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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

celebrating the guia 
circuit

sands unveils 
japan plans

The Macau Guia Circuit for 
Promotion and Development 
Association is marking its first 
anniversary with several events

LVS plans to win a casino 
license in Japan include 
top-class concert and sports 
venues to lure tourists  P4

street 
food 
festival 
kicks off 

Spain Catalonia’s 
regional government 
mulled yesterday 
when to declare the 
region’s independence 
from Spain, with some 
lawmakers saying it 
would happen Monday. 
As Spain grappled with 
its most serious national 
crisis in decades, a 
top EU official said 
Spain and Catalonia 
must talk with each 
other, even if Catalonia 
broke the law with an 
illegal referendum on 
independence.

MalaySia On the third 
day of the trial of two 
women accused of 
killing the estranged half 
brother of North Korea’s 
leader, defense lawyers 
sought to discredit the 
prosecution’s case. The 
defendants have pleaded 
not guilty to the murder 
of Kim Jong Nam using 
banned VX nerve agent in 
Kuala Lumpur. More on p12

CaMbodia A prominent 
opposition lawmaker in 
Cambodia has fled the 
country, saying yesterday 
that Prime Minister Hun 
Sen made direct threats 
against her and her 
colleagues and that she 
no longer felt safe in her 
own country. More on p11 

Japan The Japanese 
utility blamed for safety 
lapses in the Fukushima 
nuclear plant meltdowns 
has received its first 
approvals to operate 
reactors under stricter 
safety standards set 
since the 2011 disaster. 
More on p11
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Las Vegas high-rise 
shooting scenario a 
security nightmare  P10,14  INSIDE

SHOuLD ‘bLue CArD’ HOLDerS PAy MOre? 

Gov’t bus fare proposal 
stirs controversy
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Daniel Beitler

A Hong Kong domestic worker 
is challenging the city’s in-

famous ‘live-in’ rule and calling 
for the government not to dictate 
where such workers should live 
and sleep. 

The live-in rule, which is in force 
in Hong Kong but not in Macau, 
stipulates that imported domes-
tic workers are required to live 
with their employers. It has been 
in force since 2003, implemented 
through standard employment 
contracts connected with visa 
applications. Violators of the rule 
may face up to 14 years in prison 
and a HKD150,000 fine.

Critics have repeatedly called 
for its abolition as they say the 
law opens domestic workers to 
potential abuse, including being 
overworked and having their per-
sonal identity documents illegally 
confiscated. 

One Philippine domestic worker, 
Nancy Almorin, is now calling for 
employers to be given the choice 
to agree to domestic workers li-
ving outside of their premises. 

The landmark case could liberate 
some 200,000 domestic workers 
in the city from being required to 
live with their employers.

Lawyers for Almorin argue that 
the current live-in rule may be un-
constitutional as it endangers the 
rights of such workers by making 
them more vulnerable to abuse.

According to the South China 
Morning Post, one of Almorin’s 
lawyers, Paul Shieh, is claiming 
that the immigration depart-
ment’s authority does not extend 
to decisions over where domestic 
workers should be permitted to 
reside. He said that if such autho-

rities indeed lack this power, they 
should not be allowed to circum-
vent the requirement by making 
employment contracts include a 
live-in clause.

 “Usually domestic workers li-
ve-in with their employers in 
Hong Kong, but this makes them 
vulnerable to abuse and working 
[overly] long hours each day,” 
said Emerlina de Lina of Migrante 
Macau, a local domestic workers’ 
association. “For this reason, they 
want [to be able] to live out.”

Last year, the Global Slavery In-
dex listed Hong Kong as one of the 
worst places in the world at taking 
action against modern slavery. 
The condemnation followed other 
similar reports by entities such as 
the International Labour Organi-
zation, in claiming that domestic 
workers are at risk of exploitation, 
partly due to the live-in require-
ment.

Macau has no equivalent rule 
and de Lina believes that this is 
one reason that the MSAR might 
be a more attractive destination 
for overseas domestic workers 
looking for this type of employ-
ment. Macau also offers more di-
verse work opportunities, such as 
in the city’s hotels and restauran-
ts, which might appeal to younger 
overseas workers.

However, there are also factors 
in Macau that act as a disincenti-

ve, de Lina told the Times. “There 
are no standard contracts in Ma-
cau so [domestic workers] can 
be paid whatever the employer 
wants,” she noted, and it is indeed 
often difficult for such workers to 
negotiate their wage.

Macau was not named in the 
2016 Global Slavery Index, but re-
presentatives of overseas domes-
tic worker associations in Macau 
highlighted at the time that it was 
not much better than its neighbo-
ring SAR. The representatives ci-
ted a lack of standard employment 
contracts, no minimum wage, and 
overly long working hours as the 
main reasons.

Macau and Hong 
Kong passport- 

holders can now apply 
online for multiple-en-
try visas to visit Taiwan, 
the island-state’s autho-
rities announced this 
week. 

However, residents of 
the territories who also 
hold other passports 
will not be eligible for 
this privilege, Taiwa-
nese authorities cautio-
ned.

The latest change to 
visa requirements for 
residents of the two 
SARs follows other re-

cent relaxations for sin-
gle-entry and double- 
entry visas to Taiwan. 

Taiwan’s National Im-
migration Agency an-
nounced in December 

last year that it would 
permit SAR residents 
who arrive in Taiwan on 
cruise ships to apply for 
double-entry visas. The 
change was thought to 
impact around 20,000 
residents of the two 
SARs who visited the is-
land in 2016.

Then in February this 
year, the Immigration 
Agency opened online 
applications to SAR re-
sidents, meaning that 
they no longer had to 
visit the Taipei Econo-
mic and Cultural Office 
establishments in Hong 

Kong and Macau.
According to media re-

ports, obtaining a visa 
upon arrival in Taiwan 
will also remain an op-
tion for residents of 
Hong Kong and Macau.

Visitors from the two 
SARs account for a 
significant portion of 
Taiwan’s visitors. Near-
ly 1 million people from 
Hong Kong and Macau 
visited the island in 
the first seven months 
of this year, up by 7.16 
percent compared with 
the same period last 
year.

The number of visi-
tors has steadily risen 
and they have therefore 
grown in importance to 
Taiwan’s tourism sector 
over the past few years. 
Some 1.06 million Hong 

Kong and Macau visitors 
traveled to Taiwan in 
2014, while 1.18 million 
and 1.26 million visited 
the island in 2015 and 
2016 respectively.

The rise in absolute fi-
gures is complemented 
by an increase in their 
proportion of Taiwan’s 
total number of visitors 
due to a decline in the 
number of mainland vi-
sitors. 

Mainlanders are 
less intent on visiting 
Taiwan since Tsai Ing
-wen, the country’s pre-
sident, assumed office in 
May 2016. Tsai’s refusal 
to endorse Beijing’s ‘One 
China’ principle has cau-
sed the rift between the 
two states to widen, cul-
minating in the severing 
of some cross-strait ties.

HONG KONG

Domestic worker challenges 
live-in rule in landmark case

Taiwan eases visa applications 
for Macau, HK residents

Taipei city

In this January 2014 file photo, a maid is holding a picture of migrant Erwiana 
Sulistyaningsih, who was tortured by her employer in Hong Kong

Migrante Macau chairperson Emerlina de 
Lina has described a new policy proposal to 

increase bus fares for non-residents as “unfair and 
discriminatory.” 

The government says that the proposed policy is 
a form of “positive discrimination” to give Macau 
ID holders greater advantages, and to reduce pu-
blic subsidies spent on non-residents.

“It is so unfair and discriminatory to increase the 
bus fare for the lowest income workers,” said de 
Lina yesterday. 

“We are opposed to the increase because a lot of 
people will be affected.” 

As many as 180,000 people could be impacted 
by the proposal, or more than a quarter of Macau’s 

population. 
De Lina said that the bus is by far the most popu-

lar form of transport utilized by domestic workers 
in the city. “In Hong Kong, there are other forms of 
transport, but in Macau there is only the bus – and 
the taxis, [which] are too expensive.”

Migrante Macau will now consult with other as-
sociations representing overseas workers living in 
the city in a meeting planned for next week. De 
Lina also raised the idea of a protest in the near fu-
ture should the proposal appear to be going ahead.

During a TDM Forum debate yesterday, repre-
sentatives of the three bus companies clarified 
that any extra revenue generated by the price hike 
would go to the government.

Bus fare proposal ‘unfair and discriminatory’
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Cambodian carrier Lanmei Airli-
nes completed its inaugural flight 

along the Macau-Sihanoukville route 
last week, a Cambodian civil aviation 
official told the Phnom Penh Post.

The official said that the budget air-
line has already received its air opera-
tor’s certificate and commenced servi-
ces. The airline will hold a ceremony on 
October 9 to celebrate the launch of the 
new route.

The coastal city of Sihanoukville and 
the nearby islands are home to around 
a dozen or so of Cambodia’s casinos.

“The Macau market is a good oppor-
tunity for the airline as it will provide 
more options for casino tourists and 
workers,” the official told the Phnom 
Penh Post. “Expat workers in Macau 
can also come to Cambodia on tour pa-
ckages [for their visa runs].”

The airline plans to expand its Macau-
Cambodia connection to the latter’s 
capital, Phnom Penh, which is home 
to about 1.5 million people or about 10 
percent of the Cambodia’s population.

Helena de Senna Fernandes (left), Ip Peng Kin (center) and Pansy Ho 

Lanmei 
launches 
Macau-
Sihanoukville 
route The Global Tourism 

Economy Forum 
(GTEF) will hold its 
sixth edition in Ma-

cau from October 16 to 17, 
under the theme of “Regio-
nal Collaboration towards a 
Better Future,” the organizer 
informed in a statement.

GTEF 2017 “explores how 
tourism collaboration cha-
racterized by shared interes-
ts and mutual respect is con-
ducive to building a better 
future among nations and 
regions,” the statement read.

A press conference detai-
ling the events at this year’s 
GTEF was held at the Macau 
Tower yesterday. The event 
was attended by the director 
of the Macau Government 
Tourism Office, Maria Hele-
na de Senna Fernandes, and 
vice chairman and secretary-
general of GTEF, Pansy Ho.

In a speech made at the 
press conference, Ho highli-
ghted tourism as the key to 

tapping into the collabora-
tive opportunities resulting 
from the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative.

GTEF is a leading inter-
national tourism platform 
designed to promote sus-
tainable development of the 
global tourism industry with 
a focus on China. 

The two-day program en-

compasses a series of semi-
nar discussions and panel 
sessions. In collaboration 
with the World Tourism Or-
ganization (UNWTO), the 
signature session will bring 
ministers and global private-
sector CEOs to discuss how 
regional and trans-regional 
collaboration can create po-
sitive developments beyond 

geographic boundaries.
In addition, the fourth 

UNWTO/GTERC report of 
Asia Tourism Trends will be 
released during the event. 
A joint effort of UNWTO 
and the Global Tourism 
Economy Research Centre 
(GTERC), the report will 
present tourism trends and 
outlook of the region, show-
case how technology is dri-
ving revolutionary changes 
in the tourism industry.

