s Most Admired

Companies” s
every year and the list provi-
des a definitive report card on
corporate reputations in va-
rious fields.

Grant Bowie, Chief Exe-
cutive Officer and Executi-
ve Director of MGM China,
said, “Through the years,

munity personalities from
various fields and experti-
se. A total of 20 individuals
will be selected from three

etiquettes, public speaking
and community services, so
as to enrich their experien-
ces and to be more prepa-
red for the final competition.
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Six held in Spain
court probe into
ICBC bank

Spanish judge has ruled that

ix executives of China’s state-

owned ICBC bank in Madrid should

be detained pending a judicial probe

into suspected money laundering and

tax fraud, a court statement said Sa-
turday.

Three Industrial and Commercial
Bank of China officials were sent to jail
while investigations continue. Three
others were given the option of paying
100,000 euros (USD111,300) bail, the
statement said.

Five executives were arrested Wed-
nesday on suspicion of money launde-
ring, crimes against Spain’s tax autho-
rity and forgery. The sixth, who pre-
viously worked in ICBC’s Madrid offi-
ces but now works in the Luxembourg
branch, was nabbed Friday.

All court interviews were held with
interpreters present and all six waived
their right not to testify. The court sta-
tement said the bank continued to ope-
rate normally and Wednesday’s search
of its Madrid premises “took place wi-
thin the strict framework of pre-trial
investigations.”

The Chinese embassy in Madrid said
in a statement that the Chinese gover-
nment “requires Chinese companies
to maintain a strict compliance of the
law.” AP

AD

Top securities regulator
steps down amid turmoil

Didi Tang, Beijing

HINA’S top securities
regulator will step down
following months of turmoil
in Chinese stock markets that
have battered faith in Bei-
jing’s economic management.
The departure of Xiao Gang,
a legal expert with decades
of experience in the finance
industry, may help assuage
public anger at the dramatic
boom and bust, but doesn’t
address the market’s under-
lying problems.

The official Xinhua News
Agency reported Saturday
that Xiao would be replaced
by Liu Shiyu, chairman of
the Agricultural Bank of Chi-
na and a former deputy gover-
nor of China’s central bank.

“Xiao Gang is worth no
pity but he is destined to be
a tragic figure, caught be-
tween pro-government and
pro-market factions and left
to take care of a mess from
an unhealthy system,” Bei-
jing-based veteran financial
commentator Shi Shusi said.

AP PHOTO

Xiao Gang I

“His departure will not bring
a clean era for China’s capital,
but at most a belated conso-
lation for investors who have
been hurt.”

The capital market is whe-
re China’s rivaling political
forces have come into most
intense clashes, Shi said. The
unusual intervention by the
Ministry of Public Security
and investigations against
securities firms following
market meltdowns are proof
that covert political forces wi-
thin the Chinese government

had made waves, Shi said.

“As China transforms, the
capital market is where poli-
tical forces wrestle with each
other and is where the con-
flicts play out,” he said.

Fueled by cheerleading in
the state press after officials
said Chinese stocks should
rise, the Shanghai and Shen-
zhen markets vaulted from
late 2014, reaching a peak in
June last year, then crumb-
led in several waves of panic
selling that sent shockwaves
around the world.

Officials prolonged the tur-
moil with draconian measu-
res such as banning major
shareholders in publicly tra-
ded companies from selling
any shares and ordering state
funds to buy. The bust hurt
millions of neophyte Chinese
investors who piled into the
market when it was near its
peak.

Analysts say Beijing’s mo-
ves on stocks, as well as its
halting steps to ease curren-
cy controls, show the tension
between the ruling Commu-

nist Party’s desire for market-
oriented reform and its over-
riding objective of retaining
absolute political control.

The Shanghai Composite
Index closed at 2,860.02 on
Friday, a decline of about 45
percent from its peak in June
of about 5,178 and barely hi-
gher than late 2014, when the
market started rising.

Liu, the new chief securities
regulator, was trained in en-
gineering at the prestigious
Tsinghua University and
started a career in the state
banking industry in the late
1980s.

Xiao, who was appointed in
March 2013, was particularly
criticized for the mishand-
led introduction of a “circuit
breaker” mechanism for the
markets in January that hal-
ted trading when prices fall by
a certain percentage.

It was meant to help stabili-
ze Chinese stocks as authori-
ties gradually withdrew their
emergency support measu-
res, but only added to the tur-
moil. AP
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HINA'’S ratio of debt

to its economic size

is seen climbing for

at least another four
years, underscoring the risks
facing policy makers as they
strive to prevent a deeper
slowdown without triggering
a credit blowout.

Seven out of 12 economis-
ts see the debt-to-gross-do-
mestic-product ratio increa-
sing through at least 2019,
with four expecting a peak
in 2020 or later, according
to a Bloomberg News survey.
Debt will peak at 283 percent
of GDP, according to the me-
dian estimate of eight econo-
mists.

Policy makers grappling
with the fallout from a credit
binge after the global finan-
cial crisis are also being con-
fronted by anemic demand
for exports and an aging
workforce, pushing economic
growth to the slowest pace in
a quarter of a century. With
robust consumption and ser-
vices struggling to pick up
the slack from slowing in-
vestment and manufacturing,
China’s communist leaders
are striving to put a floor un-
der growth to ensure average
expansion stays around 6.5
percent through 2020.

“We doubt the debt ra-
tio will peak before 2020,”
said Julian Evans-Pritchard,
a China economist at Capital
Economics Ltd. in Singapo-
e. “Our model puts the peak
in the debt ratio in 2024, but
the ratio could rise further
beyond that if Chinese poli-
cymakers fail to implement
the necessary structural re-
forms required to improve
credit allocation.”

Concerns over China’s bor-
rowing came to the fore last
week, when a report showed
the country’s banks exten-
ded a record 2.51 trillion
yuan (USD385 billion) of new
loans in January. The increa-
se in debt could pressure the
country’s credit rating, Stan-
dard & Poor’s said on Tues-
day, less than a week after the
cost to insure Chinese bonds
against default rose to a four-
year high.

Underscoring the delica-
te balancing act between the
desire to keep credit flowing,
but not too fast, the central
bank will boost the amount of
reserves that must be locked
away by some banks.

The move reinforced the
view that the central bank
is striving to prevent a re-
peat of the 2009-2010 credit
blowout, said Tim Condon,
head of Asian research at ING
Groep NV in Singapore.

The tightening of liquidity
for some lenders follows the
monetary authority’s recent
announcement that it would
adopt a so-called macro pru-
dential assessment system
that uses commercial banks’
required-reserve ratios to
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A woman speaks on her phone near a display highlighting the new Chinese bank notes at a bank in Beijing

Debt seen rising through 2019,
peaking at 283 percent of GDP

help enforce financial stabi-
lity.

