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CHINA-SOUTH
SUDAN The first
120 troops of a

Macau students are
getting smarter..

700-member Chinese
U.N. peacekeeping
force depart for South
Sudan, deepening
China’s commitment
to the troubled

East African nation,
where two of its
peacekeepers were
killed in fighting over
the summer.

More on pi1

PHILIPPINES A survey
conducted by UNICEF
and the Philippine
government has found
a high prevalence of
violence against Filipino
children, with eight out
of ten suffering some
form of physical or
psychological abuse.
The two organizations
said yesterday that
their first nationwide
survey of children

and youth aged 13-24
also found one in five
respondents had been
sexually violated.

INDONESIA
strengthens its
moratorium on
converting peat
swamps to plantations
in a move a
conservation research
group says will help
prevent annual fires
and substantially cut
the country’s carbon
emissions if properly
implemented.

THAILAND’s new Kking
names an 11-member
council of advisers,
bringing in three new
officials, including a
former army chief and
two representatives of
the ruling junta.

More on backpage
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Julie Zhu

UEIBIN Chen, a Taiwane-

e pianist, who performed
at the 2010 World Expo in Chi-
na, started his career as a child
prodigy and concert pianist at
age ten when he made his debut
with the Taipei Symphony Or-
chestra. Following that, he was
named the Principal Soloist of
“Moldova” Iasi and Tirgu Mu-
res Philharmonic Orchestra in
Romania.

In 2014, he was invited to
perform with the Los Angeles
Philharmonic at the Hollywood
Bowl, which is the biggest out-
door venue in the U.S.

A Chinese-Austrian born in
Taiwan, Chen won a total of 18
medals, including five gold me-
dals, which were won before he
was 20, in various international
piano competitions in Tel Aviv
(Rubinstein), Warsaw (Cho-
pin), Salt Lake City (Bachauer),
Athens (Callas), Vienna, Man-
resa, and Italy (Rome, Rachma-
ninoff, Bellini, and Stresa) to
name just a few. Here’s what he
told the Times:

Macau Daily Times (MDT)
- What is your schedule
looking like for this coming
year?

Rueibin Chen (RC) - Cur-
rently, I will have events in
Hong Kong. When I go to Hong
Kong, it is not a must for me to
go to Macau. [...] I like Macau
too much. I think Macau has a
more mixed culture when com-
pared to Hong Kong, Taiwan
and mainland China. People
in Macau, since ancient times,
speak Mandarin well.

MDT - Which regions or
countries leave you the
most memorable experien-
ces?

RC - I have performed in
many eastern European coun-
tries, including Romania and
Ukraine. Looking at them, their
economy is not that good, but
people’s participation in cul-
ture is high. I was once perfor-
ming in Israel, and I won a pri-
ze. What I am very impressed
about is not that I won a prize,
but the person who delivered
the prize to me. It was Yitzhak
Rabin. Back in that time, he had
just won the Nobel Peace Prize.
Several months after I received
the prize from his hands, he
was assassinated.

MDT - Besides your per-

formances, what musical
genres interest you in a
professional capacity?
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‘Music is without boundaries’

RC - I not only play Wes-
tern music, but I am very fo-
cused on the communication
between Western and Eas-
tern music. Two years ago, I
organized a symphony, whi-
ch mixed traditional Chinese
instruments and piano. First,
many of our generation, of the
next generation and of the one
after are getting Western mu-
sical education. Many [aspec-
ts] of Chinese culture are good
and very beautiful, but Chine-
se [people and artists] maybe
have forgotten and they don’t
know. When I was promoting
our culture in the West, in
the U.S. actually, people the-
re like [our Eastern culture]
very much. I will continue to
promote the combination be-
tween the West and the East.

Parents should
communicate
more with
children in
terms of music,
but not make

it a priority for
students.
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These are my own cultures. I
wish that, within my ability, I
can promote them at a global
scale.

MDT - As a Taiwanese pia-
nist, how are you handling
the relationship between
Taiwan and China?

RC - I want to talk about this
topic. If I am not wrong, I mi-
ght be the musician, who was
born in Taiwan, who showed
up the most times in both sides
for big celebrations. I played in
the World Expo in Shanghai,
Macau’s handover anniversary
ceremony, Beijing Internatio-
nal Film Festival, and I also

DIRECTOR AND EDITOR-IN-CHIEF_Paulo Coutinho
MANAGING EDITOR_Paulo Barbosa
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Eric Sautedé, Leanda Lee, Severo Portela

| NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_

played in the office of the Presi-
dent in Taiwan. Ithink musicis
not just only about no borders,
but it is without boundaries. If
I can, I am willing to continue
promoting musical communi-
cation between both sides.

MDT - Will you focus
more on Chinese commu-
nities and on this part of
the world in your future?

RC - If time allows me, I am
very willing to spend more time
here. In Macau, I have performed
several times. My second langua-
ge is German. As to the cultures
from Europe, I am very willing to
bring them back here [Asia].

MDT - Nowadays, how do
you see Chinese students
studying music, in par-
ticular their way of lear-
ning it?

RC - The parents should com-
municate more with children in
terms of music, but not make it
[instrument learning] a priori-
ty for students. It’s not that the
students must reach a certain
level or must win certain prizes.
I have seen many examples of
children who gave up learning.
They can’t handle the pressure.
[Not only in mainland China],
but in Chinese communities
and Chinese culture.

Talking from my own expe-
rience, [...] I chose playing
music as my career. I don’t
think I am a pianist, I am a
music lover. That makes me
have no concerns so that I
can keep on doing my job and
enjoy my performance. The
west European musicians are
the same as me, their parents
did not supervise them. In the
end, it is the [musician’s] own
choice. Therefore, when they
are performing, you can see
that they have many different
ideas, maybe everyone plays
differently.

Probably Chinese musicians,
are seriously depending on the
teachers and the parents. In the
end, you can see that their skills
are very good, [reflect] a mold.
On the good side, you have peo-
ple supervising you. But as an
artist, society might hope to see
something different.
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EDUCATION

Macau students ‘score
PISA 2015

high’ on

Renato Marques

E students of Macau

ave scored high marks

in the 2015 Programme

for International Stu-

dent Assessment (PISA) con-

ducted by the Organization for

Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment (OECD).

The results were presented yes-
terday evening at a press confe-
rence held by the Education and
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) at
their headquarters.

Macau ranked sixth, 12th and
third, respectively, for scienti-
fic literacy, reading literacy and
mathematical literacy (three out
of four core literacies analyzed in
the 2015 tests).

This year’s Science and Reading
results are an improvement over
those obtained in 2012, with the
same results for Mathematics.
Scientific literacy rose from 538
to 544 points.

Singapore topped the rankings
in all literacies, with Hong Kong

BLOOMBERG

coming in second on reading and
mathematical literacies.

This is the fifth time that Macau
has participated in such a pro-
gram. The 2015 PISA compared
the results of school systems in
72 countries and economies.

In the OECD report presented
to the press by DSEJ Director
Leong Lai, Macau’s school sys-
tem was ranked as one of quality
and equity, alongside four other
countries and regions.

“Canada, Denmark, Estonia,
Hong Kong (China) and Macau
(China) achieve high levels of
performance and equity in edu-
cation outcomes,” the report sta-
tes.

Questioned by the press on why
these five countries and regions
received such high praise — as
opposed to Singapore, which
came in first across all literacies
— Cheung Kwok Cheung, the Ad-
ministrator for the project in Ma-

cau, explained that “the Singapo-
re system fails in equity, showing
very high contrasts between the
results of students according to
their socio-cultural background,
something that doesn’t happen
in Macau.”

Besides the abovementioned
literacies, the 4,476 participating
students — all of whom are 15
years old — took another test on
collaborative problem solving.
However, the results will not be
announced before 2017.

The report also found that for
the first time, the number of
students born in 1999 that were
studying in Form 4 (Grade 10)
exceeded half of the total sample,

ad
Canada,
Denmark,
Estonia, Hong
Kong and
Macau achieve
high levels of
performance
and equity
in education
outcomes.
REPORT

reaching a total of 54.6 percent.
This, according to Cheung, su-
ggests that the region “was suc-
cessful in reducing the rate of the
grade repetition in its basic edu-
cation system.”

Another problem detected by
the test results were the differen-
ces in gender performance, with
female students clearly outper-
forming male students by a sig-
nificant margin.

Cheung added that besides
evaluating the students’ perfor-
mance, PISA tests “are also im-
portant tools for career defini-
tion.”

In Macau’s case, students’ pros-
pects for a career in science and
technology are still below avera-
ge compared to the other OECD
countries and economies.

In terms of gender, male stu-
dents are more likely to aspire
to a career in these fields. Most
female students directed their
efforts in this area to health-re-
lated professions, with informa-
tion and communication tech-
nology professions scoring the
lowest among female students’
career aspirations.

“We need to do more in terms
of information for our students
and pay more attention to the
[school] curriculum, highligh-
ting that all courses are suitable
to all genders,” said Cheung.

The next PISA test will be in
2018. Macau has already been
confirmed as a participant.
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HE first International Film

Festival & Awards Macao
(IFFAM) yesterday announced
the filmmakers and stars that
will be attending this year’s
inaugural Festival.

For the opening night film
“Polina”, directors Angelin
Preljocaj and Valérie Miiller,
cast members Anastasia She-
vitsova, Niels Schneider and
Guskov Aleksei, and producer
Dider Creste will attend.

According to an IFFAM press
release, competition jury pre-
sident Shekhar Kapur and his
jury members are also expected
to attend opening night.

Other guests include stars
Ludi Lin, Celina Jade, Lisa Lu,
and Sakuraba Nanami, among
others.

IFFAM will also feature inter-
national film festival directors,
including the director of the To-
ronto International Film Festi-
val, Cameron Bailey; Sabrina
Baracetti of Italy’s Far East
Film Festival; Bero Beyer of
the Netherlands’ Rotterdam In-
ternational Film Festival; and
Kang Soo Youn and Kim Dong
Ho, Busan International Film
Festival’s director and chair-
man, respectively.

Attendees for the competi-
tion films are the director and
screenwriter of “Elon Doesn’t
Believe In Death” Ricardo Alves
Jr., actor and co-screenwriter

SICIF’16

I[IFFAM names attending
directors and producers

“Polina” directors and starring actors to attend the 1st IFFAM

1,650 worldwide entries in second edition

(From left) Mario Dorminsky, José Sales Marques, Liicia Lemos and Joao Francisco Pinto

Lynzy Valles

E Sound & Image Challenge In-
ternational Festival 2016 (SICIF’16),
the second edition of the festival, com-
menced yesterday with a concert, “Aeo-
lian Scriptures”, performed by a Hong
Kong ensemble.

The opening ceremony was held at the
Dom Pedro V Theatre. The festival will
run until Sunday.

This edition of the festival received
some 1,650 worldwide entries, more
than double that of last year, according
to the festival director and project ma-
nager of Creative Macau, Lucia Lemos.

José Luis Sales Marques, president
of the Institute of European Studies of
Macau (IEEM and the organizer of the
event, told the press yesterday at a con-
ference that the festival aimed at brin-
ging something new to Macau’s image.

“Someone coming from outside may
not know the treasures that we have
here, so we decided to turn this compe-
tition into a festival,” he said.

Sixty-three short films and music vi-
deos — mainly from North America, Eu-
rope, the Middle East, China and Macau

— will be screened during the six-day
festival.

The jury shortlisted 33 films from the
“Shorts” section of the competition and
eight music videos for the “Volume” sec-
tion.

Audience members who attend to-
morrow’s “Shorts” screening session at
the Dom Pedro V Theatre will be able to
vote to determine the winner of the “Pu-
blic Favorite Award”.

The screenings begin today with the
Portuguese Short Film session, fea-
turing Leonar Teles’s “Batrachian’s
Ballad”, which was awarded the 2016
Golden Bear for Best Short Film in the
Berlin International Film Festival.

The Southeast Asia Short Films session
showcases short films from Singapore,
Philippines and Thailand.

The “Extra Films Screenings” today
features three short films from Macau
directors: “ERIC — You will never walk
alone”, a documentary directed by An-
tonio Caetano Faria; “Tricycle Thief”,
a feature film directed by Maxim Bess-
mertny; and “Always Online”, by Chao
Wai.

