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polling stations to be 
increased by six

Scholar Philip Xie is somewhat 
skeptical on the region’s push 
for diversifying its non-gaming 
activities

The Electoral Affairs Commission 
for the Legislative Assembly 
Election plans to install polling 
stations at 35 venues P3
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run
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Seoul: N. Korea stages large-scale 
artillery drill to mark anniversary

China’s conversion 
of coal into natural 
gas could prevent 
tens of thousands 
of premature deaths 
each year. But 
there’s a catch: As 
the country shifts 
its use of vast coal 
reserves to send 
less smog-inducing 
chemicals into the air, 
the move threatens 
to undermine efforts 
to rein in greenhouse 
gas emissions, 
researchers said.
More on p10

China Wang Baoan, 
former head of China’s 
National Bureau 
of Statistics, was 
indicted on suspicion 
of accepting bribes. 
Wang is accused of 
taking advantage of 
his posts as NBS chief 
and assistant and 
vice finance minister 
to benefit others, and 
“illegally accepting a 
huge amount of money 
and property” either 
by himself or through 
others, Xinhua said, 
citing the Supreme 
People’s Procuratorate. 
More on p11

Thailand Police in 
Thailand say a man 
upset with his wife 
hanged their 11-month-
old daughter on 
Facebook Live and then 
killed himself. Police 
found the bodies of 
20-year-old Wuttisan 
Wongtalay and the 
baby in an abandoned 
hotel in Phuket after 
receiving reports of 
the video. Wuttisan 
and his wife had been 
arguing. The man made 
the broadcast Monday 
evening, and the video 
was made inaccessible 
by Facebook late 
yesterday.
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The past decade has brought into sharp 
relief the structural importance of 

transparency and control in financial ac-
tivities. The financial system has always 
been an integral part of our everyday 
lives with daily interaction with finan-
cial institutions for almost every fidu-
ciary need. Together with the increased 
sophistication in technical means and 
financial structures, the increasing de-
materialization of this activity has crea-
ted a status quo which has introduced an 
added element of risk and a greater need 
for control and monitoring of capital flu-
xes. With new global threats such as ter-
rorism and the existence of criminal en-
terprises with far-reaching connections, 
financial regulators the world over have 
seen an increased need to fight the crea-
tivity of criminals and to prevent money 
being moved through regulated institu-
tions for illegal purposes. 

In this context, the importance of an-

ti-money laundering legislation is self- 
evident, and Macau has tried to adapt to 
the changing times by introducing laws 
and regulations which require customer 
identification, detailed information on 
transactions and extensive record-kee-
ping. These efforts have put perhaps an 
added strain on individual relationships 
between banks and people such as you or 
I, but they are the price to pay for a more 
credible and safer financial system. The 
fact of the matter is that Macau has seen 
the need to address these issues with a 
tough hand. Recent cases such as the 
criminal charges levied against former 
Secretary for Transportation and Public 
Works Ao Man Long and, more recently, 
against top prosecutor Ho Chio Meng 
are clear examples of the fact that this is 
not a far-off concern or the dominion of 
criminal kingpins, but rather a very real 
concern, and one from which Macau’s 
authorities have not and should not shy 

away.
Recently, after years of success, but 

which, according to international obser-
vers, still require perfecting, the local 
regulator has seen fit to adopt stricter 
standards and to raise compliance de-
mands to more significant levels. It was 
in this context that late last year the Ma-
cao Monetary Authority came out with 
enhanced anti-money laundering regu-
lations, which essentially maintained the 
structure of the existing framework, but 
enhanced it with the creation of a com-
pliance officer, new requirements for 
transactions posing a higher risk (e.g. 
transactions with politically exposed 
persons, perhaps in recognition that the 
abovementioned politically connected 
money laundering cases showed a need 
for added diligence), and with signifi-
cant relevance, introducing a risk based 
approach, allowing institutions to better 
manage their actions in face of specific 

José Espírito Santo Leitão*

anti-money laundering: putting macau on the map

LEgaL WisE bY MdME

risk profiles.
These requirements bring to the fore 

Macau’s growing need to establish itself 
as a credible financial jurisdiction, pro-
viding a sound investment environment 
and, above all, to bring itself on par with 
the rules under which the remainder 
of the financial world operates. Inter-
national institutions operating in the 
MSAR welcome these changes, which 
fold neatly into their own compliance re-
quirements, and industry specialists are 
taking note of this momentum and are 
beginning to recognize Macau’s role in 
a sounder APAC banking environment. 
One such example is the Asia Pacific 
Loan Markets Association, which will 
be hosting an event for its members in 
Macau and intends to advance the awa-
reness and discussion of AML issues in 
the MSAR. 

*Partner at MdME Lawyers

Just last month, the region’s 
casinos generated a gambling 

revenue of MOP21.2 billion - an 
18.1 percent improvement over 
the same month last year - yet 
Brokerage JP Morgan Securities 
has expressed less optimism on 
Macau’s prospects.

The brokerage noted that it has 
taken a neutral outlook on the 
stocks of Macau-based gaming 
operators. 

A report from JP Morgan 
analysts DS Kim and Sean 
Zhuang states that the “positi-

Hong Kong is expected 
to receive its first wave of 

Cambodian domestic helpers 
this September. According to 
China Daily, their arrival will 
follow the relaxation of visa 
restrictions. The visa laws were 
amended to promote communi-
cation and exchange with coun-
tries along the Belt and Road 
Initiative.

The number of the first group 
of Cambodian domestic helpers 
travelling to Hong Kong will be 
approximately 1,000, Simon Liu, 
chairman of Cambodia Human 
Resource Development Associa-
tion, said at a signing ceremony 
in Hong Kong on Monday. This 
group is likely to arrive in Hong 
Kong in September.

The long-term goal is to have 
over 10,000 more Cambodians 
employed by Hong Kong fami-
lies every year, added Simon Liu.

The association signed an 
agreement with the Cambodian 
government to become the la-
tter’s official representative to 
promote, train and protect Cam-
bodian workers in Hong Kong.

Liu said that many of the 
Cambodian domestic helpers 
interested in working in Hong 
Kong already have experience in 
working overseas. They are ex-
pected to receive three months 

ve surprise in the gross gaming 
revenue could stall soon as the 
cyclical tailwind from last year’s 
China macro drop waning or 
even rolling over.” 

The country’s macro drop in-
cluded liquidity easing, property 
rally and commodity price hikes 
amongst other factors. 

“As the sector runs out of po-
sitive catalysts, we think in-
vestors will focus more on the 
individual operator’s execution 
and resulting earnings revision 
potential, making stock calls in-

of training in Cantonese, Chine-
se cooking, and health care skills 
for elderly and children before 
they come to Hong Kong.

“There is an ever-increasing 
demand of domestic helpers 
from Hong Kong families...The 
supply of Cambodian maids can 
ease the situation,” said Elain 
Fung, director of a Hong Kong 
employment agency.

Hong Kong’s recent relaxation 
of visa restrictions has made it 
easier for Cambodian workers 
to successfully apply for visas to 
Hong Kong, Fung added.

The HKSAR government has 
relaxed visa restrictions for 
Cambodian workers, inves-
tors and students since March 
1. Under the new visa require-
ments, “Cambodian nationals 
may apply to enter Hong Kong 
for employment under diffe-
rent schemes, or for investment, 
training and study,” Hong Kong 
SAR Secretary for Labor and 
Welfare Stephen Sui said Mon-
day during a meeting with Cam-
bodian Minister of Labor and 
Vocational Training Ith Sam 
Heng.

“For those who are interested 
to work as domestic helpers in 
Hong Kong, we see plenty of 
opportunities available here,” 
added Sui.

creasingly more important,” the 
team noted.

On a report issued on Friday, 
banking group Morgan Stanley 
noted that this year’s second-
quarter results might be a good 
entry point for investors inte-
rested in a long-term position in 
Macau gaming stocks.  

“Macau has underperformed 
the Hang Seng Index in every 
second quarter since 2012 – ex-
cept for 2013 – and we believe 
the same could happen in the 
second quarter of 2017,” wrote 
analysts Praveen Choudhary, 
Alex Poon and Thomas Allen, 
referring to the main index of 
the Hong Kong Stock Exchange, 
as cited in a GGRAsia report. 

According to the group, they 
are expecting a “high valuation, 
a seasonally weak quarter, and 
a peak in China’s PPI [produ-
cer price index] to be near-term 
risks, adding, “in the medium 
term, we remain constructive 
thanks to infrastructure.”

Wells Fargo Securities LLC 
analysts Cameron McKnight 
and Robert Shore said in a Sun-
day memo on Macau, and re-
ferring to mainland China eco-
nomic policy: “VIP growth is 
roaring back on the heels of last 
year’s economic stimulus – but 
we think this could stall once the 
effect of the stimulus and the 
Chinese housing bubble wears 
off – as it did in 2013-14.”

Furthermore, credit debt wa-
tcher Fitch Ratings raised its 
forecast on Macau’s VIP and 
mass market 2017 growth to 12 
percent.

GAMiNG

Revenue growth 
could be stalled by 
China’s macro drop

LABor

HK to receive Cambodian 
domestic helpersre
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IFT enrolls students 
from mainland 
China
 
The Institute for Tourism Studies (IFT) 
is enrolling mainland Chinese students 
for the first time. IFT plans to enroll 
100 mainland students, which will 
create a group occupying 20 percent of 
the school’s total enrollment quota for 
this year. Mainland high school junior 
students can apply for IFT’s programs if 
their national Higher Education Entrance 
Examination (Gaokao) final scores reach 
a specific grade threshold which grants 
them access into China’s key universities. 
Students may also apply if they have 
obtained special awards in China’s 
provincial, national, or international 
levels, or if they have a recommendation 
from their school’s rector.

Former IC head not 
guilty of corruption
 
The Court of First Instance ruled the 
former head of the Cultural Heritage 
Department of the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau, Cheong Cheok Kio, not guilty 
of corruption, according to the Chinese 
press. Cheong was reported by the 
Commission Against Corruption (CCAC) 
under suspicions of using his power in 
the IC (in 2007) to outsource a contract 
to a company where his wife was a 
shareholder. Cheong has been through a 
four-month trial at the court. The court’s 
judge, Kan Cheng Ha, after announcing 
the verdict, told Cheong “even though I 
don’t know how you are going to behave 
in the future, I hope you can learn a 
lesson.”

Avian influenza: 
man in critical 
condition in Jilin  
According to information released 
by the Macau Health Bureau (SSM), 
citing reports from the Chinese health 
authorities, a new case of human 
infection by the avian influenza (H7N9) 
virus has been reported. The man, aged 
34 and from Jilin province in mainland 
China, is reportedly being treated at 
a hospital in the Jilin province and is 
in critical condition. Since September 
2016, infections have been registered in 
several provinces, including: Jiangsu, 
Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, Shanghai, 
Guangzhou (Guangdong), Hunan, 
Hubei, Jiangxi, Guizhou, Shandong, 
Liaoning, Henan, Sichuan, Guangxi 
and Congqing, Beijing, Gansu, Tianjin, 
Jilin and Tibet. According to the health 
authorities, there were two confirmed 
cases in Macau, one of which was 
contracted abroad, with the first case 
occurring in mid-December last year. In 
February this year, an outbreak of the 
virus was detected in live poultry by the 
sanitary inspection authorities in Nam 
Yue Wholesale Market. Since then, the 
sale of live poultry have been suspended 
in Macau. 

The group of lawmakers who met with Rosário

Renato Marques

The Secretary for 
Transport and Pu-
blic Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosário, 

said during a meeting that 
“he will in a short term re-
view the affordable housing 
[application] law,” repor-
ted lawmaker Pereira Cou-
tinho. The aforementioned 
meeting gathered ten local 
lawmakers and the Housing 
Bureau (IH) director.

