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INDIA India’s space 
agency says it 
successfully launched 
a record 104 nano 
satellites into orbit 
aboard a single 
rocket. 

CHINA Authorities 
awarded U.S. President 
Donald Trump valuable 
rights to his own name 
this week, in the form 
of a 10-year trademark 
for construction 
services. Critics 
say Trump’s global 
intellectual property 
interests could be 
used by foreign states 
as leverage over the 
president and may 
violate the emoluments 
clause of the U.S. 
Constitution. More on p10

PHILIPPINES The 
government is 
considering adding 
airports to serve the 
capital Manila and 
nearby areas, including 
a sprawling airport city 
complex that could 
handle 100 million 
passengers a year. 
Manila’s congested 
international airport 
once was dubbed the 
world’s worst airport 
in surveys by travel 
website The Guide to 
Sleeping in Airports.

INDONESIA Unofficial 
counts indicate the 
acrimonious election 
for Jakarta’s governor 
will head to a second 
round in April with the 
incumbent, a minority 
Christian, failing to 
secure the 50 percent 
needed for an outright 
win. More on p13

WORLD BRIEFS

More on  backpage

Woman arrested over 
Kim Jong Nam’s murder

ssm agrees with revamped 
smoking lounges 

diplomats seeking  
trump’s reassurance

The revamp of smoking lounges in  
casinos “is a step forward,” Health 
Bureau acting director Cheang 
Seng Ip said

Foreign ministers from most of the 
world’s leading powers are heading 
to a diplomatic summit of the Group 
of 20 industrialized economies 
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imf lauds 
region’s 
economic 
resilience
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Reports: Kim lived in Taipa, daughter attends local school
 P2-3, 4

Alexis Tam confirms Central Library 
will be built at Old Court Building
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 Kim Jong 
Nam Kim lived 
in a high rise 
building in 
Taipa 

Daniel Beitler

K im Jong Nam was 
rumored to have lived 
in Macau for around a 
decade after he fell out 

of favor with the North Korean 
regime, which is now controlled 
by his half-brother Kim Jong 
Un.

The man who was murdered 
at the Kuala Lumpur airport li-
ved in a newer high rise building 
in Macau’s Taipa neighborhood 
across from a public park, accor-
ding to photos published by Sou-
th Korea’s Yonhap news agency. 
The Associated Press reported 
that Filipino woman who lives 
in the building and declined to 
give her name said she saw Kim 
in the elevator but they never 
spoke.

Kim’s teenage daughter attends 
Macau Anglican College after 
having transferred from an in-
ternational school nearby. None 
of the students interviewed at 
both schools said they knew her 
or had seen her the day after her 
father’s death.

Though Kim Jong Nam was 
reported to not use bodyguards, 
he was often accompanied by 
friends – both Chinese and Por-

DAyS IN MACAU

Kim Jong Nam led low-key lifestyle in    city’s downtown

tuguese – in Macau and usually 
traveled by taxi.

A hard man to pin down, the-
re are few direct accounts of 
Kim Jong Nam and fewer media 

appearances. A 2007 feature on 
the South China Morning Post 
republished in the wake of the 
assassination this week, cites 
various unnamed sources that 

claimed at the time to be able to 
shed light on the exiled man.

According to those familiar 
with his lifestyle in Macau, the 
elusive Kim Jong Nam develo-

ped a reputation for living low
-key despite being well-endowed 
financially.

“He’s not short of funds but he 
doesn’t always live the high life,” 
commented one Macau-based 
source according to the article. 
“He has tastes that can be very 
down-to-earth [… and] very late 
at night he may stop with friends 
at a street-side establishment 
that is far from luxurious.”

“He is low-profile, but that 
doesn’t seem to stop him en-
joying life,” continued the sour-
ce. “The guy seems to like Ma-
cau. He says he is happier there 
than on the mainland.”

The elusive relative of the Nor-
th Korean leader was said to fa-
vor the same restaurants (mostly 
serving Korean food) and bars in 
Taipa, where he usually consu-
med whisky or cognac.

Malaysian police 
arrested a woman 

yesterday in the apparent 
assassination of Kim Jong 
Nam, the North Korean 
leader’s exiled half brother 
who South Korean spies 
say once begged his sibling 
to spare his life.

The astonishing killing, 
which reportedly came at 
the hands of two female 

A woman (center) in white, at Kuala Lumpur airport, who police say 
was arrested in connection with the death of Kim Jong Nam

Woman arrested in killing of 
N. Korean leader’s half brother

assassins, set off waves 
of speculation over whe-
ther North Korea had 
dispatched a hit squad to 
kill a man known for his 
drinking, gambling and 
complicated family life.

Kim Jong Nam, who was 
45 or 46, was estranged 
from his younger brother, 
North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un, and had been li-

ving abroad for years. He 
reportedly fell out of favor 
when he was caught trying 
to enter Japan on a false 
passport in 2001, saying 
he wanted to visit Tokyo 
Disneyland.

According to two senior 
Malaysian government 
officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because the case involves 
sensitive diplomacy, the 
elder Kim died en route to 
a hospital on Monday after 
suddenly falling ill at the 
budget terminal of Kuala 
Lumpur International Air-
port.

He told medical workers 
before he died that he 
had been attacked with a 
chemical spray, the Ma-
laysian officials said. Mul-

tiple South Korean media 
reports, citing unidenti-
fied sources, said two wo-
men believed to be North 
Korean agents killed him 
with some kind of poison 
before fleeing in a taxi.

Malaysia started an au-
topsy yesterday to deter-
mine the cause of death. 
But a Malaysian gover-
nment official, who also 
demanded anonymity 
because of the case’s sen-
sitivity, said North Korea 
objected to the procedure 
because they wanted the 
body back. But the Malay-
sian official said the autop-
sy was still continuing.

Also yesterday, Malay-
sian police arrested a wo-
man carrying Vietnamese 
travel documents bearing 

the name Doan Thi Huong 
at the Kuala Lumpur air-
port budget terminal, 
where Kim Jong Nam was 
attacked. It was not im-
mediately clear whether 
the passport was genuine. 
She was identified using 
earlier surveillance video 
from the airport, police 
said.

Still photos of the video, 
confirmed as authentic by 
police, showed a woman 
in a skirt and long-sleeved 
white T-shirt with “LOL” 
across the front.

Police said they were 
hunting for more suspec-
ts. No further details were 
released.

Since taking power in 
late 2011, Kim Jong Un 
has executed or purged a 
number of high-level go-
vernment officials in what 
the South Korean gover-
nment has described as a 
“reign of terror.”

South Korea’s spy agen-
cy, the National Intelligen-
ce Service, said yesterday 

that North Korea had been 
trying for five years to kill 
Kim Jong Nam. The NIS 
did not definitively say that 
North Korea was behind 
the killing, just that it was 
presumed to be a North 
Korean operation, accor-
ding to lawmakers who 
briefed reporters about 
the closed-door meeting 
with the spy officials.

The NIS also cited a 
“genuine” attempt by 
North Korea to kill Kim 
Jong Nam in 2012, the 
lawmakers said. The NIS 
told them that Kim Jong 
Nam sent a letter to Kim 
Jong Un in April 2012, 
after the assassination 
attempt, begging for the 
lives of himself and his fa-
mily.

The letter said: “I hope 
you cancel the order for 
the punishment of me 
and my family. We have 
nowhere to go, nowhere to 
hide, and we know that the 
only way to escape is com-
mitting suicide.” AP
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The guy seems 
to like Macau. 
He says he is 
happier there 
than on the 
mainland.

Kim Jong Nam (left), exiled half-brother of North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un (right)

The Office of the Secretary for Security issued 
a statement yesterday in response to media 

requests for information on the alleged assassi-
nation of Kim Jong Nam. 

The statement asserted that security authori-
ties are “paying attention to the issue” but, “as 
always, will act according to the law, protecting 
the rights and security of Macau residents, of tra-
vellers and of all people in general. [The office] 
will not disclose any information, nor any com-
ment, on any isolated case.”

Due to the fact that Kim Jong Nam was believed 
to be based in Macau for more than a decade, it 
was speculated in media reports yesterday that he 

and his immediate family may have held residen-
cy permits for the MSAR. Others claim that he had 
sought political asylum in Macau, putting him in a 
slightly different category to that of a resident. 

“It is fair to assume that he had some sort of 
residency,” said Macau journalist Joao Guedes, 
who has experience reporting on North Korea.

It remains to be seen whether the Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP) and Kim Jong Nam’s imme-
diate family were informed about the assassina-
tion before the media released the information. 
It is also unclear whether the PSP are conducting 
their own investigation or will be asked to coope-
rate with the Malaysian investigation.

Police fail to provide concrete information

Foster Klug, Seoul 

It looks like a perfectly 
staged assassination, 

straight out of the pages 
of a spy novel: Kim Jong 
Nam, the estranged, exi-
led half brother of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, falls ill at a Malay-
sian airport, complains of 
being sprayed with some 
sort of chemical, and 
drops dead.

But, as with many thin-
gs about the motives of 
cloistered North Korea, 
the unknowns currently 
far outweigh the certain-
ties.

A look at what officials 
are trying to piece toge-
ther as they work to re-
construct what appears to 
be one of the most auda-
cious, mysterious assas-
sinations in recent Asian 
history:

Why nOW?
This is the big one: Mo-

tive. Kim Jong Nam, a jo-
vial, overweight gambler 
and playboy, had embar-
rassed Pyongyang before 
— he tried to sneak into 
Tokyo Disneyland; he 

China protected Kim and his family in Macau 

criticized his half brother 
— but he’s been generally 
seen more as an annoyan-
ce than an existential 
threat to North Korea’s 
stability.

Why would Kim Jong 
Un go through the mas-
sive logistical trouble — 
and potential embarras-
sment — of staging the 
risky assassination of a 
blood relation on foreign 
soil?

Without elaborating, 
South Korea’s spy service 
told lawmakers yesterday 
that the North had been 
trying to kill Kim Jong 
Nam for five years. Spy 
officials offered a single, 
shaky motive for the dea-
th: Kim Jong Un’s “para-
noia” over his estranged 
half brother.

But the South’s National 
Intelligence Service has a 
long history of botching 

intelligence on North Ko-
rea and has long sought 
to portray the North’s lea-
dership as mentally uns-
table.

Some in Seoul wonder if 
Kim Jong Un might have 
become enraged when a 
South Korean newspa-
per reported last week 
that Kim Jong Nam tried 
to defect to the South in 
2012. South Korea’s spy 
service denied this, but 
it’s still an open question: 
Could public speculation 
that a member of the 
exalted Kim dynasty wan-
ted to flee to the hated 
South have pushed Kim 
Jong Un to order his half 
brother’s assassination?

Why the aiRPORt 
in malaysia?

There would seem to be 
easier, less public places 
to kill such a high-profile 
target.

A possible explanation 
might be found in ano-
ther nugget provided by 
South Korea’s spy agency: 
China had long protected 
Kim Jong Nam and his 
family in their home base 
of Macau. Analysts have 

seen Beijing as looking 
to Kim Jong Nam as a 
potential leader shou-
ld North Korea’s regime 
collapse.

With security, presuma-
bly overseen by China, ti-
ght in Macau, could there 
have been a security gap 
in Malaysia that offered 
North Korean assassins 
an opportunity they coul-
dn’t have gotten elsewhe-
re?

WhO aRe the mys-
teRy WOmen?

The details of the attack 
itself are a tangled mess.

Kim told medical 
workers that he’d been 
sprayed with a chemical, 
which brings to mind past 
attacks with poison-ti-
pped pens linked to Nor-
th Korean assassins.

South Korea’s spy agen-
cy says two women belie-
ved to be North Korean 
agents attacked Kim. 
They then reportedly fled. 
Japanese media quoted 
the government in Tokyo 
as saying those women 
may now be dead, but this 
has yet to be confirmed.

To deepen the confu-

sion, Malaysian police 
said yesterday that they 
arrested a woman with 
Vietnamese travel docu-
ments at the airport in 
connection with Kim’s 
death. Her exact role 
wasn’t immediately clear.

Finding out who these 
women are and who hired 
them could go a long way 
to unlocking the mystery.

What neXt?
North Korea has said 

nothing officially about 
the death, but that’s not 
unusual. The country’s 
propaganda specialists 
are masters at reporting 
only details that lionize 
the Kim family as para-
gons of virtue. This clear-
ly doesn’t do that.

China may be angry at 
the killing of a close Nor-
th Korean contact, so the-
re could be some sort of 
reaction, possibly back-
channel, from Beijing.

But a more concrete 
punishment could come 
from Washington.

Cheong Seong-Chang, 
a South Korean analyst, 
said the assassination 
might convince the U.S. 
Congress to relist North 
Korea as a state sponsor 
of terrorism, further iso-
lating the already widely 
shunned country. AP

The car of the ambassador of North Korea to Malaysia leaves the 
forensic department at the hospital in Kuala Lumpur yesterday

DAyS IN MACAU

Kim Jong Nam led low-key lifestyle in    city’s downtown
In 2007, Kim Jong Nam was 

believed to live in a luxury 
dwelling in Coloane between the 
beaches of Hac Sa and Cheoc 
Van, with a sunflower plaque on 
its exterior symbolizing loyalty 
to the North Korean regime. He 
was also believed to own another 
apartment in downtown Macau, 
close to the Military Club, where 
he spent much of his time.

According to the SCMP arti-
cle, he preferred “the bustle of 
Macau’s downtown, frequently 
spending hours in saunas and 
sometimes playing casino slot 
machines. He also [favored] ni-
ghtclubs in the Lisboa Hotel.”