SICIF’16 has this year provided a pla-

tform for local bands to upload original
compositions for foreign and local direc-
tors to produce a music video featuring
that composition.

The submissions fall under the “Volu-
me” category, which will be screened on
Friday and followed by a session of Chi-
nese animation shorts.

“I think this is also a good way to pro-
mote music making in Macau,” said
Marques.

According to him, the festival is a pla-
tform for interaction between foreign
and local filmmakers, which could lead
to potential collaborations.

“This is a festival that tries to interna-
lize this process [of] culture, knowledge
and technology of filmmaking into Ma-
cau. [There is] something to learn from
each other, but everybody has some-
thing to gain,” the organizer said.

When asked whether there have been is-
sues with SICIF'16’s schedule overlapping
with the Macau International Film Festi-
val & Awards — which commence tomor-
row — Lemos hinted that the effects would
mainly be in terms of local filmmakers’ at-
tendance, but that SICIF'16 would retain
its quality and structure.

All screenings are in their original lan-
guage with English subtitles. Admission
is free for all activities.

The winners will be announced at the
Gala Awards Ceremony this Friday.

The festival, which has a development
budget of over MOP500,000, will be
held at Dom Pedro V Theatre until De-
cember 9, and will be relocated to Cine-
matheque Passion during the weekend.

Germano Melo, producer and
editor Michael Wahrmann, and
producer Thiago Macedo Cor-
reia, among others.

The release stated that the ga-
las and special screenings will
be attended by the director of
“The Mole Song — Hong Kong
Capriccio”, Takashi Miike, and
cast members Toma Ikuta, Tsu-
basa Honda and producer Mi-
sako Saka; director Park Jung
Woo of “Pandora”, producer
Baik Kyung Sook and the mo-
vie’s cast; and “Immortal Story”
director Yon Fan, along with a
few cast members.

Academy Award-winning di-
rector Tom McCarthy will host
a masterclass on “The Art of
Storytelling - Using the Personal
to Elevate the Political” and pro-
ducer Gianni Nunnari will host
a masterclass on “Producing in
Hollywood — Big budget blo-
ckbusters, independent genre
films and what Hollywood and
Asia can learn from each other”.

The IFFAM Closing Night and
Awards Ceremony will take pla-
ce on December 13 at the Cultu-
ral Centre.

The event will be attended by
“Train To Busan” cast members
Kim Su-an, Kim Euisung and
Choi Woo-sik and the film’s
producer, Lee Dong-ha, who
will receive the inaugural Asian
Blockbuster Film 2016 Award
on the occasion. LV

Patane Library
opens Friday

HE Patane Library, comprised of a
group of seven old buildings, is set
for inauguration this Friday at 11 a.m.

Developed with the support of the
Department of Public Library Mana-
gement of the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC), the three-storey library covers an
area of around 11,000 square feet, and
provides approximate 150 seats for rea-
ders.

In addition to newspapers and magazi-
nes, the library also provides necessary
services such as access to the general
and children’s collections. The library,
dedicated to film and music, also featu-
res a multimedia zone for hosting regu-
lar film screenings, concerts and other
activities.

According to a statement issued by
the IC, the library holds approximately
20,000 volumes, 7,000 audiovisual ma-
terials, 80 types of newspapers and 600
types of magazines.

The newly renovated library aims not
only to provide additional reading spa-
ce to local residents, but also to pre-
serve and safeguard the buildings with
value and significance in urban deve-
lopment.

Aside from enhancing the environ-
ment of the Inner Harbor, IC noted that
the renovation project has transformed
the buildings into a place for the trans-
mission of culture and knowledge.

The Patane Library will be open from
9:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. from Tuesdays to
Sundays, and from 2 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
on Mondays, except on public holidays.
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POLICY ADDRESS | RAIMUNDO DO ROSARIO

Real estate issues are at the top
of lawmakers’ major concerns

BLOOMBERG
I"l
’
. K

Julie Zhu

URING the second
day of the Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL)
policy address of the
Secretary for Transport and

Public Works, lawmakers’
major concern was Macau’s
real estate market, namely
housing quality, public hou-
sing and land laws.

Raimundo do Rosario, to-
gether with directors from

Construction waste landfill
casts safety concerns

EI Cheng I criticized the Macau government’s failure over

environment protection policies, pointing out that even
though a construction waste management system has been
under discussion for many years, the system has not yet been
implemented.

She noted that many of Macau’s development projects invol-
ve environmental protection controversies. Lei suggested the
establishment of clear definition and division of areas which
should be under protection.

The Director of the Land, Public Works and Transport Bu-
reau (DSSOPT), Li Can Feng, replied that Macau currently
has laws and regulations regarding the environmental protec-
tion of hills.

He exemplified his point with IlTha Verde, a fully protected
zone. Hills in Coloane that are taller than 80 meters are also
protected.

The director said that Macau listed 190,000 square meters
of protected zones in Coloane back in the 1980s.

Environmental Protection Bureau Director Tam Vai Man
has pledged that the department will move faster in regards
to construction waste management policies, and expressed
hopes that legal drafts on the issue can enter legislative pro-
cedures as soon as possible.

At the AL plenary meeting on Monday, Raimundo do Ro-
sério also admitted that construction waste landfills in Taipa
have grown 2.5 meters since he took his position.

“I have been saying that there will be problems sooner or
later,” warned Roséario.

The secretary believes that once the landfill collapses, the
Macau International Airport will be affected.

Director Tam Wai Man also said his department is collabo-
rating with the public works authority to draft instructions
for environmentally friendly construction, and expects to add
eco-friendly elements to the construction of future govern-
ment buildings.

bureaus under his adminis-
tration, took questions from
lawmakers such as Lei Cheng
I, Leong Veng Chai and Ga-
briel Tong.

Lei Cheng I took a critical
stance, stating that “the go-

vernment emphasizes Ma-
cau’s housing policies, [but]
it cannot even talk about full
housing policies.”

Lei pointed out that the
number of the public hou-
sing units that the govern-
ment currently provides are
a means of “paying for its old
debts.”

The lawmaker also pointed
out that Macau’s construction
laws need to be modified to
extend constructors’ respon-
sibility for maintaining the
structures they build.

Rosario said that the gover-
nment will prioritize public
housing projects at Aveni-
da Wai Long and Avenida de
Venceslau de Morais.

The Director of the Land,
Public Works and Transport
Bureau (DSSOPT), Li Can
Feng, responded by claiming
that the DSSOPT will redou-
ble its efforts in its work con-
cerning housing quality.

Li added that the public
works authorities have alrea-
dy modified Macau’s cons-
truction chapters, and that

the departments are seeking
opinions from individuals in
related industries.

Leong Veng Chai, who ques-
tioned Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture Alexis
Tam about whether the go-
vernment will build proper-
ties specifically for civil ser-
vants, addressed Rosario with
the same question.

Rosario said that there have
been no apparent problems
regarding the construction of
apartments for civil servants.
However, Leong questioned
again if the government will
reserve lands specifically for
these buildings. Rosario sta-
ted that there are no reserved
lands.

Gabriel Tong considered the
Pearl Horizon problem to be
a serious political incident in
need of discussion.

“If a project can be appro-
ved for selling [...] but then
halfway, the land and the bui-
ldings must be returned [to
the government], don’t you
think there are conflicts in
the system?” he asked.

Rosario’s response to Tong
was that the city’s “land law
is written down and as such,
I have no other ways.”

Zheng An Ting, who questio-
ned all secretaries regarding
Tong’s same concern about
Pearl Horizon, suggested that
the government needs to or-
ganize a team of lawmakers
who participated in the for-
mation of Macau’s past land
laws, as well as government
representatives.

In his words, this team
needs to explain to the public
the details of how Macau’s
land laws were passed in the
past, and to publicize records
of the session when the land
laws were passed.

Zheng even said, “Lawmaker
Chan Meng Kam did not ask
me to say that.”

Ho Ion Sang expects the go-
vernment to build houses on
lands that the government
owns and recommended that
these be put on public tender
next year, with prices that are
affordable for the general pu-
blic.

TRANSPORTATION TO WORSEN IN 2017

RAIMUNDO DO Rosario said that road projects in 2017 might worsen
the city’s transportation issues. The secretary added that the Transport
Bureau (DSAT) and several public service organizations will co-organize
a press conference to announce further details on the topic.

Rosario also revealed that most of next year’s road projects will be under

CEM control.

New Hengqgin
border facilities
to be completed
in six years

— ===

S

Zhuhai authorities have
initiated the construction of
an integrated border transit
center at the Henggin border.
According to Macao Daily
News, Zhuhai has invested
RMB26 billion in the new
facilities, which will be located
on Zhuhai’s side of the border.
Construction works are
scheduled for completion in
six years. Occupying a total

of 1.21 million square meters,
Zhuhai’s new border facilities
will have 14 manual checkpoints
and 60 automatic checkpoints,
11 of which will be for buses
and six for cargo. The Zhuhai
government expects the new
facilities to have the capacity
to handle 220,000 passengers
per day.

Escola Keang
Peng opens new
campus

The new primary school campus
of Escola Keang Peng was
officially opened yesterday. The
3,340-square-meter campus
commenced operations last
September. Keang Peng’s
primary school consists of

six grades, with each grade in
turn comprised of six classes.
Around 1,200 students attend
the school, where there are
approximately 100 teaching
staff. At the opening ceremony,
Chief Executive Chui Sai On
said that the new campus fully
complies with the requirements
of modern education.

Man arrested
for setting fire at
home

A male Macau resident was
arrested yesterday at his home
for setting his bedsheets on
fire after an argument with

his wife, according to a report
by TDM. The Judiciary Police
revealed that the suspect has
been unemployed for many
years and has a gambling
addiction. The suspect’s wife
gave him a monthly allowance
of MOP4,000 but delayed this
month’s handout. The couple
got into an argument and the
suspect set the sheets on fire.
His wife suffered burns on her
right hand while attempting to
put the fire out.
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S Special Education
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orabove N 3 3 and 3 is still in force at 06:30 Secondary
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FMBA Charity Gala Dinner 2017 Infant
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B ReXERE - NEEEE(binES 8 temperature of the next day is Special Education suspended all day
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i expected to be 40°Cor above and Secondary suspended all day
Frlday 20/01/2017 0°C or below respectively at 17:30 Special Education
Grand Ballroom, MGM Macau - - - - -
E During the aforesaid class suspension period, schools must ensure that school premises are open, and staff are
6:30pm Cocktail e 7:30pm Dinner arranged to look after the students who have arrived at the school and arrange appropriate activities for them.
5 e — ) Parents do not need to rush to school to pick up their children. (Except Tropical Cyclone Signal 8 or above)
Great singers, musicians and artistic performances, exciting . - e : -
! o ith all e o S o il midniah The public can receive related class suspension information through the following channels:
uCky_ aw Wi proceeds to charity, dancing & laughter till midnight R ® The SMG website at www.smg.gov.mo
Dress Code: Black Tie ® The DSEJ website at www.dsej.gov.mo, the DSEJ App and the DSEJ official account on WeChat
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“Final Clear Out Stroke special price for the Thermomix.
The original price is HKD 12,800 and now only HKD 8,000.
This is the last and best chance for you to have your Thermomix.”

y

Get a business cooking withi Thermomix.

Thermomix gives you the opportunity to work for As a Thermomix representative you will receive If you would like to make a difference and do
yourself as an independent Consultant in a business ongoing training and support and attend cooking something you love, please contact our head office.
that offers fun, freedom, flexibility and good money. classes. You can turn your passion for food into a great

Ouradvisors show customers howtousethisrevolutionary ~ full-time or part-time income while participating in our Tong Jia de Ramirez
machine at demos and cooking classes in Macau. fantastic promotions. Phone Number : +853 6668 1771.
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Resident, non-
resident deposits
going different
directions in October

CCORDING to statistics released yester-

ay by the Monetary Authority of Macao

(AMCM), deposits to the banking sector made by

residents increased 2.1 percent month-to-month
to MOP502.8 billion in October.

