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On honor and cause
Dear Editor,

I was contacted by a journalist from 
your newsroom on the phone last Mon-
day (8th May) regarding the UM hono-
rary degree issue. 

I would like to ask you to publish 
this statement, as part of my response 
during that phone conversation which 
contains content that is not correct and 
may cause reputational damage to peo-
ple and the institution that I mentioned.

The reporter called me Monday after-
noon around 2:37 when I was on the 
way to a school. He asked me questions 
about the issue of “attribution of the 
honorary degree of universities’ prac-
tices.” 

During the interview, I mentioned 
that “We paid a certain amount to him 
[George HW Bush]” and “UM might 
pay the honorary degree awardees some 
money”. These two statements were not 
clarified clearly during the interview. 
What I meant is, in practice, a certain 
amount of honorarium will be paid as a 
lecture fee for those awardees who deli-
ver guest lectures. 

I am now writing to clarify that I have 
provided incorrect and misleading sta-
tements during the interview and have 
caused confusion to the public. I apo-
logize to everyone whom I mentioned 
during the interview and to the Univer-
sity of Macau.

Teresa Vong

letter to the editor

Editor’s note: First and foremost, we 
thank Professor Teresa Vong for the clarifi-
cation, which says a lot about her integrity 
as a member of academia, and a respected 
voice in the community. 

In her very telling letter, Prof. Vong refers to 
an article MDT published on Thursday, May 
11 stating that former US President George 
H. W. Bush was allegedly “paid” to receive a 
honoris causa degree. Our source was solid. 
She is a faculty member of the University of 
Macau, and director of a research centre in 
her field, precisely, education – according 
to the information available on UM’s official 
website as of yesterday. 

However, to my surprise, Prof. Vong is no 
longer the director of the Educational Re-
search Centre – nor has been for a good two 
years. It was she who told me of that fact in 
an exchange we had on Saturday regarding 
the sensitive situation.

I think the opacity is pretty much telling of 
the way UM deals with truth and communi-
cation. But that was not the worst example of 
poor communication.

Our reporter had sent a couple of questions 
to UM public relations department trying to 
obtain a comment on the alleged facts on the 
eve of publication, without success. I must 
state that we didn’t have to do it, because our 
reporting was based on an identified, reliab-
le, and official source from the UM. A simple 
reply denying the alleged payment would tri-
gger a different approach from us and pro-
bably we would not be here discussing the 
matter today.

Instead of attending to our email, UM 
decided to communicate on the day the 
news broke. And then, they certainly 
reacted swiftly and aggressively in com-
munications, sending out a regrettable 
and unethical short communiqué, in Por-
tuguese and Chinese, to all newsrooms 
questioning our reporting with two short 
sentences which were direct answers to 
the 2 questions our reporter had asked 

them, which they didn’t care to respond 
to the previous day, and without provi-
ding any sort of clarification or evidence 
to corroborate their denial. At least they 
had the decency - unlike some - to point 
the finger directly at us, not “some En-
glish press.”

The article in question was suspended 
on our website, pending review.

Paulo Coutinho

From left: Maria Galindo, Jara Forcadell, Edmund Lei and Ramon Ferrer

AnAlySiS 

Region lacking policy model for smart city projects
Lynzy Valles 

MaCau has all the as-
sets and potential to 

become a leading “smart 
city” in Asia. However, 
according to consultants 
who have been studying 
the “smart city” concept, it 
needs to fully coordinate its 
efforts and assets to achie-
ve this.

Last week, a group of ex-
perts from Doxa Innova & 
Smart, a Barcelona-based 
strategic consultancy, visi-
ted Macau in partnership 
with the Science and Tech-
nology Development Fund 
(FDCT) and China Green 
Building and Energy Sa-
ving (Macao) Association.

The consultants reitera-
ted the significance of ha-
ving a holistic vision and 
department collaboration 
to produce a “smart city.” 

“What we find is that in 

most cities different de-
partments of the cities 
work in isolation, so each 
of them work [...] on their 
issues but not in a coor-
dinated way,” said Maria 
Galindo, an international 
smart city business mana-
ger from Doxa.

According to Galindo, a 
region can maximize syner-

gy by coordinating their ef-
forts and working together 
in projects with different 
departments, stakeholders 
and agents.

“You [then] have more 
resources and greater ca-
pacity for being innovati-
ve, more flexibility...and 
so more capacities to the 
whole strategic vision for 

the city,” she added.
The team said Macau 

should take advantage of 
the ongoing innovation 
and technology within its 
reach.

The local government has 
included plans to turn Ma-
cau into a smart city in its 
Five-Year Plan. However, it 
currently does not have an 
entity to align the relevant 
departments. 

When asked whether Ma-
cau could become a smart 
city if the government fails 
to produce an entity that 
oversees the process, the 
experts replied that it could 
stagnate the growth in its 
development.

“Part of our research is 
to come up with a mas-
ter plan [and] to help the 
Macau government […] to 
come up with a more ho-
listic and more achievable 
approach to make Macau 

a smart city,” explained Jo-
sep-Ramon Ferrer, an in-
ternational senior advisor 
and institutional business 
development director of 
Doxa.

Currently, researchers are 
interviewing different go-
vernment departments, 
stakeholders and com-
panies to understand the 
smart city projects that are 
currently in development. 

Meanwhile, the consul-
tants have agreed that the 
gaming industry plays a 
crucial role in the region’s 
plan of becoming a smart 
city.

“For the gaming indus-
try and for the smart city 
program, we need to look 
at how we can improve 
the quality [of the service 
provided] to the tourists...
So this is a big part of the 
smart city program pro-
gress,” said Macau-based 

Edmund Lei, director ge-
neral of China Green Bui-
lding and Energy Saving 
(Macao) Association.

In response to queries on 
what the region currently 
needs to effectively develop 
the territory into a smart 
city, the experts said Ma-
cau needs “a government’s 
model” to integrate agents, 
environmental stakehol-
ders and citizens with the 
smart city plan. 

“Without leadership, a 
clear road map and vision, 
it’s going to be difficult to 
achieve that goal,” said Lei. 

“This is important, as well 
as commitment. If we only 
do it halfway, we’ll go back 
to the start and all efforts 
will be wasted,” he conclu-
ded.

The experts held a talk 
last week at the FDCT cen-
ter, inviting guests from re-
levant departments. 
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Julie Zhu

ThE trial of the city’s former 
top prosecutor Ho Chio Meng 

continued yesterday for another 
session after Ho’s lawyer, Oriana 
Pun, was unable to complete her 
closing arguments during last 
Friday’s court session, during 
which the prosecution repeate-
dly leveled accusations against 
Ho.

The morning session focused 
on Ho’s alleged abuse of his pre-
vious powers to outsource con-
tracts to shell companies, and on 
Ho’s alleged establishment of a 
criminal ring operating several 
shell companies. 

Previously, a few witnesses had 
been called to testify on Ho’s lea-
ding roles within said shell com-
panies. 

When the afternoon session 
started, prosecutor Chan Tsz Kin 
declared that each contract whi-
ch had been outsourced to the 
shell companies represents a sin-
gle crime. 

“1,359 contracts total 1,359 cri-
minal behaviors,” said Chan, who 
also noted that Ho Chio Meng, 
when faced with a large number 
of objective facts, “denied accu-
sations made against him, used 
excuses to shirk his responsibili-
ties, did not confess or coopera-
te,” adding that Ho “lost a chance 
of getting a commuted sentence.” 
The prosecutor even cited Zhang 
Dejiang, Chairman of the Natio-
nal People’s Congress and the of-
ficial responsible for overseeing 
Hong Kong and Macau affairs, 
that the Prosecutor General’s 
power should be used “cautious-
ly, for the people, and according 
to the law.” Chan referred to this 
remark to indicate how Ho shou-
ld have used his power as the 
MSAR’s Prosecutor General. 

“Supervising others should start 
from supervising ourselves with 
higher standards,” Chan said, 
while approaching the last seg-
ment of his closing submission. 

He then suggested that the 
court should consider the fact 
that Ho Chio Meng was a high
-ranked official, and that regar-
dless of the amount of money 
involved in his case, the case still 
has a deep and negative impact 
on the Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) and prosecutors. 

As such, Chan requested that 
the court “punish [Ho] heavily.”

According to Chan, the pro-
secution requests for Ho Chio 
Meng to pay more than MOP 70 
million to the MP. 

Moreover, the prosecutor re-
quested that the court make a 
fair judgment. 

Following the end of the prose-
cution’s closing arguments, Ho 
Chio Meng’s lawyer, Oriana Pun, 

began by expressing that she was 
not trying to be offensive. 

Pun said that the case “relates to 
Ho Chio Meng’s life and death.” 
The lawyer criticized the probe 
made by the Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC). Pun said that 
many “facts” in the accusations 
against Ho were based on inves-
tigations led by CCAC, which she 
deemed “very suspicious.” In ad-
dition, Pun accused the prosecu-
tion of making the presumption 
of guilt, and to have based the in-
dictment on biased evidence and 
CCAC investigations. 

According to Pun, CCAC did 
not verify some of the evidence 
provided by Ho Chio Meng, and 
their investigation was biased 
against Ho, being “inconsistent 
with the facts.” 

She accused the CCAC of having 
a “rich imagination” throughout 
the investigations in Ho’s case.  
“Even if Ho Chio Meng sneezed it 
would have been equal to giving 
an instruction,” said Pun.

During a previous trial session, 
a CCAC commissioner provided 
a PowerPoint file that the court 
accepted as evidence. 

However, the file had not been 
previously included in the in-
dictment file.  Pun expressed her 
disagreement towards this inci-
dent, deeming that the file vio-
lated the debate and was mixed 
with other evidence. 

“It gives people a feeling that 
the entire thing is real,” com-
plained Pun, while insisting on 
the CCAC’s alleged biased inves-
tigation. “[If] a lie is true after 
being said many times, why is 
the PowerPoint needed?” asked 
Pun, adding that the file contai-
ned many mistakes. 

Pun also indicated that the 
prosecution department, when 
investigating Ho Chio Meng and 

therefore themselves, had only 
two options: either they could un-
derstand the case, or they could 
be against Ho. 

According to Pun, some of the 
facts have not been confirmed, so 
the court should refuse to accept 
them as evidence. “Witnesses 
should only speak about facts, 
[if they] talk about feelings their 
statements should be disregar-
ded,” explained Pun, adding that 
CCAC did not invite a professio-
nal organization to properly as-
sess some of the evidence. 

Pun also remarked that wrong 
investigations lead to wrong 
answers. 

“Many of the testimonies given 
by MP employees have reserva-
tions, and I hope that the court can 
spend some effort to look at some 
of the accusations,” said Pun. 

“It’s not that we don’t want to 
find witnesses,” clarified Pun, 
adding that “some of them can-
not come, some of them dare not 
come because they have been in-
fluenced by the news or by other 
reasons. We don’t have enough 
time to prepare all the documen-
ts.” 

The lawyer suggested the court 
to not listen to the testimonies 
selectively. 

“If people say you committed 
crimes but, in reality, you did 
not, then it is extremely difficult 
for you to prove your innocen-
ce,” said Pun. 

“Presumption of innocence and 
the benefit of doubt are with the 
defendant.”

According to Pun, Ho Chio 
Meng, as the previous leader 
and a high official of MP, nee-

ded to handle confidential and 
sensitive information at times, 
just like it was also necessary for 
him to meet with some people 
discreetly. 

The lawyer also said that Ho, 
as Prosecutor General, could 
not name certain people and 
places in court, “including those 
which are more important than 
himself, and that he needs to de-
fend.”  

Until now, Pun’s closing sub-
missions have denied accusa-
tions against Ho that deem him 
guilty of fraud, specifically rela-
ted to Wang Xiandi, a woman 
allegedly hired by Ho to work for 
MP but did not work for the de-
partment.

Ho also stands accused of kee-
ping pieces of agarwood sei-
zed by the Customs Service in 
his personal collection, back in 
2013. 

Ho’s lawyer said that the 
agarwood never left the MP, 
deeming that these accusations 
should not be made against Ho 
because his subordinate did not 
file records according to the re-
gulations. 

For the one and a half days that 
the closing submission session 
lasted, the prosecution used two 
mornings to lay out accusations 
against Ho. 

Ho’s lawyer presented her 
submissions in one afternoon. 
The closing submission sessions 
were previously planned to take 
place on May 11 and May 12. As 
Ho’s lawyer did not complete 
her closing submission, court re-
sumes today. 

 

Ho’s lawyer denies accusations 
against former prosecutor 

 
even if Ho Chio 
Meng sneezed 
it would have 
been equal 
to giving an 
instruction.

