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Donald Trump and
Russian President
Viadimir Putin will speak
by phone today [Macau
time], their first known
conversation since the
U.S. missile strikes on

a Syrian air base that
sparked new tensions
between Washington and
Moscow.
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CHINA A former vice
governor of a province

is dismissed from

public office for alleged
superstitious activities and
trading power for sex and
money.

KOREAS TENSION China
urges the United States

and North Korea to re-
establish contact “as soon
as possible” to avoid further
escalation of tensions over
the North’s nuclear program.
Meanwhile, President
Donald Trump opened the
door to a future meeting
with North Korea’s Kim Jong
Un.
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JAPAN Asia needs all the
help it can get in fighting

poverty as both wealthy and .

poor nations grapple with e m——
widening inequality, Bank e
of Japan Gov. Haruhiko - e SR
Kuroda [pictured] says.

Kuroda welcomes China’s
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Wages of construction
workers increases

The average daily wage of construction
workers increased by 1.8 percent quarter-
to-quarter to MOP830 in the first quarter
of 2017. According to information from
the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC),
the average daily wage of non-resident
construction workers (MOP750) rose

by 4 percent quarter-to-quarter, and

that of resident construction workers
(MOP1,045) edged up by 0.4 percent.
Regarding construction materials, the
average price of concrete fell by 5 percent
quarter-to-quarter to MOP783 per cubic
meter, while that of spiral and round
reinforcing steel bars rose by 1.9 percent
to MOP4,590 per tonne.

More illegal workers
in first quarter

The Public Security Police Force (PSP)
announced yesterday that 67 illegal
workers were found in March this year.
During this month the PSP, along with
the Labor Affairs Bureau (DSAL) and
other departments have co-organized
actions to combat the influx of illegal
workers. The departments inspected
472 locations, including construction
plots, private buildings, commercial and
industrial locations, among other places.
Last February, the departments inspected
386 locations, which resulted in the
identification of 47 illegal workers. Prior
to last January, only 21 illegal workers
were found from the 557 locations the
departments inspected. The first three
months of 2017 saw 135 illegal workers
arrested. In the first quarter of 2016, the
departments found 106 illegal workers,
and inspected 1,175 locations.

Parking lot temporarily
closed at airport

The Macau International Airport
announced that its north car park is
temporarily closed for public use from
May 5 to May 10 due to security purposes.
Passengers who are planning to come

to the airport by private cars during

the above-mentioned period, shall be
aware that limited parking lots for public
use are available at the South car park.
Nonetheless, extra time may be required
when queuing at the airport car park. The
airport would like to remind passengers to
consider using the nearby car park located
in the Pac On Ferry Terminal.
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May Day protests
dominated by
non-labor issues

Renato Marques

E demonstrations that
took place on May 1 (Labor
Day) this year were dominated
by protesters demanding solu-
tions from the government on
non-labor related issues. The
majority of those taking to the
streets to voice their concerns
were doing so regarding the
“Pearl Horizon” case.

According to the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP) there
were, in the several demons-
trations, a total of around
2,600 people. The PSP noted
that the protests went off wi-
thout disturbance or any pro-
blems being registered.

A group of Pearl Horizon
project homeowners accoun-
ted for a significant number of
those participating in the pro-
test. They took this opportuni-
ty to once more express their
discontent for the non-resolu-
tion of the case.

Speaking to TDM, the leader
of the demonstrating group
and head of the Pear]l Horizon
Condominium Owners United
Association, Kou Meng Pok
said that the decision to mar-
ch on May 1 had nothing to
do with the upcoming visit of
the chairman of the Standing
Committee of National Peo-
ple’s Congress, Zhang Dejiang,
to Macau.

“Let’s say, Zhang’s visit is
separate from our demands.
I was told that we should take
some action during his visit,
but we think it’s unnecessary,”
he said, adding, “we should
exercise caution when Chine-
se leaders are in town. Some-
times you just have to give it
some time and patience.”

Another group protesting on
the day was the one from the
Macau Family Reunion Asso-
ciation that continued to urge
the government to address
their demands of granting
MSAR citizenship to their ma-
jor descendants.

In small number, groups of
workers also took the oppor-
tunity to continue to petition
for policies that further res-
tricted the hiring of imported

RENATO MARQUES

labor as a way to protect resi-
dent workers’ jobs, which they
think are being threatened by
the imported workers.

This year, the traditional
“May Day” demonstration ga-
thered less participants and
many of the associations and
groups that usually take the
streets on the day to voice
their demands were absent.
Protests were centered on the
Pearl Horizon case, which is
not linked to the demands that
are usually voiced on Labor
Day.
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The pan-
democratic
side seems
to be facing
an internal
conflict.

LARRY SO

According to sociologist Lar-
ry So, “the Pearl Horizon topic
is of a major concern, espe-
cially for the [home] owners
but at the same time, and due
to the recent issue regarding
the public housing that invol-
ves at least 61 families [which
risk to lose the house they bou-
ght] by a contract cancellation
from the government. And this
kind of affects people and there
is a sense that if they pressure
harder the government will do
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Kou Meng Pok (center) marches along with Pearl Horizon protesters
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something,” he noted saying
that this affinity with the topic
might lead more people to join
in this kind of event.

“On top of that May 1 is
known to be a day where as-
sociations and groups can
demonstrate and show their
force [strength] so it is com-
mon that they will join toge-
ther to look larger to pressure
the government to solve the
problem,” So told the Times,
adding that the lack of groups
protesting on direct labor is-
sues might have to do with the
fact that, “employment rate is
very good and I would risk to
say that people do not consider
this a primary problem in Ma-
cau society.” Still according to
So, the only remaining issue to
be addressed is related to “the
foreigner workers that are fea-
red to be occupying the jobs of
locals.” He thinks that this is
the only labor issue and that it
is only drawing the attention of
some people.

So also mentioned that,
apart from all these issues,
“the pan-democratic side
seems to be facing an internal
conflict. They do have issues
they need to resolve internally
before they launch any kind
of campaign. Seems like the
young generations and the ol-
der ones are not looking each
other in the eyes and in term
way they do not have a united
position that they can take ou-
tside.” So also added, “Trade
Unions [that could have inte-
rests on the matter] since day

one showed they have no inte-
rest in marching in the streets
and they are more interested
in carnivals and other kind of
events,” the sociologist con-
cluded.

On the side of the pan-demo-
crats, Scott Chiang, president
of the New Macau Association
(ANM), told the Times that he
understands the trouble of the
Pearl Horizon buyers and that
he can understand why they
are protesting and acknow-
ledged their right to do it. He
qualified his understanding by
saying that the topic is already
a bit wasted and that potential
solutions had already been
mentioned for the case.

“Of course I feel sympathy for
them as they put their money
on something and they feel to
have been deceived. But I think
they should keep their options
open [regarding getting a mo-
netary compensation] since it
may be too optimistic to think
they will get a house [unit],”
Chiang said. “I think that’s
the only problem we should
be talking about,” remarking,
“we should talk more on la-
bor rights and working con-
ditions but I guess we are in
2017 [election year] so I guess
everybody is a little concerned
in deciding what to do.”

Adding to the issues alrea-
dy mentioned, Chiang adds,
“people are getting too sensi-
tive in Macau,” he said men-
tioning that many people are
getting afraid to participate
in demonstrations and beco-
ming associated with a certain
group, “I think many people
are thinking about these thin-
gs and that’s why this year not
many people are trying to ad-
vocate on the labor right topi-
cs.” Chiang added, “it is toxic
to address labor rights (and)
especially to foreign worker la-
bor rights in Macau.”

Regarding the ANM, Chiang
said, “it was historic that New
Macau didn’t participate al-
though we did deliver a list
of problems we detected and
want to see solved regarding
labor rights.”

The president of Macau Ci-
vil Servants Association (AT-
FPM), Pereira Coutinho, also
did not participate in the de-
monstrations - in lieu Couti-
nho said the association has
chosen to spend the day in ac-
tivities with its members and
listening to their concerns.
“For us, all days are worker’s
days and we had the opportu-
nity recently to voice out our
concerns regarding the hike on
several fees,” he said.
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Lawrence Ho sees gaming
returning to 2013 peak

ACAU, the world’s

largest gaming center,
will return to its peak within
the next five years, said Mel-
co Resorts & Entertainment
Ltd.’s billionaire Chairman
Lawrence Ho.

Ho, who is also vying for
a casino license in Japan, is
“extremely bullish” on Ma-
cau, he said in an interview
on Bloomberg Television
with Haslinda Amin. “De-
finitely within the next five
years, it will grow back to
the USD45 billion gaming
market,” said Ho, who also
serves as chief executive
officer. “And that’s just the
gaming alone, because the
non-gaming part is signifi-
cant.”

Ho’s projection is one of
the most upbeat for Macau’s
gaming industry, which rea-
ched its highest annual peak
in 2013. The industry then
struggled as high-stakes
players stayed away from
China’s sole gaming hub
amid Beijing’s corruption
crackdown.

Ho was also optimistic
about the prospects of en-
tering the Japanese market.
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Lawrence Ho

Ho forecast it could “easily”
be a $20 billion market
if cities such as Osaka or
Yokohama had one or two
casino resorts.

“If it’s $20 billion divided
by two or three or four ope-
rators, that would be very
significant,” he said.

Given Japan’s potential,
Ho said Melco “will do wha-
tever it takes” to get a Japan
casino license. Earlier this
year, Ho pledged to spend
“whatever it takes” to win a
casino license in the country.

“We don’t want to put a
dollar figure on it because

ultimately, the opportu-
nity is priceless,” he said.
MDT/Bloomberg
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GAMING

Revenue gains for ninth
month with VIP rebound

ACAU'’S casino re-

venue in April grew

for a ninth mon-

th as the return of
high-stakes players to the re-
gion gained momentum.

Gross gaming receipts rose
16.3 percent to MOP20.2 billion
(USD2.5 billion), according to
data released by Macau’s Ga-
ming Inspection and Coordi-

nation Bureau this week. That
follows an 18.1 percent jump in
March and compares with the
median estimate for a 15 per-
cent increase in a Bloomberg
survey of eight analysts.
Macau’s gaming industry, whi-
ch faced a two-year slump as
high-stakes players stayed away
amid China’s corruption crack-
down, has found stability with

three consecutive months of
double-digit gains. The recovery
has been boosted by a shift to at-
tract casual gamblers and fami-
lies as casinos including Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp. and Wynn Re-
sorts Ltd. opened new resorts.
This quarter, revenue from VIP
players surged as they returned
to the tables.

Revenue from high rollers
likely grew as much as 25 per-
cent in March while earnin-
gs from casual gamblers grew
about 14 percent, according to
analyst Grant Govertsen with
Union Gaming Group LLC.

The Bloomberg Intelligence
index of Macau gaming shares
increased 8.4 percent in April
compared with a 2.1 percent
gain in the benchmark Hang
Seng Index.

“We have become incremen-
tally more bullish with the sus-
tainability of ongoing VIP trends
over recent weeks,” Govertsen
said before the release. “In the
short term, VIP is going to be the
biggest driver.” Bloomberg
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Chicken
transport to
Macau decided
by farms

The Director of the Zhuhai
Entry-Exit Inspection

and Quarantine Bureau
(ZHCIQ), Li Qingxiang,

said, in regard to the city
shortening the quarantine
process for frozen chicken
transported to Macau, that it
will be decided by the farms,
frozen markets, wholesalers
and other involved parties.
According to a report by
TDM, Li said that chicken
can preserve its fresh flavor
when it is frozen within eight
to 10 hours. Earlier, Macau’s
Civil and Municipal Affairs
Bureau expressed their hope
that Macau’s imported frozen
chicken providers could
transport their product to
Macau more quickly.

Gongbei
recorded
highest daily
crossing

The Gongbei border gate
recorded approximately
425,000 crossings last
Sunday, a number that
marks a new high at this
specific border point. The
record was set during the
second day of the Labor
Day holiday. According

to the Public Security
Police Force, on the 2016
Labor Day holiday, (until

9 p.m. of last May 1), all of
Macau’s border checkpoints
registered 419,000
crossings, of which nearly
300,000 were recorded at
Gongbei. On the first day
of the holiday, until 5 p.m.,
Macau recorded 344,000
passages across all borders.

16-year-old
girl may have
committed
suicide

A 16-year-old middle school
girl was found dead at

home and at this point it is
believed that she committed
suicide, according to a report
by TDM. The incident was
reported by Chinese media
yesterday morning. The
Education and Youth Affairs
Bureau (DSEJ) expressed
condolences and sorrow for
the death of the student.
DSEJ says that Secretary for
Culture and Social Affairs
Alexis Tam already ordered
DSEJ to investigate the
circumstances that led to the
suicide. DSEJ also contacted
a consultation organization
and the late girl’s school,
where it sent members of its
staff to assist the school.
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Singapore is top Asia-Pacific
destination for total expenditure

Lynzy Valles

INGAPORE, Bangkok and
okyo are the top three Asia
Pacific destinations that have re-
ceived the highest total expenditu-
re from international tourists.

