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USA Ohio says it’s ready 
to resume executions in 
January after 3-year halt 
blamed on drug shortage.

ChinA-SingApore 
Singapore accused 
a nationalist Chinese 
state-run newspaper 
of fabricating details 
in a news report that it 
said falsely depicted 
the city-state’s conduct 
at a recent summit in 
Venezuela. More on P11

philippineS President 
Duterte apologized to 
Jews worldwide Sunday 
after his remarks drawing 
comparisons between 
his bloody anti-drug 
war and Hitler and the 
Holocaust sparked 
shock and outrage. The 
tough-talking Duterte 
said his apology was 
intended only for the 
Jewish community. 
Duterte said in a speech 
that he never had any 
intention “to derogate the 
memory of the 6 million 
Jews murdered by the 
Germans.”

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

pokémon 
go 
available 
in macau

colombia in unchartered 
territory

thriller live kicks off

Those favoring the accord 
with FARC lost by a razor-
thin margin in a stunning 
referendum defeat

During a visit to the show’s 
backstage at The Parisian, the 
Times met several cast members 
who explained the reasons 
behind the show’s success 

Pearl Horizon buyers stage 
largest National Day protest  P5

GAMInG 

Growth beats estimates 
as new resorts open  P310

days to go
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 Feng said 
that Macau 
is one of the 
few places in 
Asia which 
understands 
the 
importance 
of cultural 
diversity

DireCtor AnD eDitor-in-Chief_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
MAnAging eDitor_Paulo Barbosa paulo.barbosa@macaudailytimes.com  
ContribUting eDitorS_Eric Sautedé, Leanda Lee, Severo Portela 

DeSign eDitor_João Jorge Magalhães magalhaes@macaudailytimes.com | newSrooM AnD ContribUtorS_
Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Daniel Beitler, Emilie Tran, Grace Yu, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong,  
Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung, Julie Zhu, Juliet Risdon, Lynzy Valles, Renato Marques, Richard 
Whitfield, Rodrigo de Matos (cartoonist), Ruan Du Toit Bester, Sandra Norte (designer), Viviana Seguí  | ASSoCiAte 
ContribUtorS_JML Property, MacauHR, MdME Lawyers, PokerStars | newS AgenCieS_ Associated Press, 
Bloomberg, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua | SeCretAry_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com
send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

A MACAU tiMeS pUbliCAtionS ltD pUbliCAtion

ADMiniStrAtor AnD Chief exeCUtive offiCer
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
SeCretAry Denise Lo denise@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDreSS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
for subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

+11,000 like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
Thank You!

+ 4 Million page views
PER MONTH

Macau, Turkey sign air 
services agreement

The 
aeronautical 
authorities 
of Macau 
and the 
Republic of 
Turkey met 
in Montreal 
on Saturday 
to discuss 

and sign a bilateral Air Services Agreement 
(ASA). According to the Aviation Authority’s 
(AACM) statement, the agreement is one of 
several aimed at encouraging foreign airlines 
to operate services to and from Macau. 
During the 39th ICAO Assembly in Montreal, 
the president of AACM, Simon Chan, and 
the directorate general of Civil Aviation of 
Turkey, Bilal Eksi, took the opportunity 
to sign the agreement on behalf of their 
governments. The Minister of Transport, 
Maritime Affairs and Communications of the 
Republic of Turkey, Ahmet Arslan, attended 
the signing ceremony. The memorandum 
of understanding states that the two parties 
can enjoy multiple designations of airlines, 
and the designated airlines can enjoy zero 
capacity restrictions in their operation of 
scheduled passenger and all-cargo flights. 

Local director 
nominated for Taiwan 
film awards
“Crash,” a short film by Macau director 
Hong Heng Fai, has been nominated in the 
category of Best Live Action Short Film for 
the 53rd Golden Horse Awards in Taiwan. 
Hong is the first director from Macau to 
be nominated in this award ceremony. The 
director, who is currently an independent 
producer, explained that the movie was 
entirely filmed in Macau, with all cast and 
crew members being Macau residents. The 
movie was supported by the Macao Cultural 
Centre. The final results will be revealed 
during the Golden Horse Awards Ceremony, 
which will take place November 26.

Fake bomb alert 
at local hotel
Last Wednesday, a mandarin-speaking man 
reported to the police he had planted a bomb 
in the lobby of Galaxy JW Marriott hotel. 
The suspect told the police the bomb would 
explode 30 minutes after his call. Explosive 
ordnance disposal officers and the fire squad 
were sent to the hotel to search for the bomb, 
but nothing suspicious was found. The 
police force later confirmed that the man 
had faked the incident. This information 
was released to the media more than two 
hours after the police completed the search. 
The police authorities have been placed 
under fire due to delayed reports to the 
media. However, the police claims that all 
reporting procedures have been conducted 
in accordance with the current reporting 
system. According to the police, the crime 
scene was not blocked off during the search 
for the bomb, which proved they evaluated 
the scene as safe. 

The Health Bureau (SSM) has 
disclosed the latest data related 

to infectious diseases in the region. 
In August there was a higher inci-
dence of infectious diseases when 
compared both month-to-month 
with July and year-on- year.

Toping the list are the Norovirus 
infections (9 cases), chickenpox 
(34 cases) and bacterial food poi-
soning (21 cases), that according 
to SSM, had registered a notab-
le increase in the number of cases 

HeAlTH

SSM discloses monthly data on infectious 
diseases, more cases reported

compared to the same period last 
year and the month of July 2016. 
Adding to this, 8 cases of scarlet fe-
ver were also recorded as well as 150 
cases of Enterovirus infections and 
seven cases of contamination by Sal-
monella bacteria.

Pulmonary tuberculosis that recor-
ded 34 cases this August. A single 
case of AIDS was reported while the 
infection of HIV raised to three cases 
on year-on-year.

Currently, there is a list of 44 disea-

ses that require a compulsory decla-
ration from both public and private 
health care institutions or indivi-
duals. The data collected is used by 
the SSM to adopt and/or update pre-
ventive and control measures. 

From now on, information on in-
fectious diseases will become avai-
lable on a monthly basis in order to 
comply with the regulation for the 
control of such illnesses and avoid 
any epidemic impact as much as 
possible. RM

Lynzy Valles

Although China’s 
‘One Belt, One Road,’ 

(OBOR) scheme is expected 
to bring vital economic and 
technological developments 
in China, a scholar believes 
that the country still lacks 
the initiative to deepen its 
understanding of different 
cultures. 

The principle of OBOR is to 
promote regional and cross-
continental connectivity be-
tween China and Eurasia.

Hence, Feng Da-Hsuan, di-
rector of Global Affairs and 
special advisor to rector of 
the University of Macau ex-
plained that the East Asian 
country ought to promote 
knowledge about various 
histories and cultures of di-
fferent countries in its re-
gion.

According to him, only 
three out of 3,500 institu-
tions in China, are with sca-
le-down efforts in learning 
about South Asia. “There are 
efforts now, you see a little, 
but too little, too few,” he la-
mented.

The centerpiece of Chi-
na’s economic diplomacy 
may create new economic 
opportunities, however he 
questioned whether it could 
be a platform for a mind-
set transformation for the 
millennium.

Speaking on the sidelines 

SCHOlAR 

China needs to promote 
cultural diversity

of the monthly French Ma-
cau Business Association’s 
breakfast meeting held last 
week, the scholar recalled 
that universities in the re-
naissance period welcomed 
a “new cultural ambience,” 
which then attributed to de-
veloping a cultural bridge 
between the Middle Ages 
and modern history.

Thus the expert believes 
that if current institutions in 

the “supercontinent” were 
to be opened to different 
traditions, similar revolu-
tions may occur. 

“These great giants in the 
neo-renaissance […] armed 
with an amalgamated cul-
tural background, will su-
rely propose breakthrough 
thinking and methodolo-
gies to overcome humanity 
challenges,” he affirmed.

Feng argued that OBOR is 
a great opportunity for Chi-
na to transform itself at this 
point in time. “Before it was 
too poor, too disorganized. 
Finally, China is organized 
as a serious nation but then 
they need to think of how 
can China, as a nation, help 
humanity and not just for it-
self,” he explained.

“For China to rethink this 

transformation, it needs to 
set a new level of humility, 
which it never had,” added 
the expert.

The scholar is confident 
that China is capable of pro-
moting various cultures to 
its peoples, however he dou-
bted whether it has reached 
the point of wanting to pro-
mote this yet. 

According to him, the most 
demanding task for China 
is how it could preserve its 
robust culture, while at-
tempting to introduce and 
understand other philoso-
phies.

Meanwhile, Feng said that 
Macau is one of the few 
places in Asia which un-
derstands the importance 
of cultural diversity, adding 
that the peninsula has a vast 
history which could influen-
ce OBOR ‘enormously.’

“OBOR cannot just be an 
economic and technological 
development. It will be de-
velopment of China trans-
forming its own thinking in 
the 21st century and Macau 
actually did that in the last 
500 years,” he told the Ti-
mes.

Further, he noted that hi-
gher education in the region 
has been improving signifi-
cantly. He said that the local 
government probably rea-
lized that a great university 
would first be needed to di-
versify the economy.

Feng Da-Hsuan
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revenue swelled 
more than estima-
ted in September, 

with new casino projects from 
the local units of Las Vegas 
Sands Corp. and Wynn Resorts 
Ltd. helping draw recreational 
gamblers.

Gross gaming revenue rose 
7.4 percent to MOP18.4 billion 
(USD2.3,billion), according 
to the Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau. That 
followed a 1.1 percent increa-
se in August, after a 26-month 
slump, and compares with the 
median estimate for a 4 per-
cent advance in a Bloomberg 
survey of nine analysts.

Macau is in the process of 
transforming itself into a tou-
rist destination after Chinese 
President Xi Jinping ordered 
the city to diversify its eco-
nomy from gambling in late 
2014. In response, casino 
operators have been building 
resorts with more non-gam-
bling features in Macau’s Cotai 
Strip. These include Wynn Pa-
lace, which opened in August, 
and Sands’s Parisian which de-
buted last month.

“In September we had the be-
nefit of recent openings such as 
Wynn Palace and the Parisian,” 
Aaron Fischer, an analyst at 
CLSA Ltd., said before the data 
was released. “There’s been a 
shortage of hotel rooms and 
the new properties are adding 

Ian Coughlan was appointed as pre-
sident of Wynn Macau, replacing Ga-

mal Abdelaziz, who resigned, the Las 
Vegas-based company said Friday in 
a filing. Coughlan will be responsible 
for all operations and development at 
the Wynn Palace, as well as the Wynn 
Macau resort, the company said. The 
Palace opened on Aug. 22, and the part 
that caters to mass-market customers 
has been lackluster in its first weeks, 
analysts said.

According to Bloomberg, Mr Cou-
ghlan joined Wynn Macau in January 
2007. He has over 30 years of hospitali-
ty experience with leading hotels across 
Asia, Europe and the United States. 
Before joining Wynn Resorts, Limited, 
he spent ten years with The Peninsula 
Group, serving as a general manager of 
Peninsula Hong Kong from September 
2004 to January 18, 2007.

Gamal Abdelaziz led the development 
of its new USD4.2 billion Wynn Pa-
lace resort and served as president of 
Wynn Macau since 2007. His “depar-
ture should be an indication that the 
post-opening ramp of the Palace has 
been disappointing,” Harry Curtis, an 
analyst at Nomura Securities, wrote in 
a note Friday. “It will take a long time 
to build a mass presence at the Pala-
ce, which was built more for premium 
players.”