Since its inception in 2012, 
GTEF has thus far hosted 
more than 7,000 partici-
pants from 63 countries 
and regions, including 54 
delegations from different 
provinces and autonomous 
regions of mainland China. 
The event has been atten-
ded by more than 300 dis-
tinguished speakers ranging 
from ministerial officials, in-
ternationally-renowned pri-
vate-sector leaders, scholars 
and experts.

TOuriSM 

GTEF ‘regional collaboration’ 
theme unveiled 
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Macau-based 
photographer 
wins IPA award
A statement from the International 
Photography Awards (IPA) 
organization has informed that 
Macau-based photographer 
Gonçalo Lobo Pinheiro was 
awarded an “Honorable Mention 
in Architecture – Historic” for 
his entry, “Stay Tuned.” The 
entry is a picture of two people 
using their devices in front of the 
iconic Ruins of St. Paul’s. This 
year, the organization received 
14,270 submissions from over 
165 countries. The International 
Photography Awards holds 
an annual competition for 
professional, non-professional, 
and student photographers 
on a global scale. A board of 
professional photographers, 
curators, photo editors, gallery 
owners, and art directors judge 
the competition. The awards 
include cash prizes totaling over 
USD20,000, and exhibition and 
publication opportunities.

Lynzy Valles

The first Michelin guide 
Street Food Festival Macau 

kicks off today. It will featu-
re Michelin starred chefs from 
Singapore, Japan, and Macau, 
all of whom will showcase their 
signature dishes at Studio City’s 
Macau Gourmet Walk.

Visitors can enjoy a varie-
ty of  three dishes from the 11 
stalls, with prices ranging from 
MOP40 to MOP60 for the next 
four days.

Chef Manjunath Mural, head 
chef of The Song of India in Sin-
gapore (which has one Michelin 
star), told the press that the fes-
tival is a good opportunity for 
the public to experience an ar-
ray of street food creations and 
signature delicacies.

The chef added that Macau 
has positioned itself to attract 
Michelin starred restaurants, 
saying, “in Asia, most of the ci-
ties and countries want that Mi-
chelin star and I think Macau is 
lucky as it has [Michelin-starred 
restaurants].” 

“Macau is one of the best des-
tinations in Asia after Japan 

[with] so many Michelin restau-
rants and experiences,” Mural 
added. The head chef also noted 
that he has observed that local 
chefs are striving hard to achie-
ve a Michelin star rating and will 
not compromise on quality. 

According to Mural, presen-
ting Indian cuisine in the region 
is a challenge as some locals are 
not particularly fond of heavy 
spices. However, the chef noted 
that he is aware of his custo-
mers’ preferences. “I do the food 
according to customer’s prefe-
rences. I know their taste bud,” 
he said. 

Another renowned chef, Chan 
Hon Meng, who owns Hong 

Kong Soya Sauce Chicken Rice 
& Noodle in Singapore, which 
is located in Singapore’s largest 
hawker center, is also in Macau 
to give locals a taste of his spe-
cialty.

The hawker stall in the Chi-
natown complex surprised the 
culinary world in July when it 
was awarded a coveted Miche-
lin star, making it one of the 
first two street food stalls in 
the world to be given such an 
award.

Commenting on the first edi-
tion of the festival, Chan said, 
“It’s a good opportunity to have 
interaction with other chefs and 
cuisines. The most important 

part is to understand the cultu-
re of Macau as well.” Chan also 
stressed that after receiving the 
Michelin star, his stall has at-
tracted more tourists, and he 
expressed the hope that Macau 
locals will also enjoy his delica-
cies.

Although there are still no 
plans to bring his food perma-
nently to Macau, Chan said that 
he hoped he can bring his busi-
ness to the region in the future.

Meanwhile, chef de cuisine 
of the Michelin-recommended 
Shanghai Magic, Wilson Fam, 
implied that the festival is not 
only a gathering for food enthu-
siasts but for awarded chefs as 
well.

“It excites me a lot because Mi-
chelin chefs are working toge-
ther. It’s a good experience for 
me. I feel lucky that we’ve been 
selected to join together to join 
other great chefs,” said Fan.

The first Michelin guide Street 
Food Festival Macau is orga-
nized by Michelin guide Hong 
Kong Macau and Robert Parker 
Wine Advocate, and supported 
by Melco Resorts and Enter-
tainment. 

Manjunath Mural

Food festival featuring Michelin 
starred eateries kicks off today



thu 05.10.2017

ADVERTISEMENT廣告macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 



05.10.2017 thu

ADVERTISEMENT 廣告 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo6
 

th Anniversary



thu 05.10.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 7
 

 ad

Albert Poon

Talk series and painting exhibition 
draw attention to Guia Circuit
Renato Marques

Marking its first 
anniversary, the 
Macau Guia Circuit 
for Promotion and 

Development Association (APD-
CGM) is hosting several activities 
that seek to draw the attention of 
both locals and tourists to the 
importance of Macau’s Guia Cir-
cuit and the need for it to be lis-
ted in UNESCO’s world heritage 
inventory.

The association is promoting a 
series of events that include an 
abstract art exhibition - “Abstrac-
tionism” - as well as talks to be 
held from today until October 11.

Titled “The Guia Circuit and 
its Future,” the talks will be at-
tended by several experts in the 
fields of architecture, enginee-
ring and anthropology. Yester-
day, the talk series was inaugura-
ted with Sir Albert Poon, a Hong 
Kong resident who has been ra-
cing in the Macau street circuit 
since 1959 (the 6th edition of 
Macau Grand Prix) and was the 
first Hong Kong driver to win the 
race back in 1964 while driving a 
Lotus 23.

After racing non-stop for 20 
years, the now 81-year-old Poon 
made his last appearance on the 
Guia track for the commemora-
tion of Macau 60th Grand Prix 
Diamond Jubilee where he dro-
ve a Lotus Elise CR from a Lotus 
Greater China special event.

Speaking to the Times, Poon 
acknowledged the differences 

between the old days and mo-
dern day racing especially in 
terms of safety “and landscape.” 
As he mentioned, “the circuit re-
mains exactly the same but the 
[surrounding] landscape has 
changed drastically.”

Sharing his experience accu-
mulated throughout the years, 
racing in Macau is exactly what 
Poon is seeking to do, he said 
at yesterday’s talk series. At the 
same table, and offering a little 
taster of his forthcoming talk, 
was architect Francisco Vizeu 
Pinheiro, who explained that he 

will address – “above all” –  the 
historical buildings that can be 
found in the surroundings of 
Guia Circuit. He proposes “an 
alternative historical walk” that 
will include architectural works 
which, in his opinion, “should be 
promoted side-by-side with the 
Grand Prix event.”

The possibility of also discus-
sing some of the new buildings in 
the area is “not excluded”, but Pi-
nheiro did not want to reveal too 
many details about his talk.

Other guest speakers from the 
talk include the engineer Hélder 

Santos along with Carlos Morais 
José, who will speak about insi-
ghts that he has gleaned from his 
background as an anthropolo-
gist.

The talks will occur alongsi-
de the abstract painting exhi-
bition which opened on Tues-
day evening at the RITZ Buil-
ding gallery in Senado Square. 
During the exhibition’s opening, 
the president of the association, 
José Luis Estorninho (who is 
also the artist) said prior to the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony that 
the purpose of the event was to 

“draw attention to our goal to 
promote Guia Circuit to UNES-
CO heritage. We hope we can do 
this with the help of everyone.” 

As for the works on display, 
Estorninho said they were very 
meaningful although all abstract 
art has the purpose of “awake-
ning the viewers’ own meaning 
and interpretation.” He fur-
ther noted that he was inspired 
by the theme of cross-activity. 
A total of 16 works on canvas are 
on display, most of them using 
mixed technics and oil or acrylic 
paint. From those, 12 were espe-
cially made this year for the oc-
casion.

Both the exhibition and the talk 
series have free admission.

The talks start every day at 6 
p.m. and will be conducted in 
Cantonese, English and Portu-
guese.

Health Bureau suspends 3 physicians and clinic operation
The Health Bureau 

(SSM) has suspen-
ded three physicians and 
initiated proceedings to 
terminate “J Medical Cen-
ter,” the clinic that was 
the subject of last week’s 
crackdown against illegal 
medical clinics. The cli-
nic was found to be ope-
rating illegally without 
proper licensing in addi-
tion to performing illegal 
medical procedures and 
the unlawfully posses-
sing certain medications.  
The SSM acknowledged a 
complaint submitted by a 
local resident on Septem-
ber 28 and decided to take 
action against the clinic by 
preventatively suspending 
its operations along with 
three medical staff mem-
bers.

According to a statement 
from the bureau, the local 
resident complained of 

“adverse” reactions after 
undergoing an autologous 
fat transfer procedure (in 
the breasts) and an abdo-
minal liposuction surgery 
at the J Medical Centre, 
which was performed to 
an inadequate standard.

The SSM reaffirmed that 
according to the law cur-
rently into force, “no pri-
vate health care service 
providers are authorized 
to perform medical proce-
dures such as liposuction 
and autologous fat trans-
fer,” noting that during 
the previous inspection 
to the clinic, SSM had 
discovered “circumstan-
tial evidence” that it was 
performing the prohibited 
services.

Since the evidence and 
testimony collected cor-
roborate these facts, the 
SSM decided to suspend 
the licences three physi-

cians operating in the es-
tablishment for their con-
tinued illegal operations 
that constituted a threat 
to public health.

The statement clarified 
that the physicians and 
the clinic are now suspen-
ded from all operations for 
a period of three months.

The SSM also noted that 
it will conclude the inves-
tigation procedures as fast 
as possible, adding, “If the 
offenses are proven, the 
physicians and other em-
ployees from the Center 
will be punished accor-
ding to the law.”

The health authority also 
warned the public not to 
engage in such treatmen-
ts. “Given that liposuction 
and autologous fat trans-
fer need to be performed 
under the use of anesthe-
tics and have require strict 
personnel requirements, 

as well as proper facilities 
and equipment, they en-
close also serious risks of 
complications (such as fat 
embolism).”

 “People should take 
into account the risk of 
this [type] of surgery be-
fore they proceed with it 
as they may cause several 

health hazards and lead to 
adverse reactions and ne-
gative health consequen-
ces,” the statement con-
cluded. RM

 
The circuit 
remains 
exactly the 
same but the 
[surrounding] 
landscape 
has changed 
drastically.

ALBERT PooN
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real eState MatterS
Some Interesting Facts About Macau Property - Part III

Five more facts about Macau property 
that you may not already know….

