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money laundering 
departments 
The Monetary Authority of 
Singapore will set up dedicated 
departments to combat money 
laundering P10 ANALYSIS P7

CHINA-GERMANY 
Beijing recognizes 
European concerns 
about overcapacity 
in its steel sector, 
but believes that is a 
symptom of the falloff 
in global demand, 
Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang says to visiting 
German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel.  
More on p11

CHINA 29-year-old 
inveterate gambler 
is the main suspect 
in a small explosion 
at Shanghai’s main 
international airport 
that injured four people, 
police say. More on p11

JApAN Four people 
foraging for edible 
wild plants or bamboo 
shoots were killed 
in bear attacks in a 
small area of northern 
Japan in three weeks, 
police said yesterday, 
and authorities are 
warning people to 
take precautions. The 
bodies of the three men 
and one woman had 
bites and scratches 
presumably made by 
“a large animal,” police 
said. 

THAILAND A domestic 
airline in Thailand 
apologizes after three 
friends of a pilot joked 
in a group chat about 
crashing the plane he 
was going to fly with 
former Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra on 
board. 

pAKISTAN-
AFGHANISTAN 
Pakistani and Afghan 
border guards 
exchange gunfire at a 
crossing between the 
two countries, leaving 
one guard dead and 17 
wounded on both sides, 
officials say. 

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

 P6

shenzhen figured out the futurenon-mandatory provident 
fund goes to vote 
The draft law on the Non-Mandatory 
Central Provident Fund Scheme has 
been forwarded to the Legislative 
Assembly for further vote

#Macau reaches 1.6 million posts 
on Instagram  P4-5 MDT REPORT

LEGiSLATivE ELECTioN LAw AMENdMENT

New Macau calls for 
AL candidate equality
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um nursery expected to open 
before 2017

A new nursery planned 
for the University of Macau 
(UM) campus, has been 
set to open at the earliest 
by the end of this year, as 
announced by the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS). Ap-
proximately 200 positions 
will be provided following 
its opening, all available 

to Macau residents and to 
staff and students of UM. 
Currently, there are around 
1,500 staff and more than 
3,400 postgraduate stu-
dents at UM. Once the 
nursery initiates its opera-
tion it will become one of 
the largest nurseries in the 
city, according to IAS. 
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In an initiative from the Office for the Development of the Energy Sector (GDSE) included in the “Energy 
Conservation Week,” a group of public and private buildings and facilities which also included the three 
bridges connecting the peninsula to Taipa island, turned off their lights for 1 hour between 8.30 and 9.30 
p.m. last evening. The initiative aimed to raise the population’s awareness of the need of preserve energy 
resources through a more rational use of them. The government department also requested all people 
to symbolically join the initiative by turning off all their unnecessary lighting. GDSE said in a statement 
that initiatives like the “Energy Conservation Week” aim to “promote energy conservation and raise 
awareness in citizens of the benefits of energy saving.

ONE SHOT NEWS

Renato Marques

A casino dealer was arres-
ted on Sunday for the 

possession of two prohibited 
weapons - penknives with bla-
de lengths of 9 and 12 centi-
meters, the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) informed 
yesterday in press conference.

The police received a call 
from a citizen, calling them 
to Rua Central of Areia Preta 
around 5.30 p.m. saying that 
there was a suspicious man 
wandering the street.

As PSP officers arrived at 
the scene, they found the man 
and questioned him about his 
behavior. As his explanation 
was not convincing, the offi-
cers performed a body sear-
ch, finding the two penknives 
in one of his pockets.

When questioned about the 
weapons, the man said he 
bought them around 3 years 
ago for MOP400 in a shop of 

CRiME

A set of penknives as ‘croupier tools’
military products.

The man claimed to always 
carry the knives as they were 
“essential for the performing 
of his job.”

Further investigation by the 
police found that the man was 
in fact a “croupier” in one of 
the local casinos, and thus 
was unable to justify in what 
way the knives were neces-

sary for performing his job. 
He was arrested for posses-
sion of prohibited weapons 
and presented to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) yes-
terday.

In a separate case, the PSP 
said they arrested a 27-year- 
old Macau resident for alle-
gedly employing an illegal 
worker.

The authorities intercepted 
the man as he was reentering 
the territory by the border 
gate cross-point on Sunday  
afternoon.

Questioned by the police, he 
claimed to be totally unawa-
re that the man he admittedly 
employed to perform renova-
tion works in one commer-
cial unit was in fact an illegal 

worker.
The resident said the worker 

was recommended to him by 
a friend and there was no rea-
son for suspicion, as his re-
quested salary was equivalent 
to all the local workers in the 
field.

He was also presented to 
MP yesterday, accused of em-
ploying the illegal worker.

Mainland merchant allegedly scammed RMB450,000 

A small businessman from Zhuhai 
trying to supply farm products to 

Macau was fooled by a friend into paying 
the amount of RMB450,000 (almost 
MOP550,000) while trying to acquire 
a license for trade, the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) said yesterday. The issue started in 
April when the victim, a 46-year-old man 
from Zhuhai came to Macau in the com-
pany of a friend, also from the mainland. 
The idea of the victim, a small entrepre-
neur in the farm products business, was 

to know how he could start to supply the 
territory with his products.

With that intention, the victim and 
the suspect visited the Nam Yue Supply 
Market where he learned he needed to 
apply for a supplier license.

The suspect quickly offered to take care 
of the matter for his friend as he appa-
rently  often visited Macau.

The victim accepted his friend’s offer 
and on June 2 they returned to Macau 
to work on the procedures. It was at that 

time that the victim gave the money to 
his friend.

After receiving the money, the sus-
pect vanished, unable to be found at the 
apartment where he was supposed to be 
residing in Macau. The victim then filed a 
complaint with the PJ.

On June 8 while trying to exit from 
Macau, the suspect was intercepted and 
handed over to the PJ. When questioned, 
he admitted to having gambled all the 
money.

The Holy House of 
Mercy is set to laun-

ch a new nursery facility 
next school year, with at 
least one English-lan-
guage teaching room, 
at the former Red Cross 

EduCATioN 

Holy House of Mercy to open new nursery
facilities located close to 
the Sai Van Lake. Por-

tuguese language rooms 
will depend on the num-

ber of candidates.
Although Holy House 

had acquired the space 
in March, director Isa-
bel Marreiros explained 
that the renovation pro-
ject is set to start only 
now, following a delay as 
the tenant had “trouble” 
moving out.

A TDM English report 
indicated that the Holy 
House of Mercy nursery 
in NAPE, currently ac-
commodating over 250 
children, is divided into 
11 groups; two in English 
language, one in Portu-
guese and the remaining 
in Chinese.

Marreiros also revealed 
that as the nursery re-
ceived a vast number of 

applications, it was unab-
le to admit all applicants 
for the new school year.

“This year at the Holy 
House nursery, we had 
2,400 applications. We 

had only 120 openings 
for the new school year,” 
said the director.

Meanwhile Isabel Mar-
reiros said the renova-
tion plan includes rooms 
for English and Chinese 
languages. “If there are 
enough candidates in 
Portuguese language to 
set up a group, then we 
will also open a Portu-
guese-language room,” 
she clarified.

As the recruitment and 
training procedures for 
the new nursery have 
been ongoing, the report 
claimed the nursery plan 
to hire some 25 workers 
including teachers and 
administrative staff.
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neral to Hong Kong and 
Macau has announced 
that Kurt Tong, from the 

U.S. Department of State, has 
been appointed as the next U.S. 
consul general to both adminis-
trative regions, succeeding Clif-
ford Hart in August. 

Tong, a Mandarin and Japa-
nese speaker, is currently the 
principal deputy assistant se-
cretary for the Department of 
State’s Bureau of Economic and 
Business Affairs, making him a 
high-ranking official responsible 
for the Department’s economic 
affairs.

Prior to his time in Tokyo where 
he served as the deputy chief of 
mission and Charge d’Affaires, 

Washington names new US consul 
general to Hong Kong and Macau

the diplomat was also the U.S. 
ambassador to the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC), 
where he was responsible for 
managing U.S. involvement in 
transnational organization.

The incoming consul general 

who has been a diplomat sin-
ce 1990, was greatly involved in 
Taiwan’s application to join the 
U.S.-supported Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) in addition to 
earlier postings in Beijing, Seoul 
and Manila.

According to a report by Apple 
Daily, Tong said Hong Kong 
should assess whether or not it 
should join the TPP, as the city 
had not shown interest in joining 
the U.S. trade partnership.  Tong 
stressed that TPP member sta-
tes would be attentive if Hong 
Kong showed interest, since the 
region has long been a member 
of APEC.

A Hong-Kong based diplomat 
from a country which is a close 
ally of the U.S. thinks Tong is not 
a “China expert,” but stressed 
that the appointment showed 
that Washington chooses to fo-
cus on trade with Hong Kong, 
due to its acknowledgement of 
Tong’s economic background.

Meanwhile, comparisons have 

already been made between 
Tong and Hart, stressing that the 
current consul general had seve-
ral postings in Hong Kong before 
taking his post as top envoy, and 
had represented the U.S. in the 
six-party talks on North Korea’s 
nuclear program.

Hart has also been frequently 
praised by netizens for speaking 
fluent Cantonese, most recently 
at the dragon boat competition 
in Stanley which he officiated last 
week.

Although Hart has yet to reveal 
his plans after stepping down 
from his current post, he revea-
led to South China Morning Post 
last year that there is a possibili-
ty he will stay in the diplomatic 
service. 

Kurt Tong 
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usually i 
post two 
times a day 
in a story 
telling way. 
one in the 
morning on 
my way to 
work, and 
another on 
the evening 
on my return 
home.

VARUN THoTA

Renato Marques

Ac c o r d i n g 
to Instagram’s 
statistics from 
S e p t e m b e r 

2015, over 400 million 
people use the social 
media platform, whi-
ch shares more than 80 
million photos per day.

The venture of creating 
a social media platform 
based on images took 
co-founders Kevin Sys-
trom and Mike Krieger 
on a journey that they 
said had already far ex-
ceeded their initial ex-
pectations.

“While milestones like 
this [over 400 million 
users] are important, 
what really excites us 
is the way that visual 
communication makes 
the world feel a little bit 
smaller to every one of 
us,” they said in a offi-
cial statement.

According to Insta-
gram Company, more 
than 75 percent of peo-
ple using the app live 
outside the US, with half 
of the last 100 million to 
join coming from Euro-
pe and Asia.

According to the same 
source, the countries 
with more Instagram-
mers for the time being 
are Japan and Indonesia.

As is also the case with 
many other social media 
platforms, Instagram is 
currently blocked in 
mainland China under 
the rules implemented 
by the Ministry of Public 
Security, the so-called 
“Great Firewall of Chi-
na,” that prevents access 
to websites considered 
dangerous for Chinese 
citizens.

In Macau, the num-
ber of Instagram users 

Number of Instagram users   growing fast in Macauis growing quickly, with 
the Macau hashtag rea-
ching around 1.6 million 
posts on the platform.

Among many of the 
users, especially long-
term users, are creative 
people, designers, pho-
tographers, architects as 
well as some new com-
panies and local busi-
nesses.

The Times spoke with 
some local Instagram 
users, like Varun Thota 
(username: @vnthota) 
who is a product desig-
ner. Mr Thota’s work re-
quires him to move be-
tween Macau and Hong 
Kong and this constant 
travel makes his lifes-
tyle quite “fast-paced”; 
#photography #design 
#fitness #technology 
and #innovation are his 
favorite hashtags.

Varun started to use 
Instagram back in 2010, 
making him one of the 
first to try the app. Given 
the fact that he works in 
the field and is a self-
confessed fan of techno-
logy, he was “pushed” to 
try it. 

In 2012, Varun learned 
about the “Instamee-
ts,” meetings between 
Instagrammers, usually 
to develop an idea or to 
go around together to 
take photographs. From 
there, his interest in the 
platform grew.

Although he admits 
that his account ‘look’ 
changed over the time, 
Varun says that his Ins-
tagram “is still about the 
photography and about 
the place he lives in or he 
is visiting, mostly Hong 
Kong and Macau.” When 
he uses the app he tries 
to capture a moment that 
he liked and witnessed. 

