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CHINA'’s yuan declined
the most in a week and
sovereign bond yields
were near a decade-
low as weaker-than-
expected data reignited
concern over growth in
Asia’s largest economy.
The currency dropped
0.11 percent to 6.6405
a dollar yesterday in
Shanghai, paring a
decline of 0.24 percent
earlier, according to
prices from the China
Foreign Exchange
Trade System. The
offshore yuan rose

by 0.04 percent, as a
gauge of the dollar’s
strength declined for a
second day.

CHINA-JAPAN
Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe
stays away from a
Tokyo shrine that
honors convicted war
criminals among the
nation’s war dead, a bid
to avoid controversy
with neighboring
countries on the 71st
anniversary of the end
of World War Il. Abe
instead sent a gift of
money and religious
ornaments to Yasukuni
Shrine. More on p10

PHILIPPINES Human
rights victims of the
late Philippine dictator
Ferdinand Marcos’
regime petition the
Supreme Court to
block a government
directive to have the
ex-leader buried in a
heroes’ cemetery — an
emotional and divisive
issue for Filipinos who
ousted Marcos in a
1986 “people power”
revolt.

More on backpage
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New Macau: Government
suppresses public opinion
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HE Chief Executive (CE)

believes that the idle lands
that are being claimed late-
ly by the government, due to
their non-development during
the 25-year contract term, are
enough to cover the almost
89,000 square meters of land
debts held by the government.

During a press conference
held yesterday morning at the
local airport before his departu-
re to Beijing, Chui Sai On said:
“We are confident that these
[idle] lands will be enough to
respond not only to the deve-
lopments [proposed on the five
-year plan] but can also be re-
served [for the reimbursemen-
ts].” He reaffirmed that “the po-
licy never changed, the priority
is always public housing and
social infrastructure [only] af-
ter we will take care of the de-
volutions [...] if we win the legal
disputes it is more than enough
to pay back.”

The head of the government
expressed total confidence that
the land plots currently in legal
disputes will all revert to the
government as “we took all the

Chui Sai On pictured yesterday at the airport

Visit to Portugal next month

Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa

HUI Sai On will lead a delegation on a visit

to Portugal, following an invitation by the

Portuguese President, Marcelo Rebelo de Sou-

sa. The trip will take place from September 10
to 15.

During the visit, the Chief Executive is also to

meet Portugal’s Prime Minister, Anténio Cos-

ORTUGAL will open

a  consulate-general
in Guangzhou following
the approval of an agree-
ment signed by the two
countries. The statement
released at the end of the
meeting indicates that
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the new consulate-gene-
ral will cover an area en-
compassing Guangdong,
Hainan, Hunan and Fu-

ta. The CE will additionally co-chair — with the
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Portugal, Augus-
to Santos Silva — the latest meeting of the Ma-
cau-Portugal Joint Committee. The latter will
explore further opportunities for cooperation
between the two territories.

The Macao-Portugal Joint Committee was es-
tablished under the Framework Agreement of
Cooperation between the MSAR and the Portu-
guese Republic, with the aim of strengthening
cooperation between the two sides in a number
of areas. The first meeting of the Macau-Por-
tugal Joint Committee was held in Lisbon, in
April 2011.

According to a statement issued yesterday by
the Government Information Bureau, the Chief
Executive’s upcoming visit aims to focus on
areas like Portuguese-language teaching; edu-
cation; culture; environmental protection and
youth affairs.

“The government is confident that Macau will
further strengthen and expand its links with
Portugal, so that Macau can further expand
its role as a commercial and trade cooperation
service platform between China and the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries,” reads the state-
ment.

jian provinces and the
Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region.

Under the terms of the

agreement,
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China will
have the right to establish
a consular post in Portu-
gal, the location and area

measures according to the law.”

When questioned if there is
any “plan b” in case that does
not happen, the CE said that he
couldn’t reply to a “hypothetical
question,” calling for the “trust
of people in the government.”

Before departing to Beijing,
the CE was questioned about
the evaluation that he does for
the work of Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture, Alexis Tam.
Tam was recently involved in a
controversy over the placement
of a banner which heavily criti-
cized him on the facade of Hotel
Estoril.

In response, the CE gave a po-
sitive assessment of Tam’s go-
vernance: “I have worked with
him for more than ten years. He
is a very committed and dedica-

CE believes that idle lands are
enough to repay land debts

ted worker. He does have his
own style but in all his projec-
ts he is very honest and he has
been accepting the opinions of
the population, especially the
critics.”

After being presented with
examples of cases where the
society and some lawmakers
expressed different views to
Tam’s, the CE replied: “It
looks like he is a naughty boy
or that he wants to do every-
thing [as he wishes]. He is a
good colleague and is a good
team member.”

During his two-day visit to
Beijing, the CE is going to meet
with central government autho-
rities. Chui said that he expects
to discuss the MSAR’s five-year
plan. RM

PAC ON TERMINAL SHOULD COMPLEMENT AIRPORT

QUESTIONED ABOUT the criticism of many lawmakers regarding
the “exaggerated” dimensions of the new Taipa Ferry Terminal, the CE
said that during the process of construction there was a need to adjust
the project. “In the future, we want to use it in tandem with our airport
following the policy of creating the World Tourism and Leisure Center in
order to better develop the two infrastructures,” he added.

of jurisdiction of which
will be subject to diploma-
tic negotiation. Last April,
Angola opened its third

Lisbon confirms consulate opening in Guangzhou

consulate-general in the
People’s Republic of China
in Guangzhou, after those
in Hong Kong and Macau.
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Daniel Beitler

T a New Macau As-
sociation press con-
ference yesterday,
eld at the group’s
headquarters, president Scott
Chiang labeled the Secretary
for Social Affairs and Culture as
an “ignorant and arrogant offi-
cial” who is not suitable to be in
charge of preserving the city’s
heritage.

Chiang made the comments
just days after he was arrested
by the police following the hois-
ting of a black banner on Hotel
Estoril that denounced Secre-
tary Alexis Tam as a “heritage
killer.”

The president, who was re-
leased after spending the ni-
ght in detention, during the
course of which he underwent
a lengthy interrogation, said
he has not yet been charged
with an offence and that there
have been no further develop-
ments that he can provide at
the moment.

Meanwhile, Chiang and other
senior ANM members expres-
sed the belief that Thursday’s
protest is a reflection of the
“suppressed public opinion”
in Macau, which has worsened
in recent years, but specifically
over the “farce of the whole re-
novation project.”

“We can see the willingness of
a handful [of people] to estab-
lish whatever they want; to pur-
sue whatever they want in go-
vernment. That willingness has
steamrolled all opposition and
any chance to do [something
different]. That is a dangerous
sign that we don’t want to see.
[This kind of action] is poiso-
nous and discourages people
from expressing their opinion
in a fair and peaceful manner,”
said Chiang at the press brie-
fing.

While neither confirming nor
denying that he was behind the
hoisting of the protest banner,
Chiang nevertheless confirmed
that given the opportunity, he
“might” recreate the demons-
tration.

“If there is a chance to do it
over again and I was [delega-
ted] the role of doing it... I mi-
ght take it. But I cannot answer

Unofficial panda naming contest opens

NEW MACAU ASSOCIATION

Alexis Tam dubbed ‘ignorant
and arrogant’ in atmosphere of
gov’t-sponsored ‘suppression’

Scott Chiang (left) and Jason Chao

whether or not I did it [...] for
judicial reasons,” said Chiang.
“Even if you lock me up, some
other guys will do it [these sorts
of protests].”

Playing down the issue, he
said: “We are not talking about

a big issue like democracy or big
money — it’s just historic heri-
tage [...] and how we champion
the buildings of a city and our
memories in a historic city.”
Asked if he expected to be
locked up on Thursday night,

Chiang said: “Well, there were
certain things that I did not
expect. I did not expect the pu-
blic [outrage]. I did not expect
the reaction times of ‘Macau’s
finest’,” he joked. “If only they
[the police] could react so fast

Chiang wants walking tours

over tourist buses

SKED about the possible government
egulation of tourist buses in the historic
center of the city following the recent crash
near Kiang Wu hospital, ANM president Sco-
tt Chiang said that he would support propo-
sals that encourage walking tours in the old
district.

“We are saddened that it took some ca-
sualties for the government to actually
take things seriously. It’s not the first
time that a member of the public has
pointed out not just the issue of safety
but of [congestion] due to the touring
bus,” said Chiang. “Sadly we need to take

this kind of case to put the issue under
[the spotlight].”

He said that he proposes the promotion of
walking in the territory as opposed to “bus-
hopping and photo-taking”, an initiative that
the Macao Government Tourist Office has
tried to promote in the past.

“Macau is a lovely little place where [almost
everything] is within walking distance,”
Chiang added. “It would be nice if people
interested in heritage, historic architecture
and the overall atmosphere of Macau, can
spread around the whole neighborhood and
enjoy it [on foot].”

on every other issue.”

Also in the New Macau head-
quarters yesterday was the in-
clusion of a poster depicting
the iconic fagade of Hotel Es-
toril and the headline: “History
should not only be on paper.”

However the ANM leader was

ad

We are not
talking about
a big issue like
democracy or
big money -
it’s just historic
heritage.

SCOTT CHIANG

unable to provide a concrete
alternative use for the decades-
old derelict building that is in a
serious state of disrepair. Asked
for his proposals, Chiang said
that he merely wants something
that “celebrates our past.”

While ANM notes that the
hotel’s murky past as a brothel
does make it somewhat less
respectable than it otherwi-
se may be, association leaders
also point to the preservation of
other brothels in the region for
their historic “contribution” to
Macau. They added that as resi-
dents of a historic city, citizens
should come to terms with both
the good and bad elements of
the MSAR’s past.

“Why can’t we just be more
open to our own past?” Chiang
questioned.

HE New Macau As-

sociation (ANM) an-
nounced the launch of an
unofficial naming compe-
tition for the new Panda
cubs born recently in the
territory, yesterday.
According to ANM re-
presentatives who cal-
led a press conference
to disclose the initiative,
the government’s com-
petition for the official
naming of the newborn

animals will result in a
“non-transparent” deci-
sion-making process. As
such, they are therefore
publicizing a similar com-
petition in tandem.

Vice-president Jason
Chao said during yester-
day’s meeting that the
competition has two pur-
poses. “Firstly it is sym-
bolic; we are trying to
take things back into our
control. We [previously]

had the chance to choose
the names of the pandas
[given to Macau], but this
year we don’t have [the
same] chance,” he explai-
ned. “Another aspect to the
[competition] is to educate
citizens to make decisions
about things in Macau.”
The unofficial compe-
tition is being hosted by
the Macau Concealers for
what New Macau terms
the panda’s “civil nick-

names”. ANM hopes that
the unofficial names may
replace the official ones
in common usage among
Macau’s public.

Nominations for the
panda names can be sub-
mitted online by August
28. Meanwhile, voting
will be held electronically
on the Macau Concealers
website between Septem-
ber 1 and 7.

Voters must have their

Macau phone number
verified before casting a
ballot, however organi-
zers stress that all perso-
nal data collected will be

solely used for the pur-
pose of this competition,
in compliance with the
Personal Data Protection
Law of Macau. DB
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Foreign exchange
reserves up 2.6 percent

The Monetary Authority of Macao announced
yesterday that the preliminary estimate of
Macau’s foreign exchange reserves at the

end of July 2016 amounted to MOP155.2
billion. The reserves increased by 2.6 percent
from the revised value of MOP151.2 billion
for the previous month. As at the end of

July, the MSAR’s foreign exchange reserves
remained stable compared to the previous
month, representing 12 times the currency in
circulation. Meanwhile, the trade-weighted
effective exchange rate index for the pataca
rose 0.87 points month-to-month and 1.64
points year-on-year in July. This implies that
overall, the pataca appreciated against the
currencies of Macau’s major trading partners.

Water to be more
expensive from
November

A change to the territory’s water tariffs will
come into force by November, according

to information published yesterday in the
Official Gazette (BO). According to the
information, the price increase will be
between 2 and 16 percent for residential water
depending on the amount of water consumed.
The first 28 cubic meters will cost MOP4.48
per cubic meter, increasing progressively for
the next 32 cubic meters (MOP5.18). The next
19 cubic meters will cost MOP6.04. Water
consumed over the 79 cubic meters will be
charged at MOP7.27 per cubic meter. As for
non-residential water, it will have a fixed cost
of MOP6.04 per cubic meter, representing an
increase of 8 percent.