In many ways, he would have 
been indistinguishable from 
the multitude of Chinese high
-rollers and wealthy tourists in 
the city.

It was reported by Ponto Final 
in 2009 that his children were 
members of the Macau Luso-
phone Scout Group, but orga-
nizers of the association have 
declined to confirm this.

Joao Guedes, a journalist in 
Macau who has visited North 
Korea and has created several 
documentaries on the “surreal 
country”, confirmed that Kim 
Jong Nam “liked to gamble 

and liked Macau because of the 
many casinos.”

Asked why the half-brother of 
the North Korean leader would 
choose Macau, Guedes said that 
“traditionally the North Koreans 
like the discreet [nature] of Ma-
cau for their secretive activities.”

According to the Associated 
Press, Macau is home to a small 
Korean community estimated at 
240 people, but staff at the city’s 
handful of Korean restaurants 
and shops said yesterday that 
they had never seen Kim Jong 
Nam when shown his picture.

Several reportedly said that he 
was unlikely to mix with Ma-
cau’s Korean population becau-
se most were from the South.



16.02.2017 thu

MACAU 澳聞 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
 

th Anniversary

4
 

Intelligence officials belie-
ve North Korean agents assassi-

nated leader Kim Jong Un’s exiled 
half brother, but if the whodunit 
seems settled, a very big question 
still looms: Why now?

Kim Jong Nam, reportedly killed 
by two female agents in a cloak- 
and-dagger operation in a Malay-
sian airport, had long been an em-
barrassment to North Korea’s go-
vernment — humiliated during a 
failed attempt to sneak into Japan 
to visit Disneyland and outspoken 
in opposing the rise to power of his 
brother, who had his uncle execu-
ted after taking over.

But the overweight gambler and 
fading playboy had kept his head 
down in recent years from his base 
in Macau. Kim Jong Nam was 
seen by many outsiders as only a 
minor distraction for North Ko-
rea’s leaders, and certainly not an 
existential threat worth the risk of 
a potentially embarrassing assassi-
nation caper on foreign soil.

The spotty South Korean inte-
lligence community ascribed the 
North’s motivation in killing Kim 
Jong Nam, without any elabora-
tion, simply to Kim Jong Un’s “pa-
ranoia.” There is a more intriguing 
possibility floating around Seoul, 
however: The tipping point in 
North Korea’s bloody calculations 
may have been a largely ignored 
South Korean news story from last 
week.

A national daily, the Kyunghyang 
Shinmun, reported that Kim Jong 
Nam tried to defect to South Korea 
several years ago and had served, 
in the 2000s, as a middleman be-
tween disgraced current South Ko-
rean President Park Geun-hye and 

Journalists gather in front the forensic department of a hospital in Kuala Lumpur

travelling under fake name

a malaysian police state-
ment confirmed the death of a 
46-year-old North Korean man 
whom it identified from his travel 
document as Kim Chol, born in 
Pyongyang on June 10, 1970. 
“Investigation is in progress and a 
post mortem examination request 
has been made to ascertain the 
cause of death,” the statement 

said. Ken Gause, at the CNA think 
tank in Washington who has 
studied North Korea’s leadership 
for 30 years, said Kim Chol was 
a name that Kim Jong Nam has 
traveled under. He is believed 
to have been born May 10, 1971, 
although birthdays are always 
unclear for senior North Koreans, 
Gause said.

Did a South Korean news report 
doom Kim Jong Un’s brother?  

officials in North Korea.
Kim Jong Un may have clenched 

his teeth and carried on when he 
heard reports of his half brother’s 
exploits in Macau casinos, and 
even when Kim Jong Nam, often 
photographed in an expensive, 
untucked, button-down shirt and 
newsboy cap, questioned in 2010 
the need for a third generation of 
the Kim family to rule in Pyon-

gyang.
But public reports in rival Sou-

th Korea of alleged close dealings 
between a direct relative of North 
Korea’s ruling dynasty and high 
officials in Seoul — and possible 
attempts to defect to the South — 
could have represented a serious 
challenge to a leader who portrays 
his family as the only legitimate 
power on the Korean Peninsula.

If a person with the blood of 
North Korea founder Kim Il Sung 
flowing in his veins was conside-
ring defecting to prosperous, de-
mocratic South Korea, what mes-
sage did that send to North Korea’s 
elite, or to the millions of poor and 
dissatisfied?

South Korea’s spy agency, the 
National Intelligence Service, whi-
ch has a spotty record in reading 
the goings-on in North Korea and 
often tries to paint the leadership 
as unbalanced, denied any defec-
tion attempt by Kim Jong Nam.

But Cheong Seong-Chang, an 
analyst at South Korea’s Sejong 
Institute, raised the possibility 
that the assassination was linked 
to the newspaper report, which 
cites interviews with anonymous 
officials from the Europe-Korea 
Foundation, where Park served as 
a board member for a decade be-
fore stepping down ahead of the 
presidential election in late 2012, 
and computer files and emails that 
showed exchanges between Kim 
Jong Nam and the foundation’s 
officials.

The newspaper reported that 
Kim Jong Nam, who was then li-
ving in Beijing, delivered a letter 
that Park wrote to Kim Jong Il, 
North Korea’s second leader and 
Kim Jong Un’s father, in 2005. 
The letter, according to the news-
paper, showed Park requesting 

help on cultural exchange pro-
grams pushed by the foundation.

Jeong Joon-Hee, the spokesman 
of South Korea’s Unification Mi-
nistry, previously said the govern-
ment doesn’t believe such a letter 
from Park, who has been impea-
ched over a corruption scandal, 
was delivered to North Korea.

The newspaper also cited anony-
mous sources to report that Kim 
Jong Nam explored the possibi-
lity of defecting to South Korea, 
and also to the United States and 
Europe, in 2012 before giving up. 
The sources said Kim’s talks with 
South Korea and the United States 
eventually fell through because of 
his excessive demands.

While the South Korean news 
report is a fascinating potential 
explanation for Kim Jong Nam’s 
death, there are other possibilities 
— including that Monday’s killing 
was the culmination of years of ef-
fort by North Korea.

Seoul’s spy service told 
lawmakers yesterday that North 
Korea had for five years tried to 
kill Kim Jong Nam, who had kept 
a low profile since his uncle and 
former protector, the North’s for-
mer No. 2, Jang Song Thaek, was 
executed by Kim Jong Un in 2013.

The NIS, according to lawmakers, 
cited a “genuine” attempt by Nor-
th Korea to kill Kim Jong Nam in 
2012, but didn’t elaborate. The 
lawmakers said the NIS told them 
Kim Jong Nam sent a letter to Kim 
Jong Un in April 2012, after the 
assassination attempt, begging for 
the lives of himself and his family. 
The letter said, “I hope you can-
cel the order for the punishment 
of me and my family. We have 
nowhere to go, nowhere to hide, 
and we know that the only way to 
escape is committing suicide.”

Kim Jong Nam’s links with Chi-
na may have also played a role.

Beijing had long protected Kim 
Jong Nam, according to South 
Korea’s intelligence service. China 
may have been interested in pro-
pping up Kim Jong Nam as a futu-
re North Korean leader should the 
current government in Pyongyang 
collapse.

Kim Jong Un would not have 
been pleased by knowledge that 
his brother was being used by Bei-
jing as a pawn and potential repla-
cement. AP

While much remains mysterious about the 
assassination of Kim Jong Un’s half-brother 

in Malaysia this week, this much is clear: Nearly all 
of the North Korean dictator’s potential rivals are 
now dead.

In the nation’s patriarchal dynasty, Kim Jong 
Nam, 45, represented a possible alternative if eli-
tes ever moved to oust Kim Jong Un, 33. The older 
brother had lived outside North Korea for years, 
frequenting casinos in Macau and occasionally cri-
ticizing his younger sibling’s regime. His only other 
brother, Kim Jong Chol, 35, isn’t seen as a main 
threat to usurp power.

While there’s no evidence yet linking the murder 
to Kim Jong Un, South Korean lawmakers and ob-
servers of the secretive regime see him as the clear 
winner.

“Did Kim Jong Un order the assassination? Yes, 
almost certainly,” said Van Jackson, a former U.S. 
Department of Defense adviser who now teaches at 
the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Securi-
ty Studies in Honolulu. “He lives a nightmare ver-
sion of Machiavellian court politics every day, and 
bloodline is still the strongest claim to legitimate 
rule in North Korea: Eliminating potential centers 
of power is cold but shrewd.”

The murder has raised questions about the stabi-
lity of Kim Jong Un’s regime as he seeks the ability 
to strike the U.S. and other potential threats with 
nuclear weapons. U.S. President Donald Trump 
has vowed to deal with the threat “strongly” and has 
called on China - North Korea’s prime ally -- to do 
more to pressure the dictator.

Still, pressuring Kim without triggering the coun-

Consolidating power in 
North Korea’s Game of Thrones

try’s collapse isn’t easy. The Kim family dynasty 
has ruled North Korea for three generations since 
its founding after World War II, when the Soviet 
Union and the U.S. divided up control of the Ko-
rean peninsula. Over that time, it has built up one of 
the world’s most vigorous personality cults.

The birthdays of founder Kim Il Sung and his 
son Kim Jong Il are the biggest national holidays 
in North Korea. The country has held mass propa-
ganda events involving tens of thousands of people 
to praise the Kim family. Those caught denigrating 
the country’s leaders can be either sent to prison 
camps or put to death.

Any minor achievement is hailed by the state-run 
media, which depict the Kims as geniuses with 
benevolent hearts. Children are constantly taught 
about the greatness of the dynasty in school, and 
statues of Kim Jong Il and Kim Il Sung dot the na-
tion. Their bodies have both been embalmed and 
placed in a mausoleum in Pyongyang.

Kim Jong Il, who ruled North Korea from 1994 to 
2011, is known to have had three sons. He favored 
Kim Jong Un the most because his youngest son 
resembled the dictator in behavior, according to a 
2003 memoir by a former Japanese chef for the fa-
mily. Kim Jong Nam was born to Kim Jong Il’s se-
cond wife, an actress, while his two other sons were 
born to his third spouse, a Japanese-born dancer.

Kim Jong Un has routinely conducted purges to 
consolidate his grip on power, a practice also em-
ployed by his father and grandfather. Although the-
re is no great indication that he faces the threat of 
a coup, that prospect looks even more remote with 
Kim Jong Nam gone. Bloomberg
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Julie Zhu

The revamp of smoking 
lounges in casinos “is a 
step forward,” Health 
Bureau (SSM) acting 

Director Cheang Seng Ip said yes-
terday during a press conference, 
which outlined the SSM’s requi-
rements for gaming operators 
regarding smoking lounge inside 
casinos.  

According to Cheang, the SSM 
has made some adjustments to its 
original requirements which will 
now more effectively address the 
issue of preventing smoke from 
leaking out of the lounges. Howe-
ver, Cheang was unable to provide 
a date for the allocation of smoking 
lounges within casinos, as it will 
depend on the opinions of gaming 
operators. 

In 2010, the region’s Legislative 
Assembly (AL) passed a law, which 
had the support of the majority of 
lawmakers, that aims to transform 
the region into a tobacco- smoke-
free territory. 

Previous government official 
reports also showed that over 70 
percent of the city’s interviewed 

lawmaker says no to smoking lounges

laWmaKeR lei Cheng I said 
that she “can’t accept that the 
government might change the plan 
from a complete ban on tobacco 
into a so-called plan for smok-
ing lounges.” She added that “if 
the government is kneeling to the 

casinos, then it needs to explain 
the reasons why.” The lawmaker 
questioned what kind of standards 
the government is applying to en-
sure that establishing the lounges 
can isolate the dangers and at the 
same time protect people’s health. 

Cheang Seng Ip and Tang Chi Ho (right)

SSM agrees with revamped 
smoking lounges inside casinos

citizens support the government 
pushing Macau to become a tobac-
co-smoke-free city. 

The SSM now is in agreement 
with the establishment of smoking 
lounges, and referenced a study by 
the University of Macau commis-
sioned by the six gaming conces-
sionaires, which was introduced 
earlier this week. The study claims 
that 55 percent of the interviewed 
casinos workers accept or support 
the installation of smoking rooms. 

When questioned about whe-

ther the government is neglecting 
the minority opinion and whether 
it was under pressure by gaming 
operators, Cheang denied both and 
reaffirmed that the current measu-
re “is a step forward.” 

He pointed out that the second 
Standing Committee of the AL 
“approved, with seven votes in fa-
vor and two against, the creation of 
smoking lounges in casinos.” 

He also said that the casinos 
“have trusted an authoritative ins-
titute to conduct the study” and 

believes that both the UM’s and 
the government’s studies are re-
liable.

During the press conference, 
Cheang said that according to their 
conditions the casinos can decide 
the number of smoking lounges 
they wish to establish. 

Cheang affirmed again that “VIP 
rooms’ smoking areas must be re-
moved, and only smoking lounges 
must be allowed.” 

In his explanations, Cheang said 
that the SSM has referred to stan-
dards from all over the world, in-
cluding Mexico, Italy, Dubai and 
New York City. 

He also claimed that Macau is 
turning itself completely into a 
healthy city, and that the authority 

will review the process every three 
years. 

SSM’s Tobacco Prevention and 
Control Office Director Tang Chi 
Ho introduced the idea that doors 
of smoking lounges not be allowed 
to remain open for a continuous 
period of more than one minute. 

Moreover, no activities other than 
smoking will be allowed inside the 
lounge, with gaming tables and slot 
machines also being forbidden.

