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RUSSIA opened a 
criminal case against 
Economy Minister Alexei 
Ulyukayev (pictured) 
for receiving a USD2 
million bribe related to 
his ministry’s approval of 
the sale of a 50 percent 
stake in Bashneft PJSC 
purchased by state-run 
oil producer Rosneft 
PJSC last month. 
Ulyukayev, 60, was 
detained yesterday. The 
case comes as Rosneft 
is preparing a mandatory 
offer to buy out minorities 
in Bashneft, where 
it purchased a 50.08 
percent stake for 329.69 
billion rubles (USD5b).

GREECE Barack Obama 
opened his final foreign trip 
as president yesterday with 
reassuring words about 
the U.S. commitment to 
NATO even as he prepares 
to hand off to a Donald 
Trump administration, 
saying Democratic and 
Republican administrations 
alike recognize the 
importance of the alliance 
to the trans-Atlantic 
relationship. More on p15

NUCLEAR The U.S. 
approach to Asia faces 
a major overhaul when 
Donald Trump takes office, 
but what will take its 
place? A new report warns 
of a leadership vacuum 
and even a nuclear arms 
race if the U.S. withdraws 
from a region threatened 
by a provocative North 
Korea. Authors of the Asia 
Foundation report also say 
in some parts of the region 
there’s hope that a shift 
from President Obama’s 
signature foreign policy 
could be for the good.

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

mgs entertainment show kicks off trial of bangkok bomb 
suspects begins

macau defeated in 
solidarity cup final

Testimony began in the 
trial of two men accused of 
carrying out a bombing at a 
Bangkok landmark last year

The team was defeated 
1-0 by Nepal who 
proceeded to lift the AFC 
Solidarity Cup 2016

Hong Kong lawmakers 
lose legal fight over oaths, 
vow to appeal

POLICY ADDRESS 

Chui forecast for 
gaming conservative  P2-3
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Renato Marques

SPEAKING to journalists 
after his presentation at the 

Legislative Assembly (AL) of the 
Policy Address from the govern-
ment for 2017, Chief Executive 
(CE) Chui Sai On clarified that 
the Macau Light Rail Transit 
(LRT) project will not cease after 
the conclusion of the Taipa line 
and connection to Barra.

According to the CE the pro-
ject will continue as originally 
planned with the extension of 
the LRT lines to the Peninsula, 
although not further detailing 
whether or not the infrastructure 
will be built by the shoreline or 
more towards the city center.

“Our ideas for the time being 
remain the same. We are going 
to continue,” said Chui adding, 
“We have done several surveys 
and listen to many opinions for 
example on Rua de Londres [in 
NAPE] and in the Northern area. 
Besides, we have provided oppor-

‘a conservative forecast’
CHUI’S GAMBLING revenue 
target for 2017 is unchanged from 
his forecast for this year. Macau 
has already reported MOP184.6 
billion in gambling receipts in 
the first 10 months of 2016. “The 
government has historically, and 
rightly, presented a conservative 

forecast as it relates to gross gam-
ing revenue,” Grant Govertsen, a 
Macau-based gaming analyst at 
Union Gaming Group LLC, said 
by e-mail. “Based on trends we’re 
seeing today, we remain comforta-
ble with our expectations for mid-
single digit growth next year.”

POLICY ADDRESS | PRESS CONFERENCE

CE clarifies LRT in the Peninsula is to 
be built and IACM might by dissolved

tunities for all the lawmakers and 
experts to express their ideas and 
suggestions.”

After confirming that the pro-
ject would be continuing, “as 
planned,” Chui left more details 
to be explained by the Secretary 
for Transport and Public Works, 
Raimundo do Rosário adding: 
“Until the end of this year we are 

going to address in more specific 
terms this topic [by the secre-
tary].”

Answering on another topic, 
the CE admitted that the annou-
nced plan to create a municipal 
body without political power mi-
ght involve the extinction of the 
current Civic and Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau (IACM).

“There is that possibility,” 
said Chui Sai On in response to 
the question of whether such a 
municipal body could or could 
not lead to the extinction of the 
IACM, adding that “this work [of 
creating the municipal body wi-
thout political power] is already 
ongoing.”

Among several other topics ad-
dressed in the press conference, 
the CE made a remark on the re-
covery of the economy and speci-
fically of the gaming industry. He 
estimated that in 2017 gambling 
revenue should reach around 
MOP200 billion, a sum very close 
to the figure expected for this year.

“We didn’t set a higher target 
than this year because we think 
there are still uncertain factors,” 
Chui said.

Still the CE said to expect po-
sitive gambling revenue growth 
“of single-digit but positive.”

The CE also mentioned that the 
gaming industry has been recove-
ring since August after more than 
two years of continuous decline. 
In the words of the leader of the 
region’s government, Macau is 
accomplishing the orders of Pre-
sident Xi Jinping who during his 

visit to the region back in 2014 
told Macau to diversify its eco-
nomy following Beijing’s crack-
down on corruption and capital 
outflows.

On the topic of diversification, 
Chui mentioned that the gover-
nment would also continue to 
support and boost “projects ad-
jacent to the gaming industry.”

The CE gave examples of sec-
tors the government has interest 
developing like “budget hotels 
and shopping malls in order to 
attract more families,” he said.

In a recent judgment, the Singapore 
Court of Appeal concluded that the 

China-Laos Bilateral Investment Treaty 
extends to Macau, meaning that the bila-
teral investment treaties to which China 
is a party could be potentially applica-
ble in our jurisdiction, both in terms of 
the protection of foreign investment in 
Macau and the protection of outbound 
foreign investment by Macanese com-
panies. However, a spokesperson for Chi-
na’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs said that 
the ruling made by the Singapore court is 
“incorrect”. 

In a nutshell, bilateral investment trea-
ties (often referred to by the acronym 
BITs) are international treaties estab-
lishing mandatory standards of treatment 
that apply to one state in its treatment of 
investors from another state. These stan-
dards include, among others, fair and 
equitable treatment, protection from ex-
propriation and full protection and securi-
ty. Typically, BITs also permit protected 
investors to submit claims directly to an 
arbitral tribunal against the home state of 
the investment, and, under some circums-
tances, this applies even if the investment 

contract between the investor and the host 
state provides for exclusive jurisdiction to 
local courts.

The Singapore Court of Appeal overtur-
ned a High Court ruling that an UNCI-
TRAL tribunal seated in Singapore had 
improperly applied the China-Laos BIT 
to a dispute between a Macanese investor, 
Sanum Investments Limited, and the Lao 
Government. 

According to the Court of Appeal, since a 
treaty binds a state in respect of its entire 
territory, under the “moving treaty fron-
tiers” rule, a treaty automatically extends 
to a new territory as and when it becomes a 
part of that state, unless a different inten-
tion appears from the treaty or is otherwi-
se established.

The Singaporean court took into account 
the 1987 China-Portugal joint declara-
tion and found that it was an agreement 
between China and Portugal that did not 
create rights or duties for other states, 
such as Laos. The Court also dismissed as 
irrelevant the diplomatic letters exchan-
ged between Laos and the Chinese embas-
sy in Vientiane, which contained Laos’ and 
China’s views that the BIT at issue did not 

extend to Macau. Having found that no ex-
ception or contrary intention applied, the 
Court concluded that the China-Laos BIT 
indeed applied to Macau upon restoration 
of Chinese sovereignty in 20 December 
1999.

However, during a press conference on 
21 October 2016, the Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry official Hua Chunying rejected the 
Singapore Court of Appeal’s ruling. Ms. 
Hua commented that “as a principle, the 
investment agreements between the cen-
tral government and foreign countries 
do not apply to SARs, unless otherwise 
decided by the central government after 
seeking the views of the SAR governments 
and consulting with the other contracting 
parties of the agreement.”

It remains to be seen whether China will 
take any positive steps towards concluding 
agreements with its BIT counterparties 
that its treaties do not apply to the SARs.

While the Singapore Court of Appeal may 
have put a full stop to the jurisdictional is-
sues raised in the Sanum case, its interpre-
tation on the issue of whether the Chinese 
investment treaties do or do not apply to 
Macau raises a whole new set of issues in 

Fatima Dermawan*

implications of the singapore court ruling 
on foreign investors in macau 

LEGAL WISE BY MdME

the legal system of Macau.
Indeed, in this closely watched case, both 

the UNCITRAL tribunal and the Singapore 
Court of Appeal set out that, in principle, 
under international law, treaties to which 
China is a party do apply to Macau. This 
means that, on the one hand, Macau may 
be under international obligations that it 
had never envisaged, and, on the other, 
foreign investors may not be aware of the 
total extent of their rights.

Considering that, according to the infor-
mation provided by United Nations Con-
ference of Trade and Development, China 
is now party to 129 BITs (with 110 in force) 
and the fact that Macau has been host to 
a large number of foreign investors in re-
cent years (especially in its gaming indus-
try and financial and real estate sectors), 
the question at stake is of major relevance 
and interest to the Macau Government, fo-
reign investors and local companies with 
overseas investments. 

With regard to foreign investors in par-
ticular, when deciding on the procedural 
means for the protection of their rights, 
investment treaty arbitration may now be 
a clearer option to be taken into account 
in addition (or as an alternative) to the 
usual recourse to local courts. This means 
that investors should now structure their 
investments even more carefully in order 
to be able to benefit from the provisions of 
applicable BITs.