Still, the PBOC is seeking to
lower overall borrowing costs
to underpin an economy that
expanded at the slowest pace
in a quarter century last year.
To guide market interest ra-
tes lower, the PBOC last
week provided cash through
its Medium-term Lending
Facility at 2.85 percent for
six-month loans, down from
3 percent.

It is almost impossible to
identify a specific debt-to-
GDP level or time period that
will “tip” the Chinese eco-
nomy into a financial crisis,
Goldman Sachs Group Inc.’s
investment management di-
vision said in a January re-
port. Comparing the magni-
tude and pace of the increase
in China’s debt-to-GDP ratio
to those of other countries, it
concluded China’s increase is
among the highest in recent
history.

“Every major country with
a rapid increase in debt has
experienced either a financial
crisis or a prolonged slow-
down in GDP growth,” wrote

analysts led by New York-
based chief investment officer
Sharmin Mossavar-Rahmani
and Hong Kong-based invest-
ment strategist Ha Jiming.

Every major
country with a
rapid increase
in debt has
experienced
either a
financial crisis
or a prolonged
slowdown in
GDP growth

ANALYSTS

“History suggests that Chi-
na will face the same fate.”
The paper compared Chi-
na to five countries that expe-
rienced financial crises since

1990 - Japan, South Korea,
Thailand, the U.S. and U.K. -
and found China’s increase
in debt relative to GDP since
2008 was exceeded only by
Thailand’s binge from 1990
to 1997.

“Most also had lower levels
of debt relative to GDP and,
again with the exception of
Thailand, were far richer
than China at the time of their
crises,” it says.

The risk going forward is
that China’s growth targe-
ts are still too high and lead
to higher fiscal deficits and
debt, Standard & Poor’s said
last week. The nation’s room
for fiscal maneuver will
shrink when potential pro-
blems such as deteriorating
asset quality in the banking
sector, it said.

While China has a high le-
vel of corporate debt, gover-
nment debt isn’t high, said
Wang Yiming, deputy director
at the Development Research
Center of the State Council
in a briefing last week. Chi-
na’s high savings rate is also
supportive of higher invest-
ment, which may provide a

buffer to a higher debt-to-
GDP ratio, said Tommy Xie,
an economist with Oversea-
Chinese Banking Corp. in

Singapore.
At the higher end of the
spectrum, respondents

Evans-Pritchard and Larry
Hu, head of China economics
at Macquarie Securities Ltd.
in Hong Kong, see China’s
debt-to-GDP ratio peaking
at about 300 percent of GDP.
At the lower end, Nie Wen, a
Shanghai-based economist at
Huabao Trust, estimates it
will peak at 250 percent.

“If China chooses the zombie
bank/company mop up and
prop up strategy, they will
slow not only productivity but
current and potential GDP,”
said Constance Hunter, chief
economist at KPMG LLP in
New York. “If they choose
instead to take the heretofore
unrecognized bad debts of the
state-owned banks on the go-
vernment balance sheet, a la
Ireland, they will increase go-
vernment debt but they won’t
have zombie banks and they
are more likely to see a robust
recovery.” Bloomberg
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Fijians

Nick Perry, Wellington

IJIANS were told to

stay inside for a second

straight night yesterday

as officials scrambled
to restore services and assess
damage in the wake of a fero-
cious cyclone that left at least
six people dead and destroyed
hundreds of homes.

Winds from Cyclone Winston,
which tore through the Pacific
Island chain over the weekend,
reached 285 kilometers per
hour, making it the strongest
storm in the Southern Hemis-
phere since record-keeping be-
gan, according to the Weather
Underground website.

Although the weather -cal-
med yesterday, a curfew was
extended through early today
and police were empowered to
make arrests without a warrant
to ensure order.

In a televised address to the
nation yesterday, Prime Mi-

r

Road workers remove a fallen tree blocking a road near Lami

told to stay inside after
ferocious cyclone Kills 6

Y,

nister Voreqe Bainimarama
said many people had been left
without power, fresh water or
communications.

“The damage has been wides-
pread, homes have been des-
troyed, many low-lying areas
have flooded, and many peo-
ple have been left stunned and
confused about what to do,” he
said.

He said that the police and
military had been brought in
to help with rescue operations
and the general cleanup, and
that government agencies were
working overtime to clear roads
and restore power.

“This is a time of sorrow, but
it will also be a time of action,”
Bainimarama said. “We will
stand united in the face of this
disaster.”

George Dregaso of Fiji’s Natio-
nal Disaster Management Office
said that two people on Ovalau
Island died when the house they
were sheltering in collapsed on

them, and that another man was
killed on Koro Island, although
it wasn’t clear how.

Authorities also said three
people on the main island of
Viti Levu were killed in the
storm, but didn’t have more de-
tails.

Tourism Minister Faiyaz Si-
ddiq Koya said that all tourists
in Fiji were safe and that there
was no significant damage to the
majority of hotels on the main
island. Fiji is a popular tourist
destination, known for its beach
resorts and scuba diving.

Officials were trying to estab-
lish communications and road
access to the hardest-hit areas,
and said they would not know
the full extent of the damage
and injuries until then.

Cyclone Winston hit Fiji on
Saturday and moved westward
overnight along the northern
coast of Viti Levu. Fiji’s capital,
Suva, located in the southern
part of the main island, was not

People are splashed by a wave whipped up by the encroaching cyclone Winston in Labasa

directly in the cyclone’s path
and avoided the worst of its
destructive power.

“Truth be told, we’ve gotten
off pretty lightly here in the
capital,” said Alice Clements, a
spokeswoman for UNICEF. “It
was still a pretty awful night.
You could hear crashing trees
and power lines, and popping
rivets as roofs got lifted and ri-
pped out.”

She said there was foliage
everywhere that looked like it
had been put through a blen-
der.

About 80 percent of the na-
tion’s 900,000 people were wi-
thout regular power, although
about one-third of them were
able to get some electricity from
generators, said Dregaso, the
disaster office official. Landli-
nes throughout Fiji were down,
but most mobile networks were
working.

Dregaso said there were 483
people who had evacuated from

their homes and were staying in
32 emergency shelters. He said
he expected the number of eva-
cuees to rise.

Authorities were urging peo-
ple to remain indoors as they
cleared fallen trees and power
lines. They said that all schools
would be closed for a week to
allow time for the cleanup, and
that three universities would be
closed until further notice.

The government declared a
30-day state of natural disaster,
giving extra powers to police to
arrest people without a warrant.

The government said the cur-
few would end at 5:30 a.m. to-
day.

“The curfew has been imposed
to protect lives and protect pro-
perty,” Prime Minister Baini-
marama said in his address.

Clements, the UNICEF
spokeswoman, said there was
particular concern for people
on the northern part of the
main island and on smaller is-
lands. She said that many wou-
1d have lost their homes and
livelihoods, and that some tou-
rist resorts on the outer islands
may have been damaged.

