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CHINA has intensified 
the drumbeat of its 
opposition to an 
international tribunal’s 
ruling expected today 
that could threaten its 
expansive claims in the 
South China Sea. The 
Hague-based tribunal 
will decide on the 2013 
case that challenges the 
so-called nine-dash line 
that China uses to claim 
virtually the entire area. 
More on p.11

NORTH KOREA 
said yesterday it will 
end a diplomatic 
communication 
channel with the United 
States and hinted at 
harsher punishment for 
Americans detained in 
the country in retaliation 
for U.S. sanctions that 
target leader Kim Jong 
Un. More on p.13

INDONESIA Suspected 
Abu Sayyaf militants 
kidnapped three 
Indonesian fishermen 
on the weekend in the 
latest in a series of 
incidents highlighting 
weak security in the 
Cerebes Sea that 
borders Malaysia, 
Indonesia and the 
Philippines. More on p.14

GERMANY - TURKEY 
Chancellor Angela 
Merkel says she will 
continue pushing for a 
reversal of Turkey’s ban 
on Germany lawmakers 
to visit a Turkish base 
where German soldiers 
are stationed. The 
Turkish government 
last month banned the 
lawmakers from visiting 
the base. It said the 
country permits only 
military or technical 
teams to visit the base.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

filipinos 
want 
consulate 
open on 
sundays

five locals granted 
asylum abroad 
At least five people from Macau 
were granted asylum abroad 
in 2015, according to a United 
Nations Refugee Agency report

peacekeepers killed 
in south sudan 
Two Chinese peacekeepers were 
killed in South Sudan’s capital 
among the deaths of hundreds of 
people over the weekend

PORTUGAL WINS EURO 2016 FINAL 

Thousands turn out to 
welcome champions home
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Lynzy Valles

THE opening of the 
Philippine Consulate 
General in Macau on 
Sundays for services to 

the overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs) and the abolition of the 
Overseas Employment Certi-
ficate (OEC) constitute two of 
the most pressing concerns of 
the Filipino migrants in Macau.

Migrante Macau, an orga-
nization of Filipino migrant 
workers in Macau, has con-
ducted a survey among OFWs 
in the region, garnering 113 
respondents.

According to the organiza-
tion’s statement, 65 percent 
said they wished the adminis-
tration of the new president of 
the Philippines, Rodrigo Du-
terte, to compel the Philippine 
Consulate General in Macau 
to operate on Sundays to serve 
Filipino domestic workers. 

“Many of us domestic hel-
pers cannot just go out from 
our employer’s house to have 
our papers – like passports – 
processed. Since last year, we 
have been holding dialogues 
with the Philippine Consula-
te General to have the same 
operation as in Hong Kong. 
However, this demand of ours 

AT least five people from Ma-
cau were granted asylum 

abroad in 2015, according to the 
United Nations Refugee Agen-
cy’s (UNHCR) latest “Global 
Trends Report.” 

The report, which is compi-
led from government data, says 
that five Macau-based indivi-
duals were granted refugee sta-
tus last year, having proven that 
their safety would be jeopardi-
zed should they return to the 
MSAR. Twenty-four similar ca-
ses are still undergoing review.

No data was available on the 
number of refugees who were 
granted asylum in Macau in 
2015, though the report indica-
ted that there were seven pen-
ding cases at the end of 2015.

Meanwhile, refugees from 
Hong Kong living in other lo-
cations numbered 33 at the end 
of 2015, with 79 pending ca-
ses. Mainland China had about 
212,000 refugees abroad and 
more than 57,000 pending ca-

ses at the end of the year.
For those seeking shelter in 

mainland China and Hong 
Kong, there were more than 
300,000 and 133 people, res-
pectively, at end-2015. Hong 
Kong is reviewing another 2,315 
pending applications.

The UN report is subjective as 
it relies on government data, 
based on individual countries’ 
definitions and methods of 
data collection. UNHCR said 
the “origin” of a person seeking 
asylum may be based on natio-
nality, area of birth or area of 
residence, depending on how 
each government measures the 
number of people. 

UNHCR added that the num-
ber of asylum seekers in Ma-
cau, as well as those granted 
refugee status, have remained 
in the single digits since 2010. 
The main countries of origin for 
those seeking refuge in Macau 
are Syria, India, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan and Cameroon.

Asylum seekers are typically 
individuals who have left their 
home country as political refu-
gees to seek protection in ano-
ther location. They often believe 
that their area of residence is 
unable to afford them the same 
protection that they could ob-
tain elsewhere.

According to the South China 
Morning Post, scholars say that 
the number of asylum seekers 
from Hong Kong – which has in-
creased slightly – may be a reac-
tion to civil unrest in the city, the 
presence of organized crime or 
the actions of the mainland go-
vernment in recent years.

In 2011, UNHCR announced a 
new record of 42.5 million forci-
bly displaced people around the 
world. The number has since risen 
sharply each year and was around 
65.3 million at the end of 2015. 

The UN Refugee Agency said 
earlier this year that the current 
number of displaced people is 
the highest ever recorded. DB

A delegation from the Tra-
ditional Chinese Medi-

cine Science and Technology 
Industrial Park has recently 
toured the Netherlands, Cze-
ch Republic and Portugal.

A statement released by 
the Guangdong-Macau Tra-
ditional Chinese Medicine 
Technology Industrial Park 
Development Co., Ltd indica-
ted that the delegation toured 
the three European countries 
from June 23 to July 1 and 
was led by Lu Hong, advisor 
of the Office of the Secretary 
for Economy and Finance, 
Lionel Leong.

Among other aims, the de-
legation discussed issues 
such as the establishment 
of an international quality 
control base for traditional 
Chinese medicine and the 
promotion of trade and the 
establishment of centers of 
traditional Chinese medici-
ne abroad.

During the tour, the delega-
tion visited several research 

institutions as well as uni-
versities and health related 
government departments. 
The highlight of the tour was 
a visit to the Biomedicine La-
boratory at the University of 
Leiden (Netherlands) whe-
re they spoke to Wang Mei, 
a European Pharmacopoeia 
Commission member who-
se experience related to the 
registration of traditional 
Chinese medicine products 
within the European Union 
(EU). Topics related to the 
Good Manufacturing Prac-
tices (GMP) in the EU were 
also addressed.

During a visit to Portugal, 
the delegation participated in 
another conference. During 
the event, Lu Hong stressed 
the importance always given 
by the MSAR government to 
the role of Portugal as a link 
to the Portuguese-speaking 
countries, hoping that this 
connection can also promote 
exchange in the field of tradi-
tional Chinese medicine.

The Philippine Consulate General in Macau

HEALTH 

Chinese Medicine Park 
delegation tours Europe

Five Macau residents granted 
asylum abroad 

LABOR

Filipino workers in Macau want 
consulate open on Sundays   
is yet to be acted upon,” said 
Emer de Lina, chairperson of 
Migrante-Macau.

Fifty-eight percent of the res-
pondents want the abolition of 
the OEC as they find the docu-
ment redundant and a cause of 
inconvenience.

The OEC is sometimes called 
the “exit pass,” and is required 
to be presented to international 
ports of exit in the Philippines 
“as proof that the holder is a 
bona fide OFW.”

The chairperson said docu-
ments such as an employment 
contract, working visa or the like 
already constitute enough proof 
that one is an overseas worker 
and thus entitled to travel with 
tax and airport fee exemptions.

Other significant demands 
from the survey included oppo-
sition to arbitrary offloading of 
Filipinos bound to Macau; era-

dicating the “bullet planting” 
scam (the criminal practice of 
inserting bullets in travellers’ 

luggage) and defending the ri-
ghts of OFWs.

The survey also shows that 

creation of employment in the 
Philippines topped the OFWs’ 
concerns.

“This will ensure that no more 
Filipinos will be forced to en-
dure whatever labor and living 
arrangements they are given 
overseas just so they can hold 
on to their jobs” said de Lina.

According to the statement, 
the results of the survey will be 
presented to other organiza-
tions in the region in hopes of 
jointly urging the Duterte go-
vernment to act.

The group also hopes to send 
a letter to the new government 
before the president delivers 
his first State of the Nation Ad-
dress (SONA) this month.

During Duterte’s candidacy 
rally, the president said his prio-
rity in terms of labor issues was 
the OFWs, and that he planned 
to create an OFW department. 
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New tunnels linking Macau 
and Taipa assessed
According to a notice published in the Official 
Gazette, a transport and infrastructure firm 
will study the feasibility for the construction 
of two tunnels linking Macau and Taipa. CCCC 
Highways Consultants Co., a subsidiary of state-
owned transportation infrastructure group, 
China Communications Construction Company, 
will consider the potential for the two tunnels to 
be constructed alongside the existing Nobre de 
Carvalho Bridge. An order from the Chief Executive 
has officially authorized the conclusion of the 
contract with the company, amounting to MOP7.22 
million. It will be paid by 2020 according to the 
Official Gazette.

Macanese Communities 
Meeting to be held in 
November
The chairman of the Council of the Macanese 
Communities, Leonel Alves, attended a meeting 
with the Chief Executive (CE), during which he 
invited Chui Sai On to be an Honorary Member 
of the Council. Alves was received by the CE in a 
meeting also attended by José Luís Sales Marques, 
president of the Organizing Committee of the 2016 
Annual Macanese Communities Meeting. The event 
takes place every three years in the territory. On the 
occasion Chui Sai On stressed the importance of the 
meeting for Macanese communities, saying, “Macau 
is the home of all Macanese.” In his turn, Alves 
stated that this year’s edition of the event will take 
place in late November. Marques added that about 
800 people have already enrolled to participate 
in the meeting, but believes that this number will 
further increase as the event date gets closer. 

PORTUGUESE na-
tionals and fans of the 

country’s football team ce-
lebrated Portugal’s victory 
against France in the UEFA 
Euro Championship yes-
terday morning in Macau 
at the Portuguese Institute 
of the Orient (IPOR). 

The attendees, who started 
watching the game at 3 a.m. 
and may have been celebra-
ting into the mid-morning, 
cheered on the national 
team as it edged its way – 
against the odds – to victory 
(more on Sports section).

According to reports of 
the evening, the small 
crowd went crazy as Eder 
scored the only goal of the 
match to break the spor-
ting deadlock. The national 
anthem was sung at the fi-
nal whistle.

Lemos, a Portuguese legal 
advisor who moved to Ma-
cau more than three years 
ago, told Time magazine 
that Macau is a good pla-
ce to celebrate the victory, 

Portugal fans celebrate after winning the Euro 2016 final football match against France in Paris

Portugal victory celebrations 
extend to Macau

and that he doesn’t feel he 
is missing out being so far 
from home.

The victory over host na-
tion France in one of the bi-
ggest sporting events in the 
world is even more exciting 
for a team that has never 
won a major football tour-
nament, and that struggled 
during earlier matches in 
the group stages.

“Portugal has waited a 
long time for this,” João 

Nonis, a 20-year-old, Lis-
bon native told Time Ma-
gazine. “This is something 
really special,” he says. “I 
can’t believe it.”

All of the Euro matches 
featuring the Portuguese 
national team were aired at 
the Café Oriente at IPOR, 
including the historic final 
yesterday. The events were 
staged as part of a new pro-
gram presented earlier this 
year, titled “June-Month of 

Portugal.”
A similar showing was 

held at The Roadhouse 
Macau, which was open 
through the early hours of 
the morning.

Portuguese communities, 
including in East Timor, 
Brazil and Angola, held si-
milar celebrations yester-
day. While last night (Macau 
time), the Portuguese natio-
nal team arrived back in Lis-
bon to greet wild crowds. DB
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Filipino workers in Macau want 
consulate open on Sundays   
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Over 2,000 family relief 
packages sent to south 
China

 
The Macau Red 
Cross is sending 
more than 2,000 
family relief 
packages to 
regions affected by 
consistent heavy 
rains in the south 
of mainland China, 

as announced in a statement released by the 
association. The packages will be distributed in 
seven cities in Hubei, helping an estimated 7,000 
victims. The association praised the Cheong Kong 
Construction Limited Company for its donation of 
MOP100 million to Macau Red Cross. The money 
will be used for providing aid to regions who have 
been impacted by the natural disaster. Until now, 
rains in southern China have affected more than 2.7 
million people, causing 140 deaths and resulting in 
a further 41 people missing. 

St Lawrence Market Car 
Park to update fees
The St Lawrence Market Car Park will update its 
parking fees from September 1, as revealed in a 
statement by the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IACM) yesterday. The measure aims to increase 
the turnover rate of the vehicles parked in the 
venue, especially during “peak hours,” as a way of 
easing user access to the facilities. In addition to the 
increase in parking fees, the IACM also proposed 
the introduction of a new system with different sets 
daytime and overnight parking fees, similar to the 
systems of other public car parks around the territory.

