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the limits of language human rights 
repression worsens The works of Chinese 

contemporary artist Xu Bing, 
now showcased in Macau, 
are a test of the limits of 
language 

Activists point to the growing 
number of secret detentions 
and closed-door trials and the 
disregard for due process P4 hOnG KOnG

one in 
five live in 
poverty

 P8

Zimbabwe’s state-
run broadcaster says 
longtime President 
Robert Mugabe is due 
to address the nation 
shortly amid pressure 
to resign after nearly 
four decades in power. 
The announcement 
comes hours after the 
ruling party’s Central 
Committee fired Mugabe 
as party leader and said 
if he didn’t resign as 
the country’s president 
by noon today it would 
start impeachment 
proceedings. More on p14

PhiliPPines A court 
has convicted a man for 
a daring 2007 motorcycle 
bombing that killed a 
Muslim rebel-turned-
congressman and 
three other people and 
wounded 10, including 
two legislators. More on p13

singaPore Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong says his country 
is expected to exceed 
expectations this year 
by recording economic 
growth above 3 percent. 
He said Singapore 
was benefiting from an 
improved world economy, 
but would have to 
press on with plans to 
restructure and upgrade 
the economy to sustain 
growth. More on p12

Turkey Officials have 
banned all events by 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans and intersex rights 
groups in the country’s 
capital. The ban took 
effect Saturday for an 
“indefinite” period and 
applies to all LGBTI film 
screenings, theaters, 
panels and exhibitions.
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GRAnd PRiX

Ticktum wins 
eventful F3 race

University of Macau 
appoints new rector
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Sulu Sou’s court 
hearing postponed
The Court of First Instance (TJB) issued a 
statement yesterday informing that lawmaker 
Sulu Sou’s court hearing, initially scheduled 
for November 28, was postponed to a date to 
be announced after the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) reaches a decision on whether to 
suspened him or not. The court’s information 
follows a request to postpone the trial by 
the AL president, Ho Iat Seng. Sulu Sou 
has been accused of the crime of qualified 
disobedience. This is the first time since the 
establishment of the MSAR that a lawmaker 
faces criminal charges. The AL will convene in 
a plenary meeting to decide whether it agrees 
to suspend Sou’s mandate and consequently 
remove its immunity, meaning that Sou would 
stand trial.

Fourth channel 
connecting artificial 
island to Taipa

 
The fourth channel connecting the Macau 
peninsula to Taipa has been proposed as 
a means of connecting an artificial island 
to Taipa. The Legislative Assembly (AL)’s 
Follow-Up Committee on Land and Public 
Concession Affairs announced that the 
current blueprints of the fourth connection 
also depict a connection from the New Urban 
Zone and the Macau Peninsula to Taipa. Lei 
Cheng I, chairman of the committee, noted 
that the central government has deemed 
Macau’s feasibility report regarding the 
fourth connection problematic. The Macau 
government aims to deliver another report to 
the Central Government before the Chinese 
New Year. 

First book on legal 
cooperation of BRICS 
countries 
The BRICS-Lawyers’ Guide to Global 
Cooperation, a book co-edited by three faculty 
members from the University of Macau (UM) 
Faculty of Law, namely full professor Rostam 
J Neuwirth, assistant professor Alexandr 
Svetlicinii, and senior instructor Denis de 
Castro Halis, was published by Cambridge 
University Press in September 2017, following 
the Ninth BRICS Summit, which was held 
in Xiamen, China, from September 3 to 5, 
2017. The book contains 16 chapters written 
by international experts on a broad range 
of aspects of legal cooperation of BRICS 
countries (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa), including trade, investment, 
competition, intellectual property, energy, 
consumer protection, financial services, space 
exploration and legal education. 

Sulu Sou

Residential unit 
transactions plunge 

Sands China signs new 
health and safety charter
Sands China sig-

ned a new occupa-
tional health and sa-
fety charter at Sands 
Cotai Central last week 
as part of efforts to 
improve its work envi-
ronment. 

Witnessed by Labor 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
representatives, the 
gaming operator’s 
event aimed to estab-
lish a comprehensive 
occupational health 
and  safety manage-
ment system.

Sands China said 
more than 66,000 em-
ployees participated in 
a series of occupatio-
nal safety and health 
training courses co-or-
ganized with DSAL.

Speaking at the sig-
ning ceremony last 
week, Sands China pre-
sident Wilfred Wong 

said the charter was a 
significant initiative to 
raise awareness of the 
standards set by DSAL.