The airport reopened yester-
day to allow emergency flights,
Dregaso said, after many flights
had been canceled the day be-
fore. AP

Deadly north India protests lead
to New Delhi water shortage

Indian army soldiers conduct a fIa march past damaged bmldmgs"

at Rohtak, a day after being rocked by violence in Haryana state

Ashok Sharma, New Delhi

S thousands of mem-

bers of an underpri-
vileged community in
northern India continue
to protest to demand go-
vernment benefits, the
more than 16 million peo-
ple in India’s capital are
facing a water shortage as
a result of the violent de-

monstrations, which have
left at least 10 dead.

The protesters have
damaged equipment that
brings water from Munak
canal in Haryana state to
New Delhi, depleting the
capital’s water supply.
New Delhi gets about 60
percent of its water from
the neighboring state.

Arvind Kejriwal, De-

Thi’s chief minister, an-
nounced yesterday that
schools in the capital
would be closed Monday
due to the water shorta-
ge. He also ordered the
rationing of water to peo-
ple’s homes.

At least 10 people have
been killed in firing on
protesters by Indian se-
curity forces since the
weeklong protests tur-
ned violent on Friday,
Yashpal Singhal, the sta-
te’s top police officer, told
reporters yesterday. Ano-
ther 150 protesters have
been injured in clashes in
various parts of Haryana.

Sporadic violence was

reported in Haryana yes-
terday, with protesters
setting a bank ATM and
bank records on fire. Sin-
ghal said no major inci-
dents of violence were
reported in the state.

He also said paramili-
tary forces and irrigation
engineers were trying to

restore the water flow
from Munak canal to
New Delhi.

The protesters, mem-
bers of the lower-caste
Jat agricultural commu-
nity, are demanding be-
nefits both at the federal
and state levels, including
guaranteed government

@ The protesters are
demanding 27 percent
government job quotas or
university spots for their

community

jobs or university spo-
ts. Talks Friday between
community leaders and
state government repre-
sentatives failed to lead
to an agreement.

The protesters are de-
manding 27 percent go-
vernment job quotas or
university spots for their
community.

India’s constitution in-
cludes a system of affir-
mative action for people
in the lowest castes to
help them overcome dis-
crimination. The gover-
nment has expanded the
number of groups, inclu-
ding the Jat, qualifying
for quotas. AP
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ECRETARY of State

John Kerry said yester-

day that a “provisional

agreement” has been
reached on a cease-fire that
could begin in the next few days
in Syria’s five-year civil war.

Kerry said he spoke in the
morning with Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov to dis-
cuss terms of a cease-fire and
the two now must reach out to
the parties in the conflict.

He declined to go into the de-
tails of the agreement, saying it
“is not yet done.” But he said he
hoped President Barack Obama
and Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin would talk soon and
that after that, implementation
could begin.

“The modalities for a cessa-
tion of hostilities are now being
completed,” Kerry said. “In
fact, we are closer to a cease-fire
today than we have been. A ces-
sation of hostilities... is possib-
le over the course of these next
hours.”

The Russian Foreign Ministry
seemed to stop short of Ker-
ry’s announcement. The minis-
try said Lavrov and Kerry spoke
on the phone yesterday for a
second day in a row and dis-
cussed “the modality and con-
ditions” for a cease-fire in Syria
that would exclude groups that
the U.N. Security Council con-
siders terrorist organizations.
Fighting has intensified in Syria
during recent weeks and an
earlier deadline to cease mili-

USA

SYRIA

Kerry: ‘Provisional agreement’
reached on ceasefire
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In this photo released by the Syrian official news a

in the pro-government neighborhood of Zahraa

tary activities was not observed.

“Peace is better than more
war,” Kerry said, standing next
to Nasser Judeh, the foreign
minister of Jordan, which hos-
ts 635,000 Syrian refugees. “A
political solution is better than
then a futile attempt to try to
find a military one that could

result in so many more refu-
gees, so many more jihadists,
so much more destruction, and
possibly even the complete des-
truction of Syria itself.”
However, he reiterated the
long-time U.S. position that any
political solution to the conflict
will not work if Syrian Presi-

Trump wins South Carolina

primary as Bush drops out of race

gnc SANA, Syrian citizens géfh?er ;t the scéﬁé_Whéré t\nlvo asts exploded

-

dent Bashar Assad remains at
the helm of the nation. “

On the ground in Syria, a pair
of explosions ripped through
the central city of Homs, killing
at least 32 people and woun-
ding dozens, according to acti-
vists and Syrian state TV.

The Homs blasts came amid
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The modalities
for a cessation
of hostilities
are now being
completed.

JOHN KERRY

reports that Syrian government
forces captured 31 villages in
the northern province of Alep-
po from the extremist Islamic
State group. Syrian troops have
been on the offensive in diffe-
rent parts of the country under
the cover of Russian airstrikes.

The television report said
yesterday’s blasts struck in the
pro-government neighborhood
of Zahraa — a frequent target
for similar explosions. The re-
port quoted Homs governor
Talal Barrazi as saying that 32
people were killed and dozens
of others wounded. AP

John McCormick

ONALD Trump,

the brash New York
billionaire who has upen-
ded all the rules of mo-
dern campaigning, won
Saturday’s South Caroli-
na primary in a decisive
fashion that shrinks the
prospects of his Republi-
can presidential rivals to
stop his march to the no-
mination.

It also brought an end
to the campaign of Jeb
Bush, who recently had
become Trump’s biggest
antagonist on the cam-
paign trail. The former
Florida governor gave an
emotional speech, highli-
ghting the importance of
the nation over the indi-
vidual.

“I firmly believe the
American people must
entrust this office to so-
meone who understands
that whoever holds it is a
servant, not the master -
someone who will com-
mit to that service with
honor and decency,” he

said.

“I'm proud of the cam-
paign we've run to unify
our country,” Bush said.
“But the people of Iowa
and New Hampshire
and South Carolina have
spoken.” Bush, the one-
time favorite for the no-

Bush
brought
his brother
onto the
campaign
trail but it
did little to
improve his
fortunes

mination, had staked the
future of his campaign on
a strong showing in South
Carolina, a state his father
and brother both won
on the way to the White
House. Bush brought his

brother, former President
George W. Bush, onto the
campaign trail last week
in South Carolina, but it
did little to improve his
fortunes.

The win slingshots
Trump, who has success-
fully tapped into the an-
xieties and frustrations
of voters, into the Nevada
Republican caucuses on
Tuesday and the so-called
Super Tuesday states that
vote March 1 and also
have a heavy southern
cast.