Renato Marques

A dispute over the refusal 
of a taxi driver to accept 

the custom of a passenger 
has led to an accusation of 
assault against the physi-
cal integrity of two police 
officers that attended a call 
to help resolve the dispute, 
according to information 
released during a press con-
ference yesterday afternoon 
at the Judiciary Police head-
quarters.

The incident occurred at 
midnight on July 9 when 
the police received a call to 
intervene in a dispute invol-
ving a client and a taxi dri-
ver in the Rua do Visconde 
de Paço de Arcos in the In-
ner Harbor area.

The dispute started when 
the taxi driver refused to 
transport a passenger to 
the requested destination 
after he noticed that the 
passenger was clearly un-
der the influence of alcohol. 
The police arrived, and after 

CRIME

Dispute over taxi trip refusal leads to 
assault on police officers 

reconciling the two parties 
– leading to the taxi driver’s 
departure -  the would-be 
passenger unexpectedly lay 
down in the middle of the 
road and knocked his own 
head on the asphalt.

The police officers reques-
ted help from the Fire De-
partment and an ambulan-
ce in their attempt to move 
the person to the sidewalk. 
The man in question resis-
ted the effort of the officers 
and reacted in an aggressive 
manner. His action resulted 
in the injuries of at least one 
of the legs of one of the of-

ficers and the chest of the 
other.

While attempting to escort 
the man to the police sta-

tion, the detainee reportedly 
continued to show aggressi-
veness, directing insulting 
and inappropriate langua-
ge at the officers. He later 
denied such behavior when 
questioned at the police sta-
tion.

Both police officers sustai-
ned minor injuries that were 
treated at the Public Hospi-
tal. The detainee was trans-
ferred to the Public Prosecu-
tions Officer (MP) where he 
has been accused of aggra-
vated offences against phy-
sical integrity.

‘tree destroyer’ on the loose at seac pai van

AN UNKNOWN individual 
has reportedly destroyed trees 
and bushes in the surround-
ing areas of the public housing 
complex of Seac Pai Van in 
Coloane, the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) revealed. The occurrence 
was reported to the PJ by a 
staff member of the Civic and 
Municipal Affairs Bureau, who 

discovered the scene on July 
8, at around 10 am. According 
to the information from the PJ 
a total of four trees and 180 
bushes were damaged in the 
area, plants that according to 
IACM have a value of around 
MOP49,000. The case is still 
under investigation by the po-
lice force. 



tue 12.07.2016

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 

Mariana César de Sá*

THE late, great archi-
tect Zaha Hadid, also 
known as the “Queen 
of the Curve”, will 

soon posthumously change 
Macau’s architectural lands-
cape. With the construction 
of the fifth hotel tower at the 
City of Dreams (COD), a si-
x-year venture set to be com-
pleted in 2018, the region’s 
skyline forever will be graced 
by the work of one of the most 
revolutionary modern-day ar-
chitects and leaders of our era.

Hadid passed away on 31st 
March 2016, at the age of 65, 
leaving behind an indelib-
le imprint upon the world of 
architecture. “She has added 
an enormous amount of lan-
guage to architecture. She’s 
defined shapes that we never 
thought we could do; we ne-
ver thought any architect cou-
ld do,” said Sir Peter Cook, 
the English architect, lectu-
rer, and writer.

The Iraqi-British mathemati-
cs graduate moved to London 
from Beirut in 1972 to study 
at the Architectural Associa-
tion in London. In 1980, she 
established her London-ba-
sed practice Zaha Hadid Ar-
chitects (ZHA) with a staff of 
only ten. Today, her practice 
— now over 400 strong — has 
worked on over 950 projects 
in 44 countries.

Hadid’s achievements are 
vast and groundbreaking. In 
2004, she was awarded the 
Pritzker Architecture Prize, 
making her the first woman 
to receive one of the world’s 
most prestigious architecture 
awards. She won consecuti-
ve Stirling Prizes in 2010 and 
2011, and in 2015 she recei-
ved the Royal Gold Medal, 
bestowed by the Royal Insti-
tute of British Architects in 
recognition of her substantial 
contribution to international 
architecture. She was the first 

ARCHITECTURE 

Zaha Hadid leaves indelible 
mark on Macau’s skyline

woman to receive such an ho-
nor. In 2012 she was made a 
Dame Commander of the Or-
der of the British Empire.

Hadid has garnered an in-
ternational reputation for her 
geometrically-liberated and 
innovative masterpieces, one 
of which will soon join the 
ranks of Macau’s high-profile 
architectural projects, whi-
ch include the Macao Science 
Center designed by Pei Part-
nership Architects in asso-
ciation with I. M. Pei, Rocco 
Yim’s Galaxy Starworld Ho-
tel, MGM Macau designed by 

Wong Tung & Partners, and 
Manuel Vicente’s World Trade 
Center. 

In 2012, Lawrence Ho, 
Chairman and CEO of Melco 
Crown Entertainment, con-
tacted ZHA to design COD’s 
jewel tower: an integrated en-
tertainment resort. “[I have 
been] long impressed by the 
late legendary architect Dame 
Zaha Hadid’s unique insight 
on modern architecture and 
her aspirations in architectu-
ral design. The management 
team is singularly honored 
to have [her design] the fifth 

tower of the City of Dreams,” 
says Ho, a prominent develo-
per, owner, and operator of 
casino gaming and entertain-
ment resort facilities in Asia.

“Ho was very clear in his di-
rection and ambition for the 
project. The new hotel is ex-
pected to further strengthen 
the brand’s identity and Mel-
co’s leadership in the premium 
market segment,” asserts Jaya 
Jesudason, Melco’s Executive 
Vice President of Construction 
and Design.

The fifth hotel tower, the 
company’s flagship proper-
ty in Cotai, is designed as a 
singular sculptural element: 
mysterious and intriguing, its 
composition defies traditio-
nal architectural typologies. A 
series of voids is carved into a 
single entity to create a com-
plex form reminiscent of an 
abstract figure 8 or double 
loop. The rectangular outline 
of the building is fashioned as 
one monolithic block with the 
voids sculpting a fluid conti-
nuum of walls and ceilings. 
The exposed exoskeleton mesh 
structure punctuates this ar-
chetype of neo-futurism.

Spanning 39 levels, the 
tower’s lower three levels are 
connected directly to the sur-
rounding COD podium and 
will host public functions 
and house a casino floor. The 
entrance of the hotel ushers 
guests directly into the atrium, 
a 35-metre-high space rising 
into the voids above. This new 
tower will house approximate-
ly 780 guestrooms, suites, and 

FOR years, Hadid was one of the main archi-
tects shaping China’s landmarks and citysca-

pes. In an April 2014 interview with the South 
China Morning Post, she asserted, “China beca-
me the land of opportunity; I think they are not 
scared of experimentation. People were always 
misunderstanding that and always imposing cer-
tain ideas on China. But it’s an incredible thing: 
I think it will go down in history as an amazing 
moment, the same way they built America.”

One of her most famous projects is the Guang-
zhou Opera House completed in 2010 and cos-
ting approximately USD200 million. The opera 
house’s main auditorium holds 1,804 seats with 
the smaller 443-seat multifunction hall desig-
ned for more intimate performance art, opera, 
and concerts.

Another work, the Galaxy SOHO building in 
Beijing completed in 2012, is the biggest sho-
pping mall in Beijing. Despite being a commer-
cial landmark, it is also one of the country’s most 
controversial structures, with critics claiming 
that the mall has contributed to the destruction 
of China’s architectural heritage.

As with many of history’s pioneers and visio-
naries, Hadid is a complicated heroine. Her po-
litics and projects may not agree with everyone, 
but her achievements are undisputed and she 
has left behind a legacy that will inspire genera-
tions to come.

The Jockey Club Innovation Tower, a Hong 
Kong Polytechnic University building comple-
ted in 2014, is Hadid’s first permanent work in 
Hong Kong. The structure’s design promotes 
a multidisciplinary environment by connec-
ting the various programs within the School 
of Design, where students, staff, and visitors 
integrate seamlessly throughout 15 levels of 
studios, workshops, labs, exhibition, and event 
spaces.

Dongdaemun Design Plaza (DDP) in Seoul, 
South Korea, a major urban development land-
mark completed in 2014, cost US450 million 
— nearly 3 percent of the city’s annual budget. 
Designed as a cultural hub, it is renowned for its 
24-hour shopping and cafes and serves as the 
newest and most iconic landmark of South Ko-
rea’s design industry.

villas with the capacity to ca-
ter events of 800.

“The initial design for the 
fifth hotel was mainly respon-
ding to two sets of constraints: 
a limited footprint and client 
requests for a higher quantity 
of varied programming. ZHA 
has taken on the challenge of 
designing an innovative bui-
lding structure: multiple vis-
tas, vertical atria, a stringent 
response between design and 
structure are key elements of 
Zaha Hadid Architects’ re-
pertoire,” explains Viviana 
Muscettola, Senior Associate 
at ZHA and COD hotel tower 
project director.

With Macau’s abundant cul-
ture and diversity, Ho claims 
that he has always wanted to 
build something unique in and 
for the territory and is thrilled 
that Hadid and her team could 
realise this vision. Ho believes 
that “the new hotel is expected 
to greatly contribute to local 
tourism development through 
its enhanced cultural and vi-
sual landscape.”

Muscetolla echoes Ho’s ho-
pes: “The new hotel will beco-
me a strong presence and sta-
tement within the COD site as 
well as an urban reference for 
the Cotai Strip, an area which 
has seen interest from a series 
of new developments and for 
which the new hotel will beco-
me a new iconic identity.”

The architectural designs of 
COD’s fifth hotel tower are 
already complete and the bui-
lding is well under construc-
tion. *MDT/Macauhub  

Asia’s contemporary heritage

Artistic rendition of COD’s fifth hotel tower Zaha Hadid
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A second business 
matching ses-
sion was held 
yesterday at the 

Ballroom of Wynn Ma-
cau. The “2016 Second 
Quarter Wynn Local SME 
Procurement Partnership 
Program – Business Mat-
ching Session in Facilities 
Category” attracted near-
ly 90 local merchants to 
attend the event.  

The company presented 
an overview of its basic 
operations, as well as pro-
curement procedures and 
requirements, to the at-
tending SMEs. The com-
pany also met with local 
companies in a follow-up 
discussion. Three city 
banks - Bank of China 
Macau Branch, Industrial 
and Commercial Bank of 
China Macau, and Banco 
Nacional Ultramarino - 
also attended the meeting 
in order to provide local 
SMEs with any needed 
business information. 

A further highlight of the 

BREAD, clothing, carpentry 
products and other handi-

crafts, all made by inmates of 
Macau’s prisons, have been on 
display at the Macau Forum 
over the weekend.  

Co-organized by the Correc-
tional Services Bureau (DSC) 
and by the Civic and Munici-
pal Affairs Bureau (IACM), the 
Inmates’ Handicraft Exhibition 
2016 featured more than 300 
varieties of handicrafts, with 
over 2,000 works across all ca-
tegories. 

According to the DSC, proceeds 
from the exhibition will go toward 
a correctional fund for prisoners’ 
training and education.

Image and video slideshows 
were also presented, descri-
bing the purposes and activities 

THE Health Bureau (SSM) 
said Macau will not provi-

de vaccines to non-residents, 
with the exception of a small 
group of children who have 
established their residence in 
the territory.

SSM’s statement last week 
comes after several main-
land reports suggested that 
Guangdong is struggling with 
a shortage of several types of 
vaccines, including those for 
measles and polio. 

SSM is responsible for pur-
chasing vaccines under Ma-
cau’s immunization vaccine 
program. However, the bu-
reau stated that it would only 
assign approved vaccines to 
MSAR citizens, in keeping 

with regulations established 
years ago. 

The bureau added that tou-
rists can obtain vaccines in 
urgent circumstances, such 
as in cases of injury where the 
tetanus vaccine is needed. In 
these scenarios, all medical 
expenses should be covered by 
the patients. 

SSM also said that local 
medical centers, including 
Kiang Wu Hospital, have 
been conducting collective 
vaccinations in local schools 
and institutions over the 
years. 

The department emphasized 
that it has enough vaccines in 
Macau and that citizens shou-
ld not be concerned. 

Exhibition features over 
2,000 handicrafts by inmates 

HEALTH 

Gov’t says region has enough 
vaccines for residents

of the DSC, the Education and 
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
and the Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS) in assisting the inmates 

with social reintegration.    
Another exhibition featu-

ring drawings by local middle 
school students was held at the 
same time. The students visited 
Macau prisons during January 
and April. Inspired by their ex-
periences, the artworks depict 
Easter eggs, symbolizing the 
beginning of a new life for pri-
soners. 