AD

EDUCATION

UM’s English summer course attracts
over 100 secondary students

HE University of Ma-
cau’s English Langua-
ge Centre has organized a
program to help secondary
school students improve
their English proficiency. Ac-
cording to a statement issued
by the university, the event
has attracted more than 100
local and international se-
condary school students.
The five-day camp encoura-
ged the use of English in day-
to-day interactions through
a series of creative activities
both inside and outside the
classroom. Cecilia Chio from
the Sacred Heart Canossian
College (English Section),
described the camp as a ‘very
special’ experience: “We
were exposed to an English-
friendly living environment
and we learnt something
new each day,” she said. “I've
improved my English a lot
through participating in the
various activities both inside
and outside the classroom.
We practiced English throu-
gh drawing, painting, per-
forming drama, singing, and

dancing. It was fun.”
Another student from Ma-
laysia, Goh Jia Shen, noted
that the way of teaching and
learning he had experienced
during the summer course
differed to most Malaysian
high schools. “The instruc-

tors arranged many interac-
tive and fun activities for us
to practice speaking English.
The course provided a very
good opportunity for us to
learn how to communicate
with people from different
cultures,” he said.
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There were 100 local parti-
cipants from 14 Chinese and
English secondary schools in
Macau. This number was se-
lected out of more than 250
applicants. “I would say that
the students all came with dif-
ferent levels of English langua-
ge proficiency,” said Miran-
da Ma, one of the program’s
coordinators. “My goal for this
program was to help students
strengthen their confidence
in using English so that they
could better express themsel-
ves and work with each other
in the target language.”

The summer camp coordi-
nators lived in the residen-
tial college with the students
to help them practice En-
glish and review what they
had learned during the day.
Some UM students also ser-
ved as camp leaders and en-
couraged the participants to
use English in everyday in-
teractions. According to the
statement, the UM plans to
expand the English summer
course in order to “benefit
more local students.”
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Dangerous driver caught
on Amizade Bridge

Renato Marques

Ar;loton'st was arrested by the
ublic Security Police Force
(PSP) for dangerous driving on
Amizade Bridge during the ear-
ly hours of Sunday morning, the
PSP informed in a press confe-
rence held yesterday at the police

headquarters.

According to the PSP spokesper-
son the police received a report
around 4 a.m. of a driver in a white
car making his way from Taipa to
Macau driving in the wrong lane.

Officers were sent to the location
but could not find the referred
vehicle.

A further investigation that re-
sorted to the utilization of securi-
ty cameras on the bridge revealed
that a few minutes before 4 a.m.
a white car driving in direction of
Taipa made a U-turn on the bri-
dge and then drove on the wrong
side of the road for about 3 minu-
tes in the direction of Macau.

Mainland vendor stripped of
merchandize valued at HKD20o0om

mainland Chinese handicraft and arts

vendor lost merchandize valued at over
HKD200 million, the Judiciary Police (PJ) in-
formed in press conference held yesterday.

According to the force, the case goes back to
December 19 of last year when a 46-year-old
merchant from Hunan province complained to
the PJ about the theft of 118 items from a total
of 196 that he had kept stored in the territory
after a Fair organized by the government in
September.

The man claimed to have started a company
in the territory a few months prior with a part-
ner to sell the referred merchandize in a fair.

After the fair the unsold 196 items of handi-

craft works, ceramic, porcelain and jade pro-
ducts were kept in a residential unit until Oc-
tober.

The man, who returned in November to
the mainland, arrived back in the MSAR in
December to find that 118 pieces had disa-
ppeared.

Further investigation led to the detention of
one employee at the Border Gate on Saturday.
The detained man, who pleads innocence, in-
formed the PJ that he was told by the partner
of the victim to deliver the merchandize at the
Border Gate during November, but that the
partner had disappeared shortly afterward.

The case is still under investigation.

BLOOMBERG

If that situation was not serious
enough, the driver then made
another U-turn recovering its ori-
ginal direction.

Through the vehicle registration
the police were able to track down
the owner and driver who was
then interrogated by authorities.

The motorist, who admitted the
unusual maneuver, told the au-
thorities that while on the bridge
he had decided to meet a friend
back in Macau. A few minutes la-
ter he had given up on that idea
and so made another U-turn and
headed back to Taipa.

Further investigation revealed

that the driver had consumed and
was under the influence of me-
thamphetamines (“ice”).

The PSP also found that the
driver and vehicle owner, a local
resident in his 20s, already pos-
sessed an extensive criminal re-
cord for drug consumption and
trafficking, and also a traffic con-
demnation for being involved in a
“hit-and-run” traffic accident.

He was yesterday transferred
to the Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) on the accusations of dan-
gerous driving and consumption
of forbidden psychotropic subs-
tances.

INSURANCE BROKER CHEATS 6 OVER IPHONE7 PRE-SALE

IN A separate case also reported by
the PJ, an insurance broker has al-
legedly cheated six other insurance
brokers in a pre-sale of the latest
smartphone (not yet released).
According to cases reported by six
different people between August

4 and 6, the suspect presented
them with the chance of being the

first to own an iPhone7, charging
an undisclosed sum of money for
the pre-sale of the product. Ac-
cording to the victims, the suspect
told them she had a special rela-
tionship with a shop selling the
product and showed them a fake
invoice to prove the capacity for
retrieving such an item.
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Cornell University
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Topics include:

¢ The stralegic managemenl process

* Strategic planning and strategic thinking
¢ Analysing the industry, competitor analysis and key stakeholders
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¢ Managing change and the process of introducing change

ViR B R OR

¥ INSTITUTO DE FORMACAD TURISTICA
Institute for Tourism Studies

Services
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Course leader: Dr. Michael Oshins, Executive Education Faculty

School of Hotel Administration, Cornell University, USA

Dr. Oshins has taught a dozen different courses including Marketing, Service
Quality & Human Resource Management, Leveraging Technology in Hospitality
& Tourism and Hospitality Leadership. His operational experience includes
hotel, restaurant, quick-service, and country club segments, highlighted by work
at the iconic Waldorf-Astoria in New York.
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Non-Macao ID-holders: MOP14,840
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Cornell-IFT Executive Development Programme.
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http://www.ift.edu.mo/EN/ExecutiveProgrammes/Home/Index/284
Enquiry: Tel: (853) 8598 1250, Fax: (853) 8598 1283, Email: edp@ift.edu.mo
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+ Racing D-shaped leather steering wheel

- 19” alloy wheels

With head-turning design and impeccable craftsmanship, combining the sportiness of a coupé and the
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empowered stance of a crossover, the Q30 premium compact hatchback is set to challenge convention.
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WeChat coming soon
at 35,000 feet as China
eases phone rules

Crystal Tse

ILLIONS of flyers in China

may soon see their wish come
true: authorities are considering
lifting restrictions on the use of
mobile phones on planes, paving
the way for wider in-flight connec-
tivity that is now available only in
developed markets.

A legislation to amend regula-
tions that limit the use of electronic
devices on board is underway and
the norms will be relaxed by the
end of this year or early 2017, Zhu
Tao, director of the air transporta-
tion division at the Civil Aviation
Administration of China, said in an
interview. The changes follow revi-
sed safety standards issued about
three years ago by regulators in the
U.S. and Europe.

The amendment, if approved,
will enable passengers to surf the
internet, use applications such as
WeChat, and shop online at crui-
sing altitudes with smartphones,
the most preferred device for web
browsing in the world’s most popu-
lous nation.

For the 50 odd Chinese airlines
fighting for a slice of the world’s
No. 2 air-travel market, it provi-
des e-commerce opportunities as
they tap the purchasing power of
the nation’s newly rich while they
are airborne. The global market for
in-flight e-commerce is set to reach
USD1.7 billion by 2020 from $1.4
billion in 2015, according to Frost
& Sullivan. China Eastern Airlines
Corp. and Spring Airlines Co. are
already preparing for it.

“From a business perspective, we
definitely hope that therell be a
breakthrough in the policy review,”
said Zhang Chi, a deputy director at
China Eastern, the nation’s second
largest by passengers. “While I let
passengers browse the internet for
free, I can at the same time profit
from advertisement and on-board
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shopping. There will be a big posi-
tive return.”

Under Chinese civil aviation re-
gulations, airlines at present order
mobile phones to be turned off for
safety reasons. However, many
allow the use of other electronic
devices, such as tablets, that do not
interfere with flight radio signals.

Such rules are changing across
the world, partly because of advan-
cements in technology and users
preference for the convenience
of smartphones. As of June, 656
million users in China, or 92.5
percent of all internet users, use
mobile phones to browse the web,
according to a report published by
the China Internet Network Infor-
mation Center in July.

Though many Chinese carriers
provide in-flight Wi-Fi service for
a limited number of flyers on some
of their planes, it isn’t widely avai-
lable yet. A report by Routehappy,
a company that tracks airline ame-
nities, shows that 78 percent of
airlines in the U.S. provide some
sort of connectivity. That compa-
res with 23 percent in China, ac-
cording to a local aviation statistic
company VariFlight.

Almost three-fourths of U.S. air-
line “seat miles,” an industry mea-
sure of capacity, now have Wi-Fi,
according to the “Global State of
Inflight Wi-Fi” report from Rou-
tehappy, with American Airlines,
Delta and United leading with rela-
tively decent Wi-Fi in most of their
fleets. Bloomberg

SANDS CHINA SEES FIVE RESTAURANTS AWARDED BY SMILIN

Elegant Seafood Restaurant

Smilin, the travel and gour-
met brand under Ctrip, one of
China’s largest travel service
providers, has named five res-
taurants at Sands Resorts Co-
tai Strip Macao as “Smilin Ex-
cellence” or “Smilin One-Star”
in a recent inaugural award
ceremony, according to a sta-
tement from Sands China.

The Venetian Macao’s Mi-
chelin-starred Indian restau-
rant “Golden Peacock”,
nese eateries “Canton” and
“Elegant Seafood Restaurant”,
and Sheraton
cao Hotel’s ltalian restaurant
“Bene” each received a “Smilin
Excellence” award. Meanwhi-
le, Four Seasons Hotel Ma-

cao’s

Chi-

taste.”
Grand Ma-

two-Michelin-starred
Cantonese restaurant “Zi Yat
Heen” was given the accolade,
“Smilin One-Star”.

The “Smilin Excellence” award
recognizes signature restauran-
ts with a local touch within a
medium price range, while the
“Smilin Star” awards deal with
high-end establishments requi-
ring a higher budget.

Aimed primarily at mainland
tourists, Ctrip describes Smi-
lin as “a list recommending
the most reliable restaurants
worth visiting during travel and
[that] appeals to the Chinese

The brand’s “Southern China
Region” shortlist includes 171
restaurants from four cities:
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, Hong
Kong and Macau.

Indonesia wins air
safety upgrade from

US in gain f

Fathiya Dahrul, Harry Suhartono

NDONESIA, an avia-

tion market with one of

the world’s worst safety

records, had its air-sa-
fety rating upgraded by the
U.S. Federal Aviation Admi-
nistration, a move that may
add momentum to flag car-
rier PT Garuda Indonesia’s
expansion plans.

The Southeast nation’s
transport ministry said it re-
ceived a letter from the U.S.
embassy saying Indonesia
got elevated to Category 1,
meaning local carriers inclu-
ding Garuda can fly to the
U.S. and enter code-share
agreements with U.S. airli-
nes. In 2007, the FAA had
cut the rating to Category
2, citing serious concerns
about the local civil-aviation
regulator’s safety oversight
and operational control sys-
tems.

“This is an achievement
we’ve been waiting for since
2007,” Suprasetyo, Director
General for Air Transport at
the ministry, told reporters
in Jakarta. “There are seve-
ral airlines that are ready to
fly to the U.S.”

The higher rating holds
better prospects for Garu-
da, which returned to pro-
fit last year, as it is allowed
to add lucrative routes to
North America. The upgra-
de came after the European
Union scrapped a flight ban
on Garuda in 2009 and in
June this year abolished

mer concert “Han

BLOOMBERG

Studio City’s second sum-

Hong
Macau Concert 2016” took

restrictions on three other
Indonesian operators - PT
Lion Mentari Airlines, Batik
Air and Garuda’s low-cost
unit Citilink. Among the
four, only Garuda has sche-
duled flights to Europe.

Among efforts to improve
its rating, Indonesia opened
a new terminal at its main
airport in Jakarta this mon-
th to ease congestion and
has also added structures
and equipment to bolster
airport safety.

“The efforts of the DGCA
over the past year have de-
monstrated the commitment
of the DGCA, the Ministry of
Transportation and the Go-
vernment of Indonesia to
establishing a system of ef-
fective aviation safety over-
sight,” the U.S. embassy said
in its letter, referring to the
Directorate General of Civil
Aviation, the local regulator.

A Category 1 rating means a

HAN HONG TAKES THE STAGE AT STUDIO CITY

the stage at the Studio City
Event Center (SCEC) on Sa-
turday, attracting thousands

or Garuda

nation’s civil aviation autho-
rity complies with interna-
tional standards. Category 2
means a country either lacks
laws or regulations neces-
sary to oversee its airlines in
line with minimum interna-
tional standards, or its civil
aviation authority is defi-
cient in one or more areas.

Several aviation accidents
in recent years have left In-
donesia with a fatal air-crash
rate of more than three times
the global average even amid
the government’s efforts to
improve transportation sa-
fety.