11. rentaL YieLdS in macau 
are VerY LoW
Rents may seem high at times, but 
rental yields in Macau are some of the 
lowest in the world. Why?
In an over-simplified answer, other 
major cities around the world have 
diverse but mutually beneficial indus-
tries such as finance, educational insti-
tutions, advanced healthcare facilities 
and the like.
Macau has none of these industries, 
which incidentally also require skilled 
and well-paid professionals to run 
them.
Instead, Macau has only casino’s and 
hotels, and whilst service professionals 
may earn reasonable salaries, they are 
certainly not enjoying the six figure 
bonuses that come hand in hand with 
industries such as banking and finan-
ce. As such, housing budgets tend to be 
on the low side despite a high demand 
for housing.

12. rentaL increaSeS & Li-
mitS
The rent may be adjusted once the 
agreement comes to an end, and there 
is no ‘cap on the amount that the rent 
may be adjusted both up or down (the 
government recently rejected a propo-
sal that would have led to rent control 
measures).
In some countries, the amount that 
rents can be increased is limited to a 

certain percentage; say 10 percent for 
example. However in Macau, once the 
agreement comes to an end all subse-
quent agreements are treated as a new 
agreement.

13. WhY manY oLd buiLdin-
gS in coLoane & taiPa are 
FaLLing doWn
If you have looked at the old sea front 
buildings in Coloane Village or the 
low-rise houses in Taipa Village and 
wondered why they are not fantastic 
restaurants, trendy cafés or just extre-
mely nice houses, you are not alone.
There are two reasons that the proper-
ties have remained in a similar condi-
tion for such a long time.
The first is that there is no clear legal 
title on some of the properties. Proper-
ty ownership on the islands of Taipa 
and Coloane is slightly different from 
Macau peninsula, and many of the 
village properties do not have a legal 
binding title.
Buying a property under these cir-
cumstances represents a great risk for 
the buyer, who would not be able to 
secure bank financing because of the 
legal issue.
The second reason is because some of 
the buildings are ‘protected’. Now that 
should be a good thing shouldn’t it? 
Well in this case, protected means that 
it is not actually protected and main-
tained, but rather that it cannot be ‘im-
proved’ unless ìt becomes dangerous 
and unstable. 
Hence, owners are incentivized to lea-

ve the buildings until they fall down 
after which they can build a nice, new 
building... crazy, but true. 

14. the reSPonSibiLitY to 
maintain the aPartment.
The responsibility to maintain the 
infrastructure, such as the water, 
electricity, sewage etc belongs to the 
landlord. 
He or she must maintain these ele-
ments to a reasonable standard unless 
some other provision is made expli-
citly between the two parties.
The upkeep of the apartment itself is 
the responsibility of the tenant, who 
must hand back the apartment in the 
same condition that it was handed 
over in. 
This even includes cleaning the apart-
ment before leaving if it was handed 
over in a clean state at the beginning.

15. When Your neighbor 
cauSeS damage to Your 
aPartment
When a neighbor causes damage to 
your apartment through a burst or 
leaking pipe for example, they are duty 
bound to fix the problem but are not 
obliged to fix the damage it has caused.
Apartment living can be hazardous, 
especially if the block is old and in need 
of attention, and this would help to ex-
plain the reluctance of some people to 
move into older buildings no matter 
how well appointed they are.

next week: the Top 5

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property 
investor. 
Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers 
investment property & homes. It specializes in managing 
properties for owners and investors, and providing attractive 
and comfortable homes for tenants.
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com juliet risdon



thu 05.10.2017

BUSINESS分析macau’s leading newspaper 9
 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Elaine Kurtenbach, Tokyo 

CaSino and resor-
ts operator Las Vegas 
Sands deployed David 
Beckham and other top 

sports, music and entertainment 
figures yesterday in its effort to 
woo Japan as it prepares to issue 
licenses for casinos.

Japan’s large and wealthy 
market is luring big-name casi-
no operators who are sweetening 
their bids with promises of ultra-
modern “integrated resorts.” Las 
Vegas Sands says its plans inclu-
de top-class concert and sports 
venues to lure tourists and help 
revive the country’s leisure in-
dustry.

Las Vegas Sands Corp. President 
and COO Robert Goldstein began 
a news conference in Tokyo by 
expressing condolences over the 
shooting Sunday night that left at 
least 59 people dead.

“Our hearts are very heavy in 
Las Vegas and we are hoping for 
the best we can for the future for 
Las Vegas,” Goldstein said.

“Our team there is working with 
government officials and with the 
people on the ground in Las Ve-
gas to hope for a speed recovery. 
It was very difficult and tragic si-
tuation,” he said.

Gaming industry leaders like 
Las Vegas Sands, MGM Interna-
tional and Wynn Resorts all have 
expressed keen interest in Japan, 
where late last year lawmakers 
approved a long-awaited law on 

“integrated resorts” that is the 
first major hurdle in allowing 
casinos to set up shop. Further 
enabling legislation is expected to 
take several more years.

Tokyo, Osaka and Yokohama 
are among the cities said to be ho-
ping for casino licenses.

Apart from Beckham, who en-
thused over his love for sea urchin 
egg, or “uni” sushi, the Sands’ 
charm offensive included Irving 
Azoff, who has managed mu-
sicians such as The Eagles and 
Fleetwood Mac.

He called to the stage The Ea-
gles’ former guitarist Joe Walsh, 
who said he had loved to play at 
major Japanese venues such as 
Tokyo’s Budokan over the deca-
des but felt such facilities were not 
up to par for today’s digitally and 
visually complex performances.

“The logistics to make a good 
performance in Japan are just too 
much. It’s just too hard,” Walsh 

said. “As an artist that’s the way 
we feel. We feel sad because it’s 
too hard to come here.”

Building a state-of-the-art arena 
and other resort facilities will take 
billions but will bring in tourists 
as well as local audiences, said 
Tim Leiweke, the CEO of Oak 
View Group and former president 
and CEO of AEG, which owns 
Staples Center.

Leiweke, whose company is 
seeking to remodel Seattle’s 
KeyArena to make it capable of 
hosting NBA and NHL teams, 
says he hopes to build an arena in 
Japan that would be on a par with 
Madison Square Gardens and at-
tract major sporting events.

“The NBA needs that kind of 
facilities to make that kind of trip 
worth it,” he said. AP

The World Bank raised 
its growth forecast for 

the developing economies 
of East Asia and the Pacific 
yesterday but warned that 
risks included rising protec-
tionism and escalating ten-
sions over North Korea.

In an update to its annual 
economic outlook, the bank 
forecast economic growth 
of 6.4 percent for the region 

this year, then easing to 6.2 
percent in 2018.

The World Bank said it 
tweaked its forecasts to re-
flect stronger than expected 
growth this year in China 
— Asia’s biggest economy — 
before a gradual slowdown 
next year.

In its previous forecast 
in April, the Washington, 
D.C.-based lender projec-

ted a 6.2 percent expansion 
in 2017 and 6.1 percent for 
2018. The report covers 15 
countries including China, 
Thailand, Vietnam, Malay-
sia and the Philippines.

While the outlook is broa-
dly positive, the bank said 
growing protectionism cou-
ld chill world trade, citing 
proposals for changes to the 
North American Free Trade 

Agreement that would res-
trict or discourage imports 
and increasing uncertainty 
about access to the British 
market as Brexit talks get 
underway.

Furthermore, “geopolitical 
tensions in the region are ri-
sing and could escalate into 
armed conflict,” the report 
said, referring to United 
Nations sanctions on North 

Korea in response to its nu-
clear and missile tests. Some 
world powers are urging 
even tougher measures, 
including possible military 
action, to stop Pyongyang 
from developing its nuclear 
capabilities, it said.

“Escalation of these dispu-
tes could have serious eco-
nomic consequences,” the 
World Bank said.

East Asia’s crucial po-
sition in global shipping 
and manufacturing supply 
chains means flaring ten-
sions could disrupt trade 
flows and economic activi-
ty, it said, adding that the 
tendency for global inves-
tors to pull their money 
during political crises could 
pressure exchange rates 
and raise world interest 
rates. Commodity prices 
could also spike because of 
worries about supply dis-
ruptions, the report said. AP

Sands woos Japan with vision 
for top sports, concert venues

World Bank raises Asia growth forecast

 LVS says its 
plans include 
top-class 
concert and 
sports venues 
to lure tourists 
and help revive 
the country’s 
leisure industry

David Beckham (center) and Las Vegas Sands’ President Robert Goldstein (right) attend a press conference in Tokyo

corporate bits
episode of sing! china filmed at the 
cotai arena

Four of China’s most popular 
singers made a sensational 
appearance for Sing! China at 
The Venetian Macao’s Cotai 

iphone 8 and 8 plus available from 
ctm starting october 20

In a statement released yes-
terday by Macau’s telecom-
munications concessionaire, 
CTM, the company announced 
that the latest iPhone genera-
tion devices will be available 
from October 20. 

The devices mentioned are 
the iPhone 8 and the iPhone 
8 Plus. Customers will be able 
to pre-register the phone be-
ginning today at iphone.ctm.net 
and CTM shops. 

The products were announ-
ced by Apple CEO Tim Cook 
on September 12, before being 
initially released on September 
22. 

At the same time, the higher-
value iPhone X was announ-
ced, with its release date slated 
for November 3. It is so-called 
‘X’ as a reference to the Roman 
numeral for ‘ten’, a symbolic 
title to celebrate the iPhone’s 
tenth anniversary.

saw the four stars – Jay Chou, 
Eason Chan, Na Ying and Liu 
Huan – acting as celebrity 
mentors to five contestants 
who performed their signature 
songs for the new season of 
Sing! China.

As the most-viewed program-
me in its prime-time slot since 
first airing on July 15, 2016, 
Sing! China is a popular sin-
ging competition and reality 
show.

The show’s format allows 
the four celebrity mentors to 
choose their own team of con-
testants following an audition 
process. 

In the final stage the remaining 
singers compete against each 
other in a live broadcast, with 
the outcome decided by votes 
from the studio audience and 
professional judges.

The next episode of Sing! 
China will go to air tomorrow. 

Arena, where an episode of 
the hit reality TV show was fil-
med on September 1. 

The singing competition 
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opinion
China’s bike rental 
firms are aCtually 
seCret Cash Cows

Tim Culpan, Bloomberg

China’s bike rental companies 
Mobike and Ofo are in talks to mer-
ge, Bloomberg’s Lulu Chen reported 
Tuesday. There’s not a sane mind in 
the world who doesn’t think that’s a 
good idea. 

One parallel is the merger of Didi 
Dache and Kuaidi Dache to form Didi 
Chuxing, which then eventually folded 
in Uber China. They are, of course, ex-
tremely different businesses.

Car-sharing companies generally 
don’t own inventory. This means 
they’re not spending buckets of mo-
ney buying assets that get piled up 
like trash on sidewalks, nor do they 
have to worry about huge maintenan-
ce costs. And while they do dish out 
vast sums subsidizing drivers to get 
them to use the platform, rider-driver 
hookup services charge the consumer 
more than a token fee.

