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 P14 CANADA

consultation on 
election law kicks off
The government on Saturday 
launched a 30-day public 
consultation on revisions to the 
Legislative Assembly Election Law

 P5 P3

wildfire 
expected 
to burn 
for 
months 

CHINA’s navy is 
searching for 17 sailors 
after their fishing boat 
collided with another 
vessel. Three navy 
ships operating in the 
East China Sea off 
the coast of Zhejiang 
province were diverted 
to join the search and 
another five vessels 
dispatched because 
of poor visibility in the 
area.

MALAYSIA Scandal-
ridden Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak secured a 
major victory for his 
ruling coalition in 
elections Saturday in 
the country’s biggest 
state, boosting 
his rule despite 
corruption allegations.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

 P7

Groups oppose RMB100m 
donation to Jinan Uni 

mobiles excluded 
from vip tables
As of today, VIP operations will now 
only accept bets from gamblers 
who are physically present on the 
premises

Kim says North Korea won’t 
be first to use nuclear weapons  P13
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MACAU 澳聞

THE exhibition “ChinAwa-
re” by Portuguese artist 

Bruno Carvalho was launched 
last week at Casa Garden, and 
features ceramics representing 
traditional Chinese themes.

Funded by the Orient Foun-
dation, the project was inspired 
by the possibility of a reflecti-

THE Macau Institution of 
People’s Alliance held a 

ceremony last week to cele-
brate its eighth anniversary.

Lionel Leong, Secretary 
for Economy and Finance, 
and  Raimundo  do Rosá-
rio, Secretary for Transport 
and Public Works, together 
with other governmental 
officials and lawmakers, of-
fered their congratulations 
to the group for its anniver-
sary.

Si  Ka  Lon,  lawmaker and 
chairman of the association, 
pointed out during the cere-
mony that the “government 
should do a good job with 
the Taipa section of the Li-
ght Rail Transit (LRT) and 
should also solve the pro-
blems with the Urban Re-
newal Council (CRU).” 

The LRT was originally 
slated to commence opera-
tions this year, but due to 
the delayed construction, it 
is likely to be operational by 

A 41-year-old Portuguese man 
has been arrested following 

charges of alleged child abuse. 
The man has been accused of se-
xually abusing his young children, 
a nine-year-old boy and a seven- 
year-old girl.

The man was detained last week af-
ter the mother of the victims repor-
ted the alleged abuse to the police. 
A judge ordered his pre-trial deten-
tion.

According to reports, the suspect 
initiated the abuse as early as 2011, 
also the year in which he divorced 
his wife. After spending time alone 
with the father, the children exhibi-
ted signs of distress to their mother. 
She then referred the victims to a 
psychologist who raised the possibi-
lity of the abuse.

The Education and Youth Affairs 
Bureau has reacted to the case ex-
pressing “shock” and condemnation. 
The bureau added that it “will pro-
vide all necessary assistance to the 
children and the family.”

CRIME

Man accused of 
sexually abusing 
own children

Institution of People’s Alliance 
celebrates eighth anniversary 

Si Ka Lon

2019. The newly established 
CRU has 27 members and 21 
of them must be members 
of the public. However, the 
more than half of the 21 are 
from the commercial sec-
tor. Local people fear that 
an over-representation of 

commercial interests could 
transform the CRU into a 
champion of developers’ 
causes. 

Regarding the city’s five- 
year plan, Lon urged the 
government to establish “a 
strong and powerful system 

of leadership and coope-
ration” in order to achieve 
the goals set out in the plan. 
“Cross-department coopera-
tion must see major break-
throughs,” declared Si. 

Chan  Tek  Seng, president 
of the association, also deli-
vered a speech at the event. 
He noted that the group has 
more than 20,000 mem-
bers, and that its cumulative 
number of services exceeds 
one million.  “The associa-
tion will insist on loving the 
country, on loving Macau, 
and on supporting the go-
vernment’s policies,” revea-
led Chan.

Established in 2008, the 
organization has a large 
number of members. It  
also owns two medical cen-
ters, and runs more than 
60  house-owner  commit-
tees and seven special com-
mittees, which provide ser-
vices such as medical care 
and youth support.

 
I’m actually 
surprised by 
the openness 
of the Chinese 
people.

BRUNO CARVALHO

ART 

‘ChinAware’ porcelain 
design exhibition opens

ve awareness of contemporary 
China, and the materialization 
of its social and cultural impli-
cations through traditional Chi-
nese porcelain.

Carvalho designed and de-
veloped the project in Jingde-
zhen, the capital of Chinese 
imperial porcelain, stressing to 

the Times that he had no use for 
his translator during his two-
month stay in the city.

“The idea is to try to leave ano-
ther territory and another cul-
ture,” he said. “I’m actually sur-
prised by the openness of the 
Chinese people, the way they 
work, they way they find solu-

tions was a surprise.”
The artist admitted that he 

encountered difficulties due to 
the limited time he was given, 
language barriers and having to 
work without a studio workspa-
ce, however he suggested that in-

teracting with the Chinese com-
munity and culture was the most 
interesting challenge for him.

“I become much more interes-
ted,” he said. “I never thought 
I’d come to China so this was an 
opportunity. It’s a huge story and 
culture […] this is my way to give 
feedback from my experience.”

The ChinAware exhibition 
consists of four projects com-
prising a total of 20 porcelain 
objects, created in 34 existing 
forms that were produced and 
marketed in small factories in 
Jingdezhen. The exhibition is 
also complemented by photo-
graphs and socio-cultural fra-
ming videos, which were the 
source of the creative process.

Bruno Carvalho Aspect of the exhibition 
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Daniel Beitler

THE Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination 
Bureau (DICJ) has an-
nounced a ban on pro-

xy voting at VIP tables through 
mobile phones. The regulator 
told GGRAsia that as of today 
VIP operations will only accept 
bets from gamblers who are 
physically present on the pre-
mises.

The move is being seen as a 
new blow to a VIP sector that 
has been besieged in recent 
years by Beijing’s anti-corrup-
tion policy, which has resulted 
in large numbers of Mainland 
VIP gamers avoiding travel to 
the MSAR.

The announcement was fo-
reshadowed by hints of the po-
licy change on Thursday from 
Wynn Macau Chairman, Steve 
Wynn, and Chief Executive of 
MGM China, Grant Bowie.

In separate conference calls 
on Thursday, the two gaming 
executives told analysts that 
the move was likely to be on the 
way.

During a call with MGM in-
vestors, Grant Bowie said, “On 
proxy betting, I think it seems 
[that there] is going to be a go-
vernment announcement in the 
next few days to clarify the si-
tuation.”

“Whatever happens in the no-
tion of proxy, it will probably 
be yet another continuation of 
pressure for the junkets them-
selves, but it probably is not 
going to be that significant for 
any of the [casino] operators, 
certainly, not that significant 
for us,” the gaming executive 
added. 

Wynn representatives agreed 
that the exposure of the new ar-
rangement would have an “in-
significant” effect on the com-
pany.

The ban comes at a time when 
casino operators in Macau are 
increasingly moving away from 
their dependence on the VIP 
gaming segment, and looking 
toward mass gaming and non-
gaming divisions to make up 
the shortfall. 

VIP gaming accounted for as 
little as 54.1 percent of overall 

WYNN Resorts Ltd 
last week released 

their financial results 
for the first quarter of 
2016, ending March 31, 
showing a significant 
year-on-year decline in 
Macau operations, which 
was slightly offset by an 
increase in revenue from 
Las Vegas operations.

According to a state-
ment from the company, 
net revenues for the first 
quarter of 2016 were 
USD997.7 million, down 

 The mid-
term review 
of the gaming 
industry 
is close to 
completion and 
is likely to be 
disclosed to 
this week 

GAMING

Proxy betting banned as mobiles 
excluded from VIP tables

profits during the first quarter 
of 2016, down by 19.3 percent 
year-on-year in terms of ga-
ming revenue. This, however, 
marked significant improve-
ment over the 42 percent fall 
between the first quarter of 
2014 and the first quarter of 
2015.

Sterne Agee analyst David 
Bain echoed the sentiments 
of the two gaming executives, 
agreeing that the effect of the 
new policy would be minimal, 

since phone betting only ac-
counts for between five and 
ten percent of VIP revenue. 
The impact on casinos “should 
be fairly minor given thin VIP 
margins,” he said.

According to gaming lawyers 
in Macau, proxy betting can 
create complications with the 
“know your customer” proto-
col, which is encouraged under 
international best practices for 
tackling the threat of money 
laundering.

Separately, the Secretary for 
Economy and Finance, Lio-
nel Leong, has reported that 
the mid-term review of the ci-
ty’s gaming industry is close 
to completion and is likely to 
be disclosed to the public this 
week, according to a statement 
from the Government Informa-
tion Bureau.

The review will outline the 
achievements of the city’s six 
gaming concessionaires, their 
involvement in the communi-

ty and the extent of their non-
gaming offerings. It will also 
examine the welfare of em-
ployees and what opportuni-
ties have been offered to them 
regarding vertical or horizon-
tal mobility. 

In comments to the media, 
the secretary stressed that the 
government would continue 
to allow growth in the num-

ber of new-to-market gaming 
tables of no more than three 
percent annually, up until the 
beginning of 2023. This will be 
the guiding principle for the go-
vernment’s assessments of new 
applications for gaming tables, 
he explained.

Wynn reports Q1 revenue decline 
from USD1.09 billion in 
the first quarter of 2015. 
The decline was led by a 
13.8 percent (pct) decrea-
se from the Macau side 
of the business, partially 
offset by a 0.7 pct increa-
se from Las Vegas opera-
tions.

Adjusted Property EBI-
TDA was USD300.3 
million for the first quar-
ter of 2016, a 7 pct de-
crease from USD323 
million in the first quarter 
of 2015.

The net revenue for Ma-
cau operations was down 
to USD608.2 million in 
the first quarter, a decrea-
se from USD705.4 million 
a year earlier. Adjusted 
Property EBIDTA in the 
first quarter amounted to 
USD191.2 million, down 
9.9 pct from USD212.3 
million in the same pe-
riod in 2015.

Table games turno-
ver in the VIP seg-
ment for Macau totaled 
USD13.47 billion for the 

first quarter of 2016, a 
21.4 pct decrease from 
USD17.13 billion a year 
earlier. 

Meanwhile, the average 
number of VIP tables de-
creased to 189 units in the 
first quarter of 2016, from 
252 units in the first quar-
ter of 2015.

