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matchmaking company 
expands

ireland facing 
challenges 

Matchmaking company My 
Champagne has around 2,000 
members in Hong Kong and 
100 in Macau

The Consul of Ireland to Hong 
Kong and Macau, Peter Ryan, 
was in town to talk about 
Brexit and its consequences  P3

sports 
bureau 
hints 
wtcc race 
confirmed  

Syria The Pentagon 
yesterday said it 
detected “active 
preparations” by 
Syria for a chemical 
weapons attack, giving 
weight to a White 
House statement hours 
earlier that the Syrian 
government would 
“pay a heavy price” if 
it carried out such an 
attack. President Bashar 
Assad’s government and 
Russia dismissed the 
White House allegation. 
More on p14

The PhiliPPineS 
has approved a bill 
decreeing that recitals 
of the country’s national 
anthem “must be done 
with fervor.” Violators 
of the new law can be 
issued with fines up to 
PHP100,000 (MOP16,000).

PaPua new Guinea 
voters are going to 
the polls in elections 
dominated by corruption 
allegations hanging over 
their prime minister and 
the South Pacific island 
nation’s deepening 
economic woes. Voting 
will continue until July 
8 through a complex 
exercise safeguarded by 
police and soldiers, where 
allegations of corruption 
and violence often mar 
elections.

MonGolia will hold its 
first runoff election for 
president next month after 
none of the candidates 
attained the necessary 
majority in Monday’s 
voting. Democratic Party 
candidate and former 
wrestler Khaltmaa Battulga 
was the top finisher, with 
38 percent of the vote. 
More on p12
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New Macau-Taipa link 
study by year-end 

Google hit with record USD2.7b 
fine by European Union  P7
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Suspicious fire in 
industrial building
 
A fire that occurred yesterday at the 
Edifice Industrial Fat Lei was found to 
have been deliberately lit, according 
to the Fire Service Bureau (CB).
The fire took place on the first floor 
of the building yesterday morning 
and triggered the fire alarm. People 
working at the scene extinguished 
the fire before the CB arrived. The CB 
found an area of about one square 
meter of paper and plastic boxes still 
on fire. A few cigarette butts were also 
found at the scene. CB has already 
forwarded the case to the Judiciary 
Police. 

5pct of Chinese-
Portuguese 
translators are 
non-local
Kou Peng Kuan, director of the 
Public Administration and Civil 
Service Bureau (SAFP), said that 
non-local Chinese-Portuguese 
translators represent 5 percent 
of the total number of translators 
working in Macau. This disclosure 
follows allegations that a mainland 
student, who graduated from the 
Macau Polytechnic Institute, was 
hired by the MSAR government 
as a translator through a “special 
recruitment channel.” Following 
this, the public have expressed their 
doubt concerning whether the MSAR 
government is providing enough 
opportunities for those who were 
locally trained to apply to become 
translators at public departments. 
Kou believes that all local graduates 
are capable of scoring favorably in the 
government’s open exams. However, 
he pointed out that fresh Chinese-
Portuguese translation graduates 
usually cannot meet the requirements 
imposed by governmental 
departments due to their lack of 
experience. 

First Macau bank 
to operate in 
Shanghai
Tai Fung Bank has recently established 
a branch in Shanghai, thus becoming 
the first Macau bank to operate in 
the province. The launching took 
place during the ceremony of Tai 
Fung Bank’s 75-year anniversary. 
The Secretary for Economy and 
Finance, Lionel Leong, said in his 
speech at the ceremony that the bank 
will certainly enhance the financial 
and economic cooperation between 
Shanghai and Macau. After opening its 
representative office in Hengqin and 
its branch in Guangzhou, Macau Luso 
International Banking Limited became 
the first Macau-based bank to operate 
in both Hengqin and Guangzhou. 

Julie Zhu

The government has con-
firmed that it will announ-

ce, by the end of this year, the 
commencement of a project 
plan regarding a fifth link con-
necting the Macau Peninsula 
and Taipa.

The information was disclo-
sed by lawmaker Ho Ion Sang 
after a Legislative Assembly 
(AL) Follow-up Committee on 
Land and Public Concession 
Affairs meeting in the presence 
of some government represen-
tatives, including the Secre-
tary for Transport and Public 
Works, Raimundo do Rosário. 

The government is conside-
ring building a fifth connec-
tion linking Macau New Urban 
Zone B, Zone C, and Zone D. 

Previously, the government 
had envisaged building a tun-
nel to solve the cross-sea trans-

portation problems. 
The aforementioned meeting 

focused on the construction 
progress of the five districts 
within the Macau New Urban 
Zone (newly reclaimed land). 

According to Ho, zone A re-
clamation, which covers 138 
hectares, will be completed wi-
thin this year. 

District C, which occupies 33 
hectares, will also be completed 
in 2017. 

Zone D’s construction period 
will start also in this year with 
the zone covering 53 hectares. 

Moreover, Ho revealed that 
public works departments are 
also conducting engineering 
projects to make the connec-
tion between the Macau Pe-
ninsula and the Macau port of 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge (HKZMB).

The government disclosed to 
the follow-up committee that 

the objective is to synchronize 
the HKZMB’s opening with the 
beginning of the connection be-
tween the Macau checkpoints 
of the HKZMB and the Macau 
peninsula. 

A two-way channel compri-
sing six lanes in total has been 
planned to connect the Orien-
tal Pearl to the central area of 
New Urban Zone A, and later to 

the HKZMB’s Macau section. 
It has been revealed that 

the government has planned 
28,000 public houses units for 
Zone A. Furthermore, Ho no-
ted that the authority is consi-
dering the possibility of initially 
building public houses in the 
northern area. Plans regarding 
this topic will be completed 
soon.

Judiciary departments, inclu-
ding Macau’s courts, are plan-
ned to be relocated to in front 
of the MGM resort and near the 
Governador Nobre de Carvalho 
bridge. In Zone B, two gardens 
will be created close to the judi-
ciary departments. 

The Customs and marine au-
thorities will be located in Zone 
E1 and they will have access to 
helicopter services.  

According to Ho, the gover-
nment has not disclosed the 
detailed number of public hou-
se units that it will build in the 
northern area of Zone A, but it 
made clear that only a part of 
the total 28,000 public house 
units will be built there. 

 

Gov’t to launch study for 
fifth Macau-Taipa link

TRAnSPORT 

DSAT confident vehicle 
growth rate below 3.5 percent

Project management company 
hired for 4th bridge
Ove Arup & Partners Hong Kong Limited 

has been hired by the government for ins-
pection, project management and pricing servi-
ces related to the construction of the fourth sea 
bridge between the Macau peninsula and the 
island of Taipa, according to an order from the 
Chief Executive.

The order, published in the Official Gazet-
te, authorizes the signing of the contract with 
the company in the amount of MOP188.375 
million (USD23.5 million), which will be paid in 
installments of between 11 million and MOP53 
million from 2017 to 2021.

Ove Arup & Partners Hong Kong Limited has 
been involved in several international projects, 
such as the Sydney Opera House, the Pompidou 
Centre in Paris and the Water Cube in Beijing.

In September 2016, the Macau government 
awarded CCCC Highway Consultants the pre-
liminary design of the fourth bridge for 75.19 
million patacas (US$9.4 million).

The Macau government has not yet pu-
blicly announced which company or con-
sortium will build the fourth sea bridge be-
tween the Macau peninsula and the island 
of Taipa. MDT/Macauhub

The director of the 
Transport Bureau 

(DSAT), Lam Hin San, 
believes that this year’s 
vehicle increase rate 
can remain below 3.5 
percent, according to a 
report by Macao Daily 
News.

Lam noted that regis-
trations for more than 
14,000 motor vehicles 
were canceled this year, 

a number which equaled 
the total number of vehi-
cle registrations cance-
led in 2016. 

Since the beginning 
of this year, the vehicle 
growth rate registered a 
negative 2 percent chan-
ge. 

According to the Sta-
tistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC), the total 
number of licensed 

vehicles in Macau in Ja-
nuary was 250,481. The 
number dropped conti-
nuously for three mon-
ths in February, March 
and April until the figu-
re stood at 244,094 in 
April.

Lam noted that 
parking meter fees had 
not changed for 30 
years, and that DSAT 
has implemented new 

fees in Freguesia da Sé; 
a process that occurred 
smoothly. Lam expres-
sed the belief that the 
public will accept the 
new fares gradually. 

He added that DSAT 
plans to implement new 
fares in other regions in 
October, and he believes 
that by next March all 
changes over parking 
meters will be comple-
ted. 

Finally, Lam noted 
that the adjustments are 
helpful to increase the 
turnover in the usage of 
the parking spots and 
thus people can easily 
find a parking spot. 
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Opportunities and challenges 
ahead for Ireland, consul says 

Matchmaking company expands to Macau

Peter Ryan (right) 

The manager of the company, Eunice Sim

Daniel Beitler

Economic opportu-
nities and unpreceden-
ted challenges face Ire-
land in the near future 

as the United Kingdom conti-
nues down the path of its sepa-
ration from the world’s largest 
single market, the European 
Union.

This was the prediction made 
by the Consul General of Ireland 
to Hong Kong and Macau, Peter 
Ryan, at a talk held yesterday 
evening at the Rui Cunha Fou-
ndation.

At the heart of his prediction 
is the contentious issue of the 
500-kilometer border between 
the Republic of Ireland and Nor-
thern Ireland, the latter a part of 
the United Kingdom. 

The nature of this atypical bor-
der is dictated by the terms of 
a Common Travel Area agree-
ment between the two countries, 
signed in 1923. However, Bri-
tain’s withdrawal from the EU 
has raised questions over how 
the border, implemented six de-
cades before the bloc’s Schengen 
Agreement, will be managed if 
London abandons the principle 
of the free movement of labor.

“Today, we have open, pass-
port-free [movement] between 

Ireland and Britain, and this 
[policy] is going to be very in-
teresting heading in to Brexit,” 
said Ryan during the talk. “We 
are absolutely determined that 
we can’t go back to what we 
term a ‘hard border’ – we can’t 
go back to [having] checkpoin-
ts.”

The issue is one of four highli-
ghted by the Irish government 
as key concerns in the coming 
years, together with a need to 
minimize the impact on trade 

and the Irish economy, protect 
the Northern Ireland Peace Pro-
cess and influence the future of 
the EU.

With concerns to the economy, 
Brexit may present a significant 
opportunity in its potential to 
siphon foreign investment away 
from the U.K. and toward the 
Emerald Isle.

Speaking to the Times ahead of 
yesterday’s talk, Ryan highligh-
ted Ireland’s strengths in attrac-
ting foreign investment, namely 

its membership of the European 
Union, comparative low rates of 
corporate taxation and the you-
ng and highly-educated work-
force, native in the English lan-
guage.

Asked how Ireland can compe-
te against Portugal in attracting 
foreign investment from Macau, 
Ryan pointed to his country’s 
reputation for housing some 
of the largest investment pro-
jects in Europe. In any case, he 
said, “we see European [Union] 

member states complementing 
each other, rather than compe-
ting with each other.”

The consul general also said 
that, despite the inherent dif-
ficulties, the Irish government 
is “delighted with the situation 
that Ireland now finds itself in; 
having a border with Britain 
that will become the frontier of 
the European Union.”

The contemporary  rela-
tionship between Ireland and 
Britain is linked to the interwo-
ven history of the two peoples, 
which has been fraught with 
conflict and tension for hun-
dreds of years. However, the 
21st century has seen the bila-
teral exchange reach new heigh-
ts, with Ryan claiming that the 
London-Dublin route has be-
come the second busiest travel 
connection in the world.

“Irish people know all about 
different parts of British life 
and culture,” said Ryan, attri-
buting this to the prevalence of 
British media in Ireland. “Bri-
tish people will be less familiar 
with Ireland - and that’s natural 
between a small neighbor and a 
big neighbor.”

The disparity between the 
number of people in Ireland (5 
million) and Britain (65 million) 
is comparable to the ratio be-
tween the respective popula-
tions of Macau (650,000) and 
Hong Kong (7 million). 

The talk yesterday, hosted by 
the Rui Cunha Foundation, with 
the support of the European 
Union Academic Program in 
Macau and the Macau Portu-
guese and English Press Asso-
ciation, was well attended by the 
public.

