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More on  backpage

kou meng pok running 
for legislative elections 

easter attracts more 
tourists

Kou Meng Pok, president of Pearl 
Horizon owners association, 
announced that he would run for 
the legislative elections 

Macau registered a total of 
427,254 tourist arrivals during the 
four-day Easter holidays on April 
14 to 17 P4

mgm 
engineers 
sent to 
hollywood 
for training

 P3

Le French May 
marks 25th 
anniversary 
showcasing 
unique artworks 

N. Korea-US Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis 
says North Korea’s 
latest failed missile 
launch was a reckless 
act of provocation. 
Mattis commented on 
the weekend missile 
launch in an interview 
with reporters traveling 
with him yesterday to 
Saudi Arabia, where 
he begins a weeklong 
Mideast tour. “The 
leader of North Korea 
again recklessly tried 
to provoke something 
by launching a missile,” 
he said. 
More on p11,13

CHINa An American 
business group says 
China’s push to develop 
its own technology and 
other industries has 
“narrowed the space” 
for foreign companies to 
compete in its market.  
More on p9

CHINa-US Since 
Donald Trump was 
elected president, 
sales of Ivanka Trump 
merchandise have 
surged and her company 
has applied for at least 
nine new trademarks 
— signs that the 
commercial engine of 
the first daughter’s brand 
is still humming even as 
she builds a new career 
from her West Wing 
office. More on p10

PHILIPPINeS Officials 
say at least 26 people 
have died after a 
passenger bus carrying 
about 45 people fell 
into a deep ravine in a 
northern mountain town. 
More on p12
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ENvIroNMENT rEPorT

Population density up, 
air quality down  P3
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Twenty local residents are 
seeking help from lawmakers 

Chan Meng Kam and Song Pek 
Kei after having purchased pro-
perties in Zhuhai.

According to a report by Jornal 
Va Kio, in 2013, Zhuhai had a new 
property development with units 
for sale, the development reporte-
dly set to be located at an exclusive 
walking street. 

The property was advertised as 
being constructed according to 
international design standards. 
An underground plaza, where 
large integrated shopping malls 
and bars could be found. The pro-
motional ads of the property also 

mentioned that within the street’s 
vicinity, there would be a “Ultra
-platinum five-star hotel”, which 
would be operated by the property 
developer and by the “US Caesars 
Entertainment Corp.”

In total, more than 100 Macau 
residents purchased properties 
from the project, including the afo-
rementioned 20. The 20 residents 
informed the lawmakers that, 
while the walking street is succes-
sfully being constructed, they had 
observed that the street’s current 
structure makes it impossible to 
allocate an underground plaza. 

The residents were also told by 
the developer that the five-star 

hotel will be changed into serviced 
apartments. 

They also reportedly faced diffi-
culties with the property purchase 
payment process.

When the buyers requested re-
funds from the developers, they 
were refused, having been told 
“you don’t need to sign the con-
tract, but the money will not be 
refunded.”

The two lawmakers, after mee-
ting with the 20 buyers, expressed 
that they will continue to follow 
the buyers’ situation, and will try 
their best to provide assistance to 
the residents’ reasonable and legal 
appeal. 

Debate con-
tinues over ju-

risdictions within 
the cross-border ex-
press train termi-
nus in the Kowloon- 
mainland rail link, as 
no deals have yet been 
made by the Beijing 
and Hong Kong gover-
nments on checkpoint 
arrangements.

The two govern-
ments are working on 
developing a law en-
forcement model for 
the cross-border rails’ 
joint checkpoint, no-
ting that a joint che-
ckpoint is essential to 
reduce the travel time.

Hong Kong’s trans-
port minister Anthony 
Cheung Bing-leung 
said in a radio pro-
gram that officers 
would be able to exer-
cise mainland laws wi-
thin designated areas 
at the station, which is 
located in Hong Kong.

Although the head 
did not specify the ex-
tent of their powers, 
critics warn that per-
mitting mainland offi-

The Health Bureau 
(SSM) revealed yes-

terday that there are 12 
new cases of human in-
fection in mainland China 
by the avian influenza  vi-
rus (H7N9), citing reports 
from the Chinese health 
authorities.

Three of the cases have 
occurred in the Sichuan 
Province, two in the He-
nan Province, and one 
case each was repor-
ted in the Anhui, Zhe-
jiang, Hunan, Beijing 
and Tianjin Provinces.  
The patients consist of nine 
men and three women, 

cers to exercise immi-
gration controls and 
security checks will 
breach Hong Kong’s 
Basic Law – which 
bans the implementa-
tion of mainland laws 
in Hong Kong. 

“The question we are 
handling is how the 
[mainland officers’] 
exercise of mainland 
laws in Hong Kong 
can comply with the 
spirit of ‘one country, 
two systems’ and the 
Basic Law,” Cheung 
said, as cited by the 
South China Morning 
Post.

However, the minis-
ter clarified that the 
Shenzhen Bay model 
(a Hong Kong immi-
gration control point 
on its border with 
mainland China, whi-
ch is housed in the 
same building with 
its mainland Chine-
se counterpart, the 
Shenzhen Bay Port) 
could not be directly 
transplanted, adding 
“it is different as it in-
volves the exercise of 

with ages ranging between 
39 and 81 years old, seven 
of which were diagnosed 
with severe pneumonia.  
At least nine of the patien-
ts had been in contact with 
live birds and poultry in 
local markets before the 
onset of the first symp-
toms.

Since September last 
year, infections by the 
same virus have been re-
gistered in several pro-
vinces, including Jiangsu, 
Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, 
Shanghai, Guangzhou 
(Guangdong), Hunan, 
Hubei, Jiangxi, Guizhou, 

Hong Kong laws on 
the mainland.”

The final arrange-
ment should be ready 
before the administra-
tion of its Chief Execu-
tive Leung Chun-ying 
ends on June 30.

According to him, 
the final arrangement 
needs to be asses-
sed by Hong Kong 
lawmakers; he expres-
sed the belief that the-
re would be sufficient 
time for this before 
the scheduled opening 
– which is in the third 
quarter of 2018. 

“At the end of the day 
it’s a matter of trust,” 
he said, citing the lack 
of public opposition to 
a local garrison of the 
People’s Liberation 
Army. 

He also added that 
certain issues are so-
metimes overly politi-
cized. 

Last month, Hong 
Kong authorities hea-
ded to Beijing to dis-
cuss the high-speed 
rail link with main-
land authorities.

Shandong, Liaoning, He-
nan, Sichuan, Guangxi, 
Chongqing, Beijing, Gan-
su, Tianjin and Tibet.

According to the heal-
th authorities, there were 
two confirmed cases in 
Macau – one contracted 
abroad – with the first 
case occurring in mid-De-
cember last year.

Sales of live poultry have 
been suspended in the re-
gion since February, when 
an outbreak of the virus 
was detected by the sani-
tary inspection authorities 
in live poultry in Nam Yue 
Wholesale Market.

The SSM also informed, 
in several statements, that 
they have established a se-
ries of contingency plans 
in response to avian in-
fluenza.

Such plans include main-
taining a large stock of re-
troviral drugs and perso-
nal protection equipment.

However, the health au-
thorities continue to con-
sider the potential risk of 
the situation, and advise 
the public to avoid marke-
ts, farms and other pla-
ces where there is sale or 
display of birds in places 
where cases of avian in-
fluenza have been repor-
ted. They also advise the 
public to avoid purchasing 
or transporting any uns-
creened birds or poultry, 
and to avoid consuming 
meat, offal and blood from 
poorly cooked poultry. RM

Residents seek help after 
buying Zhuhai property

HK-mainland cross-
border express train 
fuels jurisdiction debate

Chan Meng Kam 
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Avian Flu infects 12 
more in mainland China
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209k fake 
products 
seized from 
both SARS 
 
In 2016, the Guangdong 
Sub-Administration of 
China Customs seized 
209,000 products from 
Macau and Hong Kong 
that were involved in 
infringement of intellectual 
property rights.  According 
to the Guangdong customs 
authority, the goods are 
worth more than HKD13 
million. The majority 
of the products which 
violated trademarks mainly 
consist of clothes, shoes 
and leather products. Last 
year, Guangdong jointly 
organized four customs 
operations with Hong Kong, 
and three with Macau.  The 
Guangdong department 
also filed more than 25,000 
cases regarding fake 
products and infringement 
in the entire year of 2016. 

Macau ranks 
17th place 
in beach 
volleyball 
games
A local women’s volleyball 
team, comprised of Lei 
Sin Kuan and Tam Kin 
Teng, clinched their first 
win in the 2017 Asian 
Senior Beach Volleyball 
Championship. The 
duo of players defeated 
Singapore in two sets by 
21:12 and 21:19, finishing 
their journey in the 
competition. In total, the 
two female athletes played 
three games, having lost 
two and winning one. A 
total of 29 teams competed 
for honors during the 
event, which took place in 
Thailand. 

Guangdong’s 
troubled 
bike-sharing 
schemes
 
A report released by the 
Guangdong Consumer 
Council on the province’s 
bike-sharing schemes 
shared that 64 percent of 
bike users’ unruly behavior 
are associated with random 
parking. The report informs 
that, in Guangzhou, some 
bike-sharing operators, to 
gain an advantage over their 
competition, have broken 
other companies’ bicycles. 
Other cases are related to 
individual criminals who 
steal bicycle components, 
or attach fake QR codes 
and advertisements on the 
bicycles to trick users. 

The local population den-
sity rose to 21,400 persons 
per square km in 2016, 
and its waste water treat-

ment volume increased by almost 
19 percent, according to the latest 
annual environment report relea-
sed yesterday by the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC).

The land area of Macau measu-
red 30.5 square km in 2016, and 
the annual average temperature 
went down by 0.6 ºC year-on-year 
to 22.6 ºC. The lowest temperature 
of the year was 1.6 ºC in January, 
the coldest January recorded since 
1948, and rain with small ice pellets 
was observed for the first time. To-
tal precipitation was 2,335.6 mm, 
up by 994.6 mm year-on-year.

With regard to the air quality in 
2016, all five monitoring stations 
in Macau registered an increase 
in the number of “Moderate” air 
quality days. The high density re-
sidential area in Northern District 
had the highest number of “Poor” 
air quality days, at 19, followed by 

17 days recorded in both the high 
density residential area in Taipa 
and at the ambient monitoring sta-
tion in Coloane. 

The ambient monitoring station 
in Coloane recorded the highest 
number of exceedance days for fine 
suspended particulates (PM2.5) 

among all monitoring stations, at 
7 days. Meanwhile, improvement 
was shown in the number of excee-
dance days at the remaining four 
monitoring stations in the Macau 
Peninsula and Taipa. 

Moreover, 66 days with acid 
rain were recorded in 2016. 
Total water consumption was 
86,703,000m3 in 2016, up by 
2.1 percent year-on-year. Water 
consumption by the business sec-
tor (44,173,000 m3), households 
(36,976,000 m3) and the gover-
nment sector (5,553,000 m3) in-
creased by 2.4 percent, 1.8 percent 
and 1.5 percent respectively year
-on-year. The Waste Water Treat-
ment Plants treated an average of 
229,521 m3 of waste water per day, 
up by 18.9 percent year-on-year.

A total of 239,993 tons of do-
mestic waste and 137,949 tons of 
waste from the business sector was 
collected in 2016, up by 5 percent 
and 10.8 percent respectively. The 
Refuse Incineration Plant treated a 
total of 503,867 tons of municipal 
solid waste, up by 1.7 percent year
-on-year. Volume of construction 
waste sent to landfill totaled 3,269 
tons, down substantially by 32.4 
percent.

Lynzy Valles

To celebrate its 25th 
anniversary, Le French 

May Arts Festival is slated 
to bring its “richest in con-
tent” event to Hong Kong 
and Macau from May 1 to 
June 30.

Under the theme “Ce-
lebrating art and life the 
French Way!”, this year’s 
edition will showcase na-
tional masterpieces from 
le Louvre, featuring pieces 
from the royal collections 
of sculptures and antiques 
to works by renowned 
masters of French pain-
ting. 

Although the 25th anni-
versary will not feature as 
many programs compared 
to previous editions, CEO 
of Le French May Arts 
Festival Julien-Loïc Garin 
is confident that the silver 
jubilee celebration is grea-
ter in terms of the impor-
tance and uniqueness of 
the offerings. 

“There are big programs 
that are coming because of 
our anniversary,” he told 
the Times, speaking on the 
sidelines of the festival’s 
announcement and cham-

pagne testing.
“[As for] what is new, I 

would say that we develo-
ped more general public 
events focused on lifestyle, 
not just arts,” Garin conti-
nued.