Nevertheless, total deposits decreased, led by
non-resident deposits, which dropped 4.2 per-
cent to MOP264.9 billion. The fall was emulated
by public sector deposits, with the banking sector
registering a decrease of 2 percent to MOP157
billion.

As a result, total deposits into the banking sec-
tor decreased 0.5 percent from a month earlier to
a total of MOP924.7 billion.

The majority of deposits continue to be deno-
minated in HKD (47.5 percent) followed by USD
(22.8 percent).

As for loans, domestic loans to the private sec-
tor increased slightly by 0.3 percent month-to-
month to MOP413.9 billion. HKD-denominated
loans continued to top the currency shares with
a total of MOP268.5 billion (64.9 percent). MOP-
denominated was the second most popular with
less than half of the amount of credit granted in
HKD (MOP122.3 billion).

As total loans increased whereas total deposits
decreased, the overall loan-to-deposit ratio of the
banking sector rose from a month ago. Concur-
rently, the non-performing loan ratio, an indi-
cator for bank asset quality, remained virtually
unchanged. RM

EU-MACAO JOINT COMMITTEE
Secretary Leong co-chairs
meeting in Belgium

E Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lio-
nel Leong, briefed represen-
tatives from the European
Union on Macao’s latest
economic  developments,
including the Government’s
first-ever Five-Year Deve-
lopment Plan, according to
a statement issued by the
Government Information
Bureau.

The briefing took place in
Brussels, Belgium this week
during the 21st EU-Macao
Joint Committee meeting,
which was co-chaired by the
Managing Director of the
European External Action
Service for Asia and the Pa-
cific, Gunnar Wiegand and
Secretary Leong.

During the meeting, both
sides updated each other
on the latest developments
of their economies and ex-
changed views on several
issues. Topics discussed in-
cluded: taxation; legal coo-
peration; and the Govern-
ment’s current procurement
System.

The two sides agreed to
strengthen cooperation in
priority fields of mutual in-
terest, such aslegal training,
interpretation and transla-
tion training, research and
innovation, combating hu-
man trafficking, as well as
environment protection.

During the meeting, the
EU and Macau representa-
tives agreed to continue the
training program in con-
ference interpretation and
translation in Chinese and
Portuguese in order to meet
the demand of the EU and
of Macau for qualified inter-

preters for both languages.
The two sides also agreed to
strengthen exchanges by es-
tablishing a regular dialogue
in order to support develop-
ment of the increasing role
of the EU businesses opera-
ting in Macau.

Leong then briefed the EU
officials about the first ever
Five-Year Development
Plan for Macao — a blueprint
for the city’s socio-economic
development spanning the
period 2016 to 2020 inclu-
sive.

The Plan highlights the
Government’s administra-

tive efforts to: achieve Ma-
cau’s moderate economic
diversification; position
the city as a world center
of tourism and leisure and
as a commercial and trade
cooperation service plat-
form between China and
the  Portuguese-speaking
countries; and contribute to
the development of the Silk
Road Economic Belt and
the 21st-Century Maritime
Silk Road.

The previous EU-Macao
Joint Committee meeting
was held in Macau on De-
cember 5, 2015. The annual
bilateral meeting is in accor-
dance with Article 16 of the
EC-Macao Trade and Co-
operation Agreement, sig-
ned on 15 December 1992.

Following the official visit
to Brussels, Leong is now
headed to Lisbon, where he
is scheduled to meet with
officials from the Portugue-
se Government. Leong will
also attend events related
to a memorandum of un-
derstanding on promotion
of entrepreneurship and
economic and business coo-
peration, signed in Macau
during the s5th Ministerial
Conference of the Forum
Macao for Economic and
Trade Co-operation be-
tween China and Portugue-
se-speaking Countries.
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. ’ . General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
We b”ng hlgh quallty of Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Nie Fu Zhong,

medical service to Macau Dr. U Chong San, Dr. Lei Chin Chong,
Dr. Kwong Man

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr.Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Leung Ping Maurice, Dr. Zhang Zhiqin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr.Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,
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Debra Mao

NVESTORS and companies

are getting a preview of
how the Taiwan government’s
plan to become “Asia’s Silicon
Valley” might fare.

Uber Technologies Inc., one of
Silicon Valley’s most disruptive
companies and valued at more
than USD60 billion, launched
services in Taiwan in 2013. The
app has been downloaded by
more than a million people in
four cities and its drivers num-
ber in the tens of thousands.

Just as in New York and other
cities, it encountered fier-
ce opposition from local taxi
operators, who see the San
Francisco-based company as a
threat. Now, three Taiwanese
lawmakers want those caught
driving for Uber fined as much
as TWD25 million ($780,000),
more in line with local antitrust
fines, and their licenses suspen-
ded. A key legislative hearing
on the draft rules will be held
on Wednesday in Taipei.

“The amount left me stun-
ned,” one Uber driver, who
gave his surname as Yang, said
yesterday during a press confe-
rence in Taipei organized by the
ride-sharing company. “Did we
commit murder or arson? Even
drunk drivers are fined only
TWD90,000.”

Such large fines would be
unprecedented for Uber, said
Likai Gu, its general manager
for the island. Even in Macau,
where it nearly withdrew this
year, the company paid just
$1.25 million to resolve pe-
nalties against about 300 dri-
vers, the South China Morning
Post reported in September. A
court in France ordered a one-
time fine of 850,000 euros
($915,000) in June.

“We'’re surprised that a place
like Taiwan, which values trans-
parency and democracy, would
have these issues,” Damian
Kassabgi, Uber’s Singapore-ba-
sed director of public policy in
the Asia-Pacific region, said in
an interview. Communist Chi-
na claims the island democra-
cy, separately governed since
1949 with a population of 23.5
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Uber drivers face hefty fines as
Taiwan opposition grows

million, as part of its territory.

While mainland China for-
mally allowed ride-hailing ser-
vices in November, the legal
framework for its services is
less clear in other Asian coun-
tries such as Japan, South Ko-
rea and Thailand.

In Taiwan, where new Presi-
dent Tsai Ing-wen faces structu-
ral economic challenges and the
prospect of slowing global trade,
fostering innovation and attrac-

dd
We’re surprised
that a place

like Taiwan,
which values
transparency
and democracy,
would have
these issues.

DAMIAN KASSABGI
UBER (ASIA-PACIFIC)

ting startups are a key corners-
tone in her economic policy.

Tsai encouraged financial fir-
ms to direct funding toward
venture capital and pledged to
loosen strict equity-ownership
rules in its company laws. The
National Development Council
this year established a TWD100
billion fund that will invest in
businesses seeking to acquire
new technologies and in inno-
vative new companies.

The state-funded Industrial
Technology Research Institu-
te, which spawned the likes of
Taiwan Semiconductor Ma-
nufacturing Co., the world’s
largest contract chipmaker, is
working to develop intelligent
self-driving cars in collabora-
tion with U.S.-based companies
like Nvidia Corp.

Uber, though, hasn’t benefited
from the president’s apparent
goodwill. Taiwan’s Finance Mi-
nistry is pursuing the company
for TWD135 million in back
taxes and penalties, the Econo-
mic Daily News reported, while
its Ministry of Transportation
and Communications said it

would ask Apple Inc. and Goo-
gle to remove the app from its
online stores.

While the company agreed to
comply with requirements on
regulation, insurance and taxa-
tion and a future diversified-ta-
xi plan, Uber has yet to produce
a concrete plan and continues
to operate illegally, the trans-
port ministry said Nov. 15.

“To avoid disputes with which
the government cannot assist,
situations where no compensa-
tion is available, companies and
consumers should choose regu-
lated and legal transport provi-
ders to protect their rights,” it
said in a statement.

Ruling party lawmakers Ker
Chien-ming, Wu Ping-jui, and
Liu Shyh-fang wrote in their
draft legislation that Uber in-
fringed the rights of more than
80,000 taxi drivers and brea-
ched rules governing highways,
competition and foreign inves-
tors. After this week’s commit-
tee review, successive readings
in the legislature could be com-
pleted within the month and
the law passed, according to

Ker’s legislative office.

While Uber says it doesn’t
want to leave Taiwan, it also
won’t submit to being regulated
like a traditional taxi company.
It’s calling on Tsai to break the
stalemate so that it can fit its
square peg into a round regula-
tory hole.

“We've seen clarifications on
existing laws, exemptions, and
even full legislation introdu-
ced,” in other parts of the wor-
1d, Kassabgi said. “To make us
fit in under the current rules is
like having a librarian regulate
Amazon.”

Not every new entrant to the
Taiwan market will face as tou-
gh of a reception, according to
Jamie Lin, founder of startup
accelerator AppWorks Ventu-
res in Taipei, especially if there
are no entrenched incumbents
like the taxi industry. The saga
shows Taiwan isn’t ready for
Uber, Lin said.

“All over the world ride hai-
ling technologies are booming,”
Lin said. “My only concern is
that Taiwan will be late to the
game.” Bloomberg
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ICQ dental team is a group of dental specialists with internationally recognized qualifications.
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Oil falls from 16-month high as
OPEC production keeps on rising

IL retreated from
the highest close in
16 months as OPEC
pumped a record
amount of crude in November,
partly led by members exempt
from cutting output as part of
last week’s deal to curb supply.

Futures slid as much as 1.7
percent in New York after ad-
vancing 15 percent over the
previous four sessions. The Or-
ganization of Petroleum Expor-
ting Countries increased pro-
duction to 34.16 million barrels
a day last month, according
to a Bloomberg News survey,
with Angola, Libya and Nigeria
leading the gains. The last two
aren’t required to reduce su-
pply in last week’s agreement,
meaning other members wou-
1d have to make deeper cuts if
the group is to reach its output
goal.

Oil is trading around USD51
a barrel after OPEC agreed to
trim the group’s output by 1.2
million barrels a day from Ja-
nuary to stem a supply glut
and buoy prices. Russia - which

AP PHOTO

isn’t part of the bloc - has also
pledged a reduction of as much
as 300,000 barrels. Attention is
now shifting to which other non-
OPEC producers will reduce

output when they meet in Vien-
na on Saturday. OPEC is hoping
they will cut a further 300,000
barrels a day.

“The market is taking a brea-

ther; it has moved up strongly
on sentiment after the OPEC
cut announcement,” Bjarne
Schieldrop, chief commodities
analyst at SEB Markets in Oslo,

said by phone. The increase in
production from Nigeria and
Libya will be a “headache” and
Schieldrop expects OPEC will
cut back to 33 million barrels a
day rather than its stated target
of 32.5 million.

West Texas Intermediate for
January delivery lost as much
as 87 cents to $50.92 a barrel
on the New York Mercantile
Exchange, and was at $51.15 at
7:55 a.m. local time. The con-
tract rose 0.2 percent to $51.79
on Monday, the highest close
since July 2015. Total volume
traded was about 35 percent
above the 100-day average.

Brent for February settlement
lost as much as 62 cents, or 1.1
percent, to $54.32 a barrel on
the London-based ICE Futures
Europe exchange. The contract
on Monday gained 48 cents to
$54.94, also the highest close
since July 2015. The global ben-
chmark crude traded at a $2.27
premium to February WTT.

See also: Saudi Arabia swi-
tches OPEC tack with eye on
world’s largest IPO

Other invitees to the meeting on
Saturday include Oman, Bahrain,
Colombia, Egypt, Trinidad and
Tobago, Turkmenistan, Azerbai-
jan and Brunei. Altogether, the
14 nations pumped about 18.8
million barrels a day of oil last
year, equivalent to 20 percent of
global supply, according to data
from BP Plc. Bloomberg
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Star Chinese investor
pleads guilty in stock case

An investor chats with others near an
electronic board displaying stock prices
at a brokerage house in Beijing

A- celebrity Chinese stock tra-
er who was arrested after
last year’s market collapse has
pleaded guilty to insider trading
and manipulating share prices, a
court announced yesterday.

Xu Xiang was one of a series of
brokers and others in the securi-
ties industry who were arrested or
questioned after share prices soa-
red and then plunged beginning
in June 2015. That prompted su-
ggestions the ruling Communist
Party was trying to deflect blame
for the rout that wiped out some
USDs trillion in stock value after
state media encouraged the pu-
blic to buy shares.