Wynn Resorts plans to release ope-
ning numbers for the resort at an uns-
pecified time, the company said Friday 
in an e-mail.

Pokémon Go fans 
in Macau can now 

download the app from 
Google Play or iTunes. 
The news was announ-
ced recently by Niantic, 
the game developer, a 
software development 
company based in San 
Francisco. 

Besides Macau, the 
game also became avai-
lable in Albania, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Ma-
cedonia and Serbia on 
the same day. The next 
day, six more countries 
- Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzs-
tan, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, 
and Mongolia - were 
able to access the game. 

On July 6 of this year, 
Pokémon Go was ini-
tially released in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, 
and  the United States, 
followed soon after by 
its release in Germany, 
the United Kingdom, 
Italy, Spain, and Por-
tugal. By July 16, the 
game could already be 
played in 26 countries 
in Europe. On July 25, 
the game became avai-
lable in Macau’s nei-
ghboring region, Hong 

Pokémon Go available 
in Macau

Ian Coughlan

Ian Coughlan appointed 
as Wynn Macau president

UP 7.4 PeRCenT 

Gaming revenue growth beats 
estimates as new resorts open
to capacity.”

The casino industry is bracing 
for a visit in October by Pre-
mier Li Keqiang, with analysts 
warning that the nascent reco-
very may be threatened by his 

appearance in the former Por-
tuguese colony to attend a con-
ference of ministers of the Chi-
na and Portuguese-speaking 
countries. Bloomberg stated.

A visit by Li “could potentially 

result” in gaming revenue re-
turning to negative growth in 
October, said Grant Govert-
sen, a Macau-based analyst at 
Union Gaming. The impact is 
expected to be felt “exclusively 

at the high-end of the market,” 
he said.

Accumulated gross revenue 
from January to September fell 
7.5 percent from a year ago pe-
riod, DICJ said. MDT/Bloomberg 

The Palace opened following a two- year 
a slump in gambling in Macau. Gambling 
rose 1.1 percent in August and 7.4 percent 
in September. Analysts are now warning 
that gaming may take another hit when 
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang travels to 
Macau in October to attend the Forum 
Macau’s ministerial conference. 

“Historically, visits to Macau by high- 
level PRC officials have had short-term 
negative impacts on gross gaming reve-
nue and we expect this same dynamic 
to occur in October,” said Grant Gover-
tsen, a Macau-based analyst at Union 
Gaming.

Curtis at Nomura noted that once Ma-
cau’s new light-rail system is operatio-
nal, the Palace could achieve a 10 per-
cent return on invested capital, though 
he said initial gains should be closer to 
mid-single digits. MDT/Bloomberg 

Kong, the second city 
in Asia to welcome the 
famous game.  

While the game had 
yet to become availab-
le in the city, hundreds 
of reports of robberies, 
traffic accidents and 
other mishaps taking 
place abroad worried 
both the public and the 
government. 

The game encourages 
its players to go to real 
locations in the city 
in order to catch the 
virtual Pokémon crea-
tures, which in some 
cases has resulted in 
crimes and accidents 
occurring more fre-
quently. 

In August, a woman 
was killed in Japan by 

a distracted driver who 
was playing the game 
while driving. 

In addition to the ac-
cidents, there were also 
a few bans on the game. 
Earlier, the Hong Kong 
Police Force, the city’s 
Hospital Authority, re-
ligious centers and even 
the People’s Liberation 
Army announced that 
players should distance 
themselves from their 
buildings’ vicinities. 

According to a report 
by South China Mor-
ning Post, Hong Kong’s 
Pokémon players are 
required to leave the 
area if they are trespas-
sing and will even be 
arrested if they ignore 
police warnings. JZ
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Former journalist and Radio Ma-
cau director Alberto Alecrim passed 

away yesterday morning, falling victim 
to a long-term illness.

At the age of 84, Alecrim was a resi-
dent of Macau for over 50 years. He was 
appointed as Radio Macau director in 
1978. He was also a contributor to local 
newspaper Clarim and worked in the 

ObITUARy

Former Radio Macau director Alberto Alecrim dies at 84
Government Information Bureau.

Alecrim arrived in the territory in 1965 
some years after the invasion of the then 
Portuguese colony of Goa by the Indian 
army, which left him arrested in an in-
ternment camp for a while. In Macau, 
Alecrim continued his work as a radio 
broadcaster, which he had begun earlier 
in Goa.

Many of his friends have expres-
sed their sorrow for his death and re-
member him for his sense of humor. 
President of the Macanese Association 
Miguel Senna Fernandes said to Radio 
Macau, “Macau lost an ‘institution.’ A 
man that made himself Macanese by his 
unconditional love for this land that be-
come his own.” He added that Alecrim 

was a man “of strong values but also of a 
lot of ‘savoir-faire,’ essential characteris-
tics [to have to succeed] in Macau.”

Another of his friends, the lawyer and 
former lawmaker António Correia, com-
mented to Radio Macau, “near him there 
was never sadness – that’s Alecrim’s trade 
mark,” and recalled the friend as a “living 
encyclopedia of what this land is.” RM

According to the 
Public Security Police 
Force (PSP), around   
 900 protesters mar-

ched on China’s National Day 
holiday on October 1. The ma-
jority of the demonstrators were 
pre-sale buyers of the Pearl 
Horizon development who de-
manded further action from the 
government regarding their si-
tuation.

The demonstrators held ban-
ners and posters with sen-
tences like “I want to meet 
Chief Executive. Give back my 
home quick!” among others 
conveying similar messages. 
“We’re now all caught up in an 
impasse. We’re here today to 
appeal to the authorities to find us 
a solution. The government has 
to also further supervise Polyte-
ch Group’s assets as we’re afraid 
the developer will intentionally 
move its money away and file 
for bankruptcy,” said Kou Meng 

Julie Zhu

Thriller Live, 
the theatrical con-

cert that celebrates 
arguably the world’s 
greatest entertainer 
ever, Michael Jackson, 
held its debut perfor-
mance at The Parisian 
Macao’s new Parisian 
Theatre, on Friday.  
The tour company has 
brought everything di-
rectly from London’s 
West End to Macau: 
40 people on the road, 
20 people on stage and 
300 costumes prepa-
red for the performers. 
During a backstage me-
dia visit last week, the 
tour director explained 
that the show’s music 
is entirely live. The mu-
sic is performed by six 
musicians who work 
behind the stage. 

The show will be 
playing in the city until 
November 13 at the Pa-
risian Theatre. 

Among the perfor-
mers, one of the cast 
leads is Cleo Higgins. 
As told by Higgins, this 
is her first time doing 
a live show in Asia. “Of 
course, I am excited,” 
she said, adding that 
travelling to Macau has 
been an exciting and 

The 28th Macau Inter-
national Fireworks Dis-

play Contest concluded with 
the victory of Japan’s Maru-
tamaya Ogastsu Fireworks, 
followed by the teams from 
Romania and Canada as the 
first and second runners- 
up, respectively. 

In this year’s contest, the 
scheduled evenings each 
had a special theme, whi-
ch the firework displays for 
that night were designed to 
show.

On the night of October 1, 
the theme was “Celebration 
in the Sky,” with splendid 
fireworks presented by the 
teams from Romania and 
China in celebration of the 
67th Anniversary of the 
Founding of the People’s 
Republic of China. Their fi-
rework displays brought a 
festive vibe into town on the 
National Day. 

This year, the 10 teams 
were from Thailand, Por-
tugal, the United Kingdom, 
Switzerland, Japan, Korea, 
Italy, Canada, Romania and 
China, in order of appea-
rance in the contest. The 
contest marked the first 
time a Romanian team was 

Japan wins 
fireworks contest

Thriller Live kicks off 
at the Parisian Theatre

Pearl Horizon buyers stage 
protest on National Day

tions to act in accordance with 
the Land Law.

But Pearl Horizon protesters 
were not the only ones on the 
streets last Saturday. There 
were also other groups urging 
the government to take action in 
support of their cause. Among 
them was a group calling for 
restrictions and tighter supervi-
sion on imported labor in order 
to better protect the interests of 
local residents.

According to the PSP, all of the 
demonstrations took place in an 
orderly manner without any re-
ports of conflict. RM

enjoyable trip. 
According to Higgins, 

Macau is the second 
place in Asia where the 
group performs. “We 
travelled pretty much 
everywhere around the 
world, but the only pla-
ce that we managed to 
touch in Asia was Ja-
pan,” she noted. 

When asked about the 
reason that inspired 
her to join the show, 
Higgins mentioned Mi-
chael Jackson. “To be 
fair, I have done this 
job because Michael 
Jackson is my biggest 
inspiration,” she said, 
adding that Michael 
Jackson’s music really 

grew on her. 
This might be the last 

stop for Higgins on the 
Thriller Live tour. “I am 
ready to kind of, stop 
now. So Macau is my 
last stop on Thriller,” 
she announced.

Higgins was the lead 
singer of the 90s R&B 
pop sensation group 
Cleopatra, who had five 
hit singles in the UK.

Phil Watts, tour mana-
ger of the Thriller Live, 
said that the artists are 
trying to give the audien-
ce the same experience 
they might have had 
during one of Michael 
Jackson’s concerts. “We 
try to keep it from not 

featured in the event. 
Many local citizens and 

visitors flocked to see the fi-
rework shows on the Natio-
nal Day holiday, resulting in 
bustling crowds at different 
vantage points in the Macau 
Peninsula and in Taipa at 
the time of the final presen-
tations.

Last year, the Taiwane-
se team represented by 
Yung- feng Firecrackers & 
Fireworks Co. Ltd won the 
contest, followed by  the 
Chinese and French teams. 

Since its inception in 1989, 
the Macau International Fi-
reworks Display Contest 
has developed into one of 
the region’s signature even-
ts, and is held every Satur-
day evening in September, 
culminating in the grand 
finale on National Day. JZ

Pok, president of Pearl Horizon 
Proprietors Association to TDM. 
In a prompt response from the 
government, the office of the 
Secretary for Administration 
and Justice, Sonia Chan, issued 
a statement reacting to the de-
monstration: “The event is about 
a conflict of interest between the 
owners and the promoter com-
pany and it can only be solved by 
the law, which includes court ac-
tions in case the situation can’t be 
solved through negotiations,” the 
statement read, reaffirming the 
“attention” of the government to 
the situation and its clear inten-

being a tribute show,” 
said Watts. “What we try 
to do is to show people 
how multi-talented Mi-
chael Jackson was, what 
a fantastic singer and 
dancer he was.” 

According to Watts, 
the show here in Macau 
is a faithful and comple-
te replica of what could 
be seen in the back sta-
ge of the West End.  

Thriller Live features 
Jackson’s timeless son-
gs and signature dance 
moves, and it has been 
performed more than 
5,000 times and seen 
by four million people 
in more than 30 coun-
tries around the world. 
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 In 1940, 
Cheng yu-Tung 
fled to Macau 
to escape 
China’s war 
with Japan

Cheng Yu-tung

corporate bits

Mastercard and Sands Sho-
ppes at Cotai Strip have esta-
blished a new and exclusive 
partnership to reward retail 
customers visiting Sands pro-
perties in Macau, according 
to statement from the gaming 
operator.

When visiting Sands Macao 
and Sands Shoppes, retail 
customers will be able to earn 
reward points from accessing 
three bonus schemes, inclu-
ding Ctrip Traveler Rewards, 

Companhia de Electricidade 
de Macau (CEM) held a se-
minar on energy conservation 
in the conference room of the 
Macao Science Centre last 
week, attracting around 60 
representatives from related 
industries.

