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fewer in-patient stays
in local hospitals

historic first for 
asia

chiang ousted by 
list controversy

There was a decrease in 
the average hospital stay, 
according to the latest health 
statistics 

Taiwan’s constitutional court 
ruled that the island’s laws 
must be changed to allow gay 
marriage

A New Macau meeting held to 
decide the order of candidates 
to the election was responsible 
for Chiang’s departure  P3

Britain raised its 
threat level from 
terrorism to “critical” 
amid concerns that 
Salman Abedi may have 
accomplices who are 
planning another deadly 
attack. Police said three 
suspects were arrested 
yesterday in south 
Manchester. Another 
suspect was arrested 
Tuesday and Abedi’s 
father confirmed to The 
Associated Press that 
was Salman’s older 
brother Ismail. More on p14

Korea South Korea’s 
military said an 
unidentified object that 
flew across the border 
from rival North Korea 
and prompted the South 
to respond with warning 
shots on Tuesday was 
probably a balloon 
carrying Pyongyang’s 
propaganda leaflets. 
More on p12

Australia’s Foreign 
Ministry confirmed 
yesterday that an 
Australian citizen 
kidnapped in Yemen last 
year has been released 
following assistance 
by the sultanate of 
Oman. The man was 
not named in an issued 
statement and it was 
not immediately known 
whether a ransom had 
been paid.

India Police rushed 
forces to a north Indian 
town yesterday and 
arrested dozens of people 
to stop clashes that 
erupted when upper caste 
Hindus fired on Dalits 
belonging to the lowest 
rung of India’s caste 
hierarchy.
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Mindanao under martial law

Islamic militants 
besiege Philippine city

Wellness may be the 
future of health-related 
tourism in Macau  P6 INTERVIEW
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Mainland 
investment in 
HK property 
soars
 
Total property investment by Chinese 
mainland investors in Hong Kong 
soared 213 percent year-on-year to 
USD4.6 billion in the first quarter 
of 2017, according to a report 
released by Colliers International, 
a global leader in commercial real 
estate services. In 2016, mainland 
investors spent more than USD5.3 
billion in the Hong Kong property 
market over the course of the whole 
year. Investment in the first quarter 
of 2017 represented a year-on-year 
increase of 60 percent compared with 
the same period in the previous year. 
So far, office buildings have been the 
most popular category of property 
for mainland corporate investors. 
Moreover, the report predicted that 
Hong Kong would replace New York 
as the top overseas urban property 
investment destination for Chinese 
mainland capital in 2017. The report 
said that Chinese mainland investors 
are expected to continue to shift their 
focus from the United States to Asian 
markets at a moderate pace.

Ng proposes 
housing 
development 
fund
 
Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong is 
urging the government to use the 
city’s fiscal reserves to establish a 
housing development fund. The 
fund would be used to support 
Macau’s short, medium and long-
term housing developments. Ng 
reminded the government that 
the city’s housing and financial 
authorities had discussed the fund. 
Ng also questioned  the government 
on whether it would use the fund 
to support the construction of 
additional economical houses, as well 
as new sorts of public houses.

Inflation grows 
slightly
The Composite Consumer Price 
Index in April 2017 increased by 0.8 
percent year-on-year. According 
to the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC), the increment was 
attributable to higher charges for 
eating out and out-patient services, 
as well as an increase in tuition fees 
and rising gasoline prices. However, 
price indices of Communication and 
Housing & Fuels dropped by 5.57 
percent and 1.41 percent respectively. 
For the 12 months that ended in April 
2017, the average Composite CPI 
increased by 1.51 percent from the 
previous period. 

The Hong Kong Indepen-
dent Commission Against 

Corruption (ICAC) arrested two 
senior executives and 19 staff 
members of a contractor of the 
Civil Engineering and Develop-
ment Department (CEDD) for 
alleged corruption in relation to 
their submission of fake concrete 
compression test reports regar-
ding the Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge (HKZMB), as no-
ted in a statement released by 
ICAC.

Specifically, “two senior execu-
tives, two senior site laboratory 
technicians, 12 site laboratory 
technicians and five laboratory 
assistants of the contractor of the 
CEDD were arrested.”

Starting in January 2013, the 
CEDD had engaged the contrac-
tor to conduct compression tests 
on samples of concrete to be used 
for the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau Bridge project.

The test for each sample was 
required to be conducted within 

a set time frame and all concrete 
samples (in cube form) were re-
quired to pass the test.

ICAC suspects that the site la-
boratory technicians and labora-
tory assistants may have adjusted 
the times on the testing machines 
to cover up the irregularities. 

Some of the laboratory staff 
“might have replaced the con-
crete samples by using a metal 
calibration cylinder and/or high 
strength concrete cubes to falsify 
the tests, so that the tests would 
appear to have been conducted 
properly,” the statement read.

“It was suspected that the above 
malpractice might have started 
in early 2015.”

Two senior site laboratory te-
chnicians had certified the false 
test reports, and it was suspected 
that they might have colluded in 
the submission of the false repor-
ts to the CEDD.

When irregularities were ini-
tially detected in the concrete 
compression test reports by the 

CEDD, the contractor conducted 
an internal investigation into the 
matter.

The arrests were the second 
controversial development this 
week to result from the brid-
ge, the construction of which is 
expected by some estimates to 
complete by the end of the year.

Earlier in the week, concer-
ned citizens in Hong Kong said 
mainland officials were using the 
infrastructure project to deepen 
ties between the People’s Repu-
blic of China and the HKSAR. 

One such official, Wei Dong-

qing, a Chinese Party official, told 
Reuters that the bridge would 
promote unity, both physically 
and mentally.

“It’s psychological,” he said. 
“We have confidence for the fu-
ture […] a united market, a uni-
ted people […] that’s the dream.”

That raised concerns with some 
in Hong Kong who continue to 
view the project as an erosion of 
Hong Kong’s independent iden-
tity and the encroach of Beijing 
into the the territory’s autonomy, 
as laid out in the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration of 1984.

Deputy chief en-
gineer of China 

Railway  Corp, Zhao 
Guo Tang, believes 
that China’s high- 
speed railway ne-
twork may provide 
services to Macau, ac-
cording to a report by 
Macao Daily News. 

The Office of the 
Standing Commit-
tee of the National 
People’s Congress re-
cently held a seminar 
on the innovation and 
developments of Chi-
na’s high-speed rai-
lway.

On the sidelines of 
the seminar, Zhao 
noted that as China’s 
rapid development of 
high-speed railways 
continues, along with 
its continued deve-
lopment of the Pearl 
River Delta area, the-
re exists a possibility 

for the high-speed 
railway to extend into 
Macau. 

According to Zhang, 
the Pearl River Del-
ta region is one of 
three regions in China 
which have been pro-
posed as key points 
within the country’s 
high-speed railway 
network.

There are no pro-
blems building bri-
dges or tunnels in 
terms of construction 
technology. 

Zhang also noted 
that the enginee-
ring technology used 
in the construction 
of the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau bridge 
is the same as that 
used in the construc-
tion of high-speed 
railways. 

The high-speed rai-
lway network has 

caused controversy 
because although the 
cost of travel is almost 
the same as the cost of 
flying, it takes longer 
for passengers to rea-
ch their destinations 
using the network. 

Zhang noted that 
the price comparison 
cannot be calculated 
in terms of which one 
travel mode is chea-
per. 

The engineer poin-
ted out that the price 
should be compared 
in terms of average 
price per kilometer 
for the high-speed 
railway, express, and 
flights. 

By comparing the 
prices according to 
Zhang’s suggestion, 
high-speed railway 
becomes the cheapest 
mode of transporta-
tion among the three. 

During the 28th 
Macao Arts Festival 

(MAF), the MSAR invited 
consuls from a number 
of countries accredited to 
the Hong Kong and Ma-
cau SARs to participate 
in a tour organized by the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) on Tuesday. 

The delegates, accom-
panied by the IC Vice 
President Kent Ieong and 
IC personnel, visited the 
exhibition “The Art of 
Zhang Daqian” at the Ma-
cao Museum of Art. 

This exhibition features 
the Sichuan Museum’s 
collection of Zhang Da-
qian’s masterpieces from 
his early years, including 
his replicas of the murals 
during the years in Du-
nhuang, landscape pain-
tings, portraits and line 

drawings, letters written 
and seals used before and 
after his trip to Dunhuang.

The delegation then 
headed to the Macau De-
sign Centre, situated in 
an old factory, to gain an 
overview of the region’s 
cultural and creative in-
dustries and learn about 
their development and 
features.

According to a statement 
issued by the bureau, the 
group, along with IC pre-
sident Leung Hio Ming, 
also attended the concert 
“Resonance through Spa-
ce-Time” at the Venetian 
Theatre. 

The concert was perfor-
med by Serbian violinist 
Nemanja Radulovic with 
the young Spanish con-
ductor Jose Luis Gomez 
and the Macao Orchestra.

Bridge could erode autonomy, 
Hong Kong graft buster arrests 21

China high-speed 
railway network to 
possibly cover Macau

Diplomats visit 
local art scene
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Two mainland men 
arrested for murder 
case in 2006
 
Two men suspected of murder in a 
homicide case that occurred in 2006 
were arrested in mainland China. In 
2006, a 23-year-old mainland student 
who studied at the Macau Polytechnic 
Institute (IPM) was killed in her 
apartment in an incident where the 
two suspects entered Macau illegally 
and burgled the victim’s house. The 
Judiciary Police (PJ) says that criminal 
identification technology was unreliable 
back then, preventing the police from 
identifying the suspects. In manslaughter 
cases, authorities have 20 years to press 
charges.

DSEJ to enhance 
training of teachers’ 
Mandarin
 
The director of the Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau (DSEJ), Leong Lai, said 
that the bureau intends to enhance the 
Mandarin training of teachers. According 
to Leong, the training will improve the use 
of Mandarin as language of instruction 
in the city. Currently, 24 percent of the 
city’s Chinese teachers are teaching in 
Mandarin. Leong hopes that by the 
academic year of 2019/2020, most of 
the city’s Mandarin teachers will be able 
to obtain China’s national Mandarin 
qualification. 

Sulu Sou is expected to head the New 
Macau list

Daniel Beitler

It has emerged that a New 
Macau Association (ANM) 

board meeting, held to decide 
the order of candidates to run 
on the group’s election ticket, 
was responsible for the depar-
ture of former ANM president 
Scott Chiang earlier this week.

The information, provided to 
the Times by several anonymous 
sources, indicated that some 
members of the association had 
subverted the results of a survey 
and demoted Chiang from the 
second place on the ticket to the 
third. The sources said that this 
made Chiang’s role as the asso-
ciation head untenable.

Some months ago, a survey 
was circulated to New Macau 
members to determine the or-
der that candidates should be 
listed on the ANM ticket.

The results suggested that 
current vice president Sulu Sou 
should head the list, followed 
by Chiang and then Paul Chan, 

a former legislator who served 
a term in office after the 2009 
Legislative Assembly (AL) elec-
tion.

However, the survey did not 
ask respondents to indicate an 
order of preference for the can-
didates, leading to some contro-
versy over how the New Macau 

board should interpret the re-
sults.

According to the informa-
tion provided to the Times, the 
board considered two motions: 
To either respect the results of 
the internal survey or swap the 
positions of Chiang and Chan, 
so that the former president 
would now be placed third on 
the list. 

The board settled on the se-
cond motion, swapping the po-
sitions of the second- and third-
listed candidates.

The leading political associa-
tions in Macau can expect to win 
a maximum of two seats in the 
AL election. In 2013, only Chan 
Meng Kam’s United Citizens 
Association of Macau secured a 
third seat in the legislature.

As such, demoting Scott 
Chiang to third place on the list 
would effectively disqualify him 
from winning a seat, unless the 
party obtained a decisive victory.

Paul Chan is one of the ANM 
“old guard”, alongside current 

lawmakers Au Kam San and Ng 
Kuok Cheong, who over the past 
two years have distanced them-
selves from the organization. 
The political maneuvering of 
the two legislators is reflective 
of a widening generational gap 
within New Macau that some 
observers believe is crippling 
the group.

It remains unclear whether 
the decision to demote Chiang 
to third on the list was the result 
of broad popular support for a 
more experienced candidate in 
Paul Chan, or a coup d’état or-
chestrated by senior members 
at the association.

Chiang was re-elected as pre-
sident of New Macau in July last 
year, receiving a total of nine 
votes from the 11 participating 
board members, while his for-
mer colleagues Jason Chao and 
Sulu Sou were chosen to serve 
as vice presidents with 10 and 11 
votes respectively.

The Times attempted to con-
tact representatives of New Ma-
cau Association for comment 
but did not receive a reply by 
press time. Sulu Sou, who is 
thought by some to be prepa-
ring to succeed Chiang, was also 
not reachable yesterday.

Meanwhile, Scott Chiang refu-
sed to comment on the matter, 
stating only that he could nei-
ther confirm nor deny the cou-
rse of events.

New Macau

Chiang ousted by 
election list controversy
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The Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) has released 

data on health care in Macau for 
the whole of last year, noting, 
among other trends, that the oc-
cupancy rate of in-patient beds 
dropped by 4.6 percentage points 
to 72 percent. 

The government bureau, in a 
statement released yesterday, 
attributed the fall to an increase 
of in-patient beds and a decrease 
in the average hospital stay. This 
marked the first year-on-year 
decline after three consecutive 
years of growth in this particular 
metric.

During 2016, the five hospitals 
in Macau provided a total of 1,591 
in-patient beds, up by 97 year-on- 
year. The number of in-patients 
increased by 6.1 percent year-on- 
year to 58,000, while the average 
hospital stay was 7.1 days, down 
by 0.3 days.

Meanwhile, hospital out-patient 
attendances increased by 0.4 per-
cent year-on-year to 1,633,000, 
of which 280,000 (17.1 percent) 
were consultations in internal 
medicine, followed by physiothe-
rapy and rehabilitation (216,000) 

and Chinese medicine (180,000).
Emergency attendances in-

creased slightly by 0.5 percent 
year-on-year to 477,000, with 
those in the Macau Peninsula 
(369,000) rising by 2 percent. On 
the other hand, emergency atten-
dances in Taipa (109,000) dro-
pped by 4.3 percent, marking the 
third consecutive year of decline 
since 2014. 

A total of 308,000 doses of vac-
cine were administered in hospi-
tals and primary health care esta-
blishments in 2016, down by 0.8 
percent year-on-year, with vacci-

nations against influenza totaling 
about  99,000 doses.