Le French May has se-
lected different genres of 
shows for this event, in-
cluding classical music, 
ballet, jazz and hip-hop. 

The program includes 
the festival’s opening con-
cert – “The Birth of the Sun 
King,” a lost masterpiece 
written for the King Louis 
XIV re-imagined with new 
media. The concert is the 
debut performance of Or-
chestre Philharmonique 
de Radio France in Hong 

Kong, and will be held on 
May 6 at the Hong Kong 
Cultural Center.

Prior to the concert’s 
Asian premiere in Hong 
Kong, the ensemble is 
slated to hold an open 
rehearsal and chamber 
music concerts in Macau 
on May 4 and 5.

The festival collaborated 
with the University of Ma-
cau and Clube Militar de 
Macau to hold the afore-
mentioned events.

“In Macau there will be 
an opening rehearsal; al-
most the official one but 
not yet. […] So there’s 
much more in terms of 
the performances. It will 
be much more intimate in 

format at the Clube Mili-
tar,” Garin explained.

When questioned whe-
ther the festival has fur-
ther collaborated with 
local associations, Garin 
admitted that no “proper 
collaborations” were made 
due to time constraints. 

“Because of the time 
constraints, we don’t 
really have a proper col-
laboration but at least the 
visiting artists will be able 
to hold master classes and 
workshops to enhance the 
knowledge and the appre-
ciation of western arts in 
local students,” the CEO 
replied.

The festival will also 
be held at MGM Macau. 
The resort will present 
“Très’Ors,” an exhibition 
especially tailored for the 
festival. 

French Curator Anne 
Camilli, founder of Le 
Musée à la Carte, created 
the exhibition with the 
mission to help the public 
in Hong Kong and Macau 
discover how the richness 
of Gold has inspired Fren-
ch artists and craftsmen 
throughout the course of 
history. 

The exhibition, whi-
ch will feature over 150 
works, will also feature 
local elements such as dra-
gons and phoenixes. 

“We immediately knew 
that gold is as important 
in Chinese culture as it is 
in French culture […] so 
when the curator selected 
the pieces she made sure 
that it also had the signifi-
cance to the Chinese cultu-
re,” Garin noted.

 According to him, the 
aim of the exhibition is to 
show the meaning of gold 
in Chinese culture throu-
gh different aspects such 
as religion, symbols and 
power. 

A Paris Ballet Legend 
performance by three star 
dancers of Paris National 
Opera, three French Jazz 
nights in tribute to legen-
dary jazz voices, as well 
as a new genre of classy 
hip-hop by female dan-
cers will also be performed 
throughout the festival.

The silver jubilee cele-
bration will bring over 150 
events including 80 per-
formances, 70 screenings 
of films and TV series, 32 
exhibitions and over 40 
education and outreach 
events. 

Organizers noted that 
over 500 artworks would 
be brought to Hong Kong 
and Macau during the fes-
tival. 

ENvIroNMENT rEPorT

Population density 
up, air quality down 

French May marks 25th anniversary 
showcasing unique artworks

Julien-Loïc Garin

 66 days with 
acid rain were 
recorded 
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Renato Marques

Kou Meng Pok, president of 
Pearl Horizon Condominium 

Owners United Association and 
protest leader for the Pearl Hori-
zon buyers, announced yesterday 
that he would be candidate to a 
seat at the plenary, during a cla-
rification session on electoral pro-
cedures and the electoral law for 
the Legislative Assembly (AL).

Although the idea had been pre-
viously suggested, this is the first 
time that Kou has publicly annou-
nced his candidacy.

“I can say that I’ll be a candida-
te and that I also have my team,” 
said Kou during the Question and 
Answer (Q&A) session.

Kou took the opportunity to ques-
tion the Electoral Affairs Commis-
sion for the Legislative Assembly 
Election’s (CAEAL) members if it 
is “according to the law” to target 
his campaign towards the Pearl 
Horizon buyers .

“If so, I can guarantee a few thou-
sands votes for sure,” he added.

It is expected that the Pearl Ho-
rizon case will be the main – if not 
the only – topic of Kou’s political 
program, which is not yet unvei-
led.

In response, Commissioner 
Against Corruption’s André 
Cheong said, “to defend the inte-

rests of ‘this or that’ has ultimately 
to do with the political program of 
each candidate, but has to follow 
a lawful practice,” adding that  “to 
make campaign promises with 
things that breach the electoral law 
constitutes an electoral corruption 
crime and will be punished.”

Cheong also discussed the exact 
definition of “electoral corruption”, 
and concluded by saying, “we must 
be cautious not to cross this ‘thin 
line’ [that separates what is and 
what is not considerered electoral 
corruption].”

According to the 
figures provided 

by the Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP), 
Macau registered a 
total of 427,254 tou-
rist arrivals during 
the four-day Easter 
holidays on April 14 
to 17, marking an in-
crease of 5.6 percent 
compared with the 
last Easter holidays 
in 2016. 

Total visitor arrivals 
from the Greater Chi-
na markets increased 
by 5.1 percent to a re-
cord of 384,000. 

The percentage of 
growth was recorded 
as 6.5 percent and 4.1 
percent for the Main-
land and Hong Kong 
markets, whereas 
Taiwanese visitor ar-
rivals in Macau dro-
pped by 10.3 percent. 

For visitor arri-
vals from the other 
markets, a double-
digit growth of 10.9 
percent was recor-
ded.

PSP released data 
which shows that 
2.151 million cros-
sings were registered 
during the four-day 
holiday at Macau’s 
seven immigration 
checkpoints. 

As usual, the most 
used checkpoint was 
the Border Gate, with 
773,098 arrivals and 
785,548 departures. 
The Outer Harbor 
Ferry Terminal recor-
ded 134,013 arrivals 
and 120,425 departu-
res. 

Yesterday, Ma-
ria Helena de Senna 
Fernandes, director 
of  the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Offi-
ce, said that the main 
tourist source during 
the last Easter Holi-
day was Hong Kong, 
although a more de-
tailed analysis will 
only be completed la-
ter. She also expres-
sed high expectations 
for the Labor Day ho-
liday. 

Easter saw a 5.6pct 
increase in number 
of tourists

Kou Meng Pok

Kou Meng Pok announces 
legislative elections candidacy 

 
I can say that I’ll 
be a candidate 
and that I also 
have my team 
here.
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10 MGM IT engineers sent 
to Hollywood for training

Julie Zhu

In preparation for the ope-
ning of MGM Cotai, MGM 

recently sent a group of 10 local 
team members from its Digi-
tal and Technology department 
to Hollywood, California, for 
an intensive two-week training 
program. The team was selected 
based on their dedication, skills 
and leadership potential.

The program was an opportu-
nity for the MGM team to learn 
from  leading experts in the field 
of entertainment and to familia-
rize themselves with the state-of-
the-art entertainment technolo-
gy that they will operate at MGM 
Cotai.  

“Investing in the development 
of local talent will not only help 
realize their full potential, but 
also greatly contributes to provi-
ding creative and diversified en-
tertainment experiences for our 
guests, which ultimately helps to 
strengthen Macau’s position as a 
world leisure and tourism cen-
ter,” Grant Bowie, CEO and Exe-
cutive Director of MGM China 
said in yesterday’s press release.

Bowie added that MGM will 
have a team of 11,000 team 
members on board when the Co-
tai property opens later this year.

MGM Digital and Technology 
Solutions senior vice president 
Scott Wessel and Resort Tech-
nology manager Kay Kuok sha-
red their stories of this unique  
training program with the Times. 

Macau Daily times (MDt) 
- what were the skills and 
technologies the team learnt 
about in hollywood? 

Scott wessel (Sw) - One of 
the most important things about 
this training is we took a select 
group of individuals that were 
already on our teams here in Ma-
cau, local resources. One of the 
biggest things about this is how 
new this technology is. The tech-
nology that we are putting in Co-
tai is unparalleled in the market 
place. 

So, one of the most important 
things is to learn in an environ-
ment that allows you to expe-
rience certain things and expe-
rience the training from leading 
industry organizations. 

For example, the team was in-
troduced to technology and peo-
ple who are working on events 
such as the Super Bowl and the 
Academy Awards in America.

It’s very important for them 
to experience that and develop 
a solid foundation. The system 
is very complex, so they are 
not going to learn every single 
element of this technology in a 
two-week training [session]. But 
what it gives them is a solid in-
sight, and [also] the foundation 
to allow them to develop their 
skills as we move forward. 

MDt - which of these new 
technologies will be applied 
to MGM Cotai?

Sw - Number-wise, there are 
probably close to 25 different 
[types of resort entertainment] 
technologies that no one has 
ever run here. We are building 
an infrastructure that had to be 
fabricated in Hollywood, in Cali-
fornia, in the USA, because [the 
required] skill set [could not be 
found] anywhere in Asia. Ma-
cau actually built that [skill set]. 
And the tremendous amount 

of this infrastructure has brou-
ght us quality which does not 
really exist in Macau today. We 
are building something that is 
extremely robust for the Macau 
market.  

We have a couple of entertain-

ment spaces. We have a theater 
that is unparalleled – it actually 
has never been done in Asia, and 
it has not been done in the Uni-
ted States either.  

It’s a transformable theater, 
that can be configured for di-
fferent seating arrangements 
and is able to perform different 
functions. 

At the same time, it [provides 
an unprecedented] visual expe-
rience that no one has ever done 
using LED technology. 

We also have a space called 
“the Spectacle” which is going 
to be a truly amazing space, you 
will see [further details revealed] 
over time – but in the Spectacle, 
we have well-over 1,000 square 
meters, various sizes and shapes 
utilizing LED technology. 

In both the theater and in the 
Spectacle, the […] elements, 
sound, and lighting [are fully 
customizable], and all [of it] will 
be controlled together to create 
the experience. 

MDt - how much did 
MGM invest for the Cotai 
project in terms of techno-
logy?

Sw - While we are not ready 
to release that number, we spent 
three billion dollars on the pro-
perty overall – a good of [pro-
portion] of that is the technolo-
gy. This technology is not cheap. 

[This is partly because] as tech-
nology changes, we need to con-
tinue to enhance that offering.

MDt - how did the 
training program help with 
your work performance, 
Mr Kuok?

Kay Kuok - Before we [arri-
ved] there, we did not know what 
we would have to do. After our 
two-week program, despite not 
delving too deep into the details, 
we got to know how to plan the 
Spectacle. Personally, I feel [the 
training] was a good experience. 

There [were] many challenges 
for me. I focused too much on 
a specific field previously, and 
now I have [been exposed to] so 
many different new sciences and 
technologies, and I will need to 
grow accustomed to them gra-
dually. 

Kay Kuok (left) and Scott Wessel

The training in Hollywood focuses specifically on the diverse and fast-changing 
aspects in the field of resort entertainment technology
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CTM’s fiber network 
service blackout
Local telecom operator CTM experienced a 
partial blackout yesterday when its fiber network 
service failed to function for several hours during 
the evening. CTM issued a press release early 
today, mentioning that its Network Management 
Center detected that two major internet access 
servers were in failure, affecting access to internet 
from a significant number of residential users. 
“CTM immediately rerouted the relevant internet 
traffic and an improvement could be observed. 
However, a large group of users continued to 
experience difficulties in accessing the internet,” 
CTM mentioned. “Although the root cause is still 
under investigation, an unusual surge of traffic 
was registered immediately prior to the incident. 
The service continued to improve through the 
evening and eventually resumed at 23.49.”

Library Week opens 
on Saturday 
The “Macao Library Week 2017” will be 
inaugurated on April 22, at 10.30 a.m, at the 
Old Court Building.  A number of activities, 
including a charity sale of archived periodicals, 
book exchange, bookcrossing, hand puppet 
shows in English, book accessories workshops 
such as “Marbling Bookmarks DIY” and “Non-
woven Fabric Memo Holder DIY”, a German 
comic book exhibition and game booths will 
be held during the event. This year’s “Macao 
Library Week” is themed “Reading and Images”, 
aiming to broaden reader’s perspectives 
and explore the interrelationship between 
images and text, allowing images to provoke 
imagination in reading. The event will be held 
from April 22 to 25.

AlonG one of the re-
gion’s oldest streets 

is a store that retails hun-
dreds of craft beer brands 
and flavors from across the 
globe, aiming to offer lo-
cals and tourists another 
option when purchasing 
alcohol.