“As people drop out, I'm
going to get a lot of those
votes,” Trump said in his
victory speech. His oppo-
sition remained splinte-
red, with Senators Ted
Cruz of Texas and Mar-
co Rubio of Florida jo-
ckeying for second place,
according to early retur-
ns. The results made clear
how difficult it will be to
stop Trump as long as the
field remains as large as
it is.

With 87 percent of pre-
cincts reporting, Trump

had 33.1 percent, followed
by Rubio at 22.2 percent
and Cruz at 21.8 percent.
Bush had 8.2 percent,
with Ohio Governor John
Kasich at 7.8 percent and
retired neurosurgeon Ben
Carson at 6.9 percent.

“After tonight this has
become a three-person
race and we will win the
nomination,” Rubio told
supporters. “Here in Sou-
th Carolina, the message
is pretty clear: this coun-
try is ready for a new ge-
neration of conservative
leaders.”

In his speech, Trump
spoke about the difficulty
of running for president.
“It’s tough. It’s nasty. It’s
mean. It’'s vicious. It’s
beautiful,” he said. “When
you win, it’s beautiful.”

Trump’s win follows a
second-place finish in
Iowa on Feb. 1 and a do-
minant victory in New
Hampshire on Feb. o,
making it the latest exam-
ple of the anti-establish-
ment energy that has fue-
led this year’s campaign.

Donald Trump

In a week of intensi-
ve campaigning here,
Trump did things that
would make a more tra-
ditional politician blan-
ch. He sparred with Pope
Francis, called for a boy-
cott of Apple Inc., hinted
that Boeing might pull
some of its 8,000 manu-
facturing jobs out of the
state and accused Cruz of
lying and campaign dirty
tricks. Southern gentility
it was not, yet voters cou-
ldn’t seem to get enough.

The closeness of the re-
sults for the candidates
behind Trump may mean
South Carolina won’t
significantly winnow
the field before Nevada.
Trump’s casino indus-

try ties and ownership of
property in Las Vegas is
believed to give him an
edge there.

Trump dominated the
vote statewide and exit
polls showed he won
most major demographic
groups. Evenamongborn-
again Christians, Trump
beat Cruz, 31 percent to
27 percent.

He also won the largest
share of the vote among
those who consider them-
selves moderates and tho-
se who self-identified as
somewhat conservative,
while Cruz beat Trump,
37 percent to 27 percent,
among those who said
they’re very conservative.
Bloomberg
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SEASONS OF PROSPERITY

TIME: 6pm-10:30pm

(every 30 minutes, 10 minutes per session)
Creative Creatures

TIME: 24 hours

UNTIL: February 22, 2016

VENUE: Outdoor Lagoon Area of the Venetian
Macau

CELEBRATION OF THE LANTERN FESTIVAL 2016
TIME: 6:30pm-9pm

VENUE: Albergue SCM

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2550

FORMER HOME OF REVOLUTIONARY LEADER
YE TING

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: 76, Rua Aimirante Costa Cabral
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8399 6699

Macau GrRAND Prix Museum & WINE MuseEum
TIME: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)

VENUE: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, basement
(Tourism Activities Centre-CAT)

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

Macau ScieENCE CENTRE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(Except Thursdays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: Macau Science Centre,

Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen

ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre MOP25;
Planetarium MOP60-80

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0822

THE MASTERY OF SHIPBUILDING

— Fisting Junk MopEeLs BY WaAN CHUN

TIME: 10am-6pm

(Closed on Sundays and public holidays)

Until: April 9, 2016

VENUE: Gallery of the Historical Archives of Macau,
Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida

N° 91 - 93, Macau

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2859 2919

ADMISSION: Free

New ART PeorLE ProJecT 2016 Por Up

SHOP FOR SOMETHING-SI-WAI'S CLOTHING

EXPERIMENT EXHIBITION

TIME: 12pm-7pm

Closed on Tuesdays, open on public holidays)
NTIL: March 27, 2016

VENUE: No Cruzamento da Avenida do Coronel

Mesquita com a Avenida Almirante Lacerda Macau

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2853 0026

SELFIES TAKEN WITH STOLEN KINDLE
SHOW UP IN CLOUD

Los Angeles police say a photo they circulated of two
people taken with a stolen Kindle has led to its return.

Police released the photo last week that had uploa-
ded automatically to the owner’s cloud account. It
showed a photo of a man and a woman who apparently
visited church on Ash Wednesday because she had a
smudge of ash on her forehead.

Police say a few hours later the 26-year-old man in
the picture returned the Kindle, and it has been retur-
ned to the owner. The woman in the photo was the
man’s mother, who police say had nothing to do with
the theft.

Police Capt. Paul Vernon says there was family pres-
sure on the man to return the tablet because his mo-
ther was in the picture.

Police say they’ll seek a misdemeanor charge for the
man. AP

canal macau

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:30 RTPiLive

16:50 Castle S.5

17:40  Trail of Lies (Repeat)

18:30 Contraponto (Repeated)

19:30 Soap Oepra

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report

21:00 TDM Sports

22:10  Trail of Lies

23:00 TDM News

23:30 UEFA Champions League 2015/2016 Magazine
Programme

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)

00:40 RTPiLive

Il
CINETEATRO
18 FeB - 24 FeB

ALVIN AND THE CHIPMUNKS: ROAD CHIP_
Room 1

7.30 pm

Director: Walt Becker

Starring: Jason Lee, Jesica Ahlberg, Josh Green
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 92min

MERMAID _

Rroom 1

2.15, 4.00, 5.45, 9.30 pm

Director: Stephen Chau

Starring: Deng Chao, Show Lo, Zhang Yu Qi
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 92min

FROM VEGAS TO MACAU lIl_

ROOM 2

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Andrew Lau, Wong Jing

Starring: Chow Yun-fat, Andy Lau, Nick Cheung,
Jacky Cheung

Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 112min

CROUTCHING TIGER, HIDDEN DRAGON:
SWORD OF DESTINY_

ROOM 3

2.15, 4.00, 5.45, 9.45 pm

Director: Yuen Woo-Peng

Starring: Donnie Yen, Michelle Yeoh
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 120min

THE MONKEY KING 2_

Room 3

7.30 pm

Director: Pou-Soi Cheang

Starring: Aaron Kwok, Gong Li, Feng Shaofeng
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 120min

MACAU TOWER
04 Fes - 02 Mar

THE GOOD DINOSAUR_

2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Peter Sohn
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 93min

Patty Hearst

1974 HEARST ‘RANSOM’
PROVOKES VIOLENCE

There have been near-riots in Los Angeles as the
food distribution demanded as a ransom for kid-
napped newspaper heiress, Patty Hearst, turned into
farce.

The USD2 million (£870,000) food handout has been
called the most bizarre ransom ever paid, and was in
response to demands from Miss Hearst’s kidnappers,
the Symbionese Liberation Army (SLA).