The DSC has been organizing 
this exhibition for over a deca-
de, either once or twice every 
year. All handicrafts and food 
are made by inmates who par-
ticipated in the DSC’s handicra-
fts program. 

Until May 31, there were 1,316 
inmates in the Coloane Prison, 
comprising 1,108 males and 
208 females. A total of 293 
inmates received professional 
training in prison. The pro-
grams aim to impart life skills 
such as cooking, mending clo-
thing, construction and clea-
ning.   Staff reporter 

90 merchants attend Wynn 
business matching session 
day was the “Procurement 
Platform Mobile App De-
sign Competition” award 
presentation ceremony. 
The competition was co
-hosted by Wynn Macau 
and by the Macao Cham-
ber of Commerce (MCC). 
The panel was composed 
of representatives of the 
aforementioned organiza-
tions, as well as of repre-
sentatives from other go-
vernmental departments 
and associations.  

According to Wynn 
Macau, the mobile app 
will enable local SMEs 
to access opportunities 
presented by larger cor-
porations, and to foster 
the growth of the local te-

chnology industry. Wynn 
informed that the plat-
form will be open to the 
public, free of charge, “in 

a collaborative effort to 
promote mutually benefi-
cial development.” 

Currently, the gaming 

operator plans to provide 
a total of 36 categories of 
procurement items, and 
expects to organize quar-
terly business matching 
sessions. According to 
Wynn Macau, “the deve-
lopment of local enterpri-
ses is crucial in promo-
ting the diversification of 
Macau’s economy.”

Chui Yuk Lum António, 
vice-president of the board 
of directors of MCC, infor-
med that the participants 
of the program praised the 
offer of these opportunities 
made by large companies 
to SMEs. “The SMEs have 
confidence and hopes in 
the large gaming com-
panies,” said Chui. In addi-

tion, Chui also applauded 
the local government for 
its “hard work” in helping 
small companies to grow. 
“The government hopes 
large companies can help 
small companies to deve-
lop themselves,” he noted, 
adding that through the 
program, SMEs can im-
prove the quality of their 
products in order to meet 
the requirements of large 
companies.

Yesterday’s business 
matching session was 
supported by several go-
vernmental departments, 
including the Secretariat 
for Economy and Finan-
ce, and the Macao Trade 
and Investment Promo-
tion Institute. 

Wynn Macau issued a 
press release noting that 
this year’s opening of the 
Wynn Palace, in the Cotai 
area, will bring more busi-
ness opportunities to local 
enterprises, thus further 
developing the local supply 
chain.  Staff reporter
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Following the 4G+ “City Link (Macau & HK)” 
service plan launched in March, CTM has been 
actively co-operating with the telecom operator 
in China - CMCC, so as to expand the coverage 
area of the service plan. CTM announced that 
4G+ “City Link” (Macau, HK & China) Service 
Plan was launched yesterday, providing the 
frequent cross-border travelers between China, 
Macau and Hong Kong a more flexible monthly 
service plan to enjoy free mobile data usage wi-
thin the three areas. 

CTM said in a press release that the launch of 
the service could further stimulate the exchan-
ge of economic and tourism industry between 
the cities, so as to bring the customers a break-
through and innovative telecommunications 
experience.

According to CTM, after the collaboration and 
launching of 4G+ “City Link Plan (Macau & HK)” 
with HK CSL in March, CTM has been working 
with the China telecom operator CMCC to ex-
tend the service coverage to the mainland. Wi-
thout limitation of boundaries, as long as custo-
mers are connected to CSL’s network in Hong 
Kong or to CMCC’s network in China, mobile 
data will be deducted from the usage amount 
included in the monthly plan. When the mobile 
data usage exceeds the monthly free usage, 
the excess usage will be automatically charged 
to MOP0.25/MB within these three areas. 

ctm launched 4g+ ‘city 
link’ service plan 

AIRASIA has sou-
ght to be listed on 
Hong Kong’s stock 
exchange market, 

following a move towards 
establishing a joint venture 
in China to help create traffic 
from rapidly growing secon-
dary and tertiary cities.

The expansion comes in 
light of China heading to 
overtake the Western aircra-
ft market despite the recent 
slackening growth of its eco-
nomy, said sources to Reu-
ters on the eve of Britain’s 
Farnborough Airshow.

The Malaysian low-cost 
airline, which already has 
an hub in Macau (linking 
the MSAR with several Sou-
theast Asian cities), is cur-
rently searching for extra 
aircraft to meet the strong 
demand in North Asia and 
other regions, aiming to col-
laborate with the backing of 
a Chinese state-owned enter-
prise.

AirAsia’s co-founder and 

AirAsia to expand in 
China, seeks HK listing

chief executive Tony Fernan-
des said the demand from 
Chinese travelers has reco-
vered, following an almost 
six-fold surge in its quarterly 
revenue in May for the bud-
get-carrier.

Fernandes now plans to use 
AirAsia’s short-haul and long- 
haul flights to connect pas-
sengers from North Asia to 

Southeast Asia and Austra-
lia.

Meanwhile sources said 
a Hong Kong listing could 
help raise the airline’s pro-
file and will allow for the 
raising new capital, also re-
vealing that the company’s 
long term aim is to have a 
joint venture in either Hong 
Kong or China.

A Twitter post by Fernandes 
hinted at the potential dual 
listing without revealing the 
location, also implying the 
possibility of new aircraft.

“Looking at more ancillary 
[revenues], more capacity 
and dual listing,” he wrote in 
his post.

China contributes nearly 
40 percent of the group’s re-
venues. However, Fernandes 
believes that there “is still a 
lot to do in North Asia” as 
it is a significant long-haul 
market.

The airline’s expansion also 
contributes to its recovery 
from the recent turbulence 
due to low oil prices, and a 
sharp drop in share price ex-
perienced in 2015.

The airline is preparing 
strategies to meet market de-
mands in Korea and Japan, 
adding that they are also op-
timistic about India, as the 
country has recently eased 
restrictions on foreign direct 
investment. LV
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Okech Francis and William Davison

TWO Chinese peacekeepers 
were killed in South Su-

dan’s capital as the deaths of 
hundreds of people over the 
weekend raise the specter of the 
oil-producing African nation’s 
return to all-out civil war.

Heavy fighting continued in 
Juba yesterday, about four 
days after a shootout in the 
city between forces loyal to 
President Salva Kiir and Vice 
President Riek Machar, the 
former rebel leader. The vio-
lence comes less than three 
months since the two sides 
formed a transitional govern-
ment to end a conflict in the 
world’s newest nation that 
has claimed the lives of tens 
of thousands of people since it 
began in December 2013.

The transitional administra-
tion “is now dead,” said Alex 
de Waal, executive director of 
the World Peace Foundation at 
Tufts University in Massachu-
setts. “The idea of stationing 
two armies, still hostile, within 
or on the edges of Juba, and en-
trusting the security of the city 
to them, has been shown to be 
profoundly flawed.”

The U.S. government has or-
dered the evacuation of non- 
essential personnel from the 
capital and demanded an im-
mediate end to fighting. U.S. 
Ambassador to Kenya Bob Go-
dec yesterday said a regional 
force may need to deployed to 
stabilize South Sudan.

An arms embargo and other 
measures should also be consi-
dered to force leaders to rein in 
their troops, he told reporters 
in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi.

South Sudan, which marked 
its fifth anniversary of indepen-
dence from Sudan on Saturday, 
has been ruled by the transi-

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

INDIA has the most 
transparent companies 

while Chinese firms are 
the most opaque, accor-
ding to a global watch-
dog’s survey released yes-
terday that assesses the 
efforts of companies in 
emerging markets to fight 
corruption.

Transparency Interna-
tional said the report’s 
findings were “pathetic” 
and highlighted the ur-
gent need for big multi-
national companies to do 
more to fight corruption.

The report covered 100 
companies in 15 emerging- 
market countries that also 
included Brazil, Mexico 
and Russia. The overall 
score slipped since the 
last Transparency In Cor-
porate Reporting survey 
in 2013, falling a fraction 

People walk with their belongings in the capital, Juba

In this March 25, 2010 file photo, commuters go past hoardings of 
Bharti Airtel on a street in Ahmadabad, India

Peacekeepers killed in South 
Sudan as civil war looms
tional government since April, 
after Kiir and Machar agreed to 
work together to end the civil 
war. The conflict forced more 
than 2 million people to flee 
their homes and cut oil produc-
tion in the country, which has 
sub-Saharan Africa’s third-big-
gest crude reserves, by at least 
a third to as little as 120,000 
barrels per day.

The country’s crude, pumped 
by China National Petroleum 
Corp., Malaysia’s Petroliam 
Nasional Bhd. and India’s Oil & 
Natural Gas Corp., is exported 
via a pipeline through its nor-
thern neighbor. Sudanese offi-
cials “don’t expect the oil will 
stop coming,” Information Mi-
nister Ahmed Bilal Osman said 
by phone from that nation’s ca-
pital, Khartoum.

President Umar al-Bashir’s 
office contacted both Kiir and 
Machar on Sunday, although 
their inability to give assuran-
ces about the situation suggest 
“it might be out of their hands,” 
Osman said, without giving fur-
ther details.

Forces loyal to Kiir and Ma-
char clashed in Juba on the 
night of July 7, leaving at least 
five people dead. The following 
day, fighting at the presidential 
compound killed at least 115 
people, a spokesman for Ma-
char’s fighters, William Gatjia-
th Deng, said by phone.

On Sunday, heavy gunfire 
erupted in the west of the city, 
while government helicopters 
were seen attacking opposition 

bases. Machar’s troops were 
still under attack yesterday, 
and the “situation is deteriora-
ting,” Deng said.

State-run China Central Te-
levision reported the deaths of 
the two Chinese troops serving 
with the United Nations pea-
cekeeping mission via its Twit-
ter account.

Heavy clashes continued yes-
terday near the UN’s two bases 
in Juba, the mission’s acting 

spokeswoman, Shantal Per-
saud, said by phone. Both com-
pounds were hit on Sunday, she 
said.

The UN Security Council ur-
ged an immediate end to the 
fighting, while Secretary-Gene-
ral Ban Ki-moon said he was 
“shocked and appalled” by the 
bloodshed.

“This senseless violence is 
unacceptable and has the po-
tential of reversing the progress 

made so far in the peace pro-
cess,” he said in a statement.

The UN Refugee Agency 
said Monday that neighboring 
Uganda has closed its border 
with South Sudan, citing refu-
gees near the crossing. Ugan-
dan army spokesman Paddy 
Ankunda rejected speculation 
the country will deploy troops 
to South Sudan, as it did in 
support of Kiir in late 2013. 
Bloomberg

Survey: Indian firms best, China worst on transparency

to 3.4 out of 10, with three 
quarters of companies 
scoring less than half.

The Berlin-based wa-
tchdog warned that the 
failure of a vast majority 
of companies surveyed 

to operate transparently 
risks creating an environ-
ment for corruption to 
thrive both in their busi-
nesses and the countries 
where they operate.

The weak scores are a 

big concern for global 
corruption fighting ef-
forts, said Susan Cote-
Freeman, Transparency’s 
head of business integri-
ty. “All these companies 
including the Chinese 
ones are expanding in 
other geographies and 
they really have to raise 
the bar on their anticor-
ruption and disclosure 
practices if we’re going 
to have a level playing 
field and if we’re going to 
really tackle this problem 
of corruption.”

Companies were scored 
on three measures: anti-
corruption programs, the 
amount of information 
disclosed about subsidia-
ries, joint ventures and 
other holdings, and fi-
nancial data released for 
operations in each coun-
try where it has business.

Thirty-seven Chinese 

companies were evalua-
ted, making them the 
survey’s biggest group, 
but they had the weakest 
overall performance. The 
three companies that sco-
red zero out of 10 were 
all Chinese: automaker 
Chery, appliance maker 
Galanz and auto parts 
maker Wanxiang Group. 
The list’s bottom 25 spots 
were also dominated by 
Chinese companies.

“The very weak Chinese 
results stem from weak or 
non-existent anticorrup-
tion policies and proce-
dures, or a clear failure to 
disclose them in line with 
international practice,” 
Transparency Internatio-
nal said in a news release 
accompanying its report.

Spokespersons for 
Chery and Wanxiang did 
not immediately respond 
to a request for comment 

on the report. Galanz re-
presentatives could not 
be reached for comment.

Indian firms, on the 
other hand, dominated 
the top spots. Telecom 
company Bharti Air-
tel took first place with 
a score of 7.3 out of 10, 
followed by six units of 
conglomerate Tata and 
technology company Wi-
pro.

One reason Indian com-
panies came out on top 
is strict government re-
quirements for financial 
disclosures, including 
operations in different 
countries. Another is that 
older companies such as 
Tata have been focusing 
on anticorruption efforts 
for “quite a long time,” 
said Cote-Freeman.