Despite purchasing bikes by the ton 
- Ofo and Mobike have more than 13 
million combined - they hardly charge 
anything for rental, making outsiders 
scratch their heads at how this can 
possibly make sense.

But there is one factor ride-sha-
ring companies don’t enjoy: depo-
sits. Beijing Mobike Technology Co. 
and Beijing Bikelock Technology Co. 
(trading as Ofo) require users to pay 
a surety upfront for the right to rent. 
With millions of users on their books, 
that translates into billions of dollars of 
cash on hand.

Let’s run the numbers. Mobike 
claims to have 100 million users, and it 
requires a 299 yuan (USD45) deposit 
(let’s assume this surety is similar in all 
markets). That means it has just shy of 
30 billion yuan, or $4.5 billion, in cash. 
That’s four times the amount VCs 
have thrown at it. The deposit pile at 
Ofo comes in at around 2 billion yuan, 
a lot less because it has fewer users 
and demands a smaller bond. It also 
allows deposit-free rental for some 
with a good Sesame Credit score.

Compare the combined $4.8 billion 
of deposit money with the $2.3 billion 
CB Insights estimates the duo have 
raised through outside funding and 
you realize that in reality, the unwitting 
venture capitalists in all of this are ac-
tually China’s millions of bike riders.

With only 7 million bikes but 100 
million users, Mobike holds 4,200 
yuan cash per bike. Ofo’s numbers 
aren’t anywhere near as favorable.

In theory, such funds are like callab-
le deposits, but in reality, the process 
is a little more cumbersome - most 
users won’t bother asking for their mo-
ney back because they plan to keep 
renting bikes. Executives from both 
rental companies have said publicly 
that this cash isn’t being used to buy 
extra bikes or fund operations. I have 
no way of fact checking such an as-
sertion, but assuming that it’s true, this 
would be the smartest move possible.

Instead of frittering away 32 billion 
yuan on unprofitable assets such as 
bicycles, the companies can easily 
funnel those funds into money marke-
ts and other investments that earn 
around 4 percent annually. It may not 
make up for the billions burnt on bikes 
and operations, but babysitting cash is 
one easy way to make a dime.

The Consulate General 
of China in San Fran-

cisco confirmed on Tuesday 
that there have been no re-
ports of casualties of Chine-
se citizens in the Las Vegas 
mass shooting.

To protect the safety of 
Chinese citizens abroad, a 
working team of the Con-
sulate-General of China in 
San Francisco arrived in 
Las Vegas on Monday, only 
hours after the deadliest 
mass shootings in modern 
American history, which 
left at least 59 people dead 
and about 527 others inju-
red.

“It is our diplomats’ duty,” 
said Zha Liyou, Deputy 
Consul General of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in 
San Francisco, who lead the 
working team.

The team has contacted lo-
cal governments in Las Ve-
gas and Clark County, visi-
ted hospitals caring for the 
wounded from the shooting, 
cooperated with the Las Ve-
gas Metropolitan Police De-
partment (LVMDP) as well 
as the Clark County’s emer-
gency operation center and 
the crisis command center 
in Las Vegas.

To collect information of 
Chinese citizens in the city, 
the working team also visi-
ted local Chinese communi-
ties and spoke with travel 
agencies who are running 
Chinese tourist groups with 
the help of China’s National 
Tourism Administration.

“So far, we have received 
no call or message for help 
from Chinese nationals,” 
said Zha. “We haven’t re-
ceived any request for help 
from Chinese citizens via 

the Consular Protection 
24-hour hotline, messaging 
platform or the hugely po-
pular social-messaging pla-
tform WeChat.”

In recent years, more and 
more Chinese tourists have 
traveled to the United Sta-
tes. According to the United 
Nations World Tourism Or-
ganization, the number of 
global travelers will exceed 
1.8 billion by 2030. China 
is considered the world’s 
fastest growing tourism 
market and will play a key 
role in the sector’s develo-
pment.

In the first two days of 
China’s National Day holi-
day which runs from Oct. 
1 to 8, China reported dou-
ble-digit growth in tourism 
revenue. Zha also provided 
many practical suggestions 
for Chinese tourists coming 
to the United States.

“First, it’s better to avoid 
some places, such as large 
gatherings of people,” whi-
ch provide attractive targe-
ts to those who wish to car-
ry out an attack, he said.

“Chinese people are not 
used to places where public 
ownership of guns is legal,” 
Zha added. Xinhua

Anousha Sakoui

ChineSe theaters 
under-reported ti-

cket sales of U.S. movies 
by 9 percent last year, 
according to an audit 
that found the operators 
in the world’s second- 
largest film market 
are shortchanging 
Hollywood studios, two 
people with knowledge 
of the matter said.

The Motion Picture As-
sociation of America, re-
presenting the large U.S. 
movie studios including 
Walt Disney Co. and 
Comcast Corp.’s Univer-
sal Pictures, hired Pri-
cewaterhouseCoopers 
to conduct an audit as 
part of a U.S. agreement 
with China setting the 
terms for imports of 
Hollywood movies. The 
people asked not to be 
identified because the 
findings aren’t public.

China has been cra-
cking down on box-o-
ffice fraud, approving 
fines to curb misrepor-
ting in the country’s 
booming cinema indus-
try. Authorities allowed 
Hollywood to conduct 
its own audit as the two 

countries prepare to re-
negotiate a 2012 deal 
that gave U.S. movie 
studios better access 
and compensation.

The audit was revealed 
by Bloomberg in June 
and had been expected 
to be completed in the 
third quarter. The resul-
ts were first reported by 
the Wall Street Journal. 
A call yesterday to Chi-
na Film Group, the state
-owned giant in charge 
of the import and dis-
tribution of Hollywood 

films, wasn’t answered 
amid a weeklong natio-
nal holiday.

Ticket revenue grew 
less than 3.7 percent in 
China last year, slowing 
from more than 35 per-
cent average growth in 
the previous five years, 
according to resear-
cher Artisan Gateway. 
Still, the box office in 
the country is growing 
faster than in North 
America, according to 
MPAA data, and China 
remains an important 

market for Hollywood, 
with USD6.6 billion in 
annual sales.

The number of impor-
ted U.S. films has been 
limited by quota to 34 
a year, and the studios 
behind those releases 
only get a quarter of box- 
office revenue, rather 
than the more typical 
half in most other coun-
tries.

More than 300 thea-
ters were penalized in 
March for under-repor-
ting ticket sales, China’s 

State Administration 
of Press, Publication 
Radio, Film & Televi-
sion regulator said at 
the time. The biggest 
penalties were 90-day 
suspensions of opera-
tions for exhibitors that 
understated revenue 
by more than 1 million 
yuan ($150,000). Thea-
ters and distributors 
face revocation of li-
censes in “very severe” 
cases, according to the 
law, which took effect in 
March. Bloomberg

No Chinese casualties in 
Las Vegas mass shooting 

Hollywood is said to be 
shortchanged by exhibitors 

 China has been 
cracking down on 
box-office fraud, 
approving fines to 
curb misreporting 
in the country’s 
booming cinema 
industry

 
Chinese 
people are not 
used to places 
where public 
ownership of 
guns is legal.
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A prominent opposition 
lawmaker in Cambodia 

has fled the country, saying yes-
terday that Prime Minister Hun 
Sen made direct threats against 
her and her colleagues and that 
she no longer felt safe in her 
own country.

Mu Sochua, who serves as 
deputy president of the Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party, 
left Cambodia on Tuesday, a 
day after Hun Sen warned of 
strong action against any other 
politicians who may have been 
involved in opposition leader 
Kem Sokha’s alleged plot to 
overthrow the government. 
Kem Monovithya, the party’s 
deputy chief for public affairs, 
said on Twitter late Tuesday 
that Mu Sochua had received a 
warning from a senior Interior 
Ministry official that she would 
be arrested.

Opposition party president 
Kem Sokha was charged with 
treason for allegedly conspiring 
with the United States to topple 
the government, and could face 

CAMbODiA 

Opposition lawmaker 
flees after arrest warning

up to 30 years in prison if con-
victed. He was arrested on Sept. 
3 on the basis of videos from 
several years ago showing him 
at a seminar where he spoke 
about receiving advice from 
U.S. pro-democracy groups.

His arrest in the middle of the 
night came amid a crackdown 
on the media. Almost half of 
the 55 opposition lawmakers 
have fled Cambodia since Kem 
Sokha’s arrest.

“The situation is very serious 
and has direct impact on 2018 
elections,” Mu Sochua said 
yesterday in a text message 
to The Associated Press. “I 
no longer feel safe inside the 
country. My voice needs to be 
heard inside and outside. Lea-
ving Cambodia is not a choice, 
but surviving imminent arrest 
is necessary.”

Kem Sokha had been expec-
ted to lead his Cambodia Natio-
nal Rescue Party in next year’s 
election in a strong challenge 
against Hun Sen, who has held 
power for three decades. AP

The Japanese utility bla-
med for safety lapses in 

the Fukushima nuclear plant 
meltdowns has received its first 
approvals to operate reactors 
under stricter safety standards 
set since the 2011 disaster.

The Nuclear Regulation Au-
thority said yesterday that two 
reactors in northern Japan met 
the new standards after suffi-
cient measures were taken by 
Tokyo Electric Power Co. The 
authority unanimously appro-
ved a draft certificate for the Nos. 
6 and 7 reactors at the Kashiwa-
zaki-Kariwa plant, a first step 
toward restarting them.

The approval becomes offi-
cial after opinions are received 
from the public, regulators and 
the trade and industry minister. 
Then the reactors’ startup could 
take months.

Many people still oppose res-
tarting the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa 
reactors because of concerns 
about TEPCO’s safety records. 
Anti-nuclear activists rallied ou-
tside the regulation authority’s 
building yesterday.

But yesterday’s decision is a 
milestone for TEPCO, which 
has desperately sought to restart 
Kashiwazaki as a crucial step 
to improve its business plan. 
The company must cover huge 
costs needed to decommission 
the wrecked Fukushima plant, 

JAPAN

TEPCO gets first 
approval to run 
reactors since 2011

The Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear 
power plant

a decades-long process, and to 
cover compensation payments 
for hundreds of thousands of 
residents who fled their homes 
due to concerns about radiation 
leaks from the plant.

TEPCO said in a statement 
yesterday that it takes the re-
gulatory authority’s decision 
seriously and will continue 
working on safety improvement 
at its plants, while tackling the 
Fukushima plant’s decommis-
sioning and compensation for 
the evacuees.

The authority’s decision is also 
good news for Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s pro-business go-
vernment, which wants to res-
tart as many reactors as possible 
to keep nuclear energy a key ele-
ment of Japan’s energy mix. APHollywood is said to be 

shortchanged by exhibitors 



05.10.2017 thu

ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo12
 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

ap
 p

h
ot

o
 

VX is very toxic 
and it acts fast. 
There is a very 
slim chance of 
survival.