Xu, 40, and two co-defendants,
Wang Wei and Zhu Yong, ente-
red the plea at the start of their
trial Monday in a court in the
eastern city of Qingdao, the court
said on its microblog account. It
said no verdict had been issued.

The defendants were accused
of conspiring with executives of
13 companies from 2010 to 2015
to inflate share prices through

large purchases and favorable
statements, according to the sta-
tement.

“The three defendants pleaded
guilty and asked for leniency,”
the statement said.

They could face up to 10 years in
prison if convicted, according to
news reports.

Xu, the founder and general
manager of Zexi Investment in
Shanghai, was a celebrity in the
Chinese business press, which
dubbed him “Brother No. 1 of
Private Placement.

Zexi’s value increased 218 per-
cent during the first three quar-
ters of 2015, far ahead of the
second-place competitor, which
rose 94 percent, according to Cai-
xin, a business magazine.

The court statement gave no fi-
nancial details, but earlier news
reports said Xu and his co-cons-
pirators were accused of making
several billion yuan (several hun-
dred million dollars) in profit.

China’s market benchmark soa-
red more than 150 percent be-
ginning in late 2014 after the sta-
te press said stocks were cheap.
That led investors to believe Bei-
jing would prop up prices if nee-
ded.

Prices hit a peak on June 12 and
collapsed after changes in bank
regulations fueled suspicions
Beijing might withdraw its su-
pport. The benchmark fell more
than 30 percent, inflicting heavy
losses on novice investors who
had bought in near the peak.

The downturn triggered com-
plaints that politically favored
insiders profited at the expen-
se of small investors. Two other
brokerages announced at that
time they also were under inves-
tigation, but no arrests were re-
ported. A reporter for a business
magazine also was detained. AP

USD2.6b currency swap
signed with Egypt

Ahmed Feteha

GYPT and China signed

a currency-swap deal for
about USD2.6 billion, allowing
the North African nation to sho-
re up foreign reserves after floa-
ting its currency last month.

The countries’ central banks
signed the three-year swap
agreement for 18 billion yuan
against the equivalent in Egyp-
tian pounds. The transaction
can be extended, the Chinese
regulator said.

The swap “complements a se-
ries of measures taken which
aim to unleash the vast poten-
tial of the Egyptian economy
and instill confidence by bolste-
ring economic activity,” Egypt’s
central bank said in a statement.

Propping up Egypt’s reserves

is a major aim of the govern-
ment, which floated the pound
last month to end a crippling
foreign currency crisis. Having
fallen to about half their value
in the years after the 2011 ous-
ter of longtime ruler Hosni Mu-
barak, reserves reached their
highest level in more than five
years in November.

The Egyptian pound streng-
thened 0.7 percent this week,
trading at 17.55 per dollar at 11
a.m. in Cairo according to data
from National Bank of Egypt. It
had lost about 50 percent of its
value following the Nov. 3 flota-
tion.

The swap is part of the bila-
teral support Egypt secured to
conclude a $12 billion Interna-
tional Monetary Fund loan deal
last month. Bloomberg
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Asia Development Bank President Takehiko Nakao answers questions during a fo with foreign media at its

headquarters in Mandaluyong city, east of Manila, on Nov. 24

ADB: China-championed
Asia Trade Pact should
wrap up fast

Karlis Salna, Eko Listiyorini

HE death knell sounding

for a U.S.-led Pacific tra-
de pact creates a vacuum that
a separate Asia deal being
championed by China should
quickly fill, according to the
Asian Development Bank.

Negotiators at the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership meeting this week
in Indonesia would normally
hold talks without much public
scrutiny. But the latest round
comes after U.S. President-
elect Donald Trump pledged
he won’t revive the alternati-
ve known as the Trans-Pacific
Partnership, once vaunted as
the centerpiece of U.S. econo-
mic engagement in Asia.

That has shifted focus to the
RCEP, which would cover 30
percent of the global economy
and includes China and India
among its 16 country mem-
bers. Trump’s protectionism
potentially creates a window
for China, which has been vo-
cal on the global stage in re-
cent weeks in advocating for
free trade, to push along the ti-
metable for the RCEP and bui-
1d its influence in the region.

Arjun Goswami, a technical
adviser with the ADB’s Eco-
nomic Research and Regional
Cooperation Department, said
the timeline for the conclusion
of the pact was up to the coun-
tries involved.

“But with the prospects of
ratifying TPP now receding,
there is a vacuum which RCEP
should try to fill by concluding
negotiations  expeditiously,”
Goswami said in an e-mailed
response to questions. “Expec-
tations are for the deal to be
concluded in 2017.”

Indonesian Trade Minister
Enggartiasto Lukita told de-
legates at the RCEP meeting
that recent developments with
the TPP and the U.S.-Euro-
pean Transatlantic Trade and

4 Trump’s
protectionism
potentially
creates a
window for
China

Investment Partnership had
“cast a shadow” over world
trade.

“Countries and businesses
around the world are wonde-
ring what will be the U.S. trade
posture in the next few years,”
he said, urging nations to wrap
up the RCEP talks next year.

Brexit and forthcoming elec-
tions in some European coun-
tries also created uncertainty,
he said. “Such developments
will have detrimental impacts

on global trade.”

While the RCEP is much
more a straight up and down
trade deal compared to the
TPP, which would extend to
subjects including intellectual
property and state-owned en-
terprises, it does have its own
sticking points.

Some countries may favor
greater trade and investment
liberalization than others ba-
sed on different levels of de-
velopment, and “there may be
differing views on the extent
of coverage of RCEP trade and
investment liberalization in
terms of goods and services,
with the latter posing greater
challenges,” Goswami said.

“There is a slowdown in glo-
bal and regional trade grow-
th that is partly cyclical and
partly structural. In addition,
there is a risk of rising protec-
tionism fueled by economic in-
security and inequality which
makes it more critical to have
inclusive trade and investment
flows with their effective uti-
lization by small and medium
enterprises.”

The RCEP aims to level ta-
riffs and rules on the region’s
supply chains, liberalize in-
vestment and introduce dis-
pute-resolution mechanisms.
Unlike the TPP, it would not
require members to take steps
to protect labor rights or im-
prove environmental stan-
dards. Bloomberg
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ORTURE,  solitary

confinement and coer-

ced confessions are

rife in investigations
of Chinese Communist Party
officials detained on suspicion
of corruption, according to a
report issued yesterday by Hu-
man Rights Watch that analy-
zes one of the most secretive
aspects of China’s one-party
system: the supervision of its
own party members.

One former detainee told the
rights group that he was de-
prived of sleep for 10 days and
beaten to keep him standing. A
defense lawyer said prosecutors
sought confessions of specific
amounts of bribery to meet an-
ti-corruption quotas.

Others described cadres being
whisked away without warning
to hotel rooms with padded
floors and windows modified
to prevent suicides. They were
held there without contact with
the outside world for weeks,
until confessing to accepting
bribes, real or imagined.

Four years into Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s sweeping war
on corruption, rights campaig-
ners warn that widespread use
of “shuanggui” — a system of
detention and interrogation of
party cadres at off-the-book si-
tes outside of the criminal justi-
ce system — is undermining the
very rule of law that top party
leaders say they are trying to
strengthen.

Probes by the party’s feared
internal anti-graft investigators
hit 330,000 in 2015, more than
double the figure from 2011, be-
fore Xi took power, according
to official news sources. The
2015 figure implies that 33,000
to 66,000 cases involved the
shuanggui interrogation practi-
ce, assuming it was used in 10
to 20 percent of all cases, accor-
ding to a Human Rights Watch
estimate. The group wants the
system abolished.

Corruption plagues Chinese
politics, and Xi’s vow to severely

SOUTH SUDAN

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

Mainland’s opaque anti-graft
probes rife with abuse

punish both “tigers” and “flies”
— high- and low-ranking cor-
rupt officials — has mostly been
cheered by China’s fed-up pu-
blic. But the opacity of shuan-
ggui, which by design operates
unchecked by the courts and
police, has raised concerns that
some officials have been tar-
geted as a result of intra-party
feuding and personal rivalries
rather than legitimate corrup-
tion claims.

Under Xi, emboldened anti-
corruption investigators from
the party’s Central Commis-
sion for Discipline Inspection,
or CCDI, have reached into the
most sensitive arms of the sta-
te, the judiciary, military, banks
and the media, casting a pall
over vast swaths of China’s sta-
te sector. But officials are parti-
cularly “terrified at the prospect
of being put in shuanggui,” said
Human Rights Watch China Di-
rector Sophie Richardson.

“The idea of combating cor-
ruption is extremely politically
popular, and that makes sense
[...] it’s a huge problem,” Ri-
chardson said. “But the use
of this party system for which
there is no legal basis and whi-
ch yields evidence of extremely
dubious credibility and that
tortures people along the way is
deeply problematic.”

Human Rights Watch said it
analyzed 35 detailed cases in-
volving shuanggui reported in
the media since the start of Xi’s
anti-corruption campaign. Clo-
se to 40 more cases from a large
database of court verdicts were

AP PHOTO

Copies of reports of Human Rights Watch are seen at The Foreign Correspondents’ Club in Hong Kong

analyzed, and the group inter-
viewed four former detainees
and more than a dozen lawyers
and prosecutors to glean a pic-
ture of the system in which par-
ty members are detained and
interrogated in almost every
city and jurisdiction. Relatives
are often detained as well.

In recent years, the Commu-
nist Party has made efforts to
combat torture and improve
judicial transparency. Evidence
obtained through torture must
be excluded in criminal procee-
dings, but shuanggui is not co-
vered by these legal provisions.

As part of a new transparency
initiative, since 2014, Chinese
courts have published millions
of verdicts in an online databa-
se. The database showed that

from January 2014 to Novem-
ber 2015, roughly 1,700 cases
cited evidence obtained during
interrogation under the shuan-
ggui mechanism, while 9o of

the verdicts — nearly all of whi-
ch were guilty — acknowledged
the use of “torture to extract
confession,” Human Rights
Watch said. MDT/AP

UN PRESSES CHINA ON MISSING RIGHTS ACTIVIST

A UNITED Nations representa-
tive has pressed China to investi-
gate the fate of prominent human
rights campaigner Jiang Tian-
yong, who disappeared two weeks
ago and is believed by friends to
be held by state security agents.
Philip Alston, the U.N. special
rapporteur on extreme poverty
and human rights, said yester-
day that he is concerned Jiang’s
disappearance was “reprisal” for
a meeting between the two in

Another 120 peacekeepers deployed

E first 120 troops of

a 700-member Chine-

se U.N. peacekeeping force

have departed for South

Sudan, deepening China’s

commitment to the trou-

bled East African nation,

where two of its peacekee-

pers were killed in fighting
over the summer.

The new troops are part
of the third Chinese bat-
talion to be sent to South
Sudan to protect civilians,
U.N. staff and humanita-
rian workers, and to con-
duct patrols and provide
security escorts.

South Sudan has seen
continuous fighting sin-

XINHUA
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In this November 2014 file photo,
ahead of their deployment to South Sudan

August. Jiang has been detained
and beaten by police as part of his
past human rights work involv-
ing some of China’s most sensi-
tive cases. He recently helped
publicize the plight of nearly two
dozen lawyers arrested as part

of a sweeping 2015 crackdown.
Friends and family say authorities
in Beijing, Jiang’s hometown of
Zhengzhou and Changsha, where
Jiang was last seen, have refused
to investigate.

In total, China contri-
butes about 3 percent of
total U.N. peacekeeping
forces. In South Sudan,
Chinese forces make up
less than 10 percent of the

ce its civil war broke out
in December 2013. The
more than 12,000 U.N.
peacekeepers already in
the country have been
criticized for failing to
protect civilians. China
was an early investor in
the new state’s energy
sector, but fighting and
corruption have largely
prevented it from reaping
any benefits.

In July, two Chinese
peacekeepers died and
five others were wounded
after their vehicle was
struck with a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade as fighting
swept the capital, Juba.