Only one Chinese com-
pany, telecom gear maker 
ZTE, placed in the top 25. AP

AP
 P

H
OT

O

AP
 P

H
OT

O



tue 12.07.2016

CHINA中國macau’s leading newspaper 11
 

th Anniversary

 

Gillian Wong, Jim Gomez 

CHINA has intensified 
the drumbeat of its 
opposition to an inter-
national tribunal’s ru-

ling expected today that could 
threaten its expansive claims in 
the South China Sea.

How Beijing responds to the 
ruling in the case filed by U.S. 
ally the Philippines could chart 
the course of global power re-
lations in an increasingly dan-
gerous hotspot. It comes as the 
U.S. has ramped up its military 
presence in the region and cou-
ld seek to marshal world opi-
nion to pressure Beijing into 
complying with the verdict. 
A new Philippine leader who 
appears friendlier to Beijing 
could also influence the after-
math of the ruling.

The Hague-based tribunal will 
decide on the 2013 case that 
challenges the so-called nine-
dash line that China uses to 
claim virtually the entire Sou-
th China Sea and which Mani-
la opposes because it infringes 
upon its own 200-mile exclusi-
ve economic zone. The dispute 
centers on waters through whi-
ch an estimated USD5 trillion 
in global trade passes through 
each year and are home to rich 
fishing stocks and a potential 
wealth of oil, gas and other re-
sources.

The Philippines has also asked 
the tribunal to rule on whether 
several disputed areas are out-
crops, reefs or islands, a move 
aimed at clarifying the extent of 
territorial waters they are entit-
led to or if they can project ex-
clusive economic zones.

More than merely about the 
sovereignty over the rocks and 
reefs or the actual waters, the 
South China Sea dispute has 
become a testing ground for a 
rising China to challenge the 
U.S.’s leadership in the Asian 
strategic order, analysts say.

Beijing wants to use this dis-
pute to show how “China’s own 
growing maritime power and 
its economic significance to 
the United States and the glo-
bal economy have reached the 
point where the United States 
can no longer afford to stand 
up to China,” said Hugh White, 
professor of strategic studies at 
The Australian National Uni-
versity. “That calculation might 
prove to be wrong.”

China has boycotted the case, 
arguing that the tribunal has no 
jurisdiction and saying it won’t 
accept the ruling. It has insisted 
that bilateral talks between Bei-
jing and other claimants is the 
only way to address the dispute.

Some experts have speculated 

Land reclamation of Mischief Reef in the Spratly Islands in the South China Sea

 China has 
insisted that 
bilateral talks 
between 
Beijing and 
other claimants 
is the only way 
to address the 
dispute

Beijing intensifies opposition 
ahead of South China Sea ruling 

that China could respond to an 
unfavorable ruling by estab-
lishing an air defense identifi-
cation zone over all or part of 
the South China Sea. There is 
similar speculation that China 
might militarize a reef off the 
Philippine coast, the Scarbo-
rough Shoal, where a standoff 
with China prompted the Phi-
lippines to initiate the tribu-
nal case in 2013. Beijing has 
given no direct indication of a 
tougher response, saying it re-
mains committed to bilateral 
negotiations with Manila.

Today’s ruling might further 
pressure China to clarify what 
exactly it is claiming with its 
“nine-dash line” boundary.

Findings of the tribunal are 
binding on the parties, inclu-
ding China. But the court - wi-
thout police or military forces 
or a system of sanctions at its 

disposal - can’t enforce its ru-
ling, so its potential impact re-
mains unclear.

Still, in recent weeks, China 
has spared no effort to denoun-
ce the proceedings as unlawful, 
publishing state media com-
mentaries and deploying senior 
military officers, current and 
former top officials and aca-
demics to relentlessly convey 
Beijing’s opposition. Yesterday, 
the day before the verdict, the 
overseas edition of the ruling 
Communist Party’s mouthpie-
ce, the People’s Daily, urged the 
Philippines to return to talks 
with China and the U.S. to stay 
out of the dispute.

The arbitration outcome, 
known as an “award,” was dis-
missed by former Chinese sta-
te councilor Dai Bingguo, in 
a conference in Washington, 
D.C., last week, as “nothing 
more than a piece of paper.”

Beijing has faced mounting 
calls to observe international 
law. At a U.S. congressional 
hearing last week, Abraham 
Denmark, deputy assistant se-
cretary of defense for East Asia, 
urged both parties to comply 
with the ruling. Denmark said 
it was a chance to determine 
whether the region’s future will 
be defined by adherence to in-
ternational laws or by “raw cal-
culations of power.”

China might use strong rhe-
toric but not take aggressive 
action to avoid having the topic 

dominate the agenda at upco-
ming multilateral forums, said 
Bonnie Glaser, senior adviser 
for Asia at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies 
in Washington, D.C.

Glaser said Chinese officials 
she’s spoken to say privately 
they hope the case would not 
rule entirely in the Philippines’ 
favor so that Beijing can say in 
internal discussions that Chine-
se interests have not been “irre-
parably harmed.”

A key factor that could chan-
ge the equation of the conse-
quences of this ruling is how 
the Philippines’ new President 
Rodrigo Duterte decides to res-
pond. His predecessor Benigno 
Aquino III’s government filed 
the case, straining Manila’s re-
lations with Beijing, but Duter-
te has shown readiness to mend 
frosty ties with China.

While Duterte has made cri-
tical remarks against the U.S., 
he has pointed out the benefits 
of nurturing friendly relations 
with Beijing, including a Chi-
nese offer of financing railway 
projects in the Philippines. Du-
terte’s rise has given China an 
opening to make inroads in one 
of America’s closest security 
allies.

Last week, Duterte said his go-
vernment stood ready to talk to 
China if it gets a favorable ru-
ling. “When it’s favorable to us, 
let’s talk,” he said. “We are not 
prepared to go to war, war is a 

dirty word.”
It remains to be seen, howe-

ver, how far Duterte can stray 
from Manila’s critical stance 
on China’s territorial assertive-
ness, given his country’s close 
ties with the U.S. and growing 
nationalist sentiment against 
China’s actions.

Jay Batongbacal, an expert on 
South China Sea issues at the 
state-run University of the Phi-
lippines, said the government 
should avoid revealing its cards 
ahead of potential negotiations 
with Beijing, “otherwise you 
lose the leverage that you have.”

Left-wing activists protested 
at the Chinese consulate in me-
tropolitan Manila yesterday, 
urging China to leave what they 
said were other countries’ terri-
tories.

“We’re calling on our brothers 
in Southeast Asia that this call 
for a ‘Chexit,’ or China exit, now 
is not only for Filipinos but for 
all to call on China to respect 
our territorial integrity,” said 
protest leader Mong Palatino.

Experts say the outcome of the 
dispute could provide ammuni-
tion for other countries invol-
ved in disputes with China. Six 
governments have overlapping 
territorial claims in the South 
China Sea - China, Vietnam, 
the Philippines, Taiwan, Ma-
laysia and Brunei. In addition, 
China’s nine-dash line overlaps 
waters that are part of Indone-
sia’s internationally recognized 
exclusive economic zone.

“This is a time for China not 
to keep pushing forward too 
aggressively because they could 
embolden Vietnam and Indo-
nesia to file a case as well,” Gla-
ser said.

Regardless, the ruling is un-
likely to stop China from conti-
nuing to pursue more effective 
control over the sea space and 
airspace of the South China 
Sea, Glaser said.

Over the last few months, the 
U.S. has held combined exerci-
ses by two Navy aircraft carrier 
strike groups off the coast of 
the Philippines and freedom of 
navigation cruises near China’s 
man-made islands to assert its 
presence in the Western Pacific. 
Chinese state media have ac-
cused Washington of trying to 
turn the South China Sea “into 
a powder keg” and warned it 
not to underestimate China’s 
determination to defend its ter-
ritorial claims.

Chinese warships, fighter jets 
and submarines have held live-
fire war games as part of what 
the People’s Liberation Army 
Navy called routine exercises in 
the week running up to the tri-
bunal’s ruling, drills that were 
seen at least in part responding 
to the U.S. presence.

“There’s a real game of ner-
ves going on here with China 
perhaps assuming that the U.S. 
is bluffing and the U.S. hoping 
that China will actually not test 
American resolve,” Australian 
National University’s White 
said. AP
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Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

A resounding election 
victory for Japanese 
Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe’s ruling bloc 

has opened the door a crack for 
his long-cherished ambition to 
revise the constitution for the 
first time since it was enacted 
in 1947 — a behind-the-scenes 
agenda that could over time 
change Japan’s future.

Gains in parliamentary elec-
tions Sunday mean that Abe’s 
ruling Liberal Democratic Par-
ty, with the help of coalition 
partner Komeito and fringe 
groups supporting constitu-
tional change, now can cobble 
together the crucial two-thirds 
majority in the 242-member 
upper house needed to propose 
revision and put it to a referen-
dum.

The LDP and Komeito already 
have a two-thirds majority in 
the lower house. Holding a so-
called “supermajority” in both 
houses is rare, and the LDP’s 
long-term goal of constitutional 
revision has never seemed so 
realistic.

Once the excitement subsides, 
however, the road to constitu-
tional revision remains long 
and difficult. Fundamental 
change is unlikely in the re-
maining two years in Abe’s pre-
miership, though he may angle 
for another three-year term. 
But if Abe sets his sights low, 
he may be able to win approval 
for a modest revision that could 
lay the groundwork for deeper 
change later.

Abe told a parliamentary 
session in March that he was 
hoping to achieve a revision 
during his term, which expi-
res in September 2018, but he 
hasn’t said specifically what 
change he would seek. After the 
election victory, he seems game 
to test the waters.

NORTH Korea said 
yesterday it will end 

a diplomatic communi-
cation channel with the 
United States and hinted 
at harsher punishment 
for Americans detained in 
the country in retaliation 
for U.S. sanctions that 
target leader Kim Jong 
Un.

The U.S. government 
last week imposed penal-
ties on Kim and 10 other 
top officials for alleged 
human rights abuses. 
North Korea is already 
sanctioned because of 

Japanese Prime Minister and leader of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, Shinzo Abe, speaks during a press conference in 
Tokyo, yesterday

North Korea vows to close diplomat channel with US

ANALYSIS

Japan’s vote opens door 
to constitution change

“We will move on to a next 
stage and start discussing whi-
ch articles should be revised 
and in what way,” Abe said late 
Sunday, saying he would lau-
nch a parliamentary research 
committee.

As a grandson and admirer 
of Nobusuke Kishi, a former 
prime minister who despised 
the U.S.-drafted constitution, 
rewriting the charter is an im-
portant goal for Abe. For Abe’s 
Liberal Democratic Party, the 
1947 charter is the legacy of Ja-
pan’s war defeat and an imposi-
tion of the victors’ world order 
and Western values.

Japan’s postwar constitution 
renounces the use of force in in-
ternational conflicts, and limits 

its military to self-defense only, 
although Japan has a well- 
equipped modern army, navy 
and air force that work closely 
with the U.S., Japan’s top ally.

Abe’s government adopted a 
new interpretation of the war- 
renouncing Article 9 in 2014 
so Japan can take on a bigger 
military role internationally, 
and parliament enacted a set of 
security laws last year to allow 
Japan to defend also the U.S. 
and other allies in certain cir-
cumstances.

Some Japanese agree with 
Abe’s views on security because 
of growing fears about terro-
rism, North Korea’s missile and 
nuclear weapons ambitions and 
China’s military assertiveness, 

while others appreciate the 
charter as a symbol of postwar 
democracy and take pride in 
the war-renouncing pledge.

Besides Article 9, the ruling 
party proposed changes in a 
2012 draft revision that would 
restore pre-war traditions and 
family values centered on the 
emperor, and to balance the 
national interest with the cons-
titution’s “basic human rights.”

That kind of fundamental re-
vision would be difficult to get 
through parliament, not to 
mention win approval in a re-
ferendum. The LDP would have 
to win over Komeito, a Bud-
dhist-backed party not keen on 
that kind of change, or it would 
have to find other supporters in 

parliament.
Stephen Nagy, a professor of 

international politics at Inter-
national Christian University 
in Tokyo, writes that “despite a 
two-thirds majority in the upper 
house, constitutional revision is 
unlikely,” citing public support 
for the pacifist constitution and 
divided views on both revision 
and legislative priorities within 
the ruling party.

“Lawmakers are interested 
in prioritizing economic grow-
th and a bolder commitment 
to structural reform instead of 
wasting valuable political capi-
tal on changing Article 9 of the 
Constitution,” Nagy said in an 
online article for the Asia and 
Pacific Policy Society.

The LDP’s election success 
largely reflects the choice of Ja-
panese voters for stability and a 
lack of opposition alternatives, 
rather than an endorsement of 
constitutional change.