No tobacco-related advertise-
ments are allowed to be displayed 
inside the lounge. At the lounge 
entrance, there should be an area 
for the SSM to display information 
regarding tobacco control, as well 
as warnings about the dangers of 
smoking. 

Both Cheang and Tang repeate-
dly claimed that installing smoking 
lounges is not going against the 
city’s goal of becoming a tobacco-
free city, and that it is in fact “a step 
forward.” 

“The Health Bureau cares about 
the health of casino employees, 
and will consider their opinions,” 
Cheang added. 
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Renato Marques

The new Central Library will 
definitely be built on the site 

of the Old Court Building and for-
mer Judiciary Police headquar-
ters in central Macau, the Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Culture 
confirmed yesterday at the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL).  During a 
meeting requested by lawmaker 
Song Pek Kei to discuss the lo-
cation of the project, Alexis Tam 
said that the location “is ideal for 
holding such facilities.”

Song noted that the plan to bui-
ld the new library in the city cen-
ter does not gather the consensus 
of society, nor of the lawmakers. 
Some of the lawmakers do not see 
the “urgency” of a project that, in 
her opinion, is “under-evaluated 
and under-estimated.”

The lawmaker said that there 
are currently “305 libraries” in 
the territory, which receive arou-
nd 2 million visits per year. In the 
preliminary plan for the central 
library, it is forecasted that the 
number of annual visitors could 
reach 3 million, a number that 
the lawmaker considers exagge-
rated and unrealistic.

On top of concerns with the 
location and the budget, which 
remains unclear, Song remarked 
that there are also concerns over 
the preservation of the historical 
aspects of the building, which will 
necessitate more complex and 
more expensive works than bui-
lding the project on a vacant site.

She suggested alternative lo-
cations for the library, such as 
the new land reclamation areas 
or adjacent to the Macau Scien-
ce Center. “To insist on the idea 
of the current location would be 
a waste of time and money. It is 

Service 
outsourcing 
continues to be 
focus of Ho trial
The trial of the city’s former 
top prosecutor, Ho Chio Meng, 
continued yesterday at Macau’s 
Court of Final Appeal. Several 
witnesses were called to provide 
their testimonies. One of them, 
Chan Hoi In, is currently a 
technical assistant at the Office 
of the Prosecutor General. 
According to her testimony, Chan 
previously made procurement 
proposals for the MP. She said 
that her former head, Chan Ka 
Fai, would give price offers for 
services provided by certain 
companies to her directly. She 
further said that the office 
would grant contracts to some 
companies without considering 
other alternatives. When 
comparing the prices of three 
different companies, the witness 
Chan noticed that the three 
companies were using identical 
phone and fax numbers. Despite 
this, Chan Ka Fai would still 
instruct her to make proposals as 
per usual. 

Okada Manila 
grand opening 
delayed
The Okada Manila resort in the 
Philippines has postponed the 
date of its grand opening to the 
end of March, its operator has 
informed in a statement. The 
postponement sees the opening 
date pushed back by more than 
a month from its previous date 
of February 17. The USD2.4 
billion integrated resort held a 
soft opening on December 21 
and officially started gaming 
operations on December 30. 
“Since that time the construction 
focus has been on the VIP casino 
floors, restaurants, world-class 
foundations and other facilities 
in preparation for the grand 
opening,” explained Tiger Resort 
Leisure and Entertainment in the 
statement.

SCDT to do 
research on 
human resources 
demand
 
The Talents Development 
Committee (SCDT) will complete 
a research project this year 
related to human resources 
demand in Macau’s finance 
and construction industries, 
according to a statement 
released by SCDT on Tuesday. 
The committee has invited a 
team consisting of people from 
several of the city’s universities 
to conduct the research. The 
team will survey Macau’s six 
business associations related 
to construction as well as 
associations of construction 
workers. The results are expected 
to be published this year.

Two plans for the Central Library are showcasedAlexis Tam (left) and Leung Hio Ming smile 

 
To insist on 
the idea of the 
current location 
would be a 
waste of time 
and money.

SoNG PEK KEI

Tam confirms Central Library 
will be built at Old Court Building

best to choose another location 
and build it from scratch as that 
is more adequate to the needs of 
residents,” Song said. 

The Secretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture disagreed, claiming 
that the government has heard 
many opinions and concluded 
that building the facility at the site 
of the Old Court Building was an 
appropriate decision. “Such a fa-
cility needs to be built in a location 
with several other facilities and a 
transportation network in place 
[…] It is not just us [the govern-
ment] saying this it is IFLA [In-
ternational Federation of Library 
Associations and Institutions] 
saying it too,” he mentioned. 

Putting together the figures to 
back his argument, Tam recalled 
that the Nam Van area is cur-
rently served by four parking lots 
with a capacity for 1,600 cars and 
700 motorcycles as well as about 
30 bus routes.

Another of the issues raising 
concern among lawmakers was 
the budget. 

Tam clarified that the amount 
of MOP900 million previously 
mentioned by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC) was only an estimate, 

not a precise quote.
“We forecasted MOP900 

million but I don’t think this 
sum is that accurate, it’s just a 
forecast,” he said, adding: “Hong 
Kong’s [Central Library] cost 
about HKD700 million but that 
was 10 years ago.” 

“Only when there is a public 
tender for the construction can 
we have a concrete figure [on the 
real budget],” he concluded, hin-
ting that the initial approxima-
tion might have been “underesti-
mated.”

Following the suggestion that 
the final cost of the Central Li-
brary could exceed the MOP900-
million-estimate, Tam clarified 
that: “We aren’t building a lu-
xury library. The final cost can be 
more or less than the forecasted. 
We will do our best.”

According to Tam, a public ten-
der for the project should take 
place during 2019, one year after 
the public tender for the concep-
tion project set for next year.

During the debate, several 
lawmakers maintained their po-
sition that the library should be 
constructed on a land reclama-
tion site. Expressing this opinion 
were lawmakers Lau Veng Seng, 
Ng Kuok Cheong, Dominic Sio 
and Fong Chi Keong, among 
others.

However, Tam argued that the-
re was a benefit to using the histo-
rical architecture of the Old Court 
Building in such a “landmark for 
the territory.”

“There are few buildings with 
these historical characteristics 
that we can use [for this project],” 
he said. 

In defense of the government’s 
plan, lawmaker Mak Soi Kun ex-
pressed his opinion that the loca-

tion is more than adequate. “We 
have nine schools in the area. 
There will be many people that 
could directly benefit from this,” 
he said.

As for the alternative locations 
proposed by several lawmakers, 
Tam said that the government 
“can build community libraries 
there” like others that exist in 
several parts of the territory. He 
stated that the Central Library 
has a different purpose.

“The Central library has the pur-
pose of keeping the historical and 
important documents and collec-
tions and to be a living room and 
a place to [discover] new books, 
listen to music, hold conferences 
and much more.”

The discussion did not finish 
without a clear warning from 
Fong Chi Keong, the lawmaker 
known to represent the construc-
tion sector. “The project looks 
like a monster!” Fong exclaimed, 
warning that the “[Old Court 
Building] has structural flaws. 
The old wood piles [used in the 
foundations] don’t go all the way 
to the bottom,” so it will be very 
complex and expensive under the 
current plans, he said

In a final summary, Tam replied 
to Fong’s concerns saying that 
the government has concluded 
“satisfactory results” in the initial 
drillings to ensure that the buil-
ding can be supported. 

The secretary then conclu-
ded that the majority of the 
lawmakers agreed with the pro-
ject, conceding only that he will 
continue to study the concept 
further. 

Currently, according to the se-
cretary, the Central Library will 
have 11 floors and constitute 
some 33,000 square meters.
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Daniel Beitler

The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) concluded the 2016 Article 
IV Consultation with the Macau 
SAR and published its Staff Re-

port yesterday, Macau time, reinforcing 
the preliminary assessment released in No-
vember last year.

The Staff Report commended Macau’s fi-
nancial institutions for their strength, parti-
cularly those in the local banking sector.

It concluded that “the sharp fall in exports 
[following the gaming slump] led output to 
fall by one-third in cumulative terms, but 
the spillovers to the broader economy were 
surprisingly limited.”

“Unemployment has remained below 2 
percent, median real wages have stabilized 
but remained up 7 percent over end-2014 
levels and non-performing loans in the fi-
nancial sector continue to hover around 
zero,” the report continued.

The report also noted the city’s resilience 
to the gaming recession that began in 2014, 
and suggested that the economic decline 
was past its worst.

“The primary source of this resilience is 
that even though average spending per tou-
rist fell sharply, the number of tourists was 
basically stable, keeping capacity utilization 
relatively high. As a result, most of the con-
traction in revenues was absorbed in the 
form of lower extraordinary profits rather 
than reduced employment,” concluded the 
IMF. 

The IMF added that “due to high taxes on 
the gaming sector and discipline in public 
spending, Macau SAR has zero gross public 
debt and fiscal reserves equal to 95 percent 
of GDP [… and] after 15 years of double-di-
git current account surpluses, foreign ex-
change reserves are roughly USD19 billion,” 
which is roughly equivalent to about 180 
percent of GDP at the end of 2015.

These strong buffers could continue to 
underpin Macau’s transition to a new and 
more diversified economic model the IMF 
proposed, which supports the govern-
ment’s prudent fiscal policy.

To complement the report published yes-
terday, the Monetary Authority of Macau 
published a statement which noted that 
“there is no clear need to loosen macro-

The Heritage Founda-
tion yesterday released  

its 2017 Report on the In-
dex of Economic Freedom, 
rating Macau’s economy as 
“mostly free” for the ninth 
consecutive year.  

The SAR’s overall score of 
economic freedom is 70.7, 
well above the world and 
regional averages, making 
its economy the 32nd freest 
among 180 economies. In 
the Asia-Pacific region, Ma-
cau is ranked eighth out of 

Wedding designer 
arrested for hotel 
fraud
 
A wedding designer, reported to have left 
the territory after obtaining around MOP7 
million through fraudulent schemes, was 
arrested earlier this week. The suspect, 
surnamed Chan, is a local woman aged 
34. On Monday, the Judiciary Police said 
that 28 people reported that they had 
been swindled by a wedding designer who 
claimed to be able to get them discounts for 
hotel bouquets. Chan explained that she had 
deceived the victims because she needed 
the money to cover expenses necessary 
for running her company. She said that 
she planned to use her parents’ properties 
as mortgage repay for the people who she 
cheated. 

Police condemns 
online PSP survey
 
The Public Security Police Force (PSP) is 
paying close attention to an online survey 
related to the department. According to 
the PSP, the survey spread via an online 
chatting application, and the department 
did not authorize nor request for any party 
to conduct such a survey. The PSP expressed 
its unhappiness with the events and further 
said that the survey is irresponsible and 
highly inaccurate, adding that it could 
potentially damage the image and dignity 
of the PSP staff as the survey has already 
been completed by unreliable parties. The 
police called for the public to be vigilant in 
protecting their privacy. 
  

In the medium 
term, Macau is well-
positioned to record 
relatively stable 
growth in the low to 
mid-single digits.

IMF

Christine Lagarde, managing director of 
the International Monetary Fund

IMF commends region’s 
economic resilience

prudential regulations.” The assertion was 
in relation to the economy as a whole but 
was particularly directed at the real estate 
market and the banking sector.

As for the IMF’s economic outlook for the 
MSAR, the mission concluded that Macau’s 
economy had largely bottomed out. It the-
refore revised its growth forecast for 2017 
from 0.2 percent to 2.8 percent, adding that 
the city is well-positioned to achieve stable 
growth in the medium term.

“In the medium term, Macau SAR is well- 
positioned to record relatively stable grow-

th in the low to mid-single digits,” the IMF 
concluded. “That said, the narrow export 
base will leave the Macau SAR vulnerab-
le to shocks, particularly with respect to a 
sharp slowdown in the Mainland or policy 
changes that affect Chinese resident’s abili-
ty to spend money abroad.”

Under Article IV of the IMF’s Article of 
Agreement, the international organization 
holds bilateral macroeconomic discussions 
with individual members on a regular basis. 

The discussions involve a staff team visi-
ting the member country to collect econo-
mic and financial information and to dis-
cuss the country’s economic development 
and policies with officials. A report is sub-
sequently prepared which forms the basis 
for discussion and conclusion by the IMF 
Executive Board. Separate consultations 
are held for Macau, Hong Kong and main-
land China.

An IMF preliminary assessment of the 
state of Macau’s economy was released to 
the public in November last year, following 
a 12-day visit that ended on November 14.

The assessment praised the local govern-
ment’s attempts to diversify the economy 
“toward an economic model with less vo-
latile and more sustainable sources of inco-
me” and concluded that the city’s “medium-
term outlook remains strong.”

Local economy ranks eighth 
freest in the Asia-Pacific region 

43 economies, up one place 
from a year ago, just behind 
Hong Kong, Singapore, 
New Zealand, Australia, 
Taiwan, South Korea and 
Malaysia.     

Drawing its conclusions 
from 12 attributes, the re-
port assesses the degree of 
economic freedom of indivi-
dual economies worldwide.  
Macau receives relatively 
high scores in attributes 
such as fiscal health, gover-
nment spending, trade free-

dom, investment freedom, 
tax burden, monetary free-
dom and financial freedom.

The Foundation’s 2017 
Report says that as a free 
port, Macau has long be-
nefited from global trade 
and investment. The report 
additionally notes that ta-
xation is low and relatively 
efficient. Since opening 
up the gaming industry in 
2002, Macau has attracted 
increased foreign invest-
ment.
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 Singapore is 
home to 153 
venture capital 
firms

David Roman

SingaPORe is propo-
sing to ease regulations 
for venture capital ma-
nagers including shorte-

ning their application process 
in a bid to promote financing for 
startup development.

