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royal dragon casino 
opens

fintech industry 
growth 

Chan Meng Kam’s new 
addition to the local gaming 
industry opened with 20 
relocated tables

Chinese companies remain 
the driving force behind the 
continuous growth of the 
financial technology industry  P2

free press, 
however 
constraints 
remain

 P12

Former Thai Prime Minister sentenced 
in absentia to 5 years in prison

IRAQ The Kurdish 
referendum on 
independence from 
Iraq was approved by 
more than 92 percent 
of voters, officials 
said yesterday, as 
Iraq’s prime minister 
vowed to keep his 
country united without 
resorting to the use 
of force. Even with 
the strong support, 
the non-binding vote 
is unlikely to lead to 
formal independence. 
Virtually the entire 
international 
community is opposed 
to any redrawing of 
the map. More on p13

PHILIPPINES 
President Rodrigo 
Duterte respects a 
reported investigation 
into allegations that 
he has undeclared 
wealth hidden in 
bank accounts, his 
spokesman said 
yesterday, adding “the 
president has nothing to 
hide.”

BANGLADESH At least 
163 people have been 
killed and 91 others 
have gone missing over 
the past year in attacks 
carried out by Rohingya 
Muslim militants in 
Myanmar’s restive 
Rakhine state, Myanmar 
government officials 
claimed.

SRI LANKA A group 
led by Buddhist monks 
mobbed a United 
Nations-run safe house 
for Rohingya Muslims, 
claiming that they 
were terrorists and 
demanding they be 
sent back to Myanmar, 
prompting police to 
relocate them.
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appointed lawmakers
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The great thing 
about Fintech 
in a lot of areas 
is that it’s so 
much easier 
for people with 
low-income 
levels to be 
involved.
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Lynzy Valles

CHINESE tech companies 
remain the driving force 

behind the continuous growth of 
the financial technology (FinTe-
ch) industry, says Head Content 
Strategist (Asia Pacific) of Nex-
Change, Andrew Work.

With the emerging popularity 
of alternative Chinese payment 
methods through non-bank fir-
ms such as Alibaba’s WePay and 
Tencent’s Tenpay, even giant 
banking institutions have been 
threatened by the increasing use 
of these methods, particularly in 
China.

Recent figures from JPMorgan 
Chase show that its QuickPay 
processes 94 million payments 
every year, but Tencent proces-
sed 46 billion payments in just 
five days during the last Lunar 
New Year.

In contrast, as the user base of 
alternative payment methods 
in China grows, American tech 
giants are just beginning to tip-
toe into FinTech.

Speaking at the French Macau 
Business Association (FMBA) 
talk, Andrew Work described 
the move as a defensive one as 
these American companies are 
seeing Chinese tech giants ready 
to take their businesses outside 
their country while American fir-
ms are not ready to compete with 
these entities.

“Chinese tech companies went 
to finance big time and they’re 
doing a fantastic job. They’re 
competing heavily with each 
other and a lot of this is because 
of the use of a leapfrogging te-
chnique,” Work explained.

Significant populations in Chi-
na were inadequately served by 
financial institutions compared 
to individuals in Western so-
cieties, creating an increased 

market for mobile finance and 
consumer-driven FinTech.

Currently, there is still a mas-
sive drive in China to invest in 
technology, as exemplified by 
the moves of Chinese insurance 
titan Ping An, who was awarded 
a USD40 billion venture fund to 
become one of China’s top tech 
companies – along with Alibaba, 
Tencent and Baidu.

“[These firms are] reinvesting 
everything in Artificial Intelli-
gence, Internet of Things, insu-
rance [and such]. It’s a stunning 
amount of money that they want 
to deploy to become a technology 
company,” the expert shared.

Although Chinese tech giants 
are the leaders in the FinTech in-
dustry, there is ongoing debates 
as to whether China has an ad-
vantage in this sector.

Chinese firms are better able to 
coordinate with government po-
licies, financial institutions and 
technology companies, whereas 
in America’s adversarial system, 
regulators and regulations may 

have deterred American com-
panies from entering the sector.

“They see that financial institu-
tions are constantly at war with 
regulators and getting hamme-
red with giant fines. They don’t 
want to have to go there and deal 
with that because they see it as a 
big risk,” the expert explained.

“In China, tech companies work 
closely with the government and 
the government recognizes the 
power of these companies in 
terms of collecting data, so they 
collect financial data on people. 
The motivation is different,” he 
added.

With the growing number of 
Chinese tourists, tourist ho-
tspots regions such as the US 
or Europe also accommodate 
payments made through mobi-
le apps such as WePay or Ali-
pay.

The travel industry has also 
significantly benefited from Fin-
Tech, enabling them to instantly 
transact online, along with the 
availability of insurance which 
can be made through ATMs, par-
ticularly in Hong Kong Interna-
tional Airport. 

Meanwhile, as banks remain a 
tough competitor against popu-
lar Chinese payment apps, the 
expert said that the transition 
of conservative financial institu-
tions to FinTech is slow. Howe-

ver, Work noted that some insti-
tutions have already established 
standards of innovation.

“It’s like watching a large ship 
turn itself in a different direc-
tion, it’s slow.

But once it gets going, they’re 
going to go [all out],” he said. 

These institutions deploy old 
technologies but will also invest 
in the next technological wave, 
whether it is in AI, robot advi-
sers, and related innovations, 
and will start to put capital into 
quantum computing. 

Regarding cryptocurrency, 
Work noted that regulators in 
Singapore, Hong Kong and the 
US have pushed people into the 
token sale model.

The expert said that traditional 
finance institutions, as represen-
ted by banks, regulators, and the 
government, have become inac-
cessible for people seeking to 
invest or participate in an initial 
public offering (IPO).

There are high fees associated 
with banking, along with tou-
gher regulations, thus Work no-
ted that investors are turning to 
alternative forms of investment 
such as cryptocurrency – which 
require little capital.

 “The great thing about FinTe-
ch in a lot of areas is that it’s so 
much easier for people with low- 
income levels to be involved,” he 
said.

 Using equity crowd funding 
as an example, he continued, 
“I don’t need to have a large 
amount to invest but I can get 
in the game. In traditional fi-
nance, you can’t do that,” Work 
added.

Although cryptocurrency 
investors do not need a large 
amount of capital, these in-
vestors do need to acquire a 
base level of technical know- 
how. 

A majority of cross- 
border couples pol-

led recently in Hong 
Kong have indicated that 
they are considering mo-
ving to other cities in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kon-
g-Macau Greater Bay 

Area, a Hong Kong-ba-
sed think tank told Xi-
nhua yesterday.

In a survey by the Hong 
Kong Ideas Center that 
covered over 800 people 
involved in marriages 
between residents of the 

Chinese mainland and 
the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region 
(HKSAR), 55 percent 
of the respondents said 
that they were consi-
dering moving to other 
“Greater Bay cities” such 

as Shenzhen because of 
relatively lower cost of 
living and bigger living 
space.

The Greater Bay Area 
will include the HKSAR, 
Macau, and nine cities 
in south China’s Guang-

dong Province, namely, 
Guangzhou, Shenzhen, 
Zhuhai, Dongguan, 
Huizhou, Zhongshan, 
Foshan, Zhaoqing and 
Jiangmen.

The survey also found 
that the number of Hong 
Kong women marrying 
with men from the main-
land has been growing 
over the past 20 years 
from 2,190 in 1997 to 
over 7,600 in 2016.

Over 70 percent of the 
respondents agreed that 

cross-border marriages 
“have a positive impact 
on the integration of the 
two places.”

The center’s executive 
director Anna Lai said 
she hoped the survey 
would help Hong Kong 
society realize the chan-
ge in social structure and 
the fact that “cross-bor-
der couples and their 
children have become 
important stake-holders 
in Hong Kong’s economy 
and society.” Xinhua

Tighter competition in FinTech industry

SURVEY

Cross-border couples in HK 
eye Greater Bay Area home

Andrew Work
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INSPECTORS from the 
Department of Sewerage 
and Urban Roads of the Ci-
vic and Municipal Affairs 

Bureau (IACM) have allegedly 
made things difficult for cons-
truction companies undertaking 
underground piping projects and 
have reportedly solicited advan-
tages from them. 

The Commission Against Cor-
ruption (CCAC) found that a ser-
ving inspector and a former ins-
pector of IACM allegedly commi-
tted a range of similar offences, 
including abuse of office, docu-
ment forgery, high-value fraud, 
abuse of trust, money laundering 
and intentionally making false 
declarations of assets. 

According to a statement issued 
by the CCAC, the cases have been 
referred to the Public Prosecu-
tions Office.

Applications for excavation per-
mits must be made to the IACM 
in advance in cases of trench 
excavations in public streets for 
infrastructure construction and 
pipe connections, whether they 
are to be carried out by private 
entities or public utility com-
panies.

The inspectors of the Division 
of Public Roads under the De-
partment of Sewerage and Urban 
Roads of the IACM are responsi-
ble for site supervision during 
excavation periods, in addition 
to handling project delays. 

According to the anti-graft wat-
chdog’s investigation, an inspec-
tor from the Division of Public 
Roads allegedly abused his su-
pervisory power to illegally ob-

tain advantages at a roadworks 
site. 

As such, the quality of roa-
dworks under his supervision 
could not be ensured, and extra 
time for the roadworks was arbi-
trarily granted, leading to repea-
ted schedule delays.

An IACM worker surnamed 
Kou was an inspector working 
under the trench excavations 
monitoring group.

Knowing that there would be 
contractors carrying out under-
ground piping works, Kou abu-
sed his inspectorate position by 
attempting to contact the con-
tractors and ask them to sub-
contract the works to his friend’s 
company. 

Kou also pretended to be the re-
presentative of his friend’s com-
pany and accepted the projects.

He sub-contracted the projec-
ts again to other companies for 
implementation at prices lower 
than that offered by the original 
contractors in order to obtain 
profit.

Once the fees from the con-
tractors were received, Kou kept 
the majority of the proceeds for 
himself and defaulted payments 
to the subcontracting companies 
which were carrying out the 
works. 

Kou also forged his friend’s 
company chop, quotation letters 
and invoices so that he could get 
the projects and receive paymen-
ts.

Kou has defrauded projects 
from several construction com-
panies by similar means in the 
past three years, which invol-
ved an amount of fraudulently 
obtained money approximating 
MOP550,000. He has allegedly 
committed abuse of office, docu-
ment forgery, high-value fraud 
and money laundering.

CCAC added that Kou abused 
his power by requesting the con-
tractors of piping works to sub-

contract them to the companies 
he introduced.

After receiving payment from 
the contractors, Kou obtained fi-
nancial advantage in the form of 
the contractual price difference, 
constituting the crimes of abuse 
of office and abuse of trust.

Moreover, using the excuse 
that he had successfully bid for 
a lunar New Year firecracker 
vending booth, Kou requested 
that owners of the piping works 
companies buy firecrackers and 
fireworks at a price higher than 
market value.

The owners who refused to 
make purchases were given 

a hard time and punished by 
Kou without valid reason the 
following year. 

From that point, they purcha-
sed firecrackers from Kou at a 
price set by him every year. Tho-
se who purchased firecrackers 
from Kou no longer experienced 
difficulties in sewage works for 
which they were responsible, 
and those projects were super-
vised with more relaxed stan-
dards. 

Such acts constituted an abuse 
of office, the CCAC reiterated.

The bureau found that that Kou 
has been addicted to gambling 
for a long time, having both a 
betting account in a lottery com-
pany and being a frequenter of 
slot parlors for gambling.

The CCAC also found that 
Wong, another inspector of the 
Division of Public Roads who re-
signed in February this year, for-
med a works company with his 
friends in the name of his elder 
brother when he was working for 
the IACM.

Taking advantage of his duty to 
supervise underground piping 
works, Wong obtained contracts 
of some piping projects through 
the company he controlled. Mo-
reover, he was still engaged in 
the supervision of the projects 
conducted by the company and 
relaxed the supervision stan-
dards so that the company could 
escape punishment despite seve-
ral irregularities in its works. 