Singapore claimed the top spot
for total expenditure at USD15.4
billion, followed by Bangkok at
USDi12.7 billion and USDi1.1
billion in Tokyo, as indicated by

MasterCard in a report that was
released last week.

Taipei and Seoul came in fourth
and fifth with total expenditures at
USDg.9 billion and USDg.4 billion
respectively. Macau is amongst
the top 20 destinations for touris-
ts from Taiwan. Recent statistics
show that package tour visitors
from Taiwan rose by 11.2 percent
year-on-year.

The report, which listed the top
20 destinations according to total
spending by international touris-
ts, indicated that five of the desti-
nations commanded more than
USD200 per day expenditure in-
cluding Hong Kong, a city requi-
ring some USD211 per day.

China is again the top source of
tourists to Asia Pacific, increasing
its share to 16.2 percent in 2016.

The country has become the top
source of tourists to Asia Pacific
since 2012 — where it contributed
9.9 percent of overnight arrivals.

Five of the top 20 origin markets
are increasing by over 10 percent a
year - Compound Annual Grow-
th Rate basis (CAGR) - in terms
of outbound growth rates to Asia
Pacific destinations between 2009
and 2016.

In 2016, Asia Pacific’s top origin
market for tourists, China, contri-
buted 55 million overnight inter-
national arrivals, a 16.2 percent
share of all tourists to the 171 desti-
nations, the report revealed.

The country also contributed
the highest number of total nigh-
ts — 17.1 percent of that total — and
expenditures that is 17.7 percent of
the total to Asia Pacific.

Figures of outbound Chinese
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Tulip exhibition at Gardens by

tourists to Asia Pacific has grown
by 25.8 percent per year for the
last seven years (CAGR basis) pro-
pelling it from the fifth most im-
portant contributor to Asia Pacific
tourists in 2009 to the most im-
portant by 2012 where it has since
retained its lead.

Meanwhile Singapore has over-
taken its long-time competition
Hong Kong, who ranked 1oth in
the MasterCard report in the cate-
gory of “total expenditure by inter-
national tourists.”

David Scowsill, CEO of the Wor-
1d Travel and Tourism Council told
CNBC, “the center of the universe
is moving to Asia,” citing growing
figures in the region.

“A lot of this [growth] is driven
by China. The Chinese market has
gone from 58 million (outbound
trips) in 2010 to 135 million now,”
the CEO recalled.

“I think the secret for both loca-

the Bay, Singapore

tions is they have to continue to
reinvent themselves with new pro-
ducts so that visitors, particularly
on the leisure side, come not once,
not twice, but continually visit the
location every three or four years,”
Scowsill said.

The number of mainland Chi-
nese tourists entering Hong Kong
decreased by seven percent in
February 2017. Yet Allan Zeman,
chairman of Lan Kwai Fong group
is optimistic about the territory’s
tourism numbers.

“I think that [tourism] seems to
have bottomed out in Hong Kong
at the moment [...] but it is rising
a bit,” Zeman said, adding that
the under construction bridge be-
tween Hong Kong, Zhuhai and
Macau would attract and connect
more visitors.

Meanwhile, the Singapore Tou-
rism Board is ensuring that it orga-
nizes a series of events throughout

the year with a view to form strate-
gic partnerships.

The board partners with Changi
Airport and Singapore Airlines,
allowing the authorities to market
its city in a robust way.

“Partnerships with Changi Air-
port and Singapore Airlines allow
us to go into the international
marketing space in a much more
concerted way and effective way,”
Lionel Yeo, CEO of the Singapore
Tourism Board, told the American
media outlet.

“We also have very good partner-
ships with JTB in Japan and Flight
Centre in Australia, and that’s hel-
ping us to drive tourists from those
destinations as well,” Yeo added.

Changi Airport — which welco-
mes some 58.7 million passengers
yearly - has been ranked the wor-
1d’s best for five consecutive years.

This year, sporting events such
as an international football cham-
pions cup will be held in the city
for the first time, and mixed-mar-
tial arts showdown UFC Fight Ni-
ght will be held in June.

The board is working to bring in
such events — a move that Hong
Kong chose not to make.

Although Hong Kong holds the
annual Rugby Sevens that attrac-
ts a significant number of touris-
ts, Zeman has stressed that the
territory needs more such events.
“I think we need to look at having
an event a month, and if we can,
become the event capital of Asia,”
he said.

Macau’s tourism strategic plan

E region’s tourism board has been working

on its master plan for the tourism sector and is

aiming to finalize its Macau Tourism Industry De-
velopment Master Plan by July.

The Macao Government Tourism Office (MGTO)

had previously announced that enhancing desti-

nation promotion is one of its four main focal

points.

The Office has set a target to increase promotion
in order to attract more tourists from mid-haul
markets such as Malaysia and Indonesia this year,

as announced by the bureau’s head Helena de Sen-
na Fernandes earlier this year.
Just last month, MGTO held a tourism promo-

tion event at Kuala Lumpur, showcasing Macau’s

offerings.

In a bid to place the region on the map of world
tourism, MGTO will seek to host major tourism

-related conferences and exhibitions, such as the

Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) Travel Mart
that will be held in the territory this September.
The budget for 2017 will total MOP1.44 billion.

Clinic prescribes ointment containing unlabeled ingredients

NE private clinic lo-
cated in the vicinity
of Areia Preta has been
reported by the Health
Bureau (SSM) for pres-
cribing a self-made ec-
zema ointment for chil-
dren, which contains
steroids, according to a
statement by SSM relea-
sed last week.
The story was originally

reported by Chinese me-
dia Macau Concealers.

According to the report,
a parent of a child diag-
nosed with eczema said
that the medicine was
claimed to contain no
steroids, even though its
side effects were “seriou-
sly obvious.”

“I have a friend who is
a nurse, she thought that

the medicine was really
magical; the eczema on
the baby turned better
after applying it twice or
three times. However, if I
stop using it, the eczema
comes back again, whi-
ch is very similar to the
behavior of steroids.”

At home, the parent
then tested the medicine
to determine whether or

not it contained steroids
and obtained positive re-
sults.

When questioned by the
parent, the clinic denied
his test results.

SSM have stated that it
has sent staff to the clinic
and collected samples of
the medicine for further
observations.

SSM confirmed that

“evidences show that the
clinic is suspected of pro-
viding patients ointment
containing unlabeled in-
gredients.”

SSM also says that if
there is any evidence in-
dicating that the incident
was prompted by crimi-
nal behavior, SSM will re-
port the case and forward
it to other departments.
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Association calls election
watchdog to set binding
rules for casinos

HE Macau Civil Ser-

vants Association

(ATFPM) has urged

the Electoral Affairs
Commission for the Legislative
Assembly Election (CAEAL) to
issue clear and binding rules
to all gaming concessionaires
and similar entities, in order
to disallow them to advertise,
lead or influence the vote of the
citizens in a specific candidate
or list for the upcoming Legis-
lative Assembly (AL) elections.

The letter, addressed to the
CAEAL by Chairman of the Ge-
neral Assembly of ATFPM Rita
Santos, calls for the full respect
of Article 10 of the Electoral
Law in order to “assure the
neutrality and impartiality in
the elections.”

The ATFPM also requested
the matter be addressed in an
upcoming plenary meeting of
the CAFAL, where a formal
reply to the matter should be
given.

Santos recalls that between
2005 and 2013, “several high
officials from gaming con-

RENATO MARQUES

CAEAL president Tong Hio Fong

cessionaires and VIP casinos
[rooms] have interfered di-
rectly in the electoral campaign
‘forcing,” ‘coercing’ and promi-
sing several advantages such as
salary raises and other benefits
in case their workers decide to
vote for a particular list running
for the direct elections.”

She added that in 2013, “lea-

flets of some contesting lists
were distributed in the casinos’
staff canteens and in the locker
areas” in addition to other ille-
gal acts that occurred without
any action or intervention of
the CAEAL. These acts, accor-
ding to Santos, “were also not
yet adequately addressed in or-
der to not be repeated.”

The issue was discussed on at
least two previous occasions,
the first being the April 12 mee-
ting that the CAEAL organized
with the lawmakers at the AL.
The second occasion was the
ceremony that officially ini-
tiated procedures for the AL
election candidacy which was
questioned by the lawmaker
Pereira Coutinho.

On both occasions, CAEAL
representatives stated that ga-
ming concessionaires are not
allowed to promote or adver-
tise candidates and lists on the
premises of the gaming opera-
tors, and called on them to fully
comply with the law.

In the latter event, CAEAL
president Tong Hio Fong, no-
ted that “besides the fact that
it’s not possible to do electoral
campaigns in the casinos, all
the campaign materials should
be submitted to CAEAL in ad-
vance for approval.”

Tong noted that the use of any
unapproved materials is illegal
and that offending promoters
would incur penalties. RM

Exhibition
introduces
Venice Biennale
participation

Starting this month, the Macao
Museum of Art is participating in

the “International Art Exhibition

— La Biennale Di Venezia” for the

sixth time. Established in 1895, the
“International Art Exhibition — La
Biennale Di Venezia” is one of the
world’s most significant contemporary
art events. In order to promote the
event to the public, the museum is
hosting a related exhibition from 28
April to 12 November. The promotional
exhibition will introduce the history of
the Biennale, as well as works featured
in the exhibition “A Bonsai of My
Dreams — Works by Wong Cheng Pou.”
The exhibition is also featuring most of
the maquettes from the exhibition that
Macau is showcasing in Venice. Macau
was first invited to participate in the
Biennale in 2007. For its 57th edition,
the exhibition features 17 artworks,
including paintings and sculptures, by
local artist Wong Cheng Pou.
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e
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« Ceganiser «

Tres'Ors .« MGM Macau
Art Tour & Champagne Menu Tasting

RSVP before 2 pm on 15" May 2017
info@francemacau.com o Telk 8798 9699

= 2017 FMBA members join & MOP 330*
« uests & non-members & MOP 430°

www.francemacau.com

* Price inchades prvede art ioov, 3 coovse meny, free fow of
ChampREne and wire
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and using vouchers : From 1% May 2017 to 319 August 2018

Distribution : Bring your smast 1D card and prnt the 12 vouchers at one time from a self-sanace kiosk.

Transfer of vouchers: Vouchers can only be lransferred o baneficiary’s spouse, father, mother, =on and
daughter, who also hold a8 MSAR Pemmanent Resident Identily Card. In case a
voucher is fransferred o individual with refationship other than those defined afore,
the beneficiary should repay the voucher value and bear relevant responsibifities
arizing therefrom.

= The heaithcane vouchers are applicabls fo sendces provided by wesiem medicing praciitioners, fredifionsl Chineza
medicine practifiomersherbalisis and dentists'odomniologists, therapewdic reatmenisrehabilitalion servces and auxiliany
diagnosiic lests, valid Permanent Roesident ldentily Card showld be presanted durlng consuliation.

» Vouchers will ot bo accepted as payment for drugs, madicingl matenals, ginseng, anliar or dried seafood, purchase of
medical products (such 85 medical equipment and prosthesis), or medical senvices for cosmelic purpose.

* Vowchers are nof replaceable if lost

Address: Znd floor, China FPlaza Building, No. 804, Avenids da Praia Grande, Macau
Sernvice howrs: Monday fo Friday (except publc holidays and days exemgd from work)
S00-18:00 {remaing apen during lunch howr)

MR EMUBTRAERAELR

Sarviors, da Saicde oo Ciovarmo B Meago A gl da Moo

Websils. WWW.VS.QOV.MoO

Hotins: 2822 5050 Facurmie: 2822 3030
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The all-new Maserati Levante. The Maserati of SUVs.

The practicality and versatility of an SUV or the power and panache of a Maserati? Now you can enjoy hd
both, courtesy of the new Levante. Featuring potent 3.0 V6 diesel (Variable Geometry Turbo) A’ S E RA'T I

engine, Q4 intelligent all-wheel drive system, an 8-speed ZF transmission and sophisticated air

suspension, the Levante is every inch a refined SUV. Meanwhile, its exclusive Italian styling, [amm
luxurious interior and unigue exhaust note affirm its Maserati DNA. So that's one less difficult

decision to make.

Xin Kang Shun Motors Limited.
(Official Macau 5Sales Agent)

Rua dos Pescadores, 424, Edf. Hantec R/C, O/F, Macau
Tel: +853 2876 2787

AUTO ITALIA (HONG KONG) LTD

Kowloon Bay Showroom: G/F, First Group Centre, 14 Wang Tai Road, Kowloon Bay, Hong Kong
Wanchai Showroom: Units A-C, G/F, Meich Tower, 128 Gloucester Road, Wanchai, Hong Kong
Tel: 4852 2627 8900 | sales@maserati.com.hk

Jain us on Facebook

www.maserati,hk In Maserati Macau I
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IACM cooperates with
Food and Economic Safety

Authority of Portugal

TO implement cooperation on
food safety between Macau

and Portugal, the Civic and Mu-
nicipal Affairs Bureau (IACM)
and Food and Economic Safety
Authority (ASAE) of Portugal
held their first working meeting
in Macau yesterday.