At the same time, Ins-

tagram for him became 
“a creative tool, and a 
way to express myself 
with no constraints.” 

Although there are “no 
constraints” in terms of 
creation, the designer 
does follow a kind of 
“routine” for his posts. 
“Usually I post two times 
a day in a story telling 
way. One in the morning 
on my way to work, and 
another on the evening 
on my return home.”

In the search for better 
quality and to improve 
the look of his “Insta-
gram feed” he also deci-

ded to recently put down 
the mobile phone and 
start to use a camera. As 
he mentioned, the fact 
that he started working 
for brands was also a 
decisive factor in that 
choice for the “pursuit of 
higher quality images.”

With about 73,200 
people following his ac-
count, Varun says the 
reasons for having so 
many people “following” 
are usually related to 
two things: first, the le-
vel of interaction with 
the community, and se-
cond, with the highlight 

that the same commu-
nity gives of what you 
do. “There are meetups 
in Hong Kong, there are 
meetups in Macau, I talk 
to people, I share my 
views in comments and 
that helps to build up 
[followers].”

The owner of #my-
toyplane, a series of pho-
tographs where a flying 
airplane is the center
-piece and portrayed like 
a toy in which a layer 
effect is used to create 
the illusion of real in-
teraction, considers his 
turning point when Ins-
tagram started to feature 
him on their website as 

a potentially interesting 
account to follow. “That 
was the boom. Either 
way, it is really hard to 
know who is actually 
following and why, apart 
from the friends. Most of 
the other followers are 
suggestions from other 
users. I was suggested a 
couple of times by diffe-
rent users.”

Regarding the adverti-
sing system that is com-
monly seen in the app, 
Varun says Instagram 
is “for sure one of the 
methods of advertising 
products that companies 
should look into. It’s a 
very different type of ad-
vertising, more targeted 
and choosing the photo-
graphers by their style. 
I think artistically it can 
really help the brand to 
expand.”

@eloadefly is the ac-
count name of another 
of the popular local Ins-
tagrammers. Eloa is an 
architecture student in 
Macau with a great inte-
rest in photography re-
lated to architecture and 
urban landscapes.

Eloa sees himself and 
a “tester,” someone that 
nurtures an interest in 
new things, exploring 
new possibilities, in par-
ticular on social media 
platforms.

After he heard about 
Instagram and its 
growing popularity 
approximately four years 
ago, he started to use the 

Va
ru

n
 t

h
ot

a

Va
ru

n
 t

h
ot

a



tue 14.06.2016

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

  

 
Anyone 
with tens of 
thousands 
of followers, 
in reality 
doesn’t have 
that many. 
on average 
about 5 
percent of 
the total 
amount are 
actually real 
followers.

ELoA

Number of Instagram users   growing fast in Macau

app. “Like any typical 
person I started to use it 
randomly, minus the sel-
fies,” he told the Times.

“I was mostly taking 
pictures of things that 
I found interesting un-
til one weekend I was 
looking for things to do 
in Hong Kong and I saw 
there was an ‘Instameet’ 
to meet people with this 
interest and go to a few 
places to take photos. I 
decided to attend that 
meeting where there 
were about forty people, 
three of them from Ma-
cau.”

The organizers of these 
‘Instameeets’ found the 
idea interesting and de-
cided that the next one 
would take place in Ma-
cau. “Since then we have 
been in touch and mee-
ting more people and or-
ganizing and attending 
Instameets everywhere 
possible,” Eloa said. “As 
things get more serious 
and people start to look 
more to your account 
you start to filter thin-
gs, get rid of things that 
don’t look so good and 
add new ones with be-
tter quality. The more 
you surround yourself 
with interesting people 
the more you evolve,” he 
said.

Initially, Eloa’s ac-
count was very private 
but things evolved as he 
began to be approached 
by brands that were inte-
rested in marketing him. 

“Things stopped being 
that personal.” Nowa-
days Eloa considers his 
account a “public plat-
form and a portfolio.” 

The 29,400 followers 
of Eloa’s account means 
little in his opinion: 
“Instagram has the stra-
tegy of suggesting users 
to new accounts or peo-
ple that might be inte-
rested and through that 
you get easily thousands 
of followers.”

How many of these 
are the so-called “ghost 
followers”? Eloa has his 
own belief on the figures, 

saying “anyone with tens 
of thousands of followers 
in reality doesn’t have 
that many. In average 
you have about 5 percent 
of the total amount are 
actually real followers 
that would probably in-
teract with you or really 
be interested in what 
you are doing.”

Another of the issues 
regarding followers is 
that “people are actually 
purchasing followers,” 
which in his opinion is 
the worst part of the Ins-
tagram community.

As for his posts, Eloa 

says that he always tries 
to portray his side of the 
story, his view of a place 
or event, which most of 
the time does not match 
with the “tourism ima-
ge” of Macau that people 
are used to seeing. “It’s 
a personal perspective. 
I want people to be able 
to see what place where 
I’m standing really looks 
like. That is actually 
what interests me also 
in the accounts that I 
follow.”

“I use other people’s ac-
counts to travel by them 
maybe, to places that 

I might never have the 
chance to visit or live in. I 
try to get that perspective 
from a local.”

Similarly to Varun, Eloa 
steered away from mo-
bile phone camera and 
looked for something 
“more professional.” He 
made the decision after 
his first exhibition of 
his photographs when 
he realized that he nee-
ded a camera capable of 
capturing higher quality 
images. “The phone has 
advantages as it always 
travels with you, but if 
you are really interested 
in getting quality you 
need to shoot with a real 
camera,” he said.

Regarding the adverti-
sing on Instagram, Eloa 
said that there are good 
and bad sides of it: “It is 
good because people get 
to be paid for their work 
and for their skills, many 
times by the offering of 
gears and equipment 
that are expensive if you 
need to buy them. On 
the [other] hand, is the 
fact that all of it’s beco-
ming [commercial], the 
passion is disappearing 
and the idea of being 
able to share a moment 
and the passion for pho-
tography is disappearing 
in exchange for such a 
business. It’s getting 
too commercial […] But 
I think it’s mostly good 
for companies to un-
derstand that nowadays 
things are not always 
about banners hanging 
on buildings. Social me-
dia is really powerful 
and is something that 
you need to tap into.”

To learn more about 
the commercial opportu-
nities afforded by social 
media, the Times spoke 
to Phoebe Lai, partner 

at the local shop selling 
whole foods and cold 
pressed juices. The shop 
has its own Instagram 
account @greensmacau, 
using it to promote awa-
reness of the products 
they carry.

 “We have been using 
Instagram since we ope-
ned about 2 years ago 
and we feel that  [it] is 
really beneficial to have 
it because our business 
is all about being fresh, 
colorful and healthy 
and that is the idea we 
convey with our layout 
being colorful and ener-
getic,” Phoebe Lai said.

“Our ‘feed’ is much 
more like a lifestyle, 
where we show the pro-
ducts in a way of infor-
ming about them and 
interest people to enroll 
on healthy living and if 
they do, they will come 
to the shop to try it,” she 
added.

Another of the particu-
larities of Greens’ Insta-
gram is that the photos 
try to portray a little 
of Macau, often being 
taken in a city landmark.

Phoebe Lai explained 
that this is due to the 
fact that the shop is so 
close to Macau herita-
ge that they try to take 
advantage of that cross- 
promotion, use of colors, 
and sunlight.

The businesswoman 
sees advantages in the 
simplicity of the Insta-
gram feed that shows 
only images and that 
can easily be filtered 
via hashtags. She added 
that this “helps to keep 
people more focused on 
what they are looking for 
and not so messy like in 
Facebook where every-
thing mixes together. 
We find it a great tool.”
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The main idea 
of having a cap 
on expenditure 
is to make 
it equal for 
candidates to 
run for office.

JASoN CHAo

Sharp decline 
in MICE events
A total of 191 MICE events were held 
in the first quarter of 2016, down 
by 20 year-on-year. Information 
released yesterday by the Statistics 
and Census Service indicates that 
the total number of participants and 
attendees decreased by 50.4 percent 
to 124,960. There were 187 meetings 
and conferences held in the first 
quarter, down by 7 percent year-
on-year; the number of participants 
dropped by 28.7 percent to 15,457. 
The average duration of the meetings 
and conferences was 2 days and 
total floor area used was 74,876 m2. 
Concurrently, 4 exhibitions were held, 
down by 6 year-on-year.

Tourist arrivals 
grew 10.44 percent 
during Dragon Boat 
Festival
Immigration authorities recorded 
a total of 1,838,717 crossings at the 
checkpoints of Macau during the 
Dragon Boat Festival (between 9 and 
12 June), Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) revealed yesterday. The total 
number of arrivals stood at 920,027, 
with 626,996 tourists arriving to 
Macau, representing a 10.44 percent 
growth. Regarding the total number 
of arrivals, 677,709 were logged at the 
Border-gate. The local airport received 
35,725. Some 87,494 entrances took 
place at the Macau Ferry Terminal. 
Taipa Ferry Terminal received 
55,589 arrivals. The total number of 
departures was of 918,690. Of those, 
690,171 occurred at the border-gate, 
while 84,648 and 45,088 took place at 
the Macau Ferry Terminal and Taipa 
Ferry Terminal.

Rosário school 
to close
The Escola do Santíssimo Rosário 
Diocese de Macau will no longer 
operate starting from the next 
academic year, as announced by 
Diocese de Macau. Currently, there 
are around 130 staff and students 
in the school. The Diocese of Macau 
promised to relocate students to other 
institutions so that they may continue 
their studies. According to the Diocese 
of Macau, the school had been facing 
a problem in attracting new students. 
In the last academic year, the school 
only had a total of 60 students. Some 
year levels were even missing due to 
the shortage of students. Escola do 
Santíssimo Rosário Diocese de Macau 
was established in 1954. 

Mozart, 
Tchaikovsky concert 
on Friday
The Macau Orchestra will present the 
chamber music concert “Serenade 
Romance” at Dom Pedro V Theatre on 
June 17 at 8 p.m. The concert features 
two serenades offering the audience 
“an evening of refined romantic 
music” according to organizers. The 
concert program will feature Mozart’s 
Serenade No. 12 for Winds in C Minor, 
characterized by its distinct style, 
as well as Tchaikovsky’s Serenade 
for Strings in C Major, one of the 
composer’s most famous pieces. 

Daniel Beitler

The New Macau Asso-
ciation (ANM) presented 

their consolidated suggestions 
from the consultation period 
for the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) Election Law amend-
ment, which concluded on 
June 5.

Yesterday ANM presented 
three suggestions centered on 
the idea of greater equality for 
candidates during the AL elec-
tion campaigning period. Spe-
cifically, these addressed the 
issue of selective campaigning 
on the premise of educational 
institutes, the government’s 
decision to halt the distribu-
tion of propaganda material 
from all groups to the electo-
rate (before the campaign pe-
riod), and an empowerment 
of supervisory bodies monito-
ring the expenditure of candi-
dates.

During yesterday’s presen-
tation ANM president Scott 
Chiang and vice president 
Jason Chao explicitly recog-
nized that the objective on the 
consultation does not include 
a revision to the composition 
of deputies in the AL. As such, 
although New Macau main-
tains that neither appointed 
nor indirectly elected seats 
should continue to exist, they 
are not including criticism of 
the system in their scrutiny of 
the proposed amendment.

“We have to make it clear 
that this is not about the 
composition of the AL,” said 
Chiang, “even though those 
seats are not good for demo-
cracy or for representing the 
majority of citizens.”

However, the call for greater 
democratization in the MSAR 
was echoed throughout New 
Macau’s other suggestions for 
the electoral law amendment. 

With regard to the proposed 
changes to the expenditure 
caps of candidates, ANM in-
dicated that they welcome the 
decision by the government to 
lower the limit, but insisted 
that auditors and supervisory 
bodies need to be both em-
powered to act, and obligated 
to investigate.