Between 2014 and 2016, Wong 
was responsible for the super-
vision of more than 30 piping 
projects done by the company, 
which have also been found to 
constitute an abuse of office.

JOURNALIST and re-
searcher, Luís Andrade 

de Sá, died early yesterday 
(Macau time) in his bir-
thplace, Setúbal, from pro-
longed cancer illness. He 
was 58.

Born on the banks of the 
Sado River on December 31, 
1958, Andrade de Sá studied 
journalism at a Lisbon uni-
versity before starting his 
career in 1984. He worked 
in Macau from then until 
2000, and was part of the 
initial teams at TDM-TV, 
where he participated in 
several innovative shows at 
the newly-created TV sta-
tion, ultimately reaching an 
editor position. Sá left the 
local broadcaster in 1993 to 

join the now-extinct daily 
newspaper, Futuro de Ma-
cau. 

Luís Andrade de Sá was 
one of the most prolific 
Macau correspondents, 
working for O Público – 
one of the top newspapers 
in Portugal, penning hun-
dreds of features during 
the critical years of the late 
Transition Period until the 
handover on December 20, 
1999. 

Sá eventually moved to 
Lisbon in the early 2000s to 
become a staff journalist at 
the Lusa news agency whe-
re he held several positions 
over 17 years. He was the 
managing editor (chefe de 
redacção) of the Portuguese 

news agency between 2007 
and 2011, after returning 
from his first 2-year stint as 
Lusa chief correspondent in 
Maputo, Mozambique. He 
would then return in 2011 
to the former Portuguese 
colony in Africa for another 
three years at this job.

In 2014, Luís Sá decided 
to come back to “his” Ma-
cau – “the place I was once 
happy,” he told me – to join 
a new media project, the 
Plataforma bilingual news-
paper.

An avid reader, researcher, 
and writer, Luís Andrade de 
Sá penned several books 
on Macau’s contemporary 
history, most notably, “The 
Boys From Macau,” a pio-

neering insight into the Por-
tuguese/Macanese commu-
nity of Hong Kong and the 
Far East.

A traveler at heart, Sá’s 
first title to be published 
was “A História na Baga-
gem” (History in the Lugga-
ge), a prelude to his seminal 
works on Hotel Bela Vista 
and the history of aviation 
in Macau.

The journalist was hospi-
talized at a clinic in Setúbal 
in February after being 
diagnosed with cancer arou-
nd two years ago in Macau. 
Luís Andrade de Sá is sur-
vived by his children Daniel 
and Luísa, and his wife Isa-
dora Ataíde, who is also a 
journalist, and a scholar. PC

Former IACM inspectors 
allegedly abused their power

THE BOY FROM MACAU

Journalist, author Luís Andrade de Sá dies at 58

Luís Andrade de Sá in Macau (May 2015)

ccac probe follows audit report 
THE CCAC findings follow a report 
issued in May by the Commission 
of Audit (CA) criticizing the “Road 
Works Coordination Group.” The 
IACM president, José Tavares, re-
acted to the CA report revealing that 

“four inspectors who did not do their 
work carefully, back in the years of 
2014 and 2015, have already been 
removed from their positions.” He 
said that IACM had started discipli-
nary processes against them.
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WORLD Tourism Day was 
once more celebrated in 

Macau with various activities, 
from greeting the Lucky Tourist, 
to the traditional Tray Race and a 
celebratory dinner.

Macau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) officials arrived at 
the Outer Harbor Ferry Terminal 
this morning to present welcome 
souvenirs to the “Lucky Tourist” 
on World Tourism Day, while 
more souvenirs were distributed 
to visitors at MGTO’s Tourist In-
formation counters throughout 
the day. The “Lucky Tourists” this 
year were a married couple, sur-
named Arakawa, from Japan who 
are staying one night for their first 
vacation in Macau.

The celebrations followed by the 
traditional Tray Race. Organized 
by the Macau Government Tou-

rism Office (MGTO) as part of the 
day’s celebrations, the race  attrac-
ted a total of 160 participants who 
were categorized according to 
gender to represent over 20 local 
hotels and restaurants. The fastest 
tray racer was female – Wu Min Yi 
(Future Bright Group), while the 
winner of the male section was He 
Fuxing (Wynn Palace). Each re-
ceived prize money of MOP3,888. 
This year, the World Tourism Or-
ganization (UNWTO) announced 
the theme of World Tourism Day 
to be “Sustainable Tourism – a 
Tool for Development”. According 
to a statement by MGTO, “in Ma-
cau, tourism contributes not only 
as a powerful driver for moderate 
economic diversification but also 
as a major force that leads to im-
provement in the quality of local 
people’s lives.”

World Tourism Day celebrated 
with various activities 

THE Chief Executive (CE), 
Chui Sai On, has appointed 

seven members to the Legislative 
Assembly.

Only one of the lawmakers – 
Ma Chi Seng –remains from the 
seven he originally appointed by 
Chui back in 2013. Ma Chi Seng 
is the grandson of legendary en-
trepreneur Ma Man-kei, who is 
considered one of the most in-
fluential people in Macau.

Chu Sai On appointed three 
professors from Macau Uni-
versity – Davis Fong (Associate 
Professor in International Resort 
Management and Director of the 
Institute for the Study of Com-
mercial Gaming), Iau Ten Pio 
(Assistant Dean of Faculty of Law 
and Coordinator of the Bache-
lor of Law in Chinese Language 
Program), and Lao Chi Ngai (Re-
search Manager of the Centre for 
Macau Studies).

Chui also appointed Pang 
Chuan (Director of the Faculty 
of Hospitality and Tourism Ma-
nagement at the Macau Univer-
sity of Science and Technology), 
Chan Wa Keong (a lawyer) and 
Wu Chou Kit (a civil engineer).

No member of the Macanese 

community was appointed, al-
though there was speculation 
that such an appointment could 
occur following lawyer Leonel Al-
ves’ voluntary retirement. 

The Legislative Assembly is 
made up of 33 members, of 
whom 14 are directly elected, 12 
are indirectly elected, and seven 
are appointed.

Article Two of the Legislative 
Assembly Election Law prescri-
bes that the Chief Executive will 
appoint seven lawmakers via an 
executive order within 15 days 
upon receiving the vote audit of 
the Legislative Assembly election.

The new legislature, Macau’s 
sixth since 1999, will hold its first 
session on October 16.

Three UM scholars among 
seven appointed lawmakers 

The CE casts his vote for the legislative election 
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Renato Marques

BU S I N E S S M A N 
Chan Meng Kam’s 
new addition to the 
local gaming indus-

try - Royal Dragon Casino – 
opened late yesterday mor-
ning in the ZAPE area.

In addition to a small three- 
star hotel component, the 
casino began operations im-
mediately with players filling 
almost all of the at least 20 

gaming tables that were relo-
cated from other casinos ow-
ned by Chan. These include 
Casino Golden Dragon and 
other casinos under SJM 
Holdings, according to Chan 
at the opening ceremony.

During a visit to the ve-
nue yesterday, the Times 
noticed that the license 
holder (SJM Holdings) 
logo was widely present in 
the gaming room signage. 
Connected by a long escala-

tor and occupying two sepa-
rate areas in both the grou-
nd floor and upper floor, 
the casino area is able to 
hold up to 25 gaming tables. 
Regarding the final number 
of tables, the casino owner 
also said that adjustments 
would be done at a later sta-
ge, as the main goal was “to 
open first.”

Chan took the opportu-
nity to reveal that the total 
investment in the project 

has reached approximately 
MOP1.5 billion.

Despite the red-carpet 
opening ceremony and im-
mediate opening of the new 
gaming venue, the director 
of the Gaming Inspection, 
and Coordination Bureau 
(DICJ), Paulo Martins Chan, 
revealed at a press confe-
rence on Tuesday that the 
bureau has yet to finalize the 
grant of a license for the casi-
no to operate.

Unemployment rate 
remains at 2 percent 
 
The general unemployment rate for June-Au-
gust 2017 remained stable at 2 percent from the 
previous period (May-July 2017), according to 
the Statistics and Census Service (DSEC). The 
unemployment rate of residents was 2.7 percent, 
down by 0.1 percent. Meanwhile, the underem-
ployment rate was 0.5 percent, up by 0.1 percent. 
The total number of participants in the labor force 
was 392,100 and the labor force participation 
rate stood at 71.5 percent. Total employment 
was 384,200 while employed residents totaled 
283,800, up by 100 and 1,200 respectively from 
the previous period. The number of unemployed 
residents was 7,900, down by 100 from the previ-
ous period. 

Mainland, Macau 
negotiate CEPA upgrade
The negotiation between mainland China and 
Macau on comprehensively upgrading the 
Closer Economic Partnership Arrangements 
(CEPA) has entered its final stage, with an 
upgraded version expected to be signed at the 
end of this year. A meeting held on Tuesday 
between representatives from China’s Ministry 
of Commerce and the Economy and Finance 
of the local government to negotiate the terms 
and conditions of the upgraded version of 
CEPA, which includes two new agreements on 
investment as well as economic and technical 
cooperation. The mainland and Macau signed 
CEPA in 2003 to forge closer ties. In 2014 and 
2015, two new agreements were signed under 
the framework of CEPA to further liberalize 
trade in services.  

Royal Dragon Casino kicks 
off with 20 relocated tables
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Since the end 
of the survey 
period, we 
have witnessed 
several 
disturbing 
incidents.

JOSÉ CARLOS MATIAS
AIPIM PRESIDENT 

Daniel Beitler

THE vast majority of Portu-
guese- and English-speaking 

journalists in Macau consider 
the level of press freedom in the 
territory to be satisfactory, a new 
study released by the Macau Por-
tuguese and English Press Asso-
ciation (AIPIM) shows.

Some 80 percent of the survey 
respondents said that they thou-
ght freedom of the press was well 
established in the MSAR, though 
most of them also highlighted the 
existence of “[media] constraints 
induced by access to sources.” 
Less than 10 percent of respon-
dents said that freedom of the 
press did not exist in Macau.

The survey, which was distribu-
ted to non-Chinese media outle-
ts between July and November 
last year, asked respondents to 
answer six questions about free-
dom of the press, violations that 
they had personally experienced 
or heard about from others, and 
the ease of access to information 
from government sources.

A subsequent report was as-
sembled by Frederico Rato, José 
Manuel Simões and Rui Flores 
and presented yesterday at a 
press conference organized by 
AIPIM.

The report found that the major 
problem faced by the journalistic 
community in Macau is access to 
sources, particularly concerning 
“information that should be pu-
blic but is concealed.”

“As a Special Administrative 
Region of the People’s Republic 
of China, Macau seems not to 
be immune to a certain secretive 
culture, which has been entren-
ched in the way some public en-
tities perform their duties,” the 
authors of the report argued. 

The authors of the document 
point out the consequences of 
not disclosing or facilitating in a 
timely manner information to the 
press: “At the end of the day, the 
authorities don’t communicate 
‘only’ to and with the journalists. 
In truth, they communicate to the 
citizens through the journalists.”  

“The principle of an open and 
transparent public administra-
tion is not fully observed when 

answers to journalists’ questions 
take days or weeks or when au-
thorities turn a deaf ear on the 
reporters’ enquiries. To commu-
nicate by fax or email makes the 
whole procedure lengthy and the 
spontaneity of the reply is also a 
factor to be taken into account to 
assess the pertinence of the ques-
tions raised,” the report reads. 

Generally, however, journalists 
in Macau face few restrictions, 
the report indicates. The MSAR 
government does not attempt to 
limit access to the internet and 
there have been no reports of 
threats to the physical or ethical 
integrity of journalists.

Nevertheless, about 20 percent 
of the survey respondents recal-
led at least one instance of having 
their freedom of the press rights 
violated. Three of the nine res-
pondents that reported violations 
argued that “the unhindered ac-
cess to sources is an inherent part 
of freedom of the press,” accor-
ding to the AIPIM report.