In keeping with its 
principle of “safety, 
health and prevention 
first,” Wong expressed 
that the charter aims 
to promote a safe and 
healthy environment.

DSAL director Wong 
Chi Hong remarked: 
“The signing of this 
charter not only helps 

build a good corporate 
image and reputation 
for the company but 
also strengthens em-
ployees’ sense of be-
longing.”

Sands China also 
held its “My Way” Ho-
rizontal Development 
Programme Results 
Announcement, which 
presented four team 
members with new 
uniforms representing 
their new skill sets.

“My Way” offers par-
ticipating Sands China 
staff to try new fields 
and positions for a set 
period of time, giving 
them more opportuni-
ties for career develop-
ment.

The program focuses 
on six key departments 
such as food and beve-
rage, hotel operations 
and business develo-
pment, housekeeping 
and security. Some 
320 dealers have com-
pleted training and 
examinations to qua-
lify as facility techni-
cians. 

Sands China said 
more than 240 of the-
se staff members will 
officially transfer to fa-
cilities management in 
the near future. 

One of the program’s 
recent graduates, 

Cheng Wa Hin, said 
“My Way” has given 
him the chance to ex-
plore his skill sets and 
transfer to different 
departments.

“I’m happy and 
thankful that the com-
pany offers a series of 
academic and prac-
tical training for me, 
[and] hired some pro-
fessionals to teach us 
theories and practical 
works,” said Cheng, 
who used to be in the 
table games depart-
ment.

Cheng is now a faci-
lity technician and is 
optimistic about his 
career prospects.

“It’s good for other 
people to […] try and 
challenge themselves, 
and explore more. It’s 
better for your career 
and personal develop-
ment,” said Cheng.

Sands China said “My 
Way” and its other ca-
reer development pro-
grams have improved 
career mobility for over 
2,000 team members. LV

The number of building 
units and parking spaces 

that were bought and sold 
in the third quarter of 2017 
reached 2,818 as per Stamp 
Duty record, amounting to 
MOP15.62 billion worth of 
transactions. This represen-
ted a quarter-to-quarter de-
crease of 38.6 percent and 
48.1 percent, respectively. 

Information from the Sta-
tistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) indicated that pur-
chase and sale of residential 
units totaled 2,088, a decrea-
se of 1,474 units; the total 
value amounted to MOP12.41 
billion, down by 51.6 percent.

Among these, pre-sale resi-
dential units purchased and 
sold declined 63.3 percent to 
251, and the total value dro-
pped by 67.9 percent to MOP 
2.42 billion. 

Purchase and sale of exis-
ting residential units to-
taled 1,837, amounting to 
MOP9.99 billion, down by 
36.2 percent and 44.8 per-
cent, respectively.

Regarding the average pri-
ce per square meter of usa-
ble area, the average price of 
residential units decreased 
by 4.8 percent quarter-to-
quarter to MOP99,276 in the 
third quarter of 2017.

Among these, the average 

price of residential units in 
Taipa (MOP110,247) fell by 
8.5 percent, mainly due to 
fewer high-value transac-
tions for pre-sale residen-
tial units and building units 
completed within five years 
or less. 

Meanwhile, the average 
price of residential units in 
Coloane (MOP130,875) dro-
pped by 1.4 percent while the 
price of those in the Macau 

Peninsula (MOP93,334) rose 
by 3.3 percent.

The average price of pre-sa-
le residential units increased 
by 4.5 percent quarter-to-
quarter to MOP145,075 per 
square meter.

Most of the residential 
units that were bought and 
sold were located in Baixa 
da Taipa (103), followed by 
Coloane (51). The respecti-
ve average prices per square 

meter were MOP173,218 and 
MOP132,587. 

3,430 real estate purcha-
se and sale contracts were 
signed in the third quarter 
of 2017, and the number of 
properties involved (3,513) 
fell by 14.7 percent quarter-
to-quarter. Some 3,220 mor-
tgage contracts were signed, 
and the number of properties 
involved (3,566) went down 
by 33.8 percent.
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New border gate 
bus terminal 
expected in five 
years
 
Kou Kun Peng, Head of the Department 
of Civil and Environmental Engineering 
of the Faculty of Science and Technology 
at the University of Macau, believes 
it will take the government five to 
six years to complete the border 
gate bus terminal’s design, plan and 
construction. The government has 
planned to use the harbor coastline 
at the eastern side of the border gate 
to build a new bus terminal and a 
transportation transit system. Kou 
considers that related works will take 
a long time because the project might 
require a water area authorization 
issued by the Central Government.  

