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hotspot for 
money laundering

gender inequality 
persists 

Macau remains vulnerable to 
money laundering operations, 
according to the U.S. 
Department of State

In 2015 the female-to-male 
earnings ratio was around 
80pct, a study coordinated by 
Agnes Lam indicates

 P3 P2

us 
sanctions 
chinese 
tech 
supplier

CHINA has no plans 
to allow couples to 
have as many kids 
as they want after 
changing the one-child 
policy rule, a health 
official said yesterday. 
China’s population 
reached 1.375 billion 
last year and it had to 
bear in mind its large 
population and stress 
on resources when 
making decisions, 
said Li Bin, director 
of the National Health 
and Family Planning 
Commission.

KOREAS South Korea 
said yesterday it is 
imposing unilateral 
sanctions on the North 
over its recent nuclear 
test and rocket launch, 
including a ban on 
financial dealings 
with 40 individuals 
and 30 entities. The 
announcement came 
after North Korea 
warned of pre-emptive 
nuclear strikes in 
response to the start 
of U.S.-South Korean 
military drills it views as 
an invasion rehearsal. 

WORLD BRIEFS

New Macau asks CCAC 
to probe Coloane project

More on  backpage

 P5

China’s exports plunge 25.4 
percent year-on-year in February 
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MACAU 澳聞

‘The loss of a bank hugely affects the whole community’
Dear Sir,

Eileen Stow’s letter published in Monday’s Ma-
cau Daily Times was so wonderfully evocative and 
descriptively poetic of customers using Coloane 
Village’s only bank.

It reminded me very much of a similar last-mi-
nute attempt to save the Lloyds Bank branch at the 

top of the very long and vertiginous Fore Street in 
Totnes, Devon UK. Sadly it did not succeed, and 
the local community, with a very high proportion of 
elderly and young families, was expected to use the 
other Lloyds Bank Branch at the bottom of the 
very steep hill.

This was many years ago now, and so regre-
ttably villages and small towns in the UK have 

since suffered the same fate. The loss of a bank 
- oft times a Post Office as well - hugely affects 
the whole community, and leaves the vulnerable 
exposed, isolated and lonely without vital busi-
ness and social lifelines.

Yours faithfully
Patricia Thompson

Letter to the Editor

 
Triads are 
active in 
the gaming 
services and 
are engaged 
in loan-
sharking 
[and] 
prostitution 
services.

US DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE REPORT

REPORT 

Junkets basis of Macau 
‘vulnerability for money 
laundering’
THE U.S. Department 

of State has issued its 
annual report on money 
laundering, financial cri-
mes and drug and chemical 
control activities entitled, 
2016 International Narcoti-
cs Control Strategy Report. 
In the report, the depart-
ment concludes that the 
prevalence and nature of 
junket operators in Macau 
continues to pose a poten-
tial “vulnerability for mo-
ney laundering.”

As in earlier years the re-
port includes a segment on 
Macau, listed under a hea-
ding that reads “Countries/
Jurisdictions of Primary 
Concern.” While describing 
the MSAR as “not a sig-
nificant regional financial 
center,” it warns that the 
anonymity of junkets faci-
litating the circumvention 
of China’s currency move-
ment restriction represents 
a “vulnerability for money 
laundering, encourages 
Chinese capital flight and 
fosters underground finan-
cial systems.”

The Department of State’s 
annual report welcomed 
the work of Macau’s Finan-
cial Intelligence Unit (FIU), 
saying that it regards the 
unit as “an essential compo-
nent in coordinating efforts 
to develop long term […] 
infrastructure and in deve-
loping close collaboration 
with other FIUs, including 
the signing of memoranda 
of understanding and col-
laboration agreements with 
foreign counterparts.”

However, the report no-
ted that “important defi-
ciencies remain.” The fai-
lure of lawmakers to pass 
legislation aiming to stren-
gthen Macau’s customer 
due diligence requirements 
and to seek to improve the 
cross-border currency con-

trols have been pending for 
over three years, the report 
claims. Unsurprisingly it 
adds that Macau is yet to 
implement an effective 
cross-border cash declara-
tion system.

The 2016 edition of the 
report reads, “The primary 
sources of laundered funds, 
derived from local and 
overseas criminal activity, 
are gaming-related cri-
mes, property offenses and 
fraud.”

“Organized crime, inclu-
ding triads, are active in 
the gaming services and are 
engaged in loan-sharking 
[and] prostitution ser-
vices,” the report said, 
complementing a report 
recently released in the Bri-
tish Journal of Criminology 
which claimed that Macau 
VIP rooms “remain to this 
day dominated by triads.”

Gaming-related crimes 
continue to account for a 
significant portion of re-
ported crime in Macau. The 
Times reported last month 
that gaming-related cases 

surged by 38 percent to 
1,553 cases last year, which 
law enforcement agencies 
attribute to heightened po-
lice attentiveness to gaming 
operators as the industry 
undergoes an “adjustment 
period.” 

According to the report, 
while Macau’s law does 
not require currency tran-
saction reporting, gaming 
entities are obliged to re-
port transactions over 
MOP500,000 to the Ga-
ming Inspection and Coor-
dination Bureau. The re-
port recommends that Ma-
cau lowers this threshold 
to USD3,000 thereby brin-
ging the amount in line with 
international standards.

It further recommends 
that the government 
“take[s] action on its long
-pending legislation regar-
ding customer due diligen-
ce and cross-border curren-
cy controls. Macau should 
also enhance its ability to 
support international […] 
investigations.”

In the first half of last year, 
there was just one criminal 
prosecution for money lau-
ndering, while there were 
no convictions.

In international coope-
ration terms, Macau is a 
member of the Asia-Pacific 
Group of Money Launde-
ring (APG), a FATF-style 
regional body.

As Macau is not a sove-
reign state it is unable to 
sign certain conventions 
independent of China. Ne-
vertheless, the conventions 
extended from China to 
Macau include the United 
Nations (UN) Convention 
against Transnational Or-
ganized Crime (2003), the 
UN Convention against 
Corruption (2006), and 
the International Conven-
tion for the Suppression of 
the Financing of Terrorism 
(2006). DB

A new illegal parking 
detection system 

will commence opera-
tions today at the “Es-
trada C. Amaral/Horta 
e Costa” bus stop in 
central Macau, the Pu-
blic Security Police For-
ce (PSP) and the Trans-
port Bureau (DSAT) 
announced in a joint 
statement.

The cameras will re-
portedly obtain images 
that can be used as su-
pporting evidence for 
the police to mete out 
tickets to vehicle ow-
ners or drivers caught 
infringing traffic regu-
lations.

DSAT said they expect 
the new system will im-
prove traffic flow. They 
believe that stopping 
and parking irregulari-
ties in the area are pre-
venting buses from pi-
cking up and dropping 

AN anti-graft ins-
pector for China’s 

Communist Party, Liu 
Qiufang, revealed in 
Beijing that she is in 
charge of overseeing 
that mainland officials 
in the Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office 
are not involved in cor-
rupt practices, a RTHK 
report indicates.

Li, a member of the 
Central Commission 
for Discipline Inspec-
tion, the party’s depart-
ment in charge of anti-
graft campaigns for the 
country, said she was 
sent to the Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Of-
fice in Beijing earlier 
this year to oversee all 
their staff.

Speaking on the si-
delines of the Chinese 
People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference 
(CPPCC) in Beijing, 

she did not comment 
on any specific case.

Since 2014, when Bei-
jing launched its anti-
corruption campaign, 
the local casino industry 
has been hit by a decline 
mostly due to the lack of 
VIP gamblers who have 
been responsible for 
about two-thirds of the 
gross gaming revenue 
that has seen sharp de-
clines over 2015.

More recently with 
the investigation of 
high ranking officials, 
which includes the for-
mer Public Prosecu-
tor General, Ho Chio 
Meng, who is currently 
in preventive custody, 
the MSAR has been re-
ported as having star-
ted its own anti-graft 
drive following in the 
footsteps of the main-
land’s almost two- 
year program.

DSAT launches 
illegal parking 
detection system

off passengers at desig-
nated stops.

This will be one of 19 
similar systems that 
DSAT has already ins-
talled across the ter-
ritory, which target 
areas such as bus stops, 
“yellow continuous li-
nes” and entrances and 
exits of parking lots. 
According to the bu-
reau, these areas have 
a higher rate of traffic 
irregularities .

The fines for stopping 
and parking ille-
gally range between 
MOP300 and 600. 

Beijing’s anti-graft 
watch over HK 
Macau Affairs office
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THE European Union 
Academic Program 
in Macau (EUAP-M) 
marked International 

Women’s Day yesterday with a 
seminar on “Women and Gen-
der Politics: The Contemporary 
Situations in Europe and Ma-
cau,” held at the University of 
Macau (UM).

Chaired by Rui Flores, Exe-
cutive Program Manager of 
EUAP-M, the seminar featured 
presentations by UM profes-
sors from the Faculty of Social 
Sciences, Agnes Lam, Tony 
Schirato and Brian Hall.

Lam believes that there is 
a gender pay issue in Macau 
which she demonstrated by 
presenting a study on gender 
inequality. According to that 
study, the gap between rich 
and poor continues to grow 
and in 2015 “almost 30 per-
cent of women earned less 
than MOP6,000 per month 
and only over 12 percent ear-
ned over MOP30,000. The 
female-to-male earnings ra-
tio was around 80 percent, 
although the scholar admits 
that there is no absolute ac-
curacy in these figures, as the 
government has not published 
related data.

The study also indicates that 
40 percent of women believe 
that men have stronger compe-
tencies and 20 percent still be-
lieve that women should avoid 
doing better than their part-
ners. 

“When the woman earns more 
than her partner, she does hou-
sehold chores, as a way to com-
pensate for the man’s ego,” she 
explained. 

Agnes Lam emphasized that 
the traditional ideology in Chi-
na in regards to women is still 
present nowadays. She claimed 
that stereotyping in the city is 
a serious problem, mentioning 
that local newspapers conti-
nually print stories about wo-
men doing household chores, 
modeling women only in the 
home. 

“We don’t have enough di-
versification in presenting wo-
men,” she said. “All of the inde-
pendent women in HK drama 

A screening of the 
award-winning ani-

mation, “The Triplets of 
Belleville,” will be held at 
the Macau Cultural Cen-
tre (CCM) tonight accom-
panied by a live orchestral 
performance led by the 
original film score com-
poser, Benoît Charest.

The cine-concert combi-
nes what is usually con-
sidered animator Sylvain 
Chomet’s most high-profi-
le film, nominated for two 
Oscars in 2003, and Cha-

 
All independent 
women in 
HK drama 
series have 
unfortunate 
endings

AGNES LAM

From left; Tony Schirato, Rui Flores, Agnes Lam and Brian Hall

Gender inequality 
remains a pressing issue 

series come to an unfortunate 
end, if not a culprit […] You can 
still hear these stories in the 
21st century,” she added.

Lam also emphasized that 
Macau’s associations should 
stop empowering women to 
become a better wives and mo-
thers, instead, [encourage them 
to become] better individuals.

Meanwhile Tony Schirato hi-
ghlighted the issue of women’s 
performance in China, which 
is still predicated on the abi-
lity to give birth to a boy, and 
the expectations women get in 
regards to being a wife, a mo-
ther and at the same time, an 
employee.

“It’s a tough gig to be a wo-
men in contemporary greater 
China,” he said. Though he 
claimed that a lot has changed 
over the past 60 years, there is 
still much to be done to achieve 
gender equality. 

 Moreover, Brian Hall presen-
ted a “Macau depression study” 
that shows that women were 50 
percent more likely to be de-
pressed than men in almost all 
groups surveyed. While Hong 
Kong only shows a figure of 
3.54 percent of women who are 
depressed.

Meanwhile in mainland Chi-
na, a study shows that 43 per-
cent of women experience do-

mestic violence from their part-
ners, associated with patriarchy 
and poor conflict resolution. 

In terms of global violence 

against women, 35 percent of 
women have experienced inti-
mate partner violence and non
-partner sexual violence. In ad-

dition women who are victims 
of violence are more than twice 
as likely to experience depres-
sion or anxiety. Staff reporter

LOCAL lawyer Paula Ling Hsiao Yun and 
three other female delegates from Macau 

to the National People’s Congress (NPC) have 
expressed their concerns about women’s en-
titlement to holidays in addition to the 56 days 
of maternity leave, Macao Daily News repor-
ted. 

According to the Labor Relations Law, wo-
men, in general, are granted a period of 56 
days of maternity leave, whereas, in parti-
cular, female civil servants are granted a full 
three months, which is similar to the main-
land entitlement (98 days). Ling complained 
that “56 days are definitely not enough. Fema-
le workers should be entitled to the same ma-
ternity leave as civil servants.” 

Four out of the 12 NPC delegates from Macau 
are female.  According to Iong Weng Ian, lea-
der of Macau Women’s General Association, 
the number of female members of local orga-
nizations and committees has been increasing 
but the ratio between men and women is still 
disproportionate. In her words, “I hope that 

the government creates more opportunities 
for women.”

Currently, local residents enjoy 10 man-
datory holidays of paid leave, against seven 
in the mainland. Ho Sut Heng, chairwoman 
of the Federation of Trade Unions (FAOM), 
considered that the maternity leave issue is 
“not up to pace with social development” and 
thinks women need more time for themselves. 

Besides maternity leave, Leong Iok Wa, lea-
der of FAOM, suggested that employed wo-
men, especially those on frequent rotational 
shift work, could be offered better organized 
working schedules. 