China has maximized pu-
blicity of its contribution to
U.N. peacekeeping as part
of its push to raise its inter-
national profile. China is
now the biggest contribu-
tor of peacekeepers among
the five permanent mem-
bers of the U.N. Security
Council, with 2,639 cur-
rently deployed on six mis-
sions, mostly assigned to
medical, engineering and
transport duties. Yet in ac-
tual terms, that still leaves
China ranked 12th overall
among nations that have
contributed peacekeepers,
led by Ethiopia, India and
Pakistan.

total. Chinese peacekee-
pers also make up only a
tiny fraction of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army’s
2.3 million personnel.

In a high-profile annou-
ncement at the U.N. Ge-
neral Assembly last year,
President Xi Jinping said
that China would also
set up a permanent pea-
cekeeping standby for-
ce of 8,000 troops to be
deployed whenever ne-
cessary. No details were
given on the makeup and
mission of that force, and
there has been no word
on whether it has been
established yet. AP



07.12.2016 wed

d MacauDaily amsase o
ASIA-PACIFIC Times

AP PHOTO

\’i ‘g

L N

Rohingya from Myanmar make their way in an alley at an unregistered refugee camp in Teknaf, about 300 kilometers south of

Dhaka in Bangladesh

HE Myanmar soldiers
came in the morning,
the young mother
says. They set fire to
the concrete-and-thatch ho-
mes, forcing the villagers to
cluster together. When some
of her neighbors tried to es-
cape into the fields, they were
shot. After that, she says, most
people stopped running away.

“They drove us out of our
houses, men and women in
separate lines, ordering us
to keep our hands folded on
the back of our heads,” says
20-year-old Mohsena Begum,
her voice choking as she des-
cribed what happened to the
little village of Caira Fara,
which had long been home
to hundreds of members of
Myanmar’s minority Rohin-
gya community. She said that
when about 50 people had
been gathered together, the
soldiers, along with a group of
local men, pulled four village
leaders from the crowd and
slit their throats.

Muslims in an overwhel-
mingly Buddhist nation, the
Rohingya have long faced per-
secution in Myanmar, where
most are denied citizenship.
The latest outbreak of violence
was triggered by October atta-
cks on guard posts near the
Bangladesh border that killed
nine police officers.

The government, which has
implied the attacks were car-
ried out by Rohingya sym-
pathizers, has acknowledged
using helicopter gunships in
support of ground troops in
the sweep. While survivors
and human rights groups have
tracked waves of anti-Rohin-
gya violence in recent weeks,
the Myanmar government in-
sists that stories like Begum’s

BANGLADESH

Fishermen work on the bank of the Naf River, which marks the border between
Bangladesh and Myanmar

Rohingya who fled Myanmar
recount killings, rapes, burnings

are exaggerations.

Myanmar’s leader, the Nobel
Peace laureate Aung San Suu
Kyi, has accused the interna-
tional community of stoking
unrest.

“It doesn’t help if everybody
is just concentrating on the
negative side of the situation,
in spite of the fact that there
were attacks on police outpos-
ts,” she said in a recent inter-
view on Singapore’s Channel
News Asia.

Suu Kyi, whose party took
power in March after deca-
des of military-backed rule,
has been accused of not acting
strongly enough to curb the
violence against the more than
1 million Rohingya believed to
be in the country.

“It helps if people recognize
the difficulty and are more fo-
cused on resolving these diffi-
culties rather than exaggera-
ting them, so that everything
seems worse than it really is,”
she said in the interview.

But Begum says she has no
need to exaggerate what ha-
ppened in Caira Fara.

She said that after the four
leaders were killed, violence
churned through the village in
chaotic scenes of horror. Be-
gum’s husband, a poor, illite-
rate farm laborer, was beaten
and then murdered by having
his throat slit, along with an

unknown number of other
villagers, she said. Their bo-
dies were eventually driven
away in a truck.

She said attackers knocked
her young son knocked from
her grasp, then raped her. Fi-
nally, when the soldiers we-
ren’t paying attention, she
grabbed her son and ran into
the nearby hills. After hiding
for two days, her brother gave
her enough money — about
USD38 — to pay smugglers to
get her and her son into Ban-
gladesh. When Bangladeshi
border guards stopped them,
she began to weep.

“I told them I have no one to
protect me there,” she says,
and told them: “Look at my
baby! He will die if I go back
there.”” After that, they let her
pass.

Some 15,000 Rohingya have
arrived in Bangladesh over
past month, often brought in
by smugglers, according to
police and intelligence offi-
cials, speaking on condition
of anonymity because the go-
vernment refuses to release
numbers publicly. They have
joined up to 500,000 undo-
cumented Rohingya who have
been living in Bangladesh af-
ter arriving from Myanmar in
waves since the 1970s. Some
33,000 registered Rohingya
refugees live the Cox’s Bazar

district. Bangladesh does not
welcome Rohingya — its ma-
ritime patrols sometimes turn
back refugee boats full of them
— but it is seen as a haven
compared to Myanmar.

The U.N. says up 30,000
Rohingya Muslims have aban-
doned their homes amid the
recent violence. Satellite ima-
ges analyzed by the rights
group Human Rights Watch
show 1,250 structures des-
troyed in November in Rohin-
gya villages.

Osman Gani, a thin, fast-
talking Arabic teacher, fled af-
ter his village, Gouzo Bil, was
attacked Nov. 11. “They came
and killed mercilessly. They
burned our homes,” said Gani.
“No one was there to save us.”

He hid with his family for
about a week near the village.
But when searches intensified,
and with soldiers targeting

men, he was forced to leave
Myanmar without his family.

As he fled north, he used his
mobile phone to film destruc-
tion in other Rohingya villa-
ges he passed through. In
some, the blackened remains
of what appear to be children
can be seen amid the wre-
ckage of homes. Gani’s voice
can be heard in some of the
videos but The Associated
Press could not confirm their
authenticity.

“They [the army] oppressed
us and fired at us from aircra-
ft,” Gani says. “People were
killed in front of my house.
They chased the girls and gun-
ned them down. And they bur-
ned many people. They bur-
ned them in front of my house.

“I have shot videos!” he says,
holding out his mobile phone
to a reporter. “Don’t you see
the charred bodies?” MDT/AP

‘MOST FRIENDLESS PEOPLE IN THE WORLD’

ALTHOUGH ROHINGYA —a
Muslim ethnic minority of about 1
million among Myanmar’s predomi-
nantly Buddhist 52 million people

— have lived in Myanmar for genera-
tions, most people in the country
view them as foreign intruders from
neighboring Bangladesh. Bangla-
desh, which hosts many Rohingya
refugees, also refuses to recognize

them as citizens. Most Rohingya live
in western Myanmar’s Rakhine state,
where the military has stepped up
operations since November. “The
Rohingya are probably the most
friendless people in the world. They
just have no one advocating for them
at all,” Kitty McKinsey, a spokes-
woman for the U.N. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, said in 2009.
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SOUTH KOREA

Lawmakers say president will
accept impeachment outcome

Protesters shout slogans as they march toward the presidential house during a rally calling for South Korean Present

Park Geun-hye to step down in Seoul

L5

P |

1d be suspended as president
but not yet removed. Her
duties would be tempora-
rily transferred to the prime
minister while the country’s
Constitutional Court reviews
whether her impeachment
could be constitutionally jus-
tified.

Following a conditional of-
fer by Park to leave office last
week, a group of anti-Park
lawmakers in the ruling par-
ty called for her to announce
by today that she will step
down voluntarily in April.
However, they changed their
stance after millions of peo-
ple rallied across the coun-
try over the weekend calling
for Park’s removal. The ru-
ling party lawmakers said on

them will vote on Friday to

whether she promises to quit.
Park said she was ready
to “calmly move ahead for
the state and the people and
to see what happens with

Monday that about 35-40 of

impeach Park regardless of

Kim Tong-hyung, Seoul

OUTH Korean President

Park Geun-hye is willing
to “calmly” accept the outco-
me if the opposition-control-
led parliament votes for her
impeachment this week, but
prefers to resign on her own
terms, lawmakers from her
party said yesterday.

Chung Jin Suk, floor leader
of the conservative ruling
party, said after an hour-long
meeting with Park that she
was willing to accept a now-

withdrawn proposal by the
party for her to voluntarily
step down in April to set up
a presidential election in
June. If lawmakers vote to
impeach her, Park said she
would make “every available
effort” to prepare for a court
process that would determi-
ne whether she would be for-
mally removed, according to
Chung.

The party’s chairman, Lee
Jung Hyun, who also atten-
ded the meeting, said it see-
med that Park was hoping

lawmakers would accept her
resignation rather than push
ahead with an attempt to im-
peach her.

Park has been accused by
state prosecutors of helping
a close confidante extort mo-
ney and favors from large
companies and manipulate
state affairs.

On Saturday, opposition
lawmakers registered an im-
peachment bill for Park to set
up a floor vote that could take
place as early as Friday. If the
bill goes through, Park wou-

the Constitutional Court” if
lawmakers vote to impeach
her, Chung said.

The impeachment bill needs
the support of at least 200
lawmakers from the 300-seat
parliament to pass. If it pas-
ses, the Constitutional Court
would be required to rule
within 180 days. If six of the
court’s nine justices support
the impeachment, Park will
be officially removed from of-
fice. The country then has to
hold a presidential election
within 60 days. AP

JAPAN

Abe won’t apologize at Pearl Harbor

APANESE Prime Minister Shinzo

Abe won'’t apologize for Japan’s at-
tack when he visits the U.S. naval base
at Pearl Harbor later this month, a go-
vernment spokesman said yesterday.

Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide
Suga said that “the purpose of the up-
coming visit is to pay respects for the
war dead and not to offer an apology.”

Abe announced late Monday that he
would have a summit meeting with
President Barack Obama in Hawaii and
visit Pearl Harbor. He will be the first
Japanese leader to go to the site of the
Japanese attack that propelled the Uni-
ted States into World War I1.

The unexpected announcement came
two days before the 75th anniversary of
the attack and six months after Obama
became the first sitting American pre-
sident to visit Hiroshima for victims of
the U.S. atomic bombing of that city at

the end of the same war.

“We must never repeat the tragedy of
the war,” Abe said. “I would like to send
this commitment. At the same time, I
would like to send a message of recon-
ciliation between Japan and the U.S.”

The White House confirmed that
Obama and Abe would visit the USS
Arizona Memorial at Pearl Harbor on
Dec. 27. It said “the two leaders’ visit
will showcase the power of reconcilia-
tion that has turned former adversaries
into the closest of allies, united by com-
mon interests and shared values.”

Tsuneo Watanabe, a senior research
fellow at the Sasakawa Peace Founda-
tion, said that together with Obama’s
visit to Hiroshima, the Pearl Harbor
visit will complete the reconciliation
process and help smooth bilateral rela-
tions under any administration.

“Historical disputes tend to be brou-
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U.S. President Barack Obama (right) talks with
Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe at the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation in Lima last month

ght up when relations become thorny
[...] but once you put them behind and
move on, it makes a difference if there
is any negative sentiment in the futu-
re,” he said. MDT/AP
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THAILAND
New king appoints
small council

Thailand’s new king named an 11-member
council of advisers yesterday, bringing in
three new officials, including a former army
chief and two representatives of the ruling
junta. The so-called Privy Council of Maha
Vajiralongkorn Bodindradebayavarangkun
is smaller than the 16-member council

of his father, the late King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who died on October 13. “The
new appointments lend a more military
presence to the Privy Council,” said Thitinan
Pongsudhirak, a political science professor
at Chulalongkorn University, but “there has
been more continuity from the new line-up
than anticipated.” The seven advisers who
were retained are an ex-bureaucrat, an ex-
minister, a former prime minister, three ex-
jurists and the former chief of the air force.
Vajiralongkorn faces a challenged country in
which democracy has struggled to take root
amid frequent coups and where political
factions wage bitter battles.

PHILIPPINES
Probe finds police
murdered mayor

The Philippine government’s investigation
agency said yesterday it has filed murder
complaints against two dozen police officers
and personnel after a probe showed they
shot to death a jailed town mayor linked

to illegal drugs and that there was no
gunbattle as claimed by the law enforcers.
The National Bureau of Investigation said
the Nov. 5 shooting to death of Mayor
Rolando Espinosa Sr. and another inmate,
Raul Yap, in their cells was a “rubout.” It
said the policemen most likely put pistols
and illegal drugs in their cells to justify a
police raid. The findings cast a black mark
on President Rodrigo Duterte’s deadly anti-
drug crackdown. There are suspicions that
some of the more than 4,000 slain drug
suspects may have been killed deliberately
by law enforcers.