Both sides conducted discus-
sions related to safeguarding food
safety. The discussions covered
topics such as the establishment
of a notification method for food
safety information and the esta-
blishment of more opportunities
for Macau to participate in food
safety workshops and meetings
in the European Union with Por-
tugal serving as Macau’s channel
in the European Union. The Ma-
cau side also intends to grasp the
methods and equipment required
to test food imported from Portu-
gal, to achieve consistency in test
standards in Macau and Portugal.

In October last year, the MSAR
government signed a coopera-
tion agreement on surveillance
and monitoring of food activities
with Portugal. In accordance with
the content of the agreement, the
working teams of both sides take

José Tavares (left) and Pedro Portugal Gaspar

turns to convene a working mee-
ting each year and conduct te-
chnical and operational exchan-
ges in areas such as laboratory
tests, research and studies.

To implement the content of the
concerned agreement, José Tava-
res, chairman of Administration
Committee of IACM and Pedro
Portugal Gaspar, General Inspec-
tor of ASAE of Portugal, held the
first bilateral working meeting
yesterday.

According to a statement issued
by IACM, Tavares said that the

meeting “would help to further
understand the skills, supervi-
sion and technique of food pro-
duction in both places, streng-
thening the confidence in food
trade activities between Macau
and Portugal and promoting the
food safety in Macau to attain in-
ternational level.”

After the meeting, ASAE of Por-
tugal will conduct a three week
training for practitioners in food
safety work in Macau, which will
cover law, tests and inspection,
and food safety.

Macau’s application for
UNESCO ‘Gastronomic
City’ moving ahead

E Macau government’s
application to the UNES-
CO Network of Creative Cities
(UNCC) to be included on the
list of “Gastronomic City,” is
advancing through the appli-
cation process. Secretary for
Social Affairs and Culture
Alexis Tam gave the update
on its status at the first mee-
ting of the year of the Cultural
Industries Council (CIC).

Tam mentioned that this
would be one of the govern-
ment’s important jobs in this
field as “the gastronomic cul-
ture comprises innovation,
creativity, promoting the in-
tegration of cultural creativi-
ty and gastronomic culture.”

The secretary believes that
the inclusion in the list may
help to show the world Ma-
cau's cultural diversity. In
this sense it was proposed
that the Council should form
a Task Force to address this
matter and to make recom-
mendations.

The meeting also served for
the Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC) to present promotional
works in the field of culture
and creativity.

At the meeting, the Macao
Polytechnic Institute (IPM)
presented a strategy for de-
veloping talents in cultu-
re and creativity through
its School of Arts and the
Pedagogical and Scienti-
fic Center for Cultural and
Creative Industries. The
two learning institutions
will work together on the
creation of a talent develo-
pment model that will inte-
grate creativity, population
and several other sectors.
The IPM will pay special
attention to the training of
individuals with different
skills in the creative industry
and other industries.

One of the members ad-
dressed the need to also pay
attention to the develop-
ment of talents in writing to
boost industries that rely on
creative written expression,
such as story writing and
storytelling.

A Literature Museum that
could contribute to and pro-
mote the development of the
literary panorama in Macau
was also mentioned as a way
to support young writers. RM
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Residence Cleaning
Glass Cleaning
Carpet Cleaning

Pest Control 7 !\

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Call : 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

53m pageviews per year
www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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We bring high quality of
medical service to Macau

o 2 OB OB OB oD e

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Nie Fu Zhong,
Dr. U Chong 5an, Dr. Lei Chin Chong,

4 MacauDaily

Times App
on App Slore & Google Play

“THE TIMES L A-CHANGIN'®

Dr. Kwong Man
Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong
Paediatrics : Dr. Leung Ping Maurice, Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine : Dr. Lam Kun Kuan
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin

Gastroentero-Hepatology : Dr. Zhan De Juan
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Xam Hong
Anaesthesiology : Dr. Ning Siu Kei Eric, Dr. Chan Wai Han
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

cio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

nacau.com
):00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed
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Services

TRANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms. Amy Yan

Email: amy(@ktranz.com.mo
Tel: +853 2871 6081/2 Fax: +853 2871 6084

Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edf. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, MACAU SAR
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Christopher Palmeri

FTER the recession hit, com-

anies and tourists shun-

ned the country’s largest gam-

bling hub. Now Las Vegas is on a
winning streak.

MGM Resorts International’s
stock surged to a eight-year high
last week after the casino giant
showed resurgent sales growth in
its home market, lifting earnings
above Wall Street estimates. The
results followed strong reports
from Las Vegas Sands Corp. and
Wynn Resorts Ltd., suggesting
Vegas’s comeback is here to stay --
with some help from non-bettors.

Big conventions have returned
and tourists are flocking to the
Strip’s new nightclubs and restau-
rants, as hotel operators rebrand
and refresh old Vegas landmarks
to attract new cash-paying crowds.

While the number of new casi-
nos and hotels under construction
remains well below historical nor-
ms, the city continues to invest in
non-gambling attractions, unders-

Big conventions return,
Vegas is on a winning streak

cored by the planned move of the
Oakland Raiders football team to
Las Vegas.

“Entertainment continues to be
a key driver for our company and
the primary reason people visit
our resorts,” MGM Chief Executi-
ve Officer James Murren said on a
conference call. He pointed to the
year-old T-Mobile Arena, which
will soon host the city’s first pro-
fessional hockey team, and a new
theater being built for esports.

Sands Chairman Sheldon Adel-
son said his Las Vegas casinos
reported their highest quarterly
profit since 2008. Wynn founder
Steve Wynn said his hotel rooms
in the city generated the best reve-
nue in the history of his company,
with the 75-year-old executive
announcing plans to spend $400

BLOOMBERG

The Las Vegas tip

million to $500 million building
a lake and meeting center behind
his Las Vegas casinos.

“This town is a real safe bet,”
Wynn told investors.

Executives have also learned
to operate their businesses more
efficiently. Wynn Resorts has re-
jiggered its casino floor, putting

higher-yielding games in more
prominent positions and moving
destination games like craps into
secondary locations. MGM is be-
nefiting from a multi-year efficien-
cy push that has all its Las Vegas
hotels working together to book
conventions and meetings.

But with Easter falling later this

year, MGM expects fewer conven-
tions, leading to flat second-quar-
ter revenue on the Las Vegas Strip,
Murren said. Full-year revenue
should still rise in low to mid-sin-
gle-digit percentages.

Vegas tourism, at 42.9 million
visitors in 2016, has been setting
records for the past three years.
Convention attendance was up 3.4
percent in the first quarter due to
large events like the Conexpo in
March, which drew 140,000 at-
tendees from the construction in-
dustry. Hotel room rates rose 8.3
percent in the first quarter to an
average of $140 a night, according
to the Las Vegas Convention and
Visitors Authority.

Gambling revenue on the Las
Vegas Strip, a weak spot in recent
years as casinos proliferate across
the U.S., rose 5.5 percent in the
first quarter to $1.68 billion. That
result was largely driven by bacca-
rat, a favorite game of Chinese tou-
rists, resuming its growth, accor-
ding to Brian Egger, a Bloomberg
Intelligence analyst. Bloomberg

Alitalia starts bankruptcy proceedings

/

LITALIA SpA star-
ed bankruptcy pro-
ceedings for the second
time in a decade, throwing
the survival of Italy’s flag
carrier in doubt after
workers rejected job cuts
and concessions linked to
a 2 billion-euro (USD2.2
billion) refinancing plan.
Shareholders voted una-
nimously to file for insol-
vency administration, the
carrier said in a statement
following a meeting yester-
day. Under Italian law, the
government will appoint
supervisors to turn arou-
nd the company or order
its liquidation, and may

provide stop-gap funds to
maintain operations.

Alitalia, which was main-
ly backed by Abu-Dhabi
based Etihad Airways
PJSC, last week said it had
exhausted all options to
stay solvent after workers
nixed a plan involving
1,600 job losses. The cuts
to its workforce of 12,500
employees may be even
deeper under administra-
tion, as a rescue appears
unlikely. Etihad, which
owns 49 percent of the car-
rier, said it won't extend
additional funding.

“It is clear this business
requires fundamental and

CITY OF DREAMS LAUNCHES “TRAVEL
WITHOUT LIMITS” CAMPAIGN

Macau casino resort City of
Dreams is now offering gues-
ts an opportunity to travel
anywhere in the world, 365
days a year, with the “Travel
Without Limits” campaign.

Running from April 28 to

July 22, 2017, the offer gi-
ves all guests the chance to
win special prizes including a
365-day unlimited flight pass,
a round-the-world flight pass,
and return flight tickets to a
wide range of destinations.

far-reaching  restructu-
ring to survive and grow
in future,” Etihad Chief
Executive Officer James
Hogan said in a statement.
“Without the support of
all stakeholders for that
restructuring, we are not
prepared to continue to
invest.”

Alitalia, which missed out
onaround of consolidation
that shored up other Euro-
pean flag carriers, has seen
its standing further eroded
since a previous bankrupt-
cy in 2008. Etihad’s stake
purchase, part of a 1.76
billion-euro rescue of Ali-
talia in 2014, was a major
chance as the Gulf carrier
sought to transform the
struggling carrier into a fi-
ve-star airline.

The plans never panned
out as budget rivals Rya-
nair and EasyJet further
ate into its position in
Ttaly, and a wave of terror
attacks in Europe hurt tou-

rism in the region. With
the insolvency filing, Ali-
talia’s board of directors
“acknowledged the serious
economic and financial si-
tuation of the company,”
the airline said in the sta-
tement.

The administrators will
take over the business and
present a new strategy that
may entail asset sales, re-
duced operations and job
cuts aimed at making the
airline viable within two
years. If a turnaround isn’t
possible, the administra-
tors may order the carrier
to be liquidated. The Tta-
lian government has alrea-
dy ruled out a bailout.

While Etihad withdrew
financial ~support, the
Gulf carrier said it’s rea-
dy to work with Alitalia as
a “commercial partner,”
which effectively means
that codeshare agreemen-
ts continue. Etihad pas-
sengers booked on Alitalia
flights can proceed with
travel plans as normal, it
said. Bloomberg

The lucky draw for a 365-day
unlimited flight pass takes
place at 8pm three times a
week (Tuesdays, Thursdays
and Saturdays) during the
campaign period, while gues-
ts can also win daily prizes
of return tickets to up to 10
cities around the globe.

Winners of the 365-day un-
limited flight pass will be able
to travel to every destination
they have dreamt of, all in
one incredible year.

Guests, who want a shot at
living this enviable lifestyle,
have a wealth of options at
City of Dreams, where one
entry to the draw is gran-
ted for every MOP1,000 (or
more) spent.

Guangzhou Rural Bank
said to seek IPO approval

UANGZHOU Rural

Commercial Bank Co.
plans to seek approval from
the Hong Kong stock ex-
change this week for an ini-
tial public offering, according
to people with knowledge of
the matter.

The share sale could raise
about USD1 billion, said the
people, who asked not to be
identified because the infor-
mation is private. An IPO of
that size would be the largest
from a lender in Hong Kong
since Postal Savings Bank of
China Co.’s $7.6 billion offe-
ring in September, according
to data compiled by Bloom-
berg.

The lender is among Chi-
nese regional banks, inclu-
ding Bank of Jiujiang Co.,
that are seeking Hong Kong
listings as a way to boost
their profile and raise capital
for expansion. The Asia hub

has hosted $20.8 billion of
first-time share sales from
the finance sector since the
beginning of last year, the
data show.

The sector, which includes
banks and brokerages, ac-
counts for about 70 percent
of the fundraising from the
city’s new listings over the
period, according to the data.

Thelender had 592.5 billion
yuan ($85.9 billion) of asse-
ts at the end of September,
56 percent more than at the
end of 2013, according to a
preliminary prospectus filed
to the Hong Kong stock ex-
change.

China International Capital
Corp., China Merchants Se-
curities Co., CCB Internatio-
nal Holdings Ltd. and ABC
International Holdings Ltd.
are joint sponsors for the of-
fering, the prospectus shows.
Bloomberg

CTM INTRODUCES HANDSETS PURCHASE DONATIONS SCHEME

This year for Mother’s Day,
CTM has introduced a “That
little more” handset purcha-
se donations scheme. The
telecom operator will donate
MOP 50 for each purchased
iPhone 7 and the money will
be given to Caritas Macau

to help vulnerable families
in the community.

Apart from the donation
scheme, the CTM volun-
teer team will invite over
200 benefited family mem-
bers from Macau Caritas in
the afternoon of May 13 to

have a tea party in the Pou-
sada Marina Infante Hotel
to celebrate Mother’s Day.
During the party, a cheque
presenting ceremony will be
held to deliver the money
from the donation scheme
to Caritas Macau.
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Be1jing:
N.Korea
should
establish
contact,
defuse crisis

Us,

Beijing: A man walks past a board
displaying United States and North
Korea national flags

HINA urged the United

States and North Korea
yesterday to make contact
“as soon as possible” and
ease tensions amid rising
belligerence from the two
sides over the North’s nu-
clear weapons program.