*Associate, MdME Lawyers
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MGM hires 
Aaron Fischer
MGM Resorts International 
yesterday announced the 
appointment of Aaron Fischer 
as senior vice president of 
Corporate Development to assist 
the company and its affiliates in 
the development and strategic 
planning of integrated resorts in 
North America and Asia. “We are 
very excited to have Aaron on our 
team,” said Jim Murren, chairman 
and CEO of MGM Resorts 
International. “He is uniquely 
qualified to help MGM Resorts 
International access potential 
market opportunities domestically 
and particularly in Asia. Someone 
with his extensive experience 
will be a tremendous asset as 
we continue our global strategic 
planning.” Fischer recently served 
as the Head of Consumer and 
Gaming Research at CLSA, a 
boutique brokerage and investment 
group based in Hong Kong. He will 
now work from the MGM Resorts 
offices in Hong Kong.

Civil servants 
consider their 
incomes to be 
average
 
A recent survey published by the 
Macau Civil Servants Federation and 
two other associations indicates that 
civil servants consider their incomes 
to be relatively low or average, 
according to a report by Macao Daily 
News. The interviewed civil servants 
were found to have a low sense of 
belonging to their departments. 
The survey was conducted between 
June and September, with 1,540 
valid questionnaires received by 
the organizers. The interviewees 
consisted mostly of people from 
the younger generation with higher 
education degrees who have worked 
for approximately ten years in public 
departments. 

Protestors 
were allegedly 
paid to join HK 
demonstration
 
A few participants in Hong Kong’s 
demonstration against independence 
said that they had been paid to be 
part of the protest, according to a 
report by Apple Daily. Footage from 
an interview conducted by the media 
outlet shows a couple, claiming to be 
from Shekou, Shenzhen, revealing 
that someone surnamed Zhou gave 
each one of them HKD300 in order to 
attend the activity in Hong Kong. The 
woman even said to the journalist 
“you [as a Hong Kong citizen] are 
paid HKD600.” A 12-year-old 
Hong Kong girl also revealed to the 
journalist that her family brought her 
to the demonstration, and that she 
might get HKD100 for participating 
in it. She also said that they were 
told they would be treated to meals 
after the demonstration. The 
demonstration’s organizers claim 
that all participants joined the event 
at their own initiative. 

Paulo Barbosa

CHUI Sai On went yes-
terday to the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL) 
to present the Policy 

Address for 2017 that did not 
contain any news of significant 
changes to the current poli-
cies. 

The Chief Executive started 
his speech by making a posi-
tive assessment of the gover-
nance of the region, although 
he acknowledged that “not few 
of the works are still lagging 
behind expectations of local 
residents.”

He then rolled out a set of 
welfare policies and subsidies 
that were, for the most part, 
kept unchanged. The cash 
handout policy remains, with 
yearly handouts of MOP9,000 
for permanent residents and 
MOP5,400 for other residents.

The government will conti-
nue to inject MOP10,000 of 
seed capital into the Central 
Provident Fund savings ac-
count of every eligible resi-
dent. An additional MOP7,000 
from the fiscal surplus will be 
deposited into those eligible 
accounts.

The old aged person’s 
allowance remains at 
MOP8,000 and the elderly 
pension at MOP3,450. Civil 
servants will get a 2.46 percent 
salary update. The minimum 
subsistence index continues at 
MOP4,050.

These and other welfare mea-
sures will cost the government 
MOP12.352 billion.

Repeating his strategy from 
last year, the CE preferred not 
to highlight one single poli-
cy or motto (this was unusual 
in the time when mottos like 
“promoting local talents” or 
“scientific governance” were 
dominant) at the Policy Ad-
dress, which was awkwardly 
titled “Development Plan in 

paid paternity leave 
DURING YESTERDAY’S presentation, Chui pledged to amend the 
Labour Relations Law next year in order to introduce paid paternity 
leave. The law will also be revised in what concerns compensation for 
overlapping holidays. The later change aims to provide a solution for 
occasions when holidays and weekends overlap.

60 percent rebate

FOR EMPLOYED residents, the first 30 percent of annual income 
from employment will continue to be tax free, up to a ceiling of 
MOP144,000. There will be a 60 percent rebate in the 2017 fiscal year 
on the personal income tax paid by each taxpaying resident. That will 
be capped at MOP12,000, with the money returned in 2018. 

 Civil servants 
will get a 2.46 
percent salary 
raise

 
We predict that 
the economy 
could return to 
positive growth 
next year.

Policy Address reporting 
more of the same

Progress for Building a Perfect 
Home.”

Always speaking with a flat 
monotone voice and reading 
the plan, Chui showed op-
timism regarding economic 
prospects. “We predict that 
the economy could return to 
positive growth next year,” he 
said, adding that the gaming 
industry was expected to expe-
rience sustainable growth. 

The CE pledged to help stru-
ggling small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs) by “assuring 
that non-resident workers are 
hired in due time.” He also 
said that residents should 
have “priority access” to jobs.

A part of his speech was devo-
ted to educational issues. For 
eligible students, the govern-
ment will maintain allowances 
for meals and textbooks. The 
Continuing Education Pro-
gram will also continue.

One of the modifications to 
the existing policy is in regard 
to subsidies for Macau studen-
ts receiving tuition in Guang-
dong Province. That program 
will be expanded to cover two 

more cities, namely Shenzhen 
and Dongguan. In terms of 
infant care, the government 
pledges to provide more than 
7,000 subsidized places for 
childcare services for two-year- 
olds.

Regarding infrastructure, 
Chui said that the Taipa sec-
tion of the Light Rapid Tran-
sit (LRT) project is expected 
to be operational in 2019. As 
previously mentioned, the 
troubled Pac On Ferry Termi-
nal should be operational next 
year. Four types of bus rou-
tes (some faster, others with 
a linking function) are being 
implemented and four new 
parking lots will open in 2017, 
making available 3,600 new 
parking spaces. The operation 
of one hundred special taxis 
able to accommodate handi-
capped passengers will gra-
dually be implemented. 

Regarding housing, Chui 
reiterated the government’s 
intention to prioritize social 
housing in order to realize the 
motto “housing for all.” He 
pledged to build 12,600 public 

housing units as part of short 
to medium-term plan and to 
continue the existing planning 
regarding a public housing 
project on Avenida Wai Long, 
in Taipa.

The role of Macau as a plat-
form between China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries 
was also highlighted by the CE, 
who said there’s a need to train 
bilingually talented students 
in Chinese and Portuguese. He 
announced that a program for 
training Portuguese-speaking 
professionals will be develo-
ped. Chui also promised to sa-
feguard freedom of speech and 
print.

The Chief Executive will be 
at the AL today for the second 
consecutive day, tasked with 
answering lawmakers’ ques-
tions.
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We have finished 
the inspection of the 
accounting system of all 
145 junkets. Some of them 
are not satisfactory.

PAULO MARTINS CHAN

THE fourth edition 
of the MGS Enter-
tainment Show ki-
cked off yesterday 

with the theme of creativity 
and innovation.

This year’s exhibition 
space covers 12,000 squa-
re meters with the partici-
pation of hundreds of in-
ternational exhibitors.

The show is doubling its 
floor size every year, and 
it is now not only about 
gaming but also includes 
entertainment and other 
services as Macau has di-
versified its revenue away 
from gaming only, said 
Jay Chan, chairman of the 
event’s lead organization, 
the Macau Gaming Equi-
pment Manufacture Asso-
ciation (MGEMA).

Cultural and creative dis-
tricts and areas of emer-
ging technologies are the 
highlights of the show. A 
virtual reality bicycle-ra-
cing game on display at-
tracted many attendees to 
give the game a try.

“The gaming industry is 
one of the most innovati-
ve, pioneering and creati-
ve sectors in the business 
world; the MGS [Enter-
tainment Show] is aiming 
to reflect this,” said Chan.

He noted that the key 
focus this year is to make 
the event a home for in-
novation and creativity, 
which means attracting 
the newest platforms and 
systems in technology and 
the latest creative ideas 
behind gaming and enter-

THE Macau football team has been defeated in 
the Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Solida-

rity Cup final. The team was defeated 1-0 by Nepal 
who, as the tournament winners, proceeded to lift 
the AFC Solidarity Cup 2016 after the match in the 
Sarawak Stadium in Kuching of Malaysia last night. 

According to Kathmandu Post, it was “an exciting 
final” to the international tournament, while The 
Himalayan Times wrote that Nepal “completely do-
minated” Macau in both halves of the match. 

The winning goal was scored by Nepal’s Sujal 

HONG Kong tycoon 
Joseph Lau published 

full-page adverts – or “an-
nouncements” - in several 
newspapers in the HKSAR 
yesterday seeking to clari-
fy that he had broken up 
with his former girlfriend, 
Yvonne Lui, in 2014.

The announcement, whi-
ch takes the form of a fi-
ve-point letter, was issued 
“to make it clear there 
is no more relationship 
between Ms Lui and me, 
and hope there will be no 
further untrue reports or 
speculation in this con-
nection [sic].”

Lau also said that any 
continuing connection 
with Lui was solely for the 
purpose of their two in-
fant children and fulfilling 

THE government has 
initiated a public con-

sultation period on pos-
sible changes to the laws 
regarding the manage-
ment of Macau’s mariti-
me areas. Starting from 
yesterday, the consulta-
tion will run for a 30-day 
period in order to collect 
feedback from the public. 
The consultation will end 
on December 14. 