Julie Zhu
 

A one to one high-end 
dating company es-

tablished its mainland 
China branch in Shanghai 
recently. Based in Hong 
Kong, the matchmaking 
company, My Champag-
ne, now has around 2,000 
members in Hong Kong 
and approximately 100 
members in Macau. 

The manager of the 
company, Eunice Sim, 
told the Times that My 
Champagne is one of the 
few matchmaking com-
panies in Hong Kong that 
specializes in “dating pro-
grams for professionals, 
and it is also the first da-
ting company in the two 
SARs which has a profes-
sional lawyer to notarize 
the number of successful 
matchmaking cases made 
through My Champagne.”

As explained by Sim, 
the matchmaking agency 
initially focused on ad-
vertising itself in many 

places, with the group 
mainly looking for mem-
bers through acquaintan-
ces and friends. “After the 
initial advertisement, […] 
the first customers started 
to introduce other cus-
tomers,” said Sim, when 
talking about how My 
Champagne has chosen to 
publicize its business. Re-
garding how the company 
chooses its members, Sim 
said that new members 
who have been introdu-
ced by old members offer 
the company a better se-
lection margin. 

In terms of successful 
matches, Sim indicated 
that more than half of My 
Champagne’s customers 
found their ideal dating 
partner through the com-
pany.  

“More than 55 percent 
of our cases have closed 
files, when accounting for 
the period between May 
of 2012 and September of 
2016,” informed Sim.

The boutique dating ser-

vice, she said, specializes 
in matching professio-
nals. 

“Most of our members 
are professionals, such as 
accountants and doctors, 
[…] the percentage of 
professionals is probably 
around 70 to 80 percent 
of the total,” said Sim. 

Currently, a big propor-
tion of My Champagne’s 
customers are aged be-
tween 20 to 30 years old, 
irrespective of gender. 

“The youngest man and 

woman are in their twen-
ties, the oldest woman 
is probably somewhere 
around 50 years old, al-
though there are not too 
many, and the oldest man 
is in his sixties,” said Sim. 

Nowadays, people can 
easily find online dating 
applications if they are 
looking for a partner. 

When asked about the 
competition between the 
online dating services 

and offline dating servi-
ces, Sim shared with the 
Times her personal opi-
nion. 

“I think the advantage of 
apps lies in their conve-
nience: simple, free, and 
low cost,” she said.

Eunice Sim said that 
her company “saves time 
for the customers, arran-
ges one to one matching, 
and looks for targets 
according to the custo-

mers’ requests.” 
In addition, Sim said 

that people who go to of-
fline agencies to seek out 
partners are normally 
those who plan on get-
ting married in the near 
future, meaning that they 
constitute a different de-
mographic to those enga-
ging in online dating. 

According to Sim, the-
re are only a few other 
companies in Hong Kong 
running matchmaking 
businesses. 

In the niche of mat-
chmaking businesses 
that target their services 
directly to the market of 
single professionals, My 
Champagne has less than 
ten competitors.

Most of the other com-
panies charge a “five di-
git” starting fee, whereas 
My Champagne charges 
a “four digit” starting fee.

Sim also disclosed to 
the Times that My Cham-
pagne has already re-
gistered their branch in 
Shanghai, with the com-
pany looking forward to 
officially opening their 
business in Shanghai wi-
thin two to three months. 

 
I think the 
advantage 
of apps 
lies in their 
convenience: 
simple, free, 
and low cost.

EUNICE SIM 
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MACAu GRAnD PRIx 

Sports Bureau hints WTCC race confirmed  

eSPORTS 

Local group seeking to host tournament

Frederico Santos Rosário 

Daniel Beitler

Macau based electronic 
sports association, Grow 

uP eSports, is rebounding 
from a “disastrous” perfor-
mance in a regional tourna-
ment over the weekend with a 
pledge to try to bring a similar 
competition to the MSAR next 
year.

Eight Macau-based players, 
using the “uP” preface to their 
gaming aliases to indicate 
their allegiance, competed in 
the Capcom Pro Tour Online 
2017 Asia Event 2 tournament 
against more than 160 elite 
players from the region in the 
game Street Fighter V. Cap-
com Pro Tour (CPT) is a series 
of international tournaments, 
specifically for the fighting 
genre of online gaming, that is 
sponsored by video developer 
Capcom.

All eight Macau based players 
were bested in the tourna-
ment’s first round, leading 
Frederico Santos Rosário, the 

chairman of Grow uP eSports, 
to describe the competition as 
a “disaster”.

Nevertheless, he says that 
some of the players are at 
“Diamond-level or above,” 

meaning that they are ranked 
in the top-200 worldwide out 
of more than 500,000 accoun-
ts. He added that their kno-
ckout is testament to the skill 
of their opponents, many of 
whom are professional gamers 
that hail from more developed 
eSports jurisdictions like Sou-
th Korea, Japan and Taiwan.

“None of the Macau [parti-
cipants] managed to win [in 
the first round],” said Santos 
Rosário, who also competed 
under the gaming alias, “Hu-
goMachine”. 

“Although it was kind of a di-
saster for us, the opportunity 
to experience high-level fights 
from top Asian players is quite 
rare. It was the best chance for 
us to gauge our current skill 
level under real tournament 
pressure,” he added. “The cul-
ture in Asia is that only the 
best or confident ones sign up 
to the tournament.”

Speaking to the Times, the 
association chairman said 
that he wants to bring a simi-

lar CPT tournament to Macau 
in 2018, as part of Grow uP 
eSports’ mission to put Macau 
gaming on the map.

“My passion is to make Ma-
cau a CPT [hub],” said Santos 
Rosário. “I am in talks with 
the right people now and I see 
a possibility to bring a CPT 
offline tournament to Macau 
next year. I’m doing this with 
the help of Grow uP eSports 

purely for passion and this 
is why all of the participants 
from Macau don’t mind ad-
ding “uP” in front of their na-
mes to help grow [the associa-
tion].”

The next CPT tournament is 
due to be held in Hong Kong 
in August, where Santos Rosá-
rio says they “will fight harder 
and continue to gain expe-
rience.”

Renato Marques

The inclusion of the 
World Touring Car 

Championship (WTCC) in 
the 64th edition of the Ma-
cau Grand Prix is “almost 
confirmed.”

Following doubts regar-
ding the inclusion of the 
WTCC race in the Macau 
Grand Prix, the Sports Bu-
reau (ID) told Radio Ma-
cau that conversations be-
tween the two parties were 
“advancing”. 

Questioned by the Times 
on the current status of the 

negotiations between the 
Macau organizing com-
mittee and the event pro-
moter, the ID hinted that 
an agreement should be 
reached soon. According 
to the ID, the details will 
be announced next month 
“when final agreement and 
procedures are settled be-
tween both parties.” 

In their reply to the Times 
the ID acknowledged that 
“the Macau Grand Prix Or-
ganizing Committee and 
the WTCC have been in 
communication,” noting 
that such communication 

“[is] currently making pro-
gress towards the race pro-
gram of the 64th Macau 
Grand Prix.”

The information opens 
the door to the clarifica-
tion of an issue raised by 
the president of the ID, 
Pun Weng Kun. During 
the first press conference 
to introduce the event a 
month ago, Pun said that 
the WTCC event “was not 
confirmed” and that it was 
“just one of the many races 
that want to be included 
[in the local event].” Pun’s 
statement was received 

with surprise since the 
event was included on the 
Automobile International 
Federation (FIA) calendar 
at the time – and it still is. 
The WTCC website states: 
“After two years away, the 
world’s fastest interna-

tional touring car series 
returns to the Special Ad-
ministrative Region of the 
People’s Republic of Chi-
na, restoring the famous 
Guia Race to its former 
glory in the process.”

In light of the new in-

formation, all seems to be 
well underway to the ful-
fillment of that statement 
on what will be the penul-
timate year of the cham-
pionship under the current 
regulations. It is expected 
that the 2019 edition will 
follow the Class One regu-
lations based on the cur-
rent DTM (German Tou-
ring Car Championship) 
and [Japanese] Super GT 
regulations.

Also questioned by the Ti-
mes, a driver who is taking 
part in this year’s WTCC 
Championship and did not 
wish to be identified said 
the teams do not yet have 
a “clear confirmation” of 
the Macau rounds and that 
they, “are counting on it 
and we are preparing it as 
if it was [confirmed].”

all-female macau/hk team announced

GRoW uP eSports this week an-
nounced the latest addition to the 
association’s line-up of competitive 
teams – an all-female League of 
Legends team. Formerly known as 
MissRippers, the team comprises 
seven members who are all based 
in Macau and Hong Kong. Lam Hoi 
Yan, who will now use the gaming 
alias uP Pudding, is the only team 
member from Macau. According to 
a statement released by Grow uP 
eSports, the team ranked first in a 
tournament at the Hong Kong Poly-

technic University. Its members say 
that they want to shed more light on 
women in the video gaming com-
munity. They also aspire to be the 
first women’s team from the region 
to compete in a League of Legends 
tournament in an international eS-
ports Championship Series. League 
of Legends is one of the most popu-
lar online games worldwide, having 
recorded an average of 27 million 
daily players in 2014. The multiplay-
er, cooperative team game is a regu-
lar feature at eSports tournaments.
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Unemployment rate 
remains stable at 2pct 
The unemployment rate from March to May this 
year stood stable at 2 percent, the same as that of the 
previous period (February-April). The unemployment 
rate of MSAR residents was 2.6 percent, a similar 
rate to the previous period. Meanwhile, the 
underemployment rate was 0.4 percent, down by 0.1 
percentage points, the Statistics and Census Service 
indicated.  The region’s total labor force reached 
389,400 and the labor force participation rate stood at 
71.1 percent. The total employment was 381,800 and 
employed residents totaled 280,400, up by 300 and 
400 respectively from the previous period.  Looking at 
industry by industry analysis, employment in Hotels 
and Gaming & Junket Activities registered an increase, 
while employment in Construction and Restaurants 
& Similar Activities saw a decrease. The number of 
unemployed locals was 7,600, down by 100 from the 
previous period. Individuals waiting to enter the labor 
force for the first time accounted for 8.5 percent of total 
unemployment. 

IC considers extending 
libraries’ open hours
 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) is currently 
considering whether they will slightly extend the 
operation schedule of more libraries. This was 
announced by the Chief of the Department of 
Management of Public Libraries, Tang Mei Li, during 
a TDM talk show that took place yesterday. Last year, 
the Red Market Library extended its opening hours to 
24-hour operation.  It is said that the library started 
receiving more visitors per month after the operation 
hours were extended. According to Tang, the IC may 
not extend the operation of other libraries to 24-hours. 
She also believes that the planned New Central Library 
will run for more than eight hours per day because it 
will be big and will provide many different services. 

JuRy selection began 
Monday in the New 
York criminal trial of 
a Chinese billionaire 

charged with trying to bribe 
United Nations diplomats to 
ease approval of a U.N. con-
ference center.

Ng Lap Seng, 69, has plea-
ded not guilty to six charges, 
including conspiracy, sin-
ce his arrest in September 
2015 during a visit to the 
United States.

More than 100 prospec-
tive jurors were part of the 
selection process in Manha-
ttan federal court that was 
to continue Tuesday (US 
time). It was unclear when 
opening statements might 
occur.

U.S. District Judge Ver-
non S. Broderick told pros-
pective jurors that the trial 
was likely to last four to six 
weeks.

He said he was hopeful he 
could find “fair and impar-
tial” jurors willing to decide 
the case solely on evidence 
or lack of evidence.

Ng is confined to a luxury 

Manhattan apartment with 
24-hour armed guards whi-
le free on USD50 million 
bail.

Prosecutors say he contri-
buted a portion of over $1 
million in bribes that rea-
ched a former U.N. General 
Assembly president.

A key witness in the trial 
is expected to be Francis 
Lorenzo, a suspended di-

plomat from the Dominican 
Republic who pleaded guilty 
to charges and agreed to tes-
tify against Ng.

