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Renato Marques

ALWAYS one of the 
most anticipated 

moments of the Grand 
Prix (GP) event, the 51st 
Macau Motorcycle Grand 
Prix promises to keep 
emotions running high 
and adrenaline pumping 
during the 12-lap race 
around the Guia circuit.

Even if some of the 
usual suspects are noti-
ceably absent from the 
starting list this year, the 
action promises to be just 
as thrilling. Many vete-
ran riders will be trying 
to demonstrate their ex-
pertise and experience, 
while another group of 
hopefuls will be jostling 
to prove their mettle in 

their debut on the noto-
riously difficult and dea-
th-defying circuit.

Stalwarts like John 
McGuinness, who has 
not missed a Macau GP 
since 1998, and Ian Hu-
tchinson, another long-
time racer in Macau and 
the 2013 GP winner, are 
missing from the lineup. 
Both are recovering from 
serious injuries sustai-
ned during major races 
on the Road Racing ca-
lendar this year; namely, 
the North West 200 and 
the TT at the Isle of Man, 
respectively.

The only American 
left in a competition of 
mostly UK riders, Mark 
Miller – who started in 
1998 and described Ma-
cau as a crucial race – is 
also absent this year.

This leaves three se-
rious candidates for the 
laurel wreath: the trio 
that stormed the 2016 
podium – Peter Hi-
ckman, Michael Rutter 
and Martin Jessopp.

For Hickman, who has 
won the last two edi-
tions, this year will be his 
chance to join an exclu-
sive group of racers who 

have won three consecu-
tive times. He has had an 
amazing season this year 
in the British Superbike 
Championship (BSB) 
with a podium finish at 
the Isle of Man TT.

All three will be ri-
ding similar bikes to last 
year’s, with Hickman and 
Rutter being reunited on 
a pair of SMT/Bathams 
BMWs.

On a third S1000RR 
BMW, wearing the colo-
rs of Riders Motorcycles, 
will be Jessopp, a five-ti-
me podium finisher and 
Macau regular who is 

still chasing the gold me-
dal.

The 45-year-old Rutter, 
eight-time winner and 
record-holder nickna-
med “The Blade,” is ex-
pected to thrash the you-
ngsters in the paddock 
once more.

Twenty years have pas-
sed since Rutter claimed 
his first podium finish at 
the Guia Circuit. His sub-
sequent winning streak 
has earned him yet ano-
ther moniker: the “Peter 
Pan of British road ra-
cing.”

Beyond the best bets for 

the podium, – the dark 
horse of this race – is a 
man who made his Ma-
cau debut last year, and 
who would have clinched 
a spot on the podium 
himself had his Ducati 
not encountered an elec-
trical failure in the penul-
timate lap. Glenn Irwin, 
whose impressive per-
formance last year saw 
him battling shoulder to 
shoulder at the front, is 
already said to be hungry 
for more this year.

Another one to watch 
is Dean Harrison, re-
turning to Macau after 

PREVIEW 

Macau GT World Cup with first all-pro field ever
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Hickman chasing a Macau hat-trick

Renato Marques

S EVEN official car ma-
nufacturing teams will 
race the challenging 
Guia Circuit in this 

year’s edition of the Macau 
GT World Cup, which is one 
of the most anticipated races 
included in the program of 
the Macau Grand Prix.

The teams are representing 
well-known manufacturers 
such as Audi, BMW, Ferrari, 
Honda, Lamborghini, Merce-
des-Benz and Porsche, and 
have battled to secure the 
best line-up of drivers for a 
race that will follow the new 
rule of “professional-racers” 
only.

Consequently, the races 
held in Macau will involve a 
large number of famous dri-

vers from around the world, 
including some of the most 
famous ones from the history 
of the Guia Circuit. 

Marking his presence once 
more is two-time Macau F3 
winner Felix Rosenqvist. The 
Swede will be attempting to 
become the second driver 
after “Mr Macau” Edoardo 
Mortara to win both the F3 
and GT races at the 6.2km 
street circuit.

Rosenqvist will be making 
his Macau GT racing debut 
behind the driving wheel of 
the only Ferrari listed, a 488 
GT3 entered by American- 
based team Scuderia Corsa.

For Rosenqvist, the oppor-
tunity to take part in one of 
GT racing’s biggest events is 
an exciting one.