Regarding women’s status in society, the 
four delegates informed the media, while in 
Beijing, that female employees normally take 
responsibility both at home and at work, and 
that the pressure on local working-class wo-
men is quickly increasing. They suggested that 
extended maternity leave, as well as providing 
better services to the elderly and infants would 
bring improvements to the community.  

Paula Ling and other NPC delegates 
call for longer maternity leave

ARTS 

‘Triplets of Belleville’ cine-concert to be performed tonight

rest’s diverse musical cast 
including trumpet, trom-
bone, accordion players 

and percussionists. 
“In animation you need 

to have a very precise idea 

of the timing,” Charest 
said yesterday during a 
press conference. “I crea-
ted a lot of the music wi-
thout the animation after 
having the scene descri-
bed.” Later the animation 
would be created to syn-
chronize with the sound-
track.

“I think every film is a 
special event. You need 
to adapt to the needs of 
the director; that is what 
makes a good [score com-
poser], along with mee-

ting the right tone for the 
movie,” Charest argued.

The award-winning ani-
mation tells the bizarre 
story of a young and fat 
Tour de France cyclist 
who is kidnapped by mys-
terious square-shoulde-
red mafia henchmen and 
taken to a brimming me-
tropolis. His near-sighted 
grandmother and faithful 
dog give chase to the ki-
dnappers and along the 
way get taken in by a trio 
of eccentric jazz divas.

According to Charest, 
the performance of the 
cine-concert in Macau 
is the first in Asia. They 
will next perform in Tai-
pei, before heading to the 
U.S. in April, and possibly 
Australia in autumn.

Charest adds that a part 
of the reason that he joi-
ned the orchestra for the 
cine-concert tour “is [to 
get] a chance to get out 
of the studio. Why not? I 
wrote it, so let’s try it.”

The performance will 
be held tonight at 8 p.m. 
in the Grand Auditorium 
at CCM, and will run for 
about 75 minutes without 
intermission. DB
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TAIWANESE lawmakers 
passed a resolution on 

Monday to withdraw the new 
section of legislation that pre-
vents pro-Taiwanese indepen-
dence activists from having 
“Republic of Taiwan” stickers 
on their Republic of China 
passports.

The Legislature’s National 
Defense and Foreign Affairs 
Committee passed the non-
binding resolution which was 
proposed by several opposition 
lawmakers in order to revoke 
Article Three of the Enforce-
ment Rules of the Passport Act, 
according to a China Post re-
port.

The article prohibits Taiwane-
se citizens from placing “Repu-

Taiwanese lawmakers propose 
revoking passport act
blic of Taiwan” stickers on the 
cover of their passports. Failing 
to observe this law may result 
in a passport revocation by go-
vernment authorities. 

New Power Party lawmaker, 
Freddy Lim, said that Article 
Five of the Passport Act only 
specifies that passport holders 
cannot make changes on the 
inner pages of their passport, 
however, the foreign minister 

modified the law to further spe-
cify that no alterations should 
be made on the front cover of a 
passport. 

Lim, the proponent of the re-
solution, then criticized the 
move saying it had already vio-
lated the original act itself, thus 
should not be effective in the 
first place.

Lim also argues that many 
nationals place the stickers on 

their passports so as to prevent 
Taiwanese citizens to be wron-
gly identified as a Chinese na-
tional.

Meanwhile, Foreign Minister 
David Lin clarified that the re-
gulation is only meant to pro-
tect the rights of Taiwanese 
citizens traveling overseas sin-
ce the use of the stickers could 
undermine the credibility of the 
country’s passport.

Lin mentioned the concerns 
of many countries over the use 
of such stickers, which could 
lead to visa denials by foreign 
authorities, including those in 
the U.S., but promises to review 
Lim’s proposal.

At least 15 Taiwanese citizens 
holding passports with the “Re-
public of Taiwan” stickers have 
been refused entry into Macau 
since the beginning of this year.

GUANGZHOU may 
be the first of the 

mainland’s four tier-one 
cities to lift restrictions 
on homebuyers from 
Hong Kong and Macau, 
but industry experts dou-
bt the move will boost 
property sales in the re-
gion.

Industry experts are 
skeptical that Guangdong 
will clear its target of 160 
million square meters of 

REAL ESTATE 

Guangzhou lacks sales strategies in reaching out to Macau, HK

The glass facade of a real estate agency in the Zhujiang New Town 
district of Guangzhou

empty housing stock by 
2018.

The Times earlier repor-

ted that Guangdong’s pro-
vincial government may lift 
home-purchase restrictions 

for buyers from Hong Kong 
and Macau, and will be en-
titled to the same benefits 
as locals in “eligible cities.”

However, the new measu-
re is not expected to draw 
buyers from Hong Kong, 
where prices have fallen 
nearly 11 percent after 
peaking last September.

“The relaxation, if it ma-
terializes, will create po-
tential demand from Hong 
Kong but not in a big way,” 

Joseph Tsang, managing 
director at JLL Hong Kong, 
told the South China Mor-
ning Post.

Meanwhile Thomas Lam, 
head of Valuation and Con-
sultancy at Knight Frank, 
said Hong Kong was still 
a favorable investment 
among local investors, and 
added that investors are 
mainly concerned with the 
mainland’s slowing eco-
nomy.

According to mainland 
data provider Real Estate 
Information, prices for new 
flats in Guangzhou – which 
dominated total residen-
tial transactions – rose just 
over 36 percent since 2010, 
compared to Hong Kong’s 
88 percent rise over the 
same period. 

Prices for new homes in 
Guangzhou had a month- 
on-month increase of 0.64 
percent in February.
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HK ‘performed poorly in 
accomplishing tasks’
Beijing’s 13th five-year plan revealed its 
concerns about the Hong Kong government’s 
inability to accomplish what is expected of it, 
according to a local delegate of China’s top 
advisory body. Professor Lau Siu-kai – the 
government’s former think tank chief who 
helped formulate the previous five-year plan in 
2011 – said the lack of any new items indicated 
that the government had fallen short. “The 12th 
five-year plan mentioned six new industries for 
Hong Kong and about 10 infrastructural items 
[for cross-border cooperation], but they were 
not delivered upon [… ] So this year there was 
no actual item at all,” he told the South China 
Morning Post in Hong Kong. “This implies 
that we performed poorly in accomplishing 
tasks.” The chapter devoted to Hong Kong and 
Macau listed seven projects, including three 
new development zones in Guangdong and 
infrastructure projects such as the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge. None of those projects 
have so far been completed. 

‘Temple culture’ 
promoted in Macau
The Macau Temple Civilization Promotion 
Committee aimed to raise awareness of local 
temple culture through a two-day set of Taoist 
musical performances that delighted local 
audiences, Macao Daily News reported. The 
cultural event, which ended on Sunday, was 
supported by the Macau Taoist Association 
and more than ten temples. Exhibitions of 
traditional handcraft and of other folk culture 
were on display for both tourists and local 
residents to enjoy. The Taoist musical group 
played eight pieces of music. 

 

Renato Marques

THE New Macau Associa-
tion found “suspicious 

traces” that government 
departments may have con-
tributed to expedite the bu-
reaucratic procedures for  the 
construction company regar-
ding the proposed 100-meter 
skyscraper planned for Co-
loane’s hill (Estrada do Cam-
po). The association delive-
red a complaint to the Com-
mission Against Corruption 
(CCAC) yesterday, showing 
several documents that raise 
suspicions of favoritism from 
government departments.

The complaint is based on 
several decisions taken by 
the administration over a 
four year period (2009-2013) 
that converged to help this 
specific development project, 
the leader of New Macau As-
sociation, Scott Chiang, told 
journalists when delivering 
the documents to Macau’s 
corruption watchdog.

Chiang explained, “back in 
2007 there was a plan clearly 
stating that the construction 

New Macau complains to 
CCAC on Coloane tower

height for that entire area 
could not exceed 12 meters 
but in 2009 an updated ver-
sion of the same plan ex-
cluded precisely the area in 
question without further ex-
planation or reason,” adding 
that “a few years later in 2012 
the developer had already 
applied for the development 
and with very suspicious 
efficiency the government 
issued a temporary project 
license, which preceded the 
environmental impact asses-
sment.” 

According to Chiang, back 
in 2012 when the govern-

ment issued the first tempo-
rary license for the project, 
it was only valid for 12 mon-
ths. “Although we are now in 
2016 it seems that condition 
is still valid and we have to 
question why. (…) It seems 
like the government rushed 
the process so it could give 
an assurance to the develop-
ment before the enforcement 
of the new Urban Develop-
ment Plan of 2014.”

Questioned by reporters 
about what the worst impact 
of the building could be (shou-
ld it be built), Scott Chiang 
said that there are serious 

worries at two different levels: 
“First, this project will dig up 
half of the hill which will have 
a terrible impact on the envi-
ronment in Coloane, the last 
piece of natural environment 
we can find in Macau.” More 
importantly, according to 
him, is what he deems as the 
‘B2 effect’: “Once you allow a 
project of such height in this 
location, all the surrounding 
landowners will say ‘why can’t 
I do the same thing?’ so all of 
Coloane Island would be ef-
fectively gone.” 

This development has been 
“in the line of fire” over the 
last week with several people 
and organizations expres-
sing their discontent.  

The government issued 
assurances that the pro-
ject has not yet been gran-
ted a construction permit 
by the Land, Public Works 
and Transport Bureau (DS-
SOPT). A statement from 
the Government Informa-
tion Bureau reiterated that 
starting construction on any 
project without a building 
permit is against the law. 
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corporate bits

MGM MACAU is set to laun-
ch a variety of festive promo-
tional dining and entertainment 
events in celebration of Easter. 

Selections include the Chef’s 
Special Easter Menu at Aux 
Beaux Arts, a buffet at Rossio, 
and a wide range of festive 
sweets at Pastry Bar and Gran-
de Praça Café.

Aux Beaux Arts will pre-
sent special Easter a-la-carte 
menus on March 27 only, in-
cluding a special ’Organic Egg- 
citing Live Station’ available 
during brunch hours. 

mgm to celebrate easter 
with festive events

Meanwhile in Rossio, Bos-
ton lobsters, Alaskan king crab 
legs and freshly shucked oys-
ters are just some of the highli-
ghts available. 

Between March 11 and 27, 
Pastry Bar and Grande Pra-
ça Café will offer a selection 
of treats such as traditional 
Easter hot cross buns or Pin-
za buns, pastries, macaroons, 
and cookies. 

Also, MGM Macau will launch 
two Easter challenges for kids 
during brunch hours on March 
27, with the champions winning 
an Easter chocolate surprise. 
In addition, the games and 
drawing station are compli-
mentary for Aux Beaux Arts 
and Rossio’s brunch guests, 
subject to availability.

Daniela Wei and Jill Mao

MACAU’S decade-
long gambling 
boom made Lui 
Che-Woo a mul-

ti-billionaire and his casino 
company number three in the 
world’s largest gambling hub. 
The  Galaxy Entertainment 
Group Ltd. chairman is now 
venturing into something more 
family-friendly: theme parks.

The next two phases of the 
HKD86 billion (USD11 billion) 
Galaxy  Macau  project will in-
clude “something special and 
high-tech” similar to the mo-
vie “Avatar,” said Lui. Com-
pared with larger theme parks 
such as Walt Disney Co.’s $5.5 
billion Shanghai park that’s 
due to open in June, “our park 
will be smaller but unique,” he 
said in an interview in Hong 
Kong.

“Nowadays you already see 
that all these theme parks 
all have different special 
ideas,”  said 86-year-old Lui, 
who made his first fortune in 
construction before entering 
the casino industry in his 70s. 
“So we’re thinking of how to 
compete against them.”

Casino owners in  Macau  are 
under pressure to come up 
with ways to attract touris-
ts two years after President 
Xi Jinping ordered  the city to 
diversify from gambling. As 
China’s campaign against gra-
ft continues to scare off many 
of Macau’s high-stakes cus-
tomers, Lui isn’t the only one 
looking for new ideas, with 
Melco Crown Entertainment 
Ltd.’s Hollywood-themed Stu-
dio City opening last October.

“Theme parks are a great idea 

 
Theme 
parks are a 
great idea 
and Macau is 
desperate 
for more 
non-gaming 
attractions.

AARON FISCHER

Lui Che-Woo plans Avatar-like 
theme park for Galaxy

and  Macau  is desperate for 
more non-gaming attractions,” 
said CLSA Ltd. analyst Aaron 
Fischer. “These investments 
are in line with government 
demands so this will further 
strengthen relations and re-
duce the risk of the license not 
being renewed.”

Returns on theme parks are 
“quite low” however, Fischer 
said, adding he would also 
like to see Galaxy add another 
6,000 hotel rooms and con-
vention space to help improve 
its mid-week occupancy rates.

Competition for the mass-
market segment, referring to 
gamblers who don’t play in VIP 
rooms normally reserved for 
high- stakes players, is heating 
up as Las Vegas tycoons Steve 
Wynn and Sheldon Adelson 
get ready to open new resorts 
in the second half of this year.

Casino shares fell in Hong 
Kong trading, with Adel-
son’s Sands China Ltd. and 
Wynn  Macau  Ltd. down as 
much as 4.7 percent and 4.6 
percent respectively and Ga-
laxy fell as much as 3.9 per-
cent. Bloomberg Intelligence’s 
index of Macau gaming stocks 
fell as much as 3 percent, whi-
le the Hang Seng Index lost as 
much as 1.2 percent.

The move to attract more Chi-
nese tourists comes as rising 
average wages over three de-
cades have spawned a working 
and middle-class with more 
discretionary cash that’s more 
willing to spend on leisure and 
fun. Going head-to-head with 
Disneyland, China’s richest 
person Wang Jianlin opened 
Dalian Wanda Group Co.’s first 
theme park in southern China 
last September and is spending 
50 billion yuan ($7.7 billion) 
on a movie-plus-theme park 
in China’s eastern city of Qing-
dao.