According to Rosário, the 
purpose of such a review 
would be to “avoid situations 
like [where] we receive one 
kind of information and then 
another day the services ask 
for another kind of informa-
tion.” 

The meeting was requested 
by the lawmakers in order to 
address a problem regarding 
the title deeds of the afforda-
ble houses provided by the 
Housing Bureau in 2003, 

whose process was not yet 
concluded.

Prospective affordable 
housing owners recently re-
ceived a letter from the IH 
asking them to update and 
clarify their household infor-
mation. This prompt genera-
ted rumors that the govern-
ment was preparing to chan-
ge the rules and evict those 
buyers.

According to Wong Kit 
Cheng such a situation is un-
likely as the government “for 
now only gave them a letter 

for them to explain their si-
tuation [status],” adding “the 
people complained and are 
very worried that they will be 
evicted, but the Secretary ex-
plained that ‘each case is one 
case’ [and that such measure 
is meant to clarify the real si-
tuation of each household].”

Wong agreed with Couti-
nho, saying that “for the time 
being the Secretary reques-
ted a few days to analyze the 
opinions and situations hi-
ghlighted by the lawmakers, 
and says that he will come 

up with a final conclusion 
soon.”

As Pereira Coutinho also 
mentioned, the case is re-
lated to a “flaw in the law”: 
fifteen years ago, applicants 
could apply for a place in an 
affordable house for lacking 
the economic conditions to 
acquire a normal unit in the 
private market, without dis-
closing family information  
such as their spouse or chil-
dren.

According to Coutinho, 
applications were modified 
to exclude the marital sta-
tus of the applicant, allowing 
the applicant to separate 
his or her assets from the 
remaining household. Cou-
tinho insisted that this si-
tuation “must be reviewed,” 
and his sentiment met una-
nimous agreement.

None of the government of-
ficials were available to make 
any statement to the media 
after the meeting.

Lynzy Valles

Despite the re-
gion’s push for di-

versifying its non-ga-
ming activities and its 
hopes of redirecting its 
visitors to entertain-
ment activities, a scho-
lar has noted that the 
future of Macau’s eco-
nomy, at current pro-
jections, would still be 
based on gaming ear-
nings. 

Macau has achieved 
its plan of generating 
at least 9 percent of its 
governmental revenue 
from local gaming ope-
rators in 2015 – a plan 
that was included in the 
region’s Five-Year De-
velopment Plan.

Statistics additionally 
showed that non-ga-
ming revenue accoun-
ted for 9.39 percent of 
overall revenue in the 
casino sector in 2015.

Philip Xie, dean of the 
Faculty of Hospitality 
and Tourism Manage-
ment at the Macau Uni-
versity of Science and 
Technology, shared that 
it is still a predicament 
for the gaming hub to 
rapidly move towards 

presenting non-gaming 
offerings.

Speaking on the sideli-
nes of the British Busi-
ness Association of Ma-
cau’s business luncheon 
yesterday, the scholar 
argued that it would 
still take some time for 
the territory to develop 
a sustainable model 
that would attract non-
gaming tourists. 

“This is a dilemma for 
Macau because when 
you break down the 
revenues, probably 80-
90 percent of it comes 
from gaming. […] This 
is a very different mode 
compared to Las Ve-
gas,” Xie told the press.

The scholar remarked 

that the region should 
make use of the gaming 
industry as a base to 
further develop a wider 
range of offerings.

Such offerings could 
include a convention 
industry, art and cul-
ture, and culinary tou-
rism. 

“But the basis is still 
gaming. There’s no 
doubt about it,” Xie 
stressed. 

Meanwhile, the scho-
lar also contended that 
integrated resorts need 
to find their own niche 
– in a bid to offer pro-
ducts that would effec-
tively attract returning 
costumers.

Development of new 

products and offerings 
remains a challenge for 
the hospitality industry. 
Yet Xie cited in his be-
lief that the industry is 
moving towards provi-
ding diversified offerin-
gs that suit clients with 
different lifestyles – ci-
ting the upcoming ope-
ning of integrated re-
sorts at the Cotai Strip.

“If you take a look 
at Wynn Palace, Mor-
pheus, MGM Grand 
Cotai: they are all kind 
of positioned in diffe-
rent ways. […] They 
have different produc-
ts, I think that’s the fu-

ture,” he shared.
“Eventually tourists 

will come here and split 
their time to do both 
gaming and leisure ac-
tivities. I think it’s ha-
ppening right now but 
slowly,” Xie added. 

Future tourism-of-
fering developments 
would continue in Tai-
pa and Coloane areas.   

According to the pro-
fessor, he looks forward 
to the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office’s 
(MGTO) master plan – 
which is expected to be 
released this year – as it 
will provide a blueprint 
purpose for future de-
velopments. 

Earlier this year, the 
MGTO had announ-
ced four major goals 
for 2017 that included 
developing a diversity 
of tourism products, 
enhancing industry ser-
vice quality, enhancing 
destination promotion 
and strengthening mul-
tilateral co-operation 
mechanism. 

Further, speaking 
briefly on the conserva-
tion of the Lai Chi Viun 
shipyards, Xi shared 
that authorities shou-
ld be cautious in their 
plan for the heritage 
site – citing environ-
mental factors and the 
neighborhood’s senti-
ments towards cons-
truction in the area.

Secretary agrees to review 
affordable housing rules

Diversified products needed 
to attract returning visitors

Philip Xie  
Tourists will 
come here 
and split 
their time 
to do both 
gaming 
and leisure 
activities.

PHILIP XIE
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Lynzy Valles

This year’s edition of 
Macau TrailHiker, who-
se current title sponsor 
is MGM Macau, is likely 

to see further improvements, the 
marathon event’s director Robert 
Kirby remarked.

Kirby recently participated in the 
2017 Boston Marathon – one of 
the most iconic marathons in the 
world.

According to the marathon en-
thusiast, there are plans on im-
plementing improvements in this 
year’s TrailHiker, as seen in the 
latest marathon in Boston.

“During the marathon I was 
looking at ideas that maybe we 
could take away and use in our 
event [TrailHiker] to make it bet-
ter,” he told the Times.

The Boston Marathon held a 
three-day expo, “The John Han-
cock Sports & Fitness Expo”, that 
retailed branded items such as 
running shoes, tanks and win-
dbreakers, and also provided pre
-race information.

Kirby noted that there is an 
opportunity for Macau TrailHiker  
to move towards producing its 
own branded items, but admitted 
that it would take both time and 
planning.

However, the director believed 
that TrailHiker products would 
also be in demand, citing that the 
event attracted 550 teams last year 
that comprised of 2,200 partici-
pants. 

Meanwhile, Kirby confirmed 
that he will work on improving 
TrailHiker’s bag drop process this 
year.

“The process that they [Boston 
Marathon] have was very efficient 
and I think we can learn from that 
and perhaps further improve our 
bag drop process,” said Kirby. 
“Also all of the volunteers were 
very friendly and that’s something 
that I’ve always tried to make ha-
ppen. […] Those were the things 
that I will certainly be taking up 
on.”

Participating in the Boston Ma-
rathon was a “dream come true” 
for Kirby, who is partly based in 
Macau and partly in Penang, Ma-

laysia.
The Boston marathon has mara-

thon qualifying standards; hence 
participants in the race are all elite 
runners. 

This year, over 30,000 runners 
took part in the race; and accor-
ding to U.S. reports, there were 
about one million spectators in the 
42 kilometer run.

Kirby finished the race in 3 hou-
rs and 43 minutes, which put him 
in the top ten percent for his age 
group. 

“I can see why it sells out, I can 
see why it’s the number one [ma-
rathon] event in the world and I 
was just in gratitude to be able to 
have that opportunity to participa-
te,” said Kirby.

On the topic of Macau-based     
races, the director revealed that 
major changes such as adding a 
20km course will have to wait un-
til next year, noting that it is still in 
discussion with its new title spon-
sor. 

This year’s edition of TrailHiker 
will start and finish at MGM Cotai.

Renamed as “MGM Macau Eco 
Trail Hiker”, the event will be held 
on October 28, with Macau Daily 
Times as its media partner. 

TrailHiker to expect further 
improvements this year

 
During the 
marathon i was 
looking at ideas 
that maybe 
we could take 
away and use 
in our event.

RoBERT KIRBY

The Kenyans were back in Boston after a relative 
lull that saw them shut out in the world’s most 

prestigious marathon twice in the past three years.
Geoffrey Kirui won the 121st Boston Mara-

thon earlier this month, pulling away from three-ti-
me U.S. Olympian Galen Rupp in the last two miles 
to give Kenya its first men’s victory in five years. 
Edna Kiplagat won the women’s race to complete 
the Kenyan sweep.

They were followed closely by Americans who 
grabbed two of the top four women’s spots and six 
of the top ten for men — for the first time  since the 
race went professional in 1986.

“It’s so exciting to see Americans being competi-
tive here,” said Rupp, the Olympic bronze meda-
list making his Boston debut. “It’s a real exciting 
time. And it’s awesome to see American distance 
running on the upswing and being competitive in 
these races.”

Kirui finished in 2 hours, 9 minutes, 37 seconds 
to claim a silver trophy, a gilded olive wreath 
from Marathon, Greece, and the $150,000 first 
prize. Rupp was 21 seconds behind, with Japan’s 
Suguru Osako finishing 30 seconds behind him.

Rounding out the top 10 were runners from Cali-
fornia, Arizona, Colorado, Oregon and Utah.

“American distance running is looking good to-

Kenyans back in Boston 

Geoffrey Kirui, of Kenya, leads Galen Rupp, of the United 
States, and the rest of the field along the course of the 
121st Boston Marathon

day,” said sixth-place finisher Abdi Abdirahman, 
a Somali immigrant and Tucson resident who is 
a four-time Olympian. “We have the podium for 
both men and women, so the future is great.”

Kiplagat finished in 2:21:52 to win her Boston de-
but, adding her victory to two world championships 
and wins in London, New York and Los Angeles. 
She pulled ahead of Rose Chelimo of Bahrain in 
the Newton hills to win by 59 seconds.

Robert Kirby Picture taken by Robert Kirby at the event 
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CEM Macau launched the 
“Power Elites” Training Pro-
gram last September. The 
program attracted over 50 
Form 1 and Form 2 students 
from 12 secondary schools to 
participate.

The one-year Training Pro-
gram allows students to vi-

g-dragon to return at the venetiancem hosts ‘power elites’ second visit is holding another 
concert this year and 
plans to visit more ci-
ties than before. 

The world tour will 
kick off in Seoul star-
ting June 2017 and 
will cover 18 cities in 
Asia, North America 
and Oceania. More 
locations will be re-
vealed at a later date, 
according to a press 
release issued by 
Live Nation.

G-Dragon is recog-
nized as one of the 
most influential lea-
ders in music and 
fashion in his country 
and was named by 
Forbes Asia the Most 
Influential Person 
Under 30 in Eastern 
Entertainment and 
Sports.

facilities during the first visit 
of the program, which was 
held in Macau this January. 
The second visit of the Pro-
gram was held on April 23. 

Participants visited the 
“Electric Car Experience 
Center” and “Nansha Electric 
Power Vocational Training 
Center” in Guangzhou city. 

Located in Guangzhou, 
in Zhujiang New Town, the 
“Electric Car Experience 
Center” is China Southern 
Power Grid’s first experience 
center and is equipped with a 
fully automated battery chan-
ging system. 

The other location, “Nansha 
Electric Power Vocational 
Training Center” featured a 
series of experiential lear-
ning activities, which allowed 
students to understand the 
story behind “the Journey of 
1 kWh.”