ORIANA PUN 

The celebrations of the centenary of the Fatima apparitions were also held in Macau, where thousands attended Saturday’s 
Procession of Our Lady of Fátima (pictured). In Portugal, the Vatican said half a million people attended Pope Francis’ open-
air Mass in Fatima, where he canonized the two shepherd children who reportedly saw apparitions of the Virgin Mary 100 
years ago.

ONE SHOT NEWS
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Drug abuse among 
youngsters drops in 2016

ThE number of youngs-
ters on the list of drug 

abusers dropped signifi-
cantly in 2016 when com-
pared year-on-year, the So-
cial Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
said in a statement after the 
first plenary meeting of the 
year from Narcotics Con-
trol Commission (CLD) 
late last week. 

According to the IAS, 
citing figures from the 
Central Registry of Drug 
Abuse of Macau, the total 
number of drug users in 
the region in 2016 was 548, 
of which 6.2 percent were 
minors. This represented 
a drop of 55.3 percent year- 
on-year.

The most consumed subs-
tance continues to be “ice,” 
which was said to be ac-
countable for 35.4 percent 
of the total of drugs consu-
med in Macau last year, a 
figure that continues to rise.

The figures further 
showed that drug con-
sumption usually takes 
place in the user’s home, 
a friend’s house or a hotel 
room, constituting 70 per-
cent of the cases. This con-
tributes to the difficulties in 

identifying drug users.   
The average amount 

spent for drug consump-
tion also rose, increasing 
by 11.8 percent year-on- 
year to a monthly average 
of MOP7,330.

During the plenary mee-
ting, the CLD team in 
charge of monitoring drug 
consumption among youth 
presented a follow-up plan 
on detoxification, as well 
as a new mobile app that 
will raise awareness of how 
best to prevent drug abuse 
and utilize community in-
tervention teams to provi-
de youth and their families 
with advice and assistance.

An additional topic dis-
cussed was the new drug 
law that came into force on 
January 28 this year, which 
implements new changes 
such as heavy penalties for 
both trafficking and con-
sumption.

CLD members concluded 
that it was necessary to 
re-establish the “Working 
Group for the Enforcement 
and Follow-up of the An-
ti-drugs Law” in order to 
study the effects of the new 
law.  

 ad

LawmakEr José Pereira 
Coutinho recently presen-

ted a written enquiry urging 
the government to pay more 
attention to the environmental 
conditions of public spaces, es-
pecially regarding the Ferreira 
do Amaral Square in the city 
center.

The enquiry addressed several 
environmental issues as well as 
lack of maintenance of the spa-
ce, and included photographic 
proof of the statements.

Coutinho claimed that refuse 
accumulates in the area over 
extended periods of time wi-
thout any noticeable efforts 
from the responsible cleaning 
company.

The problem constitutes a se-
rious public health matter and 
“seriously affects the tourism 
image of the city,” he wrote in 
the enquiry.

Construction flaws, unrepai-
red damage and maintenance 
problems were also addressed, 
as they have resulted in cases 
of poor ventilation and water 
accumulation, potentially cau-
sing serious health problems 
for residents.

Traffic in the area was addres-
sed mainly in relation to public 
transportation and the fact that, 
according to the lawmaker, the 
roundabout does not support 
the traffic congestion primarily 
caused by buses. The enquiry 
questioned whether “there is 
any scientifically-based plan to 
relieve the traffic pressure on 
the mentioned square.”

The enquiry also recalled that 
last week, the Public Securi-
ty Police Force (PSP) revealed 
that a body was found along 
the underpass connected to the 
same square.

The PSP said in its statement 
that it had ruled the case a sui-
cide and forwarded it to the Ju-
diciary Police for further inves-
tigation. RM

Lawmaker slams central 
roundabout condition 
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Lynzy Valles

ThE International Ladies 
Club of Macau (ILCM) 
marked its 35th anni-
versary with its Annual 

Charity Ball on Saturday at J.W 
Marriott, raising over MOP1.2 
million.

Some 270 participants attended 
this year’s ball, where the group 
launched its digital bidding sys-
tem to increase convenience for 
bidders. 

Incepted in 1982, the main pur-
pose of the club was to provide 
a social platform for women to 
gather and perform charitable 
works together.

Sophie Lei, president of ILCM, 
sat down with the Times to sha-
re how the club has lent society a 
helping hand over the years. 

Lei first came to know about the 
club in 1989, when the club mem-
bers had already been visiting or-
phanages and elderly homes. 

“I thought that it was a very 
good idea, other than social 
events that we do, we know how 
to share [with the needy],” she 
said. 

Sophie Lei

ILCM marks 35th 
anniversary with charity ball 

She said the club currently has 
more than 200 members, nearly 
80 percent of who are expatria-
tes.  

 “Nowadays, other than the ex-
pats, we have a good number of 
local people who [have] joined 
the club,” she said. 

The association usually has a 

list of 23 charitable associations 
that they assist, including indi-
viduals in need. 

ILCM’s volunteers assist local 
charities through hands-on vo-
lunteer aid and monetary grants. 
They also distribute donations 
and sponsorships through funds 
raised by ILCM fundraisers. 

The group’s Community Ser-
vices team also liaises with 
businesses and charities, and 
helps them obtain financial 
grants that are beyond ILCM’s 
budget. 

ILCM’s latest annual report, 
dated from June 2015 to June 
2016, states that the club dis-
tributed over MOP1,253,000 
to fund or purchase water fil-
ters, food, youth events, oxy-
gen machines, educational 
trips and materials, building 
repairs, the partial purchase 
of a van and other expenses. 

Lei admitted that it is cur-
rently harder to raise funds 
for the needy as the residents 
have a greater awareness of 
these associations. 

“It’s not that easy for us to 
raise money as before, be-
cause people know that if 
they want to help someone, 
they can go directly to them. 
But that was also the growth 
of the society that we love to 
see, because people are really 
aware that there are some less 
fortunate people around,” Lei 
explained. 

While the ILCM Facebook 
page has over 1,200 members, 
Lei noted that the page has 
also served as a platform for 
both expats and locals to seek 
and gather relevant informa-
tion – not all of them are ac-
tual club members.

However, Lei hopes that they 
will eventually formally apply 
to be official members of the 
ILCM.

ILCM aims to acquire 400 
members by the end of June.

“They pay a membership fee 
[of MOP500] to cover admi-
nistration costs of the club. 
But we are so proud to say 
that we don’t have any paid 
staff. Everything is volunteer 
work,” the club president said.

Meanwhile, Lei expressed 
her hopes that the local gover-
nment would allow wives of 
expatriates residing in the re-
gion the opportunity to work 
and contribute to society. 

“I think they [government] 
should think about granting 
special working permits for 
these ladies to find a job. A lot 
of these ladies are professio-
nals,” Lei said.

“Their kids are growing up 
and they have nothing to do 
[because] they are not allowed 
to work. So this is something 
that we feel bad about. We 
hope that if the government 
allows […], they can contribu-
te,” she concluded. 
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AFA participates 
in Affordable Art 
Fair Hong Kong
The Art For All Society (AFA) will 
participate in “The 5th Affordable 
Art Fair Hong Kong.” The art fair 
will take place in Hall 3D&E of 
the Hong Kong Convention and 
Exhibition Centre from May 19 to 
21. The three-day fair will showcase 
artworks from 113 galleries, 
including 11 Macau artists: Cai Guo 
Jie, Célia Rosário, Fan In Kuan, 
Filipe Miguel das Dores, James Chu, 
José Drummond, Lai Sio Kit, Season 
Lao, Sylviye Lei, Tang Kuok Hou 
and Wong Ka Long. AFA said in a 
press release that the event aims to 
promote work by local artists.

Carneiro praised 
for Macau role
Roberto Carneiro, president of the 
Macau Portuguese School Foundation 
(FEPM) and former Education 
Minister in Portugal, was decorated 
with an honorific title by the 
Portuguese President, Marcelo Rebelo 
de Sousa. During the ceremony held 
in Lisbon, the current Education 
Minister, Tiago Brandão Rodrigues, 
praised Carneiro’s contribution to 
the Portuguese educational sector 
and specifically mentioned his role 
in the major project of the Macau 
Portuguese School.

ChiEf Executive Chui Sai On 
stated that the government is 

committed to optimizing Macau’s 
top-level policy efforts in order to 
further integrate with the country’s 
development in the “Belt and Road” 
initiative. 

Chui made these remarks on Satur-
day prior to his departure for Bei-
jing, where he took part in yester-
day’s opening ceremony of the Belt 
and Road Forum for International 
Cooperation. 

According to Chui, “unimpeded 
trade”, “financial integration” and 
“people-to-people exchanges” were 
the three main goals regarding Ma-
cau’s participation in the Silk Road 
Economic Belt and the 21st-Century 
Maritime Silk Road (collectively 
known as the “Belt and Road” initia-
tive).

Chui also introduced details of the 
government’s plan. Domestically, 
Macau will work closely with regio-
nal partners such as the Guangdong 
Province and the Fujian Province. 
Externally, the government will tap 
Macau’s extensive network of re-
turned overseas Chinese, as well as 

the region’s links with Portuguese- 
ww wspeaking countries, to actively 
seek closer ties with them and other 
nations in Southeast Asia.

Chui stated the government plans 
to set up a scholarship encouraging 
local students to join exchange even-
ts in places covered by the “Belt and 
Road” initiative.

He added that taking part in the 
“Belt and Road” initiative has given 
Macau further opportunities to ser-
ve the country and to strengthen the 
“One country, two systems” principle.

Chui pictured before departing to Beijing 

Al eleCTion 

CCAC suspects 
free meals are 
luring voters 

CE outlines strategy 
for ‘Belt and Road’ 
participation 

NoTing that po-
tential election 

candidates have started 
to collect voters’ signa-
tures, the Commission 
Against Corruption 
(CCAC) said that it has 
received reports clai-
ming that some groups 
or individuals recently 
hosted propaganda ac-
tivities under the pre-
text of offering free or 
discounted meals to 
participants.

During these activi-
ties, announcements 
were made in relation 
to certain persons’ in-
tentions to run for the 
upcoming election, and 
nominating committee 
forms were given to the 
participants to sign. 

The corruption watch-
dog reiterated in its sta-
tement that, according 
to Article 170 of the 
Electoral Regime of the 
Legislative Assembly 

of Macau, anyone who 
offers promises, bene-
fits or grants, by him-
self or through another 
person,  to a natural 
or legal person so that 
the latter will follow 
his direction to or not 
to form a nominating 
committee, commits 
electoral corruption 
and may be subject to 
imprisonment for one 
to eight years. 

The CCAC reminded 
citizens that by law, 
they commit electoral 
corruption if they ac-
cept benefits in return 
for forming a nomi-
nating committee and 
signing the relevant 
forms which result in 
the creation of a candi-
date list.

The CCAC also stres-
sed that it will inves-
tigate the reports and 
complaints about elec-
toral bribery. 
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India’s potential plan to sell 
only electric cars by the end 
of next decade would require 
nearly eight times the global 

stock of such vehicles, according to 
the International Energy Agency.

The country would need to sell 
more than 10 million electric cars 
in 2030, compared with the almost 
1.3 million on the road worldwide in 
2015, the agency said. The goal also 
equals 10 percent of the 2030 target 
for electric vehicles on the road glo-
bally agreed to in the Paris climate 
talks.

While the details are yet to be 
worked out, “it is an ambitious plan 
nonetheless,” the IEA said. “Regar-
dless, the exact formulation of the 
target and the extent of its long-
term achievement, it is a good step 
that will help India to be among the 
global leaders in deploying a tech-
nology that is crucial to temper in-
creasing oil import needs, local air 
pollution in cities, and limit CO2 
emissions.”

India’s fast-growing economy and 

rising urbanization has set it on 
course as a key driver of global ener-
gy growth in the coming decades. A 
group of ministers has been direc-
ted to ensure that by 2030 almost 
all vehicles in the country are powe-
red by electricity as a way to cut oil 
imports and pollution, according to 
a government statement in March 
citing Power Minister Piyush Goyal. 
The idea is that not a single gasoline 
or diesel car should be sold in the 
country by then, the Press Trust of 
India reported Goyal as saying.

While reaching the target would 

chop almost 10 percent of India’s 
2030 forecast oil use, the country 
would remain a key center of global 
consumption growth, second only 
to China, as road freight transport, 
petrochemicals and the residential 
sector continue to push demand hi-
gher, the IEA said.

India had close to 5,000 electric 
vehicles on the road by the end 
of last year, according to the IEA. 
That compares with the more than 
3 million passenger vehicles sold in 
the country in the year ended Mar-
ch 31. Bloomberg

India’s 2030 all-electric 
car target seen 
‘ambitious’ by IEA 

PokerStars owner 
Amaya changes 
name, moves HQ in 
transformation
Sandrine Rastello

PokErsTars owner 
Amaya Inc. is renaming 

itself The Stars Group Inc. 
and relocating to Toron-
to, part of Chief Executive 
Officer Rafi Ashkenazi’s 
efforts to transform the 
online gambling company 
after a difficult period.