In terms of the mass- 
market segment, income 
from gaming tables mea-
sured USD1.21 billion in 
the first quarter, down 
5.6pct from the equiva-

lent period in 2014. Ta-
ble games winnings in 
the mass market decrea-
sed 11.5 pct to USD247.5 
million. As a percentage 

the mass market tables 
games winnings were at 
20.5pct, below the 21.8 
pct experienced in the 
first quarter of 2015. DB
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‘bets at the table’ 
A REPRESENTATIVE of 
Sands China’s public relations 
team told the Times: “Sands 
China Ltd. has noticed recent 
news about the possibility of 
new policies against proxy bet-
ting. Sands China prohibits the 
use of electronic devices at gam-
ing tables and only accepts bets 
from patrons at the table.”
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Exclusive bus lane trial 
went smoothly 

The exclusive 
bus lane, 
running from 
Barra to Doca 
Lam Mau, 
commenced 
operations on 
a trial basis 
on Saturday. 

Authorities felt that test ran smoothly in spite 
of the approximately 250 unauthorized vehicles 
that drove on bus lane by mistake, according to 
a report by Macao Daily News. The police did 
not issue tickets to the drivers, only warnings. 
The Transport Bureau reminded the public that 
cameras have been placed along the bus  lane, and 
that unauthorized driving through it can result in 
a fine of MOP600.  

Secondary checkpoint 
system planned
Security forces in Macau have announced that 
they want to install an independent computer 
system to reduce the reliance on a single system 
for immigration clearance. They say that an 
additional system would lessen the impact of a 
system malfunction. Last month, the passenger 
clearance system at Macau’s immigration border 
checkpoints crashed and was not operational for 
around two hours, leading to significant delays 
for travellers. According to a statement from the 
Government Information Bureau last week, a 
backup system has been designed for immigration 
services and was tested at the beginning of the 
year. It was not in operation at the time of the 
crash, though the statement did not clarify why 
this was the case.

RAINBOW of Macau, 
Macau’s first pro-LGBT 

and sexual minority advoca-
cy group, criticized the local 
government for allegedly 
failing to include same-sex 
relationships in the scope 
of domestic violence legisla-
tion due to the “controversy” 
of same sex partners being 
considered as “family mem-
bers.”

Speaking as Rainbow of 
Macau’s spokesperson in a 
press conference yesterday, 
Jason Chao expressed his 
worry that as the govern-
ment is planning to “openly 
justify” discrimination, it 
may send a “harmful” mes-
sage to the local community 
that discrimination on the 
grounds of sexual orienta-
tion is acceptable.

The concerned group clai-
med that the United Nations 
Committee Against Torture 
issued its concluding obser-
vations in December 2015, 
which stated that the SAR 
government should protect 
victims of domestic violence 
without discrimination. 

“It is the Macau govern-
ment’s obligation under in-

Jason Chao (center)

Association says same-sex couples 
excluded from domestic violence bill

ternational law to accord 
equal protection to persons 
in same-sex relationships 
against domestic violence,” 
the association noted.

Meanwhile, local authori-
ties have claimed that the 
Social Welfare Institute 
would also provide domestic 
violence-related services to 
people involved in same-sex 
relationships regardless of 
their specific inclusion in the 
law.

“We highly question this 
kind of response. […] If the 
domestic violence bill ex-
cludes same-sex couples, we 
don’t think that such victims 

who are in same-sex roman-
tic relationships can be ef-
fectively protected,” stressed 
Chao.

The group also implied that 
it should be much easier for 
the bill to include persons 
in same-sex relationships, 
as the latest version of the 
bill specifies that the rela-
tionship between predator 
and victim be defined as “re-
latives and its equivalents.” 

Hence, the scope is no longer 
narrowly defined as “family 
members” as in the previous 
version of bill.

“An intimate relationship 
does not depend on mar-
riage registration nor does 
it necessarily develop into 
marriage,” argued the 
spokesperson for the group. 
“The deprivation of same-
sex partners of the same pro-
tection is hardly justifiable.”

Chao said that the group 
would continue to engage 
with the international trea-
ty bodies and as well as to 
apply pressure on the gover-
nment, especially before the 
final reading of the bill on 
May 20.

“Rainbow of Macau regre-
ts that the Macau govern-
ment is knowingly enacting 
a discriminatory law that is 
against the superiority of in-
ternational law,” Chao said. 

Chao told the Times that 
the SAR government is pro-
bably “too conservative” and 
may fear that the inclusion 
of same-sex couples in the 
bill would imply an intention 
by the SAR to legalize same 
sex marriage. Staff reporter 

 
An intimate 
relationship 
does not 
depend on 
marriage 
registration 
nor does it 
necessarily 
develop into 
marriage.

JASON CHAO
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THE Legislative Assembly 
(AL) has rejected a gover-

nment proposal for the extra-
dition of wanted fugitives be-
tween Macau, Hong Kong and 
mainland China, after the Se-
cretary for Administration and 
Justice hinted earlier this year 
that the multilateral deal was 
near completion.

The unprecedented decision 
was explained by the AL as 
being the reaction by the body 
to technical problems in the 
draft legislation.

AL president Ho Iat Seng told 
Radio Macau that the proposal 
“has technical problems” and 
has therefore been sent back to 
the government for review. He 
added that the two branches of 
government “are engaging in 
dialogue” to try to overcome the 

AL rejects extradition 
treaty in surprise move

According to Ho Iat Seng, the 
proposal “has technical problems”

issues, but would not disclose 
the areas in which the technical 
problems were identified.

Earlier this year the Secretary 
for Administration and Justice, 
Sonia Chan, said that she ex-
pected the draft law to be pas-
sed soon, though she noted that 
there was no fixed timeline for 
the legislation and that difficul-
ties persisted due to differences 
between the three territories’ 
legal systems.

The extradition treaty has 
sparked controversy due to the 
legislation’s proposed retroac-
tive effect, which would allow 
individuals who were already 
convicted before the passing 
of the law to be surrendered as 
long as the rulings against them 
remain valid.

In addition, the proposal 
backed by the Chief Executi-
ve, Chui Sai On, in December 
allows for the extradition of 
people wanted by China for cri-
mes against national security, 
even though there is no equiva-
lent crime in Macau.

Groups critical of the govern-
ment have raised their concerns 
that this may violate internatio-
nal extradition principles and 
that it could potentially invali-
date Basic Law guarantees. DB

THE government on Saturday 
launched a 30-day public con-

sultation on revisions to the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) Election 
Law. The consultation period will 
last until the end of June 5.

The Secretary for Administra-
tion and Justice, Sónia Chan, said 
on Friday during a press confe-
rence that the revisions are ai-
ming to ensure “the maintenance 
of a just, fair and open environ-
ment for elections to that body.”

The revision proposes, among 
other aspects, the introduction of 
a scheme to monitor campaign 

Consultation on AL 
Election Law kicks off

expenses and the introduction 
of a ban on elected members of 
the Legislative Assembly holding 
any political position in a foreign 
country. The latter proposal is 
being seen as a way to prevent ca-
ses such as that of Pereira Couti-
nho, who was a candidate in latest 
legislative elections in Portugal 
while also being a lawmaker in 
Macau. 

The revision also covers enhan-
ced management of electoral af-
fairs, including the appointment 
of the members of the relevant 
Electoral Affairs Commission, 

well in advance of each election; 
the appointment of a body to 
handle minor cases of rule infrin-
gement; and the imposition of 
regulations regarding campaign 
advertising in newspapers and on 
websites.

According to Sonia Chan, the 
suggested revisions “were based 
on the government’s observation 
of the fifth Legislative Assembly 
Election; the findings of a report 
on the election; and suggestions 
from the Commission Against 
Corruption and the Public Prose-
cutions Office.”
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Daniel Beitler

THE New Macau Asso-
ciation (ANM) is calling 
for the resignation of 
Chui Sai On amid claims 

of the Chief Executive’s “poor in-
tegrity and alleged involvement 
in corruption,” after news broke 
of the Jinan University donation 
controversy.

Last week the Macau Founda-
tion announced that it was do-
nating RMB100 million to Jinan 
University to coincide with the 
institution’s 110th anniversary.

Controversy ensued following 
the implication that Chui’s dou-
ble role as the president of the 
Council of Trustees of the Macau 
Foundation and his time serving 
as Vice Chairman of Jinan Uni-
versity Council would, as ANM 
put it, make him “undoubtedly 
involved in [a] conflict of inte-
rest.”

ANM is now calling for the 
resignation of Chui over the 
RMB100 million donation and 
ensuing claim that the agree-
ment could be considered a case 
of corruption.

They are also demanding that 
the donation be withdrawn and 
that the enactment of a law to re-
gulate the use of public funds be 
made to prevent future instances 
of alleged corruption.

“It is widely speculated that 
Chui agreed to the funneling of 
Macau public money to Jinan 

 ANM is 
calling for the 
resignation of 
Chui over the 
RMB100m 
donation

Jinan University 

Donation to Jinan 
University stirs controversy

University in the name of ‘dona-
tion’,” reads an ANM statement. 
“We find these tricks that abuse 
the public resources of Macau in-
tolerable.”

A petition has been submitted 
to the government calling for 
their response to the three de-
mands within 48 hours. Accor-
ding to New Macau, as of last 
night the petition had gathered 
over 2,000 signatures. 

The association has given the 

government until the end of to-
day to respond.

In the absence of a response 
from the government, ANM is 
ominously threatening to “consi-
der taking further actions to sa-
feguard the proper use of public 
money and to demand Chui step 
down.”

The Government Spokesperson 
Office issued a statement over 
the weekend justifying the do-
nation. They explained that the 
MSAR maintains strong links 
with the mainland and wants to 
give back to the “motherland” 
through contributions to its edu-
cational development. The office 
says that such donations are an 
obligation of Macau.

The statement assured the pu-
blic that financing these new fa-
cilities at Jinan University would 
in no way affect the finances avai-
lable to local tertiary institutions. 

However, ANM President Scott 
Chiang said in a TDM telepho-
ne interview that the “donation 
lacked transparency in [light] of 
all the cut-backs [to the] local 
budget and other support to local 

universities.”
The Spokesperson Office also 

claimed that the financing may 
indirectly benefit Macau since 
“there are many locals that were 
educated at Jinan University.” As 
many as 30 percent of overseas 
students receiving scholarships 
from Jinan University are locals 
from Macau, it added.

According to the Macau Foun-
dation, approximately 300 Ma-
cau students are admitted to Ji-
nan University each year.