As the surveys were distributed 
and completed last year, there is 
a striking absence of recent cases 
involving press interference by 
Macau immigration authorities 
and the Electoral Affairs Com-
mission for the Legislative As-
sembly election (CAEAL).

Since Typhoon Hato swept 
into the city on August 23, at 
least 15 Hong Kong journalists 
have been barred from entering 
Macau. The media personnel 
were reportedly traveling to the 
MSAR to either cover the after-

math of the typhoon or the Le-
gislative Assembly election on 
September 17.

The CAEAL was also the sub-
ject of widespread criticism after 
it forced Portuguese newspaper 
Plataforma Macau to pull an ar-

ticle during the election blackout 
period, when Legislative Assem-
bly candidates are forbidden from 
engaging in electoral propaganda.

“Since the end of the survey 
period, we have witnessed seve-
ral disturbing incidents,” AIPIM 

president José Carlos Matias 
said yesterday. “These are wor-
rying signals of course. […] We 
hope that the authorities will 
soon realize that to continue on 
this path is not only unfair, but 
also unwise.”

AIPIM: Portuguese, English journalists 
think freedom of press well established

Frederico Rato (right), José Carlos Matias (center) and José Manuel Simões

PORTUGUESE is not being 
given the respect it deserves 

as an official language of the 
Macau SAR, the president of 
the Macau Portuguese and En-
glish Press Association advan-
ced during yesterday’s press 
conference, and this is impai-
ring the ability of non-Chine-
se-speaking journalists to fully 
comprehend issues discussed 
in the legislative branch of go-
vernment.

Citing the claims of several 
journalists that not everything 
discussed in Legislative Assem-
bly meetings is being accurate-
ly translated from Chinese to 
Portuguese, the AIPIM report 
argued that language issues in 
Macau constrict access to in-
formation.

Macau’s two official langua-
ges are Chinese and Portugue-
se, and public sector entities 
– including the legislature - are 
required to provide informa-
tion in both.

However, on the basis of 
claims made by survey respon-
dents, the AIPIM report noted 
that “not everything stated in 
the discussions is translated, 
namely side remarks and vul-
garisms, which limits the capa-
city of journalists to unequivo-
cally understand the tone of the 
discourse.”

English, which does not hold 
the legal status of being an of-
ficial language but is widely 
spoken in Macau to varying de-

grees of proficiency, is also pro-
blematic, according to some 
journalists. 

“The ever-frequent use of En-
glish in communicating with 
journalists in a region where 
Chinese and Portuguese are 
the official languages is ano-
ther problem identified by me-
dia workers as not conducive to 
facilitating access to informa-
tion,” noted the report.

English is used more exten-
sively than Portuguese in the 
private sector, but it has also 
found a way to supplant the lat-
ter in the case of public conces-
sionaires such as utility com-
panies and gaming operators.

AIPIM president José Carlos 
Matias believes that the en-
croach of English and Portu-
guese in the territory does not 
represent a zero-sum game 
with respect to either langua-
ge. Speaking on behalf of the 
organization he heads, Matias 

argued that both deserve a pla-
ce in Macau.

“I don’t regard this as a zero-
sum game,” said Matias. “We 
never look at things as Por-
tuguese at the expense of En-
glish, or vice versa.”

“What we want, first of all, is 
for Portuguese to be fully res-
pected as an official language 
of the Macau SAR – because 
we all know that it’s not. So we 
are lobbying for that, especially 
in the different branches of 
power, but also for the public 
service concessions, which of-
ten fail to provide information 
in Portuguese.”

At the same time, Matias re-
cognizes a growing need for 
English in Macau.

“The share of the population 
who don’t speak Portuguese 
or Chinese is increasing by the 
day,” he said, “ and it is impor-
tant is to make them feel that 
they are part of Macau.” DB

Lost in translation

aipim: sample size was satisfactory 
THE REPORT is based on the 
responses of 44 non-Chinese-speak-
ing journalists in Macau, who were 
surveyed between July and Novem-
ber 2016. It is estimated that some 
70 to 80 journalists in Macau are 
employed by non-Chinese media, 
though a definitive number is not 
known. “Considering that it was 
carried out on a voluntary basis and 
taking into account that a sizeable 
share of the Portuguese- and Eng-
lish-speaking journalistic community 

took part in this survey, the answers 
are significant,” the report notes. 
However, the results are likely to be 
subject to a wide margin of error, due 
to the small number of respondents. 
AIPIM president José Carlos Matias 
said that he thinks 44 is enough to 
attain a “partial understanding” of 
how non-Chinese journalists regard 
freedom of the press in Macau. “We 
are satisfied with the level of partici-
pation, but of course we would like to 
see more,” he said.
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Alstom, Siemens forget 
high-speed-rail feud 
amid Asian onslaught
Christopher Jasper

ALSTOM SA’s merger 
with the train-making 
arm of Siemens AG 
will mark the end of 

a bitter rivalry as the European 
rail industry’s biggest adversa-
ries unite in an effort to fend off 
the challenge from China and 
Japan.

The ill-tempered contest be-
tween Alstom and Siemens has 
been a feature of the sector for 
decades and reached boiling 
point in 2011, when the pair en-
gaged in a public spat over the 
safety of competing high-speed 
models they were pitching to 
Channel Tunnel express opera-
tor Eurostar International Ltd.

Now the French and German 
companies are set to join forces 
in a business with 15 billion eu-
ros (USD18 billion) in combi-
ned sales as they seek to halt the 
advance of Asian giants inclu-
ding Beijing-based CRRC Corp. 
and Hitachi Ltd. of Japan. That 
seemed a very distant prospect 
at the height of the confronta-
tion over the 600 million-euro 
Channel Tunnel tender.

As the supplier of Eurostar’s 
original fleet, Alstom had see-
med to be in prime position to 
win the order with a modified 
version of its iconic TGV. Ins-
tead, the deal went to the Sie-
mens Velaro e320, prompting 
the French company to suggest 
that the multiple engines powe-
ring the German train would 

pose a serious fire risk in the 
confines of the 30-mile under-
sea tunnel.

Siemens emerged victorious 
after France accepted a ruling 
from the European Union’s rai-
l-safety body saying the Velaro 
presented no more of a danger 
than the TGV. The defeat in its 
home nation came as a body 
blow to Alstom, which had 
been regarded as rail royalty 
since the original Train à Gran-
de Vitesse snatched the world 
speed record from the Japanese 
Shinkansen in the 1980s.

While the TGV was still the 
fastest railed vehicle after a 
357.2 mile per hour run in 
2007, the loss confirmed the 
pressure facing Alstom not just 
in the shape of Siemens but also 
from increasingly export-orien-
ted Asian manufacturers and 
Canada’s Bombardier Inc., whi-
ch had become the largest wes-
tern train-maker following the 
2001 purchase of Daimler AG’s 
Germany-based Adtranz arm.

The critical move in propelling 
Alstom toward a tie-up with 
Siemens came with the sale of 
the French group’s power-ge-
neration business to General 
Electric Co. in 2015, according 
to Maria Leenen, chief executi-
ve officer of German rail consul-
tancy SCI Verkehr. While the 
French company gained GE’s 
signalling unit, giving it critical 
mass in one of the most profita-
ble areas of rail technology, the 
transaction ultimately left it wi-

thout the heft to fund expensive 
new train and engineering pro-
jects, Leenan told Bloomberg.

Though Alstom is of a similar 
size to the rail division of Mu-
nich-based Siemens, with an-
nual sales of more than 7 billion 
euros, the German business is 
part of a group that ranks as 
Europe’s largest manufacturer 
with almost 80 billion euros in 
revenue and a product range 
spanning power grids and bui-
lding controls to medical scan-
ners, washing machines and 
wind turbines.

Yet Siemens, too, had seen 
the writing on the wall as over-
capacity in Europe ate into 
rail margins, accentuated by 
the entry of Shinkansen part-
ner Hitachi, which established 
its global headquarters and a 

major factory in the U.K. after 
winning a 5.7 billion-pound 
($7.7 billion) express-train con-
tract there. The Tokyo-based 
group followed up by purcha-
sing the signaling business of 
Italy’s Finmeccanica SpA in its 
largest-ever overseas deal.

All the while, European train
-makers were facing growing 
competition from China, where 
train output began to eclipse 
Bombardier, Alstom and Sie-
mens from 2011. The threat was 
ratcheted up in 2015 when a go-
vernment-led merger of China 
CNR Corp. and CSR Corp. - for-
merly competing groups based 
in the north and south of the 
country - created a new global 
No. 1 in CRRC.

The Chinese giant has yet to 
penetrate the most lucrative 
Western markets, but already 
dominates sales to cost-sensi-
tive economies in Africa, Eas-
tern Europe, Latin America and 
Southeast Asia. CRRC can build 
a high-speed train for about 20 
million euros, half the price of a 
European model.

Siemens had sought to head 
off the GE-Alstom deal in 2014 
with a proposal that would have 

handed its rail operations to 
the French company in exchan-
ge for the power business.

The failed intervention crea-
ted resentment between Sie-
mens CEO Joe Kaeser and his 
then opposite number Patrick 
Kron, with the German com-
pany turning to Bombardier in 
its bid to stem the Asian tide 
through proposed joint ventu-
res in train manufacturing and 
signaling. While that plan, whi-
ch until this month seemed set 
to go ahead, would have helped 
to restructure rail capacity in 
Germany, it would have fallen 
short of creating a European 
champion capable of assuming 
a “quality-leadership role” in 
the global market, Leenen said.

The surprise Alstom transac-
tion will do just that, though 
a test will come when the new 
company has to rationalize its 
lineup and production base for 
the next generation of rolling 
stock, she said. For now the 
overlapping ranges of subway 
trains, trams and commuter 
and express models is likely to 
survive, with the TGV and Ve-
laro making the unlikeliest of 
stablemates. Bloomberg

Singapore home prices have bottomed, 
Hong Kong ‘crazy,’ BNP says
Pooja Thakur, 
Chanyaporn Chanjaroen

SINGAPORE home 
prices have reached 

a bottom and will rebou-
nd, while Hong Kong’s 
“crazy” housing market 
will continue to defy 
gravity, according to 
BNP Paribas SA.

“Very significant” in-
come growth will drive 
the first leg of a recovery 
in home prices in Sin-
gapore, where property 
ownership as a propor-
tion of household asse-
ts is near a record low, 
BNP’s Asia-Pacific head 
of research for financial 
institutions and proper-
ty Wee Liat Lee said in 

an interview while visi-
ting the city-state. That 
will boost prices by 10 
percent to 15 percent 
over the next 12 to 15 
months, in turn luring 
foreign buyers, espe-

cially from China, Lee 
said.

Singapore property 
prices have declined for 
15 quarters - the longest 
slide since data was first 
published in 1975 - as the 

government rolled out a 
series of curbs. Home 
values have dropped 12 
percent from their 2013 
peak, while Hong Kong 
prices reached record 
highs earlier this year.

“Hong Kong has been a 
crazy market, prices will 
never come down,” Lee 
said.

With China’s govern-
ment stemming capital 
outflows, money has 
become stuck in Hong 
Kong, he said. “If you’re 
in a country where the 
physical amount of in-
vestable assets is really 
small, then the liquidi-
ty will squeeze the asset 
price very quickly.”

Still, Lee doesn’t see a 

property bubble deve-
loping in Hong Kong, 
where he is based. While 
prices are elevated and 
affordability has wor-

sened, most payments 
are in cash, limiting the 
amount of debt propping 
up prices, he said. Price 
growth may also slow as 
the government takes 
steps to avert a bubble 
in the world’s most-ex-
pensive housing market.

Singapore also ranks 
better on affordability. 
The house price-to-in-
come ratio has declined 
to 10 times from 12 ti-
mes in the past decade, 
while in Hong Kong it 
has climbed to 15 times 
from about 11 times, Lee 
said.