Promoted after founder 
David Baazov stepped 
down amid insider tra-
ding charges and poor 
earnings performance, 
Ashkenazi is working to 
pay down debt, install a 
new management team 
and lessen the company’s 
exposure to the unsta-
ble online-poker busi-
ness. Amaya just hired 
an industry veteran from 
William Hill Plc to focus 
on mergers and acquisi-
tions, which Ashkenazi 
has said could play a cen-
tral role in the second half 
of the year.

Deals could help Amaya 

diversify beyond poker, 
which made up 69 percent 
of the company’s total re-
venue in the first quarter, 
compared with 75 percent 
a year earlier. In a sign 
Ashkenazi’s efforts may 
be working, online casino 
games and sports book ac-
counted for 27 percent of 
sales, up from 21 percent.

The company also mana-
ged to post its first increa-
se in revenue from poker 
in three quarters, fue-
ling earnings that topped 
analysts’ estimates. The 
poker business has been 
in decline since the U.S. 
outlawed online-gaming 
companies and professio-
nal card players started 
elbowing out amateurs.

Amaya will seek sha-
reholder approval for the 
name change at its an-
nual meeting, according 
to a statement Friday. 
The company is currently 
based outside Montreal. 
Bloomberg
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Sree Vidya Bhaktavatsalam, 
Alfred Liu

ThE Hong Kong Monetary 
Authority tightened limits 

on bank loans to property de-
velopers, as it seeks to contain 
risks in the city’s booming real- 
estate market.

From June 1, the caps for cons-
truction finance will be cut to 40 
percent of site value and 80 per-
cent of construction cost, with 
the overall limit reduced to 50 
percent of the expected value of 
completed properties. For de-
velopers with weaker finances, 
banks should consider deeper 
cuts, the monetary authority 
said in a statement Friday.

Local institutions should set 
aside an adequate amount of 
capital for exposures to develo-
pers offering high loan-to-value 
mortgages, it said. Lending by 
some developers had been “in-
consistent” with prudent practi-
ces, the HKMA said. Total mor-
tgage loans by major developers 
amounted to HKD27.6 billion 
(USD3.5 billion) as of December 

2016, up from HK$14.2 billion 
six months earlier, the HKMA 
said.

Hong Kong’s property market, 
the world’s least affordable, has 
been on a tear despite attempts 
by the city’s leaders to cool prices 
in November by imposing addi-

tional taxes. Developers, whi-
ch unlike banks aren’t subject 
to mortgage loan limits by the 
HKMA, have been increasingly 
aggressive in offering funding 
to buyers, prompting warnings 
from Hong Kong’s de facto cen-
tral bank that risks are rising.

Last month, the HKMA ex-
pressed concern about the riski-
ness of mortgages with high 
loan-to-value ratios issued by 
developers, as some analysts 
warned that property prices 
in the city are unsustainable. 
Analysts including Cusson Leu-
ng at JPMorgan Chase & Co. 
said that any external shocks 
could trigger tighter liquidi-
ty in the city’s banking system 
and increase home buyers’ bor-
rowing costs.

Prices of existing homes in 
Hong Kong have surged to re-
cords as buyer demand has re-
mained brisk and developers 
have lured buyers with incen-
tives and loan offers. Hong 
Kong’s secondary private resi-
dential property prices rose 0.5 
percent in the week ended May 
7, Centaline Property Agency 
said on its website Friday, brin-
ging the increase this past year 
to more than 21 percent.

The HKMA said Friday that 
some developers involved in re-
cent land acquisition and deve-
lopment projects relied heavily 

Kana Nishizawa

ThE Federal Reserve is 
playing havoc with the 

Hong Kong dollar - and the 
stock market could be next.

The pegged currency has 
been torpedoed this year, 
sliding to a 15-month low 
versus the greenback as a 
mortgage war deters lo-
cal banks from tightening 
along with the Fed. As the 
interest-rate differential 
with the U.S. widens, stra-
tegists are tipping further 
losses, and equity investors 
are taking note.

The Hong Kong dollar 
is within 0.2 percent of 
HKD7.80 per U.S. dollar, 
a level that could trigger 
outflows from the stock 
market, according to Am-
ple Capital Ltd. and Co-
re-Pacific Yamaichi. Their 
theory? Traders start dit-
ching rate-sensitive equi-
ties on concern the weak-
ness will spur officials to 
start buying the currency to 
shore up the peg, thereby 
boosting borrowing costs.

“7.80 would be the psy-
chological level to have 
some impact on Hong 
Kong stocks,”  Alex Wong, 
a director of asset mana-
gement at Ample Capital, 
which oversees about $120 

million. That level - which 
currency strategists expect 
to be reached mid-year 
- would be a signal that 
short-term Hong Kong 
dollar interest rates may be 
poised to increase.

“People would not be 
comfortable,” Wong said. 
The Hang Seng Index tra-
ditionally moves in tan-
dem with the city’s cur-
rency, falling when the 
Hong Kong dollar moves 
toward the weak end of its 
HK$7.75 to HK$7.85 per 
dollar trading band, as it 
did at the start of 2016.

Demand for Hong Kong 
shares as buyers flee a 
selloff in mainland China 
has helped dilute that re-
lationship, however, with 
the Hang Seng rallying 
to its highest point since 
July 2015. Property stocks 
- likely the most vulnerab-
le to an uptick in concern 
about rising rates - have 
driven this year’s 14 per-
cent advance.

Hong Kong has been ti-
ghtening: the city’s de fac-
to central bank boosted its 
base rate twice since the 
start of December, tracking 
the Fed because of the de-
mands of the peg, which 
was put in place 34 years 
ago to stymie capital out-

flows in the lead up to the 
territory’s return to Chine-
se rule. But local lenders’ 
reluctance to pass that in-
crease on has seen the pre-
mium on Libor - the one-
month U.S. interbank rate 
- over Hong Kong’s Hibor 
rate swell to more than 61 
basis points, the most since 
December 2008.

There’s a higher chance 
of the Hong Kong dollar 
reaching the weak end of 
the trading band, Gold-
man Sachs analysts said in 
a note earlier this month. 
Once the currency gets to 
HK$7.85, the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority is obli-
gated to step in and support 
it. The last time the Autho-
rity intervened to purchase 
local currency was in May 
2005, when it traded clo-
se to HK$7.80. The Hong 
Kong dollar weakened for 
a third day, to $7.7922 on 
Friday.

HK$7.80 is the midpoint 
of that range, and dropping 
to that level would unleash 
expectations for interven-
tion, fueling risk aversion in 
equities, said Castor Pang, 
head of research at the in-
vestment bank Core-Pacific 
Yamaichi in Hong Kong.

“The chance of a U.S. in-
terest-rate hike in June 

looks high, which is likely 
to further drive funds out 
of Hong Kong dollars and 
in to dollars -- seeking hi-
gher returns,” he said.

The Hong Kong dollar 
is also on other stock wa-
tchers’ radars: Andrew 
Clarke, director of trading 
at Mirabaud Asia Ltd. in 
Hong Kong said the cur-
rency moving out of the 
HK$7.755 to HK$7.77 
range that it spent most of 
2016 within is unnerving 
investors.

While the reasons behind 
this bout of Hong Kong 
dollar weakness are diffe-
rent to the start of last year, 
when it spiked weaker 
as gyrations in Chinese 
markets whipsawed global 
investors, this decline will 
still put pressure on equi-
ties, he said.  There will be 
less demand for the cur-
rency in anticipation of rate 
increases, which weighs on 
stocks, bonds and property 
as people repatriate funds 
back into U.S. dollars for 
the higher returns.

Tommy Ong, managing 
director for Treasury and 
markets at DBS Hong 
Kong Ltd. says there’s not 
enough loan demand in 
Hong Kong to provide su-
pport for the currency.

The Hong Kong dollar 
may weaken to HK$7.80 
some time before mid-Ju-
ne if the interest rate diffe-
rential widens to 1 percent, 
Ong said.  Pressure on the 
stock market will be tem-
porary as sentiment will 
be supported by gains in 
global equity markets, es-
pecially those in the U.S. 
which are rising on expec-
tations for fiscal stimulus.

Stephen Innes, a senior 
currency trader at Oanda 
Corp. isn’t overly worried, 
though. The Hong Kong 
dollar will probably weaken 
further as markets price 
in Fed rate hikes, but the 
downside will be limited at 
HK$7.8, he said.  Interest 
rate differentials are likely 
to narrow as there was a 
gradual normalization on 

that front when U.S. policy 
makers started to move ra-
tes previously.

Philip Li, a senior fund 
manager at Value Partners 
Ltd., whose parent over-
sees about $14.5 billion 
of investments, doesn’t 
see the currency hitting 
HK$7.85.

Hong Kong dollar weak-
ness is caused by the 
dollar’s gains on the back of 
tightening monetary policy 
and improvement in U.S. 
economic fundamentals, 
Li said. That retreat may 
be tempered after the Fed 
hikes rates again. There’s 
unlikely to be a panic in 
equity markets.  Inflows of 
capital from China are hel-
ping buoy liquidity in Hong 
Kong, which is keeping a lid 
on rates, he said. Bloomberg

HK curbs lending to developers 
as property risks soar 

Hong Kong Dollar selloff risks derailing the city’s stocks 

 From June 
1, the caps for 
construction 
finance will 
be cut to 40 
percent of 
site value and 
80 percent of 
construction 
cost

on debt and banks financing 
them may in some cases face 
a “substantially higher level of 
credit and moral hazard risks.”

Some real estate developers 
have been aggressively bidding 
for sites in Hong Kong, HKMA’s 
Deputy Chief Executive Arthur 
Yuen said in a briefing Friday. 
Some developers are using high 
leverage for financing and bor-
rowing from different banks, he 
said.

In one indication of heated 
competition for land, nine de-
velopers are bidding for a rare 
commercial project site in cen-
tral Hong Kong on Murray 
Road, according to Radio Tele-
vision Hong Kong. Bloomberg
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We should 
foster a vision 
of common, 
comprehensive, 
cooperative 
and sustainable 
security.

XI JINPING 

Joe McDonald, Christopher Bodeen 

PlEdging more than 
USD100 billion in finan-
cing, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping called yester-

day for closer cooperation across 
Asia and Europe in areas from 
anti-terrorism to investment as 
leaders from 29 countries gathe-
red to promote a Chinese initia-
tive that could increase Beijing’s 
global influence.

The “Belt and Road Initiative” 
calls for building ports, railways 
and other facilities in a vast arc of 
65 countries. Other countries wel-
come the investment, but govern-
ments including the United Sta-
tes, Russia and India have expres-
sed unease that Beijing also might 
be using the effort to increase its 
political stature.

Speaking before an audience 
that included Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, Xi said his gover-
nment has “no desire to impose 
our will on others.” But he called 
for “economic integration” and 
cooperation on financial regula-
tion, anti-terrorism and security 
— fields in which China’s heft as 
the world’s No. 2 economy would 
make it a dominant player.

“We should foster a vision of 
common, comprehensive, coope-
rative and sustainable security,” 
said Xi. He called for stepped- 
up action against terrorism and 
what he called its root causes of 
poverty and social injustice.

In a reminder of potential se-
curity threats, North Korea test-
fired a ballistic missile yesterday 
that flew for a half-hour and rea-
ched an unusually high altitude of 
2,000 kilometers.

The launch was seen as a 
challenge to a new South Korean 
president who was elected last 
week and came as U.S., Japanese 
and European naval forces gathe-
red for war games in the Pacific.

The “Belt and Road” is Xi’s sig-
nature foreign policy initiative. 
The two-day meeting that started 
yesterday gives the Chinese pre-
sident a platform to promote his 
image as a global leader and free 
trade advocate in contrast to Pre-
sident Donald Trump, who has 
called for import restrictions.

China is hardly the first gover-
nment to promote regional trade 
links. Japan has given billions 
of dollars in grants and low-cost 
loans to Southeast Asian nations 
to build ports and other facilities, 
and governments including Sou-
th Korea have launched trade ini-
tiatives. But Beijing’s effort is the 
most ambitious and is backed by 
China’s financial muscle and sta-
tus as the biggest global trader.

Chinese officials have said pre-
viously that “Belt and Road” is 
purely commercial, though Xi’s 
comments Sunday indicated Bei-
jing sees that as including a broad 
array of regulatory and other 
coordination with potentially far
-reaching consequences.

Some diplomats and political 
analysts say Beijing is trying to 
create a political and economic 
network centered on China, push 
the United States out of the region 
and rewrite rules on trade and se-

Xi Jinping (center), Vladimir Putin (center left) and Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov (center right) chat during a 
breakfast prior to the opening ceremony of the Belt and Road Forum

Xi Jinping says Silk Road plan 
boosts finance, security ties 

curity. The United States and Ja-
pan, which Beijing sees as rivals 
for influence in Asia, are not part 
of “Belt and Road.”