Five government de-
partments; the Legal Af-
fairs Bureau (DSAJ), the 
Macau Economic Service 
(DSE), the Environmen-
tal Protection Bureau 
(DSPA), the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Offi-
ce (MGTO), and the Ma-
rine and Water Bureau, 
jointly announced this 
information earlier this 
week. 

The laws’ articles point 
out some basic directions 
with regard to the mana-
gement of Macau’s sea by 
the local government. Ar-
ticles concerning each sea 
area’s function, manage-
ment, environmental pro-
tection, economic develo-
pment, as well as penal-

ties for offences, among 
other issues, have been 
included in these laws. 

Focusing on the propo-
sed rules around environ-
mental protection, there 
are seven main measures 
which the government 
will pursue. These inclu-
de the supervision of the 
sea environment, promo-
ting the establishment of 
an information platform 
regarding the sea, evalua-
ting the sea environment 
regularly, and researching 
and implementing a con-
trolling system for pollu-
tion discharges. 

According to the depart-
ments involved, there will 
be two public consultation 
sessions arranged within 
the next 30 days, althou-
gh no schedule has been 
confirmed yet. 

Carmen Maria Chung, 
head of the law drafting 
division of DSAJ, confir-
med that the departments 
are expecting the laws to 
be forwarded to the Le-
gislative Assembly in the 
second half of 2017, after 
the new AL comes into po-
sition. 

Lau publishes break-up 
in newspaper adverts

his “responsibility as their 
father.”

“We confirmed [after the 
separation] that we owe 
each other nothing and we 
have no right to make any 
claim against the other in 
respect of our respective 
assets,” he added later in 
the document.

Lau was found guilty in 
2014 of corruption in con-
nection to the case against 
Macau’s former Secretary 
for Transport and Public 
Works, Ao Man Long. The 
Hong Kong tycoon was sen-
tenced to jail in absentia for 
over five years but has been 
able to avoid the deten-
tion by remaining in Hong 
Kong, which is still yet to 
sign an extradition treaty 
with the MSAR.

Marine management 
law to go through a 30-
day consultation period

MGS Entertainment 
Show focused on 
creativity and innovation 

tainment.
A series of seminars and 

other special events will 
also be hosted during the 
three-day exhibition. 

Meanwhile, the director 
of the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ) Paulo Martins 
Chan pledged that the Bu-
reau is working on new 
standards for the gaming 

industry in a bid to provi-
de further appraisal stan-
dards for junkets’ repre-
sentatives.

Yet, in a keynote speech 
he delivered yesterday, the 
head of the local gaming 
regulator still seemed to 
be apprehensive about the 
gross gaming revenue of 
the region’s casinos.

“There’s still instability or 

factors that will affect our 
economy, so we can’t say 
that we are already very 
safe,” Chan said. Howe-
ver, he cited the Bureau’s 
belief that there would be 
more stable growth of the 
region’s gaming revenue in 
the future.

He noted that they are 
trying to create an indus-
try that features “integrity 
and quality,” further no-
ting that the Bureau has 
been working hard on this 
vision.

DICJ previously announ-
ced an 8.8 percent year-on- 
year growth in October to 
MOP21.92 billion, a reve-
nue increase for the third 
straight month.

Chan stressed that junke-
ts are a vital component of 
the whole gaming industry, 
despite also giving impor-
tance to the mass market.

The Bureau’s head also 
noted that the regulator 
had finished auditing the 
financial statements of 
junket operators in Ma-
cau, revealing that some 
19 junkets did not meet 
the new accounting requi-
rements announced this 
year.

“We have finished the 
inspection of the accoun-
ting system of all 145 
junkets. Some of them are 
not satisfactory,” Chan 
noted. He announced that 
the Bureau would monitor 
improvements until the 
end of this year, which is 
the time for reappraisal of 
junket licenses. MDT/Xinhua

Macau defeated in Solidarity Cup final

Shrestha in the first half of the game. 
The title is Nepal’s third international victory this 

year, having won the Bangabandhu Gold Cup in Ban-
gladesh and the SAFF Games men’s football gold 
medal in India. Meanwhile, on Monday evening Laos 
defeated Brunei Darussalam 3-2 at the Sarawak Sta-
dium, to secure third place in the Asian tournament. 

The AFC Solidarity Cup is an international tourna-
ment created for countries that lose the first quali-
fying round of the 2018 World Cup or the second 
play-off in the 2019 AFC Asian Cup qualifiers.

Paulo Martins Chan
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Daniel Beitler

IN a recent academic journal 
article, a University of Ma-

cau (UM) education professor 
has contributed to a discour-
se on cultural barriers in how 
Western teachers tailor their 
approach to Chinese class-
rooms. 

Specifically, the paper, which 
is titled “Silence and Silencing 
in the Classroom of Portugue-
se as a Foreign Language in 
Macau: Identity and Intercul-
turality” and is authored by 
Professor Roberval Teixeira e 
Silva, attempts to break down 
conceptions about the differen-
ces in the vocal responsiveness 
between Western and Chinese 
students.

According to the paper’s pre-
face, the study addresses what 

EDUCATION

UM professor challenges 
views of classroom silence

Teixeira e Silva terms “an intri-
guing element that most Wes-
tern teachers face in language 
classrooms in China: the so-cal-

led ‘Silence of the East’”.
“In language classrooms and 

especially in situations in which 
Western teachers are engaged 

with Eastern students, silence 
can acquire connotations of a 
cultural barrier,” wrote Teixeira 
e Silva. This has resulted in the 
contrasting slogan: “the silent 
East versus the talkative West.”

Drawing on his background 
in Portuguese education, in-
cluding the professor’s own 
ten-year tenure as a foreign 
language teacher in Brazil as 
well as those of his peers in 
education in Macau, Teixeira 
e Silva offers mild criticism of 
the Western interpretation of 
classroom silence which fails to 
consider other perspectives on 
society, culture and language.

“This silence in Chinese clas-
srooms is usually understood 
from the socio-cultural point 
of view of the teachers […] nor-
mally [creating] a restricted 
and stereotypical identity of 
Chinese students as silent and 
hence passive,” concludes Tei-
xeira e Silva.

However, classroom silence, 
even without taking into con-
sideration cultural perspective, 
can be the outcome of a variety 
of causes for the child in ques-

tion. It can signal “resistance, 
boredom, respect, discoura-
gement, disinterest, thought-
fulness, or such interactional 
strategies as denial, agreement, 
request, warning, command, 
threat, [or] confirmation.”

Therefore silence can be a po-
sitive or negative indicator and 
its “inherent ambiguity” means 
that “one of the best ways to un-
derstand the meanings of silen-
ce is to analyze interactions as 
they occur.”

Within the context of Chinese 
classrooms and Chinese cultu-
re, Teixeira e Silva’s studies into 
Portuguese language education 
in Macau finds that children 
are mostly compliant with cul-
tural expectations. The silence, 
he writes, “is not intrinsic to 
the students, but a cultural de-
mand.”

“In fact when the Chinese 
students keep silent in a class-
room, they are not being passi-
ve, but rather acting according 
to cultural indoctrination,” he 
claims.

Teixeira e Silva is a professor 
at the UM’s Department of Por-
tuguese, as well as a consultant 
for Macau’s Education and You-
th Affairs Bureau. His educatio-
nal qualifications and research 
areas of interest include Portu-
guese language and linguistics, 
and cultural and educational 
interaction in Sino-Brazilian 
exchange.

OTHER studies and experiments have 
surfaced in recent years, contrasting 

and exploring Western and Chinese teaching 
styles.

Last year a BBC television show aired on 
Hong Kong’s TVB Pearl, where some 50 British 
children aged between 13 and 14 were taught 
by Chinese teachers under a regime inspired by 
the Chinese education system – though appa-
rently greatly exaggerated.

Intended partly as an experiment and partly as 

entertainment, the documentary–drama sou-
ght to raise a discussion about the relative meri-
ts of the British and Chinese systems. However, 
cultural expectations ingrained in the teenage 
students proved a resistant barrier to overcome, 
even for the veteran Chinese teachers.

The documentary-drama was inspired by the 
success of Shanghai municipality in topping 
the Programme for International Student As-
sessment tables – an index that compares edu-
cational achievement across the world.

Chinese-style teaching trialed in Britain
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THE Nordic welfare 
utopias of former pre-

sidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders are feeling the pin-
ch of slowing global com-
merce. And with Donald 
Trump now threatening 
to raise trade barriers, the 
economic model that feeds 
their welfare largess will 
likely come under further 
duress. 

Denmark’s A.P. Moller- 
Maersk, the world’s largest 
shipping line, has already 
reported a dramatic drop 
in profit amid plummeting 
shipping rates while wind 
turbine maker Vestas Wind 
Systems has seen its sha-
res plunge. Sweden saw the 
value of its krona sink to its 
weakest level in more than 
six years on the news that 
Trump had won the race to 
the White House.

The unexpected result of 
the U.S. election is seen as 
further evidence of what the 
World Trade Organization 
calls “the threat of creeping 
protectionism.” On Nov. 10, 
it slashed its trade growth 

projection for 2016, to 1.7 
percent from 2.8 percent.

The trend spells trouble 
for Scandinavia’s small and 
open economies, which rank 
high in the KOF worldwide 
Globalization Index. One 
potential victim is their ge-
nerous welfare states, as it 
relies on a strong, export-
driven economy. 

“So far, their view on trade 
has been a bit worrying, no 
doubt about it,” Swedish Pri-
me Minister Stefan Lofven 
said of Trump and his team.