DSEC also recorded the number 
of blood donations, which rose 
markedly last year, up by 5.8 per-
cent to 10,748. Additionally, first- 
time blood donations increased 
by 9.8 percent to 3,238.

In 2016, there were 1,726 doc-
tors and 2,342 nurses, up by 3.1 
percent and 2.8 percent respecti-
vely year-on-year. The number of 
doctors and nurses per 1,000 po-
pulation was 2.7 and 3.6 respecti-
vely, both up by 0.1 as compared 
with 2015.

The Macau Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 

participated in the 2017 Pacific 
Asia Travel Association (PATA) 
Annual Summit in Sri Lanka.

Hosted by the Sri Lanka Tou-
rism Promotion Bureau, the 
PATA Annual Summit was 
held in Negombo, Sri Lanka 
from May 18 to 21.

Under the theme “Disrup-
tion. Innovation. Transforma-
tion: The Future of Tourism,” 
the four-day Summit featured 
a series of panel discussions, 
a ministerial debate between 
leading industry experts, the 
PATA Annual General Meeting 
and the PATA Youth Sympo-
sium in addition to other mee-
tings and activities that were 
part of the program this year.

As one of the members of the 
PATA Executive Board, MGTO 
head Helena de Senna Fernan-
des attended a series of meetin-
gs and activities at the Summit 
including a one-day conferen-
ce, the UNWTO/PATA Minis-
terial Debate, the PATA Execu-
tive Board Meeting, the PATA 

Board Meeting and the PATA 
Annual General Meeting.

Both the new chairman and 
vice chairman of PATA were 
elected on Sunday. 

Sarah Mathews became the 
newly elected PATA chairman 
and Chris Bottrill became the 
new PATA vice chairman, as 
cited in a statement issued by 
MGTO.

The summit gathered innova-
tive speakers and leaders from 
the travel industry to exchange 
and share forward-thinking 
perspectives to inspire the ad-
vancement of the tourism in-
dustry. 

Topics of discussion related 
specifically to new ideas re-
garding market-transforming 
innovations, destination grow-
th management, the sharing 
economy and its influence, and 
comparison between traditio-
nal and digital marketing stra-
tegies.

PATA’s other major event, the 
PATA Travel Mart 2017, will be 
held in Macau from September 
13 to 15.

Health

Fewer in-patient stays 
in local hospitals 

Tourism 

MGTO participates 
in PATA Annual 
Summit 2017
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corporate bits
mgm macau racks up 15 health and 
safety awards

As a prelude to the upco-
ming launch of the Samsung 
Galaxy S8 and S8+ in Macau, 
yesterday CTM and Samsung 
jointly organized a “Galaxy S8 

In a statement released yes-
terday, MGM Macau said it was 
proud to have won the most 
awards at the 2nd F&B Oc-
cupational Safety and Health 

ctm to offer new samsung galaxy s8 and s8+ from CTM, the session saw 
representatives from Sam-
sung demonstrate and intro-
duce the mobile’s unique de-
sign, “advanced technologies 
and powerful functions.”

Also in the statement, CTM 
said that it has applied the 
Carrier Aggregation technolo-
gy to “greatly uplift” the CTM 
4G+ download speed from 
112Mbps to 225Mbps.

“Through continuous invest-
ment and effort, CTM made 
a new breakthrough in intro-
ducing the 3CCA technology 
[… so that] customers could 
enjoy the unprecedented ul-
timate download speed of 
300Mbps.”

outlets and their staff members 
with outstanding achievements 
in enhancing the occupational 
safety within the catering indus-
try, according to the MGM Ma-
cau statement.

The company received a total 
of 15 awards at the award ce-
remony yesterday, including the 
silver award in “Corporate Safe-
ty Performance” that demons-
trates commitment to securing 
a safe and healthy workplace.

Earlier this month, MGM Ma-
cau organized an Occupational 
Health and Safety game fair 
and the signing ceremony of 
the company’s “Occupational 
Safety and Health Charter,” 
which was witnessed by DSAL.

| S8+ Corporate Priority Ses-
sion” for customers to expe-
rience the new functions of 
the new mobile device.

According to a statement 

Award Program, organized 
by the Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL). 

The objective of the award 
program is to recognize F&B 

Fiscal reserve tops 
USD59b in Q1
The fiscal reserves of Macau reached 
MOP472.3 billion (almost USD59 billion) at 
the end of March this year. The basic reserves 
accounted for MOP127.95 billion and the excess 
reserves took up MOP344.41 billion, the city’s 
monetary authority said Tuesday. In the first 
quarter, the asset allocation of the fiscal reserve 
continued to include global bonds, global 
equities and money market instruments. The 
annual investment income for fiscal reserve 
totaled MOP4.39 billion, equivalent to an 
annual return of 3.9 percent. The income from 
equity investment became the largest source 
for the fiscal reserve for the period, due to the 
recovery of global equity markets. Investment 
in the traditionally stable fixed income market 
and money market also generated a steady 
income at the same time, the monetary 
authority said.

Plane skids off runway 
at Chek Lap Kok
Flights to and from Hong Kong International 
Airport were reportedly disrupted for almost 
two hours yesterday morning after a China 
Eastern Airlines aircraft skidded off the 
runway after landing during heavy rain. After 
an initial attempt to land failed, flight MU765 
from Nanjing landed at 10:51 a.m. and airport 
officials said the Airbus A321 slid off the 
runway as it was making its way to the gate. 
Firefighters were deployed after the plane came 
to a halt with its front and right side wheels 
stuck on the grass outside the runway. It took 
over 90 minutes before workers shifted the 
plane back to the runway and towed it away. 
Airport authorities said the 141 passengers and 
crewmembers were then transported to the 
terminal by bus and two people who felt unwell 
were sent to hospital for checks. The Civil 
Aviation Department said it will conduct an 
investigation into the “serious” incident.

Zhuhai refunds 
quarantine fees to 
car owners
 
The Zhuhai Entry-Exit Inspection and 
Quarantine Bureau is refunding quarantine fees 
to Macau and Zhuhai car owners, according to 
a report by Jornal Va Kio. Under the scheme, a 
total of RMB5.7 million will be refunded to the 
owners of around 22,900 cars from both Macau 
and Zhuhai. The scheme will end on September 
30. The Gongbei border gate, the site of most 
vehicle crossings between Zhuhai and Macau, 
will be the main border involved in the refund 
scheme. Around 82 percent of vehicles involved 
in the scheme were quarantined at the Gongbei 
border gate. 

Julie Zhu
 

The University of Ma-
cau (UM) launched 
yesterday the Green 
Book of Macau, An-

nual Report on Development 
of Travel and Leisure in Macau 
(2016-2017). 

Proposed by the Center of Ma-
cau Studies from UM, the book 
was jointly created by scholars 
from both Macau and China, 
consisting of 22 reports about 
the general landscape of Macau 
and other topics. 

As part of the vision of cons-
tructing a World Tourism and 
Leisure Center, this report 
stands on the historical and cul-
tural accumulation of Macau 
from the angle of a tourism des-
tination. 

While talking to the media, 
Hao Yufan – the main author –  
said that there are no systematic 
studies regarding Macau’s cur-
rent tourism status and its tou-
rism development challenges. 

According to Hao, the report 
is focused especially on what 
Macau can do to improve and 
enhance its tourism industry 
in the future,  adding that the 
report marks the first time the 
city’s scholars collaborated with 
enterprises to come up with 
evidence-backed suggestions 

for improving Macau’s tourism 
prospects. 

From this version, the Green 
Book of Macau will be pub-
lished annually. According to 
Hao, the writers are planning 
to establish a Macau tourism 
and leisure index to make it ea-
sier for the local government to 
make decisions.

Lin Guangzhi, director of the 
Center of Macau Studies of UM, 
says that the book represents 
“the first time the academic sec-
tor is supporting Macau to build 
itself into a world tourism and 
leisure center.”

“Macau has a relatively good 
groundwork regarding the tou-
rism and leisure industry,” said 
Lin, but remarked that the in-
dustry still faces problems.

The scholar noted that “the 
residents’ comfort and sense of 
happiness” is the goal that the 
city pursues. 

Regarding ways to improve 
Macau’s tourism industry and  
residents’ sense of happiness, 
Lin suggested that improving 
services and balancing quality 
against quantity would aid in 
achieving those goals. He ex-
plained that “we need a scien-
tific and rational estimation of 
Macau’s tourism carrying ca-
pacities” in order to formulate a 
good plan.

Pang Chuan, vice president of 
the Macau University of Science 
and Technology, told the media 
at the book launch that “Macau 
cannot be called a World Tou-
rism and Leisure Center if Ma-

cau residents’ life cannot reach 
a status of leisure and comfort.”

“It is not ideal that Macau resi-
dents experience low standards 
of living but tourists enjoy lei-
sure,” said Pang, adding “it is 
really difficult to achieve [the 
goal] to build Macau into a wor-
ld tourism and leisure center.” 

Pang noted that the scholars 
want the Macau government 
to remember its original wish 
when developing the city into a 
world tourism and leisure cen-
ter, which is “enabling the re-
sidents to enjoy a leisurely and 
comfortable life.”

The Secretary for 
Economic Affairs 

and Finance, Lionel 
Leong, announced re-
cently that the inau-
guration ceremony of 
the China-Portuguese- 
Speaking Cooperation 

and Development Fund 
in Macau will take place 
on June 1.

Leong said that the 
inauguration of the 
headquarters of the 
Fund will take place at 
the same time as the 

VIII International Fo-
rum on Infrastructure 
Investment and Cons-
truction.

The headquarters of 
the fund will initially 
be located in the Macau 
Business Support Cen-

tre, at the Macau Trade 
and Investment Promo-
tion Institute (IPIM), 
and subsequently mo-
ved to the Complex of 
the Trade Cooperation 
Services Platform be-
tween China and the 

Portuguese-speaking 
countries, to be built in 
the Nam Van Lake area.

The Fund for Deve-
lopment Cooperation 
between China and the 
Portuguese-speaking 
countries has an ini-
tial budget of USD1 
billion, as announced 
in November 2010 by 
the then-Prime Minis-
ter Wen Jiabao at the 
3rd Ministerial Con-
ference of Forum Ma-
cau.  MDT/Macauhub

Green book published to guide 
Macau’s tourism development

Cooperation fund headquarters 
to be inaugurated in June

Lin Guangzhi, director of UM’s Center of Macau Studies  

 
Macau cannot 
be called a 
World Tourism 
and Leisure 
Center if 
residents’ life 
cannot reach 
a comfortable 
status.

Pang Chuan
MUST vice president
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Paulo Barbosa

Around six months 
after leaving Malo Clinic 
where he was clinical 
director, José Peres de 

Sousa started a practice in the FBC 
building. Interviewed by the Times, 
the ears, nose and throat specialist 
discusses issues such as the health 
consequences of excessive noise in 
work environments, abuse of hea-
dphones and poor air quality. 

Macau Daily Times (MDT) 
– A local association conduc-
ted a survey recently inter-
viewing 513 persons. They 
concluded that around 60 
percent of local citizens admit 
to having hearing problems…

José Peres de Sousa (JPS) 
– It would be easier to assess if an 
official screening was made, and it 
is not difficult to implement such 
a screening to detect hearing pro-
blems. Nowadays, all newborns 
are screened for hearing problems. 
The idea of screening newborns 
for hearing problems was imple-
mented in Portugal in the hospital 
where I worked – Dona Estefânia 
– and has since become common 
practice worldwide. In Portugal, 
we track around 95 percent of all 
newborns. We also practice scree-
ning in Macau. The process is very 
simple: a machine emits a sound 
inside the ear and the baby’s brain 
will react if the sound was heard. 
The machine will indicate if the 
sound wave has reached the brain. 
If the result is negative, it means 
that there may be a problem. […] 
The universal screening ensures 
that profoundly deaf children do 
not reach three or four years of 
age without detection. And that 
may mean the difference between 
having a normal life and a life that 
will be adversely affected. Detec-
tion of profound deafness at the 
moment of birth allows that per-
son to receive an implant… We 
know that people who can’t listen 
can’t talk, and those who can’t talk 
find it hard to interact. 

MDT – Is the above-mentio-
ned 60 percent figure accura-
te in Macau?

JPS – Regarding the adult po-
pulation, we can’t say there are 60 
percent [with hearing problems] 
because a hearing screening has 
never been conducted. Two types 
of screenings could be conducted 
– one for people aged between 5 
and 30 and other for people older 
than 50. Why? Because the types 
of deafness that appear in those 
age groups are different. Up to 40 
years old there are problems re-
lated to the ossicular chain, mea-
ning the transmission of the sound 

wave in the hearing channel. Even 
ear wax can cause deafness and 
then there are tympanic traumas 
and other pathologies that cause 
deafness in that age group. From 
50 we have other type of deafness. 
We get older and the cells in the 
ear that receive the sound, trans-
form them into electric waves and 
transmit them to the brain lose 
quality. The first frequencies to be 
lost are the acute frequencies. As 
a consequence, the person beco-
mes unable to distinguish certain 
words. 

MDT – There is the com-
mon perception that hearing 
loss is almost natural in el-
derly people. Is this correct?

JPS – Yes, the age of the cells 
causes that, and it also may cause 
eye problems. The loss of quality 
has two aspects: if it is in the cells, 
it can be corrected with a hearing 
aid, but if the problem is caused 
by nerve degeneration, it can’t. If 
a person with nerve degeneration 
uses a hearing aid, that person 

will only be able to hear noise. The 
hearing aid is good if the person 
who uses it is able to understand 
the words that are said. 

MDT – In Macau, as el-
sewhere, we see many elder-
ly people using hearing devi-
ces…

JPS – It is very common. I think 
the government has a policy of 
giving hearing aids to people, but 
many of those devices are quite 
basic. Nowadays, hearing aids can 
address [a much broader range of] 
problems. Even in cases of nerve 
degeneration there are big develo-
pments. 

MDT – The respondents of 
the survey claimed that they 
lack knowledge about how to 
prevent hearing loss. Do you 
think that the Health Bureau  
could do more in this regard? 