Beer Temple, located 
along the streets of Rua 
Nossa de Senhora Ampa-
rio, just kicked off its first 
event featuring perfor-
mances of local artists and 
a sharing session with an 
artist from Taiwan. 

The store also launched 
four kinds of “Hong Kong 
Whistle” craft beers at its 
premises last night, ac-
companied by live music 
and an arcade game.

“The concept that we 
want to bring to Macau is 
the different tastes of beer 
[as it] has a lot of varia-
tions and concepts,” said 
Tif Chan, marketing ma-
nager of Number 55 Co, a 
company that leases stores 
along the area.

“We really appreciate the 
traditional culture of this 
place so we want to embed 
modern ideas to this old 
place and see what we can 
bring to the people,” Chan 
added.

The street has undergone 
revitalization in 2015 in a 
bid to offer a creative hub 
for the locals and tourists. 

Before the street un-

derwent a revamp, the 
retail shops only focused 
on handcrafted items and 
creative-related items. 

Beer Temple also invited 
Beto Ritchie, a local musi-
cian and a member of local 
band “Turtle Giant.”

According to Ritchie, 
such activities are needed 
in the region to offer a va-
riety of entertainment to 

the residents.
“It’s not many times that 

we have the opportunity 
to do this and have peo-
ple come to a place like 
this that serves beer from 
all over the world,” he re-
marked. 

“I hope there’s many 
more and that it’s not just 
a one-time thing or that 
it becomes really popular 
and then dies down again,” 
the singer-musician ad-
ded.

Meanwhile, organizers 
are hoping to turn the sto-
re into a live music venue, 
to also provide a platform 
for local artists to perform.

Duarte Silvério, Planning 
& Development director 
of Fomento Predial Kou 
Fu, a property agent firm 
that operates some of the 
art shops in the revamped 
street, also stressed that 
the beer store was to bring 
something different to re-
sidents.

“We’re not trying to do 
anything too chic […] Our 
biggest aim is to try to or-
ganize more events like 
this one,” he shared.

“Let’s see how it goes. This 
area was an area that even 
though we think there’s a 
lot of potential, it’s been 
dead for a very long time,” 
Silvério concluded. LV

Beer store event features 
musicians, artists 
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Workers prepare for the Auto Shanghai 2017 show at the National Exhibition and Convention Center in Shanghai

Joe McDonald, Shanghai 

VolKSwaGen, Europe’s 
biggest automaker, plans 

to launch its first pure-electric 
car in China next year as Bei-
jing steps up pressure on the in-
dustry to promote alternatives 
to gasoline.

The announcement yesterday 
comes on the eve of the Shan-
ghai auto show, which show-
cases industry efforts to create 
electric models with consumer 
appeal. General Motors Co.’s 
Buick unit and Ford Motor Co. 
also have announced new elec-
tric vehicles for China this year.

The VW model will be the first 
in a range of electric vehicles 
in China, said Jochem Heiz-
mann, head of VW’s China unit. 
It is due to be produced under 
a new brand name with a local 

partner, state-owned Jianghuai 
Automotive Corp.

“This will be a new coopera-
tion on pure battery cars,” said 
Heizmann. “Our challenging 
target is to come, already next 
year in 2018, to the market with 
the first car.”

China has the world’s most ag-
gressive electric car goals. Com-
munist leaders are promoting 
them to clean up smog-choked 
cities and in hopes of taking the 
lead in an emerging technology.

Regulators have jolted the 
industry with a proposal to re-
quire electrics to account for at 
least 8 percent of each brand’s 
production by next year.

At the auto show, the global 
industry’s biggest marketing 
event of the year, almost every 
global and Chinese auto brand 
is showing at least one electric 

concept vehicle, if not a market- 
ready model.

Heizmann said VW, which vies 
with GM for the title of China’s 
top-selling automaker, expects 
annual sales of at least 400,000 
“new energy vehicles” — the go-
vernment’s term for electric or 
gasoline-electric hybrids — by 
2020 and 1.5 million by 2025.

The plan to create a new brand 
for the VW-Jianghuai partner-
ship follows an approach taken 
by Mercedes-Benz and Nissan 
Motor. Foreign brands are un-
der pressure from Chinese re-
gulators to help local partners 
create indigenous brands.

Despite government subsi-
dies and other encouragement, 
electric cars have yet to catch 
on with China’s driving public 
due to concern about their li-
mited range. Most Chinese 

automakers sell plug-in bat-
tery models but their range is 
usually no more than 120 to 150 
kilometers — too little to attract 
most buyers.

Sales of electric and gasoline
-electric hybrids fell 4.4 percent 
from a year earlier to 55,929 
vehicles while sales of SUVs 
rose 21 percent to 2.4 million.

Heizmann said the industry 
needs to find a way to create 
electric models that appeal to 
consumers. He said VW was 
trying to do that by developing 
vehicles for different market 
segments. “You have to achieve 
cars which are competitive,” he 
said.

To encourage foreign auto-
makers to help develop Chi-
na’s electric vehicle industry, 
regulators have allowed them 
to form additional joint ventu-

res with local partners on top 
of the two that are allowed for 
traditional gasoline-powered 
vehicles.

That allowed Volkswagen 
to create its partnership with 
Jianghuai alongside ventures 
with two other state-owned au-
tomakers.

Heizmann said foreign ma-
nufacturers also are no longer 
required to hand over electric 
technology to Chinese part-
ners. He said VW’s venture 
with Jianghuai involves jointly 
developing the product.

“We will be fast. We will use 
their technology. We will put 
in some of our own technology 
and experience,” he said.

Heizmann said Volkswagen’s 
luxury unit, Audi, is coming to 
market with a plug-in electric 
version of its A6 sedan that can 
go 50 kilometers on one charge.

In its next stage of develop-
ment, VW plans to produce a 
version of its Golf for China 
with a 300 kilometer range, 
Heizmann said. He said plans 
then call for vehicles designed 
from scratch for pure-electric 
propulsion with a range of 500 
kilometers or more.

Beijing also is steadily ti-
ghtening fuel efficiency and 
emissions standards, which 
Heizmann said are on track to 
become the world’s most strin-
gent. He said that will narrow 
the “cost gap” between electrics 
and gasoline by requiring more 
expensive technology for inter-
nal combustion while batteries 
should get cheaper.

At the same time, Heizmann 
said Volkswagen and its Audi 
and Skoda brands also are ag-
gressively promoting SUVs. He 
said the brands plan to roll out 
a total of 10 new locally pro-
duced SUVs over the next two 
years. AP

China will take fur-
ther steps to relax tra-

ding of used cars in an ef-
fort to encourage existing 
owners to sell their old 
vehicles and buy new ones 
in the world’s biggest auto 
market.

Sales of used cars are 
likely to maintain a fast 
pace of growth, the Minis-

try of Commerce said in a 
faxed statement last week. 
The ministry hasn’t yet 
deliberated on whether 
to resume incentives for 
residents in rural areas to 
buy new cars, it said, wi-
thout elaborating.

The government is 
counting on a more active 
used-car market to en-

courage existing owners 
to sell their vehicles and 
buy new ones especially 
in the bigger cities where 
ownership is restricted 
due to traffic congestion 
and air pollution. Sales of 
pre-owned cars have been 
picking up in China after 
the State Council ordered 
most local governments 

to remove restrictions on 
used-car registrations by 
May last year.

Growth in new-car sales 
in China may slow after 
the government scaled 
back incentives this year, 
but deliveries in lower-
tier cities and rural areas 
will expand more quickly 
than in first- and second-

tier cities, the ministry 
said.

China halved a 10 per-
cent sales tax on small-en-
gine vehicles in October 
2015, helping push delive-
ries to a 26th straight an-
nual record last year. The 
levy has been raised to 7.5 
percent this year. Auto sa-
les rose 6.3 percent in the 
first two months of 2017, 
according to China As-
sociation of Automobile 
Manufacturers.

Carmakers and dealers 
in the world’s largest 
auto market are at odds 
over the need for gover-

nment measures to boost 
vehicle deliveries in rural 
areas after sales climbed 
in January and February, 
against expectations they 
would weaken following 
the increase of the levy. 
The government regards 
the auto industry as a pi-
llar of the Chinese eco-
nomy and uses stimulus 
measures to spur its grow-
th, including incentives to 
encourage residents in ru-
ral areas to buy cars that 
were implemented from 
March 2009 to December 
2010 during the global re-
cession. Bloomberg

Volkswagen plans all-electric 
car for China next year 

China to relax trading of used 
cars to spur new vehicle demand

 The vW 
model will 
be the first 
in a range of 
electric vehicles 
in China
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sands china holds activity for mso

On Friday, 50 Sands 
China Care Ambas-
sadors invited 50 
members of the Ma-
cau Special Olympics 
(MSO) to a carnival 
held at Paradise Gar-
dens at Sands Cotai 
Central. The carnival 
was held in celebra-
tion of Sands Cotai 
Central’s 5th anniver-
sary, which was on 
April 11.

MSO children and 
parents were treated 
to activities such as 
balloon twisting, cari-
cature sketching, ma-
gic shows and face 
painting. 

The carnival, which 

ymca of macau attends ecm

The meeting addressed 
regional youth’s common is-
sues and strategic planning 
on Environment and Clima-
te Change, Global Alter-
native Tourism, Youth Em-
powerment, Gender Equity 
Issues and Supporting You-
th Development in Disad-
vantaged Regions.

In accordance with the 
advocacy for Youth De-
velopment Campaigns by 
APAY, the YMCAs are cal-
led to initiate an in-depth 
discussion, and to form 
specialized Operating Com-
mittees to achieve the futu-
re prospects and meet the 
contextual needs within the 
YMCAs in global and Asia-
Pacific regions. 

The Asia and Pacific 
Alliance of YMCAs (APAY) 
is a coalition of YMCA Mo-
vements in 24 countries 
throughout the Asia-Pacific 
regions.

APAY convenes the an-
nual Executive Committee 
Meeting (ECM) in March 
every year at its headquar-
ters in Hong Kong.

This year’s ECM was at-
tended by delegates from 
22 Movements in Austra-
lia, New Zealand, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macau 
amongst others, according 
to the association’s press 
release.

Five representatives from 
YMCA of Macau also at-
tended the meeting. 

took place from April 
14 to 16, featured 
MSO donation bo-
xes, to give the public 
a chance to donate 
to the organization. 
Participation in each 
carnival activity also 
required a minimum 
donation of MOP 10 in 
support of the Macau 
Special Olympics.

Sands China fur-
ther celebrated with 
the community by gi-
ving out a total of 120 
complimentary tickets 
to local medical orga-
nizations to see the 
Monkey King – China 
Show at the Sands 
Cotai Theatre. 
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The pace of 
economic 
reforms and 
market opening 
has been slow 
and faltering.

AMERICAN CHAMBER oF 
CoMMERCE

Joe McDonald, Shanghai

An American busi-
ness group says Chi-
na’s push to develop 
its own technology 

and other industries has “nar-
rowed the space” for foreign 
companies to compete in its 
market.

In a report released yesterday, 
the American Chamber of Com-
merce in China urged Beijing to 
move faster on market-opening 
pledges.

The report joins mounting 
complaints that Beijing is ham-
pering or reducing market ac-
cess despite its public defense 
of free trade in response to Pre-
sident Donald Trump’s call for 
import restrictions.

Trump hailed the rapport he 
developed with his Chinese 
counterpart, Xi Jinping, during 
a meeting last week in Florida 
that seemed to ease tensions 
over China’s multibillion-dollar 
trade surplus with the United 
States. But neither side has an-
nounced policy changes.

The U.S. group cited examples 
from agriculture to health care 
to movies where China limits 
and might be reducing access as 
it tries to nurture its own com-
petitors in biotech, electric cars 
and other fields. The chamber 
complained in March that the 
regulatory process for appro-
ving foreign farm-related bio-
tech products for use in China 
was slowing.

“The pace of economic refor-
ms and market opening has 
been slow and faltering, and 
industrial policies and related 
measures designed to support 
domestic industries and natio-
nal champions have narrowed 
the space for future participa-
tion in China’s economy by fo-

Visitors look at a robot capable of writing calligraphy during the World Robot Conference in Beijing

BuSINESS grouP

China backtracking on market opening

reign companies,” the report 
said.

“With the backdrop of a 
slowing economy and increa-
sing geopolitical uncertainty, 
we hope that China will pursue 
bold reforms to create a more 
open, market-driven invest-
ment environment.”