The seminar, titled “Expe-
rience Sharing Seminar on 
Energy Saving,” hosted key-
note speakers from Hong 
Kong and Macau hotels as 
well as from environmental 
protection sectors. There were 
also representatives from va-
rious companies in the regions 
that have been successful in 
reducing energy consumption.

According to a statement 
from CEM, the company ho-
pes that the seminar can beco-
me established as a platform 

For the first time, Sheraton 
Grand Macao Hotel located 
at Cotai Central received the 
prestigious “Best City Hotel – 
Macau” award at the 27th An-
nual TTG Travel Awards 2016 
Ceremony & Gala Dinner in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

Sheraton Grand Macao Ho-
tel unveiled 80 new, luxurious-
ly oversized Executive Deluxe 
Suites on the uppermost levels 
of the hotel earlier this year, 
which added to its selection of 
guest suite categories. 

There are now more than 
350 suites at Sheraton Grand 
Macao Hotel, creating a “hotel 
within a hotel” in the 4,001-
room property. 

The TTG Travel Awards has 
been recognizing the best of 
Asia-Pacific’s travel industry 

mastercard and sands announce retail 
loyalty partnership

cem holds energy conservation seminar ttg awards sheraton grand macao hotel 

Mastercard Traveler Rewards 
and Extra Points. Visitors will 
also receive special privileges 
when booking travel to and 
from Macau and residing at 
Sands’ properties during their 
trip.

“The sheer volume of loyalty 
points available to customers 
through our partnership with 
Mastercard will enable visitors 
to obtain even greater value by 
spending at Sands Shoppes,” 
said David Sylvester, executi-
ve vice president of global re-
tail at Las Vegas Sands.

According to the statement, 
the retail loyalty program 
“marks a first for the region 
as Macau increases its posi-
tion as a lifestyle destination 
in Asia.” 

from which industry insiders 
can regularly exchange infor-
mation and share their expe-
riences regarding the various 
means of conserving energy.

After the keynote speakers 
shared their thoughts, a ‘ques-
tion and answer’ session was 
held with the attendees who, 
according to the CEM state-
ment, raised questions with 
great enthusiasm.

since 1989, honouring stellar 
organisations and individuals 
in four categories: Travel Su-
pplier, Travel Agency, Outstan-
ding Achievement and Travel 
Hall of Fame.

Fion Li, Vinicy Chan

Cheng Yu-tung, a 
gold-shop apprenti-
ce who married his 
boss’s daughter and 

helped develop the world’s 
largest jewelry retailer, has 
died. He was 91.

Cheng died peacefully with 
his family at his side Thurs-
day night, his family said in an 
e-mailed statement. 

Like fellow billionaire Li 
Ka-shing, Cheng was among 
Chinese refugees who fled 
from Japanese invaders and 
made it big outside of the 
mainland. Cheng, the third-ri-
chest tycoon in the city on the 
Bloomberg Billionaires Index, 
had an estimated net worth of 
USD12.7 billion through his 
holdings in Chow Tai Fook 
Jewellery Group Ltd. and New 
World Development Co.

He was “a born entrepre-
neur,” Raymond Or, a friend 
and former vice chairman 
and chief executive officer of 
Hang Seng Bank Ltd., said in 
a September 2012 interview. 
Cheng’s business and invest-
ment decisions were “aggres-
sive yet they hit the spot even 
in tough times,” Or said.

Cheng was honorary chair-
man of Chow Tai Fook 
Jewellery, which operates 
more than 2,000 outlets in 
China and Hong Kong, and 
whose revenue was more than 
70 percent larger than that of 
New York-based Tiffany & Co. 
in the latest fiscal year. The 
jewelry-chain operator has 
struggled recently in Hong 
Kong as mainland Chinese 
tourists skip the shopping 
mecca for other destinations.

Chow Tai Fook’s honorary 
chairman dies 

Profit for the year ended 
March 31 fell by 46 percent, 
slumping to the lowest sin-
ce 2010. The chain is now 
looking to new strategies such 
as operating art galleries mer-
ged with malls in China, and 
selling diamonds wholesale to 
U.S. retailers to diversify away 
from its retail business.

Besides Chow Tai Fook, the-
re’s New World Development. 
In February 2012, Cheng an-
nounced his retirement as 

chairman of the company, 
which was founded in 1970 
and operates in businesses in-
cluding property, energy, bus 
services and department sto-
res.

Henry Cheng, who succeeded 
his father as chairman, said 
the patriarch’s death won’t af-
fect New World’s operations 
as the billionaire had been in 
his sick bed in the past four 
years.

The elder Cheng was born 

on Aug. 26, 1925, in Shunde, 
a city in Guangdong, the sou-
thern Chinese province ad-
joining Hong Kong. In 1940, 
he fled to Macau to escape 
China’s war with Japan.

At the age of 15, Cheng got 
his first job as an apprentice at 
the gold shop of family friend 
Chow Chi Yeun, who had fou-
nded Chow Tai Fook in 1929. 
Three years later, Cheng mar-
ried Chow’s daughter, Tsui 
Ying, in a marriage arranged 
by their fathers.

In 1946, Cheng moved to 
Hong Kong from Macau to 
open a store. The jewelry chain 
expanded as Hong Kong’s po-
pulation doubled to almost 1.5 
million with mostly displaced 
refugees. By 1950, the city’s 
population swelled to more 
than 2 million as Chinese fled 
Communist China, and Cheng 
used the profits from selling 
gold to fund his property pur-
chases.

“In the late ’50s, early ’60s, 
I was in the jewelry industry 
when some friend told me pro-
perty is better,” Cheng said in 
a 2009 interview with analysts 
at CLSA Asia-Pacific Markets. 
“I was not very knowledgeable 
about properties so I tried out 
with some small projects in 

Wanchai,” he said, referring 
to a commercial district.

Cheng expanded his pro-
perty business in May 1967, 
when the Cultural Revolu-
tion in China spilled over into 
Hong Kong. Pro-Communist 
demonstrators rioted against 
the British rule, leading to 51 
people killed and 800 inju-
red. Real estate prices plun-
ged 71 percent. Cheng bought 
property in the aftermath. He 
started the New World Cen-
tre, a retail-hotel-residential- 
office complex in Kowloon, 
followed by the Hong Kong 
Convention and Exhibition 
Center in the mid-1980s.

As his businesses took off, 
he would visit jewelry sto-
res unannounced to check on 
them, and eat with his workers 
at the company canteen. He 
wore Nike running shoes with 
business suits.

Cheng was a major phi-
lanthropist in Hong Kong. 
In April 2012, he spoke at a 
groundbreaking for a buil-
ding that was named after him 
at the Hong Kong Universi-
ty of Science and Technolo-
gy. In 2008, Cheng pledged 
a HK$400 million gift to the 
University of Hong Kong.

“Because I’ve lost my chance 
to go to school, I want to help 
the future generations of our 
nation to be educated,” the 
Standard reported him saying 
at the time.

Cheng took Chow Tai Fook 
public in December 2011, rai-
sing $2 billion in a Hong Kong 
share sale. Two months later, 
he announced his retirement 
from that business.

Last December, Cheng trans-
ferred some of his stock hol-
dings to family funds and 
agreed to sell $3.2 billion of 
Chinese property projects in a 
move seen as an effort to put 
his affairs in order.

Cheng and his wife had two 
sons, Henry Cheng and Peter 
Cheng, and two daughters, 
Amy Cheng and Cheng Lai Ha. 
Bloomberg
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 nyT cited a USD916 million 
loss and noted ‘the financial 
wreckage’ he left behind 
in the early 1990s through 
mismanagement of three   
Atlantic City casinos

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

Kevin Cirilli

Donald Trump 
was facing renewed 
pressure to release 
his personal tax in-

formation after a New York 
Times report that he recor-
ded a USD916 million loss on 
his 1995 income tax return, 
a deduction that might have 
allowed him to cut his federal 
income tax for several ensuing 
years.

The Times, citing tax analys-
ts, reported on Saturday night 
that based on Trump’s 1995 
income tax documents, he mi-
ght have been able to reduce 
his tax bills for as many as 18 
years. The newspaper posted 
to its website three documen-
ts, which purported to be from 
state tax returns in New York, 
Connecticut and New Jersey. 
It received the documents in 
the mail last month, the news-
paper said.

Trump’s campaign said 
in a statement that he “has 
paid hundreds of millions of 
dollars in property taxes, sa-
les and excise taxes, real esta-
te taxes, city taxes, state taxes, 

Trump had USD916m loss in 
’95, cutting taxes, NYT Says 

employee taxes and federal 
taxes.” It also said the tax do-
cuments -- which it referred to 
as an “alleged tax document,” 
had been “illegally obtained.”

“I know our complex tax laws 
better than anyone who has 
ever run for president and 
am the only one who can fix 
them,” Trump said Sunday on 
Twitter.

Departing from roughly 40 
years of tradition for presi-
dential nominees, Trump has 
declined to release his tax 
returns. He says they are un-
der an Internal Revenue Ser-
vice audit and that he won’t 
release them until that audit 
has concluded. There’s no 
law preventing people from 
releasing their tax returns, 
even if they’re under audit. 
But tax advisers say that doing 
so would subject the returns 
to public scrutiny that might 
surface issues auditors had 
missed.

Democrat Hillary Clinton’s 
campaign, which has repea-
tedly faulted Trump over the 
lack of transparency, seized 
upon the Times report, calling 
it a “bombshell” that reveals 

both Trump’s past business 
failures and his tax avoidance.

Clinton campaign press se-
cretary Brian Fallon tweeted 
that the story showed “just 
how lousy a businessman he 
is AND how long he may have 
avoided paying any taxes.”

During their debate on Mon-
day, Clinton had specula-
ted that Trump was trying to 
hide politically embarrassing 

information by withholding 
his returns -- including that 
he doesn’t want the public to 
know “that he’s paid nothing 
in federal taxes.” She cited 
previous reports, including 
one by the Washington Post, 
which showed that he had 
paid no federal income taxes 

in 1978 and 1979.
Trump responded: “That 

makes me smart.” In its state-
ment Saturday, Trump’s cam-
paign said he “has a fiduciary 
responsibility to his business, 
his family and his employees 
to pay no more tax than legally 
required.”

The Post’s report was based 
on returns Trump had filed 
with the New Jersey Casino 

Control Commission in 1981. 
For 1978 and 1979, Trump 
took advantage of a tax-code 
provision popular with de-
velopers that allowed him to 
report negative income, ac-
cording to the Post. He told 
the newspaper, “When you’re 
in the real estate business, you 

do have certain tax advanta-
ges.” Developers can depre-
ciate the value of real estate to 
reduce their taxable income.

In Saturday’s report, the 
New York Times cited a $916 
million loss and noted “the 
financial wreckage” he left 
behind in the early 1990s 
through mismanagement of 
three Atlantic City casinos, his 
ill-fated foray into the airli-
ne business and his ill-timed 
purchase of the Plaza Hotel in 
Manhattan.

Several Republican operati-
ves who worked for Trump’s 
opponents in the primary 
elections predicted the news 
would weigh heavily on the 
nominee in the Nov. 8 elec-
tion, arguing that voters will 
see his tax avoidance as a ma-
tter of fairness.

“Most Americans know you 
can’t avoid two things: death 
and taxes,” said David Kochel, 
who was former Florida Go-
vernor Jeb Bush’s chief strate-
gist before Bush quit the pre-
sidential race.

Trump has in the past critici-
zed people who he says don’t 
pay their fair share of taxes. 
In September 2015, he twee-
ted: “The hedge fund guys 
(gals) have to pay higher taxes 
ASAP. They are paying practi-
cally nothing. We must reduce 
classes for the middle class!”