JPS – There is no prevention. 
We know that hearing is sensitive 
to noise. People who work near 
machines that produce noise over 
80 decibels are more prone to su-
ffering gradual hearing loss. Here 
in Macau, not all construction 
workers use hearing protection, 
which is mandatory. […] In youn-
ger people, noise has a perverse ef-
fect. Apparently, nothing happens, 
but the habit of going to nightclubs 
with music above 120 decibels [is 
detrimental to their health]. Here 
in Macau, a person goes to a night 
club and the legs tremble from 
loud bass. Noise is the main cause 
for the early beginnings of hearing 
damage.

MDT – Nowadays, we in-
creasingly see people using 
headphones connected to 

their mobile devices. Can the 
overuse of headphones cause 
hearing damage?

JPS – Yes. Some phones even 
indicate, when a headphone is 
linked, that the sound is too loud. 
If people listen to those devices for 
many hours with a sound level lou-
der than 80 decibels, it will cause 
damage. It may not be permanent 
in early stages, but people will later 
experience hearing loss. 

MDT – Do you get young 
people complaining of those 
symptoms here at your medi-
cal practice?

JPS – I see young people that 
come here with symptoms of hea-
ring loss cause by headphones and 
from being exposed to very loud 
environments.

MDT – Due to increasing 
traffic and other factors, the 
air quality in Macau has de-
creased. Do you have the per-
ception that there are more 
patients complaining of ear 
and nose allergies? 

JPS – The air in Macau is not of 
good quality, particularly down-
town. And the region is just a pawn 
in the middle of all the pollution 
sources that encircle us. This is a 
heavily industrialized area. The 
exposure to pollution has a similar 
effect to tobacco: it causes mucous 
rash. […] If the mucous is more 
reactive it causes diseases such 
rhinitis, sinusitis and bronchitis. 
A person with a healthy backgrou-
nd resists more, but someone who 
is allergy prone will have trouble 
with this [Macau] pollution. And 
children are more sensitive, par-
ticularly if there is a family back-
ground of such ailments. 

MDT – You are the former 
clinical director of Malo Cli-
nic Macau, which opened 
at The Venetian Macao in 
2009. How do you see Ma-
lo’s latest plans here, which 
include the opening of new 
clinics?

JPS – Health is a very specific 
business. Whether people know 
what they want to do or not. Sin-
ce I left the board of directors of 
Malo – previously I was also the 
CEO of the company – I never 
felt that people were really inte-
rested in improving health care. 
Obviously, the financial situation 
was complicated, but we need to 
understand that investments in 
the health care sector only pay 
back after a while. And there is 
a crucial factor: If you want to 
attract people there, you need to 
have the best human resources. 
And you need to treat those hu-
man resources well, otherwise 
the quality of the service degra-
des and customers are drawn 
away fast. I left the post of clini-
cal director six months ago for 
reasons due to what I feel is the 
responsibility of the clinical di-
rector, regarding everything that 
is going on at the clinic. I felt I 
lacked appropriate conditions 
to continue as clinic director, 
bearing in mind that the clinical 
director is responsible toward 
the Health Bureau and people in 
general. […] It stopped making 
sense for me, also because I cou-
ldn’t understand the CEO [who 
was from mainland China and di-
dn’t speak English], and couldn’t 
speak with him. 

MDT – Do you believe that 
Macau can become a health 
tourism center?

JPS – The health tourism in 
Macau is not the same as in Sin-
gapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong or 
Thailand. Here it is possible to 
have a good check up, but spe-
cialized doctors are needed. Ma-
cau could become a major health 
tourism center in terms of dentis-
try – and when Dr Malo arrived 
in Macau it was a big evolution 
compared with what we had here 
before, but that was before he li-
quidated his own company. 

MDT – What does the go-
vernment need to do to turn 
the region into a health tou-
rism center?

JPS – The government made 
a bet on our clinic [Malo Clinic] 
because it was innovative within 
this part of Asia. The relationship 
between medical spa and casino 
was a win-win situation. But, as 
I always told Dr Malo, dentistry 
should be the support while the 
hospital grew. Here in Macau, 
the only place with conditions to 
implement a concept linked to 
health tourism - namely wellness, 
which is something that hospitals 
can’t provide - is what is instal-
led at the [Malo Clinic] Venetian. 
But a lot of investment is needed. 
The spa must be transformed, 
because that classical concept of 
spa, with massages, is outdated. 
There are many other things in a 
medical spa. 

Q&A

Wellness may be the future of 
health-related tourism in Macau

José Peres de Sousa
Ears, Nose, Throat specialist

 
The 
government 
has a policy of 
giving hearing 
aids to people, 
but many of 
those devices 
are quite basic.

José Peres de Sousa
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Ikea Group named Jesper 
Brodin, currently responsible 

for the development of the Swe-
dish furniture retailer’s product 
range and supply chain, as chief 
executive officer after   Peter Ag-
nefjall decided to step down.

Brodin, a 48-year old former 
assistant to Ikea founder Ingvar 
Kamprad who has worked at the 
maker of the Billy bookcase and 
Klippan sofa for 22 years, will 

take up the new role Sept. 1, Ikea 
said in a statement yesterday. He 
is currently managing director of 
the Ikea of Sweden unit and will 
move to Leiden in the Nether-
lands, where Ikea has its head-
quarters, from Almhult in Swe-
den, where it opened its first store 
in 1958 and has its Swedish base.

Brodin will take over the helm 
of a furniture and retail empire 
with 348 stores, 45 shopping cen-

ters and 140,000 employees in 
28 countries. During Agnefjall’s 
almost five-year tenure, Ikea ex-
panded its presence in China, be-
gan a push into India and honed 
its online offering. That strategy 
won’t change under Brodin, Ikea 
Chairman Lars-Johan Jarnhei-
mer said in an interview.

“The strategic direction that 
the company has remains in 
place, and even if Jesper will 

mold it, he has been part of the 
development of the strategy 
together with Peter in his pre-
vious role on the management 
team,” Jarnheimer said by pho-
ne. The new CEO “is used to 
transformative work, which is 
more relevant than ever today,” 
he added.

Brodin started at Ikea in 1995 
and has since then worked in 
purchasing, product-range de-

velopment, logistics and group 
management and spent time 
in locations from Pakistan and 
China to Denmark and Swe-
den.

“We have a lot of exciting 
things ahead of us,” Brodin said 
in a phone interview. “We’re 
growing, we’re keen on taking 
on new markets and we’re 
looking at how we can impro-
ve the customer experience in 
many dimensions.”

Agnefjall, 46, who has worked 
at Ikea for 22 years and has also 
been an assistant to Kamprad, 
said he felt it was “a natural 
time for me to take a change 
of path.” The CEO job involves 
“working 365 days a year, 15 to 
16 hours per day, and at some 
point one needs to hand over to 
the next generation,” he said.

In the year through August, 
Ikea’s store sales rose 7.1 per-
cent to 34.2 billion euros 
(USD38.2 billion). The CEO 
change won’t affect Ikea’s lon-
g-held goal of raising annual 
revenue to 50 billion euros by 
2020, according to its chair-
man.

The company will have intro-
duced so-called multi-channel 
retailing, including online sa-
les, in almost all of its markets 
by the end of the year, Agnefjall 
said. Ikea plans to open 18 new 
stores next year, he said.

“We see opportunities to con-
tinue to grow in all markets, 
because we’re quite small and 
have relatively low market sha-
res everywhere apart from in 
Sweden,” Agnefjall said. “We 
see big opportunities in large 
markets such as China and In-
dia and I’d also like to highlight 
the U.S., where there are still 
quite a lot of white spots on the 
map.” Bloomberg

Tsogo Sun Holdin-
gs Ltd. said its South 

African casino business 
suffered last month as the 
firing of Finance Minister 
Pravin Gordhan weake-
ned consumer confiden-
ce, leading to many gam-
blers staying at home.

“March was a good mon-
th for us, but April was 
very tough,” Chief Exe-
cutive Officer Marcel Von 
Aulock said in a phone 
interview yesterday. “We 
put a lot of that down to 
a change in sentiment in 
the South African eco-
nomy.”

The owner of Johannes-
burg’s Montecasino and 
Gold Reef City entertain-
ment complexes expects 
earnings growth to track 
the economy, and sees no 
sign of a pick-up because 
of internal fighting within 

The value of re-
tail sales during 

the first quarter of 
2017 increased by 12 
percent year-on-year 
to MOP16.59 billion, 
according to figu-
res released by the 
Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC) 
yesterday, and were 
around 4.3 percent 
higher than the re-
vised figure for the 
final quarter of last 
year.

According to DSEC, 
watches, clocks and 
jewelry accounted 
for 23.2 percent of 
the total retail sales, 
followed by goods in 
department stores 
(15 percent), adul-
ts’ clothing (12.8 
percent), leather 
goods (11.8 percent) 
and goods in super-
markets (7.1 per-
cent).

After removing the 

the ruling African Natio-
nal Congress, the CEO 
said. The continent’s lar-
gest gaming and hotels 
company is “extremely 
well placed” for an even-
tual upturn, having ad-
ded betting machines to 
venues and bought new 
properties, he said.

South African President 
Jacob Zuma ousted Gor-
dhan in a cabinet reshu-
ffle at the end of Mar-
ch, causing the rand to 
weaken and bond yields 
to rise. Both S&P Global 
Ratings and Fitch Ratings 
Ltd. subsequently down-
graded the country’s cre-
dit rating to junk, citing 
uncertainty over policy 
continuity and political 
instability. Africa’s most 
industrialized economy 
is expected to grow 0.8 
percent this year, compa-

effect of price chan-
ges, the volume of 
retail sales increased 
by 11.5 percent year- 
on-year in the first 
quarter. 

The sales volu-
me of motorcycles, 
part and accessories 
(+43 percent), lea-
ther goods (+26.3 
percent), cosmeti-
cs and sanitary ar-
ticles (+23.8 per-
cent) and watches, 
clocks and jewelry 
(+20.6 percent) re-
gistered notable 
growth. Meanwhile, 
a marked decrease 
was observed in the 
sale volume of mo-
tor vehicles, which 
declined by 12.3 per-
cent.

In respect to re-
tailers’ comments, 
about 47.5 percent 
of the retailers anti-
cipated the sales vo-
lume in the second 

red with the sub-Saharan 
African average of 2.6 
percent, according to the 
International Monetary 
Fund.

Tsogo Sun shares fell 1 
percent to 24.30 rand as 
of 9:50 a.m. in Johannes-
burg, extending the 2017 
decline to 12 percent. 
That values the com-
pany at 25 billion rand 
(USD1.9 billion).

Sales rose 8 percent to 
13.2 billion rand in the 
year through March, lif-
ted by a 28 percent in-
crease in hotel revenue, 
the Johannesburg-based 
company said in a sta-
tement. Revenue from 
gaming after paying out 
winnings, known as the 
gaming win, grew by a 
“disappointing” 2 percent 
during the year, Tsogo 
said. Bloomberg

quarter of 2017 to 
stay stable as in the 
same quarter a year 
earlier. At the same 
time, 46.9 percent 
forecasted a decrea-
se and just 5.6 per-
cent expected an in-
crease. 

Meanwhile, 75.3 
percent of the sur-
veyed retailers an-
ticipated the re-
tail prices to re-
main steady year- 
on-year in the se-
cond quarter of 
2017, 16.1 percent 
expected a decrease 
and 8.6 percent pre-
dicted an increase.

As compared with 
the first quarter of 
2017, 50.6 percent 
of the retailers anti-
cipated a stable bu-
siness performance 
during the second 
quarter, while only 
16.8 percent predic-
ted an improvement.

Ikea names Brodin new CEO to 
lead Asia expansion, online growth

South Africa

Tsogo Sun gaming weakened 
after ouster of Finance Minister 

Macau: Retail sales value up 12pct
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o  Communist 
leaders have 
cited reducing 
financial risk as 
a priority this 
year

The  Chinese  owner of 
Sweden’s Volvo Cars 

agreed yesterday to buy 
49.9 percent of Malaysian 
automaker Proton, gaining 
a platform to expand into 
Southeast Asia.

The deal gives Geely a 
distribution network in 
Southeast Asia, where 
non-Japanese brands have 
struggled. Proton gets a 
financially strong partner 
and possibly more advan-
ced technology.

Proton Holdings Bhd. 
was founded in 1983 by 
the Malaysian government 
to create a domestic auto 
brand. It bought Lotus in 
1996. But sales have suf-
fered due to growing com-
petition and a reputation 
for poor quality and bland 
models. The company was 
privatized in 2012 and 
continued to struggle, with 
its market share dwindling 
to 12 percent last year.

As part of the deal, Gee-
ly Holding Group Co. Ltd. 
will acquire 51 percent 

Customers look at the Proton’s model “Persona” displayed inside a 
showroom at Kepong in Kuala Lumpur

Geely buys stakes in Malaysia’s Proton, Lotus 
of British automaker Lo-
tus from Proton for 51 
million pounds (USD66.2 
million), officials said.

Proton is selling its stake 
in Lotus to cut losses. The 
remaining 49 percent is 
being purchased by Etika 
Automobile, which is ow-
ned by Syed Mokhtar Al- 
Bukhary, the tycoon who 
holds the controlling stake 
in Proton’s parent com-
pany, DRB-Hicom, said 
DRB group managing di-
rector Syed Faisal Albar.

Geely is one of China’s bi-
ggest independent auto 
brands. Founded in 1986 
as a refrigerator manufac-
turer, it started producing 
motorcycles in the 1990s 
and launched its first car 
in 2002. It bought Volvo 
from Ford Motor Co. in 
2010.

“With Proton and Lotus 
joining the Geely Group 
portfolio of brands we 
strengthen our global foo-
tprint and develop a bea-
chhead in Southeast Asia,” 

said Geely executive vice 
president Daniel Li Don-
ghui.

Geely plans to “restore 
Proton to its former glory 
with the support of Gee-
ly’s innovative technology 
and management resour-
ces,” said Li. “Reflecting 
our experience accumu-
lated through Volvo Car’s 
revitalization, we also aim 
to unleash the full poten-
tial of Lotus cars.” He said 
Geely’s target is for Proton 
to produce 500,000 cars 
by 2020 for the Southeast 
Asian markets.

DRB-Hicom’s controlling 
50.1 percent stake means 
Proton will remain a Ma-
laysian national brand, of-
ficials said.

Syed Faisal said Proton 
will also assemble Volvo 
cars, and plans to launch 
Geely’s mid-sized sports 
utility vehicle in the local 
market. Proton’s 10,000 
employees will not be af-
fected by the deal, he said. 
A final agreement will be 

signed in July, he added.
Geely also owns the Lon-

don Taxi Co., acquired in 
2013. Last year, it laun-
ched a new brand, Lynk & 
Co., to be positioned in the 
mid-market between Gee-
ly’s lower-priced vehicles 
and Volvo.