The Galaxy Macau Phase Two 
and Broadway Macau projects 
started operations last May in-
corporating a 3,000-seat thea-
ter that’s meant to broaden its 
appeal to families and tourists. 

The two properties boosted 
Galaxy’s market share in the 
mass-market segment, helping 
its fourth-quarter earnings 
beat analysts’ estimates.

Construction of the third and 
fourth phases of Galaxy  Ma-

cau, which will cost as much as 
HKD50 billion to build, were 
originally planned to start by 
end-2013, according to the 
company’s 2012 annual re-
port. The expansions were de-
layed as Galaxy re-evaluated 
the plans amid Macau’s casino 
downturn, deputy chairman 
Francis Lui, son of the chair-
man, said in a briefing last 
month. Site investigation on 
the new phases is expected to 
start this year, the younger Lui 
said.

Galaxy makes up three-quar-
ters of the elder Lui’s $7.3 
billion wealth according to 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, 
making him Hong Kong’s 10th- 
richest. As Macau’s gambling 
business tumbled, Lui’s weal-
th more than halved since the 
peak in 2014, when he was at 
one point Asia’s second-richest 
person. Wynn and Adelson’s 
fortunes both declined about 
30 percent as their Macau uni-
ts struggled.

Lui, who has transferred $1 
billion worth of his companies’ 
shares to charitable founda-
tions last September and  set 
up a “Lui Che Woo Prize” for 
contributions to areas such as 
food safety and medicines, said 
he’s circumspect about the cur-
rent state of Macau’s gambling 
market, calling the recent decli-
ne “reasonable” after a decade 
of rapid growth.

“We continue to invest in Ma-
cau,” he said. Another of Ga-
laxy’s non-gaming resort will 
include water sports facilities 
located on Hengqin island, 
neighboring  Macau, with de-
tails to be announced in the se-
cond half of this year, Lui said. 
Bloomberg 

SANDS China has launched 
“My Way,” a new career develo-

pment program for its team mem-
bers. 

The first 1,000 team members 
who join the program will train to 
work in one of several non-gaming 
areas, including food and beve-
rage, security, business develop-
ment, wardrobe, guest relations, 
housekeeping, and facilities. They 
will work in their new roles for a 
period of two years with the pos-
sibility of another year’s extension. 
Participants can return to their 
original gaming roles at any time 
or can choose to stay in their new 
non-gaming roles.

According to a press release is-
sued by Sands China, “‘My Way’ is 
the first career development pro-
gram of its kind in Macau to be im-
plemented on such a large scale. It 
is the result of a systematic, cross- 
departmental effort to provide 
opportunities for team members 
– the program encourages them to 
try new fields and positions for a 
set period of time.” 

“Our team members are our grea-
test assets, and our success would 
not be possible without their dedi-
cation and professionalism. This is 
our latest effort to invest further 
in them,” said Antonio Ramirez, 
senior vice president of human re-
sources for Sands China. 

 

HUMAN RESOURCES

Sands launches 
career 
development 
program for 
team members

VistaJet has announced its 
flight and passenger statisti-
cs for 2015, showing both the 
number of passengers flying 
with VistaJet and its overall 
increase in flight traffic across 
all of its core markets, making 
last year the company’s stron-
gest to date. 

Worldwide flight traffic in-
creased by more than 21 per-
cent year-on-year compared 
to 2014 and the total number 
of passengers flying with Vis-
taJet increased by more than 

vistajet announces growth 
23 percent, according to a 
statement.

The company continued 
to build on its strong track 
record when entering new 
markets by launching in-
country services in China. As 
well as a notable growth in 
flights to China, the business 
also recorded increased per-
formance in the Philippines, 
Malaysia, Thailand and South 
Korea, and registered signifi-
cant growth in customers from 
Singapore.

Sheraton Grand Macao Ho-
tel, Cotai Central is offering a 
range of international cuisines 
at its signature restaurants to 
celebrate the Easter holiday. 
Guests will be offered both 
traditional and contemporary 
Easter fare, from handpicked 
Italian delights, to exquisite 
seafood, to chocolates or dim 
sum, at Bene, Feast, Palms, 
and Xin. 

“Guests looking to indulge 
their sweet tooth can dive into 
chocolate heaven at Palms 
with the ‘Chocoholic After-
noon Tea Set’ and ‘Chocoholic 
Dessert Buffet,’ while foodies 
seeking exquisite Chinese 
cuisine should head to the ‘All 
You Can Eat Dim Sum Brunch’ 
at Xin,” reads a statement. 

Sheraton is also offering a 

sheraton marks easter holiday

‘Spring Escapes’ package; a 
room, dining and entertain-
ment package that allows 
guests to experience the ho-
tel’s best offerings and also 
lets kids ‘Eat and Stay for 
Free.’ Moreover, the resort is 
set to re-launch its Junior Ho-
telier – a program that teaches 
children how to run a hotel, 
with a special expanded culi-
nary focus.
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 The star of 
‘The Martian’ 
will headline 
‘The Great 
Wall,’ a 
historical epic 
filmed in China 
with Chinese 
and American 
stars, and a 
famous Chinese 
director 
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Ryan Nakashima, Los Angeles

CHINA has a new ally 
in its campaign to 
turn itself into a glo-
bal cultural super-

power: Matt Damon. And, 
behind him, a good chunk of 
Hollywood as well.

Chinese leaders have long 
sought international cultural 
influence, aka "soft power," 
commensurate with the na-
tion's economic might. That's 
brought us official Confucian 
institutes scattered across the 
world, billions of dollars in 
development aid and awe-ins-
piring Olympic ceremonies. 
But China's own film industry 
remains a mere flicker on the 
global screen.

Which is where Damon co-
mes in. Early next year, the 
star of "The Martian" will 
headline "The Great Wall," a 
historical epic filmed in Chi-
na with Chinese and American 
stars, a famous Chinese direc-
tor, a cast and crew of roughly 
1,300, a USD150 million bud-
get and some nasty monsters. 
(Not to mention the support 
of the Chinese government.) If 
all goes according to plan, the 
film could be China's first in-
ternational blockbuster — one 
that might presage a wave of 
similar films intended to pre-
sent a new face of China to the 
world.

That's a lot to expect from a 
decidedly unusual action flick. 
In "The Great Wall," Damon 
plays a wandering European 
mercenary in the pre-gunpow-
der era who stumbles across 
the titular structure and lear-
ns what it's really for. (Hint: 
Those monsters might be in-
volved.)

But film-industry types on 
both sides of the Pacific be-
lieve this kind of joint ven-
ture could open huge new 
opportunities for all sides. For 
Hollywood, it's about expan-

ENTERTAINMENT

How Matt Damon may kickstart 
China’s global movie ambitions

ding markets and investment; 
for the Chinese government 
and private companies alike, 
it's about harnessing Ameri-
can stars and storytelling to 
help movies based on Chine-
se history, myths and cultural 
icons break out onto a global 
stage.

Chinese authorities "have 
not made any secret of their 
desire to spread and to en-
courage and to develop soft 
power," says Rance Pow, pre-
sident of Artisan Gateway, a 
Shanghai-based research firm 
that tracks the Chinese box of-
fice. Regaling the world with 
made-in-China blockbusters, 
he says, is one way to do so.

Hollywood naturally welco-
mes Chinese investment to 
help fuel its voracious mo-
vie-making machine. One 
Chinese company — con-
glomerate Dalian Wanda 

Group — snapped up an enti-
re Hollywood studio, Legen-
dary Entertainment, for $3.5 
billion. Legendary just ha-
ppens to be the studio behind 
"The Great Wall."

Working with Chinese part-
ners also offers a shortcut 
past rules that limit the dis-
tribution of foreign movies in 
China's booming film market. 
That could open up a vast new 
territory to U.S. studios — at 
least so long as they play by 
China's rules.

"For U.S. industry, these 
concessions are really about 
market access," says Thilo Ha-
nemann, an economist with 
Rhodium Group, a research 
firm focused on global trade 
flows and government policies.

Of course, plenty could still 
go wrong. There's no gua-
rantee that either "The Great 
Wall" or another half-dozen 
or so would-be Chinese blo-
ckbusters will wow either 
Chinese or global audiences. 
Some previous efforts along 
these lines have been global 
flops.

This time, both Chinese and 
American movie executives 
think they've got the formu-
la right. The most successful 
attempt so far is "Kung Fu 
Panda 3," which has pulled in 
$314 million, including an ou-
tsized $149 million in China. 
Unlike its predecessors, the 
third movie in the series was 
produced by a joint venture 
between the series' original 

studio, DreamWorks Anima-
tion and Chinese investors, 
including state-backed China 
Media Capital.

The biggest draw for Tin-
seltown is China's huge and 
expanding film market. Ci-
nema attendance in the U.S. 
and Canada has been flat for 
a decade, but Chinese movie-
goers are on a tear, snapping 
up tickets worth $6.8 billion 
in 2015, up nearly 50 percent 
from a year earlier. At that 
pace, China could eclipse the 
U.S. as the world's largest film 
market as early as next year.

But tapping that market has 
been a challenge. Chinese re-
gulators allow no more than 
34 foreign films to screen in 
China every year — far fewer 

than filmmakers release in the 
U.S. every month — and impo-
se multiple "blackout" periods 
during which none at all can 
be shown. Regulators vary the 
length of the blackouts so that 
Chinese-made films eke out a 
majority of the market every 
year, Artisan Gateway's Pow 
says.

Films like "Kung Fu Panda 3" 
and "The Great Wall," howe-
ver, get ushered to the front of 
the line. Because of their Chi-
nese backers, the films qualify 
for prime release dates. Their 
backers also get to keep a big-
ger share of the box office than 
they ordinarily would.

So Hollywood has eagerly 
welcomed Chinese partners. 
From 2000 to 2015, Chinese 
direct investment in U.S. en-
tertainment firms amounted 
to $4 billion, according to 
Rhodium Group. That pace 
then skyrocketed in January 
with Wanda's purchase of Le-
gendary, which almost doub-
led that total by itself.

Chinese studios and inves-
tors have pledged another se-
veral hundred million dollars 
for Hollywood film slates. 
Warner Bros., DreamWorks 
Animation and Universal 
have linked up with state-ow-
ned enterprises and private 
companies such as electroni-
cs maker LeEco and Internet 
giants Alibaba and Tencent.

That flood of Chinese cash 
makes possible epic films like 
"The Great Wall," helmed by 
internationally acclaimed di-
rector Zhang Yimou and fil-
med at a multi-billion-dollar 
production facility still un-
der construction in Qingdao 
on China's eastern seaboard. 
Legendary plans eight more 
Chinese-themed projects with 
similar budgets, says Peter 
Loehr, CEO of Legendary's 
wholly owned subsidiary Le-
gendary East.

"We're hoping this is a model 
that works and that we can re-
create it often," he says.

But the Western appetite for 
China-centric films remains 
uncertain. Consider "The 
Flowers of War," a 2011 film 
about the Japanese army's 
vicious 1937 sack of Nanking. 
Despite star Christian Bale 
and a $94 million budget, 
the movie pulled in less than 
$500,000 in the U.S., accor-
ding to Box Office Mojo.

The brutality portrayed in the 
film turned off foreign audien-
ces as a "kind of propaganda," 
says Peter Li, managing direc-
tor of CMC Capital Partners, a 
unit of China Media Capital.

Foreign co-productions cou-
ld suffer a similar fate if they 
grow too heavy handed in an 
attempt to satisfy Chinese 
censors, who oversee all films 
released domestically. "If you 
promote socialist core values, 
you're not going to succeed 
overseas," says Stan Rosen, a 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia political scientist. AP

Movie director Zhang Yimou (right), speaks next to actor Matt Damon during a news conference of their latest movie “The Great 
Wall” held at a hotel in Beijing

Po (left), voiced by Jack Black, and his long-lost panda father Li, voiced by Bryan 
Cranston, posing for a portrait in DreamWorks Animation's "Kung Fu Panda 3"
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Joe McDonald, Beijing

WASHINGTON has res-
tricted the access of one 

of China's biggest telecoms 
equipment makers, ZTE Corp., 
to American components after 
concluding the state-owned 
company improperly exported 
U.S. technology to Iran.

The sanctions took effect yes-
terday after ZTE was found to 
be "acting contrary to the na-
tional security or foreign policy 
interests" of the United States, 
the U.S. Commerce Depart-
ment said. The department 
released documents it said 
showed ZTE set up front com-
panies to evade U.S. controls 
on high-tech exports to Iran.

The Chinese government said 
it opposes the U.S. sanctions. 
ZTE's technology purchases 
support thousands of U.S. jobs 
that might be in jeopardy, the 
Commerce Ministry said.

"This approach will only hurt 
others without necessarily be-
nefiting oneself," said China's 
foreign minister, Wang Yi, at 
a news conference during the 
meeting of the national legis-
lature.

ZTE said it was "fully commi-
tted" to obeying the law whe-
rever it operates.

"ZTE has been cooperating, 
will continue to cooperate and 
communicate with all U.S. 
agencies as required," said 
a company statement. "The 
company is working expedi-
tiously toward resolution of 
this issue."

The conflict reflects the 
complex ties between U.S. 
and Chinese technology com-
panies despite Washington's 
concerns about sharing ad-
vanced know-how with China.

Most of the world's smar-
tphones and personal compu-
ters are assembled in China. 
ZTE and other Chinese com-
panies are developing their 
own technology but rely on 
Western chipsets and other 
components.