G-Dragon, leader 
of the Korean band 
Big Bang, is expec-
ted to make a come-
back at The Venetian 
Macao on June 17 at 
the Cotai Arena with 
his third solo tour, 
“G-Dragon 2017 
World Tour <ACT III, 
M.O.T.T.E>”.

After presenting 
memorable perfor-
mances to inter-
national fans with 
“G-DRAGON 2013 
World Tour [One of 
a Kind]”, which at-
tracted over 570,000 
audience members 
in 13 cities and 8 
countries through 27 
shows, G-DRAGON 

sit Macau, Hong Kong and 
mainland China to learn 
about the power supply envi-
ronments of different regions 
and to broaden their hori-
zons in terms of their career 
considerations. 

Students had the opportu-
nity to visit a number of CEM 
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Costa Nunes Yearbook 
launches 
The Parents and Guardians Association of D. José da Costa 
Nunes Kindergarten launches today the D. José da Costa Nunes 
Kindergarten Yearbook for the academic years 2013/2014 and 
2014/2015. The launch ceremony is to be held on April 26 at 
6:15 pm, at the D. José da Costa Nunes Kindergarten, located 
at Avenida Sidónio Pais. The ceremony will be attended by the 
Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture, Alexis Tam. A copy of 
the Yearbook will be offered to every child who has attended 
Kindergarten during the school years in question. The Times is a 
media partner of the book. 

Event marks Int’l Jazz Day
An event commemorating the International Jazz Day in Macau 
will be held on Saturday at the Casa Garden Auditorium. 
Organized by the Macao Jazz Promotion Association (MJPA) 
and Association for the Promotion of Cultural Activities (APAC), 
with the support of the Oriente Foundation. The event includes 
a video projection of selected moments from the 2016 Global 
Concert, which was held in Washington, and featured two 
Washington-based bands and an open jam session. The 
International Jazz Day was established in 2011 as an initiative 
of UNESCO and has since led to a growing number of events 
around the world. The celebration usually ends with a great 
jazz show, known as the Global Concert, including a large 
international cast featuring many of the most outstanding 
contemporary jazz artists. This year, the Global Concert will take 
place in Havana, Cuba.

The Electoral Affairs 
Commission for the Le-

gislative Assembly Election 
(CAEAL) has a preliminary 
plan to install polling sta-
tions at 35 venues, with one 
of the venues containing 
two polling stations. This 
increase will make available 
a total of 36 polling stations 
for 2017’s direct election 
process for the Legislative 
Assembly.

Compared to the 2013 
election, six polling stations 
and five venues have been 
added for the upcoming 
election. The reason for 
the increase in the number 
of facilities, according to 
CAEAL, is the growth in the 
number of registered voters.

On Monday, CAEAL re-
presentatives made a site 
visit to the new polling ve-
nues and to several used in 
previous elections, in order 
to evaluate the facilities and 
arrangements at those pla-
ces. Venues visited inclu-
ded the Northern District 
Public Services Centre at 
Areia Preta, the Macau Fo-
rum building and several 
schools.

Commission: Polling stations 
to be increased by six

According to a CAEAL 
statement, “major factors 
considered when selecting a 
polling venue were: conve-
nience for voters, facility ca-
pacity and the safety of the 
facility.” Another important 
factor was ease of access for 
elderly voters and for people 
with special needs.

The commission also sta-
ted that for indirect elec-
tions, the Macao Polyte-
chnic Institute will be used 
as the sole polling venue, 
hosting a total of five polling 

stations.
By the deadline for voter 

registration in December 
2016, there were 307,020 
people registered to vote, re-
presenting a growth of 10.78 
percent from the 277,153 re-
gistered voters in 2012.

The commission repeated 
that the distribution of the 
polling stations is determi-
ned according to the voter 
address given at registra-
tion. This location-based 
system is meant to convin-
ce voters who have chan-

ged their address to update 
their personal data through 
the automatic service kiosks 
located in several locations 
of the city.

The primary concern 
voiced by one of the team 
members that visited the 
polling station sites was in 
regards to the accessibility 
of the polling stations. The 
concern centered especially 
on how they do not, at pre-
sent, adequately serve the 
needs of the elderly and 
people with disabilities. 
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oFCA, Google begin offering 
rides in self-driving cars 
Fiat Chrysler and Google for the first time will offer rides to 
the public in the self-driving automobiles they are building 
under an expanding partnership. The companies announced 
in the spring of last year that they would build 100 self-
driving Chrysler Pacifica hybrids minivans. Those vehicles 
have been tested in Arizona, California and Michigan. 
Waymo, Google’s self-driving car project, said yesterday that 
it will allow hundreds of people in Phoenix to take rides in the 
vehicles so that it can get feedback on the experience. People 
can apply on Waymo’s website. The company also said that 
it’s expanding its fleet to 500 Pacifica hybrids.

Cost cuts at Coca-Cola go 
deeper 
Coca-Cola’s sales declined in the first quarter as it 
restructured itsbusiness and the company said yesterday 
that it will cut costs further. The maker of Fanta, Sprite and 
Smartwater says it plans to cut another USD800 million in 
annualized savings in addition to the $3 billion it’s already 
trimming. Most those savings are expected to be realized in 
2018 and 2019, the company said. Coca-Cola Co. has also 
been reshaping its business by selling back its bottling and 
distribution operations to independent bottlers. That means 
Coke is becoming more focused on selling concentrates 
and marketing for its brands as its No. 2 executive, James 
Quincey, prepares to officially take over as CEO next week.

Angela Charlton, Paris

The French magnate 
behind LVMH moved to 

incorporate Christian Dior 
into his luxury goods empire 
in a 12 billion-euro (USD13 
billion) deal.

It’s the latest business coup 
for Bernard Arnault, who has 
expanded LVMH to inclu-
de dozens of leading luxury 
brands — from high-end 
champagne and whiskies, to 
exclusive Louis Vuitton han-
dbags, Hermes, Kenzo and 
Givenchy perfumes and Bul-
gari and TAG Heuer watches.

Dior Couture, launched in 
1946 and seen as the pinnacle 
of Paris fashion, would be a 
major addition to the LVMH 
stable. Christian Dior saved 
post-war French fashion with 
his “New Look” and today the 
house’s Paris fashion week 
shows are among the most 
exclusive and extravagant of 
the season.

Under the terms of the deal, 
which is intended to simplify 

LVMH to consolidate hold on 
Dior in multibillion-euro deal 

complex ownership structu-
res, Groupe Arnault, prima-
rily an investment firm, will 
make a cash-and-share offer 
for the minority of Christian 
Dior shares it doesn’t cur-
rently own in June. The deal 
values Dior at 260 euros per 
share.

After that, LVMH, which is 
also controlled by Arnault, 
will take control of the Chris-
tian Dior Couture high-end 
fashion house business for 
6.5 billion euros ($7.1 billion).

Shares in both Christian 
Dior and LVMH Moet Hen-
nessy - Louis Vuitton rose 
after the announcement of 
the long-awaited deal. Dior 
shares spiked 11.7 percent to 
253.45 euros by mid-after-
noon Tuesday, while LVMH 
shares were up 4.2 percent at 
223.65 euros.

The hope is that by com-
bining Dior’s brands under 
one roof and simplifying in-
ternal activities, savings will 
be generated.

Insisting that there wou-

ld not be a major upheaval, 
LVMH Chief Financial Offi-
cer Jean-Jacques Guiony said 
the Arnault family, “decided it 
would make sense to invest 12 
billion euros of their private 
money” into further consoli-
dating their holdings.

“That’s a major decision 
and major commitment, and 
proof of faith and confidence 
for the future,” he said.

The companies laid out their 
hope that Dior’s fashion reve-
nues and profit, which have 
risen in recent years, will be a 
“source of growth” for LVMH, 
particularly with develop-
ment in the U.S., China and 
Japan. Since becoming Dior’s 
head designer last year — the 

first woman to hold the job in 
its 70-year history — Maria 
Grazia Chiurri has sought to 
explore gender boundaries 
and rework the Dior aesthe-
tic.

The proposed deal will still 
need regulatory approval and 
consultations with workers. 
The hope is that the deal will 
be completed in the second 
half of this year.

Guiony said the announce-
ment had no connection to 
the results of France’s presi-
dential voting Sunday, whi-
ch saw centrist Emmanuel 
Macron and far-right Marine 
Le Pen progress to a May 7 
runoff. Macron is favored to 
win. AP



wed 26.04.2017

BUSINESS分析macau’s leading newspaper 9
 

th Anniversary

  

 advertorial

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

 Less than 
half the record 
23.9m cars, 
sport utility 
vehicles and 
minivans sold in 
China last year 
were from local 
nameplates

China has provided the clea-
rest indication to date that it 

plans to lift the cap on how much 
foreign carmakers can own of 
their local joint ventures, putting 
pressure on Chinese carmakers to 
speed up the building of their own 
brands.

In a joint release yesterday, the 
National Development and Re-
form Commission together with 
the science and industry minis-
tries laid out a development blue-
print for the country’s auto in-
dustry covering the years through 
2025. The government will “open 
up the restriction on joint venture 
ownership in an orderly manner,” 
according to the plan, which didn’t 
provide details of how the liberali-
zation will be carried out or provi-
de a timeline.

The so-called “50:50 rule” - na-
med after the 50 percent limit 
that foreign companies can own of 
their Chinese joint ventures - has 
for years been a sacred cow for 
the auto industry, seen as neces-
sary to buy local carmakers time 
to gain the technology and build 
their brands before giving over-
seas carmakers unfettered access 
to what’s now the world’s biggest 
car market.

That began to change in 2014 
when a Chinese commerce minis-
try official suggested in a public 
forum that local carmakers should 
prepare for the day the rule will be 
eased. The prospect of allowing the 
likes of General Motors Co. and 
Volkswagen AG to own all of their 
operations in China prompted 
the then-head of the state-backed 
China Association of Automobile 
Manufacturers to remark that Chi-
nese brands would be “killed in the 
cradle.”

Most recently, China was ready 
to relax the policy during President 
Xi Jinping’s visit to Florida ear-
lier this month for a summit with 
Trump, according to Bloomberg 
BNA. Bloomberg News reported 
in June that China’s government 
was considering loosening the po-
licy that has long been criticized 
for shielding state-owned com-
panies from competition.

While yesterday’s development 
plan didn’t include a specific time-
line on when the ownership res-
triction will be opened, or whether 
it will be a gradual opening up or 
complete lifting of the cap, it’s the 
first official mention in writing 
that the government will ease the 
limit.

China to relax foreign car 
venture limit in orderly manner 

“My opinion on this has been that 
over the long run the restriction on 
stake cap will be lifted,” said Dong 
Yang, vice chairman of CAAM, af-
ter attending a meeting organized 
by the industry ministry to discuss 
the plan. “But it won’t work if we 
remove it immediately and that is 
what ‘orderly’ means.”

Less than half the record 23.9 
million cars, sport utility vehicles 
and minivans sold in China last 
year were from local nameplates. 
Market share for Chinese-brand 
cars has stayed fairly constant, 
reaching 43 percent last year from 
41 percent a decade ago, according 
to the state-backed manufacturers 
association.

While China’s homegrown 
brands have gained more market 
recognition, the country’s auto-
makers are still not strong enough 
and lack sufficient core technolo-
gies, MIIT said in the statement. 

The government aims to boost 
sales of new-energy vehicles to 
more than 20 percent of the coun-
try’s overall market by 2025 as 
well as nurture several local auto-
makers that can make their way to 
the top 10 global manufacturers of 
such autos by 2020, according to 
MIIT.