Ng’s lawyers have cast him 
as the victim of a politically 
driven prosecution aimed at 
preventing construction of 
the conference center in Ma-
cau and slowing the progress 
of Chinese influence over 
developing nations. AP

Ng Lap Seng (center)

Jury pick starts in UN-bribery 
trial of Chinese billionaire 

 ng’s 
lawyers have 
cast him as 
the victim of 
a politically 
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prosecution
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Shenyang hosts China-PSC 
exchange event
A large business-matching conference for entrepreneurs from 
China and Portuguese-speaking countries began yesterday in 
Shenyang, the capital of China’s northeast Liaoning Province. 
Many of the attendees from Portuguese-speaking countries 
(PSC) were reportedly looking for Chinese businessmen to 
help bring their products and services to the mainland market. 
The week-long event is supported by Macau’s Trade and 
Investment Promotion Institute (IPIM), which is involved 
in cultivating the MSAR as a platform for bilateral exchange 
between China and the Portuguese-speaking countries. The 
executive director of IPIM, Gloria Batalha Ung, who was in 
attendance at the conference yesterday, told TDM that Macau 
could help small companies on both sides of the exchange. 
“Due to language barriers and cultural differences, unlike the 
state-owned enterprises that are more financially powerful 
and have greater manpower, most SMEs [small- and medium-
sized business] find it difficult to get involved [in the economic 
exchange],” she said. “Therefore Macau is a desired platform 
for them.”

Securities investment grows
The investment of Macau residents  (including individuals, the 
government and other legal entities, but excluding Macau’s 
foreign exchange reserves) in securities issued by unrelated 
non-residents reached MOP484.7 billion at current market 
value by year end, an increase of 9.4 percent from June 30, 
2016, and 10.5 percent year-on-year. According to the statistics 
released yesterday by the Monetary Authority of Macau, 
among various instruments of portfolio investment, equity 
securities (including mutual funds and investment trust units), 
long-term debt securities, and short-term debt securities, 
were valued at MOP183.9 billion, MOP285.9 billion and    
MOP 14.9b respectively. As compared with end-2015, equity 
securities and long-term debt securities rose by 8.2 percent 
and 15.6 percent respectively, while short-term debt securities 
dropped by 30.4 percent.

The listing of the new 
basic skills for secon-

dary level education was 
published  in the Official 
Gazette. The Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ) issued a statement 
yesterday to explain that the 
listings cover all of the com-
petencies and basic skills 
students enrolled in the pu-
blic education system will 
be mandatorily required 
to learn. The skills list will 
work as a guideline to the 
school curriculum.

According to the state-
ment, the new academic 
skills will be “gradually im-
plemented from the next 
academic year.”

The cycle of reforms con-
cerning non-tertiary edu-
cation in Macau began in 
2006 with the introduction 
of the Organic Law for the 
Non-Tertiary Education 
System.    

The implementation of the 
10-year education develo-
pment plan began during 
the 2014-2015 academic 

year and included a similar 
listing of skills correlative to 
the primary education levels 
of the last years of secondary 
schooling.

Mimicking the process 
occurring at the primary 
education level, the new 
skills for the secondary le-
vels will be incorporated 
into the secondary curri-
culum gradually, year level 
by year level. The youngest 
class of each education le-
vel will be the first to follow 
the adapted curriculum (in 
2017/2018) and progressi-
vely the curriculum will be 
extended upwards as the 
students progress to the 
second and third year. Full 
implementation is expected 
to be achieved in the acade-
mic year of 2019/2020.

The DSEJ also noted in 
their statement that the 
newly-published skills re-
sult from the work of “spe-
cialists and academics from 
curriculum and subject 
areas, as well as by Macau 
secondary school teachers,” 

remarking that the they will 
be specially focusing on the  
“broadening of students’ 
basic knowledge, improving 
communication skills, coor-
dination and practical stu-
dies, strengthening of civic 
awareness and the training 
of the continuous learning 
capacity necessary for the 
pursuit of further studies or 
entry into the  work market.” 
The DSEJ expanded on 
their statement, saying the 
reform aims to “provide stu-
dents with diverse learning 
experiences, including ex-
periences of social practices, 
through a diversified curri-
culum that allows students 
more choice opportunities.”

The bureau also men-
tioned that through this 

reform, and the inclusion 
of new materials (such as 
Moral and Civic Education 
and Macau Geography), 
teachers could also impro-
ve their teaching skills and 
master the techniques re-
quired to introduce the new 
skills in their classes.

The DSEJ also stated that,  
in order to “improve the 
schools’ curriculum and to 
improve the overall quality 
of the teaching,” more chan-
ges will come into effect in 
the near future. They will 
continue to work towards a 
teacher exchange program 
involving teachers from the 
mainland and Macau and 
they will also continue to 
provide “curriculum ins-
tructions.”  RM

eDuCATIOn 

New basic skills for secondary 
level education established 
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corporate bits
top honors for wynn at hurun 
presidential awards

BNU held the award ce-
remony for its logo design 
competition on Monday, in 
conjunction with its 115th 
anniversary. BNU’s jury pa-
nel selected one winner, also 
announcing three creative 

Wynn Palace Cotai and 
Wynn Macau received se-
veral awards at the 2017 
Hurun Presidential Awards 
in Shanghai. Wynn Palace 
was awarded several titles, 

bnu holds award ceremony for logo 
design competition

lease issued by BNU, the 
competition received an 
overwhelming response with 
over 100 submissions. The 
winner, Mok Seng Un, adop-
ted a sailboat-like design, 
symbolizing BNU’s sailing 
between Macau and the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, 
and its journey with Macau 
for the past 115 years. 

Pedro Cardoso, chief exe-
cutive officer of BNU, said: 
“The judges are very pleased 
with the creativity and the le-
vels of professionalism of the 
logos received. The competi-
tion also supports the Macau 
government’s effort in promo-
ting the cultural and creative 
industry.”

The logo will appear in the 
promotional material connec-
ted to activities celebrating 
the 115th anniversary throu-
ghout this year.

starred restaurant “Golden 
Flower.”

According to a press relea-
se from Wynn Macau, the 
gaming operator was the only 
one in Macau to be awarded 
at the Hurun Presidential 
Awards. 

The Hurun Presidential 
Awards are organized by the 
Hurun Report, a leading lu-
xury media authority in China. 
Since 2009, the report has 
been presenting the awards 
to recognize outstanding ho-
tel properties in China each 
year. 

In addition to the Hurun 
Presidential Awards, Wynn 
Macau is the only one in the 
world to receive eight Forbes 
Five-Star Awards for its res-
taurants and spas. The two-
Michelin-starred restaurant 
“Golden Flower” is on the For-
bes Five-Star restaurant list. 

awards and ten awards of 
merit. The competition com-
menced in April with the aim 
of promoting the develop-
ment of the design and crea-
tive industry in Macau. 

According to a press re-

including “Best Banquet Ve-
nue,” “Best Executive Suite” 
and “Best Spa,” while Wynn 
Macau won the awards “Best 
Presidential Suite” and “Best 
Restaurant” for its Michelin- 

European Union Commissioner for Competition Margrethe Vestager

Google fined USD2.7b as EU 
threatens search monopoly 
Aoife White

GooGle lost its bi-
ggest regulatory ba-
ttle yet, getting a re-
cord 2.4 billion-euro 

(USD2.7 billion) fine from Eu-
ropean Union enforcers who say 
the search-engine giant skewed 
results to thwart smaller sho-
pping search services.

Alphabet Inc.’s Google has 90 
days to “stop its illegal conduct” 
and give equal treatment to ri-
val price-comparison services, 
according to a binding order 
from the European Commis-
sion yesterday. It’s up to Google 
to choose how it does this and 
inform the EU of its plans wi-
thin 60 days. Failure to comply 
brings a risk of fines of up to 5 
percent of its daily revenue.

“The more consumers click 
on comparison shopping re-
sults, the more money Google 
makes,” said Margrethe Ves-
tager, the EU’s antitrust chief. 
“This decision requires Google 
to change the way it operates 
and to face the consequence of 
its actions.”

Shares of Mountain View, Ca-
lifornia-based Google fell 1.5 
percent in pre-market trading 
in New York. They’ve risen 23 
percent so far this year.

Vestager’s decision marks the 
end of a seven-year probe fue-
led by complaints from small 
shopping websites as well as 
bigger names, including News 
Corp., Axel Springer SE and 
Microsoft Corp. European poli-
ticians have called on the EU to 
sanction Google or even break 
it up while U.S. critics claim re-
gulators are targeting success-
ful American firms.

Google’s lawyer Kent Walker 
said the company respectfully 

disagrees with the EU’s conclu-
sions and will consider a court 
appeal, according to a blog post.

“When you shop online, you 
want to find the products you’re 
looking for quickly and easily,” 
Walker said. “And advertisers 
want to promote those same 
products. That’s why Google 
shows shopping ads, connec-
ting our users with thousands 
of advertisers, large and small, 
in ways that are useful for both. 
We think our current shopping 
results are useful and are a mu-
ch-improved version of the text- 
only ads we showed a decade 
ago.”

Vestager said the case is likely 
to stay on her desk “for quite 
some time” as regulators moni-
tor how Google deals with the 
order “for a number of years.” 
Regulators haven’t talked to 
Google about how it might meet 
the EU’s expectations. Vestager 
said “it is very important for 
Google to find their way of com-
plying” with the EU order.

Google has been pushing its 
own comparison-shopping ser-
vice since 2008, systematically 
giving it prominent placement 
when people search for an item, 
the EU said. Rival comparison 
sites usually only appear on 
page four of search results, ef-
fectively denying them a mas-
sive audience as the first page 
attracts 95 percent of all clicks.

“As a result of Google’s ille-
gal practices, traffic to Google’s 
comparison-shopping service 
increased significantly, whilst 
rivals have suffered very subs-
tantial losses of traffic on a las-
ting basis,” the EU said, citing 
figures of a 45 percent increase 
in traffic for Google’s service.

Yesterday’s fines could just 
be the first in a series of EU 
antitrust penalties for Google, 
which is fighting on at least 
two other fronts, including its 
Android mobile-phone softwa-
re and the AdSense online ad-
vertising service. The decision 
follows Russia’s $7.8 million 

antitrust fine and penalties 
from Italian, German and Fren-
ch privacy authorities. Europe 
has proved a tough jurisdiction 
for Google, which fell foul of the 
region’s top court, losing a hi-
gh-profile right-to-be-forgotten 
case three years ago.

“Vestager is proving she 
means business,” said Thomas 
Vinje, a lawyer who represen-
ts FairSearch, a group of com-
panies that complained to the 
EU. “This decision will mean 
that consumers receive com-
parison-shopping results that 
offer genuinely the best purcha-
sing options.”

While the penalty is a record, 
it will do little to faze a com-
pany whose parent has more 
than $90 billion in cash. Of 
graver concern is the way re-
gulators called on Google to 
change the way it handles onli-
ne shopping searches, one of its 
biggest sources of sales growth 
and strongest weapons against 
rivals Facebook Inc. and Ama-
zon.com Inc.

The EU says that Google 
doesn’t subject its own service 
to its algorithm, which ranks 
search results on quality and 
relevance to the user. It said it 
gathered huge amounts of data, 
including 5.2 terabytes of sear-
ch results from Google, based 
on 1.7 billion search queries. “It 
would take be 17,000 years to 
read them all out to you,” Ves-
tager told reporters.

The EU’s allegations strike 
at the heart of a type of online 
advertising known as product 
listing ads, or PLAs, that is 
growing at almost three times 
the rate of traditional text-ba-
sed search ads, according to 
digital marketing firm Merkle 
Inc. The format lets a marketer 

place an ad for an item with lar-
ge images and price informa-
tion in the prime digital real es-
tate at the top of search results.

Vestager doesn’t fear big num-
bers when trying to convince 
companies to step back in line.

She has ordered Apple Inc. to 
repay some 13 billion euros in 
tax advantages and hit truck 
makers with a record cartel fine 
of nearly 3 billion euros. The 
Google fine tops a 1.06 billion- 
euro penalty eight years ago for 
Intel Corp., which is still wai-
ting for the final outcome of a 
court appeal.

Her move against Google 
risks attracting further criti-
cism that she’s unfairly singled 
out U.S. companies. While 
she’s said American firms are 
“under no specific fire because 
of their nationality,” transa-
tlantic tensions are already on 
the rise after President Donald 
Trump’s decision to pull out of 
the Paris climate accord, ad-
ding to concerns over global 
trade.

Even so, any backlash against 
the Google decision from Ame-
rican industry is likely to be re-
duced. U.S. companies played a 
big part in lobbying the EU to 
take action after U.S. regulators 
ended their investigation into 
Google search. Bloomberg

 
We think 
our current 
shopping 
results are 
useful and are a 
much-improved 
version of the 
text-only ads 
we showed a 
decade ago.