“Competing at Macau is so-

mething very special,” said 
Rosenqvist during the an-
nouncement of the team en-
try to Macau race. “It’s one of 
my absolute favorite events 
in the world and I’ve always 
had great experiences at the 
circuit in the past. To take 
part in the GT race is some-
thing that will be extremely 
challenging. Scuderia Corsa 
has an incredible reputation 
for preparing some of the 
best Ferraris in the GT world, 
and I appreciate the opportu-
nity from everyone,” he said.

But the task for the Swe-
de will be not an easy 
one as strong competi-
tion is in the next garage.  
The winners of the Macau GT 
Cup in 2014 and first edition 
of the FIA Macau World Cup 
2015 in Mortara and ano-

ther former Guia Winner, the 
Spaniard Daniel Juncadella, 
will be representing AMG-
Mercedes and promise to put 
all their winning experience 
into the two Mercedes-AMG 
GT3 vehicles from the AMG 
Racing Academy.

The two-time winner in 
2014 and 2015 with Merce-
des, Maro Engel, will be back 
this year in the Mercedes 
camp but will be switching 
to the Asian-based Gruppe 
M Racing team which has 
claimed both drivers and 
team victory in the Blan-
cpain Asia GT championship. 
Engel’s teammate is the for-
mer F3 European Champion 
Raffaele Marciello, who has 
been scoring several podium 
finishes in the Blancpain GT 
Sprint and Endurance series 

for Mercedes-Benz.
Making the Porsche team 

stronger are two previous 
winners of the Cup, with 
reigning champion Laurens 
Vanthoor driving the Porsche 
911 GT3R from Hong-Kong 
based Craft Bamboo Racing. 
He promised to try to repeat 
last year’s victory (keeping 
the four wheels on the grou-
nd, if possible). The other 
driver for Porsche is Hong 
Kong’s Darryl O’Young, win-
ner of the first GT race back 
in 2008.

Brazilian Lucas di Gras-
si, who is the current reig-
ning FIA Formula E Cham-
pion, will also be returning 
to Macau after a five year 
absence from the Guia Cir-
cuit. di Grassi last raced 
in Macau in 2012 in an AF 

Renger Van der ZandeMaro Engel

Daniel Juncadella Edoardo Mortara
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Macau GT World Cup with first all-pro field ever
Corse-run Ferrari 458 GT3. 
To recall, di Grassi has ra-
ced and won Macau’s Queen 
Race Formula 3 back in 
2005, winning the competi-
tion ahead of Rubert Kubica 
and Sebastian Vettel.

This time di Grassi will race 
one of the Audi R8 LMS from 
the HCB-Rutronik-Racing 
team, aiming to put his name 
into the very exclusive Hall 
of Fame, winners in Macau 
in both the F3 and GT cate-
gories.

Racing for Italy’s FFF Ra-
cing Team, which will only 
have a single car this year 
due to the serious accident 
putting Macau’s Andre Cou-
to on the sidelines under a 
long recovery plan, will be 
Italian Mirko Bortolotti. 
The joint winner of the 2017 

Blancpain GT series in Euro-
pe will drive the only Lam-
borghini Huracan GT3 from 
the grid.

And because the GT Wor-
ld Cup does not only consist 
of returning racers, there 
are some strong newcomers 
such as two-time DTM cham-
pion Marco Wittman, who 
will pair with Bathurst 1000 
winner Chaz Mostert at the 
wheels of two BMW M6 cars, 
signed in by FIST Team AAI. 
The third car will be driven 
by Tom Blomqvist who has 
raced in Macau back in 2010 
in the extinct Formula BMW 
Pacific (making 3rd place 
overall and fastest lap) and 
has raced three years in a 
row from 2012 to 2014 in the 
F3 series before joining the 
BMW DTM field in 2015.

The field is not complete 
without mentioning the two-
time winner of the 24 Hours 
of Le Mans and Pikes Peak 
International Hill Climb and 
also FIA World Endurance 
Champion, Romain Dumas, 
who will drive another Pors-
che 911GT3R, representing 
HubAuto Racing.

The drivers and their ma-
chines will compete in two 
races that include a quali-
fying event over 12 laps (or 
60 minutes) on Saturday No-
vember 18 and the main Cup 

decider over 18 laps (or 75 
minutes) to be raced on Sun-
day November 19. This race 
will attribute the 2017 World 
Cup. 

four years away. Harri-
son has been known as 
the “world’s fastest road 
racer” since clocking an 
impressive record speed 
of approximately 217kph 
at the Ulster Grand Prix 
in August. For his second 
run in Macau, he will ride 
the Silicone Engineer Ra-
cing Kawasaki ZX10RR.