MoHAMAD SHAH 
PATHoLoGIST

Eileen Ng, Malaysia 

A Malaysian judge and court 
officials wore face masks 

and surgical gloves in court 
yesterday as samples were ad-
mitted as evidence of where VX 
nerve agent was found on the 
body and clothing of the estran-
ged half brother of North Ko-
rea’s leader.

On the third day of the mur-
der trial of the two women ac-
cused of poisoning Kim Jong 
Nam, government pathologist 
Mohamad Shah Mahmood said 
chemist tests detected VX, as 
well as VX precursors and VX 
byproducts, in Kim’s eye mu-
cus, on his face, in his blood and 
urine, and on his clothing.

Prosecutors and defense 
lawyers then took a 20-mi-
nute break to examine those 
samples, which were sealed in 
transparent plastic bags. Most 
of them wore gloves and masks 
as a safety precaution after pro-
secutors warned the VX-tainted 
items may still be dangerous.

After the break, Judge Azmi 
Ariffin also covered himself as 
the samples were officially ad-
mitted as evidence.

The two suspects, Siti Aisyah 
of Indonesia and Doan Thi 
Huong of Vietnam, have plea-
ded not guilty to murder char-
ges that could bring the death 
penalty if they are convicted. 
They have not testified but their 
defense has said the women be-
lieved they were playing a har-
mless prank for a hidden-came-
ra TV show and were tricked by 
men suspected of being North 
Korean agents.

Prosecutors also yesterday 
sought to show VX was the sole 
cause of death. Mohamad Shah 
said toxicology tests found six 
types of drugs in Kim’s blood 

that are used to treat diabetes, 
hypertension and gout. But he 
said those drugs and those con-
ditions would not have caused 
Kim’s swift death. He also said 
the autopsy found no sign Kim 
had a heart attack.

Mohamad Shah said his con-
clusion that Kim died of “acute 
VX poisoning” was based on a 
chemist report of the presence 
of VX and the swiftness of dea-
th. Earlier testimony showed 
Kim died within two hours of 
being attacked in a crowded 
Kuala Lumpur airport terminal, 
not within 20 minutes as earlier 
stated by Malaysia’s health mi-
nistry.

The pathologist said the VX 
was most likely applied on 
Kim’s face and eyes, where the 
nerve agent was detected, with 
the fastest absorption through 
the eye mucus. “VX is very to-
xic and it acts fast. There is a 
very slim chance of survival,” he 
said.

Under cross-examination by 
defense lawyers, Mohamad 
Shah admitted he has limited 
knowledge of VX and nerve 
agents in general. He said he 
didn’t know the amount of the 
poison that was used.

Gooi Soon Seng, defense 
lawyer for Aisyah, told the court 
that Mohamad Shah has no ri-

ght to conclude Kim died of 
acute VX poisoning because the 
autopsy findings and clinical 
symptoms merely showed che-
mical poisoning. But Mohamad 
Shah said the chemist report 
clearly showed VX was present.

The judge earlier in the day 
upheld his ruling to remove sec-
tions of the post-mortem report 
that defense lawyers said were 
hearsay or unproven.

Prosecutor Wan Shaharuddin 
Wan Ladin asked for the case 
history provided by the inves-
tigation police officer and clini-
cal history by the airport doctor 
and a government doctor to be 
reinstated. He said the informa-
tion is not hearsay or prejudi-
cial as the policeman and doc-
tors would be called to testify.

Part of the expunged section 
says that two females swiped 
Kim’s face with a “dangerous 
fluid” at the airport.

Ariffin told prosecutors they 

could seek a revision of his ru-
ling at the end of their case.

Hisyam Teh Poh Teik, the 
lawyer representing Huong, 
slammed the “complete U-
turn” by prosecutors and said 
it was unacceptable as the court 
has ruled already.

On Tuesday, the court heard 
from doctors who treated Kim. 
They said he arrived at the air-
port clinic in pain with very 
high blood pressure and pul-
se, his vital signs deteriorated 
sharply and he was dead on 
arrival at the hospital. Patholo-
gists testified that Kim’s symp-
toms were consistent with VX 
exposure and that his internal 
organs showed damage from 
VX.

The nerve agent is banned by 
an international treaty as a wea-
pon of mass destruction. But it 
is believed to be part of North 
Korea’s chemical weapons arse-
nal. Kim was the eldest son in 
the current generation of North 
Korea’s dynastic rulers but was 
believed to have been an out-
cast who had lived abroad for 
years. He reportedly never met 
current leader Kim Jong Un, 
who is widely believed to have 
perceived his sibling as a threat 
and targeted him for assassina-
tion.

The trial is being closely wa-
tched by the Indonesian and 
Vietnamese governments, whi-
ch hired the defense lawyers for 
both women. AP

A group of 20 foreign 
diplomats who visited 

Myanmar’s Rakhine state, 
where half a million ethnic 
Rohingya Muslims fled re-
cent violence, have urged 
the government to allow 
access by humanitarian 
groups and by a United Na-
tions fact-finding mission 
to investigate allegations of 
human rights violations.

But the president’s office 
spokesman, Zaw Htay, told 
The Associated Press on 
Tuesday the government 
will stick by its earlier de-
cision to bar the U.N. mis-
sion. It has said the group, 
assembled after similar vio-
lence last October, is inter-
fering in Myanmar’s affairs.

The diplomats, taken 
Monday on a guided gover-
nment tour of the affected 
area, said in a joint state-
ment that there is a dire 

need for humanitarian aid.
The crisis in Rakhine has 

drawn international con-
cern because of the exo-
dus of more than 500,000 
Rohingya to neighboring 
Bangladesh in just a mon-
th’s time. The violence be-
gan when the army reta-
liated for raids on govern-
ment security posts on Aug. 
25 by the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army, an insur-
gent group.

Human rights groups 
charge that the army has 
abused and killed civilians 
and burned down thou-
sands of homes. Rohingya 
are considered by many 
in Buddhist-dominated 
Myanmar to have poached 
land after immigrating 
illegally from Bangladesh. 
Advocates for the Rohingya 
insist many families have 
lived on the land for gene-

rations.
The diplomats’ statement 

condemned the insurgents’ 
initial attacks as well as the 
violence that followed it.

“We saw villages which 
had been burned to the 
ground and emptied of 
inhabitants. The violence 
must stop,” it said. “The 
security forces have an 
obligation to protect all 
people in Rakhine without 
discrimination and to take 
measures to prevent acts of 
arson.”

They also said they encou-
raged the Myanmar gover-
nment “to move quickly to 
enable the voluntary, dig-
nified and safe return to 
their places of origin of the 
hundreds of thousands of 
refugees who have fled to 
Bangladesh.”

“We saw on our visit the 
dire humanitarian need. 

We call once more for uni-
mpeded humanitarian ac-
cess to northern Rakhine 
and resumption of life-sa-
ving services without dis-
crimination throughout the 

state,” they wrote.
Representatives of U.N. 

agencies were also on Mon-
day’s tour.

In a separate letter, the 
U.N. office in Myanmar 

said the visit “was a positive 
step and such visits, under 
appropriate conditions, 
could help in our efforts 
to explore potential areas 
where the U.N. could coo-
perate with the Myanmar 
authorities in alleviating 
the dire situation in nor-
thern Rakhine.”

It expressed concerns 
similar to those of the di-
plomats. It said the U.N. 
delegation “reiterated the 
need for a greater access for 
humanitarian and human 
rights actors to conduct 
comprehensive assessmen-
ts of the situation on the 
ground in order to address 
the concerns and needs of 
all communities in affected 
areas,” and called for unfet-
tered media access and for 
the safe and sustainable re-
turn of the refugees to their 
areas of origin. AP

KiM JONG NAM MurDer

Masks and gloves worn in court 
as VX-tainted evidence shown

MyANMAr

Diplomats who toured Rakhine want access for aid

Siti Aisyah (center) is escorted by police as she leaves the court house in Shah Alam

A Rohingya woman holds her child and stands for a photograph at a 
makeshift camp near Kutupalong refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh
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Colleen Long, Tom Hays

A Las Vegas shooter’s perch 
in a 32nd-floor hotel room 

overlooking 22,000 people jam-
med into a country music festi-
val below is just the kind of ni-
ghtmare scenario police dread 
in places where big crowds and 
high-rises mix.

From two broken-out windows 
of the Mandalay Bay Resort, 
Stephen Craig Paddock had an 
unobstructed view to rain rapid-
fire bullets on the crowd, with 
few places for them to hide. Sur-
vivors of Sunday night’s bloo-
dbath that left 59 people dead 
and more than 500 wounded 
repeatedly compared it to shoo-
ting fish in a barrel.

In places like New York, Chica-
go and Austin, Texas, where big 
events are planned in city streets 
in the coming days, police sou-
ght to reassure jittery residents 
Tuesday of some of the precau-
tions they are taking to prevent 
just such a scenario.

New York City’s police boss 
says that regularly includes 
sharpshooters with binoculars 
on rooftops scanning nearby 
building windows for poten-
tial threats, helicopters circling 
above with snipers of their own, 
and detectives making security 
sweeps of nearby hotels.

But he acknowledged there is 

only so much that can be done. 
“We do understand,” said NYPD 
Commissioner James O’Neill, 
“that no city or town in this 
country is completely immune 
to such unbridled hatred.”

Added David Katz, CEO of 
Global Security Group, which 
conducts active-shooter training 
around the world:  “The answer 
only really is, if there’s a sniper, 
there’s a counter-sniper.”

But “you’re not going to be 
able to deploy police units with 
sniper capabilities everywhere,” 
Katz said. “There are, at some 
point, too many things going on, 
too many opportunities to stop 

them all. Unfortunately, if so-
meone is intent on doing harm 
they will find a way to do it.”

Chicago Mayor Rahm Ema-
nuel, whose son will be among 
the 45,000 runners in the ci-
ty’s annual marathon Sunday, 
said emergency officials, inclu-
ding federal authorities, have 
conducted roughly a dozen 
workshops to talk through va-
rious scenarios and Chicago is 
prepared for “any eventuality.”

“People don’t just show up on 
marathon day and decide to run 
26 miles. They train all year,” 
Emanuel said. “That’s also true 
of the Chicago police.”

Despite assurances of a hea-
vy police presence at this 
weekend’s Austin City Limi-
ts music festival, expected to 
draw 75,000 people a day to 
the city’s downtown, organizers 
were offering refunds to anyone 
uncomfortable with attending 
following the Las Vegas shoo-
ting.

Perhaps the most stark exam-
ple of the crowd-building dyna-
mic is in New York, where the 
city’s 36,000-officer department 
regularly goes on high alert for 
such events as the New Year’s 
Eve Times Square celebration, 
the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
parade, Monday’s Columbus 
Day parade, even some Yankees 
games.