KENT WALKER
GooGLE’S LAWYER 
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Jackson Chang

Macau wants to show more Portuguese 
and Spanish products to China
The Macau Trade and 

Investment Promotion 
Institute (IPIM) wants 
more companies from 

Portugal and Spain to come to 
Macau to showcase their produc-
ts, with the Chinese market as 
their ultimate goal, said the IPIM 
president, Jackson Chang.

Speaking at the official opening 
of the China and Portuguese- 
and Spanish-Speaking Countries 
(FIN) International Business 
Fair, where he completed a mis-
sion that had begun a week ear-
lier in Praia, Cape Verde, Chang 
invited the companies present 
to take part in the 22nd Macau 
International Fair (MIF), which 
will take place from October 19 
to 21.

“I hope you will come to Macau 
to take part in our fair,” said the 
president of IPIM, noting that 
this year, for the first time, the 
Exhibition of Products and Ser-
vices of Portuguese Language 
Countries 2017 (2017 PLPEX) 
will be an autonomous event.

PLPEX, said Chang, will be “an 
ideal time for Portuguese and 
Spanish companies to exhibit 

their products.” FIN was the fi-
nal event of this mission of IPIM, 
with the participation of more 
than 60 business people and 
managers from various Chinese 
provinces, which began on June 
16 in Praia, Cape Verde, where 
the Meeting of Entrepreneurs 
for Economic and Trade Coope-
ration Between China and the 
Portuguese-speaking countries 
took place.

On arrival in Portugal, on June 
21, and before heading to Mato-
sinhos, in partnership with the 

China Council for the Promotion 
of International Trade (CCPIT) 
and the Portuguese Agency for 
Investment and Foreign Tra-
de, IPIM organized a Business 
Opportunities Meeting between 
Portugal, China and Macau, whi-
ch brought together about 200 
business people and official enti-
ties from the two countries.

At the event, China’s ambassa-
dor, Cai Run, said that the recent 
Forum on the Belt and Road ini-
tiative was to “define directions 
and identify projects to be im-

plemented” and, since Portugal 
was responsible for the “the great 
maritime era,” it is an “important 
partner” in the initiative.

The Portuguese secretary of sta-
te for internationalization, Jorge 
Costa Oliveira, said there is “high 
potential in terms of tripartite 
business cooperation, especially 
in other geographies,” including 
Europe, Latin America and Afri-
ca, where Portugal has important 
political relationships.

This triangulation, the Portugue-
se official said, gives Chinese com-
panies “improved access to marke-
ts where they have no tradition of 
entry,” and to the Portuguese of-
fers “greater robustness, greater 

scale and access to financing.”
Macau, the president of IPIM 

said, is “actively working on the 
implementation of various su-
pports,” such as the financial ser-
vices platform and the renminbi 
clearing center for Portuguese- 
speaking countries, highlighting 
its role as a platform.

Both in Praia and in Lisbon, 
the participating business people 
expressed their satisfaction with 
the opportunities opened up by 
the Belt and Road initiative, as 
well as with the installation in 
Macau of the headquarters of the 
Fund for Development Coopera-
tion between China and Portu-
guese-speaking Countries, which 
was represented by the director-
general of the management com-
pany, Jin Guangze.

With a number of business 
people interested in making 
applications to the Fund for 
their projects, Guangze pointed 
out that there are three selec-
tion criteria: strategic nature, fi-
nancial viability – “reasonable” 
return for shareholders in 4-5 
years – and rational investment.  
MDT/Macauhub

 
I hope you will 
come to Macau 
to take part in 
our fair.

JACKSoN CHANG



28.06.2017 wed

CHINA 中國 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo10
 

th Anniversary

 ad

A statue of late paramount leader Mao Zedong looks over the complex of the Medical University No. 1 
Affiliated Hospital where Liu Xiaobo is believed to have been transferred to

Didi Tang & 
Mark Schiefelbein, Shenyang

As recently as February, 
Liu Xiaobo’s brother 

dismissed reports that the 
imprisoned Chinese Nobel 
Peace laureate might be 
ill. Then came the bom-
bshell on Monday that Liu 
has been diagnosed with 
late-stage liver cancer and 
transferred to a hospital on 
medical parole.

A brief video has also 
emerged of Liu’s wife tear-
fully telling a friend that 
no treatment — surgery, 
radiation or chemothera-
py — would work for Liu at 
this point.

The news has shocked 
and angered Liu’s suppor-
ters and human rights ad-
vocates, who are questio-
ning if China’s best-known 
political prisoner received 
adequate care while in-
carcerated, or whether the 
authoritarian government 
deliberately allowed the 
61-year-old to wither in 
prison.

Chinese prisons are no-
torious for their poor heal-
th care, lack of nutritious 
food and abusive condi-
tions, and it’s highly com-
mon for prisoners to re- 
emerge in a deeply weake-
ned state. That may be es-
pecially true for the prison 
in a small northeastern 
city where Liu has been 
serving an 11-year senten-
ce for inciting subversion 
of state power.

A serious illness like li-
ver cancer could be easily 
missed at the prison despi-
te checkups, although it’s 
equally possible that Bei-
jing has neglected care for 
Liu on purpose, said poli-
tical dissident Hu Jia, who 
has served time in jail with 
liver issues.

“Given his influence and 
his massive following, it’s 
possible that Beijing does 
not want him to return to 
society healthy, physically 
capable and energetic,” 
said Hu. “Beijing consi-
ders him to be a political 
rival.”

Hu is calling on Beijing 
to be open and transpa-
rent about Liu’s medical 
care. Liu is in a hospital 
in the northeastern city 
of Shenyang and has not 
communicated directly 
with the outside.

The local prison mana-
gement bureau could not 
be reached for comment. 
Police cars were seen yes-
terday parked outside 
the China Medical Univer-
sity No. 1 Affiliated Hospi-
tal in Shenyang, where Liu 
reportedly was being trea-
ted. An Associated Press 
journalist could not locate 
Liu in the sprawling faci-
lity, and nurses on likely 
floors for cancer patients 
said they had not had a 
patient by the name of Liu 
Xiaobo.

Liu, a literary critic and 
essayist, was already in 
less than robust health 
when he was detained and 
later sentenced to 11 years 
in prison in 2009, recal-
led Liu’s former lawyer 
Mo Shaoping. The defense 
team had argued for Liu to 
be released while awaiting 
trial on the basis of poor 
health, but was turned 
down, he said.

Still, Mo said he was 
unaware of Liu’s cancer 
diagnosis until it was re-
vealed on Monday.

“We would think there 
must be symptoms for ear-
lier detection and that a 
responsible prison would 
not have discovered liver 
cancer only in the very late 
stage,” he said.

Other than general con-
cerns for Liu’s health, the-
re had not been alarming 
news until this week. In 
February, responding to 
rumors that Liu underwent 
computerized tomography 
scans for possible illnesses, 
Washington-based Radio 
Free Asia reported that 
Liu’s brother had dismis-
sed the rumors.

Chinese authorities have 

a troubling record when it 
comes to the treatment of 
political prisoners.

Untold numbers died 
in China’s vast system of 
labor camps following the 
founding of the People’s 
Republic in 1949. The 
crushing of the 1989 Tia-
nanmen pro-democracy 
movement led to new rou-
nds of repression.

More recently, Cao Shun-
li died in a Beijing hospital 
in 2014 after being detai-
ned for her human rights 
activism. It is widely belie-
ved she died of illness after 
authorities denied her me-
dical attention.

The next year, Tibetan 
lama Tenzin Delek Rinpo-
che died in a Chinese pri-
son while serving a life 
sentence. He had been de-
nied medical parole a year 
earlier, and his family was 
refused permission to view 
his remains, death certifi-
cate or medical records.

When prominent rights 
lawyers Gao Zhisheng left 
prison in 2014, he could 
barely walk or speak a full, 
intelligible sentence. He 
has since recovered, but is 

still under house arrest.
In a rare interview in 

2015, Gao celebrated that 
he’s still living. “Every time 
we emerge from prison 
alive, it is a defeat for our 
opponents,” he told The 
Associated Press.

Sophie Richardson, Chi-
na director at New York- 
based Human Rights Wa-
tch, said Beijing should be 
held to account for letting 
a peaceful critic like Liu fall 
gravely ill.

“From those who ordered 
Liu’s prosecution to those 
who denied him adequa-
te treatment in detention 
... there are many people 
to be held accountable for 
their role in this cruel tra-
vesty,” Richardson said in 
a statement.

Supporters have called 
for Liu to be allowed to 
seek treatment overseas, 
although President Xi 
Jinping’s administration 
has taken a hard line on 
refusing permission for 
dissidents to travel.

U.S. Embassy spokeswo-
man Mary Beth Polley cal-
led for Liu’s release as well 
as that of his wife, Liu Xia, 
who lives under house ar-
rest.

China should “provide 
them the protections and 
freedoms such as freedom 
of movement and access to 
medical care of his choo-
sing, to which they’re en-
titled under China’s cons-
titution and medical sys-
tem and international 
commitments,” Polley 
said.

China’s foreign ministry 
did not directly address 
questions about whether 
Liu would be allowed to 
leave the country for treat-
ment. Spokesman Lu Kang 
said any Chinese citizen’s 
exit from and entry into 
the country is “ruled by 
law.”

He warned that Liu’s case 
is a domestic affair and de-
manded that China’s judi-
cial independence be res-
pected. “No country shall 
interfere with China’s in-
ternal affairs through any 
individual case,” Lu said.

Hu, the dissident, said 
that for now, it’s impera-
tive that the government 
make public the names 
of the eight oncologists 
in charge of Liu’s cancer 
treatment in Shenyang 
and that Liu is brought as 
soon as possible to Beijing, 
which has the country’s 
best medical professionals 
and is his home.

“We cannot take the gover-
nment’s word. We must be 
able to judge if these eight 
people are truly qualified,” 
Hu said. “We want to make 
sure Liu Xiaobo is seeing 
the best doctors in the best 
hospital with the best equi-
pment possible.” AP

Questions raised about Liu 
Xiaobo’s prison medical treatment

 The 
Chinese 
have a 
troubling 
record when 
it comes to 
the treatment 
of political 
prisoners 
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Li Keqiang at the World Economic Forum’s Annual Meeting in Dalian 

U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson

PRemieR Li Keqiang 
said China remains on 
track to meet its main 
economic goals for this 

year while warning of rising 
geopolitical risk and threats to 
the global upswing.

Anti-globalization voices are 
emerging and world geopolitical 
risks are increasing, Li told offi-
cials and business leaders yester-
day at the World Economic Fo-
rum’s Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions gathering in China’s 
northeastern port city Dalian.

Li’s speech was a robust defense 
of globalization and a thinly vei-
led rebuttal of the narrative adop-
ted by U.S. President Donald 
Trump, who has accused trading 
partners, including China, of un-
fair trading practices. It also had 
echoes of President Xi Jinping 
who also used the WEF’s Davos 
event in January to champion 
globalization. China also used a 
Group of 20 meeting in Germany 
in March to push back, unsuc-
cessfully, against U.S. efforts to 
water down language of resisting 
protectionism.

Without the current rules-ba-
sed world trading system, Chi-
na’s economic opening up to the 
world would have been “unima-
ginable,” Li said. “Economic glo-
balization has greatly facilitated 
the flow of goods, capital and 
personnel.”

Li also said the government will 
relax market access to the servi-
ces and manufacturing sectors 
- addressing a key complaint of 
foreign businesses operating in 
China - and pledged to do more 
to entice investment and cut red 

tape for foreign companies. The 
country will treat domestic and 
foreign businesses in an equal 
way, he said.

With executives of foreign com-
panies such as International 
Business Machines Corp. and 
McKinsey & Co. in the audien-
ce, Li addressed the concern 
that stricter capital controls the 
nation implemented to keep 
its currency steady will restrict 
companies to move their profits 
out of the border. Foreign direct 
investment declined in both May 
and April from a year earlier.

“There will be no restrictions on 
the flow of your profits,” Li said.

Acknowledging that the be-
nefits of globalization haven’t 

been felt by everyone, Li said the 
answer was to strengthen global 
trade rules and institutions, take 
account of problems being felt by 
trading partners and avoid a bla-
me game.

“Just like when we sprain our 
ankle when walking down the 
road, we shouldn’t blame the 
road and stop walking,” he said. 
“We need to adapt.”