Distribution points were set up in slum areas throu-
ghout Los Angeles and San Francisco at the request
of Randolph Hearst, Miss Hearst’s father and the son
of flamboyant tycoon William Randolph Hearst

Long queues formed as up to 1,000 people gathe-
red to collect bags containing turkey, bread, milk,
eggs, fruit and vegetables.

The handouts were organized through charitable
organizations, but in at least two of the food banks,
fighting broke out and there were clashes with the
organizers and police.

In Oakland, California, the 5,000-strong crowd grew
angry when organizers threw food from a window to
them as they waited below. One policeman was sta-
bbed and one man in the crowd was knocked un-
conscious as people began throwing cans of food
back again.

Many of those who were meant to benefit turned
down the food aid, saying they were horrified at the
SLA’s tactics. “I’'m not a wealthy person, but if | nee-
ded some food | wouldn’t accept that food,” said one
woman. “That’s a lousy way to get food, you know, at
the expense of other people’s happiness.”

“l wouldn’t accept it,” said another resident of one
of the poorer areas of Los Angeles. “| just value hu-
man life a little higher than a bag of groceries.” The
SLA’s demand for the handouts came accompanied
by a taped appeal from Patricia Hearst herself earlier
this month.

Miss Hearst has been held captive for over two
weeks by the shadowy underground group. In the
tape, she sobbed and told her parents her captors
were “perfectly willing to die for what they do”.

She begged, “l want to get out of here, but the only
way is if you do what they say and do it quickly.” The
organization of today’s food distribution, however,
was dismissed by another tape recording yesterday -
the fourth sent by the SLA.

In the tape, which contained a short recording of
Miss Hearst’s voice, a member of the gang calling
himself Cinque described Mr Hearst’s efforts as “a
few crumbs”.

He demanded a further $4m (£2.6m) in food han-
douts within one week.

Courtesy BBC News

Randolph Hearst agreed to pay the extra $4m - but only
once his daughter was released.

While negotiations over the ransom continued, the SLA was
apparently brainwashing Patty Hearst into accepting their
ideas.

Finally, in April 1974 she was caught on closed circuit televi-
sion helping them to rob a bank.

She went on the run, but was caught by the FBI. After a sensa-
tional trial, she was sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment,
but was released after three years. She was pardoned in Janu-
ary 2001 by President Clinton.

Hearst married her police bodyguard, Bernard Shaw, and now
lives in Connecticut with two daughters.

Six of the SLA’s 11 members died two months after the kid-
napping in a police shootout. Among them was leader Donald
“Cinque” DeFreeze.

The remaining five members lived quietly under assumed
names for over 20 years, until the FBI tracked them down.
The last SLA fugitive, James Kilgore, was arrested in Cape
Town in South Africa in 2002. All are now in jail.
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Aries 8 Taurus Pl WASTEDALL THE P TN YU
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 April 20-May 20 TIME L SPENT IN Y~ E 2 WERE MISSING
Reversal of fortune takes a lot  There’s no point in telling you to avoid THE BATTING CAGE ”g' = THE BP\L’L‘ ALOT
less than you think. It could  impulse buys. No matter how much MY HITTING DIDNT E 2 RETTER TODMRY!
happen in the time it takes to hit  you’re warned, you won't be cautious, | g =
Send. So think carefully before  so here’s another approach: Try to |MPREOVE AT ALL! g = ~—
speaking, in any form. imagine your cramped cubicle while I =
rushing to the office supply store. 2 E
™ &
- = -
n Gemini ‘\ Cancer ?} g
. ’ - u : o
May 21-Jun. 21 Jun. 22-Jul. 22 —~d " A = ey ) sk
Even your closest colleagues If dealing with others is hard - % i - ~“ ! - II

don’t know you well enough to
intuit your hopes and wishes.
Speak up. Making them known
is the only way to make them
real.

for you, youll get some practice.
You have so many things that are
begging for completion that it only
makes sense to ask for help. Come
on out of your shell.

Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
While others socialized, you You need a good night’s sleep to Easy Easy+
intellectualized. And now youre deal with whatever comes at you.
seeing the pay off. A brainstorm  Having a good or bad day is what 8 5 7 6 Beijing -4 8 cloudy/clear
will propel you forward, but hangs in the balance. The more Harbin _ ~ clear/cloud
only if you switch gears and use rested you are, the better able 3 2 4 o 20 ° Y
teamwork. you’ll be to think on your feet. 2 2 4 1 Tianjin 0 7 cloudy
Libra Scorpio 1 8 | 8 4 U.rumql -12 -4 clear
1 9 Xi’an 0 9 overcast/cloudy
— : 9|52
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 5 9 7 1 Lhasa 3 17 cloudy
You're feeling dual natured. On  If you're a gambler, that old itch 4 3 6 3 1 Chengdu 4 14 overcast/cloudy
the one hand, you have a lot of returns. If you're not, you can’t : ;
thinking to do. On the other, you  fathom why some people take the 9|2 1 2 8 Chongaing 8 12 drizzle/overcast
have energy to burn. Use your risks they do. Whatever side of the 1 6 3 Kunming 6 19 cloudy
lunch break to get your ya-yas coin you’re on, youre bound to 6 . .
out. come face to face with the other. Nanjing 5 9 drizzle
Shanghai 5 8 drizzle/moderate rain
} Sagltta"us m Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 3 10 moderate rain/cloudy
edium : ;
rizzle/moderate rain
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 TS Hangzhou 6 z drizzle/moderate ra
Haven't you learned your lesson? Some people want personal 4 2 6 Taipei 13 25 drizzle/cloudy
There’s no point in having deep  service but others expect you 8 5 4 1 5 Guangzhou 14 19 overcast/drizzle
conversations with certain  to cut to the chase. Keep the .
colleagues, so stop trying. Just chatting to a minimum today, 4 6 1 Hong Kong 15 18 drizzle/cloudy
stick to work topics and leave the  because you’ll be inundated with 5 g 1 7 B 8 3
philosophizing for after hours. the latter.
6 1).8|5 1
P Aquarius )( Pisces 1 8 3 5
M 7 2 9 5 2
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 = g Moscow -3 -1 flurry
Every day can’t be at the top of the ~ It's a capricious sort of day. 91 Frankfurt 6 10 drizzle
scale. If you're the creative type, you  Everything is mutable, even your 7158 ! .
need every project to be a sizzling  energy level. One moment you're Paris 10 12 drizzle
affair. But you may have to settle for ~ ready to _take on the world, and London 3 14 drizzle
the banal, if you want to put food on  the next it feels like a bad day to . )
the table. move. New York 2 10 drizzle/moderate rain
1- Bridge; 5- Bad mood; 9- Collide; 14- Dimensions; 15- Top-notch; 16- Artist ! E = 4 = E US U 0 U s
Matisse; 17- Villain; 19- Sharp; 20- Drunken; 21- Hit with an open hand; 23- Univ. aides; a
24- Short essays; 26- Asian inland sea; 28- Pertaining to the kidneys; 30- And others,  |" = g
in Latin; 34- Average; 37- Kill; 39- Rat-___; 41- ___-cone; 42- On ___ with: equal to; 43- | - z 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Needed to borrow books; 48- ___-mo; 49- Tight swimsuit; 50- Great Lakes tribesmen; N § . _
52- Exchange for money; 54- Spatter; 57- Bar bill; 60- Be in front; 62- Shaped like the |- % Fire department 28572222 Water Supply Report 1990 992
Big Top; 64- Take by force; 66- Inhabitant of Karachi or Islamabad; 68- Big name in ] . _
copiers; 69- Answered a charge; 70- Magazine founder Eric; 71- Wynonna’s mother; z (Open "ne) 993 Report 1000
72- Tgonometric-fnction; 73- Went thraugh, as the paper; 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
>
1- Flat sound; 2- Embroidery loop; 3- Alchemist's mercury; 4- Asexual; 5- 2
Makes sorrowful; 6- Neither here ___ there; 7- Supermodel Sastre; 8- | cannot __lie; 9- g 28573333 28716 081
Pancakelike bread of India; 10- VCR button; N
11- Sometimes you feel like ___...; 12- Mex. Friday’s solution §_ Customs 28 559 944
miss; 13- Hastens; 18- Where Hercules slew ’ - 2 .
the lion; 22- Son of Zeus in Greek mythology; % S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
25- Fresh; 27- Actress Turner; 29- Knight's ]
weapon; 31- Drinks (as a cat); 32- Romance O 28371333
lang.; 33- Dynamic start?; 34- Friends; 35- . .
Take ___ from me; 36- Broccoli ___ (leafy Commission Against
vegetable); 38- Flies high; 40- Very, in Vichy; .
44- Long Island university; 45- Portrayal by an Corruptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
actor; 46- Dangerous current; 47- Strikes out;
51- Persian musical instrument; 53- Reindeer 28 387 333
herders; 55- Ohio, e.g.; 56- Reddish brown; B
57- Rotate; 58- Largest continent; 59- Osso Tourism 28 333 000
___;61- Mustachioed artist; 63- Conked out;
65- CD follower; 67- Barbie’s boyfriend 59888 88