The sanctions could prompt 
Chinese leaders to push for 
faster development of their 

US sanctions Chinese tech 
supplier over Iran ties

own fledgling technology su-
ppliers, said Nikhil Batra, re-
search manager for Asia-Paci-
fic telecoms for IDC.

"It might be a boon" to offi-
cials who want to reduce re-
liance on foreign sources, said 
Batra.

"It's not likely to be their 
chief concern that one of their 
companies has been sanctio-
ned when it can lead to bet-
ter development of China as a 
technology marketplace," he 
said.

American companies also 
might be vulnerable to reta-
liation, Batra said. He noted 
Beijing fined American chip 

supplier Qualcomm Technolo-
gies Inc. and investigated sof-
tware giant Microsoft Corp. on 
anti-monopoly charges after 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. was 
forced out of the U.S. server 
market following complaints 
it might be a security risk.

Founded in 1985 as Zhon-
gxing Semiconductor Co. Ltd., 
ZTE is a major supplier of 
network switching gear and 
other telecoms products. It 
assembles smartphones for 
other companies and has lau-
nched its own brand.

ZTE and three other entities, 
including one in Iran, "were 
identified in the scheme deve-

loped by ZTE Corp. to re-ex-
port controlled items to Iran 
contrary to United States law," 
said a Commerce Department 
announcement.

It said they will face additio-
nal requirements to apply for 
export licenses and gave no 
indication whether they would 
be granted.

Two documents released by 
the department described a 
"detached (business) model" 
and "detached (shell) com-
panies" set up to handle sales 
to Iran of products covered 
by U.S. trade embargoes. The 
documents were marked "Top 
Secret Highly Confidential." 

The Commerce Department 
did not say how it obtained 
them.

The sanctions threaten to 
disrupt sales by U.S. techno-
logy suppliers such as Intel 
Corp. and Qualcomm. They 
earn billions of dollars a year 
from chip sales, license pay-
ments and other revenue from 
Chinese customers.

ZTE spends about USD450 
million every quarter on U.S. 
technology, according to Ba-
tra. In addition to Qualcomm 
and Intel, he said suppliers in-
clude Avnet Inc., which makes 
electronics used in routers.

Intel is "still assessing the 
possible impact," a company 
spokesman, Will Moss, said in 
an email.

Potential non-U.S. suppliers 
include MediaTek Inc., a 
Taiwanese maker of chipsets 
used by Chinese smartphone 
brands Huawei and Xiaomi, 
and South Korea's Samsung, 
said Batra. But he said for 
components in network rou-
ters and other advanced pro-
ducts, there is no alternative 
to Intel or rival Advanced Mi-
cro Devices Inc.

"It's going to be a big impact 
for both sides — for ZTE as 
well as the U.S. companies," 
he said.

ZTE, headquartered in the 
southern city of Shenzhen, 
said it earned 2.6 billion yuan 
($400 million) on revenue 
of 81.5 billion yuan ($12.5 
billion) in 2014, the most re-
cent year for which it has re-
ported results.

U.S. authorities earlier cited 
ZTE as a possible security risk. 
In 2012, a congressional panel 
said the company and rival 
Huawei were potential threats 
and Americans should avoid 
doing business with them. AP

A man, seen on the screen of a smart phone, takes photographs of a miniature city set at the Chinese ZTE stand during the 
Mobile World Congress Wireless show in Barcelona, Spain
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malaysian pm says hopeful that missing 
plane will be found

MALAYSIAN PRIME Min-
ister Najib Razak said yester-
day he is hopeful that missing 
Flight 370 will still be found as 
lawmakers observed a moment 
of silence in Parliament to mark 
the second anniversary of the 
plane’s disappearance.
Najib said the wing part found 
on France’s Reunion Island 
last July was evidence the 
flight tragically ended in the 
southern Indian Ocean. An 
ongoing search is expected to 
be completed later this year 

and he said Malaysia “remains 
hopeful” that the plane will be 
found.
If the search turns up nothing, 
he said, Malaysia, Australia and 
China will hold a meeting to 
determine the way forward.
“The search has been the most 
challenging in aviation history,” 
Najib said in a statement. “We 
remain committed to doing 
everything within our means 
to solving what is an agonizing 
mystery for the loved ones of 
those who were lost.”
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Going to 
Malaysia 
Airlines every 
day gives me a 
bit of relief, and 
I feel I am doing 
something for 
my sister.

RELATIVE

CHINA 中國10

Peng Peng & Tim Sullivan, Beijing

NEARLY every day, the re-
tired factory worker goes to 

the airline office, riding a series 
of buses across Beijing to hand- 
deliver a letter. And nearly 
every day, the letter says the 
same thing.

"Tell us the truth, and get our 
loved ones back to us."

Once she hands over the le-
tter, Dai Shuqin gets back on 
the bus and goes home, back 
to a small apartment where bo-
xes hold copies of hundreds of 
letters she has delivered over 
the past two years, all begging 
for news on her sister and four 
other relatives who vanished 
when Malaysia Airlines Flight 
370 disappeared on March 8, 
2014. There were 239 people on 
board.

Most of the passengers on 
the plane, which was en route 
from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing, 
were Chinese. So across Chi-
na, dozens of families are still 
wrestling with how — or if — 
to accept that their relatives 
are dead. Investigators belie-
ve the Boeing 777 crashed in a 
remote stretch of the southern 
Indian Ocean, killing everyone 
on board after flying far off cou-
rse and running out of fuel. But 
they have only theories to ex-
plain exactly what happened, or 
why. Only one confirmed piece 
of plane wreckage has been fou-
nd, a battered, rowboat-sized 

MH370 

Families’ painful choice: 
Demand answers or move on?

wing part that washed up on an 
Indian Ocean island about ei-
ght months ago.

What can you do when you 
don't know what happened to 
people you loved?

Some of the grieving families 
have filed lawsuits, including 
12 families who did this week. 
Some have accepted cash settle-
ments with Malaysia Airlines in 
exchange for agreeing not to 
file suit. Many are still debating 
what to do.

And some, like Dai, find their 
only solace comes in believing 
that their relatives are still ali-
ve. Somewhere. Somehow. As a 
result, their lives are now con-
sumed by demanding answers 
from an airline that has few 
answers at all.

"People say we are nuts," said 
Dai, a 62-year-old woman who-

se younger sister was on the fli-
ght, along with her sister's hus-
band, son, daughter-in-law and 
grandson. "But for us, we have 
the feeling that our loved ones 
are still alive."

Officials "just tell us all the 
passengers are dead. We don't 
accept that. If they tell us the 
truth, or give us a convincing 
explanation, then we'll stop co-
ming here every day."

She does not care if her quest 
looks impossible.

"I can't sleep and I can't get 
over this," Dai said.

Her apartment has few deco-
rations beyond a large world 
map stuck to one wall. A folding 
metal table is covered with co-
pies of letters sent to the airline.

"I have no other ways to han-
dle this. [...] Going to Malaysia 
Airlines every day gives me a bit 
of relief, and I feel I am doing 
something for my sister."

Many relatives believe the real 
story of MH370 has been hid-
den from them. They disagree 
on what may have happened, 
debating theories and trading 
facts and rumors. But few be-
lieve they know the entire truth.

That suspicion is heightened 
in China, where widespread 
censorship and the official con-
trol of access to information has 
led to a general sense among 
Chinese that what they see in 
the media, or hear from the 
government, is not to be trus-
ted. This widespread cynicism 

foments a quiet if deep-seated 
anger, and a willingness to ac-
cept conspiracy theories.

Kelly Wen, who runs a furni-
ture store, is desperate to move 
on, to find a way to start her life 
again after her husband disa-
ppeared with the plane.

But she remains overwhelmed 
by the loss.

"My family is still in the sha-
dow of the MH370 accident," 
said Wen, a 31-year-old Beijing 
resident with a five-year-old 
son now left without a father. "I 
can't work like I did before be-
cause there are too many issues 
I need to handle in my family. 
But I do hope I can gradually 
walk out of the accident and go 

back to work."
With the second anniversary 

approaching, Wen increasingly 
believes she needs to make up 
her mind about what to do.

"I need to decide whether to 
accept compensation and reach 
agreement with Malaysian Air-
lines or file suit in court," she 
said.

She and some 80 other relati-
ves of MH370 passengers went 
together to meet Malaysia Airli-
nes staff in late February to get 
updates on the situation. From 
the start, it did not go well. Out-
side the airline office were near-
ly two dozen policemen in case 
there was trouble.

When they left, few of the rela-
tives were satisfied.

They had come with detailed 
questions about the status of 
the search and the investiga-
tion. Wen wanted to see securi-
ty video of passengers boar-
ding the aircraft. The search is 
expected to end in June, plane 
or no plane, and they wanted 
more details on that decision.

But no security video was re-
leased, she said, and little new 
information emerged. Few of 
the relatives have faith in the 
official investigation, which was 
set up by Malaysia and includes 
experts from Malaysia, Austra-
lia, China, Britain, the U.S. and 
France.

"We hope we can have a third- 
party, independent investiga-
tion when they stop search-and- 
rescue in June," she said.

After the meeting, about 10 
members of the group ate lunch 
together in a nearby restaurant.

"This kind of gathering is very 
important for us," said Wen. 
"We are already so helpless. If 
we don't gather among other 
relatives, we will feel even more 
lonely," she said.

Dai, however, doesn't think 
much about moving on. For the 
foreseeable future, her life is 
about delivering the letters that 
she and other relatives have 
signed.

A year ago, her only daughter 
had a baby, her only grand-
child. Now, her daughter wants 
Dai to look after the little boy.

But Dai says that won't happen. 
Going to the airline office takes 
up too much of her time. AP

Relatives of passengers aboard Malaysia Airlines flight MH370 talk at a restaurant near Beijing Capital International Airport after meeting with Malaysia Airlines 
representatives in Beijing
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THE order came down 
from the highest levels 
of China’s government, 
in a handwritten mes-

sage from President Xi Jinping 
to officials charged with fixing 
the country’s crashing stock 
market: Make sure to protect 
the interests of small and mid-
level investors.

Xi’s command - scribbled 
across a report on probes into 
short sellers and other "mali-
cious" traders - was shared at 
a July meeting between regula-
tors and law enforcement offi-
cials, according to a person with 
knowledge of the matter, who 
asked not to be named because 
the meeting was private. In the 
ensuing months, policy makers 
would escalate an unpreceden-
ted campaign to prop up shares 
and punish speculators accused 
of exacerbating the rout.

It’s safe to say that the results 
aren’t what Xi envisioned. Not 
only have Chinese stocks lost 
USD728 billion since July, but 
the government’s handling of 
the crash has undermined its 
credibility among both interna-
tional money managers and the 
individual investors it sought to 
protect. The intervention shows 
how Xi’s brand of populism 
clashes with his pledge to crea-
te a market-based economy, 
risking more policy misfires as 
he tackles challenges from re-
forming state-owned enterpri-
ses to allowing the yuan to tra-
de more freely.

"If they can’t get stocks right, 
how are they going to get the 
trickier puzzle of SOE reform 
right?" said Michael Every, the 
head of financial markets re-
search at Rabobank Group in 
Hong Kong, who correctly pre-
dicted the tumble in Chinese 
equities. "The government’s at-
tempts have been a total failure, 
leading to a huge drop in confi-
dence among investors."

Questions over the ruling 
Communist Party’s policies 
have taken on renewed urgency 
this week as leaders huddle for 
the National People’s Congress, 
an annual parliamentary ses-
sion where lawmakers will sign 
off on China’s five-year econo-

CHINA'S trade plun-
ged in February as 

weak global demand and 
a business shutdown 
during the Lunar New 
Year holiday combined to 
depress sales.

Exports fell 25.4 per-
cent from a year ago to 
USD126.1 billion, worse-
ning from January's 11.2 
percent contraction, cus-
toms data showed yester-
day. Imports shrank 13.8 
percent to $93.5 billion, 
an improvement over Ja-

Trade falls sharply in February 

Xi’s handwriting betrays 
paradox at core policy

mic plan. Nine months after the 
stock-market rout began, the 
aftershocks are still a focus of 
NPC delegates gathered in Bei-
jing.

The market rout is “destroying 
the middle class,” Fan Yun, a 
businesswoman from Shan-
ghai, said during a meeting of 
her municipality’s NPC delega-
tion on Sunday, an unusually 
outspoken assessment of gover-
nment policies. "The 10 years of 
stock-market development sin-
ce 2007 is a decade of tears.”

The second half of 2015 was 
especially painful. The average 
Chinese investor who entered 
the stock market in May - when 
new account openings surged 
to record highs - suffered losses 
of 27 percent through Decem-
ber, according to figures com-
piled by Hithink RoyalFlush In-
formation Network Co., one of 
the nation’s biggest providers 
of financial data. 

Corwin Huang, a 26-year-old 

financial professional in Bei-
jing, is among those disillusio-
ned by policy makers’ response 
to the selloff, particularly that 
of the China Securities Regula-
tory Commission.

“I used to appreciate the 
CSRC’s efforts to support the 
market," said Huang, who li-
quidated his stock holdings in 
late January after recording a 
50 percent loss. "Eventually, 
I decided I was wrong. I over-
valued the government’s capa-
bilities."

It’s easy to see why protecting 
China’s small investors was 
such a priority for Xi, who has 
also spearheaded a crackdown 
on official corruption and ple-
dged to lift 50 million people 
from poverty by the end of the 
decade.

For one, stock investors are 
a huge constituency: About 90 
million individuals had regis-
tered as investors by the height 
of the boom in June, more than 

the 88 million-strong Commu-
nist Party. Keeping the wealth 
of China’s middle class intact 
also furthered an official goal 
of creating a consumer-led eco-
nomy, while the government’s 
credibility was on the line after 
senior officials joined state-run 
media in promoting equities 
before prices collapsed.