In response, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Lu Kang 
said that U.S. investment in 
China has been increasing sig-
nificantly, including last year. 
China is committed to further 
opening up trade, Lu said, and 
expects other countries to res-
pond in kind.

“We welcome investment to 
China,” he said. “We will con-
tinue to provide more invest-
ment opportunities for foreign 
companies and create a more 
favorable environment. [...] We 
also hope other countries can 
be open to Chinese investmen-
ts.”

Xi and other Chinese leaders 
have promised market forces 
and private businesses will play 

a bigger role in China’s state-
dominated economy. But their 
ambitious plans to develop Chi-
nese technology and manufac-
turing have prompted warnings 
that foreign companies might 
be squeezed out of promising 
fields.

Chinese leaders also say they 
will increase the ruling Com-
munist Party’s control over 
state-owned companies that 
dominate banking, telecoms, 
oil and gas and other major in-
dustries.

Xi defended free trade in a Ja-
nuary speech at the World Eco-
nomic Forum in Switzerland 
that was seen as a rebuke to 
Trump. Still, trading partners 
note China is the most-closed 
major economy, while the Uni-
ted States is among the most 
open to trade and investment.

Progress on carrying out Chi-
nese market-opening pledges is 
“slow and uneven” and “China 
even appears to be moving in 
the opposite direction in some 
regards,” the American cham-
ber said.

It noted progress in some 
areas such as expanding foreign 
access to China’s bond market 
but said it saw little action in 
most industries.

Despite official pledges, more 
than 60 percent of companies 
that responded to a survey have 
“little or no confidence that the 
government is committed to 
opening China’s markets fur-
ther in the next three years,” 
the chamber said.

“There is an increasing per-

ception of animosity toward fo-
reign business,” it said.

The chamber noted the Uni-
ted States and other countries 
impose few limits on Chinese 
companies that are on a global 
buying spree to acquire techno-
logy and companies.

The report appealed to Chine-
se regulators for changes inclu-
ding the release of more infor-
mation about court rulings, re-
jections of license applications, 
anti-monopoly investigations 
and customs and tax rules. It 
also called for an end to “win-
dow guidance,” in which regu-
lators issue orders to banks and 
other companies in private con-
tacts without announcing them.

Foreign companies are espe-
cially concerned about gover-
nment initiatives to develop 
competitors in electric cars, ro-
botics, biotech and other fields.

Only 10 percent of companies 
in technology-intensive indus-
tries that responded to a survey 
have an “optimistic viewpoint 
on the regulatory environment,” 
the American chamber said.

Authorities also are making 
little progress on promises to 
scale down steel and other in-
dustries where supply exceeds 
demand, leading to a flood of 
low-cost Chinese exports that 
are hurting foreign competi-
tors, the group said.

It noted the amount of steel 
production capacity in use rose 
last year, while much of the 
45 million tons of capacity the 
government said was closed 
represented mills that already 
were idle.

“Unemployment concerns, 
vested interests and an unclear 
message from the central lea-
dership have caused these ef-
forts at cutting overcapacity to 
flounder,” the report said. AP
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Erika Kinetz & Anne D’innocenzio, 
Shanghai

On April 6, Ivanka Trump’s 
company won provisional 

approval from the Chinese go-
vernment for three new trade-
marks, giving it monopoly rights 
to sell Ivanka brand jewelry, bags 
and spa services in the world’s 
second-largest economy. That 
night, the first daughter and her 
husband, Jared Kushner, sat 
next to the president of China 
and his wife for a steak and Do-
ver sole dinner at Mar-a-Lago.

The scenario underscores how 
difficult it is for Trump, who has 
tried to distance herself from the 
brand that bears her name, to 
separate business from politics 
in her new position at the White 
House.

As the first daughter crafts a 
political career from her West 
Wing office, her brand is flou-
rishing, despite boycotts and 
several stores limiting her mer-
chandise. U.S. imports, almost 
all of them from China, shot up 
an estimated 166 percent last 
year, while sales hit record le-
vels in 2017. The brand, which 
Trump still owns, says distribu-
tion is growing. It has launched 
new activewear and affordable 
jewelry lines and is working to 
expand its global intellectual 
property footprint. In addition 
to winning the approvals from 
China, Ivanka Trump Marks 
LLC applied for at least nine new 
trademarks in the Philippines, 
Puerto Rico, Canada and the 
U.S. after the election.

The commercial currents of 
the Trump White House are 
unprecedented in modern Ame-
rican politics, ethics lawyers say. 
They have created an unfamiliar 
landscape riven with ethical pit-
falls, and forced consumers and 
retailers to wrestle with the un-
likely passions now inspired by 
Ivanka Trump’s mid-market col-
lection of ruffled blouses, shifts 
and wedges.

Using the prestige of govern-
ment service to build a brand is 
not illegal. But criminal conflict 
of interest law prohibits fede-
ral officials, like Trump and her 
husband, from participating in 
government matters that cou-
ld impact their own financial 
interest or that of their spouse. 
Some argue that the more her 
business broadens its scope, the 
more it threatens to encroach on 
the ability of two trusted advisers 
to deliver credible counsel to the 
president on core issues like tra-
de, intellectual property, and the 
value of the Chinese currency.

“Put the business on hold and 
stop trying to get trademarks 
while you’re in government,” ad-
vised Richard Painter, who ser-
ved as chief White House ethics 
lawyer under George W. Bush.

To address ethical concerns, 
Trump has shifted the brand’s 
assets to a family-run trust 
valued at more than USD50 
million and pledged to recuse 
herself from issues that present 
conflicts.

“Ivanka will not weigh in on 

Ivanka Trump, second from right, is seated with her husband Jared Kushner, right, 
during a dinner with presidents Donald Trump and Xi Jinping

 Ivanka 
Trump’s 
company won 
valuable China 
trademarks the 
day she dined 
with Chinese 
President Xi 
Jinping 

TruMP’S TrADEMArKS

Ivanka’s biz prospers as 
politics mixes with business
business strategy, marketing is-
sues, or the commercial terms 
of agreements,” her attorney, Ja-
mie Gorelick, said in a statement. 
“She has retained authority to 
direct the trustees to terminate 
agreements that she determines 
create a conflict of interest or the 
appearance of one.”

In a recent interview with CBS 
News, Trump argued that her 
business would be doing even 
better if she hadn’t moved to 
Washington and placed restric-
tions on her team to ensure that 
“any growth is done with extre-
me caution.”

China, however, remains a na-
gging concern. “Ivanka has so 
many China ties and conflicts, 
yet she and Jared appear dee-
ply involved in China contacts 
and policy. I would never have 
allowed it,” said Norman Eisen, 
who served as chief White Hou-
se ethics lawyer under Barack 
Obama. “For their own sake, and 
the country’s, Ivanka and Jared 
should consider stepping away 
from China matters.”

Instead, the first daughter and 
her husband have emerged as 
prominent interlocutors with 
China, where they have both had 
significant business ties. Last 
year, Kushner pursued hundreds 
of millions of dollars in real es-
tate investments from Anbang 
Insurance Group, a financial 
conglomerate with close ties to 
the Chinese state. After media 
reports about the deal, talks were 
called off.

Publicly, Ivanka has taken a 
gracious, charming approach 
toward Beijing. During the Mar
-a-Lago meetings, her daughter, 
5-year-old Arabella stood in a 
gilded room and sang a traditio-
nal Chinese song, in Mandarin, 
for China’s president, Xi Jinping. 
The video, which was lavishly 
praised by Chinese state media, 
played over 2.2 million times on 
China’s popular news portal qq.
com.

The week of the summit, 3.4 
tons of Ivanka Trump handbags, 
wallets and blouses arrived in the 

U.S. from Hong Kong and Shan-
ghai. U.S. imports of her mer-
chandise grew an estimated 40 
percent in the first quarter of this 
year, according to Panjiva Inc., 
which maintains and analyzes 
global shipping records.

Painter, the former Bush admi-
nistration lawyer, recommended 
full recusal from issues related to 
trade with China. That is likely 
to be difficult because trade is 
so deeply embedded in the US-
China relationship and has been 
linked with other matters, like 
North Korea.

“The danger is that with any 
discussion with the Chinese, 
one party or the other may try to 
bring up trade,” he said. “That’s 
a slippery slope that may requi-
re her or Jared to step out of the 
room.”

Gorelick, Ivanka Trump’s at-
torney, said that Ivanka and her 
husband would steer clear of 
specific areas that could impact 
her business, or be seen as con-
flicts of interest, but are under no 
legal obligation to step back from 
huge swaths of policy, like trade 
with China.

Under the rules, Trump would 
recuse herself from conversations 
about duties on clothing imported 
from China, Gorelick said, but not 
broad foreign policy.

“In between, you have to assess 
it case-by-case,” she said.

Trademarks can be signs of cor-
porate ambition, though many 
countries — such as China, whe-
re trademark squatting is ram-
pant — also allow for defensive 
filings to prevent copycats from 
using a brand.

Trademarks pose ethical, and 
possibly legal, implications for 
government employees because 
they are granted by foreign states 

and confer the monopoly right to 
sell branded product in a parti-
cular country — an entitlement 
that can be enormously valuab-
le. Intellectual property lawyers 
say trademarks are also a crucial 
prerequisite for cutting licensing 
deals, which form the basis of 
both Ivanka and Donald Trump’s 
global business strategy.

Today, Ivanka Trump Marks 
LLC has 16 registered trade-
marks in China and 32 pending 
applications, along with a total of 
four marks granted preliminary 
approval since the inauguration, 
according to China’s Trademark 
Office. Altogether, they cover a 
wide range of goods and services, 
including cosmetics, jewelry, lea-
ther handbags, luggage, clothes, 
shoes, retail, spa and beauty 
services. There is no sign the re-
cent approvals were particularly 
swift. China’s Trademark Office 
did not respond to a request for 
comment.

Globally, the company has 
more than 180 pending and re-
gistered trademarks in countries 
including Canada, India, Japan, 
Israel, Mexico, Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, as well as the U.S. and 
Europe, public records show. In 
December, the company applied 
for five trademarks, covering 
handbags and wallets in Puerto 
Rico, and lingerie and other clo-
thes in the U.S. After the inau-
guration, the company filed four 
more applications, for branded 
clothing and shoes in the Phili-
ppines, and perfume and other 
items in Canada.

Trump did not sign off on the 
new trademark applications, her 
brand said in a statement, ad-
ding that they are “not necessa-
rily an indication that the brand 
is planning to launch a category 

or a store in a specific territory.”
Whatever the future plans, ri-

ght now sales are growing — hel-
ped, some argue, by the glow of 
Ivanka Trump’s political rise.

The G-III Apparel Group Ltd., 
which makes Ivanka Trump clo-
thes, said net sales for the collec-
tion increased by $17.9 million 
during the year that ended Jan. 
31.

The brand itself claims reve-
nues rose 21 percent last year, 
with early February seeing some 
of the “best performance ever,” 
according to a statement by 
Abigail Klem, president of the 
Ivanka Trump brand. Because it 
is privately held, the brand does 
not have to declare its earnings 
or where revenues come from. 
The actual corporate structure of 
Trump’s retail business remains 
opaque. Kushner’s financial 
disclosure form lists two dozen 
corporate entities that appear di-
rectly related to his wife’s brand. 
Trump herself has yet to file a 
disclosure.

Data from Lyst, a massive 
fashion e-commerce platform, 
indicates some of this growth 
coincided with specific political 
events.

The number of Ivanka Trump 
items sold through Lyst was 46 
percent higher the month her fa-
ther was elected president than 
in November 2015. Sales spiked 
771 percent in February over the 
same month last year, after Whi-
te House counselor Kellyanne 
Conway exhorted Fox viewers to 
“Go buy Ivanka’s stuff.” Conway 
was later reprimanded. The bou-
nce appears somewhat sustai-
ned. March sales on Lyst were 
up 262 percent over the same 
period last year.

“You can’t separate Ivanka from 
her role in life and from her busi-
ness,” said Allen Adamson, fou-
nder of BrandSimpleConsulting. 
“Her celebrity status is now not 
only being fueled by her wealth 
and her family connection, but 
by her huge role in the White 
House. All that buzz is hardwired 
to her products.” That, he added, 
is a competitive advantage other 
brands just can’t match — thou-
gh it does come with risk.

Things could easily cut the 
other way for the first daughter. 
Ashley King, 28 of Calabasas, Ca-
lifornia, bought Ivanka Trump 
black flats and a cardigan several 
years ago. But King, who voted 
for Hillary Clinton, said she be-
lieves Trump’s role in the White 
House represents a conflict of 
interest.