“Supporting the development 
of Jinan University is in fact a 
long-term investment in the 
training of talented local people, 
so it will eventually benefit Ma-

cau,” another statement from 
the Macau Foundation reads, 
echoing the words of the Gover-
nment Spokesperson Office.

The Macau Foundation further 
stressed that Jinan University 
had not been the only institution 
to benefit from public funding 
from Macau. Others, such as 
Peking University, Qinghua Uni-
versity, and Renmin University, 
have also received funding in re-
cent years. 

This most recent donation, 
however, represents the single 
largest donation to the univer-
sity since 1978 when the school 
reopened, according to a report 
by Macao Daily News.

A proportion of the funds will 
be dedicated to the construction 
of two dormitories for students 
from Macau and Hong Kong.

The Government Spokesper-
son Office concluded its sta-
tement with an appeal for the 
“rational treatment of the issue 
in order for us to show com-
mitment to the development of 
education in mainland [China] 
and in Macau.”
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corporate bits

Sands China Ltd. marked 
Earth Day this year with its 
“Clean the Office” campaign 
for the second year running, 
recycling more than 1,000 kilo-

sands china ltd recycles over 1,000 kg 
of waste for earth day

grams of waste.
From April 20 to 26, team 

members from more than 40 
different departments partici-
pated in the campaign, sending 

various types of waste to be 
recycled.

Volunteers brought in items 
such as batteries, electro-
nic devices, light bulbs and 
printer cartridges, along with 
various papers, plastics and 
metals. 

In support of Earth Day, the 
company’s week-long cam-
paign was aimed at recycling 
and reducing waste, one of the 
projects of Sands ECO360°, 
the global sustainability strate-
gy of its parent company, Las 
Vegas Sands Corp.

Measures by Sands 
ECO360° saved 90 million 
gallons of water in 2015. Mo-
reover, the firm said that five 
hotels on Sands China proper-
ties are recipients of the Ma-
cau SAR government’s Macau 
Green Hotel Award, all in the 
highest category of Gold.

Wynn Palace hosted a “Pre- 
opening Team Appreciation 
Day” yesterday, aiming to show 
the company’s gratitude to their 
team of over 3,000 members, 
including those who are waiting 

wynn holds ‘pre-opening team 
appreciation day’

to commence duties, for the su-
pport they have provided. 

According to a statement by 
the gaming operator, Wynn 
has also joined efforts with the 
Richmond Fellowship of Ma-

cau, an association that has 
been undertaking pioneer work 
among the mentally challenged 
community in Macau. 

To continue Wynn’s commit-
ment to hiring locals as a prio-
rity, a referral program followed 
by on-the-spot interviews was 
a central element of the event. 

The company stated that 
every team member was gi-
ven the opportunity to present 
local candidates for the more 
than 50 position categories 
on offer in departments such 
as Food and Beverage, Faci-
lities, Hotel Operations, and 
Security, among others.

Candidates who successfully 
passed the interviews were 
offered positions immediate-
ly, while team members who 
referred the successful candi-
dates will be rewarded with a 
bonus. 

Kana Nishizawa

HONG Kong’s emba-
ttled retailers are fi-
nally getting a break. 
After mainland tou-

rist arrivals plunged last year 
as policy makers devalued the 
yuan, foreign-exchange moves 
may now encourage shoppers 
back to the city by making al-
ternatives such as Japan and 
Malaysia more expensive. Chi-
na’s central bank has  this year 
kept the yuan closely linked to 
the U.S. currency, and therefo-
re the greenback-pegged Hong 
Kong dollar, while allowing it 
to drop 11.1 percent against the 
yen and 6.7 percent versus the 
ringgit.

“It will help perhaps put a 
floor in terms of retail sales,” 
said Sandy Mehta, chief execu-
tive officer of Hong Kong-based 
advisory firm Value Investment 
Principals Ltd. The U.S. dollar’s 
slump this year will bring some 
respite to retailers, “but fur-
ther weakness will be needed 
to have more of an impact and 
turn the tide.”

The glimmer of hope comes 
amid a particularly gloomy pe-
riod for the city’s shops as a 
slowdown in the Chinese eco-
nomy, President Xi Jinping’s 
crackdown on corruption and 
increasing competition from 
Macau take a toll on tourist 
spending. Hong Kong retail 
sales tumbled 12.5 percent in 
the first quarter as visitor arri-
vals fell, the government said 
on Thursday, extending 2015’s 
slump that’s prompted a wave 
of luxury store closures.

There are some signs of im-
provement for retailers. Visi-
tors from China for the first day 
of what is locally known as the 
“Golden Week” May Day ho-
liday jumped 14 percent from 
a year earlier to more than 
200,000 people, the South Chi-
na Morning Post reported, ci-
ting Immigration Department 
figures.

Sa Sa International Holdings 
Ltd., Hong Kong’s biggest per-
sonal-care retailer, on Thurs-

China’s yuan policy a rare 
bright spot for Hong Kong retail
 

The currency 
by itself may 
not lead to a 
recovery. But it 
will surely help 
things bottom 
out.

SANDY MEHTA

day said its same store sales in 
Hong Kong and Macau grew 1 
percent on year during the ho-
liday. The company’s shares 
jumped 4.6 percent after the re-

port, paring their slide this year 
to 5.3 percent.

Hong Kong’s benchmark 
Hang Seng Index fell 1.7 per-
cent on Friday, while Sa Sa dro-
pped 0.8 percent.

China’s currency has been 
moving in virtual lockstep 
with the weakening dollar 
versus major peers this year, 
providing policy makers with 
a veneer of stability and ex-
porters with a boost to ear-
nings. The yuan has fallen 0.1 
percent against the greenback 
in 2016, and strengthened 0.1 
percent versus Hong Kong’s 
dollar. In comparison, an in-
dex that measures the Chi-
nese currency’s performance 
against the exchange rates of 
13 trading partners has dro-

pped 4.5 percent to the lowest 
since 2014.

“It does help to provide a litt-
le bit of relief from an exchan-
ge perspective,” said Tai Hui, 
Hong Kong-based chief Asia 
market strategist at JPMorgan 
Asset Management. “However, 
the performance issue with 
Hong Kong’s tourism industry 
is not only the currency issue. 
But it’s also the fact that Chi-
nese tourists, which are often 
the bulk of Hong Kong tourists, 
have more choices.”

Chinese visitors flocked to Ja-
pan in recent years as the decli-
ning yen made it cheaper to buy 
everything from rice cookers to 
toilet seats. Tourists from China 
made up 5 million of the record 
19.7 million people who went to 

the country in 2015, according 
to the Japan National Tourism 
Organization.

Relaxed visa rules, frequent 
flights and short journey times 
favor Japan, South Korea and 
Thailand for Chinese travelers, 
who make up about 10 percent 
of global tourism, according to 
Bloomberg Intelligence. Aus-
tralia and Russia have also gai-
ned in popularity.  The Hong 
Kong Tourism Board estima-
tes that the number of tourists 
from the mainland will drop 3.2 
percent for the year and their 
average spending will shrink 4 
percent.

“The currency by itself may 
not lead to a recovery,” said 
Mehta. “But it will surely help 
things bottom out.” Bloomberg
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THE group of 14 countries 
and organizations provi-

ding direct support to the Mo-
zambique Budget has decided 
to suspend aid to the country 
following the disclosure of 
debts omitted from the public 
accounts, said Wednesday  in 
Maputo the President of the 
Republic of Portugal.

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
said that the suspension was 
decided “for the purpose of 
clarification,” and was not 
definitive, adding that talks 
on the subject had already 
begun.

The Portuguese President 
was speaking at a joint press 
conference with Mozambican 
President Filipe Nyusi after 
a meeting between the two 
heads of state at the presiden-
tial palace of Mozambique in 
Maputo.

Rebelo de Sousa reiterated 
that the decision by donor 
countries and agencies was 
related to clarifying the real 

china donates usd16m

CHINA HAS donated USD16 
million to Mozambique under 
an economic and technical 
cooperation agreement signed 
Wednesday in Maputo by repre-
sentatives of the two countries, 
Mozambican daily newspaper 
Notícias reported. The deputy 

minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Cooperation, Nyeleti Mondlane, 
said the signed document “is the 
Chinese government’s contribu-
tion to the Mozambican govern-
ment’s efforts to further the 
objective of economic and social 
development.”

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa

Group of donors 
suspend aid to 
Mozambique

extent of public debt and also 
“the need to stabilise the ope-
ration of the institutions and 
the country in economic and 
financial terms.”

The President of Mozambi-
que, Filipe Nyusi, said he be-
lieved the decision to suspend 
direct aid to the state budget 
was a temporary measure to 
make room for clarification of 
Mozambican public debt.

Cited by daily newspaper 
Notícias, Nyusi said he un-
derstood the programme 
support partners’ fears, “as 
they do not feel comfortable 
to continue to send money as 
the issue of debt is not pro-
perly understood.”

“I believe that there is no 
donor that wants to sacri-
fice the Mozambicans, as 
the measures that are being 
taken are aimed at creating 
a state of sustainability,” said 
Nyusi, adding that the most 
important is whether the debt 
is sustainable.  MDT/Macauhub
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What the 
Walt Disney 
Company has 
been able to 
achieve in 
China, I think, 
is a perfect 
example of 
cooperation.

ROBERT IGER
DISNEY CEO
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CHINA 中國

WALT Disney Co. em-
ployees and guests re-

ceived a sneak preview of 
Shanghai Disneyland over the 
weekend, as the world’s lar-
gest entertainment company 
gets set for next month’s offi-
cial opening of its first theme 
park in mainland China.

A trial run for  the USD5.5 
billion Shanghai Disney ki-
cked off on Saturday. Gues-
ts are limited to the resort’s 
employees, partners and 
stakeholders, who can try out 
some attractions, entertain-
ment and dining on selected 
dates over a six-week period.

Lines had formed by 10 a.m. 
outside shops and restauran-
ts in the non-ticketed area, 
where the World Disney store 
opened to the public. Wang 
Xingmiao, a retiree who has 
never traveled outside of Chi-
na, is among thousands who 
came to the site even though 
he wasn’t on the guest list.

“It opens the eyes of old 
people and young people 
to see something like this,” 
the  78-year-old said outsi-
de the World Disney store. 
“It shows the importance of 
China that something like 
this comes to us and we don’t 
have to go out to see it.”

Such trials are a key pre- 
opening step for all Walt Dis-
ney Parks and Resorts desti-
nations and major attractions 
around the world. The Chi-
nese resort,  located in Shan-
ghai’s Pudong district, offi-

John Rogers, Los Angeles 

FOR a thousand years  Chi-
na’s  Cave Temples of Du-

nhuang were a popular tra-
veler’s rest stop, marketplace 
and religious shrine on the 
fabled Silk Road. Now they are 
coming to Los Angeles, both in 
spirit and reality.