The world’s second-largest eco-
nomy is forecast to slow from the 
first quarter, when it posted the 
first back-to-back quarterly acce-
leration in seven years, though it 
is still on track to remain above 
the leadership’s growth target of 
at least 6.5 percent. Communist 
Party officials are working this 

year to balance preserving the 
expansion with tightening regu-
lation to reduce risk as they pre-
pare for a twice-a-decade leader-
ship transition expected to take 
place this fall.

Li said the economy maintai-
ned steady growth in the second 
quarter, and China will be able to 
keep the expansion in a reasona-
ble range. The surveyed jobless 
rate fell to 4.9 percent in May, 
the lowest reading “in years,” he 
said.

More than 2,000 represen-
tatives from politics, business, 
civil society, academia and the 
arts are attending the June 27-
29 conference, also known as 
Summer Davos, to discuss topi-

cs from inclusive growth to the 
“new industrial revolution,” ac-
cording to a report from China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency.

Li Daokui, a former adviser to 
China’s central bank, said on a 
panel discussion that yuan de-
preciation pressure will remain 
moderate in the next few years as 
long as there’s no major uphea-
val caused by the Trump admi-
nistration. It’s a good time to fur-
ther open China’s capital account 
and domestic companies won’t 
be afraid of opening the financial 
sector to foreign companies, said 
Li, a professor at Beijing’s Tsin-
ghua University.

State Grid Corp. of China 
Chairman Shu Yinbiao said at 
a press briefing that thousands 
of new-energy power plants will 
create new jobs, with opportuni-
ties being created during cons-
truction and for operators and 
maintenance personnel.

“We will have more opportu-
nities for jobs,” Shu said. “The 
transformation of energy will not 
impact employment, it will crea-
te opportunities.” AP

Premier Li says economy to meet 
growth goals, vows free trade support

STATe DeP’T RePORT TODAy 

Beijing hits back at US on human trafficking downgrade

 Li said the 
government will 
relax market 
access to the 
services and 
manufacturing 
sectors
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tively hit back at 
the United States for 
speaking “irresponsi-
bly” ahead of an expec-
ted Trump administra-
tion move to name Chi-
na among the world’s 
worst human trafficking 
offenders.

Foreign ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang 
said yesterday that Chi-
na strongly opposes the 
U.S. using its domestic 
laws to attack another 
country’s record, and 
maintained that the re-
sults of China’s anti-hu-
man trafficking efforts 
are “obvious for everyo-
ne to see.”

The U.S. State Depart-
ment was expected to 

unveil today [Macau 
time] a 2017 human 
trafficking report that 
downgrades China to the 
lowest “Tier 3” category, 
which includes North 
Korea, Zimbabwe and 
Syria. The report is the 
first major U.S. repri-
mand of China’s human 
rights record under the 
Trump administration, 
which has generally 
played down the pro-
motion of rights in its 
foreign policy, including 
with China.

Tier 3 countries can be 
penalized with sanctions 
or barred from partici-
pating in U.S. cultural 
exchange programs, al-
though the U.S. presi-
dent has the authority to 

waive sanctions.
It wasn’t immediately 

clear what led the admi-
nistration to downgra-
de China, but previous 
editions of the annual 
human trafficking re-
port have cited China as 
a “source, destination 
and transit country” for 
forced labor and sex tra-
fficking.

“As we have said repea-
tedly, no country has the 
right to speak irrespon-
sibly on China’s domes-
tic affairs,” Lu said at a 
daily briefing in Beijing.

“China’s government’s 
commitment to fighting 
human trafficking has 
been resolute and our re-
sults have been obvious 
for everyone to see,” he 

said, adding that Chi-
na is willing to work with 
other countries “on the 
basis of mutual respect” 
to combat global human 
trafficking.

Separately yesterday, 
Lu warned foreign coun-
tries against “interfering 
with China’s internal 
affairs” after the U.S. 
Embassy in Beijing cal-
led for the release of Liu 
Xiaobo, a democracy ac-
tivist and Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate who was 
diagnosed with terminal 
liver cancer after eight 
years in prison.

Since his inaugura-
tion, President Donald 
Trump has generally 
taken a conciliatory 
tone toward Beijing on 

a range of issues in-
cluding trade and cur-
rency while courting 
President Xi Jinping’s 
cooperation in exerting 
pressure against Nor-

th Korea’s nuclear pro-
gram. But the president 
tweeted this week that 
Xi and China’s efforts to 
help with North Korea 
have “not worked out.” AP
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Democratic Party candidate and former wrestler Khaltmaa Battulga was the top finisher with 38 percent of the vote

MOnGOLIA

With no election winner, 
gov’t sets runoff for July 9
MonGolia will hold its 

first runoff election for 
president next month after 
none of the candidates attained 
the necessary majority in this 

week’s voting.
Democratic Party candidate 

and former wrestler Khaltmaa 
Battulga was the top finisher, 
with 38 percent of the vote, and 

will face the Mongolian People’s 
Party’s Miyegombo Enkhbold in 
the July 9 election.

Mongolian People’s Revolutio-
nary Party candidate Sainkhuu 

Ganbaatar was eliminated by 
the narrowest of margins — 
30.19 percent to Enkhbold’s 
30.3 percent — prompting some 
complaints about possible vote 
tampering.

Total turnout stood at 68.27 
percent, the national election 
commission said yesterday.

While the nation of 3 million 
had been an oasis of democratic 
stability, its politics have grown 
increasingly fractious amid an 
economic crisis and graft accu-
sations.

A huge drop in foreign invest-
ment and decline in commo-
dities prices have particularly 
strained the economy, a situa-
tion not helped by a long dispu-
te with mining giant Rio Tinto 
over its operations in the coun-
try.

The winner next month will 
become Mongolia’s fifth presi-
dent since 1990 following the 
end of communism.

The outcome in the second 
round is uncertain because al-
though the MPP and MPRP 
have a historical affiliation, vo-
ters appear to hold them res-
ponsible for the economic pain 
they are feeling, Citi Research 
said in an analysis.

That could mean that at least 
some MPRP voters break for 
Battulga, the report said. “Ove-
rall, we expect policy continui-
ty,” it said.

Along with a pending trade 
deal with China, one key issue 
will be a USD500 million bond 
repayment due in January 2018, 
part of a $5.5 billion Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund-led bailout 
to stem its financial crisis.

Enkhbold’s party pledges to 
continue the IMF’s program, in-
cluding higher taxes and spen-
ding cuts, while Ganbaatar has 
criticized the IMF.

Battulga campaigned on a 
“Mongolia First” policy, bor-
rowing the language of Presi-
dent Donald Trump. He promi-
sed to be “a patriotic president” 
seeking “equal cooperation” 
with neighbors like China, whi-
ch he has criticized in the past.

Battulga is a former govern-
ment minister and president of 
the Mongolian Judo Associa-
tion. He also owns Genco, one of 
Mongolia’s largest companies, 
whose businesses include ho-
tels, media, banking, alcohol, 
horse meat and a Genghis Khan-
themed complex. AP

 Battulga 
campaigned 
on a ‘Mongolia 
First’ policy, 
borrowing the 
language of 
Donald Trump
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JAPAn

US Navy holds memorial service 
for seven sailors killed in crash

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

The U.S. Navy paid tribute 
yesterday to seven sailors 
who were killed when their 
destroyer collided with a 

merchant ship off Japan.
The Japan-based 7th Fleet said 

more than 2,000 sailors and their 
families attended the ceremony in 
Yokosuka, south of Tokyo. They li-
ned the streets waving flags in me-
mory of the victims.

The USS Fitzgerald, carrying nearly 
300 crewmembers, and Philippine-
flagged container ship ACX Crystal 
collided in waters off Yokosuka in 
the pre-dawn hours of June 17. Seve-
re damage to the right side and bot-
tom of the guided-missile destroyer 
flooded the berths of 116 sailors. 
Navy divers found the bodies of the 
seven in the ship after it returned to 
Yokosuka.

The container ship has left Yokoha-
ma, where it was investigated by Ja-
panese authorities, for repairs of its 
damaged bow at an unspecified shi-
pyard in Japan, its owner, Dainichi- 
Invest Corp., said. It said the ship’s 
captain and several other crewmem-

bers stayed behind for further ques-
tioning by the Japanese coast guard.

The 7th Fleet said its theater was 
filled to capacity for the ceremony 
honoring the sailors.

Adm. Scott Swift, commander of 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet, surveyed the 
ship’s damage and praised its crew 
for saving it from sinking, it said.

“It’s stunning, absolutely stunning, 
while we mourn the loss of the se-
ven sailors, that more were not lost,” 
Swift said in a statement. “There 
was no understanding of what had 
happened at the moment of impact 
[...] but there was complete unders-
tanding of what needed to be done.”

The collision occurred in an acci-
dent-prone area known for conges-
tion with ships trying to reach Tokyo 
by daybreak.

The cause of the crash is still under 
investigation. Japanese coast guard 
officials say they are eyeing possi-
ble professional negligence, but so 
far their interviews of the container 
ship’s captain and crewmembers — 
all Filipinos — have been on a volun-
tary basis.

The U.S. Navy is investigating what 
happened aboard the warship, while 
Japanese authorities are investiga-
ting the container ship and its crew.

Ordinarily, Japan has the right to 
investigate maritime collisions in 
its territorial waters, but in the case 
of U.S. warships, the U.S. Navy has 
the primary right to do so under a 
bilateral Status of Forces Agree-
ment, making it uncertain whe-
ther Japan will have access to the 
U.S. probe. AP
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Press secretary Sean Spicer speaks during a daily briefing at the White House in Washington

MIDDLe eAST

Syria denies Washington 
allegations of coming 
chemical attack
Philip Issa & Jill Colvin, Beirut

The Syrian government 
yesterday dismissed White 

House allegations that it was 
preparing a new chemical wea-
pons attack, as activists reported 
an airstrike on an Islamic Sta-
te-run jail in eastern Syria that 
they said killed more than 40 
prisoners.

The Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights 
said at least 15 militants were 
also killed in the airstrike that 
happened on Monday in the 
Deir El-Zour province. The ac-
tivist-run Deir Ezzor 24 media 
outlet said at least 60 civilians 
were killed.

The two groups said the U.S.-
led coalition was behind the 
strike. Russia and Syria also car-
ry out airstrikes in Deir el-Zour, 
and it was not clear how the 
activists identified the aircraft 
responsible. The coalition could 
not immediately be reached for 
comment.

Ali Haidar, the Syrian minis-
ter for national reconciliation, 
meanwhile dismissed a White 
House statement Monday that 
warned Syrian President Bashar 
Assad’s government against car-
rying out another chemical atta-
ck. Haidar told The Associated 
Press the charges foreshadowed 

a new diplomatic campaign 
against Syria at the U.N.

The Kremlin also dismissed the 
White House statement, whi-
ch had warned that Assad and 
his military would “pay a heavy 
price” if it goes ahead with the 
attack. Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov said that “such threats 
to Syria’s legitimate leaders are 
unacceptable.”

Russia is Assad’s key backer 

and sided with him when he 
denied responsibility for a che-
mical weapons attack that killed 
dozens of people in Idlib provin-
ce on April 4. Days later, Presi-
dent Donald Trump ordered a 
retaliatory cruise missile strike 
on a Syrian air base.

Peskov criticized 
the Trump administration for 
using the phrase “another che-
mical weapons attack,” arguing 
that an independent investiga-

tion into the April attack was ne-
ver conducted despite Russia’s 
calls for one.

The statement by White House 
Press Secretary Sean Spicer said 
the U.S. had “identified potential 
preparations for another chemi-
cal weapons attack by the Assad 
regime that would likely result in 
the mass murder of civilians, in-
cluding innocent children.”

He said the activities were si-
milar to preparations taken 
before the attack in April, but 
provided no evidence or further 
explanation.

Several State Department offi-
cials typically involved in coor-
dinating such announcements 
said they were caught complete-
ly off guard by the warning, whi-
ch didn’t appear to have been 
discussed in advance with other 
national security agencies. Typi-
cally, the State Department, the 
Pentagon and U.S. intelligence 
agencies would all be consulted 
before the White House issued 
a declaration sure to ricochet 
across foreign capitals.

The officials weren’t authori-
zed to discuss national security 
planning publicly and requested 
anonymity.

A non-governmental source 
with close ties to the White Hou-
se said the administration had 
received intelligence that the 
Syrians were mixing precursor 
chemicals for a possible sarin 
gas attack in either the east or 
south of the country, where go-
vernment troops and allied for-
ces have faced recent setbacks.