For such events, the NYPD puts 
officers with body armor and hi-
gh-powered weapons around 
the perimeter, sharpshooters 

on nearby rooftops to scan the 
windows of other buildings for 
threats, and cops with bullhor-
ns on the streets instructing 
gawkers in nearby buildings to 
keep their windows closed.

They also have detectives 
ramp up security sweeps at 
hotels, particularly ahead of 
the holiday season. And the 
NYPD has a program to train 
thousands of private busines-
ses and employees, from hou-
sekeeping staff to security, on 
how to spot explosives or tell a 
golf bag from a gun case.

David C. Kelly, associate ma-
naging director K2 Intelligence 
and the former assistant com-
missioner for counterterrorism 
at the NYPD, said the shooting 
forces private security and law 
enforcement alike to give more 
regular events treatment usually 
reserved for special occasions 
like a president or a pope’s visit.

“It’s a big ask, but maybe that’s 
what needs to be done now,” 
Kelly said. “It’s forcing law en-
forcement to look at this in 
three dimensions, the car in the 
crowd, the bomb in the back-
pack, now the assault from the 
air.” AP

The Las Vegas 
gunman’s girlfriend, 

back in the United States af-
ter a weekslong trip abroad, 
will be at the center of the 
investigation into the shoo-
ting deaths of 59 people as 
authorities try to determine 
why a man with no known 
record of violence or crime 
would open fire on a con-
cert crowd from a high-rise 
hotel.

Stephen Paddock’s girl-
friend Marilou Danley, 62, 
who was in the Philippines 
at the time of the shooting, 
was met by FBI agents at 
the airport in Los Angeles 
late Tuesday night, accor-
ding to a law enforcement 
official.

The official wasn’t autho-
rized to publicly discuss the 
matter and spoke to The As-
sociated Press on condition 
of anonymity.

Sheriff Joseph Lombar-
do, who has called Danley 
a “person of interest” in 
the attack, said that “we 

anticipate some informa-
tion from her shortly,” and 
said he is “absolutely” con-
fident authorities will find 
out what set off Paddock, 
a 64-year-old high-stakes 
gambler and retired ac-
countant who killed himself 
before police stormed his 
32nd-floor room.

Danley first arrived in the 
Philippines on Sept. 15, 
according to immigration 
documents there. She de-
parted on Sept. 22 then re-
turned three days later on a 
flight from Hong Kong. She 
was traveling on an Austra-
lian passport.

Philippines immigration 
bureau spokeswoman An-
tonette Mangrobang said 
authorities there had been 
working with U.S. officials.

“From the very beginning, 
we have been providing 
them necessary informa-
tion that would aid their in-
vestigation,” Mangrobang 
said.

Danley’s Australia-based 

sisters say they believe Pa-
ddock sent her away so she 
wouldn’t interfere with his 
plans.

Australia’s Channel 7 
TV network interviewed 
the sisters with their faces 
obscured and their names 
withheld. They said they 
believe their sister couldn’t 
have known about his ideas.

The woman said Danley is 
“a good person” who wou-
ld’ve stopped Paddock had 
she been there.

One of the sisters, who live 
near Brisbane, Queensland, 
said they believed Marilou 
knew Paddock had guns, 
but not as many as he had.

“She probably was even 
[more] shocked than us 
because she is more closer 
to him than us,” her sister 
said.

Paddock transferred 
USD100,000 to the Phili-
ppines in the days before 
the shooting, a U.S. official 
briefed by law enforcement 
but not authorized to speak 

publicly because of the con-
tinuing investigation told 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity.

Investigators are still 
trying to trace that money 
and also looking into a least 
a dozen financial reports 
over the past several weeks 
that said Paddock gambled 
more than $10,000 per day, 
the official said.

As for what may have 
set Paddock off, retired 
FBI profiler Jim Clemente 
speculated that there was 
“some sort of major trigger 
in his life — a great loss, a 
breakup, or maybe he just 
found out he has a terminal 
disease.”

Clemente said a “psycho-
logical autopsy” may be 
necessary to try to establish 
the motive. If the suicide 
didn’t destroy Paddock’s 
brain, experts may even 
find a neurological disorder 
or malformation, he said.

He said there could be a 
genetic component to the 

slaughter: Paddock’s father 
was a bank robber who was 
on the FBI’s most-wanted 
list in the 1960s and was 
diagnosed a psychopath.

“The genetics load the gun, 
personality and psychology 
aim it, and experiences pull 
the trigger, typically,” Cle-
mente said.

Paddock had a business 
degree from Cal State Nor-
thridge. In the 1970s and 
‘80s, he worked as a mail 
carrier and an IRS agent 
and held down a job in an 
auditing division of the De-
fense Department, accor-
ding to the government. He 
later worked for a defense 
contractor.

He had no known criminal 
record, and public records 
showed no signs of financial 
troubles.

Nevada’s Gaming Control 
Board said it will pass along 
records compiled on Pad-
dock and his girlfriend to 
investigators.

His brother, Eric Paddock, 

said he was at a loss to ex-
plain the massacre.

“No affiliation, no religion, 
no politics. He never cared 
about any of that stuff,” 
he said outside his Florida 
home.

Eric Paddock said his bro-
ther did show a confron-
tational side at times: He 
apparently hated cigarette 
smoke so much that he 
carried around a cigar and 
blew smoke in people’s fa-
ces when they lit up around 
him. AP

Las Vegas high-rise shooting 
scenario a security nightmare

LAS VeGAS SHOOTiNG 

Gunman’s girlfriend returns to US for questioning

trump says it’s a ‘sad day’
PreSident donaLd Trump 
said it’s a “sad day” as he depart-
ed the White House to meet with 
first responders and the victims 
of the mass shooting in Las Ve-
gas. Trump said authorities are 
“learning a lot more” about the 
gunman in the shooting. The 
president told reporters yester-

day before boarding Marine One 
that he and first lady Melania 
Trump will be paying their re-
spects to meeting with police 
who have done a “fantastic job 
in a very short time.” Trump was 
expected to arrive in Vegas on 
Wednesday afternoon (local time, 
today in Macau). 

Marilou Danley
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this day in history

A man who was caught trying to sneak snakes into Canada in 
his socks has pleaded guilty.

Federal prosecutors in Buffalo say 28-year-old Chaoyi Le fa-
ces up to five years in prison after pleading guilty Tuesday to 
violating wildlife regulations.

He was arrested in 2014 at the Lewiston-Queenston Bridge 
in western New York after Canadian border agents discovered 
three live albino western hognose snakes hidden in his socks. 
At first, Le said he’d found them in a New York park, but even-
tually admitted buying them.

Authorities say Le, a Chinese citizen who lives in Mississauga, 
ontario, was trying to avoid a U.S. Fish and Wildlife inspection.

Court documents say that on the same day, Le also mailed 
several snakes from New York to China.

Sentencing is set for oct. 30.
It was not known if he had an attorney.

 Offbeat
man admits sneaking snakes over 
border in socks

Nicaragua’s ruling Sandinista Front (FSLN) has claimed a 
decisive victory in the country’s first elections since the revo-
lution five years ago.

Within hours of the count beginning, the leader of the coun-
try’s left-wing junta, Daniel Ortega, said he had gained nearly 
70 percent of the vote in the presidential election.

Mr ortega said his party won a similar share of the vote in 
the parliamentary election. Mr ortega said: “We can already 
say that the FSLN is the clear winner of these elections by 
an ample majority.”

The Sandinistas’ nearest rivals have so far polled just 11 
percent of the vote but Nicaragua’s leading right-wing parties 
boycotted the ballots.

Turnout was high with an estimated 83% of the country’s 
1.5 million-strong electorate casting a vote.

The Sandinistas have been at pains to convince the outside 
world, especially the US, that the elections were free and fair.

Approximately 400 independent foreign observers, inclu-
ding a number of Americans, were in Nicaragua to monitor 
proceedings.

The unofficial British election observer, Lord Chitnis, said 
proceedings were not perfect but he had no doubt the elec-
tions were fair.

In 1979 the Sandinistas - named after an assassinated for-
mer leader of Nicaragua - ousted long-time dictator Anasta-
sio Somoza.

The Sandinistas have been at odds with the US ever since, 
especially since the superpower began assisting the party’s 
main opponents, the Contras.

The Contras, based in neighboring Honduras, are engaged 
in a guerrilla war aimed at ousting the Sandinista Front.

courtesy bbc news

1984: sandinistas claim 
election victory

In spite of the Sandinista victory being declared fair the United 
States continued to oppose the left-wing Nicaraguan government.
It increased its military activity in the region prompting fears in 
Nicaragua of an invasion.
Eventually the US backed off but, unhappy at Nicaragua’s ties with 
the Soviet Union, continued to fund the anti-Sandinista rebels, the 
Contras.
However, during 1987-1988 the Nicaraguan leadership held talks 
and signed a peace agreement with the Contras.
During elections in 1990 a US-backed centre-right National Opposi-
tion Union defeated the Sandinistas, ending their decade-long spell 
in power. 

cinema

in context

friday
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:15
17:50
18:50
19:10
19:45
19:50
20:30
21:20
22:10
22:40
23:00
23:30
01:20
02:10

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscelalneous
Zig Zag
Miscellaneous    
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)
TDM Talk Show (Repeated)
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Soap opera   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Portuguese Serie
Brazilian Mini Serie    
Documentary Serie
TDM News
FIFA World Championship 2018 - Qualifications Highlights 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

saturday
10:30
11:45
12:00
12:30
13:00
13:30
14:50
17:20
18:15
19:10
20:30
21:00
21:50
22:40
23:00
23:30
00:55
01:30
02:45
04:45

Comedy
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
TDM News (Repeated)
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)   
Soap Opera (PT)
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
FIFA World Championship 2018 - Qualifications Highlights 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Drama (PT)    
Miscellaneous
Documentary Serie
TDM News
FIFA World Championship 2018 - Qualifications Highlights 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live  
FIFA World Championship 2018: Andorra x Portugal
RTPi Live

thursday
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:10
17:30
18:50
19:15
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:10
22:40
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscelalneous
Zig Zag
Bears    
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Soap opera   
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show
Non-daily Portuguese News
Yes, Chef!
Brazilian Mini Serie    
Documentary Serie
TDM News
Miscellaneous 
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

TV canal macau
cineteatro
05 oct - 11 oct

the Mountain between uS
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30 pm
director: hanyabu-assad
Starring: Kate winslet, idris elba     
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 103 min

blade runner 2049
room 2
2:30, 6:15, 9:15 pm
director: denis villeneuve
Starring: ryan gosling, harrison ford, Jared leto    
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 163min

the lego ninJago Movie
room 3
2:15, 4:30, 7:30 pm
director: Charlie bean
Starring:  Jackie Chan, dave franco, fred armisen      
language: Chinese 
duration: 101 min

fireworKS, Should we See it froM  
the Side or the bottoM
room 3
7:45, 9:30 pm
director: akiuki Shimbo
Starring: Suzu hirose, Masaki Suga, Mamoru Miyano      
language: Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 90min