Many voters said in exit polls 
they were unaware of the signi-
ficance of a two-thirds majority, 
suggesting their disinterest in 
the revision issue.

Abe could decide to pursue a 
less controversial change. Ko-
meito, for example, prefers the 
addition of privacy and other 
rights to adapt the charter to 
societal changes since 1947, ra-
ther than revisions to the exis-
ting language.

There is also growing specu-
lation that Abe may seek an 
extension as party leader, thou-
gh LDP leaders generally step 
down after two terms to give a 
chance to others.

“If he can continue another 
three years, which is until 
September 2021, then he mi-
ght be able to accomplish the 
amendment. On top of that 
he can welcome the Olympic 
Games in 2020 as prime mi-
nister,” said freelance politi-
cal analyst Takao Toshikawa. 
“Perhaps that’s his ambition, 
even though he doesn’t openly 
talk about it.”

Asked about the possibility at 
a post-election news conference 
yesterday, Abe didn’t comment 
one way or the other. Ultimate-
ly, it would depend on whether 
he can cement his grip on power 
within the party, and persuade 
his colleagues to grant him an 
unusual third term. AP

its nuclear weapons pro-
gram, but it was the first 
time that Kim has been 
personally sanctioned. 
The North called the 
sanctions tantamount to 
a war declaration.

Yesterday, the North’s 
state media said it told 
the United States it will 
terminate contact throu-
gh a U.N. channel in New 
York that allowed diplo-
mats to communicate.

The New York chan-
nel refers to a method 
for North Korea’s U.N. 
diplomats to commu-
nicate with U.S. diplo-
mats in New York. This 
is needed because the 
countries don’t have di-
plomatic ties and their 
animosities have deepe-
ned because of the Nor-
th’s nuclear and missile 
programs.

The North also said it 

informed Washington 
that it will handle all is-
sues between the two 
countries according to 
an unspecified wartime 
law, including Americans 
detained in North Korea, 
according to the state-run 
Korean Central News 
Agency.

The North’s actions cou-
ld complicate U.S. efforts 
to secure the release of at 
least two American citi-

zens being held for alle-
ged espionage, subver-
sion and other anti-state 
activities. One is serving a 
10-year prison term with 
hard labor while the other 
received 15 years.

The North’s threat, car-
ried in state media, was 
typical of past bluster. 
It came three days after 
Seoul and Washington 
said they were close to 
determining a location 

in South Korea for the 
Terminal High-Altitude 
Area Defense, or THAAD, 
system to better deal with 
North Korean threats.

South Korea’s Presi-
dent Park Geun-hye said 
yesterday she agreed on 
the U.S. missile deploy-
ment because North 
Korea has openly threa-
tened to launch nuclear 
and missile attacks on 
South Korea. MDT/AP
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INDIAN authorities strug-
gled to contain street protests 

yesterday by Kashmiris defying 
patrols and a stringent curfew 
after at least 25 people died in 
clashes that followed the killing 
of a top rebel leader.

Paramilitary troops and poli-
ce in riot gear patrolled villages 
and towns in the Himalayan 
region. Most shops were shut-
tered, businesses were closed, 
and cellphone and mobile in-
ternet services were suspen-
ded in parts of the region. But 
crowds ignored the clampdown 
and clashed with government 
troops in parts of the main city 
of Srinagar and several other 
places in the region.

SUSPECTED Abu Sayyaf 
militants kidnapped three 

Indonesian fishermen over the 
weekend in the latest in a se-
ries of incidents highlighting 
weak security in the Celebes 
Sea that borders Malaysia, In-
donesia and the Philippines.

The head of Indonesia’s inte-
lligence agency said yesterday 
that the men were working on a 
Malaysian fishing boat off Lahad 
Datu in the Malaysian part of 
northern Borneo. Sutiyoso, who 
goes by one name, said the kid-
nappers fled with their hostages 
into Philippine waters.

“We suspect that the hos-
tages are held by a militant 
group which is part of the Abu 
Sayyaf network,” he said.

Several crew on the fishing 
boat escaped and are now in 
Malaysia.

Indonesian Foreign Minis-
ter Retno Marsudi said kid-
nappings can’t be tolerated 
and urged the Philippines and 
Malaysia to ensure the safety 
of their territories.

She said defense ministers 
from the three countries will 

discuss plans to boost securi-
ty at a meeting today.

Indonesia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines agreed in May to 
carry out coordinated patrols 
in border waters following the 
kidnappings of Indonesian tug 
boat and barge crews by Abu 
Sayyaf militants based in the 
southern Philippines. The three 
governments are concerned that 
unchecked kidnappings, piracy 
and other crime could undermi-
ne commerce in the region.

The Indonesians, who were 
held captive in the jungles 
of Sulu province in the sou-
thern Philippines, were later 
released. The Indonesian go-
vernment denied it had been 
involved in paying a ransom.

Including the incident over 
the weekend, a total of 24 
Indonesian have been kid-
napped by Abu Sayyaf mili-
tants this year.

The Philippines, meanwhi-
le, has stepped up its military 
offensive against Abu Sayyaf, 
which earlier this year behea-
ded two Canadians it had held 
hostage since September. AP

Kashmiri Muslim protesters taunt Indian policemen as they clash in Srinagar

Three Indonesians 
kidnapped by suspected 
Abu Sayyaf militants

INDIA

Kashmir seethes as 
25 killed in clashes 

At least two teenagers injured 
in the clashes died in a hospi-
tal yesterday, said a police offi-
cer who spoke on condition of 
anonymity as he was not autho-
rized to speak to reporters.

The protests erupted Satur-
day, a day after Indian troops 
killed Burhan Wani, the young 
leader of Kashmir’s largest re-
bel group, Hizbul Mujahideen, 
which has been fighting since 
the 1990s against Indian rule. 
Wani, in his early 20s, had be-
come the iconic face of Kash-
mir’s militancy, using social 
media to rally supporters and 
reach out to other youths like 
him who had grown up while 
hundreds of thousands of In-

dian armed forces have been 
deployed across the region.

Police Inspector-General Syed 
Javaid Mujtaba Gillani descri-
bed Wani’s killing as the “big-
gest success against militants” 
in recent years.

Pakistan’s foreign secretary 
expressed its concerns over the 
killings of Wani and civilian 
protesters to Indian authorities 
yesterday. Foreign Secretary 
Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry con-
veyed to Indian High Commis-
sioner Gautam Bambawale that 
the use of force against peaceful 
protesters was a human rights 
violation and that a fair inquiry 
should be made into the killin-
gs, according to the secretary’s 
statement. 

At least 24 civilians and one 
policeman have died from wou-
nds sustained in clashes since 
Saturday, as law enforcement 
officers used live ammunition, 
pellet guns and tear gas to try to 
break up the protests.

Pakistan and India each admi-
nister part of Kashmir but claim 
the region entirely. In the por-
tion controlled by India, opposi-
tion to India is strong. Many in 
the region of 12 million people 
resent the deployment of hun-
dreds of thousands of Indian 
troops and openly voice support 
for the rebels fighting for inde-
pendence or a merger with nei-
ghboring Pakistan. MDT/AP
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MICHIGAN is tri-
ckier than it may 
appear for Hillary 
Clinton, a Democrat 

whose party’s presidential nomi-
nees have carried the struggling 
manufacturing hub for decades.

Bernie Sanders beat her in the 
state’s Democratic primary by rai-
ling against the North American 
Free Trade Agreement. Republi-
can Donald Trump is more popu-
lar with Michigan’s working-class 
white voters than past GOP can-
didates, and has pledged to back 
out of the treaty that some blame 
for the loss of countless Rust Belt 
jobs.

While Clinton’s history of su-
pporting free trade may not cost 
her the state, it is costing cam-
paign staff and money to defend 
its 16 electoral votes.

“It’s an issue that Sanders used 
to his advantage in the primary 
and obviously was successful,” 
said Michigan Democratic orga-
nizer Amy Chapman, who was 
Barack Obama’s state director 
in 2008 and a senior adviser in 
2012. “Obviously, it’s something 
they need to figure out as they fi-
gure out what it takes to win Mi-
chigan.”

Trump last week blasted the 
pact signed by President Bill Clin-
ton and predicted that backing 
out would restore millions of fac-
tory jobs.

At stake is the white, working-

Ahmed Al-Haj, Sanaa

THE Saudi-led coali-
tion targeting Yemen’s 

Shiite rebels has caused 
extensive damage to the 
impoverished Arabian Pe-
ninsula country’s econo-
mic infrastructure in the 
year-long air campaign, an 
international rights group 
said yesterday.

Human Rights Watch 
said the coalition airs-
trikes have hit factories, 
warehouses, and power 
stations. In a new report, 
HRW documented airs-
trikes on 13 key facilities 
in Yemen since the be-
ginning of the Saudi-led 
campaign in March 2015, 
until February.

The New York-based 
watchdog said those airs-
trikes killed a total of 30 
civilians and left hundreds 
of Yemenis unemployed. 
The facilities that were hit 
had produced, stored, and 
distributed food, medici-
ne, and electricity.

HRW said that “taken 
together, the attacks on 
factories and other civilian 
economic structures raise 
serious concerns that the 
Saudi-led coalition has de-
liberately sought to inflict 

HUNDREDS of people joined family, friends 
and members of Spain’s bullfighting world for a 

funeral Mass yesterday for bullfighter Victor Barrio 
who was fatally gored in a bullring this past weekend.

People applauded and shouted “torero, torero” as 
the coffin was carried from a hearse to a packed San 
Bartolome church in the central town of Sepulveda 
where Barrio lived.

The 29-year-old matador died after being gored in 
the thigh and chest in the central city of Teruel on 
Saturday. The goring was broadcast live on television 
and news of his death stirred widespread reaction 
across Spain. King Felipe VI and acting Prime Minis-
ter Mariano Rajoy expressed condolences.

Medics were at Barrio’s side almost immediately 
but he died later in the bullring’s infirmary.

He was the first professional matador to die during 
a bullfight in Spain since 21-year-old Frenchman 
Jose Cubero Yiyo was fatally gored in 1985 in Madrid.

His wife, Raquel Sanz, was at the ring when the go-
ring happened.

In messages on her official Twitter account Sunday, 
Sanz thanked those who had expressed condolences 
and said, “My life has gone, I have no strength.’”

Prominent members of the bullfighting world were 
among those attending the Mass.

“Today you can see it, everybody is here, all the bull-
fighting world — to put our arms around a destroyed 
family, and to acknowledge the valor, the commit-
ment and all the values that Victor Barrio had as a 
person and as a bullfighter,” matador Enrique Ponce 
told reporters.

Fellow bullfighter and a friend of Barrio’s, Esau Fer-
nandez, said, “The words don’t come out. He was a 
good friend, he was a colleague, we grew up together.”

Festivities in Teruel were immediately suspended 
following Barrio’s death. AP

Shiite rebels hold their weapons as they chant slogans during a rally 
to mark Al-Quds (Jerusalem) day in Sanaa, earlier this month

Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton speaks in Washington

SPAIN

Hundreds attend 
funeral of gored 
bullfighter

Rights group says Saudi-led 
coalition damaged Yemen economy

widespread damage to 
Yemen’s production capa-
city.”

Yemen is in the grip of 
a civil war pitting gover-
nment forces backed by 
the Saudi-led coalition 
against the country’s Shii-
te rebels known as Hou-
this and army units loyal 
to a former president. The 
conflict has killed an esti-
mated 9,000 people and 
pushed the Arab world’s 
poorest country to the 
brink of famine. It created 

deep political and securi-
ty vacuum that enabled 
Yemen’s al-Qaida branch, 
Al-Qaida in the Arabian 
Peninsula, and an upstart 
Islamic State affiliate to 
seize large swaths of land 
and carry out large-scale 
attacks.

U.N.-mediated peace 
talks hosted by Kuwait 
between Yemen’s warring 
sides almost collapsed last 
month after weeks of fai-
led negotiations while a 
cease-fire declared by the 

United Nations since April 
10 remains shaky, with 
both sides reporting nu-
merous breaches.

Saudi Arabia, which per-
ceives Yemen to the south 
as its backyard, accuses 
the Houthis of acting as 
Iranian proxy. The rebels 
accuse the Saudis of using 
Yemen as a stage for se-
ttling its scores with the 
Shiite power Iran, Saudi 
Arabia’s rival.

Brig. Gen. Ahmed al- 
Asiri, the coalition spokes-
man, has claimed interna-
tional rights groups and 
U.N. agencies are issuing 
misleading reports and 
depending on the Houthis 
as the primary source of 
information. Al-Asiri cou-
ld not immediately be rea-
ched for a comment on the 
HRW report.