British and Irish riders 
dominate the Macau li-
ne-up for this year’s race, 
which yet again will have 
only one local team on 
the grid: the CF32 Racing 
Team. 

The CF32 team is part-
nering the Lekka Ra-
cing Team this year, and 
will again feature South 
African rider Allann-
Jon Venter, riding a 

Yamaha R1.

JAPANESE manufacturer Honda will 
race the new NSX in the 3rd edition of 

FIA GT World Cup at the Guia Circuit.
This will be the official debut for the twin-

turbo V6 in Honda badges, as the racing car 
was only previously used during the IMSA 
SportsCar Championship and the Pirelli 
World Challenge, in the USA, at that time 
racing under Honda’s sister brand Acura.

The car to be driven by Dutchman Renger 
Van der Zande moves from Mercedes-AMG 
to Honda and will be operated during the GT 
World Cup by the Italian JAS Motorsport 
team.

Another special appearance is reser-
ved for the BMW M6 entries. One dis-
tinct BMW is taking to the track un-
der the guidance of Augusto Farfus. 
The “M6 Art Car” is the latest in a long line 
of iconically decorated BMW machines and 
this time the German manufacturer is coun-
ting on the work of Chinese artist Cao Fei, 

who said her work is to be “a reflection on 
the speed of change in China, on tradition 
and future.”

The Art Car, number 18 so far, has the 
uniqueness of being viewed only through 
an augmented reality app, as it looks unfi-
nished to the naked eye. Without the app, it 
has only a “natural” carbon black base, gi-
ving the idea that someone forgot to wrap 
the car.

Honda to race new NSX
 in FIA GT World Cup

Hickman Glenn Irwin Michael Rutter

Martin JessoppDean Harrison Michael Rutter
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NOVEMBER 16 - 19
16th of November (Thursday)

06:00 Circuit Closed
06:30 - 07:00 Circuit Inspection
07:30 - 08:30 Suncity Group Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix - 51 st 
Edition - Practice
08:50 - 09:20 Suncity Group Chinese Racing Cup - Practice
09:35 - 10:15 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 
World Cup - Free Practice 1
10:35 - 11:05 CTM Macau Touring Car Cup 1600cc Turbo - Practice
11:20 - 11:50 SJM Macau GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup - Free 
Practice 1
12:25 - 12:55 CTM Macau Touring Car Cup over 1950cc - Practice
13:10 - 13:55 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - Free 
Practice 1
14:10 - 14:50 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 
World Cup – Qualifying 1
15:40 - 16:25 Suncity Group Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix - 51 st 
Edition - Qualifying
18:00 - 18:00 Circuit Opened

18thof November (Saturday)

06:00 Circuit Closed
06:30 - 07:00 Circuit Inspection
07:30 - 08:30 Safety, Rescue and Extrication Cars - Testing laps
09:00 - 10:00 Suncity Group Chinese Racing Cup - 10 laps
10:20 - 11:10 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 
World Cup - Qualification Race - 10 laps
11:30 - 11:50 Suncity Group Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix - 51 st 
Edition - Warm Up
12:25 - 13:30 SJM Macau GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup - Qualification 
Race - 12 laps
14:10 - 15:10 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - 
Opening Race - 8 laps
15:40 - 16:40 Suncity Group Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix - 51 st 
Edition - 12 laps
18:00 - 18:00 Circuit Opened

17th of November (Friday)

06:00 Circuit Closed
06:30 - 07:00 Circuit Inspection
07:30 - 08:15 Suncity Group Macau Motorcycle Grand Prix - 51 st Edition 
- Qualifying
08:25 - 08:55 Suncity Group Chinese Racing Cup - Qualifying
09:15 - 10:00 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - Free 
Practice 2
10:15 - 10:40 CTM Macau Touring Car Cup 1600cc Turbo - Qualifying
11:00 - 11:30 SJM Macau GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup - Free Practice 2
11:45 - 12:25 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 World 
Cup - Free Practice 2
12:40 - 13:05 CTM Macau Touring Car Cup over 1950cc - Qualifying
13:25 - 14:40 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - Qualifying
14:50 - 15:10 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - MAC 3
15:25 - 16:05 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 World 
Cup – Qualifying 2
16:25 - 16:55 SJM Macau GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup – Qualifying
18:30 - 18:30 Circuit Opened