Geely says last year’s sa-
les of its own brands rose 
50 percent over 2015 to 
765,851 vehicles.

The Proton tie-up gives 
Geely a boost in Southeast 
Asia, a “very difficult 
market” dominated by Ja-
panese brands, according 
to Yale Zhang, managing 
director of Automotive Fo-
resight, a research firm in 
Shanghai.

“If you look at U.S. or Eu-
ropean automakers who 
started from scratch the-
re, basically none of them 
succeeded,” said Zhang. “If 
you want to enter and you 
have a well-established 
brand like Proton, then 
you get access to a rela-
tively popular brand and 

also a ready distribution 
channel.”

The deal will give Proton 
“a real chance of making 
a comeback, a huge one 
I hope,” said Malaysia’s 
second finance minister, 
Johari Abdul Ghani, who 
attended the signing cere-
mony.

Zhang suggested a pos-

sible strategy might be to 
manufacture Geely’s latest 
models under the Proton 
name.

“The current Geely mo-
dels are much better than 
the current Proton mo-
dels,” said Zhang. “The 
Protons are basically some 
old Mitsubishi products, 
very old.” AP

Joe McDonald, Beijing 

The Moody’s ratin-
gs agency yesterday 
cut  China’s  credit ra-
ting due to surging 

debt, prompting a protest 
by Beijing and highlighting 
challenges faced by commu-
nist leaders as they overhaul a 
slowing economy.

The downgrade adds to war-
nings about  China’s  reliance 
on credit to propel growth after 
the 2008 global crisis. Private 
sector analysts say it could drag 
on the economy or threaten 
the health of the state-owned 
banking industry.

Moody’s Investors Service cut 
Beijing’s long-term local cur-
rency and foreign currency is-
suer ratings by one notch to A1 
from Aa3. It said China’s finan-
cial strength is likely to erode as 
growth slows and debt will rise 
further.

“We expect direct govern-
ment, indirect and economy
-wide debt to continue to rise, 
signaling an erosion of  Chi-
na’s credit profile,” said a Moo-
dy’s statement.

The  Chinese  finance ministry 
criticized the decision. It com-
plained Moody’s overestimated 
difficulties facing the world’s 
second-largest economy and 
underestimated Beijing’s in-
dustrial reform and financial 
strength.

Estimates of  China’s  total 
nongovernment debt have ri-
sen from the equivalent of 170 
percent of annual economic ou-
tput in 2007 to 260 percent last 
year.

Communist leaders have ci-

A cyclist rides past people on a pedestrian bridge as motorists are clogged with 
heavy traffic on a road in Beijing

Moody’s cuts China credit 
rating over rising debt 

ted reducing financial risk as 
a priority this year. They have 
launched initiatives to reduce 
debts owed by state companies, 
including by allowing banks to 
accept stock to repay loans. But 
private sector analysts say they 
are moving too slowly.

The Moody’s announcement 
triggered a sell-off in  Chine-
se stocks. The country’s market 
benchmark, the Shanghai Com-
posite Index, declined 0.6 per-
cent by midday.

A finance ministry statement 
accused Moody’s of using 

“inappropriate methods” that it 
said gave a false picture of Chi-
na’s financial outlook.

The ministry complained 
Moody’s failed to give enough 
weight to economic reforms. 
The government is trying to 
make the economy more pro-
ductive by giving market forces 
a bigger role and “supply side 
reform,” or shrinking bloated 
industries such as steel and ce-
ment in which supply exceeds 
demand, which has depressed 
prices and led to financial los-
ses.

“It overestimates the diffi-
culties facing the  Chinese  eco-
nomy and underestimates the 
government’s ability to deepen 
supply side structural reform 
and appropriately expand ove-
rall demand,” the ministry said.

Chinese economic growth fell 
from 14.2 percent in 2007 to 
6.7 percent last year, though 
that still was among the world’s 
strongest. The finance ministry 
noted the growth rate ticked up 
to 6.9 percent in the quarter 
ending in March and said tax 
revenue rose 11.8 percent in the 
first four months of the year.

Beijing is trying to steer the 
economy to slower, more sus-

tainable growth based on do-
mestic consumption instead 
of investment and exports. But 
growth has repeatedly dipped 
faster than planners wanted, 
raising the risk of politically 
dangerous job losses. Beijing 
has responded by flooding the 
economy with credit.

“The planned reform pro-
gram is likely to slow, but not 
prevent, the rise in leverage,” 
Moody’s said. “The importance 
the authorities attach to main-
taining robust growth will re-
sult in sustained policy stimu-
lus, given the growing structu-
ral impediments to achieving 
current growth targets. Such 
stimulus will contribute to ri-
sing debt across the economy 
as a whole.”

The agency changed its 
outlook to stable from nega-
tive, saying risks are now ba-
lanced and growth will likely 
remain relatively strong. Moo-
dy’s expects economic growth 
to decline to close to 5 percent 
over the next five years. AP

macau rating maintained

MOODY’S ANNOUNCED yester-
day the Macau SAR’s long-term is-
suer ratings at “Aa3” and upgraded 
the rating outlook to “stable” from 
“negative.” “Aa3” is three notches 

lower than the highest rating. Ac-
cording to Moody’s rating defini-
tions, ratings in the “Aa” category 
are high investment grade and are 
subject to very low credit risk.
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 The ruling 
was greeted 
with rapturous 
applause 
outside the 
legislature not 
far from the 
court in central 
Taipei

China is shutting 
down its only under-

sea coal mine, state-run 
newspapers reported 
yesterday, as the gover-
nment struggles to rein 
in rising production that 
threatens to frustrate a 
planned shift to cleaner- 
burning fuels.

The Beizao coal mine in 
Shandong Province will 
shut down in October 
and its 1,580 employees 
will be offered new jobs, 
the Global Times and 
others reported.

China is the world’s 
largest coal consumer. 
Pollution from the fuel 
is a major contributor 
to smog that blankets 
many Chinese cities.

Government officials 
announced plans to 
shutter 1,000 mines in 

Chinese authorities 
have punished dozens 

of companies involved in 
live online broadcasting 
and shut down nume-
rous hosting platforms 
for showing content that 
was pornographic, related 
to gambling or involved 
content considered su-
perstitious and harmful to 
minors.

Almost half of China’s 
730 million internet users 
use live video streaming si-
tes and apps, according to 
authorities. The live broa-
dcasting market was wor-
th 21 billion RMB (USD3 
billion) in 2016, an increa-
se of 180 percent from the 
year before, according to 
market research company 
iResearch.

In its latest crackdown 
on the industry, the Minis-
try of Culture said yester-
day that it had shut down 
10 hosting platforms and 
given administrative pu-
nishments, including fi-
nes, to 48 companies. It 
also said it had ordered 
closed more than 30,000 

Beijing shuts some live streaming 
sites, punishes companies

China shuts only 
undersea coal mine amid 
production reboundstudios producing con-

tent. Most individuals’ 
studios consist of their be-
droom or living room, but 
there are some businesses 
set up to provide multiple 
broadcast spaces.

The ministry said it had 
also given out punishmen-
ts including unspecified fi-
nes and the confiscation of 
“illegal earnings” in rela-
tion to more than 30,000 
broadcasts. A total of 547 
people have had broadcas-
ting contracts terminated.

It said a well-known pla-
tform, Huajiao, was pu-
nished for broadcasting 
a live show earlier this 
month in which the host 
falsely claimed she was in 
Beijing’s Forbidden City 
after closing time. The 
show was actually made in 
a studio.

Live broadcasting websi-
tes and mobile apps have 
offered money-making 

opportunities to studen-
ts and others who chat, 
play games, dance or offer 
other entertainment onli-
ne. The audience at home 
can pay them via virtual 
gifts, and the hosting pla-
tforms take a cut.

Authorities have in the 
past handed down penal-
ties to platforms, saying 

they have been found 
broadcasting pornogra-
phic and other objectio-
nable content. They are 
increasingly bringing out 
rules for the industry, 
including requiring pla-
tforms to obtain govern-
ment licenses and hosts 
to register with their real 
names. AP

2016. But data from the 
National Bureau of Sta-
tistics shows coal is re-
bounding this year with 
production up 9.9 per-
cent in April versus a 
year earlier.

The Beizao mine pro-
duced coal from under-
ground and underwater 
areas near the coastal 
city of Longkou, accor-
ding to the official Xi-
nhua news agency.

The closure is part of 
a government effort to 
phase out less producti-
ve mines, said Li Gong-
jian, the mine’s mana-
ger. Sea mining costs 
three times more than 
mining on land, accor-
ding to Xinhua.

Japan, Britain and Ca-
nada also have operated 
undersea coal mines.

Johnson Lai & 
Christopher Bodeen, Taipei

In a first for Asia, Taiwan’s 
Constitutional Court ruled in 

favor of same-sex marriage yes-
terday, punctuating a years-long 
campaign by advocates for gay 
rights in one of the continent’s 
most liberal democracies.

In its majority opinion, the 
court said a provision in the cur-
rent civil code barring same-sex 
marriages stood in violation of 
two articles of the constitution 
safeguarding human dignity 
and equality under the law.

Authorities must now either 
enact or amend relevant laws 
within two years, failing which 
same-sex couples could have 
their marriages recognized by 
submitting a written document, 
the court said.

The ruling was greeted with 
rapturous applause outside 
the legislature not far from the 
court in the center of the capi-
tal, Taipei, where hundreds had 
gathered with rainbow flags and 
noisemakers emblazoned with 
slogans in favor of gay marriage.

“People like me in the posi-
tion of being in same-sex rela-
tionship with children, we need 
this law even earlier, even fas-
ter,” said Jay Lin, a father of two 
and the founder and director of 
the Taiwan International Queer 
Film Festival.

“And so everybody here and 

Same-sex marriage supporters wave rainbow Taiwan flags after the Constitutional Court ruled in favor of same-sex marriage 
outside the Legislative Yuan in Taipei, yesterday

Taiwan becomes first in Asia to 
recognize same-sex marriage

everybody who [is] supporting 
this law in Taiwan and throu-
ghout the world, all be rooting 
for us. And we will be giving a 
lot of pressure to the legislators 
to pass this law once and for all,” 
Lin said.

Jamie, who has been in a re-
lationship with his partner for 
22 years, said the ruling was a 
milestone for Taiwanese society.

“I am so touched. Finally we’ve 
reached this moment. This re-
presents Taiwan’s human righ-
ts. This is a step forward in hu-
man rights,” said the 60-year- 

old retiree, who asked that only 
his first name be used.

A bill to enforce the ruling is 
already working its way throu-
gh the legislature, where both 
the ruling and major opposi-
tion parties support legalization 
of same-sex marriage. Surveys 
show a majority of the public is 
also in favor, as is President Tsai 
Ing-wen, Taiwan’s first female 
leader.

Gays and lesbians in Taiwan 
have formed an effective lobby 
in recent years, with an annual 
Gay Pride march drawing tens 

of thousands. While some con-
servative religious and social 
groups have mobilized against 
same-sex marriage, their in-
fluence is much less potent than 
in the United States and many 
other parts of the world.

“The need, capability, willing-
ness and longing, in both physi-
cal and psychological senses, for 
creating such permanent unions 
of intimate and exclusive nature 
are equally essential to homose-
xuals and heterosexuals, given 
the importance of the freedom 
of marriage to the sound deve-

lopment of personality and safe-
guarding of human dignity,” the 
court said in its ruling.

Two of the court’s 15 justices fi-
led dissenting opinions and one 
recused himself in the case.

Despite the spread of same-sex 
marriage in a few regions since 
2001, gay and lesbian couples 
had been allowed to marry in 
only 22 of the world’s nearly 200 
countries. In Asia, Taiwan is the 
first government to legalize such 
unions, while South Africa is the 
only country in Africa to allow 
them. More than 70 countries 
continue to criminalize homose-
xual activity.

Globally, the pace of civil rights 
victories has slowed against the 
background of a steady stream 
of reports of anti-gay violence 
and persecution.

Recent weeks have witnes-
sed large-scale detentions of 
gay men in Nigeria and Ban-
gladesh, and accounts of rou-
ndups and torture of scores 
of gays in Chechnya. In Indo-
nesia, a major police raid on 
a gay sauna was followed two 
days later by the public caning 
of two gay men. AP
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Jim Gomez, Teresa Cerojano

Islamic State group- 
linked militants swept 
through a southern  Phi-
lippine  city, beheading a 

police chief, burning buildings, 
seizing a Catholic priest and 
his worshippers and raising 
the black flag of IS, authorities 
said yesterday. President Rodri-
go Duterte, who had declared 
martial law across the southern 
third of the nation, warned he 
may expand it nationwide.

At least 21 people have died 
in the fighting, officials said. As 
details of the attack in Marawi 
city emerged, fears mounted 
that the largest Roman Catholic 
nation in Asia could be falling 
into a growing list of countries 
grappling with the spread of in-
fluence from the Islamic State 
group in Syria and Iraq.

The violence erupted Tuesday 
after the army raided the hideout 
of Isnilon Hapilon, a comman-
der of the Abu Sayyaf militant 
group who has pledged allegian-
ce to IS. He is on Washington’s 
list of most-wanted terrorists 
with a USD5 million reward for 
information leading to his cap-
ture.

The militants called for rein-
forcements and around 100 
gunmen entered Marawi, a 
mostly Muslim city of 200,000 
people on the southern island 
of Mindanao, Defense Secretary 
Delfin Lorenzana said.

“We are in a state of emergen-
cy,” Duterte said yesterday after 
he cut short a trip to Moscow 
and flew back to Manila. “I have 
a serious problem in Minda-
nao and the ISIS footprints are 
everywhere.”

He declared martial rule for 60 
days in the entire Mindanao re-
gion — home to 22 million peo-
ple — and vowed to be “harsh.”

“If I think that you should die, 
you will die,” he said. “If you fi-

Philippines | Mindanao under martial law

Islamic State-linked 
militants besiege city 
ght us, you will die. If there is 
open defiance, you will die. And 
if it means many people dying, 
so be it.”

But he said he would not allow 
abuses and that law-abiding citi-
zens had nothing to fear.