“All asset prices in the 
world in the next 10 
years are going to be 
priced according to Chi-
nese liquidity,” Lee said. 
“Especially in markets 
where the stocks of such 
assets are small, that’s 
going to squeeze the as-
set price very substan-
tially. Bloomberg

 
Hong Kong 
has been 
a crazy 
market, 
prices will 
never come 
down.

WEE LIAT LEE
BNP’S ASIA-PACIFIC HEAD OF 

RESEARCH 

 CRRC has yet 
to penetrate the 
most lucrative 
Western 
markets, 
but already 
dominates 
sales to cost-
sensitive 
economies in 
Africa
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The US is 
the least 
protectionist 
of any major 
country and 
China is one 
of the most 
protectionist.

WILBUR ROSS

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Wilbur Ross said yesterday 

that the Trump administration’s 
priorities as it prepares to tack-
le “bigger” and “more difficult” 
trade issues with China are bet-
ter market access, less protectio-
nism and protecting intellectual 
property rights.

Ross spoke to reporters in Hong 
Kong after visiting Beijing, where 
he said he made it clear to Chi-
nese officials that “we do need 
major change” in the U.S-China 
trade relationship, which he said 
“is too lopsided.”

Ross met Premier Li Keqiang, 
China’s top economic official, in 
Beijing as part of preparations 
for President Donald Trump’s 
visit to the country in November. 
He will also lead a senior trade 
mission to China that month, the 
Commerce Department announ-
ced earlier this week.

Trump and Chinese President 
Xi Jinping met when Xi visited 
the U.S. in April, in a meeting 
where they agreed on a 100-day 
plan for trade talks to address 
Trump’s complaints about Chi-
na’s swollen trade surpluses.

Ross said that while those talks 
have yielded some progress, 
such as a deal to let U.S. beef into 
China, “we’re looking for bigger 
things and more difficult things 
than what we had in the first 100 
days.”

He didn’t elaborate on spe-
cific issues, saying only that 
at the top of the list is “better 
market access both for com-
panies operating there physi-
cally and for companies expor-
ting there.”

The U.S. also wants less pro-
tectionism and more respect for 
intellectual property rights from 
China, Ross said.

“The U.S. is actually the least 
protectionist of any major coun-
try and China is one of the most 
protectionist,” he said, while ad-
ding that the “frankness and an 
openness” he saw on his visit 
to Beijing made him optimistic 
about the negotiations.

Trump has slammed China’s 

large trade surpluses with the 
United States and ordered an in-
vestigation into whether Beijing 
improperly pressures companies 
to hand over their technology 

in exchange for market access. 
Last year, the U.S. ran up a $347 
billion trade deficit in goods with 
China — accounting for nearly 
half the total.

Xi, who took power in 2012, 
and other Chinese leaders have 
vowed to let market forces have a 
bigger role, give equal treatment 
to foreign and Chinese com-
panies and roll back state indus-
try’s dominance. But reform ad-
vocates complain little has been 
done to fulfill those pledges.

Ross raised concerns about 
Chinese government support 
measures aimed at helping de-
velop key industries like robotics 
inadvertently leading to overca-
pacity.

China has been making a big 
push into robotics as communist 
leaders seek to take an early lead 

in emerging industries. Out of 
about 400 robotics companies in 
China, Ross said “people in the 
industry tell me their estimate is 
that 360 of those are in it to get 
subsidies and tax breaks and are 

not really that serious about the 
products.”

On North Korean sanctions, 
Ross said the U.S. would keep 
them up as part of efforts aimed 
at denuclearizing the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

“We’ve been trying to go step 
by step gradually increasing the 
economic pressure on North Ko-
rea,” Ross said. “If nothing else 
happens in terms of other alter-
native solutions, you can bet the 
U.S. will increase the pressure as 
best we can.”

Ross also commented on a 
Commerce Department deci-
sion that Canadian plane maker 
Bombardier should be hit with 
tariffs on its C Series aircraft in 
a dispute with Boeing, saying it 
was part of playing fair.

“It’s not out of any anti-Ca-
nadian or any anti-U.K. or cer-
tainly any anti-Northern Ire-
land sentiment, but even with 
your friends and even with your 
allies, you must obey the rules,” 
Ross said, adding that the deci-
sion was preliminary and a final 
ruling is expected in months. 
“The consequences are what 
they will be.” AP

A British banker ser-
ving a life sentence 

in Hong Kong for mur-
dering two Indonesian 
women, including one 
he spent days tortu-
ring while on cocaine, 
is seeking to appeal his 
conviction, his lawyer 
said yesterday.

Rurik Jutting is 
appealing on the grou-
nds of “certain aspects 
of the deputy judge’s 
directions to the jury,” 

Michael Vidler said, wi-
thout being more speci-
fic.

Cambridge Universi-
ty-educated Jutting was 
convicted by a nine-
member jury last year 
in the 2014 killings of 
Sumarti Ningsih and Se-
neng Mujiasih.

Jutting initially at-
tempted to plead guilty 
to manslaughter but the 
judge rejected it, thou-
gh he told jurors that 

they could still decide 
on their own between 
finding him guilty of 
murder or manslaugh-
ter.

The case shocked resi-
dents of Hong Kong, a 
Chinese financial center 
with a reputation for sa-
fety, while also highligh-
ting significant inequa-
lity and seedy aspects 
usually hidden from 
view.

Jutting worked for 

Bank of America-Mer-
rill Lynch while Sumar-
ti, 23, and Seneng, 26, 
came to Hong Kong as 
foreign maids but en-
ded up as sex workers. 
Jurors viewed graphic 
video evidence Jutting 
shot on his iPhone of 
him torturing Sumarti 
and snorting drugs.

Vidler said arguments 
will be heard on Dec. 12 
at Hong Kong’s Court of 
Appeal. AP

HONG KONG

Commerce chief says US to 
tackle ‘bigger’ China trade issues

HONG KONG

UK banker to appeal court 
convictions in women’s murders

Rurik Jutting, a British banker, is escorted in a prison bus

secretary of state tillerson to 
travel to beijing this week

SECRETARY OF State Rex Till-
erson will visit China this week to 
discuss President Donald Trump’s 
planned travel to the region and 
North Korea. The State Department 
says Tillerson heads to Beijing to-
day. His talks with senior Chinese 
leaders will also cover trade and 
investment. It will be Tillerson’s 
second visit to China and comes 

amid escalating tensions between 
the U.S. and North Korea. Tillerson 
went for the first time to Beijing 
in March. The department says 
that the visit reaffirms the Trump 
administration’s commitment to 
enhance U.S. economic and security 
interests in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Trump is expected to travel to the 
region this fall.
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No matter 
from which 
aspect, Taiwan 
is a sovereign 
country.

WILLIAM LAI 
TAIWANESE PREMIER
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SWISS agribusiness giant 
Syngenta said it has agreed 

to settle tens of thousands of 
U.S. lawsuits by farmers over 
the company’s rollout of a 
genetically engineered corn 
seed variety before China 
approved it for imports.

Terms weren’t disclosed. 
Syngenta said in a statement 
that the settlement would es-
tablish a fund to pay claims by 
farmers and others who con-
tracted to price corn or corn 
byproducts after Sept. 14, 
2013. Details will be annou-
nced after the agreement is 
submitted for court approval 
later this year, it said.

Syngenta began selling Vip-
tera to U.S. farmers for the 
2011 growing season with 
U.S. government approval. 
But China didn’t approve it 
until December 2014. The dis-
pute escalated into lawsuits 
on behalf of tens of thousands 
of farmers in state and federal 
courts alleging that Syngen-
ta’s move wrecked China as 
an increasingly important ex-
port market for U.S. corn and 
resulted in price drops that 
hurt all producers.

Syngenta contended that 
larger market forces, not 
China’s rejection of Viptera, 
drove corn prices down, and 
that China wasn’t a big corn 
importer when it launched 
Viptera. The company also 
said China should not have 
effective veto power over the 
varieties U.S. farmers choose 

CHINA has hit 
out at Facebook 

Inc.’s WhatsApp, 
saying the messa-
ging service shou-
ld act to stop the 
spread of “illegal 
information” as the 
country seeks grea-
ter scrutiny over 
the internet in the 
run-up to its once- 
in-five years Com-
munist Party con-
gress.

WhatsApp should 
take proactive mea-
sures to intercept 
information to do 
with violence and 
terror, the Cybers-
pace Administration 
of China said in a 
statement in res-
ponse to questions 
from Bloomberg 
News. China has 
the authority to tell 
institutions to take 
these measures, said 
the agency, without 
specifying details of 
content it conside-
red illegal.

“A country’s 
cyberspace sove-
reignty should be 
protected,” it added.

A spokesman for 
WhatsApp declined 
to comment. 

The response co-
mes as China is seen 
to be tightening the 
screws on Whats 

to plant.
The number of U.S. growers 

who will benefit has yet to be 
determined, Syngenta spokes-
man Paul Minehart said.

The proposed settlement 
doesn’t constitute an admis-
sion by either side over the 
merits of the cases, the com-
pany’s statement said.

“Syngenta firmly maintains 
that its actions were appro-
priate and continues to be-
lieve that American farmers 
should have access to the 
latest U.S.-approved techno-
logies to help them increase 
their productivity and crop 
yield,” Minehart said.

The settlement does not in-
clude exporters such as Car-
gill and ADM that are also 
suing Syngenta, he said, nor 
does it include Canadian liti-
gation.

“Syngenta will continue to 
vigorously defend those ca-
ses,” Minehart said.

The announcement came 
three weeks into a jury trial 

App, which has until 
recently been one of 
the only remaining 
major messaging 
services to opera-
te unfettered in the 
country.

Beijing has been 
employing cuttin-
g-edge surveillance 
technology to dis-
rupt the messaging 
service as part of a 
longer-term onli-
ne crackdown, ac-
cording to Nadim 
Kobeissi, a cryp-
tographer at Pa-
ris-based online 
security firm Sym-
bolic Software. The 
interference - whi-
ch saw WhatsApp’s 
service interrup-
ted across China at 
the weekend befo-
re it was resumed 
- marks a step up 
from July, when lo-
cal users began ex-
periencing sporadic 
issues sending ima-

in state court in Minneapolis 
that was the second “bellwe-
ther” test case to go to trial. 
The first ended in June with 
a federal jury in Kansas awar-
ding nearly USD218 million 
to more than 7,000 growers 
from that state. The two trials 
were meant to provide gui-
dance to attorneys and the 
courts for how the complex 
web of litigation in state and 
federal courts in Minnesota, 
Kansas and Illinois could be 
resolved.

Lew Remele, the lead attor-
ney for farmers in the Minne-
sota case, said the two sides 
had settlement discussions 
before and after the Kansas 
verdict.

“Finally when we were in 
the middle of this trial things 
started to warm up and we 
were able to reach a deal,” he 
said. “We’re definitely plea-
sed. Our intent was to get 
some money back to farmers 
and I think this is going to ac-
complish that.” AP

ges and voice mes-
sages. 

The government 
has slapped fines 
on media and tech-
nology companies 
for failing to screen 
content, shuttered 
celebrity gossip si-
tes, and punished 
chat-group adminis-
trators on Tencent 
Holdings Ltd.’s We-
Chat service for hos-
ting sensitive con-
tent. The congress, 
which is due to get 
under way on Oct. 
18, will see a twice- 
a-decade reshuffle 
of the party leader-
ship.

“China’s Internet 
is fully open,” the 
administration said. 
“We welcome inter-
net companies from 
various countries 
to provide Chinese 
internet users with 
good information 
services.” Bloomberg

Syngenta settles US farmer 
lawsuits corn trade case

Beijing warns WhatsApp to stop 
spread of ‘illegal information’

TAIWAN

Wife of activist detained 
in China asks for visit
Johnson Lai, Taipei

THE wife of a Taiwanese 
pro-democracy activist 
put on trial in China for 
subverting state power is 

asking for a visit with her husband 
amid tense relations between Bei-
jing and Taipei.