The New York Times’s story 
capped one of the most tumul-
tuous weeks yet for Trump, 
following what was widely 
perceived as a dismal perfor-
mance at the first presidential 
debate. He has faced a barra-
ge of attacks for his continued 
abrasive rhetoric against for-
mer Miss Universe pageant 
winner Alicia Machado, inclu-
ding a series of early morning 
tweets suggesting, without 
any evidence, that she had a 
sex tape. He has also repea-
tedly threatened to make Bill 
Clinton’s past infidelities a 
central issue of his campaign, 
to the consternation of several 
of his closest advisers.

If genuine, the 1995 docu-
ments that the Times released 
Saturday revolve around “net 
operating losses” - which un-
der federal tax rules allow a 
business to apply losses from 
any one year to future years 
- reducing taxable income in 
those years.

In 1995, taxpayers could 
“carry forward” such losses for 
15 years, the Times reported, 
and apply them for three years 
retroactively. The rules are 
meant to smooth out fluctua-
tions in taxable income over 
time.

While the $916 million loss 
is substantial - and it would 
have helped cut future taxes 
to be sure - it’s unclear pre-
cisely how such a loss wou-
ld have affected Trump’s tax 
liability going forward. That’s 
because his taxable income in 
subsequent years is unknown. 
Bloomberg 

Donald Trump
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 Singapore 
remains a 
high-end 
housing 
market. 
The city 
was ranked 
the most 
expensive to 
buy a luxury 
home after HK 
in the region
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Singapore home prices 
dropped by the most in 

more than seven years as deve-
lopers offered discounts amid 
signals from the government 
that it won’t roll back property 
curbs initiated in 2009.

An index tracking private re-
sidential prices fell 1.5 percent 
in the three months ended 
Sept. 30 from the previous 
quarter, the biggest decline 
since June 2009. Prices fell 
for the 12th straight quarter, 
the longest streak of quarterly 
losses since prices were first 
published in 1975, according 
to preliminary data from the 
Urban Redevelopment Autho-
rity yesterday.

The head of Singapore’s cen-
tral bank, Ravi Menon, said 
last month that the city-state 
doesn’t plan to ease property 
curbs anytime soon, even as 
home prices have fallen 11 per-
cent from a peak in September 
2013 and sales have halved. 
That’s increasing the pressu-
re on developers to offer dis-
counts, payment programs 
and other incentives to stoke 
sales.

A worker rides a suspended platform as he performs construction work at a 
residential building in Singapore

Singapore home 
prices slide by 
most in more 
than 7 years 

“The haemorrhage continues 
for home prices,” said Nicho-
las Mak, an executive director 
at SLP International Property 
Consultants in Singapore. “The 
prices could be taking into ac-
count the delayed discounts 
offered in creative marketing 
by developers, which could be 
coming in with a lag.”

For example, developer OUE 
Ltd. offers four payment plans 
for its Twin Peaks condomi-
nium project off the prime Or-
chard Road shopping belt. The 
most popular of those is the 
deferred payment program 
where the home buyer pays a 
small amount upfront and the 
rest over the next two years, 
according to its website.

The existing stock of unsold 
homes may take three years 
to sell, according to Augustine 
Tan, President of the Real Es-
tate Developers’ Association of 
Singapore. In addition to the 
oversupply, home vacancy ra-
tes are at their highest in more 
than 11 years, Tan said last 
month.

The residential curbs have 
included a cap on debt-repay-
ment costs at 60 percent of a 
borrower’s monthly income 
and higher stamp duties on 
home purchases, after low in-
terest rates and demand from 
foreign buyers raised concer-
ns prices had risen too far too 
fast.

Apartment prices fell 1.8 per-
cent in prime districts in the 
three months ended Sept. 30, 
reversing a 0.3 percent gain in 
the previous quarter, yester-
day’s data showed. Those in 
the suburbs slid 1.2 percent, 
while areas near prime distric-
ts declined 1.3 percent from 
the previous quarter.

Still, Singapore remains a 
high-end housing market in 
Asia. The city was ranked the 
most expensive to buy a luxury 
home after Hong Kong in the 
region, according to a 2016 
Knight Frank wealth report. 
Bloomberg
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oThe Taiwanese dark 
comedy "Godspeed" 

earned eight nominations 
for next month's Golden 
Horse Awards, which 
were announced in Taipei 
over the weekend.

The nominations for 
"Godspeed" included best 
film, best director, best 
actor, best supporting 
actor and best cinemato-
graphy. The movie, which 
stars veteran Hong Kong 
actor Michael Hui and 
Taiwanese talk show host 
Lin Yu-chih, is about a taxi 
driver who unknowingly 
becomes the driver for a 
drug dealer. The two go on 
a trip to southern Taiwan 
and encounter mishaps 
and adventures along the 
way. Hui was nominated 
as lead actor and Lin for 
supporting actor.

The romance drama 
"Soul Mate," by up-and-
coming Hong Kong direc-
tor Derek Tsang, received 
seven nominations. Adap-

Lu Wei-chih won for the first time since 
surgery four years ago to remove a brain 

tumor, taking his home Mercuries Taiwan 
Masters for the third time this weekend at 
windy Taiwan Golf and Country Club.

The 37-year-old Lu closed with a 2-under 
70 to finish at 5-under 283, a stroke ahead 
of Miguel Tabuena of the Philippines. Lu 
has four Asian Tour victories, also winning 
on his home course in 2005 and 2011.

"It means a lot to me to win this tourna-
ment. After the surgery, I thought I couldn't 
play golf anymore so to be a winner again is 
amazing," Lu said. "After the surgery I took 
things slowly. I started step by step. Can 
you imagine, after the surgery, the doctor 
said I couldn't even sneeze! So I took things 
slow. I started by hitting 100 balls and after 
that, I blanked out. It was so tiring. At that 
time I thought I couldn't play golf anymore.

"But my family pushed me. My wife, my 
father and my mother kept pushing me 
and kept motivating me to keep fighting. 
I'm here today because of them. The vic-
tory is for them as well. I'm blessed to have 
them in my life."

Tabuena matched Lu with a 70. Lu ear-
ned USD160,000. AP

TAIWAn 

Golfer Lu 
Wei-chih wins 
4 years after 
brain surgery 

Hong Kong director Derek Tsang

TAIWAn

‘Godspeed’ heads list of 
Golden Horse Award nominees

ted from a popular novel, 
the film is about two you-
ng girls in China who be-
came best friends but later 
fall in love with the same 
guy. Tsang was nominated 
as best director and co-s-
tars Zhou Dongyu and Ma 

Sichun both received best 
actress nominations.

"The Road to Mandalay," 
''The Summer Is Gone" 
and "Soul on a String" 
received six nominations 
apiece.

The Golden Horse 

Awards, which will be 
handed out Nov. 26 in 
Taipei, are one of the most 
prestigious film awards 
for Mandarin-language 
cinema, with movies from 
Taiwan, China and Hong 
Kong vying for honors. AP
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The report 
triggered an 
unusually 
public dispute 
between 
Singapore’s 
ambassador 
and the chief 
editor of 
the tabloid 
newspaper 
[published by 
People’s Daily]

Singapore accused 
a nationalist Chinese 
state-run newspaper 
of fabricating details in 

a news report that it said fal-
sely depicted the city-state's 
conduct at a recent summit in 
Venezuela.

The Global Times report, pu-
blished on its Chinese-langua-
ge website, said that Singapore 
requested that the final docu-
ment of the 17th Non-Aligned 
Movement summit include an 
endorsement for an interna-
tional arbitration panel's July 
ruling favoring the Philippi-
nes in its dispute with China 
over the South China Sea. The 
report cited unnamed sources 
it said "had knowledge of the 

The Chinese units of 
a former meat su-

pplier for McDonald's 
and KFC China have 
been fined more than 
USD3.6 million for 
selling expired meat in a 
fast food safety scandal 
that erupted two years 
ago.

It's the latest fallout 
for OSI Group after a 
Shanghai TV station re-
ported in 2014 that the 
company repackaged old 
beef and chicken under 
fresher expiration dates.

In a notice posted on 
its website , the Shan-
ghai Municipal Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion said Monday that 
district market regu-
lators fined Shanghai 
Husi Food Co. about 

In this undated file photo released by Xinhua News Agency, a Chinese H-6K bomber patrols the islands and reefs in the South China Sea

SOUTH CHInA SeA

Singapore says Chinese newspaper 
‘fabricated’ report

China regulators fine OSI Group 
USD3.6M in 2014 meat scandal 

17 million yuan ($2.5 
million).

Husi parent OSI 
Group's China office was 
hit with a separate fine 
of 7.3 million yuan ($1.1 
million).

Husi and OSI will 
also face tighter scru-
tiny from the regulator, 
though specifics weren't 
given.

No one answered the 
phone at OSI and Husi 
offices in China, where 
Monday was the start of 
a weeklong holiday. Calls 

to the regulator's offices 
also went unanswered.

The penalties come af-
ter a Shanghai court's 
ruling in February that 
two local units of Auro-
ra, Illinois-based OSI 
sold the tainted meat 
and fined them a total 
of 2.4 million yuan. The 
court also sentenced 10 
employees to prison, one 
of them Australian.

The company appea-
led the ruling, but the 
regulator's notice said 
the appeal was rejected 

in July.
Food safety remains a 

concern for Chinese con-
sumers despite promises 
from the government to 
step up enforcement. 
Other recent high-profi-
le scares include tainted 
baby formula, fake meat 
and fruits and even sea-
food pumped with gela-
tin.

After the report by 
Shanghai's Dragon TV 
aired, Husi customers 
in China including Mc-
Donald's Corp., Yum 
Brands Inc.'s KFC and 
Pizza Hut restaurants 
and Burger King Corp. 
stopped using its pro-
ducts. The company 
was forced to lay off 340 
workers and the chair-
man apologized. AP

situation."
The report said that most 

of the countries objected to 
the Singaporean delegation's 
request, angering the delega-
tion. The newspaper said the 
delegation also spoke rudely 
to those countries' officials.

The report triggered an unu-
sually public dispute between 
Singapore's ambassador to 
China and the chief editor of 
the tabloid newspaper, which 
is published by the ruling Com-
munist Party's mouthpiece 

People's Daily. The outspoken 
paper targets a domestic au-
dience for whom nationalistic 
appeals resonate strongly.

In an open letter to the Global 
Times' editor-in-chief, the am-
bassador, Stanley Loh, said that 
the report "attributed actions 
and words to Singapore which 
are false and unfounded."

In the letter, Loh said that 
"the proposal to update the 
Southeast Asia paragraphs in 
the NAM Final Document was 
not done at the last minute nor 

by any single ASEAN country. 
There was a common and uni-
ted ASEAN position."

It said that Singapore was 
"disappointed that an estab-
lished newspaper published 
this irresponsible report re-
plete with fabrications and 
unfounded allegations with no 
regard for the facts," and no-
ted that Singapore was repre-
sented at the summit, while 
China was not.

The editor-in-chief of the 
Global Times, Hu Xijin, stood 

his ground against Loh's accu-
sations, saying that the report 
"was based on a serious and 
reliable source who attended 
the summit," according to the 
newspaper.

The ambassador wrote a se-
cond letter aimed at refuting 
Hu's response.

Singapore doesn't have any 
claims to disputed islands in 
the South China Sea and its 
officials say it is interested in 
safeguarding the stability of 
the region's waterways. AP
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Since North Korea's la-
test nuclear test, Pyon-
gyang and Seoul have 
been openly trading 

threats of decapitation strikes 
and annihilating capitals popula-
ted by millions of civilians. And 
the talk of how each side might 
throw that first pre-emptive pun-
ch has become more detailed 
than ever.