Duterte said a local police chief 
was stopped at a militant che-
ckpoint and beheaded, and ad-
ded that he may declare martial 
law nationwide if he believes the 
group has taken a foothold.

Marawi Bishop Edwin de la 
Pena said the militants forced 
their way into the Marawi Ca-
thedral and seized a Catholic 
priest, 10 worshippers and three 
church workers.

The priest, Father Chito, and 
the others had no role in the 
conflict, said Archbishop So-
crates Villegas, president of the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines.

“He was not a combatant. He 
was not bearing arms. He was a 
threat to none,” Villegas said of 
Chito. “His capture and that of 
his companions violates every 
norm of civilized conflict.”

Villegas said the gunmen are 
demanding the government re-
call its forces.

Military spokesman Col. Ed-
gard Arevalo said 13 militants 
had been killed, and that five 
soldiers had died and 31 others 
were wounded. Other officials 
said a security guard and two 
policemen were also killed, in-
cluding the beheaded police 
chief.

Arevalo said troops had clea-

red militants from a hospital, 
the city hall and Mindanao State 
University. About 120 civilians 
were rescued from the hospital, 
the military said.

Thousands of people have fled 
the city, said Myrna Jo Henry, an 
emergency response official. She 
quoted another official as saying 
Marawi was like “a ghost town.”

Broadcaster ABS-CBN showed 
people crammed inside and on 
top of public vehicles leaving the 
area, and some walking on foot 
with their belongings as they 
passed through a security che-
ckpoint manned by soldiers.

Martial law allows Duterte to 
use the armed forces to carry out 
arrests, searches and detentions 

more rapidly. He has repeatedly 
threatened to place the south, the 
scene of decades-long Muslim 
separatist uprisings, under mar-
tial law. But human rights groups 
have expressed fears that martial 
law powers could further embol-
den Duterte, whom they have 
accused of allowing extrajudicial 
killings of thousands of people in 
his crackdown on illegal drugs.

Hapilon, an Arabic-speaking 
Islamic preacher known for his 
expertise in commando assaul-
ts, pledged allegiance to the Is-
lamic State group in 2014. He is 
a commander of the Abu Sayyaf 
militant group and was wounded 
by a military airstrike in January.

Troops sealed off major entry 
and exit points to prevent Hapi-
lon from escaping, military chief 
of staff Gen. Eduardo Ano told 
The Associated Press late Tues-
day.

“We will conduct house-to-hou-
se clearing and do everything to 
remove the threat there. We can 

do that easily,” Ano said, but ad-
ded it was more difficult in an ur-
ban setting because of the need 
to avoid civilian casualties.

He said the group erected Is-
lamic State flags at several loca-
tions.

Provincial Vice Gov. Mamintal 
Adiong said late yesterday that 
more troops had arrived in the 
city, which was dark because 80 
percent was without electrical 
power. “Hopefully, the military 
will be able to control the situa-
tion in Marawi city by tomor-
row,” he said.

Duterte met late Tuesday with 
Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and said he is counting on 
Russia to supply weapons for 
the Philippines to fight terrorism.

“Of course, our country needs 
modern weapons, we had orders 
in the United States, but now 
the situation there is not very 
smooth and in order to fight the 
Islamic State, with their units 
and factions, we need modern 
weapons,” he said, according to 
Russian state news agency Tass.

While pursuing peace talks with 
two large Muslim rebel groups in 
the south, Duterte has ordered 
the military to destroy smaller 
extremist groups which have 
tried to align with the Islamic 
State group.

At least one of those smaller 
groups, the Maute, was invol-
ved in the Marawi siege. It’s one 
of less than a dozen new armed 
Muslim groups that have pled-
ged allegiance to the Islamic Sta-
te and formed a loose alliance, 
with Hapilon reportedly desig-
nated as the alliance’s leader.

Last month, troops backed by 
airstrikes killed dozens of Mau-
te militants and captured their 
jungle camp near Lanao del Sur’s 
Piagapo town. Troops found ho-
memade bombs, grenades, com-
bat uniforms and passports of 
suspected Indonesian militants 
in the camp, the military said. AP

Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul

A South Korean mili-
tary court on yester-

day sentenced an army 
captain to a suspended 
prison term for having 
sex with a fellow male 
soldier in a ruling hu-
man rights groups criti-
cized as regressive and 
intimidating.

A lawyer for the cap-
tain said her client was 
being punished for ha-
ving consensual sex 
with his partner in a 
private space. She said 
the captain was briefly 
treated at a hospital for 
shock following his con-
viction.

“It’s a ridiculous ru-

South Korea

Military court convicts soldier over gay sex

ling,” said lawyer Kim 
In-sook. She said the 
military penal code, 
which makes homose-
xual activity punishab-
le by up to two years in 
prison, was unconstitu-
tional because it tram-

ples on basic human ri-
ghts and dignity.

South Korea’s mili-
tary, which doesn’t re-
veal how often it pur-
sues cases against sol-
diers suspected of being 
gay, didn’t immediately 

make a statement.
Kim said it’s unclear 

whether her client wou-
ld appeal his six mon-
th prison sentence that 
was suspended by a year 
because he felt tormen-
ted by the legal process. 
He will be dishonorably 
discharged if the ruling 
stays.

The captain was ar-
rested last month amid 
allegations by a watch-
dog that South Korea’s 
military was hunting 
down and prosecuting 
gay servicemen. South 
Korea’s army has de-
nied such claims, saying 
it was conducting a cri-
minal investigation of 
soldiers who posted a 

video on the internet 
of two male soldiers 
having sex earlier this 
year.

Lim Tae-hoon, who 
heads the Military Hu-
man Rights Center for 
Korea, which complai-
ned about the crack-
down, said in an earlier 
interview with The As-
sociated Press that nei-
ther the captain nor his 
partner had anything 
to do with the soldiers 
involved with the video 
leak.

According to Lim, mi-
litary investigators used 
the information gained 
from their inquiry into 
the video case to track 
down other gay soldiers. 

Investigators threate-
ned soldiers to out their 
gay peers, confiscated 
cellphones to check 
communication records, 
and even used dating 
apps to dupe soldiers 
into revealing their se-
xual identity, Lim said.

Lim’s group released 
a statement denoun-
cing yesterday’s ruling, 
saying that it “turned 
the clock of history ba-
ckward.”

“Sexual minorities who 
are always living in dan-
ger of being outed by 
others now must live 
in fear that they could 
be tracked down at any 
time and interrogated 
over their private lives,” 
the group said.

Roseann Rife, East 
Asia research sirector at 
Amnesty International, 
called for the “unjust 
conviction” to be imme-
diately overturned. AP

Residents cross a bridge to flee following the siege by Muslim militants

 Thousands 
of people have 
fled the city
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South Korean army’s K-55 self-propelled howitzer fires during the annual exercise in Paju, near the border with North Korea, 
this week

Chinese Ambassador to the United Nations Liu Jieyi 

South Korea’s military said 
yesterday an unidentified 

object that flew across the bor-
der from rival North Korea and 
prompted the South to respond 
with warning shots on Tuesday 
was probably a balloon carrying 
Pyongyang’s propaganda leafle-
ts.

An official from the Defense 
Ministry said yesterday that 
the military concluded that the 
object was most likely a balloon 
after analyzing information 
from radar and observation 
equipment. The official didn’t 
want to be named, citing office 
rules.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff in a statement said the 
military broadcast a warning to 
North Korea in response to the 
object before firing the warning 
shots, and also that the military 
bolstered its air surveillance.

South Korea’s Yonhap news 
agency, without citing a source, 
reported that the South fired 
about 90 machine gun rounds 
into the air and toward North 
Korea. Local media had spe-
culated the object was a North 
Korean military drone. North 
Korea often uses balloons to 

fly propaganda leaflets to the 
South.

There was no immediate com-
ment in North Korea’s state-run 
media, and no reports that the 
North had returned fire.

On Monday, North Korea said 
it is ready to start mass-produ-
cing a new medium-range mis-
sile after a weekend test-launch 
confirmed its combat readiness.

It called the missile, capable 

of reaching Japan and major 
U.S. military bases there, an 
“answer” to U.S. President Do-
nald Trump’s policies.

The solid-fuel Pukguksong-2 
missile flew about 500 kilome-

ters and reached a height of 560 
kilometers on Sunday before 
plunging into the Pacific Ocean. 
North Korea’s media said more 
missiles will be launched in the 
future.

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un ordered the launch and wa-
tched from an observation post, 
state media reported. The Korea 
Central News Agency said the 
test verified technical aspects of 
the weapon system and exami-
ned its “adaptability under va-
rious battle conditions” before 
it is deployed to military units.

Kim reportedly said the lau-
nch was a success, “approved 
the deployment of this weapon 
system for action” and said that 
it should “be rapidly mass-pro-
duced.”

The Koreas face off across the 
world’s most heavily armed 
border, and their militaries oc-
casionally clash. North Korea 
is also building nuclear-tipped 
missiles and has greeted new 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, who wants to reach out 
to the North, with two missile 
test-launches, part of a flurry of 
tests since leader Kim Jong Un 
took over in late 2011.

In 2014, soldiers exchanged 
machine gun and rifle fire after 
South Korean activists released 
anti-North Korean propaganda 
balloons across the Demilita-
rized Zone, but no casualties 
were reported.

In January 2016, South Korea’s 
military fired warning shots af-
ter a North Korean drone briefly 
crossed the border. MDT/AP

Edith M. Lederer, 
United Nations

China’s U.N. ambas-
sador said that multi-

ple North Korean nuclear 
and ballistic missile tests, 
with no end in sight, show 
the “very strong” need for 
new talks with Pyongyang 
to reduce tensions and try 
to achieve denucleariza-
tion.

Liu Jieyi, whose country 
is closest to North Korea, 
said all progress with Nor-
th Korea on eliminating 
nuclear weapons from 
the Korean peninsula has 
come through dialogue, 
“so there’s no reason why 
dialogue is not taking pla-
ce in the current situa-
tion.”

Liu spoke to reporters 
after emergency Securi-
ty Council consultations 
behind closed doors on the 
North’s latest missile test.

The United States, Bri-
tain and France have been 
pushing for a new U.N. 
resolution with tougher 
sanctions against North 
Korea.

But Liu said China “first 
and foremost” wants to 
see the six sanctions re-
solutions against North 
Korea already adopted by 
the council fully imple-
mented.

“Meanwhile, we shou-
ld also work to reduce 
tension, to de-escalate 
and also to try to achieve 
denuclearization throu-
gh dialogue by political 
and diplomatic means,” 
he said. “Dialogue shou-
ld take place because we 
can only resolve the issue 
through dialogue.”

The Security Council this 
week strongly condemned 
North Korea’s “flagrant 
and provocative defiance” 
of U.N. sanctions banning 

ballistic missile tests and 
again vowed “to closely 
monitor the situation and 
take further significant 
measures including sanc-
tions.”

It also welcomed efforts 
by council members and 
others to facilitate “a pea-
ceful and comprehensive 
solution through dialo-
gue” with North Korea.

Last Friday, North Ko-
rea’s deputy U.N. ambas-
sador Kim In Ryong told 
U.N. correspondents that 
the government will rapi-
dly strengthen its nuclear 
strike capability as long as 
the United States main-
tains its “hostile policy” 
toward the country.

He said that if the 
Trump administration 
wants peace on the Ko-
rean Peninsula it shou-
ld replace the Armistice 
Agreement that ended the 
1950-53 Korean War with 

a peace accord and halt its 
anti-North Korea policy, 
“the root cause of all pro-
blems.”

The Trump administra-
tion has said there shou-
ld be no talks until North 
Korea takes steps toward 
getting rid of its nuclear 
arsenal.

During yesterday’s Se-
curity Council meeting, 
members were briefed by 
U.N. political chief Jef-
frey Feltman, mainly on 
technical aspects of the 
weekend launch.

Uruguay’s U.N. Ambas-
sador Elbio Rosselli, the 
current council presi-
dent, said it was the 11th 
this year “which basically 
means a quantum leap 
and determined effort to 
acquire aggressive capa-
bilities, and that is of ma-
jor concern.”

Japan’s U.N. Ambas-
sador Koro Bessho told 

reporters afterward that 
“North Korea is acting in 
triumphant and embolde-
ned manner by this most 
recent launch, and is now 
clearly demonstrating 
that it is determined to 
further bolster its nuclear 
build-up.”

Calling the provoca-
tions “an enormous glo-
bal threat,” he said “the 
international community 
must not leave this total 
defiance of the Security 

Council unanswered.”
Bessho said Japan hopes 

the council will “streng-
then the measures and 
strengthen the sanctions 
mechanism.”

He said Japan is talking 
to the U.S., South Korea, 
and close neighbors Rus-
sia and China to make 
sure pressure on the Nor-
th is continued “and even 
strengthened so that Nor-
th Korea will change its 
policy.” AP

Koreas tension

Seoul says North object that 
drew fire was likely balloon

United Nations

Chinese ambassador calls for new 
talks with North Korea on nukes
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Jill Lawless & 
Gregory Katz, Manchester

British police and inte-
lligence agencies arrested 

three more suspects yesterday in 
connection with the Manchester 
suicide bombing and moved qui-
ckly to secure key sites across the 
country, including Buckingham 
Palace and the British Parlia-
ment at Westminster.

Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
said the bomber, identified as 
British-born Libyan Salman Abe-
di, “likely” did not act alone when 
he killed 22 people and wounded 
dozens at an Ariana Grande con-
cert Monday night in Manches-
ter. She said he had been known 
to security forces “up to a point.”

Officials are examining Abedi’s 
trips to Libya as they piece toge-
ther his allegiances and try to foil 
any new potential threats.

Police said three men were ar-
rested yesterday in south Man-
chester, where a day earlier a 
23-year-old man was also arres-
ted and a number of homes were 
searched.

Britain raised its threat level 
from terrorism to “critical” af-
ter an emergency government 
meeting late Tuesday amid con-
cerns that the 22-year-old Abedi 
may have accomplices who are 
planning another attack. British 
soldiers have been deployed in 
place of police officers to guard 
high-profile sites such as Buckin-
gham Palace and Parliament.

The changing of the guard ce-
remony at Buckingham Palace 
was canceled yesterday so police 
officers can be re-deployed, Bri-
tain’s defense ministry said. The 
traditional ceremony is a major 
tourist attraction in London.