There’s at least one Scandi-
navian multinational that’s 
smiling, however.

Novo Nordisk, the world’s 
largest insulin maker, saw 
it’s shares tumble as it en-
dured a political attack from 
Sanders over its retail prices. 
But its shares bounced back 
after the U.S. presidential 
election, with Friedrich-
sen noting that “the risk of 
massive interventions from 
the government on insulin 
prices have been massively 
reduced with Trump as pre-
sident.”

Bernie Sanders’ Nordic 
welfare utopias risk 
thumping by Trump

SINGAPORE home sales 
rose to the highest in more 

than a year in October as deve-
lopers marketed more projects 
on pent-up demand from ho-
mebuyers.

Developers sold 1,252 units 
last month, compared with 509 
units in September, according 
to data released yesterday by 
the Urban Redevelopment Au-
thority. That’s the biggest mon-
thly sales tally since July 2015, 
the data showed.

Developers launched 1,467 
units last month in Singapo-
re, more than three times the 
number in September. The lar-
gest sales came from the Forest 
Woods project by Serangoon 
Green Pte which sold 364 units 
of the 519 marketed. The Alps 
project by MCC Land sold 334 
of 626 units launched for sale.

The surge in sales came even 
as Singapore’s government 
has been steadfast in its com-
mitment to cool the housing 
market, maintaining real esta-
te curbs rolled out since 2009. 
Singapore’s home prices and 
sales have eased since the go-

PROPERTY

Singapore home sales climb to 
highest in more than a year

vernment began introducing 
housing curbs, with some of the 
strictest measures implemen-
ted in 2013.

The city-state’s home prices 
dropped for a 12th quarter in 
the three months ended Sept. 
30, and residential values are 
down 11 percent from their 
peak three years ago. The exis-
ting stock of unsold homes may 
take three years to sell, accor-
ding to Augustine Tan, Presi-
dent of the Real Estate Develo-
pers’ Association of Singapore. 
In addition to the oversupply, 
home vacancy rates are at their 
highest in more than 11 years, 

Tan said in September.
Leaders in neighboring Hong 

Kong this month moved to cool 
property prices, raising the 
stamp duty to 15 percent for all 
residential purchases – except 
for first-time buyers who are 
permanent residents. Demo-
graphia last year found Hong 
Kong housing to be the least 
affordable it’s measured in 11 
years of surveying large urban 
markets. Singapore, while by 
no means a cheap city to own 
property, ranked 27th on the 
list with its overall affordability 
score holding steady in recent 
years. Bloomberg
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Helene Franchineau 
& Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

LIU Huizhen, a petite, soft- 
spoken farmer’s daughter 

who wants to serve her com-
munity, might seem an unlikely 
threat to China’s all-powerful 
Communist Party.

Yet, as Chinese vote yesterday 
for low-level representatives, 
authorities have responded to 
Liu’s bid as an independent 
candidate in a southwestern 
district of Beijing by sending se-
veral dozen men with buzz cuts 
and barking voices to follow her 
around and prevent her from 
meeting with voters.

The controls reflect the ru-
ling party’s determination to 
maintain a rock-solid hold on 
politics at all levels, galvanized 
in recent years by President Xi 
Jinping’s steady accumulation 
of political authority that has 
made him the most power-
ful Chinese leader since Deng 
Xiaoping in the 1980s.

“My reason for joining in the 
people’s congress elections is 
simple and innocent. Everyo-
ne has the right to take part in 
elections,” Liu, 45, said in a re-
cent interview. “These people 
are really taking it too far.”

An initial attempt to inter-
view Liu at the shack she’s been 
living in since her home was 
demolished was blocked by at 
least seven men who identified 
themselves only as “volunteers” 
and parked a car across the 
road to block access.

Interviewed later over Face-
Time, a video chat service, Liu 
said 10 to 20 people were out-
side her door and keeping her 
from leaving.

Such harassment appears rou-
tine for independent candidates 
amid elections for more than 2 
million members of county and 

A Chinese farmer who 
murdered a local of-

ficial with a modified nail 
gun after his house was 
torn down was executed 
yesterday, in a case that 
had prompted a rare de-
bate about government 
abuse of power.

Jia Jinglong was put 
to death in the northern 
city of Shijiazhuang after 
a final visit with family 
members, the official Xi-
nhua News Agency said. 
That followed the high 
court’s rejection of his fi-
nal appeal last month.

The February 2015 
murder had garnered 
sympathy among some 
Chinese angry with hau-

 Party officials 
interfere by 
screening 
candidates, 
preventing 
undesirables 
from running 
or even taking 
office should 
they win

Beijing harasses independent 
candidates for low-level offices

district people’s congresses, the 
only level of citizens’ represen-
tatives selected by direct vote. 
Across the country, indepen-
dents report being kept under 
tight supervision and prevented 
from campaigning.

Grassroots pro-democracy ac-
tivist Yao Lifa, who has been in-
termittently detained since first 
winning election in 1998, has 
been out of contact for weeks, 
apparently while under deten-
tion, supporters say. Yao has 
been prevented from running 
for his old seat.

Xi’s administration has war-
ned consistently against the 
pernicious influence of Wes-
tern concepts such as free spee-
ch and multiparty democracy, 
while pursuing a brawny take 
on Chinese nationalism that 
has manifested itself in an as-
sertive push for dominance in 
Asia.

Donald Trump’s election in a 
highly divisive campaign in the 
United States is seen as bolste-
ring such sentiments, with Bei-
jing’s leaders increasingly con-
vinced that their authoritarian 
system will prove triumphant 
while America’s global influen-

ce steadily declines, analysts 
say.

“If China wants to say demo-
cracy is not a good thing, this 
[U.S. election] certainly is good 
for them,” said David Zweig, di-
rector of the Center on China’s 
Transnational Relations at the 
Hong Kong University of Scien-
ce and Technology.

This year’s local polls are par-
ticularly significant as a pre-
cursor to the selection of the 
roughly 2,300 delegates to next 
year’s party national congress, 
where Xi will gain a second five- 
year term as party chief.

Despite the various barriers 
imposed, the elections have at-
tracted a wave of independent 
candidates hailing broadly from 
China’s burgeoning “rights de-
fense” movement. They include 
those seeking redress over per-
sonal issues such as the confis-
cation of property and idealists 
working for fair competition in 

politics, said Li Fan, an advoca-
te of elections reforms in China.

“They want to use the position 
of people’s congress delegates 
to first, have their say, and se-
cond, to use legal means to vote 
or take policy actions to super-
vise and rein in illegal govern-
ment actions,” said Li. An addi-
tional motivation comes from 
the protection such representa-
tives enjoy from arrest and de-
tention, he said.

“They’re not government offi-
cials so their power is limited, 
but they have the right to speak 
and to supervise government,” 
Li said, pointing to the example 
of past delegates to Beijing’s 
Haidian district congress who 
passed measures to allow the 
children of migrants to attend 
local schools.

On the surface, the rules for 
registering as a candidate are 
simple and inclusive. Apart 
from those put forward by the 

party, official organizations or 
government work units, candi-
dates need endorsements from 
just 10 supporters to qualify for 
the polls.

In reality, however, the go-
vernment and party officials 
interfere by screening candi-
dates, preventing undesirables 
from running or even taking 
office should they win, advoca-
cy group China Human Rights 
Defenders said in a recent re-
port.

Most would-be independen-
ts are party members or have 
received some form of official 
approval and can be expected to 
toe the party line, said Li, who 
was interviewed in Hong Kong.

While China has eight mostly 
tiny minority parties, they exist 
only to advise and assist the 
ruling party, not to offer a po-
litical alternative. The country’s 
rulers treat the idea of a loyal 
opposition as anathema and 
even factionalism within the 
Communist Party is formally 
condemned.

Because people’s congresses 
at the city, provincial and na-
tional level are mainly elected 
by delegates at the next-lowest 
level, their loyalty to the ruling 
party is virtually assured. Only 
delegates to congresses at the 
county, township and urban 
district level are directly elec-
ted.

Following a brief period of 
openness, the government’s 
attitude toward independent 
candidates began hardening a 
decade ago and grew especially 
tough during elections in 2011 
as Xi was preparing to take 
power, Li said.

“The law hasn’t changed. It’s 
the government’s attitude that 
has changed,” Li said.

Liu, the Beijing candidate, 
said that given the oppressive 
surveillance, she’s been limited 
to communicating with poten-
tial voters via China’s popular 
but heavily censored microblo-
gging services. The entire expe-
rience has been depressing, she 
allows.

“It’s affecting my life. I’m fee-
ling the pressure,” Liu said. AP

Farmer who killed official with nail gun executed
ghty officialdom, and two 
state-run newspapers pu-
blished calls for Jia to be 
spared. The China Dai-
ly editorialized that “Jia 
would probably not have 
acted as he did if his loss 
had been properly taken 
care of.”

Jia had opposed his ho-
me’s 2013 demolition to 
make way for a new deve-
lopment and felt he wasn’t 
adequately compensated. 
His planned marriage was 
then called off and, bitter 
and depressed, he began 
plotting the killing of the 

leading Communist Party 
official in his village, He 
Jianhua. On Feb. 19 last 
year, Jia approached the 
55-year-old at an official 
gathering and shot him in 
the back of the head with 
a single nail.