CAMBODIA
Drug sentences upheld
for foreigners

A Cambodian appeals court yesterday
upheld the prison terms of a French woman,
an Australian woman and a Nigerian man
for trying to smuggle heroin to Australia.
Judge Pol Sam Ouen said the sentences
given by the Phnom Penh Municipal

Court in May 2014 to then-19-year-old
Frenchwoman Charlene Savarino, 41-year-
old Ann Yoshe Taylor of Australia and
23-year-old Precious Chneme Nwoko of
Nigeria were correct and accorded with
the law. The lower court had sentenced
Savarino to 25 years in prison, Taylor to
23 years and Nwoko to 27 years. Nwoko,
Savarino’s boyfriend, was believed to

have masterminded the smuggling and
asked Savarino to make the arrangements.
Cambodia is not a major producer of
illegal drugs but has increasingly become a
smuggling transit route.
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Lorne Cook, Brussels

ATO and the Euro-

pean Union are moving

forward on deepening

cooperation, the allian-
ce’s chief said yesterday, as U.S.
President-elect Donald Trump in-
sists European allies start pulling
their own military weight.

Preparing to chair a meeting in
Brussels of the 28-nation mili-
tary alliance’s foreign ministers,
NATO Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg told reporters that “we
have a momentum now.”

He said NATO and the EU would
endorse 40 proposals for boosting
cooperation on cyber security and
hybrid threats, operations at sea
and helping neighboring countries
better defend themselves.

Stoltenberg said “questions
have been asked with respect to
the strength of the trans-Atlantic
bond” and that the best way to res-
pond is to boost NATO-EU coope-
ration.

Trump lambasted Europeans
during the U.S. campaign for not
paying their fair share of defense
budgets and wants NATO to do
more to combat terrorism. Fewer
than halfa dozen of NATO’s 22 EU
allies spend the target 2 percent of
gross domestic product annually
on defense.

By far NATO’s biggest funder,
the U.S. has for years demanded
that its partners spend more, but
Trump’s heated and unpredictable
rhetoric has unsettled many allies.
They are also wary of Trump’s un-

AP PHOTO

NATO chief trumpets new

‘momentum’ with EU military ties

U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (second right) speaks with Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge Brende (left) and NATO

Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg (second left)

as the Russian president makes
more assertive use of his armed
forces in Europe.

U.S. Secretary of State John Ker-
ry, appearing at his last NATO mi-
nisterial meeting, said that “unity
is very, very important.”

“We need to come together, to
make sure there is a strong Euro-
pe, a strong NATO and that the
values and the interests that we all
share, we are continuing to work
on together,” Kerry told reporters.

@ The meeting

is partly to
reassure the
incoming U.S.

administration
that European

allies are

sels is aimed in part at reassuring
the incoming U.S. administration
that European allies are spending
more and that the world’s biggest
military alliance is already doing
plenty to combat terrorism.
Indeed, some allies are waiting
for Trump to spell out exactly what
more he believes they can do. Part
of the talks will focus on NATO’s
effort to help bring stability to Iraq
and Syria. A NATO early warning
radar aircraft is helping to impro-

skies over Syria. The alliance has
also been training military officers
from conflict-torn Iraq, and plans
to start doing it in Iraq from next
month.

Despite 22 common members,
NATO-EU cooperation has been
hindered by different visions over
which organization should have
primacy in defense matters and by
a long-standing dispute between
NATO member Turkey and EU
member Cyprus. Cyprus has rou-
tinely held up Turkey’s EU mem-
bership bid, although it isn’t alone
in doing so. Meanwhile, Turkey
has resisted attempts by the or-
ganizations to work more closely
together.

Among the 40 proposals, a quar-
ter relate to countering hybrid
threats like propaganda, political
and economic interference, or dis-
guising trained military personnel
as militias, as Russia did in Ukrai-
ne.

Others relate to better coordina-
ting the two organizations’ crisis
response activities, and studying
whether to conduct joint and coor-
dinated military exercises. But
they remain proposals and no-
thing concrete in terms of defense

critical view of Vladimir Putin even
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In_this file photo taken on May 9, Russian soldiers march during .
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The two-day meeting in Brus-

5

In this file hoto ke on Sept. 9, Rssian névy shi

spending more

miliary

the Victory Day military parade marking 71 years after the victory paratroopers take a part in a landing operation at the Black Sea coast,
Crimea

in WWII in Red Square in Moscow

Putin’s Russia seeks to of.roject
i

power with modern m

ITH an aircraft

carrier deployed
off Syria’s shores and
hundreds of new jets,
missiles and tanks en-
tering service each year,
President Vladimir Pu-
tin can project Russian
military power on a scale
unseen since Soviet ti-
mes.
A massive reform effort
launched in the wake of

Russia’s 2008 war with
Georgia has transformed
a crumbling, demorali-
zed military into agile
forces capable of swift
action in Ukraine and
Syria. Long gone are the
days when Russia was
forced through financial
hardship to scrap dozens
of warships and grou-
nd most of its air force.
Whereas many young

men long dodged their
obligatory military servi-
ce, recruits today speak
of extending assignmen-
ts in a better equipped,
trained and paid army.
“The military reform
has given Russia, the
Kremlin [and] Mr. Pu-
tin a usable instrument
of foreign policy which
Russia did not have for
a quarter century,” said

1tary

Dmitry Trenin, director
of the Carnegie Moscow
Center think tank.

Putin’s military power
today stands in stark
contrast to the dying
days of the Soviet Union,
when Russia inherited
the bulk of the 4-million-
strong Soviet army,
conscript-heavy forces
it could barely afford to
feed.

ve air safety in war plane-filled

During its five-day
war with tiny Georgia,
army units starved of
new equipment for 15
years experienced chro-
nic vehicle breakdowns,
communications failu-
res and friendly-fire ca-
sualties from inaccurate
salvos. Incensed by tho-
se setbacks, Putin and
military =~ commanders
committed to a program
of radical restructuring
and spending.

Perhaps the most im-
portant change today is
in the caliber of the sol-
diers themselves. While
all men aged 18 to 27 still
face a mandatory year of
military service, Russia
increasingly is attracting
volunteers for at least
two years and building a
culture emphasizing the
military as a career.

Russia’s Defense Mi-
nistry says contract sol-
diers, most of them for-
mer conscripts who opt
to stay, have outnum-
bered conscripts in the
ranks since 2015.

Moreover, the prospect
of future deployments is
real. Russia since 2014
has stoked tensions with
the West in ways unseen
since the Cold War.

programs are on the table. AP

First came Russia’s li-
ghtning seizure of Cri-
mea from neighboring
Ukraine, followed by
surreptitious aid to pro-
Russian rebels in the
country’s breakaway
east. Next, Russia laun-
ched an air campaign in
Syria in support of Pre-
sident Bashar Assad and
against  American-ba-
cked rebel groups as well
as their shared Islamic
State foe.

In the past month Rus-
sia’s sole aircraft carrier,
the Admiral Kuznetsov,
has joined land-based
aircraft in bombing tar-
gets in Syria — the first
attacks mounted by
carrier in Russia’s his-
tory. Russia is using the
Syria campaign to test
several new designs of
cruise missiles, fighters,
bombers and helicopter
gunships in combat for
the first time.

Analysts warn that
Putin’s forces could be
poised to act more free-
ly in Syria, Ukraine or
elsewhere in expectation
that U.S. president-elect
Donald Trump will pre-
fer to cut deals with Rus-
sian interests, not con-
front them. MDT/AP
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SECURITY SERVICES
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS
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SECURITY SYSTEMS
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RISK ASSESSMENT &
RISK MITIGATION
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& EVALUATION
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www.magnus-security.net "MAGNIFYING YOUR SECURITY" contact@magnus-security.net

STILL THE BIGGEST POKER
NIGHT OF THE WEEK

PokerStars LIVE Macau hosts the Saturday SuperStack
with a HK$100,000 guaranteed prize pool. With a buy-in
of HK $3,000, you start with a huge 15K starting chip stack.

Don’t miss out on the biggest tournament of the week.
Every Saturday from 16th November to 5th January.

OOIC Prassntation Beqistration Form
nilofRsanpaaling. com

Crficial Parners

- ® C=. B O

POKER@ STARS

MACAU
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THE CoLLECTION ExHiBITION OF Tal FunGg
ToNGg ART House

TIME: 2pm-6pm daily (Except Mondays)
VENUE: Tai Fung Tong Art House, Calgada da
Igreja de S. Lazaro 7

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 3537 / 2834 6626

ABSTRACT PAINTINGS FROM THE MAM
COLLECTION

TIME: 10am-7pm (no admittance after 6:30 pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: December 31, 2016

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOPS5 (Free on Sundays and public
holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Macau GranD Prix Museum & WINE
Museum

TIME: 10am-8pm daily (Except Tuesdays)
VENUE: Rua Luis Gonzaga Gomes, 431,
basement (Tourism Activities Centre-CAT)
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8798 4108 / 2833 3000

Macau Arts WinDow 2016: DWELLING ON

(L)BJECTS — FRAGMENTS DRAWN BY YUEN-YI
O

TIME: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm,

closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: December 4, 2016

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,

s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public

holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR
ExHIBITION

TIME: 10am-6pm daily, (Except Thursdays, open
on public holidays)

UNTIL: February 21, 2017

VENUE: Macau Science Centre, Avenida Dr. Sun
Yat-Sen

ADMISSION: Exhibition Centre MOP25;
Planetarium MOP60-80

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0822

Tak SENG ON PawNsHOP

TIME: 10:30am-7pm (Closed on the first Monday
of every month)

VENUE: No. 396 Avenida Almeida Ribeiro
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 7911

POLICE NAB SUSPECTS, FOWL
ACCOMPLICE IN BREAK-IN

Two suspects in a weekend break-in at a Massachusetts
convenience store had a fowl accomplice.

Northampton officers investigating a robbery in progress
at a store quickly found two men and a live rooster in a
nearby car.

The men were arrested on breaking and entering and
other charges, and the stolen property was recovered.

The rooster was not charged, but was taken to the station
for safe keeping.

Police said on their official Facebook page that while they
have provided temporary shelter for a variety of animals
before, this was the first rooster.

There was no word on why the suspects had the bird.
Their names were not released.

canal macau

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:50 RTPiLive

18:00 Once Upon A Time Sr.1 (Repeated)
18:50 Precious Pearl (Repeated)

19:40 TDM Interview (Repeated)

20:15  Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00  Non-Daily Portuguese News

21:30  Criminal Minds S10

22:10  Precious Pearl

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Champions League Highlights

23:50 Miscellaneous

00:40 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
01:15 RTPiLive

CINETEATRO
01 Dec - 07 Dec

CRAYON SHINCHAN MOVIE 2016_

Room 1

2.15, 6.00, 9.45 pm

Director: Wataru Takahashi

Language: Cantonese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 104min

YOUR NAME

Room 1

4.00, 7.45 pm

Director: Makoto Shinkai

Language: Japanese (English and Cantonese)
Duration: 115min

FANTASTIC BEASTS & WHERE TO FIND THEM_

ROOM 2

2.15,4.45,7.15,9.45 pm

Director: David Yares

Starring: Katherine Waterston, Dan Fogler, Alison Sudol
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 133min

THE LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS_

Room 3

2.30,4.45,7.15 pm

Director: Derek Cianfrance

Starring: Michael Fasssbender, Alicia Vikander, Rachel
Weisz

Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 133min

-

SHUT IN_

ROOM 3

9.30 pm

Director: Farren Blackburn

Starring: Charlie Heaton, Naomi Watts, Jacob Tremblay
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 91min

MACAU TOWER
01 Dec - 07 Dec

UNDERWORLD BLOOD WARS _

2.30, 4.30, 7.30, 9.30 pm

Director: Anna Foerster

Starring: Kate Beckinsale, Theo James, Lara Pulver
Language: English (Cantonese)

Duration: 91min

(Y RDOW CHE COST
. OF ALLCTHINGS. § .
YEC CHE VALUE OF

1993 ACTIVISTS LOSE BATTLE
OVER CHESTNUT TREE

Dozens of people have been injured at the end of a
20-year battle to save a 250-year-old chestnut tree
in east London.