The Palace of Westminster, 
which houses the British Parlia-
ment in London, was also closed 
yesterday to all those without 
passes, and tours and events the-
re were cancelled until further 
notice. Armed police were also 
seen on patrol outside St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London, another 
popular tourist spot.

Officials said 984 soldiers were 
deployed in London and in other 
locations.

Suicide bomber Abedi was born 
in Britain to a Libyan family, 
grew up in Manchester’s sou-
thern suburbs and attended local 
Salford University for a time.

Police on Tuesday raided his 
house, using a controlled ex-
plosion to blast down the door. 
Neighbors recalled him as a tall, 
thin young man who often wore 
traditional Islamic dress and did 
not talk much.

British Prime Minister Theresa 
May chaired a meeting yester-
day of her emergency security 

The names of the 22 vic-
tims killed by a suicide 

bomber at a Manchester con-
cert on Monday night have not 
been officially released, but 
here what’s known about them 
so far:

Teenager Olivia Camp- 
bell-Hardy, who went to a 
school near Manchester, was 
at the Ariana Grande concert in 
Manchester with a friend.

Tottington High School in the 
town of Bury said the school 
community was “absolutely de-
vastated and heartbroken” at 
the news yesterday that Olivia 
was killed in the blast.

The school said Olivia, repor-
tedly 15, had been with a friend 
who has since undergone sur-
gery to treat injuries sustained 
in the explosion.

Her mother, Charlotte Cam-
pbell, who had been appealing 
online for news of Olivia, wro-
te in Facebook post yester-
day: “RIP my darling precious 
gorgeous girl Olivia Campbell 
taken far far too soon, go sing 

UK | Terrorism

Three more arrests in Manchester; 
London tourist sites protected

Undated photo of Saffie Roussos, 8, the 
youngest victim of the terror attack

with the angels and keep smi-
ling mummy loves you so 
much.”

A Polish couple who had 
come to collect their daughters 
from the concert in Manchester 
are among the dead, Poland’s 
foreign minister said yesterday.

Witold Waszczykowski said 
the daughters — one a minor, 
one adult— were unharmed. 
He did not give the couple’s na-
mes but the daughter of Marcin 
and Angelika Klis has been pu-
blicly searching for her parents 
since the explosion.

A Facebook page “Remembe-
ring Marcin Klis” says he lived 
in the northern English city of 
York, worked for the York cars 
Taxi Service and came from the 
Polish town of Darlowo on the 
Baltic Sea.

In his latest entry from Mar-
ch 21, he shared a link from a 
protest in York against Uber 
car services. Entries from 2015 
show him vacationing with fa-
mily in Egypt.

Waszczykowski said another 
Polish citizen was wounded in 
the attack and had undergone 
surgery but “everything indica-
tes that he will live.”

Saffie Roussos, 8, is the you-
ngest victim identified so far.

In a statement, the head tea-
cher of the Tarleton Commu-
nity Primary School that she 
attended in the village of Tarle-
ton, Lancashire, described her 
as “simply a beautiful little girl 
in every aspect of the word. She 
was loved by everyone and her 
warmth and kindness will be 
remembered fondly. Saffie was 
quiet and unassuming with a 
creative flair.”

The head teacher, Chris Up-
ton, said her death was “a tre-
mendous shock to all of us.”

“The thought that anyo-
ne could go out to a concert 
and not come home is hear-
tbreaking,” he said.

The schoolgirl had been at 
the concert with her mother, 
Lisa Roussos, and sister, Ash-
lee Bromwich, in her 20s, 
from Leyland, Lancashire. 
They are both now in separate 
hospitals being treated for in-
juries, friends said.

Georgina Callander, a 
student, was a mega fan of 
Ariana Grande, with a picture 
of the two circulating on social 
media as her name emerged 
as the first confirmed victim.

Peter Rawlinson, deputy of 
the Bishop Rawstorne Church 
of England Academy in Cros-
ton, northwest of Manchester, 
where Callander was a former 
pupil, told The Associated 
Press that her family had con-
firmed the death.

Rawlinson says Callander 
“was academically a very 
gifted student, very hard- 
working. Just lovely to speak 
to.”

The school posted a photo 
of Georgina on its website, 
smiling and look smart in her 
school uniform. It said she 
died of wounds from the at-
tack and described her as “a 
lovely young student who was 
very popular with her peers 
and the staff.”

Runshaw College in Leyland, 
Lancashire said Callander ex-
pressed “enormous sadness” 
at her death, saying she was 
on the second year of her heal-
th and social care course. AP

Victim names not released yet, 
most were identified at hospitals

cabinet group to talk about in-
telligence reports on Abedi and 
concerns that he might have had 
outside support.

Police also raided and searched 
a property elsewhere in Man-
chester where Abedi’s brother 
Ismail is thought to have lived.

Officials are probing how often 
Abedi had traveled to Libya, whi-
ch has seen an eruption of armed 
Islamist groups since dictator 
Moammar Gadhafi was over-
thrown and killed in 2011.

France’s interior minister said 
Abedi is believed to have traveled 
to Syria and had “proven” links 
with the Islamic State group.

Minister Gerard Collomb said 
on BFM television that British 
and French intelligence have in-
formation that Abedi had been 
to Syria. He did not elaborate but 
said it’s unclear whether Abedi 
was part of a larger network of 
attackers.

British officials have not com-
mented on whether Abedi had 
links to IS or other extremist 
groups.

Rudd said Britain’s increased 
official threat level will remain 
at “critical” as the investigation 
proceeds and won’t be lowered 
until security services are con-
vinced there is no active plot in 
place.

She also complained about U.S. 
officials leaking sensitive infor-
mation about Abedi to the press. 
Rudd said Britain’s operational 
security could be harmed by the 
leaks, taking “the element of sur-
prise” away from security servi-
ces and police.

“I have been very clear with our 
friends that that should not ha-
ppen again,” she said.

In addition to those killed in the 
concert attack, Manchester offi-
cials raised to 119 the number of 
people who sought medical treat-
ment after the attack, including 
those who traveled to hospitals 
on their own.

Sixty-four people are still hospi-
talized, Jon Rouse of the Greater 
Manchester Health and Social 
Care Partnership said. Officials 
say 20 of them are being treated 
for critical injuries.

Many of those still hospitalized 
had serious wounds that will re-
quire “very long term care and 
support in terms of their reco-
very,” Rouse said.

Soldiers were replacing armed 
police yesterday at sites like Bu-
ckingham Palace, 10 Downing 
Street and Parliament. London 
Police Commander Jane Con-
nors said the goal is to “make our 
city as hostile an environment as 
possible for terrorists to plan and 
operate.”

She said armed police patrols 
had been increased and will be 
ready to respond quickly to any 
incidents.

Collomb, who spoke with May 
after the attack, said the two 
countries should continue coo-
perating closely on counterter-
rorism efforts despite Britain’s 
pending exit from the 28-nation 
European Union. AP

macau tourism crisis issues travel alert 
GIVEN THE recent security 
situation in the United Kingdom, 
the Macau Tourism Crisis Man-
agement Office (GGCT) has issued 
Level 1 Travel Alert. The GGCT 
issued a statement alerting resi-

dents who intend to travel to or 
those already in the United King-
dom to be aware and follow closely 
the development of the situation 
that might affect their personal 
safety there.
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Jonathan Lemire, Nicole Winfield, 
& Julie Pace, Vatican City

President Donald 
Trump and Pope Fran-
cis, two leaders with 
contrasting styles and 

differing worldviews, met at the 
Vatican yesterday, setting aside 
their previous clashes to broa-
dcast a tone of peace for an au-
dience around the globe.

Trump, midway through a 
grueling nine-day, maiden 
international journey, called 
upon the pontiff in a private, 
30-minute meeting laden with 
religious symbolism and an-
cient protocol. The president, 
accompanied by his wife and 
several aides, arrived at the 
Vatican just after 8 a.m. local 
time. The president greeted 
Francis in Sala del Tronetto, 
the room of the little throne, 
on the second floor of Apostolic 
Palace.

Upon completing their mee-
ting, the pope gave the presi-
dent a medal featuring an oli-
ve branch, a symbol of peace, 
among other gifts.

“We can use peace,” the presi-
dent responded.

The visit began with a hand-
shake after each man arrived, 
Trump in a lengthy motorcade, 
Francis in a Ford Focus. The 
president was heard thanking 
the pope and saying it was “a 
great honor” to be there. They 
posed for photographs and 
then sat down at the papal 
desk, the pope unsmiling, as 
their private meeting began.

ap
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 The Vatican 
said later 
‘satisfaction 
was expressed’ 
at their ‘joint 
commitment in 
favor of life’

Vatican

Trump to Francis: ‘We can use peace’
It ended a half hour later when 

Francis rang the bell in his pri-
vate study. The pontiff was 
then introduced to members of 
Trump’s delegation, including 
his wife Melania, his daughter 
Ivanka and son-in-law Jared 
Kushner, as well as aides Hope 
Hicks and Dan Scavino.

Smiling for the staff, Francis 
had a light moment with the 
first lady, asking via translator, 
“What do you give him to eat, 
potizza?” referring to a favorite 
papal dessert from her native 
Slovenia.

The first lady laughed and said 
“Yes.” She and Ivanka covered 
their heads in a sign of papal 
respect, a gesture they did not 
partake in Saudi Arabia.

As is tradition, the pope and 
president exchanged gifts. 
Trump presented the pontiff 
with a custom-bound, first- 
edition set of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s works, an engraved 
stone from the King memorial 
in Washington and a bronze 
sculpture of a flowering lotus 
titled “Rising Above.”

“I think you’ll enjoy them. I 
hope you do,” Trump said.

The pope presented Trump 
with the medal, a message of 
peace and three bound papal 
documents that to some degree 
define his papacy and priori-
ties, including the family and 
the environment. The pope told 
Trump he signed the message 
“personally for you.” Trump 
said he would read the books.

When Trump departed, he 
told the pope: “Thank you, I 

won’t forget what you said.”
Later, as he met with Italian 

Prime Minister Paolo Genti-
loni, Trump said of the pope: 
“He is something.”

“We had a fantastic meeting,” 
the president said. “It was an 
honor to be with the pope.”

A statement released by the 
Vatican later said “satisfaction 
was expressed” at their “joint 
commitment in favor of life” 
and that there was hoped-for 
collaboration on health care 
and assistance to immigran-
ts and protection of Christian 
communities in the Middle 
East.

In recent days, Francis and 
Trump have been in agree-
ment on a need for Muslim 
leaders to do more against ex-
tremists in their own commu-
nities. But there are few other 
areas where their views align.

The president’s prior anti-
Muslim rhetoric — including 
his musing that Islam “hates” 
the West — is the antithesis of 
what the pope has been prea-
ching about a need for dialo-
gue with Muslims. Francis also 

differs sharply with Trump on 
the need to combat climate 
change and economic inequa-
lity.

Trump’s predecessor, Barack 
Obama, had a private audien-
ce with Francis at the Vatican 
in 2014 that lasted 50 minutes. 
But the timing yesterday was 
tight as Francis had his weekly 
Wednesday general audience. 
The thousands of pilgrims on 
hand forced Trump’s motorca-
de to enter Vatican City from a 
side entrance rather than the 
grand entrance through St. 
Peter’s Square.

The meeting, which con-
cluded Trump’s tour of the 
world’s largest monotheis-
tic religions, comes after the 
president and pope collided 
head-on early last year, when 
Francis was sharply critical 
of Trump’s campaign pledge 
to build an impenetrable wall 
on the Mexican border and his 
declaration that the United 
States should turn away Mus-
lim immigrants and refugees.

“A person who thinks only 
about building walls, whe-
rever they may be, and not 
building bridges, is not Chris-
tian,” Francis said at the time. 
The pontiff has been a vocal 
advocate for aiding refugees, 
particularly those fleeing the 
violence in Syria, deeming it 
both a “moral imperative” and 
“Christian duty” to help.

Trump then called Francis 
“disgraceful” for doubting his 
faith.

Though both Trump and 

Francis are known for their 
unpredictability, papal visits 
with heads of state are care-
fully arranged bits of politi-
cal and religious theater that 
follow a specific program, with 
little room for deviation or 
unwanted surprises. Trump, 
the 13th president to visit the 
Vatican, was also given a tour 
of the Sistine Chapel.

Trump’s visit to the Eternal 
City follows two stops in the 
Middle East where he visited 
the cradles of Islam and Ju-
daism. In Saudi Arabia, he ad-
dressed dozens of Arab leaders 
and urged them to fight extre-
mists at home and isolate Iran, 
which he depicted as menace 
to the region. And in Israel, 
Trump reaffirmed his commit-
ment to strong ties with the na-
tion’s longtime ally and urged 
Israelis and the Palestinians to 
begin the process of reaching a 
peace deal. No details or time-
table have yet to be established 
for negotiations.

But while Trump received ex-
travagantly warm welcomes in 
Riyadh and Jerusalem, the re-
ception could grow much now 
that he’s reached Europe, site 
of widespread protests after 
his election. Climate change 
activists projected the words 
“Planet Earth First” on the 
massive dome of St. Peter’s 
Basilica at the Vatican Tues-
day night and protests are ex-
pected later in the week when 
Trump travels to Brussels for 
a NATO meeting and Sicily for 
a G-7 gathering. AP
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:35
01:10

TDM News (Repeated)			 
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
RTPi Live				 
Revenge Sr 2				  
Now Generation (Repeated)			 
Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated) 
Soap Opera				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report		
TDM Talk Show			 
Castle Sr6
Now Generation				  
TDM News				  
Europe League Highlights
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)	
RTPi Live	

cinema
cineteatro
25 May 

Alien: Covenant
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Ridley Scott
Starring: Michael Fassbender, Katherine Waterston   
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 122min

Get Out
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
Director: Jordan Peele
Starring: Daniel Kaluuya, Allison Williams, Bradley Whitford   
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 104min

Baywatch
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Seth Gordon
Starring:  Dwayne Johnson, Zac Efron, Alexandra 
Daddario  
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 116min

The Circle
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: James Ponsoldt
Starring: Tom Hanks, Emma Watson, John Boyega  
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 110min

Macau Tower
11 May - 29 May

Alien: Covenant
2:00, 4:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
Director: Ridley Scott
Starring: Michael Fassbender, Katherine Waterston   
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 122min

what’s ON ...