Foreign companies often prop 
up their domestic partners to help 
them stay in business and keep 
the assembly lines rolling, said 
Jochen Siebert, the Singapore
-based managing director of JSC 
Automotive Consulting. If the 
cap is lifted, some partnerships 
would take years to unravel as the 
parties haggle over the price. Yet 
carmakers owned by local gover-
nments may dissolve their mar-
riages quickly so officials can use 
the proceeds to invest in ventures 
such as improving public trans-
portation, Siebert said. Bloomberg



26.04.2017 wed

CHINA 中國 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo10
 

th Anniversary

 

Matthew Brown, Beijing

China’s conversion of coal 
into natural gas could prevent 

tens of thousands of premature 
deaths each year. But there’s a ca-
tch: As the country shifts its use of 
vast coal reserves to send less smo-
g-inducing chemicals into the air, 
the move threatens to undermine 
efforts to rein in greenhouse gas 
emissions, researchers said yester-
day.

The environmental trade-off 
points to the difficult choices con-
fronting leaders of the world’s se-
cond largest economy as they stru-
ggle to balance public health and 
financial growth with international 
climate change commitments.

Between 20,000 and 41,000 pre-
mature deaths annually could be 
prevented by converting low-qua-
lity coal in the country’s western 
provinces into synthetic natural 
gas for residential use, according 
to the findings of researchers from 
the United States and China pu-
blished in the Proceedings of the 
National Academy of Sciences.

If the gas were used for indus-
trial purposes, fewer deaths would 
be averted and they would carry a 
steeper price — a dramatic increase 
in carbon dioxide emissions, accor-
ding to the researchers and a sepa-
rate report released by Greenpea-
ce.

China’s immediate drive to clean 
up local air quality could be ad-
dressed by using coal-produced 
synthetic gas, said study co-author 
Denise Mauzerall, a professor of 
environmental engineering and 
international affairs at Princeton 
University.

Doing so, however, “would have 
an effect of increased carbon emis-
sions, which would affect the wor-
ld,” Mauzerall said.

Natural gas produces far fewer of 
the tiny particles of pollution that 
pour out of coal-fired power plan-
ts and the small coal burners that 
many Chinese use for heating and 
cooking. That smog, with particles 
a mere 2.5 microns in diameter, 
frequently blankets Beijing and 
major urban areas in China’s den-
sely populated eastern provinces. 
It endangers public health when 
the particles lodge in peoples’ lungs 
and could be most effectively dealt 
with by reducing coal use in hou-
seholds, according to Mauzerall.

Public outrage over smog and 
a desire to meet climate goals 
prompted Chinese officials to clo-
se down coal power plants around 
Beijing in recent years and sus-
pend plans to construct new plants 
across the country.

Technology to turn coal into other 
fuels dates to Germany’s Nazi regi-

me, which used it to bolster diesel 
supplies during World War II. 
South Africa used it to thwart sanc-
tions against oil imports during the 
apartheid era. Since then, the me-
thod has seldom been used becau-
se of its high cost.

China’s pursuit of synthetic gas 
reflects in part the inability of its 
domestic oil and gas reserves to 
meet its national security and eco-
nomic needs, said Ranping Song, a 
climate expert with the World Re-
sources Institute. That’s despite the 
fact that China has the third largest 
coal deposits in the world, an esti-
mated 126 billion tons, behind only 
the U.S. and Russia.

Compared to burning coal di-
rectly for power, converting it into 
gas and then using that gas to pro-
duce electricity can produce almost 
twice as much carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse emissions bla-

med in climate change, Song said. 
Synthetic natural gas produces car-
bon dioxide first during the proces-
sing stage and again when the fuel 
is burned.

The coal-to-gas plants in China 
combined could emit as much as 
158 million tons of additional car-
bon dioxide annually, according to 
Mauzerall and her colleagues.

Greenpeace forecasts even more 
— up to 451 million tons of extra 
carbon dioxide annually by 2020. 
That’s about 4 percent of China’s 
2016 total emissions, making it 
more difficult to achieve the gover-
nment’s planned greenhouse gas 
reduction goals, said Greenpeace 
climate and energy campaigner 
Gan Yiwei.

The environmental group’s tally 
includes projected emissions from 
the coal-to-gas fleet plus several 
dozen more plants that would turn 

coal into oil and various chemicals. 
Gan said China instead should in-
vest more in wind and solar plants, 
which produce neither carbon nor 
smog.

With the coal-to-gas plants, Chi-
na’s goal to stabilize its world-lea-
ding carbon emissions of about 10 
billion tons (9.1 billion metric tons) 
annually by 2030 would remain 
achievable but more difficult, Song 
said. A driving factor will be whe-
ther the country can transform its 
economy away from energy-inten-
sive manufacturing to more service- 
based industries, he said.

Not all proposed coal-to-gas 
plants will be put into operation by 
their original completion dates.

Competition from imported fuel 
transported by ship and pipeline 
from central Asia has squeezed the 
market, delaying plants proposed 
or under construction, said Zhou-
wei Diao, a coal and gas industry 
analyst with IHS Markit in Beijing.

Liquefied natural gas delivered to 
China’s coast is cheaper than pro-
ducing the fuel from coal, a further 
disincentive for the new plants un-
less global gas prices increase, she 
said. Local environmental issues 
also come into play because of 
large volumes of water the plants 
need to operate and the wastewa-
ter they generate.

“The technology is doable but it’s 
currently not very reliable,” Diao 
added. AP

Hong Kong will cut 
the size of returns its 

power utilities are allowed 
to make to 8 percent under 
a 15-year plan it hopes will 
help wean the city off coal 
while keeping electricity 
bills down.

CLP Holdings Ltd. and 
HK Electric Investment 
Ltd. signed a new so-cal-
led Scheme of Control with 
the government after more 
than a year of negotiations, 
Secretary for Environment 
Wong Kam-sing said yes-
terday during a televised 

press conference. The pre-
vious 10-year agreement, 
which started in 2008, set 
the rate of return at 9.99 
percent.

As most of Hong Kong 
coal-fired power plants will 
be retired within the next 
decade, the 15-year term 
will provide “a clearer en-
vironment” for utilities to 
invest in gas-fired and non-
fossil fuel plants, Wong 
said, according to a govern-
ment statement.

“The new rate at 8 percent 
is bang in line with what 

many on the sell side were 
forecasting, and its at the 
top of the 6 percent to 8 per-
cent range the government 
had floated back in 2015,” 
said Simon Powell, head 
of Asian utilities research 
at UBS Group AG in Hong 
Kong.

Power tariffs for custo-
mers could fall by more 
than 5 percent under the 
new scheme, the gover-
nment said, though that 
assumes “relevant factors 
remain unchanged.” It war-
ned, however, that using 

more-expensive natural gas 
will “exert very heavy pres-
sure on tariffs”.

Hong Kong got about 53 
percent of its power from 
coal as of 2012, compa-
red with 22 percent from 
natural gas and about 23 
percent from nuclear, im-
ported via a transmission 
line from mainland China, 
according to the Environ-
mental Protection Depart-
ment.

Both of Hong Kong’s 
power utilities issued state-
ments saying they welcome 

the new rate because it pro-
vided clarity and stability. 
CLP Holdings said in its 
statement the contribution 
of its Hong Kong business 
to operating earnings will 
decrease under the new 
version of the scheme, whi-
ch has helped regulate the 
city’s electricity production 
since 1964.

The new agreement will 
also include a feed-in tariff 
mechanism and a renewa-
ble energy certificates pro-
gram to promote the use of 
cleaner power, the govern-
ment said in its statement. 
The new agreement will 
start Oct. 1, 2018 for CLP 
Holdings and Jan. 1, 2019, 
for HK Electric. Bloomberg

Converting coal would help 
smog at climate’s expense

Hong Kong trims power plant 
returns to 8pct amid plans to cut coal

 Between 
20,000 
and 41,000 
premature 
deaths annually 
could be 
prevented by 
converting low-
quality coal 
into synthetic 
natural gas
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Wang Baoan, for-
mer head of Chi-
na’s National Bu-
reau of Statistics, 

was indicted on suspicion of ac-
cepting bribes, the official Xinhua 
News Agency reported yesterday.

Wang is accused of taking ad-
vantage of his posts as NBS chief 
and assistant and vice finance mi-
nister to benefit others, and “ille-
gally accepting a huge amount of 
money and property” either by 
himself or through others, Xinhua 
said, citing the Supreme People’s 
Procuratorate. The report didn’t 
include any reference to the accu-
racy of Chinese economic data.

Wang’s name joined the long 
list of high-ranking officials tar-
geted in President Xi Jinping’s 
campaign against corruption last 
year when the anti-graft autho-
rity, the Central Commission for 
Discipline Inspection, said he was 
suspected of severe disciplinary 
violations.

Wang was succeeded last year 
by Ning Jizhe, a close adviser to 
Premier Li Keqiang, who also 
continues serving in his prior role 
as the vice chairman of the Na-
tional Development and Reform 
Commission, the country’s top 
economic planning body. Ning 
has said his agency must impro-

ve its accounting of the new eco-
nomy and more accurately track 
new industries.

Former Sichuan province vice 
governor Li Chengyun also was 
indicted on suspicion of bribery. 
He is accused of accepting pay-
ments and taking advantage of his 
posts while in that job and as the 
Communist Party chief of Deyang 
city, Xinhua reported.

Separately, the state-controlled 
news agency said in a commen-
tary published this week  that the 
government has “zero tolerance 
for any fabrication of economic 
data” as authentic figures are im-
portant for making correct deci-
sions that benefit people.

Xinhua cited Liaoning Province, 
which said in January that it fa-
bricated fiscal data from 2011 to 
2014 because officials wanted to 
advance their careers. Since then, 
Xi and Vice Premier Zhang Gao-
li have both called for punishing 
phony data.

“The issue of inflated data ori-
ginates from the obsession some 
local officials have for impres-
sive figures, which could bring 
political benefits under previous 
official evaluation measures,” Xi-
nhua said.

Of the 23 provincial-level re-
gions that have released first-
quarter gross domestic product 
data as of Monday, Liaoning’s 2.4 
percent growth was the slowest, 
according to the report.

The central government plans 
steps that will reduce the influen-
ce local governments have on eco-
nomic statistics, a person familiar 
with the matter told Bloomberg 
News in January.

Thailand’s govern-
ment has approved the 

purchase of its first sub-
marine in more than half a 
century, the country’s top 
defense official said yes-
terday, calling the USD393 
million deal with China ne-
cessary and a bargain.

Defense Minister Prawit 
Wongsuwan said the navy’s 
purchase of a Yuan Class 
S26T submarine would be 
conducted transparently, 
responding to concerns 
about corruption. He said 
the vessel would be delive-
red in five to six years.

Thailand’s navy has been 
seeking to buy submarines 
for almost a decade, having 
decommissioned its last 
one in 1951. The military 
government had said it also 
considered buying the ves-
sels from Germany or Sou-
th Korea, but last year an-
nounced plans to buy three 
from China at a total price 

Southeast Asian 
leaders will express 

serious concern over 
territorial disputes in 
the South China Sea 
when they gather in 
an annual summit in 
Manila this week, but 
a draft of a communi-
que to be issued at the 
end of the meeting in-
dicates they will adopt 

of around $1 billion.
The purchase won the 

final go-ahead only after 
Thailand’s military seized 
power in a May 2014 coup, 
even though a $15 million 
submarine base and 
training center was inau-
gurated shortly afterward, 
in July 2014. The purchase 
of such a major weapons 
system from China has 
political as well as defense 
ramifications because the 
ruling junta has sought 
closer relations with Chi-
na to balance traditional 
ties with the United States, 
which has been critical of 
Thailand’s turn away from 
democracy.