Twenty protesters were arrested after they clashed
with 200 police officers sent to ensure a court order
to cut down the tree was enforced.

The tree - now reduced to stump - was growing at
George Green, Wanstead, the only open space left
in the area. Contractors plan to build a tunnel link
through the green to the M11 at Redbridge with the
Blackwall Tunnel road in Hackney.

Environmentalists built a house in the tree, formed
a human shield around it and chained themselves
together with steel tubes.

Protester Emma Must said: “They cannot remove
us unless they hacksaw through the tubes, which is
going to take them some hours.”

Violence broke out as police moved the activists
amid claims officers used excessive force.

Some reports suggested women were dragged by
their hair and punches were thrown, but these were
strongly denied by police.

Chief Supt Stuart Giblin said: “My officers acted
professionally despite some of the comments and
behaviour of the protesters.”

They were finally pulled away from the tree but later
formed a blockade by lying across the road to pre-
vent a crane approaching.

It was the worst day in several years of action against
the controversial construction of the link road.

“You’re killing the Earth,” they shouted at contrac-
tors.

“We are full-time guardians of the Earth. We want to
stop the Earth from being killed,” said one protester.

They claim the 3.5 mile (5.6 km) link, on which work
began in September, will not only damage the local
environment but waste money, costing £230m.

Eventually most of the area was cleared, but the
crane was forced to go into action with one activist
still chained to it and several others up the trunk.

But following 10 hours of scuffles, the remaining
people were removed and the tree chopped down.

Courtesy BBC News

The tree had been recognised by the High Court as a legal
dwelling because the Post Office delivered mail to it from
around the world.

A small book of some of this post was published.

The M11 protest was one of the first of its kind in the coun-
try and set a precedent for similar scenes during future road
building.

It was the first where bunkers and tunnels were dug and even
after the tree was gone, protesters continued to wreak havoc
in the area by occupying surrounding buildings due for demo-
lition.

Despite the difficulties the extension was completed and open
by the end of 1999.
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Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

If you can imagine it, you can have it.
That may sound crazy -- or overused,
at least -- but it’s not. So, right now,
take a minute to imagine what you
want, right down to the very last
detail.

n Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Think about it: Exactly how long has
it been that you've been thinking,
wishing, hoping and actually dreaming
about taking off for parts unknown?
(Unknown to only you and possibly
one lucky companion, that is.)

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Do what it takes to make that voice
in the back of your head stop yelling
at you. If it involves someone you've
been keeping company with, think
hard about whether or not you trust
them.

£

Libra

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Put all the nonsense of the past few
days behind you and focus on the day
ahead, which is due to be interesting
and unusual. Start preparing yourself
to meet someone new who'll be quite
different from anyone else you know.

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Ready to have ‘em all laughing in
the aisles again and rejuvenate your
reputation as a party animal? Well, if
you're not, someone else will be only
too happy to do it for you: someone
who’s seen you in action.

M Aquarius
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

You can come out now, and you
can stop worrying, too. You've been
dealing with an internal tug-of-war
for days, trying to decide whether to
choose the responsible thing to do or
the fun thing to do.

1- Personal quirks; 5- Pressing need; 9- Architect LM.; 12-
13- Singer Shore; 15- Profit; 16- Designer Christian; 17- Jack Sprat could ___
girll; 24- Actor Linden; 25-
Missouri feeder; 28- Make pretty; 33- Embankment; 34- Poet Angelou; 35- Days
of ___; 36- 7th letter of the Greek alphabet; 37- Dog-___
39- Currency exchange fee; 41- Pub potables; 42- Wipe off;
44- No long-distance charge; 46- Bottles; 47- Put down, in slang; 48- ...
Elba; 49- Respire; 53- Teases; 57- Floe; 58- Papal garment; 60- Bluesy James;
61- Without full use of a leg; 62- Mineral used as a gem; 63- Tatum’s dad; 64-

fat; 18- Coffee servers; 19- Beg; 21-

38- ___theseason...;

Initially; 23- ___

x Taurus

April 20-May 20

An authority figure who seems to
have been less than forthcoming
lately is secretly planning to come
clean and tell you exactly what’s
been going on in their mind, but
there’s no reason to worry.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Your home is a warm, comfortable
nest, and everyone you know always
wants to come over. If things get a
little tricky and you have too much
company, mention that youd like
some time alone.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

There’s passion and romance on the
agenda for your sign, and you're most
definitely game. You've been dealing
with someone else’s problems for
what seems like weeks, and it’s time
for some fun with one special person.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Everyone around you will be feeling
everything just as intensely as you
do all the time. You'll also notice that
they’re operating a bit more from
their guts and a lot less from the
‘shoulds’ they were taught as a child.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

After days of feeling like that tension
in your shoulders was never going to
go away, you'll wake up this morning
feeling like a brand-new person. And
it’s probably going to keep getting
better, too.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

You have one more day of that to
go and then you’ll be ready for
some serious fun -- and some
serious romance, too, by the
way. The good stuff starts early
this evening

Pisces

Lady of Sp.; 65- Mayberry boy; 66- Mex. miss;

Down
1- It may turn; 2- The doctor
7- Thunder Bay’s prov.;
9- Henry VIII’s sixth;
11- Technical sch.;
person;

Change into ice; 48- Zhou ____

52- Switch ending 54-
55- Coup d’
PC program;

15- Culpable; 20- Suffix with
cigar; 22- Blubber; 25- Fold; 26- Release;
27- Be of use to; 28- European capital, in
song; 29- Deli breads; 30- Little bits; 31-
Frolic; 32- Affirmatives; 34- Boy or man;
37- Hearing distance; 40- Methuselah’s
claim to fame; 42- Waiting for the Robert
___; 43- Oakland outfit; 45- In shape; 46-
; 49- OPEC
units; 50- Back; 51- Humorist Bombeck;
Interstellar dist.;

; 56- Yemen'’s capital; 59-

Yesterday’s solution

P

of Man;

(like some used books);

saw

___; 3- Coagulate; 4- Notched; 5- Think; 6- Lasso;
8- Grandma;
10- Half of zwei;
14- Short-tempered

N ROLIDAY VISIT HAS BEEN N\CE,‘
BUTTHAVETO -

_ LEAVE SOON,

ADMITIT, YOU'RE

GONNAMISSMEY 2

¥_‘/ a

WHERE ARE

YOU GOING?

TO MY ROOM,
50 1 CAN START
MISSING YOU

ALREADY,
7

/«h—/d'_\? |/,+ www.gocomics.com/the-born-loser

4 Beijing
Harbin
1 Tianjin

Urumqi
Xi'an
Lhasa

Chengdu
Chongging
Kunming

Medium

Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou

8 1 1 6 5

Taipei
2 Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris

London
New York
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Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

(Open line) 993

28573333
Customs 28 559 944

Commission Against

28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
50 888 88

© 2016 UFS, Inc. Dist. by Universal Uclick for UFS

999
Fire department 28 572 222

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

MIN

S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
28 371 333

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

MAX

-12

13

16
15
18
14
13
16
15
22
21
21

CONDITION

clear

clear

clear
fog/clear
clear

clear

clear

cloudy

clear
clear/cloudy
clear/cloudy
cloudy

clear
overcast/drizzle
clear

cloudy

flurry

clear/overcast
cloudy/overcast
drizzle
drizzle/moderate rain

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

28939 939/ 2828 3283

Water Supply — Report 2822 0088

—Report 1000

Electricity — Report 28 339 922

28 716 081

-

AD

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
lnfmeMLproperty Com

Manhattan E Unit
Taipa
1,626 sq ft / HKD 11.382M
HKD 7,000sq ft
Luxury Residence
Ref: 16105505

Office Space, Centro
Commercial, Macau
Great Location

Available in January 2017

HKD 12,200 / 836 sq ft

Ref: 16100626

Taipa Warehouse, Pac On Taipa Car Park

Taipa Taipa
1,652 sq ft / HKD 6.99M 0 sq ft / HKD 1.48M
HKD 4,231 sq ft HKD 0sq ft

Storage Space & Cargo Lifts

Ref: 16095501 Ref: 16095495

Manhattan F Unit
Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment
Furnished Throughout
HKD 22,000/ 1,720 sq ft
Ref: 16090612

D Unit, Coloane
3 Bedroom Apartment
Car Park Included
HKD 14,500 / 1,663 sq ft
Ref: 16100623

Undercover on 2nd Floor

Hellene Gardens, Lot 4,

lau Lei Garden
Taipa
1,015 sq ft / HKD 6.8M
HKD 6,699sq ft
Views Across Taipa
Ref: 16105501

Jardim De Wa Bao
Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment
View to Macau Stadium
HKD 12,000 / 900 sq ft
Ref: 16100621

E
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)
=
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185 ps and 7-speed +/- CVUT transmission seal, reduce

the fuel consumption by 22.3% to 13.7km/L. Mohitored by

the omniscient 360° multi-view camera system and

Smart Parking Assist System. The 300mm ultra low

platform design provide convenience for kids and elderly.
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Doug Ferguson, Nassau

flop shot that requi-
red feel. A wedge to a
back pin that he had
o trust. Tiger Woods
followed those two birdies with
a perfect 6-iron that he wanted
to be even better, urging it to
move “one yard ... one yard!”

The golf ball didn’t listen. Te-
levision viewers did.

And his three straight birdies
after going 466 days without
competition sure got everyone’s
attention, even those who were
playing.

“When I saw that he was 4 un-
der through eight, I wanted to
withdraw so I could go watch
him,” Russell Knox said.

Was he back to being Tiger
Woods?

Of course not.

This was only the front nine of
the first round at the Hero Wor-
1d Challenge. By the end of the
week, Woods was 15th out of 17
players . What returned was the
excitement of having him insi-
de the ropes again.

“Everybody loves the come-
back story,” Matt Kuchar said.
“A guy like Tiger, good or bad,
draws attention. If it’s good, it
gets really exciting.”

So he’s back. And now he’s
gone again.

Still to be determined is when
he will play and how much.
There has been chatter, and
nothing more at this stage, of
Woods playing in the Abu Dha-
bi HSBC Championship the
third week in January. HSBC
already has Rickie Fowler and

AP PHOTO

GOLF

More time needed before Tiger
Woods is judged by his scores

Torrey Pines is a week later

D A

Tiger Woods hits from the rough on the 18th hole during the final round

at Innisbrook is in play because

o

a;te Hero oi'ld challnge golf tournament

question.

Dustin Johnson, not to men-
tion Rory Mcllroy and Henrik
Stenson, and might not want
to break the bank. But a happy
and healthy week for Woods in
the Bahamas — not to mention
his 24 birdies — certainly raised
interest.

and a more likely start.

Woods said in his “heart of
hearts” he wants to play a full
schedule. It will a different one,
at least early.

Riviera is back on the schedu-
le because his foundation runs
it. The Valspar Championship

it’s a week after one World Golf
Championship and two weeks
before another — both in the
month leading to the Masters.
Woods isn’t eligible for either
WGC event and won'’t be unless
he wins before then.

That leads to the more critical

When will it be time to stop
marveling at seeing the red
shirt and start judging him
by red numbers on the score-
board?

Woods doesn’t like any vic-
tory that doesn’t come with
a trophy, so he was quick to

Euroe’s PeterHanson (left), and assistant captain
Thomas Bjorn

HOMAS Bjorn was appointed as

captain of Europe’s 2018 Ryder Cup
team yesterday, a reward for his long and
successful association with the event as
a player and vice-captain as well as his
commitment to the European Tour.

The 45-year-old Dane became the first
Scandinavian to lead the European team,
which will look to regain the cup at Le
Golf National in Paris in 2018 after its 17-
11 loss to the United States at Hazeltine
in October.

“I have lived and breathed the Euro-
pean Tour for so long,” Bjorn said, “and
now I will do the same with the Ryder
Cup for the next two years.”