Chun Leong Wai son Kam Long, Lilau Square H Unit in Gladiolus Court

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@Jl\rinroperty.Com

Car Park , Taipa
Osq ft / HKD 1.8M
HKD 0sq ft
Car park for Sale
Ref: 15050514

Lakeview
Macau
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Fully Furnished
HKD 25,000/ 3,430 sq ft
Ref: 15080524

Macau
1,000 sq ft / HKD 4.5M
HKD 4,500sq ft
Balcony with Church View
Ref: 15105458

THE GREENVILLE
Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment
Convenient Location
HKD 13,000/ 1,395 sq ft
Ref: 16010556

Macau
917 sq ft / HKD 6.2M
HKD 7,471sq ft
Lovely Apartment
Ref: 15085452

Manhattan F Unit,
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Large Master Bedroom
HKD 21,500/ 1,720 sq ft
Ref: 15090534

Coloane
2,530 sq ft / HKD 11.8M
HKD 4,664sq ft
Completely Renovated
Ref: 11115275

Houston Court, Coloane Village

Coloane
1 Bedroom Apartment
Upgraded in Sept 2015
HKD 13,500 / 800 sq ft
Ref: 15090532

]
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%
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Madonna shows a hit
In ‘remarkable’ Macau

s0@ THOUSANDS OF Madonna fans con-
verged on the Studio City Event Cen-
ter (SCEC) over the weekend to see the
Queen of Pop’s two debut performances in
Macau as part of her worldwide “Rebel Heart
Tour.”
The Times attended Saturday’s concert, whi-
ch started at 10.35 p.m. in the crowded 5,000-
seat SCEC. Madonna performed some of her
all-time hits, including “Like a Virgin,” “Material
Girl,” and the lead songs from her Rebel Heart
album.
During a pause between acts, Madonna sat on
the stage and said to the audience: “I’ve never
been anywhere quite like Macau before; it’s re-
markable and it is special. It feels intimate and
grand. It feels small and it feels... not small.”
Madonna’s Saturday performance in Macau
also featured a surprise entrance from Hong
Kong Cantopop singer Eason Chan, who took
to the stage and danced alongside the musical
legend. Madonna uttered, “Oh shit!” to roars
of applause, as Chan fell over while dancing.
Madonna ended Saturday’s concert in Cotai
wrapped up in a Macau flag, as she did in HK
with the Bauhinia jacket.
According to a press release issued by Melco
Crown, Madonna’s two performances attracted
numerous Asian celebrities, including Aaron
Kwok, Miriam Yeung, Charlene Choi, Christy
Chung and award-winning actress Carina Lau.
Also present were celebrated couples Simon
Yam and Qi Qi, and Leo Ku and Lorraine Chan.
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Graham Dunbar, Geneva

E Sepp Blatter era at

FIFA is set to finally end

on Friday when soccer's

scandal-scarred  world

body picks a new president after
nine months of crisis.

An election meeting designed to
give FIFA a fresh start with a new
leader could yet be overshadowed
by its criminally corrupt past.

Voters return to Zurich this week
unsure who is the next target of
federal law enforcement agencies
in the United States and Switzer-
land, who have sent FIFA into
meltdown with waves of arrests,
extraditions and guilty pleas.

Swiss prosecutors could deci-
de this week is best to meet key
witnesses in their widening case.
Many soccer officials are making
possibly their last working trip
to Switzerland until May 2019,
when the next scheduled FIFA
election should be held in Zurich.

At the last election in May, Bla-
tter won a fifth presidential term
two days after FIFA's favored
five-star hotel in Zurich and its
own headquarters were raided.
The pressure of criminal investi-
gations soon forced Blatter from
his beloved FIFA in his 41st year
on the payroll.

Now, leaders of FIFA's 209
member federations visit the tiny
Swiss city again to elect a succes-
sor for the now-banned 79-year-
old who has been president since
1998. The winner will be just the
fourth elected FIFA chief in more
than 50 years.

Two front-runners have emer-
ged in a five-candidate contest:
Asia's soccer leader, Sheikh Sal-
man of Bahrain, and Gianni In-
fantino, the Swiss general secre-
tary of European governing body
UEFA.

The other candidates are: For-
mer FIFA vice president Prince
Ali of Jordan, who lost to Blat-
ter in May; former FIFA official
Jerome Champagne of France;
and South African businessman

OLYMPICS
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Blatter era ends as scandal-hit
FIFA set to elect new leader

In this May 29, 2015 file photo FIFA president Sepp Blatter (right) walks past Prince Ali (left) and UEFA President Michel Platini (center)
during the 65th FIFA Congress held in Zurich. The Blatter era is set to finally end on Friday when FIFA elects a new president

Tokyo Sexwale, once an inma-
te of Robben Island prison with
Nelson Mandela.