He’s killing was “cruel in 
the extreme and the effect 
on society was extremely 
negative,” Xinhua quo-
ted the Supreme People’s 
Court saying in its ruling 
issued last month.

Land seizures and go-
vernment corruption 
are major sources of dis-

content in China, where 
the legal system remains 
weak and ordinary citi-
zens have few channels to 
seek redress.

Local governments are 
heavily reliant on land 
sales for revenue, resul-
ting in the frequent use 
of strong-arm tactics in 
housing demolitions. Of-
ficials sometimes collude 
with real estate develo-
pers to pocket generous 
kickbacks for themselves, 
giving them more incenti-
ve to force residents from 
their homes. AP

A resident is escorted after voting at a polling station in Beijing

Jia Jingyuan, sister of Jia Jinglong
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TWO newly elected 
Hong Kong separatist 
lawmakers who altered 
their oaths by adding an-

ti-China insults were disqualified 
from taking office in a court deci-
sion yesterday.

A High Court judge ruled that Si-
xtus Leung and Yau Wai-ching of 
the Youngspiration party violated 
a section of the semiautonomous 
Chinese city’s mini-constitution, 
the Basic Law, as well as laws co-
vering oaths taken by officials.

The judge sided with Hong 
Kong’s leader, Chief Executive 
Leung Chun-ying, and Justice Se-
cretary Rimsky Yuen, who had fi-
led a legal challenge aimed at pre-
venting the two from taking their 
seats, arguing that they had effec-
tively declined to take their oaths 
by distorting them at the swearing- 
in ceremony last month.

The provocative tactics by Leu-
ng, 30, and Yau, 25, also included 
displaying a flag that said “Hong 
Kong is Not China” and using an 
old-fashioned derogatory Japa-
nese term for China. Yau inserted 
a curse word into her pledge while 
Leung crossed his fingers.

In an unprecedented step, Bei-
jing responded by handing down 
its own interpretation of the Ba-
sic Law last week, circumventing 
Hong Kong’s courts and raising 
fears that the city’s wide auto-
nomy and independent judiciary 
under Chinese rule were being 
undermined.

 
With the gov’t 
exerting so 
much pressure 
on the judicial 
powers, I had 
expected this 
ruling.

YAU WAI-CHING
LAWMAKER, YOUNGSPIRATION

HONG KONG 

Localist lawmakers-elect lose 
legal battle over altered oaths

China’s top legislative panel, the 
National People’s Congress Stan-
ding Committee, sparked protests 
with its decision that anyone ad-
vocating independence for Hong 
Kong should be disqualified from 
office, ruling out a second chance 
for Leung and Yau to take their 
oaths.

Hong Kong courts are required 
to enforce such rulings, though 
Justice Thomas Au said it had no 
effect on his decision.

“By seeking to make a mockery 

of China and the People’s Repu-
blic of China in a derogatory and 
humiliating manner, it is objecti-
vely plain that Mr. Leung and Ms. 
Yau refused to pledge allegiance 
to the Hong Kong Special Admi-
nistrative Region as an inalienab-
le part of the People’s Republic of 
China,” the judge said.

Sixtus and Yau said afterward 
that they were discussing their 
next steps, including whether to 
appeal. “With the government 
exerting so much pressure on the 

judicial powers, I had expected 
this ruling,” Yau said outside the 
court.

The decision raises questions 
about the fates of several other 
lawmakers who brandished props 
or shouted slogans while taking 
their oaths, including some who 
were allowed a second chance. CY 
Leung, as Hong Kong’s leader is 
known, declined to say before the 
ruling whether the government 

would seek to disqualify the other 
lawmakers, according to the Sou-
th China Morning Post.

Sixtus Leung and Yau, who were 
among six localist lawmakers 
elected in September, had their 
oaths voided after they mispro-
nounced the country’s name and 
unfurled banners proclaiming 
“Hong Kong IS NOT China.” 
When the Legislative Council 
president announced a do-over, 
Leung sued to block the move and 
vacate their seats.

Any attempt to disqualify more 
lawmakers risks sparking unrest, 
said Michael Davis, a former law 
professor who taught at city uni-
versities from 1985 until retiring 
this year.

“To target people who are in 
opposition and bar them from 
the political process is certainly 
going to move resistance onto the 
street,” he told Radio Television 
Hong Kong before the ruling. “I 
can’t see how reasonable people 
could come to such an approach.” 
MDT/Agencies

Newly elected Hong Kong lawmaker Yau Wai-ching
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Natnicha Chuwiruch 
& Tassanee Vejpongsa, Bangkok

TESTIMONY began yester-
day in the trial of two men 

accused of carrying out a bom-
bing at a Bangkok landmark 
last year that killed 20 people, 
after a dispute over the defen-
dants’ translators had delayed 
the proceedings.

Mieraili Yusufu and Bilal 
Mohammad, Chinese nationals 
from the Muslim Uighur mino-
rity, have pleaded not guilty in 
the Aug. 17, 2015, bombing of 
the Erawan shrine, which is po-
pular among Chinese and other 
tourists. Fourteen of the dead 
were tourists, and many Chine-
se were among the 120 people 
injured.

The first witness, a police of-
ficer, began testifying after the 
court overruled defense objec-
tions that two translators pro-
vided by the Chinese Embassy 
might be prejudiced against the 
defendants. The defense argued 
that China does not respect Ui-

THAILAND

Trial of Bangkok bomb suspects 
starts after translator row

ghurs (pronounced WEE-gurs), 
but the court said there was no 
evidence that the translators 
would be biased.

Three observers from the 

Chinese Embassy attended the 
trial, which is being held in 
a military court. Since a May 
2014 army coup toppled Thai-
land’s government, military 

courts have handled criminal 
cases deemed to involve natio-
nal security.

The charges against the de-
fendants include conspiracy 
to explode bombs and commit 
premeditated murder.

“I saw many people with se-
rious injuries and many dead. 
The shrine itself was damaged,” 
testified Lt. Col. Somkiat Ploy-
tubtim, who was part of the po-
lice investigation team.

Thai authorities say a peo-
ple-smuggling gang whose 
activities were disrupted by 
a crackdown carried out the 
bombing as revenge. Howe-
ver, some analysts suspected 
it might have been the work of 
Uighur separatists angry that 
in July 2015, Thailand forcibly 
repatriated scores of Uighurs to 
China, where they may be per-
secuted.

The start of the trial had been 
aborted several times, largely 
because of a failure to find ca-
pable translators.

The court said it would accept 

the defense attorney’s letter of 
objection and consider it sepa-
rately, but noted that the de-
fendants failed to object earlier 
when the court notified them 
of their intention to contact the 
Chinese Embassy for a transla-
tor. It characterized their objec-
tions yesterday as an effort to 
stall the proceedings.

The defendants are the only 
two suspects in custody out of 
the 17 people that authorities 
say were responsible for the 
bombing, one of the deadliest 
acts of violence in Bangkok in 
decades. Some of the 15 other 
suspects are Turks, with whom 
Uighurs share ethnic bonds. 
Beijing charges that some Ui-
ghurs are Islamist terrorists 
and that some have been smu-
ggled out of China to join Isla-
mic State fighters in Syria via 
Turkey.

Police say the case against 
the two men is supported by 
closed-circuit television foo-
tage, witnesses, DNA mat-
ching and physical evidence, 
in addition to their confes-
sions. Police believe Yusufu 
detonated the bomb minutes 
after a backpack containing 
the device was left at the shri-
ne by Bilal, also known as 
Adem Karadag.

However, the two defendants 
have said they were tortured in 
custody to confess, a charge re-
jected by the court. AP

Police officers escort suspects in the Aug. 17 blast at Erawan Shrine, Bilal 
Mohammad (front), and Mieraili Yusufu (rear), as they arrive at a military court in 
Bangkok
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LONDON’S Times 
newspaper says a 
leaked memo prepared 
for Britain’s Cabinet Of-

fice says the government has no 
plan for leaving the European 
Union and may need to hire up 
to 30,000 people to comple-
te the country’s exit from the 
28-nation bloc.

The newspaper reported yes-
terday that the memo says spli-
ts within Prime Minister The-
resa May’s team have delayed 
development of a negotiating 
strategy and that it may take 
another six months to come up 
with a plan.

The government plans to tri-
gger the formal process of lea-
ving the EU by April.

The Nov. 7 memo written by 
a consultant says that “despite 
extended debate among [de-
partment] permanent secreta-
ries, no common strategy has 
emerged.”

It says this is partly because 
May is “drawing in decisions 
and details to settle matters 
herself.”

Britain’s vote to leave the Eu-
ropean Union and the election 
of Donald Trump have trans-
formed the world in a year, 
Theresa May said, in a speech 
arguing that governments must 
heed people’s concerns about 
the impact of globalization on 
jobs and communities, the As-
sociated Press reported.

In a major foreign policy spee-
ch at the annual Lord Mayor’s 
Banquet in London, May said 
“change is in the air” and “it’s 
the job of politicians to res-
pond.”

She said Britain would cham-
pion free trade while managing 
“the forces of globalization so 

PRESIDENT Bara-
ck Obama arrived in 

Greece yesterday on the 
first stop of his final fo-
reign tour as president, 
the first visit to Greece by 
a sitting U.S. president 
since Bill Clinton in 1999.

Air Force One touched 
down midmorning in 
Athens after an overnight 
flight from Washington. 
Security was tight, with 
major roads shut down 
along Obama’s motor-
cade route and a ban on 
public gatherings and de-
monstrations in swathes 
of central Athens and a 
southern suburb near a 
seaside luxury hotel whe-
re Obama was staying. 
Boats were also banned 
from sailing near the 
coastline at the hotel’s lo-
cation.