Seoul and Pyongyang are now 
making a point of claiming they 
are justified, and capable, of 
striking hard if an attack by the 
other appears imminent: North 
Korea with its rapidly develo-
ping nuclear arsenal, Seoul with 
conventional missile attacks and 
commando operations explicitly 
aimed at killing Kim Jong Un 
and his top commanders.

Swings of tension from crisis 
levels to business as usual, with 
the white noise of bellicose rhe-
toric always in the background, 
have been a fact of life for deca-
des on the divided Korean Penin-
sula. But with pre-emptive strike 
scenarios now coming out in the 
open, there may be new cause for 
real concern.

Here's a look at why, from the 
perspectives of the North, the 
South and the United States:

pYongYang douBles
doWn
Since assuming power in late 

2011, Kim has made major stri-
des toward making his country a 
credible nuclear threat.

This year alone, the North has 
conducted two nuclear tests, its 
latest and biggest on Sept. 9. It 
has test-launched several long- 
range missiles, including at least 
one from a submarine, and gene-
rally demonstrated it's moving 
toward a stealthier, deployment- 
ready nuclear and missile arse-
nal.

Pyongyang may now be capab-
le of launching a nuclear attack 
on Seoul, which is only about 60 

Aijaz Hussain, Srinagar

A gun battle with a 
group of militants who 

attacked an Indian army 
camp in the Indian portion 
of Kashmir that killed one 
Indian paramilitary soldier 
and wounded another has 
ended early yesterday, po-
lice said.

A senior police official 
speaking on customary 
condition of anonymi-
ty said search operations 
were on at the base which 

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un listens during the party congress in Pyongyang

KOReAS

North, South Korea trade threats 
over pre-emptive strike

InDIA

Police say gun battle has ended at Kashmir army camp

kilometers south of the Demili-
tarized Zone, and on the roughly 
28,000 U.S. troops deployed 
in the South. Also possibly wi-
thin striking distance are Japan, 
home to another 50,000 U.S. 
troops, and even the U.S. terri-
tory of Guam, a key Pacific mili-
tary hub about 3,000 kilometers 
away.

It's closer than ever to having 
nuclear-tipped missiles able to 
reach the U.S. mainland.

Having the weaponry and being 
able to successfully use it are two 
different things. Experts have 
mixed opinions on whether the 
North can actually mount nu-
clear weapons on its long-range 
missiles, and on how reliable ei-
ther would be.

North Korea has effectively 
held Seoul hostage for decades 
with dug-in, well-hidden artillery 
that could cause massive dama-
ge on the crowded South Korean 
capital and its suburbs. But the 
immediate U.S.-South Korean 
counterattack would be devasta-
ting.

But by introducing nuclear wea-
pons into the equation, Pyon-
gyang is trying to strengthen its 
hand — in deterrence, in an ac-
tual contingency or at the nego-
tiating table should meaningful 
talks with Washington resume.

It's a risky, costly and extremely 

dangerous gambit, and North 
Korea appears to be doubling 
down.

In March, its state media repor-
ted that Kim personally supervi-
sed a drill simulating an attack 
on the Blue House, South Ko-
rea's presidential residence. Late 
last month, the North's military 
issued a statement threatening 
to use nuclear weapons to reduce 
Seoul to ashes and "sweep Guam, 
the base of provocations, from 
the surface of the earth." This 
week, state media again warned 
the North is ready to act at the 
"slightest sign of intrusion."

south korea preps 
to take out kim
Obviously, a "decapitation 

strike" scenario aimed at North 
Korea's leadership is something 
the South would quietly consider 
— that's what military strategists 
are paid to do. North Korea at-
tempted one against South Ko-
rean President Park Chung-hee 
in 1968; it was a disaster.

But Seoul is now showing its 
cards.

South Korean media started 
talking about them in August 
2015, when a South Korean de-
fense official said "beheading 
operations" would be part of a 
new joint wartime plan. U.S. and 
South Korean troops reportedly 

conducted such training during 
joint exercises in March. Some 
military experts say such exer-
cises aren't new, but the reports 
outraged Pyongyang.

Seoul's rhetoric is now even 
more pointed. Shortly after last 
month's nuclear test, its Joint 
Chiefs of Staff announced plans 
to strengthen its ability to con-
duct pre-emptive strikes. And it 
said a "Korea Massive Punish-
ment and Retaliation" system 
would use special forces, the 
Hyunmoo-2 ballistic missile and 
the Hyunmoo-3 cruise missile — 
now under development — to, 
as one South Korean newspaper 
put it, "obliterate areas where 
Kim Jong Un and the rest of Nor-
th Korea's leaders are located."

Kim Dae Young, a military ex-
pert at South Korea's Korea De-
fense and Security Forum, ques-
tioned whether the South could 
pull off a pre-emptive strike wi-
thout nuclear weapons.

"Pyongyang's subways run 100 
to 150 meters deep. South Korea 
could fire all of its cruise mis-
siles and ballistic missiles onto 
Pyongyang and it would still be 
difficult to break the tunnels," 
he said. "If you're able to take 
out Kim Jong Un on the first try, 
good. But if you fail, then you 
come under a nuclear attack."

Conservative lawmakers, scho-
lars and media agencies are 
calling for South Korea to de-
velop its own nukes and ask the 
U.S. to reintroduce tactical nu-
clear weapons into South Korea. 
Officials say they have no plans 
for such changes, which would 
infuriate neighbors China, Rus-
sia and Japan and fly in the face 
of longstanding U.S. military po-
licy.

patience and WorrY
in Washington
With presidential elections just 

over a month away, Washington 
has been sticking to President 
Barack Obama's longstanding 
policy of "strategic patience" — 

keeping Pyongyang at arm's len-
gth, building regional alliances 
and isolating the North's gover-
nment.

It has recently flown B-1B bom-
bers over the Korean Peninsula 
and is moving ahead with the 
deployment of its top-of-the-line 
THAAD missile defense system 
in South Korea, though China 
sees THAAD as a threat to its 
own defense.

Assistant Secretary of State Da-
niel Russel, the top U.S. diplomat 
for East Asia, assured Congress 
last week the U.S. has plans in 
place for "de-escalating and de-
fusing" a crisis. He said South 
Korea's official statements on 
pre-emption did not show it has 
any intent "to take precipitous or 
provocative action."

Even so, some in Washington 
view the escalation as disconcer-
ting.

"Discussions of things like pre- 
emption in public obviously add 
a troubling element to peninsu-
lar dynamics," said Evans Reve-
re, a former State Department 
official and East Asia expert.

Revere blamed Pyongyang for 
its rapid nuclear and missile 
buildup. He said Seoul's logic in 
allowing stories about exercise 
scenarios to leak out is to "maxi-
mize the deterrent message" and 
to reassure South Koreans.

That, too, is a risky game.
Democratic Sen. Ed Markey, 

also at last week's Senate hea-
ring, warned that if North Ko-
rea believes the South intends 
to use pre-emptive force to kill 
its leaders, Kim Jong Un would 
be under pressure to delegate 
control over nuclear weapons to 
front-line military commanders. 
If the North believes Seoul plans 
to pre-emptively take out its nu-
clear weapons, he added, that 
could also create pressure to "use 
them or lose them in a crisis."

"Both of those pressures could 
drastically increase the risk of 
inadvertent nuclear war on the 
peninsula," he said. AP

was attacked late Sunday 
by an unspecified number 
of militants firing grenades 
and guns.

Police officer Syed Javeid 
Mujataba Gillani said ear-
lier that it was not imme-
diately known whether the 
militants tried to enter the 
camp in the garrison town 
of Baramulla, 50 kilome-

tres northwest of Srinagar, 
the main city in Kashmir. 
The camp is the local head-
quarters of a counterinsur-
gency military unit.

The paramilitary soldiers 
hit by gunfire were also 
stationed at the camp, a 
police officer said on con-
dition of anonymity as he 
was not authorized to talk 

to reporters.
Sunday's attack came 

three days after the Indian 
army said it had carried 
out a "surgical strike" in 
the region and destroyed 
"terrorist launching pads" 
used by the militants with 
support from Pakistan.

The Indian assault 
followed a deadly rebel 

attack on another In-
dian base in Kashmir. On 
Sept. 18, suspected rebels 
using guns and grenades 
sneaked into an army base 
in Uri, a town in Indian-
controlled Kashmir, and 
killed at least 18 soldiers.

India accuses Pakistan of 
arming and training insur-
gents fighting for Kashmir's 

independence from India 
or its merger with Pakistan, 
a charge Pakistan denies.

Kashmir is divided be-
tween India and Pakistan. 
The longtime rivals have 
fought two wars for control 
of the Himalayan territory 
since British colonialists 
left in 1947. Both claim it 
in its entirety. AP
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I’ve always 
believed in a 
wise Chinese 
proverb, 
to look for 
opportunities in 
any situation.

JUAN MANUEL SANToS
PRESIDENT oF CoLoMBIA

Joshua Goodman & 
Andrea Rodriguez, Bogota

A stunning referen-
dum defeat for a 
peace deal with lef-
tist rebels leaves 

Colombians with no Plan B to 
save an accord that sought to 
bring an end to a half century 
of hostilities.

Instead of winning by an al-
most two-to-one margin on 
Sunday as pre-election polls 
had predicted, those favoring 
the accord with the Revolutio-
nary Armed Forces of Colom-
bia lost by a razor-thin mar-
gin, 49.8 percent to 50.2 per-
cent for those against the deal.

Both President Juan Ma-
nuel Santos and leaders of the 
FARC, after four years of grue-
ling negotiations, vowed to 
push ahead, giving no hint they 
want to resume a war that has 
already killed 220,000 people 
and displaced 8 million.

"I won't give up. I'll continue 
search for peace until the last 
moment of my mandate," San-
tos said in a televised address 
appealing for calm.

But it's not clear how the 
already unpopular Santos 
can save the deal after the 
stunning political defeat. He 
has ordered his negotiators 
to return to Cuba yesterday 
to confer with FARC's top lea-
ders, who watched the results 
with disbelief after ordering 
drinks and cigars at Club Ha-
vana, once Cuba's most exclu-
sive beach club.

"The FARC deeply regret 
that the destructive power 
of those who sow hatred and 
revenge have influenced the 
Colombian people's opinion," 
the FARC's top commander, 
a guerrilla known as Timo-
chenko, told reporters.

The loss for the government 
was even more shocking con-
sidering the huge support for 
the accord among foreign lea-
ders, who have heralded it as a 
model for a world beset by po-
litical violence and terrorism. 
Many heads of state as well as 
U.N. Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon and U.S. Secretary of 
State John Kerry were present 
when Santos and Timochenko 
signed the deal less than a 
week ago in an elaborate, 
emotion-filled ceremony.

Norway, which along with 
Cuba co-sponsored the talks, 
said it would be willing to fur-
ther facilitate peace talks.

"I am very disappointed, and 
the result shows a very po-
larized and split Colombia," 
Norway's Foreign Minister 
Borge Brende told the NTB 
news agency.

Colombia’s President Juan Manuel Santos prepares to cast his ballot

Colombia in unchartered territory 
with peace deal’s defeat

"We have told both parties 
that we will be at their dispo-
sal and are available," he said. 
"We must also involve the 
opposition who say they want 
peace and hear what they 
think might be the solution."