Under a consultation paper pu-
blished by the Monetary Autho-
rity of Singapore yesterday, new 
and existing VC managers won’t 
be subject to the same capital 
requirements and business con-
duct rules that currently apply 
to fund mangers in general. The 
MAS will focus primarily on fit-
ness and propriety assessment, 
and retain regulatory powers to 
deal with “errant VC managers,” 
it said in a statement.

The latest plan is part of ef-
forts to support and implement 
recommendations from a top- 
level government-appointed 
committee that are aimed at 
sustaining Singapore’s growth 
at an average of 2 percent to 3 
percent annually. The plan for 
VC managers follows initiatives 
seeking to make it easier to ex-
periment with financial techno-
logy in the city-state and repre-
sents the latest step by the MAS 
toward a more agile, flexible re-
gulatory role.

Under the latest proposals, 
open for public consultation 
until March 15, the central bank 
won’t demand that VC mana-
gers have directors and repre-
sentatives with at least five years 
of relevant experience in fund 
management. Base capital and 
risk-based capital requirements 
will be removed, the MAS said.

It also won’t require VC ma-
nagers to provide independent 
valuation, internal audits and 

Actress Satomi Ishihara poses with a Toyota new Prius PHV during a press conference

Toyota hopes revamped plug-in 
sells better than first model 

Yuri Kageyama, Tokyo

TOyOta has revamped its 
plug-in hybrid with a longer 

cruising range and quicker char-
ging, including from a regular 
home plug, hoping it will sell 
better than the first model from 
five years ago that officials ack-
nowledged had flopped.

Japanese automaker Toyota 
Motor Corp.’s Prius PHV plug-in 
went on sale in Japan yesterday. 
Sales in the U.S., where it’s cal-
led Prius Prime, started late last 
year. It is set to launch in Europe 
and other countries in March.

Toyota hopes to sell 2,500 
PHV cars in Japan a month. It 
gave no overseas targets. It sold 
only 22,000 of the earlier PHVs.

The lackluster sales contrast 
with Toyota’s leadership in 
hybrid vehicles; it has sold 10 
million globally since the first 
Prius went on sale in 1997.

Nearly half of the vehicles 
Toyota sells in Japan are hybrid 
models. Toyota, which also 
makes the Camry sedan, of-
fers hybrids across the entire 
spectrum of models, including 
sport-utility vehicles and Lexus 
luxury cars.

But Toyota suffered a setback 
in another ecological technolo-
gy, fuel cells, which run on hy-
drogen fuel. All 2,800 Mirai fuel-
cell vehicles on roads — 1,200 
in the U.S., 1,500 in Japan and 
140 in Europe — were recalled 
globally yesterday for defective 
software.

If the gas pedal is pushed fully 
after the vehicle makes a long 
descent using cruise control, a 
surge in voltage can cause the 
fuel system to stop running, ac-
cording to Toyota.

A hybrid switches between a 
gas engine and an electric mo-
tor. A plug-in hybrid can travel 
further as a pure electric vehi-
cle, which is zero-emission, but 
needs recharging when its bat-
tery is spent.

The cruising range of the new 
plug-in as an EV is 68.2 kilo-
meters (42.4 miles), about five 
times the earlier model’s 26.4 

kilometers (16.4 miles).
It also charges about twice as 

fast, in two hours and 20 minu-
tes, from a 200-volt outlet and 
in 14 hours at a 100-volt outlet. 
At a special charging machine, it 
reaches an 80 percent charge in 
just 20 minutes.

Toyota Chairman Takeshi 
Uchiyamada, known as “the fa-
ther of the Prius,” said he had 
no idea how long it will take for 
global plug-in sales to reach a 
million.

He acknowledged hybrid sa-
les have suffered as the recent 
drop in gas prices helped sales 
of sport-utility vehicles. But in 
the long run, consumers will opt 
for ecological vehicles because of 
growing worries about the envi-
ronment, he said.

By 2050, Toyota foresees re-
ducing emissions by 90 percent 
from 2010 levels — meaning 
that almost every vehicle on 
roads will be running on some 
kind of green technology, be it 
hybrids, electric, plug-in or fuel 
cell.

“PHV is key to that step in 
making eco-cars widespread,” 
Uchiyamada said. “This is a pro-
duct we are proud of.” AP

Singapore to ease VC rules to 
promote financing for startups
audited financial statements - a 
proposed change that Paul San-
tos, Singapore-based managing 
partner at VC firm Wavemaker 
Partners, described as “very en-
couraging.”

 “The holding values of startup 
portfolios are just like mid-term 
marks,” he said. “Nobody makes 
any money from these mid-term 
marks. The only time the values 
are real are when the companies 
are wound up or are sold or listed.”

The central bank said other 
requirements, involving the an-
nual submission of information 
on funds and the prevention of 
money laundering and finan-
cing of terrorism, will remain 
unchanged.

Singapore is home to 153 ven-
ture capital firms, according to 
data provider Preqin. The city- 
state saw record private equity 
and venture capital investments 
totaling USD3.5 billion in 2016, 
rising from $2.2 billion in 2015, 
based on figures from Duff & 
Phelps, a corporate finance ad-
viser.

The island-nation is taking 

steps to address a lack of tech-
nology initial public offerings 
on its stock exchange, with the 
Singapore government-appoin-
ted committee last week recom-
mending that dual-class stock be 
allowed. This share-ownership 
structure has enabled minority 
shareholders to control some of 
the world’s largest technology 
companies including Facebook 
Inc. and Alphabet Inc.

Singapore isn’t the only country 
in Southeast Asia trying to lure 
startups. Last year, Indonesia 
announced plans to establish a 
dedicated section within its main 
stock exchange to host IPOs by 
startups, pursuing its vision of 
becoming a regional cradle of te-
chnology entrepreneurs.

The city-state’s planned easing 
of requirements for VC mana-
gers may bring in more of such 
firms, but the MAS would need 
to mitigate any risks through 
the enforcement of industry 
standards, according to James 
Bitanga, chief legal officer at 
Reapra Pte, a Singapore-based 
VC firm.

“While there is an implicit re-
cognition here that VC invest-
ments take on a different risk 
profile than that of other types of 
investments, we should wait and 
see how the government plans 
to ensure that it can attract and 
retain quality VC players,” Bi-
tanga said. Bloomberg
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The former Com-
munist Party chief 

of the major northern 
Chinese province of 
Hebei has been sen-
tenced to 15 years in 
prison on corruption 
charges, a court an-
nounced yesterday, as 
President Xi Jinping’s 
anti-graft campaign 
continues to claim hi-
gh-profile targets.

In handing down 
the sentence to Zhou 
Benshun, the Interme-
diate People’s Court in 
the southeastern port 
city of Xiamen said he 
had been given relati-
vely lenient treatment 
in return for coopera-
ting with investigators 
and handing over the 
proceeds of his cor-
ruption.

It said Zhou, 64, abu-
sed his position for 
personal gain while 
serving as the top of-
ficial in the province 
just outside Beijing 
and in lower level jobs 
between 2000 and 
2015. He and his rela-
tives had scooped up a 

A MATTer oF TIMING

China awards Trump 
valuable new trademark

President Xi Jinping (right) stands on a platform outside a temporary exhibition hall as he 
inspects preparatory work for the Beijing 2022 Winter Olympic Games in northern Hebei Province

XI’S CAMPAIGN

Ex-leader of northern Chinese 
province sentenced for graft 

Chinese Super League 
(CSL) outfit Shanghai 

SIPG confirmed the signing 
of former Real Madrid and 
Chelsea central defender Ri-
cardo Carvalho, yesterday.

"We have completed the 
signing since we came back 
from the winter training in 
Doha, why we announced 
so late is because the regis-
tration was unsettled and we 
had to think carefully about 
the use of the veteran under 
the new policy of foreign 
players," SIPG said, as quo-
ted by Xinhua News Agency.

In an official statement 
from Chinese Football As-
sociation (CFA) last month, 
CSL teams are still allowed 
to have a maximum five fo-
reign players, but only three 
of them can be fielded in one 
game.

The official news agency 
said the 38-year-old hard-
man will join Brazilian at-
tacking trio Oscar, Hulk, 
Elkeson, and Uzbekistan na-
tional team captain Ahme-
dov to play for the ambitious 
CSL powerhouse.

"If any of other four fo-
reign players was injured, 

CHINeSe SUPer LeAGUe

Shanghai SIPG sign 
Portuguese defender 
Carvalho 

Erika Kinetz, Shanghai

The government of Chi-
na awarded U.S. Presi-

dent Donald Trump valuable ri-
ghts to his own name this week, 
in the form of a 10-year trade-
mark for construction services.

The registration became official 
on Feb. 14 and was published in 
a trademark registration annou-
ncement on the website of Chi-
na’s Trademark Office yesterday.

This may well be the first fo-
reign trademark to be handed 
to Trump during his presidency, 
but is unlikely to be the last. In 
China alone he has 49 pending 
trademark applications and 77 
marks already registered in his 
own name, most of which will 
come up for renewal during his 
term.

Critics say Trump’s global inte-
llectual property interests could 
be used by foreign states as leve-
rage over the president and may 
violate the emoluments clause 
of the U.S. Constitution, which 
bars public servants from ac-
cepting anything of value from 
foreign governments unless ex-
plicitly approved by Congress. 
These concerns are particularly 
sharp in China, where the courts 
and bureaucracy reflect the will 
of the ruling Communist Party.

The registration this week 
came as a surprise win for 

Trump after a decade of trying — 
and failing — to wrest the rights 
to his name back from a man na-
med Dong Wei. The abrupt turn 
in Trump’s bureaucratic fortu-
nes once he declared his candi-
dacy has raised questions about 
the extent to which his political 
status may be helping his family 
business.

Any special treatment from 
China would mean that Trump 
effectively accepted a present 
from Beijing, an act that would 
violate the Constitution, Richard 
Painter, chief White House ethi-
cs lawyer under President Geor-
ge W. Bush, said in an email. “A 
different conclusion might be 
reached if Trump had been trea-
ted like everyone else seeking 
a trademark, but the evidence 
does not point in that direction.”

Alan Garten, chief legal offi-
cer of The Trump Organization, 
said Trump’s trademark activity 
in China predates his election. 
Trump has turned management 
of his company over to his chil-
dren and a team of executives in 
order to remove himself from 
his business and its trademark 
portfolio, he added.

China’s State Administration 
for Industry and Commerce, 
which oversees the Trademark 
Office, and the foreign ministry 
could not be reached for com-
ment yesterday. APHigh-end Trump-branded toilets made by Shenzhen Trump Industrial Co.

total of more than 40 
million yuan (USD5.8 
million) in bribes and 
kickbacks resulting 
from real estate and 
construction deals, sa-
fety approvals, bank 
loans and work promo-
tions, the court said.

Along with tur-
ning over his ill-go-
tten gains, Zhou 
had 2 million yuan 
($300,000) of his 
personal assets con-

fiscated and handed 
over to the state trea-
sury. He had been 
placed under inves-
tigation in July 2015 
and expelled from the 
ruling party shortly 
afterward.

Xi has vowed to end 
corruption and gover-
nment waste, althou-
gh critics have accu-
sed him on occasion 
of using the campaign 
to attack political ri-

Carvalho will get chance. 
As one of the top defenders 
in the world, his experience 
is important to help young 
players," said the SIPG pre-
sident Chen xuyuan.

The Portuguese set himself 
as a world-class defender 
in Porto, where he won the 
UEFA Champions League 
in 2004. After that he left for 
Stamford Bridge, following 
his compatriot Mourinho, 
where he won Premier titles 
for three times. He joined 
Spanish club Real Madrid 
in 2010, where he spent 
three years and after which 
he moved to French Ligue 1 
team Monaco.

Carvalho scored five goals 
for Portuguese national 
team in 89 appearances and 
won the European Cham-
pionship in 2016.

vals.
Thousands of offi-

ceholders have been 
investigated as part 
of the drive, which 
has brought down a 
pair of high-ranking 
generals, a former 
member of the party’s 
all-powerful Politburo 
Standing Committee, 
and a number of other 
high-ranking local 
and central govern-
ment officials. AP
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Louise Watt & 
Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

A Chinese aluminum 
company targeted 
by protests over 
pollution fears in a 

northern Chinese city says its 
production facilities conform 
to the highest international 
environmental standards, but 
that it hasn’t decided whether 
to proceed with a massive in-
vestment in a new plant.

Video footage circulating on 
social media purportedly from 
the protest in the northeastern 
city of Daqing near the bor-
der with Russia showed more 
than 200 people chanting and 
holding banners outside the 
city government headquarters. 
Several dozen police officers 
stood guard outside the buil-
ding.

The 46 billion yuan (USD6.7 
billion) plant proposed by alu-
minum producer Zhongwang 
Holdings would create more 
than 30,000 jobs, according to 
a government statement about 
the project forwarded by Zhon-
gwang’s media manager, Jiang 
Qihan.

Zhongwang and the Daqing 
government agreed to coope-
rate on the plant in 2011, and 
it is slated to produce 2 million 
tons of high precision alumi-
num and aluminum alloy per 
year, according to the state-
ment.

In a separate statement, 
Zhongwang said it was a maker 
of aluminum products and did 
not engage in either mining 
or smelting, the most heavily 
polluting parts of the produc-
tion chain.