More than 5,000 police 
were deployed in the ca-
pital’s streets for the two-
day visit. Left-wing and 
anarchist groups have 

UK

Report: Government said 
to have no plan for Brexit

that they work for all.”
The speech, to an audience of 

business leaders in London’s 
financial district, comes as the 
British government tries to 
build bridges with a U.S. pre-
sident-elect whose victory has 
surprised — and even alarmed 
— many European politicians.

British Foreign Secretary 

Boris Johnson said that it’s 
“very important not to preju-
dge the president-elect or his 
administration.” And May’s 
spokeswoman, Helen Bower, 
said Downing Street wants “an 
effective, strong working re-
lationship” with the incoming 
U.S. president.

May and Trump spoke by 

phone on Thursday, the day 
after Trump’s victory was an-
nounced. But the call has been 
overshadowed in Britain by 
Trump’s meeting Saturday with 
U.K. Independence Party lea-
der Nigel Farage, a key player 
in the U.K.’s decision to leave 
the European Union.

UKIP issued a gleeful press 

release accompanied by a pic-
ture of the two men, beaming 
side-by-side in front of a gol-
den elevator at Trump Tower in 
New York.

May firmly rejected sugges-
tions that she should use Fara-
ge — a political foe of her Con-
servative party — as a go-be-
tween with Trump’s team.

Theresa May, who took office 
when David Cameron resigned 
after losing the June referen-
dum on EU membership, has 
stressed the need to help those 
who feel left behind by the eco-
nomic and social changes of re-
cent decades.

Years of recession and econo-
mic uncertainty since the 2008 
global financial crisis have hel-
ped fuel resentments that drove 
the votes for Trump and Brexit.

May told a black-tie dinner at 
London’s medieval Guildhall: 
“We meet in a world transfor-
med.”

She denied having an “an-
ti-business agenda,” saying li-
beralization and globalization 
are forces for good, and “free 
markets and tree trade” are 
the best way to lift people out 
of poverty. But she added that 
governments must help people 
who have seen “their jobs being 
outsourced and wages under-
cut.” MDT/Agencies

Obama arrives in Greece at start of his final foreign tour

planned protest demons-
trations for early today 
[Macau time], while an 
armed anarchist group 
has called for “attacks 
and clashes” to disrupt 
Obama’s visit. Clinton’s 
visit, which came during 
the height of U.S. inter-

vention in the wars en-
suing from the breakup of 
Yugoslavia, was marked 
with extensive violent de-
monstrations.

While anti-American 
sentiment has been mu-
ted over the past few 
years in Greece, many in 

the country regard the 
U.S. with misgivings, 
a sentiment stemming 
mostly from America’s 
backing of the military 
dictatorship that gover-
ned the country from 
1967 to 1974. Obama’s vi-
sit comes two days before 
the Nov. 17 anniversary 
of the junta’s 1973 bloody 
crackdown on a student 
uprising, which is marked 
each year by a protest 
march to the U.S. Embas-
sy which frequently turns 
violent.

Defense Minister Panos 
Kammenos and the US 
Ambassador to Greece, 
Geoffrey Pyatt, were on 
the tarmac at the airport 
to greet Obama, who ste-
pped off Air Force One 
onto a red carpet. About 
100 members of a mili-
tary honor guard were 
waiting, in navy and 
green uniforms, some 
with bayonets.

Obama then headed to 

his hotel ahead of his first 
meeting with President 
Prokopis Pavlopoulos. 
He was then to hold talks 
with Prime Minister Ale-
xis Tsipras, followed by 
a joint news conference. 
Pavlopoulos will host an 
official dinner for Obama 
at the presidential man-
sion in the evening.

Today, Obama is sche-
duled to tour the Acro-
polis and give a major 
speech about democracy 
and globalization before 
flying on to Berlin. From 
Germany, Obama will 
travel to Peru for an Asian 
economic summit before 
returning to Washington 
on Saturday.

Obama’s trip will be do-
minated by questions and 
concerns about President- 
elect Donald Trump. 
Obama has been working 
to reassure foreign lea-
ders the U.S. won’t aban-
don its partnerships and 
alliance obligations des-

pite Trump’s tough cam-
paign rhetoric.

Greece’s government 
has hailed Obama’s visit 
as being of “huge impor-
tance” for both Greece 
and Europe. The coun-
try’s left-led coalition go-
vernment has been stru-
ggling to pull Greece out 
of six years of a vicious fi-
nancial crisis that has de-
vastated its economy and 
left more than a quarter 
of the workforce unem-
ployed. Despite the U.S. 
election, the government 
has been pinning its ho-
pes on the U.S. president 
to help persuade some of 
the country’s more reluc-
tant international credi-
tors, such as Germany, to 
grant it significant debt 
relief.

Without a cut in its debt, 
Athens says, it cannot 
hope to recover economi-
cally — an argument also 
supported by the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund. AP

U.S. President Barack Obama walks next to Greek National Defence 
Minister Panos Kammenos (right), after his arrival at the Athens 
International Airport Eleftherios Venizelos
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Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May
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what’s ON ...

“MeMories of MoMents - Macao and 
Lusophone african and asian regions in 
photograph postcards” exhibition
tiMe: 10am-6pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
untiL: December 4, 2016 
Venue: Archives of Macau, No. 91-93, Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida, Macau
adMission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

art courses student’s exhibition of the 
Macau MuseuM of art
tiMe: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
untiL: November 27, 2106 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
adMission: MOP5 (free admission on Sundays and 
public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

a sexagenary reVision - Masters of the 
Macao artists society
tiMe: 10am-7pm (closed on Mondays, open on 
public holidays, no admission after 6:30 pm) 
untiL: December 4, 2016
Venue: Handover Gifts Museum of Macao, Av. Xian 
Xing Hai Macao 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

edgar degas: figures in Motion - a 
coLLection of 74 bronze scuLptures
tiMe: 12pm-9pm (Closed on Mondays, except 
public holidays)
untiL: November 20, 2106
Venue: MGM Art Space, Macau
adMission: Free
enquiries: (852) 3678 0150

Macau giant panda paViLion 
tiMe: 10am-1pm and 2pm-5pm daily (Except 
Mondays, closed on the following day instead if a 
public holiday falls on Monday and no admission 
after 4:45 pm; six viewings per day) 
Venue: Seac Pai Van Park, Coloane  
adMission: MOP10 
enquiries: Civil and Municipal Affairs Bureau (853) 
2833 7676

this day in history

Seven men who took part in an £8m bank robbery 
have received jail terms totalling nearly 100 years. 

The raid at the Bank of America in Mayfair, London, 
last year is believed to be the world’s biggest. 

Passing sentence, Judge Alan King-Hamilton said 
he was determined the thieves would not enjoy the 
fruits of their haul, only £500,000 of which has been 
recovered. 

“What has been concealed will remain salted away 
so far as you are concerned for a great many years. 

“Whatever has happened to it, it will not be used for 
your benefit,” Judge King-Hamilton said. 

Key evidence in the trial came from Stuart Buckley, 
the “inside man” who turned police informant. 

Buckley, who worked at the bank as an electrician, 
told officers the raid was the gang’s second attempt. 

They had previously tried unsuccessfully to drill 
through the bank vault’s lock. 

Buckley finally obtained the combination by hiding 
in the roof space above the vault door and peering 
through a hole in the ceiling as officials opened it. 

Judge King-Hamilton passed the longest sentences 
on those considered to be the ringleaders. 

Safe-cracker Leonard Wilde was sent to jail for 23 
years and Peter Colson, 32, a used car dealer, for 
21 years. 

The judge also ordered criminal bankruptcy orders 
for £500,000 against both men. 

Others in the gang were sentenced to periods ran-
ging from 18 years for robbery to three years for re-
ceiving stolen goods. 

However, the man said to have masterminded the 
crime appears to have escaped justice. 

Frank Maple left Britain shortly after the robbery 
and is now believed to be in the African state of Mo-
rocco which has no extradition treaty with the UK. 

                   Courtesy BBC News

1976  bank robbers jailed  
          for 100 years

in context
Stuart Buckley, who was sentenced separately, received seven 
years for his part in the raid. 
The Bank of America theft was small compared to a robbery in 
January the same year at the British Bank of the Middle East 
in Lebanon. 
The thieves escaped with safe deposit boxes whose contents 
were valued at up to £22m ($31m).

 Offbeat

While much of the world anxiously awaits what happens un-
der U.S. President-elect Donald Trump, one factory manager 
in Japan is all smiles.

Ogawa Studio, the only manufacturer of rubber masks in 
Japan, is working feverishly to catch up with a flood of orders 
for Trump masks since his election victory last week.

The 23 workers at the plant in Saitama, a city in Tokyo’s 
northern suburbs, are trying to produce 350 likenesses of 
Trump a day, up from 45 before the U.S. election, factory ex-
ecutive manager Takahiro Yagihara said yesterday.

The factory also produces masks of unsuccessful Demo-
cratic candidate Hillary Clinton, President Barack Obama and 
other Japanese and international politicians and celebrities.