China and Russia already are 
partners, along with Central 
Asian governments, in the Shan-
ghai Cooperation Organization, a 
security group widely seen as an 
effort to counter U.S. influence in 
the region.

Putin, Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Mi-
nister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan 
echoed Xi’s theme that economic 
development would help to nur-
ture political stability and neutra-
lize support for radical groups.

The Russian leader complained 
about “illegal sanctions” — a pos-
sible reference to U.S. trade pe-
nalties imposed on Moscow over 
Ukraine — and warned that trade 
protectionism is creating a “bree-
ding ground” for terrorism.

Closer economic integration 
“should change the very political 
and economic landscape of the 
continent, bringing Eurasia stabi-
lity, prosperity,” said Putin.

Referring to Beijing’s plan, Er-
dogan said, “This is going to be 
the kind of initiative that puts an 
end to terrorism.”

Xi called for regional coope-
ration in finance — a field whe-
re China’s huge state-owned 
banking industry and $3 trillion 
of foreign currency reserves wou-
ld make it the dominant player.

“We should establish a sustai-
nable financial system that keeps 
risk under control,” said Xi.

The president also announced 
additional Chinese financing for 
“Belt and Road” totaling 780 
billion yuan ($113 billion).

That includes lending totaling 
380 billion yuan ($55 billion) by 
two noncommercial state banks, 
up to 300 billion yuan ($43 
billion) from state-owned com-
mercial lenders and a 100 billion 
yuan ($14.5 billion) contribution 
to the Silk Road Fund, set up in 
2014 to finance infrastructure 
projects.

Xi said his government also 
would provide aid worth 60 
billion yuan ($8.7 billion) to deve-
loping countries and internatio-
nal organizations.

He said Beijing plans to announ-
ce dozens of new investment and 
other agreements during the two-
day event.

Pakistan’s government announ-
ced it had signed memoranda of 
understanding on Saturday with 
China on possible projects worth 
a total of $500 million. That is on 
top of railway, power and other 
projects announced previously 
in an “economic corridor” linking 
China’s far west with the Indian 
Ocean that Pakistani officials have 
said are worth up to $55 billion.

Other leaders at the gathering 
included Premier Paolo Gentilo-
ni of Italy and President Michel-
le Bachelet of Chile. No major 
Western leaders attended, thou-
gh Britain, France and Germany 
were represented by top finance 
officials.

A U.S. delegation was attending 
the meeting, led by Matt Pottin-
ger, special assistant to Trump 
and senior director for East Asia 
at the National Security Council.

The United States and other 
governments have said “Belt and 
Road” is a natural outgrowth of 
China’s status as the biggest glo-
bal trader, and U.S. officials have 
said they want to work with Bei-
jing on infrastructure. But they 
also have expressed concern that 
Beijing might undermine human 
rights and international stan-
dards for lending or leave poor 
countries with too much debt.

Pottinger spoke in the afternoon 
at a side event at the forum, where 
he stressed the importance of pri-
vate-sector participation in major 
infrastructure projects, according 
to remarks released by the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing. He was due 
to meet Monday with Chinese 
officials and representatives of 
U.S. companies looking at poten-
tial “Belt and Road” opportuni-
ties, said embassy spokeswoman 
Mary Beth Polley.

Details on which companies 
were involved and what activities 
the work group will undertake 

were not immediately available, 
Polley said.

Chinese state-owned lenders 
have put up most of the money for 
“Belt and Road,” but Beijing says 
it wants projects to attract private 
investment.

Speaking at yesterday’s event, 
former U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson said Beijing needs 
to make its initiative more trans-
parent to attract partners.

“I know the United States has 
been among those countries 
apparently most skeptical,” said 
Paulson, who was in office in 
2006-09. “The more China can 
demonstrate the ‘Belt and Road 
Initiative’ is open to outside par-
ticipation in this way, the more 
it will be embraced by global and 
even American firms and su-
ppliers.”

India delivered an implicit cri-
ticism Saturday in a statement 
that said such an initiative should 
meet international norms and not 
create unsustainable debt.

India has objected to Chinese 
state-owned companies working 
in the Pakistani-held part of 
Kashmir, the Himalayan region 
claimed by both sides. New Delhi 
sees that as an endorsement of 
Pakistan’s control.

“No country can accept a project 
that ignores its core concerns on 
sovereignty and territorial inte-
grity,” the statement said.

“Belt and Road,” named for dual 
trade routes through the Indian 
Ocean and Central Asia, is the 
biggest of a series of initiatives 
launched by Beijing over the past 
decade to gain a global leadership 
role to match its economic suc-
cess.

China led the creation in 2014 of 
a new regional lender, the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank, 
to finance ports, highways and 
other projects.

Xi promised to avoid forming a 
“small group” of allies, which he 
said might harm regional stabili-
ty.

Instead, he said, Beijing wants 
“partnerships of friendship” and a 
“big family of harmonious coexis-
tence.” AP

beijing suddenly has blue skies, clean air

VisiTing offiCials were 
greeted by blue skies in Beijing, 
which are unusual most of the year 
but common at major events like 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration forum, national legislative 
meetings and any time large con-
tingents of visiting dignitaries are 
in town. Yesterday morning, the 
concentration of PM2.5 - the small 
particles that pose the greatest 
health risk - was near zero, accord-
ing to a U.S. Embassy pollution 

monitor. Beijing typically aver-
ages a level about three times the 
World Health Organization’s rec-
ommendation of no more than 25 
for any 24-hour period, and occa-
sionally spikes into the hundreds 
as occurred earlier this month. As 
with past extravaganzas like the 
2008 Olympics and 2015 China 
Victory Day Parade, China leaves 
nothing to chance and every detail 
is crucial in the drive to advertise 
Beijing’s largesse.
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oThE imprisonment of 
a Christian politician 

for blaspheming Islam 
has triggered an outpou-
ring of anger and support 
around Indonesia.

Nightly candlelight vi-
gils have been held in ci-
ties across the sprawling 
archipelago since Tues-
day when the governor 
of the capital Jakarta, 
Basuki “Ahok” Tjahaja 
Purnama, was found gui-
lty and sentenced to two 
years prison.

Months of huge protests 
against Ahok by Islamic 
hardliners and the unex-
pectedly severe sentence 
have undermined the re-
putation of Indonesia, the 
world’s most populous 
Muslim nation, for prac-
ticing a moderate form of 
Islam.

Indonesians abroad also 
held vigils in cities inclu-
ding Amsterdam, Toron-
to and Melbourne, Aus-
tralia.

Ahok was moved to a 
detention center outside 
Jakarta after thousands 
of supporters converged 
Tuesday on the high-se-
curity prison in the capi-
tal where he was initially 

Vigils held for Christian politician 
imprisoned in Indonesia 

sent. His lawyers plan to 
appeal.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment, U.N. Human Ri-
ghts Office, Amnesty 
International and the 
U.K. ambassador to In-
donesia have criticized 
the sentence, which was 
imposed despite prosecu-
tors downgrading the ori-
ginal charges and seeking 
a non-custodial sentence 
of two years of probation.

The blasphemy case was 
a decisive factor in Ahok’s 
defeat to a Muslim candi-
date in last month’s elec-
tion for Jakarta governor.

Hard-line Islamic 

groups opposed to ha-
ving a non-Muslim leader 
for the city capitalized on 
the blasphemy controver-
sy to draw hundreds of 
thousands to anti-Ahok 
protests in Jakarta that 
shook the centrist gover-
nment of President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo.

The blasphemy accu-
sation engulfed Ahok in 
September after a video 
surfaced of him telling 
voters they were being 
deceived by opponents 
who said a specific verse 
in the Quran prohibited 
Muslims from voting for 
a non-Muslim leader. AP
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AuThoriTiEs in the Phi-
lippines have rescued four 

girls and arrested a mother and 
two other women for allegedly 
livestreaming sexually exploi-
tative videos of children to men 
paying by the minute to watch 
from the United States.

Three sisters ages 8, 9 and 12, 
and an 11-year-old found in a 
separate rescue, are now in a 
shelter for abused children whi-
le the women face prosecution.

The arrests came just two 
weeks after Filipino authorities 
raided the home of an Ameri-
can man suspected of similar 
cybersex crimes, arresting Da-
vid Timothy Deakin, 53, in his 
townhouse. During that bust, 
agents from the National Bu-
reau of Investigation rescued 
two girls, 10 and 12, who had 
spent time in Deakin’s home, 
and made one of the largest 
seizures of illicit digital con-
tent in the Philippines. Dozens 
of hard drives and a handful of 
computers must now be analy-
zed to search for other possible 
victims, as well as buyers.

Deakin denied wrongdoing.
“They got it twisted around 

like somehow I was using tho-
se girls,” he told The Associated 
Press after his April 20 arrest.

The series of arrests and 
rescues underscore a rapidly 
growing crime in which chil-
dren, even toddlers, are made 
to remove their clothes and tou-
ch themselves in obscene ways 

Suspected child webcam cybersex operator, American David Timothy Deakin, rests 
as he is handcuffed to a chair after his arrest in Manila

PHiliPPineS 

Police make more child 
cybersex arrests, rescues 
while adults, often their paren-
ts, train video cameras on them 
in exchange for payment from 
pedophiles abroad. Police in 
the Philippines are collabora-
ting with their counterparts in 
Europe, Australia and the U.S. 
to investigate and prosecute.

The Australian Federal Police 
and U.S. FBI separately provi-
ded Filipino authorities infor-
mation that led to the arrests 
of the mother and two other 
women on May 5, rescuing 
four girls. They were allegedly 
making the girls engage in se-
xually explicit acts while men in 
Australia and the U.S. watched. 
The women have been charged 
with human trafficking, child 
abuse, child pornography and 
cybercrime.

Police officer Arlyn Torrendon 
said she was part of a team that 
rescued three of the children 
and arrested the three women, 
including the mother of the si-
blings, Friday in a house in Ba-
colod city on an island about 
445 miles (717 kilometers) sou-
th of Manila.

“The children were innocent. 

They were not even aware that 
they were being used in a cri-
me,” Torrendon told the AP by 
telephone from Bacolod.

She said the children came 
from an impoverished family; 
their mother was a widow.

Gen. Liborio Carabbacan at 
the National Police Women and 
Children Protection Center said 
the incidents are increasing in 
the Philippines because many 
people are gaining access to the 

internet and English fluency is 
common, making it possible to 
communicate with would-be 
customers. Also, he said, paren-
ts and relatives, motivated by 
greed, are often not even aware 
that it is against the law to ex-
ploit their children.

The livestream abuse happens 
in many of Philippines’ densely 
populated, impoverished nei-
ghborhoods, said attorney Gi-
deon Cauton, who works with 

the nonprofit International 
Justice Mission. The organiza-
tion provides social workers, 
shelters, lawyers and even for-
mer U.S. police detectives to lo-
cal law enforcement, who don’t 
have enough resources to tackle 
all cases of online sexual exploi-
tation of children.

In metropolitan Manila, whe-
re gleaming condominium hi-
gh-rises and stores selling de-
signer clothes and cars stand 
in stark contrast to the squalor 
of the slums, Cauton pointed 
to Wi-Fi antennas rising from 
rooftops above a long stretch of 
shanties and rundown houses. 
In the past, the antennas amid 
crushing poverty were red flags, 
sparking suspicion of cybersex 
crimes. Today pocket Wi-Fi, 
cellphone internet and other 
technology have rendered tho-
se irrelevant, driving the crime 
even further behind the scenes.

“This type of crime is really 
hidden,” he said. “Usually the 
family and community, they are 
complicit, and these are tight- 
knit communities, very dense 
areas.”

In the U.S., the prolifera-
tion of crimes, along with new 
mandatory reporting, led to 
8.2 million reports last year to 
the National Center for Mis-
sing and Exploited Children’s 
CyberTipline related to online 
child sexual exploitation. That 
compares with 8.3 million re-
ports in the 17 years prior. AP
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NEPalEsE were vo-
ting yesterday for 

representatives in munici-
pal and village councils for 
the first time in two deca-
des, a sign that the coun-
try’s fractious democracy 
may be stabilizing.

Crucial local positions 
have been occupied by 
government-appointed 
bureaucrats because elec-
tions could not be held 
amid a 10-year-old com-
munist insurgency and 
years of delay in drafting a 
new constitution.

“The mayor is more im-
portant than the prime mi-
nister for us and the ward 
chairman is greater than a 
minister. All of us are ga-

Nepalese stand in a queue to cast their votes during the local 
election in Bhaktapur

Nepalese vote in 1st local elections in 20 years 
thered here for democra-
cy,” said Sagar Lal Shres-
tha, a retired businessman.