There are signs that regulators 
have learned from mistakes. 
They scrapped a controversial 
market circuit breaker just four 
days after it was introduced in 
January, a rare admission of 
policy error after the mecha-
nism was blamed for exacerba-
ting investor panic. Last mon-
th, the government dismissed 
CSRC Chairman Xiao Gang, 
who had overseen both the sto-
ck-market bubble and bust.

Authorities are “still learning 
by doing,” said Wai Ho Leong, 
a Singapore-based senior re-
gional economist at Barclays 
Plc, who cited recent remarks 
by Premier Li Keqiang and cen-
tral bank Governor Zhou Xiao-
chuan as signs of an effort to 
improve communication with 
the market. "They will get it ri-
ght in the end."

Still, policy makers seem to 
be prioritizing a rising market 
over long-term reform. The 
government’s plan to reduce 
intervention in initial public of-
ferings, which had fueled fears 
of an oversupply of new shares, 
is unlikely to be implemented 
this year, a person familiar with 
the situation said this week. 
State-backed funds stepped in 
to support the stock market on 
Friday, according to two people 
with direct knowledge of the 
situation, in an effort to boost 
investor sentiment during the 
NPC. The Shanghai Composite 
Index rose 0.1 percent yester-
day amid speculation of state 

buying.
Instead of meddling with 

market prices, China’s leader-
ship should focus their efforts 
on educating individual inves-
tors and ensuring that market 
information is accurate and 
openly available, said Zhu Ning, 
deputy dean of Shanghai Jiao 
Tong University’s Shanghai Ad-
vanced Institute of Finance.

"The CSRC took an unneces-
sary and improper role of gua-
ranteeing the equity market will 
rise," Zhu said. "In the long run, 
instead of facilitating growth of 
the stock market and investors, 
this role actually limits and 
hurts the market."

Xi, who gave himself control 
over China’s financial poli-
cies and long-term economic 
planning, will need to win back 
the confidence of local and fo-
reign investors if he wants to 
steer the world’s second-largest 
economy through its deepest 
slowdown in a quarter century.

Plans presented at the NPC 
call for closing dirty and inef-
ficient mills and mines, filling 
millions of vacant homes and 
letting capital flow more freely 
across China’s borders without 
a major yuan devaluation. The 
Communist Party wants to do 
it all while avoiding a surge 
in unemployment that could 
threaten social stability and 
damage its claim as the nation’s 
best option for economic pros-
perity.

Fang Tao, a 28-year-old em-
ployee at a sportswear company 
in Shanghai, has yet to be con-
vinced China’s leaders can pull 
it off.

"It’s like the government is 
using our real money to try out 
their immature reform," said 
Fang, who lost 30 percent of his 
investment in stocks last year. 
Bloomberg

nuary's 18.8 percent de-
cline.

The trade slump has 
complicated the ruling 
Communist Party's effor-
ts to overhaul its state-do-
minated economy by ad-
ding the risk of politically 
dangerous job losses. The 
ruling party's plans call 
for keeping trade steady 
to protect millions of ex-
port-related jobs.

At the annual meeting 
of China's national legis-
lature this week, the lea-

dership refrained from 
announcing a trade grow-
th target after last year's 
exports contracted by 2.8 
percent, falling embarras-
singly short of the official 
goal of 6 percent growth.

Chinese economic grow-
th fell last year to a 25-
year low of 6.9 percent. 
The government has set a 
target of 6.5 to 7 percent 
this year but the Inter-
national Monetary Fund 
and private sector fore-
casters expect growth to 

fall as low as 6.3 percent.
The slowdown has hurt 

demand for industrial 
raw materials and other 
imports. February's num-
bers also were depressed 
by a two-week shutdown 
by factories and many 
other employers for the 
Lunar New Year holiday.

China's politically sensi-
tive global trade surplus 
was $32.6 billion in Fe-
bruary.

The trade surplus with 
the United States, China's 

biggest trading partner 
last month, narrowed by 
one-quarter from a year 
earlier to $14.5 billion 
as American purchases 

of Chinese goods fell 15 
percent. The surplus with 
the 27-nation European 
Union contracted by one-
third to $10 billion. AP
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Rod McGuirk, Canberrra

THE U.S. Air Force will 
continue to fly daily mis-

sions over the South China Sea 
despite a buildup of Chinese 
surface-to-air missiles and fi-
ghter jets in the contested re-
gion, with both nations' mili-
taries in discussions to avoid 
any miscalculations, a top U.S. 
general said yesterday.

Gen. Lori Robinson, the 
commander of the Pacific Air 
Forces, also urged other na-
tions to exercise their free-
dom to fly and sail in inter-
national airspace and waters 
claimed by China in the Sou-
th China Sea "or risk losing it 
throughout the region."

"We've watched the increa-
sed military capability on 
those islands, whether it's 
the fighters, whether it's the 
missiles or the 10,000-foot 
runways. We will continue 
to do as we've always done, 
and that is fly and sail in in-
ternational airspace in accor-
dance to international rules 
and norms," Robinson told 
reporters in Australia's capi-
tal, Canberra, where she will 
address the Royal Austra-
lian Air Force's biennial Air 
Power Conference next week.

Robinson declined to say 
how the United States would 
retaliate if a U.S. plane was 
shot down by the Chinese.

Several governments have 
conflicting claims in the Sou-
th China Sea, a major conduit 
for world trade. The U.S. lays 
no claims to the waters, but 
says it has an interest in en-
suring freedom of navigation 
and overflight and non-use of 
force and coercion to assert 
claims.

CHINA'S foreign minister took a 
hard line yesterday on the coun-

try's claims to virtually all the South 
China Sea, saying Beijing won't per-

AN Iranian couple who 
resettled in Cambodia 

under an expensive pro-
gram funded by Australia 
to keep asylum-seekers 
from its soil returned to 
their homeland, Cambo-
dian and Australian offi-
cials said yesterday.

Gen. Tan Sovichea, 
head of the refugee office 
in Cambodia's Interior 
Ministry, said the cou-
ple, who arrived from 
a refugee camp on the 
South Pacific island na-
tion of Nauru last June, 

CAMBODIA

Iranian couple in resettlement deal return home
departed for Iran on 
Feb. 12.

He said five people had 
resettled in Cambodia 
from Nauru under a four- 
year, 55 million Aus-
tralian dollar (USD41 
million) program finan-
ced by Australia, which 
also pays for the South 
Pacific camp housing 
more than 600 refugees. 
Human rights activists 
claim conditions there 
are unhealthy.

"The Iranian couple 
told us that they decided 

to go back to Iran af-
ter they felt homesick," 
Tan Sovichea said. "We 
respected their rights to 
leave and we welcome 
their decision."

Last October, one of 
two ethnic Rohingya 
men resettled under 
the deal went home to 
Myanmar, leaving only 
an Iranian and another 
Rohingya in Cambodia. 
Tan Sovichea said they 
appeared to be happy 
with their new lives.

A statement released 

by a spokeswoman for 
Australian Immigration 
Minister Peter Dutton 
confirmed the Iranians' 
return home but decli-
ned to discuss related 
details.

It said the Australian 
government remained 
committed to supporting 
Cambodia's government 
in resettling refugees. 
"The Government holds 
firm on our policy that 
you if arrive by boat [to 
Australia] then you can 
either return to your 

country of origin or be 
resettled in a third coun-
try."

Australia refuses to ac-
cept any refugees who 
attempt to reach its 
shores by boat. It pays 
Nauru and Papua New 
Guinea, which has a de-
tention center on Ma-
nus Island, to hold them 
instead. The deal with 
Cambodia, finalized in 
September 2014, was 
criticized out of concern 
that Cambodia was too 
impoverished to handle 

the new residents and 
that its poor human ri-
ghts record would put 
them at risk.

Critics also suggested 
that after the volunteers 
were sent to Phnom 
Penh, the program was 
poorly implemented, al-
though the International 
Organization for Migra-
tion and other groups 
in Cambodia were pro-
viding housing, jobs, 
transport and education 
in addition to initial 
orientation. AP

Gen. Lori Robinson

SOUTH CHINA SEA

US general: Air Force to 
keep flying over region

Chinese foreign minister Wang Yi

Beijing says it won’t budge on 
South China Sea sovereignty

Robinson conceded there 
was "a possibility of a miscal-
culation" leading to conflict 
in the increasingly militari-
zed region.

But she said that the United 
States and China had signed 
an agreement on air-to-air 
rules of behavior in interna-
tional airspace in September 
and would continue discus-
sions on the subject this year.

"That has allowed us to 
have continuous dialogue 
with the Chinese about how 
to conduct safe intercepts 
and intercepts in accordance 
with international rules and 
norms," Robinson said.

She said Russian long-range 
aircraft were also increasin-
gly active in the Pacific, flying 

around Japan and Guam.
As part of U.S. plans to in-

crease its military presence 
in the Pacific, Robinson said 
discussions were underway 
with the Australian military 
to rotate U.S. bombers throu-
gh the northern Australian 
air force bases at Darwin and 
Tindal.

"It gives us the opportunity 
to train our pilots to unders-
tand the theater and to stren-
gthen our ties with our great 
allies, the Royal Australian 
Air Force," Robinson said.

U.S. Marines already rota-
te through Darwin in a sign 
of an increasingly close mi-
litary bilateral alliance that 
riles China, Australia's most 
important trade partner. AP

mit other nations to infringe on what 
it considers its sovereign rights in the 
strategically vital area.

Wang Yi, speaking to reporters at an 
annual news conference in Beijing, 
said that another nation's claim to 
freedom of navigation in the region 
doesn't give it the right to do whate-
ver it wants — an apparent reference 
to the U.S., which has sent naval ships 
past reefs where China has engaged in 
island-building.

Wang sought to deflect allegations 
China is militarizing the region by 
building military facilities on the ar-
tificial islands. He said China's deve-
lopment there was defensive and that 
other nations were being militaristic — 
not China.

"China cannot be labeled as the most 
militaristic. This label is more suited 

to other countries," Wang said.
In addition to reaffirming that South 

China Sea islands were an "integral" 
part of China's territory that "every 
Chinese is obligated to defend," he 
reiterated Beijing's refusal to coope-
rate with an International Court of 
Arbitration case brought by the Phi-
lippines over disputed claims in the 
area.

China has conducted a massive pro-
gram in the South China Sea over the 
past two years of land reclamation, 
piling sand atop reefs then adding 
airstrips and military facilities.

Neighbors have complained that the 
work has raised tensions by changing 
the status quo in the area, where six 
Asian governments have overlapping 
claims and which include some of the 
world's busiest sea lanes.

When asked whether China would 
allow foreign journalists to visit those 
islands, Wang stressed that they also 
were intended for civilian uses and 
that once they are completed, foreign 
journalists would be invited. AP
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Mari Yamaguchi, Namie

SINCE the 2011 melt-
downs ended their fu-
ture as prized black 
"wagyu" beef, a rancher 

near the Fukushima nuclear 
power plant has given his cattle 
a new mission: They've become 
protesters.

Defying both government eva-
cuation and slaughter orders, 
62-year-old Masami Yoshizawa 
returned to his ranch 14 kilo-
meters from the plant to keep 
his cattle alive as living proof of 
the disaster.

He and his cattle are no doubt 
a nuisance for the government 
as Japan gears up to showcase 
Fukushima's recovery ahead of 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

"An effort to eliminate a ne-
gative reputation is nothing 
but a cover-up," he said. "This 
is a farm that chronicles and 
tells the story of Fukushima's 
radiation contamination disas-
ter. We'll stay here at the Ranch 
of Hope, and keep sending our 
message."

The March 11, 2011, earth-
quake and tsunami swamped 
the Fukushima plant, knocking 
out power to vital cooling sys-
tems. When Yoshizawa heard 
explosions at the plant, he fea-
red the ranch he inherited from 
his father was finished.

Within weeks, thousands of 
cattle in the evacuation zone 
around the plant died of star-
vation, including 200 of the 
330 Yoshizawa had left at his 
ranch. Memories of the rows of 
dead cows at abandoned farms, 
collapsed after being reduced 
to skin and bones while waiting 
for food, still haunt him.

Surviving cows that escaped 
their ranches were roaming for 
food, damaging houses and dis-

THE Philippine Supreme Court ru-
led yesterday that Sen. Grace Poe 

is eligible to run for president in May 9 
elections, overturning an elections com-
mission decision to disqualify her and 
removing a long-hanging legal question 
over a tightly fought race to lead the 
Southeast Asian nation.

The justices voted 9-6 to favor Poe's pe-
titions against the Commission on Elec-
tions decision last December to disqua-
lify her on the grounds that she was not 
a natural-born citizen and did not have 
the required 10-year Philippine residen-
cy required of presidential candidates, 
Supreme Court spokesman Theodore Te 
said at a news conference, adding that 
the ruling can be appealed.

"This victory isn't only mine," a trium-
phant Poe told hundreds of people who 
joined an International Women's Day 
rally by a left-wing group in a downtown 
Manila square. "This is a victory for all 
of us."

The decision will provide a major boost 
to the campaign of Poe, who has already 
been leading in popularity polls, and re-

Sen. Grace Poe, a presidential hopeful, waves as 
she is mobbed by supporters

PHILIPPINES

Court rules Sen. Grace Poe can run for president

Rancher Masami Yoshizawa shows the Ranch of Hope in Namie, Fukushima 
Prefecture

 
An effort to 
eliminate 
a negative 
reputation is 
nothing but a 
cover-up.