A shortage of skilled pilots,
ground crew and air-traffic
controllers as well as outda-
ted equipment and planes
have all contributed to the
deadly accidents, including
an AirAsia Bhd. Flight 8501
crash in December 2014
that killed all 162 people on
board. Bloomberg

of fans who came to see the
Chinese megastar, accor-
ding to a statement from ga-

- ming operator Melco Crown

Entertainment.

At her very first performan-
ce at the SCEC, Han treated
audiences to numerous fan

| favorites including her sig-

nature songs, “Listen to My
Sound” and “If You”.

The artist also introduced
new song arrangements

i using string instruments to

create a refreshing music
vibe, offering concert-goers a
unique live performance.

The SCEC is a 5,000-seat
multi-purpose entertainment
complex that opened at Stu-
dio City last year. The sta-
ge has welcomed musical
icons such as Mariah Carey,
Madonna and Asia’s King of
Dance, Aaron Kwok.



a ADVERTISEMENT =

16.08.2016 tue

T 4 MacauDainmmag

WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

ASEZ
KNOW
MORE
Ve
BETTER

i BB YF

MACAUCLOSER COM

EFEWEE LIVING & ARTS MAGAZINE

flows & © B W Kl aalable on @ wymse

.

'] ( .
L4 r
@ s e Mo L I y:
1] | 2 o | .| ~ .
L .a. ¥
I A
ey BN
‘Macau Fi 's WharF, Edf. New Orlens 111
. F%ﬁ)\' BEA; f8 111
\/ Tel:(853)2872 37177
5

.

Save on your grocery bills by swapping expensive pre-
packaged items for ‘whole’ foods and pantry staples.
Plus, Thermomix has an advanced heating system that
cooks with minimized energy consumption, so you can
enjoy savings on your household bills!

Save Time

Thermomix gives you more time to enjoy life!

Thermomix reduces preparation time by finely chopping
ingredients in seconds. Its versatility means that while
Thermomix gently cooks and stirs your food, you're left
free for other things.

Save Space

| Less is more. Thermomix brings together 12 different
functions in one compact unit.
The ergonomic design means anyone can master it, from
young children just starting out to experienced cooks.
With Thermomix you won't only taste the difference,
you'll feel it too.
Please contact us for a free demo:

“Final Clear Out Stroke special price for the Thermomix.
The original price is HKD 12,800 and now only HKD 8,000.
This is the last and best chance for you to have your Thermomix.”

Tong Jia de Ramirez -
Phone Number : +853 6668 1771.
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ANGOLA

Year-
on-year
inflation
over 35
percent in
Luanda

EAR-ON-YEAR

inflation in Luan-
da reached 35.30 per-
cent in July, up 24.89
percent over the figure
recorded a year ago,
Angola’s National Sta-
tistics Institute annou-
nced.

In July prices pos-
ted a monthly increa-
se of 4.04 percent.
The spending catego-
ries that accounted for
most of that rise were
health (+6.86 percent),
food and non-alcoholic
beverages (+5.94 per-
cent), diverse goods
and services (+4.94
percent) and alcoho-
lic drinks and tobacco
(+3.85 percent).

The INE also reported
that cumulate inflation
since the beginning of
the year showed an in-
crease of 26.66 percent
year-on-year, 16.69
percentage points over
the 6.97 percent cumu-
late inflation from Ja-
nuary to July 2015.

Several international
studies have indicated
that the Angolan capi-
tal Luanda is one of the
most expensive cities
in the world.

The national consu-
mer price index (NCPI)
(the INE does not dis-
close aggregate data
for a year for the who-
le country) recorded
variance of 4.26 per-
cent from June to July.
MDT/Macauhub

Human resources focus in
next cycle of China-Africa
economic cooperation

HE cycle of expansion

based on raw mate-

rials, which has sus-

tained growth of eco-
nomic relations between Chi-
na and African countries like
Angola, is playing out and the
next opportunity is in human
resources, says researcher Da-
vid Dollar.

In the Brookings Institution
study on “China’s Engagement
with Africa: from natural re-
sources to human resources,”
the US researcher holds that
“the foundation for the Africa-
China economic relationship is
shifting,” after an in initial pe-
riod where it was “logical” for
the Chinese economy to import
African raw materials while
exporting back industrial pro-
ducts.

“These patterns of trade and
investment are now likely to
gradually shift in response to
changing demographics. The
working-age population in Chi-
na has peaked and will shrink
over the coming decades.” This
has led to higher wages and ri-
sing domestic consumption,
the economy’s most dynamic
component, he says.

The model based on in-
vestment and exports is also
“running out of steam” and the-
re is excess production capacity
in real property, manufacturing
and infrastructures, whereby
raw material demand should
remain muted.

Dollar asserts that Africa’s de-
mographics are heading in the
opposite direction, with much
resemblance to China before
the economic reforms 35 years
ago: half of the population is
less than 20 years old, so the
working-age population will in-

XINHUA

-

Youths from China and Africa take a group photo after the opening ceremony of

;‘., _‘_‘ N i = EEE‘

2016 China-Africa Youth Gala held in Guangzhou on Aug. 2. A total of 188 youths
from 18 African countries and nearly 200 youths from Guangdong attended the gala

crease in the next two decades,
forcing the continent to create
20 million jobs per year.

“Africa’s demographics pre-
sent both an opportunity and a
challenge. It is unrealistic to ex-
pect the China-Africa economic
relationship to change overni-
ght. Nor would it be reasonable
to expect large volumes of Chi-
nese manufacturing to move to
the continent in the near future
[...] But if even small amoun-
ts of manufacturing shift, this
could make a significant diffe-
rence for African economies,”
he explains.

Preliminary conclusions of a
study by the China Africa Re-
search Initiative of Johns Ho-
pkins University in the US, re-
cently presented by the resear-
chers Jyhjong Hwang, Deborah
Brautigam and Janet Eom,
indicate that of the USD86.9
billion of Chinese lending to
Africa between 2000 and 2014

Africa’s
demographics
present both an
opportunity and
a challenge.

DAVID DOLLAR

(by Chinese government, banks
and companies), Angola recei-
ved $21.2 billion or 23 percent
of the total.

The China Development Bank
was the institution that gran-
ted the most credit to Angola
($11.3 billion), followed by the
Export-Import Bank of China
($7.36 billion) and others ($2.5
billion).

China should work with Afri-
can governments to “encourage
Chinese firms to hire and train

African workers and to limit the
flow of labor” to those coun-
tries, because there is a greater
incentive for companies to hire
locally due to the rising cost of
sending in expatriate workers,
Dollar says.

After analyzing the Chinese
Commerce Ministry databa-
se on companies investing in
Africa, he concludes that while
the biggest companies focus on
extracting natural resources,
small and medium sized ones
are above all dedicated to ma-
nufacturing and services, whi-
ch meets the interests of many
African economies.

In late July, 39 agreements
between Chinese and African
companies worth an estimated
$17 billion were signed in Bei-
jing on the sidelines of a mee-
ting held to assess the second
China-Africa Forum (FOCAC)
Summit, according to Xinhua
news agency.

The business seminar likewise
held during that meeting was
attended by more than 400
participants from government
agencies, financial institutions,
business associations and com-
panies.

Among those present were
Mozambique’s Deputy Minis-
ter for Foreign Affairs and Coo-
peration, Nyeleti Mondlane,
and Guinea Bissau’s Minister
of Public Works, Construction
and Urbanism, Malam Banjai,
among other representatives
from the Portuguese-language
countries.

The December 2015 FOCAC
Summit in Johannesburg re-
sulted in ten cooperation plans
between China and Africa in the
next three years, worth an estima-
ted $60 billion. MDT/Macauhub
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
We provide all range of dental services:

- Oral examination and radiology investigation — Oral and Dental implant Surgery
— Restorative and Cosmetic Dentistry - Endodontic Treatment
— Children Dentistry — Periodontal Treatment
— Orthodontic Treatment — Emergency Treatment

We are committed to deliver high quality dental services with personalized care. We ensure
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Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

APANESE Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe stayed away yes-
terday from a Tokyo shrine that
honors convicted war criminals
among the nation’s war dead, a
bid to avoid controversy with
neighboring countries on the
71st anniversary of the end of
World War II.

Abe instead sent a gift of mo-
ney and religious ornaments to
Yasukuni Shrine. His visit to
the shrine in December 2013
drew sharp rebukes from China
and South Korea, which see Ya-
sukuni as a symbol of Japan’s
wartime militarism and consi-
der the visits an attempt to whi-
tewash the country’s wartime
aggression.

Abe’s government is repor-
tedly trying to arrange a mee-
ting between him and Chinese
President Xi Jinping at a G-20
summit in China next month.

At an official memorial ce-
remony later yesterday, Abe
reiterated his pledge not to let
the tragedy of war be repeated,
but neither mentioned Japan’s
wartime actions in Asia nor
apologized to its victims.

He also did not do so in his
three previous speeches at the
annual event, though he did
touch on some of Japan’s war-
time actions last year during a
speech in Washington and in
a separate statement for the
7oth anniversary of the war’s
end.

Emperor Akihito reiterated
his “feelings of deep remorse,” a
phrase he used last year for the
first time, capturing media at-
tention because of the contrast
between his words and Abe’s.

Akihito, 82, spoke after obser-
ving a moment of silence in his
first public appearance outside
the palace since he indicated
his wish to abdicate in a video
message last week.

Abe also visited the Chidori-
gafuchi National Cemetery for
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CHINA-JAPAN

Abe avoids Yasukuni Shrine as
Japan marks Pacific War’s end

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

unidentified soldiers on his way
to the memorial ceremony at
the nearby Budokan hall.

In a sign of lingering bitter
feelings in Asia over Japan’s
wartime actions, a group of
South Korean lawmakers pi-
cked the day to land on small
disputed islands in the Sea of
Japan to celebrate their coun-
try’s liberation from Japanese
colonization. The islands are

controlled by South Korea but
also claimed by Tokyo.

Chief  Cabinet  Secretary
Yoshihide Suga reiterated Ja-
pan’s claim to the islands and
said the lawmakers’ action was
“unacceptable and extremely
regrettable.” He said Tokyo had
protested to Seoul.

In Nanjing, China, Chinese
and South Korea representati-
ves gathered at a memorial hall

Beijing working on growth
initiative for economy summit

for victims of Japan’s notorious
1937 Nanking Massacre to com-
memorate victory in what Chi-
na calls the War of Resistance
Against Japanese Aggression.
There was mixed reaction in
South Korea, where President
Park Geun-hye focused on fu-
ture relations with Japan, while
the Foreign Ministry expressed
“deep concerns and regret” over
visits to Yasukuni by others in

AP PHOTO

@ Abe’s visit

to the shrine

in December
2013 drew
sharp rebukes
from China and
South Korea

Abe’s government.

At least four Cabinet minis-
ters have visited Yasukuni since
early August, two of them yes-
terday.

Abe’s special aide Yasutoshi
Nishimura, a ruling Liberal De-
mocratic Party lawmaker, told
reporters that he offered a do-
nation from Abe to the shrine
along with the religious orna-
ments and prayed on his behalf.

Hidehisa Otsuji, head of a
group of lawmakers from va-
rious parties who routinely visit
Yasukuni, told reporters that
Abe’s absence would be un-
derstood by the war dead “if it’s
a judgment based on national
interest.”

Separately, a group of conser-
vative members of parliament
chaired by Tomomi Inada, a
recently appointed defense mi-
nister known for downplaying
Japan’s wartime atrocities, also
visited the shrine.

Inada is a regular at Yasuku-
ni during ceremonial occasions
but is currently out of the coun-
try. AP

HINA will propose a

joint initiative to re-
vive weak global growth
at next month’s meeting
of leaders of Group of 20
major economies amid
rising protectionist senti-
ment in the United States
and Europe, officials said
yesterday.

Speaking at a news con-
ference, a senior Chinese
diplomat made clear Bei-
jing wants the Sept. 4-5
meeting to avoid political
issues such as its territo-
rial disputes with its nei-
ghbors in the South China
Sea.

The meeting in the eas-

tern Chinese city of Han-
gzhou comes as an unu-
sually weak global econo-
mic recovery is helping to
fuel the popularity of U.S.
and European political
movements that advocate
protection for local indus-
tries.

Details of Beijing’s
proposal still are being
worked out but will in-
clude reforms aimed at
strengthening the glo-
bal financial system and
promoting technological
innovation, said the Chi-
nese finance and foreign
affairs officials.

They gave no indication

it might include an eco-
nomic stimulus. Some
investors have expected
such a measure but offi-
cials at two previous G20
gatherings this year said
the timing was wrong, be-
cause individual econo-
mies face different con-
ditions and need to take
actions tailored to their
own needs.

The proposal will stress
“inclusive growth” to
spread economic benefits
widely and shore up su-
pport for free trade, said
a deputy finance minis-
ter, Zhu Guangyao. He
said governments should

be on “high alert” to “an-
ti-globalization”  senti-
ments.