HRW said its report was 
based on interviews with 
37 witnesses in the Yeme-
ni capital, Sanaa, and the 
city of Hodeida, as well as 
studies of remnants of mu-
nitions found on the site 
of the bombed facilities. 
It also said that in at least 
six of the sites, munitions 
were produced or supplied 
by the United States and 
Great Britain. AP

US 2016 ELECTION CAMPAIGN

NAFTA a sore spot for some 
Democrats on Clinton
class vote, which Trump says he 
can turn out in droves, thereby 
putting upper Midwestern battle-
grounds long carried by Demo-
crats into competition in his quest 
for the 270 electoral votes needed 
to win the presidency.

Trump says his appeal to disa-
ffected workers has taken hold, 
and can put in play Wisconsin 
and Pennsylvania, states carried 
by Democratic presidential candi-
dates since the 1980s.

Hillary Clinton supports rene-
gotiating NAFTA, signed in 1992 
and in effect since 1994, with Ca-
nada and Mexico. She also has 
said she opposes the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, an ambitious 
agreement with Asian nations.

But she also has demonstrated 
that Trump’s argument is worth 
her time to rebut. Last week, Clin-
ton criticized Trump’s business 
practices and sought the help 
of U.S. Rep. Brenda Lawrence, 
D-Mich., to argue that Trump’s 
practice as a real estate mogul 
contradicts his talk.

“What happened in the Trump 
Casino in Atlantic City was the 
fact that he did not honor con-
tracts,” Lawrence told Michigan 
reporters after Clinton spoke in 
Atlantic City, New Jersey. “He did 
not pay for services.”

Trump’s trade position, a sharp 

departure from Republican or-
thodoxy, has the appearance of 
moving to Clinton’s left on trade, 
and sounds an alarm for her to 
address the treaty in Michigan, 
say Democratic activists in the 
state.

“She has to admit that NAFTA 

hurt people here tremendously,” 
said Ed Bruley, Democratic chair-
man in Macomb County, a largely 
white, working-class suburban 
area stretching northeast from 
Detroit.

Clinton can still carry Michigan, 
he added. “But she needs to really 
emote with people here and re-
cognize that there is a problem.”

Less than 20 miles away, the 
Mexican and Canadian flags fly 
alongside the stars and stripes ou-
tside General Motors’ Technical 
Center in Warren.

Michigan has lost a net of more 
than 500,000 manufacturing jobs 
since 2000, according to federal 
labor statistics, a dive that stee-
pened during the recession that 
afflicted the rest of the nation in 
2008.

In the chase for 270 electoral 
votes, Trump can afford to lose 
Florida’s 29 electoral votes, if he 
can make up for it by winning, 
say Michigan’s 16 and Ohio’s 18, 
or Wisconsin’s 10 and Pennsylva-
nia’s 20. MDT/AP
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what’s ON ...

Caffeine – Work by João Jorge Magalhães 
TiMe: 11am-9pm
UnTil: September 30, 2016
adMission: Free 
VenUe: TOM N TOMS’ COFFEE, Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 20 – B, Regent 
Court Res-do-chao A)
 enqUiries: (853) 2856 0160

PainTings and CalligraPhy donaTed by Jao 
TsUng-i
TiMe: 10am-6pm Daily (No admission after 5:30 
pm; Except on Mondays, open on public holidays) 
VenUe: Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de 
Almeida, No. 95 C-D, Macau 
adMission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2852 2523 

arTs in The Mandarin’s hoUse
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30 
pm, closed on Wednesdays, opens on public 
holidays) 
adMission: Free  
VenUe: Travessa de António da Silva, No. 10 (near 
Lilau Square) 
enqUiries: (853) 2896 8820

arTisTiC CrafTsManshiP of oUr anCesTors - 
exhibiTion of arChaeologiCal reliCs of TaiPa 
and Coloane
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30; 
Closed on Mondays; Free admission on Sundays)
VenUe: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMission: MOP5
organizer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

The enChanTing red boaT
TiMe: 10am-6pm (no admission after 5:30 pm; 
closed on Mondays; open on  public holidays; free 
to public on 15th of every month)
UnTil: October 9, 2016 
adMission: MOP15  
VenUe: Praceta do Museu de Macau 112 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911 

this day in history

The populist politician and president of the Russian 
parliament, Boris Yeltsin, has resigned from the So-
viet Communist Party.

The resignation has also led to a declaration from 
the small but influential radical reform group Demo-
cratic Platform that they would also break away.

The split leaves Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
with a party in tatters. It was thought that Mr Gor-
bachev had appeased the reformers by ensuring the 
defeat of hardline conservative Yegor Ligachev in the 
race for the deputy leadership yesterday. His favo-
red candidate, the pro-reform Vladimir Ivashko, was 
elected instead.

But it was not enough. Within hours of another vote 
to approve new party rules which still restrict factions 
operating within it, Mr Yeltsin stood up to address a 
hushed auditorium.

“In view of my great responsibility towards the 
people of Russia and in connection with the move 
towards a multi-party system I cannot fulfil only the 
instructions of the party,” he said.

“As the highest elected figure in the republic, I have 
to bow to the will of all the people.” He then turned 
and left the chamber without another word. Some 
delegates shouted “Shame”, while a few clapped.

Mr Gorbachev, clearly expecting the move, was 
heard to say, “That ends the process logically,” be-
fore instructing delegates to withdraw Mr Yeltsin’s 
congress mandate.

The departure of a group of Democratic Platform 
delegates less than an hour later confirmed the split - 
the first since the Bolshevik-Menshevik divide which 
put Lenin in power in 1903.

Among those leaving are the popular new mayor of 
Leningrad, Anatoly Sobchak, and the mayor of Mos-
cow, Gavriil Popov.

Mr Yeltsin has been a figurehead for radical reform 
of the party system for the last 18 months, and has 
been a trenchant critic of President Gorbachev for 
not going far enough with party reforms.

Despite that, he has remained at the center of 
the Communist Party structure. His name was put 
forward for inclusion in the new Central Committee 
to be chosen this evening.

His real strength lies in his popular support among 
ordinary Russian people. In an opinion poll carried 
out by the Moscow News newspaper earlier this 
month he scored an 84% popularity rating, making 
him by far the most trusted figure on the Soviet po-
litical scene.

                   Courtesy BBC News

1990  yeltsin resignation  
          splits soviet communists

in context
Days later, tens of thousands of demonstrators gathered beside the 
walls of the Kremlin to voice their opposition to the Soviet Communist 
Party.
In August 1991, the rivalry between reformist and conservative ele-
ments of the congress erupted in an attempted coup against Mikhail 
Gorbachev.
Boris Yeltsin became a national hero after he mounted a tank to rally 
the people against the coup.
After the formal collapse of the Soviet Union later in 1991, Boris Yelt-
sin, who was already president of Russia, found himself at the head of 
a world superpower.
His presidency was marked by rapid economic and political reform.
He took on the remnants of Soviet conservatism again in 1993, in an 
armed clash in which the Parliament building was shelled and 100 
people died.
He went on to win the first post-Soviet presidential election in 1996, 
despite plummeting popularity ratings.
In the same year, he underwent major heart surgery, and there were 
serious concerns about the state of his health.
Amid growing criticism of his erratic behavior, including several em-
barrassing gaffes on the international stage, Yeltsin stood down from 
the presidency on 1 January 2000.
His chosen successor, Vladimir Putin, won the next election a few 
months later. 

Offbeat

Spain’s Foreign Ministry has called in the British 
ambassador to protest what it described as reckless 
behavior by a Gibraltar police boat patrol toward a 
Spanish police vessel.

In a statement, the ministry said yesterday it had lod-
ged a serious complaint with Ambassador Simon Man-
ley, saying Gibraltar police had approached a Spanish 
police vessel twice at great speed Friday and only di-
verted its direction and avoided a collision at the last 
moment.

It said the action, which occurred in waters between 
Gibraltar and Spain, had placed both crews at risk.

Spain ceded Gibraltar’s sovereignty to Britain in a 
1713 treaty, but has persistently sought its return ever 
since. Diplomatic friction between Britain and Gibral-
tar and Spain isn’t totally unusual.

spain calls in uk ambassador 
to protest gibraltar incident 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
18:00
18:50
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:10
21:45
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Helena’s Shadow (Repeated)    
TDM Sports - Euro 2016 Special   
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Documentary Serie    
Happy Endings S3 - Final    
Helena’s Shadow    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
08 Jul - 13 Jul

COLD WAR 2_
room 1
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Longman Leung, Sunny Luk  
Starring: Aaron Kwok, Tony Leung Ka Fai, Chow Yun 
Fat  
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 110min

THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS_
room 2
(2D) 2.15, 4.00, 7.30 pm
(3D) 9.30 pm
Director: Chris Renaud, Yarrow Cheney  
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 90min

(08 Jul - 13 Jul) FINDING DORY_
room 2
(2D) 5.45 pm
Director:  Andrew Stanton 
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 97min

INDEPENDENCE DAY: RESURGENCE_
room 2
(2D) 9.30 pm
Director:  Roland Emmerich 
Starring: Liam Hemsworth, Jeff Goldblum, 
Bill Pullman  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 120min

THE LEGEND OF TARZAN_
room 3
(2D) 2.30, 4.30, 9.30 pm
(3D) 7.30 pm
Director:  Roland Emmerich 
Starring:  Alexander Skarsgård, Rory J. Saper, 
Christian Stevens  
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 109min

macau tower
08 Jui - 20 Jul

COLD WAR 2_
2.30,4.30,7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Longman Leung, Sunny Luk  
Starring: Aaron Kwok, Tony Leung Ka Fai, Chow Yun 
Fat  
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 90min
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People relax on a beach next to a separation fence between 
Gibraltar, in the background, and Spain in La Linea de la 
Concepcion
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Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

32
30
32
31
33
23
33
36
28
32
32
33
32
31
32
31

drizzle
cloudy/overcast
overcast/drizzle

drizzle
clear

15
14
14
10
21

24
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24
18
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24
25
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20
24
12
24
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24
26
25
26
27
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26

thundershower
cloudy/thundershower
cloudy/thundershower

clear
cloudy
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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omACROSS: 1- Indonesian holiday resort; 5- View; 10- A big fan of; 14- Came down to 

earth; 15- Hue; 16- Booty; 17- Writer Janowitz; 18- Licorice-like flavoring; 19- Anderson 
of “WKRP in Cincinnati”; 20- Beaten egg dish; 22- Constructive; 24- Polite turndown; 
25- Sale indicator; 26- La Scala highlight; 28- Vertical face of a stair; 32- Scottish social 
unit; 35- U-turn from SSW; 37- Directed skyward; 38- Swiss river; 39- Honda model; 
41- ___ kwon do; 42- Midday nap; 45- Long fish; 46- Chief god of ancient Greece; 
47- Vestige; 48- Seldom seen; 50- Branching; 54- Geeky guys; 58- Escape; 61- Out, in 
bed; 62- Talk wildly; 63- Outdo; 65- ___ Romeo; 66- Electrically versatile; 67- Frighten; 
68- Revivalists; 69- New Ager John; 70- Sniggler; 71- Consider;

DOWN: 1- Wand; 2- San Antonio landmark; 3- Green citrus fruits; 4- Dressing 
choice; 5- Shoo!; 6- Jailbird; 7- A-list; 8- Snooped (around); 9- At attention; 10- Lack 
of reason; 11- Lunch time, often; 12- Author Morrison; 13- Ear-related; 21- Drift, 
make a mistake; 23- Diamond cover; 25- 
Wife of a rajah; 27- Member of a great 
Peruvian people; 29- Fill to surfeit; 30- 
Son of Isaac and Rebekah; 31- Numbered 
rds.; 32- What you do to a shadow; 33- 
Hideaway; 34- Neighborhood; 36- Woman 
created from the rib of Adam; 37- Bruins’ 
sch.; 40- Able was ___...; 43- Deal with 
poison ivy, in a way; 44- Durable wood; 46- 
Province in the SW Netherlands; 49- ER 
staffers; 51- Bullwinkle, e.g.; 52- Prevention 
dose; 53- Great bargain; 55- Noted Civil 
War biography; 56- Friday’s creator; 57- 
Sudden convulsion; 58- German sausage; 
59- Contest, ethnicity; 60- Terminates; 61- 
Impersonator; 64- Suffix with fail;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your softer side is out in the open 
today, and you should find that 
your people are making life easier 
on you as a result. It’s a great time 
to push for deeper relationships 
or just to hang out with family.