Daniel Ortega
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aCroSS: 1- Actress Alicia; 4- Grasshopper; 10- Confess; 14- Craggy 
hill; 15- Go by; 16- Cod, Good Hope, or Canaveral, e.g.; 17- Ben-___; 
18- Checkered; 20- Sister of Zsa Zsa; 21- Suffragist Carrie; 22- Rubber 
gasket; 23- Sound of a horse; 25- Sri ___; 28- Ltd., in Paris; 29- Long 
tale; 30- Kentucky college; 31- McNally’s partner; 32- Comprehension; 
35- Juliette Low’s org.; 36- Mayday!; 37- Sudden haste; 44- Champagne 
name; 45- Peter and Franco; 46- Tenn. neighbor; 48- Nothing but; 49- 
ReykjavÃ k coin; 50- Playing marble; 51- ___-foot oil; 53- Bit; 55- Flee; 
56- Unsuitableness; 59- Anger; 60- Actress Bonet; 61- Matters; 62- Slangy 
negative; 63- ___-deucey; 64- Native drum; 65- Capp and Capone;
 
down: 1- Capital of Greece; 2- Recently created; 3- Censure; 4- Lewd 
one; 5- olive genus; 6- Fortresses; 7- Arriviste; 8- U-turn from NNW; 9- Aviv 
preceder; 10- Rent-___; 11- Residence 
of the popes; 12- Employment 
vacancy; 13- Tightly packed; 19- 
Mauna ___; 24- Doohickey; 26- PBS 
supporter; 27- Topeka’s state; 30- 
Intellectual; 31- Ascending; 33- PC 
panic button; 34- Morse “E”; 37- 
Controversial; 38- Fall back; 39- 
Pay-___-view; 40- Precious metallic 
element; 41- Deluge; 42- Musical 
wind instrument; 43- Chemical-free; 
44- Capital of the Philippines; 47- 
Continues a subscription; 49- “___ 
Beso” (1962 hit); 50- Bottomless 
gulf; 52- Cafeteria carrier; 54- Sock 
___ me!; 57- Agt.’s take; 58- Outback 
hopper;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSwoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

wEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

6
9
8
10
18

 drizzle
 overcast/drizzle
 cloudy/overcast

 cloudy/drizzle
 clear

10
5
13
5
11
8
14
17
16
15
18
13
18
26
26
25

21
20
23
10
19
23
19
21
25
17
22
16
23
32
33
29

11
15
16
15
24

 clear/cloudy
 clear

 clear/cloudy
 drizzle

 overcast/cloudy
 cloudy

 drizzle/overcast
 moderate rain/overcast

 shower
 shower/drizzle

 drizzle
 drizzle

 overcast
 drizzle/cloudy

 cloudy/thundershower
 cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Try to warn any innocent 
bystanders against using that 
word in that particular tone now. 
It may not work, but it will make 
reconciling with your conscience 
tomorrow a lot easier.

April 20-May 20
Nothing pushes your buttons faster 
than seeing your carefully laid plans 
derailed. Things might feel frustrating 
today because the universe has 
arranged for plenty of unexpected 
events to appear on today’s agenda. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ve never understood it when 
your people refuse to try new 
things. Even if you give something 
a shot and it doesn’t work out, you 
still feel that it’s still better than 
being bored.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
That certain someone you’ve been 
spending a lot of your time with lately 
seems to be interested in a lot more 
than just being friends, and you’re not 
arguing. You’ve definitely had your 
share of up and down relationships.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re already charming enough 
to require supervision under 
certain circumstances, and you’re 
even more irresistible when you 
set your mind on something - or 
someone.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your dependable nature makes 
you a big fan of routine and 
regularity. Unfortunately, you 
won’t be able to count on that - or 
much of anything else, for that 
matter - right now.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Will your behavior be that 
extreme? It sure could - and you’re 
not really surprised to hear that, 
are you? You’ve been feeling the 
need to break out of a rut for some 
time.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
If you’ve been thinking about doing 
shaking things up around the house 
lately, the urge to get started may 
suddenly become impossible to resist. 
Before you tear down a wall, you may 
want to consider a few things.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
No one is surprised that you’ve got 
something to say. Thanks to the 
rather startling array of energies 
the universe has directed your way, 
you are ready, willing and able to 
let it fly.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
When you are out shopping 
or wandering today, the more 
unusual your find, the more you’ll 
absolutely have to call it your own. 
That goes particularly for arts and 
crafts.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Unfortunately, you’re duty-bound 
at the moment, and they may be 
too. Until that changes, hang out, 
make plans and bide your time. 
You can do it, but you’ll certainly 
have your work cut out for you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’ve never been much good 
at taking orders unless they’re 
life-or-death. That goes double 
for your calendar, which means 
you often forget birthdays or 
deliberately ignore some holidays.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Veteran defender Gerard Pique

Syria’s national football team celebrates at the conclusion of their 
match with Iran, which drew 2-2 

Tales Azzoni, Madrid 

The divisive dispute over 
Catalonia’s push for inde-
pendence has spilled into 
Spain’s national team. “La 

Roja” has been unable to sidestep 
the nation’s most serious crisis 
in decades. The team now faces 
two decisive World Cup qualifiers 
while engulfed by unwanted talks 
about politics.

At the center of it all is veteran 
defender Gerard Pique, the outs-
poken Barcelona player who has 
strongly defended the Catalans.

His harsh criticism of Spanish 
authorities following the region’s 
disputed independence referen-
dum on Sunday polarized fans 
and attracted some unwanted at-
tention to the national team.

He was harassed by fans at 
Spain’s training camp in Madrid 
on Monday, disrupting the natio-
nal team’s first practice session 
ahead of the match against Alba-
nia on Friday. The incident made 
front-page headlines in nearly all 
sports dailies, along with headlines 
such as “Unbearable Situation.”

“It’s difficult because nobody 
likes when people are against you,” 
Pique said Wednesday. “I’m here 
to try to put this situation in the 
past. Regardless of what I think, 
with respect and common sense, 
I think that we can reach common 
ground.”

The defender said he wanted 
to talk publicly because he felt 
his teammates were tired of this 
“unpleasant” situation.

No matter how much Spain coa-
ch Julen Lopetegui and the other 
players have tried to avoid the sub-
ject, it keeps coming back.

“It’s a pity because we came here 
to play football, and we haven’t 
been able to talk about Albania or 
Israel,” Spain midfielder Thiago 
Alcantara said. “We have to dedi-
cate ourselves only to playing foo-
tball. We are not here to give our 
personal opinion on political deba-
tes. We are here to talk about the 
national team and to do our best 
to help the national team make it 
to the World Cup, which is some-
thing very important to us.”

Spain can close in a World Cup 
berth with a victory against Alba-
nia in the southeastern city of Ali-
cante, where Pique will certainly 
be loudly jeered by the Spanish 
fans. He is often booed by crowds 
when Spain plays outside of Cata-
lonia, and this time it should ha-
ppen even more intensely because 
of the recent incidents.

Lopetegui made a plea to the 
“great fans” of Alicante, asking 
them to focus on supporting the 
team and not on jeering Pique.

“To me, there is nothing more 
important this week than this 
game against Albania,” Lopetegui 
told local radio stadium COPE. 

“I don’t agree with those who use 
football to protest, because sport is 
meant to unify. I hope that we find 
a good atmosphere in Alicante. We 
all have an obligation to generate a 
good atmosphere.”

Pique, who was in tears when he 

criticized police brutally against 
Catalans trying to vote on Sun-
day, said at the time that he would 
have no problem stepping aside 
from the national team if the coa-
ch or the Spanish federation saw 
him as a nuisance.

“I don’t want to leave through 
the back door,” Pique said at news 
conference yesterday, admitting 
that he did consider leaving. “This 
is my family and I want to keep 
playing here.”

Lopetegui had praised Pique’s 
commitment, saying his “beha-
vior with the national team has 
always been very good” and there 
was no reason not to have him on 
the squad. But he also sent a clear 
message that the entire team had 
to be focused only on football des-
pite the crisis involving Catalonia’s 
disputed bid for independence.

“We are football players and 
coaches, we have to be focused on 
our main goal, which is to quali-
fy for the World Cup,” Lopetegui 
said. “We can’t get distracted by 
anything. I know that this is an 
unpleasant situation, but I ask for 
some reasoning and tranquility 
so we can all play a great match 
against Albania.”

Authorities said more than 890 
civilians and about 430 members 
of the police force were injured 
across the autonomous nor-
theastern region during Sunday’s 
referendum, which the Spanish 
government said was unconstitu-
tional.

On Tuesday, Lopetegui had a 
long chat with all the players befo-
re the team’s practice, which was 
closed to the fans. Wednesday’s 
session was also closed.

It remains largely unclear what 
would happen to Pique’s future if 
Catalonia went ahead with its in-
tention to declare independence 
unilaterally. A Catalonia natio-
nal team has played in occasio-
nal friendly matches, including 
against powerhouses Argentina 
and Brazil. At one point it was 
coached by the late Dutch great 
Johan Cruyff.

Pique said that he didn’t see a 
problem with a separatist, which 
he said was not his case, to keep 
playing for the Spanish national 
team.

Other Catalans in the national 
team include Sergio Busquets and 
Jordi Alba.

“It’s been a difficult week in every 
way,” Busquets told the local Ca-
dena SER radio station. “We try to 
do everything as normally as pos-
sible, but it’s obvious that we are 
aware of what has been happe-
ning around us. It’s obvious that it 
gets to us.” AP

Torn apart by war, 
Syria’s national soccer 

team is coming together for 
a spot at next year’s World 
Cup.

The Syrians have never 
before qualified for a World 
Cup, but they will face Aus-
tralia in a two-leg playoff 
starting this week. If the 
Syrians prevail, they will 
have to win another two- 
leg playoff against a team 
from North America - pos-
sibly the United States - to 
qualify for the World Cup 
in Russia.

Unable to play on home 
soil because of the conflict, 
the Syrians will “host” Aus-
tralia in Malacca, Malaysia, 
today in the first leg of the 
Asian playoff. The second 
leg is set for Tuesday in Sy-
dney.

Just as the nation has 
been riven by war and ei-
ther support or opposition 
to Syrian President Bashar 
Assad, the national team 
has also been split. Some 

players skipped important 
qualifiers until recently, 
but things seem to be get-
ting better.

Firas Al Khatib had been 
absent from the team until 
earlier this year when he 
returned along with Omar 
al-Soma. Neither player 
has given their reasons as 
to why their exile ended 
except to say it’s related to 
sports rather than politics.

“The important thing 
is that the team is deter-
mined to try and qualify 
for the World Cup,” Syria 
striker Omar Khribin told 

The Associated Press. “We 
have played against some 
very strong teams so far 
such as South Korea, Iran 
and Uzbekistan. We com-
peted well against them 
and proved that we are also 
a strong team.”