The first phase of voting 
in half of the Himalayan 
nation yesterday has been 
mostly peaceful. An army 
ordnance disposal team 
safely detonated two ex-
plosive devices near capi-
tal Kathmandu that were 
planted across from a can-
didate’s house.

A small communist par-
ty known for past violence 
has threatened to disrupt 
the polls saying it the 
country needs more politi-

cal reform before it can be 
ready for such elections.

Two years ago, 
lawmakers passed a new 
constitution to replace the 
old system of monarchy, 
and to lay out the rules for 
provincial and parliamen-
tary polls. The constitu-
tion was considered a ma-
jor victory, following eight 
years of political bickering 
over its terms. But not 
everyone was happy, and 
its passage sparked mon-
ths of protests by ethnic 
groups in the south that 
felt shortchanged by how 

the document divided the 
country’s districts.

Nearly 50,000 candida-
tes are vying for 13,556 
positions.

“We are here after 20 
years and it is very impor-
tant day for all of us,” said 
Milan Manandhar, a ho-
memaker. “These are the 
people who are going to be 
resolving our problems so 
we have to make sure we 
elect the right people.”

The second phase of lo-
cal polls in remaining part 
of the country will be held 
after a month. AP

Foster Klug, Hyung-Jin Kim

NorTh Korea yester-
day test-launched a 
ballistic missile that 
flew for half an hour 

and reached an unusually high 
altitude before landing in the Sea 
of Japan, the South Korean, Ja-
panese and U.S. militaries said. 
The launch, which Tokyo said 
could be of a new type of missile, 
is a direct challenge to the new 
South Korean president and co-
mes as U.S., Japanese and Euro-
pean navies gather for joint war 
games in the Pacific.

It wasn’t immediately clear 
what type of ballistic missile was 
launched, the seventh such fi-
ring this year, although the U.S. 
Pacific Command said that “the 
flight is not consistent with an 
intercontinental ballistic missi-
le.” Japanese officials, however, 
said the missile flew for about 30 
minutes, traveling about 800 ki-
lometers and reaching an altitu-
de of 2,000 kilometers — a flight 
pattern that could indicate a new 
type of missile.

David Wright, co-director of 
the Global Security Program at 
the Union of Concerned Scien-
tists, said that the missile could 
have a range of 4,500 kilometers 
if flown on a standard, instead of 
a lofted, trajectory — considera-
bly longer than Pyongyang’s cur-
rent missiles. He said Sunday’s 
launch may have been of a new 
mobile, two-stage liquid-fueled 
missile North Korea displayed in 
a huge April 15 military parade.

South Korea, Japan and the 
U.S. swiftly condemned the 
launch, which jeopardizes Sou-
th Korean leader Moon Jae-in’s 
willingness for dialogue with the 
rival North.

“The president expressed deep 
regret over the fact that this re-
ckless provocation ... occurred just 
days after a new government was 

 Japanese 
officials said 
the missile 
flew for about 
30 minutes, 
traveling about 
800km

N. Korea test-fires missile, 
challenging new leader in South 

launched in South Korea,” said 
senior presidential secretary Yoon 
Young-chan. “The president said 
we are leaving open the possibili-
ty of dialogue with North Korea, 
but we should sternly deal with a 
provocation to prevent North Ko-
rea from miscalculating.”

Japanese Prime Minister Shin-
zo Abe told reporters that the 
launch was “absolutely unaccep-
table” and that Japan will res-
pond resolutely. Japan’s Foreign 
Minister Fumio Kishida said he 
and his South Korean counter-
part agreed that “dialogue for 
dialogue’s sake with North Ko-
rea is meaningless.”

The White House in a state-
ment took note of the missile 
landing close to Russia’s Pacific 
coast and said that North Ko-
rea has been “a flagrant menace 
for far too long.”

The statement said Washing-

ton maintains its “ironclad com-
mitment” to stand with its allies 
in the face of the serious threat 
posed by North Korea. The latest 
“provocation” should serve as a 
call for all nations to implement 
far stronger sanctions against the 
North, it said.

Outside militaries and exper-
ts will closely analyze what the 
North fired. While Pyongyang 
regularly tests shorter-range 
missiles, it is also working to 
master the technology needed to 
field nuclear-tipped missiles that 
can reach the U.S. mainland. 
Past North Korean missiles have 
flown farther than Sunday’s test, 
landing closer to Japan, but this 
launch follows a series of high- 
profile failures.

Japanese Defense Minister 
Tomomi Inada said North Ko-
rea might have launched a “new 
type of missile,” given the altitu-

de and duration of its flight. But 
she said more analysis was nee-
ded.

Inada’s remarks suggest the 
missile might have been on a “lof-
ted” trajectory, meaning it could 
have a far longer range than it ac-
tually flew. Japan’s Kyodo News 
said the missile may be capab-
le of covering a range as far as 
4,000 kilometers if launched at a 
normal trajectory, citing uniden-
tified sources.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said in a statement that the 
missile was fired early yesterday 
morning from near Kusong, in 
North Phyongan province.

North Korea’s past satellite ro-
cket launches have been called 
clandestine tests of ICBM tech-
nology, but it is not believed to 
have tested a true interconti-
nental ballistic missile yet. The 
Trump administration has called 

North Korean ballistic and nu-
clear efforts unacceptable and 
has swung between threats of 
military action and offers to talk 
as it formulates a policy.

The North’s state media said 
Saturday the nation will bolster 
its nuclear capability unless the 
United States abandons its hos-
tile policy.

“The United States should never 
expect us to give up our nuclear 
capability,” the main Rodong 
newspaper said in a commentary 
carried by the Korean Central 
News Agency. It said President 
Donald Trump’s “maximum 
pressure and engagement” policy 
is only aimed at “stifling us” and 
will compel the North to “streng-
then our nuclear deterrent at the 
maximum speed.”

The launch also comes as 
troops from the U.S., Japan and 
two European nations gather 
near Guam for drills that are 
partly a message to North Korea. 
The USS Carl Vinson, an aircra-
ft supercarrier, is also engaging 
with South Korean navy ships in 
waters off the Korean Peninsula, 
according to Seoul’s Defense Mi-
nistry.

Moon, the first liberal leader in 
Seoul in nearly a decade, said as 
he took his oath of office that he’d 
be willing to visit the North if the 
circumstances were right. Trump 
has also said he’d be “honored” 
to talk with leader Kim Jong Un 
under favorable conditions.

On Saturday, a top North Ko-
rean diplomat in charge of U.S. 
relations, Choe Son Hui, told re-
porters in Beijing that Pyongyang 
would be willing to meet with the 
Trump administration for ne-
gotiations “if the conditions are 
set.” She did not elaborate. AP
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For Palestinians in Lebanon, 
69 years of despair 

 Palestinians 
in lebanon 
suffer 
discrimination 
in nearly every 
aspect of daily 
life

People walk underneath the banners of Fatah and the Palestinian flags inside the Bourj al-Barajneh Palestinian refugee camp in Beirut, Lebanon
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Philip Issa

Ahmad Dawoud recalls 
the day 10 years ago when 

a Lebanese soldier asked to 
search his taxi. Then 17, the 
Palestinian didn’t wait for 
the soldier to find the wea-
pons hidden in the trunk.

He jumped from the car and 
fled into the nearby Palesti-
nian refugee camp, where the 
Lebanese army has no autho-
rity.

But it was not long afterward 
that Dawoud, who once ad-
mired the radical groups that 
have sprouted in the camps 
in Lebanon, decided he was 
tired of running. That same 
year, in 2007, he surrendered 
to authorities and spent 14 
hard months in jail.

Although he was released 
without a conviction, he cou-
ldn’t erase the biggest strike 
against him: As a Palestinian 
in Lebanon, he is a stateless, 
second-class resident in the 
only country where he’s ever 
lived.

Today Palestinians mark 69 
years since hundreds of thou-
sands of them were forced 
from their homes during the 
1948 war that led to the crea-
tion of Israel. Many settled in 
the neighboring West Bank, 
Gaza, Jordan, Syria and Le-
banon.

As refugees, various U.N. 
charters entitle them and 
their descendants to the right 
to work and a dignified living 
until they can return to their 

homes or such settlement is 
reached.

But Palestinians in Lebanon 
suffer discrimination in near-
ly every aspect of daily life, 
feeding a desperation that 
is tearing their community 
apart. Many live in settle-
ments officially recognized 
as refugee camps but better 
described as concrete ghettos 
ringed by checkpoints and, in 
some cases, blast walls and 
barbed wire. The U.N. runs 
schools and subsidizes health 
care inside.

In Lebanon, there are 
450,000 refugees registered 
in 12 camps, where Lebanese 
authorities have no jurisdic-
tion inside. “Our lot is less 
than zero,” Dawoud said in a 
recent interview outside Ein 
el-Hilweh, the crowded camp 
in Sidon that is one of the 
most volatile.

On peaceful days, children 
play in the damp alleys and 
merchants park their carts 
of produce along the camp’s 
main streets. But the place 
feels hopelessly divided along 
factional and militant lines, 
and it frequently breaks down 
into fighting between Palesti-
nian security forces and mili-
tants or gangs that capitalize 
on the general despair.

Last month, 10 people were 
killed in a flare-up that dro-
ve out thousands of the 
camp’s estimated population 
of 75,000. Palestinians are 
prohibited from working in 
most professions, from me-

dicine to transportation. Be-
cause of restrictions on ow-
nership, what little property 
they have is bought under Le-
banese names, leaving them 
vulnerable to embezzlement 
and expropriation.

They pay into Lebanon’s so-
cial security fund but receive 
no benefits. Medical costs are 
crippling. And they have litt-
le hope for remediation from 
the Lebanese courts.

Doctors are prohibited 
from working in the Lebane-
se market, so they find work 
only in the camps or agree 
to work for Lebanese clinics 
off the books, and sign pres-
criptions under Lebanese 
doctors’ names. That leaves 
them open to employer abu-
se, a condition normally as-
sociated with low-skill work.

“If a young boy gets in trou-
ble because he is Palestinian, 
the prosecutor writes in his 
note to the judge, ‘He is Pa-
lestinian,’ meaning: ‘Do what 
you wish to him. Be cruel to 
him. Forget about his righ-
ts,’” said Sheikh Mohammad 
Muwad, a Palestinian imam 
in Sidon.

The crush of war refugees 
from Syria has made it even 
harder for Palestinians here 
to find work. Nearly six in 10 
under age 25 are unemployed, 
according to the U.N.’s Pales-
tinian relief agency UNRWA, 
and two-thirds of all Palesti-
nians here live below the po-
verty line.

UNRWA country director 

Claudio Cordone said they 
feel trapped in political limbo 
and see an “almost total lack 
of meaningful political pros-
pects of a solution” to their 
original displacement from 
Palestine.

Lebanese politicians say 
that assimilating Palesti-
nians into society would un-
dermine their right to return. 
But Palestinians say they are 
not asking for assimilation or 
nationality, just civil rights.

“They starve us, so we go 
back to Palestine. They de-
prive us, so that we go back 
to Palestine. Well, go ahead, 
send us back to Palestine! Let 
us go to the border, and we 
will march back into Palesti-
ne, no matter how many mar-
tyrs we must give,” Muwad 
said.

For those in the camps, the 
line between hustling and 
criminality is often blur-
red. Unemployed and feeling 
abandoned by the authorities, 
many turn to gangs for work.

Adding to this is a widely 
shared disaffection with the 
Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation, which many Palesti-
nians now see as having sold 
out their rights with the fai-
led Oslo Accords of 1994.

This has helped fuel the rise 
of radical Islam — a shift in 
the occupied Palestinian ter-
ritories that is reflected by 
Hamas’ rising popularity, 
and one outside the territo-
ries in the meteoric trajec-
tory of militant groups such 
as Fatah al-Islam in the vola-
tile and deprived Nahr al-Ba-
red camp.

Growing up in Nahr al-Ba-
red, a camp much like Ein 
el-Hilweh, Dawoud felt a 
strong affiliation for Fatah 
al-Islam, his gateway to ra-
dical extremism. “They were 
the only ones who seemed 
honest,” he said. “Of course, 
later I figured out they were 
just like everyone else, too.”

In 2007, the Lebanese army 
razed most of Nahr al-Bared 
to crush Fatah al-Islam.

By that time, Dawoud al-
ready was in Ein el-Hilweh, 
and his arrest was the be-
ginning of a slow falling out 
with the gangs that once 
sheltered him and treated 
him like a brother. After his 
stint in prison, they began to 
feel they couldn’t trust him, 
and he was chased out of Ein 
el-Hilweh in 2013. Now, he 
can only enter the parts of 
the settlement firmly under 
PLO control.

With no job, no prospects 
and little wealth, Dawoud 
now runs errands for others 
in his white 1980s-era BMW 
— all done under the table, 
of course. Palestinians can-
not apply for the red license 
plates that identify taxis and 
other commercial vehicles.