April 20-May 20
You are much more open today — 
both your heart and your mouth! 
Try to communicate with the most 
important people in your life about 
the things that really matter, or this 
energy could go to waste.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your finances are more or less 
in order — but they could always 
be tightened! Now is a great time 
to do just that, as your forward 
thinking meets your eye for detail 
in a confluence of smart decisions.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your energy is off the charts today 
— so do something terrific with it! 
You should find that you’ve got 
more time on your hands than 
usual, and that hard tasks seem 
much, much simpler.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You feel a sense of self-control that 
should help quite a bit with any 
stressful social situations you’ve 
been avoiding. Dive into them now 
and you should emerge more or 
less unscathed.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Try not to let others interfere with 
your plans — in fact, you may need 
to pull rank by the end of the day. 
Things are good, but your energy and 
organizational skills can make them 
so much better.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Things aren’t quite going your way 
today — in fact, you should expect 
one interruption after another 
almost all day long! That can be 
okay, as long as you are willing to 
lose focus.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Now is the time to get your way, 
even if you’re not quite sure what 
you want or need. Things are sure 
to improve in some way as long as 
you push yourself to go for what 
you really want once you find it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You and a friend or coworker may 
be at odds over something that 
seems petty or silly to outsiders. 
It’s real, though — so stand your 
ground! It may not get resolved 
today, though.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You can plainly see what’s going on 
today — so make sure that you’re 
dealing with the issues that need 
your attention. It’s a good day for 
you to be practical and show others 
how to do the same.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your sweet, romantic side is 
dominant today. Show your 
sweetie what they mean to you 
or ask out that cutie you’ve been 
crushing on for weeks or longer. 
Your energy means you can’t fail!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your emotional side is dominant 
today, so make sure that you’re 
paying close attention to matters 
of the heart. It’s a really good time 
for you to mend fences with family 
members or estranged friends.

  Aquarius Pisces
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John Leicester, Saint-Denis

FOOTBALL is a cruel game. 
Sometimes even for its win-

ners.
Cruel because Cristiano Ro-

naldo had to watch the victory 
of his life — at least one of them 
— from the sidelines.

Portugal’s name, for the first 
time, is now engraved on a 
major trophy. But one of the 
enduring memories of the Eu-
ropean Championship final 
will be that Ronaldo played 
too small a part in the 1-0 win 
against France for him to de-
serve being anointed as world 
player of the year for a fourth 
time. Truth is, Portugal played 
better without him.

And cruel because France lost 
in the very stadium that suicide 
bombers attacked last Novem-
ber. After that horror there was 
a solid argument to be made 
that the French would have 
been more endearing winners, 
that a pick-me-up trophy could 
have helped speed their reco-
very from the trauma.

And also cruel because in six 
games before they lost their sco-
ring touch in the all-important 
seventh match, the French on 
balance played better football at 
Euro 2016 than Portugal.

Wales, in the semifinals, was 
the only team the Portugue-
se beat inside of 90 minutes. 
Against France, it took them 

FRANCE has lost the 
Euro 2016 soccer 

championship but can 
claim victory on another 
front — making it safely 
through the month-long 
tournament that drew fans 
from all over Europe whi-
le in a state of emergency 
and on high alert for Isla-
mic extremist attacks.

The Eiffel Tower was clo-
sed yesterday, the com-
pany that runs it said, 
following clashes before 
and during the final.

Police used tear gas and 
water cannons before the 
final in clashes with groups 
of people upset that the 
nearby fan zone was full 
and closed. Trash cans and 
scooters were set alight, 
and doused out by firefigh-
ters, police said yesterday.

About 40 arrests were 
made in the area and arou-
nd the Stade de France 
where the last game was 
played, the police added.

Keeping France safe was 
a task involving tens of 
thousands of security for-
ces in 10 cities. For the fi-
nal alone, there were 1,900 
police in the fan zone near 
the Eiffel Tower.

Thousands more were 
deployed on the famed 
Champs-Elysees, used for 
victory parades, and at the 
Stade de France, one of the 
venues hit in November’s 
Paris attacks that killed 
130.

While fears mounted be-
fore the June 10-July 10 
started about the potential 
for more extremist atta-
cks, French police quickly 
found themselves dealing 
with another problem: 
hooliganism.

Matches early on in the 
tournament, most nota-
bly the 1-1 draw between 
England and Russia in 
Marseille on June 11, were 
marred by hooligan vio-
lence. The clashes in Mar-
seille left dozens of fans 
and police injured and the 
cobbled streets of the Old 
Port strewn with broken 
glass from smashed beer 
bottles.

France had mobilized 
about 90,000 security 
agents around stadiums, 
fan zones and streets to 
keep fans safe. Interior Mi-
nister Bernard Cazeneuve 
also kept his ministry’s cri-
sis room open throughout 
the tournament to help 
monitor events and coordi-
nate responses should ac-
tion be necessary. MDT/AP

France can 
still claim 
security 
victory

Cristiano Ronaldo (center right) embraces France’s Patrice Evra at the end of the Euro 2016 final

ANALYSIS

Euro 2016 final again 
proves football’s cruelty

109 minutes for Eder to burst 
through Les Bleus’ defenses, 
with a stunning strike.

Let’s also not forget that, in 
Portugal, Europe has a cham-
pion that didn’t win any of its 
group-stage games and only 
squeezed into the knockout 
stages, with just three points, 
thanks to the more forgiving 
format adopted for this expan-
ded first tournament with 24 
teams. Critics who feel that the 
new system’s addition of eight 
teams has come at the expen-
se of footballing quality will 
doubtless argue that Portugal’s 
victory proves them right.

But, as the French themsel-
ves say, “c’est la vie” — or, as 
English speakers would say, 
“that’s football.” Because foo-
tball’s stubborn refusal to 
follow the script is what makes 
it so compelling, this final 
again offering strong evidence 
of that.

Who, after all, would have pen-
ned only a cameo role for Ronal-
do, now the proud owner of one 
type of winner’s medal that Lio-
nel Messi doesn’t have, in Portu-
gal’s Hollywood moment?

As at Euro 2004, we again saw 
Ronaldo cry — this time after 
his left knee buckled in a scrap 
for the ball in the 9th minute 
with Dimitri Payet. Normally, 
the French winger tends not to 
bother himself with the grunt 
work of tackling and defending. 

But Payet and his teammates 
were combative, even border-
line aggressive, in the opening 
half where they quickly swar-
med over Portugal’s defenses. 
France, a team that used to be 
bullied, most infamously in lo-
sing a 1982 World Cup semifi-
nal to Germany, was the more 
physical side.

To be fair to Payet, the injury 
to Ronaldo wasn’t malicious, 
but rather just one of those 
things that can happen when 
one man clatters into another 
at an awkward angle. Portu-
gal’s captain tried soldiering 
on. When he sat down on the 
field, distraught, in need of 
treatment, a moth settled on 
his right eye, as if coming to 
dry his tears. With the knee 
strapped up, a sprint up field 
that finished in a hobble made 
it clear that Ronaldo couldn’t 
continue. Referee Mark Clat-
tenburg called on the stretcher 
bearers and that was it. Ronal-
do’s final was over, after just 25 
minutes.

Liberated of their attention-
grabbing superstar, no longer 
at the beck and call of his de-
mands to give him the ball, his 
teammates played better, sha-
ring the workload, getting into 
France’s box in numbers and 
giving French goalkeeper Hugo 
Lloris more to think about.

For the French, this will be 
remembered as another final 

they should have won, like the 
2006 World Cup final unhin-
ged when Zinedine Zidane 
head-butted Marco Materazzi. 
Euro 2016 top scorer Antoine 
Griezmann twice came close to 
winning it. And Andre-Pierre 
Gignac saw what would have 
been a certain match-winner 
rebound off the post in injury 
time before the game went to 
extra time.

But, with time, the if and buts 
will perhaps matter less than 
the fact that reaching this fi-
nal was proof that France is 
now out of the long trough 
that followed its 2006 World 
Cup loss to Italy, with the na-
dir being a strike by French 
players at the 2010 World Cup 
in South Africa.

Going forward, France again 
has a team it can be proud of. 
All but one of its starting 11 
against Portugal either play 
abroad or, in the case of Bar-
celona-bound Samuel Umti-
ti, are on their way overseas. 
The French domestic league’s 
bleeding of players to foreign 
shores proved to be Les Bleus’ 
gain at Euro 2016. Their street- 
wise football and their han-
dling of the heavy weight of 
host-nation expectations owed 
no small debt to the experien-
ce and expanded world view 
players have picked up on their 
travels. Eder, Portugal’s mat-
ch-winner, also plays overseas, 
for Lille in France.

From France, football will 
now look, with some trepida-
tion, eastward to Russia, host 
of the sport’s next major tour-
nament, the 2018 World Cup. 
Then will come Euro 2020, 
which will be spread confetti- 
like across 12 host countries, 
followed by the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar. AP
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Rob Harris, Saint-Denis

PORTUGAL’S players 
frantically tended to 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s left 
knee but their tearful 

captain couldn’t withstand the 
pain any longer.

The Portuguese had to win 
their first major trophy the hard 
way, stunning host France in the 
European Championship final 
after playing without Ronaldo 
from the 25th minute through 
extra time on Sunday [yester-
day, 03:00].

Two hours after being carried 
off injured with the 1-0 victory 
secured by his battling teamma-
tes, the three-time world player 
of the year returned a champion 
for the first time with his coun-
try.

“I had bad luck because I had 
a small injury in the beginning 
of the game, but my colleagues 
did their part — they run, they 
fight,” said Ronaldo, who has 
already won every major club 
honor. “Nobody believed in Por-
tugal but we won”.

An unlikely scorer secured the 
pre-tournament outsiders a title 
at last.

It could be an uncomfortable 
few months ahead for Eder, the 
unheralded striker who will re-
turn shortly to French club Lil-
le after breaking French hearts 
with his 109th-minute goal.

“The ugly duckling became 
beautiful,” Portugal coach Fer-
nando Santos said.

A second-half substitute, Eder 
scored only his fourth goal in 29 
appearances for Portugal with 
a low shot from 25 meters past 
goalkeeper Hugo Lloris.

“Cristiano told me I would be 
scoring the winning goal,” Eder 
said. “He gave me strength and 
positive energy.”

In doing so, Portugal denied 
the French a third final victory 
on home soil to add to Euro ‘84 
and the 1998 World Cup.

“Football can be very cruel,” 
said Lloris, France’s captain. 
“The overriding emotion is a lot 
of sadness.”

Twelve years after losing to 

PORTUGAL may have 
lost its captain Cristia-

no Ronaldo through injury, 
but it found a goalkeeper 
on outstanding form in the 
European Championship 
final.

Rui Patricio made sure 
France never broke throu-
gh a defensive line that 
was the foundation of Por-
tugal’s 1-0 victory in extra 
time on Sunday.

A leaping save to tip away 
Antione Griezmann’s early 
header; a diving block to di-
vert Olivier Giroud’s power-
ful second-half shot; and a 

EURO 2016 | ROUNDUP

Portugal stuns France to lift 1st 
cup despite Ronaldo injury

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo kisses the trophy at the end of the Euro 2016 final at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis

Greece on home soil in their 
last appearance in the final, it 
was Portugal’s turn to spoil the 
host nation’s party. And they 
achieved it after winning only 
one of their seven games at 
Euro 2016 inside 90 minutes, 
and after losing the inspiratio-
nal Ronaldo midway through 
the first half.

“It was tough because we lost 
our main man and we had all 
our hopes pinned on him becau-
se he’s a player who can score 
a goal at any minute,” Portugal 
defender Pepe said. “When he 
said he couldn’t go on, I tried to 
tell my teammates that we have 
to win it for him. That we were 
going to fight for him.”

It was a mostly dull and stodgy 
final but the record books will 
only show that Portugal went 

from third-place in its group to 
champion, and with little help 
from Ronaldo in its last match.

The championship’s first 24-
team tournament became a 
reality over the last month, but 
the quality of football deterio-
rated. Such a sterile showpie-
ce — the first European Cham-
pionship final to be scoreless 
after 90 minutes — seemed a 
fitting climax.

“We weren’t clinical enough,” 
said France coach Didier Des-
champs who lifted the World 
Cup in the stadium as a player in 
1998. “We weren’t cool-headed 
enough.”

Even France forward Antoine 
Griezmann, the tournament’s 
leading scorer, couldn’t rise to 
the big occasion. There was no 
seventh goal of Euro 2016 from 

the Atletico Madrid forward, 
who also lost out in the Cham-
pions League final six weeks ago 
to Ronaldo’s Real Madrid.

Griezmann was the first player 
to find the target, but his header 
was tipped over by Rui Patri-
cio, who was formidable in the 
Portugal goal. When an inviting 
cross from Kingsley Coman was 
delivered in the 66th, Griez-
mann missed with a free header.

Only once was Patricio beaten, 
when Andre-Pierre Gignac’s 
shot hit the inside of the post but 
it came back out.

Luck was on Portugal’s side, 
and Eder was able to strike the 
decisive blow.