19th of November (Sunday)

06:00 Circuit Closed
06:30 - 07:00 Circuit Inspection
07:00 - 07:50 Safety, Rescue and Extrication Cars - Testing laps
08:00 - 08:30 Special Event
09:00 - 10:00 CTM Macau Touring Car Cup 1600cc Turbo and over 
1950cc - 12 laps
10:40 - 11:40 Suncity Group Macau Guia Race - FIA WTCC - Main 
Race - 11 laps
12:10 - 13:40 SJM Macau GT Cup - FIA GT World Cup - 18 laps
15:10 - 15:20 Lion Dance
15:30 - 16:30 Suncity Group Formula 3 Macau Grand Prix - FIA F3 
World Cup - 15 laps
18:00 - 18:00 Circuit Opened

Lynzy Valles 

THE SJM Theodore Racing 
Team presented its line-up 

of four young drivers who will be 
racing in its ninth Macau GP Tit-
le campaign yesterday at Grand 
Lisboa.

The partnership between SJM 
and Theodore Racing will conti-
nue this year at the 64th running 
of the Macau Grand Prix, and 
the team will feature Maximi-
lian Günther, Callum Ilott, Zhou 
Guan Yu, and Mick Schumacher. 

Speaking to the press, the ra-
cers were all in agreement that 
the Grand Prix circuit in Macau 
remains a challenge compared to 
tracks in Europe, citing the city’s 
narrow roads as a reason for this.

The German racer, Maximilian 
Günther, spoke about his return 
to the Macau Grand Prix, expres-
sing his high hopes.

“I have had a good season in the 
FIA European F3 championship, 
finishing third overall and my 
aim is to continue this form here 
in Macau,” he told the press in an 
interview after the press confe-
rence.

According to the 20-year old 
driver, winning the city’s Grand 
Prix involves a “bit of luck.”

“Especially here in Macau with 
the whole track which is very 
dangerous and tricky […] but for 
sure I want to win it.”

Explaining his concerns regar-
ding the track, he claimed that 
most challenging track segment 
for the young driver is the second 
part of the track, as the road gets 
tighter. 

“You can never ever relax on 
this track because it’s important 
to be focused because as soon as 
you make just a tiny mistake, you 
will damage your car or crush it. 
It’s just amazing to drive here,” 
the German racer articulated.

Echoing those sentiments, Bri-
tain’s Callum Ilott, who took six 
wins in this year’s European For-
mula 3, remarked “Macau is the 
highlight of the season and I have 
been looking forward to this for 
months.  I am determined to get 
onto the rostrum and hopefully 
even win this event.”

Ilott, who is in the city for the 
third time, recalled that his first 
year in the Grand Prix in 2015 
was a struggle, as he was unfa-
miliar with the city’s track, yet 
he noted that his results last year 
where he finished fifth in the F3 
race, are a cause for optimism.

Questioned on his aim for the 

week, the 19-yeard old racer said, 
“In Macau you have to win […] 
but Macau is always a lottery.”

“This circuit is really special to 
drive. The feeling is amazing. As 
they say, if you’re fast in Macau, 
you’re fast anywhere,” he said.

According to him, Günther re-
mains a strong opponent, along 
with Lando Nerris who won the 
F3 Championships in Europe. 

Meanwhile Zhou Guan Yu, the 

first Chinese driver admitted to 
the Ferrari Driver Academy has 
shown his excitement for the up-
coming tournament, which he 
considers his favourite event.

Hailing from Shanghai, Zhou 
took eighth place in the F1 For-
mula European Championship 
last year.

Finally, Macau Grand Prix 
rookie Mick Schumacher, son 
of seven-time Formula 1 World 

Champion Michael Schumacher, 
only spoke during the press con-
ference noting, “Following last 
year’s success in Formula 4, I 
graduated to Formula 3 with the 
team and it has been an enjoyab-
le season.”

“Being a rookie at this high 
level of motorsport is clearly a 
steep learning curve but we have 
had some brilliant results in Eu-
rope,” he concluded. 

F3 racers say circuit remains a challenge

From left: Drivers Mick Schumacher, Callum Ilott, Zhou Guan Yu and Maximilian Günther