The Art of Zhang Daqian
Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
Until: August 5, 2017 
Venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

A Bonsai of My Dream — On the Path 
to the International Art Exhibition - La 
Biennale Di Venezia
Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
Until: December 12, 2017 
Venue: Macao Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

Macao Artist Society Youth Committee 
Member’s Exhibition 2017
Time: 11am-10pm 
Until: June 25, 2107 
Venue: Lakeside Gallery – S1 Room, Anim’ Arte 
Nam Van 
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

Monkey King
Time: 8pm daily (no performances on Thursdays)
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
Admission: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580  
Enquiries: (853) 2882 8818

AD LIB- Recent Works by Konstantin 
Bessmertny
Time: 10am-7pm (no admission after 6:30 pm, 
closed on Mondays)
Until: May 28, 2017 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
s/n, NAPE 
Admission: MOP5 (free on Sundays and public 
holidays)  
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

Thriller
Time: 8pm (Tuesdays to Friday)
           2pm & 8pm (Saturdays)
           2pm & 6pm (Sundays)
Until: September 3, 2017
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
Admission: MOP420, MOP520, MOP780, 
MOP1080, MOP1580  
Enquiries: (853) 2882 8818

this day in history

A Philadelphia meteorologist has a TV news anchor to thank for 
finding an earring that fell off during her live forecast.

In a video posted on Cecily Tynan’s social media accounts, 
she can be seen giving the details for Memorial Day weekend 
weather when her earring pops off.

Moments later, WPVI-TV anchor Jim Gardner walks behind her, 
hunched over, looking for the earring as he blocks the graphic for 
the seven-day forecast.

He finds the earring and hands it over to a laughing Tynan, 
who says the whole scene was her “favorite moment ever on 
Action News.”

It was a rare silly moment Gardner, who is celebrating 40 years 
anchoring the 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. broadcasts. He’s known for his 
serious, straightforward delivery.

 Offbeat
Oops! Missing earring halts 
Philadelphia TV weather forecast

Celtic has become the first British team to win the Euro-
pean Cup, beating favourites Internazionale Milan 2-1.

An estimated crowd of 70,000 crammed into the Portugue-
se National Stadium in Lisbon to witness the Glasgow side 
lift the greatest prize in club football.

Milan have been champions of Europe three times in the 
past four years and this was only their second defeat in con-
tinental competition in that time.

As the final whistle blew, euphoric Celtic fans poured onto 
the pitch to celebrate their team’s victory, many whooping 
with joy and waving banners.

The manager, Jock Stein, said: “There is not a prouder man 
on God’s Earth than me at this moment. Winning was im-
portant, but it was the way that we won that has filled me 
with satisfaction.

“We did it by playing football; pure, beautiful, inventive foo-
tball. There was not a negative thought in our heads.”

According to the Celtic players, Stein told his players to “go 
out and enjoy themselves” at the start of the match.

But it could all have turned out very differently. Within mi-
nutes of kick-off defender Jim Craig felled Renato Cappellini 
and Alessandro Mazolla netted the resulting penalty.

Milan held onto their early lead until half-time. But shortly 
after the break Celtic full-back Tommy Gemmel scored the 
equaliser

The goal gave Celtic the inspiration the players needed. 
They continued to attack the Italian goal until Gemmel again 
stormed up the left wing, passed back to Bobby Murdoch 
who sent a powerful shot towards the goal which was de-
flected into the net by Stevie Chalmers to give the Glasgow 
side a 2-1 lead.

The celebrations began immediately and although the Por-
tuguese police feared the crowd would get out of control, 
there was no hooliganism.

But the chaos inside the stadium meant that the Celtic 
players could not be presented with the trophy on the pitch.

Instead club captain Billy McNeill had to be ushered round 
the outside of the stadium under armed escort. He then clim-
bed the stairs to the presentation podium where he finally 
held the trophy aloft to enormous cheers from the crowd.

Jubilant fans danced in the streets of Glasgow after hea-
ring of their club’s 2-1 win .

The team is expected to fly into Abbotsinch Airport in Glas-
gow tomorrow night, from where they will drive to Celtic Park 
for a heros’ welcome from fans.

 
Courtesy BBC News

1967 Celtic win European Cup

In context
The Celtic victory is regarded as the greatest in the Scottish club’s history.
The 11 players became known as the Lisbon Lions - the first non-Latin side 
to win the European championships.
The team players were all born within a 30-mile radius of Glasgow.
They flew into Glasgow the following day and were transported by coach 
to Celtic Park where an estimated 50,000 people had packed into the 
grandstand and terraces to greet their heros.
Jock Stein was credited with creating the winning side. He had joined as 
manager in March 1965 and within weeks Celtic had won the Scottish 
Cup for the first time in 11 years - they had previously been beaten in four 
finals.
He led the team to many more triumphs - including a second European 
cup final four years later, but the team lost to Dutch side Feyenoord Rot-
terdam.
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Across: 1- Go by; 7- “... ___ the cows come home”; 10- Mediterranean juniper; 
14- Fame; 15- Terre Haute sch.; 16- ___-Day vitamins; 17- Momentarily; 18- Pitch; 
19- Apprehends; 20- Capital of Utah; 23- More peculiar; 26- Blink of an eye; 27- 
Oklahoma city; 28- Takes to court; 29- Bandleader Brown; 30- Slip; 31- Confer; 
33- Pie-mode link; 34- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 37- Mornings, for short; 38- Refusals; 
39- Unburden; 40- Yoko ___; 41- Fish eggs; 42- Ciao!; 43- Endless; 45- Pea holder; 
46- We’re number ___!; 47- British nobleman; 48- “Enigma Variations” composer; 
51- 401(k) relative; 52- European capital, in song; 53- Characteristic of journalism; 
56- Devil’s doing; 57- Lower limb; 58- Posterior; 62- Sign away; 63- Start of the 
16th century; 64- Prima ballerina; 65- Deuce topper; 66- DC bigwig; 67- Merited;
 
Down: 1- “___ tu” (Verdi aria); 2- Author Deighton; 3- Santa ___, Calif.; 4- Own; 5- 
Take an oath; 6- Business letter abbr.; 7- Names; 8- Sir ___ Newton was an English 
mathematician; 9- Hide in the shadows; 
10- Agree; 11- For want of ___...; 12- 
Sums owing; 13- Snap course; 21- African 
fly; 22- Online brokerage; 23- Movie 
award; 24- Cathedral; 25- Compact; 29- 
Christopher of “Back to the Future”; 30- 
Cream of the crop; 32- Not yet delivered; 
33- Places of contest; 34- Echolocation; 
35- Animal trap; 36- Esther of “Good 
Times”; 44- Nuclear-fission apparatus; 
45- Conference; 46- Source; 48- Bounce; 
49- Beau; 50- Steer; 51- ___ France; 52- 
Michelangelo masterpiece; 54- Charity; 
55- Family portrait?; 59- ___ Tin Tin; 60- 
Pub preference; 61- Blazed a trail; 

The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
om

Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

10
13
13
14
13

drizzle
drizzle/cloudy

clear
cloudy/clear

drizzle/cloudy

17
7
20
18
16
8
15
18
14
15
18
15
16
23
22
25

30
21
27
32
30
23
28
27
19
30
29
28
28
27
29
27

21
23
25
21
20

cloudy/clear
cloudy

clear/cloudy
clear

cloudy/clear
drizzle

overcast
overcast/cloudy

drizzle
cloudy
cloudy

cloudy/clear
cloudy/clear

moderate rain/cloudy
shower/cloudy

cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time to do some reading between 
the lines. A friend who’s an expert at 
this can help you detect the signs, 
and then it’s time to figure out how, 
exactly, you’re going to handle this 
potentially sticky situation. 

April 20-May 20
You need a respite from the break-neck 
pace of your life. Seek some downtime 
- you may even find yourself lost deep 
in thought. What you’re mulling over 
now may be puzzling, but the process 
is definitely productive.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You may feel as if you can’t quite 
put your finger on what’s holding 
you back, but look a little deeper 
and the source may become 
clear. You usually know what you 
want.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your most recent brainstorm 
absolutely deserves attention. 
But when it comes to acting and 
following through, you can get 
a little sidetracked. Set your 
priorities and make a schedule.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Allowing yourself a little latitude 
lets you do some of your best work - 
and not only when it comes to your 
career. Give your inner critic the day 
off. How about some freewheeling 
interpersonal exchanges?

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The idea is to get things expanding 
- your mind, your regular routine, 
your circle of friends. Doing just 
one thing different will have a 
very effective ripple effect. Invite 
someone unusual to lunch...

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re bringing even more of your 
patented intensity to every arena of 
your life, particularly in the realm of 
romance. Whatever you have going 
on now, you can expect things to 
heat up suddenly to a boil.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
The good karma you’ve been 
cultivating is about to come 
back around in a very nice way. 
Balancing what you want and 
need with selflessness is one of 
your specialties.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s all about keeping the cycle of good 
karma going, without regard to the 
benefits you’ll serendipitously enjoy. 
You’re always eager to help - your 
empathetic nature can lead to an 
interesting and fertile connection now.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It might not be the end of the week 
yet, but it’s definitely the end of 
the month - and isn’t that a great 
reason to celebrate? Sure it is. 
Especially for someone who’s had 
the kind of week you’ve had.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If you can bring yourself to buckle 
down to the existing tasks at hand, 
you can accomplish a great deal now. 
And afterward, one of those alluring 
detours will still be available. So 
strap yourself and go for a ride. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your glow is bound to attract 
all sorts of wonderful things 
and delicious people. In all 
the hubbub, make sure you 
keep your compassionate side 
engaged.

  Aquarius Pisces
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th Anniversary
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Vettel (left) and Hamilton 

Hamilton and Vettel’s friendly 
rivalry faces test in Monaco  
The chummy rivalry be-

tween Formula One cham-
pions Lewis Hamilton and Se-
bastian Vettel could be tested at 
this weekend’s Monaco Grand 
Prix, an unforgiving circuit whe-
re drivers are often pushed to 
the limit.

After five races, four-time F1 
champion Vettel is six points 
clear of three-time champion 
Hamilton. They have two wins 
each and are relishing what is, 
surprisingly, their first cham-
pionship tussle.

When Vettel was dominating 
for Red Bull, winning his titles 
from 2010-13, Hamilton lagged 
behind with McLaren. As Ha-
milton started dominating for 
Mercedes the following year, 
Vettel struggled with Red Bull. 
After switching to Ferrari in 
2015, the German driver failed 
to significantly challenge Ha-
milton or his former Mercedes 
teammate, Nico Rosberg.

“When he was in the Red Bull 
car, of course I wished my car 
was a little bit quicker so I could 
have given him a battle,” Hamil-
ton said yesterday. “He could 

say the same thing for the last 
few years.”

Although they share a total of 
99 F1 wins, this is the first year 
Hamilton and Vettel have really 
gone head-to-head on the tra-
ck. “You have to respect if other 
people do a good job,” Vettel 
said. “We’re very different. But I 
think we have a very strong con-
nection.”

The rivalry has been en-
thralling, and it is a relief for 
Hamilton to be challenging a 

driver he respects so much and, 
additionally, one from another 
team. For the past three years, 
Hamilton was embroiled in a 
tense fight with Rosberg and 
their thorny relationship caused 
friction within Mercedes.

An air of relief has swept throu-
gh Mercedes since Rosberg reti-
red after winning last year’s title. 
Not because he was unpopular, 
but because the team no longer 
has to deal with an ongoing saga 
that the media feasted on.

“This season I have re-disco-
vered why I love the sport,” said 
Toto Wolff, the head of Merce-
des motorsport. “We are in a 
massive fight with Ferrari.”

In other words, the fight has 
been taken outside of Mercedes 
itself. “There’s more passion 
and excitement being extracted 
from this team,” Hamilton said.  
However, an incident in Spain 
two weeks ago, where Hamilton 
won ahead of Vettel, showed 
cracks could start appearing in 
the smooth facade of their rela-
tionship. Vettel came perilou-
sly close to nudging Hamilton 
off the track as they fought for 
space heading into a turn. Ha-
milton had seemed somewhat 
irked by Vettel’s aggression — 
although it was exactly the kind 
of in-your-face driving Hamil-
ton revels in.

The psychology factor will, Ha-
milton said, eventually arrive. 
“It is definitely going to be a part 
of it, for both of us, seeing as it’s 
such a long year,” he said. “Just 
like it is in golf, over 18 holes.”

Hamilton insisted he is tough 
enough to withstand any pres-

sure Vettel puts on him.” I take 
a lot of pride in that I’m very 
strong mentally. It will be inte-
resting to see,” Hamilton said. 
“I don’t have any intention of 
playing psychological wars out-
side the car.”

With the F1 title shaping into a 
two-way race, neither can afford 
a slip.

That will increase the pressure 
on both in glitzy Monaco, where 
F1 lovers mingle with millionai-
res.

The smallest braking mistake 
on a tight and sinewy 3.4-km 
circuit through the winding 
streets of Monte Carlo, past its 
famed casino and around its gli-
ttering, yacht-laden harbor, can 
send a distracted driver into the 
barriers.

With overtaking notoriously 
difficult, pole position holds in-
creased value. That makes qua-
lifying crucial, where drivers ju-
ggle speed with not pushing the 
car too hard.

But one advantage for drivers 
this year is that the Pirelli tires 
are far more durable, increasing 
time on track and limiting pit 
stops.

Still, that advantage is offset 
by another factor: the size of the 
cars. F1 rule changes this year 
led to cars being made faster 
and wider. On a narrow track, 
this poses “a massive challenge” 
when pushing the car close to 
the limit, Hamilton said. AP
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Hulk scores one, 
sets up another 
as Shanghai 
SIPG wins 
Hulk scored one goal and helped 
create another yesterday as 
Shanghai SIPG came back to beat 
Jiangsu Suning 2-1 in the first 
leg of the second round of the 
Asian Champions League. The 
Brazilian, who joined Shanghai 
for about USD60 million in 2016, 
equalized from the penalty spot 
in the 32nd minute. He then 
sent in a cross from the right 
for Uzbekistan international 
Odil Ahmedov to head in from 
close range in first-half injury 
time. Roger Martinez had given 
Jiangsu the lead in the eighth 
minute after a defensive error. 
Also, Jeju United beat Urawa 
Reds 2-0 in South Korea. 
Brazilian striker Marcelo put Jeju 
ahead in the seventh minute and 
Jin Seong-wook added the other 
in injury time.