In an exhibition curators say 
is unprecedented, three full-s-
cale, hand-painted replica ca-
ves have been erected on The 
Getty Center museum’s hilltop 
campus overlooking LA.

Nearby, in an adjacent 
gallery, the museum has as-
sembled more than 40 spec-
tacularly preserved and price-
less artifacts taken from one of 
the caves, and in still another 
gallery visitors can take a 3-D 
virtual reality tour of on an ac-
tual cave inChina, this one fil-
led with life-size sculptures of 
the Buddha and his entourage.

“We’re trying to help the 
public understand what this 
place is, where it is and why 
it’s important,” Tim Whalen, 
director of the Getty Conser-
vation Institute, said during a 
recent tour of “Cave Temples 
of Dunhuang: Buddhist Art on 
the Silk Road,” which opened 
Saturday.

“By any standard,” he added, 
“Dunhuang is one of the most 
important heritage places in 
the world.”

Indeed, along with the Great 
Wall and the Forbidden City, 
Dunhuang’s more than 450 
Mogao Caves, as they are also 
known, were among the first 
Chinese sites recognized by 
the United Nations’ World He-
ritage Center in the 1980s.

But tucked away on the edge 
of the Gobi Desert, more than 

RESCUERS yesterday 
searched for 33 cons-

truction workers missing in a 
landslide at the site of a hydro-
power project following days 
of heavy rain in southern Chi-
na. Eight other workers were 
pulled out alive, officials and 
state-run media reported.

Rocks and mud with a volu-
me of 100,000 cubic meters 
buried an office building and 
the workers’ living area at the 
site in mountainous Taining 
county in Fujian province 
around 5 a.m. Sunday, accor-
ding to a website run by the 
county’s Communist Party’s 
publicity department.

State broadcaster China Cen-
tral Television later repor-

LA’s Getty Center 
recreates Cave Temples 
of Dunhuang 

Landslide buries 33 
builders; eight rescued 

Disney lifts veil in 
sneak preview of 
USD5.5b Shanghai park

ted that seven workers were 
rescued alive, with injuries 
including broken bones. By 
evening, rescuers had detected 
suspected signs of life at three 
spots, CCTV said. Mudslides 
and flooding had made some 
sections of roads impassab-
le, hindering rescuers’ efforts 
to get heavy machinery to the 
site.

An official at the county de-
partment said by phone that 
the cause of the landslide was 
still unclear, but that the area 
had seen rainfall in the past 
few days.

Heavy rain has affected much 
of southern China since Wed-
nesday, triggering floods and 
landslides. AP

1,100 miles from Beijing, they 
are not the easiest place in Chi-
na to get to today.

That wasn’t the case from 
the 4th to the 14th centuries, 
when the Silk Road was tee-
ming with travelers during 
the millennium when the ca-
ves served as a key rest stop, 
marketplace and shrine.

“I think we all have roman-
ticized notions about the Silk 
Road and people moving from 
the east in China all the way to 
the Mediterranean,” Whalen 
said as he and Marcia Reed, 
the Getty Research Institute’s 
chief curator, reviewed do-
zens of paintings, drawings, 
sculptures, silk tapestries, and 
handwritten and printed docu-
ments in one of the galleries.

“But people were moving 
back and forth,” he continued. 
“There are documents here of 
Jewish prayers and Christian 
prayers.”

Also displayed are sculptures 
of European-looking people, a 
travel document carried by a 
monk from India and nume-
rous artistic depictions of the 
Buddha.

Perhaps the most priceless 
item on display is a scroll of 
Buddhism’s “Diamond Sutra,” 
commissioned and dated in 
868 by a man named Wang 
Jie as a gift to his parents. Dis-
covered in one of the caves in 
1907, it is believed to be the 
world’s oldest printed book. AP

cially opens June 16.
The highly anticipated Chi-

nese park, Disney’s sixth wor-
ldwide, comes as the company 
shocked investors on April 4 
when it announced Chief Exe-
cutive Officer  Robert Iger’s 
top lieutenant Thomas Sta-
ggs was departing the com-
pany in September, leaving 
the CEO without an obvious 
successor.  A 26-year-com-
pany veteran, Staggs had su-
pervised major expansions 
such as the Shanghai resort 
and spearheaded acquisitions 
for the Burbank, California- 
based company.

Iger met with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on Thursday 
in Beijing, in which Xi cited 
Disney as an example of ex-
panded cooperation between 

U.S. and Chinese firms.
“What the Walt Disney Com-

pany has been able to achieve 
in China, I think, is a perfect 
example of cooperation, but 
it also came after years of 
understanding, years of buil-
ding up a deep respect for one 
another and appreciation for 
each other’s interests,” Iger 
said in remarks to Xi at the 
meeting.

The CEO has called Shan-
ghai Disneyland the com-
pany’s greatest opportuni-
ty since Walt Disney bou-
ght land in Florida in the 
1960s.  He’s counting on 330 
million Chinese living within 
a three-hour train or car trip 
of Shanghai to fill the resort, 
which boasts two hotels and 
the largest castle it has built.

Tickets for the Shanghai 
park, three times the size 
of Hong Kong Disneyland, 
are priced at 499 yuan ($77) 
for peak periods such as 
weekends and summer holi-
days, and  370 yuan at other 
times.

Disney is planning a three-
day event to mark the ope-
ning of its newest park next 
month, which will include 
a red carpet premiere of its 
Lion King Broadway show, 
the first time the production 
will be performed in Manda-
rin.  The company has been 
on a recruiting drive to staff 
up the park, which Iger said 
last year would employ about 
10,000 workers.
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 Gucci, along 
with other 
Kering Group 
brands like 
Balenciaga, is 
suing Alibaba 
in a New York 
federal court
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CHINA中國

Erika Kinetz, Shanghai 

GUCCI America has 
quit the International 
Anti-Counterfeiting 
Coalition, the second 

defection since the Washing-
ton, D.C.-based group allowed 
Chinese e-commerce giant Ali-
baba to become a member in 
April.

Michael Kors walked out of 
the IACC last month, calling 
Alibaba “our most dangerous 
and damaging adversary.”

The outrage over Alibaba’s 
membership raises fresh ques-
tions about how effective Ali-
baba has been in fighting fakes 
as it pushes to take its e-com-
merce juggernaut global. It has 
also allowed the deep loathing 
some harbor for one of  Chi-
na’s global champions to burst 
into view.

Gucci, along with other Ke-
ring Group brands like Balen-
ciaga, is suing Alibaba in a New 
York federal court. They accu-
se Alibaba of knowingly encou-
raging and profiting from the 
sale of counterfeit goods on 
its e-commerce platforms. Ali-
baba has dismissed the suit as 

CHINA’S  trade 
shrank in April in 

a sign government sti-
mulus is failing to jolt 
the world’s second-lar-
gest economy out of a 
prolonged slowdown.

Exports contracted by 
1.8 percent from a year 
earlier to USD172.7 
billion, falling back 
into negative territory 
after March’s tempo-
rary burst of 11.5 per-
cent growth, customs 
data showed yester-
day. Imports plunged 
10.9 percent to $127.2 
billion after the pre-
vious month’s 13.8 per-
cent contraction.

Weak demand from 
consumers in  Chi-
na  and worldwide is 
hampering govern-
ment efforts to reverse 
an economic slowdown 
that dragged growth 
to a seven-year low of 
6.7 percent in the first 
quarter of the year.

Beijing has eased 
controls on credit 
growth and real esta-
te purchases in hopes 
of stimulating activity 

SEVENTEEN passen-
gers and crew were in-

jured when a Hong Kong 
Airlines’ flight ran into 
severe turbulence early Sa-
turday on the way from In-
donesia’s resort Bali island 
to Hong Kong.

The Airbus A330-200 
with 204 passengers and 
12 crew returned to Bali 
about 2 ½ hours into the 
flight and landed safely at 
4:34 a.m. (2034 GMT Fri-
day), said Trikora Harjo, 
general manager of Bali’s 
Ngurah Rai airport.

The plane encountered 
the turbulence above Kali-
mantan,  Indonesia’s  part 
of Borneo, he said.

Most of the injuries were 
head bruises and there 
were no serious cases, Har-
jo said. Three crewmem-
bers and eight passengers 
were brought to a hospital 
while six others were trea-
ted at the airport clinic, he 
said.

He said there was no 
damage to the plane, but an 
inspection was underway.

Ninety-five passengers 

People walk in a Gucci brand shop in Shanghai

Gucci quits US anti-counterfeiting 
group after Alibaba joins 

A woman wearing a mask walks past bulldozers parked near 
a construction site at the Central Business District of Beijing

Trade shrinks in April in 
troubling sign for economy 

Hong Kong Airlines’ Airbus A330-
200 sits on the tarmac as the 
passenger plane returns to Ngurah 
Rai international airport after it ran 
into a severe turbulence 

Turbulence injures 17 
on Indonesia-Hong 
Kong flight 

“wasteful litigation.”
By Saturday, Gucci’s name 

had been struck from the 
IACC’s website. “They were not 
happy about Alibaba joining,” 
said IACC vice-president Can-

dice Li-Uzoigwe. She said Guc-
ci informed the group of its de-
cision to leave on Wednesday.

“The IACC stands by its deci-
sion and is committed to lean 
into the future and lead a coali-

tion of the willing,” IACC pre-
sident Robert Barchiesi said by 
email Saturday. “Whether it’s 
payment processors or onli-
ne marketplaces, the choice is 
clear, they must be an integral 

part of the solution.”
Alibaba’s membership falls 

into a special category, without 
leadership positions and vo-
ting rights. Barchiesi said that 
it was created in response to 
eBay’s request for member-
ship. eBay ultimately did not 
join the coalition.

Alibaba has said IACC mem-
bership would allow it to work 
more closely and effectively 
with brands to proactively en-
force intellectual property ri-
ghts.

The IACC has over 250 mem-
bers, including Apple, Cisco 
Systems and Chanel. AP

but analysts said the 
impact was likely to be 
temporary. They said 
March’s unexpectedly 
strong trade growth 
also was a fluke due to 
comparison with weak 
numbers last year and 
the resumption of bu-
siness after the Lunar 
New Year holiday in 
February.

Surveys of manufac-
turers showed factory 
activity weakened in 
April and the number 
of people employed de-
clined.