It will take about 11 years 
for all three submarines to 
be acquired, said Prawit, 
who is also deputy prime 
minister. It was not clear, 
however, whether agree-
ments have been finalized 
for the purchase of the se-

subdued language on a 
conflict that has increa-
singly alarmed Asian 
and Western govern-
ments.

Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte, who 
has warmed once-fros-
ty relations with China, 
hosts his counterparts 
in the Association of 
Southeast Asian Na-

cond and third submari-
nes. Government spokes-
man Sansern Kaewkum-
nerd on Monday said de-
tails of further purchases 
were the navy’s business 
and would not be publicly 
announced as they involve 
security matters.

Sansern said there was 
nothing shady about the 
deal, which drew attention 
because it was approved at 
the previous week’s Cabi-
net meeting without being 
announced.

“The submarine we are 
buying is not expensive 
and it will be very useful in 
the Andaman Sea in a 200-
mile radius area that we’ve 
never explored,” Prawit 
said.

Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha said last month 
that China had offered the 
cheapest deal, amounting 
to a “buy-two, get-three” 
bargain. AP

tions on Saturday. 
A draft of the “chair-

man’s statement” to 
be issued at the end of 
the summit obtained 
yesterday by The As-
sociated Press does not 
mention an arbitration 
decision last year that 
invalidated China’s 
claims to the strategic 
waterway.

Thai gov’t approves 
purchase of USD393M 
submarine from China 

Wang Baoan, former head of China’s National Bureau of Statistics

Procurator indicts former stats   
bureau director Wang for bribery

SouTh ChinA SEA

ASEAN leaders likely to go soft 
on sea feud in Manila summit 
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U.S. Vice President Mike Pence, left, shakes hands with 
Australia’s Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull last week

Binaj Gurubacharya, Sankhu

The paved alleys are still li-
ned by the skeletons of ho-

mes once filled with families. 
Shop shelves are empty, and the 
water well in the center of town 
remains clogged by fallen de-
bris. Children carefully side-s-
tep piles of broken brick on their 
way to school.

This is life today in the tiny Ne-
palese farming town of Sankhu, 
once famed for its lively Hindu 
temple festivals and rich produ-
ce markets just outside the capi-
tal of Kathmandu.

Nearly everything was lost 
on April 25, 2015, when a ter-
rifying earthquake shook the 
Himalayan nation, killing more 
than 9,000 people and toppling 
nearly a million homes na-
tionwide. Little progress has 
been made in the two years sin-
ce, raising questions about the 
government’s commitment to 
the recovery effort as well as the 
fate of billions of dollars in fo-
reign aid.

In Sankhu, where the quake 
claimed 98 lives and toppled 
800 homes, most of the re-
maining residents have strug-
gled to restore what they once 
had. Many say they have yet to 
receive any help from the go-
vernment despite pledges of 
aid money and help with bank 
loans.

“Our town was once one of the 
best known towns in the coun-
try,” said 70-year-old Komal 
Nath Shrestha. “Now all we have 
is ruins and no hope.”

Shrestha spent four hours after 
the quake buried in the rubble of 
his ruined four-story home be-
fore family members pulled him 

out. Now, he is among hundreds 
in Sankhu living in tin sheds and 
tarpaulin tents that have popped 
up in fields and along roadsides 
as meager protection from win-
ter cold and summer rains.

The violence and devastation 
wrought by the earthquake do-
minated newspaper headlines 
worldwide and triggered an ou-
tpouring of foreign concern. Aid 
pledges totaling USD4.2 billion 
poured in — about half what 
the government estimates it will 
cost to rebuild homes and in-
frastructure.

The government is still collec-
ting that foreign aid, with agree-

ments signed already for $3.1 
billion. But to date, it has spent 
only $330,000.

That’s allowed Nepal to rebui-
ld just 3.5 percent of 626,694 
homes so far counted as having 
been destroyed in the quake. 
And even that count is incom-
plete, including only homes in 
the 14 worst-hit districts. There 
are still another 17 districts to 
survey.

Meanwhile, the vast majority 
of Nepalese left homeless by the 
quake are preparing to spend 
a third rainy season hunkered 
down in temporary shelters, of-
ten flooded and exposed to the 

elements, relying on handouts 
of one-time sales for cash to get 
by.

“We are refugees in our home 
town,” said Ram Shahi, who 
was Sankhu’s butcher until the 
quake put him out of business. 
“We have bugs and even snakes 
crawling inside the tin sheds 
when it rains. We cannot cook 
because the floor is flooded and 
clothes get all soaked.”

The government has been cri-
ticized for moving slowly in dis-
persing funds that would allow 
people to rebuild on their own. 
It has said those who need to re-
build would be offered a first aid 

installment of 50,000 rupees, 
or $485, followed by second 
$1,455 payment and a third 
worth $970. If families needed 
more, it said they would be offe-
red low-interest loans for up to 
$24,270.

But only first installments have 
been given so far to 87 percent 
of families that have qualified 
for aid.

For the rice farming families 
of Shree Krishna Singh and his 
brother, that $485 payment 
falls far short of the $72,800 it’s 
cost them to rebuild their shat-
tered home.

“That money was peanuts, 
not even enough to dig and lay 
the foundation,” Singh said. 
Still, they consider themselves 
among the lucky in that they 
could sell their rice field to bui-
ld a new, white concrete home. 
Now, though, they’re out of 
work.

Others have been far less for-
tunate.

“The tin roofs are leaking,” re-
tired teacher Satya Narayan said 
of the makeshift shelter he’s oc-
cupied since the quake. “We get 
water all over the ground. It gets 
cold at night, and like an oven in 
the day.”

But Narayan hasn’t even qua-
lified for earthquake assistan-
ce, because like many in Nepal, 
where records are haphazard, 
he doesn’t have the documents 
to prove he owns his land.

A report by the rights group 
Amnesty International yester-
day accused Nepal of failing to 
help some of the most margina-
lized among its quake victims, 
with tens of thousands locked 
out of the reconstruction pro-
gram because they can’t prove 
land ownership.

Officials with the National Re-
construction Authority acknow-
ledge their efforts are falling 
short.

“The grant is not enough,” but 
it is meant to help people get 
started rebuilding their homes, 
said Govind Raj Pokharel, who 
heads the National Reconstruc-
tion Authority. AP

Australia’s prime 
minister said yester-

day he is looking forward to 
meeting soon with U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, three 
months after their heated 
telephone conversation 
over an Obama-era refugee 
deal.

Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull was speaking to 
reporters at the al-Minhad 
air base in the United Arab 
Emirates after meeting in 
Afghanistan with Defense 

Secretary James Mattis and 
greeting Australian troops 
in the Middle East ahead of 
Veterans’ Day commemora-
tions.

Turnbull met in Sydney 
over the weekend with 
Vice President Mike Pence, 
whose visit was intended to 
smooth over any lingering 
hard feelings after the pri-
me minister’s contentious 
phone call with Trump on 
Jan. 28 over a refugee rese-
ttlement deal struck by the 
previous Obama adminis-
tration.

Turnbull said he will an-
nounce his Trump visit 
“very shortly.” The meeting 
will take place in New York, 
according to media reports.

“We’ve had very good 
meetings with Vice Presi-

dent Pence and the Defense 
Secretary James Mattis just 
in the last few days. I look 
forward to continuing those 
discussions with President 
Trump and will do so at an 
early opportunity,” Tur-
nbull told reporters.

Australia is unhappy with 
Trump’s decision to pull 
the United States out of 
the 12-nation Trans-Pacific 
Partnership trade pact.

Under the refugee resettle-
ment agreement, the United 
States will take up to 1,250 
refugees that Australia hou-
ses in detention camps on 
the Pacific island nations of 
Nauru and Papua New Gui-
nea. Trump, who campaig-
ned on tough-on-immigra-
tion policies, was enraged by 
the agreement, prompting a 

tense phone call with Tur-
nbull and an angry tweet in 
which the president dubbed 
the deal “dumb.”

White House spokesman 
Sean Spicer’s subsequent 
mispronunciation of Tur-
nbull’s name as “Trumbull” 
did not help matters.

The fallout has left rela-
tions between the U.S. and 
Australia at their lowest 
point since the Vietnam 
War, when Australia’s then
-Prime Minister Gough 
Whitlam criticized a series 
of bombings authorized by 
then-President Richard Ni-
xon.

Turnbull left open the 
possibility of Australia in-
creasing its military con-
tribution in Iraq, Syria and 
Afghanistan. AP

NEPAL 

Scant progress in rebuilding 
2 years after quake 

AuSTrALiA

Turnbull looking forward 
to meeting Trump
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In this photo provided by South Korean Defense Ministry, a South Korean navy sailor watches the destroyer USS Wayne E. Meyer during a joint exercises between the United 
States and South Korea

Eric Talmadge & Kim Tong-Hyung,
Pyongyang

South Korea’s mili-
tary said yesterday that 
North Korea held ma-
jor live-fire drills in an 

area around its eastern coastal 
town of Wonsan as it marked 
the anniversary of the foun-
ding of its military.

The exercise took place as a 
U.S. guided-missile submari-
ne arrived in South Korea and 
envoys from the United States, 
Japan and South Korea met in 
Tokyo to discuss the growing 
threat posed by North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons and missiles 
program.

Experts thought North Korea 
might conduct a nuclear test 
or a ballistic missile launch to 
mark the anniversary, but as 
of yesterday evening neither 
had occurred.

Crowds in Pyongyang, the 
North Korean capital, laid 
flowers and paid respects at 
giant statues of the country’s 
former leaders Kim Il Sung 
and Kim Jong Il, one day after 

the minister of defense reite-
rated that the North was ready 
to use pre-emptive strikes or 
any measures it deems neces-
sary to defend itself against 
“U.S. imperialists.”

“The situation prevailing on 
the Korean Peninsula is so 
tense that a nuclear war may 
break out due to the frantic 
war drills of the U.S. imperia-
lists and their vassal forces for 
aggression,” Gen. Pak Yong 
Sik told a meeting of thou-
sands of senior military and 
civilian officials.

South Korea’s Joint Chie-

fs of Staff said it was closely 
watching North Korean mi-
litary action in the Wonsan 
city area, where it said the 
drills were being held. South 
Korea’s Yonhap news agency 
said the exercise involved 300 
to 400 artillery pieces, but an 
official from Seoul’s Defen-
se Ministry couldn’t confirm 
such details.

The streets of Pyongyang 
were quiet. Flower-laying and 
bowing at statues and portrai-
ts of the leaders is a regular 
routine on major anniversa-
ries. People also gathered in 

open spaces to take part in 
organized dancing, another 
common way to mark holi-
days.

“Our great leaders founded 
and wisely led our revolutio-
nary army, and just like that, 
now our respected Marshal 
Kim Jong Un is leading wisely, 
so even though the situation is 
tense, we are celebrating the 
day,” said Choe Un Byol, who 
came with his family to the 
bronze statues of the former 
leaders.

North Korea often also 
marks significant dates by 
displaying its military capabi-
lity. It launched a missile one 
day after the 105th birthday 
of late founder Kim Il Sung on 
April 15.

Recent U.S. commercial sa-
tellite images indicate increa-
sed activity around North 
Korea’s nuclear test site, and 
third-generation dictator Kim 
Jong Un has said the country’s 
preparation for an ICBM laun-
ch is in its “final stage.”

The USS Michigan, a nuclear
-powered submarine, arrived 
at the South Korean port of 
Busan in what was described 
as a routine visit to rest the 
crew and load supplies. Cmdr. 
Jang Wook from South Ko-
rean navy public affairs said 
there was no plan for a drill.