The call for negotiations
from China’s Foreign Mi-
nistry came after President
Donald Trump opened the
door to a possible future
meeting with North Korea’s
Kim Jong Un.

Trump told Bloomberg
News during an interview
that he would be honored to
meet with Kim at an unspe-
cified future date “if it wou-
1d be appropriate.”

In response, Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman
Geng Shuang said Washing-
ton and Pyongyang need to
take concrete steps toward
peace and avoid further
escalating a crisis that has
quickly spiraled into a top
global security concern.

China has been pushing
for the two sides to back
down following a string of
missile tests by North Ko-
rea and a massive live-fire
artillery drill last week that
was described as its largest
ever.

Across the border, South
Korea on Tuesday said a
U.S.-sponsored missile de-
fense system is now opera-
tional — over China’s strong
objections. U.S. and South
Korean troops conducted
joint exercises last month
along the North’s border.

Against that backdrop,
Geng said China has taken
note of the more diploma-
tic messages sent by the
Trump administration and
considers them constructi-
ve.

“Both sides should reach a
political resolution as soon
as possible,” Geng said.
“The most effective way of
attaining an improvement
is to seek ways to re-estab-
lish dialogue and contact.”

AP PHOTO

MDT FACT CHECK

Some truth, more
exaggeration on China

RESIDENT Donald

Trump has presented two
arguments about why he’s le-
tting China off the hook from
his campaign promise to label
it a currency manipulator, an
action that would have set the
stage for a possible trade war
if he had done it.

One is based on realpolitik —
the idea that it makes no stra-
tegic sense to punish China
when it seems to be helping to
rein in North Korea’s military
ambitions. Many lawmakers
and foreign-policy people
agree with that.

The other is based on abra-
cadabra — his magic-wand
contention that China stopped
manipulating its currency
when he won the election.
That’s not true, or even close.
China stopped artificially de-
valuing the yuan before he ran
for president. In fact, the yuan
has dropped in value since
Trump took office, quite the
opposite of what he says has
been going on.

“As soon as I got elected,
they stopped,” he said in a
CBS interview broadcast Sun-
day. “It’s not going down any-
more, their currency.”

A weak yuan helps Chine-
se exports because it makes
them cheaper to buy. It disad-

vantages goods from the U.S.
and other countries because
they are more expensive to get
in China. Currencies fluctuate
constantly, a natural part of
the trade equation. But when
a country keeps its curren-
cy artificially low against the
U.S. dollar, as China once did,
it may be considered an un-
fair trade advantage. Even so,
being put on a currency mani-
pulation blacklist has limited
effect, setting off a year of ne-
gotiation before any action is
taken.

A brief modern history of the
yuan and Trump’s pledges to
act against China on his first
day as president:

—China was labeled a cur-
rency manipulator from 1992
to 1994 under a U.S. law that
provides for investigation of
foreign exchange-rate po-
licies, and negotiations if a
country is found to be using
those policies to gain an un-
fair advantage.

—China continued to peg the
yuan to a fixed value against
the U.S. dollar until mid-
2005, when it announced that
would stop. The yuan began
to rise in value relative to the
dollar, according to exchan-
ge rates tracked by markets
data provider FactSet. A U.S.

dollar had been consistently
worth more than 8 yuan. It
then began a roughly nine
-year trend toward 6 yuan to
the dollar.

—The value of the yuan
peaked in early 2014, when
the Chinese economy began
to slow after years of torrid
growth. The yuan then began
to fall relative to the dollar,
but not because Chinese offi-
cials returned to their old po-
licy. China was actually selling
off its foreign holdings to keep
the yuan from losing even
more of its value.

—In a Wall Street Journal
opinion article in November
2015, Trump the Republican
primary candidate wrote that
the greatest of China’s eco-
nomic “sins” was its “wanton
manipulation of China’s cur-
rency, robbing Americans of
billions of dollars of capital
and millions of jobs... On day
one of a Trump administra-
tion, the U.S. Treasury De-
partment will designate China
a currency manipulator.”

—In June 2016 speaking
in Monessen, Pennsylvania,
Trump said “I am going to ins-
truct my treasury secretary to
label China a currency mani-
pulator. Any country that de-
values their currency in order

to take unfair advantage of the
United States will be met with
sharply, and that includes ta-
riffs and taxes.”

—In July, accepting the Re-
publican presidential nomi-
nation, he said “We are going
to enforce all trade violations
against any country that chea-
ts. This includes stopping Chi-
na’s outrageous theft of inte-
llectual property, along with
their illegal product dumping,
and their devastating curren-
¢y manipulation.”

—During the first presiden-
tial debate in September, he
said “They’re devaluing their
currency, and there’s nobo-
dy in our government to fight
them.”

—In October, issuing his
“contract” with voters in Get-
tysburg, Pennsylvania, Trump
wrote that “I will direct my
Secretary of the Treasury to
label China a currency mani-
pulator.”

—On Election Day, Nov.
8, there were 6.78 yuan to
a dollar. The yuan has since
weakened to 6.88 to a dollar.

—This year, in an April 2 in-
terview with the Financial Ti-
mes, he said, “When you talk
about currency manipulation,
when you talk about devalua-
tions, they are world cham-
pions. And our country hasn’t
had a clue, they haven’t had a
clue.”

—Ten days later, the switch
came in a Wall Street Journal
interview: “Theyre not cur-
rency manipulators,” Trump
said, further explaining that
China hadn’t been manipula-
ting its currency for months.
Actually China had been in-
tervening in markets to prop
up its currency, not push it
lower, for several years.

—Trump expanded on that
assertion in an April 21 As-
sociated Press interview, re-
ferring to China’s president,
Xi Jinping: “From the time I
took office, he has not, they
have not been currency ma-
nipulators. Because there’s
a certain respect because he
knew I would do something
or whatever. But more im-
portantly than him not being
a currency manipulator the
bigger picture, bigger than
even currency manipulation,
if he’s helping us with North
Korea, with nuclear and all of
the things that go along with
it, who would call, what am I
going to do, say, ‘By the way,
would you help us with North
Korea? And also, you're a cur-
rency manipulator.’ It doesn’t
work that way.”

—Then again on April 30, in
a CBS interview: “When they
talk about currency manipula-
tion, and I did say I would call
China, if they were, a curren-
¢y manipulator, early in my
tenure. And then I get there.
Number one, they — as soon
as I got elected, they stopped.
They’re not — it’s not going
down anymore, their curren-
cy.”MDT/AP
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Kuroda: China-led lender’s help
needed to support growth

Bank of Japan in Tokyo

CORRUPTION

Commission removes official
e g @ 9 ° e g 0
over superstitious’ activities

former vice go-

vernor of a pro-
vince has been dis-
missed from public
office for supersti-
tious activities and
trading power for
sex and money, Chi-
na’s anti-corruption
watchdog announ-
ced yesterday.

Chen Shulong had
long abused his
power to seek “huge
profits,” the ruling
Communist Party’s

Central Commis-
sion for Discipline
Inspection (CCDI)

said in a statement.
It didn’t give a sum
or explain what “su-
perstitious  activi-
ties” he had allege-

dly been involved
in. It said his illegal
gains will be confis-
cated and his case
transferred to the
judiciary.

Chen was also ex-
pelled from the
Communist Party,
which nominally es-
pouses atheism. He
had been the vice
governor of eastern
China’s Anhui pro-
vince and had been
under investigation
since November, the
statement said.

“As a high-level of-
ficial, Chen was po-
litically clinging to
power, economically
insatiable and mo-
rally bankrupt. Even

after the 18th CPC
National Congress,
he still showed no
sign of restraint and
[his wrongdoings]
were of a grave na-
ture,” said the state-
ment quoted by the
official Xinhua news
agency.

Chen will not serve
as a delegate to the
Party’s 18th Natio-
nal Congress. Sanc-
tions against Chen
have been approved
by the CPC Central
Committee.

Chen’s illegal gains
will be confiscated
and his case trans-
ferred to the judi-
ciary, according to
the note. He was put

under investigation
for “serious discipli-
ne breaches” by the
CCDI on April 7
Chinese President
Xi Jinping has made
fighting corruption
a hallmark of his
administration sin-
ce being appointed
head of the party
in late 2012. More
than 1 million par-
ty members have
been punished in
the campaign, whi-
ch has brought
down two former
top generals and a
past member of the
Politburo Standing
Committee, the apex
of political power.
MDT/Agencies
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Elaine Kurtenbach, Tokyo

SIA needs all the

help it can get in fi-

ghting poverty as

oth wealthy and

poor nations grapple with
widening inequality, Bank of
Japan Gov. Haruhiko Kuroda

said yesterday.
Kuroda welcomed China’s
push to support regional

growth through the Beijin-
g-backed Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank, which has
been viewed as a rival to tra-
ditional lenders like the Asian
Development Bank.

The China-led AIIB brings
welcome help in the effort to
raise trillions of dollars in fi-
nancing, said Kuroda, a for-
mer president of the Manila,
Philippines-based ADB.

Kuroda was speaking at a
conference on the sidelines
of the ADB’s annual meeting,
which begins tomorrow in
Yokohama, near Tokyo.

The ADB, which has been
led by Japan and the U.S. sin-
ce its founding in 1966, has
estimated more than USD26
trillion will be needed by 2030
to build roads, ports and other
infrastructure required to su-
pport growth, combat poverty
and cope with the repercus-
sions of climate change.

“It’s simply not possible for

the ADB and the World Bank
to fill the gap completely,” Ku-
roda said when asked about
the China-led bank.

The two development banks
have begun co-financing on
some projects, such as a hi-
ghway project in Pakistan an-
nounced last year.

Kuroda, who led the ADB
from 2005-2013, applauded
the region’s progress but poin-
ted to a “considerable burden”
of poverty despite rapid grow-
th in the past five decades.

4 The China-led
AlIB brings help
in the effort to
raise trillions

of dollars in
financing, said
Kuroda

That half-century has seen
Asia’s share in global com-
merce more than double to
nearly a third of the total in
2015. Meanwhile, average li-
fespans have growth to 74
years in East Asia and the Pa-
cific and to 68 in South Asia,
from 49 years and 45 years,
respectively.

But about 60 percent of the
1.5 billion people living in ex-
treme poverty, on less than
$1.90 a day, are in Asia, he
said.

Education, financial support
for small businesses and
enabling the poor to access
banking services were crucial
for breaking the cycle of pover-
ty, he added.

President Donald Trump, flanked by lowa Gov. Terry Branstad, left,

Envoy pick pledges to confront

Beijing on human rights

HE Midwestern governor

President Donald Trump
picked to be his ambassador
to China says if confirmed for
the post he will confront Bei-
jing on human rights issues
and would welcome meetings
with Chinese activists.

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad
says during his Senate confir-
mation hearing yesterday that
he intends to travel to every
province in China just as he’s
traveled to every county in his
state.

Branstad boasts a decades
-long relationship with Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
(shee jihn-peeng). The two
met in 1985 when Xi led an
agricultural trade delegation
to Iowa.

Branstad says he hopes his
longtime ties to Xi can lead
China to play a greater role
in defusing North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons program. He
calls Pyongyang’s push for
nuclear weapons a “threat to
all of humankind.”
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What on Earth might a Trump-Kim Jong
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RESIDENT Donald
Trump opened the
door to a future mee-
ting with North Ko-
rea’s Kim Jong Un, offering
unusual praise for the globally
ostracized leader at a time of
surging nuclear tensions.

Although the White Hou-
se played down near-term
prospects for such a mee-
ting, Trump’s conciliatory
comments yesterday [Macau
time] marked a departure
from his more unforgiving
tone toward the North in
recent weeks. It marked the
latest fluctuation as Trump’s
administration struggles to
articulate its policy for ad-
dressing the growing threat
from North Korea’s nuclear
program.

“If it would be appropriate
for me to meet with him, I
would absolutely, I would be
honored to do it,” Trump told
Bloomberg News.

Clearly aware of the power
of his declaration, he added:
“We have breaking news.”

As a presidential candida-
te, Trump suggested he was
open to meeting Kim, but
hadn’t repeated the line sin-

B,

ce taking office. Fresh missi-
le tests by the North and its
progress toward developing
a nuclear weapon capable
of hitting the United States
have made the isolated com-
munist dictatorship one of
America’s top national se-
curity concerns.

Deeming President Barack
Obama’s “strategic patien-
ce” with North Korea a total
failure, Trump and his aides
say they're taking a more ag-
gressive approach, at times
warning of potential military
confrontation if the Nor-
th doesn’t change course.
The U.S. has even raised the
possibility of a pre-emptive
strike if Pyongyang conducts
another nuclear test.

Yet on other occasions,
Trump’s administration
has dangled carrots. It has
spoken of restarting negotia-
tions with the North and even
suggested resuming food aid
to North Korea once it starts
dismantling its nuclear and
missile programs.

On one point, at least,
Trump and his team have
been consistently clear: A so-
lution requires involvement

by China, the North’s biggest
economic partner. Trump
is hoping China can pressu-
re the North into a peaceful
denuclearization. The admi-
nistration of President Ba-
rack Obama unsuccessfully
sought the same objective for
years.