“The main idea of having a 
cap on expenditure is to make 
it equal for candidates to run 
for office regardless of the re-
sources that one has… one 
shouldn’t get an upper hand 
in the elections through ha-
ving more resources,” said Ja-
son Chao.

The current system of repor-
ting and auditing is “too passi-
ve in fighting evasion of spen-
ding,” the New Macau leaders 

Jason Chao (left) and Scott Chiang

AL ELECTioN LAw AMENdMENT

New Macau calls for greater 
candidate equality in elections

asserted. 
Under the existing system, 

candidates are required to 
register expenditure that has 
been used for promotional 
activities during the campaig-
ning period. However, New 
Macau claim that third parties 
with connections to certain 
candidates will often host and 
fund events which indirectly 
promote individuals standing 
for office.

The association wants to in-
clude such third party events 
in relevant candidate’s expen-
diture allowance, as is the case 
in Hong Kong, which they su-
ggest should be paired with 
greater investigative powers 
for monitoring bodies.

“Supervisory committees in 

this respect should have both 
the duty and the means to in-
vestigate,” said Chiang. “It is 
too easy to dodge the regula-
tions in Macau right now, and 
that can’t be stopped unless 
we spell it out in the law.”

Furthermore, the group ar-
gued that if government agen-
cies or the Macau Foundation 
subsidize any such promotio-
nal activity, the host should be 
penalized for an abuse of pu-
blic funding.

With regard to the alleged 
selective bias of education ins-
titutes, ANM are calling for ei-
ther an “open door” policy or a 
“closed door” policy.

They suggest that education 
institutes “running on public 
funding may allow activity of 
candidates in the campaign 
period on the basis that all 
candidates can enjoy the same 
treatment.” Alternatively, they 
suggest that the organization 
may be permitted to choose 
not to allow such campaigning 
activity at all.

“We want an open door or a 
closed door policy, but it needs 
to be equal for all,” said Jason 
Chao. “We need to be explicit 
about a requirement for equal 
opportunity [in the law] and a 
criminal penalty should be in-
troduced [for violators].”

Chao added that Macau 
Conscience, an activist orga-
nization co-founded by Chao, 
had previously requested the 
open door policy, addressing 
among others, Hou Kong 
School. However, their letters 
went unanswered. 

“One school complained to 
the government,” explained 
Chiang. “They [the school] 
said that the effort to expose 
the school and its practices 
was, in itself, an election pro-
motion activity… which is hi-
larious.”

The third suggestion concer-
ns the government’s decision 
to stop printing and sending to 
every member of the electora-
te, the combined political pla-
tform of all groups. Campaign 
groups spend more money and 
effort trying to reach the same 
audience without the assistan-
ce of the government, which 
does little to reduce waste in 
the territory, ANM claim.

They propose that either the 
government restores its pre-
vious practice of printing and 
distributing material from all 
groups, or they provide the 
address information for eli-
gible voters. They are keen to 
stress that other private in-
formation would be withheld 
from the groups in question.

ANM: ‘Too early’ to 
consider 2017 election

Asked about the association’s plans 
for the 2017 Legislative Assembly 

(AL) election, vice president Jason Chao 
said it is “still far too early” for New Macau 
to make any serious decisions. 

“It is too early to say whether anyone 
[from the association] will stand in the 
election… you only need to declare can-
didacy three months before the election,” 
Chao told the Times.

In the 2013 AL election, ANM secured 
two out of the 14 directly elected seats. 
One of these however, affiliated lawmaker 
Au Kam San, distanced himself from the 
organization earlier this year.

“We [ANM] will have an internal election 
in a few months where a new president 
may be elected and the direction and po-
licy of the group will be decided,” added 
Chao.
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According to information 
from the government’s Official 

Gazette (BO) published yesterday, 
the company WABAG Water Ser-
vices (Macao) Ltd will continue to 
operate the Coloane’s Wastewater 
Treatment Plant until at least 2018. 
The Chief Executive (CE) order No 
175/2016 that determines the provi-
sion of “Operation and Maintenance of 
Coloane Wastewater Treatment Plant” 
for the company also states that in to-
tal this service will cost the government 

WABAG gets over MOP85 million 
to operate wastewater plant

MOP85.12 million.
This amount will be assigned to the 

service provider in yearly amounts 
with the largest share reserved for the 
year of 2017 (MOP44 million). This 
year, the company will receive a total 
of MOP33.70 million. In 2018 the com-
pany will get only MOP7.42 million.

According to information from the 
company that has been operating the 
treatment plant since 2008, the plant is 
capable of handling 130,000 cbm/d of 
wastewater. RM

The “Project Manage-
ment and Inspection 

Services” of the Islands 
Health Services Complex 
will cost the MSAR a to-
tal of MOP197.6 million.

The information was 
disclosed in a notice in 
the Official Gazette (BO) 
published yesterday. The 
BO indicates that the 
company which will pro-
vide the referred services 
from this year until 2019 
will be the Hong Kong- 
based Aecom Asia Com-

Islands Hospital construction 
site inspection services cost 
MOP197.6 million

pany Limited.
The amount to be recei-

ved by Aecom Asia will be 
split in annual amounts 
over 4 years with the bi-
ggest shares (64 percent) 
to be paid during the 
years of 2017 and 2018, 
amounts of MOP65.6 
million and MOP60.85 
million respectively.

For the first and last sha-
res,  the smaller amoun-
ts of MOP38.4 million 
(2019) and MOP32.74 
million (2016) are reser-

ved.
Aecom Asia Company 

Limited is a well known 
company in the field, 
participating in several 
large-scale projects, in-
cluding the consultan-
cy contract for the HK 
Highways Department 
for the design and cons-
truction of the Tuen 
Mun-Chek Lap Kok Link 
project, which is part of 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge related 
projects. RM

The draft law on the Non
-Mandatory Central Pro-
vident Fund Scheme has 
been forwarded to the 

Legislative Assembly for further 
vote, the president of the Adminis-
tration Council of Social Security 
Fund (FSS), Iong Kong Io, confir-
med yesterday during a press con-
ference at the FSS headquarters. 

According to Iong, it is still uncer-
tain when the scheme will become 
mandatory “as the situation after 
three years is unknown.” The draft 
is expected to be reviewed within 

SeverAl European 
designers who were 

advertised by Miniso as 
part of its workforce (Mi-
niso claimed to have 7 
designers in total, inclu-
ding one Japanese), clai-
med not to have designed 
any products whatsoever 
for the company, accor-
ding to a report by HK01. 

Swedish designer Ola 
Giertz, said that he has 
never designed anything 
for the company. Norwe-
gian designers Jonas Ra-
vlo Stokke and Oystein 
Austad admitted that 
they had been contacted 
by Miniso before. Austad 
said that when he rea-
ched an agreement with 
Miniso, after he sent the 
contract between him 
and the company back to 
China, the contract was 
returned to Europe, and 
that Miniso did not reply 
to his emails questioning 
the reasons behind this 
action. 

Denmark designer Phi-
lip Bro Ludvigsen was 

RETAiL 

Designers claimed not 
to work for Miniso

Iong Kong Io (center)

Non-mandatory 
provident fund 
set for vote 

reportedly contacted by 
Miniso in 2014. He offe-
red some of his sketches 
to the company as a por-
tfolio, and Miniso paid 
him for doing so. He no-
ted that he does not con-
sider Miniso to have done 
anything that could be 
categorized as breaking 
contract. However, he 
said “it’s not nice of them 
to do so,” referring to the 
fact that his name and 
image were advertised as 
part of Miniso’s team of 
designers. 

There are currently 15 
Miniso stores in Hong 
Kong and four in Macau.   

three years of its implementation. 
Last week Leong Heng Teng, 

spokesman for the Executive 
Council (ExCo), indicated that 
40 percent of local companies 
already provide a selection of 
retirement schemes to their em-
ployees. Iong Kong Io corrected 
this yesterday, indicating that 
“there are approximately 11,000 
local employees who have a per-
sonal retirement fund scheme.” 
He hopes to see these employees, 
as well as their employers, ma-
naging to find a fitting personal 

scheme through the central non- 
mandatory central provident 
fund scheme. 

Iong also explained that setting 
the scheme as non-mandatory is 
going to put great pressure upon 
SMEs, “as Macau’s economy is un-
der an adjustment period, and the 
SMEs are having a hard time for 
business.” 

In the first three years in which 
the law will be implemented, em-
ployers can enjoy tax concessions 
from their contributions to the 
schemes.

The draft suggests all Macau 
residents (aged over 18, or who 
have already participated in the 
labor market) are eligible to open 
a central provident fund account. 
Employers as well as employees 
can participate in the scheme vo-
luntarily, based on an agreement 
reached between the two parties.  

Contributions to the fund inclu-
de joint schemes through both the 
employer, as well as personal con-
tribution schemes made by the in-
dividual employee.

The draft law indicates that both 
the employer and employee must 
provide a minimum of five percent 
each of the employee’s monthly 
salary. As to the personal con-
tribution scheme, the minimum 
amount is MOP500 per month. 

If an employee’s salary is less than 
MOP6,240 per month the em-
ployee will not need to contribute to 
the joint scheme. Staff reporter
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Liam Denning

ContrAry to what 
was slurred into your ear 

that one time, what happens in 
Vegas doesn’t always stay in Ve-
gas. Which brings us, of course, 
to utilities.

These traditional refuges of 
widows and orphans aren’t nor-
mally associated with casinos. 
But something strange just ha-
ppened on the strip. Two of its 
bigger denizens, MGM Resorts 
International and Wynn Resor-
ts, decided to ditch their local 
power provider, NV Energy, 
owned by Berkshire Hathaway 
– despite having to collectively 
pay fees of more than USD100 
million to do so. The two casi-
no operators will contract with 
out-of-state providers instead 
and also use distributed sour-
ces such as solar panels - taking 
about 5 percent of NV Energy’s 
sales with them.

Nevada has become some-
thing of a battleground state for 
utilities and those trying to pull 
away from them. But it isn’t alo-
ne. Just last week, Apple filed 
with regulators for permission 
to sell excess power from its 
own solar and other generating 
facilities, stretching from Ca-
lifornia to North Carolina, di-
rectly to customers rather than 
via a traditional utility. Silicon 
Valley neighbor Google already 

OPec predicted that the global 
oil market will be more balan-

ced in the second half of this year 
as demand rises and rival supplies 
falter, echoing views expressed by 
ministers at the group’s meeting 
this month.

The Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries kept estima-
tes for world supply and demand 
in 2016 unchanged in its monthly 
market report. Disruptions in Ni-
geria reduced the group’s output 
to 32.36 million barrels a day 
last month, a little below the 32.6 
million average required to satisfy 
estimated demand in the second 
half.

“The expected improvement in 
global economic conditions should 
result in a more balanced oil market 
toward the end of the year,” the or-
ganization’s Vienna-based research 
department said in a report. “The 
excess supply in the market is likely 
to ease over the coming quarters.”

OPEC sees 
global oil 
market 
balancing 
toward the 
end of 2016

ANALYSiS

Utilities suffer fear and 
loathing in Las Vegas

has a license to trade power.
Finding out that a company 

with so much cash its CEO ac-
tually has to have dinner with 
Carl Icahn is treading on your 
turf is the stuff of nightmares. 
Because even if homeowners 
won’t be getting a (paperless) 
electricity bill from something 
called Apple Energy anytime 
soon, the threat is real. 

In the grand scheme of thin-
gs, even the likes of Apple and 
MGM don’t add up to a lot of 
demand. The problem is that 
the grand scheme of things is 

looking not so grand.
When your market isn’t 

growing, every kilowatt-hour 
matters. Also, if you’re used to 
being a monopoly, like most uti-
lities are, then it comes as shock 
when customers start to cut you 
out of the action.

That’s why there is such an 
intense lobbying battle going 
on between incumbent utilities 
and solar power companies 
trying to break their hold on the 
market. On that front, the re-
cent bankruptcy of SunEdison 
and the struggles of SolarCity 
and its peers suggest the insur-
gency is on the back foot; more 
“Empire Strikes Back” than “A 
New Hope.”