Syria was regarded as 
a long shot at the start of 
the third round of qualifi-
cation, and only two goals 
from the first seven games 
seemed to confirm that 
perception.

But after starting out as 
hard to beat and defensi-
ve, the Syrian team beca-

me more attacking. The 
return of al-Soma and Al 
Khatib made a differen-
ce, giving Syria one of the 
most dangerous forward 
lines in Asia. Together, 
they have scored seven 
goals in the final three ga-
mes.

Two of those goals came 
in the make-or-break last 
game against Group A win-
ner Iran in Tehran, where 
al-Soma scored deep in 
injury time to secure a 2-2 
draw against a lineup that 
hadn’t conceded any goals 
in the previous nine games 
in qualification.

That result was enough to 
secure the match against 
Australia, which finished 
behind Saudi Arabia on 
goal difference.

Players, with “Syria” ra-
ther than names emblazo-
ned across the back of their 
red jerseys, sank to their 
knees on the turf in Tehran 
to celebrate.

“We have worked so hard 

in qualification for the 
World Cup,” Khribin said. 
“The spirit in the team is 
very good. We know that 
we still have work to do, 
but we are ready for whate-
ver happens.”

In Syria, thousands of 
dancing fans filtered onto 
the streets of Damascus 
chanting “Syria” and wa-
ving the country’s flags.

But while Syrians were 
delighted to reach the 
playoff stage, Australia 
wasn’t. The Asian Cup 
champions have qualified 
for the last three World 
Cups and coach Ange Pos-
tecoglou has come under 
heavy criticism for not en-
suring an automatic spot 
in Russia despite only one 
loss in the qualifying cam-
paign.

“I have not lost [faith] in 
what I do,” Postecoglou 
said as he prepared this 
week to face Syria, which 
is unbeaten in five “home” 
games in Malaysia. “We 

watched all their qualifying 
games. We know what they 
bring to it.

“It’s match play against an 
opponent over two games 
knowing that it’s do-or-die 
scenario. They managed to 
score goals late in games to 
get themselves results and 
obviously they are hard to 
break down.”

Syria midfielder Moham-
med Zaher Midani was 
quoted as saying on the 
Asian Football Confedera-
tion’s website that his team 
would have the ingredients 
to beat the higher-profile 
Socceroos.

“Australia may have many 
prominent players who are 
known for their individual 
talents, but we have the 
enormous potential that 
comes from performing as 
a group, as well as the indi-
vidual skills of our players,” 
Midani said. “And we have 
a huge motivation — which 
is to make the Syrian peo-
ple happy.” AP

FOOTbALL

Catalonia independence dispute 
reaches Spain’s national team

Syria preparing for World Cup playoff against Australia

 
i don’t want to 
leave through 
the back door. 
This is my 
family and i 
want to keep 
playing here.

GERARD PIQUE
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New York resideNts seek to co-Name 
street after Jimi HeNdrix

Some New York City residents are 
petitioning to have a street in the 
Greenwich Village neighborhood na-
med in honor of musician Jimi Hen-
drix.

Organizers of the petition are seeking 
to co-name West Eighth Street as “Jimi 
Hendrix Way.” The New York Times 
reported the organizers say they belie-
ve the co-naming also would attract vi-
sitors to an area fighting gentrification.

Richard Geist, a local store owner, 
says the block has “lost the magic and 
we want to bring that magic back.”

Hendrix opened Electric Lady Stu-
dios on the block just before his death 
in 1970.

To co-name a street, petitioners 
would have to make a proposal to the 
local community board before it could 
be proposed to the full New York City 
Council for a vote.
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Perils of the orient for 
the trumPs

The Trumps are coming to Asia next month. 
What a significant trip this could turn out to be.

Let’s look at the issues raised by their itine-
rary, in no particular order. China. Here’s a thing 
that might sell communism to the world: the US 
President can’t tweet. Twitter is blocked. So @
realDonaldTrump won’t be able to post a photo 
at the Great Wall boasting ‘ours will be bigger’. 

Other concerns: will he dye his hair black like 
a leader in China?

Will he refuse to drink multiple toasts at ban-
quets? (Hint, Donald: this could offend your Chi-
nese host). 

Meantime, Melania might feel at home amon-
gst mainlanders – finally, people wearing more 
logos and sequins than her and hubbie! She may 
even feel feted: some Chinese girls will inevita-
bly take the English name FLOTUS.

The Philippines. Mrs Trump will carry on Air 
Force One a shoe collection that will rid the na-
tion of the long-lasting stigma of Imelda Marcos. 
A hashtag will emerge

#MelaniaHasMoreThanImelda
On arrival, expect a tweet from @realDonald 

Trump:
Presidential motorcade stuck in BIG traffic jam. 
And a tweet from (real) FLOTUS:
I am in Melania! Oh, it’s Manila. Can’t see with 

these new aviator shades from Ladies Street in 
Beijing, which they renamed First Ladies Street 
when Peng Liyuan and I went! Need them just in 
case there’s a flood somewhere. It’s rainy sea-
son in Asia, right?  Is this under 280 characters? 

Melania should be popular among Filipinas, 
with their love of big glamour. Will she dress like 
a Filipina on a night out? Platforms with heels 
taller than Trump Tower and and hot pants. She 
got togged up in what seemed like a costume in 
the Vatican. This is another highly Catholic place 
with its own unique dressing style. 

Humidity, though, will be factor for both the 
Trumps. It’s oppressive in the Philippines, gua-
ranteed to result in crinkly wide hair, and proba-
bly one reason why they don’t have a separate 
Hong Kong stop on the tour. (You have to won-
der where else they tried to squeeze in. Trump 
surely pushed for a side trip to Macau, to check 
out the rival casinos, but visiting either special 
administrative region and therefore giving it 
status, would likely offend his Chinese host in 
Beijing far more than rebuffing a Chinese Pinot 
Noir. )

Vietnam. Hair relief. Wearing one of the ele-
gant conical leaf hats will disguise the head 
mushroom created by Manila’s weather.

Japan. It was always going to be on the itine-
rary. Showing support. Sushi diplomacy.

South Korea. For Melania, a little plastic sur-
gery while Donald is speaking to the South Ko-
rean president? There must be something left to 
do and it would be a nice touch from America to 
help boost South Korean trade. Chinese women 
will head there and ‘get a Melania’.

And style-wise, will she wear Korean fashion? 
It’s the Italy of Asia, except for the cut and the 
fabric. 

As for Donald, well, South Korea is Asia’s skin-
care and cosmetic hub. Will he be persuaded to 
try skin whitening products when he is there? 

And South Korea is where Donald must ad-
dress the issue everyone seems to think is the 
main one. North Korea. Here’s hoping the humi-
dity of the South Asian region will by then have 
suggested new non-nuclear solutions to the pro-
blem.

@realDonaldTrump tweet:
My hair is BIG. BAD. It’s given me an idea about 

Kim Jong Un. We won’t assassinate him. He’s a 
hair guy. We will just SEND HIM HUMIDITY.

@realDonaldTrump tweet
Forget what I said about fire and fury. We will 

give him FRIZZ like the world has never seen. 

Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

KurdiStan With 
Turkey’s president 
by his side, iranian 
President Hassan 
rouhani pledged 
yesterday that they 
would ensure borders 
in the region remain 
unchanged after 
the recent Kurdish 
independence 
referendum in iraq.

turKey A court in 
southwestern Turkey 
sentenced 40 people to 
life in prison yesterday, 
convicting them of 
charges that during last 
year’s failed coup.

ruSSia-venezuela 
russian President 
Vladimir Putin has 
hosted Venezuelan 
President Nicolas 
Maduro, hailing him 
for reaching out to the 
opposition. Speaking at 
the start of their Kremlin 
talks, Putin noted that 
“Venezuela is going 
through uneasy times” 
and credited Maduro 
with “succeeding 
in establishing 
some contact” with 
opposition forces.

uS-Cuba The united 
States expelled 15 
of Cuba’s diplomats 
Tuesday to protest 
its failure to protect 
Americans from 
unexplained attacks 
in Havana, plunging 
diplomatic ties between 
the countries to levels 
unseen in years.

Nicole Evatt, Los Angeles 

Jackie Chan wishes he 
could have used his ico-

nic, on-screen martial arts 
skills to help those hurt at 
Sunday’s mass shooting in 
Las Vegas.

“A lot of young kids say 
‘Jackie, you’re a superhero. 
You’re hero.’ I really want to 
be any superhero (so) I can 
fly around the world, save the 
people, beat up the bad peo-
ple, put them in the jail. But 
sometimes I watch this, I’m 
just useless. Only thing I can 
do is pray, pray for them,” 
Chan said in an interview 
Tuesday.

The rampage by Stephen 
Paddock killed at least 59 
people and injured 527 others 
at the Route 91 Harvest Fes-
tival.

Chan does get the chance to 
battle terrorists in his new ac-
tion-thriller “The Foreigner,” 
opening Oct. 13. The actor 
takes a dramatic turn as a 
grief-stricken father hunting 
a rogue IRA cell responsible 
for an explosion that killed 
his daughter.

“I hope through the movie 
(to) tell the people stop this 
kind of violent things,” Chan 
said. “It’s a good message to 
tell, stop these kind of terror 
things, stop the bombing, 
stop hurting innocent peo-

ple.”
Other films canceled and 

scaled back promotion in the 
wake of the attack in Las Ve-
gas — something Chan thou-
ght long and hard about.

“Yes, it is challenging,” he 
said of continuing the film’s 
promotional tour, which 
includes Thursday’s Los 
Angeles premiere. “Asked 
what should I do? Should we 
change? Should we cancel? 
And you know I’m really a 
foreigner in another coun-
try. I don’t know what to do. 
You know, what should I say? 
Anything I can (do to) help?”

At 63, the Hong Kong star 
is hoping to prove he can do 
more than martial arts.

“I want to be a true actor. I 

don’t want audiences to keep 
thinking I’m an action star. 
One day I’m getting old, I 
cannot fight anymore. I want 
to be a Robert De Niro. I want 
to be a Clint Eastwood,” he 
explained. “They are true ac-
tors, but they can fight!”

Chan says a romantic lead 
in a musical would be a 
dream gig.

“I’d love to do it! I want to be 
something special. I want to 
be in a musical action come-
dy movie. You know fighting 
with singing, dancing,” Chan 
said. “Of course if a direc-
tor hire me to do some kind 
of ‘La La Land’ and ‘Sound 
of Music,’ I’d love to do it. I 
really do try everything, any-
thing.” AP

Jackie Chan feels 
‘useless’ in wake of 
Vegas attack
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times square by rodrigo

HOLiDAy TiMeS
Macau Daily Times 
will not be published 
during the holiday. The 
Times will be back on 
the stands on Monday 
october 9. However 
the MDT website will be 
updated with breaking 
news during the recess 
period. We wish our rea-
ders, advertisers and 
friends the best of times. 
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