Yagihara said most customers wear the masks for year-
end parties and other social gatherings. They cost 2,400 yen 
(USD22) each and are available in Japan at toy and retail 
stores and on internet shopping sites.

japan rubber-mask makers happy 
to face a trump presidency 

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:55
17:30
18:10
19:00
19:30
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Q & A on the policy report for 2017 (Live)   
Once Upon A Time S1 (Repeated)   
Precious Pearl (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Drama    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Criminal Minds S10    
Precious Pearl    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
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cinema
cineteatro
11 nov - 16 nov

YOUR NAME
room 1
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Makoto Shinkai
Language: Japonese (English  and Cantonese)
Duration: 115min

INFERNO_
room 2
2.30, 4.45, 7.15, 9.30 pm
Director: Ron Howard
Starring:  Tom Hanks, Felicity Jones, Irrfan Khan 
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 121min

TROLLS_
room 3
(2D) 2.15, 4.00, 7.30 pm
(3D) 5.45 pm
Director: Mike Mitchell. Walt Dohrn
Duration: 121min

DOCTOR STRANGE_
room 3
(2D) 9.30 pm
Director: Scott Derrickson
Starring: Benedict Cumberbatch, Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Rachel McAdams   
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 115min

macau tower
27 oct - 16 nov

DOCTOR STRANGE_
2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm
Director: Scott Derrickson
Starring: Benedict Cumberbatch, Chiwetel Ejiofor, 
Rachel McAdams   
Language: English (Cantonese)
Duration: 115min

Judge Alan King-Hamilton
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACROSS: 1- Songbirds; 6- Damon of “Good Will Hunting”; 10- Yes, there is ___!; 14- 

Pertaining to the small intestine; 15- Mogul capital until 1658; 16- Sect; 17- Jewelled 
crown worn by women; 18- Iranian coin; 19- Evens the score; 20- Unyielding; 23- 
Teacher’s favorite; 24- Salary; 25- Runner Sebastian; 26- Juan’s uncle; 27- Prepare 
teriyaki; 32- Bear in the air; 35- Stroll; 36- Cushion; 37- In spite of; 41- Tony-winning 
Hagen; 42- Capital of Tibet; 43- Like custard; 44- Fish stew; 46- Beverage commonly 
drunk in England; 48- Anger; 49- Racket; 50- In a funk; 53- Letters; 58- Horrors!; 
59- Somewhat; 60- Shake like ___; 61- Boxer Max; 62- Up ___ good; 63- Mr. Moto 
portrayer; 64- Makes a boo-boo; 65- Primates with short tails or no tail; 66- Unit of 
volume;

DOWN: 1- Illuminated; 2- Dress style; 3- Hit back, perhaps; 4- Corn syrup brand; 
5- Shrimp dish; 6- Join in wedlock; 7- Currency exchange fee; 8- Streetcar; 9- 
Anklebones; 10- Director’s shout; 11- Cavy; 
12- Designer Cassini; 13- Skid row woe; 
21- Kung ___ chicken; 22- Offshoot; 26- 
Fancy marble; 27- Pool stroke; 28- “The 
Thin Man” dog; 29- “Michael Collins” actor; 
30- Sharp taste; 31- Jittery; 32- Word on a 
quarter; 33- Roster used to assign duties; 
34- Seller of paper; 35- Excellent, slangily; 
38- Less healthy; 39- Howe’er; 40- Narc’s 
employer; 45- Mistakes; 46- Metal, often 
used as a container; 47- Ultimate goal; 
49- Bygone birds; 50- Hagar the Horrible’s 
dog; 51- Without ___ in the world; 52- Put 
off; 53- Blacken; 54- I could ___ horse!; 55- 
Cease; 56- Window piece; 57- “The Time 
Machine” people; 58- UK honor;

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

11
-4
13
4
14
15
18
20
22
16
18
16
18
27
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-6
2
11
6
6

-3
9
13
14
14

overcast/flurry
drizzle
drizzle
drizzle

drizzle/clear

0
-15
4
-3
6
-2
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15
8
9
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14
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21
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clear/haze
clear

clear/cloudy
clear/cloudy
haze/cloudy

clear
cloudy

overcast
clear

cloudy/drizzle
cloudy/drizzle

drizzle
overcast/drizzle

drizzle
cloudy
cloudy

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Just pay careful attention to what 
people are saying and you can’t 
go wrong. Misunderstandings are 
the likeliest cause of problems and 
stress right now, but you can rise 
above it all.

April 20-May 20
Buddy up with a friend or your 
sweetie to renew your commitment 
to the gym or some other healthy 
endeavor. Anything you start today 
is more likely to stick and yield 
positive results, so get on it!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Your energy is terrific, and you can 
hardly believe how smoothly the 
day goes for you. It’s a good time 
for you to start big new projects 
that require extra resources on 
your part.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Conflicting ideas could make life 
difficult for you and a close friend 
or colleague. Try not to read too 
much into it, but you almost 
certainly have to work through this 
before you can move on.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can’t stand still today — even 
if you start to feel exhausted. 
Now is the time for you to finalize 
that big project or to deal with 
whatever little problems are 
nagging at you.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re getting in deeper with 
someone — though it may not be 
a romantic affair. It’s a good time 
to work together and to see what, 
if anything, comes out of this 
partnership.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re getting a second look from 
someone important — maybe 
a potential employer, maybe a 
romantic prospect. Take care to look 
your best and make sure that you’re 
paying attention.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It’s not the best day for taking 
action — you are much better off 
dealing with circumstances as 
they arise. It may feel passive, but 
sometimes that is the best of all 
possible options.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
A big laugh comes your way fairly 
early, so you should be able to cope 
with any bad news that comes up. If 
none does, then you ought to be able 
to help a friend or colleague with 
their business.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’re in the middle of a crisis 
having to do with authority — yours 
or someone else’s. How you handle 
it is much more important than the 
outcome, so choose your actions 
with care.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Is debt an issue for you? If so, today 
is perfect for climbing out from 
under it. If not, then it may be a 
metaphor for repaying someone 
who once helped you out in some 
deep way. Get on it!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It’s the perfect day to focus on 
personal issues — so drill down 
into whatever is most important to 
you. Things should make quite a bit 
more sense by this time tomorrow 
if you do.

  Aquarius Pisces
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EVEN as their leads ex-
pand to 30 and someti-
mes 40 points, the Los 
Angeles Clippers swear 

they’re not paying attention to 
the spread.

For the NBA’s best team, it’s 
all about consistency.

Chris Paul had 21 points and 
nine assists and Blake Griffin 
added 20 points in a 127-95 
rout of the Brooklyn Nets yes-
terday [Macau time] that im-
proved the Clippers to 10-1 with 
their seventh straight victory.

“We have a singular focus,” 
Paul said. “No excuses, we said 
we’re going to come out the 
same way every night. It’s all 
about playing the right way. We 
got to keep building.”

Los Angeles came in having 
outscored opponents by an ave-
rage of 15.1 points, the largest 
in the league. Brooklyn quickly 
found itself relegated to the Cli-
ppers’ growing scrap heap.

“It’s actually good for our guys 
to see a team like this,” new 
Nets coach Kenny Atkinson 
said. “They can see how well 
they are playing and their cohe-
siveness. They’ve been together 
for a while and they’re execu-
ting well.”

Bojan Bogdanovic led the 
Nets with 18 points and Sean 
Kilpatrick added 14. Brooklyn’s 
season-high 22 turnovers led to 
35 points by the Clippers.

San Antonio’s Kawhi Leonard 

BASKETBALL | NBA

Clippers win again over Nets

had 24 points and 12 rebounds 
and LaMarcus Aldridge added 
18 points in a 94-90 victory 
over visiting Miami.

The Spurs’ projected starting 
five of Leonard, Aldridge, Pau 
Gasol, Tony Parker and Danny 

Green made its home debut af-
ter injuries to the starting back-
court led to five different star-
ting lineups in the team’s first 
nine games.

Gasol had 12 points, Parker 
added 11 points and six assists 

and Green was limited to three 
points in 15 minutes.

The Heat lost their fifth strai-
ght game. Dion Waiters, who 
hurt San Antonio in the playoffs 
last season while with Oklaho-
ma City, had 27 points for Mia-

mi. Hassan Whiteside had 23 
points and 17 rebounds.

In New Orleans, Anthony Da-
vis had 25 points, 16 rebounds, 
four steals and two blocks as 
the Pelicans won for only the 
second time in their first 11 ga-
mes, 106-105 over the Boston 
Celtics.

Langston Galloway scored a 
season-high 21 points, while 
Terrence Jones added 15 points 
and a season-high 10 rebounds 
for New Orleans, which has won 
two of three after an 0-8 start.

Isaiah Thomas scored 37 for 
Boston, including a driving 
scoop that tied the game with 7 
seconds left. But Boston’s Kelly 
Olynyk fouled New Orleans 
guard Tim Frazier with 2.5 se-
conds left, and Frazier sank one 
free throw for the margin of vic-
tory.

In other games, Indiana won 
88-69 at home to Orlando, 
Houston thrashed the visiting 
Philadelphia 115-88, the New 
York Knicks won 93-77 at home 
to Dallas, Detroit won 104-88 
at home to Oklahoma City, and 
Memphis won 102-96 at Salt 
Lake City. AP

Los Angeles Clippers guard Chris Paul (left), attempts to pass as Brooklyn Nets forward Rondae Hollis-Jefferson reaches in 
during the first half of an NBA basketball game
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NYPD boosts securitY for 
thaNksgiviNg ParaDe after threat 

The New York Police Department plans to 
beef up security for next week’s Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day Parade after a recent edition of a 
magazine published by the Islamic State called 
the event an “excellent target.”