Show apologizes 
for listing SARs as 
countries 
Korean music awards ceremony Mnet 
Asian Music Awards (MAMA) has 
been condemned by several mainland 
netizens since November 15 for listing 
Macau, Hong Kong and Taiwan as 
countries instead of regions, during 
an online voting poll displayed on the 
awards’ official website.  After Weibo 
users left comments under MAMA’s 
official Weibo account criticizing the 
ceremony for the misrepresentation, 
MAMA deleted the page and apologized. 
The comment that received the 
most likes read “write down clearly, 
on Weibo, Instagram, Twitter, and 
Facebook about what you did wrong and 
why you apologized.” The music awards 
show is scheduled to take place in Hong 
Kong on November 30 this year. It was 
held in Macau in 2010. 

Compilation of 
documents on 
Matteo Ricci 
launched 
 
The new book titled “Compilation 
and Annotations of Ming and Qing 
Chinese Documents on Matteo Ricci”, 
jointly published by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau and the Shanghai Chinese 
Classics Publishing House, was recently 
launched with a ceremony at the 
Shanghai Library Bibliotheca Zi-Ka-Wei. 
The book records historical material 
relating to Matteo Ricci, (a Jesuit priest 
and founder of missions in China), 
from the Ming and Qing dynasties 
documentary archives, specifically 
from the period between the mid-Ming 
dynasty and the late-Qing dynasty. 
Totaling over 800 thousand characters, 
the compilation consists of six volumes 
– namely; inscription and biography, 
preface and postscript, official 
documents, thesis and commentaries, 
poems and correspondence and 
miscellaneous articles. The book 
provides an introduction to the life 
of Matteo Ricci, specific events he 
encountered in China, a compilation 
of his thinking and analyses of Chinese 
society and succeeds in providing a full 
illustration of Matteo Ricci’s impact on 
the Chinese society after his arrival in 
the country.

HonG KonG 

One in five live in poverty, 
government study shows

Business performance 
‘better than expected’

Re s t a u r a n t s 
and similar estab-

lishments performed 
better than expected 
in September 2017 as 
business conditions 
improved, according to 
data from the Statisti-
cs and Census Service 
(DSEC).

The interviewed busi-
nesses reported higher 
year-on-year revenue 
growth in September 
than August, and were 
optimistic about their 
business prospects in 
October.

Among the inter-
viewed restaurants and 
similar establishments, 
45 percent registered a 
year-on-year rise in re-
ceipts, up 12 percenta-
ge points from August. 

The corresponding 
shares of Local-Style 
Cafes, Congee & Noo-
dle Shops (39 percent) 
and Japanese & Korean 
Restaurants (56 per-
cent) rose by 20 and 13 
percentage points, res-
pectively. 

The proportion of es-
tablishments recording 
a year-on-year decline 
in receipts declined to 

37 percent, down by 9 
percentage points from 
August. 

In the retail sector, 
the proportion of re-
tailers reporting a 
year-on-year sales in-
crease in September 
2017 went up by 10 
percentage points from 
August to 51 percent. 
Leather goods retailers 
in particular showed 
a year-on-year rise in 
September sales.

Retailers were more 
optimistic about their 
business prospects in 
October, with 33 per-
cent predicting a year- 
on-year sales increase, 
up by 8 percentage 
points from Septem-
ber. 

Among the types of 
retailers, 56 percent of 
the Watches, Clocks & 
Jewellery Retailers and 
44 percent of the Cos-
metics & Sanitary Arti-
cles Retailers expected 

a year-on-year sales 
rise in October - up by 
33 and 24 percentage 
points, respectively, 
from September. 

Some 67 percent of 
Motor Vehicle Retai-
lers and 44 percent of 

Department Stores ex-
pected a year-on-year 
growth in sales. 

23 percent of the re-
tailers surveyed anti-
cipated a year-on-year 
decline in sales, down 
by 10 percentage poin-

ts from September. 
The corresponding 

proportions of Cosme-
tics & Sanitary Articles 
Retailers (22 percent), 
Watches, Clocks & 
Jewellery Retailers (11 
percent) and Adults’ 
Clothing Retailers (15 
percent) dropped by 
18, 17 and 15 percenta-
ge points, respectively, 
while Department Sto-
res (33 percent) grew 
by 11 percentage points.

Hong Kong’s Commission 
on Poverty released on 

Friday the latest official data 
on the city’s lowest earners, 
showing a slight increase in the 
proportion of people earning 
less than HKD4,000 per mon-
th.