The ruling Commu-
nist Party is in the 
midst of a marathon 
effort to nurture more 

self-sustaining growth 
based on domestic con-
sumption instead of 
trade and investment. 
But its plans call for 
trade to keep growing 
in order to avoid job 
losses in export-rela-
ted industries that em-
ploy tens of millions of 
workers.

Economic growth has 
declined steadily over 
the past five years. 
Much of that was inten-
tional but the unexpec-
tedly severe weakness 
over the past two years 
has forced Beijing to re-
sort to multiple rounds 
of mini-stimulus throu-
gh stepped up bank 

were flown to Hong Kong 
on board a Garuda Indone-
sia plane Saturday morning 
while the rest were waiting 
at the airport and hotels.

It was the second such 
incident involving Airbus 
planes over Indonesian 
territory in the past four 
days.

On Wednesday, an Etihad 
Airways flight from Abu 
Dhabi ran into sudden 
turbulence as it prepared 
to land in the Indonesian 
capital, injuring 31 passen-
gers and a crew. AP

lending and spending 
on construction of pu-
blic works, temporarily 
setting back its efforts 
to generate consumer-
driven growth.

So far this year, ex-
ports have contracted 
by 7.6 percent compa-
red with a year earlier 
and imports are down 
12.8 percent, according 
to the General Admi-
nistration of Customs. 
That is down sharply 
from previous years 
when trade grew by 
double digits.

Weakness in Chine-
se imports has hurt 
its Asian neighbors, 
for nearly all of whom 
China  is the biggest 
trading partner and 
a major buyer of raw 
materials and indus-
trial components. The 
impact has been felt 
around the globe in 
commodity exporters 
such as Australia and 
Brazil.

The country’s poli-
tically sensitive glo-
bal trade surplus was 
$45.5 billion in April.

The surplus with 
the United States was 
$18.1 billion and that 
with the 27-nation 
European Union was 
$10.2 billion. AP
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Eric Talmadge, Pyongyang 

NORTH  Korean lea-
der Kim Jong Un 
said his country will 
not use its nuclear 

weapons unless its sovereign-
ty is invaded and announced 
a five-year economic plan at 
a milestone congress of  Nor-
th  Korea’s  ruling party, which 
entered its third day yesterday.

Kim said he is ready to impro-
ve ties with “hostile” nations, 
and called for more talks with 
rival South Korea to reduce mi-
sunderstanding and distrust. 
He also urged the United States 
to stay away from inter-Korean 
issues.

“Our republic is a responsible 
nuclear state that, as we made 
clear before, will not use nu-
clear weapons first unless ag-
gressive hostile forces use nu-
clear weapons to invade on our 
sovereignty,” Kim said in a rou-
ghly three-hour speech shown 
yesterday on the  North’s  Ko-
rean Central Television. Kim is 
believed to have delivered the 
speech at Pyongyang’s April 25 
House of Culture the day befo-
re, but its content wasn’t made 
public until early Sunday.

At the congress, Kim also 
announced a five-year plan 
starting this year to develop 
the  North’s  moribund eco-
nomy, and identified improving 
the country’s power supply and 
increasing its agricultural and 
light-manufacturing produc-
tion as critical parts of the pro-
gram. He also said the country 
must secure more electricity 
through nuclear power.

It was first time  North  Ko-
rea  has announced a five-year 
plan since the 1980s and detai-
ling it in such a public way de-
monstrated that Kim is taking 
ownership of the country’s eco-
nomic problems, something his 
father, Kim Jong Il, avoided as 
leader.

Kim stressed that the country 
needs to increase its interna-
tional trade and engagement in 
the global economy, but didn’t 
announce any significant refor-
ms or plans to adopt capitalist- 
style marketization.

Market-style business has 
become more common in Nor-

PHILIPPINE presi-
dential candidates 

made a final push for vo-
tes in rallies on Saturday 
that drew thousands of 
supporters two days be-
fore the tightly contested 
election.

All five contenders held 
their final rallies in the ca-
pital, Manila. By 7 p.m. lo-

PHILIPPINES 

Candidates make final push 
for votes as campaigns end

 Kim 
announced a 
five-year plan 
starting this 
year to develop 
the North’s 
moribund 
economy

Kim says North Korea won’t 
use nuclear weapons first 

th Korea, in large part because 
of its economic crisis and fami-
ne in the 1990s, which made it 
impossible for the government 
to provide its citizens with the 
necessities they had come to 
rely on and forced many to 
learn how to fend for themsel-
ves. But while the realities on 
the ground have shifted, of-
ficials have been reluctant to 
formally embrace significant 
reforms as state policy.

Kim said that  North  Ko-
rea “will sincerely fulfill its du-
ties for the nonproliferation of 
nuclear weapons and work to 
realize the denuclearization of 
the world.”

The North is ready to improve 
and normalize ties with coun-
tries hostile to it if they respect 
its sovereignty and approach it 
in a friendly manner, he said.

Despite the talks about more 
diplomatic activity, Kim also 

made it clear that the North has 
no plans to discard its “byon-
gjin” policy of simultaneously 
developing its nuclear weapons 
and its domestic economy.

In a speech published by 
the  North’s  Rodong Sinmun 
newspaper, Kim described the 
twin policy as a strategy the 
party must permanently hold 
on to for the “maximized inte-
rest of our revolution.”

Many outside analysts con-
sider the policy unlikely to 
succeed because of the heavy 
price  North  Korea  pays for its 
nuclear program in terms of in-
ternational sanctions that keep 
its economy from growing.

North  Korea  carried out its 
fourth nuclear test in January 
and followed with a satellite 
launch in February that was 
seen by outside governments 
as a banned test for long-range 
missile technology and brought 

tougher U.N. sanctions.
The  North  responded to the 

punitive measures, and also 
the annual U.S.-South Korean 
military drills in March and 
April, by firing a series of mis-
siles and artillery into the sea. 
It also claimed advancements 
in developing nuclear weapons 
and long-range missiles, and 
combined them with threats of 
pre-emptive nuclear strikes on 
Washington and Seoul.

South Korea has taken a hard- 
line approach to  North  Ko-
rea  following its nuclear test 
and long-range rocket launch, 
shutting down a jointly run 
factory park in a North Korean 
border town that had been the 
last remaining symbol of coo-
peration between the rivals and 
slapping Pyongyang with its 
own economic sanctions.

Seoul has also been in talks 
with Washington on deploying 

a sophisticated U.S. missile de-
fense system in South Korea.

Kim said “fundamentally im-
proving” inter-Korean relations 
was an urgent matter for his 
government and also called for 
the South to “hold hands” with 
the North as a “companion” for 
unification, KCNA said.

He urged the need for more 
talks with the South, and in par-
ticular called for a meeting be-
tween military officials of both 
sides to reduce border tensions.

But he stressed that the Sou-
th must first employ practical 
measures to improve ties and 
throw out laws and institutio-
nal systems that have hampe-
red them. He also said that the 
United States should no longer 
be involved with matters on the 
Korean Peninsula, and that if 
enemy forces “ignite the fire of 
war,” the  North  was ready to 
mercilessly punish the aggres-
sors and accomplish the “histo-
rical feat” of unification.

Kim called for Seoul and 
Washington to stop their mi-
litary drills and also said the 
United States must withdraw its 
28,500 troops stationed in Sou-
th Korea as a buffer against pos-
sible aggression from the North.

South  Korea’s  Foreign Minis-
try had said ahead of the con-
gress that the priority of any fu-
ture talks with the North would 
be its denuclearization. AP

cal time, police said about 
300,000 supporters  of 
front-runner Rodrigo Du-
terte, the firebrand mayor 
of Davao city, had gathe-
red at Luneta Park, where 
Pope Francis delivered 
his Mass last year.

A recent opinion poll 
from Social Weather Sta-
tions puts Duterte, 71, in 

the lead with 33 percent 
of the votes in Philippi-
nes’ first-past-the-post 
system. He is ahead of Se-
nator Grace Poe with 22 
percent and Mar Roxas, a 
former interior secretary 
endorsed by outgoing 
President Benigno Aqui-
no, with 20 percent.

Duterte’s tough talk, 

including calling for the 
extra-judicial killing of 
criminals, has been cri-
ticized by human rights 
groups, but his populist 
rhetoric to  combat crime 
and deal with infrastruc-
ture backlogs has won 
him support among Fili-
pinos.

Aquino made a last-ditch 

effort this week to get ri-
val candidates, Roxas and 
Poe, to agree on a united 
front to prevent Duterte 
from winning. Roxas said 

on Saturday he’ll continue 
with his campaign after 
failing to convince Poe to 
combine forces against 
Duterte. Bloomberg 
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THE images are ones of 
devastation — scorched 

homes, virtually whole nei-
ghborhoods burned to the 
ground. And Canadian officials 
say they expect to fight the mas-
sive wildfire that has destroyed 
large parts of Alberta’s oil sands 
town for months.

There’s fear the growing wil-
dfire could double in size and 
reach a major oil sands mine 
and even the neighboring pro-
vince of Saskatchewan.

The Alberta government said 
the massive blaze in the provin-
ce will cover more than 200,000 
hectares (494,211 acres) by 
Sunday and continue to grow 
because of high temperatures, 
dry conditions and high winds. 
Chad Morrison of Alberta Wil-
dfire said it’s not uncommon to 
fight such an inferno in forested 
areas for months.

“In no way is this fire under 
control,” Alberta Premier Ra-
chel Notley said.

Officials had hoped to com-
plete the mass evacuation 
of work camps north of Fort 
McMurray on Saturday. 
Thousands of displaced resi-
dents got a drive-by view of 
some of the burned-out nei-
ghborhoods as convoys con-
tinued. No deaths or injuries 
have been reported since the 
fire started last Sunday.

Notley said about 12,000 eva-
cuees have been airlifted from 
oil sands mine air fields over 
the past two days, and about 
7,000 have left in highway con-
voys escorted by police. She 
said the goal was to complete 
the evacuation from northern 
work camps by Sunday.

The fire could reach the edges 
of the Suncor oil sands facility, 
about 15 miles (25 kilometers) 

Hamza Hendawi, Cairo 

MILITANTS opened 
fire on a microbus 

filled with plainclothes po-
lice in a Cairo suburb early 
yesterday, killing eight of 
them, including an officer, 
in an attack claimed by a 
local Islamic State affiliate.

The attack was the dea-
dliest in the heavily policed 
capital since November, 
when gunmen attacked a 
security checkpoint, killing 
four policemen. That atta-
ck was also claimed by the 
local IS affiliate.