The submarine’s arrival co-
mes as the USS Carl Vinson 
aircraft carrier headed toward 
the Korean Peninsula for a 

joint exercise with South Ko-
rea. The U.S. 7th Fleet said 
two American destroyers were 
conducting simultaneous ma-
ritime exercises with naval 
ships from South Korea and 
Japan.

Despite the buildup, U.S. 
President Donald Trump has 
reportedly settled on a strate-
gy that emphasizes increased 
pressure on North Korea with 
the help of China, the North’s 
only major ally, instead of 
military options or trying to 
overthrow North Korea’s go-
vernment.

Trump told ambassadors 
from U.N. Security Council 
member countries that they 
must be prepared to impose 
additional and stronger sanc-
tions on North Korea.

“This is a real threat to the 
world, whether we want to 
talk about it or not,” Trump 
said at a White House meeting 
Monday. “North Korea is a big 
world problem, and it’s a pro-
blem we have to finally solve. 
People have put blindfolds on 
for decades, and now it’s time 
to solve the problem.”

Nikki Haley, Trump’s U.N. 
ambassador, said the United 
States is not looking for a fight 
with Kim and would not attack 
North Korea “unless he gives 
us reason to do something.” 
She praised China’s increased 
pressure on North Korea.

Asked about the threshold 
for U.S. action, Haley told 
American broadcaster NBC 
that “if you see him attack a 
military base, if you see some 
sort of intercontinental bal-
listic missile, then obviously 
we’re going to do that.”

But asked what if North Ko-
rea tests an intercontinental 
missile or nuclear device, she 
said, “I think then the pre-
sident steps in and decides 
what’s going to happen.”

The United States, Japan 
and South Korea agreed to put 
maximum pressure on North 
Korea, the South’s envoy for 
North Korea said after mee-
ting his American and Japa-
nese counterparts in Tokyo.

“We agreed to warn North 
Korea to stop any additional 
strategic provocation and take 
intolerably strong punitive 
measures against Pyongyang 
if it goes ahead with such pro-
vocations,” Kim Hong-kyun 
told reporters following his 
meeting with Joseph Yun of 
the U.S. and Japan’s Kenji Ka-
nasugi.

Kim said they discussed ways 
to get more cooperation from 
China and Russia, which they 
agreed is crucial to applying 
effective pressure on North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear 
weapons program. He said 
they also recognized China’s 
recent steps toward that goal.

Japan’s Foreign Ministry an-
nounced that China’s envoy 
for North Korea, Wu Dawei, 
was arriving in Tokyo for talks 
with Kanasugi that may take 
place later this week. AP

KorEAS

Seoul: North holds drill to 
mark military anniversary

 
The situation prevailing on the 
Korean Peninsula is so tense 
that a nuclear war may break out 
due to the frantic war drills of the 
uS imperialists and their vassal 
forces for aggression.

GEN. PAK YoNG SIK 
NoRTH KoREA
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Google has sprink-
led some new in-

gredients into its search 
engine in an effort to 
prevent bogus informa-
tion and offensive sug-
gestions from souring its 
results.

The changes have been 
in the works for four 
months, but Google ha-
dn’t publicly discussed 
most of them until now. 
The announcement in a 
blog post yesterday re-
flects Google’s confidence 
in a new screening system 
designed to reduce the 
chances that its influen-
tial search engine will 
highlight untrue stories 
about people and events, 
a phenomenon common-
ly referred to as “fake 
news.”

“It’s not a problem that 
is going to go all the way 
to zero, but we now think 
we can stay a step ahead 
of things,” said Ben Go-
mes, Google’s vice pre-
sident of engineering for 

iNTErNET

Google targets ‘fake news,’ offensive search suggestions
search.

Besides taking steps 
to block fake news from 
appearing in its search 
results, Google also has 
reprogrammed a popular 
feature that automati-
cally tries to predict what 
a person is looking for as 
a search request as being 
typed. The tool, called 
“autocomplete,” has been 
overhauled to omit dero-
gatory suggestions, such 
as “are women evil,” or 
recommendations that 
promote violence.

Google also adding a 
feedback option that will 
enable users to complain 
about objectionable auto-
complete suggestions so 
a human can review the 
wording.

Facebook, where fake 
news stories and other 
hoaxes have widely cir-

culated on its social ne-
twork, also has been 
trying to stem the tide of 
misleading information 
by working with The As-
sociated Press and other 
news organizations to re-
view suspect stories and 
set the record straight 
when warranted. Face-
book also has provided 
its nearly 2 billion users 
ways to identify posts 
believed to contain fal-
se information, some-
thing that Google is now 
allowing users of its sear-
ch engine to do for some 
of the news snippets fea-
tured in its results.

Google began attacking 
fake news in late De-
cember after several em-
barrassing examples of 
misleading information 
appeared near the top of 
its search engine. Among 

other things, Google’s 
search engine pointed to 
a website that incorrectly 
reported then President- 
elect Donald Trump had 
won the popular vote in 
the U.S. election , that 
President Barack Obama 
was planning a coup and 
that the Holocaust never 
occurred during World 
War II.

Only about 0.25 percent 
of Google’s search results 
were being polluted with 
falsehoods, Gomes said. 
But that was still enough 
to threaten the integrity 
of a search engine that 
processes billions of sear-
ch requests per day lar-
gely because it is widely 
regarded as the internet’s 
most authoritative source 
of information.

“They have a lot riding 
on this, reputation wise,” 

said Lucy Dalglish, who 
has been tracking the 
flow of false information 
as dean of the Universi-
ty of Maryland’s journa-
lism department. “If your 
whole business model is 
based turning up the best 
search results, but those 
results turn up stuff that 
is total crap, where does 
that get you?”

To address the problem, 

Google began revising 
the closely guarded algo-
rithms that generate its 
search with the help of 
10,000 people who rate 
the quality and reliability 
of the recommendations 
during tests. Google also 
rewrote its 140-page book 
of rating guidelines that 
help the quality-control 
evaluators make their as-
sessments. AP

Vivian Salama & 
Matthew Lee, Washington

The Trump administration 
issued sanctions yesterday 

[Macau time] on 271 people 
linked to the Syrian agency 
responsible for producing non-
conventional weapons, part of 
an ongoing U.S. crackdown on 
Syrian President Bashar As-
sad’s alleged use of chemical 
weapons.

uSA

Trump administration sanctions 
271 in Syrian chemical attack

The sanctions target em-
ployees of Syria’s Scientific Stu-
dies and Research Center, whi-
ch the U.S. says partly enables 
the use of chemical weapons. 
The U.S. has blamed Assad for 
an attack earlier this month that 
killed more than 80 civilians in 
rebel-held northern Idlib.

“The United States is sending 
a strong message with this ac-
tion: That we will not tolerate 
the use of chemical weapons by 

any actor,” Treasury Secretary 
Steve Mnuchin told reporters at 
the White House. He said it was 
one of the largest such sanc-
tions actions in U.S. history.

President Donald Trump has 
called Assad “evil” and said his 
use of chemical weapons “cros-
sed a lot of lines.”

Assad has strongly denied he 
was behind the attack, in which 
sarin gas was allegedly used.

As a result of the action, any 

property or interest in property 
of the individuals’ sanctioned 
must be blocked, and U.S. per-
sons are generally prohibited 
from dealing with them.

As Trump dined this mon-
th with China’s President Xi 
Jinping during their highly an-
ticipated summit at Trump’s 
Florida resort, word emerged 
that Trump took action against 
Assad by launching missiles 
against a Syrian airfield. The re-

taliation was seen as somewhat 
unexpected for a president that 
vowed to stay out of lingering 
wars and conflicts overseas.

This month, Russia vetoed 
a Western-backed U.N. reso-
lution that would have con-
demned the reported use of 
chemical weapons in Syria and 
demanded a speedy investi-
gation into the attack. China 
abstained for the first time, a 
move the White House billed a 
win for their efforts to isolate 
Russia.

“On Syria, the Council failed 
again this month to respond 
to Syria’s use of chemical wea-
pons,” Trump said at a White 
House meeting of U.N. ambas-
sadors from countries on the 
Security Council. “A great di-
sappointment. I was very disa-
ppointed by that.”

The U.S. has gradually been 
expanding its sanctions pro-
gram against Syria since 2004, 
when it issued sanctions targe-
ting Syria for a range of offen-
ses, including its support of ter-
rorism, as well as its occupation 
of Lebanon, efforts to undermi-
ne stability in Iraq and pursuit 
of weapons of mass destruction.

More recently, sanctions were 
expanded in connection with its 
civil war, now in its sixth year, 
to target offenses linked to the 
ongoing violence and human 
rights abuses.

The U.S. has also issued sanc-
tions for foreign individuals or 
companies that support Assad’s 
government. A number of Ira-
nian entities have been pena-
lized for supporting the Syrian 
government or fighters working 
to undermine peace in Syria.

While Moscow and Washin-
gton are continuously at odds 
over Syria, the U.S. has not im-
posed any Syria-related sanc-
tions on Russia. AP

Treasury Secretary Steve Mnuchin: US is sending a “strong message”
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
16:05
17:00
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15
00:50

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Documentary Serie    
Revenge S1    
Once Upon A Time Sr.2 (Repeated)   
Now Generation (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)   
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News    
Drama    
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema

what’s ON ...

TibeT ArT Works of HAn sHuli (MAcAo)
TiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays, open on public holidays) 
unTil: April 30, 2017
Venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
AdMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

ciTy, iMpression: exHibiTion of old MAcAo 
pHoTos
TiMe: 9am-9pm (Open on public holidays)
unTil: May 21, 2017 
Venue: Temporary Exhibition Gallery of IACM, 
No. 163, Av. Almeida Ribeiro 
AdMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

MAcAo ArTs WindoW 2017: unTiTled 
TrAVel – Works of lin Ge
TiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: May 14, 2017 
Venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
AdMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

ArTisTic crAfTsMAnsHip of our AncesTors 
- exHibiTion of ArcHAeoloGicAl relics of 
TAipA And coloAne
TiMe: 10am-6am daily (Last admission at 5:30pm, 
closed on Mondays) 
Address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
AdMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

pHoToGrApHs of old TeMples in MAcAu
TiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: July 16, 2017 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
MuseuM AdMission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

loVe of MAcAu – pHoToGrApHs by lee 
kunG kiM
TiMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays)
unTil: July 9, 2017 
Venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
MuseuM AdMission: MOP5 (Free on Sundays 
and public holidays) 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

 

this day in history

A flash flood of fruit juice from a beverage plant in southern 
Russia has flowed into a town’s streets and into the River Don.

The Prosecutor’s Office in the Lipetsk region said in a state-
ment that the roof of PepsiCo’s Lebedyansky factory collapsed 
yesterday, injuring two people. Later on yesterday, rescue work-
ers were still working to clear debris from the factory floor.

The prosecutors said several tons of fruit juice had been spilled, 
and local media posted videos of torrents of a pinkish substance 
streaming down the streets. Authorities said they were monitor-
ing pollution levels in the River Don, one of Russia’s longest, after 
the juice was reported to have spilled into the river.

Pepsico did not immediately respond to requests for comment.

 Offbeat
torrents of juice flood russian 
town after factory accident 

The US President, Ronald Reagan, has landed in China at 
the start of a six-day visit - the first by an American presi-
dent since Nixon in 1972. 

He arrived with his wife, Nancy Reagan, just after 1400 lo-
cal time (0600 GMT), and was driven to Tiananmen Square, 
in the centre of the Chinese capital, Beijing, for a welcoming 
ceremony outside the Great Hall of the People. 

He was greeted by the Chinese President, Li Xiannian, to 
the deafening sound of a 21-gun salute. 