“If the people cannot
feel the benefits, then
this sort of development
cannot truly improve
people’s lives, and peo-
ple will have mixed fee-
lings about such develo-
pment,” he said.

A deputy foreign mi-
nister, Li Baoding, made
clear China wants to
avoid sensitive diploma-
tic issues.

The consensus among
members is to “focus on
economic  development
and not be distracted by

Hostess prepares for the G20 Finance Ministers and Central Bank
Governors Meeting in Chengdu

other parties,” Li said
when asked about territo-
rial disputes in the South
China Sea.

“The Hangzhou summit
must focus on economic
issues,” said Li. “This is
what people want to talk

about most at the sum-
mit.”

Li gave similar respon-
ses to questions about
China’s resolute opposi-
tion to South Korea’s de-
ployment of a U.S. missile
defense system. AP
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Why China’s plan to build a new
silk road runs through Singapore

S the son of aman who

journeyed from China

to Singapore and fou-

ded a shipping bu-

siness a half century ago, Teo

Siong Seng sees his life as one

immersed in the ancient tra-
ding networks of Asia.

So the managing director of
the Pacific International Lines
Group is seeking to benefit as
China rejuvenates its Silk Road
routes to the Middle East and
Europe. He is setting up a joint
venture with China Cosco Shi-
pping Corporation Ltd. to help
China’s largest shipping group
build connections in Southeast
Asia and beyond.

“Chinese companies alone
may not have enough expe-
rience to carry out their invest-
ments in other countries,” said
Teo, who'’s also chairman of the
Singapore Business Federation.
“To cooperate with companies
like us would also make their
businesses smoother. They
have to learn the way we deal
with local people and the way
we do business.”

The venture underscores Sin-
gapore’s potential as a gateway
to Southeast Asia for China as
President Xi Jinping seeks to
export excess industrial capa-
city while building influence
overseas. Lured by shared cul-
tural bonds and the former Bri-
tish colony’s legal and financial
systems, the number of Chinese
companies registered locally
has almost doubled in the past
five years to more than 7,500.

Exploiting Singapore’s regio-
nal familiarity could help Chi-
nese companies navigate local
politics complicated by tensions
over China’s territorial claims

HONG KONG

BLOOMBERG

Teo Siong Seng

in the South China Sea. It cou-
1d also help them avoid pitfalls
from prior investment in Africa
and Latin America, where Chi-
na has faced criticism at times
for a heavy-handed approach,
insisting for example its com-
panies and laborers carry out
the bulk of a contract.

“From all the failures, Chinese
have learned that they need a
local broker,” said Gao Zhikai,
a board member of coking coal
distributor Winsway Enterpri-
ses Holdings and former vice
president of crude oil giant
CNOOC Ltd. “Chinese com-
panies believe Singapore com-
panies are easier to deal with
and they know how to deal with
different markets.”

Xi is offering vasts amounts
of money to Southeast Asia for
infrastructure projects for the
maritime portion of his revita-
lized Silk Road. Combined with
an overland route through Eu-
rasia, the project is known as

“One Belt, One Road.”

For Beijing, the project is a
solution to the industrial over-
capacity that has built up in
many sectors. It’s also the eco-
nomic carrot of Xi’s push to
make China a regional power
and challenge decades of U.S.
dominance in Asia. Greater tra-
de and investment could blunt
concern over the country’s mi-
litary expansion and its territo-
rial ambitions.

Investment company Fosun
International - one of the lar-
gest private groups in China
- set up its Southeast Asian
headquarters in Singapore last
year. “Chinese companies have
to pick the right platform and
springboard before making an
international move, and Singa-
pore is a very good choice,” said
chief executive officer Liang
Xinjun.

China’s relations with Sou-
theast Asia are deeply rooted in
history and the region’s trading

culture. Some Chinese Singapo-
reans, like Teo’s father, migra-
ted from Chinese provinces like
Fujian during the second Si-
no-Japanese War in the 1930s,
and ethnic Chinese traders had
been plying routes in the area
for centuries before.

China has looked to Singapo-
re before: The country in late
2015 hosted the first summit
between Taiwan and China in
seven decades, while late lea-
der Lee Kuan Yew was seen as
a regional voice of counsel on
China relations. Many Chinese
officials tread a path each year
to Singapore to study its politi-
cal model.

Singapore has the largest
ethnic Chinese population in
the region, at nearly 75 percent,
and is China’s largest foreign
investor. More than 20 percent
of its gross domestic product is
linked to China, according to
Natixis SA.

Chinese business flowing
through Singapore could help
as its economy faces what could
be its slowest-growth year since
the global financial crisis, hurt
by a slowdown in trade, weak
commodity prices and job cuts
in the banking industry.

Still, while Southeast Asian
nations are hungry for infras-
tructure funds to meet the de-
mands of their growing popu-
lations, China shouldn’t expect
an unconditional open door.

“Many countries in Southeast
Asia are becoming more cau-
tious when dealing with Chi-
nese companies, which have a
relatively bad track record in
implementing deals over the
past decade,” said Winsway’s
Gao, who is also director of the

China National Association of
International Studies.

“Given the growing tensions
over the South China Sea, Chi-
nese firms have to be even more
careful in putting the deals in
practice,” Gao said. “Even a
small mistake could cause a
major negative reaction.”

China may look to Singapore
to help smooth over the terri-
torial frictions it has with some
Southeast Asian nations. The
U.S. navy uses Singapore as a
gateway to the South China Sea
for its ships and surveillance
planes, and Singapore has cal-
led on China to tread carefully.

On a company level, there is
progress. Singapore’s Ascen-
das-Singbridge Group created
a joint venture last year with
China Machinery Engineering
Corporation to invest in in-
dustrial and technology parks
in Asia. Ascendas-Singbridge
Chief Customer Solutions Offi-
cer Aylwin Tan said the ventu-
re expects to announce its first
project within six months.

“We find that trust is the most
important element in the Chi-
nese business culture,” Tan
said by e-mail. “Singaporeans
can better appreciate the Chi-
nese culture, and understand
the spoken and unspoken rules
of doing business in China.”

Still, there will be difficulties
ahead, according to Bernard
Chan, president of Asia Finan-
cial, an investment holding com-
pany. Some nations in the region
have relatively opaque - and
complex - regulatory and finan-
cial reporting systems that can be
harder for outsiders to navigate.

Also, China companies in
some cases “have absolutely no
clue of what they are buying,
but they have to buy,” said
Chan. “It looks like a recycling
of what happened 20 years
ago to the Japanese. Hopefully
Chinese companies could learn
from them and minimize the
mistakes. But I'm sure they will
walk through that cycle once
again.” Bloomberg

‘Occupy’ leaders avoid jail time for illegal rally

HREE Hong Kong

student protest lea-
ders have avoided prison
time for leading or encou-
raging an illegal rally that
sparked huge pro-demo-
cracy street protests two
years ago.

A magistrate sentenced
Joshua Wong and Na-
than Law to community
service yesterday while a
third activist, Alex Chow,
received a suspended
sentence.

Nineteen-year-old
Wong became the most
high-profile leader of
the protests that erupted

in late September 2014,
which marked the former
British colony’s most tur-
bulent period since China
took control in 1997.

Youthful protesters occu-
pied key thoroughfares for
11 weeks to press demands
for unrestricted elections
for the city’s top leader.

Wong and Law were
found guilty last month of
taking part in an unlawful
assembly. Wong was gi-
ven 120 hours of commu-
nity service by Magistrate
June Cheung while the
23-year-old Law received
80 hours.

Chow, who was found
guilty of inciting others
to join an unlawful as-
sembly, was also initially
given 120 hours of com-
munity service. However,
because the 25-year-old
is due to start a year-long
master’s program at the
London School of Eco-
nomics in September, he
would be unlikely to com-
plete it so the magistrate
instead gave him a three-
week prison sentence,
suspended for a year.

Student leaders and ri-
ghts groups have slam-
med the prosecutions for

being politically motiva-
ted.

Wong told reporters ou-
tside court that he would
“still commit civil diso-
bedience through non-
violent direct action to
show my commitment
and persistence to fight
for human rights, de-
mocracy and freedom in
Hong Kong.”

The three were charged
with storming into a fen-
ced-off courtyard known
as Civic Square beside
Hong Kong’s government
complex on the evening
of Friday Sept. 26, 2014,

in a bid to protest Bei-
jing’s plan to restrict the
elections.

They and dozens of
other young activists
were detained by police.
In response, crowds of
demonstrators  flooded
the area over the weekend
to demand their release.
Police responded late on
Sunday Sept. 28 with do-
zens of volleys of teargas,
a move that backfired and
drove even more people
on to the streets, kickstar-
ting what became known
as the Umbrella Move-
ment protests.

In her sentencing, Cheu-
ng said she took into ac-
count the fact that the
three, who had no pre-
vious criminal convic-
tions, did not intend to
harm anyone or benefit
themselves with their ac-
tions.

She said she decided
not to hand out tough
sentences as a deterrent,
saying it would be unfair
to the three, who she said
had shown milder beha-
vior compared with that
of other political even-
ts that have erupted in
Hong Kong since then. AP
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dian troops in Uri, an area
west of Srinagar. The army
said the men had crossed the
highly militarized Line of Con-
trol separating the Pakistani-
and Indian-held portions of
Kashmir.

Pakistan celebrated Indepen-
dence Day on Sunday, and tens
of thousands of Kashmiris on
the Indian side rallied and hois-
ted Pakistani flags and chanted
“Long Live Pakistan” and “Go
India, go back.”

At least 40 people were inju-
red in clashes between rock-
throwing protesters and gover-
nment forces, who fired shot-
gun pellets and tear gas.

Kashmir’s chief minister,
Mehbooba Mufti, appealed for
calm in her Independence Day
speech. The national flag fell
on Mufti’s head as she pulled
the rope to unfurl it at a highly
guarded soccer stadium in Sri-

KASHMIR

1 Indian soldier, 4 rebels
killed in gunbattles

Aijaz Hussain, Srinagar

T least one paramilitary
oldier and four suspected
rebels were killed in a series of
gunbattles in Indian-controlled
Kashmir despite a security lo-
ckdown in the disputed region

yesterday as India celebrated
the anniversary of its indepen-
dence from British rule. Ten
government troops were also
wounded.

The Himalayan region has
been under curfew for almost
six weeks since the largest

street protests in years erupted
after Indian troops killed a top
rebel leader, and security was
tightened further in the week
preceding India’s Independen-
ce Day.

The first clash took place in
the Nowhatta neighborhood

of Srinagar, Kashmir’s main
city, when suspected rebels at-
tacked troops on patrol to en-
force the curfew. K.K. Sharma,
a top official of the Central Re-
serve Paramilitary Force, said
the gunbattle lasted several
hours.

The second attack, similar
in nature, took place in the
Khanyar neighborhood.

Two rebels and one paramili-
tary soldier were killed, Shar-
ma said. A local policeman and
nine paramilitary troops were
wounded, two of them ecriti-
cally, he said.

Two rebels were also fatally
shot in a gunbattle with In-

nagar, leading authorities to
order an investigation to ascer-
tain whether it was sabotage or
negligence.

Kashmir is divided between
India and Pakistan but claimed
in its entirety by both.

India accuses Pakistan of ar-
ming and training Kashmiri
rebels who have been fighting
for independence or for a mer-
ger with Pakistan since 1989.
Pakistan denies the charge,
saying it provides only moral
and political support.

More than 68,000 people
have been killed in the fighting
and in a subsequent Indian mi-
litary crackdown. AP

PAKISTAN

Father, ex-husband arrested in
UK-Pakistani woman’s killing

AKISTANI  police

have arrested the fa-
ther and ex-husband of a
British woman of Pakis-
tani origin who was killed
last month in what autho-
rities suspect was an “ho-
nor killing,” a top investi-
gator said yesterday.

Samia Shahid’s family
buried her, claiming she
had died of natural cau-
ses. But after her husband
raised the alarm, the po-
lice reopened the case
and later concluded the
28-year-old was stran-
gled to death.

Abu Bakar Khuda Bux,
the investigator heading
the team, told The Asso-
ciated Press that the wo-
man’s father, Mohammad
Shahid, and her former
husband, Mohammad
Shakeel, were prime sus-
pects in the case.

The two were formally
arrested on Sunday, al-
though the police have
been questioning them

AP PHOTO

In this file photo, Pakistani police officers present Waseem Azeem,
the brother of slain model Qandeel Baloch. He has confessed to
strangling her to death for “family honor” because she posted
“shameful” pictures on Facebook

for several days, Bux said.

“All the evidence we
have is leading to their
involvement in the mur-
der,” he said. “We are
collecting more evidence
before we sent the case to
court.”

After her death, Shahid’s
second husband, Mukh-

tar Kazim, accused the
family of luring her back
to Pakistan from Dubali,
where the couple lived, on
the pretext of her father’s
illness. His statements
prompted the investiga-
tion and Pakistani police
eventually declared the
case a murder.