“Zhongwang is a socially res-
ponsible company committed 
to environmental protection 
and innovation,” the statement 
said. “As a mid-stream player, 
our production complies with 
international standards,” it 
said, adding that most of its 
production facilities were im-
ported from overseas and met 

Eight people were 
killed in China’s far 

western Xinjiang region, 
including three knife- 
wielding assailants, in 
the latest outbreak of 
violence in the volati-
le territory, authorities 
said yesterday.

According to a sta-
tement posted on the 
local government’s we-
bsite, the attack occur-
red Tuesday evening in 
Pishan county in sou-
thern Xinjiang, home to 
China’s Uighur ethnic 
minority. It said the 
three also injured five 
others before being shot 
dead by police.

A rare clear sky in Beijing’s central district

Amid protests, aluminum firm 
says eco standards met

“international environmental 
requirements.”

Since the Daqing project re-
mained in the planning stages, 
the protests would not affect 
current operations, the state-
ment said. A decision on whe-
ther to proceed with the plant 
would be made based on an 
“internal study and other fac-
tors,” it said.

Hong Kong-listed Zhongwang 
describes itself on its website as 
the “second largest industrial 
aluminum extrusion product 
developer and manufacturer 
in the world and the largest in 
Asia.” Founded in 1993, it has 
more than 90 production lines 

with a total annual production 
capacity of 1.2 million tons, it 
said on its website.

Protesters on Tuesday chan-
ted “Boycott Zhongwang; re-
fuse pollution,” according to 
footage of the demonstration.

A woman who answered 
the phone at the Daqing poli-
ce hotline said that residents 
worried about possible pollu-
tion protested in front of the 
Daqing government building 
Tuesday morning, and disper-
sed in the afternoon. She refu-
sed to identify herself.

“Everyone in Daqing is 
against the project,” she said.

A man in the publicity de-

partment of the Daqing Public 
Security Bureau said he had no 
immediate comment.

Daqing has been hit hard in 
recent years by the shrinkage 
of the state industrial sector as 
the region’s oil fields are pum-
ped dry. The surrounding pro-
vince of Heilongjiang is part of 
China’s rust belt that has seen 
large population outflows as 
young people leave for rosier 
economic opportunities to the 
south.

Tackling the problem of 
pollution remains a serious 
challenge for the Communist 
Party that erodes its legitimacy 
among the people.

The Daqing city government 
said that it attached great im-
portance to economic growth 
and “even more importance” 
to the environment and resi-
dents’ concerns. It said it was 
paying attention to people’s 
concerns and was inviting na-
tional experts to assess the en-
vironmental impact of the pro-
ject. It said it would organize 
seminars and other discussion 
forums for residents to express 
their views.

It added that any “illegal ga-
therings, defamation, starting 
rumors and disturbing social 
order would be dealt with ac-
cording to the law.” AP

Police officers ride a motorcycle on the streets of Aksu in western 
Xinjiang region

Eight dead after knife attack in Xinjiang region 

Uighurs are predomi-
nantly Muslim, Turki-
c-speaking people dis-
tinct from the Chinese- 
speaking Han national 
majority. They have long 
chafed under the rule of 
Beijing, more than 1,800 
miles away from the pro-

vincial capital of Urum-
qi.

While Xinjiang is one of 
China’s five autonomous 
regions, its Uighur resi-
dents are often preven-
ted from leaving the re-
gion and face other res-
trictions enacted by Bei-

jing, which has ratcheted 
up security dramatically 
since deadly anti-gover-
nment riots broke out in 
Urumqi in 2009.

China says it is battling 
separatists and the mili-
tant East Turkestan Isla-
mic Movement (ETIM), 
while Uighur activists 
based abroad say Beijing 
is cracking down on pea-
ceful religious and cul-
tural expression in the 
name of fighting terro-
rism.

The statement did not 
say whether Tuesday’s 
assailants were linked to 
ETIM, which has carried 
out a string of attacks in-

side and outside China. 
It called the assailants 
“thugs” and said officials 
had restored “social or-
der” while continuing to 
investigate the incident. 
The ethnic backgrounds 
of the attackers and their 
victims were not speci-
fied.

Dilxat Raxit, an over-
seas spokesman for Ui-
ghurs in contact with 
residents of the region, 
said local security for-
ces have put Pishan un-
der lockdown, with more 
armed officers guarding 
roads and residents 
county residents barred 
from leaving the area. At 

least two Uighurs have 
been detained for sha-
ring videos of the scene, 
Raxit said.

Authorities typically 
respond to violence or 
unrest in Xinjiang with 
lockdowns, raids on ho-
mes, and restrictions on 
phone and Internet com-
munications.

Calls to local police 
went unanswered yester-
day.

Pishan county is in the 
far south of Xinjiang, 
bordering Pakistan. 
While China has encou-
raged Han Chinese to 
move in Xinjiang as part 
of broader efforts to se-
ttle the region, Han Chi-
nese comprise just 1 per-
cent of Pishan’s nearly 
300,000 people. AP
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Rod McGuirk, Canberra

SRi Lankan asylum seekers 
held on Pacific island camps 

who could potentially find new 
lives in the United States are 
free to return home without 
fear of persecution, Sri Lanka’s 
prime minister said yesterday.

Prime Minister Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe made the comments 
during a visit to Australia in 
which he discussed with his 
Australian counterpart Mal-
colm Turnbull cooperation on 
combating people smuggling. 
No Sri Lankan asylum seeker 
has reached Australia by boat 
since 2013.

But Sri Lankans, Iranians and 
Afghans are the largest natio-
nal groups among more than 
2,000 asylum seekers living on 
the Pacific islands nations of 
Nauru and Papua New Guinea. 
Australia pays the countries to 
house them.

Australia refuses to resettle 
any of them and President Do-
nald Trump has agreed to ho-
nor an Obama administration 
deal to take up to 1,250 of them. 
Trump added that they will un-
dergo “extreme vetting.”

Officials from the U.S. Sta-
te Department’s Resettlement 
Support Center left Nauru last 
week after initial interviews 
with refugee candidates, and 
a team arrived on Papua New 
Guinea’s men-only camp on 
Manus Island on Tuesday to 
commence interviews there, 
refugee advocate Ian Rintoul 
said.

The U.S. Embassy in Canberra 
later confirmed that the inter-
views had begun on Manus this 
week.

Behrouz Boochani, an asylum 
seeker and journalist from Iran 
who has been detained on Ma-
nus since 2013, said around 10 
refugees were interviewed by 
officials from the resettlement 
agency yesterday. The inter-
views lasted four hours, and 

Sri Lanka’s PM Ranil Wickremesinghe (left) and his Australian counterpart, Malcolm Turnbull, speak at a press conference at 
Parliament House in Canberra yesterday

A helicopter dumps water on a wild fire in the Port Hills near 
Christchurch

AUSTrALIA

Sri Lankan prime minister says 
refugees safe to come home

the refugees were told they will 
have just one further interview, 
with the Department of Home-
land Security, as part of the vet-
ting process.

None of the refugees were told 
when that interview will take 
place or how long it will be un-
til a decision is made, Boocha-
ni said by text message from 
Manus. Many of the men have 
already languished on the is-
land for nearly four years, and 
are consumed with worry over 
their futures, he said. Trump 
has called the resettlement deal 

“dumb,” leaving refugees con-
cerned that it will be called off.

“We don’t know, do they really 
want to take people to Ameri-
ca or not?” said Boochani, who 
fled Iran fearing arrest over his 
work for a Kurdish magazine.

Wickremesinghe said the 
Sri Lankan asylum seekers 
had broken Sri Lankan law by 
fleeing to Australia for asylum. 
But they had nothing to fear 
from returning.

“They are welcome to return 
to Sri Lanka and we won’t pro-
secute them,” Wickremesinghe 

told reporters. “Come back. All 
is forgiven. [...] It is quite safe 
in Sri Lanka.”

Sri Lanka has been attempting 
to reconcile its population since 
a bloody 26-year civil war en-
ded in 2009.

Deakin University expert on 
Southeast Asia, Damien Kin-
gsbury, said all the Sri Lankan 
asylum seekers he knew of who 
were sent back by Australia or 
prevented by Sri Lankan au-
thorities from leaving had been 
jailed. Dissatisfaction with the 
government is often interpre-

ted as support for ethnic Tamil 
Tigers rebels.

“If the prime minister is of-
fering a blanket amnesty, then 
that’s something quite new but 
I don’t think the prime minister 
has the authority to do that,” 
Kingsbury said.

Sri Lankan asylum seekers 
on Nauru and Manus would be 
wary of assurances that they 
were safe to return, with Sri 
Lanka’s north still effectively 
under military occupation and 
subject to ongoing reports of 
human rights abuses.

“Things are not as bad as they 
were there a few years ago, but 
they’re still difficult,” Kingsbury 
said.

Before becoming prime mi-
nister in January 2015, Wickre-
mesinghe had accused the Aus-
tralian government of turning a 
blind eye to human rights abu-
ses in Sri Lanka in return for Sri 
Lankan government support 
in preventing asylum seekers 
from reaching Australia.

Wickremesinghe stood by that 
criticism, but said the bilateral 
relationship under the current 
Sri Lankan government had not 
suffered because of it.

“We felt that there could have 
been more emphasis on the hu-
man rights situation,” Wickre-
mesinghe said.

Turnbull said Sri Lanka was 
making great strides to recover 
from years of civil conflict.

“The Sri Lankan government’s 
reconciliation agenda is laying 
the groundwork for long-term, 
sustainable and inclusive pea-
ce,” Turnbull said. AP

New ZeALAND 

Wildfires prompt hundreds of evacuations 

HundReds of peo-
ple in New Zealand’s 

second-largest city were 
evacuated from their ho-
mes yesterday as wildfires 
burned down several hou-
ses and threatened to en-
croach further into some 
suburbs.

A helicopter pilot who 
was a decorated soldier 
died in a crash while figh-
ting the blaze on Tuesday.

The mayors of Christ-
church City and the adja-
cent Selwyn District decla-
red a state of emergency. 
Selwyn Mayor Sam Brou-
ghton said changing winds 
had made the fires unpre-

dictable.
He said the region had 

been unusually dry for 
three years and the grass in 
the hills had turned brown 
over the Southern Hemis-
phere summer.

Smoke and ash were 
being blown across Chris-
tchurch. Broughton said 
displaced residents were 
staying at evacuation cen-
ters or with relatives.

“They need to look after 
one another, and make 
sure they have a place to go 
to tonight,” he said.

Phil Claude told Radio 
New Zealand he and his fa-
mily ran down a grass track 

to escape the fire, which 
destroyed their home.

“I could see that the 
smoke and the flames 
were being blown right up 
toward our house,” he said. 
“And I just yelled ‘Get out. 
Get out!’”

The Christchurch City 
Council reported that two 
or three homes were des-
troyed yesterday evening 
after authorities said a few 
others were destroyed ear-
lier.

New Zealand’s military 
has been deployed to pro-
vide water tankers and 
engineering equipment 
as well as firefighters and 

other personnel.
The helicopter pilot who 

died while fighting the fire, 
Cpl. David Steven Askin, 
won one of the country’s 
top awards for bravery for 
his actions in Afghanistan.

Askin was a member of 
the elite Special Air Ser-
vice and his identity was 
kept secret when he won 
the Gallantry Star medal in 
2014. He was cited for ef-
forts that included helping 
save guests during the 2011 
siege of the luxury Inter-
Continental Hotel in Kabul 
that left at least 20 people 
dead.

“Corporal Askin was 
wounded by grenade and 
rifle fire, yet carried on 
his mission and rescued 
guests from the hotel as 
fire broke out,” the De-
fence Force said in a sta-
tement. AP
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Stephen Wright & 
Niniek Karmini, Jakarta

UnOfficial coun-
ts indicate the acri-
monious election for 
the Indonesian ca-

pital’s governor will head to 
a second round in April with 
the incumbent, a minority 
Christian, failing to secure the 
50 percent needed for an ou-
tright win.

Most of the quick counts 
carried out by research com-
panies show incumbent Gov. 
“Ahok” Tjahaja Purnama, 
whose campaign was hurt by 
blasphemy charges, winning 
40-43 percent of the vote. 
Anies Rasyid Baswedan, a 
former education minister 
who courted conservative and 
hard-line Muslims, trails by a 
couple of points.

Agus Harimurti Yudhoyono, 
the photogenic son of former 
president Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono, was in a distant 
third place that eliminates 
him from the contest.

Religion and Ahok’s Chinese 
ethnicity, rather than the slew 
of problems that face a car-
clogged and sinking Jakarta, 
dominated the campaign and 
transformed the election into 
a high-stakes tussle between 
conservatives, who want Is-
lam to be ascendant in politics 
and society, and moderates.

Ahok’s chances appeared 
dashed after accusations he 
blasphemed the Quran led to 
criminal charges and trial but 
he rebounded in opinion polls 
following a series of televised 
debates. If convicted of blas-
phemy, he faces up to five 
years in prison.

“We know that you all wan-
ted to see us win in one round, 
but we should be grateful for 

A British man suspected 
of involvement in the 

gangland-style slaying of 
another Briton in the Thai 
resort town of Pattaya has 
been arrested, Cambodian 
authorities said yesterday.