4 There were
these words
from Trump:
‘Obviously, he’s
a pretty smart
cookie.’

In one corner: the unpre-
dictable dictator, the third-
generation family ruler who-
se nation has a seven-decade
reputation of being erratic,
quick to take umbrage and
insistent that it is powerful
enough to upend the planet.
In the other corner: a san-
dpaper-tongued  American
president like no other, ba-
rely past his first 100 days as
leader of the free world, liab-

le to say just about anything
— including a handful of con-
ciliatory words at the most
unexpected of moments.

Yesterday [Macau time],
those conciliatory words
from the mouth of Donald
Trump included some ex-
traordinary ones about Nor-
th Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, long an object of Ameri-
can scorn and suspicion.

There were these words
from Trump: “Obviously,
he’s a pretty smart cookie.”

Wow, says an astonished
world: What if?

In the annals of diplomatic
history, such a tete-a-tete,
unlikely as it is, would tum-
ble into a category that offers
few possible comparisons.

There are the ones that
never happened — Roose-
velt sitting down with Hitler
during World War II, George
Bush (whichever one) facing
Saddam Hussein while in
office. And there are those
that did: Kennedy meeting
Khrushchev in Vienna, Ni-
xon arriving in Beijing at the
dawn of the U.S.-China thaw
and immediately heading to
a meeting with Mao.

Even those, however, were
before many things we take
for granted today — perhaps
most notably the internet,
live television and the ins-
tantaneous social-media pi-
pelines that Trump knows
and uses so fluidly.

The notion of a substantive
sit-down between two of the
most gazed-upon figures of
this moment in the planet’s
history is a staggering pros-
pect — and a potential lo-
gistical nightmare if the two
countries ever tried to make
it happen.

Presuming that such a trial
balloon is to be taken se-
riously, what, in fact, would
it take to pull off? The loose
contours of it could play out
as follows:

THE VENUE

Possible locations could in-
clude the DMZ, which would
be about as cinematic a piece
of drama as human geopoliti-
cs could offer up, with a room
featuring negotiation tables
that sit halfway in the North
and halfway in the South.

The benefit of this location
would be the presence of



wed 03.05.2017

4 MacauDaily mreaws
T“ nes

n meeting look like?

existing security. It’s already
the nucleus of one of the most
tense patches of the planet,
and it’s effectively already
wired for such an event. So-
mewhere in China would be
a possible, though highly un-
likely, location as well.

But could it be elsewhere?
Perhaps famously neutral
Switzerland, where the now-
infrequent world traveler
Kim Jong Un almost certain-
ly spent part of his upbrin-
ging attending school? Could
it possibly even be the White
House, where Trump has al-
ready caused uproars by hos-
ting the president of Egypt
and by calling the president
of Turkey, both perceived in
the West as hardly the most
robust upholders of Ameri-
can values. That would be hi-
ghly controversial and even
more unlikely — just getting
Kim a visa would be an in-
teresting proposition — but
stranger things have happe-
ned.

Or perhaps, gaming it out,
things might take place in
an unexpected or even unk-
nown place. In 1989, George
H.W. Bush and Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev met on
a ship off Malta to discuss
the changes taking place in
the Soviet Union and Eas-
tern Europe, and it propel-
led the tiny Mediterranean
island into notoriety for se-
veral years. Malta was itself
a follow-up in some ways to
the fabled Yalta conference,
in which Roosevelt, Winston
Churchill and Joseph Stalin
met in Crimea in early 1945
to plot out Europe’s postwar
configurations.

The United States has been
the site of such sensitive
meetings, too, with Camp
David being the most notable
locale for its Carter-adminis-
tration peace talks between
Israel’'s Menachem Begin
and Egypt’s Anwar Sadat.
The history of such things is
lengthy; in 1905, Theodore
Roosevelt helped broker pea-
ce between the warring na-
tions of Japan and Russia in
the unlikely locale of a small
New England town. More re-
cently, the unlikely venue of
Dayton, Ohio, became the
site in 1995 of peace accords
to end the Bosnian war. But
those were other nations in
conflict, not the United Sta-
tes itself.

And what about Pyongyang?
There would be precedent for
that — from U.S. envoys like
Madeleine Albright to a pre-
vious Japanese prime minis-
ter to faded basketball star
Dennis Rodman — and the
Kims are not known for their

love of foreign travel, which
carries them away from turf
and situations they can com-
pletely control.

Whatever the case, barring
it taking place at the DMZ,
such a high-stakes, high-se-
curity Trump-Kim meeting
would change a place for a
long time, if not forever.

THE TOPICS

Nuclear disarmament —
North Korea’s — would be
first on the table. You'd
think. But with two such
unpredictable rulers, no one
could be absolutely certain.

Given Trump’s style so far,
time might be given to deve-
loping some sort of rapport
between the two men before
any negotiations began. But
major topics would surely
emerge before too long.
Among them: Aid to the
North, which has played the
brinkmanship game many
times before with an eye
toward getting assistance
for its poor, sometimes hun-
gry populace. Relations with
the South. And weapons tes-
ts — missile and in particu-
lar nuclear, which make the
United States and China, not
to mention the South, very
uncomfortable.

THE REACTION

The wildcards here would
be South Korea, Russia, and,
of course, China — the Nor-
th’s patron for many decades
and, of late, its increasingly
wary and irritated neighbor.

In South Korea’s case, such
a meeting would be an exis-
tential event. Most agree that
Kim’s arsenal has enough ac-
curacy and firepower to de-
vastate the South, and so a
meeting between the United
States, South Korea’s mili-
tary protector, and the North
would have serious security
implications for Seoul even if
virtually nothing of substan-
ce was discussed.

China is wary of any U.S.
involvement in its sphere of
influence, and is already at
odds with Washington about
territorial claims in the South
China Sea, while the peren-
nial issue of Taiwan’s auto-
nomy always lurks in the ba-
ckground. Beijing has cour-
ted South Korea in recent
years more than before, with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
visiting Seoul in 2014 in what
was seen as a hint to the Nor-
th. (Recent Chinese trepida-
tions over THAAD, the U.S.
-made missile system being
set up in South Korea, have
restored some of the tension
with Beijing.)

Against this backdrop, any

Trump-Kim sit-down wou-
1d, using conventional wis-
dom, have to involve China
and the pressure it can exert
on the North — something
the Trump White House has
always said was necessary.
But protocol does not always
seem to be the order of the
day, as Trump’s unexpec-
ted, pre-inauguration call to
Taiwan’s new president un-
derscored.

Finally, Russia and its lea-
der, Vladimir Putin, would
watch from afar with great
wariness and probable dis-
may. Such a meeting could
alter Moscow’s relationships
with  both  Beijing and
Washington, and probably
Pyongyang as well.

Oh, and let’s not forget the
media reaction. Obviously
any such meeting would be
THE visual of the year for
news organizations. Setting
it up as a media event would
draw hundreds if not thou-
sands of news outlets. That
would mean a major infras-
tructure setup that’s on par
with a summit meeting of
leaders or an Olympics.

THE ALLURE

Whatever the political im-
plications, this much is cer-
tain: Any meeting with Do-
nald Trump and Kim Jong
Un, anywhere in the world,
would be — if it ever actually
happened — one of the most
dramatic events of the 21st
century thus far.

It would encompass three
major global narratives at
once: The United States un-
der Donald Trump, and what
his administration means;
the Kim family and the uni-
que, mercurial way they have
ruled North Korea and pro-
jected themselves to the wor-
1d; and the regional security
and defense of East Asia, one
of the most strategically pi-
votal regions in the world.

It would be big. It wou-
1d be loud. It would be mo-
mentous, somewhat surreal
and entirely unexpected. All
things quite familiar to the
worlds of two singular, bou-
nd-to-change-the-world men
named Kim Jong Un and Do-
nald J. Trump.

Then again, you might not
want to hold your breath.
This came in Tuesday after-
noon from the official news
agency for North Korea, whi-
ch goes by the formal name
Democratic People’s Repu-
blic of Korea: “The Trump
administration that newly
took office in the U.S. is pro-
voking the DPRK with no
reason, not knowing what ri-
val it stands against.” MDT/AP
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Feb. 21, 197'2: Chinese comunist party leader Mao Zedong, left, and U.S. President

June 3, 1961: Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev walks with U.S. President John F.
Kennedy at the residence of the U.S. ambassador in Vienna, Austria

"

ey e T i,
Aug. 6, 2007:U.S. Navy and Marine personnel salute during a meeting between U.S.
President George W. Bush and Afghanistan’s President Hamid Karzai at Camp David
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USA | MAY DAY

Dozens arrested as marches
turn violent in Northwest

Gillian Flaccus & Amy Taxin, Portland

AY DAY protests tur-

ned violent in the Pacific
Northwest as demonstrators in
Portland, Oregon, threw smoke
bombs and Molotov cocktails at
police while elsewhere thousands
of people peacefully marched
against President Donald Trump’s
immigration and labor policies.

From New England to the Mi-
dwest to the West Coast people
chanted and picketed against
Trump along with the traditional
May Day labor rallies. Protesters
flooded streets in Chicago. At the
White House gates, they deman-
ded “Donald Trump has got to go!”

In Portland, Oregon, police shut
down a protest they said had beco-
me a riot and arrested more than
two dozen people. Police in Olym-
pia, Washington, said nine people
were taken into custody after seve-
ral officers were injured by thrown
rocks and windows were broken at
businesses in Washington’s capital
city.

In Seattle, five people were ar-
rested during downtown protests
and in Oakland, California, at least
four were arrested after creating
a human chain to block a coun-
ty building where demonstrators
demanded that county law enfor-
cement refuse to collaborate with
federal immigration agents.

“Tt is sad to see that now being an

LABOR

A protester, left, confronts a supporter of President Donald Trump, right, during a
May Day protest

immigrant is equivalent to almost
being a criminal,” said Mary Que-
zada, a 58-year-old North Caroli-
na woman who joined those mar-
ching on Washington.

She offered a pointed message to
Trump: “Stop bullying immigrants.”

The demonstrations on May
Day, celebrated as International
Workers’ Day, follow similar ac-
tions worldwide in which protes-
ters from the Philippines to Paris
demanded better working condi-
tions. But the widespread protests
in the United States were aimed
directly at the new Republican
president, who has followed ag-
gressive anti-immigrant rhetoric
on the campaign trail with aggres-
sive action in the White House.

Trump, in his first 100 days, has
intensified immigration enforce-

ment, including executive orders
for a wall along the U.S.-Mexi-
co border and a ban on travelers
from six predominantly Muslim
countries. The government has
arrested thousands of immigrants
in the country illegally and threa-
tened to withhold funding from
jurisdictions that limit cooperation
between local and federal immi-
gration authorities.

In Chicago, 28-year-old Brenda
Burciaga was among thousands of
people who marched through the
streets to push back against the
new administration.

“Everyone deserves dignity,” said
Burciaga, whose mother is set to
be deported after living in the U.S.
for about 20 years. “T hope at least
they listen. We are hardworking
people.”

In Shemanski Park in Portland,
Oregon, before the violence broke
out hundreds of people, including
some families with children, ga-
thered and watched dancers in
bright feathered headdresses per-
form to the beat of drums.

Friends Marian Drake and Mar-
tin Anderson watched from a
nearby park bench as they held
balloons supporting the Interna-
tional Workers Union.

“Things are so screwed up in this
country. You've got a city right
here that’s full of homeless people
and you've got a president ...who-
se budget is going to cut 40 per-
cent to the EPA and end Meals on
Wheels. We don't like those kinds
of things,” Anderson said.

In cities large and small, the pro-
tests intensified throughout the
day.

Teachers working without con-
tracts opened the day by picketing
outside schools in Philadelphia
and Pittsburgh. Activists in Phoe-
nix petitioned state legislators to
support immigrant families.

In a Los Angeles park, several
thousand people waved American
flags and signs reading “love not
hate.”

Selvin Martinez, an immigrant
from Honduras with an Ameri-
can flag draped around his shou-
Iders, took the day off from his job
waxing casino floors to protest.
“We hope to get to be respected
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as people, because we are not ani-
mals, we are human beings,” said
Martinez, who moved to Los An-
geles 14 years ago fleeing violence
in his country.

The White House did not res-
pond to requests for a response to
the May Day demonstrations.

Several protesters, like 39-year
-old Mario Quintero, outed them-
selves as being in the country ille-
gally to help make their point.

“I'm an undocumented imigrant,
so I suffer in my own experience
with my family,” said Quintero at
a Lansing, Michigan, rally. “That’s
why I am here, to support not only
myself but my entire community.”

In Miami, Alberto and Maribel
Resendiz closed their juice bar,
losing an estimated revenue of
$3,000, to join a rally.

“This is the day where people
can see how much we contribu-
te,” said Alberto Resendiz, who
previously worked as a migrant
worker in fields as far away as Mi-
chigan. “This country will crumb-
le down without us.”

He added, “We deserve a better
treatment.”