Egypt’s  state-run MENA 
news agency said the po-
licemen were inspecting 
security in the south Cairo 
suburb of Helwan early 
yesterday when four gun-
men in a pickup opened 
fire on them.

Interior Minister Magdy 
Abdel-Ghaffar, in charge 
of police, ordered an in-
vestigation into the attack.

A wildfire burns south of Fort McMurray, Alberta

Egyptian police and civilians gather around a bullet ridden microbus 
in the south Cairo neighborhood of Helwan  An IS affiliate claimed 

responsibility for the attack 
in an online statement

CANADA 

Massive Alberta wildfire 
expected to burn for months  
north of Fort McMurray. Non- 
essential staff have been eva-
cuating and efforts to protect 
the site were underway.

Notley, however, said that the 
facility was highly resilient to 
forest fires. Oil sands mines are 
cleared and have no vegetation.

Morrison said the fire wasn’t 
expected to reach the oil sands 
mines north of Suncor.

The fire and mass evacuation 
has forced a quarter or more 
of  Canada’s  oil output offline 
and was expected to impact an 
economy already hurt by the 
fall in the price of oil. The Al-
berta oil sands have the third- 
largest reserves of oil in the 
world behind Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela. Its workers largely 
live in Fort McMurray where 

some neighborhoods have been 
destroyed.

Police said many parts of 
smoke-filled Fort McMurray 
are burnt and visibility is low. 
Officers wore masks as they 
checked homes to make sure 
everyone was out.

More than 80,000 people 
have left Fort McMurray in the 
heart of Canada’ oil sands, whe-

re the fire has torched 1,600 
homes and other buildings. Gas 
has been turned off, the power 
grid is damaged and water is 
not drinkable. Officials said 
there is no timeline to return 
residents to the city, but the 
Alberta government has begun 
preliminary planning, though it 
stresses fighting the fire is still 
the first priority. AP

Militants kill eight Egyptian police in Cairo suburb 

“These are the heroes 
whose blood mixes with 
the nation’s soil every day,” 
Abdel-Ghaffar told state 
television at the end of a 
brief military funeral for 
the eight policemen.

“We are determined 
to continue our march 
against terror and anyone 
who seeks to undermine 
the nation’s stability,” he 
said, as black-clad female 
relatives of the policemen 
wailed in grief.

The coffins of the eight, 
wrapped in the Egyptian 
flag, were placed atop red 
fire engines that led a pro-
cession of several hundred 
mourners, including other 
policemen.

An IS affiliate claimed 
responsibility for the atta-
ck in an online statement, 
saying it killed everyone 
in the vehicle. It identified 
the officer and said the 
fighters seized light wea-
pons from the police be-

fore they fleeing the scene 
unharmed.

It said the operation was 
to avenge women jailed 
in  Egypt. The claim could 
not be independently ve-
rified, but the statement’s 
language and the nature of 
the attack suggest it is au-
thentic.

Militants have been tar-
geting security forces in 

the Sinai Peninsula for 
years, but their attacks 
have grown more deadly 
and frequent since the 
2013 military overthrow 
of Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi. An IS 
affiliate based in the Sinai 
is now spearheading the 
insurgency.

While most of the unrest 
has been confined to the 
northern Sinai, there have 
been attacks in the main-
land as well, mainly small- 
scale bombings targeting 
police, the frequency of 
which had declined in re-
cent months.

yesterday’s attack came 
as the interior minister was 
locked in a dispute with 

the Egyptian Journalists 
Syndicate following the ar-
rest last week of two repor-
ters who had taken refuge 
inside the syndicate’s bui-
lding in downtown Cairo. 
The syndicate’s board says 
the ministry did not give 
it advance warning and 
has demanded that Abdel-

Ghaffar be fired.
Several newspapers have 

protested by not mentio-
ning the minister by name 
and by only publishing al-
tered photos of him desig-
ned to look like negatives. 
It was not yet clear how 
they would cover his res-
ponse to yesterday’s atta-
ck.

Rights groups have ac-
cused  Egypt’s  police of 
widespread abuses, inclu-
ding the torture of dissi-
dents, with some likening 
their tactics to those used 
during the rule of Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak, who 
was overthrown in a 2011 
uprising.

The Interior Ministry has 
denied any systematic abu-
ses, and is likely to point to 
attacks like the one carried 
out on yesterday to argue 
that it is defending the 
country against Islamic 
militants who have sown 
chaos across the region. AP
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what’s ON ...

Rubber Duck Macau Tour  
Until: May 29, 2016
• Theme Games 
Time: 10am-6pm (Saturdays and Sundays)
Venue: Outside the Macao Science Centre
• Rubber Duck Garden
Time: 10:30am-8pm (Fridays to Sundays) 
Venue:  Macau Fisherman’s Wharf

Admission: Free to all activities 
Enquiries: (853) 2870 6222

Former Home of Revolutionary Leader 
Ye Ting
Time: 10am-6pm daily 
(Except Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
Venue: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8399 6699

Macau Grand Prix Museum & Wine Museum
Time: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
Venue: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431, basement 
(Tourism Activities Centre-CAT) 
Admission: Free  
Enquiries: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000 

Macau Science Centre
Time: 10am-6pm daily
(Except Thursdays, open on public holidays) 
Venue: Macau Science Centre, 
Avenida Dr. Sun Yat-Sen 
Admission: Exhibition Centre MOP25; 
Planetarium MOP60-80 
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 

“Weingart Typography” – Exhibition 
by the Museum für Gestaltung Zürich
Time: 10am-9pm
Until: June 12, 2016 
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery, located at Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida, No. 95.
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

“Post Modern still Life” 
Drawing & Painting by Marco Szeto 
Opening Hours: 10am-6:30pm
Until: May 15, 2016
Venue: CalcadaDaBarra, No. 16 R/C LJ A, 
Edif. San Chak, Macau
Admission with free ticket
Organizer: Dare to Dream Gallery
Enquiries: (853) 2896 2820

this day in history

At least 18 demonstrators have been killed and 
many wounded after police opened fire on anti-go-
vernment protesters outside the Metropolitan Cathe-
dral in San Salvador, capital of El Salvador.

The protest in the Central American country was or-
ganized by the left-wing group known as the Popular 
Revolutionary Bloc.

Witnesses said the steps of the cathedral were li-
ttered with bodies. Freelance photographer Ken 
Hawkins told the Los Angeles Times there had been 
no warning from government forces before the shoo-
ting started.

“There was a continual burst of very heavy fire for 
about two and a half to three minutes,” he said. “Peo-
ple started screaming and running to the church but 
many were hit before they could get there.”

The left-wing group is currently holding a number 
of hostages at French and Costa Rican embassies 
in the city. The Costa Rican ambassador, Julio Es-
quivel, was released yesterday but France’s ambas-
sador, Michel Dondenne, and seven others are still 
held hostage.

It is demanding the release of five of its leaders but 
the military government, under Gen Humberto Rome-
ro, claims it is holding only two.

Violent clashes between police and protesters are 
an all-too-familiar sight in El Salvador.

Trouble peaked some 50 years ago when a peasant 
revolt, in protest of the abject poverty many were 
forced to live in, led to the killing of 30,000 people 
and came to be known as La Matanza (the Slaughter).

Two years ago, Gen Romero came to power in what 
was widely regarded as a rigged election.

Anti-government demonstrators gathered in the 
capital’s main square and were fired on by govern-
ment troops who killed about 50 people. Since then, 
left-wing groups such as the People’s Revolutionary 
Army have carried out murders and bombings killing 
dozens of policemen.

			                   Courtesy BBC News

1979  El Salvador cathedral 
          bloodbath

In context
Altogether 24 people were killed in the cathedral shootings. Later that 
year, Gen Romero was ousted in an army-led coup.
During the 1980s, El Salvador was ravaged by a bitter civil war between 
right-wing government “death squads” and leading left-wing group 
FMLN.
The war left around 70,000 people dead but it also precipitated important 
political reforms.
In 1992 a United Nations-brokered peace agreement ended the civil war, 
but no sooner had El Salvador begun to recover than it was hit by a series 
of natural disasters.
The most notable of these was Hurricane Mitch in 1998 and a number of 
earthquakes in 2001. These left at least 1,200 people dead and more than 
a million others homeless. 

Offbeat

London’s newly elected Mus-
lim mayor, Sadiq Khan, has 
joined an annual memorial to 
the millions of Jews slain in the 
Holocaust as his first official 
act in office.

Khan made Sunday’s appea-
rance at a north London cere-
mony following a racially char-
ged election campaign during 
which Conservative Party 
opponents sought to portray 
him as an apologist for Islamic 
extremism and to highlight ca-
ses of alleged anti-Semitism 

within the ranks of Khan’s Labor Party.
The event inside a rugby stadium brought together thou-

sands from London’s Jewish community, including more 
than 150 Holocaust survivors and a combined choir from 
five Jewish elementary schools.

London’s previous Labor mayor, Ken Livingstone, was 
suspended last month from the party after he claimed that 
Adolf Hitler supported the Zionist aim of establishing Israel.