MASAMI YOSHIZAWA

JAPAN

For rancher near Fukushima, 
tending herd is act of defiance
rupting traffic. Two months af-
ter the accident, the agriculture 
ministry ordered their slau-
ghter, to keep their meat from 
secretly entering the market. 
Neighborhood ranchers were 
divided.

"I said I was not going to let 
any more cows die on my ran-
ch," said Yoshizawa.

His mostly lone resistance 
hasn't been easy. Authorities 
tried to block his feed transport, 
and kept trying to persuade him 
to kill his cows.

The location of his ranch, on 
the border between two towns 
— Namie and neighboring Mi-
namisoma — may have worked 
in his favor. Both towns have 
looked the other way and vir-
tually given up.

A prefabricated hut on a dri-
veway to the Ranch of Hope — 
which Yoshizawa renamed after 
the accident with the hope of 

establishing a nuclear-free so-
ciety — serves as a tiny office 
for what he calls his "nuclear 
rebellion." Skulls of cattle that 
died early in the crisis decorate 
the exterior. His cows keep him 
company, mooing and grazing.

Radiation levels at the ran-
ch measure about 10 times the 
safe benchmark. Yoshizawa has 
taken DNA tests twice and had 
his exposure level checked 20 
times. So far, no major heal-
th problems have been detec-
ted. Yoshizawa is not married 

and his relatives now live near 
Tokyo.

The cattle population at Yoshi-
zawa's ranch has grown back to 
330, as he took in homeless cows 
from the neighborhood and 
other farms. They live on con-
taminated feed donated from 
towns in the area, which he said 
is the most ecological way to get 
rid of radioactive waste.

Over the past year, some of the 
cattle have developed tiny whi-
te spots on their bodies, which 
Yoshizawa believes is linked to 

radiation from eating conta-
minated grass and feed. Scien-
tists he works with, however, 
say the livestock have a good 
appetite and that the spots cou-
ld be stress-related. The cattle 
undergo health checks once a 
month.

Tohoku University pathologist 
Manabu Fukumoto, who has 
been monitoring the cattle, said 
the animals' internal organs 
and reproductive functions 
showed no significant abnor-
mality linked to their radiation 
exposures, and that other stu-
dies, including the impact of ra-
diated feed, are underway. He 
urged further monitoring and 
dose evaluation, citing a spike 
in thyroid cancer cases in Cher-
nobyl few years after the 1986 
accident.

Within one year, the govern-
ment plans to open part of his 
town of Namie for residents to 
return.

The town predicts only one-
quarter of its current popula-
tion of 19,000 would come back, 
most of them senior citizens, 
as has been the case in other 
reopened towns. Families with 
children face a higher radiation 
risk, and surveys show about 
half of the remaining 100,000 
Fukushima evacuees have deci-
ded to resettle elsewhere.

Yoshizawa plans to stay at 
least another five years — or as 
long as his herd lives. AP

moves a cloud of uncertainty over what 
has been shaping as a closely contested 
four-way race to succeed President Be-
nigno Aquino III, whose six-year term 
ends June 30.

"She will now be the candidate to beat," 
political analyst Ramon Casiple said, ad-
ding that fence sitters and supporters 
who were concerned that Poe may be 
taken out of the race because of her legal 
troubles would now have a clear choice.

"She can now run away from the pack," 
Casiple said.

Pulse Asia, an independent polling 

body, placed Poe in the lead with 26 per-
cent in a survey conducted last month of 
1,800 respondents nationwide, followed 
by Vice President Jejomar Binay, who 
got 25 percent. Former Interior Secre-
tary Mar Roxas, whose candidacy has 
been endorsed by Aquino, and tough-
talking Mayor Rodrigo Duterte of sou-
thern Davao city each got 21 percent.

The survey had a margin of error of 
plus or minus 2 percent. Poe had a wider 
lead in a Pulse Asia poll in January.

Although a political neophyte, the 
47-year-old Poe carries a popular family 
name and has a heart-rending life story 
in a country where many are swayed 
more by personalities than policy posi-
tions.

The U.S.-educated Poe is the adopted 
daughter of one of the Philippines' most 
famous movie couples. Her late father, 
Fernando Poe Jr., was a movie action 
star who mostly played roles as a defen-
der of the poor and downtrodden in a 
country still plagued by widespread po-
verty and corruption.

But the Commission on Elections ruled 

in December that Poe was not a natural- 
born Filipino as required by the consti-
tution because she was abandoned as a 
baby by her unknown parents at a Ro-
man Catholic church.

Poe, who renounced her Philippine ci-
tizenship for about five years to live with 
her own family in America, also lacked 
the required 10-year Philippine residen-
cy ahead of the May 9 vote, the commis-
sion said. That prompted Poe to bring 
her case to the Supreme Court, which 
she asked to thrash her disqualification.

Appearing often in campaign sorties in 
a white shirt and blue denim pants that 
many Filipinos identify with her father, 
Poe has run on the same pro-poor pla-
tform that her father carried, pledging 
that under her presidency, "nobody will 
be left behind."

Aquino's successor will need to grapple 
with poverty, corruption and Marxist 
and Muslim insurgencies in the south 
— persistent problems facing a country 
that three decades ago toppled the dicta-
torship of Ferdinand Marcos through a 
"people power" movement. AP
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Elena Becatoros, Idomeni

NEARLY 70 
years after Abeer 
al Hosary's pa-
rents fled Pa-

lestine, she is reliving their 
fate, forced to leave home 
with nearly nothing and 
start again from scratch in a 
foreign land.

She grew up in the 
apartment upstairs from 
the bakery they built in 
Syria, part of the new life 
they created for themsel-
ves after they met in the 
Yarmouk refugee camp 
for Palestinians fleeing 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli war. 
She heard about Palestine 
from her parents but has 
never seen it, and she 
considers Syria her home-
land. More than anything, 
she yearns to return and 
to see her family whole 
again.

"Syria is the country that 
has fed us with its bles-
sings," said al Hosary, 
48, tears of homesickness 
and despair welling in her 
eyes. "I'm a Palestinian 
by name only, and by my 
roots. But the air, the sun, 
the breath — it's Syrian. 
[...] To me, Syria was pa-
radise on earth. We never 
expected this to happen."

Now she's one of an esti-
mated five million Syrians 
in a terrible exodus from 
a country torn apart by 
war. She and her husband 
and daughter are stuck 
with about 14,000 others 
at the Greece-Macedonia 
border, where sharp sto-
nes poke up through the 
thin bottom of a small 
tent donated by the Red 
Cross that is their tempo-
rary home.

Al Hosary's family is 
scattered across the con-
tinents. Her youngest son 
Emad is in Sweden — he 
made it there three years 
ago when he was just 17, 
after boarding a boat in 
Egypt bound for Italy 
and then making his way 
north. Smugglers paved 
the way, but the price — 
6,500 dollars in all — was 
too high for the family to 
afford sending more than 
one person.

Now all she, her hus-
band and daughter want 
is to be reunited with him.

RUSSIA and the West overcame differences 
to strike a landmark nuclear deal with Iran 

but are now divided on how well the U.N. atomic 
agency is reporting on whether Tehran is mee-
ting its commitments. Western nations want 
more details while Moscow opposes their push.

Because all six want to avoid conflicts that cou-
ld complicate Iranian compliance of a deal that 
was years in the making, their differences are 
mostly playing out behind the scenes.

Vladimir Voronkov, Moscow's chief delegate to 
the U.N.'s International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy, which is monitoring the deal, acknowledges 
there is a dispute that could affect the amount 
of information made public about Iran's nuclear 
program in the future.

"In our view it's an absolutely balanced docu-
ment," Voronkov said ahead of a discussion of 
the latest IAEA report on Iran by the agency's 
35-nation board yesterday. "But some of our 
colleagues would like to have more details."

The United States, Britain, France and Ger-
many negotiated the deal with Iran along with 
Russia and China, and all six countries will con-
tinue to have much deeper insight into whether 
Iran is upholding its side of the agreement than 
what the IAEA reports to other nations on its 
board.

But Voronkov told The Associated Press that 
diplomats from some of those Western coun-
tries believe the Feb. 26 IAEA report was too 
superficial to provide the broader view they 
feel is needed to show Iran that the world was 
watching.

China shares the Russian view. Iran complains 
that the report is too detailed, leaving IAEA chief 
Yukiya Amano caught in the middle.

He feels he has struck the right balance, consi-
dering Iran is no longer in violation of U.N. and 
agency demands to curb its nuclear program and 
opposes pressure from member countries.

His February report was much less detailed 
than pre-nuclear deal summaries of Iran's ato-
mic activities. It was restricted essentially to ti-
cking off the major obligations that Iran agreed 
to when the deal took hold Jan. 16 and stating 
that most were met or minor deviations quickly 
remedied.

Asked about the new IAEA approach, U.S. State 
Department spokesman John Kirby said yester-
day: "I'm not aware of reporting requirements 
that changed."

Under the deal, Iran agreed to restrict the 
number of centrifuges used to make enriched 
uranium, material that can power reactors or be 
used for the core of a nuclear weapon, depen-
ding on its level of enrichment. It also pledged to 
crimp work on advanced centrifuges and get rid 
of most of its enriched uranium stockpile.

Critics say that the report falls short on parti-
culars on these issues.

"The report does not list inventories of nuclear 
materials and equipment or the status of key si-
tes and facilities," says former IAEA Deputy Di-
rector General Olli Heinonen. "Without detailed 
reporting, the international community cannot 
be sure that Iran is upholding its commitments 
under the nuclear deal."

Amano pushed back afterwards, telling the AP 
his reporting on Iran will continue to be "factual, 
impartial and include the information which the 
agency considers necessary." AP

Russia, West 
differ on UN 
report on 
Iran’s nuclear 
program

MIGRANT CRISIS

Palestinian Syrian 
relives parents’ fate 
in becoming refugee

She sent him away right 
after her eldest son, who 
would now be 28, was 
arrested by the police in 
Syria while checking on 
the home they had fled 
in an area that came un-
der rebel control. They 
haven't heard from him 
since.

Emad was well-built and 
of military age, and al Ho-
sary was terrified he wou-
ld be next, or that soldiers 
would forcibly recruit him 
into the army.

She herself didn't want 
to leave Syria, a country 
she loves passionately. 
But after a while, staying 
just wasn't an option.

"My fear was for my 
husband and my daugh-
ter," al Hosary said. "For 
me, I can sit at home and 
wait for my death. But 
they have to go to work." 
And going to work meant 
risking their lives.

"The shelling, the 
shelling, the shelling. War, 
war, war. We just couldn't 
take it," al Hosary said.

On Feb. 20, she, her 
husband Ali Mohammed 
Aboud and their 22-year-
old daughter Israa Aboud 
packed up a few belongin-
gs and their large white 
and ginger tomcat and 
fled.

They tucked Taboush — 
which means fatty in 
Arabic — into a baby car-

rier and hid him under 
blankets for the terrifying 
escape from Syria.

"We smuggled him out," 
she says of the cat, who 
romps around inside the 
tent, leaping at the sha-
dows passers-by cast 
on the tent walls. "It's 
amazing, when we went 
through the roadblo-
cks, he was so quiet and 
wouldn't even poke his 
head out. It's as if the cat 
knew."

They made their way 
through Turkey and then 
onto a boat bound for the 
Greek island of Chios. 
From there they took a 
ferry to the mainland, and 
then headed north until 
they reached the Greek-
Macedonian border a 
week ago.

And here, in an increa-
singly fetid field of tents 
near the railway tracks 
near the village of Ido-
meni, they were forced to 
stop — along with up to 
14,000 others. The Ma-
cedonians were restric-
ting the flow of refugees 
through their border to 
barely a trickle, and on 
Monday, nobody crossed. 
After a European Union-
Turkey summit in Brus-
sels, it appeared increa-
singly likely their route 
forward would be blocked 
for good.

"At this rate, I don't 

Israa Abud al Hosary holds family cat Taboush in the baby pouch used to smuggle it across borders 
during their trip from Syria to Greece inside the tent in Idomeni, Greece, near the border with Macedonia

think we'll get through. 
We leave it up to God to 
decide," al Hosary said. 
Although the journey to 
get here was fraught with 
danger, sitting in a field 
day after day, with scant 
opportunity to wash and 
hope draining away by 
the hour, is no easier.

"These conditions are 
also very difficult," she 
said. "We're not used to 
this. [...] Today I'm so 
pessimistic. I've reached 
my limit."

The family has no home 
to go back to. The only 
future they can see is to 
move forward, and abo-
ve all to be reunited with 
Emad in Sweden.

But European leaders 
have balked at the im-
mensity of the problem 
they face: dealing with 
the seemingly endless 
flood of men, women and 
children desperate for 
safer, better lives in their 
countries. One by one, the 
border restrictions have 
grown along the western 
Balkan route.

"Going back is impossib-
le. Sitting here is impossi-
ble. Crossing is impossib-
le. Where is this Germany 
that told us to come?" al 
Hosary asked. "The Ara-
bs shut the doors in our 
faces, and the Europeans 
opened them. Where are 
they now?" AP
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what’s ON ...