“This is bothering me more 
and more,” she said. As for the 
Ivanka Trump items in her clo-
set, she said, “I will be donating 
them.” AP
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Taiwan gives Chinese asylum 
seeker temporary housing
Taiwan’s immigration department said yesterday that it has 
provided temporary accommodation to a Chinese dissident 
who left his tour group intending to apply for political asylum 
in democratic Taiwan. Zhang Xiangzhong abandoned his 
fellow travelers on April 13, one day after arriving in Taipei on 
a package tour. He said he hoped to stay on the self-governing 
island to promote democracy on the Chinese mainland, which 
is ruled by the authoritarian Communist Party. The department 
said in a statement that it found Zhang on Monday night and 
provided him with temporary accommodation because he 
did not have any. It said it was investigating the reasons for 
him leaving his tour group. Taiwan stopped offering political 
asylum to Chinese citizens to discourage illegal immigration 
and a string of plane hijackings in the 1990s by mainland 
citizens wanting to flee to Taiwan.

Few major Western leaders 
to attend Chinese summit 
Leaders of 28 countries are set to attend a Chinese summit next 
month showcasing President Xi Jinping’s signature foreign 
policy plan, but few will hail from major Western countries. 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi said yesterday that 
Vladimir Putin of Russia, Recep Tayyip Erdogan of Turkey and 
Spain’s Mariano Rajoy are among those slated to appear next 
month in Beijing for a summit to discuss Xi’s “One Belt, One 
Road” infrastructure investment program to stitch together 
the Eurasian continent. Wang said leaders from France 
and Germany will not attend due to their domestic election 
schedules, not because they snubbed China. China has sought 
to frame Xi’s vision for the China-led development program 
as an inclusive project rather than a statement of geopolitical 
ambitions that should concern the West.

Home prices rise in more 
cities as buyers beat curbs 
China home prices rose in the most cities since October, 
suggesting buyers are trying to get in ahead of any further 
restrictions on property purchases. New-home prices, 
excluding government-subsidized housing, gained last month 
in 62 of the 70 cities tracked by the government, compared 
with 56 in February, the National Bureau of Statistics said 
yesterday. Prices fell in eight cities, the data show. Chinese 
authorities have pledged to enforce strict curbs in most first- 
and second-tier cities to prevent a housing bubble, while 
seeking to clear a glut of unsold homes in smaller urban 
centers. In a month when at least 64 cities announced new or 
tougher property-buying restrictions, some of the demand may 
have come from buyers flocking to the market in fear they’d be 
ruled ineligible for future purchases. “Buying restrictions may 
lead to some panic buying,” said Yan Yuejin, a Shanghai-based 
analyst at property data and consulting firm China Real Estate 
Information Corp. 
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Gerry Shih, Beijing

ChineSe Fo-
reign Minister 
Wang Yi made 
a new appeal 

for calm on the Korean 
Peninsula yesterday and 
said he believes the Uni-
ted States would prefer a 
diplomatic resolution to 
the standoff.

Wang told reporters 
that although U.S. of-
ficials have made clear 
that a military strike re-
mains on the table, he 
believes that Washin-
gton would still prefer 
to de-escalate tensions 
through multi-sided 
talks.

Wang’s comments 
came amid a mounting 
war of words between 
Washington and Pyon-
gyang. After U.S. Vice 
President Mike Pence 
visited the demilitarized 
zone in South Korea and 
warned that “all options 
are on the table,” a se-
nior North Korean offi-
cial responded by accu-
sing the United States of 
bringing the countries to 
the brink of thermonu-
clear war.

“We know the situation 
is tense,” Wang said. 
“The more tense things 
are, the more calm we 
need to be to find the 
opportunities and possi-
bilities for dialogue.”

China has called for a 
return to multi-sided 
talks that ended in a sta-
lemate in 2009, during 
the rule of North Korea’s 
previous leader, Kim 
Jong Il.

Since entering offi-
ce, President Donald 
Trump, like his prede-
cessor, Barack Obama, 
has pressed China to use 
its political and econo-

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi

Appealing for calm, China 
says US wants talks on 
North Korea

mic leverage over Nor-
th Korea, its once-close 
ally.

China has recently 
shown “tangible indica-
tions” that it is coopera-
ting with the U.S. to turn 
up the pressure on Pyon-
gyang, a senior State 
Department official said 
this week.

Australia’s prime mi-
nister also urged China 
to do more, saying Bei-
jing has the “greatest 
obligation and responsi-
bility” to de-escalate the 
threat from North Korea.

“The Chinese often ex-
press frustration with 
North Korea, and di-
sappointment. But the 
fact is that they have the 
overwhelming leverage 
over the North Korea 
regime,” Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull told 
reporters yesterday in 

Canberra. “So the eyes 
of the world are now on 
Beijing. Beijing has to 
step up and bring this 
reckless threat to the 
peace and stability of our 
region to an end.”

The recent surge in ten-
sions on the Korean Pe-
ninsula finds Beijing on 
the outs with both North 
and South Korea, while 
many critics have yet to 
be convinced by its in-
sistence that its influen-
ce with Pyongyang has 
been exaggerated.

North Korea has re-
peatedly ignored Chi-
na’s calls for denuclea-
rization and other steps 
to calm tensions on the 
peninsula, and relations 
between the two are 
believed to have sunk 
to their lowest level in 
years. China remains 
North Korea’s chief 
source of fuel and food 
imports, but Pyongyang 
seems to have calcula-
ted that Beijing’s fears 
of a collapse of Kim Jong 
Un’s hard-line commu-
nist regime override any 
such snubs.

In a sign of Beijing’s 
hardening attitude, the 
Global Times, a state-run 
tabloid, said in an edito-
rial on Monday that Chi-
na could enforce “stric-
ter measures” against 
North Korea, including 

a ban on oil exports, or 
join a U.S.-led effort to 
block the North’s access 
to international financial 
markets.

Wang, the foreign mi-
nister, declined yester-
day to comment on the 
piece, saying Global Ti-
mes editorials do not 
reflect official foreign 
policy.

Meanwhile, China’s on-
ce-thriving relationship 
with South Korea has hit 
the rocks over Beijing’s 
strenuous objections to 
Seoul’s deploying of an 
advanced U.S. anti-mis-
sile system. Beijing says 
the system threatens its 
own security by allowing 
the U.S. to monitor fli-
ghts and other activity 
in northeastern China. 
Beijing has retaliated 
against South Korean 
businesses, while its mi-
litary has threatened to 
take unspecified action 
in response.

China’s top negotia-
tor for North Korea’s 
nuclear program, Wu 
Dawei, held talks on the 
missile shield and North 
Korea’s recent actions 
during a visit to Seoul 
last week. However, 
North Korea didn’t res-
pond to Wu’s request to 
visit Pyongyang, accor-
ding to South Korea’s 
Yonhap news agency. AP

beijing defends trade after its 
trucks haul missiles 

China iS defending its 
trade practices with North 
Korea after Chinese-made 
vehicles were seen carrying 
ballistic missiles during a 
military parade despite in-
ternational sanctions against 
selling military hardware to 
Pyongyang. Photos provided 
by the North Korean govern-

ment showed the submarine-
launched missiles loaded 
aboard trucks bearing the 
logo of Sinotruk, a Chinese 
company. A representative of 
a Sinotruk dealer says about 
1,000 of its trucks are export-
ed to North Korea annually 
under contracts that specify 
they’re for civilian use.
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BritiSh police yes-
terday arrested In-

dian business tycoon Vi-
jay Mallya in London on 
behalf of authorities in 
India, where he is wan-
ted on charges of money 
laundering and bank 
demands that he pay 
back more than a billion 
dollars in loans exten-
ded to his now-defunct 
airline.

Mallya was arrested af-
ter showing up in a po-
lice station, said a state-
ment from the Metropo-
litan Police in London. 
At a preliminary hea-
ring, Mallya was gran-
ted conditional bail and 

AuStralia will 
scrap a temporary 

visa for skilled overseas 
workers, the prime minis-
ter said yesterday, arguing 
that Australians must be 
given priority over foreig-
ners for local jobs.

The popular 457 visa, 
which allows foreig-
ners to live and work in 
Australia for up to four 
years, will be replaced 
with a stricter scheme 
that requires a criminal 
background check and 
includes tougher English 
language requirements, 

INDIA

Tycoon Vijay Mallya 
arrested in UK on 
fraud charges

released with the case 
adjourned until May 17.

In New Delhi, the 
government hailed 
Mallya’s arrest, saying it 
would not spare anyone 
who indulged in fraud.

“Mallya will be brou-
ght back to India. The 
government is working 
toward it. No one will 
be spared,” said Santosh 
Gangwar, the junior mi-
nister for finance.

India’s Enforcement 
Directorate, now inves-
tigating the liquor ba-
ron’s debts totaling 94 
billion rupees (USD1.45 
billion), asked a New De-
lhi court last year to de-
mand Mallya’s presence 
during proceedings.

At the time, it said 
Mallya was not coopera-
ting with investigators, 
and three times ignored 
their summons to give 
evidence.

Mallya was famous for 
his flashy lifestyle and 
lavish parties attended 
by fashion models and 
Bollywood stars. 

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull

AuSTrAlIA

PM scraps visa for 
skilled foreign workers

Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull said. The list of 
occupations that qualify 
for the new visa will be 
sharply reduced.

“We are an immigra-
tion nation, but the fact 
remains: Australian 
workers must have prio-
rity for Australian jobs,” 
Turnbull said in a Face-
book video announcing 
the change.

The decision by Austra-
lia comes one day before 
President Donald Trump 
is expected to sign an 
executive order that will 

make changes to a visa 
program that brings hi-
gh-skilled workers to the 
U.S. The White House 
said the current visa pro-
gram undercuts Ameri-
can workers by bringing 
in cheaper labor.

Australia’s 457 visa was 
created to address shor-
tages of local workers in 
certain skilled profes-
sions. But critics argued 
that businesses abused 
it by paying foreigners 
lower wages than most 
Australians would ac-
cept.

Turnbull said the new 
visa scheme would en-
sure that businesses only 
bring in foreign workers 
who are crucial to filling 
shortages of critical 
skills.

“It is focused relentles-
sly on the national inte-
rest and in ensuring that 
temporary migration 
visas are not a passport 
for foreigners to take 
up jobs that could and 
should be filled by Aus-
tralians,” Turnbull told 
reporters in the nation’s 
capital, Canberra.

The 95,000 people al-
ready in Australia on 457 
visas will not be affected 
by the change.

Members of Australia’s 
far-right political parties, 
particularly the anti-im-
migration One Nation 
party, were fierce critics 
of the 457 visa, arguing 
that it was allowing fo-
reign workers to steal 
jobs from Australians.

One Nation leader Pau-
line Hanson took to Twi-
tter on Tuesday to claim 
credit for Turnbull’s de-
cision.

“The government will 
deny their tough talk on 
immigration and plan to 
ban 457 visas is because 
of One Nation but we all 
know the truth!” Hanson 
tweeted. AP

Teresa Cerojano, Manila

At least 26 people died yes-
terday when the bus they 

were traveling in apparently 
lost its brakes and plunged 
into a deep ravine in a nor-
thern Philippine mountain 
town, in one of the country’s 
deadliest road accidents in 
years, officials said.

The rest of the more than 50 
passengers were retrieved by 
rescuers who struggled with 
ropes to descend down the 
24-meter-deep ravine to reach 
the wreckage in Nueva Ecija 
province’s Carranglan town, 
said disaster-response officer 
Mark Raymond Cano.

Many of the passengers had 
serious injuries and were 
taken to hospitals, with paren-
ts being separated from their 
children in the confusion, offi-
cials said.

“One child here sat beside 
her mother. The mother was 
dead,” said Dr. Napoleon Oba-
na of the Veterans Regional 
Hospital, where some of the 
injured were taken.

TV footage showed a line of 
rescuers and villagers, some 

PHIlIPPINES

At least 26 dead as bus plunges into ravine
holding on to a rope to climb 
up on a grassy slope with a vic-
tim on a stretcher. A throng of 
villagers waited in a clearing 
above them to help pull the 
victim to safety.

Cano said a preliminary in-
vestigation showed that the 
bus “lost its brakes and plun-
ged down the ravine.”

The spot along the downhill 
road beside the ravine is acci-
dent-prone. Yesterday’s acci-
dent was the sixth in the area 
in recent years, a local village 
official told DZMM radio.