“I don’t even think about 
marrying and getting into 
those situations,” he said, 
waving off starting a family 
at age 27. His ambition now 
is to apply for a visa to leave 
Lebanon. But first he needs 
a travel document, and for 
that he needs to be on good 
terms with the Lebanese au-
thorities.

Not all Palestinians live in 
camps, but even the most 
privileged among them en-
dure discrimination. At a pa-
nel on Palestinian labor righ-
ts at the American University 
of Beirut, Muhammad Hus-
sein asked a Lebanese Labor 
Ministry official why he was 
denied work even in sectors 
that are formally open to Pa-
lestinian employment.

The 22-year-old graduate 
showed the official an email 
he received from a marketing 
firm in Dubai refusing his 
job application on the grou-
nds that the Lebanese office 
had to give priority to Leba-
nese workers.

“The problem isn’t finding 
vacancies,” Hussein said. 
“It’s getting the job.” AP
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Emmanuel Macron bids farewell to former French President Francois Hollande (right)

Alice Fisher arrives at the U.S. Department of Justice on Saturday. 
Fisher is one of nearly a dozen candidates President Donald Trump is 
considering to succeed ousted FBI Director James Comey

Sylvie Corbet, Paris 

EmmanuEl Macron 
was inaugurated yes-
terday as France’s new 
president at the Elysee 

palace in Paris, and immediate-
ly launched into his mission to 
shake up French politics, world 
economics and the European 
Union.

The 39-year-old Macron is the 
youngest president in the coun-
try’s history and the 8th presi-
dent of France’s Fifth Republic, 
which was created in 1958. A for-
mer economy minister with pro- 
business, pro-European views, 
Macron is the first French presi-
dent who doesn’t originate from 
one of the country’s two mains-
tream parties.

Macron takes charge of a na-
tion that, when Britain leaves 
the European Union in 2019, will 

become the EU’s only member 
with nuclear weapons and a per-
manent seat on the U.N. Security 
Council.

He met for an hour with his 
predecessor, Francois Hollande, 
in the president’s office, taking 
a last few minutes to discuss 
the most sensitive issues facing 
France, including the country’s 
nuclear codes.

In a visibly moving moment 
for both, Macron accompanied 
Hollande to his car, shaking 
hands and applauding him along 
with the employees of the French 
presidency who gathered in the 
palace’s courtyard.

The two men had known each 
other well. Macron was Hollan-
de’s former adviser, then his eco-
nomy minister from 2014 to 2016, 
when Macron quit the Socialist 
government to launch his own in-
dependent presidential bid.

In his inauguration speech yes-
terday, Macron said he will do 
everything that is necessary to 
fight terrorism and authoritaria-
nism and to resolve the world’s 
migration crisis. He also listed 
“the excesses of capitalism in 
the world” and climate change 
among his future challenges.

“We will take all our respon-
sibilities to provide, every time 
it’s needed, a relevant response 
to big contemporary crises,” He 
said.

Macron announced his deter-
mination to push ahead with 
reforms to free up France’s eco-
nomy and pledged to press for 
a “more efficient, more demo-
cratic” EU. France is a founding 
member of the 28-nation bloc, 
which Britain plans to leave in 

2019, and its third-largest eco-
nomy after Germany and Britain.

About 300 guests, officials and 
family members gathered in the 
Elysee reception hall, including 
Macron’s wife, Brigitte, wearing 
a lavender blue dress by French 
designer Nicolas Ghesquiere for 
Louis Vuitton.

Macron himself wore a dark 
suit from French brand Jonas 
and Cie, a tailor based in Paris, 
that cost 450 euros ($491), ac-
cording to his team.

The new first lady briefly po-
sed for photographers with her 
husband at the front porch of the 
palace after Hollande left. The 
couple will now live at the Elysee 
palace.

Outside the Elysee, few dozen 
supporters waved French trico-

lor and European blue flags at 
the arrival of the new president.

Following the ceremony and 
military honors at the Elysee 
palace, Macron was to go to the 
Tomb of the Unknown soldier, at 
the Arc de Triomphe at the top 
of the Champs-Elysees Avenue, 
a tradition followed by all heads 
of states in France’s modern his-
tory.

Macron’s first visit abroad will 
be to Germany today, to visit 
with German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel in Berlin.

Macron will also have to name 
his prime minister and form a 
government in the next few days.

He has promised to reinvigora-
te French politics by bringing in 
new faces. His Republic on the 
Move movement has announced 
an initial list of 428 candidates 
for the 577 seats up for grabs in 
France’s lower house of parlia-
ment in June. Macron is seeking 
a majority of lawmakers so he 
can pass his programs.

Many of the Republic on the 
Move candidates are newcomers 
in politics. Their average age is 
46, compared to 60 for the out-
going assembly. Half of them are 
women. Only 24 are lawmakers 
running for re-election, all Socia-
lists.

Hollande described the “terrib-
le ordeals” that marked his five- 
year term, from deadly attacks to 
Greece’s debt crisis, and defen-
ded his unpopular presidency in 
a series of tweets minutes after 
leaving the Elysee Palace.

Hollande noted his accomplish-
ments in getting the Paris Agree-
ment on climate change, lega-
lizing gay marriage and doing 
“everything possible to ensure 
that Greece stays in Europe.”

“We lived through crises but we 
held together. France remained 
France,” he tweeted. AP

PrEsidEnT Donald 
Trump said Saturday 

that “we can make a fast 
decision” on a new FBI di-
rector, possibly by late next 
week, before he leaves on 
his first foreign trip since 
taking office.

“Even that is possible,” 
Trump told reporters when 
asked whether he could an-
nounce his nominee by Fri-
day, when he is scheduled 
to leave for the Mideast and 
Europe.

Eight candidates to be the 
bureau’s director were in 
line Saturday for the first in-
terviews with Attorney Ge-
neral Jeff Sessions and his 
deputy, Rod Rosenstein, at 
Justice Department head-
quarters. They are among 
more than a dozen candida-
tes Trump is considering, a 
group that includes several 
lawmakers, attorneys and 
law enforcement officials.

“I think the process is 
going to go quickly. Almost 
all of them are very well-k-
nown,” Trump said aboard 
the plane that took him to 
Lynchburg, Virginia, where 
he gave the commencement 
address at Liberty Univer-
sity. “They’ve been vetted 
over their lifetime essen-
tially, but very well-known, 
highly respected, really ta-
lented people. And that’s 
what we want for the FBI.”

The Trump administra-
tion is looking to fill the 
job, which requires Senate 
confirmation, after Trump 
abruptly fired Director Ja-
mes Comey on Tuesday.

The first candidate to ar-
rive was Alice Fisher, a hi-
gh-ranking Justice Depart-
ment official in the George 
W. Bush administration.

Among those interviewed 
was Adam Lee, special 
agent in charge of the FBI’s 

Richmond, Virginia, office. 
Acting FBI Director An-
drew McCabe also inter-
viewed for the permanent 
post despite his repeated 
willingness to break from 
White House explanations 
of Comey’s ouster and its 
characterizations of the 
Russia investigation.

Also interviewed Saturday 
were Michael J. Garcia, a 
former prosecutor and as-
sociate judge on New York’s 
highest court; GOP Sen. 
John Cornyn, the No. 2 
Senate leader and a former 
Texas attorney general; and 
U.S. District Judge Henry 
E. Hudson, a George W. 
Bush appointee who struck 
down the centerpiece of the 
Obama administration’s 
health care law in 2010.

Frances Townsend, for-
mer homeland security and 
counterterrorism adviser to 
President George W. Bush, 

and former Michigan Rep. 
Mike Rogers also met with 
Justice officials.

Rogers came endorsed 
by the FBI Agents Associa-
tion, which said his diverse 
background makes him the 
best choice for the job. He is 
the former chairman of the 
House Intelligence Commi-
ttee who also worked as an 
FBI special agent based in 
Chicago in the 1990s.

Fisher and Townsend 
were the only women on 
the list of candidates. The 
FBI has never had a female 
director. Each has worked 
in high-profile positions in 
the Justice Department.

Fisher formerly served 
as assistant attorney gene-
ral for the Justice Depart-
ment’s Criminal Division. 
She faced resistance from 
Democrats during her con-
firmation over her alleged 
participation in discussions 

about detention policies at 
the Guantanamo Bay facili-
ty in Cuba.

Among other roles, Town-
send led the Office of Inte-
lligence Policy and Review, 
which at the time handled 
requests for government 
surveillance warrants in ter-
rorism and espionage cases.

Sessions has faced ques-
tions over whether his in-
volvement in Comey’s fi-
ring violates his pledge to 
recuse himself from inves-
tigations into Russian in-

terference in the election. 
Some lawmakers have alle-
ged the firing was an effort 
to stifle that FBI probe.

Justice Department 
spokeswoman Sarah Isgur 
Flores said Sessions and 
Rosenstein are involved in 
the interviews because the 
FBI director reports to them 
as attorney general and de-
puty attorney general. They 
can make recommenda-
tions, but the president will 
ultimately make the hiring 
decision. AP

France inaugurates new 
president: Emmanuel Macron, 39 

Trump says ‘fast decision’ possible on new FBI director  

hollande tweets to defend his 5-year presidency 
as hE left the French presidency, 
Francois Hollande described the 
“terrible ordeals” that marked his 
five-year term, from deadly attacks 
in France to Greece’s debt crisis. 
Hollande defended his unpopular 
presidency in a series of tweets 
minutes after leaving the Elysee 
presidential palace in the hands of 
his successor and protege, Emma-
nuel Macron. The messages were 

directed at members of his once-
powerful Socialist Party, which is 
now on the verge of a collapse. Hol-
lande vaunted his efforts to produce 
the Paris Agreement on fighting 
climate change, legalizing gay mar-
riage in France and doing “every-
thing possible to ensure that Greece 
stays in Europe.” He tweeted that 
“we lived through crises but we held 
together. France remained France.”
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
16:20
17:50
18:40
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:30
01:05

TDM News (Repeated)    
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live
Revenge S1     
Now Generation (Repeated)    
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)   
Soap Opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sport    
Now Generation    
TDM News
EU Short Film Challenge 2016   
Champions League Magazine    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live    

cinema

what’s ON ...

Kung Fu Panda adventure Ice World - 
Ice World exhIbItIon 
tIme: 11am -8pm (Last admission at 7:30pm)
untIl: July 9, 2017 
venue: The Venetian Macao, Cotai Expo Hall 
F (temperature is -8ºc inside the venue, thus 
hooded coats will be provided free of charge 
in limited quantities and sizes for children and 
adults) 
admIssIon: MOP120 (for one adult and one 
child aged 3 to 12), 
                    MOP312 (for three family members 
and one child aged 3 or above) 
enquIrIes: (853) 2882 8818

macao artIst socIety youth commIttee 
member’s exhIbItIon 2017
tIme: 11am-10pm 
untIl: June 25, 2107 
venue: Lakeside Gallery – S1 Room, Anim’ 
Arte Nam Van 
admIssIon: Free
enquIrIes: (853) 2836 6866

monKey KIng
tIme: 8pm daily (No performances on 
Thursdays)
venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
admIssIon: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580  
enquIrIes: (853) 2882 8818

Former home oF revolutIonary leader 
ye tIng
tIme: 10am-6pm daily (Except Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays) 
venue: 76, Rua Almirante Costa Cabral 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 8399 6699

this day in history

A woman has confessed to writing graffiti on a Hawaii moun-
tain area considered sacred by some natives.

Hope Cermelj, 64, admitted to spray-painting words on as-
phalt, telescopes and portable toilets at Mauna Kea mountain 
west of Hilo, but she denied defacing rocks, the Hawaii Tri-
bune-Herald reported on Friday. Hawaii officials found “stop 
bombing” and “stop D.U.” messages spray-painted within 
the Mauna Kea Ice Age Natural Area Reserve on April 28.

Cermelj identifies as a member of a sovereignty group 
known as the Lawful Hawaiian Government and considers 
herself a subject of the Hawaiian kingdom.

Her actions were in protest to military training taking place 
nearby, she said. She decided to write the messages after 
hearing explosions while near the summit.

Cermelj said she acted alone and has no idea who vanda-
lized the rocks.

Hawaii activists who agree with her message nevertheless 
have called Cermelj’s actions a desecration of a sacred place. 
Mauna Kea is sacred because it is considered the meeting 
place of the gods, native Hawaiians say.

Cermelj is facing USD1,000 worth of fines and up to a year 
in jail, according to the report. She is scheduled to appear in 
Waimea District Court on June 22.

Cermelj was placed under house arrest, and she can’t leave 
the island because of the vandalism, she said.

“I did the wrong thing; I made the wrong decision,” Cermelj 
said. “And I will suffer the consequences in the de facto state 
of Hawaii.”