Bjorn is held in high respect in Euro-

Thomas Bjorn appointed Europe’s
Ryder Cup captain for 2018

pean golf, having represented players’
interests in his role as chairman of the
tour’s Tournament Committee since
2007. He has also won 17 titles worldwi-
de since turning professional in 1993, in-
cluding taking down Tiger Woods in the
Dubai Desert Classic in 2001 when the
American was at the height of his game.

The Ryder Cup is close to Bjorn’s heart,
having being on the winning side in all
three of his appearances as a player — in
1997, 2002 and 2014 — and three out of
four times as a vice-captain. The only loss
was under Darren Clarke at Hazeltine.

“I saw first-hand what he was like as a
vice-captain in 2010, and he was excep-
tional,” said Colin Montgomerie, who led
the European team to victory that year.
“T used him possibly more than any other
vice-captain at Celtic Manor.

“He wears his heart on his sleeve and I
think that’s important for the role.”

Montgomerie spoke of Bjorn’s “com-
bustible and fiery nature,” qualities that
might fire up Europe’s players in the heat

of Ryder Cup week. But serving as an as-
sistant under four captains — Bernhard
Langer in 2004, Jose Maria Olazabal in
2012, as well as Montgomerie and Clarke
— will have given him valuable experien-
ce of the type of calculated decisions nee-
ded from a team leader.

Clarke and Olazabal were on the five-
man panel that selected the 2018 cap-
tain.

“I studied a lot of captains as a player
and as a vice-captain and always won-
dered what that feeling would be like to
be the one leading out a team of 12 great
players,” Bjorn said. “Now it’s my turn to
do just that.”

The Ryder Cup returns to mainland Eu-
rope for the first time since the 1997 ma-
tch at Valderrama. Bjorn knows Le Golf
National well, having played the French
Open there on 14 occasions, finishing
third in 2007.

Europe has won the Ryder Cup the last
five times it has been staged on European
soil. AP

point out “silly mistakes” and
six double bogeys whenever he
caught himself getting too exci-
ted talking about his good golf.
But he had reason to smile.
Only the winner, Hideki Mat-
suyama, had as many sub-par
holes. Woods shot 65 in the
second round with no bogeys,
not a tall order at Albany except
that it was his first tournament
in 15 months.

This was a good week for him.

His swing showed very litt-
le stress. It was graceful, not
violent. Woods knows he isn’t
among the top power players
anymore, though he showed
ample length off the tee, even
finding an extra gear on occa-
sion. He said before the tourna-
ment he had all the shots, and
there was little evidence to sug-
gest otherwise.

He just didn’t score very well.
But only those wanting to see
him fail cared about that after
such a long layoff.

That will change over time. The-
re’s just no consensus on when.

“Give him three or four tour-
naments, maybe six tourna-
ments, maybe around the Mas-
ters,” Henrik Stenson said.
“Probably give him a number of
tournaments and he might be
in contention in one of the early
ones next year. Then you know
you have the answer quicker.
It’s easy to overanalyze a very
limited amount of golf.”

Kuchar said he has low expec-
tations of Woods in the Baha-
mas, and was impressed to see
him start 73-65-70.

“I still don’t hold him to any
standard justyet,” he said. “He’s
kind of a new man. Great to see.
Shoot, he gets back in the hunt
and wins a tournament, you’d
have to put those expectations
right back on him. For having
nearly two years off, it’s hard to
hold a guy to his typical expec-
tation level.”

Brandt Snedeker was curious
to see how much progress
Woods makes in his next tour-
nament. Others, like Jordan
Spieth and Zach Johnson, had
a longer view when it came to
measuring Woods by his scores.

“To me, it’s if we can chat next
year at this point,” Johnson
said. “It’s not so much the golf
game and the golf swing and
the putts being holed and con-
tention. It’s physically. Can he
withstand a Tiger year, which is
what, 15 to 20 events?”

Curiosity has given way to an-
ticipation. Doubts have been
replaced by optimism.

Reality is still months away, if
not longer. AP
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Macau Matters

Richard Whitfield

Coin GoncERNS

Everybody in the developed world is very
familiar with the problems posed by coins.
When you buy stuff with cash you pay mostly
with notes and get change mostly in coins.
As soon as you get home you drop the coins
on your bedside table or some other place
because they are heavy and clumsy to carry
around, and they quickly wear holes in the
bottoms of your pants pockets.

Then you periodically get rid of all your
accumulated coins by giving them away to
children or charities or, in civilised countries,
depositing them at your local bank branch.
Unfortunately, new arrivals in Macau and
Hong Kong are often caught out when the
bank refuses to accept their stash of coins,
after standing for a long time in a bank
queue. Shopkeepers also have considerab-
le problems in getting coins from local banks
- they are only available sometimes!

| have always been very annoyed by this
practice, which is very easily resolved by re-
quiring banks to always accept and distribu-
te all values of legal currency as part of their
licensing. Shame on the local monetary au-
thorities for not enforcing such rules, as they
do in most parts of the developed world.

| am sure that banks complain that han-
dling coins is expensive, but my answer
is that this is simply a reasonable cost of
doing business. Also, nowadays, in most
countries banks have automatic coin coun-
ting and dispensing machines so that the
handling cost is minimal - why can’t Macau
and Hong Kong banks buy some of these
machines?

Another way to (at least partially) resolve
this issue has been widely adopted in Hong
Kong where Octopus debit cards can nearly
always be used for purchases to give the
merchant the exact amount. These debit
cards were initially developed for use in
public transport but have been extended
to cover many different kinds of purchases
in many different kinds of retail outlet. Oc-
topus cards are also very easily “refilled” by
electronic funds transfers. Again, the Macau
monetary authority has had years of this
example to follow and promote, but they
have done very little so that MacauPass
cards are still not widely enough used, and
they can only be “refilled” in limited ways.

In many other parts of the world the use of
small purchase debit cards (like Octopus)
are being supplanted by smartphone Apps
that contain an electronic wallet and near-
field or wifi communications technologies
are used to communicate with merchant
equipment and transfer funds securely at
the point of sale. When buying something
using these technologies, people simply
wave their smartphone near a reader (and
possibly give an authorisation code) to
make a payment. Again, the Macau mone-
tary authority and the local banks seem to
be dragging their heals in legally authorising
and setting up these systems for locals and
tourists to use.

| hate to sound like a broken record, but
Macau should be positioning itself as a
showcase for the latest and greatest “21st
century” technologies for making life easier
and more sustainable. We are small and rich
so we can afford to do it, and we have a very
large tourist population that will be impres-
sed at how modern life is in Macau. These
tourists will also create regional demand for
implementing the technologies showcased
in Macau which will open up opportunities
for consulting and other exportable servi-
ces. This is the best way that | can think of
for diversifying Macau’s economy. What is
holding us back?

AP PHOTO

® COURT REJECTS Ho CHio MENG’S
APPEAL, TRIAL STARTS FRIDAY

The Court of Final Appeal (TUI) rejected the
request filed by former prosecutor general, Ho
Chio Meng, contesting the participation of the
court’s president, Sam Hou Fai, in the trial.
Ho’s trial will have its first session on Friday,
December 9, TUI announced last night.

Invoking Article 32 of the Penal Code, Ho’s de-
fense made the case last week that Sam should
not preside over the final judgment. During the
investigation held by the Commission Against

Corruption, Sam had authorized the investi-
gation for the assets declaration of the former
prosecutor general and his wife, and had taken
part in the ruling over the request for a habeas
corpus based on unlawful imprisonment in ear-
ly March this year.

The former procurator has been accused of
over 1,500 counts of crimes including 19 coun-
ts of fraud amounting to a total of MOP167
million.

Poland’s to

court

upholds refusal to
extradite Polanski

Roma Polanski

Monika Scislowska, Warsaw

OLAND’S Supreme

Court yesterday confir-
med that the country would
refuse to detain and extra-
dite filmmaker Roman Po-
lanski to the U.S.

The ruling upholds the de-
cision of a lower court that
was challenged by the justice
minister, and closes the ma-
tter in Poland.

“Game over,” said Jan Ol-
szewski, one of Polanski’s
lawyers. “The case is defini-
tively closed. We won in a
fair struggle. We feel satis-
faction.”

Polanski, 83, is wanted in
the U.S. in a case involving
sex with a minor that has
haunted him for almost 40
years. He is subject to an In-
terpol warrant in 188 coun-
tries.

He has avoided extradition
by traveling only between
three countries. He lives in
France, where he was born,
and also has a home in Swit-
zerland, which in 2011 rejec-
ted a U.S. request to extradi-
te him. He has often visited
Poland, where he survived
the Holocaust, grew up and
studied at a film academy.

Poland’s three-judge panel
rejected a request by Justice
Minister Zbigniew Ziobro
to overturn the extradition
refusal, and upheld the de-
cision made by a lower court

in Krakow in 2015.

Ziobro said yesterday that
he accepted and respected
the court’s ruling but also
insisted that “proceedings
concerning the sexual abuse
of minors should be enfor-
ced consistently regardless
of who committed the crime
or when.”

Polanski pleaded guilty in
1977 to one count of unlaw-
ful sexual intercourse with
a 13-year-old girl during a
photo shoot in Los Ange-
les. In exchange, the judge
agreed to drop other charges
and sentenced him to prison
for a psychiatric evaluation.
Polanski was released after
42 days by an evaluator who
deemed him mentally sound
and unlikely to offend again.

The judge then said he was
going to send Polanski back
to prison for the remain-
der of the 9o days and that
afterward he would ask Po-
lanski to agree to a “volun-
tary deportation.” Polanski
fled from the United States
before he was sentenced.

The U.S., which has been
seeking to bring Polanski
back before a court, asked
Poland last year to extradite
him.

Olszewski said Polanski
has paid dearly for what he
has done, with all the films
that he was not able to make
in Hollywood and the 40
years of stigma.

Polanski was preparing to
make a film in Poland, but
transferred it to France after
Ziobro’s move. His lawyers
said this was also the reason
why Polanski did not travel
to Poland to attend the fu-
neral of another leading film
director, Andrzej Wajda, in
October.

Polanski will not comment
on the decision, his lawyer
in France, Herve Termime,
told The Associated Press.

The justice minister revi-
ved the case in May, mon-
ths after the conservative
government took office.
Ziobro argued that Polanski
should be punished and that
his celebrity status was the
only thing shielding the Os-
car-winning director from
being extradited.

The lower court had argued
that Polanski had served
over 350 days of prison ter-
ms and house arrest in the
U.S and Switzerland, which
was more than the original
U.S. verdict. It also said he
would probably not get a fair
trial in the U.S. if he were ex-
tradited.

Polanski won an Academy
Award for best director for
his 2002 film “The Pianist,”
which he filmed in War-
saw, but he did not travel to
the U.S. for the ceremony.
He was nominated for his
19708’ movies “Chinatown”
and “Tess.”
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SOUTH KOREA
President Park
Geun-hye is willing

to “calmly” accept

the outcome if the
opposition-controlled
parliament votes for her
impeachment this week,
but prefers to resign

on her own terms,
lawmakers from her
party say. More on pi3

IRAN-SAUDI ARABIA
A court in Saudi Arabia
yesterday sentenced
15 people to death
and several others to
prison terms in a case
involving an alleged
Iranian spy cell, a
sign of the continuing
tension between the
two Mideast powers.

IRAQ The Iraqi army
yesterday pushed into
another neighborhood
held by the Islamic
State group on the
southeastern edge of
Mosul, according to a
military statement and
Iragi commanders on
the ground.
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ALBANIA A European
security organization
says it has helped
Albania’s army dispose
of 140 metric tons of
hazardous military
chemicals, which are
ready to be taken by
ship to France for
destruction.

AP PHOTO

GERMANY Chancellor
Angela Merkel has won
a new two-year term

as leader of Germany’s
main conservative
party. Merkel ran
unopposed yesterday
for the leadership

of the Christian
Democratic Union —
the springboard for her
run for a fourth term

as chancellor in next
year’s German election.
She won 89.5 percent of
delegates’ votes, short
of the 96.7 percent she
won two years ago.