Theater ‘February 29th’
Time: 8pm 
Date: March 9-13, 2016 
Venue: Old Court Building, 
Avenida da Praia Grande, Macao 
Admission: MOP150  
Language: Cantonese  
Ticketing: (853) 2855 5555 

The Triplets of Belleville – Cine-Concert
Time: 8pm
Venue: Macao Cultural Centre, 
Avenida Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE
Admission: MOP100, MOP150, MOP200, MOP250 
Enquiries: (853) 2870 0699 

Exhibition of Photography 
by Lam Kin Cheong – Mountain’s Soul
Time: 10am-7pm 
Until: March 13, 2016 
Admission: free 
Venue: The UNESCO Centre of Macau, 
Alameda Dr. Carlos d’Assumpção 
Enquiries: (853) 2872 7066

“Getting into Salon” 
– Exhibition of Photographic Works 
by Kong Iu Lam and his Students
Time: 9am-10pm (Institute for Tourism Studies, 
Colina de Mong-Ha); 12pm-10pm (Educational 
restaurant, Institute for Tourism Studies, Colina de 
Mong-Ha)
Until: April 30, 2016
Admission: free  
Enquiries: (853) 2856 1252

‘Wonderful Time’
– Cheong Sou Man Art Exhibition
Time: 10:30am-6:30pm 
(Closed on Mondays and public holidays) 
Until: May 29, 2015
Admission: Free  
Venue: 10, Calçada da Igreja de S.Lázaro, Macao 
Enquiries: (853) 2835 4582

One Century of Austrian Art 1860-1960
Time: 10am-7pm 
(Closed on Monday, no admission after 6:30 pm)
Until: April 3, 2016 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
Admission: Adult MOP5 
(Free admission on Sundays and public holidays) 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

The daughter of the Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin 
has requested political asylum at the United States 
Embassy in India. 

The American Mutual Radio network broke the news 
but the American State Department has so far refu-
sed to comment. 

Since her father’s death in 1953, little has been 
heard of 42-year-old Svetlana Alliluyeva - who pre-
fers to be known by her mother’s maiden name. 

She has been living in a flat in Moscow near the Bri-
tish Embassy working as a researcher and translator. 

Svetlana is the only daughter of Joseph Stalin by 
his second wife Nadezhda Alliluyeva who committed 
suicide in 1932 when Svetlana was nine years old. 

When she was just 18, Svetlana, married a Jewish 
fellow student at Moscow University against her fa-
ther’s wishes. 

She had a son by him but the marriage was dis-
solved and her ex-husband sent to his death in a 
Siberian labour camp. 

Her second husband was Yuri Zhdanov, the son of 
Andrei, a close ally of Stalin. 

This marriage was also dissolved. 
In 1964 she married Brajesh Singh, an Indian com-

munist. 
He died last November and Svetlana came to India 

on 20 December last year to bury his ashes. 
She is believed to be planning to go to Geneva, 

Switzerland, after the Indian authorities refused her 
permission to stay in the country for fear of marring 
relations with the Soviet Union. 

She leaves behind a grown-up son and daughter in 
Moscow. 

			                   Courtesy BBC News

1967  Stalin’s daughter 
          defects to the West

In context
Svetlana Alliluyeva was allowed to stay in Switzerland for 
three months. 
She went to the United States in April 1967. 
On arrival at New York, she held a press conference and as-
tonished the world by denouncing her father’s regime - much 
to the irritation of the Soviet leader of the time, Alexei Kosy-
gin, who said she was a “sick person”. 
Later that year, she published her memoirs, Twenty Letters to 
a Friend, and another autobiography in 1969 called Only One 
Year. 
Svetlana became a US citizen and changed her name to Lana 
Peters when she married American architect, William Peters 
in 1970. But they separated after their daughter, Olga, was 
born. 
She returned to the Soviet Union in 1984 and settled in Tbili-
si, Georgia - her father’s homeland. 
In 1986 she left the USSR for the second time to live in the US 
and then during the 1990s settled in England. 
Svetlana died on November 22, 2011, aged 85.

Offbeat

Norwegian police have 
bigger fish to fry so they’ve 
allowed a fellow officer to 
take home a goldfish that 
had been waiting for its ri-
ghtful owner in a jam jar at 
the local police station.

Bodo Police spokesman 
Tommy Bech says inves-
tigators “were very close 
to solving” the case of the 

lost goldfish, found abandoned Saturday in a shopping bag 
at a soccer stadium in the northwestern town.

Officers had felt it their duty to look after the fish until the 
owner was found, Bech said this week. He said the fish had 
been “well looked after.”

Bech said that Bodo police were now focusing on other 
issues and declined to give further details about the gol-
dfish.

Lost goldfish case in Norway 
closer to being solved 

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:30
18:00
18:50
19:20
19:30
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)				  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
RTPi Live				 
Trail of Lies (Repeated)				  
TDM Entreview (Repeated)				  
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)			
Soap Opera				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
Montra do Lilau				  
Criminal Minds Sr.9				 
Trail of Lies				  
TDM News				  
Champions League Highlights				 
Drama				  
Champions League: Zenit St Petersburg - Benfica (Live)

cinema
cineteatro
03 Mar - 09 Mar

GODS OF EGYPT_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
Director: Alex Proyas
Starring: Brenton Thwaites, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, 
Gerard Butler  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 127min

MERMAID_
room 1
7v.30 pm
Director: Stephen Chau
Starring: Deng Chao, Show Lo, Zhang Yu Qi 
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 92min

THE ROOM_
room 2
2.30, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Lenny Abrahamson
Starring: Brie Larson, Jacob Tremblay, Sean Bridgers 
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 118min

THE FINEST HOURS_
room 2
4.45 pm
room 3
7.30 pm
Director:  Craig Gillespie
Starring: Chris Pine, Casey Affleck, Ben Foster, 
Eric Bana
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 117min

LONDON HAS FALLING_
room 3
2.15, 4.00, 5.45, 9.45 pm
Director: Babak Najafi
Starring:  Gerard Butler, Aaron Eckhart, 
Morgan Freeman 
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 99min

macau tower
03 Mar - 23 Mar

GODS OF EGYPT_
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Alex Proyas
Starring: Brenton Thwaites, Nikolaj Coster-Waldau, 
Gerard Butler  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 127min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- For ___ Jolly Good Fellow; 5- Minute Maid Park player; 10- Enlivens, with 

“up”; 14- Airline to Israel; 15- Rest atop; 16- Mixture; 17- Property; 19- Dorothy’s dog; 20- 
Rub vigorously; 21- High-spirited horse; 23- Slugger’s stat; 25- “Who’s there?” response; 
26- Joint with a cap; 29- Fill completely; 31- Actress Woodard; 35- Loser to DDE; 36- Fast 
jets, for short; 37- Unlade; 38- Dance solo; 40- Eternal; 41- Caper; 42- Bhutan’s continent; 
43- ___-Foy, Quebec; 44- Start of a Shakespeare title; 45- Nair rival; 46- Pontiac muscle 
cars; 47- Prickly plant; 49- Biblical verb ending; 51- Vervain; 54- MetLife competitor; 58- 
That’s ___!; 59- Change from one state to another; 63- Cauterize; 64- Noted Civil War 
biography; 65- Student’s hurdle; 66- Not difficult; 67- Cream-filled cookies; 68- Minerals;

DOWN: 1- “His and ___”; 2- Util. bill; 3- German river; 4- Attract; 5- Pacino and Gore; 
6- Join a poker game; 7- Some like it hot; 8- Revolve; 9- Lulus; 10- Feature of many 
a sumo wrestler; 11- “The Time Machine” 
people; 12- Middle Eastern bread; 13- In 
a minute; 18- Outward flow; 22- Actress 
Plummer; 24- Point in question; 25- T.G.I.F. 
part; 26- Tenth letter of the Greek alphabet; 
27- Approaches; 28- Blue book filler; 30- 
City in GA; 32- Force upon; 33- Totaled, 
as a bill; 34- Perimeters; 36- Safe; 37- 
Join forces; 39- Snobbish conduct; 40- 
Employ; 42- ___ Lingus; 45- Closer; 46- 
Slum area inhabited by a minority group; 
48- Emcee’s job; 50- Mai ___; 51- Mantel 
piece; 52- Zeno of ___; 53- Narrow inlets; 
55- Wedding cake feature; 56- It runs in the 
cold; 57- Hill dwellers; 60- Beer; 61- Prefix 
with classical; 62- His, to Henri

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You should have listened to your 
mother and planned for a rainy day, 
it’s true. But even if you had, this is 
more like a typhoon. Kicking yourself 
is only adding to your pain. Give 
yourself an emotional break instead.

April 20-May 20
No matter how conservative you are 
with spending, your budget is still 
in trouble. It’s time for radical cost 
cutting measures. Think Edward 
Scissorhands if you need a reference, 
then let yourself go to town.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Circumstances may look dire, but 
conditions are actually ideal for 
some things. Giving is not off the 
table, for example. Just look at it in 
the radically changed light and you’ll 
see you still have plenty to offer.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your panic is drowning out your 
thoughts. Try to take a more 
intellectual approach to your own 
personal rescue plan instead of 
being so emotional. At this rate, 
money is just the half of it.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You may think you’re still clinging 
tightly to your money but, all jokes 
aside, it left the building long ago. 
Once you realize that all you’re 
holding onto is a security blanket, 
letting go will be that much easier.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Be open minded about the new 
life you find yourself living. It’s 
not by choice, but you can still 
choose to make the most of it or be 
miserable. Experiment a little. You 
may find much to be thankful for.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It feels like your synapses are just 
not connecting properly. That’s not 
the case, though. For now, put your 
need to understand aside and focus 
on having a simple, old fashioned 
kind of good day.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It’s not that harmony at home is 
upset, exactly. The discord is caused 
by a shift in the balance of power. 
You may be forced to agree to terms 
you would have objected to in fatter 
times. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You relate well to everyone you meet 
today. Since you’re in the business 
of impressing others, you might as 
well take your show straight to the 
bank. You can’t afford to waste a 
single opportunity.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Everyone is wary of new schemes. 
There’s just no convincing anyone 
that you have what they need. 
Changing your approach isn’t the 
issue. Don’t stop short of changing 
your product.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Maintaining the status quo is 
unrealistic. But change isn’t as bad 
as you’re making it out to be, either. 
Once all the inner chatter dies down, 
you’ll be able to focus on the present 
and plan for the future.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
People are in need of some inspiration. 
Double check your ambitions. As long 
as you’re not selling the Brooklyn 
Bridge, then share your visions. 
People with money in their wallets 
will be affected.

  Aquarius Pisces
 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

6
-4
6
-2
8
14
19
22
24
14
13
14
17
25
25
23

overcast/drizzle
sleet/drizzle
sleet/drizzle
clear/drizzle

clear

0
-2
0
-1
8

3
2
6
7
15

-1
-11
0
-9
6
0
14
17
9
3
7
8
8
18
19
19

clear/cloudy
cloudy

cloudy/clear
cloudy

overcast/drizzle
overcast/cloudy

drizzle
shower

clear
drizzle/heavy rain

drizzle/moderate rain
moderate rain

drizzle/moderate rain
clear/drizzle

cloudy
cloudy
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2006 Soccer World Cup organizing committee president Franz Beckenbauer

Nesha Starcevic, Frankfurt

FROM his days as the ba-
ckbone of the defense to 
his days roaming the side-
lines, Franz Beckenbauer 

has been synonymous with the 
best of German soccer.

“Der Kaiser” won the World Cup 
as a player and a coach, and then 
brought soccer’s marquee tour-
nament back to his homeland as 
leader of the 2006 bid committee.

It’s in that role, in which Be-
ckenbauer worked with FIFA 
and other corrupt world soccer 
officials, that the former Bayern 
Munich great’s image could be 
stained.

A recent inquiry into bribery alle-
gations surrounding Germany’s 
successful bid has raised more 
uncomfortable questions for the 
70-year-old Beckenbauer and his 
role in complex financial deals be-
fore the tournament.

Der Spiegel magazine published 
allegations in October that tourna-
ment organizers used a slush fund 
to buy four Asian votes to land the 
World Cup. To the relief of the soc-
cer establishment and ordinary 
Germans, the inquiry found no 
evidence of vote buying ahead of 
the tournament, although the pro-
be could not rule it out either.

At the same time, the report by 
the Freshfields law firm noted 
Beckenbauer’s involvement in 
dubious money transfers before 
the tournament was deeper than 
previously known, and includes 
speculation that it is linked to fun-
ding Sepp Blatter’s re-election as 
FIFA president in 2002. Now, the 
public is demanding answers from 
its best known soccer personality, 
who holds no official position.

Beckenbauer, who led the bid 
and then became the president of 
the organizing committee when 

 
We did not buy 
votes. It was 
about providing 
[financial] 
security.

FRANZ BECKENBAUER

WORLD CUP 2006

More questions are raised 
about Beckenbauer’s role

Germany won the hosting rights in 
2000, has denied any wrongdoing 
or vote-buying.

“We did not buy votes. It was 
about providing [financial] se-
curity,” said Beckenbauer, a for-
mer teammate of Pele when both 
played for the New York Cosmos. 
“In order to get a financial contri-
bution from FIFA. Otherwise, we 
would not have had a World Cup 
in Germany.”

Beckenbauer said he knew no-
thing about a joint bank account 
with his then manager Robert 
Schwan, from which a multi-
million dollar transfer went to 
the now disgraced Mohamed Bin 
Hammam, a former high-ranking 
FIFA official from Qatar. Schwan 
died in 2002.

“Robert took care of everything, 
from changing light bulbs to im-

portant contracts. I only learned 
on Wednesday [last week] that 
the money went to Qatar,” Be-
ckenbauer told the newspaper 
Bild. “Looking back, maybe I made 
mistakes. You are always smarter 
in hindsight. But the World Cup 
was not bought.”

Such nonchalance, on and 
off the field, had endeared Be-
ckenbauer to his countrymen. 
But the easy-going manner is 
getting old with the public, which 
wants explanations.