Deputy National Police 
Chief Gen. Chhay Sinari-
th confirmed the arrest of 
the suspect, who was taken 
to Phnom Penh Munici-
pal Court for questioning. 
Court spokesman Ly So-

An electoral worker shows off a ballot paper with images of candidates during the gubernatorial election in Jakarta yesterday

 Anies rasyid 
Baswedan, 
a former 
education 
minister 
who courted 
conservative 
and hard-
line Muslims, 
trails [Ahok] 
by a couple of 
points

INDoNeSIA

Unofficial tally points to second 
vote for Jakarta’s governor

the outcome of this struggle,” 
he told supporters. “When 
many considered that nobody 
wants to vote for me, it turns 
out we are most preferred.”

The blasphemy trial and the 
ease with which hard-liners 
attracted several hundred 
thousand to protest against 
Ahok in Jakarta in November 
and December have undermi-
ned Indonesia’s reputation for 
practicing a moderate form of 
Islam and shaken the centrist 
government of President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo.

Calls for Ahok to be killed 
and anti-Chinese sentiment 

were disturbing elements of 
the protests, one of which 
turned violent, with dozens 
injured and one person dying 
from the effects of tear gas.

Some analysts say it will be 
difficult for him to win the 
second vote if the Anti-Ahok 
camp unites behind the re-
maining Muslim candidate 
and expect religious and ra-
cial divisions to be heightened 
ahead of the April election.

“It’s going to be very hard. 
The second round is going to 
be very ugly. The first round 
issues of religion and ethnici-
ty were ugly enough,” said To-

bias Basuki, a political analyst 
at the Centre for Strategic 
and International Studies in 
Jakarta.

Defeat for Ahok would also 
be a defeat for Indonesia’s 
moderate political and reli-
gious leaders and further em-
bolden hard-liners, who say a 
non-Muslim should not lead 
Muslims. The governorship is 
also seen as a launching pad 
into national politics and pos-
sibly the presidency.

Baswedan said he was open 
to an arrangement with Yu-
dhoyono to secure his votes 
for the second round.

“The mandate given throu-
gh the ballot this morning is 
a huge mandate. For us, this 
percentage is not just votes, it 
is trust,” he said.

Prasetio Edi Marsudi, who 
heads Ahok’s campaign team, 
told a crowd of supporters 
that yesterday’s vote was 
mismanaged at some of the 
13,000 polling places inclu-
ding lack of ballot papers that 
meant some people couldn’t 
vote.

“We are still waiting reports 
from our team over possible 
irregularities in some places 
and we will follow it up with 
the authorities for further ac-
tion,” Marsudi said.

Official results of the elec-
tion are due in late February.

Ahok had been popular be-
cause of his drive to eliminate 
corruption from the Jakarta 
administration and his ef-
forts to make the city more 
livable. But brutal demoli-
tions of some of the slum nei-
ghborhoods that are home to 
millions and ill-considered 
outspokenness proved to be 
his Achilles’ heel.

Opponents seized their mo-
ment last year when a video 
surfaced of Ahok telling vo-
ters they were being decei-
ved if they believed a specific 
verse in the Quran prohibited 
Muslims from electing a non-
Muslim as leader. AP

CAMBoDIA

Briton arrested in slaying at Pattaya resort town
phana identified the man 
as 45-year-old Toby James 
Nelhams.

Nelhams was one of three 
men sought by Thai poli-
ce in the Jan. 24 shooting 
death of Tony Kenway, 
39, as he sat in his parked 
Porsche SUV. Kenway’s 
widow described him as a 
website designer, but Thai 
media suggested he had 
connections with a gam-
bling website, among other 

activities.
Thai police have said 

the other two suspects, a 
South African suspected 
of being the shooter and 
a Briton believed to have 
been his getaway driver, 
fled to Cambodia. Their 
current whereabouts are 
unknown.

Police Col. Jirawut Tan-
tasri, chief of the Thai po-
lice precinct investigating 
the killing, confirmed that 

an arrest warrant had been 
issued for Nelhams after an 
investigation. He said We-
dnesday that he had con-
tacted Cambodian police 
but had not heard anything 
from them.

Both Cambodian and 
Thai authorities have relea-
sed few details about Ne-
lhams or the circumstances 
under which he was arres-
ted. His arrest warrant had 
not been publicized, unlike 

those of his alleged accom-
plices, South African Abel 
Caleira Bonito and Briton 
Miles Dicken Turner.

Thai newspapers repor-
ted late last week that Ne-
lhams had been apprehen-
ded in Cambodia and was 
expected to be handed over 
to Thailand, presumably 
without going through a 
complicated and prolon-
ged extradition process. 
Until yesterday, however, 

Cambodian officials de-
nied making any such ar-
rest.

Pattaya is a popular bea-
chside resort town about a 
two-hour drive from Ban-
gkok with a reputation as 
a sin city rife with corrup-
tion and prostitution. It 
attracts a significant num-
ber of Western residents, 
including members of the 
criminal underworld from 
several nations. AP
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Frank Jordans, Bonn

F OReign mi-
nisters from 
most of the 
world’s leading 

powers are heading to 
a diplomatic summit of 
the Group of 20 indus-
trialized and emerging 
economies in Germany, 
with all eyes on the new 
U.S. Secretary of Sta-
te for clues about the 
direction Washington 
will take over the next 
four years.

At the talks today and 
tomorrow in the western 
city of Bonn, U.S. allies 
are seeking reassuran-
ces from Rex Tillerson 
that the administration 
of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump won’t ditch 
a decade of close coope-
ration among G-20 na-
tions on climate chan-
ge, international deve-
lopment and the global 
economy.

Russia, China, Sau-
di Arabia and Turkey, 
meanwhile, are looking 
to gauge the man they’ll 
be dealing with on some 
of the more sensitive 
areas of foreign policy 
in the coming years â€  
including conflicts in 
Syria and Ukraine, ter-
ritorial disputes in the 
South China Sea and 
nuclear disarmament.

“The issue for any 

The Kremlin spokesman 
on yesterday denied repor-

ts of intercepted phone calls 
between Russian intelligence 
officials and members of Do-
nald Trump’s presidential cam-
paign.

The New York Times said 
that the Russians made contact 
with Paul Manafort, who briefly 
served as Trump’s campaign 
chairman. Current and former 
U.S. officials interviewed by the 
Times declined to identify other 
Trump associates contacted by 
the Russians.

Speaking to reporters in Mos-
cow, Dmitry Peskov, spokes-
man for President Vladimir 
Putin, pointed to the anony-
mity of the sources, saying that 
the reports “are not based on 
any facts, do not point to actual 
facts.”

The report comes a day af-
ter U.S. National Security Ad-
viser Michael Flynn resigned 

Police officers stand outside the World Conference Center in Bonn, 
where foreign ministers of the G20 countries are meeting today

G20 MeeTING 

World’s diplomats seeking 
reassurance from US

Trump’s former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn (right) shakes hands with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin in Moscow (still shot from a video taken on Dec. 10, 2015)

rUSSIA-US

Kremlin denies intelligence contacts 
with Trump campaign team

country that’s not Ame-
rica is to try and flesh 
out what Trump means 
by ‘America first,’” said 
Christopher Smart, a 
fellow at the Chatham 
House think tank and 
former Obama admi-
nistration adviser on 
international economic 
affairs.

A shift away from 
multilateral diplomacy 
could see U.S. allies pi-
tted against each other 
in a bid for Washing-
ton’s attention, ope-
ning up new battle li-
nes. At the same time, 
smaller countries cou-
ld be left to pick up 
the cost of financing 
international organi-
zations as well as the 
burden of behind-the
-scenes negotiations -   
previously shouldered 
largely by the State De-
partment.

So far, Tillerson has 
struck a more mode-
rate tone than Trump, 
suggesting a desire for 
continuity rather than 
a radical break with the 
past, Smart said. How 
that will work in prac-
tice, and who genuinely 
has the new president’s 
ear, is something di-
plomats will be trying 
to find out both in the 
summit’s two working 
sessions and during a 
flurry of bilateral mee-

tings at a German go-
vernment guest house 
on a mountain over-
looking the River Rhi-
ne.

“Russia would be a 
very interesting con-
versation to hear,” said 
Smart, noting that the 
G-20 meeting comes 
days after Trump’s na-
tional security adviser 
Michael Flynn resigned 
over his contacts with 
Moscow.

This week’s talks are 
also seen as a dress 
rehearsal for Germany’s 
hosting of the G-20 lea-
ders in Hamburg on 
July 7-8, which Trump 
has said he’ll attend.

German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel is trying 
to downplay differen-
ces with Trump - who 
called her refugee po-
licy “a total disaster 
- by stressing Berlin’s 
willingness to coopera-
te with his administra-
tion. Earlier this mon-
th, she sent her foreign 
minister, Sigmar Ga-
briel, to Washington to 
meet with Tillerson wi-
thin hours of his Senate 
confirmation.

Gabriel, who is 
also new to the post 
following a recent Ca-
binet reshuffle, said 
Wednesday that talks 
among the G-20 - whi-
ch also includes Argen-

tina, Australia, Brazil, 
Canada, India, Indo-
nesia, Japan, Mexico, 
South Africa, South Ko-
rea and several Euro-
pean countries - are key 
to ensuring that foreign 
policy is “more than 
crisis management.”

“We would be well-ad-
vised not to constantly 
run from one blaze to 
the next with the fire 
extinguisher,” he said, 
stressing the importan-
ce of preventing crises. 
Germany saw first- 
hand two years ago how 
conflicts in Syria, Iraq 
and Afghanistan led to 
an unprecedented mo-
vement of refugees into 
Europe, with a lasting 
impact on the conti-
nent.

Without mentioning 
the United States by 
name, Gabriel said 
problems caused by 
terrorism, water shor-
tage and humanitarian 
emergencies couldn’t 
be tackled through iso-
lation. “Climate change 
can’t be fought using 
barbed wire,” he said.

Still, few believe that 
this year’s G-20 mee-
tings will be as har-
monious as Germany’s 
stewardship of the G-7 
format two years ago, 
which produced pictu-
res of Merkel and Oba-
ma strolling across an 

Alpine meadow.
Left-wing groups are 

planning a protest to-
day near the conferen-
ce venue, which for 
decades was home to 
West Germany’s parlia-
ment before the capital 
was moved to Berlin 
following the country’s 
reunification.

Bonn has since be-

come an example of 
Germany’s vision for 
multilateral diploma-
cy, hosting numerous 
international orga-
nizations and United 
Nations offices with a 
particular focus on cli-
mate change - an issue 
the new U.S. adminis-
tration has expressed 
skepticism about. AP

following reports he misled 
Vice President Mike Pence and 
other officials about his contac-
ts with Russia.

Asked about the allegations, 
Russian foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Maria Zakharo-
va said yesterday they “prove 

once again there is a major in-
ternal, political game, you can 
call it bargaining, in the United 
States.”

Russian lawmakers were 
more direct in trying to defend 
Trump.

“This is not about informa-
tion but about a high-preci-
sion information bomb,” Alexei 
Pushkov, chairman of the Fe-
deration Council’s information 
committee, tweeted. “The goal 
is to blow up the Trump admi-
nistration.”

Separately, Russian officials 
dismissed a statement by White 

House spokesman Sean Spicer 
who said Trump expects Russia 
to return Crimea, which it an-
nexed following a hastily called 
referendum in March 2014.

“We never give back our terri-
tory,” Zakharova told reporters.

Peskov echoed Zakharova’s 
remarks and added that Pu-
tin has been patient about ex-
plaining to his counterparts 
that the people of Crimea asked 
to join Russia because of their 
fears about the new govern-
ment in Ukraine, and would 
keep delivering this message to 
the White House, too. AP
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what’s ON ...

Spring Breeze to the Southern greenly 
land – exhiBition of the lunar new year 
traditionS of guangdong province, hong 
Kong S.a.r. and Macao S.a.r.
tiMe: 9am-7pm
until: February 19, 2107 
venue: Temporary Exhibitions Gallery of IACM
adMiSSion: Free
enquirieS: (853) 8988 4100
 
love of Macau – photographS By lee 
Kung KiM
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
until: July 9, 2017 
venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
Museum Admission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays and 
public holidays) 
enquirieS: (853) 8791 9814

ad liB- recent worKS By KonStantin 
BeSSMertny
tiMe: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
until: May 28, 2017 
venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
adMiSSion: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
enquirieS: (853) 8791 9814

the StaMp feStival
tiMe: 9am-5:30pm (no admission after 5pm, 
closed on public holidays)
until: April 7, 2017
venue: Communication Museum of Macao / 
Estrada D. Maria II, No. 7 
adMiSSion: MoP10 
enquirieS: (853) 2871 8063 / 2871 8570

Sailing for dreaMS - worKS By KwoK 
woon
tiMe: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
until: April 23, 2017 
venue: Navy Yard No.1, Rua de S. Tiago da 
Barra 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 8988 4000

iMpreSSion of Macau – art exhiBition of 
‘andre lui
tiMe:11am-10pm 
until: February 20, 2017 
venue: Lakeside Gallery in the Anim’Arte NAM 
VAN
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2836 6866

this day in historyTV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:20
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Criminal Minds S.8    
Next in Line (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show    
Castle S6    
Next in Line    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema
cineteatro
16 feb -22 feb

LOvE CONtrACtuALLy
room 1
2:30, 4:15, 6:00, 9:45pm
Director: Liu guonan
Starring: Sammi Cheng, Joseph Chang
Language: Cantonese
Duration: 98min

rESIDENt EvIL: fINAL CHAPtEr
room 1
7:45pm
Director: Paul w. S. Anderson
Starring: Milla Jovovich, Ali Larter, Shawn roberts, ruby 
rose
Language: English
Duration: 103min

JOHN wICk: CHAPtEr twO
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director:  Chad Stahelski
Starring: keanu reeves, Ian McShane, ruby rose
Language: English (Chinese)

LA LA LAND
room 2
7:15pm
Director:  Damien Chazelle
Starring: ryan gosling, Emma Stone
Language: English
Duration: 128min

A CurE fOr wELLNESS
room 3
2:30, 9:15pm
Director: gore verbinski
Starring:  Dane DeHaan, Jason Isaacs, Mia goth 
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 146min

tHE LEgO bAtMAN MOvIE
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30pm
Director: Chris  Mckay
Starring:  Jenny Slate, will Arnett, ralph fiennes
Language: Cantonese (English)
Duration: 104min

macau tower
16 feb - 22 feb

kuNg-fu yOgA
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director:  Stanley tong 
Starring:   Jackie Chan, Disha Patani, Amyra Dastur
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 107min

Six months after her cat ran away, a woman in the 
Netherlands is looking forward to a reunion — in an 
Austrian village 950 kilometers away.