Lee Ching-yu told reporters that 
China had no right to deprive her 
of the right to visit her husband, 
Lee Ming-che, and accused Beijing 
of denying her husband and family 
members basic legal guarantees.

Lee Ming-che’s detention is “not 
in compliance with any law or pro-
cedure and violates human right 
conventions. (Chinese authorities) 
failed to notify family members, 
denied them the right to visit, and 
ignored the requests of a civilized 
society,” Lee said.

Lee Ming-che conducted online 
lectures on Taiwan’s democratiza-
tion and managed a fund for fami-
lies of political prisoners in China. 
He was detained upon crossing 
the border in southern China on 
March 19 and was put on trial 
earlier this month. No verdict has 
been announced.

At a news conference yester-
day, a Chinese Cabinet spokes-
man did not comment directly on 
Lee’s case, but said recognition of 
Taiwan as a part of China was be-
coming a global trend. A former 
Japanese province, Taiwan split 
from China amid civil war in 1949 
and Beijing cut off contacts with 
the administration of Taiwanese 
President Tsai Ing-wen last year 
after she refused to endorse Bei-
jing’s position that Taiwan is a part 
of China’s territory.

“We oppose various forms of 
Taiwan Independence activi-
ties and are willing to continue 
to expand cross-strait commu-
nications, promote cross-strait 
economic and social integration 
and enhance support and close 
relations between the cross-strait 
compatriots,” Taiwan Affairs Offi-

ce spokesman Ma Xiaoguang said.
In response, newly appointed 

Taiwanese Premier William Lai 
reiterated that the self-governing 
island democracy of 23 million 
encompassed all the attributes of 
a sovereign nation, although it has 
yet to declare itself formally inde-
pendent from mainland China.

“No matter from which aspect, 
Taiwan is a sovereign country,” 
Lai said.

Lee’s detention has raised concer-
ns about the security of the hun-
dreds of thousands of Taiwanese 

who reside in China or travel there 
on a regular basis for business, edu-
cation or cultural exchanges. His 
prosecution is viewed not only as a 
warning to would-be overseas de-
mocracy activists, but also as part of 
Beijing’s campaign of increasing di-
plomatic and economic pressure on 
Tsai’s administration to compel her 
to acquiesce to its political demands.

Tsai has called on her Cabinet to 
explore ways of restoring contac-
ts with Beijing, but has made no 
moves toward embracing China’s 
“one-China principle.”

The suburban Minneapolis headquarters of Syngenta in Minnetonka, Minn. 

Lee Ching-yu, center
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Kaweewit Kaewjinda, Bangkok

A Thai court yesterday sen-
tenced former Prime Minis-

ter Yingluck Shinawatra, whose 
government was ousted in a 
2014 military coup, to five years 
in prison in absentia for alleged 
negligence in a money-losing 
rice subsidy program.

Yingluck, who has said the 
charges are politically motiva-
ted, is believed to have fled the 
country last month before the 
verdict originally was to have 
been delivered. Her lawyers said 
that they have no idea where she 
is.

Yingluck’s conviction had been 
widely expected, as the military 
remains firmly in charge and 
the courts have a record of an-
tipathy toward her politically in-
fluential family.

Thailand’s military govern-
ment has doggedly pursued 
Yingluck in court. In an earlier, 
separate administrative ruling 
that froze her bank accounts, 
she was held responsible for 
about USD1 billion of the losses 
from the rice subsidy program 
— an astounding personal pe-
nalty that prosecutors argued 
she deserved because she igno-
red warnings of corruption but 
continued the program anyway.

Yingluck and her supporters 
say she is innocent and was pro-
secuted as part of an effort to 
dismantle the political machine 
of her brother, former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, a 
telecommunications tycoon.

Thaksin was toppled from 
power by a 2006 military coup 

after being accused of abuse of 
power, corruption and disres-
pect for the monarchy. He is 
living in self-imposed exile to 
avoid serving a prison term from 
a 2008 conviction on a conflict 
of interest charge.

Yingluck, who inherited the 
leadership of Thaksin’s political 
machine and was elected prime 
minister in 2011, became a pro-
xy target for his enemies as well.

Despite her absence yesterday, 
scores of supporters turned up 
at court but were outnumbered 
by police.

“We can only accept the court’s 
decision,” said Pattana Meethai, 
63, one of the supporters. “I’m 

not surprised. I’m quite used to 
the courts ruling in this fashion.”

The rice subsidy scheme was a 
flagship policy that helped Yin-
gluck’s Pheu Thai Party win the 
2011 general election. The go-
vernment paid farmers about 50 
percent above what they wou-
ld have received on the world 
market, with the intention of 
driving up prices by warehou-
sing the grain.

Instead, other rice-producing 
countries captured the market 
by selling at competitive prices. 
Vietnam as a result replaced 
Thailand as the world’s leading 
rice exporter.

Prosecutors argued that Yin-

gluck was guilty of dereliction 
of duty. Her critics describe the 
overriding motive of the rice 
subsidy program as political, an 
effort to buy the loyalty of rural 
voters with state funds.

A co-defendant, her commer-
ce minister, received a 42-year 
prison sentence for concocting 
a false government-to-govern-
ment rice sale, which was one of 
the allegations cited by the court 
in its verdict against Yingluck.

Up until Aug. 25, Yingluck had 
vowed to remain in the country 
and fight any charges against 
her, which posed a potential 
threat to the ruling junta. Acqui-
tting Yingluck risked alienating 

people who took part in protest 
movements in late 2013 and 
early 2014 and seized govern-
ment buildings and disrupted 
snap elections, setting the stage 
for the military coup.

Jailing Yingluck, on the other 
hand, threatened to turn her 
into a martyr and pave the way 
for a new era of upheavals. 
That led to speculation that the 
junta may have been aware of 
Yingluck’s intention to flee and 
allowed it to happen, though the 
junta has denied it.

Thaksin’s mostly rural su-
pporters, who delivered him 
unprecedented electoral victo-
ries, believe his only offense was 
challenging the power of the 
country’s traditional elite, led by 
monarchists and the military, 
and supported by the urban mi-
ddle class.

They believe his appeal, ear-
ned from populist policies bene-
fiting the less well-off rural ma-
jority, threatened the traditional 
ruling class’ privilege.

The junta that took power in 
2014 has pushed through refor-
ms ostensibly to curb corruption 
and money politics by limiting 
the power of elected politicians, 
but are clearly aimed at keeping 
Thaksin from power. It has de-
layed holding new elections as 
long as the possibility exists that 
Thaksin’s political machine cou-
ld stage a comeback. AP

THE first 52 refugees 
to be accepted for re-

settlement in the United 
States under a contentious 
agreement with Austra-
lia have left Pacific island 
camps where they have 
languished for years, a 
refugee advocate said yes-
terday.

The first 25 refugees 
from a male-only camp 
on Papua New Guinea’s 
Manus Island had flown 
out of the national capital 
Port Moresby on Tuesday 
for the United States via 
the Philippines and Qatar, 
Refugee Action Coalition 
spokesman Ian Rintoul 
said.

Another 27 refugees flew 
to Port Moresby from a 

camp in Nauru, he said.
Their journey would end 

in Los Angeles via the Phi-
lippines, Qatar and Chica-
go, Rintoul said.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment said it expected 54 
refugees from Nauru and 
Papua New Guinea to ar-
rive in the United States in 
the coming days. The ori-
gin of the journey for the 
two additional refugees 
was not clear. Australian 
officials declined to com-
ment.

The refugees are Rohin-
gya Muslims from 
Myanmar, Afghans, 
Pakistanis, Bangladeshis, 
Tamils from Sri Lanka, 
Iranians, Somalis and Su-
danese, Rintoul said.

The first 25 who left Port 
Moresby on Tuesday wou-
ld settle in U.S. population 
centers including Atlanta, 
Sydney’s The Daily Tele-
graph newspaper repor-
ted. Rintoul said he did 
not know the specific lo-
cations where they were 
headed.

Former President Ba-
rack Obama’s adminis-
tration agreed to accept 
up to 1,250 of Australia’s 
refugees — mostly from 
Iran, Afghanistan and Sri 
Lanka — in a deal some 
saw as repayment for Aus-
tralia agreeing to accept 
Honduran and Salvado-
ran refugees under a U.S.-
led resettlement program 
from a camp in Costa Rica.

President Donald Trump 
described the deal as 
“dumb” but has agreed to 
honor it subject to “extre-
me vetting” of refugees.

Rintoul said there was 
no indication how many 
of the more than 2,000 
asylum seekers on Papua 
New Guinea and Nauru 
would be left behind.

“People (in the camps) 
are happy that these peo-
ple have gone, but the big 
question is what happens 
to the rest,” Rintoul said.

“It raises the level of an-
xiety and uncertainty and 
that’s been magnified by 
the fact that U.S. officials 
have indicated that whi-
le they expect that there 
will be other groups being 

processed,  it could take 
as long to process the next 
group of people as it has 
to process this one whi-
ch is several months,” he 
said.

“There is no transparen-
cy, no time lines, no num-
bers, no certainty except 
the fact that there will be 
hundreds left behind,” he 
added.

Officials say U.S. securi-
ty is paramount. All refu-
gees approved for travel 
to the United States from 
Nauru and Papua New 
Guinea have passed the 
same stringent vetting 
processes that apply to all 
refugees considered for 
admission to the United 
States, and any individual 

not deemed to have met 
U.S. vetting requirements 
would not be admitted.

Australia will not settle 
any refugees who try to 
arrive by boat — a policy 
that the government says 
dissuades asylum seekers 
from attempting the dan-
gerous and occasionally 
deadly ocean crossing 
from Indonesia.

Australia instead pays 
Papua New Guinea and 
Nauru to house asylum 
seekers in camps that 
have been plagued by re-
ports of abuse and draco-
nian conditions. Some of 
more than 2,000 asylum 
seekers have been in the 
island camps for more 
than four years. AP

THAILAND

Ex-leader sentenced in 
absentia to five years in prison

AUSTRALIA

First refugees held in Pacific camps head to US

Former Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra (August 1, 2017)

 Yingluck 
was held 
responsible 
for about 
USD1b of the 
losses from the 
rice subsidy 
program
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Susannah George,  Irbil

THE Kurdish refe-
rendum on indepen-
dence from Iraq was 
approved by more 

than 92 percent of voters, 
officials said yesterday, as 
Iraq’s prime minister vowed 
to keep his country united 
without resorting to the use 
of force.

Even with the strong su-
pport, the non-binding vote 
is unlikely to lead to formal 
independence, but it has es-
calated long-running ten-
sions with Baghdad, which 
has moved to block flights 
in and out of the Kurds’ au-
tonomous region. Iraq and 
its neighbors, along with vir-
tually the entire internatio-
nal community, are opposed 
to any redrawing of the map.

Hendrin Mohammed, the 
head of the Kurdish region’s 
election commission, annou-
nced the official results at 
a press conference, saying 
the referendum passed with 
92.73 percent support and 
turnout of more than 72 per-
cent.

The vote was held across 
the autonomous Kurdish re-
gion’s three provinces as well 
as in some disputed territo-
ries controlled by Kurdish 
forces but claimed by Bagh-
dad.

Mohammed said the coun-
ting of votes was complete 
and that the results would 
be considered final once they 
are certified by the Kurdish 
region’s department of jus-
tice.

The commission did not 
comment on turnout in the 
disputed territories, which 
could serve as an indicator 
of how many people in tho-
se areas prefer Kurdish rule. 

Mohammed told The Asso-
ciated Press those numbers 
would be released by local 
authorities, without elabora-
ting.

Iraq’s Arab-dominated par-
liament has given Prime Mi-
nister Haider al-Abadi the 
mandate to deploy troops in 
the disputed territories, in-
cluding the oil-rich city of 

Kirkuk, but al-Abadi said he 
doesn’t want a “fight between 
the Iraqi citizens.”