Mr Li told Mr Reagan he shared his view of the importance 
of the Pacific region, referring to a comment made by Mr 
Reagan in a statement before his arrival. 

President Reagan then attended a banquet given in his 
honour by President Li. 

Mr Reagan used the occasion to speak, in Chinese, about 
the need for “mutual respect and benefit” between China 
and the United States. 

The president is accompanied in China by a party of more 
than 600 journalists, aides, secret service men and officials 
who guard the codes for launching nuclear missiles. 

The talks start tomorrow, and are expected to address a 
variety of subjects. 

The White House spokesman, Larry Speakes, said the 
United States and China are expected to reach an agree-
ment to assist US companies in helping develop commer-
cial nuclear power in China. 

But there is no sign of any compromise over the key issue 
of Taiwan. 

The government-controlled People’s Daily newspaper has 
today re-stated the view of the Chinese government that 
relations with America are being held back by Washington’s 
support for the Kuomintang nationalist regime in Taiwan. 

Until Nixon’s visit in 1972 Washington only recognised the 
ousted nationalist government in Taiwan, where it had been 
forced into exile after being overthrown by communist for-
ces in 1949. 

Nixon, however, signed the Shanghai Communique, whi-
ch for the first time recognised the communist government 
in Beijing. It resulted in diplomatic relations between the two 
countries for the first time, as well as the transfer of diplo-
matic recognition to Beijing as the Chinese capital. 

Washington still continues to support Taiwan, however, 
and maintains unofficial links, including the sale of arms, 
to the frustration and anger of the communist leadership 
in Beijing.

 
Courtesy BBC news

1984 reagan arrives in china

in context
There was, as expected, no agreement on the key issue of Taiwan. Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping told President Reagan the US “should not interfere” 
in the process of reunifying China. 
The Sino-American relationship is widely seen as one of the most impor-
tant bilateral relationships in the world, and has gone through many ups 
and downs. 
Perhaps the lowest point was the Chinese army’s brutal suppression of 
student democracy protests in Tiananmen Square in 1989. US-China rela-
tions were frozen for almost 10 years. 
There have also been several difficult incidents, such as the Nato bombing 
of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade in 1999, and the collision of a US spy 
plane with a Chinese jet in 2001. 
Washington continues to supply Taiwan with arms, and there is still little 
progress towards addressing persistent criticisms of China’s human rights 
record. 
But China’s campaign for wider global acceptance resulted in its member-
ship of the World Trade Organisation in 2001. 
Diplomacy between the two countries still remains fraught with difficul-
ties, and looks set to remain a delicate balancing act for the foreseeable 
future.

cineteatro
26 apr - 29 apr

sChoCk wave
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: herman yau
starring:  andy lau, Jiang wu, Philip keung, ron ng 
language: Cantonese (english and Chinese)
duration:119min

fasT & furious 8
room 2
2:30, 9:15pm
director: f. gary gray
starring:  vin diesel, Jason statham, dwayne Johnson  
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 136min

The boss baby
room 2
5:00, 7:30pm
director: Tom Mcgrath
starring:   alec baldwin, steve buscemi, Jimmy kimmel   
language: Cantonese (english)
duration: 97min

brain on fire
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: gerard barrett
starring:   Chloë Moretz, richard armitage, Jenny slate  
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 95min

macau tower
13 apr - 26 apr

fasT & furious 8
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
director: f. gary gray
starring:  vin diesel, Jason statham, dwayne Johnson  
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 136min



wed 26.04.2017

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 macau’s leading newspaper 17
 

th Anniversary

 

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS

SUDoKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omaCross: 1- Basilica area; 5- Grazing sites; 9- Burning gas; 14- Slather plaster 

on the upper surface of a room; 15- Ed and Mel of baseball; 16- Devoured; 17- 
Carnival; 19- Herring type; 20- Frozen dessert; 21- March honoree, briefly; 22- 
Remove spots; 23- Hook’s helper; 24- Believer’s suffix; 25- Began; 28- Debonair; 
31- october birthstones; 32- Russian space station; 34- Fencing blade; 35- The 
cruelest month?; 36- Prepare a stamp; 37- ___ favor; 38- Dined at home; 39- San 
___, California; 40- Naught; 42- Cul-de-___; 43- Slippery fish; 44- Where junk 
may be held; 48- Unit of weight in gemstones; 50- Mild personality disorder; 
51- Cut into small pieces; 52- Self-styled; 53- Sonata movement; 54- Director 
Riefenstahl; 55- Dimensions; 56- Parody; 57- Butter alternative; 58- Notable 
periods;
 
down: 1- Bitterly pungent; 2- Freedom from war; 3- Fathers; 4- optional; 5- 
Go ballistic; 6- Patriot Allen; 7- Energy 
source; 8- Compass reading; 9- Rankles; 
10- Little flap; 11- Gillette razor; 12- 
Potatoes’ partner; 13- Tolkien creature; 
18- Delete; 21- Little; 23- Stigma; 25- 
Parsley piece; 26- Discharge; 27- Gaming 
cubes; 28- Equinox mo.; 29- Atop; 30- 
Flying start?; 31- Unfolds; 33- “Citizen 
Kane” studio; 35- Leaning; 36- Ball game; 
38- Leading; 39- New Zealand native; 
41- Shipworm; 42- Workroom; 44- River 
that flows through Paris; 45- Light ___; 
46- District in Tokyo; 47- ___ Park, Colo.; 
48- Karate blow; 49- Florence’s river; 50- 
Seasonal song; 51- Gown renters: Abbr.; 
52- ___-pitch softball; 

Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEfUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max CondiTion

China

world

1
5
7
4
9

drizzle
clear/cloudy

cloudy/overcast
overcast/cloudy

overcast/heavy rain

12
7
14
2
11
2
12
17
11
13
13
16
12
17
16
18

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Early in the morning, if you can 
devote some time to figuring 
out a few shortcuts, you will be 
able to free up valuable time in 
the afternoon to get more work 
done. 

April 20-May 20
Don’t get involved with anything 
you’re not totally sure of. Stay a bit 
cautions through the end of the week, 
and you’ll be able to avoid some bad 
investments, unwise purchases and 
friction-filled social events.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Solutions are easy to come by 
today, in part because your sixth 
sense is especially keen. Your 
strong ability to interpret signals 
and read subtext will come in 
handy today.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today, while working in a team 
environment, you’ll need to work a 
little bit harder to come up with new 
ideas. It seems that group-think has 
taken over, and no one is able to think 
innovatively - including you.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your imagination is quite vivid right 
now, but try not to let it lead you too far 
into a fantasy world, particularly when 
you meet someone new. You need to 
keep your feet on the ground and base 
decisions only on the facts at hand.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Trial and error is a very effective 
way to learn, so remember that 
if a few of your experiments go 
awry today. These aren’t failures 
- they are wonderful learning 
opportunities!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Hang on tight, because your 
creativity is about to skyrocket! 
Today you’ll be able to find multiple 
ways to add more fun, color, music 
and beauty to your life with little (if 
any) effort.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Mistakes happen, and assumptions 
are made from time to time - there’s 
no harm in that. Take this as the 
universe’s suggestion that you open 
your mind and give things a chance 
before you turn them down.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Strangers have the potential to be 
very inspiring right now - but you 
need to interact with them to uncover 
what they have to offer. Interactions 
and conversations don’t have to be 
deep to be illuminating.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your actions will impress people 
today, even though you may not 
completely understand why. Lately 
you’ve been pleasing people and 
making a major impact without 
even trying.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today, it’s time to trust yourself 
and take a risk. Deep down inside, 
you know you have everything you 
need to get what you want, and 
your inner self may be trying to 
communicate this.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Do not be afraid to be compared with 
someone (anyone) else today - you 
will come out on top every time, no 
matter what the judging criteria are. 
Your brilliance is exceptionally shiny 
today. 

  Aquarius Pisces

20
22
20
9
18
16
22
22
22
21
19
20
25
25
26
24

8
19
17
16
16

overcast
clear/cloudy

smoggy
drizzle

overcast/cloudy
shower/cloudy

overcast/cloudy
shower/overcast

shower
cloudy/shower

cloudy/overcast
drizzle
cloudy

clear
cloudy
cloudy
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Dale Earnhardt Jr., 
NASCAR’s most po-

pular driver, announced 
yesterday that he will re-
tire at the end of the sea-
son.

The two-time Daytona 
500 winner set an after-
noon news conference 
with team owner Rick 
Hendrick to discuss his 
decision. Hendrick Mo-
torsports said in a news 
release that Earnhardt 
informed his team of his 
decision early Tuesday.

A third-generation NAS-

AuTo rACing

NASCAR star Dale Earnhardt Jr. 
to retire at end of season

CAR driver, Earnhardt 
has been plagued by con-
cussions the last several 
years, and he missed half 
of last season recovering 
from the latest head in-
jury. It’s caused him to 
delay contract talks on an 
extension to drive the No. 
88 Chevrolet, and now he 
appears ready to call it 
quits.

Earnhardt turns 43 in Oc-
tober, was married during 
the offseason and has sta-
ted he wants a family. He’s 
become a vocal advocate 

for research of sports-rela-
ted brain injuries.

Earnhardt has won 
NASCAR’s most popular 
driver award a record 14 
times. He has 26 career 
Cup victories, and that 
includes a pair of wins in 
the Daytona 500.

Earnhardt is a two-time 
champion in NASCAR’s 
second-tier series. But 
the son of the late seven-
time champion has never 
won a Cup title.

Earnhardt has driven 
for Hendrick since 2008 

after a nasty split with 
Dale Earnhardt Inc., the 
team founded by his fa-
ther but run by his step-
mother. He was unhappy 
with the direction of DEI 
since his father’s 2001 
death in a last-lap acci-
dent at the Daytona 500, 
and a frosty relationship 
with his stepmother led 
him to bolt to NASCAR’s 
most powerful team.

Hendrick Motorsports 
said Earnhardt first dis-
cussed retirement with 
his boss on March 29.

Earnhardt made his first 
career Cup Series start on 
May 30, 1999, at Charlo-
tte Motor Speedway. The 
Kannapolis native is in 

his 18th full-time season 
at the Cup level and he 
made his 600th career se-
ries start earlier this year 
at California. AP

Steve Douglas, Manchester

Friday, 3:00am
Man City v Man United
H 1.92, D 3.8, A 4.4

It’s at this stage of the sea-
son, when games seem to 
matter more and trophies 
are on the line, where Man-

chester City was relying on Pep 
Guardiola coming into his own.

After all, this was the acclaimed 
serial winner who was going to 
“transform our team to a whole 
new level,” according to chair-
man Khaldoon Al Mubarak as 
he welcomed the Spanish coach 
to City amid much fanfare last 
June.

Guardiola has come up short.
Over the past six weeks, five 

of City’s seven games have been 
high-profile showdowns across 
three competitions — Monaco in 
the Champions League, Arsenal 
in the FA Cup semifinals, and 
Liverpool, Arsenal and Chelsea 
in the English Premier League — 
and City has failed to win a single 
one. Overall, in 11 league games 
against the current top seven this 
season, City has won just two of 
them.

There is another blockbuster 
looming, a derby against archri-
val Manchester United tomor-
row [Friday, 3am]], and City da-
res not lose.

Guardiola is feeling the heat as 
he faces up to a first season wi-
thout winning a major trophy in 
a nine-year coaching career that 
started spectacularly at Barcelo-
na and continued at Bayern Mu-
nich.

City was eliminated by Monaco 
in the last 16 of the Champions 
League, knocked out of the FA 
Cup by Arsenal on Sunday, and 
is only in fourth place in the Pre-
mier League — the final Cham-
pions League qualification spot 
— with five games left.