Austrian state broadcaster oRF reports that Pepper 
recently turned up in Aschbach-Markt, west of Vienna.

She looked to be just another stray to the person who 
brought her to a local veterinarian. But an examina-
tion revealed that the well-traveled feline was micro-
chipped, allowing veterinarian Katharina Zoechling to 
trace the owner and through photos, establish that the 
cat was indeed hers.

oRF said yesterday that the unnamed owner is plan-
ning a trip to the Austrian village to claim Pepper. And 
while how the cat got there may never be known, one 
guess is she hitch-hiked — on the back of a truck.

 Offbeat
cat goes on marathon jaunt 
from netherlands to austria 

The Kyoto accord, which aims to curb the air pollu-
tion blamed for global warming, has come into force 
seven years after it was agreed. 

The accord requires countries to cut emissions of 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. 

Some 141 countries, accounting for 55% of gree-
nhouse gas emissions, have ratified the treaty, which 
pledges to cut these emissions by 5.2% by 2012. 

But the world’s top polluter - the US - has not sig-
ned up to the treaty. 

The US says the changes would be too costly to 
introduce and that the agreement is flawed. 

Large developing countries including India, China 
and Brazil are not required to meet specific targets 
for now. 

The ancient Japanese capital of Kyoto, where the 
pact was negotiated, is hosting the main ceremony 
marking the treaty’s coming into force. 

Russia ratified the treaty in November 2004 - the 
crucial moment that made the treaty legally binding. 

courtesy BBc news

2005 kyoto protocol 
         comes into force

in context
Most climate scientists say that the targets set in the Kyoto 
Protocol are merely scratching the surface of the problem. 
The agreement aims to reduce emissions from industrialised 
nations only by around 5%, whereas the consensus among 
many climate scientists is that in order to avoid the worst 
consequences of global warming, emissions cuts in the order 
of 60% across the board are needed. 
This has led to criticisms that the agreement is toothless, as 
well as being virtually obsolete without US support. 
But others say its failure would be a disaster as, despite its 
flaws, it sets out a framework for future negotiations which 
could take another decade to rebuild.
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omACrOSS: 1- Movable barrier; 5- oracular; 10- Greek goddess of the earth; 14- Dull 

pain, often in the head or back; 15- Bahamanian island; 16- St. Louis landmark; 
17- Are you ___ out?; 18- out; 19- Marsh bird; 20- Garr of “Tootsie”; 21- Canton; 
23- Big bird; 25- ___ few rounds; 26- Falls back; 31- Sam, e.g.; 35- Bambi’s aunt; 
36- Regions; 38- Pine; 40- Soft shoes; 42- Student tables; 44- ___ dancing is popular 
with cowboys!; 45- More cunning; 47- Less outgoing; 49- ___ de Janeiro; 50- Baffled; 
52- Hans Christian; 54- Nabokov novel; 56- Land in la mer; 57- Incidental product; 
62- Fill to excess; 66- Small batteries; 67- Vive ___!; 68- Anthem starter; 69- Woes; 
70- Aristotle’s teacher; 71- Make angry; 72- Cut calories; 73- Troy beauty; 74- 
Sounds of disapproval;
 
DOwN: 1- Manner of walking; 2- Skin eruption; 3- Norse god of thunder; 4- More 
strange; 5- Front of an advancing army; 6- ___ Ben Adhem; 7- Cheerio!; 8- Frosting; 
9- Black tea from China; 10- Deep cut; 11- 
Suffix with buck; 12- Creamy-beige color; 
13- Eureka!; 22- Madcap; 24- Give ___ 
break!; 26- Radiation measures; 27- ___ 
Gay; 28- Unsaid; 29- Summer shirts; 30- 
Figure skater Cohen; 32- Cartoon frame; 
33- Dens; 34- Tennessee ___ Ford; 37- 
Pelt; 39- Noble gas; 41- His, to Henri; 43- 
Incitement of rebellion; 46- Caboose; 48- 
Fam. reunion attendee; 51- Brewer Coors; 
53- A place for vacationers; 55- Designer 
Simpson; 57- Indonesian holiday resort; 
58- Ivy League school; 59- Hey, you!; 60- 
Russian range; 61- Sheep shelter; 63- Sale 
condition; 64- Confer; 65- Storm centers; 
66- Help, resource; 

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAx CONDItION

CHINA

wOrLD

-7
-1
6
6
0

flurry
sleet/drizzle

drizzle
drizzle

drizzle/clear

-1
-12
4
-9
3
-8
7
8
5
8
9
7
7
15
12
16

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Opportunities will pop up in the 
most unusual places, but you have 
to be ready to jump before they 
slip away. Be prepared to follow 
threads that may seem hopelessly 
entangled. 

April 20-May 20
There’s no shortage of scams looking 
for suckers, so give all get-rich-quick 
schemes a wide berth. You don’t have 
to end up poorer to get wiser. Do your 
homework and take no guaranteed 
income claims at face value. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You are completely in control of how 
a situation plays out today. If you 
get your back up and start spouting 
a stream of defensive excuses, the 
spiral will take a decidedly negative 
nosedive.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You really want someone to take 
care of you today, but your mom 
may be too far away and others seem 
insensitive to how you’re feeling. 
You’ll just have to make your own 
chicken soup.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The love line is open and you’re 
the operator in charge of all calls. 
Casual flirting doesn’t have to stay 
casual, and the direct approach will 
probably work better than any coy 
dancing around the topic.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Sometimes family members can be 
a bit too cautious. Concerns over 
their own security or sincere regard 
for your feelings could cause them 
to object to a course of action. You 
know what’s right for you, however.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Allowing a false sense of idealism 
to blind you to potential pitfalls can 
cause trouble down the road. Instead 
of spinning endless success fantasies 
in your head, seek the counsel of 
those who have gone before you. 

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Temptation fills the air, and you’re 
just as caught up in the excitement 
as everyone else. It’s rather like being 
in the eye of a hurricane. You feel 
completely safe and insulated from 
the whirling danger around you.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The more people you come into 
contact today, the more laughs 
you’ll enjoy and the more fun 
you’ll have. Making a game out 
of chores helps you stay in touch 
with your inner child.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Does your plan need modification? 
Perhaps you’re being too ambitious 
or trying to bite off more than you 
can comfortably chew in one session. 
Look for ways to simplify - but don’t 
give up. You’re on the right track.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Listening today will help you far 
more than you think. Quite a bit of 
chatter is going on and most of it may 
seem superficial and meaningless. 
Consider all statements carefully 
before giving them voice.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The sound of your own voice may 
be music to your ears, but only by 
listening to others can you broaden 
your experience and expand your 
perceptions beyond your usual 
boundaries. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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overcast/cloudy
sleet/flurry
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shower/cloudy
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cloudy/drizzle
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overcast
cloudy/clear

clear
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Jon Gambrell, Dubai

PResident Donald 
Trump’s two sons in charge 

of his global business empire 
will attend a closed-door event 
this coming weekend to mark 
the opening of the Trump In-
ternational Golf Club in Dubai, 
organizers said yesterday.

The ceremony in the Mideast 
city-state home to the world’s 
tallest building marks the first 
major event abroad that Eric 
and Donald Jr. will attend toge-
ther since their father’s inaugu-
ration.

It also comes as questions still 
swirl about how the Trump Or-
ganization’s many internatio-
nal business interests will affect 
the administration of America’s 
45th president.

Already, a liberal-funded wat-
chdog group has filed a lawsuit 
alleging his business violates 
the so-called emolument act of 
the U.S. Constitution.

Meanwhile, news reports have 
described Trump and Japanese 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe hu-
ddling with staff over a North 
Korea ballistic missile launch 
in front of diners and waiters 
at his Florida resort this past 
weekend.

The 18-hole Dubai golf cou-
rse is part of a larger villa and 
apartment building project 
by DAMAC Properties, a Du-

GoLF

Trump sons Eric, Donald Jr. to 
attend ‘closed’ Dubai event

bai-based developer owned 
by billionaire Hussain Sajwa-
ni. Recently renamed DAMAC 
Hills, the project surrounds 
the golf club managed by the 
Trump Organization.

One of the Trump Organi-
zation’s subsidiaries recei-

ved from USD1 million to $5 
million from DAMAC, accor-
ding to a U.S. Federal Election 
Committee report submitted 
in May. Sajwani and his family 
also attended a New Year’s Eve 
celebration at Trump’s Mar-a
-Lago club in Florida, while 

Trump days later told journa-
lists that DAMAC had offered 
the Trump Organization $2 
billion in deals.

The Dubai golf course marks 
Trump’s first successful ventu-
re in the Arab world. Another 
Trump-managed golf course is 
planned for another even lar-
ger DAMAC project under de-
velopment and the developer 
has been putting up billboards 
around Dubai advertising the 
newly opened course.

Trump’s two sons, who took 
over management of the Trump 
Organization after their father 
stepped aside, had been antici-
pated to attend the ceremonial 
opening of the Dubai course. 
The Trump Organization ear-
lier referred questions about 
the event to DAMAC.

DAMAC spokesman Niall 
McLoughlin told The Associa-
ted Press on yesterday that the 
ceremony Saturday would be a 
“closed event.” He declined to 

elaborate.
It’s unclear what security pre-

cautions will be taken for the vi-
sit, as experts already have war-
ned the Trump brand abroad 
now faces a global terror risk .

Both Eric and Donald Jr. re-
ceive Secret Service protection 
as immediate family members 
of the president. The U.S. Em-
bassy in Abu Dhabi has decli-
ned to comment about the trip, 
while Dubai police did not im-
mediately respond to a request 
for comment.

The Dubai visit comes as the 
Trump Organization finds its 
footing after its patriarch ente-
red the White House.

Before Trump’s Jan. 20 inau-
guration, his son Eric visited 
the Trump Tower Punta del 
Este in Uruguay to check on the 
tower’s progress and personally 
greet buyers. A Trump hotel in 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 
is also expected to soon host 
Trump’s sons. AP
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Jerome Pugmire, Paris

TWO years after being 
humiliated by Bar-
celona in the Cham-
pions League, Paris 

Saint-Germain turned the tables 
on the five-time champions with 
a relentless display of skill, ener-
gy and determination.

Angel Di Maria scored two su-
perb goals and top scorer Edin-

BORussia Dortmund 
squandered chance 

after chance, including a 
second-half penalty, befo-
re slumping to a 1-0 defeat 
at Benfica in their first leg 
match of the Champions 
League’s Round of 16 yes-
terday.

Kostas Mitroglou scored 
shortly after halftime and 
goalkeeper Ederson made 
some key saves afterward 
to help Benfica hold on for 
victory at the Stadium of 
Light.

Pierre-Emerick Auba-
meyang missed the penalty 
in the 58th minute, when 
his shot was stopped by the 
Brazilian goalkeeper.

“That’s only possible in 
football, to play this well 
and to still lose,” Dort-
mund coach Thomas Tu-
chel said. “Luckily, the-
re’s a return leg for such 
games. It is an extremely 
complicated result, but I 
am very proud of how we 
played tonight. Even thou-
gh I am very disappointed, 
I am proud of how we pre-
sented ourselves.”

PSG’s Angel Di Maria celebrates after scoring his team’s third goal during the 
Champions League first leg knockout round match in Paris

FooTBALL | CHAMPIoNS LeAGUe

PSG gives Barcelona some major 
payback with 4-0 thumping

son Cavani grabbed his 34th of a 
prolific season, with both players 
scoring on their birthdays as 
PSG battered Barcelona 4-0 in 
the first leg of their Round of 16 
contest yesterday.

Newly-signed winger Julian 
Draxler got the other one as 
PSG’s irrepressible front trio — a 
mixture of constant movement, 
power and pace — tormented 
Barca.

“We couldn’t have imagined 
a better night. Winning 4-0 
against Barcelona on the day of 
my birthday is incredible,” Di 
Maria said. “It was the perfect 
match.”

Barcelona has grown accus-
tomed to handing out football 
lessons, thrashing PSG 5-1 on 
aggregate when they met in the 
quarterfinals two years ago, but 
this was a PSG masterclass.

Dreams of a sixth European 
crown should be put firmly on 
hold, because Barcelona has a 
massive task ahead in the second 
leg on March 8.

Di Maria, totally out of form for 
much of the season, celebrated 
his 29th birthday in style, rifling 
in an 18th-minute free kick and 
then skipping past two weak 
challenges before curling in a su-
perb second from 25 meters out, 
10 minutes after the break.

Continuing his fine form sin-
ce joining from Wolfsburg last 
month, Draxler smacked in the 
second goal late in the first half.

Cavani, celebrating his 30th 
birthday, drilled home the fourth 
in the 72nd minute.