Messi loses 
Supreme Court 
appeal
Lionel Messi has lost his 
Supreme Court appeal over a tax-
fraud conviction in Spain. The 
court confirmed the 21-month 
prison sentence handed to Messi 
for defrauding tax authorities 
of 4.1 million euros (USD4.6 
million) from 2007-09. He is 
not expected to go to prison 
because sentences of less than 
two years for first offences are 
usually suspended in Spain. The 
court maintained the 2 million 
euro ($2.24 million) fine handed 
to the Argentina player in last 
year’s trial. Messi’s father, Jorge 
Horacio Messi, also had been 
convicted of tax fraud, but the 
court reduced his sentence from 
21 months to 15 months because 
he cooperated by returning 
the defrauded money to the 
tax authorities. He also is not 
expected to face prison time.

Olympic 
cyclists banned 
for doping 
A pair of Olympic cyclists from 
Russia and Azerbaijan have 
been banned for doping by the 
International Cycling Union. The 
UCI says Tatyana Antoshina of 
Russia was given a four-year ban 
after testing positive for GHRP-2, 
which increases growth hormone 
levels in the body. Antoshina has 
won various road races around 
the world and finished 12th in 
the time trial and 25th in the 
road race at the 2012 London 
Olympics. Maksym Averin of 
Azerbaijan was given a 15-month 
ban after testing positive in 
December for the banned 
substance meldonium. Averin is 
a sprinter who competed in the 
road race at last year’s Olympics 
in Rio de Janeiro, where he failed 
to finish.

Binaj Gurubacharya, Nepal  

Almost every year, 
the reports filter down 
from the highest 
mountain in the wor-

ld, and talk among the climbing 
teams at Everest Base Camp 
turns to the latest person to die.

On Everest, tragedy is almost 
normal. Ten people have died 
so far in a series of accidents 
this climbing season, four more 
than mountaineering officials 
expect in a typical year.

Yesterday, authorities said 
Sherpa rescuers found the bo-
dies of four climbers inside a 
tent at the highest camp on 
Everest, a few thousand feet 
from the summit. The rescuers 
were in the area to recover the 
body of a Slovak mountaineer 
who had died over the weekend.

“Some years there are more, 
and some years there are less, 
but deaths on the mountain are 
normal,” said Jiban Ghimire, 
who runs a prominent expedi-
tion company, Shangrila Nepal 
Trek. Most in the climbing wor-
ld know tragedy will touch them 
at some point. “It is the nature 
of work. We can’t say what will 
happen on the mountain,” he 
said.

“I have lost many good friends 
on the mountains, which is very 
difficult to deal with, but that is 
the reality of mountaineering,” 
Ghimire said.

The weather on Everest, alrea-
dy one of the most unforgiving 
places on Earth, was especially 
hard this year.

“This year it was colder, windy 
and snowed much more than in 
previous years,” said Ang Tshe-
ring, president of the Nepal 
Mountaineering Association. 
“Even now climbers are strug-
gling with weather.”

The worst years are even more 
deadly. In 2014, the year an ava-
lanche swept through Everest’s 
Khumbu icefall, there were 16 
deaths. In 2015, when an earth-
quake and subsequent avalan-
che struck during the climbing 
season, 19 people died.

The four bodies found in the 
tent were at Camp 4 at the Sou-

th Col, located at 8,000 me-
ters. That is the last stop before 
climbers make their final push 
for the 8,850-meter summit. 
Any recovery attempt would re-
quire many Sherpas who would 
have to bring the bodies down 
to Camp 2, where they can be 
winched into helicopters.

The identities of the four dead 
climbers found in the tent were 
still unknown, and other res-
cuers were heading there to 
learn more details.

Indian climber Ravi Ku-
mar, American doctor Roland 
Yearwood, Slovak climber Vla-
dimir Strba and Australian 
Francesco Enrico Marchetti 
died over the weekend, and two 
climbers died earlier. The clim-
bing season begins in March and 
runs through the end of May to 
take advantage of the best wea-
ther conditions on Everest.

Recent decades have brou-
ght improvements in climbing 
equipment, weather forecas-
ting and communications equi-
pment. That makes climbing 
safer — but also allows less-ex-
perienced climbers to attempt 
the Everest summit.

The Nepalese Tourism De-
partment issued a record 371 
permits this year to people to 
scale the mountain. The in-
creased number of climbers 
is likely because many people 
were unable to climb in 2014 
and 2015, when the deadly 
avalanches disrupted climbing 
seasons.

Climbers who had permits for 
the 2014 season were allowed to 
receive a free replacement per-
mit until 2019, while climbers 
with 2015 permits were given 
only until this year. The permi-
ts normally cost USD11,000. AP

With retired greats 
Steven Gerrard and 

Jamie Carragher in the li-
neup, Liverpool beat Sydney 
FC 3-0 yesterday in a frien-
dly match marked by tigh-
tened security following the 
attack in Manchester.

Daniel Sturridge, Alberto 
Moreno and Roberto Firmi-
no all scored in the first half 
of the match at the Olympic 
Stadium in Sydney, which 
drew a crowd of 72,892 spec-
tators.

Earlier yesterday, New 
South Wales police said it 
would enhance its presence 
at the stadium following the 
Manchester concert attack 
which killed 22 people. A mi-
nute’s silence was held befo-
re the match began.

“We have increased pa-
trols, only on the basis that 
the community feels safe,” 
police commissioner Mick 
Fuller said before the match, 
without mentioning police 
numbers. “There is no threat 

for tonight.”
Of the players who started 

Liverpool’s final Premier 
League game against Mid-
dlesbrough on Sunday, only 
three were in the starting 
lineup against Sydney, the 
A-League champions. They 
were Dejan Lovren, Firmino 
and Sturridge.

Also Included in the star-
ting lineup were the already- 
retired Gerrard and Carra-
gher.

Gerrard, who brought his 
Anfield career to an end in 
2015, and Carragher, who 
retired in 2013, traveled to 
Australia as part of a 25-man 
squad for the game whi-
ch marked the club’s 125th 
anniversary. AP

The tragedy of Everest’s normal: 
10 dead this season, so far 

Liverpool beats A-League 
champions 3-0 before 72,892 fans 

chelsea calls off victory parade 
PREMIER LEAGUE champion 
Chelsea has called off its victory 
parade because of the attack in 
Manchester. Chelsea says it would 

be inappropriate to hold a parade 
in London this weekend following 
Monday’s bombing at a concert in 
Manchester.

Liverpool FC, left, and Sydney FC pause for a minute’s silence 
before their friendly football match
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French president seeks to extend 
state of emergency

Emmanuel Macron is seeking to extend a state of 
emergency, in place since Islamic State attacks on 
France in 2015, following this week’s attack on a 
concert in Manchester,

Macron said that he will ask parliament to pro-
long the measure from July 15, its current expi-
ration date, until Nov. 1. It would be the sixth 
extension of the state of emergency, which gives 

police exceptional powers.
He made the decision after a security meeting yes-

terday in which top officials “studied the implica-
tions of this new terrorist attack on measures of pro-
tection to ensure the security of our compatriots.”

Macron also asked his government to prepare dra-
ft legislation to reinforce security measures perma-
nently beyond the state of emergency.
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Multicultural eating and 
family dinner

There is a Chinese saying 「民以食為天」
roughly translated as “Food is the first neces-
sity of the people”, that says Macao must be a 
heaven to many. In almost any populated nei-
ghborhood in Macao, it is not hard to find res-
taurants of different cuisines from all around 
the world. Not to mention we are one of the few 
places with our very own cooking technique of 
Macanese Cuisine, which is listed as intangib-
le cultural heritage.

It may not be surprising to find that many lo-
cal Chinese cannot distinguish between Ma-
canese food and Portuguese food, but a num-
ber of Macanese dishes are indistinguishable 
from Cantonese dishes as well. The more well- 
known dishes like Minchi (minced-beef) and 
Portuguese Chicken can easily be identified, 
but there are others which, for almost my who-
le life, I believed  were Chinese dishes.

Some of these, including a dish named Tama-
rindus – stewed pork in shrimp paste and sour 
plum sauce, bitter melon fried shrimp, lean 
port with beans, and turnip cake, are found in 
many family styled café-type restaurants whe-
re it is hard to distinguish what type of cuisine 
they serve. In Macau, we consider these Can-
tonese dishes, but I was told by someone from 
the Canton Province that they don’t have those 
dishes in restaurants in China. The same way 
my first Portuguese friends told me they had 
never heard of the dish “Portuguese Chicken” 
in Portugal. 

The more I tried to learn about our intangible 
cultural heritage, the more confused I beca-
me about differences between Macanese and 
Cantonese dishes. But one thing that seems 
to be common among the Macanese dishes is 
that they consist of a combination of food cul-
tures from around the world, including flavors 
like curry and turmeric, and cooking styles from 
places like Africa, India and Malaysia. I guess 
one of the reasons it is cultural heritage is its 
multicultural combination within each dish.

In my opinion, it is not merely the cooking 
skills and taste of the food that makes Maca-
nese dishes an important part of Macao cul-
ture. It is the cooking and sharing of the food. 
Macanese dishes, despite looking quite sim-
ple and unpretentious, are actually not easy 
to cook right, mostly because the recipes of 
these dishes are passed on from one gene-
ration to another. Even Macanese restaurants 
are mostly run in a family style, often serving 
their secret recipe to regular customers as if 
they were part of the extended family. 

This is quite similar to the Chinese culture in 
Macao. Aside from the similarity in the cooking 
of some of the dishes, they are often made in 
large portions and different varieties of food 
are served in a meal, strongly suggesting they 
are not made for one or two persons. So, at 
the center of both cultures, is the family dinner.

Once upon a time, it was considered un-
thinkable for young people not to go home 
for dinner. In fact, until a few years ago, I had 
students, both Chinese and Macanese, telling 
me they seldom go out for dinner because the 
whole family had to be home for dinner every 
day. That explains why some of the best of 
both cuisines are only served in family-style 
restaurants. 

That said, although Macao is a place of mul-
ticultural cuisine where we can easily find 
Japanese, Korean, Thai, Italian and French 
restaurants everywhere, these cuisines are 
more for special occasions and once-in-a-whi-
le gatherings. In the end, we tend to choose 
either mum’s cooking at home or a family- 
style small restaurant for regular meals. That 
also explains why exotic restaurants in Macao 
do not necessarily last, but the family-styled 
ones, where it is hard to tell if they are serving 
Macanese or Cantonese cuisine, survive in the 
long run.

Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

Pakistan A police 
spokesman says gunmen 
have abducted a Chinese 
couple who were teaching 
at a private language 
school in the country’s 
southwest. Shahzada 
Farhat says the incident 
took place yesterday when 
assailants ambushed the 
Chinese couple’s car in 
southwestern Baluchistan. 
He says no one has 
claimed responsibility and 
the motive behind the 
abduction is unclear.

NATO is not only rolling 
out the red carpet for 
President Donald Trump 
in Brussels today, the 
military alliance — which 
Trump once declared 
obsolete — has been busy 
repackaging its image and 
is ready to unveil a new 
headquarters worth more 
than 1 billion euros. NATO 
leaders will agree to join 
the 68-nation international 
coalition fighting IS, after 
Germany and France 
were no longer raising any 
objections.

Spain Former Barcelona 
president Sandro Rosell 
and his wife have been 
detained in connection 
with his businesses 
in Brazil, Spanish 
authorities said. The 
detentions were part 
of a money-laundering 
investigation related to 
buying television rights for 
past matches of Brazil’s 
national team.

Venezuela Electoral 
officials in Venezuela are 
scheduling long-delayed 
regional elections for 
December, amid months 
of protests in the country. 
Under the terms proposed 
by Maduro, a third of the 
assembly’s 540 members 
will be reserved for 
representatives selected 
by special constituencies 
and organizations such as 
workers and retirees.

Brazil Thousands of 
protesters called for 
Brazilian President Michel 
Temer’s ouster yesterday 
as he lost yet another key 
adviser amid a deepening 
political crisis.

Southeast Asian and 
Pacific governments will 

hold a summit in August to 
coordinate against the se-
curity threat posed by ho-
megrown Islamic militants 
returning from battlefields 
in Syria and Iraq, an Austra-
lian official said yesterday.

Attorney-General George 
Brandis said he would co- 
host the summit in the In-
donesian city of Manado in 
the last week of August that 
would also be attended by 
Malaysia, Philippines and 
New Zealand.

The other co-host is Wi-
ranto, Indonesia’s coordi-
nating minister for political, 
legal and security affairs 
who uses one name.

“The focus of the inaugural 
meeting of the regional mi-
nisters summit on counter-
terrorism will be [...] retur-
ning foreign fighters,” Bran-
dis told a Senate committee.

“It is the issue which is of 
greatest concern to heads of 
government and homeland 
security ministers in the re-
gion when it comes to coun-
terterrorism,” he added.

Hundreds of militants are 
returning to their homes in 
the Asia-Pacific region as 
Islamic State fighters lose 
ground in Syria and Iraq. 
Officials fear that they will 
continue plotting to kill at 
home.

Brandis said security of-
ficials as well as political 
leaders would attend the 
summit to help build ope-
rational cooperation in the 
region.

Indonesia has hosted 
counterterrorism summi-
ts in the past, including a 
meeting of 20 nations on 
the resort island of Bali in 
August last year.

Brandis, who is responsi-
ble for Australia’s main spy 
agency, flew to Washington 
in March for counterterro-
rism talks with senior offi-
cials in President Donald 
Trump’s administration, 
including FBI director Ja-
mes Comey, who was fired 
this month.

Critics argue that Trump’s 
disclosure to Russian diplo-

mats highly classified infor-
mation about Islamic State 
plotting collected by Israel 
threatened trust in U.S. in-
telligence sharing with its 
allies.

But Brandis said: “The clo-
seness of the relationship 
with our agencies cannot be 
overstated.”

“The change of adminis-
tration in the United States 
has made no difference at 
all to the intimacy and the 
readiness of the Ameri-
cans, in particular, to sha-
re through the Five Eyes 
community intelligence 
with Australia,” Brandis 
said, referring to the five-
nation intelligence-sharing 
network that also includes 
Britain, Canada and New 
Zealand. AP

Migrant crisis

Southeast Asian nations 
to coordinate against IS 
returnees

Indonesian police bomb squad check the area after an explosion in the Kampung Melayu area of Jakarta. 
Police say a suspected suicide bomb blast occurred last night near a bus terminal in Indonesia’s capital, killing 

a policeman and injuring four other officers. 
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