The national federation, which 
commissioned the Freshfields 
inquiry, has been reluctant so far 
to put more pressure on the man 
who is a symbol of German soccer. 
For decades, Beckenbauer was 
forgiven no matter how grave the 
faux pas, from adultery and illegi-
timate children to careless, loose-

mouth statements.
But the kid gloves are coming 

off. Kicker magazine has called 
him the “teller of fairytales.” Be-
ckenbauer’s explanation that the 
payment at the center of the affair 
was in return for a financial grant 
from FIFA “looks like an attempt 
to repeat the story as often as ne-
cessary until the public starts be-
lieving it.”

Freshfields also criticized his 
claim of ignorance.

“We can hardly believe that 
someone does not notice such 
transfers on his own account,” 
the firm said.

Beckenbauer’s name appears 
564 times in the 361-page Fresh-
fields report following a four-mon-
th inquiry, according to Kicker’s 
count.

At the heart of the affair is series 
of payments that appear to have 
landed Bin Hammam 10 million 
Swiss francs, roughly USD7.3 
million or 6.7 million euros.

According to Freshfields, six 
million Swiss francs went throu-
gh a Swiss law firm in 2002 from 
Beckenbauer to a Qatar company 
solely owned by Bin Hammam. 
Later that year, in September 
2002, former Adidas boss Robert 
Louis-Dreyfus paid Beckenbauer 
six million Swiss francs and Bin 
Hammam four million francs, 
both via the same Swiss law firm’s 
account.

Then, in April 2005, the Ger-
man soccer federation paid 6.7 
million euros to a FIFA account 
in Zurich, from where the mo-
ney went to Louis-Dreyfus. The 
payment was falsely declared as 
the federation’s contribution to 
a FIFA cultural gala that never 
took place. The Freshfields re-
port said the money was clearly 
intended as repayment to Louis-
Dreyfus, who is no longer alive.

Why the money went to Bin 
Hammam, who has denied recei-
ving it, remains a mystery. One 
theory is that it was used to finan-
ce Blatter’s re-election campaign. 
The now suspended Blatter decli-
ned to talk to Freshfields, which 
said the former FIFA president 
had been aware of the 2005 pay-
ment to Louis-Dreyfus.

The purpose of the payment may 
not become clearer until German 
and Swiss authorities conclude 
their separate investigations, along 
with FIFA. AP

THREE of Maria Sha-
rapova’s major spon-

sors are cutting ties with 
the Russian tennis star 
after she acknowledged 
failing a doping test at the 
Australian Open.

Sportswear giant Nike, 
Swiss watch brand Tag 
Heuer and German luxury 
car company Porsche mo-
ved quickly to distance 
themselves from the five-
time Grand Slam winner 
after she announced the 
positive test at a news 
conference in Los Angeles 
yesterday [Macau time].

“We are saddened and 
surprised by the news 
about Maria Sharapova,” 
Nike said in a statement. 
“We have decided to sus-
pend our relationship 
with Maria while the in-
vestigation continues. We 
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Three sponsors cut ties with 
Sharapova after positive drug test  

will continue to monitor 
the situation.”

TAG Heuer said its deal 
with Sharapova will not 
be renewed. The sponsor-
ship expired at the end of 
2015 and discussions had 
been taking place on how 
to extend it.

“In view of the current 
situation, the Swiss wat-
ch brand has suspended 
negotiations, and has 
decided not to renew the 
contract with Ms Shara-
pova,” TAG Heuer said in 
a statement.

Porsche said in a sta-
tement yesterday that it 
has “chosen to postpone 
planned activities” with 
Sharapova “until further 
details are released and 
we can analyze the situa-
tion.”

Sharapova said she fai-

led a doping test at the 
Australian Open in Ja-
nuary for the little-known 
drug meldonium, which 
became a banned subs-
tance under the World 
Anti-Doping Agency code 
this year. The former wor-
ld No. 1 took full respon-
sibility for her mistake 
and could face a lengthy 
ban from the Internatio-
nal Tennis Federation, 
possibly ending her sea-
son and preventing her 
from competing for Rus-
sia at the Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro.

“I know that with this, I 
face consequences,” Sha-
rapova said. “I don’t want 
to end my career this way, 
and I really hope I will be 
given another chance to 
play this game.”

The 28-year-old Shara-

pova said she has been 
taking meldonium, a blood 
flow-promoting drug, for 
10 years for numerous 
health issues. Meldonium 
was banned because it aids 
oxygen uptake and endu-
rance, and several athletes 
across international sports 
have already been caught 
using it.

Sharapova and all 
players were notified of 
the changes in the WADA 
banned substances list 
in December. Sharapova 
claimed she simply mis-
sed the change, neglec-
ting to click on the link.

“I take great responsibi-
lity and professionalism 
in my job, and I made a 
huge mistake,” Shara-
pova said. “I let my fans 
down. I let the sport down 
that I’ve been playing sin-

ce the age of 4, that I love 
so deeply.”

Sharapova is one of the 
top female players of her 
generation, with 35 ca-
reer singles titles and over 
USD36 million in career 
earnings. That earning 
potential is thought to be 
easily dwarfed by the ear-
nings she generates from 
her commercial appeal.

Sharapova is thought to 
be the world’s highest- 
paid female athlete due 
to endorsement deals and 
her extensive business 
ventures, including a hi-
gh-profile candy line, Su-

garpova. Forbes estima-
ted her earnings at $29.5 
million for 2015.

“She’s a one-woman 
marketing machine,” said 
Nigel Currie, an indepen-
dent British-based spon-
sorship consultant. “The-
re are lots of male stars in 
the world, but not many 
female stars.”

Currie said it’s “unbe-
lievable” how such a mis-
take could have happened 
since Sharapova has such 
a big support network, 
adding that it’s also “ama-
zing” how quickly spon-
sors react. AP

Maria Sharapova
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Swiss arrest 15 suspected members 
of Italian crime syndicate 

Swiss authorities have arrested 15 people 
sought by neighboring Italy as suspected 
members of the ‘ndrangheta organized crime 
syndicate.

The Federal Office of Justice said the Italian 
citizens were arrested yesterday in three Swiss 
regions, most of them in the northeastern can-
ton (state) of Thurgau. They are suspected of 
belonging to a cell in Frauenfeld, in Thurgau, 

of the Calabria-based ‘ndrangheta.
The suspects are being held pending possi-

ble extradition to Italy. Swiss authorities say 
their arrests were based on Italian extradition 
requests filed between February last year and 
January on charges of membership in a crimi-
nal organization. A court in Reggio Calabria 
already has imposed prison sentences on two 
of them.
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COMPUTERS even-
tually will defeat hu-

man players of Go, but the 
beauty of the ancient Chi-
nese game of strategy that 
has fascinated people for 
thousands of years will re-
main, the Go world cham-
pion said yesterday.

South Korean Lee Sedol, 
a Go master who has won 
18 international titles sin-
ce he became a professio-
nal player at age 12, said 
the risk of human error 
means he may not win his 
match this week against 
Google’s artificial intelli-
gence machine, AlphaGo.

“Because humans are hu-
man, they make mistakes,” 
the 33-year-old said a day 
before the first of the five 
games he is due to play 
against AlphaGo. “If the-
re are human mistakes, I 
could lose.”

It was Lee’s first ad-
mission of his weakness 
against Google’s AI machi-
ne and also a dialing down 
of his confidence from two 
weeks ago, when he had 
predicted a 5-0 result in 
his favor.

After watching Google’s 
presentation of how Al-
phaGo works, Lee said he 
thought a machine might 
be able to imitate human 
intuition, even though the 
intuition may not be as 
sharp as a person’s.

A loss for Lee would be a 
historic moment for the AI 
community.

Human errors are not his 
only vulnerability.

Lee said that in playing 
against a machine, the ab-
sence of visual cues that 
human players use to read 
the reactions and psycho-
logy of their opponents 
puts him in unfamiliar ter-
ritory.

“In a human versus hu-
man game, it is important 
to read the other person’s 
energy and force. But in 
this match, it is impossi-
ble to read such things. It 
could feel like I’m playing 
alone,” Lee said.

Because the number of 
possible Go board posi-
tions exceeds the number 
of atoms in the universe, 
top players rely heavily on 
their intuition, said Demis 
Hassabis who heads Goo-
gle’s DeepMind, the deve-
loper of AlphaGo.

This has made Go one of 
the most complex games 
ever devised and the ulti-
mate challenge for the AI 
experts, who had expected 
that it would take at least 
another decade for a com-
puter to beat a professio-
nal Go player.

That changed last year 
when AlphaGo defeated a 
European Go champion in 
a closed-door match later 
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The email pioneer
Ray Tomlinson, the man who created the sof-

tware to send the first email message between 
two computers in 1971 died on 5 March 2016 at 
the age of 74. He was also the person you can 
thank for defining email addresses as userna-
me@computer.domain - he decided that “@” 
would be a good separator in email addresses.

While some people are starting to argue that 
email is becoming obsolescent, there are still 2.5 
million emails sent every second all round the 
world. This is far more than the number of Google 
searches, for example.

He created email while working to develop AR-
PANET for America’s Advanced Research Pro-
jects Agency (DARPA) which was a forerunner 
to today’s global Internet. Creating email was 
not formally part of the project to develop ARPA-
NET and Tomlinson implemented it because he 
thought it was a “neat idea”. Interestingly, ICANN 
(Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and 
Numbers) the organization that now controls the 
way that the Internet operates globally is mee-
ting in Marrakech in March to agree on a reform 
that would turn it into a new kind of international 
organisation. If this goes ahead, a crucial global 
resource, the internet’s address system, will soon 
be managed by a body that is largely indepen-
dent of national governments.

I can remember getting my first Internet email 
account in the early 1980s while I was studying 
at Melbourne University, but it was not much use 
because it was largely an academic system at the 
time. I can also remember when email addres-
ses started to appear on business cards in Hong 
Kong in the mid 1990s, and email started to finally 
become generally useful. I even worked in a com-
pany in Hong Kong that helped local businesses 
set up their own Internet email systems. By 2000 
I had stopped mailing letters home to my parents 
because I had finally convinced my father to get 
an email account, and we have used email ever 
since. Nowadays some of my students complain 
that I do not have a WeChat account and I do not 
use facebook messaging, but I still prefer email.

For all its problems, email has truly revolutioni-
zed global communications. It is nowadays rare 
for businesses or individuals to “put pen to paper” 
and send a written document by mail, and the bu-
siness of mail services around the world is increa-
singly delivering packages, not letters. Telex has 
largely disappeared, and even the fax has mostly 
come and gone. Governments are also using let-
ters less and less to communicate with citizens - I 
get an SMS from the Macau government when I 
break a road rule and then check the nature of my 
infraction through a website. No letter in the mail.

So, one man’s “neat idea” included in a US mili-
tary project to create a packet switched communi-
cations network that could survive a nuclear war 
has evolved to become a huge global network 
used by billions of people every day. Who would 
have thought?

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield

published in the journal 
Nature.

Google’s DeepMind team 
created a system to narrow 
down a vast search space 
of near-infinite possible 
sequences of moves in the 
game. AlphaGo was first 
trained to mimic experts’ 
Go moves based on data 
from about 100,000 Go ga-
mes available online. Then 
it was programmed to play 
against itself and “learn” 
from its mistakes. The 
team also designed a sys-
tem that enabled AlphaGo 
to anticipate the long-term 
results of each move and 
predict the winner.

Using this approach, Al-
phaGo beat the European 
Go champion by searching 
through far fewer positions 
than those a traditional AI 
machine like DeepBlue, 
the famed IBM computer 
that defeated the world’s 
chess champion in 1997, 
would have to consider, 
Hassabis said.

AlphaGo also has other 
strengths as a machine.

“I think the advantage of 
AlphaGo is that it will ne-
ver get tired and it will not 
get intimidated either,” 
Hassabis said.

Lee said he hopes to hold 
onto his title, but also 
wants to remind audien-
ces that the game is not all 
about victory. AP

INDIA A 15-year-old girl 
was fighting for her life 
in a New Delhi hospital 
after being raped 
and set on fire on the 
rooftop terrace of her 
family’s home in a village 
outside the city, police 
said. The attack is just 
one of several recently 
reported cases of rapes 
of women or children 
in India - underlining 
the persistence of 
such violence despite 
stronger laws against 
sexual assault that were 
implemented.

THAILAND The gov’t 
has dropped a case 
against Hong Kong 
photojournalist Hok Chun 
Anthony Kwan who was 
arrested last year for 
possessing a bulletproof 
vest and a helmet, 
which are considered 
weapons in Thailand, 
two court officials said 
yesterday. The Foreign 
Correspondent of 
Thailand welcomed the 
decision, stating “[those]
who need to work in 
dangerous areas, [must] 
be able to use appropriate 
protective equipment 
legally in Thailand.”

AFGHANISTAN Six 
months after fleeing a 
Taliban assault on her 
city, Zarghona Hassan, 
the owner of an Afghan 
radio station devoted to 
women’s rights is back 
home and returning to the 
airwaves. 

AUSTRALIA’s prime 
minister leaves open the 
possibility of a national 
election as early July as a 
new opinion poll suggested 
his leadership honeymoon 
with voters has ended. 
Malcolm Turnbull has until 
May 11 to announce a rare 
early election on July 2, 
July 9 or July 16.

UK Bank of England 
Governor Mark Carney 
says the bank won’t make 
a recommendation on 
whether Britain should 
remain in the European 
Union. In testy exchanges 
before a House of 
Commons committee, 
Carney stressed that 
the bank would remain 
focused on safeguarding 
financial and monetary 
stability and that it 
wouldn’t be drawn into 
taking a stand on EU 
membership.

GO MASTER

AI will one day prevail 
but beauty of Go remains

An undated photo provided by Raytheon BBN 
Technologies shows Raymond Tomlinson
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South Korean professional Go player Lee Sedol speaks during a press conference ahead of the Google 
DeepMind Challenge Match in Seoul
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