“The understanding between 
the three of them was very high,” 
PSG coach Unai Emery said.

The noise level at Parc des 
Princes reached deafening pro-
portions as Barcelona cracked 

under waves of incessant pres-
sure.

“We played a great game indi-
vidually and collectively,” Emery 
said. “But I still have a lot of res-
pect for Barca and 90 minutes is 
long. We must keep our concen-
tration for the return match.”

Perhaps he was being diploma-
tic.

Because although Barcelona 
was supposed to be the favorite, 
the night turned into a damage 
limitation exercise, the way it 
does when weak sides are totally 
outclassed.

“They were better than us from 
the start and put us under pres-
sure,” Barcelona coach Luis En-
rique said. “We couldn’t get out 
of it. We were obviously inferior.”

The way Barca lost its shape 
and composure was complete-
ly unbecoming of such a proud 
club.

Luis Enrique’s side was des-
troyed by a PSG side playing with 
feverish determination, despe-
rate to prove it belongs among 
Europe’s elite after falling at the 
quarterfinals in the last four sea-
sons.

This time it looks like the mi-
ghty Barcelona won’t even reach 
the last eight, after equaling its 
worst ever Champions League 
defeat.

“I’m responsible for this,” Luis 

Enrique said. “We might need to 
change our shape (for the return 
leg) but it wasn’t really the shape 
that was to blame.”

Emery vowed that his players 
were not scared of Barca’s famed 
MSN attack of Lionel Messi, Luis 
Suarez and Neymar, and would 
impose their game.

How right he was.
Tonight was all about the CDD, 

as Cavani, Draxler and Di Maria 
ran the show.

“Di Maria in particular was 
very, very good,” Luis Enrique 
said. “They have a big attacking 
potential, work hard in defense 
and are incredible on the ball.”

It was an unforgettable night in 
PSG’s European history. The side 
reached the semifinals only once, 
in 1995, the year before it won its 
only trophy, the now defunct Eu-
ropean Cup Winners’ Cup.

One PSG banner in the stadium 
read “Jouez comme des guer-
riers, vos soldats sont derriere 
vous” (Play like warriors, your 
soldiers are behind you).

The players certainly respon-
ded.

Led by the indefatigable 
running of midfielders Marco 
Verratti and Blaise Matuidi, and 
the craft of Adrien Rabiot, PSG 
closed down incessantly and cau-
sed havoc down both flanks.

PSG took the lead when Di Ma-
ria spotted a gap in the wall and 
sent a fizzing free kick past flat-
footed goalkeeper Marc-Andre 
ter Stegen.

The high tempo and constant 
switching of play disrupted Bar-
celona’s shape, enabling a spare 
man to constantly dart in behind 
the back four.

It was like watching Barcelona 
putting PSG to the sword two 
years ago. AP

Benfica’s Kostas Mitroglou celebrates with teammates scoring the opening goal during the Champions 
League round of 16

Benfica edges Dortmund 1-0

Benfica will be looking to 
reach the quarterfinals for 
the second straight season 
in the second leg on March 
8 in Germany.

In the other Round-of-16 
match on Tuesday, Paris 
Saint-Germain stunned 
Barcelona 4-0 in the first 

leg in France.
Mitroglou broke the dea-

dlock following a corner 
early in the second half 
after a header by defender 
Luisao, who was making 
his 500th appearance for 
Benfica. Mitroglou’s ini-
tial effort was parried by 

goalkeeper Roman Burki 
but the striker was able 
to bundle home the loose 
ball.

It was Benfica’s only at-
tempt on target the entire 
match.

“We fought, gave our 
best, and victories are also 

made of that,” Benfica coa-
ch Rui Vitoria said. “Con-
gratulations to Ederson 
too, a keeper who showed 
his quality once again, this 
time against a team that 
scored so many goals in 
the group stage.”

Dortmund’s attack had 
thrived in the group phase, 
setting the competition’s 
all-time scoring record 
with 21 goals in six games, 
but it faltered in Lisbon 
even though the German 
side controlled possession 
throughout the game.

“We should have and 
could have taken more 
from this game. We put 
in a top performance, we 
created many chances,” 
Dortmund midfielder Ju-
lian Weigl said. “A 1-0 de-
feat is not the best position 
for the return leg, but we 
play in our stadium and it 
is still possible.”

Aubameyang’s penalty 

was straight at the midd-
le of the goal and Ederson 
was able to make an easy 
save. The goalkeeper had 
already made two great 
stops shortly after halfti-
me, and after a long-range 
shot took a deflection off a 
defender in the 84th.

“We knew that they had 
strong and quick players 
up front,” Ederson said. 
“They created a lot of dif-
ficulties for us but we were 
prepared.”

Aubameyang had missed 
two other great opportuni-
ties with shots from inside 
the area, one in each half, 
and Ousmane Dembele 
nearly scored in the first 
half when his close-range 
shot was blocked in front 
of the goal.

Benfica hasn’t conceded 
in four home games and 
has won 13 of its last 16 
matches, with only two 
losses.

The Portuguese cham-
pion had to play without 
its top forward, Jonas, who 
didn’t recover from a back 
problem. AP
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RepoRt cites incReased chinese, 
Russian militaRy activity 

An annual report on military power throughout 
the world cites Chinese and Russian activity as rising 
threats to Western powers.

The International Institute for Strategic Studies re-
port said analysts have noted “real and important” 
increases in Chinese military activity in the air, at sea, 
and in missile forces. It said Chinese weapons systems 
are becoming more sophisticated and advanced.

The report says a resurgent Russia has placed “the 
exercise of military power and even the importance of 
nuclear weapons” at a centerpiece of its power, pro-
voking the need for a strong NATO response.

It also says Britain has fallen below the 2 percent 
defense spending target set for NATO countries, a 
charge rejected by British officials and some other 
analysts.
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‘Brexit Brow’ and Peak 
eyelash

Pluck off? No, say British women, holding on 
tight to their eyebrows.

Things are really happening in the field of 
facial hair. The ‘Brexit brow’ is a new trend: 
women in the United Kingdom are apparently 
growing thick eyebrows as a response to the 
uncertainty of leaving the European Union. 
Such eyebrows allow them to ‘feel more in 
control’, according to brow bar statistics and 
sentiment (yes, those exist.) Overall, the Bri-
tish brow market is worth £20 million and, with 
this new trend, Theresa May can at least point 
to the nations’ foreheads and say ‘look, grow-
th!’ 

If women bulking up their brows to counter 
political uncertainty is a trend that’s allowed 
into the US – it’s coming from Britain, it should 
be okay – hairy times lie ahead there too. Gi-
ven the uneasiness for women under Trump, 
the whole country could become one big brow 
thereby annoying the president that, brow-wi-
se, it’s a bush era. 

If we take a brow-se through history, we learn 
Cleopatra had a bold brow. Medieval women 
plucked theirs heavily to highlight domed 
foreheads. In the 1920s, film stars populari-
sed skinny brows. Eyebrow weight fluctuated 
through the rest of the century and into the 
next until now: when Brexit implications inclu-
de a slowdown in tweezing. 

In Asia, I can’t help but wonder if the link 
between politics and facial hair arrived a while 
back, but has been articulated through lashes 
not brows. Hong Kong is at ‘peak eyelash’ – 
extensions here couldn’t be any fuller or more 
extravagant. For example, women in Wan 
Chai, if they batted in unison, could create a 
typhoon; and biometric ID at the airport soon 
won’t have a clear beam to the retina. The 
Hong Kong Consumer Council issued a war-
ning against eyelash extensions, saying they 
may cause infection and eyelash loss. That 
actually was Fake News. 

But forget vanity. Has this all been women 
in Hong Kong reacting to political uncertainty, 
affixing these full lashes to feel in control as 
the Chief Executive election approaches and 
fears of Beijing influence continue to escala-
te?

What about Macau? Might women there also 
lush it up lash-wise, or will they offer support 
to Portugal’s European Union membership 
by favouring a thinner arch to rival the Brexit 
brow? Will it become hugely popular because 
it rhymes - the Macau Brow? 

Given the amount of attention that’s been 
paid to the ‘Brexit brow’, you’d think nothing 
else was happening in the beauty sections. 
And yet it’s been a big week in the dominion 
of man hair. Mintel, the market research com-
pany, just reported ‘removal of male body hair’ 
is on the up, though don’t expect ‘Veet for Him’ 
in black packaging because blokes seemin-
gly don’t like depilatory creams. The growth 
market is for body razors, for men to attend to 
their ‘male terrain’.

This, frankly, is a massive story. It’s the be-
ginning of the end for the socially acceptable 
hairy man leg, and the start of men wailing: 
‘I can’t go out tonight, I haven’t shaved my 
terrain.’

But what’s also crucial is the fact absolutely 
no one is linking this to politics. Might British 
men want tuft-free legs so they can swim the 
English Channel faster to rejoin Europe after 
Brexit? Could American men want less hair to 
express their horror of Trump by being his vi-
sual opposite? Nope. No one at all is sugges-
ting this. Man grooming is just man grooming. 
Which is kind of what it should be. The idea of 
brows being a realm in which women exercise 
control suggests they have none elsewhere. 
And that really does raise more than an eye-
brow.

Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

AuStrALIA Sri Lankan 
asylum seekers held on 
Pacific island camps who 
could potentially find 
new lives in the United 
States are free to return 
home without fear of 
persecution, Sri Lanka’s 
prime minister says. 
More on p12

PAkIStAN A Taliban 
suicide bombing targeted 
the administrative 
headquarters of a tribal 
region in northwestern 
Pakistan, killing three 
policemen and two 
passers-by, according to 
officials. 

JAPAN The USD3.3 
billion acquisition 
by SoftBank Group 
Corp., the Japanese 
telecommunications, 
internet and solar 
energy giant, of Fortress 
Investment Group marks 
tycoon Masayoshi Son’s 
latest step in building an 
investment empire. 

tHE NEtHErLANDS’ 
main intelligence service 
says it is treating a small 
group of Dutch children 
in conflict zones in Iraq 
and Syria as “Jihadist 
travelers” since they may 
have received military 
training. The General 
Intelligence and Security 
Service says at least 80 
Dutch children are in 
those areas, either having 
been born there or taken 
there by one or both 
parents. 

uSA The New york City 
health department says 
one person has died 
and two others have 
become severely ill after 
they contracted a rare 
disease (leptospirosis) 
transmitted by rats. The 
three cases occurred in 
the last two months in a 
Bronx neighborhood. City 
officials say it’s the first 
time a cluster of cases 
has been identified.

Nicole Winfield, Vatican City

POPe Francis insisted yes-
terday that indigenous 

groups must give prior con-
sent to any economic acti-
vity affecting their ancestral 
lands, a view that conflicts 
with the Trump adminis-
tration, which is pushing to 
build a USD3.8 billion oil pi-
peline over opposition from 
American Indians.

Francis met with represen-
tatives of indigenous peoples 
attending a U.N. agricultural 
meeting and said the key is-
sue facing them is how to re-
concile the right to economic 
development with protecting 
their cultures and territories.

“In this regard, the right to 
prior and informed consent 
should always prevail,” he 
said. “Only then is it possible 
to guarantee peaceful coo-

peration between governing 
authorities and indigenous 
peoples, overcoming con-
frontation and conflict.”

The Cheyenne River and 
the Standing Rock Sioux tri-
bes have sued to stop cons-
truction on the final stretch of 
the Dakota Access pipeline, 
which would bring oil from 
North Dakota’s rich Bakken 
fields across four states to a 
shipping point in Illinois.

The tribes say the pipeline 
threatens their drinking wa-
ter, cultural sites and ability 
to practice their religion, whi-
ch depends on pure water. 
The last piece of the pipeline 
is to pass under a reservoir 
on the Missouri River, which 
marks the eastern border of 
both tribes’ reservations.

The company building the 
pipeline, Texas-based Energy 
Transfer Partners, has insis-
ted the water supply will be 
safe.

Francis didn’t cite the Dako-
ta pipeline dispute by name 
and the Vatican press office 
said he was not making a di-
rect reference to it. But his-
tory’s first Latin American 
pope has been a consistent 
backer of indigenous rights 
and has frequently spoken 
out about the plight of In-
dians in resisting economic 
development that threatens 
their lands.

“For governments, this 
means recognizing that in-
digenous communities are a 
part of the population to be 

appreciated and consulted, 
and whose full participa-
tion should be promoted at 
the local and national level,” 
Francis told the indigenous 
leaders yesterday.

In the waning days of the 
Obama administration, amid 
protests over construction 
that led to some 700 arrests, 
federal agencies that have au-
thority over the reservoir said 
they would not give permis-
sion for pipe to be laid until 
an environmental study was 
done.

U.S. President Donald 
Trump reversed course and 
last month instructed the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to 
proceed with building the pi-
peline.

Francis’ reference to prior 
consent is enshrined in the 
U.N. Declaration on the righ-
ts of indigenous peoples, whi-
ch was adopted by the U.N. 
General Assembly in 2007 
over the opposition of the 
U.S., Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand.

Francis’ strong backing for 
indigenous groups and re-
fugees, his climate change 
concerns and criticism of the 
global economy’s profit-at- 
all-cost mentality highlight 
the policy differences with 
the Trump administration 
that may come out if the U.S. 
president meets with Francis 
while in Italy for a G-7 sum-
mit in May. There has been 
no confirmation of any mee-
ting to date, however. AP

Pope Francis: Native 
people have rights over 
their lands

New kids on the block. Ocean Garden’s bus stop near Taipa Health Center any given week day at 5 p.m. 
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