At a meeting with 
lawmakers, he instead vowed 
to “enforce the rule of the 
federal authority in the Kur-
dish region with the power of 
the constitution.”

Parliament has demanded 
that Baghdad refrain from 

taking part in any dialogue 
with the Kurds until the re-
sults of Monday’s vote are 
cancelled. It also called on 
the government to bring tho-
se behind the vote, including 
Kurdish regional president 
Masoud Barzani, to justice. 
The demands are non-bin-
ding.

Al-Abadi has ordered the 

Kurdish region to hand over 
control of its airports to fe-
deral authorities by Friday, 
threatening a flight ban if 
they refuse. Iraq’s Trans-
port Ministry has ordered 
international airlines to halt 
service to Irbil, the Kurdish 
regional capital, and Su-
laimaniyah, its second city, 
beginning Friday evening.

Middle East Airlines, the 
flagship carrier of Lebanon, 
and EgyptAir have annou-
nced that they will comply, 
cancelling all flights after 
Friday. Low-cost airline Fly-
Dubai says its flights to Irbil 
are in question from Satur-
day on.

Turkey has warned its ci-
tizens that flight service to 
the Kurdish region will be 
suspended as of 6:00 p.m. 
Friday [11p.m. Macau time]. 
A statement posted on the 
Turkish Consulate’s web-
site in Irbil said flights by 
Turkish Airlines, AtlasGlobal 
and Pegasus “won’t be possi-
ble” after Friday evening. It 
added that authorities were 
working to increase flights 
until then.

The transport minister for 
Iraq’s Kurdish region said 
yesterday the region’s inter-
national airports have not 
violated any laws that would 
warrant their closure.

Mawlood Bawa Murad told 
reporters his ministry is rea-
dy to negotiate with Baghdad 
“if they want to implement 
the law and show that Iraq 
has one air space.”

He added that the flight 
ban would affect, “one way 
or another, the military avia-
tion that operates from Irbil 
international airport,” whi-
ch is used for the campaign 
against the Islamic State 
group. AP

WOMEN in Saudi 
Arabia will be able 

to get behind the wheel as 
of next summer, following 
a landmark royal decree 
allowing women to drive — 
but they are still likely to be 
told to get a man’s permis-
sion to buy a car.

Here is a look at some of 
the hurdles women still 
face in the ultraconservati-
ve Muslim kingdom:

GUARDIANSHIP
Under Saudi Arabia’s in-

terpretation of Islamic law, 
a male guardianship sys-
tem bars women from tra-
veling abroad, obtaining a 
passport, marrying or even 
leaving prison without the 
consent of a male relative. 
This consent is also often 
demanded whenever a wo-

man tries to do any num-
ber of things, including 
rent an apartment, buy 
a car, undergo a medical 
procedure, open a bank 
account or take a job. As 
a result, women are prac-
tically consigned to the 
status of minors for their 
entire lives. No other Mus-
lim country enforces such 
strict guardianship mea-
sures.

GOV’T POSITIONS
There are no women in 

charge of government mi-
nistries in Saudi Arabia 
and there has been no wo-
man ruler since the king-
dom’s founding in 1932.  
Saudi women can, howe-
ver, run and vote in local 
elections though ultima-
te power resides with the 

throne. The same day as 
the driving decree, Saudi 
Arabia also announced its 
first spokeswoman for its 
embassy in Washington, a 
high-profile role.

SEX SEGREGATION
Saudi Arabia’s enforce-

ment of gender segrega-
tion means women cannot 
attend sporting matches or 
sit in restaurants that do 
not have separate “family” 
sections. These rules also 
impact the ability of some 
employers to hire women 
where segregated office 
spaces are not available. 
Privately, the segregation 
rules often relegate women 
to the home unless a male 
relative, such as a father 
or brother, is available to 
escort them outside. Many 

conservative families also 
bar male cousins from 
seeing their female cousins 
past childhood age.

WEAR RULES
Women in Saudi Arabia 

must wear long, loose ro-
bes known as abayas in pu-
blic. Most also cover their 
hair and face with a black 
veil, though exceptions are 
made for visiting dignita-
ries.

DIVORCE
If a woman divorces her 

husband, she cannot tra-
vel abroad with their chil-
dren without the permis-
sion of the father, who re-
mains the children’s legal 
guardian. Women cannot 
provide consent for their 
daughters to marry, or 

pass their nationality to 
their children. Women 
also are not afforded 
equal inheritance rights 

nor are they guaranteed 
custody of children after 
the age of seven or eight 
years old. AP

IRAQ

Kurds say 92pct voted in 
favor of independence

SAUDI ARABIA

Women will be allowed to drive, but hurdles remain

A Kurdish flag hangs in the Irbil International Airport in Iraq yesterday
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Josh Lederman & 
Matthew Lee, Washington

THE Trump administra-
tion will allow no more 
than 45,000 refugees 
into the United States 

next year, officials said yesterday 
[Macau time], in what would be 
the lowest admissions level in 
more than a decade.

President Donald Trump is ex-
pected to announce the cap on 
refugee admissions following 
a lengthy debate within his ad-
ministration about whether to 
go higher or lower. The figure 
represents the maximum num-
ber of refugees the U.S. would 
be willing to accept. The actual 
number of refugees who move to 
the United States could actually 
be much lower.

The administration had been 
considering a ceiling somewhe-
re between 40,000, which the 
Homeland Security Department 
recommended, and 50,000, the 
State Department’s preferred 
level, according to officials. The 
new figure appears to be a com-
promise that Cabinet officials felt 

would be palatable to the presi-
dent.

Still, Trump’s stated hostility 
to accepting refugees and oppo-
sition among others in his ad-
ministration mean the U.S. may 
not intend to fill all 45,000 slots 
in the 2018 fiscal year that starts 
Sunday. The U.S. hasn’t taken in 
so few refugees in a single year 
since 2006, when 41,223 were 
allowed entry.

All of the officials spoke on con-
dition of anonymity because they 
were not authorized to publicly 
discuss internal deliberations. 
They said no decision was final 
until formally announced by the 
president. The State Department 
declined to comment on poten-
tial figures ahead of a presiden-
tial announcement.

Trump has until Sunday to 
determine how many refugees 
to admit. The U.S. welcomed 
84,995 in fiscal year 2016, and 
former President Barack Obama 
had wanted to raise that number 
to 110,000 in 2017.

Worldwide, there were some 
22.5 million refugees last year, 
according to the U.N. High Com-

missioner for Refugees, with 
many more people internally 
displaced within their home 
countries. The strong preference 
among aid groups and govern-
ments has been to seek condi-
tions so refugees can return to 
their homes, rather than being 
permanently resettled in host 
countries.

Trump has made limiting im-
migration the centerpiece of his 
policy agenda. He temporarily 
banned visitors from a handful 
of Muslim-majority nations, has 
rescinded an Obama-era execu-
tive action protecting young im-
migrants from deportation and 
insisted he’ll build a wall along 
the southern border with Mexi-
co.

During his campaign, Trump 
pledged to “stop the massive in-
flow of refugees” and warned of 
terrorists smuggling themselves 
into naive countries by posing 
as refugees fleeing war-torn 
Syria. He said last October that 
“thousands of refugees are being 
admitted with no way to screen 
them and are instantly made eli-
gible for welfare and free health 

care,” even as American military 
veterans can’t get such care.

Trump has advocated keeping 
refugees closer to their homes.

In a speech to the United Na-
tions last week, he thanked Jor-
dan, Turkey and Lebanon for 
taking in hundreds of thousands 
of refugees from the Syrian con-
flict, and described the United 
States as a “compassionate na-
tion” that has spent “billions and 
billions of dollars in helping to 

support this effort.”
“We seek an approach to refu-

gee resettlement that is designed 
to help these horribly treated 
people, and which enables their 
eventual return to their home 
countries to be part of the rebuil-
ding process,” Trump said.

For the cost of resettling one 
refugee in the United States, he 
said, the U.S. can assist more 
than 10 migrants in their home 
regions. AP

USA

Trump plans to slash refugee admissions
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what’s ON ...

Constellation - Works by niColas 
DelaroChe 
time: 10am-9pm 
Until: October 8, 2017 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2836 6866

a PromenaDe in the small City: an 
illUstration exhibition of the maCaU 
CUltUral anD CreatiVe maP 
time: 11am-10pm 
Until: December 31, 2017 
VenUe: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2836 6866

branD story - PoP-UP shoP 
time: 10am-8pm 
Until: October 1, 2017 
VenUe: Macau Fashion Gallery 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 3341 

treasUre of saCreD art of st. JosePh’s 
seminary
time: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on 
public holidays)  
VenUe: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911

the reCUltiVation of CUltUre: an exhibition 
of CreatiVe sCriPt hanD lettering
time: 9am-10pm daily
Until: October 31, 2017 
VenUe: Gallery at Team Building, IFT, Colina de 
Mong-Há, 
aDmission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8598 1489

this day in history

New yellow painted highway lines in the Alaska’s Panhandle 
city of Ketchikan are crooked and the paint that’s been used by 
state transportation officials has stained cars, officials said.

Among those affected was Ketchikan Gateway Borough 
Mayor David Landis, whose car ended up with yellow paint on it.

“You come to expect having highway striping like that to be 
straight and have orderly looking lines and be professionally 
applied,” Landis said. “Something was clearly wrong with the 
equipment or the operation of that equipment to have so many 
things wrong all at once.”

The problems emerged after the state Department of Trans-
portation tried out a new line painting system on the Tongass 
Highway, The Ketchikan Daily News reported (bit.ly/2fqSsIe) 
Saturday.

Department spokeswoman Meadow Bailey said the paint is 
“not drying as quickly as it should due to humidity in southeast 
Alaska.”

Bob Sivertson, a Ketchikan city council member, called it the 
poorest line painting work he’s seen.

Bailey said the state will not repaint the yellow lines.
She said people with cars that got paint on them should have 

the vehicles pressure washed.

 Offbeat

new alaska highway stripes are 
crooked, paint staining cars

The Israeli prime minister and the leader of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation have signed a deal in Washington gi-
ving Palestinians control over much of the West Bank.

Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser Arafat put their names to the 400-
page agreement in a low-key ceremony in the East Room of 
the White House.

They were watched by US President Bill Clinton, Egypt’s 
President Hosni Mubarak and King Hussein of Jordan.

The leaders of Syria and Lebanon were conspicuous by 
their absence. Mr Rabin and the US president both called on 
the two Arab nations to resume peace talks with Israel.

The event, which President Clinton hailed as “a new chap-
ter” for the Middle East, was almost derailed by a last-minute 
disagreement between Mr Rabin and Mr Arafat over policing 
arrangements in the West Bank town of Hebron. It was resol-
ved just hours before the signing ceremony.

Mr Rabin urged the PLO to resist “the evil angels of death by 
terrorism” determined to destroy the peace process.

Israel’s foreign minister, Shimon Perez, welcomed the deal 
saying, “Once implemented, no longer will the Palestinians 
reside under our domination. They shall self-rule and we shall 
return to our heritage.”

Mr Arafat declared there had been “enough killing of inno-
cent people” calling the deal a “peace of the brave” - but he 
acknowledged it would be opposed by many.

Following the landmark Oslo agreement of September 
1993, also brokered by the Clinton administration, Gaza and 
the West Bank town of Jericho were handed over to Pales-
tinian rule.

But suicide bombings in Israel by Hamas extremists have 
continued and after each attack Israel closes its borders to 
Arabs living in Gaza and the West Bank.

Migrant labour is the backbone of the Gaza economy and 
every closure is a severe financial blow to Palestinians - and 
the credibility of Mr Arafat as a leader in the eyes of his people.

For this reason Palestinians are not enthusiastic about the 
new deal, known as Oslo 2, and are sceptical of the chances 
for long-lasting peace.

From his side, Mr Rabin faces strong opposition from the 
right-wing Likud party and from Jewish settlers, especially 
those who live in or near Hebron.