With the outlook uncertain, all 
eyes are on Santos' former boss 
and chief rival: Alvaro Uribe, 
the powerful former president 
who led the grass-roots cam-
paign against the accord. With 
none of the government's huge 
PR machine, an angry Uribe 
gave voice to millions of Colom-
bians, many of them victims of 
the FARC like him, who bristled 
at provisions in the 297-page 
accord sparing rebels jail time if 
they confessed their crimes and 

instead reserved them 10 seats 
in Congress.

Uribe, in prepared remarks 
from his ranch outside Me-
dellin after the results were in, 
called for a "big national pact" 
and insisted on "correctives" 
that guarantee respect for the 
constitution, respect for pri-
vate enterprise and justice wi-
thout impunity. But he didn't 
specify whether he would join 
Santos in trying to salvage the 
deal, and took more swipes at 
the FARC, demanding it end 
drug trafficking and extortion.

"The entire accord was full of 
impunity," said Ricardo Ber-
nal, 60, celebrating the victory 
for the "no" side in a Bogota 
neighborhood where oppo-
nents were gathered. "We all 
want peace but there have to 
be adjustments made."

Across town, hundreds of su-
pporters of the peace deal who 
had gathered in a hotel ball-
room for what they expected 
would be a victory party with 
Santos wept in despair.

The FARC's 7,000 guerrilla 
fighters are unlikely to return 
to the battlefield any time 
soon. For now, a cease-fire re-
mains in place.

One option for Santos wou-
ld be to reopen negotiations, 
something he had ruled out 

previously and his chief nego-
tiator said would be "catastro-
phic." The president, who has 
a little under two years left 
in office, could also seek to 
bypass another popular vote 
and ratify the accord in Con-
gress or by calling a constitu-
tional convention, something 
both the FARC and Uribe have 
previously favored.

"I've always believed in a 
wise Chinese proverb, to look 
for opportunities in any si-
tuation. And here we have an 
opportunity that's opening up, 
with the new political reality 
that has demonstrated itself in 
the referendum," Santos said 
Sunday night at the presiden-
tial palace.

But bringing Santos and Uri-
be together might be harder 
than achieving peace with the 
FARC. Santos served as Uri-
be's defense minister, when 
they worked together with the 
U.S. to drive the FARC to the 
edge of the jungles, but the 
two haven't spoken for years 
and frequently trade insults.

One of the reasons for the 
surprise defeat was low tur-
nout, with only 37 percent of 
the electorate bothering to 
vote, a further sign to some 
analysts that Colombians' en-
thusiasm for the ambitious ac-

cord was lacking. Heavy rains 
from Hurricane Matthew 
especially dampened voting 
along the Caribbean coast, 
where the government's elec-
toral machinery is strongest 
and the "yes" vote won by a 
double-digit margin.

While urban voters who were 
being leaned on to pay for the 
peace largely voted against the 
accord, the areas hardest hit 
by the conflict overwhelmin-
gly endorsed it. In the town of 
Bojaya, where a FARC mortar 
attack on a church killed do-
zens of civilians in 2002, the 
'yes' vote won with 96 percent 
of the vote.

The campaign exposed deep 
rifts in Colombian society, 
dividing many families and 
making clear the road to re-
conciliation would have been 
long and torturous even had 
the accord passed. Colom-
bians overwhelmingly loa-
the the FARC, which the U.S. 
considers a terrorist group, 
and many considered the ac-
cord an insult to victims of the 
long- running conflict.

"In the end, hate toward the 
FARC won out over hope for 
the future," said Jason Marc-
zack, an expert on Latin Ame-
rica at the Washington-based 
Atlantic Council. AP
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European commissio-
ner Kristalina Georgieva, a 

latecomer to the race to be the 
next secretary-general, says 
being the first U.N. chief from 
Eastern Europe and the first 
woman to be the world's top di-
plomat would demonstrate the 
inclusiveness and universality 
of the United Nations.

But the Bulgarian diplomat 
and former World Bank vi-
ce-president said in an inter-
view with The Associated Press 
ahead of her hearing in the Ge-
neral Assembly yesterday that 
it's the skills and determination 
she would bring to the job that 
count most.

"I am very clear in defining 
directions," Georgieva said. 
"I look forward with clarity. I 
am able to convince. I have my 
own convictions and I am able 
to carry people with me. And 
I have very strong managerial 
skills, proven, that I can get a 
job as hard as it may be, done."

The 63-year-old grandmo-

 Georgieva is 
currently VP of 
the european 
Commission 
and its 
commissioner 
for budget 
and human 
resources

Georgieva: UN would be inclusive 
with Eastern Europe woman chief

ther said there was "an element 
of surprise" when Bulgarian 
Prime Minister Boiko Borisov 
asked her to enter the race after 
deciding to drop the country's 
support from UNESCO chief 
Irina Bokova, a fellow Bulga-
rian who came in sixth of nine 
secretary-general candidates 
in the fifth informal poll in the 
U.N. Security Council on Sept. 
26 which was led by former 
Portuguese Prime Minister An-
tonio Guterres.

"I gave it some thought becau-

se I recognized that it's so late 
in the process," Georgieva said. 
"But then, I also thought, 'If I 
don't run, how would I know if 
I have a shot or I don't?' To find 
out, I have to run."

Georgieva is currently vice- 
president of the European 
Commission and its commis-
sioner for budget and human 
resources. She formerly held 
the post of European commis-
sioner for international coope-
ration, humanitarian aid and 
crisis response.

Under the U.N. Charter, the 
secretary-general is elected by 
the General Assembly on the 
recommendation of the Securi-
ty Council. In practice, this has 
meant that the five permanent 
council members with veto 
power — the U.S., Russia, Chi-
na, Britain and France — have 
the final say. Ten candidates are 
vying to succeed Ban Ki-moon 
whose term ends on Dec. 31.

Since Borisov announced 
Georgieva's candidacy last 

week, there have been diplo-
matic rumblings about her late 
entry and the fact that Bulgaria 
now has two candidates.

Both Georgieva and Bokova 
will be on the ballot in the next 
informal poll tomorrow which 
is considered the most impor-
tant so far. That's because it 
will be the first using different 
colored ballots to distinguish 
between the five permanent 
council members who have 
veto power and the 10 non-per-
manent members who don't.

As a late-comer to the contest, 
Georgieva acknowledges she is 
at a "disadvantage" because she 
has less time to introduce her-
self.

"My job is to put my best foot 
forward, and hope that I will 
be judged on merits and not 
on length of campaigning," she 
said in Saturday's interview 
during a break from preparing 
the question-and-answer ses-
sion in the 193-member Gene-
ral Assembly, a hearing all the 
other candidates have gone 
through already. AP

European Commissioner for Budget Kristalina Georgieva speaks during a media 
conference at EU headquarters in Brussels
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what’s ON ...

FIMM: Grand OpenInG – TurandOT 
(Opera In Three acTs by puccInI )
TIMe:  8pm
Venue: Macao Cultural Centre Grand Auditorium
adMIssIOn: MoP250, MoP 350, MoP500, 
MoP600, MoP800 
enquIrIes: (853) 8399 6699 

FIMM: quInTessence nIGhT, MaGIc bOw (Xu 
Ke and berlIn phIlharMOnIc sTrInG quInTeT)
TIMe:  8pm
Venue: Dom Pedro V Theatre
adMIssIOn: MoP250, MoP300 
enquIrIes: (853) 8399 6699  

chInese bOnsaI and auTuMn FlOwers
(For more details, please refer to the organizer) 
TIMe: 7am-10pm
unTIl: october 16, 206 
Venue: Taipa Houses-Museum  
adMIssIOn: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 2833 7676

paInTInGs and callIGraphy dOnaTed 
by JaO TsunG-I
TIMe: 10am-6pm Daily (No admission after 5:30pm; 
Except on Mondays, open on public holidays) 
Venue: Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de 
Almeida, No. 95 C-D, Macau 
adMIssIOn: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 2852 2523 

arTs In The MandarIn’s hOuse
TIMe: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30pm, 
closed on Wednesdays, opens on public holidays) 
adMIssIOn: Free  
Venue: Travessa de António da Silva, No. 10 
(near Lilau Square) 
enquIrIes: (853) 2896 8820

arTIsTIc craFTsManshIp OF Our ancesTOrs 
– eXhIbITIOn OF archaeOlOGIcal relIcs 
OF TaIpa and cOlOane
TIMe: 10am-6pm daily (No admission after 5:30; 
Closed on Mondays; Free admission on Sundays)
Venue: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMIssIOn: MoP5
OrGanIzer: Cultural Affairs Bureau
enquIrIes: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

A Russian satellite has been launched into space - 
the first man-made object ever to leave the Earth’s 
atmosphere. 

The Russian news agency, Tass, said the satellite 
Sputnik was now 560 miles (900 kilometres) above 
the Earth and circling it every hour-and-a-half. 

Scientists predict the metal sphere will eventually 
burn up in the atmosphere but they hope it will send 
important data back to Earth before doing so. 

The Soviet Union and the USA have both commit-
ted to launching satellites for research as part of the 
International Geophysical Year (IGY). 

Delegations from both countries’ IGY commit-
tees were at a reception at the Russian embassy in 
Washington when news of Sputnik’s launch came 
through. 

The chairman of the American IGY committee, Dr 
Joseph Kaplan, congratulated the Russians on a “re-
markable achievement”. 

The leader of the Russian delegation, Dr A A Bla-
gonravov, who is believed to have been closely invol-
ved with the preparations for the launch, described 
Sputnik as “the simplest kind of baby moon”. 

He attributed its weight - 180lb (83.5kg) - largely to 
heavy batteries. 

The satellite’s weight has led some American ex-
perts to speculate that the rocket which launched it 
might also be capable of carrying a nuclear weapon 
thousands of miles. 

The fact that Sputnik is expected to fly over the US 
seven times a day has also caused unease. 

There have already been calls for an immediate re-
view of US defences, given the implications of the 
technological leap ahead by a political enemy. 

But Dr Blagonravov said no-one had anything to 
fear from the Soviet satellite programme. 

“It will keep everyone too busy watching the instru-
ments to think about anything else,” he said. 

President Eisenhower has been informed of the 
Russian success. 

But he said the news would not lead the US to ac-
celerate its own satellite programme. 

The first US launch is expected next month. 

                   Courtesy BBC News

1957  sputnik satellite blasts 
          into space

in context
sputnik transmitted information via radio signals to Soviet 
scientists for three weeks. 
The signals fascinated both radio enthusiasts and Western 
scientists. 
Sputnik II was launched in November 1957 with a passenger 
aboard - a dog called Laika. The flight allowed Russian sci-
entists to learn much about the prospects for human space 
travel. 
The Soviet authorities said Laika died painlessly after a week 
in orbit but in 2002 new evidence revealed the dog died from 
over-heating and panic just a few hours after take-off. 
In December 1957 the US programme suffered a setback when 
a rocket carrying a test satellite into space exploded. 
Finally, in February 1958, the US successfully launched its 
first satellite, ‘Explorer’. 
In 1961, the Soviet Union put the first human, Yuri Gagarin, 
into space. 

 Offbeat

Police in Indonesia’s capital are investigating the opera-
tor of a public video screen after it displayed a porn movie 
instead of advertising to passing traffic.

Ten people, including employees of the company operat-
ing the electronic billboard, have been questioned, Jakarta 
police spokesman Awi Setyono said yesterday. Police can’t 
yet name a suspect, he added.

Twitter in social media-mad Indonesia was abuzz with 
news of the incident, which occurred not long after Friday 
prayers last week in the Muslim-majority country.

Many users posted clips of the billboard as it displayed a 
Japanese porn movie playing in an internet browser.