But that would be a short-si-
ghted take in this industry. Te-
chnologies often leave behind 
their pioneers. Your first mobile 
device might have been some 
Motorola flip-phone but, chan-
ces are, you’re reading this on 
an iPhone or something simi-
lar today. Even if today’s solar 
firms don’t make it, the tech-
nology and idea of buying your 

power in a different way from 
the past century is already esta-
blished.  

Indeed, it isn’t renewables per 
se that represent a threat to uti-
lities, which are largely agnos-
tic about what generates the 
power. What matters to utilities 
is who generates, sells and deli-
vers that power to the customer.

MGM’s decision was driven 
in part by a desire to use more 
renewable energy. But Cindy 
Ortega, the company’s chief 
sustainability officer, adds 
that “participating in an open 
[energy] market is better in the 
long term than in a regulated 
market,” giving MGM “greater 
flexibility in how we can mana-
ge our energy in the future.”

You’ll notice that doesn’t 
exactly sound like some tree- 
hugger mantra. Rather, it’s a 
strategic decision encompas-
sing regular corporate prero-
gatives like planning, procu-
rement, and efficiency - which 
also happens to cut directly 
across the traditional utility bu-
siness model. Bloomberg
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 Little more 
than a fishing 
village in 1979, 
[…] Shenzhen 
has since 
grown into a 
megacity of 
more than 11m 
people with a 
GDP five times 
Macau’s
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ChinA's Xi Jinping re-
cently declared that he 

wants China to rank as one of 
the world's most innovative 
countries by 2020 and to top 
the list by mid-century. Going 
by past practice, this proba-
bly means a lot more money 
being poured into dodgy star-
tups and ill-conceived high-
tech schemes. There's a better 
model to be found, however, 
one that's surprisingly close 
to home: the southern boom-
town of Shenzhen.

The city's Nanshan district, 
home to a huge High-Tech In-
dustrial Park, is now China's 
richest, with a higher per ca-
pita GDP than even capitalist 
Hong Kong, just across the 
border. Indeed, Shenzhen's 
rapid success could well be 
more remarkable than the lat-
ter's: Little more than a fishing 
village in 1979, when Deng 
Xiaoping decided to launch 
China's reforms in a special-e-
conomic zone there, Shenzhen 
has since grown into a mega-
city of more than 11 million 
people with a GDP five times 
Macau's. At an average of 
USD727 per square foot, real 
estate prices are higher than 
anywhere in the U.S.; the city 
will soon be home to the wor-
ld’s fourth-largest skyscraper. 
It's little wonder that in 1992, 
when support for his reform 
agenda was flagging, Deng re-
turned to the city to remind 
Chinese of the virtues of en-
trepreneurship and private 
enterprise.

Today some 8,000 tech com-
panies have set up shop in the 
city, including Internet giant 
Tencent and telecommunica-
tions company Huawei Tech-
nologies, as well as the world's 
largest drone maker; the $3 
trillion Shenzhen exchange is 
devoted to high-growth tech 
startups. Beijing Genomics 
International, a public-pri-
vate partnership, provides 
rapid DNA data downloadab-

IndustriAl Securi-
ties Co., a mid-sized 

Chinese brokerage, said 
it was being investigated 
by the securities regula-
tor for a suspected failu-
re to perform its statu-
tory duties.

The China Securities 
Regulatory Commission 
told the firm of the probe 
in a June 12 notice, the 
Fuzhou-based broke-
rage said in an exchan-

SECuRiTiES

Probe of broker comes after 
numbers faked in client’s IPO
ge filing yesterday. The 
company will cooperate 
with regulators and its 
operations are normal, it 
added. A spokeswoman 

declined to comment 
further.

The investigation co-
mes after Dandong 
Xintai Electric Co. said 

June 1 that it had been 
fined 8.32 million yuan 
(USD1.3 million) by the 
CSRC for fabricating fi-
nancial information, in-

cluding in its application 
for an initial public offe-
ring. Industrial Securi-
ties was the underwriter 
for the IPO, which took 

place in 2014.
The brokerage said June 

2 that it had set up a com-
pensation fund to protect 
investors’ interests.

Xintai Electric’s shares 
are suspended in Shen-
zhen. The firm’s false 
numbers spanned ac-
counts receivable, bad-de-
bt provisioning and cash 
from operating activities, 
according to its June 1 sta-
tement. Bloomberg

ANALYSiS

One Chinese city has figured 
out the future: Shenzhen

le anywhere in the world via 
Amazon cloud services. Li-
ghting company LEDSFilm is 
manufacturing the smallest 

and brightest studio and en-
tertainment lights in the wor-
ld.

Not every city in China can 
become Silicon Valley, of 
course. And Shenzhen had a 
particularly good base upon 
which to build, given that the 
surrounding Pearl River Del-
ta is home to the thousands 
of nimble manufacturers that 
assemble most of the world's 
consumer appliances. But the 
city itself has gotten some key 
fundamentals right.  

First and foremost, it's a true 
melting pot. To a far greater 
extent than other Chinese me-
gacities, Shenzhen has eased 
the path for migrant workers 
to become full citizens: Anyo-
ne who buys an apartment is 
entitled to full residency righ-
ts. Ambitious risk-takers from 
around the country flock to 

the city to make their fortunes, 
unencumbered by history.

By contrast, Beijing remains 
the preserve of party elites, 
while Shanghai is notorious 
for shunning outsiders. In 
both cities, bureaucratic infi-
ghting and middle-class resis-
tance continue to hamper ef-
forts to liberalize the "hukou" 
system of household registra-
tion. That condemns low-skil-
led migrants to black-market 
status in areas like education 
and restricts the flow of labor 
to where it can most effecti-
vely help businesses grow. If 
China's cities want to develop 
ambitious, hard-working and 
entrepreneurial work forces, 
they need to do better at wel-
coming newcomers who em-
body those traits.

Second, Shenzhen has crea-
ted the most business-friendly 

environment in China. It's re-
latively easy to set up a com-
pany and to transfer funds 
overseas. The World Bank 
generously estimates it takes 
more than 31 days and 11 di-
fferent procedures to start a 
business in China. Officials in 
Shenzhen's Qianhai Enterpri-
se Zone boast they can register 
a foreign-invested firm in ei-
ght days. Thriving venture ca-
pital and private equity firms 
now fill the city, which helps 
foster risk-taking.

Given its lack of natural re-
sources, Shenzhen has focu-
sed instead on freeing people 
to innovate: Together the go-
vernment and local companies 
invested more than $3 billion 
in R&D last year, nearly 6 per-
cent of GDP; the nationwide 
average is only 2.3 percent. All 
across the city, posters declare 
that "innovation [is] encou-
raged and failure tolerated." 
City officials actively promote 
more open financial markets, 
so that entrepreneurs have an 
easier time tapping funding.

Most importantly, rather 
than heeding government 
diktats about what and how 
much companies should pro-
duce, the city's thriving pri-
vate-sector competes fiercely 
to develop products that can 
survive in a cutthroat market. 
Elsewhere in China, the gover-
nment still coddles state-ow-
ned incumbents despite their 
excessive indebtedness, poor 
record at creating new jobs 
and overall inefficiency.

Finally, in order to thrive, 
new businesses need a solid 
regulatory structure that con-
sistently enforces clear rules. 
Many local lawyers are licen-
sed in both Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong, making cross- 
border agreements easier. A 
local free-trade zone now of-
fers Hong Kong legal adjudi-
cation for companies fearful 
of more capricious mainland 
courts and regulators.   

Deng's reforms in 1979 were 
rooted in a single thought: 
They empowered individuals 
and promoted entrepreneu-
rialism, rather than reinfor-
cing the state-dominated sta-
tus quo. If China truly wants to 
build a 21st-century economy 
- a must, given its shrinking 
population and rising labor 
costs - it's going to have to do 
the same. Shenzhen is proof 
the formula works. Bloomberg
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Steel 
overcapacity 
is a problem of 
the world, not 
only China. The 
world’s market 
is decreasing.

LI KEqIANG
PM, CHINA

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

ChinA recognizes Eu-
ropean concerns about 
overcapacity in its steel 
sector, but believes that 

is a symptom of the falloff in 
global demand, Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang said yesterday.

Speaking to visiting German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, Li 
appeared eager to counter cri-
ticisms that a glut of Chinese 
steel exports is overwhelming 
producers in overseas markets 
including Germany, Britain and 
the United States.

"We don't deny that there 
are many difficulties between 
Germany and China, for ins-
tance, the wide concern over 
China's steel overcapacity," Li 
said. "But steel overcapacity is a 
problem of the world, not only 
China. The world's market is 
decreasing."

It wasn't known if Li made 
any specific commitments in 
his talks with Merkel, which 
came amid concerns over trade 
and the ability of German com-
panies and foreign non-govern-
mental organizations to operate 
in China.

In talks with the U.S. earlier 
this month, China promised 
to rein in production of steel, 
among the bloated industries 
Washington and other trading 
partners complain are dumping 
exports too cheaply, hurting fo-
reign competitors and threate-
ning jobs.

China's trading partners broa-
dly believe Beijing has respon-
ded to a supply glut by encoura-
ging low-priced exports.

China's government annou-
nced plans this year to shrink 
state-owned steel and coal pro-
ducers at a cost of millions of 
jobs. However, that project will 
take time, and the flood of low-
cost steel has prompted pro-
tests by European steelworkers 
and was cited by Tata in its de-
cision to sell its money-losing 
British operations that employ 
20,000 people.

A 29-year-old inveterate 
gambler has been iden-

tified as the lead suspect 
behind a small explosion at 
Shanghai’s main interna-
tional airport that injured 
four people, city police said 
yesterday.

A statement on the police 
force’s microblog said Zhou 
Xingbai had traveled to 
Shanghai from the neighbo-
ring province of Jiangsu to 
commit the crime and had 
previously posted on the in-
ternet that he was deep in 
debt and intended to “do so-
mething really crazy.”

It said Sunday’s explo-
sion was carried out using 
fireworks stuffed inside 
empty beer bottles.

The blast at a check-in 
area at Pudong Internatio-

ChinA’s auto sales 
growth hit a five-month 

high in May, driven by the 
popularity of SUVs, an in-
dustry group said yesterday.

Sales rose 11.3 percent 
over a year earlier to 1.8 
million vehicles, according 
to the China Association of 
Automobile Manufacturers. 
Total vehicle sales, inclu-
ding trucks and buses, rose 
9.8 percent to 2 million 
units.

The CAAM said SUV sales, 
whose explosive popularity 
has helped to buoy the in-
dustry, rose 36.3 percent to 
627,000.

China’s auto sales grow-
th cratered last year, jol-
ting global brands that are 
looking to the world’s most 
populous market to drive 
revenue.

ECoNoMY

China auto sales growth 
accelerates in May to 
five-month high

ShANGhAi

Police identify suspect 
in airport explosion as 
‘inveterate gambler’

A Chinese paramilitary policeman guards a closed off area of Shanghai’s 
Pudong airport after an explosion

Germany’a Chancellor Angela Merkel (left) chats to China’s Premier Li Keqiang 
during a signing ceremony at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing

diPLoMACY

Merkel meets Li Keqiang 
amid trade worries

Sales revived after the go-
vernment cut sales taxes, 
but longer-term growth is 
expected to moderate from 
the double-digit rates of re-
cent years.

For the first five months of 
the year, auto sales rose 7.8 
percent to 9.2 million units. 
SUV sales rose 45 percent 
to 3.2 million.

Sales by Chinese brands 
rose 12.9 percent to 
716,900. They have been 
clawing back market share 
from bigger global rivals on 
the explosive popularity of 
low-cost SUVs, the fastest-
growing market segment.

Sales by German brands 
rose 19.6 percent in May. 
Those by Japanese brands 
increased 17.7 percent and 
those of U.S. brands by 11.2 
percent. AP

nal Airport, China’s second
-busiest, occurred at arou-
nd 2:20 p.m., but caused 
no disruptions to flights. 
Zhou was believed to have 
been among those taken to 
the hospital, possibly with 
a self-inflicted injury to the 
neck.