The impact from the plunge 
ripped the bus, which could 
no longer be distinguished at 
the bottom of the ravine, said 
Nueva Ecija’s police chief, An-
tonio Yarra. He said investiga-
tors could not yet talk to the 
still-stunned injured survivors 
to get more details on the ac-
cident.

Carranglan police chief Ro-
bert de Guzman said the bus 
from northern Isabela provin-
ce was on its way to Ilocos Sur, 
a tobacco- and rice-growing 
region also in the mountainous 
northern Philippines, when it 
crashed shortly before noon in 

Nueva Ecija, about 200 kilo-
meters north of Manila.

Poorly maintained passenger 
buses, inadequate road safe-
ty features and weak enforce-
ment of local transport laws 

have been blamed for many 
vehicular accidents in the Phi-
lippines.

In February, a sightseeing 
bus carrying college studen-
ts on a camping trip lost its 

brakes as it sped down a steep 
downhill road before smashing 
into a concrete electrical post 
in Tanay town in Rizal pro-
vince east of Manila, killing 15 
people. AP

Volunteers try to rescue an injured passenger after a bus apparently lost its brakes and plunged into a deep ravine killing 
dozens in Carranglan
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The U.S. will not re-
lent until it achieves 
its objective of en-
suring the Korean 

Peninsula is free of nuclear 
weapons, Vice President Mike 
Pence said yesterday while vi-
siting Japan.

After meetings with Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and other 
leaders, Pence told reporters 
that President Donald Trump 
was confident that economic 
and diplomatic pressure has 
a chance of compelling North 
Korea to cooperate.

“It is our belief by bringing 
together the family of nations 
with diplomatic and economic 
pressure we have a chance of 
achieving a freeze on the Ko-
rean Peninsula,” Pence said.

“We will not rest and will not 
relent until we obtain the ob-
jective of a denuclearized Ko-
rean Peninsula,” he said.

The Trump administration 
has signaled a more forceful 
U.S. stance toward North Ko-
rea’s recent missile tests and 
threats, including a warning 
from Trump that North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un has 
“gotta behave.”

So Pence struck a stern tone 
after arriving at a U.S. naval 
base from South Korea.

“We appreciate the challen-
ging times in which the people 
of Japan live with increasing 
provocations from across the 
Sea of Japan,” he said. “We 
are with you 100 percent.”

On Monday, Pence trave-
led to the tense Demilitarized 
Zone dividing North and Sou-
th Korea, where he warned 
North Korea’s leaders that 
after years of testing the U.S. 
and South Korea with its nu-
clear ambitions, “the era of 
strategic patience is over.”

A senior North Korean offi-
cial then accused the United 
States of bringing the coun-
tries to the brink of thermo-
nuclear war.

Pence, on a 10-day Asia trip 
that will also take him to In-
donesia and Australia, said 
Trump hopes China will use 
its leverage to get its longtime 
ally North Korea to give up its 
nuclear weapons program and 
ballistic missiles.

In Beijing, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi made a 
fresh appeal for calm.

Wang told reporters that 
although U.S. officials have 
made clear that a military 
strike remains a possibility, 
he believes that Washington 
would still prefer to de-esca-
late tensions through multi-
sided talks.

North Korea’s deputy U.N. ambassador ac-
cused the United States yesterday [Macau 

time] of turning the Korean Peninsula into “the 
world’s biggest hotspot” and creating “a dangerous 
situation in which a thermonuclear war may break 
out at any moment.”

Kim In Ryong told a news conference that “if the 
U.S. dares opt for a military action,” North Korea 
“is ready to react to any mode of war desired by the 
U.S.”

He said the Trump administration’s deployment 
of the Carl Vinson nuclear carrier task group to 
waters off the Korean Peninsula again “proves the 
U.S. reckless moves for invading the DPRK have 
reached a serious phase of its scenario.”

Kim stressed that U.S.-South Korean military 
exercises being staged now are the largest-ever “ag-
gressive war drill” aimed at his country, formally 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea.

“The prevailing grave situation proves once again 
that the DPRK was entirely just when it increased 
in every way its military capabilities for self-defen-
se and pre-emptive attack with a nuclear force as a 
pivot,” he said.

Tensions have escalated over North Korean mo-
ves to accelerate its weapons development. The 
North conducted two nuclear tests and 24 ballistic 
missile tests last year, defying six Security Council 
sanctions resolutions banning any testing, and it 
has launched more missiles this year including a 
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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, right, and US Vice President Mike Pence shake hands prior to a luncheon hosted by Abe at the prime 
minister’s official residence in Tokyo

JAPAN

Pence: US won’t rest until North Korea 
gives up nuclear weapons

Abe said Japan likewise ho-
pes for peaceful dialogue with 
Pyongyang, “but at the same 
time, dialogue for the sake of 
dialogue is valueless.” Pressu-
re on North Korea is crucial, 
the prime minister said.

After meeting with Abe, Pen-
ce held talks with Japanese 
Deputy Prime Minister Taro 
Aso on a new U.S.-Japan “eco-
nomic dialogue” to be led by 
the two.

The new forum for trade 
talks was launched by Trump 
and Abe during the Japanese 
leader’s visit to the U.S. in Fe-
bruary. In part, it is meant to 
take the place of the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, the regional 
trade pact that Trump with-
drew from shortly after taking 
office.

Pence and Aso said they be-
lieved the dialogue could yield 
opportunities to create new 
jobs on both sides and to forti-
fy the economic aspects of the 
alliance.

“We would like to seek the 
best shape and forum for our 
bilateral relationship,” Pence 
said. “The TPP is a thing of the 
past for the United States of 
America.”

He said Trump is certain that 
negotiating trade deals with 
individual countries was the 
best way to ensure they yield 
“win-win” situations for both 
sides.

The talks did not delve into 
sector-by-sector issues such 
as auto exports. With no U.S. 
trade representative yet in of-
fice and other key positions 
still unfilled, such nitty-gritty 
discussions will have to come 
later.

The loss of U.S. participa-
tion in the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership was a blow to Japan 
following strenuous negotia-
tions, especially over opening 
its long-protected farm sector 
to more imports, especially of 
dairy and meat products.

For now, both sides seem ea-
ger to downplay potential for 
conflict, with Aso repeatedly 
saying that trade friction has 
been vanquished in a “new era 
of cooperation.”

As Indiana governor, Pence 
saw firsthand the impact of 
Japanese automakers Toyo-
ta, Honda and Subaru, whose 
factories employ thousands of 
people in his home state.

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross, who met with 
Japan’s trade minister, Hi-
roshige Seko, earlier yester-
day, said he hopes to soon be-
gin talks on a free trade agree-
ment with Japan. AP

uNITED NATIoNS

North Korea accuses US of creating 
situation for nuclear war

failed attempt this past weekend.
The North’s Foreign Ministry said the missile lau-

nches are as part of a normal process of building 
up the country’s defenses and economy. Ministry 
official Kim Chang Min also said in the interview in 
Pyongyang that the U.N., the Security Council and 
big countries ignored South Korean missile laun-
ches and Japanese surveillance satellites.

“This is the limit of double standards,” Kim of 
the Foreign Ministry said. “How can we have any 
dialogue to get any result with anyone who has this 
kind of approach?”

On Monday, U.S. Vice President Mike Pence tra-
veled to the Demilitarized Zone dividing the Koreas 
and warned Pyongyang that “the era of strategic 
patience is over.”

After 25 years of trying to deal patiently with 
North Korea’s nuclear and missile ambitions, Pen-
ce said, “all options are on the table” to deal with 
threat.

Deputy U.N. Ambassador Kim said North Ko-
rea’s policy is shaped by the Trump administra-
tion’s push for “high-intensity sanctions” against 
the country, deploying tactical nuclear weapons in 
South Korea and launching military action aimed 
at “beheading” the North’s leadership headed by 
Kim Jong Un.

He said rolling back the hostile U.S. policy toward 
the DPRK “is the precondition to solving all the 
problems in the Korean Peninsula.”

Kim called the news conference to “categorically 
reject” the U.S. decision to hold an open meeting of 
the Security Council on April 28 on North Korea’s 
nuclear program which is scheduled to be chaired 
by U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson.

He called it “another abuse of authority” by the 
United States, which holds the Security Coun-
cil presidency this month, and a violation of the 
DPRK’s sovereignty.

Kim ignored questions about the DPRK’s rela-
tionship with China and reports that the govern-
ment didn’t respond to requests from Chinese of-
ficials for a meeting. AP
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Jill Lawless, London

In a shock announcement, 
Prime Minister Theresa 

May yesterday called for an 
early general election to be 
held June 8 to seek a strong 
mandate as she negotiates 
Britain’s exit from the Euro-
pean Union.

Standing outside 10 
Downing Street, May said she 
would ask the House of Com-
mons today to back her call 
for an election, just two years 
after the last vote and three 
years before the next schedu-
led date in May 2020.

She said that since Britons 
voted to leave the EU in June, 
the country had come toge-
ther, but politicians had not. 
She said the political divi-
sions “risk our ability to make 
a success of Brexit.”

At present, May’s governing 
Conservatives have a small 
majority, with 330 seats in 
the 650-seat House of Com-
mons. May said that “our 
opponents believe that be-
cause the government’s ma-
jority is so small, our resolve 
will weaken and that they can 
force us to change course” on 
leaving the EU.

“They are wrong,” she said. 
“They underestimate our de-
termination to get the job 
done and I am not prepared 
to let them endanger the se-

Shocking May: Britain’s Prime Minister called for an early general election, 
yesterday

uK

Prime minister May to seek 
early election on June 8
curity of millions of working 
people across the country.”

May triggered a two-year 
countdown to Britain’s exit 
from the EU last month, and 
negotiations to settle divor-
ce terms and agree on a new 
relationship are expected to 
start within weeks.

May said that if there is not 
an election soon, “the nego-
tiations with the European 
Union will reach their most 
difficult stage in the run-up 
to the next scheduled elec-
tion.”

“Division in Westminster 
will risk our ability to make 
a success of Brexit and it will 
cause damaging uncertainty 
and instability to the coun-
try,” she said.

Under Britain’s Fixed-Term 
Parliaments Act, elections 
are held every five years, but 
the prime minister can call a 
snap election if two-thirds of 
lawmakers vote for it.

The leader of the main oppo-
sition Labour Party, Jeremy 

Corbyn, said he welcomed 
May’s decision “to give the 
British people the chance to 
vote for a government that 
will put the interests of the 
majority first.”

“We look forward to showing 
how Labour will stand up for 
the people of Britain,” he said.

May took office in July after 
predecessor David Cameron 
stepped down following his 
failed attempt to get voters 
to back remaining in the EU. 
Since then she has repeate-
dly ruled out calling an early 
election to get her own man-
date. But she said yesterday 
she had “reluctantly” changed 
her mind.

Polls give May’s Conservati-
ves a double-digit lead on La-
bour, which is divided under 
left-wing leader Corbyn.

The pound surged 0.7 per-
cent against the dollar to 
$1.2658, recovering from a 
0.4 percent drop an hour ear-
lier as rumors swirled about 
the surprise statement. AP
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
16:00
17:00
17:40
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:40
01:15

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Documentary Serie    
Revenge S1    
Once Upon A Time Sr.2 (Repeated)   
TDM Interview (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News   
Drama      
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema

what’s ON ...

City, impression: exhibition of old maCao 
photos
time: 9am-9pm (Open on public holidays)
Until: May 21, 2017 
VenUe: Temporary Exhibition Gallery of IACM, 
No. 163, Av. Almeida Ribeiro 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

4:35 - Works by lei Cheok mei
time: 12pm-7pm(Closed on Tuesdays) 
Until: April 26, 2017 
VenUe: Intersection of Av. do Coronel Mesquita 
and Av. do Almirante Lacerda 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2853 0026

maCao arts WindoW 2017: Untitled 
traVel – Works of lin Ge
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: May 14, 2017 
VenUe: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

artistiC Craftsmanship of oUr anCestors 
- exhibition of arChaeoloGiCal reliCs of 
taipa and Coloane
time: 10am-6am daily (Last admission at 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

photoGraphs of old temples in maCaU
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: July 16, 2017 
VenUe: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
mUseUm admission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

The long-awaited arrival of April the giraffe’s baby has made 
Animal Adventure Park the second most live-viewed channel in 
YouTube’s history.

April’s livestream had more than 232 million live views and 7.6 
billion minutes of live watch time since February, second only to 
League of Legends eSports, which has been around since 2012, 
YouTube said yesterday.