Adrian Wiedarta, a manager at PT Transito Adimanjati, 
which operates the advertising screen, blamed the incident 
on a hacker who he said seized control of the system, al-
lowing the porn film to play for about five minutes.

Police assisted by nearby vendors shut off power to the giant 
video screen as drivers and pedestrians watched the movie.

Setyono said the police’s cybercrime unit has analyzed 
several computers seized from the company.

Jakarta police chief Muhammad Iriawan said the perpe-
trator could be charged under either the Electronic Trans-
action Law, which carries a maximum prison sentence of 
six years and a fine of 1 billion rupiah (USD77,000), or the 
Pornography Law, which carries a prison sentence of up 
to 12 years.

indonesian police investigate 
porn on public video screen 

TV canal macau
13:30
14:45
16:20
18:00
18:50
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:09
21:10
21:40
22:10
23:00

News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Nos League: Nacional - Porto (Repeated)  
Precious Pearl (Repeated)    
TDM Sport (Repeated)    
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Publicity    
TDM Interview    
once Upon A Time S1    
Precious Pearl    
TDM News    

cinema
cineteatro
29 sep - 05 oct

MiSS peregrine’S hoMe for peCUliAr ChilDren_
room 1
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: tim burton
Starring: Eva Green, Asa Butterfield, Samuel L. Jackson   
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 127min

Deep wAter horizon_
room 2
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  peter berg
Starring: Mark Wahlberg, Kurt Russell, John Malkovich, 
Kate Hudson  
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 107min

StoRKS_
room 3
(2D) 2.30, 4.15, 7.45 pm
(3D) 6.00 pm
Director:  nicholas Stoller, Doug Sweetland
language: Cantonese (Cantonese/english)
Duration: 87min

blAir witCh_
room 3
9.30 pm
Director:  Adam wingard 
Starring: James Allen McCune, Brandon Scott, 
Callie hemandez  
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 89min

macau tower
29 sep - 05 oct

Deep wAter horizon_
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director:  peter berg
Starring: Mark Wahlberg, Kurt Russell, John Malkovich, 
Kate Hudson  
language: english (Cantonese)
Duration: 107min
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THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACroSS: 1- Of flight; 7- Largest book of the OT; 10- Rooster; 14- Shrimp dish; 

15- Flight; 16- Green Gables girl; 17- Hod carrier; 18- “Hold On Tight” group; 
19- Sign gas; 20- Peculiarity; 23- Machine for lifting heavy loads; 26- Short 
change?; 27- Port of Crete; 28- Vandals; 29- Foxy; 30- Adult males; 31- Loss 
of memory; 33- Pro ___; 34- Pretend; 37- Outback hopper; 38- Verse starter?; 
39- Simile center; 40- ___-jongg; 41- Attempt; 42- Place for ordering alcoholic 
drinks; 43- Capital of New Mexico; 45- Him, to Henri; 46- Skid row woe; 47- 
Hastens; 48- Natural talent; 51- Afore; 52- Wash lightly; 53- Ladder seen by 
Jacob; 56- ___ even keel; 57- Descartes’s conclusion; 58- Position, in Britain; 
62- Uncommon; 63- School grp.; 64- Film on copper; 65- Cut calories; 66- His, 
to Henri; 67- Most cunning;

Down: 1- Volcano output; 2- Environmental prefix; 3- Far out!; 4- Vast; 5- Quickly; 
6- “The Mod Squad” role; 7- Ample; 8- 
Old sailors; 9- Latin love; 10- High-kicking 
dance; 11- ___ a million; 12- Benjamin; 
13- Nairobi’s nation; 21- Cream cake; 22- 
Person with a cool job?; 23- Graph; 24- 
Gossip; 25- Harass; 29- Biblical mount; 
30- Flat-topped hills; 32- District adjacent 
to a city; 33- Sampled; 34- Lower a sail; 
35- Sidewalk eateries; 36- The ones here; 
44- Parched; 45- Young roarer; 46- Stage 
plays; 48- Long narrow arm of the sea; 49- 
Polynesian porch; 50- Without ___ in the 
world; 51- Put on cloud nine; 52- Pertaining 
to the kidneys; 54- Drinks slowly; 55- 
Immerses; 59- No-win situation; 60- Ques. 
response; 61- Back muscle, for short

Friday’s solution

CRoSSwoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min MAx ConDition

ChinA

worlD

20
11
22
14
24
22
27
33
25
27
27
30
27
30
32
30

moderate rain
drizzle

clear
cloudy/overcast

cloudy/drizzle

6
7
9
9
16

11
16
17
15
22

16
1
18
5
18
7
18
22
12
17
22
17
21
24
24
26

shower/drizzle
clear/shower

overcast/drizzle
cloudy

cloudy/overcast
cloudy/clear

cloudy/drizzle
clear
clear

cloudy
shower/cloudy

clear
overcast/cloudy

drizzle/cloudy
cloudy
shower 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Health concerns, vows to get more 
exercise after work -- it’s all part of 
the routine. Don’t let it be. You need 
to come up with a fun way to get 
fit if you want it to stick. Do some 
brainstorming.

April 20-May 20
You need to do some thinking if you 
want to have a good time. Some 
people need companionship to have 
fun while others are perfectly happy 
to be alone. Figure out which way you 
feel today before making any plans.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If lines are always crossed at work 
and now you’re having a hard time 
communicating with family, the 
source of the problem should be 
dawning on you. Do whatever you 
can to be as clear as possible.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need everything to sparkle. In 
fact, once you start cleaning up, 
you just can’t stop. You’ll get down 
to ever-smaller details. The only 
thing holding you back is another 
work day.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can still afford to be impulsive, 
at least once you memorize your list 
of cheap or free activities. Once you 
can reel off the options on no notice, 
you’ll be going hog wild all over 
again. Until then, try to enjoy.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
When things in your own house 
start making no sense, you know 
it’s time to do something about it. 
Getting organized is not as hard as 
procrastinating about it. Consider it 
your new project and dig in.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s a good time for being around other 
people, and not just for fun. You’ll run 
into someone who puts your mind at 
ease. Wouldn’t it be great if everybody 
let bygones be bygones? Be the one 
who takes the first step.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’d love nothing more than to do 
a friend a favor today, but just be 
sure it’s something they really need. 
You have your own life to take care 
of, and being of service to others can 
wait until tomorrow. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Choose your company wisely today. 
Being alone may not be ideal, but 
being around others may just drive 
you crazy. You may end up thinking 
another work day can’t come soon 
enough.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You don’t have to go anywhere. 
The best place to be if you want 
to connect with others is right at 
home. They’ll come looking for 
you, so be sure they know where to 
find you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The last thing you think you want to 
do today is to help others, but you’ll 
be surprised at just how good it 
makes you feel. You don’t even have 
to know the payoff beforehand. Just 
dive right in.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your work day has a lot of details 
that need to be covered today. Start 
preparing while you still have the time 
to do it right. That means going over 
everything from lunches and wardrobe 
to things that are more substantive.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Steve Douglas, Manchester

Manchester Ci-
ty's winning start to 
the English Premier 
League is over — 

and the title favorites might just 
have seen close up their biggest 
rival for the trophy.

Producing a clinic in high-oc-
tane pressing, Tottenham hou-
nded City into submission in a 
2-0 victory at White Hart Lane 
that consigned Pep Guardiola to 
his first loss in 12 games. Six of 
those matches had come in the 
Premier League, and had been 
won at a canter.

It was the kind of all-round per-
formance that Spurs produced 
for large spells of last season un-
der Mauricio Pochettino before 
collapsing late on in their pursuit 
of eventual champion Leicester.

That was the first time Spurs 
contended for the league title in a 
generation and they are proving 
it wasn't just a one-off.

After seven games, second- 
placed Tottenham is the only 
unbeaten team in the Premier 
League, still hasn't conceded a 
goal in open play and is now just 

Real Madrid coach Zine-
dine Zidane goes into the 

long international break with a 
lot of thinking to do.

While the hiatus leaves fans 
having to mull over the team's 
struggles a little longer, Zida-
ne will be able to use the extra 
time off to find ways to get his 
squad back on track after four 
straight draws.

"It's my responsibility to look 
for solutions because we've 
got to change things. We can't 
carry on like this," Zidane said. 
"I'm not happy, that much is 
clear."

Madrid was held to a 1-1 
draw by Eibar at the Santiago 
Bernabeu Stadium yesterday 
[Macau time], leaving the field 
jeered by fans. The team had 
already failed to beat Las Pal-
mas and Villarreal in the Spa-
nish league, as well as Borussia 
Dortmund in the Champions 
League. Its last win was at Es-
panyol on Sept. 18.

"We need to look for ways to 
improve and we'll do that af-
ter the international break by 
working hard. I believe in the 
work and the quality of this 

Michael Shank Racing's 
No. 60 Honda-powered 

Liger sports car won the season
-ending Petit Le Mans at Road 
Atlanta this weekend, and the 
Action Express Racing's No. 
31 Chevrolet Corvette Daytona 
Prototype took the season title.

John Pew, Oswaldo Negri, Jr. 
and endurance driver Olivier 
Pla teamed to win the 10-hour 
race, with the 60-year-old Pew 
making his final series appea-
rance in the IMSA WeatherTech 
SportsCar Championship.

"It's the best way to go out, but 
it also makes it very hard to go 
out," Pew said. "It makes it hard 
to quit. You really try to talk 
yourself into leaving and then 
something like this happens and 
you think, 'Maybe not.' I'll take a 
little time to reflect. It's been a 
fantastic 10 years, a lot with Ozz, 
and all with Michael Shank."

Dane Cameron, Eric Cur-
ran and guest driver Simon 
Pagenaud, the current Indy-
Car champion, finished fourth 
to win the season title. Theyt 
beat their No. 5 Action Express 
Racing teammates, Joao Bar-
bosa and Christian Fittipaldi, 

Real Madrid’s head coach Zinedine 
Zidane (right)

Tottenham plays against Manchester City

FOOTbAll

Tottenham hands Man City first loss 
in EPL; United frustrated

FOOTbAll

Zidane scrambling for answers 
after Madrid’s early struggles

MOTORSPORTS 

Michael Shank’s No. 60 
wins Petit Le Mans

one point behind City.
In a dominant first-half display, 

Tottenham went ahead through 
Aleksandar Kolarov's own goal in 
the ninth minute before Dele Alli 
added a second as City's defense 
was overwhelmed by the home 
team's energy and movement.

It could have been worse for 
City: Erik Lamela had a second- 
half penalty saved for Spurs in 
the second half.

City's much-lauded attack fai-
led to score for the first time this 
season and its defense looked 
suspect, like it did in the 3-3 
draw at Celtic in the Champions 
League. There are finally some 
cracks in City's teams for its title 
rivals to cling to.

Manchester United couldn't 
take advantage, only drawing 1-1 
at home to struggling Stoke, but 
Arsenal scraped a 1-0 win at Bur-
nley thanks to a scrambled goal 
with virtually the last touch of the 
game.

man u 1, stoke 1
After opening with three strai-

ght victories, United has won 
only one of its last four games in 
the league and is already playing 

catch-up.
Joe Allen earned a point for 

Stoke, scoring an 82nd-minute 
equalizer following a rare mis-
take by David de Gea. The United 
goalkeeper fumbled a long-range 
shot, Jon Walters scooped the 
loose ball against the bar befo-
re it bounced down for Allen to 
smash home from close range.

United took the lead in the 69th 
through Anthony Martial's cur-
ling strike, two minutes after he 
came on as a substitute.

United is sixth with 13 points, 
five behind City at the top.

Stoke is still waiting for a first 
win of the season, but has en-
ded its 13-game losing streak at 
Old Trafford stretching back 36 
years.