In Oakland at a later march,
more than 1,000 people marched
peacefully representing labor
groups along with Mexican, Viet-
namese, Chinese, Filipino and
other immigrants.

While union members traditio-
nally march on May 1 for workers’
rights around the world, the day
has become a rallying point for
immigrants in the U.S. since mas-
sive demonstrations were held on
the date in 2006 against a pro-
posed immigration enforcement
bill.

In recent years, immigrant righ-
ts protests shrank as groups diver-
ged and shifted their focus on vo-
ter registration and lobbying. AP

With visas tight, US resorts struggle to find seasonal help

NNKEEPERS, restau-

rateurs and landscapers
around the U.S. say they are
struggling to find seasonal
help and turning down bu-
siness in some cases becau-
se the government tighte-
ned up on visas for tempo-
rary foreign workers.

“There’s going to be a lot
of businesses that just can’t
function on a full-time ba-
sis, and some might not
even open at all,” said Mac
Hay, who co-owns Mac’s
Seafood on Cape Cod and
has organized seasonal bu-
sinesses to lobby Congress.

At issue are H-2B tempo-
rary visas, which are issued
for workers holding down
seasonal, nonagricultural
jobs.

The U.S. caps the number
at 66,000 per fiscal year.
Some workers return year
after year, and Congress has
let them do so in the past wi-
thout being counted toward

the limit. No such exception
was passed for 2017 at the
end of last year, after the
presidential election.

Lawmakers this week un-
veiled a government spen-
ding bill that would allow
the homeland security se-
cretary to increase the num-
ber of H-2B visas this fiscal
year to almost 130,000.

But there is concern that
even if the measure passes,
it will take weeks for visas
to be processed, meaning
many workers probably
won't arrive in time for
Memorial Day and maybe
not until after the Fourth of
July.

Many resorts rely heavily
on foreigners on H-2B visas
to work as housekeepers,
cooks, dishwashers and the
like, saying they cannot find
enough Americans willing
to take such jobs. President
Donald Trump himself has
hired seasonal workers at
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his Mar-a-Lago resort in
this way.

Each visa typically costs
at least USD1,000 in go-
vernment fees, travel and
other expenses, paid by em-
ployers.

At the Beachmere Inn in
Ogunquit, Maine, owner
Sarah Mace Diment said
she cut back on the number
of rooms available during
New England’s spring va-
cation week in April becau-
se she is short eight hou-
sekeepers, who are paid
$10 to $12.50 an hour.
None of her visa requests

were granted, she said.
Critics say that bringing
in cheap foreign labor un-
dercuts U.S. workers and
drives down wages and
that employers aren’t trying
hard enough to hire Ameri-
cans. Under the H-2B rules,
employers must advertise
for U.S. workers first.
Diment said she hires hou-
sekeepers from Jamaica be-
cause there aren’t enough
people in rural, southern
Maine looking for seasonal
work. Maine is at its lowest
unemployment on record, 3
percent. She has hired U.S.

college students, but they
go back to school in August,
well before the season ends
in October.

“I'm always going to hire
an American first. I'm
always going to hire someo-
ne locally first,” Diment
said. “We're not using this
program because it’s easy.
It’'s not. It’s very difficult
and expensive, but we’re
using it because we have no
other options.”

Landscapers are the big-
gest users of the H-2B pro-
gram. Stephen Faulkner,
who owns a landscaping
and nursery business in
Hooksett, New Hampshire,
said he expects to turn away
hundreds of thousands of
dollars’ worth of work this
season because he could
not get visas for any of the
six Mexican landscapers
who have been with him for
adecade.

He said he is considering

giving up the landscape di-
vision.

“My company is being de-
vastated by not having my
returning workers,” he said.
“I'm running out of energy
and fortitude, and Ameri-
can jobs might be lost be-
cause of it.”

The AFL-CIO says the
H-2B program enables dis-
crimination and exploita-
tion of workers and hurts
efforts to raise wages and
improve working condi-
tions. And U.S. Sen. Bernie
Sanders has questioned
whether willing Americans
truly are unavailable for
these jobs.

“We supposedly live in a
supply-and-demand  eco-
nomy, and if employers
can’t find workers to fill
their jobs, they might want
to raise wages,” the Ver-
mont independent recently
told The Burlington Free
Press. AP
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Plagiarism or a ‘wink’? Le Pen’s
copied speech targets right

Supporters of French presidential hopeful
Francois Fillon watch TV as he concedes
defeat at his headquarters in Paris

Lori Hinnant, Paris

ARINE Le Pen delibera-

tely plagiarized verbatim
parts of an address from a for-
mer presidential candidate, as
a “wink” to him and the voters
she hopes to peel away in a ru-
noff, her spokesmen said yes-
terday.

Francois Fillon, the former
Republicans candidate, first de-
livered the speech on France’s
role in Europe and the world on
April 15 — just two weeks befo-
re Le Pen’s discourse this week.

The subject is at the heart of
Le Pen’s campaign. She pro-
mises to pull France out of the
European Union and return to
the franc currency, and has de-
nounced globalization’s effec-
ts on the French economy and
culture.

Three separate spokesmen for
Le Pen used the word “wink”
to describe the extracts copied
word for word from Fillon. At
no point in the speech did she
cite Fillon or acknowledge the
source of the extracts.

“I think with part of the right,
we have exactly the same vision
on the national identity and in-
dependence,” Louis Aliot, Front
National vice president, told
LCI television Tuesday.

Immediately after being eli-
minated in the first-round vote,
Fillon called for his suppor-
ters to back her centrist rival,
Emmanuel Macron.

Both Macron and Le Pen are
going after the voters of the 9
other candidates knocked out

in that vote, in which France’s
two main parties both failed to
make it to the second round for
the first time in the country’s
modern history.

Macron is promising an ethics
bill that will block office-hol-
ders from conflicts of interest,
nepotism and other ethical is-
sues that have infuriated voters.

Macron, who started his own
political movement just a year
ago, also promised he could get
a legislative majority to pass
the measure and others he says
France needs to pull itself from
the economic doldrums.

Legislative elections are in
June, and whoever is president
will depend on lawmakers to
implement an agenda. Macron,
who has pulled support from
the right and the left, said Tues-
day candidates will have to quit
their parties to run in his move-
ment. AP

Warsaw denounces Macron for
comparing Polish leader to Putin

LAND’S Foreign Ministry said yesterday

that French presidential candidate Emmanuel

Macron made an “unacceptable” comparison when

he likened Poland’s government to the “regimes” of

Russia’s Vladimir Putin and Hungary’s Viktor Or-
ban.

Macron made his remarks at a Paris rally while
campaigning for the Sunday runoff election be-
tween himself and far-right nationalist candidate
Marine Le Pen.

“You know the friends and allies of Mrs. Le Pen.
These are the regimes of Orban, Kaczynski and Pu-
tin. They are not open and free democracies. Every
day, freedoms and rules are violated there along
with our principles,” he said.

Jaroslaw Kaczynski is the chairman of Poland’s

ruling conservative Law and Justice party and the
country’s most powerful politician.

The ministry said it noted Macron’s words with
“regret” and that the centrist candidate used “unac-
ceptable comparisons and mental shortcuts that
lead to errors in public opinion.” It also denied that
Poland is an ally of Le Pen’s.

“Let us stress that anyone who knows Poland’s
history and its internal political scene does not have
the right to accuse the Polish people of warm feelin-
gs toward imperial Russia,” the ministry said.

Hungary’s government did not respond to Ma-
cron’s comments, but Orban earlier this year said
he supported the French conservative candidate
Francois Fillon, who was eliminated from the pre-
sidential race in the first round.
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BBAM

ritish Business Association of Macao

BBAM @ St. Regis Breakfast

on Thursday, 11" May 2017
Guest Speaker: Grant Govertsen

Managing Director - Head of Asia Equity Research, Macau
Union Gaming Securities Asia (Macau)
Getting Macau back on track,

a closer look at the gaming industry

and how it can thrive in the face of regional changes
* Post-mortem of the last three years

* New casino resort supply, what works and what doesn’t

* Forecasting through the end of the decade

* Beyond Macau, what's next for gaming in Asia

Grant Govertsen co-founded Union Gaming in 2009 after spending 12 years on Wall Street

predominantly in equity research covering the gaming sector.

Mr. Govertsen was responsible for establishing and developing the company’s presence
in Asiain 2011, and today remains the only gaming analyst based in Macau.

Venue: Amber Room I, 5/F, The 5t. Regis Macao, Cotai
7.45 am: Registration
8 am: Sit-down for breakfast
B.15: Presentation and Q&A session

9 am: Close

Strict No-Show/Late Cancellation policy applies for this event
Vegetarian option to be requested before Monday 8" May

BBAM Members: Complimentary
Noen-Members = MOP/HKD 180.00

RSVP to: bbam@britchammacao.org
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SEARCH FOR OUR SpPIRITUAL HoMmE Il -
INSTALLATION BY YEN-HUA LEE

TIME: 8pm daily

TIME: 12pm-7pm (Closed on Tuesdays)

UNTIL: May 7, 2017

VENUE: Intersection of Av. do Coronel Mesquita
and Av. do Almirante Lacerda

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2853 0026

Macao ArTts Winbow 2017 UNTITLED
TrAVEL — WoRKs oF LiN GE

TIME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: May 14, 2017

VENUE: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

ARTISTIC CRAFTSMANSHIP OF OUR ANCESTORS
- ExHIBITION OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL RELICS OF
TaiPA AND COLOANE

TIME: 10am-6am daily (Last admission at 5:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

ADDRESS: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4000

PHoTOGRAPHS OF OLD TEMPLES IN MACAU
TIME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: July 16, 2017

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

MuseuM ADMISSION: MOP5 (Free on Sundays
and public holidays)

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Love oF MacAO — PHOTOGRAPHS BY LEE
KunGg Kim

TIME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: July 9, 2107

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

ARTEFACTS OF EXCELLENCE - SEAL CARVINGS
BY Luo SHuUzHONG FrROM THE MAM
COLLECTION

TIME: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm,
closed on Mondays)

UNTIL: July 2, 2017

VENUE: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
s/n, NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Offheat

CouURT REJECTS GERMAN WOMAN’S
DEMAND FOR HOTEL TO ID LOVER

A court in Munich has rejected a woman’s legal bid to obtain
the name of a man she spent three nights in a hotel with seven
years ago.

The woman gave birth to a son nine months after the encounter
in Halle, eastern Germany, and sought to force the hotel to reveal
her lover’s full identity.

She wanted the man, who she knew only by the first name
Martin, to pay child support.

Judges rejected her request, arguing that it could unduly breach
the privacy of four men with that name who were registered at
the hotel during the period.

The case was first published yesterday [Macau time] by news
website Spiegel Online. The woman was not identified.

canalmacau (3
)

13:00 TDM News (Repeated

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:50  Monstor University

16:30 Documentary Serie

17:00 Revenge S1

17:40  Once Upon A Time Sr.2 (Repeated)
18:20  Now Generation (Repeated)

19:10 TDM Interview (Repeated)

19:40 Soap Opera

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00  Non-Daily Portuguese News

21:30 Drama

22:10  Now Generation

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Champions League Highlights

00:40 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
01:15 RTPiLive

CINETEATRO
03 May

SHOCK WAVE

Room 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Herman Yau

Starring: Andy Lau, Jiang Wu, Philip Keung Ron Ng
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 97min

THE BOSS BABY

ROOM 2

2:30, 4:30pm

Director: Tom McGrath

Starring: Alec Baldwin, Steve Buscemi, Jimmy Kimmel
Language: Cantonese (English)

Duration: 97min

THIS IS NOT WHAT | EXPECTED

ROOM 2

7:15pm

Director: Derek Hui

Starring: Takeshi Kaneshiro, Zhou Dongyu, Sun Yizhou
Language: Putonghua (Chinese & English)

Duration: 106min

FAST & FURIOUS 8

ROOM 2

9:15pm

Director: F. Gary Gray

Starring: Vin Diesel, Jason Statham, Dwayne Johnson
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 136min

BRAIN ON FIRE

ROOM 3

2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm

Director: Gerard Barrett

Starring: Chloe Grace Moretz, Thomas Mann
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 95min

GIFTED

ROOM 3

4:30pm

Director: Marc Webb

Starring: Chris Evans, Octavia Spencer, Mckenna Grace
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 101min

Macau Tower
27 Arr - 10 May

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY VOL.2

2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm

Director: James Gun

Starring: Chris Pratt, Zoe Saldana, Dave Bautista
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 136min

this day in histor

USSR’s President Mikhail Gorbachev

1990 LATVIA TO DECLARE INDEPENDENCE

Members of the new parliament of the Soviet republic of
Latvia have met to discuss independence from Moscow.

Leaders of the Latvian Popular Front are confident they
can muster the majority they need to change the consti-
tution.

In March this year, neighbouring Lithuania became the first
Soviet republic to pass a unilateral declaration of indepen-
dence. In retaliation, the Kremlin shut off supplies of crude
oil and natural gas.

Latvia is hoping to avoid a similar confrontation with the
USSR’s President Mikhail Gorbachev by calling for a transi-
tion period before full independence takes effect.