London’s new Muslim mayor 
joins Holocaust memorial 
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
17:10
18:00
18:50
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30

00:10
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)				  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
RTPi Live				 
Breaths of Life (Repeated)				  
Helena’s Shadow (Repeat)				  
Contraponto (Repeated)				  
Soap Oepra				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
TDM Sports				  
Helena’s Shadow				  
TDM News				  
UEFA Champions League 2015/2016 
Magazine Programme				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)	
RTPi Live				 

cinema
cineteatro
05 May- 11 May

CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR_
room 1
(2D) 2.30, 6.30, 9.15 pm
room 2
(3D) 4.15, 7.00 pm
Director: Anthony and Joe Russo
Starring:   Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr., 
Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 147min

THE HIMALAYAS_
room 2
2.00, 9.45 pm
Director: Lee Seok-hoon
Starring: Hwang Jung-min, Jung Woo
Language: korean (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 124min

BOOK OF LOVE_
room 3
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30pm
Director: Xue Xiaolu 
Starring: Tang Wei, Wu Xiubo
Language: Mandarin (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 130min

macau tower
27 Apr - 18 May

CAPTAIN AMERICA: CIVIL WAR_
1.15, 4.00, 6.45, 9.30 pm
Director: Anthony and Joe Russo
Starring:   Chris Evans, Robert Downey Jr., 
Scarlett Johansson, Sebastian Stan
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 147min

London’s new mayor Sadiq 
Khan
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Prefix with logical; 5- Slumbered; 10- Cool drinks; 14- Incandescent 

lamp; 15- So spooky as to be frightening; 16- ___ carotene; 17- Pitcher Hershiser; 
18- Pub game; 19- Genuine; 20- Money put aside for the future; 22- Try; 24- Female 
sovereign; 26- Stops; 27- Love affairs; 30- Russian range; 32- Ways to the pins; 33- 
School orgs.; 34- Chinese weight; 38- Relative of an ostrich; 39- Put up; 42- ___-Cat; 
43- Struggle for air; 45- Important times; 46- Build; 48- Nasal cavity; 50- Takes by 
theft; 51- Bring out; 54- Devoured; 56- Change to stone; 58- Krypton, for one; 62- 
Arrow poison; 63- Singer Bonnie; 65- Elevated tract of open country; 66- “Jurassic 
Park” actress; 67- Eagle’s nest: var.; 68- Writer Bombeck; 69- Formerly, once; 70- 
Alleviated; 71- Writing table;

DOWN:1- Native Nigerians; 2- ___ mater; 3- Hgt.; 4- Slanting; 5- Marsh plants; 6- Rental 
agreement; 7- Be human; 8- Middle Eastern bread; 9- Precedent setter; 10- Side by 
side; 11- Considers; 12- Military camp; 13- 
Old sailors; 21- Suckle; 23- Business card 
abbr.; 25- Screwball; 27- Shake ___ (hurry); 
28- Baby’s cry; 29- Blame; 31- Phooey!; 33- 
South American country, famous for Macchu 
Picchu; 35- On or towards the Mediterranean, 
for example; 36- Business letter abbr.; 37- 
Oodles; 40- Not subject to rent; 41- Prevent; 
44- Crown of ancient Egypt; 47- Continued 
a subscription; 49- Second sequel tag; 
50- Declared; 51- Omit in pronunciation; 
52- Cruise ship; 53- Anatomical passages; 
55- Bandleader Shaw; 57- Divine Secrets of 
the ___ Sisterhood; 59- Clotted blood; 60- 
Donations to the poor; 61- Minn. neighbor; 
64- Apr. addressee

Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 

21
21
24
26
30
18
29
24
28
20
20
22
21
30
31
31

clear
clear/cloudy

drizzle
drizzle

drizzle/clear

11
12
14
13
9

21
25
23
22
14

15
9
17
14
13
4
16
18
14
15
16
15
15
27
26
27

cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/clear

overcast/thundershower
clear

cloudy/clear
overcast/cloudy

drizzle/cloudy
shower/cloudy

clear
overcast

drizzle
cloudy/drizzle

shower/moderate rain
moderate rain/drizzle

cloudy/thundershower
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Not sure what to do with 
yourself? Don’t even think about 
going into the office. You can 
find plenty to do, either around 
the house or close to it. Do some 
exploring.

April 20-May 20
You’re bursting at the seams, but 
remind yourself over and over not to 
gossip at the office, even if it’s about 
you. You can tell your problems to 
your friends once you’re off the clock. 
At least they’ll be compassionate.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If this is just another office job for 
you, and not a career, then don’t 
waste another day dreaming about 
change. The right opening won’t 
appear like the parting of the sea, at 
least not where you’re working now. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You may not be able to stay focused 
on details, but you are at the top of 
your game in other areas. You can 
practically read your colleagues’ 
minds, for one. Stay in tune with your 
strong intuition.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
All that glitters is not gold, but 
even so, all that loose change adds 
up fast. Don’t have any financial 
dealings today. Save pennies, from 
brown bagging it to drinking the 
office coffee.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Don’t be too critical of others for 
not taking their careers by the 
horns. Others move at the pace 
they want to. Besides, that leaves 
more room in the middle for you 
on your way up.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The smaller things in life don’t hold 
much appeal for you. So if you need 
a vision of success to make you 
stick with current projects, imagine 
conspicuous consumption. Then 
get back to work.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Draw on imagination and the 
hidden mystery of magic to 
accomplish your tasks. It may be 
all smoke and mirrors, but it will 
put off the inevitable, if only for 
another day.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may have trouble getting your 
personal projects off the ground. Or 
your work ones, for that matter. But 
that shouldn’t be a problem. You’re 
your own boss for the day, so let 
yourself do some free thinking.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Art, music, sleeping in -- there are 
so many ways to enjoy yourself. 
But the most important thing you 
can do to ensure a good day is to 
miss a phone call from the office. 
Let all calls go to voice mail.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You get to do something for yourself 
for a change. The only problem is, 
you’re out of practice, not to mention 
ideas. Remember how high energy 
you are at work, then don’t think of 
the office for the rest of the day.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Personal projects can’t wait 
another day. Your office job gets 
in the way all the time, so don’t 
let yourself get sidetracked by 
anything. Have your coffee and put 
on your blinders, in that order.

  Aquarius Pisces
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SPORTS體育

Ciaran Fahey, Berlin 

BUNDESLIGA top-s-
corer Robert Lewan-
dowski scored twice 
for Bayern  Munich  to 

clinch an unprecedented fourth 
successive title with a 2-1 win at 
Ingolstadt on Saturday.

The Poland striker opened the 
scoring with a penalty in the 
15th minute, after Franck Ri-
bery was brought down by Mar-
vin Matip, and he claimed his 
29th goal of the season not long 
after with a precise strike insi-
de the far post after a brilliant 
through ball from Xabi Alonso.

Moritz Hartmann pulled one 
back with another penalty — 
conceded by Alonso — befo-
re the break but  Bayern  never 
looked in danger of missing 
out on its record 25th Bundes-
liga title, and its 26th German 
championship overall.

“The team played a brilliant 
season. We had the best 
challengers in Bundesliga his-
tory,”  Bayern  forward Thomas 
Mueller said after winning his 
own fourth consecutive title. 
“It’s extraordinary, we don’t 
need to play it down.”

Germany coach Joachim Loew 
added his congratulations.

“The fourth title win in a 

A growing number of 
broken beer bottles 

crunched beneath their feet 
as thousands of Leicester su-
pporters continued singing 
past midnight on the city’s 
High Street yesterday.

“Champions of England,” 
the chant went, “we know 
what we are.”

Few around the world will 
not know. Singing it perhaps 
reminds Leicester fans that 
the past year is real and 
not some improbable  spor-
ting fantasy.

It was little surprise that 
Leicester Royal Infirmary 
reported twice the usual 
number of patients being 
admitted during the Satur-
day night revelry, mostly for 
minor injuries or alcohol-re-
lated incidents.

WORLD Touring Car 
Championship’s (WTCC) 

racer and Macau veteran Rob 
Huff has praised the new Mou-
lay El Hassan circuit in Marrake-
ch, Morocco, claiming that it is a 
bit “reminiscent of Macau.”

According to a TouringCarTi-
mes report, Huff was pleased 
and even a bit surprised after 
his track walk through the new 
layout.

“From walking it, it’s incredibly 
tight in places, but I have to say I 
really like it. It’s definitely a little 
bit reminiscent of Macau,” said 
Huff.

The street track enthusiast ad-
mitted that the overlap of seve-
ral different surfaces makes the 
track extremely difficult, but still 
claimed that he is “very impres-
sed.” 

Bayern’s Thomas Mueller celebrates after winning the 26th Bundesliga title

 
The team 
played a 
brilliant 
season. We 
had the best 
challengers 
in Bundesliga 
history.

THOMAS MUELLER

FOOTBALL 

Bayern secures unprecedented 
fourth straight Bundesliga title

Leicester’s team manager Claudio Ranieri and Leicester’s Wes Morgan lift 
the trophy 

Leicester fans continue to 
celebrate their improbable title

Rob Huff celebrates a triumph in Macau

MOTORSPORTS 

Rob Huff: Marrakech circuit 
‘reminiscent of Macau’

row is testament to the great 
quality, the sheer will, and 
the unbelievable consistency 
of  Bayern  over the last years,” 
Loew said.

Pep Guardiola, who is leaving 
for Manchester City after the 
German Cup final against Dort-
mund, became the first Bundes-
liga coach to win three titles in 
his first three seasons.

“I’d like to share this title with 
Jupp Heynckes. We’ve achieved 
something remarkable,” Guar-
diola said in tribute to his pre-
decessor.

Borussia Dortmund’s 1-0 loss 
at relegation-threatened Ein-
tracht Frankfurt meant even a 
defeat would have been enou-
gh for Bayern, which was eight 

points clear of Dortmund with 
one round remaining. Dort-
mund’s 77 points were alrea-
dy a record for a second-place 
team since the Bundesliga be-
gan in 1963.

Stefan Aigner’s early header 
proved enough for Frankfurt 
to climb out of the relegation 
zone, one point above Werder 
Bremen in the relegation playo-
ff spot after its scoreless draw at 
Cologne.

Frankfurt was fortunate Mats 
Hummels’ equalizer before the 
break was ruled out for offside. 
Video replays showed the Dort-
mund captain was onside at the 
time.

“The way the team has played 
in the last weeks shows that 

survival is possible,” Frankfurt 
coach Niko Kovac said after the 
side’s third successive win.

Stuttgart gave away a 1-0 lead 
and lost 3-1 at home to Mainz 
to move a step closer to relega-
tion. Stuttgart was three points 
below Frankfurt, with Wolfs-
burg next away.

“I’m speechless. I’m sorry for 
the fans,” said Stuttgart defen-
der Kevin Grosskreutz, who 
was close to tears.

Stuttgart fans stormed the 
pitch after the game. The side 
needs a favor from Bremen, 
which hosts Frankfurt for a re-
legation showdown on the last 
day of the season.

“It’s not yet over,” Stuttgart 
coach Juergen Kramny said. 

“Sometimes in football you 
need a miracle though.”

Darmstadt secured survival in 
its first season back in the Bun-
desliga with a 2-1 come-from- 
behind win at Hertha Berlin 
that ended the home side’s 
Champions League hopes. San-
dro Wagner scored the winner 
late against his former club, five 
minutes before he was sent off.

Andre Hahn scored twice as 
Borussia Moenchengladbach 
came from behind to beat Bayer 
Leverkusen 2-1 and all but se-
cure the Champions League 
playoff spot. Charles Aranguiz’s 
first goal for Leverkusen looked 
to extend the visitors’ seven-ga-
me winning streak, but Hahn 
equalized before the break and 
sealed it late.

Schalke was one minute away 
from a 1-0 win over Augsburg 
to stay a point behind ‘Gladba-
ch after Klaas Jan Huntelaar’s 
82nd-minute strike. Then Da-
niel Baier scored in the 89th for 
a draw to leave Schalke three 
points adrift of ‘Gladbach, and 
behind Mainz and Hertha on 
goal difference. Augsburg was 
safe for another year.