BurnleY 0, arsenal 1
The two minutes of injury time 

had almost elapsed at Turf Moor 
when Alexis Sanchez received 
a short corner and sent over a 
cross that Theo Walcott flicked 

on. Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain 
appeared to get a touch to the 
ball, which reared up off the 
hand of Laurent Koscielny — 
unintentionally — and squeezed 
over the line.

The match marked 20 years 
since Arsenal manager Arsene 
Wenger officially took charge of 
Arsenal, and a fifth straight lea-
gue win lifted his team to third 
place — two points behind City.

leicester 0, 
southampton 0
It might all be about the Cham-

pions League for Leicester this 
season.

This draw meant Leicester has 
won just two of the opening se-
ven games of its Premier League 
title defense. In their first-ever 
Champions League campaign, 
the Foxes have won both of 
their games — the latest coming 
against two-time European 
champion Porto on Tuesday.

Southampton created the better 
chances at King Power stadium, 
with in-form striker Charlie Aus-
tin hitting the post early on and 
wasting a one-on-one chance in 
the second half. AP

team. I don't think attitude is 
the problem but something is 
wrong," Zidane said. "We've 
got 10 days without the players 
and when they come back we'll 
have to start working at 100 
percent, not only physically 
but tactically as well. We need 
to work together."

Zidane said it's too early in 
the season to talk about a cri-
sis, but admitted the team has 
to turn things around when it 
resumes playing in two weeks.

"After the start we had to the 
season, this is tough to take," 
he said. "I'm not going to lose 
my head but it's tough. We 
need to work harder and show 
more intensity at the beginning 
of games like we've done very 
often, but we're struggling to 
replicate that lately."

Madrid lost the league lead 

to Atletico Madrid after this 
weekend's draw. Atletico, whi-
ch won 2-0 at Valencia, also 
has 15 points, but leads Madrid 
on goal difference. Sevilla is 
third with 14 points, one more 
than Barcelona, which lost at 
Celta Vigo 4-3.

Zidane said he may have to 
"bring more intensity to the 
training sessions" to get his 
players playing hard from the 
start.

Zidane has not been able to 
count on some players during 
the winless stretch, including 
left back Marcelo and defensi-
ve midfielder Casemiro, who 
are injured.

To add to Zidane's problems, 
playmaker James Rodriguez 
sustained a muscle injury while 
warming up the game against 
Eibar, and midfielder Luka 
Modric will be out for a while 
after undergoing arthroscopic 
surgery on his left knee.

Madrid's next chance to snap 
its winless streak is Oct. 15 at 
Real Betis, a team which has 
yet to lose at home. Madrid 
then hosts sixth-place Athletic 
Bilbao. AP

who won the last two cham-
pionships.

"It's truly unbelievable," Cur-
ran said. "It hasn't really sunk 
in yet. It's going to take some 
time. The whole team and Dane 
and I worked so hard all year. 
We came so close last year, but 
we pulled it together this year. 
It feels amazing, all the guys 
that work hard on the Action 
Express team, and the pit stops 
were unbelievable. Most impor-
tantly, it was a tough day today, 
but we got through it."

In the GT Le Mans class, the 
No. 62 Risi Competizione Fer-
rari 488 GTE of Giancarlo Fisi-
chella, Toni Vilander and James 
Calado won the race, and the 
championship went to the No. 4 
Chevrolet Corvette C7.R of Oli-
ver Gavin, Tommy Milner and 
Marcel Fassler. AP
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China, Denmark projeCts among 
arChiteCture awarD winners 

A children’s center in China, a bridge in Iran 
and a park in Denmark are among the six win-
ners of the Aga Khan Award for Architecture.

The winners were announced yesterday in the 
United Arab Emirates city of Al Ain. The awards 
are handed out once every three years and are 
meant to celebrate architecture that serves and 
embraces Muslim culture.

The network is headed by Aga Khan, the spi-
ritual leader of millions of Ismaili Muslims who 
belong to an offshoot of the Shiite sect.

Two projects from Bangladesh also won the 
award — a community center and a mosque. The 
sixth winner was a university building in Leba-
non by the firm of Iraqi-British architect Zaha 
Hadid who died earlier this year.

25-45
Good

Sandra Lemonon, a 
Macau-born Filipina, 

ranked fourth at the Miss 
World Philippines 2016 
beauty pageant, and was 
also named Miss Photoge-
nic. 

According to Philippine 
media outlets, after lau-
nching the program with 
24 contestants, the top 12 
moved on to a ‘question 
and answer’ session, whe-
re they were asked about 
the challenges they faced 
throughout the pageant, 
the most significant even-
ts in their lives, cyber- 
bullying and social media.

In answer to the final 
question - “why should 
you be the next Miss Wor-
ld Philippines 2016?” -  the 
23-year-old runner-up 
boldly shared that it is her 
dream to help others who 
are in need.

“If I were given the chance 
to be the next Miss World 
Philippines, I would give 
my heart and try to do my 
best to help other people. 
That is what Miss World 
is all about: beauty with a 
purpose . And now joining 
with ‘Tahanan Ng Pagma-
mahal,’ the experience has 
been incredible and I just 

55-75
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Umbrellas in the hoUse
It looks like a kind of swampy unease has been 

spreading among Macau civil society. And it has 
been affecting everybody, indeed, from the tra-
ditional Legislative Assembly-based democra-
ts, to the New Macau young democrats, labor 
representatives - not excluding the conservati-
ve pro-Beijing apparatus. The actual source of 
this (and I repeat) unease comes from not fully 
coping with the political standoff that took (and 
pardon us the generalization) eight Umbrella 
Movement seasoned activists from the road to 
the benches of the Hong Kong Legislative Cou-
ncil. The old guard of the Hong Kong pro-demo-
cracy activists and organizations, despite being 
sheltered under the cover of an umbrella - the 
pan-democrats umbrella - fear being on the fast 
track to obsolescence. The fact is that at the end 
of the hard fought civic campaign to further politi-
cal rights - including the introduction of universal 
suffrage -, asked to show the goods, they just 
have the “same” 70-member quasi-parliament 
split of 35 from geographic constituencies and 
35 from the functional constituencies: the “rotten 
borough” some would call it with assumed de-
mocratic disdain. The former are directly elected 
by the almost 4 million registered voters, while 
the special-interests’ seats are chosen by almost 
240,000 individuals, corporate or businesses. 
That is 6% of the population.

Anyway, from now on, Hong Kong politics, in-
cluding moderate democrats, will be challenged 
by a generational shift towards a more confron-
tational stance, apparently immune to all the 
antics of co-optation that Beijing usually mani-
pulates to maintain a tight leash on the political 
development chez HKSAR.  The Nathan Law 
and friends show is just about to begin!

Back to Macau, the pro-democracy movement 
is trying its own way to digest the asymmetry 
between their Hong Kong counter-parts’ politi-
cal game (localism, complete autonomy, self-
determination, and Basic Law forbid indepen-
dence) and the corresponding measures the 
establishment takes to fight the activists and 
their demands of political concessions, and the 
equivalent panorama in the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region. 

Despite the mellow (Legislative Assembly will 
keep on having the same composition for the 
next five years) situation in Macau, Scott Chiang, 
Jason Chao and Co have a lot to complain about 
the government, the law enforcement, the law 
and so on. They learned their lessons from the 
civil referendum, and later from the panda cubs’ 
naming referendum.

Imagination and cooperation seem to be the 
key for those who have been showing respect 
for democratic values. Macau Civil Servants 
Association is about to launch what they call 
a “public survey” to question residents about 
the performance of the Chief Executive and 
the need to increase the number of additional 
directly-elected legislators from two to four for 
the 2017 elections. However, it is not an open 
consultation, since it restricts itself to a closed 
universe of 3000 phone calls, thus not incurring 
in any breach of the Data Protection provisions. 
Pereira Coutinho did it again. 

Finally, two notes on gaming and reading. With 
not such a great omen offered by MGTO’s visi-
tor forecast during the Golden Week, Citigroup 
has degraded the September GGR forecast. But 
we should highlight two situations: a fresh case 
of side betting and disturbance in a VIP room, 
calling attention on the possibility of the finan-
cing and profit distribution to be diverting from 
the traditional pro rata basis; and the first steps 
DICJ Paulo Chan is taking to curb the entran-
ce of croupiers to the gaming floor… to gamble 
themselves.

As to the reading, the New Central Library 
threatens to replace the Hotel Estoril as the ur-
ban narrative of the day. But we can have a two 
in one: lawmaker Tommy Lau has suggested 
replacing the Old Court building by…the Hotel 
Estoril.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

want to do that. That is my 
dream job and Miss World 
shares a platform where I 
can do that. And I just want 
to be an inspiration for 
everyone. Thank you,” she 
said.

The ‘Fourth Princess,’ 
born to a Filipino mother 
and a French father, was 
also previously awarded 
the Miss Jessie Mendez and 
Miss Friendship award.

In an earlier interview 
with the Times, Lemonon 
said that the advocacy com-
ponent of Miss World was 
what first encouraged her 
to take part in the pageant. 
She explained her desire 
to give back to society, and 
hoped to do so by letting 
people know more about 
Miss World 2016 project 
“Beauty with a Purpose.”  

The fourth runner-up cur-
rently volunteers with an 
orphanage called “Tahanan 
Ng Pagmamahal,” in Pasig 
City as an English and arts 
teacher, and hopes to raise 
funds with  the orphanage 
to improve the living con-
ditions  for the children 
who stay there. 

The 22-year-old Fil-Aus-
sie Catriona Gray from Bi-
col was named Miss World 
Philippines 2016 in the co-
ronation night held at the 
Manila Hotel on Sunday, 
and is set to compete in 
Miss World 2016 to be held 
this December in Washing-
ton, USA. LV

The flag-raising ceremony held at the Golden Lotus Square is to celebrate the 67th anniversary of the 
People’s Republic of China. 

 dEcisiVE MOMENT
the

philippineS The Asian 
Development bank has 
signed an agreement with 
the Swedish International 
Development 
Cooperation Agency 
(SIDA) on a risk-transfer 
scheme under which 
SIDA will guarantee 
USD155 million out of 
ADb’s $455 million basket 
of five loans to India — 
a first for a sovereign 
loan portfolio for any 
multilateral development 
bank, the ADb 
announced yesterday. 

vietnAMeSe authorities 
say they’ve seized 309 
kilograms of elephant 
tusks illegally imported 
from nigeria. A customs 
official says the tusks 
were seized at Hanoi’s 
airport on the weekend. 
The official said yesterday 
that the cargo had been 
declared as glass. 

tuRKEy announced 
that it is extending a 
three-month-long state 
of emergency, declared 
after the country’s failed 
military coup, by a 
further three months as 
it presses ahead with a 
massive crackdown on a 
movement led by U.S.-
based cleric Fethullah 
Gulen.

JAPAN The new robot 
from Japanese automaker 
Toyota Motor Corp. can’t 
do much but chatter in 
a high-pitched voice. 
The 39,800-yen ($390), 
10-centimeter (4-inch) 
-tall, doll-like Kirobo 
Mini — whose name 
comes from “kibo,” or 
“hope,” and “robot” 
— supposedly has the 
smarts of a 5-year-old. by 
yuri Kageyama. 

tenniS Peng Shuai 
produced the upset of the 
first round in the China 
Open yesterday, beating 
sixth-seeded Venus 
Williams 7-5, 6-1. The 
30-year-old Chinese wild-
card entry broke Williams’ 
serve twice in the second 
set. 

Lemonon places fourth 
in Miss World PH

Sandra Lemonon
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