Infantino acknowledged that
police could hit FIFA for the
fourth time in nine months.
"They know what is best for their
work to be done in the most ef-
ficient way," Infantino told The
Associated Press in a recent in-
terview. "If I'm elected president
of FIFA, what they can count on
[is] not 100 but 200 percent with
me to clean and to put anyone in
jail who has done anything bad
for football."

Sheikh Salman suggests gover-
nment agencies have tried to in-

fluence FIFA politics. That view is
shared by Blatter and Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin, who clai-
med the U.S. wants the 2018 Wor-
1d Cup taken from his country.

"Choosing the time and place
during an election or an [executi-
ve committee] meeting," Sheikh
Salman told the AP this month
of previous police raids, "I think
this raises a lot of doubts on why,
and leave people a bit suspicious
on the intentions."

The Bahraini royal was "ab-
solutely" sure FIFA did enough
since May to deserve being left in
peace this week. FIFA also hopes
so, and aims to persuade the U.S.

Department of Justice that it is
a victim of systemic corruption
and should not be indicted.

So, on Friday, the 209 members
can also vote through wide-ran-
ging reforms to restructure FIFA.
These would dilute the presi-
dent's authority, empower FI-
FA's staff and increase oversight
by independent experts.

If FIFA was indicted, it would
join 41 soccer and marketing of-
ficials, plus marketing agencies,
who have been charged or plea-
ded guilty so far in the sprawling
U.S. case. Blatter, who cannot be
extradited from Switzerland, is a
confirmed target.

American investigators have
focused on bribery in North
and South America valued at
USD200 million for awarding
commercial rights for continen-
tal competitions. They also alle-
ged cash-for-votes paid through
a FIFA account linked to 2010
World Cup host South Africa.

Swiss prosecutors began by
searching for money launde-
ring in the 2018-2022 World
Cup bid contests won by Russia
and Qatar. Liaising with Ameri-
can counterparts, they went far
beyond that brief to target all
FIFA business.

Last September, a Swiss crimi-
nal case was opened against Bla-
tter for mismanagement of FIFA
money. It led FIFA's ethics com-
mittee to ban both Blatter and
Platini for eight years.

Even if barred from the election
hall, Blatter has been an election
factor taking calls from voters
seeking advice, he told a French
radio station this week. "Vote
with your conscience. Vote for
who you find good," said Blatter,
who has criticized Infantino in
interviews.

A plausible scenario sees
Sheikh Salman and Infantino
with significant support in the
first-round ballot, yet short of up
to 140 votes needed for outright
victory, and maybe fewer than
the 105-plus tally which could
persuade rivals to concede ahead
of a second vote.

By Wednesday, the election
show is in downtown Zurich
where FIFA will also open its
USD200 million museum this
week. Perhaps police and Blatter
will join them. AP

Rio swim venue may not be ready for April test event

Stephen Wade,
Rio de Janeiro

FFICIALS are pre-
paring a Plan B in
case the main swimming
venue for the Rio de Ja-
neiro Olympics is not rea-
dy for a test event in April.
Cornel Marculescu,
the executive director of
FINA, said the event from
April 15-20 could be mo-
ved to the nearby diving
venue, which also con-
tains a 50-meter pool.
"There are still a lot of
things to do," Marculescu
told The Associated Press.
"We need to install an ar-
tificial ventilation system
for the pool deck to make

sure there is enough air
circulation, that it's not
too hot or cold."
Marculescu said the pool
would be ready when the
Olympics open on Aug. 5.
The venues for swim-
ming, diving, water polo,
and synchronized swim-
ming have been among
the most contentious is-
sues for games organizers.
FINA has been open-
ly critical of Rio Mayor
Eduardo Paes for cutting
seating in the main swim-
ming venue, and for decli-
ning to install a roof on the
remodeled diving venue.
Paes responded that many
of the 28 federations that
oversee summer Olympics

AP PHOTO

Rio de Janeiro’s Mayor EduaroPaes, jokes with a boy next to a pool
at the Maria Lenk Aquatics Center which will host the synchronized
swimming and diving competitions during the 2016 Olympic Games

sports were too deman-
ding, putting an undue
burden on organizers.

"Each federation wants

to have the best condi-
tions possible," Marcules-
cu said.

"We're not anymore in a

position to complain that
we don't have this, we
don't have that," he said,
adding, "We are now at
the stage to do the best
with what we have. I have
no doubt we will have
great Olympics here."

South America's first
Olympics have been pla-
gued with many problems
including deep budget
cuts, severe water pollu-
tion in venues for sailing,
rowing and canoeing, and
now the Zika virus. Howe-
ver, construction delays
have seldom been an is-
sue.

But in the last several
months, snags have occur-
red in building the venues

for tennis, equestrian, and
track cycling.

The Rio newspaper O
Globo reported Paes war-
ned the International
Olympic Committee there
was an "elevated risk" that
a subway line extension
will not be ready for the
games.

The line, which costs
about 10.3 billion Brazi-
lian reals (USD2 billion),
will connect the Copaca-
bana and Ipanema beach
areas with the western
suburb of Barra da Tijuca,
the location of the main
Olympic Park. O Globo
said the main obstacle was
a delay in getting additio-
nal funding. MDT/AP
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Rear Window

Severo Portela

Lotus vs BAuHINIA

Apparently, the opening schedule of the bri-
dge over the Pearl River Delta has been com-
promised by a set of defective pillars, thus de-
laying the long dreamed connectivity between
the SARs of Macau and Hong Kong. This slow-
down could be cast as metaphor of the drifting
course Macau and its sister SAR seem to be
on these days: a soft adjustment to the right
margin and hard adjustment on the left bank.

In Macau, the adjustment process in the
gaming sector is going further up - or down
depending on the perspective - and the pace
seems to be mandatory. Casino revenue decli-
ned during the golden week by an average of
20pct, despite the number of visitors increasing
by 4.3pct, as highlighted by Nomura’s gaming
analyst, Richard Huang, quoted by Bloomberg:
“The growing number of tourists as well as high
hotel occupancy rate don’t directly lead to the
improvement of gambling revenue, as the visi-
tation growth is mainly driven by tourists with
weaker spending power.” Hong Kong registe-
red a drop of 12pct in the same period.

This is the soft adjustment. Not only could
Macau do without Central Government special
support policy (should the MSAR register a fall
in arrivals as was announced back in January
by the head of the Liaison Office, Li Gang),
but it also managed to keep the slump under
the unofficial forecast. The numbers are going
down as the drive of the anti-corruption mood
goes up and China’s GDP growth slows. Any-
thing out of this frame, like the positive outlooks
for the market based on wishful thinking, is
voodoo economics. Doctor Pangloss would be
viewed by the Macau prediction industry as an
unrepentant pessimist.