According to two poli-
ce officers, the ex-hus-
band has confessed to the
killing and has described
to his interrogators how
he used his ex-wife’s scarf
to strangle her. The of-
ficers, who are involved
in the probe, spoke on
condition of anonymi-
ty because they were not
authorized to discuss the
details with the media
before the case goes to
court.

Bux declined to com-
ment on the purported
confessions, saying the
investigation is not yet fi-
nished.

After she married the
first time, Shahid lived
in Pakistan for a brief pe-
riod before moving back
to England where she got
a divorce in 2014. Her fa-
mily had lived Bradford
since 1950s.

Pakistan reports nearly
1,000 so-called “honor
killings” every year. AP

INDONESIA

New Jakarta airport
terminal flooded just
days after opening

HE operator of the Indonesian capital’s main

airport has apologized to passengers for floo-
ding at its brand new terminal after rains overcame
drainage pipes and inundated the arrivals area this
weekend.

The USD560 million terminal opened last week
to domestic flights by national carrier Garuda but
has been plagued by complaints about its lack of
readiness.

The airport operator and government hope the
new terminal, and a third runway that is under
development, will relieve over-crowding at Soekar-
no-Hatta airport and make Jakarta a rival to Sin-
gapore and Bangkok for international stopovers in
Southeast Asia.

PT Angkasa Pura II, the airport operator, said it
brought the flooding under control within an hour
and is investigating the cause.

Local media said drains might have been clogged
by construction debris.

The company plans for other airlines to gradually
move their flights to the terminal and it plans to
start refurbishing two old terminals, built in 1984
and 1992, later this year.

Soekarno-Hatta airport will be able to handle 62
million passengers a year once the renovated ter-
minals are fully operational again in early 2018.

The airport handled about 54 million passengers
last year, making it the 18th busiest in the world,
according to Airports Council International. AP
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HAI authorities said
yesterday they are in-
vestigating ~ whether
bombings last week at
several popular tourist destina-
tions were related to long-term
separatist violence in the coun-
try's far south, backing away
from assertions that partisan
politics were behind them.

Police have made no formal
arrests in the bomb and arson
attacks in seven towns that kil-
led four people and wounded
dozens, including several fo-
reign tourists. They told a news
conference that several people
have been detained by the mi-
litary for questioning, but de-
clined to provide details. Those
detained have been identified
in by Thai media as political ac-
tivists opposed to the country's
ruling military junta.

The attackers' tactics have led
to speculation that the bombin-
gs were carried out by Muslim
separatists in Thailand's south
who have staged a low-level in-
surgency since 2004. Thailand
is overwhelmingly Buddhist,
but its three southernmost pro-
vinces have Muslim majorities.

National police chief Gen.
Chakthip Chaijinda acknowled-
ged that there were similarities
between the tourist spot bom-
bings and those carried out by
the separatists.

"I've always said since the be-
ginning and I've never said any-
thing else, there are similarities
in bomb-making methods and
the equipment used,” he said
in response to reporters' ques-
tions.

Senior Thai officials suggested
strongly soon after the Thurs-
day and Friday attacks at Hua
Hin and other holiday spots
that they were carried out by

PHILIPPINES

AP PHOTO

THAILAND

Police probing bhombing link
to southern violence

political opponents of the mili-
tary government. The commen-
ts suggested the perpetrators
were linked to supporters of
former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, who was ousted in
a 2006 military coup. His su-
pporters and opponents have
since then carried out a someti-
mes-violent struggle for power.
The army in 2014 toppled an

Investigafors Wt;fk at the scene of ah explbsidn iﬁ the resort town of Hua Hin, 240 kildmeters (1 56 miles)- south of Bangkok

elected government that had
been led by Thaksin's sister,
Yingluck Shinawatra.

Evidence pointing toward
southern militants includes at
least one recovered cellphone
used as a trigger in last week's
bombings that originated in
Malaysia, which is on the other
side of a porous border from
Thailand's southernmost pro-

vinces and hosts sympathizers
to the separatist cause.
Malaysian police chief Khalif
Abu Bakar confirmed that they
received details from Thai po-
lice and are trying to track the
phone's dealer and buyer.
Several new attacks took place
in two of the deep south provin-
ces where bombings and drive-
by shootings have become al-

most a daily occurrence over the
past decade. Three homemade
bombs exploded Sunday night
in Yala town, causing property
damage but no casualties, while
roadside bombs detonated yes-
terday morning in Narathiwat
province injured two patrolling
soldiers.

A pro-Thaksin group, the
United Front for Democracy
Against Dictatorship, on Sun-
day accused the government of
using the investigation of last
week's attacks to crack down on
its opponents.

"They accuse us of being res-
ponsible for the violent acts wi-
thout any evidence or claim to
support the accusations. Their
intent is to destroy their com-
petitors so that support would
be given to a government that
came into power from for-
ce," said a statement from the
group, also known as the Red
Shirts.

Questioned yesterday about
the group's allegation, Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit Wong-
suwan denied any political bias,
and said that "in regards to the
finding of the phone and SIM
card from Malaysia, we will
have to keep investigating be-
cause everything has its origins.
All the officials have collected
all the evidence, just give us
some time to work." AP

Supreme court asked to block hero’s burial for Marcos

UMAN rights vic-

tims of the late Phili-
ppine dictator Ferdinand
Marcos' regime petitio-
ned the Supreme Court
yesterday to block and
nullify a government di-
rective to have the ex-lea-
der buried in a heroes'
cemetery — an emotional
and divisive issue for Fili-
pinos who ousted Marcos
in a 1986 "people power"
revolt.

The respondents asked
the court to issue a tem-
porary restraining order,
and after deliberations,
to nullify the Executive
Department's decision to
allow Marcos' burial at
the Heroes Cemetery.

The petition said such
burial for the "tyrant" and
the "plunderer par exce-
llence" is illegal, would
flout principles enshrined
in the constitution and

violate regulations that
outline who is entitled to
be interred in the military
run cemetery.

It also would abandon
a 1993 agreement be-
tween the Marcos family
and then President Fidel
Ramos' government for
Marcos to be buried in his
hometown in northern
Tlocos Norte province, the
petitioners said.

President Rodrigo Du-
terte has remained firm
in his stance to allow the
burial despite growing
opposition.

On Sunday, about 1,500
protesters carrying a large
streamer that read "Mar-
cos not a hero" braved
the rain, wind and mud
at Manila's seaside Rizal
Park to call on Duterte to
reconsider his decision.
They launched a signatu-
re campaign to try to stop

the burial, tentatively set
for next month.

Marcos died in exile in
Hawaii in 1989. His re-
mains are displayed in a
glass coffin in his home-
town.

The petitioners, inclu-
ding former congress-
men Saturnino Ocampo
and Neri Colmenares,
are among human rights
victims who won a class-
action lawsuit in Hawaii
against Marcos. The res-
pondents include Defense
Secretary Delfin Lorenza-
na and two military offi-
cials who issued directi-
ves to carry out Duterte's
order, which the petition
said "was made with gra-
ve abuse of discretion."

"With thousands of Fili-
pinos murdered and disa-
ppeared under his watch
and billions of peoples'
money stolen during his

AP PHOTO

Martial Law victims (from left), Rodolfo Dela Cruz, Danilo Dela Fuente, Fr. Dionilo Cabillas, former
Congressman and human rights lawyer Nery Colmenares, Felix Dalisay and Bonifacio llagan, clench their
fists shortly after filing a petition before the Supreme Court seeking to stop the burial at the Heroes’
Cemetery of the late Philippine dictator Ferdinand Marcos

tion because his victims,
"who continue to cry out
for justice, can never rest
in peace," it added. AP

regime, Marcos should
have spent his last years
in prison, and his death
in an unmarked and de-

solate grave," the petition
said.

A hero's burial will not
achieve closure for the na-
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Pence walks fine line as Trump
translator, damage controller

Kathleen Ronayne & Brian
Slodysko, Milwaukee (Wis.)

T'S been one potentially

disastrous comment after

another from Republican

presidential nominee Do-
nald Trump — but you wouldn't
know it watching his running
mate.

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence is
the Trump campaign's happy
warrior, delighting in telling
cheering audiences that Trump
won't "tiptoe around" the rules
of political correctness. He's
deliberately avoided or, when
pressed, tried to do damage
control on most of Trump's re-
cent eyebrow-raising remarks.

"The media's talking today
about another controversy over
semantics,”" Pence told a crowd
last week in La Crosse, Wiscon-
sin, following a spate of cam-
paign coverage about Trump's
claim that President Barack
Obama is "the founder of ISIS,"
an acronym for the Islamic Sta-
te extremist group.

Part sunny sidekick, part
Trump translator, Pence is be-
tting his political future on en-
dearing himself to the slice of
Republican primary voters who
propelled the businessman to
the GOP nomination. At the
same time, he's trying to stay
true to the conservative values
he's held since former President
Ronald Reagan's "morning in
America" optimism lured the
one-time Democrat over to the
Republican Party in the 1980s.

It's a strategy with risks.

"He is walking a tight rope
and there's no safety net," said
Republican Indiana state Rep.
Dave Ober, who is both a vocal

Houston mother

who calmly told an
acquaintance that she
had drowned her two
children in a bathtub has
been charged in their
deaths and was being
held without bond yes-
terday.

AP PHOTO

Republican vice presidential candidate Indiana Gov. Mike Pence speaks during a
campaign stop in Council Bluffs, lowa

Pence supporter and outspoken
in his distaste for Trump. "He's
had to put together a message
of their hopes and dreams for
the country if they are elected,
while also trying to Band-Aid
over some of the mistakes that
are being made by Donald at
the top of the ticket."

Over the last year-and-a-half,
Pence's approval rating as India-
na's governor sunk, largely due
to his support for conservative
social issues which drew negati-
ve attention to the state. His se-
lection as Trump's running mate
plucked him away from a difficult
re-election he had no assurance
of winning. Now, should Trump
lose the White House, Pence
will likely be seen favorably by
the businessman's most faithful
supporters who are expected to
be a key voting bloc in the 2020

Houston mother charged in deaths
of son, 7, and daughter, 5

GOP primary. He plays directly
to them on the stump.

"[Trump's] a fighter, he's a
winner, and until recently it
seemed like he was out there
fighting all on his own," Pence
said, punctuating each of the
last four words for emphasis,
crafting himself as the man who
rescued Trump from walking
down a lonely road.

GOP strategist and former
Pence spokesman Robert Vane
says it's no surprise Pence is de-
voutly on-message because the
"the first rule of being a VP can-
didate is 'do no harm."

"Donald Trump chose Mike
Pence based on a series of
strengths," Vane said. "And
Gov. Pence is famous for his
message discipline."

Still, there are times where the
two are on different pages.

Trump, for example, has re-
fused to publicly release his
taxes, bucking a longstanding
tradition. Pence ducked the is-
sue until his Democratic vice
presidential rival Sen. Tim Kai-
ne, of Virginia, last week relea-
sed years' worth of tax records.
Now Pence has changed tack,
suggesting in an interview with
WABC in New York that his
own taxes could soon be relea-
sed and adding they would be a
"a quick read."

When news anchors pressed
Pence last week about Trump's
"founder of ISIS" commen-
ts, and remarks that "Second

dd

[Pence has]
had to put
together a
message of
their hopes
and dreams
for the country
if they are
elected, while
also trying to
Band-Aid over
some of the
mistakes that
are being made
by Donald.

REP. DAVE OBER

Amendment people" — people
advocating for the right to carry
guns — could do something to
protest Hillary Clinton's Supre-
me Court selection, Pence did
his best to downplay or rationa-
lize both controversies.

"Of course not, no," he told
a Philadelphia reporter when
asked whether Trump's Second
Amendment remarks sought to
incite violence. "Donald Trump
is urging people around this
country to act in a manner con-
sistent with their convictions in
the course of this election, and
people who cherish the Second
Amendment have a very clear
choice in this election."”

The two men talk strategy al-
most daily, but Pence is the far
more disciplined. In his rou-
ghly 30-minute stump speech,
Pence defends his new boss,
brushes over the latest Trump-
related news item, then trains
his sights squarely on Clinton,
a target Trump hasn't seemed
able to stay on.

But while Pence is more on-
message, few voters are around
to see it. Pence attracted crowds
of less than 300 last week at
stops in Iowa, Ohio, Pennsylva-
nia and Wisconsin, compared
to the thousands who show up
to see Trump daily.

Curt Smith, a longtime friend
and former GOP congressional
aide who now runs the conser-
vative Indiana Family Institu-
te think tank, says Pence has
performed well, despite the
challenges of being Trump's
running mate.

"If he handles himself well, if
he continues to make a valua-
ble contribution to the ticket,
his future will take care of itself
and he will be a top ticket con-
tender," Smith said.

Indeed, Pence is using Mi-
dwestern modesty to make his
support for Trump crystal clear.