“It’s very, very bitter,” said 
Schalke coach Andre Breiten-
reiter, tipped to make way for 
Augsburg counterpart Markus 
Weinzierl next season.

Also, Wolfsburg won at Ham-
burger SV 1-0, and already-rele-
gated Hannover defeated Hoffe-
nheim 1-0 at home. Both Ham-
burg and Hoffenheim secured 
survival despite defeats. AP

People were urged to avoid 
seeking medical attention 
unless it was urgent, with 
the hospital tweeting that it 
is “feeling the effect of the 
[Leicester] game yesterday. 
If you don’t need to come to 
A&E please don’t.”

Sunday marked Leices-
ter’s seventh day as one of 
the unlikeliest champions of 
England since the country’s 

leagues were established in 
the 19th century.

The solid silver Premier 
League trophy, topped by a 
golden crown, was presen-
ted the previous evening to 
the Leicester players after 
they overwhelmed Everton 
in a 3-1 win with a display 
that showed they are taking 
the final two games of the 
campaign seriously. AP

Racing for Honda, the British 
driver was the fastest in the ope-
ning session of the weekend at 
Marrakech. He is currently four-
th in the championship, 46 poin-
ts behind the leader, José María 
López. MDT
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Afghanistan: 52 dead after buses 
collide with tanker

Two buses and a fuel tanker collided yesterday 
on a major highway in Afghanistan, killing 52 
people, officials said. Another 73 people who had 
been on the buses were wounded in the accident, 
which set all three vehicles ablaze.

Records show the two buses were carrying a 
total of 125 passengers. The collision happened 

at 7 a.m. on the main highway linking the capi-
tal, Kabul, to the southern city of Kandahar.  The 
buses were traveling one behind the other from 
Kabul to Kandahar when the accident happened, 
according to Mohammadullah Ahmadi, director 
of the provincial traffic department. He blamed 
the crash on reckless driving.
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THE authorities in  Thai-
land, who previously de-

clared that marking a poten-
tially illegal Facebook post 
with a “Like” could be cause 
for arrest, have charged a 
dissident’s mother for failing 
to rebut a Facebook message 
that allegedly defamed the 
country’s royal family.

Police on Saturday sought 
to defend the arrest of Pat-
naree Chankij for allegedly 
violating the law on lese 
majeste — defaming the mo-
narchy — and the Computer 
Crime Act. They told repor-
ters they had other evidence 
against her, but would not 
give details.

The group Thai Lawyers 
for Human Rights, which 
is defending both Patnaree 
and her son, said Friday 
that the police allege that 
the 40-year-old widow and 
mother of three failed to 
condemn a message she was 
sent by a man recently char-
ged with lese majeste, which 
is punishable by three to 15 
years in prison.

Patnaree’s son, Sirawith 
Seritiwat, is a leader of a 
small group of activists who 
have repeatedly staged de-
monstrations against  Thai-
land’s  repressive military 
junta, which took power in 
May 2014 after toppling an 
elected government. He has 
been detained and arrested 
numerous times.

His mother’s arrest was 
widely seen as a way of pu-

tting pressure on him. The 
complaint against Patnaree 
was filed with police by the 
military.

“The Thai junta has sunk 
to a new low by charging 
an activist’s mother under 
the ‘insulting the monarchy’ 
law, which has been syste-
matically abused to silence 
critics,” said Brad Adams, 
Asia director at Human Ri-
ghts Watch. “Prosecuting 
someone for her vague res-
ponse to a Facebook mes-
sage is just the junta’s latest 
outrageous twist of the lese 
majeste law.”

The police charge sheet, 
posted by her lawyers, alle-
ged that in an online dialo-
gue that allegedly touched 
on the monarchy, Patnaree 
— under the name “Nueng-
nuch Charnkij” — used the 
Thai word “ja,” which com-
monly would be understood 
as an acknowledgment ra-
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Five years 
to upgrade Macau
Macau’s first five-year plan is out and open to 

public debate and suggestions during the so-
called consultation period. This is a superbly 
ambitious and comprehensive roadmap as it 
gives both the guidelines to upgrade MSAR to 
a world hub for tourism and leisure and at the 
same time inspires and encourages our society 
to engage and take a far more proactive role.

The actual draft has been prepared from 
the preliminary plan disclosed late last year 
(incorporating Central Government ideas on 
Macau’s role in the Pan-River Delta Region). 
Despite re-arranging the seven major targets 
plus delivering a heavy infrastructure brief of 
four major areas (strategies, people’s life, de-
velopment and good governance) CE advisor 
Lei Ngan Leng revealed the plan to be only a 
“semi-completed version.”

Lei Ngan Leng’s evaluation apparently pro-
poses to underline the preparedness of the 
Committee for Development for Tourism and 
Leisure to consider and eventually integrate 
suggestions emanating from the community. 

However, this candid invitation to contribute 
to a completed version, or more complete, at 
least, can be easily misunderstood through a 
pair of twisted interpretations. On one hand, the 
five-year plan somewhat duplicates the year-
ly government sectorial guidelines, minus the 
budget… implying, if not duplicity, clear redun-
dancy... in terms of policy. On the second hand, 
the plan’s sketchy scope and its five-year span 
imitates a patchwork quilt. 

For example, it is immaterial if the five-year 
plan calls unequivocally for land and urban 
planning.  There is no Urban Master Plan, and 
until MSAR has one, life goes on as a pat-
chwork of cases perfectly legal, like the outra-
geous 100-meter tall Coloane Hill project. No 
wonder that the plan outlines a call to the gover-
nment in order to reform the old quarters and 
also build new urban areas. Do they care that 
there is no urban master plan? Is it possible to 
go ahead and do it? Yes.  

The patchwork factor is not the exclusive do-
main of the construction industry. The five-year 
plan also mentions the level environmental pro-
tection as an important feature of a city with 
modern living conditions. In 2015, according to 
Statistics Bureau, demographics (population 
density) increased by more than 20 thousand 
per Km2, domestic and commercial waste 
grew by 4.6% and 1.3%. The incineration plant 
burned another 11% of solid waste. Cars and 
other vehicles kept piling up… but believe it or 
not, in terms of air quality, the roadside station 
of Rua do Campo registered an additional 84 
days of “GOOD” air quality compared with the 
previous year, up to an amazing 221 good-air 
quality days.

However, the Environmental Protection Bu-
reau took the opportunity presented by the Ear-
th Day to disclose an obligatory survey about 
environmental awareness and environmental 
satisfaction. 

E pur si muove! The Environmental Bureau 
report acknowledges that air quality increa-
sed slightly, and announced they will prepare 
a comprehensive regulation to address the air 
quality.

Finally, as an example of the patchwork way 
of doing things, we should consider odd that 
Secretary Chan believes the legislation on the 
extradition treaty with the Hong Kong SAR will 
be applied retroactively, together with other 
surgical interventions. When the time comes 
to sow the loose pieces of law and regulation 
unto a nice patchwork, then it will be possible 
to have a new glimpse of the bulk of the legis-
lation.

One final note dedicated to a little something 
that could change the landscape. The Sports 
Bureau and the Tourism Department are about 
to introduce recreational water vehicles on the 
Nam Van Lakes: Pedal Boats.
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ther than an endorsement.
The police alleged that her 

use of the word showed that 
she agreed with the post, 
which police declared “can 
be harmful to the Kingdom’s 
security and stability ...”

“If Nuengnuch disagreed 
with his post, Nuengnuch 
should condemn or stop him 
from posting such a messa-
ge. Instead, she replied ‘Ja’ 
to him, which means that 
she agrees with him.”

Thai media reported that 
Patnaree’s home in a Ban-
gkok suburb was raided ear-
ly Saturday afternoon and 
computers were taken away.

Her arrest is the latest in a 
series that began last month 
for people who posted on-
line material critical of the 
country’s ruling junta and its 
policies. Several arrests have 
also been based on texts 
sent privately over Facebook 
Messenger, causing alarm 
that users’ privacy is being 
violated.

Users are also disturbed 
that Facebook has blocked 
a site that allegedly mocked 
the monarchy, the first time 
it appears to have done so 
in  Thailand. The page redi-
rects to an announcement 
that it is blocked to be in 
compliance with Thai law. 
In response to the Facebook 
issues, several activists have 
started a campaign to stop 
using the huge social ne-
twork in favor of a competi-
tor. AP

Eastern Sports Club head coach Chan Yuen-ting (second from left), celebrates with her players after 
winning the Hong Kong Premier League title in Hong Kong, Saturday, May 7. At age 27, Chan is younger 

than several of the players she coaches at Eastern Sports Club yet she has already secured a unique 
place for herself in football history by becoming the first woman to lead a men’s team to a top-division 

national championship. 
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USA Donald Trump 
won’t have to go on 
trial over allegations his 
namesake university 
cheated students in 
California, Florida and 
New York at the same 
time he’s running for 
president of the United 
States. A federal judge 
in San Diego ordered 
that the jury trial on 
behalf of thousands of 
former Trump University 
students will start Nov. 
28, 20 days after the 
presidential election.

INDONESIA Seventeen 
passengers and crew 
were injured when a Hong 
Kong Airlines’ flight ran 
into severe turbulence 
early Saturday on the way 
from Indonesia’s resort 
Bali island to Hong Kong. 
More on p11

PHILIPPINE voters 
head to the polls in 
a hotly contested 
election that’s seen 
Rodrigo Duterte, the 
controversial mayor of 
Davao City, propelled 
to the front of the pack 
with his tough talk to 
combat crime and deal 
with traffic-clogged 
roads.  More on p13

IRAQ Officials say 
multiple attacks in and 
around Iraq have killed 
at least 12 people. Police 
say the deadliest in 
yesterday’s attacks was 
in Baghdad’s western 
suburb of Abu Ghraib 
when a suicide bomber 
blew up himself outside 
a funeral tent for the wife 
of a local official, killing 
three policemen and 
two civilians. At least 16 
others were wounded in 
that attack.

EGYPT Gunmen opened 
fire on a minibus filled 
with plainclothes 
policemen south of 
Cairo, killing eight 
and undercutting the 
government’s efforts to 
stamp out violence and 
revive investment. The 
attackers stopped the 
police van in the city of 
Helwan, then sprayed it 
with bullets before fleeing 
the scene. More on p14

Thai authorities arrest 
dissident’s mom for 
online inaction 

In this May 25, 2012 file photo, 
Thai King Bhumibol Adulyadej  
(center front) is pushed on a 
wheelchair
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