A senior Russian lawmaker 
dismissed the U.S. warning as 
“provocation.”

Frants Klintsevich, first depu-
ty chairman of the defense and 
security committee in the upper 
chamber of the Russian parlia-
ment, accused the United States 
of “preparing a new attack on 
the positions of Syrian forces.”

The U.S. strike in April was 
the first direct American as-
sault on the Syrian government 
and Trump’s most dramatic mi-
litary order since becoming pre-
sident.

Trump said at the time that the 
chemical attack crossed “many, 
many lines,” and called on “all 

civilized nations” to join the U.S. 
in seeking an end to the carnage 
in Syria.

Syria denied using chemical 
weapons. Russia’s Defense Mi-
nistry said the toxic agents were 
released when a Syrian airstrike 
hit a rebel chemical weapons ar-
senal and munitions factory.

The U.S. attack on a Syrian air 
base came after years of hea-
ted debate and deliberation in 
Washington over intervention 
in the bloody civil war. Chemical 
weapons have killed hundreds 
of people since the start of the 
conflict.

The U.S. is providing air su-
pport and arms to Kurdish-led 
Syrian forces who are fighting 
to drive the Islamic State group 
from Raqqa, the extremists’ self- 
styled capital.

Defense Secretary Jim Mattis 
said yesterday that Washington 
would continue to provide wea-
pons after the Raqqa battle is 
over. His comments were likely 
to anger Turkey, which views 
the Kurdish fighters as an exten-
sion of the insurgency raging in 
its southeast.

Trump had dinner with Mattis, 
Secretary of State Rex Tillerson, 
National Security Adviser H.R. 
McMaster and other top offi-
cials as he hosted Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi at the 
White House.

Tillerson and Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov talked 
earlier about the need to secure 
a cease-fire in Syria, fight extre-
mist groups and prevent the use 
of chemical weapons, the Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry said.

Nikki Haley, the U.S. Ambas-
sador to the United Nations, 
followed up Spicer’s statement 
with a Twitter warning: “Any 
further attacks done to the peo-
ple of Syria will be blamed on 
Assad, but also on Russia & Iran 
who support him killing his own 
people.”

Less than an hour af-
ter Spicer issued the state-
ment, Trump was back to twee-
ting about the 2016 campaign, 
denouncing investigations into 
potential collusion between 
Moscow and his campaign aides 
as a “Witch Hunt!” AP

A prominent Iranian lawmaker has 
denounced the Supreme Court’s 

partial reinstatement of President Do-
nald Trump’s travel ban, claiming that it’s 
an “obvious breach” of the 2015 nuclear 
deal between Tehran and world powers, in-
cluding the United States.

Hossein Naghavi Hosseini, spokesman 
of the parliament’s committee on national 
security and foreign policy, says the ban’s 
reinstatement is “a new restriction in the 
post-nuclear-deal era that is considered an 
obvious breach of the deal.”

Hosseini claimed that under the nuclear 
deal, countries that signed it are prohibited 
from imposing new restrictions or sanctions 
on Iranians. But he did not explain how that 
is connected or relevant to the travel ban.

His remarks were carried by the official 

IRNA news agency yesterday. Iran is one of 
the six mostly Muslim countries that are in-
cluded in the travel ban.

Iranians at Tehran’s international airport 
said yesterday they don’t expect to encoun-
ter any difficulties traveling to the United 
States despite the Supreme Court’s partial 
reinstatement of Trump’s travel ban.

Hassan, a 25-year-old who was accepted 
to the University of Virginia and was hea-
ding to Cyprus for a visa interview, said he 
sees “no reason to be worried” since the ban 
would not apply to students.

Fereidoun and Hayedeh, who were bound 
for Los Angeles to visit their daughter and 
her husband, said they had visited the U.S. 
every two to three years for the last decade. 
They said there was “no big change” in the 
visa process when they applied at the U.S. 

Consulate in Armenia.
All three spoke on condition of anonymity, 

fearing repercussions that could negatively 
affect their entry process.

Iranians apply for U.S. visas in neighbo-
ring countries because Washington and 
Tehran have had no diplomatic relations 
since the 1979 revolution. AP

US travel ban violates nuke deal
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Indian Prime Minister hugs President Donald Trump as Modi departs the White 
House in Washington

Katy Daigle, New Delhi

PResident Do-
nald Trump should have 
been ready as he met with 
India’s prime minister, 

an unabashed hugger.
Smiling widely at a news con-

ference yesterday [Macau time] 
during a visit to Washington, Pri-
me Minister Narendra Modi met 
the president’s outstretched arm 
not as an invitation for a hand-
shake, but as a pull toward an 
embrace. Then he did it again in 
the White House Rose Garden. 
Then once more before leaving.

Trump appeared stiff and 
uncomfortable with the first 
hug, smiling thinly and pat-
ting Modi on the back a couple of 
times. But it was the same folksy, 
effusive greeting Modi has used 
with Trump’s predecessor, Bara-
ck Obama, and a host of foreign 
dignitaries and celebrities, from 
former French President Fran-
cois Hollande, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and Japanese Pri-
me Minister Shinzo Abe to Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg and 
Hollywood’s Hugh Jackman.

“Modi doesn’t hug just anyo-
ne,” said political scientist Sree-
ram Chaulia, dean of the Jindal 
School of International Affairs 
in New Delhi. “If you look at the 
list of people he’s hugged, these 
are people who matter for India’s 
interest.”

Leaders and celebrities shou-
ld be prepared for Modi’s em-
brace by now, but they often 
aren’t — sometimes nearly get-
ting knocked off balance. Much 

like Trump’s own see-saw style 
of shaking hands, analysts said 
the Modi hug has become a sig-
nature move, and is meant to be 
physical.

“Modi believes that trust can 
only be built through personal 
rapport and friendship, which 
includes positive body language 
and physical closeness with his 
counterparts,” Chaulia said. “He 
may have been trying to maintain 
the bromance that he had with 
Obama.”

There also may have been an 
element of relief in Modi’s hugs 
of Trump, launched at the end of 
a two-day visit described as “cor-
dial” by Indian aides.

“Some people were worried 
about the outcome [...] in view of 
an unpredictable Trump,” retired 
Indian diplomat Rajeev Dogra 
said. “But he has gone out of his 
way to reach out to India.”

The fact that first lady Mela-

nia Trump was on hand, even 
though Modi was traveling wi-
thout his wife, “was an important 
signal for India,” Dogra said.

Modi’s chummy overtures mark 
a stark change from years of being 
shunned by American officials 
because of religious violence in 
his home state of Gujarat. He had 
been denied a U.S. visa in 2005 
over suspicions about his possib-
le role in religious riots that killed 
more than 1,000 Muslims when 
he was Gujarat’s top official.

Since he became prime minister 
in 2014, he has visited the U.S. 
four times. But allegations of in-
tolerance against Muslims and 
foreign-funded activists have do-
gged his Hindu nationalist party 
and government, which has been 
criticized for not speaking out 
against deadly attacks.

Indian strategic affairs exper-
ts hailed Modi’s latest visit as a 
success, but cautioned that much 

would depend on how words 
were translated into action on 
trade and even terrorism that 
India says is emanating from 
Pakistani soil.

“To all appearances, the che-
mistry seems to have been quite 
good between Trump and Modi,” 
said Rana Banerji, a retired inte-
lligence officer in New Delhi. “At 
least President Trump did not 
do anything very unpredictable 
or seemingly unpalatable to the 
Indian side, though one doesn’t 
know what subsequently would 
emerge.”

India’s foreign ministry hailed 
the U.S. State Department’s move 
to list Pakistan-based Syed Sa-
lahuddin as a global terrorist for 
leading the Hizbul Mujahideen 
rebel group, which is fighting 
against Indian control in the di-
vided Himalayan region of Kash-
mir.

The two countries also pledged 
to work together to try to end glo-

bal terrorism, which India saw 
as a firm U.S. commitment to 
increase its involvement in the 
region.

There were clear signs of divi-
sion, though: There was no men-
tion of climate change, an issue of 
extreme concern in India, where 
many of the country’s 1.3 billion 
people are poor and vulnerable to 
extreme heat, drought and storm 
surges.

Trump also said little about the 
Asia-Pacific, though Modi made 
clear India’s intent to increase 
cooperation in the region as a che-
ck against China’s rising power.

It was only on the second day 
of Modi’s trip that he swooped in 
for his bear hugs. As the two gave a 
joint statement in the White Hou-
se Rose Garden, Modi wrapped 
his arms around Trump’s mid-
section. The much shorter Modi, 
after giving his own remarks, 
hugged Trump a second time, 
placing his head close to the pre-
sident’s shoulder in video that 
quickly spread on social media.

Trump treated Modi to dinner 
at the White House and sha-
red a laugh when he pointed 
to their social media dominan-
ce. Trump’s @realdonaldtrump 
Twitter handle has 32.8 million 
followers, while Modi’s Twitter 
game draws more than 31 million.

Trump also announced that 
daughter Ivanka Trump had ac-
cepted an invitation to visit India 
this fall. The president has bu-
siness partners in India, where 
he has more than a dozen active 
deals, including a Trump-bran-
ded luxury apartment complex 
being built in the western city of 
Pune, near Mumbai.

Modi offered yet a third, pu-
blic embrace as he departed the 
White House, resting his head 
first near Trump’s left shou-
lder, then near his right. By 
then Trump appeared to be rea-
dy, and welcomed the parting 
gesture by patting Modi kindly on 
the back. AP

The nation’s largest 
wildfire has forced 

more than 1,500 people 
from their homes and ca-
bins in a southern Utah 
mountain area home to 
a ski town and popular 
fishing lake.

Firefighters battled high 
winds as they fought a 
fire that has grown to 72 
square miles 184 square 
kilometers and burned 13 
homes — larger than any 
other fire in the country 
now, state emergency ma-
nagers said.

Some flames reached 100 
feet high, while fire crews 
faced dry, windy condi-

tions yesterday and a “high 
potential” for extreme fire 
behavior, officials said.

The estimated firefigh-
ting costs now top USD7 
million for a fire started 
June 17 near the Brian 
Head Resort by someone 
using a torch tool to burn 
weeds, they said. Inves-
tigators said they know 
who the culprit is, but they 
haven’t yet released the 
person’s identity or what 
charges will be leveled.

Crews in California, 
meanwhile, had to deal 
with two new powerful 
and fast-growing fires, and 
Arizona firefighters had to 

ground aircraft because of 
unauthorized drones over 
a fire near Flagstaff.

The Utah fire began near 
the ski resort town of Brian 
Head, generally known for 
weekend getaway homes 
for Las Vegas residents. It 
has spread several miles 
east to an area around 
Panguitch Lake, a popular 
spot for fishing.

Authorities ordered 
more evacuations Mon-
day in a sparsely popula-
ted area as stronger winds 
and lower humidity de-
velop that could push fire 
growth north after calmer 
weather kept its growth in 

check over the weekend. 
The fire is about 10 per-
cent contained.

About 175 people have 
been briefly allowed back 
to their homes near Pan-
guitch Lake since Sunday 
under escort, said Denise 
Dastrup with the Garfield 
County Sheriff’s Office.

Randi Powell said her 
grandfather is hoping to 
get up to see his cabin on 
Tuesday. Powell said it has 
been an “emotional roller 
coaster” for her and her 
grandparents, who live 
part of the year at a cabin 
near the fire. Powell said 
she and her sister helped 

grab family heirlooms, 
pictures and important 
documents last Thursday 
when her grandparents 
had to evacuate on short 
notice.

Powell is relying on so-
cial media updates from 
friends and others who 
live or have homes in the 
area. So far, it appears her 
grandparents’ 5-bedroom 

cabin, built about 60 years 
ago, is still intact, she said. 
But that hasn’t stopped 
them from worrying.