The police statement said 
Zhou was originally from 
the poor southern provin-
ce of Guizhou but moved to 
the industrial east after gra-
duating from high school in 
2006 and worked at a series 
of factory jobs. It said he lost 
all his money gambling onli-
ne and was forced to borrow 
from friends to survive.

In his online note, Zhou 
had said he was certain he 
would be killed while car-
rying out the attack. AP

Washington has imposed an-
ti-dumping tariffs and is in-
vestigating if Chinese mills are 
using stolen U.S. technology. 
The European Union has laun-
ched its own probe into possib-
le dumping.

Despite plans for a 10 per-
cent overall reduction in steel 
production over the coming 
years, China's output actually 
rose 1.8 percent last month to 
70.5 million tons compared to 
the same period last year, the 
National Bureau of Statisti-
cs reported yesterday. Bureau 
spokesman Sheng Laiyun said 
producers had been motivated 
by an increase in the wholesa-
le price, even though total pro-
duction dropped in the first five 
months of the year by 1.4 per-
cent.

China is the world's largest 
producer and consumer of 
steel.

Merkel later held talks with 
President Xi Jinping. Her visit 
comes amid growing worries 
among German companies over 
obstacles they face in doing bu-
siness with China.

"It is important to have a se-
cure juridical environment. 
The secure status of law is im-
portant in a large number of 
fields," Merkel said in front of 
Li and reporters.

Li praised Merkel's work in 
building bilateral relations and 
said government-to-govern-
ment ties would help facilitate 
relations in various fields. "We 
need to have new breakthrou-
ghs in developments in certain 
areas," he said.

Merkel is the latest Western 
leader to express concerns 

over a new Chinese law gover-
ning NGOs, which places their 
management under the natio-
nal police rather than the civil 
affairs ministry. Foreign offi-
cials including U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry have said 
that could expose them to un-
due scrutiny and harm overall 
people- to-people exchanges.

Some in Germany also nur-
se doubts about Chinese pur-
chases of German companies, 
including Chinese appliance 
maker Midea's $5.2 billion 
takeover offer for German in-
dustrial robot maker Kuka.

Merkel arrived in China Sun-
day on her ninth visit as chance-
llor, accompanied by members 
of her Cabinet and a 20-mem-
ber business delegation.

China was Germany's No. 
4 trading partner last year, 
behind the U.S., France and the 
Netherlands, with a total tra-
de volume of 163 billion euros 
($183 billion). China was Ger-
many's top source of imports 
and fifth biggest export desti-
nation.

While total trade volume grew 
6 percent last year, imports 
from China grew by 15 percent 
while exports to China were 
down 4 percent.

Following her arrival on Sun-
day, Merkel received an hono-
rary degree from a Chineseuni-
versity and delivered a speech 
touching on issues of rule of 
law and reciprocity in trade, be-
fore dining with Li at the scenic 
Summer Palace.

She is to visit a BMW auto 
plant in the northeast city of 
Shenyang today before retur-
ning to Berlin. AP
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SoutheAst Asian 
stocks are winning fans 
again, with investors be-
tting a rally that’s driven 

equities from Bangkok to Ma-
nila to the highest levels since 
the middle of 2015 has room to 
run.

Foreign investors have pum-
ped USD596 million into Phi-
lippine, Thai, Indonesian and 
Vietnamese shares so far in 
June, wiping out declines in 
April and early May. Rising 
commodity prices and dwin-
dling odds of a U.S. rate increa-
se by July are providing a fa-
vorable global backdrop, while 
new leaders, interest-rate cuts 
and state spending are genera-
ting optimism closer to home.

The rally will be tested as 
Federal Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen gives clues on the trajec-
tory of U.S. rates tomorrow, the 
Bank of Japan meets the next 
day and the U.K. votes June 23 
on whether to stay in the Euro-
pean Union. Acting as bulwarks 
against the potential turbulen-
ce are optimism Rodrigo Duter-
te can spur Philippine growth, 
Thailand’s infrastructure lar-
gess, efforts to cut Indonesian 
lending rates and Vietnam’s 
opening up to foreign money.

The Monetary Au-
thority of Singapore 

(MAS) will set up dedi-
cated departments to 
combat money launde-
ring and strengthen en-
forcement respectively, 
announced MAS in a 
press release yesterday.

The authority said the-
se changes will take ef-
fect on August 1. MAS 
will form a dedicated 
Anti-Money Launde-
ring (AML) Department 
that will streamline the 
existing responsibilities 
for regulatory policies 
relating to money laun-
dering and other illicit 
financing risks.

In addition, a dedica-
ted supervisory team 
will be set up to moni-
tor these risks and carry 
out onsite supervision 
of how financial insti-
tutions manage these 
risks.

These functions used 

A kiss between two male actors has been removed 
from a production of the musical “Les Misera-

bles” in Singapore following complaints from the pu-
blic.

Singapore’s Media Development Authority told the 
show’s organizer, Mediacorp VizPro, that the “Ge-
neral” rating it had given the show was based on a 
script that did not include the same-sex kiss, local 
media reports said. The show’s producers then deci-
ded to remove the kiss.

“Under our classification code, such a scene would 
fall under an ‘Advisory’ rating,” the MDA said in a 
statement, according to The Straits Times newspa-
per. “The applicant decided to remove the scene so 
as to keep the ‘General’ rating for the rest of its run. 
MDA will take action against this breach of licensing 
conditions.”

The head of Mediacorp VizPro International, Mo-
ses Lye, said the scene was meant to be comic. “On 
June 3, we took immediate action and worked with 
the producers to adapt the scene,” he was quoted as 
saying by Channel News Asia.

The authorities in Singapore are known to enforce 
often stringent guidelines for public performances. 
In February, Madonna was forced to tone down her 
concert in the Southeast Asian city state to conform 
to the MDA’s standards.

“Les Miserables,” based on Victor Hugo’s novel 
of the same name, was originally staged in Paris in 
1980. It later enjoyed a long run on Broadway and 
has run continuously in London since 1985. The 
show opened in Singapore in May and runs through 
July 24. AP

Same-sex kiss nixed 
from ‘Les Miserables’

SiNGAPoRE

Dedicated departments to 
combat money laundering

Indonesian Rupiah banknotes 

Cash descends on Southeast Asia 
where stock rally proves durable

“Asean fundamentals are very 
strong: budget deficits are co-
ming down and consumer spen-
ding is starting to pick up,” said 
Raymond Kong, who oversees 
$2.5 billion as a fund manager 
at One Asia Investment Part-
ners in Singapore. “The rally 
in Asean is sustainable. It’s not 
going to be a flash in the pan.”

It was only a matter of weeks 
ago that the foul-mouthed ran-
ts of then presidential fron-
trunner Duterte were alarming 
investors and spurring concern 
that Benigno Aquino’s legacy of 

shrinking budget deficits and 
credit-rating upgrades could 
be threatened. Those worries 
have evaporated since Duter-
te’s May 9 victory, which powe-
red a surge in the Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index and saw 
foreigners pile into the nation’s 
equities.

The president-elect’s pledges 
to boost infrastructure spen-
ding, cut red tape and invest 
more in farming have impres-
sed economists at Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc., who said last 
week they could push economic 

growth, the fastest in Asia last 
quarter, even higher. 

“We are expensive but I think 
the market is okay with the 
valuation given the growth 
that the economy is capable of 
achieving,” said John Padilla, 
who helps manage about $7.8 
billion as head of equities in-
vestment at Metropolitan Bank 
& Trust Co. in Manila. “The 
market is willing to give Duter-
te the customary honeymoon 
period and see what he can do.”

Like the Philippines, Viet-
nam also has a new leader with 
Prime Minister Nguyen Xuan 
Phuc taking over in April. He’s 
reassured investors by pledging 
to meet a 6.7 percent growth 
target this year, the same pace 
of expansion as in 2015.

The nation is opening up more 
to foreign investment as it cha-
ses the holy grail of  emerging- 
market status, which would put 
it on the radars of global asset 
managers. 

President Joko Widodo of In-
donesia said in February that 
he wanted interest rates to “fall, 
fall, fall, fall and keep falling” 
as he sought to boost economic 
growth from a six-year low. The 
central bank seems to have hee-
ded his call with three rate cuts 

in the first quarter.
The Financial Services Autho-

rity has also gotten in on the 
act, capping banks’ deposit ra-
tes and forcing them to lower 
lending rates in an attempt 
to give the economy a dose of 
cheap credit. While it remains 
to be seen how successful the-
se efforts will be in spurring 
expansion in a country that’s 
been hurt by falling commodity 
prices, investors have been en-
couraged.

Meanwhile in Thailand, low 
interest rates and bond yields 
have boosted the appeal of sha-
res and $18 billion of economic 
stimulus measures, including 
infrastructure projects, annou-
nced by Prime Minister Prayu-
th Chan-Ocha, has given the 
market added momentum.

“The low interest-rate envi-
ronment will prompt investors 
to hunt for better returns in 
Thai stocks,” said Chakrit Pue-
chpan, the Bangkok-based exe-
cutive vice president at MFC 
Asset Management Co., whi-
ch oversees about $10 billion. 
“Most investors don’t seem to 
care about the current sluggish 
economy and are betting on 
state spending to help it reco-
ver.” MDT/Bloomberg

to be carried out by di-
fferent departments in 
MAS, but the new struc-
ture will enhance super-
visory focus, said the 
press release.

MAS will centralize 
and strengthen its en-
forcement functions un-
der a new Enforcement 
Department, which will 
continue to jointly in-
vestigate with the Com-
mercial Affairs Depart-
ment capital markets 

misconduct offences.
In addition, the new 

department will be res-
ponsible for enforce-
ment actions arising 
from regulatory brea-
ches of MAS’ banking, 
insurance and capital 
markets regulations.

MAS stressed that a 
strong enforcement ca-
pability is necessary to 
conduct rigorous inves-
tigations of suspected 
violations and misde-

meanors and to take 
swift actions to establish 
culpability and punish 
as appropriate the ins-
titutions or individuals 
who have breached 
MAS’ regulations.

Managing Director of 
MAS Ravi Menon no-
ted the risk of criminal 
elements abusing the 
financial system increa-
ses as scale, sophistica-
tion, and connectivity 
grow. He said MAS will 
strengthen supervision 
of financial institutions’ 
controls to combat mo-
ney laundering and illi-
cit financing.

“We will enhance our 
enforcement capability 
to deter poor controls or 
criminal behavior in the 
industry. MAS is resol-
ved to ensure that Sin-
gapore remains a clean 
and trusted financial 
center,” said Ravi Me-
non. Xinhua



tue 14.06.2016

ADVERTISEMENT廣告macau’s leading newspaper 13
 

th Anniversary

  



14.06.2016 tue

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo14
 

th Anniversary

 



tue 14.06.2016

WORLD分析macau’s leading newspaper 15
 

th Anniversary

 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

 ad

The FBI let the Or-
lando mass-shooting 
suspect slip through 
its grasp despite in-

terviewing him twice since 
2013 due to a lack of eviden-
ce to hold him, a troubling 
fact that will pressure officials 
struggling to detect lone ter-
rorists without eroding basic 
civil liberties.

The FBI is investigating Sun-
day’s killing spree at a gay 
dance club in Orlando, Flori-
da, as an act of terrorism after 
29-year-old shooting suspect 
Omar Mateen killed 49 people 
using an assault weapon and a 
handgun. Mateen, who called 
9-1-1 as he began the assault 
to claim allegiance to Islamic 
State, was killed in a shootout 
with police.

While the U.S. has made pro-
gress in countering groups like 
Islamic State on the ground 
overseas, technology allows 
their radical ideology to reach 
across borders and lure true 
believers, the socially disaf-
fected or the mentally unstab-
le. Even when a potential ter-
rorism suspect comes to the 
attention of U.S. law enforce-
ment - as Mateen did - there 
may not be enough evidence, 
resources or coordination to 
continue an investigation.

“Law enforcement is 
following hundreds of peo-
ple and there are thousands 
of people that have come on 
their radar,” Shawn Henry, a 
former FBI executive assistant 
director, said in an interview. 
“The complexity of trying to 
navigate our laws and Cons-
titution while trying to main-
tain optimal security is a 
really difficult challenge. You 
just cannot protect against 
everything.”