The settlers believe the West Bank - occupied by Israel since 
the 1967 war - is part of territory handed to Abraham and the 
Jews by God.

It is expected that the agreement will be passed by a narrow 
majority in the Israeli parliament (Knesset) next week.

[Abridged]
Courtesy BBC News

1995 palestinian self-rule
  in west bank agreed

in context
Just over a month later Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated by a Jewish 
extremist on 4 November 1995.
Shimon Peres pushed on with Mr Rabin’s efforts to make peace with the 
Palestinians.
But in the 1996 election he lost to Binyamin Netanyahu who campaigned 
against the Rabin-Peres peace programme.
Suicide bomb attacks against Israelis and military counterattacks in 
Palestinian strongholds heightened tensions between the two sides again 
and peace talks kept stalling.
In February 2000 Yasser Arafat turned down a peace deal offered at 
Camp David by President Clinton and Israeli PM Ehud Barak.
Israel ended its involvement in Lebanon in May 2000.
But in September that year, opposition leader Ariel Sharon made a con-
troversial visit to the Al Aqsa mosque compound in east Jerusalem, a site 
which is also holy to Jews.
Critics say Mr Sharon knew the visit would trigger the ensuing violence 
between Palestinians and Israeli forces and gambled on the Israeli public 
turning to a tough leader like him who would know how to handle it 
firmly.
0n 6 February 2001 he won a landslide victory, pledging to achieve “se-
curity and true peace” while insisting he would not be bound by previous 
negotiations with the Palestinians.
In June 2002 following a series of suicide bombings, work began on 
building a security wall, 640 km (440 miles) long, between Israel and the 
West Bank.
An effort to revive the peace process resulted in the publication of a new 
roadmap for peace in April 2003.
Mr Arafat died in November 2004.
In August 2005 Israel began implementing a Disengagement Plan by 
evicting all settlers from Gaza and some areas of the West Bank.

cineteatro
28 sep - 04 oct

AMERICAN ASSASSIN
room 1 / 3
2:15, 7:15, 9:30 pm
Director: Michael Cuesta
Starring:  Dylan O’Brien, Michael Keaton, Sanaa Lathan     
Language: English 
Duration: 112 min

KINGSMAN: THE GOLDEN CIRCLE
room 1
2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 pm
Director: Mathew Vaughn
Starring: Colin Firth, Julianne Moore, Halle Berry    
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 141min

THE LEGO NINJAGO MOVIE
room 3
2:15, 4:30, 7:30 pm
Director: Charlie Bean
Starring:  Jackie Chan, Dave Franco, Fred Armisen      
Language: Chinese 
Duration: 101 min

13:00
13:30
15:00
17:10
18:50
19:15
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:40
01:15
03:05 

TDM News (Repeated)  
RTPi Live 
Miscellaneous   
CTT League: Sporting - Barcelona (Repeated)
The Cariocas (Repeated)   
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Soap Opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show
Yes, Chef!
Brazilian Mini Serie 
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
European League: Braga - Istanbul Basaksehir (live)
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ACROSS: 1- Beethoven’s “___ Solemnis”; 6- Group of tents; 10- Vincent Lopez’s 
theme song; 14- Razzle-dazzle; 15- Lewd look; 16- Indigo source; 17- Browned 
sliced bread; 18- Woody Guthrie’s son; 19- River to the Ubangi; 20- Immediate; 22- 
Continental identity of a Chinese person; 23- I’d hate to break up ___; 24- Absence of 
sound; 26- Lawyers’ org.; 29- Salts; 31- Sportage maker; 32- Norse goddess; 33- High-
five, for one; 34- Dines at home; 38- Shake ___ (hurry); 40- Animal foot; 42- Drachma 
replacement; 43- Sound investment?; 46- Back talk; 49- Arctic explorer John; 50- Go 
astray; 51- Queue before Q; 52- Pothook shape; 53- Abilities; 57- June 6, 1944; 59- 
“Golden Boy” playwright; 60- Disposal sale; 65- Hindu mother goddess; 66- Neet rival; 
67- “Silas Marner” author; 68- Pearl Buck heroine; 69- Commedia dell’___; 70- Kick off; 
71- Puppeteer Tony; 72- Watchful one; 73- Flavor;
 
DOWN 1- Take ___ your leader; 2- Desktop picture; 3- Narrow strip of wood; 4- 
Figure skater Cohen; 5- Certifies; 6- Empty 
language; 7- Dynamic introduction?; 8- 
Thaws; 9- Debate side; 10- Sicken; 11- ___ a 
million; 12- Pale purple; 13- Coeur d’___, ID; 
21- Marine mammal, secure something; 22- 
Inter ___; 25- Tina’s ex; 26- Cries of discovery; 
27- Waist band; 28- Nautically sheltered; 30- 
Muscle contraction; 35- Certain; 36- Some 
nest eggs; 37- Turndowns; 39- Salutation; 
41- Nomad; 44- Sea birds; 45- Table scrap; 
47- Bubbly drink; 48- Least lavish; 53- Flaps; 
54- Writer ___ Rogers St. Johns; 55- Burton 
of “Roots”; 56- Fearsome; 58- Seaport in the 
Crimea; 61- Low-cal; 62- Long and Peeples; 
63- Bud of “Harold and Maude”; 64- Kitchen 
add-on?; 66- Dundee denial; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD

4
10
12
12
20

cloudy/overcast
drizzle/cloudy

overcast/drizzle
moderate rain

drizzle

10
2
14
7
14
11
17
19
17
18
20
19
18
28
27
28

22
12
22
19
24
23
26
22
24
25
24
24
22
35
35
33

9
20
20
18
26

cloudy/clear
clear/cloudy

overcast/clear
clear

cloudy
shower/cloudy

overcast/cloudy
drizzle/shower

shower
shower/cloudy

drizzle/overcast
moderate rain

drizzle
cloudy

clear
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It feels like you should know 
something that is perhaps eluding 
your grasp. Now, what could it be? 
If you can’t come up with an answer 
right away, maybe you should take a 
few moments somewhere quiet.

April 20-May 20
You’re about to make a huge 
splash. No one can remake, 
reinvent and redo themselves 
quite like you can. Right now, 
especially, you have a really big 
change up your sleeve. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
There’s a wealth of knowledge and 
experience you can tap into for your 
benefit, but you have to be willing 
to go deep into your own psyche. 
You’re both the teacher and the 
student

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Hmmm. Perhaps you’re starting 
to realize how nice it would be to 
come home to a certain someone 
every day. Now, don’t pinch 
yourself, or do anything drastic, 
you’re not dreaming.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your feelings are taking center 
stage, but you’re in no mood to 
share the inner workings of your 
emotional life with an audience 
right now. Concentrate on being 
useful to others in any way possible.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
What’s going on in your life that 
may look a little bit like a mess 
on the surface, but actually 
contains hidden riches? It may 
not be obvious at first, but it is 
there.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If you’ve been bitten by the drama 
bug, it’s time to find the antidote -- 
stat! Yes, usually your nearest and 
dearest love to see you and your 
latest performance, but right now 
you might want to dial it back.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If an old friend or significant 
other has been on your mind 
lately, there could be a good 
reason for that. Might there be 
some unfinished business from 
the past that it’s time to tackle?

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Sixth sense? Puh-leeze. With you, 
it’s more like a seventh, eighth 
and ninth sense. If someone tries 
to placate you with some facile 
conversation, you’re canny enough 
to spot the larger issues.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Sometimes if you’re involved in 
a tug-of-war and both sides are 
equally matched, the only thing 
to do is... let go. No, really. You 
get a good giggle at seeing your 
opponent go flying.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Plant your feet and ask for what’s 
rightfully yours. Work matters 
become crystal clear when you 
realize that the only way to get 
your just rewards is to demand 
them.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re cuter than a box of kittens 
and more playful than a passel 
of puppies these days. Everyone 
wants to stop and pet you on the 
head and give you a treat -- such is 
the general affect.

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad
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I’m surprised 
by the public 
opinion about 
me. Again, the 
numbers speak 
for themselves.

CRISTIANO RONALDO

 ad

Tales Azzoni, Madrid  

Cristiano Ronaldo says criti-
cism against him is getting 

worse, and he doesn’t think it’s 
fair.

Ronaldo made his comments 
after scoring twice in Real Ma-
drid’s 3-1 win at Borussia Dort-
mund in the Champions League 
group stage on Tuesday.

“It seems that match after mat-
ch I have to show who I am,” Ro-
naldo said. “I’m surprised by the 
public opinion about me. Again, 
the numbers speak for themsel-
ves.”

Ronaldo also scored twice in 
Madrid’s Champions League ope-
ner this season, a 3-0 win against 
APOEL. But he was criticized by 
many after a poor performance 
in a 1-0 home loss against Real 
Betis in the Spanish league. The 
Portuguese missed several chan-
ces in that game, including clear 
opportunities in front of goal.

“I’m happy because I know that 
when everything is normal, that 
when I’m well and the opportuni-
ties appear, I will score,” Ronaldo 
said. “Sometimes the goalkeepers 
will make saves, or the woodwork 
will stop me, but this is part of 
football.

“I always work the same way,” 

Ronaldo said. “I’m an example 
as a professional. I never become 
desperate, although some people 
may think that I do. I’m always 
with a healthy mind, a clear 
mind, prepared for great challen-
ges and for the criticism, which is 
getting worse.”

This is not the first — or likely 
last — time that Ronaldo has 
complained about criticism 
against him. But Ronaldo reite-
rated that he is happy playing in 
Madrid and that he never said he 
wanted to leave, as widely repor-
ted after a tax-fraud investigation 
in Spain earlier this year.

“You didn’t hear that from me,” 
Ronaldo said. “People talk about 
Cristiano every day, everywhere 

in the world. If I had to answer 
to all the people who talk about 
me, I would only do that, and it 
can’t be that way. I live for foo-
tball and for my family, the rest 
is secondary. Everything that in-
volves the name of Cristiano is 
news everywhere in the world, 
it’s normal. When you are a big 
name, people will always talk 
about you.”

Ronaldo dismissed questions 

about a possible new contract 
with Madrid, saying that’s for 
club president Florentino Perez 
to talk about.

But Ronaldo also said he doesn’t 
feel Madrid depends on him to 
succeed.

“When Cristiano is not playing, 
Real Madrid remains the same,” 
he said. “I see Real Madrid strong, 
with a great team, a great squad. 
It’s not about individual players.”

The game against Dortmund 
marked Ronaldo’s 400th appea-
rance with Real Madrid since his 
debut in 2009. He is the club’s 
all-time scoring leader with 412 
goals.

Ronaldo’s season got off to a 
slow start after a five-match sus-
pension for shoving a referee in 
the Spanish Super Cup final. He 
has scored five goals in six games 
so far. AP

Ronaldo surprised by increasing criticism

Ronaldo (right) and Bale (rear) gesture during a Champions League match 
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IN one of the biggest crack-
downs on the corrupting role 
of money in college baske-
tball, 10 men — including 

a top Adidas executive and four 
assistant coaches — were charged 
Tuesday with using hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in bribes to 
influence star athletes’ choice of 
schools, shoe sponsors, agents, 
even tailors.

Some of the most explosive alle-
gations appeared to involve Lou-
isville, one of college basketball’s 
biggest powerhouses, which is 
already on NCAA probation over 
a sex scandal.

Federal prosecutors said at least 
three top high school recruits 
were promised payments of as 
much as USD150,000, using mo-
ney supplied by Adidas, to attend 
two universities sponsored by the 
athletic shoe company. Court pa-
pers didn’t name the schools but 
contained enough details to iden-
tify them as Louisville and Miami.

“The picture of college baske-
tball painted by the charges is 
not a pretty one,” said acting U.S. 
Attorney Joon H. Kim, adding 
that the defendants were “circling 
blue-chip prospects like coyo-
tes” and exploited them to enrich 
themselves.

Prosecutors said that while 
some of the bribe money went to 
athletes and their families, some 
went to coaches, to get them to 
use their influence over their po-
tentially NBA-bound players.