“There will be uncertain-
ty until you get up there 
and walk through it,” said 
Powell, 32, who lives about 
one hour away in Cedar 
City. “Until it’s totally out, 
you won’t know if you’ll be 
OK.” AP

InDIA-uS

Modi meets Trump with his 
usual greeting - bear hugs

uS

Utah wildfire grows as two 
powerful California blazes spread

 Trump 
appeared 
stiff and 
uncomfortable 
with the first 
hug, smiling 
thinly and 
patting Modi on 
the back
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

A Glimpse of mAcAu - BlAck And White 
photoGrAphs By JAson lei
time: 2pm - 7pm
until: July 22, 2017
Venue: Creative Macau (G/F Macau Cultural Centre 
Building)
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2875 3282
  
deBris - Works By AlexAndre fArto AkA 
Vhils
time: 10am-7pm
until: November 5, 2017
Venue: Navy Yard No. 1
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8399 6699
 
nocturne - solo exhiBition By filipe dores
time: 12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
        3pm-8pm (Mondays)
until: July 9, 2017
Venue: Albergue SCM
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2836 1601
 
more thAn Just text - exhiBition of Book 
lAyout And desiGn Works By JoAquim 
cheonG And students
time: 9am-10pm
until: June 30, 2017
Venue: Gallery at team building, IFT, Colina de 
Mong ha
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2856 1252
 
BrAnd story - pop-up shop
time: 10am-8pm
until: october 1, 2017
Venue: Macau Fashion Gallery
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2835 3341
 
ABstrAct pAintinGs from the mAm 
collection
time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, closed 
on Mondays)
until: September 17, 2017
Venue: Macau Art Museum
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814
 

this day in history

The Transportation 
Security Administra-
tion says a 20-pound 
(9-kilogram) live lobster 
has been spotted in a 
passenger’s luggage at 
Boston’s Logan Inter-
national Airport.

TSA spokesman Mi-
chael McCarthy says 
the lobster found Sun-
day in the passenger’s 
checked luggage at the 
airport’s Terminal C is 
the “largest” he’s ever 
seen.

McCarthy says the 
TSA doesn’t prohibit 
transporting lobsters. 
The TSA website says a 

live lobster is allowed through security but must be transported 
in a “clear, plastic, spill-proof container.”

McCarthy says the lobster was in a cooler and “cooperated 
quite nicely with the screening process.”

He shared a picture of a TSA agent holding up the crustacean 
on social media.

 Offbeat
20-pound live lobster found in 
luggage at boston airport

The United States has handed power back to the Iraqi 
people at a low-key ceremony in Baghdad.

US administrator Paul Bremer transferred sovereignty 
to an Iraqi judge at a handover brought forward two days 
in an attempt to prevent the occasion being marked by 
bloodshed.

Mr Bremer flew out of the country shortly after. His de-
parture ends 15 months of US control in Iraq.

Iraq’s interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, who attended 
the handover in the city’s heavily-guarded “Green Zone”, 
said it was an “historic day” for Iraq.

Mr Allawi’s cabinet were sworn in at a later ceremony, 
also held in secret.

The new prime minister made a televised address after 
formally taking office.

He told Iraqis: “I call on our people to stand united to 
expel the foreign terrorists who are killing our children and 
destroying our country.”

Although power is back in Iraqi hands, US President 
George Bush said American troops would remain in the 
country as long as they were needed.

The president added that US presence would also be 
at the request of the newly-formed interim government.

Mr Bremer defended his country’s reasons for being in 
Iraq, referring to recently discovered graves where thou-
sands victims of Saddam Hussein’s regime are believed 
to be buried.

The former Coalition Provisional Authority administrator 
said: “Anybody who has any doubt about whether Iraq is 
a better place today than it was 14 months ago should go 
down and see the mass graves in Hilla.

“Anybody who has seen those things that I have will 
know that Iraq is a much better place.”

The power handover was welcomed by world leaders. 
The European Union and Nato alliance both pledged their 
support for Mr Allawi’s government.

Mr Bush and Mr Blair were apparently the only leaders 
at the current Nato summit who knew the transfer of so-
vereignty would take place early.

The news was revealed by Iraqi foreign minister Hoshyar 
Zebari, speaking after talks with the UK prime minister.

 
courtesy BBc news

2004 us transfers power 
  back to iraq

in context
Bringing the handover forward and holding it in secret meant the 
transfer of power was not marked by attacks by insurgents.
But frequent attacks on US and UK forces as well as on Iraqi civil-
ians have continued to take place in the country.
Neither the US nor Britain have yet committed to a date when 
troops will be removed.
Iraq held its first multi-party elections in 50 years in January 2005. 
An interim democratically elected government was sworn in on 3 
May 2005 with Shia Ibrahim Jaafari as prime minister.
But finding an acceptable balance of power in the government be-
tween Iraq’s national groups has proved difficult.
In December 2005 Iraqis voted for the first full-term government 
since the American-led invasion.
In January 2006 the Shia-led United Iraqi Alliance emerged as 
winners of the elections but without an absolute majority.
After four months of deadlock, President Talabani asked Shia com-
promise candidate Jawad al-Maliki to form a new government.

cineteatro
22-29 Jun 

TranSforMerS: The laST kniGhT
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Michael bay
Starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh Duhamel    
language: english 
Duration: 148min

reSiDenT evil: venDeTTa
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:45pm
Director: Takanori Tsujimoto
Starring:  orion acaba, erin cahill, Darin De Paul    
language: english (chinese)
Duration: 93min

a faMily Man
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director:  Mark williams 
Starring:    alison brie, Gerard butler, willem Dafoe   
language: english
Duration: 118min

macau tower
22 Jun - 5 Jul

TranSforMerS: The laST kniGhT
room 1
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Michael bay
Starring:  Mark wahlberg, anthony hopkins, Josh Duhamel    
language: english 
Duration: 148min

13:00
13:30
14:50
17:40
18:20
19:10
19:40
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:20
22:55
00:45
01:20
03:45

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
RTPi Live    
Revenge Sr 2    
Now Generation (Repeated)    
TDM Interview (Repeated)
Soap opera    
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Non-Daily Portuguese News   
Now Generation    
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
Miscellaneous
RTPi Live
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U.S. administrator Paul Bremer hands over sovereignty to Iraqi 
Interim Government In Baghdad
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acroSS: 1- Energy units; 5- Neighbor of Sask.; 9- Class of Indian society; 14- Half-
moon tide; 15- Name of Isaac’s eldest son in the Bible; 16- Potpourris; 17- Morse 
messages; 19- Suckle; 20- Leave empty; 21- High points; 22- Withstands; 23- Let’s 
go!; 24- Suffix with Capri; 25- Ice river; 28- Additional pay; 31- Had in mind; 32- 
Father; 34- Concludes; 35- The brainy bunch; 36- Treater’s words; 37- Afternoon 
social; 38- Greek fabulist; 39- Snares; 40- Japanese art of arranging flowers; 42- 
Louis Quatorze, e.g.; 43- Short letter; 44- Bantu language; 48- Diary bit; 50- Guard; 
51- Distinguishing characteristic; 52- Process of forming conclusions; 53- African 
language group; 54- River in central Switzerland; 55- “Betsy’s Wedding” star; 56- 
Remains; 57- Hostelries; 58- ___ majesty;
 
Down: 1- Go into; 2- Actor Christopher; 3- Festive occasions; 4- Not genuine; 
5- Add fizz; 6- Atty.-to-be exams; 7- Domesticate; 8- Hung. neighbor; 9- Contrive; 
10- Reunion attendees; 11- Beget; 12- 
Throw; 13- Legal ending; 18- Sudden 
bursts of wind; 21- Appliance brand; 23- 
Fastener; 25- Columbus’s birthplace; 26- 
Poet ___ St. Vincent Millay; 27- Freeway 
access; 28- You ____! Sure!; 29- That’s 
___ haven’t heard; 30- Mont. neighbor; 31- 
Intervening, in law; 33- ___ Moines; 35- Full 
of substance; 36- Novel; 38- Miscarriage; 
39- Scout master?; 41- Being; 42- Salon 
jobs; 44- Get to know; 45- old-womanish; 
46- Makes a loan; 47- Pond scum; 48- Part 
of QED; 49- Grandma; 50- Actor Penn; 
51- Atlanta-based cable channel; 52- Thor 
Heyerdahl craft; 

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEfUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
commission against 
corruption (ccac) 28326 300
iacM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max conDiTion

china

worlD

12
17
15
15
14

cloudy/clear
drizzle
drizzle
drizzle

cloudy/clear

22
22
25
19
24
13
21
22
16
23
23
23
21
26
28
28

34
32
35
30
36
23
29
33
23
30
28
30
27
34
34
33

22
25
26
21
25

cloudy
clear

cloudy
clear
clear

shower
cloudy/overcast

cloudy
drizzle

cloudy/thundershower
cloudy/drizzle

cloudy/shower
cloudy/shower

overcast
cloudy/thundershower

cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A certain higher-up has been on 
your case pretty hard lately, so 
you’ve been toeing the line, doing 
everything just right, and forcing 
yourself to even work a bit of 
overtime.

April 20-May 20
It doesn’t matter who delivers 
the offer or how reputable 
they seem to be. You still need 
to remember one thing: If it 
sounds too good to be true, it 
probably is

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
This is the perfect astrological 
weather for being you. And you 
know just how to celebrate, 
don’t you? Throw an impromptu 
gathering of chatty, interesting 
friends.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The stars are in charge of your 
emotions right now, and they’re 
currently persuading you to 
hibernate. So it won’t be surprising 
to find you in the mood for nothing 
more than staying in.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
In the mood for some last-minute 
change? Well, when aren’t you? 
Your fiery, impulsive personality 
makes an eleventh-hour turnaround 
the most irresistible thing on the 
planet.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The pace of your life has picked up 
considerably -- and there’s no end 
in sight. Fortunately, it’s exactly 
the kind of change you’ve been 
hoping for, and you’re ready to 
throw a huge fete to celebrate it.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Suddenly in the mood to see a 
distant shore or faraway lands? Not 
having any luck finding someone 
who’s brave enough just to drop 
everything and go along with you? 
Then go alone.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If you’re having financial problems, 
there may be one solution you hadn’t 
yet thought of yet. What about 
consulting with a family member? At 
least one person is out there you’ve 
bailed out in the past.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The good news is that what you come 
up with over the next few days will 
border on genius. Don’t go anywhere 
without paper and pencil -- and no 
matter how outrageous the idea seems, 
jot it down.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’ve really been itching for a 
change for a long time. So if a 
higher-up comes to you with what 
seems like a totally unexpected 
schedule shift, think for a second. 
Weren’t you really begging for this?

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re in the mood to sit and 
talk, to break bread with dear 
ones and have some serious 
fun. That’s a good thing because 
they’ll be in a similar frame of 
mind.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Long-distance friends and lovers 
will be on your mind and in your 
heart, and you may even be moved 
to get dressed and hit the road. That 
goes double if you have something 
to celebrate just a few days away!

  Aquarius Pisces
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Chile’s Alexis Sanchez

Manny Pacquiao

Thursday, 2:00am 
Portugal v Chile 
H 2.5, D 3.3, A 3.2

Chile thinks trans-
fer speculation arou-
nd Alexis Sanchez will 
drive him to play even 

better against Portugal in the 
Confederations Cup semifinals.

Sanchez has been linked with 
a move away from Arsenal and, 
far from distracting him, Chile 
teammate Marcelo Diaz said 
“he will be able to keep deve-
loping during this summer and 
I think that his personal situa-
tion will help him grow.”

Coach Juan Antonio Pizzi su-
ggested the demand for San-
chez is a boost to his self-es-
teem, saying “we suppose he is 
very happy because he is going 
through a very special situation 
and I think everybody wou-
ld like to be in this situation 
because the best clubs in the 
world want to have him in their 
squads.”

Diaz suggested Cristiano Ro-
naldo has single-handedly pro-
pelled Portugal into the semi-
finals, and shutting him down 
will be Chile’s top defensive 
priority.

“He played an amazing season 
in Spain and I think he is playing 
here with the same strength. 
That’s the reason why they are 
also in the semifinal tomorrow,” 
he said. “We’ll try to stop him 
and reduce the space he has to 
move in [...] try to avoid that he 
gets the ball and scores.”

Ronaldo remains the central 
threat for his team after scoring 

twice in the tournament, but 
Portugal have a wealth of crea-
tive talent available to support 
him.

Amitai Winehouse of the Mai-
lOnline reported burgeoning 
talent Bernardo Silva missed 
training ahead of the last-four 
game after picking up a knock.

Silva has impressed for the 
Portuguese during their time 
in Russia, and it is clear he 
could develop into major star 
for Manchester City after sig-
ning for the Premier League 
side from Monaco.

Chile appeared quiet against 
the Socceroos in their final 
group match, but they produ-
ced a solid second-half perfor-
mance to qualify.