It didn’t seem to be going Por-
tugal’s way in the ninth minute 
when Dimitri Payet’s right knee 
clattered into Ronaldo’s stan-

ding left leg.
Ronaldo went down in agony 

— writhing, grimacing and 
screaming. He was able to re-
turn, but this was one injury he 
could not run off.

Ronaldo fell to the turf again in 
the 17th. One of the moths infes-
ting the national stadium flutte-
red over Ronaldo’s tearful right 
eye. Teammates tried to help in 
vain to help, with Nani tending 
to the knee.

Ronaldo watched the game 
forlornly on the touchline as 
strapping was attached before 
dragging himself back onto the 
field.

But Ronaldo’s mobility was 
restricted. Battling through the 
pain, regularly reaching down 
to check on the injury, Ronaldo 
realized there would be no mira-
cle recovery.

The clock hit 23 minutes and 
Ronaldo ripped off his captain’s 
armband and tossed it on the 
turf. Slumping to the ground 
again, Ronaldo was consoled by 
Nani, who embraced his former 
Manchester United teammate 
as the armband was transferred.

The stretcher came on and in 
the 25th minute Ronaldo beca-
me a spectator. But thanks to 
Patricio’s array of saves and do-
gged defending, Ronaldo left a 
champion.

Unlike his great rival Lionel 
Messi, the Argentina and Bar-
celona forward, the 31-year-old 
Ronaldo has now filled the me-
dal void on the major interna-
tional stage. It’s a rapid turna-
round for a national team that 
exited the 2014 World Cup in 
the group stage.

“It’s something unbelievable in 
my career,” Ronaldo said. “So-
mething I deserve.” AP

Goalkeeper Rui Patricio keeps 
Portugal on track for title

stretching parry of Moussa 
Sissoko’s sizzling drive in 
the 84h minute. Rui Patri-
cio did everything right.

“Rui Patricio is beyond 
reproach. I should congra-
tulate him,” Portugal coa-
ch Fernando Santos said 
through a translator.

The Portugal keeper 
made seven key saves 
to repel France’s attack. 
His efforts extended his 
record of conceding only 
one goal in seven and a 
half hours of play since 
Portugal limped throu-
gh the group stage with 

three draws in third place 
behind Hungary and Ice-
land.

At the Stade de France, 
Rui Patricio’s most athle-
tic effort was soaring to 
reach Griezmann’s looping 
header in the 10th minute, 
just as Portugal was reeling 
from the injury to Ronaldo 
moments earlier.

Griezmann, the six-goal 
top scorer at Euro 2016, 
was denied again when he 
shot low to the keeper’s left 
in the 58th minute.

“He [Greizmann] had 
chances, but he came up 

tonight against a goalkee-
per who made some crucial 
saves,” France coach Didier 
Deschamps said.

Maybe now Rui Patricio 
will get wider recogni-
tion.

Even on his 52th interna-
tional appearance, and at 
his fourth major tourna-
ment, he is one of the most 
under-appreciated top 
goalkeepers in Europe.

He has been a one-club 
player, spending his en-
tire career with Sporting 
Lisbon, which only rarely 
plays in the Champions 
League.

Sporting will be in the eli-
te 32-team group stage in 
September — with a Euro-
pean champion between 
the posts. MDT/AP
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TENS of thousands of people have gree-
ted Portugal on arrival in Lisbon a day 

after the team won the European Cham-
pionship for its first major trophy.

Dozens of airport staff gathered on the 
tarmac to cheer on the players as they ar-
rived from France yesterday.

Captain Cristiano Ronaldo and coach 
Fernando Santos held the cup up to great 
cheers on stepping out of the plane.

Thousands of people packed the streets 
around the airport to greet the team, whi-
ch traveled in an open-topped, double-de-
cker bus to the Belem presidential palace 
to meet Portuguese President Marcelo Re-
belo de Sousa.

Thousands 
welcome home 
champions
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Two GuanTanamo deTainees senT 
To serbia in laTesT releases 

A Tajik and a Yemeni national each held for rou-
ghly 14 years at Guantanamo Bay have been freed 
and sent to the Balkan nation of Serbia, the U.S. 
Department of Defense announced yesterday.

The Pentagon said the two men were re-
leased from the U.S. base in Cuba after com-
prehensive security reviews. It identified the 
Yemeni as Mansur Ahmad Saad al-Dayfi and 
the Tajik as Muhammadi Davlatov. The latest 
detainee releases come amid a renewed push 

by the Obama administration to whittle down 
the number of men held at the U.S. base in 
Cuba. On Sunday, another Yemeni prisoner 
was released and sent to Italy after more than 
14 years in custody.

Yesterday’s transfers leave 76 prisoners at 
Guantanamo’s detention center, which was ope-
ned in January 2002 to hold foreign fighters 
suspected of links to the Taliban or the al-Qaida 
terrorist organization. 

30-50
Good

Natnicha Chuwiruch, Bangkok 

A Thai country singer and 
political activist was 

sentenced yesterday by a 
military court to more than 
three years in jail for insul-
ting the monarchy, adding 
to a 7½-year sentence a cri-
minal court imposed on him 
earlier for the same offense.

Thanat Thanawatchara-
non, known by his stage 
name Tom Dundee, was 
convicted and sentenced un-
der Article 112, which makes 
criticism of the monarchy 
and the king punishable with 
up to 15 years in jail. The lese 
majeste law has been used 
prodigiously by the military 
government that came to 
power in a May 2014 coup.

Thanat got into trouble 
because of the speeches he 
made in 2013 at a rally or-
ganized by the so-called Red 
Shirts, who are supporters of 
a charismatic prime minister 
ousted in an earlier military 

coup supported by the Yellow 
Shirt royalists.

The case in criminal court 
followed complaints by a 
Yellow Shirt group. The 
second case involving the 
same speeches was transfer-
red to a military court after 
the 2014 coup.

Thanat’s lawyer Saowalux 
Po-Ngam said his client was 
sentenced to five years in jail 
for the second case, but the 
time was reduced to three 
years and four months becau-
se he confessed.

“The reason he decided 
to confess in the first place 
was because he had applied 
for bail over three times 
and was rejected every sin-
gle time,” said Saowalux. 
“Through the confession, we 
can get to work on applying 
for a royal pardon.”

Confessions are com-
monplace in lese majeste 
cases as it ensures a certain 
degree of leniency for the 
accused.

30-50
Good

30-50
Good

opinion

Japan’s big banks finding 
new ways to be miserable
Japan’s banks have reinvented themselves: In 

just four years, they’ve found a whole new way to 
be miserable.

In the summer of 2012, Japan watchers were 
nervously drawing parallels with southern Eu-
ropean banks’ holdings of their governments’ 
collapsing bonds. The anxiety wasn’t baseless. 
Back then, the five “city” banks - Mizuho, Mitsu-
bishi UFJ, Sumitomo Mitsui, Resona and Saita-
ma Resona - owned the equivalent of USD1.4 
trillion in Japanese government bonds. Throw in 
other domestically licensed banks, and the figure 
rose to USD2 trillion. A big spike in yield could 
doom the financial system.

Nothing of the sort happened. The big lenders 
got rid of more than half of their JGB pile by selling 
it to the Bank of Japan, which couldn’t buy enou-
gh of the bonds; the yield on the 10-year security 
went from 1 percent to minus 0.28 percent. Yet 
shareholders of these banks today are less san-
guine about them than they are about their large 
European rivals. The new fear is threefold.

The first worry is about additional monetary 
easing. Macquarie analysts said in early July 
that a “deeper” slide in what the Bank of Japan 
pays the lenders on some excess reserves to 
minus 0.3 percent from the current minus 0.1 
percent could reduce profit at Japan’s top 10 
banks by about 10 percent this fiscal year. Ear-
nings are already fading: In May, Mitsubishi 
UFJ, Sumitomo Mitsui and Mizuho forecast 
net income will fall 5.2 percent to 2.15 trillion 
yen ($21.4 billion) in the year that started April 
1, according to estimates compiled by Bloom-
berg.

The second concern is about internationaliza-
tion. Four years ago, U.S. banks had 20 percent 
more cross-border exposure than Japanese 
banks. But with overseas claims of $4.1 trillion 
at the end of last year, Japanese banks are lea-
ding now. Lending in a home market blighted by 
corporate deleveraging and an aging, shrinking 
population “isn’t very profitable,” as Mizuho 
President Yasuhiro Sato noted in December. 
Not only have the lenders financed more assets 
abroad, they’ve also acquired them, especially 
in Southeast Asia, where they’ve been on a 
buying spree of banks. If Brexit-related concer-
ns roil global credit markets, Japan’s lenders 
could end up paying the price for their global 
ambitions.

Even so, immediate fears about Brexit are over-
done. Japan’s banks have modest exposure to 
Europe. MUFG, which garners 40 percent of its 
revenue from offshore operations, has said it has 
no plans to withdraw from Britain, which will “con-
tinue to be an important market.” In fact, Japan’s 
biggest bank has just 4.3 percent of its credit ex-
posure, or 4.8 trillion yen, in the U.K., according 
to Deutsche Bank.  Most of its offshore footprint 
is in Asia and the U.S., where it’s bound to keep 
expanding as it looks for ways to beat slow growth 
at home. 

Mizuho, which formed an alliance with the U.K. 
research and trading house Redburn, remains a 
minnow in Europe, and is focusing more on hea-
dcount gains at its U.S. operations, the bank said 
in April. Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp, a unit of 
Japan’s second-biggest lender, has said Brexit 
won’t affect it significantly. 

Finally, a bigger apprehension than Brexit may 
be the Brexit-induced safe-haven surge in the 
yen.

The two-year JGB that yields negative 0.36 
percent earns 1.4 percent if dollar funds are 
used to borrow yen. That’s 80 basis points more 
than the yield on U.S. Treasuries of similar ma-
turity. Their perverse attractiveness could pull 
more foreign money into Japan’s negative-yiel-
ding notes, pushing their already elevated price 
even higher.

Japanese banks, which still hold a fair amount 
of the bonds, are sitting on a tightly wound spring 
that could uncoil any time. That would revive the 
worry Japan watchers had in 2012. Bloomberg
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The junta has been increa-
singly doling out criminal 
sentences against those criti-
cal of the government, which 
is seen as an insult to the mo-
narchy. It has also used other 
laws to silence critics. On 
Sunday, authorities arrested 
four university students and 
a journalist under a law that 
prohibits criticism or cam-
paigning negatively against a 
referendum to be held Aug. 
7 on a new draft constitution. 
The five were detained becau-
se police found “vote no” sti-
ckers during a car search.

The Thai Journalists Asso-
ciation condemned the ar-
rest of the journalist, saying 
the police are holding him 
without evidence. The jour-
nalist was in the area to re-
port on the students’ politi-
cal activities and asked for 
a ride back to Bangkok with 
the activists. He was detai-
ned despite having identi-
fied himself as a journalist.

Since the 2014 coup, 53 lese 
majeste cases have been brou-
ght to court, with 40 stem-
ming from online comments 
posted or shared, according 
to Human Rights Watch. In 
2015, a man was sentenced 
to 60 years in prison for six 
alleged Facebook postin-
gs defaming the monarchy. 
His sentence was reduced by 
half when he pleaded guilty, 
making it Thailand’s longest 
recorded sentence for the cri-
me. AP

Bangladeshi people return to the capital city by train after the vacation of Eid al-Fitr festival in Dhaka
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RUSSIA President 
Vladimir Putin has 
visited a famed Russian 
monastery to pray for 
Russian servicemen 
killed in Syria. Two 
airmen died over the 
weekend after their 
helicopter was shot 
down by Islamic State 
group fighters east 
of the ancient city of 
Palmyra.

INDIA - KENYA Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi yesterday held 
talks with Kenyan 
President Uhuru 
Kenyatta in Nairobi 
and agreed to further 
expand investment 
ties between the two 
countries and diversify 
trade.

YEMEN The Saudi-
led coalition targeting 
Yemen’s Shiite 
rebels has caused 
extensive damage 
to the impoverished 
Arabian Peninsula 
country’s economic 
infrastructure in the year-
long air campaign, an 
international rights group 
has said. More on p.15

UNITED KINGDOM 
Prime Minister David 
Cameron says he will 
step down tomorrow, 
making way for Theresa 
May to succeed him as 
British leader. May’s only 
remaining rival, Andrea 
Leadsom, announced 
yesterday that she has 
withdrawn from the 
contest, a move that 
Cameron described as 
the right decision.

ETHIOPIA Government 
officials have blocked 
social media sites 
across the country 
until the national 
school examination 
is concluded on 
Wednesday. Citizens 
are complaining about 
the shutdown, but the 
government maintains 
that the move is meant 
to ensure an “orderly 
exam process.”

THAILAND 

Military court adds to 
singer’s jail term for insults 
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