So, again, this is soft adjustment. Govern-
ment revenues from the casino industry will
become less and less, such that spending will
no longer be a matter of chance and will beco-
me a matter of choice. We do have to build a
vanity fire and some window dressing to show
the world a happy “ville radieuse,” don’t we?

Now we travel east over the PRD to Hong
Kong and its brand of adjustment... the rough
one. As the number of visitors from the main-
land has been solidly decreasing since the Um-
brella Movement, retail sales overall declined
3.7pct. From the hardest-hit jewelry and luxury
gifts houses to the humblest of the food stalls
in Mong Kok. It was in vibrant Mong Kok that
officials trying to clear the area of CNY illegal
traders clashed with fish ball hawkers. The
clashes were upgraded to riots - some believe
them to be the worst since the Star Ferry riots
of the 60s - because of the fueling “localist”
Hong Kong indigenous brought via social me-
dia to the battlefield around Langham Place.
Ironically, this is the spot - 555 Shanghai Street
Mong Kong - where we can see the amazing
statue of the Two Jiang, one holding a Red Book
the other a Mobile Phone. The Madam Jiang
Shuo piece is also known as Red Guards -
Going Forward! Making Money!

Forget that the riot at its zenith involved
no more than a few hundred, let’s just press
forward to evaluate the follow up. Lau Siu-kai
from the Chinese Association of HK and Macau
Studies, a think-tank close to Beijing, sugges-
ted, in the wake of the Mong Kok civil unrest,
that Article 23 should be invoked; Apple Daily
says the Central Government classifies the lo-
calist groups as separatists; Zhang Xiaoming,
director of the Chinese government Liaison Of-
fice, said that the incident contained “terrorist
tendencies”.

However, minimal should be the detention of
Scholarism and Occupy Central’s Derek Lam,
albeit he says he was just an onlooker. In a
bad dream, this could be a method to strike
the Umbrella Movement nonviolent agenda by
placing an activist in a scenario of... violence.
Not so sharp in its genes but effective, even
though this narrative in the last instance calls
for the intervention of enforcement, courts and
media. Yes, media to write a mo(u)rning post.

AP PHOTO

m [ HARYANTO BECAMES INDONESIA’S FIRST
FORMUILA 1 DRIVER

Formula One team Manor has
appointed Indonesia’s Rio Haryan-
to as one of its race drivers for the

coming season.

The 23-year-old Haryanto will be-
come the first Indonesian to compe-
te in F1 and joins Germany’s Pascal
Wehrlein in an all-rookie lineup for
the season that begins March 20 in

Melbourne, Australia.

in a team statement.

“Melbourne will be a huge mo-
ment for me, my country, suppor-
ters and fans and I want to thank
everyone who’s been with me since }
I started in single-seaters; 2016 is

represent Asia in F1,” Haryanto said |

| ®

USA

Seven die in ‘random’
Michigan shootings;
suspect held

Police meet yesterday at Kalamazoo Valley Community College

A- gunman drove in and

round a western Michi-
gan city randomly shooting
people in the parking lots of
an apartment complex, a car
dealership and a restaurant
and killing at least seven,
including a 14-year-old girl,
authorities said.

A 45-year-old man was ar-
rested yesterday in down-
town Kalamazoo following
a massive manhunt after
the shootings began early
Saturday evening, authori-
ties said.

A 14-year-old girl was
among five people fatally
shot outside a Cracker Bar-
rel restaurant, said Kalama-

zoo County Undersheriff
Paul Matyas, while a father
and son were killed at the
dealership. A woman who
was shot multiple times at
an apartment complex was
in serious condition yester-
day, Matyas said, correc-
ting an earlier statement in
which he’d said nine people
had been shot.

Matyas said earlier that
authorities did not believe
the shootings were targe-
ted at specific people, des-
cribing them as “our worst
case scenario.”

“These are random mur-
ders,” he said. He descri-
bed a terrifying rampage

DEGISIVE MOMENT

A villager walks beside a damaged house after a fire in Wenq
Guizhou Province. A fire broke out Saturday evening in the village, affecting 120 people and damaging
more than 60 houses.

P

that began about 6 p.m. in
the parking lot of the apart-
ment complex in Richland
Township on the eastern
edge of the Kalamazoo
County, where the woman
was shot and seriously
wounded. About four hours
later and 15 miles away, the
father and son were fatally
shot while looking at cars.
Fifteen minutes after that,
five people were shot in the
parking lot of the Cracker
Barrel along Interstate 94,
including the teenager.

The suspect was arrested
about 12.40 a.m. [US time],
authorities said. Matyas
told WWMT-TV that the
man did not resist when
approached by law enfor-
cement officers, and that
weapons were found in his
vehicle.

“The threat to the public
is over,” Matyas said.

Kalamazoo, with a popu-
lation of about 75,000, is
about 160 miles west of De-
troit. It is home to Western
Michigan University and
the headquarters of popu-
lar craft beer maker Bell’s
Brewery. The city also is
known for the anonymou-
sly funded Kalamazoo Pro-
mise program, which has
paid college tuition of stu-
dents who graduate from
Kalamazoo Public Schools
for more than a decade. AP
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WORLD BRIEFS
INDIA Hundreds of security

forces imposed a curfew
and were ordered to fire
without warning in a bid to
quell protests by members
of an underprivileged
community demanding
government benefits in a
northern state, where at
least six people have died
in clashes. Vore on p12

MALAYSIA Australia
warned yesterday

that terrorists may be
plotting attacks in and
around Kuala Lumpur.
The Australian High
Commission in Malaysia
said in a travel advisory
note that there was an
ongoing terrorism threat
in Malaysia, noting that
authorities there have
arrested a number of
people allegedly involved
in planning attacks.

FIJI Most of the country
was without electricity
yesterday and residents
were told to stay inside

for a second straight night
as officials scrambled to
restore services and assess
damage in the wake of a
ferocious cyclone that left
at least six people dead
and destroyed homes.

More on p12

SYRIA The Islamic State
group has claimed
responsibility for a triple
blast in a Damascus
suburb that killed at
least 22 people. The
Aamag news agency,
which is affiliated with
the group, said two IS
fighters detonated a car
bomb before blowing up
their explosive belts in
Sayyida Zeinab, a Shiite
neighborhood.

UKRAINE About 1,000
nationalists rallied in
central Kiev to demand the
ouster of the government,
which came to power

two years ago following
months of protests.

USA Protesters are
preparing to assemble in
more than 30 cities to lash
out at the FBI for obtaining
a court order that requires
Apple to make it easier

to unlock an encrypted
iPhone used by a gunman
in December’s mass
shootings in Southern
California.