The FBI said it interviewed 
Mateen in 2013 because the 
agency was told he had made 
inflammatory remarks about 
having terrorist ties and again 
in 2014 because of a connec-
tion to an American who went 
to fight with Islamic State.

“Those interviews turned out 
to be inconclusive, so there 

  
The step from 
just having 
some extreme 
views to acting 
violently is 
extremely hard 
to detect from 
the outside.

DANIEL BENJAMIN
DIRECToR oF THE DICKEY CENTER

A man lays down flowers during a vigil in front of the United States embassy in Berlin yesterday to honor the victims of the attack on the gay nightclub in Orlando

oRLANdo MASSACRE

Cracks appearing in US bid 
to stop terrorism

was nothing to keep the inves-
tigation going,” Ronald Ho-
pper, an FBI assistant special 
agent in charge of the bureau’s 
Orlando office, told reporters 
Sunday.

Senior U.S. national securi-
ty officials, including Federal 

Bureau of Investigation Direc-
tor James Comey, have war-
ned for several years about the 
threat from “lone-wolf” terro-
rists - those who become self- 
radicalized and plot attacks 
with little notice or resources.

The challenge for intelligence 
and law enforcement officials, 
however, is knowing when ra-
dical beliefs have crossed the 
line into action.

“The step from just having 
some extreme views to acting 
violently is extremely hard to 
detect from the outside unless 
that individual is sharing that 
with others on social media, 
telephonically, or what have 
you,” said Daniel Benjamin, 
director of the Dickey Cen-
ter at Dartmouth College and 
a former State Department 
counterterrorism coordinator.

That effort is compounded in 
a country like the U.S., where 
free speech and the ability to 

buy guns are considered fun-
damental rights. “Just making 
statements isn’t enough to ar-
rest somebody,” Republican 
Senator Marco Rubio of Flo-
rida, a member of the Intelli-
gence Committee, said on CBS 
News.

“The ominous feeling today 
is that while lone-wolf opera-
tors may 99 percent of the time 
not be capable of complex, hi-
gh-end attacks on their own, 
we’ve been reminded of how 
much damage an assault wea-
pon can do,” said Benjamin.

Officials say it is too early to 
determine what, if any, actual 
link Mateen had with Islamic 
State, despite his 9-1-1 call 
and the group’s announce-
ment claiming credit for the 
assault. Even as Islamic Sta-
te has lost territory in Syria, 
Iraq and Libya, individuals 
connected or inspired by the 
group have carried out suc-

cessful attacks in the past year 
in Paris, Brussels, San Ber-
nardino, California - and now 
perhaps Orlando.

Early on, Islamic State was 
viewed as less of a direct threat 
to the U.S. and Europe than 
other groups such as al-Qaeda 
because it was focused on sei-
zing territory for its claimed 
caliphate. But Islamic State 
should be seen as both an in-
surgency - which is struggling 
to hold on to its territory - and 
as a global terrorist organiza-
tion, which is recording suc-
cesses, said Charlie Winter, 
a senior research associate at 
Georgia State University who 
studies transnational jihadist 
movements and insurgencies.

In terms of its ability to ins-
pire attacks, Islamic State 
“looks more powerful than it 
has before,” Winter said in a 
phone interview from Atlanta. 
MDT/Bloomberg



14.06.2016 tue

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo16
 

th Anniversary

 

what’s ON ...

Sou Pui Kun’S WorK “MuSic Box” 
in ExhiBit of contEMPorary SculPturE         
tiME: 10am-7pm 
(no admittance after 6:30 pm, closed on Mondays) 
until: June 19, 2016
VEnuE: The Handover Gifts Museum of Macau, 
Av. Xian Xing Hai, s/n, NAPE 
adMiSSion: Free 
EnquiriES: (853) 8791 9814
 
PaintingS and calligraPhy donatEd 
By Jao tSung-i
tiME: 10am-6pm Daily (No admission after 5:30 
pm; Except on Mondays, open on public holidays) 
VEnuE: Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de 
Almeida, No. 95 C-D, Macau 
adMiSSion: Free 
EnquiriES: (853) 2852 2523 

artS in thE Mandarin’S houSE
tiME: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30 pm, 
closed on Wednesdays, opens on public holidays) 
adMiSSion: free  
VEnuE: Travessa de António da Silva, No. 10 
(near Lilau Square) 
EnquiriES: (853) 2896 8820

BluE rooM in thE SKy 
– ExhiBition By BluE chan
tiME: 10:30am-6:30pm 
(Closed on Mondays and public holidays) 
until: June 26, 2016 
adMiSSion: Free 
VEnuE: 10, Calcada da Igreja de S.Lazaro, Macao 
EnquiriES: (853) 2835 4582 

artiStic craftSManShiP of our ancEStorS 
– ExhiBition of archaEological rElicS of 
taiPa and coloanE
tiME: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30; 
Closed on Mondays; Free admission on Sundays)
VEnuE: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMiSSion: MoP5
organizEr: Cultural Affairs Bureau
EnquiriES: (853) 8988 4000

thE Enchanting rEd Boat
tiME: 10am-6pm (no admission after 5:30 pm; 
closed on Mondays; open on public holidays; free 
to public on 15th of every month)
until: october 9, 2016 
adMiSSion: MoP15  
VEnuE: Praceta do Museu de Macau 112 
EnquiriES: (853) 2835 7911

this day in history

A new type of road crossing with push button controls 
for pedestrians is to be introduced next year.

The announcement by the Ministry of Transport confir-
med the new ‘panda’ crossings would be installed on a 12 
month experimental basis because of the rising number 
of accidents on uncontrolled zebra crossings.

In the first half of last year, 533 people were killed or 
injured on zebra crossings - compared with 447 for the 
same period in 1959.

The new push button-controlled crossings will be intro-
duced at between 40 and 50 sites in England and Wales.

Half the crossings will be installed where there are none 
in existence at all at the moment. The remainder will be 
placed in Guildford in Surrey where all 13 crossings will 
be converted to the new push button variety, and Lincoln, 
Lincolnshire, where 10 will be converted.

Transport Minister Ernest Marples - who announced the 
initiative - said he hoped by imposing an element of con-
trol over pedestrian crossings, “some of the dangerous 
uncertainties of the present system would be eliminated”.

The new crossings will consist of triangular black and 
white stripes - instead of the current rectangular stripes 
at zebra crossings.

There will be a push button on either side of the road 
which will control a set of flashing lights. After pressing 
the button, a flashing light will tell the user to wait. Drivers 
will be warned to slow by an amber flashing light, which 
will then turn to red. At the same time, a ‘walk’ sign will be 
illuminated for pedestrians. After a specified time period 
the ‘walk’ sign will begin to flash, warning the user that 
the traffic lights are about to change back to green and it 
is unsafe to cross.

Zebra crossings were introduced in 1951 when there 
were two million cars registered on the roads of Britain. 
There are now ten million cars on Britain’s roads and the 
figure is rising all the time.

                   Courtesy BBC News

1961  panda replaces zebra at 
          road crossing in uK

in context
the Tufty Club - initially aimed at pre-school children - was also 
launched in 1961. It was a road safety campaign, which used a series 
of puppets including Tufty the squirrel to get its message across.
Panda crossings were introduced in April 1962 - but initial confu-
sion over the sequence of flashing lights led to some swift modifica-
tions.
The scheme later had to be abandoned as pedestrians and motorists 
alike complained it was too confusing and the system was also beset 
with mechanical failures.
The pelican crossing - another system using a push button and 
flashing lights - was introduced in 1969 and proved more success-
ful.
In the 1990s pelicans were succeeded by puffin crossings - which 
used sensors to detect the passage of people and cars and thus con-
trol the traffic.
By 1998 there were 21.6 million cars registered on the roads of 
Britain, with 70% of households owning at least one car.

Offbeat

Officials at a wildlife hos-
pital say a seagull turned 
bright orange after falling 
into a vat of chicken tikka 
masala in Wales.

The gull was likely sca-
venging for food when it 
became stuck in the thick 
sauce.

The bird was rescued 
and taken to Vale Wildli-
fe Hospital near Tewkes-

bury, a town about 110 miles west of London. Staff cleaned 
the seagull until it returned to its original color, but said it 
still smelled spicy the following day.

Caroline Gould, who founded the wildlife hospital, has 
nicknamed the gull David Dickinson, after the British TV 
presenter known for his tanned complexion.

seagull masala? bird falls in 
vat of curry, turns orange 
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:45
15:50

17:40

19:30
20:10
20:30
21:00
21:15
21:45
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50

02:30
02:50

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Documentary    
UEFA EURo 2016 - Group Stage (Group E): 
Rep. of Ireland - Sweden (Repeated)   
UEFA EURo 2016 - Group Stage (Group E): 
Belgium - Italy (Repeated)    
Soap opera    
Sports    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
TDM Intreview    
Happy Endings S3    
Helena’s Shadow    
TDM News    
Fillers    
UEFA EURo 2016 - Group Stage (Group F): 
Austria - Hungary (Live)    
Sports (Repeated)    
UEFA EURo 2016 - Group Stage (Group F): 
Portugal - Iceland (Live)    

cinema
cineteatro
09 Jun - 15 Jun

Now You SEE ME 2_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Jon M. Chu
Starring: Jesse Eisenberg, Mark Ruffalo, 
woody Harrelson 
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 129min

wARCRAFT: THE bEGINNING_
room 2
(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.15 pm
Director: Duncan Jones
Starring:  Travis Fimmel, paula patton, ben Foster 
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 123min

SING STREET_
room 3
2.15, 5.50, 9.30 pm
Director: John Carney
Starring:  Ferdia walsh-peelo, Aidan Gillen, 
Maria Doyle Kennedy  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 106min

ANGRY bIRDS_
room 3
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 7.30 pm
(3D) 9.30 pm
Director: Clay Kaytis, Fergal Reilly 
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/English)
Duration: 97min

macau tower
02 Jun - 22 Jun

TEENAGE MuTANT NINJA TuRTLES: 
ouT oF THE SHADowS_
2.30,4.30,7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  Dave Green 
Starring: Megan Fox, will Arnett, Tyler perry  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 112min
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THE BOrn LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUr STArS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACRoSS: 1- Unspecified in number; 5- queues; 10- old card game; 14- Med. 

school course; 15- Actress Verdugo; 16- Grape plant; 17- Imaginary; 19- Zeno 
of ___; 20- ___ Janeiro; 21- Basic monetary unit; 23- Catch; 26- Shaky; 27- 
Narrate; 28- Pivot; 29- ___ man with seven wives; 30- Seine spot; 31- Has 
been; 34- Start of a counting rhyme; 35- Humorous; 36- Guitarist Atkins; 37- 
___ Paulo, Brazil; 38- quotes; 39- Willow provision; 40- Slum area inhabited 
by a minority group; 42- Washroom; 43- Capital of Venezuela; 45- Pure; 46- 
Humiliated; 47- Cobb, e.g.; 48- Workout count; 49- Concerned with volts and 
amps; 54- Writer Roald; 55- Mr. Moto portrayer; 56- Han ___ was a “Star 
Wars” character; 57- Eye problem; 58- Satisfied; 59- URL starter;

DowN: 1- ___ Francisco; 2- Washington bill; 3- Dallas player, briefly; 
4- Infinite time; 5- “The Raven” maiden; 6- ___ France; 7- Campbell of 
“Scream”; 8- Vane dir.; 9- Mocking; 10- 
Slender; 11- orcinus orca; 12- Lend 
___ (listen); 13- Weeping; 18- Lasso; 
22- Ed and Mel of baseball; 23- Great 
Lakes tribesmen; 24- Where Hercules 
slew the lion; 25- Scene painting; 26- 
Garr and Hatcher; 28- Walk-on role; 
30- Annie of “Designing Women”; 
32- Dreaded mosquito; 33- Cancels a 
dele; 35- Strongholds; 36- Immature; 
38- Gospel singer Winans; 39- 
Echolocation; 41- Pain in the neck; 42- 
Askew; 43- Parlor game; 44- Skip ___; 
45- ___ bleu!; 47- Spanish muralist; 
50- Mauna ___; 51- Barracks bed; 52- 
Cockpit abbr.; 53- Chop off

Yesterday’s solution

CrOSSWOrDS USEfUL TELEPHOnE nUMBErS
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Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHEr

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAx CoNDITIoN

CHINA

woRLD

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
pJ (open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 1990 992
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

24
24
25
35
35
23
32
32
25
33
31
33
33
32
32
31

cloudy/clear
drizzle

cloudy/drizzle
drizzle

clear/cloudy

13
12
12
13
18

23
19
18
17
27

18
14
19
23
21
11
21
24
16
22
21
23
21
28
25
27

rain/thundershower
thundershower/cloudy
moderate to heavy rain

cloudy/clear
clear

drizzle/shower
overcast/drizzle

overcast/shower
shower
cloudy

cloudy/clear
clear/cloudy

cloudy
moderate rain/drizzle

heavy rain
thundershower

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The only thing standing between 
you and financial success is your bad 
attitude. Thinking that everything is 
beneath you is no way to move up 
the ladder. Embrace even the most 
mundane of tasks today.