As a rowdy Milwaukee crowd
began chanting, "Pence, Pen-
ce, Pence," at a Thursday night
rally, the Indiana governor offe-
red a different suggestion: "Let's
try Trump, Trump, Trump!" AP

of those visits. Patel said
a "top to bottom review"
of the family will be con-
ducted.

Neighbors told the
Houston Chronicle that
the family had moved in
just a few months ear-
lier.

Sheborah Thomas, 30,
was charged Sunday
with capital murder of a
person under age 6, ac-
cording to court records.

"All indications are
she is the one who acted
alone" in the deaths of
her 7-year-old son and
5-year-old daughter,
Houston police spokes-
man Kese Smith told The
Associated Press. Their
bodies were found Sun-
day under a neighbor's
house.

Authorities have not
yet confirmed a cause
of death but said an ac-
quaintance of the wo-
man told police she said
she drowned her chil-
dren in a bathtub.

Smith said investi-
gators are still inter-
viewing the woman and
have not determined a
motive. Autopsies have
been ordered.

Online criminal court
records do not list an
attorney to comment on

behalf of Thomas.

The acquaintance told
authorities he came
across Thomas dumping
trash in a field and that
she told him she needed
help moving right away.
When the man asked
about her kids, she cal-
mly said she had killed
them, Smith said.

"She was so matter-of-
fact about it, he didn't
think she was serious.
He thought she was
joking," Smith said. "He

continued to help her
pack.”

Smith said the man
eventually realized so-
mething was wrong
when he asked again and
got the same answer. He
then drove the woman to
a nearby police precinct
and flagged down an of-
ficer, Smith said.

The mother apparently
tried to bury the children
but when that proved too
difficult she hid their bo-
dies under a neighbor's

house, Smith said.

Smith said investiga-
tors don't yet know if
the mother has a history
of mental problems. He
said police had been to
the home before but for
"nothing major."

Tejal Patel, a spokeswo-
man for the Texas De-
partment of Family and
Protective Services, said
state child welfare offi-
cials have visited the fa-
mily, but that she could
not disclose the nature

"She would just take
her kids to the park;
that's all everyone saw
of them," neighbor Mike
Polk told the newspaper.

In 2001, Houston mo-
ther Andrea Yates drow-
ned her five children
ranging in age from 7
years to 6 months in the
bathtub of her family's
home. She was even-
tually found not guilty
by reason of insanity in
July 2006 and sent to a
state mental hospital. AP
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TURKEY has protested to
Austria over a news ticker
at Vienna's airport that claimed
Turkey allows sex with children
under age 15, an official said yes-
terday, amid heightened tensions
between the two countries.

A Foreign Ministry official said
the Austrian charge d'affaires
was called to the ministry on Sa-
turday for an official complaint
about the "distorted" headline
which appeared on a screen at the
airport the same day. A ministry
statement accused Austrian offi-
cials of encouraging news reports
that "besmear" Turkey.

Turkey's Constitutional Court
last month scrapped an article
in the penal code that defined all
sexual acts against children as
abuse, triggering concern among
child-rights advocates that the
move will lead to an increase in
child sexual abuse cases.

The court justices voted 7-6 to
uphold alocal court which argued
that all cases should be reviewed
individually and that someone
who abuses a 4-year-old should
not receive the same punishment
as someone who has consensual
sex with a 15-year-old. The pre-
vious law remains in force for six
months, giving Parliament time
to enact a new law, while child-ri-
ghts advocates will seek to have
the judgment reversed at the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights.

A ministry statement said

TURKEY

Ankara protests Austria over
‘child sex’ report at airport

Turkey was "attached to its inter-
national obligations" regarding
child rights and was "conscious
of its responsibilities."

The ministry official said the
report was removed from the
screen at the Vienna airport
following the Turkish ambassa-

dor's intervention. The official
spoke on condition of anonymity
in line with government rules.
Turkey also demanded the re-
moval of another news ticker at
the same airport a few weeks ago
that said visiting Turkey would
amount to supporting President

Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the mi-
nistry said.

Ties between Turkey and Austria
have been tense for several weeks,
with a top Austrian official saying
Turkey was heading toward a dic-
tatorship and other leaders calling
for an end to Turkey's European

Union membership talks. Turkey,
in turn, has described Austria as
the "capital of radical racism."

European nations have voiced
concern over Turkey's massive
crackdown on alleged supporters
of a religious movement led by
U.S.-based cleric Fethullah Gu-
len, whom Ankara claims orches-
trated last month's violent coup
attempt that killed at least 270
people. Turkey has accused Eu-
ropean allies of not providing the
elected government sufficient su-
pport in the face of the attempted
coup or its bid to move against
the coup plotters. AP

Three killed in car bomb attack targeting police

RDISH rebels detonated a car bomb

t a police station in southeast Turkey

yesterday, killing two police officers and a

young child, officials said. Some 25 other
people were wounded.

The attack targeted a traffic-police station
on a highway linking the city of Diyarbakir
and the town of Batman, the state-run Ana-
dolu Agency reported. The explosion tore a
large crater on the highway while television
footage showed a three-story building that
appeared to have been gutted by the blast.

Officials blamed the attack on the Kur-
distan Workers’ Party, or PKK. The Diyar-
bakir governor’s office said eight police of-
ficers were among the wounded.

Clashes between the PKK and Turkey’s
security forces resumed last year after a
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Police search an area after a bomb atta

tenuous cease-fire collapsed. The PKK has
frequently targeted police or military with
roadside explosives or car bombs.

Last week, a wave of PKK attacks tar-
geting Turkish police and soldiers in the
mainly Kurdish southeast region, including

Diyarbakir, killed at least 12 people. PKK
commander Cemil Bayik had threatened
increased attacks on police last week, in
comments carried by Kurdish and Turkish
media.

The attack came on the day the PKK
marks the start of its armed campaign in
1984, with attacks on paramilitary police
forces in the two southeastern towns of
Eruh and Semdinli.

Since hostilities with the PKK resumed
last year, more than 600 Turkish security
personnel and thousands of PKK militants
have been killed, according to the state-run
Anadolu Agency. Human rights groups say
hundreds of civilians have also died.

Turkey and its allies consider the PKK a
terrorist organization.
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LET THE GRAND BURLESQUE SHOW BEGIN!

It's showtime everyone! Immerse yourself in a highly-spirited Burlesque-style ambience
and treat yourself to our exciting, newly crafted 5-course menu at Aux Beaux Arts,
where we've recreated the artistic mood of the 19th century in Paris. While savoring the
third menu in our five part ‘Belle Epoque’ series, diners will also receive a
complimentary set of vintage collector cards as souvenir.

A round of applause please! Reserve now at (853) 8802 2319
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what’s ON

CaFreINE — WORK BY JOAO JORGE MAGALHAES
TIME: 11am-9pm

UNTIL: September 30, 2016

ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: TOM N TOMS’ COFFEE, Avenida do
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 20 — B, Regent
Court Res-do-chao A)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2856 0160

PAINTINGS AND CALLIGRAPHY DONATED

BY JAO TSUNG-I

TIME: 10am-6pm Daily (No admission after 5:30
pm; Except on Mondays, open on public holidays)
VENUE: Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de
Almeida, No. 95 C-D, Macau

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2523

ARTS IN THE MANDARIN’S HOUSE
TIME: 10am-6pm daily

(No admission after 5:30 pm, closed on
Wednesdays, opens on public holidays)
ADMISSION: Free

VENUE: Travessa de Anténio da Silva,
No. 10 (near Lilau Square)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 8820

ARTISTIC CRAFTSMANSHIP OF OUR ANCESTORS
— ExHIBITION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RELICS OF
TaiPa AND COLOANE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30;
Closed on Mondays; Free admission on Sundays)
VENUE: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa

ADMISSION: MOP5

ORGANIZER: Cultural Affairs Bureau

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4000

THE ENCHANTING RED BoAT

TIME: 10am-6pm (no admission after 5:30 pm;
closed on Mondays; open on public holidays; free
to public on 15th of every month)

UNTIL: October 9, 2016

ADMISSION: MOP15

VENUE: Praceta do Museu de Macau 112
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 7911

THE EXHIBITION ARCHITECTS SKETCHES X 3:
YOUNG ARCHITECTS SERIES
TIME:12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)

3pm-8pm (Mondays)
UNTIL: September 15, 2016
VENUE: Albergue SCM - A2 Gallery, No. 8 Calcada
da Igreja de Sao Lazaro
ADMISSION: Free
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2852 2550 / (853) 2852 3205
FACEBOOK: creativealbergue.scm

NuUTTY sITUATION: RESCUERS FREE
SQUIRREL WITH HEAD STUCK IN CUP

Emergency responders in Connecticut have come to the
rescue of a squirrel that was caught in a nutty situation.

Members of Enfield Emergency Medical Services re-
sponded Friday after the rodent got its head stuck in what
appeared to be a plastic or paper cup.

Video posted on the Enfield EMS Facebook page shows
the critter wildly jumping and flipping into the air in an effort
to dislodge the cup.

Responders’ first attempt to remove the cup was unsuc-
cessful. The wily rodent hopped out of one officer’s hands
and through the legs of another.

The second attempt proved more successful. An officer
covered the animal with a blanket and held its body steady
while another officer removed the cup before the critter
scampered away into some nearby bushes.

canal macau

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:45 RTPiLive

19:00 Merciless (Repeated)

19:50  Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 Documentary Serie

21:30 Once Upon A Time S1

22:10  Merciless

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive

Il
CINETEATRO
11 Auc - 17 Aug

LINE WALKER - THE MOVIE

Room 1

2.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Jazz Boon

Starring: Nick Cheung, Louis Koo, Francis Ng
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 97min

DOREAMON:BIRTH OF JAPAN _
Rroom 1

4.30 pm

Director: Shinnosuke Yakuwa
Duration: 97min

BFG_

ROOM 2

(2D) 2.30, 4.45, 9.30 pm

(3D) 7.15 pm

Director: Syeven Spielberg

Starring: Mark Rylance, Ruby Barnhill, Penelope Wilton
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)

Duration: 117min

CHIBI MARUKO CHAN- A BOY FROM ITALY _
RooMm 3

2.15, 4.00, 7.30 pm

Director: Jun Takagi

Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 120min

ICE AGE: COLLISION COURSE

Room 3

(2D) 5.45 pm

Director: Mike Thurmeier, Galen Chu
Language: Cantonese (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 97min

THE SHALLOWS _

Room 3

9.30 pm

Director: Jaume Collet-Serra

Starring: Blake Lively, Oscar Jaenada, Brett Cullen,
Sedona Legge

Language: English (Cantonese/ English)

Duration: 86min

MACAU TOWER
11 Auc - 17 Auc

SUICIDE SQUAD _

2.30,4.30,7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: David Ayer

Starring: Will Smith, Jared Leto, Margot Robbie
Language: English (Cantonese/ English)
Duration: 123min

1977 RoCK AND ROLL ‘KING’
PRESLEY DIES

Elvis Presley, whose singing and style revolutioni-
zed popular music in the 1950s, has died.

Presley, 42, was discovered slumped in a bathroom
at his mansion in Memphis, Tennessee on Tuesday.

He was rushed to the Baptist Memorial Hospital in
Memphis but was pronounced dead on arrival.

The Tennessee state pathologist, Dr. Jerry Francis-
co, said a post mortem examination of the singer’s
body had revealed he died of cardiac arrhythmia - a
form of heart attack.

“The precise cause has not yet been determined for
the cardiac arrhythmia,” Dr Francisco said.

“It may take several days to several weeks to deter-
mine that specific cause and in some cases it never
is determined.”

The three-hour examination uncovered no sign of
any other diseases or any drug abuse, Dr Francisco
added.

Presley was divorced from his wife Priscilla in 1973
but it was rumoured that he had recently become
engaged to Ginger Alden, 20.

She was reportedly spotted wearing a $50,000
(£20,315) diamond engagement ring from Presley.

Ms Alden and other members of his entourage were
at Graceland when he collapsed.

There had been indications of Elvis Presley’s decli-
ning health for some time.

Earlier this year the singer had cancelled several
performances in Louisiana and returned to Memphis
suffering what his doctors termed “exhaustion”.

No arrangements have been announced yet for his
funeral which is scheduled for Friday.

Courtesy BBC News

Thousands gathered to file past Elvis Presley’s body which
lay in state at his mansion, Graceland, the day after his death.
Although it was officially stated that he died of heart failure
there has always been speculation that an overdose of cocaine
and barbiturates also played a part.

Since his divorce from Priscilla in 1973 he had relied heavily
on prescription drugs and was known to be a junk-food addict,
gaining a considerable amount of weight.

During his lifetime he sold over 300 million albums and made
33 films.

His death has been lucrative for the “Elvis industry”.

In 2001 he came top in US magazine Forbes’ poll of “Richest
Deceased Celebrities”.