Cermelj said she depends on Social Security and does not 
have the money to pay the fine. She is willing to go to jail or 
help remove the graffiti.

 Offbeat

woman admits to defacing 
property on hawaii mountain 

Israeli planes have bombed seven Palestinian refu-
gee camps and villages in southern Lebanon killing at 
least 27 people and leaving 138 injured.

The attack was in retaliation for yesterday’s hostage 
crisis at a school in Ma’alot near the Lebanon border 
in which 18 teenagers were killed and 70 were wou-
nded.

Worst hit by the Israeli fighter-bombers were the 
crowded refugee camps of Ein El Helweh near the city 
of Sidon and Nabatieh.

An official announcement from the Israeli Defence 
Force said the planes had been aiming at offices and 
training bases used by the Popular Democratic Front, 
led by Nayef Hawatmeh, and the Popular Front under 
Ahmed Jibril.

The PDF was behind the killing of the schoolchildren 
at Ma’a lot - and the Popular Front planned the shoo-
ting of 16 civilians in Kiryat Shemona on 10 April.

Two nights ago, three Palestinian Arabs dressed as 
Israeli soldiers took over the school at Ma’alot.

There were more than 100 children aged between 14 
and 16 sleeping there on the floor after a day’s hiking 
in the region. Some managed to escape through an 
open door.

The Israeli Government agreed to the hostage-
takers’ demands to release 26 political prisoners, in-
cluding a Japanese national involved in the Lod airport 
massacre.

But negotiations fell apart when the hostage-takers 
did not receive a coded message they were waiting 
for from Damascus.

On 15 May at 1745 local time - 15 minutes before 
they had said they would kill all the children if their 
demands were not met - Israeli soldiers raided the 
school building.

Eighteen children and the three Palestinians were kil-
led in a bloody gun battle. There were emotional sce-
nes today at the funeral of the children in their home 
town of Safed.

Many of the 10,000 mourners wailed and some shou-
ted: “Death to the terrorists!”

The Ma’alot tragedy has severely hampered peace 
efforts by US Secretary of State Dr Henry Kissinger. 
He has flown from Jerusalem to Damascus to meet 
Syrian leaders in the hope of reaching some kind of 
compromise over Israel’s occupation of the Golan Hei-
ghts.

 
Courtesy BBC news

1974 dozens die as israel 
  retaliates for ma’alot

in context
It was attacks like the one at Ma’alot that led Israeli troops to invade 
Southern Lebanon in 1978. They pulled back to a self-declared “security 
zone” in 1985 from which they withdrew in May 2000.
The Popular Democratic Front, now known as the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine, continued its operations during the late 1970s, 
and saw a steady increase in its membership.
But it began to distance itself from the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), and continued to oppose any kind of peace process.
In the late 1990s its leader, Naif Hawatmeh, sought reconciliation with 
mainstream Palestinians. In February 1999, he shocked hardline Pales-
tinians by shaking hands with the Israeli President Ezer Weizman at the 
funeral of King Hussein of Jordan.

cineteatro
11 - 17 may 

alien: Covenant
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: ridley scott
starring: Michael fassbender, Katherine waterston   
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 122min

King arthur: legenD of the sworD
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: guy ritchie
starring: Charlie hunnam, Jude law, berges-frisbey   
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 126min

29 + 1
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Kearen Pang
starring: Chrissie Chau, Joyce Cheng, ben yeung
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)
Duration: 100min

gifteD
room 3
7:30pm
Director: Marc webb
starring:  Chris evans, octavia spencer, Mckenna grace  
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 101min

macau tower
11 may - 29 may

alien: Covenant
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: ridley scott
starring: Michael fassbender, Katherine waterston   
language: english (Chinese)
Duration: 122min
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THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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omaCross: 1- Arizona river; 5- Follow; 9- Contented sighs; 13- Dutch name of The 

Hague; 14- Chili con ___; 15- D-Day beach; 16- Kuwaiti bigwig; 17- Digression; 
18- Grow weary; 19- Respect; 21- Broadcast; 22- Trompe l’___; 23- Fencing blade; 
25- Seniors’ org.; 27- Flat flour or corn bread; 31- Throws; 35- Creme-filled snack; 
36- Prefix with present; 38- Representative; 39- Small battery size; 40- Abounds; 
42- Era; 43- March honoree, briefly; 46- ___ Nui (Easter Island); 47- Manitoba 
native; 48- Tried out; 50- Dire warning; 52- Young deer; 54- To Live and Die ___; 
55- Bangkok tongue; 58- Dawn deity; 60- Dines at home; 64- Construction beam; 
65- Perjurers; 67- Accent; 68- Metallica drummer Ulrich; 69- Atty.-to-be exams; 
70- Util. bill; 71- Waste allowance; 72- Shrivelled, without moisture; 73- Smell foul;
 
Down: 1- Clarified butter; 2- Alpo alternative; 3- CafÃ© au ___; 4- Go along 
with; 5- Univ. aides; 6- Opera highlight; 7- Gandhi’s land; 8- Ogle; 9- Postmortem 
examination; 10- End in ___ (draw); 11- 
Mata ___; 12- Cartoonist Silverstein; 
14- King Arthur’s palace; 20- Prefix 
with center; 24- Bugs bugs him; 26- 
Decompose; 27- Raise a glass to; 28- 
To talk, usually in a pompous manner; 
29- Harvests; 30- Lend ___ (listen); 32- 
Extra; 33- ____ beaver; 34- Winter woe; 
37- Rock and Roll Hall of Fame architect; 
41- Sorrow; 44- Initially; 45- Beverage 
commonly drunk in England; 47- Din; 49- 
Resides; 51- Carte start; 53- Racket; 55- 
Slant; 56- Girder type; 57- Bern’s river; 
59- German river; 61- Boot bottom; 62- 
Arrow poison; 63- Bottle part; 66- Hwy.; 

friday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max ConDition

China

worlD

7
9
8
9
13

clear
drizzle/cloudy

cloudy
drizzle

drizzle/clear

14
9
16
21
15
6
16
19
12
18
19
18
18
24
23
23

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
For now, sit tight: wait and see 
what’s in store. If it happens to come 
from an authority figure, you’ll be 
able to repay him or her in short 
order. And if not, repayment may 
not be necessary.

April 20-May 20
At the moment, you have an awful 
lot to share. Even if you don’t, the 
look on your face says it all. So why 
hold it back? Let everyone know 
what’s on your mind. You’re not 
good at holding your tongue anyway.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Whenever there’s a problem - at 
work, at home, well, just about 
anywhere - people come to you 
for solutions. And you normally 
don’t mind. You enjoy being the 
Switzerland of situations.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Now that you’ve actually been given 
a chance to sit back and relax, don’t 
mess around. You’re officially off 
duty now, so why not indulge in some 
serious leisure, with lots of good food, 
stupid movies and fun friends?

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If you’ve known this shady person for 
a long time and you tend to trust them, 
don’t get carried away - especially if 
you don’t have all the facts. If you’re 
not quite sure about them, you still 
shouldn’t make rash judgments.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
When it comes to romance, don’t 
rush into anything (or to anyone) 
you’re uncomfortable with. After 
all, you’ve always been attracted to 
intense - not to mention exciting 
- people.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re smart enough to know 
that a change of scenery can work 
wonders, and you’ve never been 
afraid to create distance between you 
and a persistent issue, interpersonal 
or otherwise.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’re not in the mood to mingle 
much right now, but like it or not, 
here comes your crowd of fans. It’s 
no use trying to hide any longer. 
Just buck up and do your best to be 
pleasant.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re in the mood for secrets, 
mysteries and the kind of people 
who can pick a lock one minute and 
dress up in formal attire the next. 
If you’re looking for your partner in 
crime, make the call.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If anyone can sweet talk their way 
into an extended conversation, it’s 
you - and you’re an expert at putting 
others at ease. This skill will come in 
handy today when you meet a dark 
stranger

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The good news is that your 
significant other, trusted friend or 
mentor is more than willing to talk 
about it, and they’ll have just the 
perspective you need. All you have to 
do is call that all-important meeting.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You won’t stand for anyone who 
wants to play games or gives you 
anything less than 100 percent. It’s 
all about depth, intensity and focus 
for you now - and that goes for even 
the most casual encounters.

  Aquarius Pisces

28
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27
32
24
17
28
28
21
24
24
26
26
30
26
28

20
22
19
15
18

cloudy
cloudy
cloudy

clear
drizzle/overcast

shower
drizzle/cloudy

overcast/cloudy
moderate rain/drizzle

overcast/thundershower
cloudy/overcast

cloudy/shower
cloudy/shower
cloudy/drizzle

shower/rainstorm
shower/rainstorm
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AnTonio Conte was fielding 
a question in his post-match 

news conference when David Luiz 
and Diego Costa appeared from 
out of nowhere, barged past a cou-
ple of reporters and dragged their 
manager out of his chair and out of 
the room.

“Guys, champions! Enough, 
enough!” Luiz roared.

Chelsea’s Premier League title
-winning celebrations at The Haw-
thorns were in full flow heading 
into the early hours of Saturday 
morning, and the players wanted 
Conte to be part of it.

Life at Chelsea, with its big-time 
players and trigger-happy owner 
Roman Abramovich, can resemb-
le a soap opera at times but it has 
been one big happy family at Stam-
ford Bridge this season.

It’s all down to Conte.
The popular Italian was the first 

to get the “bumps” — the cele-
bratory ritual so common in En-
gland these days where a person 
is thrown in the air and caught by 
his club colleagues — after Chel-
sea’s 1-0 win at West Bromwich 
Albion on Friday evening that clin-
ched the title.

Conte paced the field post-mat-
ch, hugging people twice and even 
three times, and was right in the 
middle of a line of players as they 
sprinted toward Chelsea’s fans and 
dived on the wet turf.

Back in the dressing room, Conte 
walked through the door after some 
TV interviews and was soaked by a 
huge bucket of water. Then, Cos-
ta was among the players dousing 
Conte in champagne and beer.

“I had to change my suit,” Conte 
said, with a smile, “my suit is a di-
saster now.”

Costa was the life and soul of the 

post-match party, another testa-
ment to Conte, who has got the 
striker happy and playing close 
to his best again this season. The 
Spain international reportedly was 
one of the players who fell out with 
Jose Mourinho last season, contri-
buting to the negative atmosphere 
that engulfed the club as it finished, 
somewhat embarrassingly, in 10th 
place.

Similarly, winger Eden Hazard is 
working hard and playing with a 
smile on his face again, which cou-
ldn’t be said last season when — as 
English soccer’s reigning player of 
the year — he only scored his first 
goal in April and was dropped from 
the team for some matches. On Fri-
day, with the score at 0-0 late in the 
first half, Hazard was the one cha-
sing back as Leicester mounted a 
counterattack from a Chelsea cor-
ner to force a 2-on-1 situation near 
the area.

Conte also has managed club cap-
tain John Terry’s gradual fading 
out from the first team with grace 
and class.

For a club that can be toxic 
and leaky, there have been few 
flashpoints this season in the first 
year under Conte.

“I thank them for their commit-
ment and work rate,” Conte said of 
his players. “They show me a great 
attitude to try to do something 
great this season.”

Conte’s passion and work ethic 
is clearly infectious. The players 
bought into his ideas, particularly 
when he changed formation to a 
3-4-3 during a game against Arse-
nal in late September when Chel-
sea was 3-0 down by halftime and 
Conte “didn’t see nothing of my 
work, my idea of football.”

“When you arrive after a bad 
season, 10th place, it means there 
(are) a lot of problems, not only 
one,” Conte said. “To find the right 
solution quickly wasn’t easy. For 
this, I want to say thanks to my 
players; they trust in a new work, 
in a new philosophy, a new foo-
tball, new analysis, the mistakes, 
the positive and negative situa-
tions.” AP

Paris bid leaders 
want to capitalize on 

the sense of optimism sur-
rounding new President 
Emmanuel Macron to 
beat Los Angeles and se-
cure the Olympic Games 
in 2024 , not 2028.

With the IOC currently 
assessing a proposal to 
award the next two Olym-
pics — one to each city — 
Paris officials insist the 
French capital city is the 
right choice for 2024.

The 39-year-old Macron, 
France’s youngest-ever 
president, officially took 
office yesterday as the IOC 
evaluation commission 
started a three-day visit to 
Paris.

“Our team has a new 
member, the new Presi-
dent of France, Emmanuel 
Macron,” bid leader Tony 
Estanguet said yesterday. 
“He’s been a fantastic su-
pporter of our bid from 
the beginning. He will be 
with us all the way to Lima 
and hopefully beyond.”

Los Angeles and Paris 
are the only two bidders 
left for the 2024 Games, 
which will be awarded in 
September at a meeting of 
Olympic leaders in Peru. 
The race began with five 
cities, but Rome, Ham-
burg, Germany, and Bu-
dapest, Hungary, all pul-
led out.