April 20-May 20
You have a plant that is blossoming, 
but you have no idea what kind of 
flower it will produce. What you 
want it to be has nothing to do with 
how things turn out. Wish for money 
and you may find yourself in love.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You have nothing but details to deal 
with today, but each and every one 
of them is important. They are links 
in the chain you are working hard to 
build. Don’t let bills, idle chatter, or 
anything else, distract you.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Now that you’ve cleaned things up 
somewhat, you can actually see what 
needs to be done next. Instead of 
focusing on smaller details, though, 
take a step back and be sure you are 
still headed toward your original goal.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
One look at your finances alters your 
entire personality today. You’re either 
spending more freely than you ever 
imagined or shockingly thrifty. Even 
those who know you well will have a 
hard time recognizing you.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re feeling a bit fussy, but go 
ahead and indulge the feeling. 
Tidying up will only help the 
projects you’re tackling. Consider 
it a working holiday to do some 
organizing.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Picking up on even the smallest 
hints sent your way is a must, and 
ignoring the larger ones is a crime, 
if only a social one. Where money is 
involved, you can’t be too perceptive 
to nuance.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It’s fun keeping little secrets. But when 
you sit back and watch while someone 
heads right toward a financial cliff, it’s 
a bit hard to stomach. You’re better off 
shouting a warning, even if it means 
blowing your cover.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
No matter how much you think 
you’re rushing, you’re making 
about as little progress as the kinds 
of people who generally drive you 
crazy. Let this be a lesson learned 
about your attitudes towards others.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If you can’t find the right financial 
partner close by, then start 
branching out. The person you’re 
looking for could be quite far away 
physically, but close emotionally 
and intellectually.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You don’t care who you’re really 
dealing with, as long as they’re 
investing money. That’s not the best 
attitude to have as a human being, 
and it’s not really necessary as a 
business person, either. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The more calm you remain, the 
better you’ll be at making the right 
decisions. Taking deep breaths and 
feeling things from your feet to 
your head are two ways of keeping 
your cool and staying grounded.

  Aquarius Pisces
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latest results
France
Albania
wales
England
Turkey
poland
Germany
Spain

2
0
2
1
0
1
2
1

1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0

Romania
Switzerland
Slovakia
Russia
Croatia
Northern Ireland
ukraine
Czech Republic

Trevor Huggins, Paris

GermAny began its cam-
paign to add the 2016 Eu-

ropean Championship to its 
2014 World Cup with a promi-
sing 2-0 victory over Ukraine 
yesterday (Macau time), whi-
le England and Russia were 
threatened with expulsion from 
the tournament.

Shkodran Mustafi's header set 
Germany on its way to a win that 
was sealed by substitute Bastian 
Schweinsteiger in the second 
minute of injury time, just two 
minutes after the midfielder had 
come on to the pitch.

The day's earlier matches both 
ended in 1-0 victories, with a 
wonder strike from Luka Mo-
dric seeing Croatia past Turkey 
in a bruising encounter and 
Arkadiusz Milik scoring for Po-
land against Northern Ireland.

The football followed a blunt 

DeveloPments 
and events yesterday 

from soccer's European 
Championship (all times 
are Paris time, GMT+2):

1:45 p.m.
England coach Roy Ho-

dgson and captain Wayne 
Rooney have appealed 
to fans to behave after 
UEFA threatened to kick 
the team out of the Euro-
pean Championship.

The video messages 
were published Mon-
day, one day after UEFA 
warned the English and 
Russian soccer federa-
tions they risked being 
disqualified for a repeat 
of violence in Marseille 
which blighted the teams' 
opening Euro 2016 match 
on Saturday.

Hodgson says "I am ob-
viously very concerned 
about the threat which is 
now hanging over us."

The coach appealed to 
fans ahead of Thursday's 
match against Wales in 
Lens to "stay out of trou-
ble," adding: "We worked 
very hard to get here and 
we really desperately 

Germany’s Bastian Schweinsteiger gives a thumbs up at the end of the Euro 2016 
Group C soccer match against Ukraine at the Pierre Mauroy stadium in Villeneuve 
d’Ascq

Germany makes winning start, 
warnings for England and Russia

EuRo 2016 | ThE LATEST

Hodgson, Rooney appeal to England    fans to behave

warning from UEFA to England 
and Russia that their presence 
at Euro 2016 could be short-li-
ved if their violent fans conti-
nued to cause havoc.

Expressing its "utter disgust" 
over three days of disorder in 
Marseille, European soccer's 
ruling body said it warned both 
football associations that "it 
will not hesitate to impose ad-
ditional sanctions ... including 
the potential disqualification of 
their respective teams from the 
tournament, should such vio-
lence occur again."

UEFA urged the two associa-
tions "to appeal to their suppor-
ters to behave in a responsible 
and respectful manner" at the 
tournament.

Worryingly, the two sets of 
fans could again cross pa-
ths in Lille this week. Russia 
next plays Slovakia in Lille on 
Wednesday afternoon. The 

following day, England meets 
Wales 30 kilometers (20 miles) 
away in Lens.

Authorities in northern Fran-
ce are already bracing for trou-
ble.

If the hooligans have marred 
the start of the tournament, 
Schweinsteiger's strike after a 
lightening counterattack and 

Modric's stunning volley pro-
vided a welcome reminder 
of what has brought up to 2 
million soccer fans to France.

Germany surged forward on 
the break and Mesut Ozil pro-
vided the perfect cross from the 
left flank for his teammate to 
hammer into the net.

"A Bastian Schweinsteiger 

is worth his weight in gold," 
Germany coach Joachim Loew 
said.

Schweinsteiger, who suffered 
his second serious knee injury 
of the year in training on Mar-
ch 22 and hadn't played since, 
could barely believe the way his 
luck had turned.

"Incredible that something 
like this can happen, you can 
only wish for it," he said.

There were similar feelings 
for Modric after he met a high 
clearance with a 25-meter shot 
that beat Volkan Babacan in the 
Turkey goal.

The Real Madrid midfielder 
wasn't aware that a Croatia fan 
had breached the stadium se-
curity and got onto the pitch to 
celebrate with the players.

"After scoring this kind of goal 
I didn't even notice at first," 
Modric said of the incident. "If 
he went on the pitch, he went 
with a really positive attitude."

Poland fully deserved its vic-
tory over a Northern Ireland 
side that looked out of its depth 
on the big stage.

With Poland forward Robert 
Lewandowski, qualifying's top 
scorer, marked out of large 
stretches of the game, there 
was space for others to make an 
impact. One was attacking mi-
dfielder Milik, who scored the 
decisive goal with a low shot in 
the 51st minute.

Poland could have easily sco-
red more were it not for some 
erratic shooting.

Their players might learn so-
mething from Zlatan Ibrahimo-
vic, whose Sweden side played 
Ireland on another great day of 
football. AP

want to stay in the com-
petition."

Rooney tells fans: "Plea-
se, if you don't have a ti-
cket, don't travel."

To fans going to the mat-
ch, Rooney says: "Be safe, 
be sensible and continue 
with your great support 
for the players."

1:40 p.m.
Just when he was about 

to speak at a France team 
news conference, mu-
sic started blaring from 
Moussa Sissoko's phone.

The Newcastle midfiel-
der grabbed it but strug-
gled to turn it off, drawing 
laughter and prompting 
team press officer Philippe 
Tournon to jokingly ask 
for the phone to be "eva-
cuated" from the room.

Sissoko handed his pho-
ne to a member of staff 
and, once the laughter 
had subsided, started 
talking about France's 
match against Albania on 
Wednesday.

12:55 p.m.
UEFA has opened a 

disciplinary case against 

the Croatian soccer fede-
ration after a fan ran on 
the field to join players 

celebrating a goal against 
Turkey.

UEFA says Croatia is 

charged with "field inva-
sions by supporters." Its 
disciplinary panel will ju-
dge the case on July 21.

Croatia and Turkey have 
also been charged with 
fans lighting fireworks, 
and Turkey for a firework 
being thrown.

National soccer federa-
tions are held responsible 
by UEFA for their fans' 
behavior in and around 
stadiums.

After Luka Modric's 
41st-minute goal in a 1-0 
win at Parc des Princes on 
Sunday, a man came to 
the edge of the field from 
the main stand.

Wearing a red-and-whi-
te checkerboard Croatia 
shirt, he huddled with 
blue-shirted players by 
the corner flag before 
being led away by sta-
dium security staff.

The incident happened 
in the first Euro 2016 
game after Russian fans 

charged at England su-
pporters at Stade Velo-
drome in Marseille on 
Saturday evening.

UEFA is set to announ-
ce punishments for Rus-
sia's soccer federation on 
Tuesday.

12:25 p.m.
Croatia captain Darijo 

Srna has left France to re-
turn home for the funeral 
of his father.

Croatian soccer federa-
tion spokesman Tomis-
lav Pacak says Srna has 
joined his family in his 
hometown Metkovic. The 
federation has also sent 
officials to be with their 
most capped internatio-
nal.

Srna was told that his 
father, Uzeir, had died 
soon after Croatia's 1-0 
win over Turkey in Paris 
on Sunday.

It is unclear if Srna will 
return for the team's se-

England’s Wayne rooney kicks the ball past russia’s feder Smolov 
during the Euro 2016 Group B soccer match against russia, at the 
Velodrome stadium in Marseille
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today’s matches
wed
wed

0:00
3:00

Austria
portugal

Hungary
Iceland

H 1.76, D 3.75, A 6 
H 1.62, D 4, A 8 

Group A
France
Switzerland
Romania
Albania

pL
1
1
1
1

w
1
1
0
0

DRAw
0
0
0
0

GF-GA
2 - 1
1 - 0
1 - 2
0 - 1

pNT
3
3
0
0

L
0
0
1
1

Group b
wales
England
Russia
Slovakia

pL
1
1
1
1

w
1
0
0
0

DRAw
0
1
1
0

GF-GA
2 - 1
1 - 1
1 - 1
1 - 2

pNT
3
1
1
0

L
0
0
0
1

Group C
Germany
poland
N. Ireland
ukraine

pL
1
1
1
1

w
1
1
0
0

DRAw
0
0
0
0

GF-GA
2 - 0
1 - 0
0 - 1
0 - 2

pNT
3
3
0
0

L
0
0
1
1

Group D
Croatia
Spain
Czech Rep.
Turkey

pL
1
1
1
1

w
1
1
0
0

DRAw
0
0
0
0

GF-GA
1 - 0
1 - 0
0 - 1
0 - 1

pNT
3
3
0
0

L
0
0
1
1

Daniella Matar, Bordeaux

Gyorgy Garics cou-
ld make the unusual 
move of singing both 
national anthems 

when Austria and Hungary 
play each other in the European 
Championship today.

Garics was born in Hungary 
but moved to Vienna when he 
was 14. The defender elected 
to play for Austria, making his 
senior debut in 2006 after cap-
taining the Under-21 side.