It put Elvis estate’s earnings in 2000 at $35m (£23m) - $15m
(£10m) of it from Graceland admission fees.
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Your drive doesn’t go into neutral. If ~ Making travel plans now is a huge T E ALWAYS PREVAILING UPON ME = 15 MY HASSLE,
anything, you are revving the motor ~ mistake, money-wise. You hesitated 7 N .
trying to get as much accomplished  and now you'll lose. Money, that is. = =
asyou can under the wire. Youdont  If you don’t mind paying full price, 2 ]
need to slow down just yet, either.  then make firm plans. If not, hope 3 k=
Keep focusing on the payoff. for a small miracle on a great deal. E B
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n Gemini @ Cancer E -
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You may feel that the comings and  Everyone has their personal baggage “{ =

goings of others are holding you tied around their necks like chains.
back. But that doesn’t mean you  There’s still plenty of time to avoid
have toslack off. Start figuring out  their fate. Start by realizing that

which things you can accomplish  money isn’t everything, and work

Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
It’s hard to make a good impression ~ The early stages of a project are Easy Easy+
when there’s no one around to  usually where the creativity comes
impress. Spend plenty of time with  in, but even at this late stage of 91 6 7 8 3 Beijing 24 30 cloudy
other people. The effects of that quality ~ the game, you need to make some Harbin clear/cloud
time spent now are more valuable  artistic changes to avoid disaster. Get 8 9 4 5 2 5|6 o 17 27 Y
than any new clothes ever could be. inspired — it’s critical to success. 8 7 3 5 9 6 Tianjin 24 30 overcast
. . Urumgi 21 31 clear
n Libra Scorpio 7 45 8 Rl | 7)4 .
4 2 4 1 2 Xi'an 28 38 cloudy/clear
| | 9
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 3 2 1 4 204 1 Lhasa 12 22 shower
Balancing your personal budget is  It’s not a good day to sign on the 2 7 3 9 1 5 Chengdu 24 34 moderate rain/drizzle
weighing on you wherever yougo.It's  dotted line. Keep thinking about :
like having a relationship issue that ~ maximizing savings and not signing 3 4 2 5 3|86 1 Chongqing 28 38 cloudy/overcast
affects your performance elsewhere.  on for further debt. Muster all of your Kunming 17 25 shower
Make tackling it a priority, before it willpower if that’s what it takes to 6 2]1 1 4 8 .
invades other areas of thought. resist a special big-ticket item. Nanjing 27 35 clear/cloudy
] . . Shanghai 28 35 clear/cloudy
isagltta"us m Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 27 37 cloudy
edium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 R Hangzhou 28 36 cloudy/clear
Trim any fat in your budget that'sonly ~ Just when your plans seem to be 3 1 3 Taipei 26 33 drizzle
there out of sheer laziness. Making  working, you're ready to chuck them 4 8 3 5 6 Guangzhou o5 31 heavy rain
your own lunch is only the beginning.  away. Are you afraid of success
Once you see the extra savings, youll  or do you really have something 6 7 2 8 Hong Kong 26 30 shower
wonder why you thought such simple ~ much more lucrative in mind? That 3 1 9 6 2 8 7
things ever seemed like hard work. question is impossible to answer.
4 5 6 4
M Aquarius Pisces 8 9 6 4 1
A )'( 2 o
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 3 1 : ) : 1 s Moscow 12 18 drizzle/rainstorm
Those around you who lack your self-  It’s okay to ask for favors every now 7 8 Frankfurt 13 26 cloudy/clear
discipline can be amusing every now  and then. You have a friend who can 5 2|7 4 Pari 15 2 |
and then. Watching them flail around ~ pull some strings for you, and there’s ans 9 clear
is one thing, but bailing them out is  no honor in not taking advantage of London 13 24 cloudy
another. You're almost tempted, but  that. You'll only be making a martyr
only make a token offering. out of yourself if you opt out. New York 26 36 clear

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- Mindy of “The Facts of Life”; 5- Sailing hazards; 10- Latin lesson word; g
14- Opera highlight; 15- Org.; 16- ___ we forget; 17- Creamy-beige color; 18- Secret o
supply; 19- Hebrew month; 20- Scottish refusals; 21- Maintain a house; 23- Ich bin 2
___Berliner; 25- What ___, chopped liver?; 26- Cure-alls; 31- Take the role of; 35- % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
Simpson trial judge; 36- Cosmetician Lauder; 38- Prepared to pray; 40- Tidy, without 2 .
fault; 42- Actress Berger; 44- Small combo; 45- Barbecue leftovers?; 47- Accustom; 5 Fire department 28572222 Water suPply - Report 2822 0088
49- Addams Family cousin; 50- Autocrats; 52- Breezy; 54- ___ Wiedersehen; 56- 3 i
End for Siam; 57- Searches; 62- Sunset direction; 66- Prepared to drive; 67- Braid; 2 (Open line) 993 —Report 1000
68- Robert ___; 69- McNally’s partner; 70- Mr. Moto portrayer; 71- Concordes, e.g.; g ) .
72- Functions; 73- Broke off; 74- Nipple; 2 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
>
1- Capital of Calvados; 2- “Jaws” boat; 3- Put on the payroll; 4- Sickness at 5‘)— 28 573 333 28716 081
the stomach; 5- Temerity; 6- This, in Tijuana; 7- Son of Isaac; 8- Anatomical cavity; o
9- Conceptual framework; 10- Wings; N Customs 28 559 944
11- Ancient Persian; 12- Quickly, briefly; @GR GEOEVERITNIN &
13- Orch. section; 22- Strike with foot; 24- 2,7 g ’ P 5 R
Frozen water; 26- ___ colada; 27- This is -g : = : ,\E,‘ 2 % S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
only _ ;28-__ Ark;29-To ___(perfectly); [&[r]|: N alp <]
30- Medicinal shrub; 32- Big bang cause; [ |er o N[O o 28371333
33- Hawk’s home; 34- Narrow cuts; 37- [e|a|m | als feai :
Decorative case; 39- Small children; 41- [s|T|& E Commission AgamSt - -
Leaves in a bag; 43- Apprehended; 46- Sp. Elp T ;
ladies; 48- Sue Grafton’s “___for Evidence”; _— H Cormptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
51- Flexible; 53- Freshest; 55- Criminal; WL.E|C ol -
57- Legumes; 58- Actor Auberjonois; 59- |#12.C T NID 28387 333
Bookie’s concern; 60- Ace, e.g.; 61- Air- EIRIE B Tio .
filled rubber hoop, become fatigued; 63- ‘T( : : z Z Tourism 28 333 000
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Nam Ngon Chun Leong H Unit in Gladiolus Court Bauhinia Court
Macau Taipa Coloane Hellene Gardens, Coloane
Fo R SALE 1,545 sq ft / HKD 10.5M HKD 1.69M 2,530 sq ft / HKD 11.8M 1,633 sq ft / HKD 7.8M
. HKD 6,796 sq ft HKD 0 sqg ft HKD 4,664sq ft HKD 4,776sq ft
www.eastmtyproperty‘com Overlooking Grand Lapa Undercover Car Park Renovated & Remodeled Coloane Mountains Views
Ref: 16025468 Ref: 16055003 Ref: 11115275 Ref: 16045473 X @ ast City
: - ; " - \, Property Limited
Wai Son One Central High Floor One Oasis, Hyde Park Tower  Super Flower City Unit A ¥ 4K
FOR RE NT Macau Macau Coloane Taipa B ¥ N
2 Bedrooms Apartment 2 Bedroom Apartment 2 Bedroom Apartment 3 Bedroom Apartment
I}’Io_re info, please contact us Adjacent Church Views Stunning Lake & City Views Well Furnished Stunning Views
Jul;et@eastcnyproperty_com HKD 9,000 / 1,000 sq ft HKD 19,000 / 1,300 sq ft HKD 16,000 / 1,200 sq ft HKD 19,500 / 2,200 sq ft
aY5 Ref: 16050579 Ref: 16050590 Ref: 16070603 Ref: 16060591
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RIO OLYMPICS

South African Van Niekerk
shatters 17-year-old record

Pat Graham

XPLODING out of the

blocks in lane eight,
Wayde van Niekerk didn't
see another runner during
the entire Olympic 400-me-
ter final. He didn't need to.
It was just him against the
clock.

The South African sprin-
ter broke Michael Johnson's
17-year-old world record
yesterday [Macau time] in
Rio de Janeiro, leaving two
of the greatest one-lap run-
ners of this era in his dust.
Van Niekerk finished in
43.03 seconds — 0.15 se-
conds faster than Johnson
ran on Aug. 26, 1999, in Se-
ville, Spain. To think, John-
son's mark was considered
one of the almost untoucha-
ble records in track.

"I thought someone was
going to catch me," Van
Niekerk explained. "I felt
very alone at the end."

The 24-year-old Van
Niekerk leaned at the finish
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line, which he really didn't
need to do as Kirani James
of Grenada and LaShawn
Merritt of the Unites States
weren't even in the picture.
James, the defending Olym-
pic champion, finished with
the silver and Merritt, who
won gold eight years ago in
Beijing, hung on for bronze
as he staggered across the
line.

Van Niekerk drove a we-
dge in the rivalry between
James and Merritt at the
world championships last

|

NIEKERK W.

43,08

Men's 400m

August, when he beat them
both with such a lung-sea-
ring performance that he
left the track on a stretcher.
Now, he's the fastest ever.
Instead of collapsing at the
finish this time, Van Niekerk
dropped to one knee and
put his head in his hands.
Moments later, he draped
a South African flag around
his shoulders and took off
his spikes. As he did so, Van
Niekerk pointed at the clock
to make sure everyone saw
his time. Hard to miss. AP

Murray first to win two
Olympic tennis singles golds

ndy Murray is making a habit

f accomplishing things that
hadn't been done in a while. Or
ever.

Murray became the first tennis
player in Olympic history with two
singles gold medals, winning his
second in a row by wearing down
Juan Martin del Potro of Argenti-
na 7-5, 4-6, 6-2, 7-5 at the Rio de
Janeiro Games in a back-and-for-
th 4-hour final yesterday [Macau
time].

"Anything could have happened,”
said Murray, who took the last four
games after trailing 5-3 in the four-
th set. "Emotionally, it was tough.
Physically, it was hard," he said.
"So many ups and downs."

At the 2012 London Olympics,
Murray won a singles gold and
mixed doubles silver at the All En-
gland Club. That, of course, was
also the site of his historic 2013
Wimbledon championship, ending
the hosts' 77-year wait for a British
man to claim the trophy.

Murray won Wimbledon again
last month, raising his Grand Slam
title count to three. Yesterday, the
No. 2-seeded Murray stopped the
resurgent run of the 141st-ranked
del Potro, who knocked off No. 1
Novak Djokovic in the first round

AP PHOTO

after getting stuck in an athletes
village elevator for 40 minutes
earlier in the day, then beat No.
3 Rafael Nadal in the semifinals.
No man ever has defeated the top
three seeds on the way to a gold,
but 2009 U.S. champion del Po-
tro sure came close before winding
up with a silver to go alongside his
bronze from 2012.

Del Potro had the louder support,
and one fan even yelled something
as Murray was about to hit a shot
while two points from victory. He
put the ball in the net and glared in
the direction the voice came from.
Soon after, a spectator was escor-
ted out.

Nadal, the 2008 gold medalist,
lost 6-2, 6-7 (1), 6-3 earlier Sunday
to Kei Nishikori, whose bronze is
Japan's first Olympic tennis medal
since 1920. AP
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Eddie Pells

SAIN Bolt saunte-
red onto the track,
stretched out his
arms and waved
his hands, signaling for more
applause. He knew exactly
how this night was going to go.

Thesprinter-turned-showman's
swan song in the Olympic 100
meters yesterday [Macau time]
was a no-doubter — a pedestrian-
by-his-standards  9.81-second
sprint down the straightaway,
but not so slow that he couldn't
take time to point at his own
chest with his thumb a step befo-
re he crossed the finish line.

"It was brilliant," Bolt said.
"I didn't go so fast but I'm so
happy I won. I told you guys I
was going to do it." He won his
record-setting third straight
title in track's featured event
and his seventh Olympic gold.

He has already swept aside
pretty much every sprinter
who had any claim on being
the greatest. So, on a muggy
night in Rio, Bolt took aim at
Michael Phelps and the Olym-
pics themselves, shoving the
swimmer and all his 23 medals
to the background and making
this official: The Bolt Games
have begun.

"I told you guys I wanted to
set myself apart from everybo-
dy else,"” Bolt said. "This is the
Olympics that I have to do it
at." Bolt beat American Justin
Gatlin, who was greeted by the
fans with raucous boos, by .08
seconds. Andre de Grasse of
Canada took the bronze.

Bolt has a chance for two
more golds — in his favori-
te race, Thursday's 200 final,
where he has pronounced he'll
be gunning for the world re-
cord, then the 4x100 relay Sa-
turday night.

Speaking of world records
— a few minutes before Bolt's
race, world champion Wayde
van Niekerk of South Africa
eclipsed what many thought
was the most-unbreakable
mark in the book — Michael
Johnson's 17-year-old run of
43.18 seconds in 400 meters.