The IOC has four vice 
presidents looking into 
the prospect of awarding 
the 2024 and 2028 Games 
at the same time in Sep-
tember.

“We have one goal during 
these few days: to convince 
you that Paris is the right 
city, with the right vision, 
at the right moment,” Pa-
ris mayor Anne Hidalgo 
said. “The right city with 
world-class venues and 
accommodation, and the 
best public transport in the 
world, ready right now.”

International Olympic 
Committee members were 
in Los Angeles earlier this 
week to meet with the 

U.S. bid leaders and ins-
pect their planned venues. 
While Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti appeared at 
least willing to consider 
hosting the 2028 Olympi-
cs if the city isn’t awarded 
its first choice of 2024, Hi-
dalgo said Paris is set for 
the earlier edition.

“With financial and poli-
tical stability and support, 
we are ready right now,” 
Hidalgo said. “At the right 
moment, as the no risk op-
tion.”

The French government 
has pledged one billion 
euros ($1.1 billion) of su-
pport for the Paris bid 
and Macron is expected 
to confirm that amount. If 
Paris is awarded the 2024 
Games, the infrastructure 
budget is expected to total 
3 billion euros, with ope-
rational costs of 3.2 billion 
euros.

Paris also plans to un-
derline the compactness 
of its plans to make the 
difference. According to 
the bid dossier, 84 percent 
of the athletes will be able 
to reach their competition 
venues in less than 25 mi-
nutes, and more than 70 
percent of the proposed 
venues are existing facili-
ties, with a further 25 per-
cent relying on temporary 
structures.

Paris, which last staged 
the Olympics in 1924, fai-
led in bids for the 1992, 
2008, and 2012 Games.

With the pro-business 
and pro-EU Macron, Paris 
bid leaders have a strong 
supporter. The new pre-
sident has already thrown 
his weight behind Paris’ 
bid, telling IOC President 
Thomas Bach over the 
phone of its “expected be-
nefits for all French peo-
ple.”

IOC members started 
their visit with discussions 
on Paris’ proposals that 
will be followed by venue 
visits on Monday and fur-
ther meetings on the final 
day. AP

ePl

Conte makes champion 
Chelsea a happy family again  

Benfica wins 4th straight 
Portuguese league title 

Antonio Conte (center) celebrates with players after the English Premier League match 
between west Bromwich Albion and Chelsea

Benfica players celebrate after Jonas (third right) scored their 
fourth goal

Patrick Baumann, president of the IOC Evaluation Commission for 
the 2024 Olympic Games

With Macron on 
board, Paris 2024 bid 
is ‘ready right now’ 

BEnfiCa routed Vito-
ria Guimaraes 5-0 to 

win a club-record fourth 
straight Portuguese league 
title on Saturday.

Benfica lifted the trophy 
with one round to go by 
opening an eight-point 
lead over FC Porto, which 
hosts Pacos Ferreira today 
[Macau time] and can only 
get within two points of the 
rival if it wins both of its re-
maining matches.

It is the 36th league title 
for Benfica, which led the 
league since the fifth rou-
nd.

“We reached our goal 

after being in front for 
so long,” Benfica coach 
Rui Vitoria said. “These 
players were fantastic. 

They are heroes and de-
serve this title.”

Benfica cruised to vic-
tory after Franco Servi and 

Raul Jimenez scored less 
than 20 minutes into the 
game at the Stadium of Li-
ght. Pizzi added to the lead 
before halftime and Jonas 
netted twice in the second 
half to seal the victory and 
the title celebration in 
front of the home fans.

Benfica hadn’t lost at 
home against Vitoria 
Guimaraes since 2009, 
winning seven in a row. It 
will play Vitoria Guima-
raes again in the Portugue-
se Cup final on May 28.

Porto was the last team to 
win four consecutive titles, 
from 2006-09. It also won 
five in a row, from 1995-
99. The last time Benfi-
ca won three in a row was 
from 1975-77.

Porto remains with 27 
league titles, nine less than 
the rival. AP
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IndonesIa deports Japanese 
documentary makers 

Six Japanese making a documentary about in-
digenous people in the tightly controlled Indone-
sian province of Papua were deported for lacking 
journalist visas just days after the country was 
the official host for World Press Freedom Day.

The head of immigration in Jayapura, the pro-
vincial capital, said the six who were working 
for Nagamo Production House were arrested on 
Monday and deported on Thursday.

The official, Yopie Watimena, said Friday they 
were traveling on tourist visas and had shot foo-

tage of the Mamuna and Korowai tribes in the 
hinterland of southeastern Papua.

It’s the latest in a series of arrests and depor-
tations of foreign journalists despite President 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo’s 2015 announcement 
that Papua and West Papua were open to the in-
ternational media.

Indonesia was this year’s official host for U.N. 
World Press Freedom Day, which the govern-
ment marked with a four day international con-
ference in the capital Jakarta from May 1-4.

30-50
Good

35-55
Good

35-55
Good

opinion

Hands off Hong Kong 
stocKs, cHina marKet 
meddlers 

Will market meddlers never learn? China’s go-
vernment has made preparations to support the 
Hong Kong stock market, if needed, to create 
a positive atmosphere before July 1, when Xi 
Jinping is expected to visit the former British co-
lony for the first time as president. State-backed 
institutions have set aside funds to ensure sta-
ble trading before the 20th anniversary of Hong 
Kong’s return to Chinese sovereignty, Bloomberg 
News reports.

Mainland authorities may mean well in wanting 
to insulate global investors from a local issue: the 
risk of renewed protests against Beijing’s percei-
ved encroachment into the city’s affairs. Yet there 
are at least three reasons why their gambit won’t 
work. Even if it did, the long-run consequences 
would be damaging.

Leave aside the resources needed to prop up 
a USD4.4 trillion market that trades $9 billion in 
stocks every day. The first point to note is that 
Hong Kong’s exchange isn’t like those in China. 
The latter are dominated by retail investors who 
herd into and out of stocks depending on the 
prevailing sentiment. They were hardly calmed 
in the summer of 2015 by a ban on sales by major 
shareholders. With mainland stocks in free fall, 
a disastrous experiment with market-wide circuit 
breakers last year lasted all of four days.

In Hong Kong, by contrast, 44 percent of the 
free float in stocks comprising the Hang Seng In-
dex is owned by institutions. To fund managers, 
any irrational, short-lived panic would be a buying 
opportunity.

They’re even shrugging off the most recent rout 
in the Chinese stock market, which has been 
sparked by fears over Xi’s deleveraging push. 
The Hang Sang China Enterprises Index’s valua-
tion discount to the mainland’s CSI 300 Index has 
continued to narrow this year.

The second reason to resist intervention is le-
gal. Any form of mass buying could fall afoul of 
the Securities and Futures Commission’s rules 
against market manipulation. Whether Hong 
Kong’s regulator would dare to make its dis-
pleasure known is debatable, but the legality of 
buying in concert in a supposed free-market ha-
ven raises questions.

Finally, not all rescues are born equal. When 
the Hong Kong Monetary Authority bailed out 
the stock market during the Asian financial crisis 
in 1998, the goal was to prevent a self-fulfilling 
prophecy of collapse that threatened to break 
the city’s currency peg to the U.S. dollar. While 
the move was controversial at the time, drawing 
scorn from the U.S. Federal Reserve, the city’s 
laissez faire reputation has survived - especially 
considering what the Fed has done with its ba-
lance sheet since 2008.

That reputation is worth preserving. Any unne-
cessary interference in Hong Kong’s stock market 
could forever raise risk premiums. If Beijing ever 
needed a bounty of reasons to stay away from 
spreading cheer and cash, its special adminis-
trative region offers them all.

Views on China 
Nisha Gopalan, Andy Mukherjee

new ZealanD 
The small nation at 
the bottom of the 
South Pacific saw 
its population surge 
by 100,300 people in 
the year to March 31, 
the biggest nominal 
increase since 
european colonization 
began in the 1840s, 
according to Statistics 
new Zealand.

greeCe An intercity 
train derailed and 
crashed into a 
house in northern 
greece, leaving three 
people dead and 10 
injured. There was no 
immediate reason given 
for the derailment. 
An investigation has 
begun.

roMania A tourist 
thrown into the Thames 
when an extremist 
plowed into pedestrians 
on Westminster Bridge 
in london was finally 
buried Saturday in this 
Black Sea port that was 
her hometown.

gerMany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s party 
decisively won an 
election in germany’s 
most populous 
state, according 
to projections, 
handing her Social 
Democratic opponents 
a humiliating defeat 
and further boosting 
her momentum as she 
seeks a fourth term in 
September.

syria Hundreds 
of rebels and their 
families began leaving 
a northeastern 
neighborhood of 
Damascus and heading 
toward rebel-held 
areas in northern 
Syria yesterday, in 
another step that would 
eventually bring all 
parts of the capital 
under the control 
of President Bashar 
Assad’s forces.

Julia Subbotovska, 
Jim Heintz 

A gentle romantic ballad 
challenged the Eurovi-

sion Song Contest’s decades
-long reputation for cheesy, 
glittery, unbridled excess — 
and won easily.

Portugal’s Salvador Sobral 
sang his Amar Pelos Dois 
(Love For Both) in a high, 
clear tenor accompanied by 
quiet strings and a piano in 
Saturday night’s extravagan-
za, which was watched by 
millions around the world.

Unlike the 25 other competi-
tors who performed on a wide 
stage backed by flashing ligh-
ts, bursts of flames and other 
special effects, Sobral sang 
from a small elevated circle 
in the middle of the crowd, 
an intimate contrast to others’ 
bombast.

“Music is not fireworks, mu-
sic is feeling,” he said while 
accepting the award.

Sobral won in a landslide, 
capturing 758 points, 143 
more than second place.

Runner-up Kristian Kostov 
of Bulgaria wasn’t short on 
feeling — his powerful song 
“Beautiful Mess” was awash 
in melodrama, the singer 
appearing almost wrung out 
by romantic turmoil.

Moldova’s Sunstroke Project 
finished a surprising third in 
the 2017 contest with a bou-
ncy, jazzy song called “Hey 
Mama” in which the female 
backup singers hid their mi-
crophones in bridal bouquets.

Francesco Gabbani of Italy 
had led bookmakers’ tallies 
for many days leading up to 
the final, but he ended up 
placing sixth even though 
his act seemed the epitome 
of Eurovision’s cheerfully 
tacky aesthetics — singing a 
driving number about spiri-
tuality while accompanied by 
someone in a gorilla suit.

Eurovision, in its 62nd year, 

is aimed at apolitical enter-
tainment. But those sweet in-
tentions were soured this year 
when Russia’s participation 
was scuttled by host Ukraine 
over the two nations’ diplo-
matic and military conflict.

Russia is one of Eurovi-
sion’s heavy hitters, tied with 
Sweden for the most top-five 
finishes this century. But this 
year’s Russian entrant, Yuliya 
Samoylova, was blocked from 
competing by Ukraine becau-
se she had toured in Crimea 
after Russia’s 2014 annexa-
tion of the peninsula.

In response, Russia’s sta-
te-owned Channel 1 televi-
sion refused to broadcast the 
contest, replacing Saturday’s 
final with a screening of the 

film “Alien.” Samoylova has 
already been announced as 
Russia’s Eurovision candida-
te for 2018.

The Moscow-Kiev split was 
a headache for Eurovision’s 
producer, the European 
Broadcasting Union, which 
strives to keep pop and poli-
tics separate. Overtly political 
flags and banners are banned, 
and lyrics are monitored for 
provocative content.

In 2009, the EBU nixed the 
Georgian entry “We Don’t 
Wanna Put In,” a dig at Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
after Russia and neighboring 
Georgia fought a brief war.

The union, however, has 
been criticized for not barring 
“1944” by last year’s winner 
Jamala of Ukraine, which 
focused on the 1944 forced 
relocation of Crimean Tatars 
by Soviet dictator Josef Sta-
lin. The move allowed Russia
-Ukraine tensions over Euro-
vision to fester.

Eurovision was founded 
in 1956 to bring the recently 
warring countries of Euro-
pe together. From its launch 
with seven countries, Euro-
vision has grown to include 
more than 40, including non
-European nations such as Is-
rael and — somewhat contro-
versially — far-off Australia.

The contest helped launch 
the careers of Sweden’s ABBA 
— victors in 1974 with “Water-
loo” — Canada’s Celine Dion, 
who won for Switzerland in 
1988, and Irish high-steppers 
Riverdance, the halftime en-
tertainment in 1994. AP

Ballad beats glitz as 
Portugal’s Salvador 
wins Eurovision 

 
Music is not 
fireworks, 
music is 
feeling.

SALVADOR 
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Salvador (right) performs the song “Amar pelos dois” with his sister Luisa 
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