“There are bound to be special 
emotions,” Garics said. “I’ve 
never heard the Hungarian an-
them on the pitch. I’ll definitely 
sing along to the Austrian one. 
If I also maybe sing along to 
the Hungarian one, no one can 
hold it against me.”

Historically, the two countries  
are joined at the hip. The Aus-
tro-Hungarian Empire gover-
ned the two nations from Vien-
na from 1867 to 1918, when it 
split into five countries.

Portugal will be favorite to 
top Group F but Austria is one 
of the dark horses of the tour-
nament, despite this being the 
first European Championship it 

Austria’s David Alaba (right) and Mehmet Topal of Turkey challenge for the ball during an international friendly soccer match 
against Turkey in Vienna

EuRo 2016 | PREviEw

Garics may sing both anthems 
in Austria vs. Hungary at Euros

EuRo 2016 | ThE LATEST

Hodgson, Rooney appeal to England    fans to behave

has qualified for. It appeared as 
co-hosts at Euro 2008 but fai-
led to win in three games.

Coach Marcel Koller took over 
in 2011 and instigated a foo-
tball revival which culminated 
in Austria sealing qualification 
with style.

Austria finished top of its 
group, eight points above Rus-

sia, having gone through qua-
lification unbeaten, conceding 
just five goals and winning nine 
of its 10 matches.

“Qualification is now behind 
us,” Koller said after his team’s 
arrival in France. “I’m not so-
meone who lives in the past.”

But with Austria in one of the 
weakest groups of the tourna-

ment, with Iceland completing 
the quartet, the pressure is on.

Captain Christian Fuchs brin-
gs a winning mentality to the 

squad having been a key part 
of the Leicester side which took 
the Premier League by storm 
last season, while midfielder 
David Alaba has won a host of 
trophies with Bayern Munich.

There is also considerable 
strength in the team beyond 
that duo, which means that ex-
pectations are high back home.

There will be much less pres-
sure on close neighbor Hun-
gary, whose fans are just deli-
ghted their country has ended a 
wait of three decades.

Hungary, which had three 
coaches during the qualifica-
tion campaign, won a playoff 
against Norway to reach its first 
major tournament since the 
1986 World Cup.

Hungary goalkeeper Gabor 
Kiraly will become the oldest 
person to feature at a European 
Championship finals if, as ex-
pected, he plays against Austria 
aged 40 years and 75 days.

The current record is held by 
Lothar Matthaus, who was 39 
years and 91 days when Germany 
played Portugal at Euro 2000. AP

cond Euro 2016 match on 
Friday against the Czech 
Republic in Saint-Etien-
ne.

Pacak says in a state-
ment to The Associated 

Press: "We'll see when 
exactly will he join the 
team again."

The 34-year-old Srna 
played his 130th match 
for Croatia on Sunday.

12:20 p.m.
A Northern Ireland fan 

has died in the French 
city of Nice, where the 
country's national soccer 
team was playing at the 
European Championship.

The Northern Irish soc-
cer association confirmed 
the death in a statement 
Monday, but did not 
name the person or give 

any details. The death did 
not appear to be related 
to violence.

Alan McVeigh, a spokes-
man for the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland, says 
it was "a man in his 20s 
from Northern Ireland."

Local French authorities 
had previously said nine 
people were injured Sa-
turday in Nice, including 
one with head injuries. 
That followed clashes 
between local Nice hard-
core fans and supporters 
of Poland and Northern 
Ireland.

Poland beat Northern 
Ireland 1-0 on Sunday.

11:50 a.m.
Marseille prosecutor 

Brice Robin says 150 
Russian hooligans were 
behind much of the vio-
lence that broke out in 
Marseille ahead of the 
England-Russia game on 
Saturday.

Robin spoke after a 
weekend of violence in 
the French port city ahead 
of the European Cham-
pionship soccer game on 
Saturday, which ended in french police officers charge football supporters during clashes in downtown Marseille

a 1-1 draw.
About 35 people have 

been injured, including 
four people whose con-
ditions were described 
as serious. Robin told 
reporters Monday that 
while "almost all of tho-
se who were wounded 

were British," England 
supporters were also res-
ponsible for some of the 
violence.

He said 20 people have 
been arrested. Ten of 
them — six Brits, an Aus-
trian and three French — 
will face immediate trial.

 Portugal will 
be favorite to 
top Group F 
but Austria is 
one of the dark 
horses of the 
tournament

Oddschecker.com
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Microsoft to buy networking site 
Linkedin for usd26.2 biLLion

Microsoft Corp. said it will buy LinkedIn 
Corp. in a deal valued at USD26.2 billion.

The deal, in which Microsoft will pay $196 
per share in an all-cash transaction, is a 49.5 
percent premium to LinkedIn’s closing pri-

ce on Friday. 
LinkedIn will retain its brand, culture and 

independence and Jeff Weiner will remain 
chief executive officer of the company, Micro-
soft said in a statement yesterday.

20-40
Good

Danica Kirka, London

London’s mayor is 
pledging to fight to the 

bitter end to persuade vo-
ters to remain in the Eu-
ropean Union in a June 23 
referendum.

Sadiq Khan told The As-
sociated Press yesterday 
[Macau time] that it was 
time for political leaders 
who want the country to 
stay in the 28-nation bloc 
to present a more unified 
front — fighting together in 
common cause. Speaking 
on the sidelines of Queen 
Elizabeth II’s birthday ce-
lebrations, Khan offered an 
impassioned appeal to put 
aside differences that have 
dogged the message of the 
“remain” campaigners.

“If we believe that the Eu-
ropean Union is important 
for our way of life, we’ve 
got to campaign together — 
door to door, street to street, 
city to city — to persuade our 
fellow citizens why this is 

so important to our future,” 
Khan said. “ I believe it is.”

Khan’s remarks reflect the 
perception that the race has 
grown ever tighter as the 
vote draws near. Though 
Khan, of the Labour Party, 
has campaigned with Pri-
me Minister David Came-
ron, of the Conservatives, 
such high-profile efforts 
have been rare.

Much of the frustration 
of “remain” campaigners 
has been directed at La-
bour Party leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, who is seen as a 
less-than-enthusiastic su-
pporter of the cause. In a 
Channel 4 interview, Cor-
byn put his commitment 
to remaining in the EU at 
seven on a scale of 10.

Labour for its part, yester-
day pledged extra support 
for communities facing pres-
sure from migration as part 
of an effort to push more vo-
ters toward “remain.” For-
mer Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown will lead the efforts to 

35-55
Moderate

30-50
Good

opinion

The unloved euro
Once upon a time, the euro had aspirations to 

challenge the dollar’s status as the world’s re-
serve currency of choice. Instead, the common 
European currency is losing favor as a store of 
value. And as European banks scale back their 
trading activities, the euro’s role on the global 
stage is likely to diminish further.

Almost a decade ago, Deutsche Bank was pre-
dicting that the euro could account for as much 
as 40 percent of global foreign-exchange reser-
ves. Instead, according to a new report from the 
European Central Bank, its usage has declined 
every year this decade and dipped below 20 per-
cent at the end of last year, beating the yen’s 4.1 
percent share but a distant second to the dollar’s 
64.1 percent proportion:

The euro remains the world’s second most- 
used currency for international payments, but 
its share of total transactions is down to 31.47 
percent from 33.52 percent at the start of 2014, 
according tofigures compiled by the Society for 
Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunica-
tion. (China’s yuan, by contrast, has climbed to 
fifth place from seventh, albeit with a share of 
just 1.76 percent.)

Another potential cloud on the euro’s horizon 
is the June 23 U.K. vote on whether to abandon 
the European Union. Britain dominates currency 
market activity, handling 41 percent of all foreign 
exchange trading, according to the most recent 
report from the Bank for International Settle-
ments. That’s more than double the 19 percent 
share for the U.S. or third-placed Singapore’s 
5.7 percent.

But if Britain finds itself outside of the EU, the 
ability of London traders to trade euro-denomi-
nated securities will diminish -- the interest-rate 
swaps market, for example, is likely to head to 
Paris -- and their accompanying appetite to trade 
the currency itself will also shrink. And while some 
of that pure currency business will just cross the 
Channel along with the securities, a proportion of 
it will probably just disappear for good.

The biggest risk to the euro’s standing, though, 
is the relentless contraction of Europe’s invest-
ment banks. At the start of the decade, for exam-
ple, Deutsche Bank controlled more than 18 per-
cent of the currency market, while Barclays had 
more than 11 percent. Those proportions have 
shrunk to 7.9 percent and 5.7 percent respecti-
vely, according to the latest market survey from 
Euromoney.

While U.S. banks also trade euros, it’s pretty 
clear that as European firms become less ac-
tive in the currency market, their domestic cur-
rencies are also likely to be less actively bought 
and sold. The British pound, for example, has 
also lost ground, with the Swift figures showing 
its presence in global payments dropping to 
8.78 percent from 9.37 percent in the past two 
years. The Swiss franc, by contrast, has gained 
modestly to 1.52 percent from 1.38 percent as 
UBS’s FX market share has recovered to 8.8 
percent from 7.3 percent a year ago.

There’s more to having a successful currency 
than just bragging rights. While it’s impossible to 
put a dollar (or euro) value on liquidity, the credit-
crunch taught us that when trading dries up, your 
financial system suffers disproportionately. Unfor-
tunately for the euro, the evidence suggests that 
surviving the existential crisis of the last few years 
has done nothing to boost its global popularity.

World Views
Mark Gilbert

counter the charges of Brexit 
campaigners who warn of a 
threat to jobs and services 
from the influx of European 
workers.

“In the end, people are 
patriotic British citizens,” 
Brown told Sky News. 
“They are proud of our 
country and they are proud 
most of all when we lead, 
not stand apart, not stan-
ding outside isolated as 
some would want us to do.”

Khan argued that it was 
time to stop seeing the dis-
cussion through the prism of 
the ongoing fight within the 
Conservative Party, which 
has been riven by the vote.

“It’s much more important 
than that,” he said of party 
politics. “It’s about our chil-
dren and grandchildren.”

He urged voters to consi-
der the consequences, par-
ticularly to the economy.

“What would happen if 
we left?” Khan said “What 
would happen to those bu-
sinesses that are American, 
Japanese, Chinese, that 
have their headquarters 
here in London?” Khan 
said, referring to the fact 
that many international 
businesses use the capital 
as the jumping off point for 
access to the single market 
of some 500 million.

“What happens to the 
business we do with Ger-
many, France, Spain, 
Italy?” he said. “It’s really 
important.” AP

This aerial photo shows the main venue for the opening ceremony of Shanghai Disney resort in 
Shanghai. A three-day opening ceremony will kick off today at the resort. 

Xinhua/niu Yixin dEciSiVE MOMENT
THE

SINGApoRE A 
kiss between two 
male actors has 
been removed from 
a production of 
the musical “Les 
Miserables” in 
Singapore following 
complaints from the 
public. The city-state’s 
Media development 
Authority told the 
show’s organizer that 
the “General” rating 
it had given the show 
was based on a script 
that did not include the 
same-sex kiss, local 
media reports said. 
More on p12

uSA The father of the 
orlando nightclub 
shooter is calling his 
son’s massacre “the act 
of a terrorist.” Seddique 
Mir Mateen gave a 
statement to reporters 
and answered a few 
questions Monday 
at his home in Port 
St. Lucie, Florida. 
Yesterday [Macau time], 
the father suggested 
that his son’s anti-gay 
hatred may have led to 
the rampage, saying 
his son got angry a few 
months ago when he 
saw two men kissing in 
Miami. More on p15

uSA A senior American 
official reaffirmed white 
house support for a 
treaty banning nuclear 
testing worldwide and 
urged other countries 
to move it toward its 
long-delayed enactment 
despite the “domestic 
political obstacles” 
keeping her country 
from ratifying it. 
undersecretary of State 
Rose Gottemoeller’s 
comments at a meeting 
marking the 20th 
anniversary of the 
Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty underlined 
some of the obstacles 
keeping the treaty from 
being activated.

AP iNTERviEw

London mayor to fight 
hard to avert Brexit

Sadiq Khan
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