The Nov. 11 edition of Rumiyah, the terrorist 
group’s English language propaganda magazine, 
focused on vehicular attacks and specifically hi-

ghlighted the iconic parade through Manhattan.
John Miller, the NYPD’S deputy commissio-

ner of intelligence and counterterrorism, says 
police had already implemented precautionary 
measures for such an attack. Miller says he goes 
to the parade every year and he advises both 
New Yorkers and visitors alike to still show up 
on Nov. 24.

85-115
Bad

SEQUESTERED in his 
Manhattan high-rise, 

President-elect Donald 
Trump is preparing to fill 
key foreign policy posts. 
Former New York Mayor 
Rudy Giuliani has emerged 
as the favorite to serve as 
secretary of state, a senior 
Trump official said.

Although Giuliani has litt-
le foreign policy experien-
ce, the official said there 
was no real competition for 
the job as the nation’s top 
diplomat. However, a se-
cond official cautioned that 
John Bolton, a former U.S. 
ambassador to the United 
Nations, remained in con-
tention for the key post. 
Both officials requested 
anonymity because they 
were not authorized to dis-
cuss the process by name.

The New York billionaire 
also was considering tapping 
Richard Grenell as U.S. am-
bassador to the United Na-

tions, a move that would 
bring some experience and 
diversity to his nascent ad-
ministration. Grenell, who 
served as U.S. spokesman 
at the U.N. under President 
George W. Bush, would be 
the first openly gay person 
to fill a Cabinet-level foreign 
policy post.

The personnel mo-
ves under consideration 
were confirmed by people 
with direct knowledge of 
Trump’s thinking who were 
not authorized to publicly 
disclose private discus-
sions.

Giuliani, 72, would be an 
out-of-box choice to lead 
the State Department. A 
former mayor, federal pro-
secutor and top Trump ad-
viser, Giuliani is known for 
his hard-line law-and-or-
der views. Bolton has years 
of federal government ex-
perience, but he has also 
raised eyebrows with some 

95-125
Bad

105-135
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opinion

How to keep Steve Bannon 
out of tHe wHite HouSe

As Donald Trump builds his administration, it’s 
important to distinguish between his legitimate 
decisions on personnel and policy - even those 
that differ substantially from mainstream ones - 
and the scarier actions that need to be resisted by 
everyone committed to democracy.

Take the first big announcements on filling jobs 
at the White House. As the new chief of staff, Rein-
ce Priebus, the Republican National Committee 
chairman, is not the worst possible choice.  

But the president-elect also has chosen Steve 
Bannon as chief strategist and senior counselor. 
By announcing the two appointments together, 
Trump is suggesting the two may have compara-
ble clout. Thus, Bannon is about to become one of 
the most influential people in the country. 

Bannon is a longtime professional bigot, as do-
cumented by the Southern Poverty Law Center 
among others. When both the Anti-Defamation 
League and the Council on American-Islamic Re-
lations - two groups that have clashed with each 
other - immediately condemn the same thing, then 
you know something is not normal. And, in this 
case, it is also not acceptable. 

Bigotry isn’t just immoral. It puts democracy at 
risk by threatening the equal citizenship of tho-
se who are targeted. Trump’s threats against the 
media and against his political opponents, by un-
dermining legitimate opposition, are in the same 
category. 

Win or lose, this is a battle worth fighting. But 
how?

White House staff positions, unlike cabinet and 
other executive-branch appointments, are not 
subject to the advice and consent of the Senate. 
That’s how it should be: These crucial positions 
are responsible only to the president, whereas the 
top officials in executive-branch departments and 
agencies have to answer to Congress as well as 
the president.

But outside opposition can raise the cost, 
perhaps even higher than Trump is willing to pay. 
Organized groups and individual constituents can 
demand that every member of Congress, in both 
parties and both chambers, go on record as su-
pporting or opposing the selection of Bannon. It’s 
true that presidents are entitled to the staff they 
want, but members of Congress routinely offer 
their opinions on such selections - and so those 
opposed should push hard to get a response. 

If Bannon is to be defeated, the Republican se-
nators who opposed Trump in the election might 
be the key.    

Though the Senate can’t directly block Bannon, 
individual senators can place a “hold” on one or 
more Cabinet or executive-branch nominees and 
refuse to budge unless he is removed from consi-
deration. Honoring these holds is at the discretion 
of the majority leader. If Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell tries to move ahead despite the 
objections, then Democrats and some Republi-
cans could vote down Cabinet picks until Trump 
relents. 

Even if Republican senators like Ben Sasse and 
Jeff Flake, who would not support Trump in the 
campaign, won’t fight, it’s still possible that oppo-
sition from organized groups could be enough 
to defeat this selection. Trump might be initially 
emboldened by this dissent, but then could grow 
impatient. 

Even if unsuccessful, this is a fight worth having. 
It can put Trump on notice immediately that the 
political system will push back if he follows through 
on subverting democratic norms. 

And, yes, this is one time when it would useful 
to clarify where everyone stands. A lot of Repu-
blicans resisted Trump’s nomination, and a fair 
number were willing to stand against him even 
in the general election. Many of them will, natu-
rally, support a lot of the policies he signs into law. 
Forcing a fight on Bannon will give them an early 
opportunity to demonstrate that they still oppose 
the anti-democratic excesses - and keep anti-
Trump liberals and conservatives on the same 
side of a fight, even as they part ways over (say) 
Obamacare and taxes.

Yes, the battle to keep this man from having a 
formal role in government is a long shot. But it’s 
worth fighting.

World Views
Jonathan Bernstein, Bloomberg

of his hawkish stances, in-
cluding a 2015 New York 
Times op-ed in which he 
advocated bombing Iran to 
halt the country’s develop-
ment of nuclear weapons.

A spokeswoman for Giu-
liani did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment about his inte-
rest in the job. But during 
an appearance in Washin-
gton yesterday, Giuliani 
said that Bolton would be a 
“very good choice” to serve 
as Trump’s secretary of sta-
te. Asked if there was anyo-
ne better, Giuliani replied: 
“Maybe me, I don’t know.”

Vice President-elect Mike 
Pence was expected to join 
the incoming president 
at Trump Tower today to 
review “a number of na-
mes” for the incoming ad-
ministration, according to 
spokesman Jason Miller.

“If the vice president-elect 
is getting together with the 
president elect to discuss 
names, I would say it’s ge-
tting serious,” Miller said.

The transition planning 
comes amid an intense and 
extended backlash from 
Trump’s decision earlier 
this week to appoint Steve 
Bannon, a man celebrated 
by the white nationalist 
movement, to serve as his 
chief strategist and senior 
adviser. AP

NEW ZEALAND Military 
officials say they have 
evacuated about 140 
people by helicopter 
from a coastal town 
and are expecting 
that number to rise 
to 200 by the end of 
the day, as a major 
rescue operation 
unfolds following a 
powerful earthquake. 
Hundreds of tourists 
and residents remained 
stranded in the town of 
Kaikoura.

POLAND Autopsies 
began yesterday on 
the bodies of former 
Polish President Lech 
Kaczynski and his wife 
as part of a new probe 
into the 2010 plane 
crash that killed them 
and 94 other prominent 
Poles.

SOUTH CHINA SEA 
U.S. and Philippine 
special forces are 
set to start annual 
combat exercises in a 
sign such joint drills 
will continue despite 
vocal opposition by the 
Philippine president. 

SUDAN Japan’s Cabinet 
gives its approval for 
an additional mission 
for Japanese troops in 
South Sudan to assist 
U.N. peacekeepers 
with rescue operations, 
a task opponents 
say would risk 
embroiling the troops 
in international fighting 
in violation of the 
country’s pacifist 
constitution.

UK The British 
government rejected a 
leaked report claiming 
it has no coherent 
plan for leaving the 
European Union and 
may need to hire up to 
30,000 civil servants to 
complete the country’s 
exit from the 28-nation 
bloc. More on p15
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Giuliani the favorite 
as Trump weighs 
secretary of state
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Former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani (center), smiles as he leaves 
Trump Tower
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CHINA’S first aircraft carrier is now 
ready to engage in combat, marking 

a milestone for a navy that has invested 
heavily in its ability to project power far 
from China’s shores.

The Liaoning’s political commissar said 
in an interview with yesterday’s Global 
Times newspaper that his ship is “cons-
tantly prepared to fight against enemies,” 
signaling a change from its past status as 
a platform for testing and training.

Senior Captain Li Dongyou’s comments 
appear to indicate that the ship has taken 

China says aircraft carrier now 
ready for combat 

on its full aviation complement. Purcha-
sed as an incomplete hull from Ukraine 
more than a decade ago, it was commis-
sioned in 2013.

China hasn’t described specifically how 
it intends to use the Liaoning, but it is 
seen as helping reinforce China’s increa-
singly assertive claims in the South China 
Sea in the face of challenges from the U.S. 
Navy and others.

The Liaoning is also seen as a training 
platform for officers and sailors who will 
serve on China’s rapidly expanding fleet. 
China is currently building its second, 
fully “homegrown” aircraft carrier.

Li said the Liaoning’s combat capabili-
ties still lag behind U.S. carriers, but its 
training and maintenance operations 
have been praised by senior Pentagon 
officials who have visited during military 
exchanges. More than 1,000 non-com-
missioned officers serve aboard the Liao-
ning, Li said. AP
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