Running out of Lane 8, whe-
re the lag puts him well in
front of the rest of the field,
van Niekerk never saw a soul
— crossing in 43.03 and only
glancing to his left when he
approached the line to peer at
the clock, which showed him
what he had done.

Somebody said
| can become
immortal. Two
more medals
togoandl

can sign off.

Immortal.
USAIN BOLT

AP PHOTO

Bolt shines bright, wins
another gold in Olympic 100

"Usain Bolt will be retiring
soon, but this could be the
next star of the sport,” John-
son said during his commen-
tary on BBC.

But Bolt isn't done quite yet.
The 6-foot-5 sprinter/celebri-
ty overcame his typically slow
unfurling from the blocks —
he was second-to-last after the
break. "I just said, 'Take your
time, and chip away," he said.

Churning his legs to gra-
dually build up speed, he
eventually caught Gatlin with
about 40 meters left and took
it to warp speed. The rest was
a matter of how hard he wan-
ted to run to the line.

"From the start, really,"
Bolt said, when asked when
he knew he was going to win.
"When I got going, got to
about 50 meters, I was all ri-
ght. I could tell I was going to
catch him."

Gatlin made Bolt work for
it, the way he has for the past
four years. He said the short
turnaround between the se-
mifinal and final sapped his
strength, and Bolt agreed.
"First time we've had to jog to
the warmup area to get ready
for the final," Bolt said. Gatlin

finished with silver to go with
his 2004 gold and 2102 bron-
ze and, at 34, became the ol-
dest man to win a medal in a
non-relay sprint.

And while Bolt was celebra-
ting with anyone he could
find, Gatlin was parading the
American flag around the tra-
ck virtually alone. The boos
from the Brazilian crowd
were the latest ugly chapter
in Gatlin's saga. He's been pu-
nished for doping twice. His
last ban ended in 2010. But
fans in the stadium bought
into the "Good vs. Evil" story
line that's been pitched by the
media for all these years, and
they let the American have it.

"We all have respect for each
other," Gatlin said of himself
and his fellow competitors.
"I'd like to see everyone have
respect in the audience, as
well."

A split-second after Bolt
crossed the line, he raised the
index finger, and then, the
real party began.

Bolt unlaced his now-famous
gold spikes and took selfies
with the fans. He turned his
yellow hat backward, knee-
led down and gave the crowd

Bolt beat
Gatlin, who
was greeted by
the fans with
raucous boos,
by .08 seconds

what it really wanted — that
famous, arching, "To the Wor-
1d" pose that he debuted eight
years ago in Beijing.

Chants of "Bolt, Bolt, Bolt"
rang out from the near-capa-
city stadium. Yes, the show li-
ved up to its billing.

But this was not Bolt at his
fastest. Four years ago, all
three medalists broke 9.8. No-
body did this time, and neither
Bolt's world record from 2009
(9.58) nor his Olympic record
from London (9.63) were ever
in jeopardy.

It was not Bolt at his tou-
ghest. Some might argue his
gutsy effort at last year's wor-
Id championships, when he
overcame a season's worth of
injuries to beat Gatlin by .01,
might have been the grittiest

race he has won.

But it certainly took hard
work. Before the Olympics,
Bolt hadn't run a 100 since
June 30, when he pulled out
of Jamaica's national cham-
pionships with injuries to his
left hamstring.

The rehab started immedia-
tely, with trips to Germany to
see his doctor, then a warm-
up 200 in London to prove to
his Olympic committee that
he was fit for the Olympics.
Shortly after he arrived in
Rio, he conceded that, yes, he
wished he'd had more chances
to run in real races, but that
everything would be OK.

It was better than that. From
the moments before he crou-
ched into the blocks, put-
ting his finger to his lips and
asking for silence, until long
after the race, when he worked
the crowd and posed for pho-
tos, Bolt made the troubled
world of track feel fun again.

He turns 30 the day of the
closing ceremony and has in-
sisted his Olympic days are
over. "Somebody said I can
become immortal," Bolt said.
"Two more medals to go and I
can sign off. Immortal." AP
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Daniel Beitler

BATTLE WORTH FIGHTING

The most recent controversy involving New
Macau Association’s (ANM) president, Scott
Chiang, kicked off at the end of last week when
he and his colleague were arrested on suspi-
cion of being behind the hoisting of a black flag,
styling the Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture as a “heritage killer”.

Compared with some of the more “noble” en-
deavors undertaken by Chiang and other ANM
members in the past, the question is whether
the future of Hotel Estoril is really a battle worth
fighting?

The issue stems from a disagreement over
the historical worth of the building, which the
government and the Cultural Heritage Council
have determined does not meet the definition
of “heritage”. The subsequent plans for demoli-
tion were condemned by Chiang at the time as
another example of the “bulldozer impulses” of
the government.

While the initial plans to transform Hotel Estoril
into a youth leisure center were at best pointless
and at worst a farcical waste of public funding
(since the existing Tap Seac Multi-Sports Pavi-
lion is right next door), its current use - as some
sort of cumbersome and fading monument in a
central and useful location - is hardly worthy of
preservation.

At a press conference held yesterday by New
Macau, president Chiang made it clear that he
has no particular vision of what Hotel Estoril mi-
ght be repurposed into in the future. He wants
“preservation” — presumably of the hotel’s iconic
facade —but what about the rest of the building?
Is it to be preserved as a derelict structure?

The lack of an answer provides an insight into
the protest’s lack of purpose.

New Macau provides a crucial service in Ma-
cau that is increasingly in short supply; a ready
and seemingly limitless source of government
criticism in the otherwise bleak desert of Ma-
cau’s political “yes-men” and vested interest
parties. Criticism of the government (and of au-
thority in general) is an essential part of a healthy
and functioning society that in the past has re-
sulted in innovative, industrious, and culturally-
progressive civilizations.

Indeed, freedom of expression and open dis-
cussion were invariably an important factor in
the cultural and political rise of late-17th century
Britain, 19th century Germany and China’s Tang
dynasty, which is still today regarded as a “gol-
den age” of cosmopolitan culture.

So opposition to the government is crucial.
However, the problem with groups that opera-
te in total and permanent opposition is that we
are never really sure what they stand for. This
is perhaps especially true for New Macau, whi-
ch ceaselessly voices a point of contention with
every government policy that comes their way.
Where does opposition based on values and
principles end and opposition for its own sake
begin? And is the latter even a problem?

The title of this piece and its purpose attemp-
ts to address whether this issue was a battle
worthy of New Macau’s attention. With all of the
pressing social problems in Macau today and
the enduring hypocrisies in the conduct and
behavior of local authorities, the answer is no.

Much like traffic offences, Chiang only has so
many “strikes” before he’s out. Given the trouble
the ANM president has found himself in before,
he would do well in future to choose his battles
more wisely.

After all, he is the president of one of the few
groups willing to take a public stand against the
government on a wide range of issues.

Chiang knows that unlawful acts cannot go
unpunished indefinitely, but the fact that he is
willing to take these risks - and over an issue like
heritage - is revealing of the extent that the New
Macau president believes he is essential to the
group. But if not, then why stand for the position
in the first place?
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® JORDAN WRITER HELD OVER CARTOON
DEEMED OFFENSIVE TO ISLAM

A prosecutor has slapped a gag order on the
case of a Jordanian writer who was arrested af-
ter posting a cartoon deemed offensive to Islam.

Nahed Hattar was arrested this weekend af-
ter sharing the cartoon on social media. The
drawing of unclear origin depicts God in para-
dise, being treated as a servant by an Arab man
who lounges in bed with two women and asks
for wine.

Journalist Saed Hattar, a relative, said yes-

terday that his cousin posted the cartoon to
illustrate what he views as the twisted religious
views of Islamic State extremists. Saed Hattar
says his cousin deleted the post after many an-
gry responses.

Jordan is an overwhelmingly Muslim and
deeply conservative country. The Amman pro-
secutor’s office banned further reporting in a
statement published yesterday, citing public
safety concerns.

People gather for a demonstration, near a crime scene after the leader of a New York City mosque and an

associate were fatally shot in a brazen daylight attack as they left afternoon prayers

USD10K reward offered
in imam slaying as

families see

Michael Balsamo, New York

Muslim advocacy
roup yesterday plans
to announce a USD10,000
reward for information
leading to an arrest of the
gunman who killed a New
York mosque leader and
his associate as the fami-
lies of the slain men make
funeral arrangements and
continue their quest for
answers in the shooting.

Imam Maulama Alaud-
din Akonjee, 55, and Tha-
ra Uddin, 64, were both
shot in the head near the
Al-Furqan Jame Masjid
mosque in the Ozone Park
neighborhood of Queens as
they left afternoon prayers
on Saturday in their tradi-
tional religious attire, ac-
cording to police.

“He always wants peace,”
Akonjee’s son, Naim Akon-
jee, 21, said of his father
through tears. “Why did
they kill my father?”

Another son, Foyez Ud-
din, who isn’t related to
the other victim, told The
Associated Press in Ban-
gladesh that his father and
mother had booked flights
for Aug. 31 to visit Akon-
jee’s mother. The son said
the family is discussing fu-
neral plans. He said they
“cannot believe he is no
more,” call the loss “irre-
parable.”

The Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations, or
CAIR, plans to announce
a $10,000 reward for in-

formation leading to the
arrest and conviction of the
shooter.

Police said they have not
yet determined a motive
for the killings, but some
in the Bangladeshi Muslim
community served by the
mosque worry it could be a
hate crime.

Monir Chowdhury, who
worshipped daily with the
two men, said he had mo-
ved to the community be-
cause of its large Bangla-
deshi immigrant popula-
tion, but in recent months
has been harassed by peo-
ple shouting anti-Muslim
epithets.

In one incident, a man
called him “Osama” as he
walked to the mosque with
his 3-year-old son. With
the killer still on the loose,
Chowdhury decided it wou-
1d be best to drive to prayer
services.

“A lot of neighbors said,
‘Hey, don’t take your kid
with you,” he said. “Peo-
ple, they just hate us.”

Police on Sunday released
a sketch of the suspected
gunman, a dark-haired,
bearded man wearing glas-
ses. He was described by
witnesses as a man with
a medium complexion. A
person who lives near the
shooting scene shared with
The Associated Press and
other media organizations
surveillance video that
showed a man walking up
behind the imam and his
associate, shooting them
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and then walking off. Poli-
ce said they were reviewing
the video.

In a statement on Sunday,
New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio, a Democrat, said
the slayings were felt by all
of New York City.

“While we do not yet
know the motivation for
the murders of Maulama
Akonjee and Thara Uddin,
we do know that our Mus-
lim communities are in
the perpetual crosshairs of
bigotry,” the mayor said.
“It remains critical that we
work to bridge the divides
that threaten to undermi-
ne the greatness of our city
and country.”

An official with the go-
vernment in Bangladesh
condemned the killings on
Twitter. The country’s Sta-
te Minister for Foreign Af-
fairs, Mohammed Shahriar
Alam, called the shooting a
“cowardly act on peace-lo-
ving people.”

The U.S. Ambassador to
Bangladesh, Marcia Berni-
cat, also decried the violen-
ce, saying Akonjee “stood
for peace.”

Several police officers
were stationed outside the
mosque on Sunday as wor-
shippers remembered the
victims and remarked on
their devotion to their fa-
milies and faith.

Yesterday, Muslim com-
munity members will ga-
ther in Brooklyn to hold
Islamic funeral prayers for
the two men. AP
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INDONESIA The operator
of the Indonesian capital’s
main airport apologizes to
passengers for flooding

at its brand new terminal
after rains overcame
drainage pipes and
inundated the arrivals
area. More on p12

NEPAL An overcrowded
bus veered off a mountain
highway in Nepal
yesterday, killing at least
33 people and injuring

28 others in one of the
country’s deadliest bus
crashes in recent years.
Injured people were
brought by helicopter

to Kathmandu and were
being treated in two
hospitals, the Home
Ministry said.
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INDIA At least one
paramilitary soldier and
four suspected rebels

are killed in a series of
gunbattles in Indian-
controlled Kashmir
despite a security
lockdown in the disputed
region as India celebrates
the anniversary of its
independence from British
rule. More on p12

NEW ZEALAND Tainted
tap water sickens
hundreds of people in a
small town on North Island
and forces schools to
close. Two patients were
in a critical condition and
19 others remained in a
local hospital after testing
positive for campylobacter
bacteria. At least 200
people have been treated
by local doctors over
recent days and that
officials estimate up to
2,000 people have gotten
sick in Havelock North.

USA Two terminals at
Kennedy Airport resumed
normal operations
yesterday [Macau time]
after reports of shots fired
prompted evacuations
and grounded and
diverted flights. The
reports, which led

to some frightening
moments for fliers, were
later determined to be
unfounded, and the airport
was given the all-clear.
“At this time, no firearm,
rounds or shell casings or
other evidence of shots
fired has been found,”
said a spokesperson from
the Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey
Police Department.