Lose to United at Etihad Sta-
dium and there’s a real chance 

Manchester City manager Pep Guardiola

FooTBALL

Manchester Derby: Guardiola 
coming up short in the big games

City will not even qualify for the 
Champions League next season, 
which would be a calamity for a 
club of its ambition and financial 
power, not to mention a huge 
embarrassment for Guardiola.

United makes the short jour-
ney across town on a 23-match 
unbeaten run in the Premier 
League, only now a point behind 
City in fifth place and with its 
aura gradually being restored 
under Jose Mourinho, Guardio-
la’s old foe from their time at the 
Spanish league with Real Madrid 
and Barcelona.

Mourinho thrives on these sor-
ts of occasions, delivering tactical 
masterclasses this season nota-
bly in grinding Liverpool’s pro-
lific attack to a halt at Anfield in 
October, and outwitting league 
leader Chelsea in a 2-0 win this 
month.

In this department, namely 
getting results in the big games, 
Mourinho is outclassing Guar-
diola.

So where has Guardiola been 
going wrong?

Arsenal hadn’t come from 
behind to win a game against any 
of England’s big six — City, Uni-
ted, Chelsea, Tottenham, and Li-
verpool — since late 2012. Until 
it played City on Sunday, that is.

Losing in that way to a side as 
fragile as Arsenal currently is 
highlights an issue that is be-
coming apparent at City under 
Guardiola: Managing games.

City was 1-0 up and in command 
against Chelsea in a home league 
game in December, only to con-
cede three goals through poor 
defending in the final half-hour 
and lose 3-1. City was 2-0 ahead 
at home to Tottenham in Ja-

nuary, lost control, and drew 2-2.
Guardiola knows this is an is-

sue. Even against Sunderland, a 
match City comfortably won 2-0 
in March, Guardiola was unha-
ppy with his players for coasting 
through the final 25 minutes.

City needs to add some steel 
and team shape to its pretty foo-
tball.

Guardiola can sound like a 
broken record when he lamen-
ts his side’s failure to finish off 
chances.

“It happened many times, but 
it is what it is: We have to score 
and we didn’t,” he said after the 
FA Cup loss to Arsenal.

The most obvious example 
was Kevin De Bruyne hitting the 
crossbar from point-blank ran-
ge when City was 1-0 up at the 
Etihad against Chelsea, which 
went on to equalize moments la-

ter.
In the league game against 

Everton, City came away with 
just a 1-1 draw after missing two 
penalties and scoring from just 
one of its 19 second-half shots.

City owns some of the most co-
veted attacking players around, 
but their lack of ruthlessness has 
infuriated Guardiola.

Particularly with captain Vin-
cent Kompany injured for much 
of the season, City hasn’t had an 
obdurate enough defense to be 
able to sit back and see out ga-
mes.

Nor has goalkeeper Clau-
dio Bravo’s shot-stopping or 
command of the area been strong 
enough to bring reassurance in 
pressure moments.

Guardiola’s “attack at all costs” 
mentality might not help in this 
regard, either.

All managers can point to mo-
ments of misfortune during ga-
mes, but Guardiola has had a le-
gitimate sense of grievance with 
certain key occasions.

Notably the shove on City win-
ger Raheem Sterling by Kyle 
Walker in Tottenham’s area mo-
ments before Spurs equalized in 
the 2-2 draw in January.

Against Arsenal, City had a goal 
wrongly disallowed when it was 
0-0 in the cup semifinal and cou-
ld have been awarded a stoppa-
ge-time penalty for handball 
against Nacho Monreal in the 
league fixture.

Guardiola tries to make a point 
of not openly complaining about 
referees, but his exasperation 
can be clear in the technical area. 
AP / oddschecker.com
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EurozonE dEficit down to lowEst 
lEvEl sincE Early 2008

Following years of budget restraint, particularly 
in Greece, government deficits across the 19-coun-
try eurozone has fallen to its lowest level since be-
fore the most acute phase of the global financial 
crisis, official figures showed yesterday.

According to statistics agency Eurostat, the eu-
rozone’s deficit, which represents the difference 
between revenue and expenditure, was equivalent 
to 1.4 percent of the region’s annual gross domes-

tic product in the fourth quarter of 2016, down 
from 1.6 percent in the previous quarter. The la-
test drop was largely due to lower expenditure by 
governments.

The fourth quarter rate is the lowest since the 
first quarter of 2008, when it was also 1.4 per-
cent — prior-year figures have been adjusted to 
account for new members to the eurozone since 
then, such as Slovakia and Lithuania.

35-55
Moderate

50-70
Moderate

50-70
Moderate

opinion

Another wAy of supporting new 
smAll And medium enterprises

Rightly so, Macau government policies support 
the creation of new small and medium enterprises. 
Successful new businesses can create more jobs 
and wealth if they have an international focus, es-
pecially in a place as small as Macau. If you want 
to be your own boss and open a new restaurant, 
then set your sights on opening a chain of restau-
rants in Macau, the Pearl River Delta and beyond 
and not just one little local restaurant.

As one way of supporting new businesses the 
Macau government has the Young Entrepreneurs 
Aid Scheme, which is a good idea but which also 
has several problems as I outlined in an earlier 
article some time ago. The Scheme is for inte-
rest free loans, but each loan is limited to a ma-
ximum of MOP300,000 and requires a guarantor. 
In this way the government is acting very much 
like a conventional Asian bank, which usually 
require extensive guarantees before extending 
loans. The need for such guarantees is a major 
stumbling block for most aspiring young entre-
preneurs because it puts the risk of the venture 
onto the guarantor, who is likely to be an older 
family member. Something that leads to more risk 
sharing with the capital provider would be better 
approach.

For many new small businesses the major need 
for funding is to buy operating equipment and, of-
ten to a lesser extent, stock. For example, a new 
restaurant needs kitchen equipment, air-conditio-
ners, furniture and so on which must be purcha-
sed and set up before opening. It also needs wine 
and food, but the value of these raw materials is 
not so high, and they can quickly be transformed 
into sales.

In many parts of the world operating equipment 
can initially be rented to reduce capital expendi-
tures and free up more money to purchase initial 
working stock. For example, in Australia new hos-
pitality businesses can go to SilverChef (www.sli-
verchef.com.au) to negotiate a rental agreement 
for the equipment they need to buy. SilverChef 
then buys the equipment and rents it to the new 
business, and at the end of the rental agreement 
the business can choose to buy the equipment, or 
SilverChef keeps it for re-rental or sale. Similarly, 
if you buy computer or other electronic equipment 
from Dixons Electronics in the UK, a company cal-
led ThinkSmart (thinksmartworld.com) will give 
you trade finance so you can pay for it over 6-24 
months.

Of course, using these financial arrangemen-
ts increase the total cost of the equipment, but 
spreads the payment over a long period of time. 
This is often very beneficial for new businesses 
because it frees up initial capital for other uses. 
The rentor also shares in the risk of the new bu-
siness by owning the equipment, and so has a 
strong interest in evaluating new customers and 
the viability of their business proposals. In Austra-
lia and elsewhere these kind of equipment rental/
leasing arrangements are very popular with small 
businesses because of their risk sharing nature 
and the way that they spread capital investment 
over time.

This kind of equipment financing does not seem 
to be used much in Macau, but it can significantly 
ease the initial capital burden on new busines-
ses. Maybe the Macau government could con-
sider underwriting local banks or set up a new 
financial institution to provide these kinds of fi-
nancial services to businesses as a way of hel-
ping local businesses to develop and diversify? 
Given the experience elsewhere I am sure that 
they would be very popular with budding local 
entrepreneurs.

Macau Matters
Richard Whitfield 

sweden A Swedish 
court yesterday 
sentenced three 
men aged 18-24 for 
participating in a gang 
rape that was streamed 
live on a closed 
Facebook group. one 
of the men was given a 
sentence of 27 months 
for rape and assistance 
to rape. The others 
were given respectively 
one year — which was 
halved because he was 
a minor at the time of 
the crime — and six 
months. Two of the men 
are Afghan citizens and 
the third is a Swedish 
citizen of Afghan 
descent.

aTlanTiC oCean 
Authorities say two 
crew members are 
dead after an explosion 
on a ship in the North 
Atlantic ocean. The 
u.S. Coast guard said 
in a statement that the 
captain of the Tamar, 
a 623-foot Marshall 
islands-flagged bulk 
carrier, reported an 
explosion in the forward 
storeroom yesterday. 
The captain reported 
that one crew member 
was killed and three 
suffered massive burns. 
A second crewmember 
later died. The fire is 
extinguished, but the 
cause is unknown.

las vegas Elton 
John has cancelled 
more than a month 
of upcoming shows 
after contracting an 
unusual bacterial 
infection during a South 
America tour that left 
him in intensive care 
for two nights. John is 
scrapping all upcoming 
April and May dates 
of “The Million 
Dollar Piano” at the 
Colosseum at Caesars 
Palace in Las Vegas, as 
well as performance on 
May 6 in Bakersfield, 
California. The 
“rocket Man” and 
“Daniel” singer says 
in a statement that he 
became “violently ill.”

Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu yes-

terday canceled a meeting 
with the visiting German 
foreign minister over the 
latter’s plans to sit down 
with Israeli rights groups, 
sparking a rare diplomatic 
feud with one of Israel’s 
closest and most impor-
tant allies.

The last-minute cance-
llation cast a cloud over a 
visit that had been meant 
to draw attention to years 
of friendship between the 
two countries and coinci-
ded with Israel’s annual 
Holocaust memorial day.

An Israeli official said 
Netanyahu was upset that 
German Foreign Minister 
Sigmar Gabriel was mee-
ting with Breaking the 
Silence, a whistleblower 
group critical of Israe-
li military actions in the 
West Bank. The Israeli of-
ficial spoke on condition of 
anonymity pending a for-
mal announcement.

At a news conference 
with Israel’s president, 
Gabriel made no men-
tion of Netanyahu’s snub. 
But earlier, he had said it 
would be “regrettable” if 
Netanyahu canceled their 
planned talks in Jerusa-

lem.
“It would be regrettable if 

there were a cancellation,” 
he told Germany’s ZDF 
television. “But it’s not as 
though it would be a catas-
trophe for me. I have been 
in this country so often 
and have a lot of friends, 
and it wouldn’t change my 
relationship with Israel.”

“You can’t get a proper 
and comprehensive pictu-
re in any country on Ear-
th if you only meet in go-
vernment offices,” added 
Gabriel. “I can’t imagine 
that we would not do such 
things in the future just to 
get government appoint-
ments.”

Gabriel has been Ger-
many’s foreign minister 

since January and its vice 
chancellor since 2013. This 
is his first visit to Israel in 
the new job.

Breaking the Silence is 
a group of former Israeli 
combat soldiers opposed 
to Israel’s nearly 50-year 
occupation of the West 
Bank. The group publishes 
testimony, often anony-
mous, about what former 
soldiers say is the dark un-
derbelly of service in the 
Palestinian territories.

Israeli leaders oppose the 
group’s work, citing the 
anonymity of the claims 
and its outreach efforts to 
foreign audiences. They 
say there are better, more 
legitimate ways to criticize 
the army. AP

Netanyahu cancels 
meeting with German 
foreign minister

Weeby winners. Lady Gaga performs a tribute to David Bowie at the Grammy Awards in LA. Gaga’s tribute 
won a pair of Webby Awards announced yesterday. “Pokemon Go” got game of the year award, and The 

Women’s March (the day after Trump’s inauguration) is being honored as Webby Social Movement of the Year.
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German foreign Minister, Sigmar Gabriel (left) during his meeting 
with Israel’s President, Reuven Rivlin at the President’s residence in 
Jerusalem yesterday