The coaches charged are Chuck 
Person of Auburn, Emanuel Ri-
chardson of Arizona, Tony Bland 
of Southern California and La-
mont Evans of Oklahoma State. 
Person and Evans were suspen-
ded, and Bland was placed on ad-
ministrative leave.

Bland appeared in court in Tam-
pa, Florida, wearing handcuffs 
and ankle chains. He said little 
during a brief hearing other than 
to answer the judge’s questions 

and did not enter a plea.
Richardson appeared in court 

in Tucson, Arizona, where he was 
set for release on $50,000 bond. 
His lawyer declined to comment.

Those charged also include 
James Gatto, director of global 
sports marketing for basketball at 
Adidas; Rashan Michel, a maker 
of custom suits for some of the 
NBA’s biggest stars; and various 
financial advisers and managers.

NCAA President Mark Emmert 

condemned the alleged miscon-
duct, saying, “Coaches hold a uni-
que position of trust with student- 
athletes and their families, and 
these bribery allegations, if true, 
suggest an extraordinary and des-
picable breach of that trust.”

Since 2015, the FBI has been 
investigating the influence of 
money on coaches and players in 
the NCAA. Kim noted a special 
FBI hotline was set up and asked 
anyone aware of additional cor-
ruption to come forward.

Prosecutors said the coaches 
took bribes to use their “enor-
mous influence” to steer players 
toward certain financial advisers 
and agents.

Most if not all of the 10 defen-
dants were under arrest. Lawyers 
for Gatto and two of the coaches 
did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. It was un-
clear whether Evans had an attor-
ney.

Adidas said it was unaware of 
any misconduct by an employee 
and vowed to fully cooperate with 
authorities.

Gatto and others are accused of 
funneling $100,000 to the family 

of a high school athlete to gain his 
commitment to play at Louisville 
and to sign with Adidas once he 
became a professional. Louisville 
and Adidas announced a 10-year, 
$160 million extension of their 
sponsorship deal over the sum-
mer.

The player’s name was not re-
leased, but details in the criminal 
complaint make it clear inves-
tigators were referring to Brian 
Bowen, who did not return mes-
sages seeking comment.

Louisville coach Rick Pitino said 
the allegations “come as a comple-
te shock to me.” The development 
comes as Louisville is appealing a 
four-year NCAA probation over 
a scandal involving escorts hired 
for players and recruits. The scan-
dal could cost the school its 2013 
national championship.

In court papers Tuesday, the 
FBI said it recorded a July mee-
ting at which an assistant coach 
at Louisville was briefed on a plan 
to funnel thousands of dollars to a 
potential high school recruit. The 
participants in the meeting noted 
they had to be careful because 
Louisville was on probation. AP

4 coaches, Adidas executive 
charged in college bribe scheme

Joon H. Kim (second from right) and FBI Assistant Director William Sweeney, Jr. 
(right) hold a press conference to announce the arrest of four coaches
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SAUDI ARABIA Women 
in Saudi Arabia will 
be able to get behind 
the wheel as of next 
summer, following a 
landmark royal decree 
allowing women to drive 
— but they are still likely 
to be told to get a man’s 
permission to buy a car. 
More on p13

EGYPT’s government 
says it has approved 
draft legislation to 
create a national space 
agency. A statement 
yesterday says the 
proposed agency will 
aim to build and launch 
satellites from Egypt 
to serve “development 
objectives.”

EUROPE Climate 
researchers are warning 
that Europeans should 
prepare for the return 
of “Lucifer,” saying the 
hellishly named heat 
wave that hit parts 
of the continent this 
summer could become a 
regular occurrence due 
to man-made climate 
change.

IRELAND’s prime 
minister says the 
country will hold a 
referendum on lifting 
its constitutional ban 
on abortion in May or 
June. If successful, the 
vote will mark the eighth 
amendment to the Irish 
constitution.

US-MEXICO Federal 
contractors have begun 
building prototypes 
of President Donald 
Trump’s proposed 
border wall with Mexico, 
hitting a milestone 
toward a key campaign 
pledge. As agents 
prepared for the news 
conference, a Mexican 
man breached the 
fence, cut his hand and 
was arrested.

GUATEMALA Authorities 
say the country’s former 
ambassador to the 
United States has been 
arrested in Spain on an 
international warrant 
for alleged campaign 
finance violations.
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BUZZ
THE Greek coroner: British hiker 

attacked, devoured By wolves
A Greek coroner says a missing British hiker 

whose dismembered, fleshless remains were 
found in the hills of northern Greece was pro-
bably attacked, torn apart and devoured by 
wolves.

Nikos Kifnidis told The Associated Press the 
ferocity of the animals was such that both the 
woman’s thigh bones had been cracked open 
by bites and large sections of her body are still 

missing. He said a vet at yesterday’s autopsy 
confirmed that no dog could have administered 
such bites.

The remains were found Saturday near the 
village of Petrota in Thrace, 285 kilometers east 
of the city of Thessaloniki. Near them, authori-
ties found a passport for Celia Lois Hollingwor-
th, 63, whom the British embassy in Athens re-
ported missing in the area on Friday.

opinion
Insight
Paulo Barbosa

Danica Kirka, London

U.K. Prime Minister The-
resa May said she was 

“bitterly disappointed” with 
the U.S. government’s deci-
sion to slap duties of almost 
220 percent on Bombardier’s 
C series aircraft, which threa-
tens more than 4,000 jobs in 
Northern Ireland.

May took to Twitter to vow 
she’ll work with the Montreal
-based company to protect 
jobs. The prime minister had 
previously lobbied President 
Donald Trump after U.S. air-
craft maker Boeing alleged 
that Bombardier used unfair 
government subsidies to sell 
planes at artificially low pri-
ces. May has a key alliance 
with Northern Ireland’s De-
mocratic Unionist Party to 
support her minority govern-
ment in Parliament.

Defense Secretary Michael 
Fallon warned Boeing that its 
behavior “could jeopardize,” 
future U.K. defense contracts.

But unions accused the pri-
me minister of failing to pro-
tect workers. Ross Murdoch, 
the GMB union’s national 
officer, said the ruling was a 
“hammer blow” to Belfast, 
where Bombardier makes air-
craft wings and fuselages.

“Theresa May has been as-
leep at the wheel when she 
could and should have been 
fighting to protect these 
workers,” Murdoch said. “It’s 

high time she woke up.”
The U.S. Commerce De-

partment yesterday [Macau 
time] ruled in favor of Boeing, 
saying “the subsidization 
of goods by foreign govern-
ments is something that the 
Trump Administration takes 
very seriously.” The depart-
ment is scheduled to issue a 
final ruling in the case on Dec. 
12.

Boeing alleges that Bombar-
dier received at least USD3 
billion in subsidies from the 
governments of Britain, Ca-
nada and the province of 
Quebec, allowing it to sell 
planes to U.S.-based Delta Air 
Lines for less than the cost of 
production. The Chicago-ba-
sed aircraft maker asked the 
Commerce Department and 
the U.S. International Trade 
Commission to investigate 
what it called “predatory pri-
cing.”

Delta last year agreed to 
buy 75 of Bombardier’s new 
CAD100 aircraft, with an op-
tion for as many as 50 more. 
Bombardier valued the firm 
order at $5.6 billion based on 
the list price of the aircraft.

Delta says Boeing doesn’t 
even make the 100-seat pla-
nes it needs for short- to me-
dium-range trips.

Bombardier called the de-
cision “absurd,” and accused 
Boeing of trying to stifle com-
petition.

Commerce Secretary Wil-
bur Ross, on a visit to Hong 
Kong, told reporters that part 
of the problem was Bombar-
dier’s lack of cooperation with 
the investigation.

“It’s not out of any anti-Ca-
nadian or any anti-U.K. or 
certainly any anti-Northern 
Ireland sentiment, but even 
with your friends and even 
with your allies, you must 
obey the rules,” he said.

British Liberal Democrat 
leader Vince Cable urged 
May to stand up to the United 
States, as her Canadian coun-
terpart Justin Trudeau has 
done. And the leader of the 
Democratic Unionist Party, 
Arlene Foster, said she would 
the use party’s influence with 
the government to press the 
issue. “Unfortunately, it’s not 
a surprise,” Foster told Sky 
News. AP

UK ‘bitterly disappointed’ 
as US trade ruling 
threatens jobs

Golden sunset. Downtown Macau, on the way to San Malo, Tuesday, September 26. The street has a 
golden lining under the Sun. Or, when we reconcile with Macau.

 DECISIVE MOMENT
THE
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Post-election card from a 
concerned resident 

Dear Mr. Chairman,

I would like to commend you for the massive work 
undertaken by the commission that you wisely 
head, in order to ensure the fairness of the legisla-
tive election. However, I take the liberty of making 
some proposals in order to magnify the efficiency 
of the electoral affairs department. 

Your Excellency raised the issue of the pre-cam-
paign interviews, which really was a nuisance. We 
don’t want our innocent electors to get influen-
ced and the candidates must not take advantage 
of their financial resources to stain a permeable 
media landscape. Perhaps there is the need to 
be harsher to those who fail to grasp the reach of 
your sagaciousness. Besides the Official Gazette 
and similar publications, why not order the suspen-
sion of local newspapers, in tandem with a radio 
and TV blackout? At first sight, this may seem like 
hindering the freedom of speech protected by our 
irreproachable Basic Law. That is a wrong judge-
ment, because in fact the measure would protect 
the concerned citizens’ basic rights. And people 
watch too much TV anyway, hence putting a stop 
to that is only healthy. 

Given that the display of numbers close to polling 
stations may affect the voters’ will, you reasonably 
decided that those numbers should be covered. 
But that alone won’t do. Buses, on the day of elec-
tions, should have letters instead of numbers and 
the polling stations should not be numbered. In 
sport games, player’s shirts without numbers wou-
ld avoid any malicious influence. 

Last but not the least, my most forward-thinking 
proposal reflects the need to consider the abolition 
of the electoral campaign. This is a sensitive mea-
sure, given that the Macau residents by now have 
become used to the habit of elections and electoral 
campaigns. And, your Excellency, you know as well 
as I do how it is hard to break a habit. To exemplify, 
I prefer not to think what would happen if, tomorrow, 
our Chief Executive declares that there are no more 
cash handouts… 

Anyway, this is not such a drastic measure, althou-
gh I suppose it needs to go through some public 
consultation stages before it would be implemen-
ted around mid-century. And what is the reasoning 
behind this suggestion, your eminency rightfully 
asks. Well, the way I see it is simple: Campaigns 
are simply not honest. Therefore, the regulation you 
sagaciously implemented in our MSAR during the 
pre-campaign should be extended to the campaign 
period. Any message or information designed to 
encourage voters – in an explicit or implicit way – 
to vote or not vote for a particular candidate should 
be prohibited.

I’m an apologist of Max Groucho’s saying: “I don’t 
care to belong to any club that will have me as 
a member.” That is the honest way for any man 
or woman to conduct themselves. It takes a lot of 
chutzpah for someone to ask for a vote in… him-
self. And so I say: Let’s shut down this vaudevillian 
act and go back to the good old mandarinic ways. 
Like it always has been around here, let the wise 
sifu pick the right persons to govern the fabulous 
city of Macau. 

As your Excellency gathered by now, ideas are 
something I’m not short of, so I hereby propose my-
self to be a member of one of the think tanks which 
scientifically advise you and others at the top level, 
provided it is appropriately remunerated, because I 
have a family to feed, including a dog and a parrot 
(you know the story).

Notwithstanding, I leave one last piece of free ad-
vice: If the above-mentioned arrangement doesn’t 
work, I would offer my services to help with setting 
up a patriotic front as a way to vet possible candida-
tes. Henceforward, the only acceptable candidates 
would need to belong to this benevolent front, which 
would bring winds of development to our floating-
casino/SAR - instead of typhoon winds, so to speak. 

Yours truly,
A concerned resident 
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