Nikolai Neiland, head of the Independent Communist Par-
ty

This morning, their elected representatives led a proces-
sion to a memorial in the capital, Riga, dedicated to those
who fought and died for Latvian independence after World
War 1.

The Lithuanian president, a guest at today’s opening of
parliament, had this advice for the Latvians - “Courage!”

One strategy put forward was to adopt parts of the Soviet
constitution to avoid being accused of breaking the law.

“We have to avoid any confrontation because it would be
useless, unproductive,” said Nikolai Neiland, head of the
Independent Communist Party.

Russian demonstrators outside the parliament building
held up banners reminding politicians inside that almost
half of Latvia’s population is ethnically Russian and that in-
dependence might provoke a backlash.

Also out on the streets of Riga were groups of Soviet para-
troops. They say they are here for a parade but nationalists
believe their presence is a crude reminder of Soviet power.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The following day the Latvian parliament declared “de jure” independence
of Republic of Latvia. President Gorbachev could not resist pressure from
hardliners in Moscow determined to prevent the break-up of the Soviet
Union, and he issued a decree annulling the declaration.

Then in January 1991 Soviet special troops stormed and took over Latvia’s
Interior Ministry building.

The occupation continued until the failed Moscow coup in August that
year, when the Latvian parliament voted for full independence and
banned the Communist Party.

A few weeks later, on 7 September, Russia’s President Boris Yeltsin
recognized the independence of Latvia and its Baltic neighbours Estonia
and Lithuania. All three were admitted into the United Nations the same
month.

Moscow hardliners were particularly concerned for the large numbers of
ethnic Russians and other migrants who live in the Baltic states.

In fact, tough legislation was soon introduced making it very difficult for
Russians to gain Latvian citizenship.

But the law was eventually modified after international criticism.
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OUR STARS

through one extra time wouldn’t hurt.
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Aries 8 Taurus WE'RE LETTING OUR REGULARS " 2 YOU'RE CONCERNED & NO—ABOUT THE “BUSINESS
Mar. 21-Apr. 19 Aoril 20-May 20 KNOW WELL BE REMOBELING ;.5 ABOUT THE = AS USUAL,"
; ar. 21-Apr o op y NEXT MONTH, BUT WELL A £ REMODELINGZ__ 4 2 A
you want to address some heavy  Indecision may not be your E =
stuff, that’s your prerogative. Before usual' state of l?eing, but you can [~ = EEMAIN OPEMN g r % ;
o e bk s St ke ok oo FOR BUSINESS
crystal-clear in your head - thinkingit =~ mindset in which anything goes - AS USY P\L '_5

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Expect lots of motion in your world
right now - backward, forward,
lateral, even exciting loop-dee-loop-
type maneuvers. While it can be a
bit chaotic, you're just the type who
thrives amid chaos.

the odder and newer, the better.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Between the internal discussion
you have going on and all the input
youre getting from the outside -
not to mention a pending deadline
or project - you may be feeling a bit
overwhelmed.

I
M:&_‘_P"lfs WA, g

2 2016 UFS, Tk

&

Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
It’s time for party season to shiftinto ~ Youre good with the details now, Easy Easy+
high gear, and you're definitely at and any logic problems are a total
the fore of the festivities. Any social ~ snap. When it comes to looking at 3 5 T g 1 Beijing 17 28 cloudy/overcast
event you grace with your presence  the overall scenario - at work, in a Harbin clear/cloud
is lucky to have you; youre polite,  relationship, financially - you're not 2 T 3 27 o 17 30 Y
funny and smart. quite as on top of it at the moment. 2 41 5 & g Tianjin 18 27 clear/overcast
n Libra Scorpio 9 2 6 4 U.rqu' 2 15 cIOL.de/c?Iear
2 7 9 8 Xi'an 14 18 moderate rain/drizzle
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 4 5 1 9 6 2 Lhasa 6 18 clear/cloudy
A light-hearted chat may suddenly A little part of the big picture you're & B 1 7T [ 5 [ 4 | Chengdu 16 23 moderate rain/shower
take a deeper turn now. Youre in a  not taking into consideration right : :
sharing mode, and that includes some ~ now could really trip you up. Read 1 2 [ 5 7 Chonggaing 19 24 moderate rain
emotions you don't generally talk to  the fine print, watch out for hidden Kunming 14 26 clear/cloudy
anyone about. Whom you share with ~ fees, check carefully between the 93 1 J 8 a9 .
could be rather surprising as well. lines and be hyper vigilant. Nanjing 16 23 cloudy/overcast
] . ] Shanghai 18 22 drizzle/overcast
} Sagltta"us m Cap"com M d Hard Wuhan 17 22 cloudy/heavy rain
edium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 : Hangzhou 16 25 overcast
A ghost from the past may make Most people respond to a tragic 6 | s 2 3 Taipei 23 30 cloudy
an appearance, just as ygu’re situation by looking at the bright sid(;. | 9 5 1 9 4 Guangzhou 24 30 cloudy
getting comfortable with things.  You’re smart enough to know when it |
Adding your own collision of makes more sense to face reality. Get 2 3 1 Hong Kong 25 31 cloudy
emotions on top of it equals a fairly ~ rid of the things that are muddying the g i | 7 I & I 1
overwhelming situation. waters and clouding your thoughts. {
| 2
MM Aquarius ) ( Pisces | o 4 5
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 I ! 5 Moscow 5 17 drizzle/clear
Youre all over the map right Being at home nesting 8 I 9 4 2 2 Frankfurt 4 12 drizzle
now: socializing, errand running, probably sounds better to you 4 6 1 . .
and in all likelihood, some than going out and tangling | Paris 7 16 overcast/drizzle
rather interesting romantic  with the hustle and bustle, London 6 15 drizzle
developments. Losing your head is  and you should definitely heed .
your instincts. New York 12 21 drizzle/clear

one response.

1- Concordes; 5- Grocery lane; 10- Departs; 14- Zhivago’s love; 15- g SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Welcome; 16- Shoppe sign word; 17- Not “fer”; 18- Columbus’s birthplace; 19- “Roots” o
author Haley; 20- Section of an orchestra; 22- Pisa place; 23- Family diagram; 24- Able 2
was ___...; 26- Video game pioneer; 29- According; 33- German submarine; 34- Like % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
non-oyster months; 35- Fail to tell the truth; 36- Hiker’s snack; 37- Nick of “Lorenzo’s 3 .
Qil”; 38- Trig function; 39- Tolkien tree creature; 40- Actress Shire; 41- Leguminous Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ RepOft 2822 0088
plants; 42- Legible; 44- Color anew; 45- “___ quam videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 2 .
46- Pleased; 48- Refreshment stand; 51- Wet weather wear; 55- Not working; 56- Unit 2 (Open ling) 993 —Report 1000
of energy; 58- Mogul capital until 1658; 59- Back; 60- Atlas feature; 61- Narrow strip of g ! .
wood; 62- “Critique of Pure Reason” author; 63- 1980 Dom DelLuise film; 64- Slippery 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
swimmers; 3
S 28 573 333 28 716 081

1- Cabbage salad; 2- Palm starch; 3- Small jazz combo; 4- Golf hazard; 5- o
Texas A&M player; 6- “Goodnight” girl; 7- . N Customs 28 559 944
Transmit; 8- Summer sign; 9- Greek letter; @RNIILEVEEIITN i
10- Beard type; 11- Leaf with Sanscrit [ - 13 5 S. J. Hospital 28313 731
writing?; 12- Pulitzer-winning biographer " 1.1« n| TLiLla ;
Leon; 13- Alluring; 21- Court order; 22- | Tglwn || TTleleln <]
Angers; 24- Kick Out of You; 25- | 7|a 71| [els o 28371333
Scottish Gaelic; 26- Boring tool; 27- Steak [ 1 | |alele i .
order; 28- Main artery; 29- Kate & __; |&|m * g|T|alm Commission AgalnSt -
30- Troy story; 31- Simpleton; 32- Swan- |AlE & 1| La T :
like aquatic birds; 34- Esther of “Good - ] £ - Co"uptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
Times”; 37- Apprehends; 38- Pericarp; 40- [ 9 L|E] JTLE
Assignment; 41- Fiber source; 43- Barren |*| = 28387 333
place; 46- Strong winds; 47- Mislead; 48- | s .
“Star Trek” captain; 49- Brainchild; 50- Pearl ': t Ta Tourism 28 333 000
Buck heroine; 51- Corrosion; 52- Give the [ Te
eye; 53- Shrinking Asian sea; 54- Makes |5 Ta 59 888 88
lace; 56- Peanut butter brand; 57- ___ roll;
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Wan Yu Villa, D Unit Cattleya Court, Ocean Gardens The Manhattan Kam Lai Kuok
Macau Taipa Taipa Macau
FO R SALE 1,800 sq ft / HKD 6,388sq ft 1,503 sq ft / HKD 7,451 sq ft 2,305 sq ft/ HKD 7,900 sq ft. 1,380 sq ft / HKD 7,956 sq ft
HKD 11.5M HKD 11.2M HKD 18.2095M HKD 10.98M

www.JMLProperty.com 5-Star Residence

Ref: 17035515

Ocean Gardens complex
Ref: 16095497

Fabulous Location
Ref: 17035512

Great Location
Ref: 17035513

Jardim Lameiras
Taipa
2 Bedroom Apartment
Decorated Throughout
HKD 12,800 / 720 sq ft
Ref: 17030643

Villa de Mer - Tower 1
Macau
2 Bedrooms Apartment
Modern Furnishing
HKD 12,000/ 935 sq ft
Ref: 17040645

Kingsville, Taipa (I Unit)
Taipa
3 Bedroom Apartment
Parking Upon Request
HKD 16,800 / 1,200 sq ft
Ref: 17010631

Coloane, Top Floor Sea View
Apartment, Coloane
3 Bedroom Apartment
Sea and Hillside Views
HKD 13,800 / 1,663 sq ft
Ref: 17040647

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com

Mffice
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FOOTBALL

Monaco soon facing dilemma
of whether to sell rising stars

Jerome Pugmire, Monaco

sell or not to sell is the
question soon facing Mo-
naco.

Monaco has a summer
of tough decision-making ahead —
even more so if it wins the Cham-
pions League. The 2004 runner
-up faces Juventus in the first leg
of the semifinals today [Thursday,
2:45am]: the toughest test of a
thrilling season that has seen Mo-
naco score 146 goals in all compe-
titions.

Monaco’s young players have
made such an impression — par-
ticularly striker Kylian Mbappe —
that offers will be flooding in when
the transfer window reopens. In
the Principality famed for its ca-
sino, Monaco will have to choose
whether or not to cash in its chips
this summer and rake in a huge
amount.

“We don’t need to sell, our bud-
get is stable,” Monaco’s vice presi-
dent Vadim Vasilyev recently told
football show Telefoot. “For the
time being, no player has said he
wants to leave. Ahead of the 2018
World Cup, neither Thomas (Le-
mar), Kylian or perhaps Bernar-
do Silva wants to leave ... We'll do
everything to keep them.”

It sounds like reassuring news,
but any club wishing to sign the
18-year-old Mbappe will need to
make a massive offer. The newly-
capped France forward’s estima-
ted value is already at 100 million
euros (USD110 million) and it’s
not hard to see why.

At the age of 18 years and four
months, he is the youngest to rea-
ch 15 league goals in Europe’s top
five leagues since former Golden

RUGBY

Crusaders captain Whitelock banned for 2 games
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Benjamin Mendy, left

Ball winner Michael Owen for
Liverpool in 1998; the youngest
to have reached five goals in the
Champions League, and the first
player to score in each of the first
four Champions League knockout
rounds he played in.

Mbappe has netted 24 goals this
season, including 18 in his last 18
— and he was playing in the reser-
ves until November. His powerful
running, skill, sheer pace, and cool
finishing make him a mix between
Thierry Henry and Brazil great
Ronaldo.

In fact, he is so popular in France
that even opposing fans from Lyon
and Caen applauded him off the
field when he played there.

Only a few clubs can realistically
afford him: Barcelona, Real Ma-
drid, Manchester City, United and
Juventus.

It puts Monaco in a precarious
position, and one they have been
in before for different reasons.

In the summer of 2015, because
of former Financial Fair Play rules
designed to control club finances,
Monaco needed to raise money

and sold the heart of its team.

Forward Anthony Martial joined
Manchester United in a deal rising
to 80 million euros ($88 million),
while midfielder Geoffrey Kon-
dogbia, winger Yannick Ferreira
Carrasco, center half Aymen Ab-
denour and left back Layvin Kur-
zawa were all sold — raising about
200 million euros ($220 million)
altogether. This followed the sale
of Colombia’s star forward James
Rodriguez to Real Madrid for
around 80 million euros the pre-
vious summer.

Monaco’s finances are far better
now and the club will likely not sell
more than one or two players this
summer. This increases the chan-
ces of Mbappe staying as the main
striker next season, should Rad-
mael Falcao leave after turning
down three offers from Chinese
clubs in January.