The form of Sanchez will be 
key against the Portuguese 
unit, and his ability to penetra-
te the defence could decide the 
outcome.

Per Winehouse, Portugal mid-
fielder Pizzi is wary of the explo-
sive capabilities of their oppo-
nents.

“Chile are one of the favori-
tes,” Pizzi said. “They’ve players 
of great quality playing in big 
clubs worldwide, but our goal is 
to play the final.”

The two sides are evenly mat-

ched ahead of the semi-final in 
Kazan, but the individual con-
tributions of Ronaldo and San-
chez will likely be telling at the 
final whistle.

Today’s semifinal in Kazan 
brings together two teams 
playing better than ever. Nei-

ther had won a major trophy 
until 2015 — but Chile now has 
two Copa Americas, while Por-
tugal became European cham-
pion last year.

It also reunites Pizzi with Por-
tugal coach Fernando Santos, 
17 years after he was a forward 

for Santos’ Porto side.
“He deserves our utmost res-

pect, his experience is incredi-
ble and I think everybody who 
knows football respects him,” 
Pizzi said of Santos. “He is great 
for Portuguese football.”
MDT/ Agencies / oddschecker.com

FReddie Roach is 
ready to narrow down 

Manny Pacquiao’s op-
tions following the WBO 
welterweight cham-
pionship fight against 
Jeff Horn: Think about 
another shot at Floyd 
Mayweather, or think 
about retirement.

The 11-time world 
champion is putting 
his WBO belt on the 
line Sunday against the 
29-year-old Australian, 
a school teacher who is 
in the biggest bout of his 
professional career.

“Manny is in a must- 
win situation. He wants 
a rematch with Maywea-
ther,” Roach said yester-
day at a gym next door 
to the Suncorp Stadium, 
where a 50,000-plus 
crowd is expected for the 
“Battle of Brisbane.”

“With Mayweather you 
have to look good against 
an opponent, you have to 
be impressive.”

Roach has been a long-
time trainer for the mul-
tiple world champion, 
and reckons the 38-year- 
old Pacquiao should have 
a few more big wins in 

him.
“If he struggles in this 

fight, it could be over,” 
Roach said.

Asked specifically what 
the fallout would be if 

Horn (16-0-1, 11 kno-
ckouts) somehow won, 
Roach said “depending 
on how he lost, I would 
probably encourage him 
to retire.”

Not that he’s expec-
ting Pacquiao (59-6-2, 
38 knockouts) to strug-
gle. Roach said training 
has consisted of 50 rou-
nds on some days and 
the preparation — after 
a slow start — has been 
very intense.

“I expect Manny’s best 
in this fight. I am looking 
for a big win here,” Roa-
ch said. “We want to go 
on to bigger and better 
things.”

Pacquiao lost the 2015 
mega fight to Maywea-
ther but has rebounded 
to beat Tim Bradley and 
Jessie Vargas on points 
since then. He wants ano-
ther shot at Mayweather.

“If there’s a chance, why 
not? I’m willing,” Pac-
quiao said of a potential 
rematch with Maywea-
ther, who has visited 
Roach’s gym a couple of 
times — though not to 
discuss business. “But 
let’s focus first for this 
fight. We don’t want to 
underestimate [...] Horn, 
thinking about another 
fight. This fight is not 
done yet.

“I know my body. I’m 
ready. I’m not underes-

timating [Horn]. I’m not 
taking him lightly. I’m 
working hard.”

Horn turned pro in 
2013, the year after rea-
ching the Olympic quar-
terfinals in London, and 
has faced 10 top-15 rated 
boxers in his 17 profes-
sional bouts. He hasn’t 
faced anyone of the cali-
ber of Pacquiao, though.

The Pacquiao camp is 
expecting Horn to come 
out aggressively in front 
of his home crowd, and 
so the preparation has 
been tailored to that.

A world champion in 
eight divisions, and now 
a senator in the Philippi-
nes, Pacquiao can still 
remember the feelings he 
had ahead of his first big-
time bout and is treading 
carefully because of that.

“That’s why we did a lot 
for this training camp,” 
Pacquiao said. “I know 
what he’s feeling — being 
there, being the under-
dog.”

It won’t mean he’ll take 
it any easier in the ring.

“All I can say is, it’s 
good he’s a teacher,” Pac-
quiao said. “I’m a teacher 
in the ring.” AP

FOOTBALL | COnFeDeRATIOnS CuP

Transfer talk makes 
Sanchez better, Chile hopes

BOxInG | THe BATTLe OF BRISBAne

Pacquiao going big, or going bust
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Merkel ally becoMes governor of 
Most populous gerMan state 

A senior member of Chancellor Angela Merkel’s 
conservative party has been elected governor of 
Germany’s most populous state following an elec-
tion last month that produced an unexpected cen-
ter-right majority.

Armin Laschet, a liberal-minded deputy leader of 
Merkel’s Christian Democrats, succeeds Hannelore 
Kraft of the center-left Social Democrats as gover-
nor of North Rhine-Westphalia.

The state legislature in Duesseldorf elected Las-
chet yesterday. The new governor’s coalition with 
the pro-business Free Democrats has a one-seat 
majority.

North Rhine-Westphalia is a traditional center- 
left stronghold. Last month’s result raised hopes 
among some conservatives of a center-right come-
back in a national election Sept. 24, in which Merkel 
is seeking a fourth term.

10-30
Good

15-35
Good

opinion

HigH returns don’t run in tHe 
family for asia’s empires

Three of Asia’s wealthiest tycoons are stepping 
down from the empires they built, and investors 
shouldn’t assume their scions will carry the torch 
as effectively.

Gaming magnate Stanley Ho retired as chair-
man of Shun Tak Holdings Ltd. on Monday, en-
ding a lifelong mission to build what was once 
Asia’s largest casino operator. Billionaire Shin 
Kyuk-ho stepped down from Lotte Group, the 
chewing gum maker he transformed into one 
of South Korea’s top conglomerates. And Li Ka
-shing stirred the region after the Wall Street 
Journal said Hong Kong’s richest man would re-
tire as chairman of flagship CK Hutchison Holdin-
gs Ltd. by next year.

Children of all three founders are set to take 
over the family businesses.

The story of Asia’s ascent can’t be told without 
tycoons like Li, Ho and Shin, who built skyscra-
pers, ports and manufacturing hubs, often from 
scratch. First-mover advantage and strong politi-
cal connections helped them consolidate power 
and build wealth in tandem with the region’s ri-
sing economic fortunes. Many investors, inclu-
ding institutions, have been loyal to these com-
panies out of patriotism or sentimentality.

Yet, there’s little evidence the second gene-
ration can keep their parents’ businesses flou-
rishing.

One study of more than 200 family-owned busi-
nesses in Hong Kong, Singapore and Taiwan fou-
nd that, on average, a shareholder who invested 
USD100 in a Chinese firm five years before the 
founder’s departure would be left with an average 
$44 at the succession, according to Joseph Fan, 
co-director of the Institute of Economics and Fi-
nance at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. 
Following the succession, that lost value is rarely 
recovered.  

Perhaps the biggest factor in value erosion 
can’t be analyzed from balance sheets.

Intangible assets, such as political connections 
and tightly intertwined networks, can disappear 
among a progeny that’s typically Western-edu-
cated and less used to traditional ways. And the 
challenge of defending dominance in an increa-
singly competitive global environment is very di-
fferent from building something out of nothing.

Take Stanley Ho, who formed his Macau- based 
gambling empire with the help of a four-decade 
government monopoly in 1962. The island was 
closed to foreign gaming companies until 2002. 
His successor, daughter Pansy Ho, won’t enjoy 
the same monopolistic perks.

As markets in Hong Kong and China matured, 
Li Ka-shing, too, shifted much of his business 
elsewhere. His American-educated son and suc-
cessor, Victor Li, is more adept at striking deals 
and managing assets in developed markets, 
where his Stanford University degree can serve 
him better.

In a study of 70 M&A transactions led by the 
younger Li between 2003 and 2013, another 
study by Fan found that shares in Li Ka- shing’s 
flagship businesses rose 1 percent to 3 percent 
following deals announced by Victor in develo-
ped markets like the U.K. or Canada. By contrast, 
they fell by 1 percent to 2 percent following deals 
in emerging markets including China and India.

Finally, the asset-heavy businesses like shi-
pping and telecom that shaped the fortunes of 
the old guard are falling out of favor with investors 
drawn to the so-called new economy: technology, 
biotech and renewable energy. And entrepreneu-
rial flair isn’t hereditary.

Asia Views
Shelly Banjo, Bloomberg

inDia Prime Minister 
narendra Modi has met 
his Dutch counterpart 
during a brief stop 
in the netherlands, 
pledging to discuss 
closer links between 
the two countries.
More on p15

iran’s president 
Hassan Rouhani has 
told the Qatari emir that 
the “siege of Qatar is 
not acceptable for us,” 
according to the office 
of the presidency’s 
website.

Turkey’s military says 
10 Kurdish militants 
have been killed in 
aerial operation in 
southeast Turkey. Three 
soldiers meanwhile, 
died in an attack by 
suspected Kurdish 
insurgents.

roMania Border 
police have found 91 
migrants from Iraq 
and Syria hidden in 
a truck transporting 
auto parts. They told 
police they were trying 
to reach the visa-
free Schengen travel 
zone. The driver told 
Romanian authorities 
he did not know about 
the migrants.

GerMany A group of 
Berlin police officers 
helping with security 
ahead of next week’s 
Group of 20 summit 
in Hamburg has been 
sent home after some 
reportedly partied 
excessively at the 
barracks where they 
were staying.

brazil In a scathing 
64-page indictment, 
Brazil’s top prosecutor 
described a scheming, 
arrogant and corrupt 
President Michel Temer 
who lined his pockets 
with illegal money 
while showing little 
regard for the office he 
represented.

Days after Netflix Inc. 
made its China debut 

via a content licensing 
deal with the country’s 
biggest streaming service 
iQiyi, one of its original 
comedy series was remo-
ved from the site.

All three episodes of the 
animated comedy “Bo-
Jack Horseman,” which 
debuted on June 19, were 
taken off the streaming 
site, iQiyi said in an emai-
led response to Bloom-
berg queries yesterday. 
“Adjustments need to 
be made to the content,” 
iQiyi said, without elabo-
rating. Netflix couldn’t 
immediately be reached 
for comment outside of 
regular business hours.

Last week’s removal of 
“BoJack Horseman” - a 
popular dark comedy cen-
tering on a washed up half- 
man, half-horse sitcom 
actor - is a setback to Net-
flix’s entry into China, one 
of the few countries it had 
yet to penetrate. 

China’s media regulator 
censors content broadcast 
on the Internet and has 
previously ordered strea-
ming sites to take down 
some imported shows. In 
2014, several TV dramas 
including Warner Bros. 
Entertainment Inc.’s “The 

Big Bang Theory,” were 
taken off the air.

Netflix’s deal with iQiyi 
also covers television dra-
mas, documentaries and 
variety shows. The docu-
mentary “Making a Mur-
derer” and “Chef’s Tab-
le” series, both of which 
were released this month, 
were available on iQiyi as 
of yesterday. Netflix and 
iQiyi also said they aim 
to release “Mindhunter” 
and the second season of 
“Stranger Things” simul-
taneously, according to a 
separate iQiyi statement.

Last week, China’s State 
Administration of Press, 
Publication Radio, Film 
and Television ordered 
services including Weibo, 

China’s Twitter, to stop 
broadcasting what it said 
was negative commentary 
in violation of government 
regulations.

Yang Xianghua, senior 
vice president of iQiyi, 
said in an interview in 
Shanghai last week, before 
“BoJack Horseman” was 
pulled, that in order to 
get content released con-
currently in China, Netflix 
would need to leave enou-
gh lead time for Chinese 
authorities to censor the 
shows.

“The approval process is 
a bit long in China, takes 
at least a month,” said 
Yang, who headed iQiyi’s 
licensing negotiations 
with Netflix. Bloomberg

Netflix’s ‘BoJack 
Horseman’ pulled off 
China site after two days

Xi Jinping (center), accompanied by the current Hong Kong chief executive CY Leung (right, front) and the next 
HKSAR chief executive Carrie Lam (left) visits an exhibition profiling the achievements made since the 1997 

handover on Monday in Beijing. 
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Video still shot taken from Macau’s Netflix broadcast 