The channel had its biggest day on Saturday, with more than 
14 million live views. More than 1.2 million viewers were watching 
the livestream simultaneously on YouTube when April gave birth 
Saturday morning, making it one of the Top 5 most-watched mo-
ments.

The not-yet-named male baby giraffe was running around with 
its mother within three hours of birth at the private zoo in Har-
pursville, a village 210 kilometers northwest of New York City.

Animal Adventure Park owner Jordan Patch said the baby was 
healthy and April was recovering “perfectly.”

April and the baby will be introduced to the public when the 
park opens for the season next month.

“We’re going to see that baby and mom really develop a beauti-
ful bond,” Patch said.

The zoo is holding a contest to name the baby, charging USD1 
per vote, with proceeds being split among wild giraffe conserva-
tion efforts, zoo upgrades and support for families of children 
experiencing unexpected medical expenses.

 Offbeat
youtube channel showing giraffe 
birth 2nd most live-viewed 

Taking the name Pope Benedict XVI, the 78-year-old German 
appeared on the balcony of St Peter’s Basilica. 

His arrival was greeted by loud cheers from the many thou-
sands of pilgrims who had packed St Peter’s Square as news 
of his election spread across Rome. 

He was chosen on the third round of votes by the 115 cardi-
nals meeting to select Pope John Paul II’s successor. 

The name Benedict comes from the Latin for “blessing” and 
the last Pope bearing the name, Benedict XV, reigned during 
World War I. 

Giving a short address in Italian to the crowds gathered be-
low the new Pope paid homage to his predecessor, and great 
friend, Pope John Paul II.  

“Dear brothers and sisters after the great Pope, John Paul II, 
the cardinals have elected me, a simple and humble worker in 
the Lord’s vineyard,” he said. 

“The fact that the Lord can work and act even with insuffi-
cient means consoles me, and above all I entrust myself to 
your prayers. 

“In the joy of the resurrected Lord, we go on with His help. He 
is going to help us and Mary will be on our side. Thank you,” 
he added. 

Clad in white papal vestments and a short red cape, he then 
delivered the traditional “Urbi et orbi” [to the City and the World] 
blessing to the city of Rome and the world. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-Valls said Pope Be-
nedict XVI would dine with Roman Catholic cardinals later on 
Tuesday and celebrate a Mass with them in the Sistine Chapel 
on Wednesday morning at 0900 (0700 GMT). 

He will be inaugurated as the 265th pope on Sunday, the Va-
tican has announced. 

The new Pope had been one of the front runners in the papal 
election, which began on Monday when the 115 voting car-
dinals were sequestered in the Sistine Chapel for their secret 
conclave. 

Pope Benedict XVI, who is the oldest pope for more than a 
century, was born in 1927 into a traditional farming family in 
Bavaria, Germany, although his father was a policeman. 

The future pope’s studies at seminary were interrupted by 
World War II and his supporters say that his experiences under 
the Nazi regime convinced him that the Church had to stand 
up for truth and freedom. 

He is the first German Pope since the 11th Century. 
The BBC’s Ray Furlong in Berlin says Cardinal Ratzinger’s 

election as Pope will generate amazement and enthusiasm in 
Germany as well as concern among those who had hoped for 
a more liberal pontiff. 

A close friend and confidante of Pope John Paul II, Pope Be-
nedict XVI is also known as a fellow conservative. 

For more than 20 years he was head of the congregation of 
the Doctrine of the Faith in the Vatican - the Vatican’s guardian 
of orthodoxy. 

The BBC’s William Horsley in Rome says his papacy is sure to 
continue John Paul II’s strongly traditional interpretation of the 
Catholic faith, including opposition to abortion, homosexuality, 
priestly marriage and women priests. 

our correspondent says that the homily he made at the Mass 
before the start of the Conclave in which he denounced all de-
viations from traditional church teachings as trickery and error, 
may have been decisive in winning him the title of Pope. 

Courtesy bbC news

2005 ratzinger is elected as 
         new pope

in context
Pope Benedict XVI is the eighth German pontiff and was the clear favou-
rite to fill the role. 
He was one of Pope John Paul II’s closest friends and, like his predecessor, 
firmly opposes to birth control, supports the celibacy of the priesthood, 
and is against the ordination of women. 
He has also spoken out against homosexuality and once denounced rock 
music as “the vehicle of anti-religion”. 

cineteatro
13 apr - 19 apr

tHe boSS baby
room 1
(2D) 2:15, 4:00, 7:30pm
(3D) 5:45pm
Director: tom Mcgrath
Starring:   alec baldwin, Steve buscemi, Jimmy Kimmel   
Language: Cantonese (english)
Duration: 97min

SworD art oNLINe tHe MovIe: orDINaL SCaLe
room 1
9:30pm
Director: tomohiko Ito
Starring:  ryan bartley, Christine Marie Cabanos
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 119min

faSt & fUrIoUS 8
room 2
(2D) 2:15, 4:45, 9:45pm
(3D) 7:15pm
Director: f. gary gray
Starring:  vin Diesel, Jason Statham, Dwayne Johnson  
Language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 136min

tHe SMUrfS: tHe LoSt vILLage
room 3
2:15, 4:00, 5:45, 7:30pm
Director: Kelly asbury
Starring:  Demi Lovato, rainn wilson, Joe Manganiello 
Language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 90min

a SILeNt voICe: tHe MovIe
room 3
2:15, 7:15pm
Director: Naoko yamada
Starring:  Miyu Irino, Saori Hayami, aoi yuki  
Language: Japanese (Chinese)
Duration: 129min

macau tower
13 apr - 26 apr

faSt & fUrIoUS 8
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: f. gary gray
Starring:  vin Diesel, Jason Statham, Dwayne Johnson  
Language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 136min
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ThE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS

SUDoKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omaCroSS: 1- Scarlett’s home; 5- Communion table; 10- Toll rds.; 14- Shake 

___ (hurry); 15- Painter Uccello; 16- ___ avis; 17- Pertaining to a regiment; 
19- Slaughter of baseball; 20- Potential mate; 21- Petroleum industry; 23- I’ve 
been framed!; 25- I ___ vacation!; 26- Mall frequenters; 28- Deodorant type; 
31- Matador’s flourish medium?; 34- ___ chance!; 36- ___ say more?; 37- Al 
Jolson’s real first name; 38- Books of maps; 40- Up to, briefly; 41- Dry stalks; 
43- Space pioneer Shepard; 44- Words of comprehension; 45- Knapsack; 47- 
Enraged; 49- Lacks; 51- Withstands; 55- Excess; 58- Young roarer; 59- Rajah’s 
wife; 60- Beneath a mountain; 62- Elvis’s middle name; 63- Freeze over; 64- Golf 
club which can be numbered 1 to 9; 65- Positive principle; 66- Marsh plant; 67- 
Atlantic mackerel;
 
DowN: 1- Ankle bones; 2- Aboriginal Alaskan; 3- Philbin of TV; 4- Shake; 5- 
Mild laxative; 6- PC linkup; 7- Dorothy’s 
dog; 8- Actor Delon; 9- Wheel; 10- Foot 
lever; 11- Long drawers with fancy 
trimming; 12- McDonald’s founder Ray; 
13- Cummerbund; 18- Yard tunneler; 22- 
Lowly workers; 24- Name on a bomber; 
27- Play for time; 29- Comics canine; 
30- World’s longest river; 31- Barrel; 32- 
Piedmont wine center; 33- Temple on the 
Acropolis; 35- Light ___; 38- Covered 
with water; 39- Wrapper; 42- Subsiding; 
44- Stupid; 46- Mystical knowledge; 48- 
The doctor ___; 50- Armistice; 52- Entrap; 
53- Barbershop quartet member; 54- Pad 
user; 55- Ask for divine guidance; 56- Dr. 
Zhivago’s love; 57- Asleep; 61- Drinking 
cup; 

Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPhoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
IaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEAThER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN Max CoNDItIoN

CHINa

worLD

-4
0
1
2
7

overcast/drizzle
sleet/drizzle

clear
cloudy/clear

cloudy/drizzle

10
3
11
6
13
4
14
16
11
13
15
17
17
23
23
24

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It might do you some good today to 
step back from your crowd of friends 
and look at things from an outsider’s 
perspective. You’ll finally see things 
as they truly are, which will either 
reinforce what you were hoping for.

April 20-May 20
As the leader in a group today, you 
need to take into account what it is 
the rest of the group members want. 
Being the boss doesn’t mean you get 
to do whatever you want! It means 
you have to what is best for the group.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Not everyone is on the same timetable 
as you, and you need to be mindful of 
that fact. Wait for your partners to catch 
up to where you are. Once everyone is 
ready to take the next step together, the 
path will be clear and easy.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your mind is as sharp as a razor, 
and whether the task you choose is 
as simple as shopping for a birthday 
present or as complex as revising 
your household budget, you’ll 
complete it quickly.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
A celebration may be in order, so 
have some suggestions in your 
back pocket just in case no one has 
planned anything yet. Play cruise 
director for a day, and you’ll be more 
popular than ever.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Get as active as possible today - your 
mood will be greatly improved by 
accelerating your heartbeat. So walk 
instead of ride ... get on your bike 
instead of into your car ... and take 
the stairs instead of the elevator.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Today, clean out your emotional 
closet. Many feelings, grudges or 
regrets are in there and they’re doing 
you no good... let these outmoded 
things pass away. You’ll be amazed 
at how much lighter you feel.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Where do you fit into your community? 
And do you want your role to grow, or 
shrink? Today these types of questions 
will be on your mind. As you get older, 
your sense of connection with the people 
around you is becoming more important.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
From working up the nerve to talk to 
that amazing person who makes your 
heart go aflutter to marching into 
your boss’s office and asking for that 
overdue raise, you’ll find the courage 
you need by picturing the scenario.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Get a load of you! Today you’re 
at level 10 of everything: brains, 
wit, energy and organization! 
This would be a great day to 
work on a major cleaning or 
restructuring...

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your gestures of compassion are 
powerful tools you can use to 
grow your relationship. Now is 
not the time to keep track of the 
favors you grant. It will all come 
back to you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Trust your first impressions, no 
matter how much other people try to 
convince you to change your mind. If 
a charmer has everyone else fooled, 
that’s their problem. You’re not about 
to join the club of blind followers.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Fans cheer as Miami Marlins left fielder Ichiro Suzuki throws after 
fielding an RBI double hit by Seattle Mariners’ Robinson Cano in the 
fourth inning of a baseball game

Joseph Wilson, Barcelona

Thursday, 2:45am 
Barcelona v Juventus 
H 1.57, D 4.85, A 6.5

BarCelona has al-
ready pulled off a see-
mingly impossible co-
meback to stay alive 

in the Champions League.
Now it must do it all over 

again.
Barcelona hosts Juventus to-

day [Thursday, 2:45am], nee-
ding to overturn a 3-0 defeat 
from the first leg to advance 
to the semifinals of Europe’s 
top-tier tournament. If Juven-
tus scores first, Barcelona will 
find itself needing five goals.

Lionel Messi and teammates 
have one big straw to clutch: 
their remarkable 6-1 victory 
over Paris Saint-Germain in 
the last round to become the 
only team to ever overturn a 
4-0 first-leg loss in the history 
of the competition. That rout 
included three goals after 87 
minutes were up.

Barcelona manager Luis En-
rique is trying once more to 
rally his players to the challen-
ge, and let Juventus know that 
his team will be in all-out atta-
ck mode.

“We will fight until the end. I 
am sure that at some point we 
will be close to pulling it off,” 
said Luis Enrique. He added, 
perhaps only half jokingly, 
“we will risk it all, even up to 
fielding eight forwards.

“We have nothing to lose af-
ter all.”

Barcelona, however, has gi-
ven few signs that it can put 
on another great performan-
ce. Since roaring back against 
PSG, it has lost three times in 
seven matches and struggled 
to beat Real Sociedad 3-2 at 
home on Saturday.

And former champion Ju-
ventus may prove a much tou-

gher side to break down than 
PSG at Camp Nou.

Juventus could be without 
forward Paulo Dybala, who 
scored two goals against Bar-
celona in the first leg.

The Argentina international 
limped off early in the second 
half of Juve’s 2-0 win at Pes-
cara with an ankle injury.

“He’s taken a knock and 
twisted it a little but there’s 
still four days, we have to be 
optimistic,” Juventus coach 
Massimiliano Allegri said.

Allegri promised Juventus 
wouldn’t fall into the same 
trap of sitting back against 
Barcelona on Wednesday — an 
approach that doomed PSG.