Here is a look at some of Mona-
co’s other sought-after players.

THOMAS LEMAR
The fleet-footed attacking mi-
dfielder has 13 goals this season,

Monaco’s Bernardo Silva blocks a Dortmund player during the
Champions League quarterfinal second leg soccer match

including fine strikes home and
away against Tottenham in the
Champions League group stage.

Along with excellent technical
ability, the 21-year-old Lemar also
has pace and is an intelligent pas-
ser.

While Bernardo Silva roams
down the right, Lemar marauds
down the left, making it dou-
bly hard for teams to defend the
flanks.

Barcelona is among the clubs re-
portedly interested in signing the
France international.

Estimated market value: 40
million euros ($44 million).

BENJAMIN MENDY

A powerful, athletic left back,
Mendy is also dangerous going
forward and especially with first-
time crosses into the penalty area
at pace.

Although the 22-year-old Mendy
rarely scores, the way he combines
with Lemar down the left is one of
Monaco’s biggest strengths.

Mendy’s speed and strength al-
ready makes him hard to stop.

But in addition, he has excellent

technique for a defender.
Estimated market value: 30

million euros ($33 million).

BERNARDO SILVA

Silva is a playmaker, a scorer, a
tireless runner and a tricky winger
rolled into one. No wonder he is
among the most coveted young at-
tacking midfielders in Europe.

With his lithe frame, nippy speed
and wide passing range, Silva is a
menace wherever he receives the
ball. When he drifts in from the ri-
ght to take up a more central posi-
tion, he becomes a probing No. 10
and his eye for a subtle threaded
pass perfectly suits the cunning
runs of Falcao and the direct runs
of Mbappe.

The 22-year-old Portugal inter-
national has nine goals this sea-
son, including two in the group
stages. But he sometimes pays the
price for being so unselfish and
hasn’t scored since Feb. 17 — arun
of 17 matches.

He will be keen to end that lean
spell against Juventus.

Estimated market value: 60
million euros ($66 million).

TIEMOUE BAKAYOKO

One of Monaco’s most consis-
tent players, Bakayoko is a pillar
in front of a sometimes vulnerable
defense.

The 22-year-old defensive mi-
dfielder is also an astute reader
of the game and keeps Monaco
ticking with his quick passing out
from the back: making him the
ideal launch pad for their attacks
and the perfect safety net should
those attacks break down.

Bakayoko is a threat from set pie-
ces, too, sending Monaco through
to the quarterfinals with a towe-
ring late header in the return leg
against Manchester City.

His immense physical streng-
th and energetic running makes
him ideally suited to the Premier
League, with Manchester United
among his many admirers.

Estimated market value: 30
million euros. AP

He signed a contract with
French Top 14 powerhouse
Toulon last year.

“That’s where his future lies
but for the next few months
he will be with Parramat-

LL Blacks lock and Cru-
aders captain Sam Whi-
telock has been suspended
for two matches after being
found guilty of striking during
a Super Rugby match against
the Cheetahs on Saturday.

Whitelock was shown a
yellow card in the 71st minute
of the match at Bloemfontein
for elbowing Cheetahs prop
Charles Marais. The Crusa-
ders won 48-21.

A SANZAAR judicial com-
mittee ruled that Whitelock’s
offense merited a red card
and could have carried a
four-match suspension. The
penalty was reduced to two
matches after his previous

disciplinary record was taken
into account.

Whitelock will miss Cru-
saders matches against the
Bulls and Hurricanes.

Sunwolves fullback Ja-
mie-Jerry Taulagi has been
banned for five weeks for a
dangerous tackle on Chiefs
winger Shaun Stevenson.

Radradra to continue NRL
career after charges dropped

Meanwhile, Fiji-born Aus-
tralia winger Semi Radra-
dra is expected to finish the
National Rugby League sea-
son with Parramatta before
moving to France to fulfill a
rugby union contract with
Toulon after domestic violen-

ce charges against him were
dropped.

The charges were dropped
at the prosecutor’s request
yesterday at Parramatta Lo-
cal Court after cross exami-
nation of Radradra’s former
partner.

Radradra was cut from
Australia’s national team, the
Kangaroos, in April last year
after the charges were laid
and he faced the prospect of a
significant ban from the NRL
if he was convicted. He has
remained with Parramatta in
the meantime but had been
barred from representative
selection pending the legal
proceedings.

ta Eels and hopefully win a
premiership on his way out,”
Radradra’s manager, George
Christodoulou, said. “Semi
loves rugby league and loves
the Eels. But in the end he
had to take care of business.”

Christodoulou said the case
had taken a toll on Radradra,
adding that he was “relieved
and grateful” the charges
were dropped.

Parramatta Eels chief exe-
cutive Bernie Gurr said the
club would continue to provi-
de welfare services to Radra-
dra and his family and was
“delighted he can now put his
focus and energy on the 2017
season.” MDT/AP
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Albert R. Hunt, Bloomberg
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Before the arrival of “Guardians and the Galaxy
Vol. 2,” “The Fate of the Furious” took one more
victory lap at the North American box office, lea-
ding all movies in ticket sales for the third straight
week.

The film, which has passed USD1 billion glo-
bally, grossed $19.9 million domestically over the
weekend, according to final box office figures from
comScore yesterday. The reign of the “Furious”

sequel, however, is sure to end this weekend when
“Guardians” kicks off the summer season.

In the lull between blockbusters, several smaller
films did strong business. The Eugenio Derbez co-
medy “How to Be a Latin Lover,” opened in second
with $12.2 million. It drew an 89 percent Latino
audience. And the South Indian film “Baahubali 2:
The Conclusion” came in third with $10.4 million
despite playing on only 420 screens.

THE TRUMP TAX PLAN’S
DEVILISH DETAILS

The Trump tax plan, unveiled in one sketchy page
last week, is like a bottle of bad wine: It's not aging well.

Central questions remain unanswered. The White
House says it will fill in the important details later, in
the meantime pushing dubious and duplicitous claims.

Three illustrations make the point. Administration
officials won't say whether the personal exemption
would be eliminated, hardly an arcane detail. They
falsely suggest that the plan will increase taxes on
some wealthy investors by eliminating a tax loophole
used by executives of hedge funds and private-equi-
ty firms known as “carried interest.” And they rely on
the dubious assumption that Congress will no longer
allow state and local taxes to be deducted from federal
taxes.

As more phony claims and higher costs emerge, the
already tough task of reforming the tax system beco-
mes even more difficult. President Donald Trump’s
proposal favors more affluent taxpayers and would
add considerably to the federal deficit.

The White House trumpets its proposal to almost
double the standard deduction, from a maximum of
USD12,600 to $24,000. This would benefit many mid-
dle-income taxpayers and simplify the code by encou-
raging more people not to take itemized deductions.

But some of these families actually would face higher
taxes if, as with earlier Trump and Republican plans,
it also eliminates the personal exemption, currently
$4,050 per person. It’s difficult to be precise since the
plan lacks specifics on tax brackets where various ra-
tes would kick in.

Think of a middle-class couple with three kids. With
the personal exemption gone, they’d have to add
$20,250 to their taxable income. That’s nearly double
the new “benefit’ they’d get from the increase in their
standard deduction of $11,400.

The personal exemption costs the government so-
mewhere between $1.6 trillion and $1.9 trillion over
10 years, based on estimates of previous Trump and
congressional Republican tax plans. That's money
that could offset other cuts if eliminated, or contribute
to higher deficits if left in place.

Trump advisers insist that big cuts in tax rates wou-
Id pay for themselves by generating strong economic
growth, a highly speculative claim, to put it gently. They
also claim they’'d add revenue by eliminating most tax
deductions, though not the politically popular write-offs
for charitable contributions and home mortgage inte-
rest. But the plan doesn't specify which deductions
would go, citing only the ones for state and local taxes
paid.

Don't hold your breath. There are 35 Republican con-
gressmen from the high-tax states of California, New
York, New Jersey and lllinois, and some of them are
already balking. With a 22-vote margin in the House
of Representatives and with no Democratic support,
Republican leaders will be dealing with some brutal
arithmetic when it comes to eliminating state and local
tax deductions.

Buy some more red ink.

The idea of ending the carried-interest loophole was
pushed hard by Trump during the 2016 presidential
campaign as he sought to establish his populist cre-
dentials. His advisers have run with that theme since
last week, claiming they’re ready to end that special
tax break, which lets hedge-fund and private-equity
executives pay lower capital-gains rates instead of the
regular rates on ordinary income.

But the Trump proposal would reduce the top cor-
porate rate to 15 percent from 35 percent, meaning it
would be lower than the maximum capital-gains rate.
Since many hedge funds and private-equity firms are
partnerships, their executives would qualify for the
corporate rate under the administration plan. So ulti-
mately their taxes on carried interest would be cut, not
increased.

So much for populism.

Eminem song composer:
New Zealand ad is
‘blatant rip-off’

Nick Perry, Wellington

E composer of the
opening guitar riff for
Eminem’s “Lose Yourself”’
says the soundtrack of a New
Zealand political ad is a “bla-
tant rip-off.”

Jeff Bass told the High
Court in Wellington yester-
day that the song titled “Emi-
nem Esque” that was used
by the ruling National Party
during its 2014 election cam-
paign sounds like “Lose You-
rself Lite.”

But, he added, “It doesn’t
taste so good, though.”

Eminem’s music publishers
Eight Mile Style sued the Na-
tional Party over its use of the
song. The judge-only copyri-
ght infringement case started
Monday and is expected to
last about six days.

The party has previously
said it purchased the sou-
ndtrack for its TV ad from
an Australian-based music
supplier and doesn’t believe
it has infringed anyone’s co-
pyright.

Bass, who lives near Detroit
and traveled to New Zealand
to testify, picked up an acous-
tic guitar and strummed the
famous riff that opens the
Oscar-winning 2002 song in
front of eight lawyers and a
judge in the courtroom.

He said he wrote the song
with Eminem and Luis Resto
over 18 months.

“I picked up a guitar and

THE

A gigantic crane, which was transformed from a tanker, hoists a 6,000-ton key structure of the world’s longest
cross-sea bridge linking Hong Kong, Zhuhai and Macao. The wedge, 12-meter-long and weighing more than
25 Airbus A380 jets, was lowered yesterday to connect the immersed tubes of the underground tunnel of the

bridge. The 55-kilometer infrastructure includes a 22.9-km bridge and 6.7-km underground tunnel.
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Music composer Jeff Bass leaves a

started playing that opening
guitar chord,” he said. “At
that time, I didn’t know if it
was a song or not.”

He said Eminem, aka Mar-
shall Mathers III, put toge-
ther a drum track but then
they got stuck.

“It took him a number of
months to author the perfect
Iyrics that were just right for
the beat,” Bass said.

He said they finished as
Eminem completed work on
his film “8 Mile.”

“It really developed in a li-
ttle studio we had set up in
his trailer,” Bass said. He
said Resto replaced some
of the guitar elements with
keyboards in order to remove
some of the rock feel of the
song without losing the hip
hop tone.

Defense lawyers argue the
musical composition of the
song isn’t particularly origi-
nal. One of them asked Bass if
he considered the soundtrack

courtroom yesterday, in Wellington

Eminem Esque to be musi-
cally inferior.

“Being that it’s a blatant rip
-off, yes,” Bass responded.

The lawyer asked if it was
weaker because it was diffe-
rent. “It doesn’t feel like ‘Lose
Yourself”? the lawyer asked.

“It doesn’t feel like me
playing ‘Lose Yourself,” Bass
said.

The lawyer asked Bass if

he’d agree that the Led Ze-
ppelin song “Kashmir” has a
similar chord pattern.

“No. None whatsoever,”
Bass responded.

Judge Helen Cull asked
Bass if the guitar strum he’d
performed in the courtroom
was common.

Bass said that while he'd
heard those chords played
before, he’d never heard
them in that particular rhy-
thm. He said that by putting
an accent on the third beat it
was as if he was playing guitar
and drums at the same time.

DECISIVE MOMENT Kinhuariu Do

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

THAILAND Immigration
authorities say the
heir to the Red Bull
energy drink fortune,
Vorayuth “Boss”
Yoovidhya, 32, who

is wanted on deadly
hit-and-run charges
flew to Singapore two
days before he was
due to appear before
prosecutors. And
airport authorities in
Singapore confirm his
private plane is still
there.

SYRIA IS militants
staged a surprise
attack in northeastern
Syria, killing at least
30 people, most of
them civilians who
had fled fighting in
areas of Syria and Iraq
held by the extremist
group. The pre-dawn
attack took place after
militants sneaked into
the village of Rajm
Sleibi, located along a
front line that separates
the Kurdish-controlled
Hasakeh province and
IS-held areas further
south.

AFGHANISTAN An
Afghan official says

a Taliban attack in a
northern province has
killed five policemen
and wounded four.

HOLIDAY TIMES

Macau Daily Times will
not be published tomor-
row. The Times will be
back on the stands on

Friday, May 5. However
the MDT website will be
updated with breaking
news during the recess
period. We wish our
readers, advertisers and
friends the best of times.