“Our aim is not to score just 
one goal, but to get at least 
two,” Allegri said.

Barcelona will get Sergio 
Busquets back after he was 
suspended from the first leg.

Thursday, 2:45am 
Monaco v Dortmund 
H 3.1, D 4, A 2.31

Dortmund will still be 
shaken from the attack on its 
team bus that forced the first 
leg of the quarterfinal against 
Monaco to be postponed for a 
day when it aims to overhaul 
its 3-2 defeat today.

This weekend’s return of 
Marco Reus after six weeks 
out with a torn ligament pro-
vides a boost. The midfielder 
scored after just two minutes 
to help beat Eintracht Frank-

furt on Saturday. Players de-
dicated the 3-1 win to Marc 
Bartra, who was wounded in 
the three explosions that hit 
the bus last week.

“It still won’t be easy in the 
next games. You can’t just for-
get the events of this week,” 

Dortmund defender Sokratis 
Papastathopoulos said.

Monaco has already played 
53 games in all competitions 
this season and fatigue is 
starting to take its toll on the 
French league leaders.

The good news for Monaco 

is that Radamel Falcao looks 
like his old self again. The Co-
lombia striker has scored 18 
goals in 24 league games, the 
best tally for a Monaco player 
in the top flight since Shabani 
Nonda scored 26 in 2002-03.
AP / oddschecker.com

IChiro Suzuki recei-
ved a rousing ovation 

yesterday [Macau time] 
for his first at-bat in Sa-
feco Field as a member of 
the 3,000-hit club.

The Japanese star spent 
his first 11 1/2 American 
seasons with Seattle, ge-
tting 2,533 hits before 
heading to the New York 
Yankees and Miami Mar-
lins.

He batted ninth for Mia-
mi in his first appearance 
at Safeco since June 12, 
2014, when he was with 
the Yankees.

“He deserves everything 
he gets,” Marlins mana-
ger Don Mattingly said. 
“He’s been a great player. 

He’s been a great player 
for a long time. And ob-
viously he started his ca-
reer in the States here. It 
was nice to see that.”

With the Mariners lea-
ding 3-0, Suzuki groun-
ded out to second to end 
the third inning. Suzuki 
grounded out three times 
as his average dipped to 
.067 with one hit in 15 
at-bats. The Marlins lost 
6-1.

The 43-year-old got his 
3,000th career hit last 
season, and the Mariners 
had a pregame video tri-
bute for him on the score-
board, followed by an in-
troduction at home plate 
with several former Sea-

ttle teammates and cur-
rent players. Suzuki also 
had 1,278 hits in nine 
seasons in Japan.

“You know it’s been 
three years since I’ve 
been back,” Suzuki said 
through a translator. “To 
get that warm reception 
that I did get, and with 
the ceremony and with 
having the guys come 
out, Edgar (Martinez) 
and Felix (Hernandez) 
and (Kyle) Seager and 
(Hisashi) Iwakuma come 
out, just grateful. Grate-
ful to them and grateful 
to the fans. ... it’s been so 
long.

“I could have been for-
gotten but for them to 

do that for me I was very 
thankful,” he said. “It 
kind of reaffirms that this 
is a special place.”

Suzuki, who played 
mostly right field during 
his time in Seattle, star-
ted in left and made a 
nice running catch on 
Taylor Motter’s drive into 
the corner in the eighth 
inning.

“Even when I was with 
the Yankees, I never 
played left field here at 
Safeco,” he said. “So this 
was the first view I got 
from that angle. That de-
finitely kind of felt weird, 
kind of was a little diffe-
rent. It was a different ex-
perience.” AP

FooTBAll | CHAMPIoNS lEAguE PrEvIEW

Barcelona needs second 
miracle vs. Juventus

BASEBAll

Suzuki returns to Seattle as member of 3,000-hit club
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Spain: police break up international 
child porn chat network 

Spanish officials say police have arrested 39 peo-
ple in an international operation against a major ne-
twork that distributed child pornography material 
via the popular online chat application WhatsApp.

A police statement said the network operated 
some 100 chat groups with 135 identified users in 
18 countries in Europe, Central and South America.

The statement said 17 people were arrested in 

Spain, with other detentions made in Argentina, 
Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El 
Salvador, Germany, Guatemala, Italy, Mexico, Pa-
raguay, Peru and Portugal.

The operation was carried out in coordination 
with Interpol and Europol. Spanish police said files 
retrieved contained abusive and brutal treatment of 
children up to 8 years of age.
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opinion

The Macau discriMinaTion chain

The non-Portuguese look down on the Portuguese, 
the Portuguese look down on the Macau residents, 
the Macau residents look down on the Mainland Chi-
nese, and the Mainland Free Scheme Chinese look 
down on the package tours. 

Those who wear luxury brands look down on the 
ones who wear high street fashion, and these, in turn, 
look down on those who wear Hong Kong-designed 
brands, who then look down on those wearing Main-
land brands. 

Whoever watches US TV programs look down on 
whoever watches Japanese TV programs, with the 
latter looking down on whoever watches Korean TV 
programs, who look down on those watching Hong 
Kong TV programs, who, finally, look down on those 
watching Mainland dramas.

Those who believe in BBC and CNN look down on 
those who believe in Portuguese newspapers. Those 
who believe in Portuguese news look down on tho-
se reading the Hong Kong press, with these looking 
down on the ones who believe in Macau Concealers. 
However, those who believe in Macau Concealers, 
as well as in local English and Portuguese news, look 
down on those reading the Macao Daily News. 

Those eating beef look down on those eating pork; 
those eating pork, in addition to those who eat what 
they consider ‘normal food’ look down on the ones 
eating chicken feet. 

Those speaking French look down on those 
speaking English, those speaking English look down 
on those speaking Portuguese, those speaking Portu-
guese look down on those speaking Cantonese, and 
everyone looks down on those speaking Mandarin. 

If one uses an iPhone, he or she will look down on 
someone using Samsung, but those using Samsung 
will look down on those using Huawei or any other 
Chinese mobile phone brand. Nevertheless, those 
using Chinese brands will look down on those using 
Chinese brands which copied other Chinese brands. 

Those having their children studying in internatio-
nal schools look down on those whose children study 
in Luso-Chinese schools, and those whose children 
study in Luso-Chinese schools look down on those 
children studying in Chinese schools. 

The salesmen look down on their customers, and 
the customers look down on the salesmen. 

Besides this discrimination chain, there is also a 
brand of class hierarchy in the city. 

The Europeans deem themselves better people 
than the Americans, the Americans deem them-
selves better than everyone else. The westerners 
deem themselves better than all the Chinese, and 
the Macau Chinese deem themselves better than the 
mainland Chinese, while the mainland Chinese look 
down on the Filipinos, the Vietnamese, the Indians, 
the Thais… and the Westerners who achieved a state 
of uprightness among the world’s citizens help those 
at the bottom of the discrimination chain, namely the 
Filipinos, the Vietnamese, and the Thais who, in turn, 
blame the Macau locals for discriminating others. 

This is not a completely original opinion, as I happe-
ned to have read an article depicting the discrimina-
tion chain in Mainland China, which, according to my 
beliefs, was perfectly accurate. 

Not only Macau has its own discrimination chain, but 
it also has a blaming chain. 

Locals blame the Mainland Chinese for breaking 
the rules when they, for example, cross the streets 
when the traffic lights are red, and the Mainland Chi-
nese who live in Macau blame locals and foreigners 
(westerners) for playing a major role in breaking such 
rules.

Hence, it is hilarious to expect the world to achieve 
peace or to claim that we want Mainland, Asia, Afri-
ca, and all other under-developed regions to become 
great, when we cannot even achieve inner peace wi-
thin our own community. 

Our Desk
Julie Zhu

aUStraLIa Australia 
will scrap a temporary 
visa for skilled overseas 
workers, the prime 
minister said, arguing 
that Australians must 
be given priority over 
foreigners for local jobs. 
More on p12

vIetNaM villagers in a 
suburban district Hanoi 
freed 15 riot police who 
were held over a land 
dispute.

US-tUrKey Ignoring 
concerns raised by 
international monitoring 
groups, President 
Donald Trump called 
Turkish President 
recep Tayyip Erdogan 
to congratulate him on 
the country’s contested 
referendum greatly 
expanding presidential 
powers. 

fraNCe Police thwarted 
an imminent “terror 
attack,” arresting two 
suspected radicals in 
Marseille, the interior 
minister said just days 
before the first round 
of France’s presidential 
election. The two men 
“intended to commit an 
attack on French soil 
in the very short term, 
which is to say in coming 
days,” Interior Minister 
Matthias Fekl said at a 
brief news conference. 
France votes Sunday in 
the first round of its two-
stage election.

MaLI An army 
spokesman says armed 
men have attacked 
an army camp in the 
country’s north, killing 
at least four soldiers 
and wounding another. 
lt. Col. Diarran Kone 
yesterday would not 
give more details about 
the attack in gourma-
rharous, about 160 
kilometers south of 
Timbuktu. A local official 
said the assailants 
destroyed about six 
armed vehicles but 
left after failing to take 
control of the camp. He 
spoke on condition of 
anonymity because he 
was not permitted to 
speak to reporters.

Mark Gillispie, Cleveland 

the man who ran-
domly killed a Cle-

veland retiree and pos-
ted video of the crime on 
Facebook shot himself to 
death late yesterday [Ma-
cau time] in Pennsylva-
nia, police said.

Pennsylvania State Po-
lice said Steve Stephens 
was spotted earlier in 
Erie County, in the state’s 
northwest corner. Autho-
rities say officers tried to 
pull Stephens over and, 
after a brief pursuit, he 
shot and killed himself.

He was wanted on an 
aggravated murder char-
ge in the shooting death 
of a 74-year-old man who 
was picking up alumi-
num cans on Sunday after 
spending Easter with his 
family.

Stephens posted a video 
of himself killing Robert 
Godwin Sr., a former fou-
ndry worker who had 10 
children, police said. In 
it, he said, “I snapped, I 
just snapped.”

Stephens, 37, shared a 
recording on Sunday of 
himself announcing his 
plan to kill someone, then 
two minutes later posted 
another video of himself 
shooting and killing Go-
dwin, Facebook said. A 
few minutes after that, he 
went live and confessed, 
the company said.

The company said it di-
sabled Stephen’s account 
within 23 minutes of re-
ceiving the first report 
about the video of the 

fatal shooting and two 
hours after receiving any 
report.

Facebook has since an-
nounced it was launching 
a review for reporting 
harmful content.

Police would not specu-
late on what was behind 
the killing, but videos 
Stephens posted showed 
him talking about losing 
everything he had to gam-
bling and trouble with his 
girlfriend.

Stephens filed for 
bankruptcy two years ago 
despite holding down a 
job as a counselor helping 
young people develop job 
skills and find employ-
ment. The behavioral 
health agency where he 
worked said an extensive 
background check before 
he was hired turned up 
nothing worrisome.

In one video posted on 
Facebook, Stephens said 

that he gambled away 
everything and that he 
and his girlfriend had 
planned to marry but did 
not, without saying why.

In the video of the shoo-
ting, Stephens told Go-
dwin the name of his gir-
lfriend and said, “She’s 
the reason that this is 
about to happen to you.” 
Godwin did not seem to 
recognize the name.

The woman Stephens 
spoke of, Joy Lane, said 
in a text message to CBS 
that “we had been in a 
relationship for several 
years. I am sorry that all 
of this has happened.”

Investigators said that 
Godwin was the only vic-
tim so far linked to Ste-
phens, despite his claim 
on Facebook that he kil-
led over a dozen people.

Officers searched do-
zens of places around Cle-
veland without finding 
Stephens or any other 
victims before expanding 
the manhunt. Detectives 
spoke with the suspect on 
Sunday by cellphone and 
tried to persuade him to 
surrender, police said.

Within a day, authori-
ties expanded the search 
nationwide and offered 
a USD50,000 reward for 
information leading to 
his capture and prosecu-
tion.

Law enforcement offi-
cials said on Monday that 
his cellphone was last tra-
cked Sunday afternoon in 
Erie, Pennsylvania, about 
100 miles east of Cleve-
land. AP

Suspect in Facebook 
video killing shoots 
himself to death
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This frame from a video posted on Facebook shows Robert 
Godwin Sr. in Cleveland moments before being fatally shot

This undated photo provided by the Cleveland 
Police shows suspect Steve Stephens

 Stephens 
posted a 
video of 
himself 
killing robert 
godwin Sr., 
a former 
foundry 
worker 
who had 10 
children