As many as one in five people 
in Hong Kong – which is home 
to a population of around seven 
million – live in relative pover-
ty, earning less than half of the 
city’s HKD8,000 median wage. 

The pre-intervention poverty 
figure was 1.35 million people 
in 2016, or a poverty rate of 
19.9 percent, representing a 
slight rise from 2015. Accor-
ding to the government, this 
is the highest it has been since 
2009.

After accounting for finan-
cial assistance from the Hong 
Kong government – known as 
“recurrent cash policy inter-
vention” – the 2016 poverty 
rate drops to 14.7 percent or 
almost one million people, up 
by about 0.4 percentage points 
from the previous year.

Matthew Cheung, chairper-
son of Hong Kong’s Commis-
sion on Poverty, said the ove-
rall size of the population living 
in poverty remained mostly 

stable last year, holding stea-
dy at under one million for the 
fourth consecutive year. 

“On the back of moderate 
economic growth and a stab-
le labor market in 2016, there 
was an across-the-board rise in 
poverty line thresholds due to 
an increase in household inco-
me,” said Cheung.

Hong Kong’s criteria to de-
termine whether an individual 
lives in poverty are based so-
lely on income level. They do 
not take into account any other 
assets or non-recurring sub-
sidies, such as public housing 

provision. 
According to Cheung, when 

public housing provision is 
taken into consideration, the 
proportion of those living in 
poverty is effectively halved to 
10.4 percent, or slightly over 
700,000 people.

However, Cheung noted that 
Hong Kong’s aging population 
would affect this assessment in 
the near future, as most of the-
se people included in the sur-
vey will no longer be earning 
income.

In Macau, the proportion of 
people living in relative pover-

ty is believed to be far lower, 
though the government does 
not provide extensive data or 
explain its criteria.

The MSAR government offi-
cially lists the poverty rate at 
2.3 percent, but Caritas Macau 
has estimated that it is closer to 
10 percent, with approximate-
ly 7 percent struggling to fulfill 
basic needs such as food.

The median wage taking into 
account both residents and 
non-residents in Macau is sig-
nificantly higher than in Hong 
Kong, at about MOP15,000 in 
2016. DB

A couple walk past an elderly woman who is trying to find something to eat 
next to a rubbish bin on a street in Hong Kong

 The MSAR 
government 
officially puts 
the poverty 
rate at 2.3pct, 
but Caritas 
Macau has 
estimated that 
it is closer to 
10 percent
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Taiwan plans 
new judicial 
law for SARs 
Taiwan is in the process 
of establishing a law for 
mutual assistance with both 
SARs and mainland China 
in terms of international 
criminal justice. Under the 
new law, the regions will 
provide mutual judicial 
assistance in combating 
drug dealing, cross-country 
fraud and international 
money laundering. The 
bill has been approved by 
the Executive Yuan of the 
Taiwanese government 
and will be discussed 
by Taiwan’s lawmakers. 
According to the Executive 
Yuan, this law will raise 
awareness among the 
international community 
about Taiwan’s efforts to 
combat money laundering. 

95 percent 
of HKZMB 
completed
 
Ninety-five percent of 
construction on the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
has been completed. The 
bridge will be ready for 
operation by the end of the 
year, according to a report 
by China Daily. The bridge 
connects to an artificial 
island, which houses 
a power transmission 
project that commenced 
production on November 
16. China Southern Power 
Grid will operate the power 
station, which will supply 
electricity to the bridge’s 
highway and integrated 
transportation systems. The 
bridge’s roads are complete, 
as are most of the tunnels. 
The last ongoing project 
concerns the interior 
refurbishment of the 
artificial island’s functional 
areas. 

Lei Chan U 
questioned 
gov’t internal 
management
 
Lawmaker Lei Chan U 
asked the government 
whether officials plan 
to improve internal 
management. In a 
written inquiry, fellow 
lawmaker Sulu Sou 
urged the government to 
institutionalize the cash 
handout scheme, so as to 
leave precious political 
assets to the next SAR 
government. Wong Kit 
Cheng also called on the 
government to set up 
an office to help victims 
of domestic violence, as 
Macau has been reporting 
over a hundred such cases 
each month.   

ART 

Xu Bing tests the limits of 
language in unique exhibition

EduCATion

IPM to hold ninth education quality conference
The Macau Polyte-

chnic Institute (IPM) 
and the Asia-Pacific Qua-
lity Network (APQN) are 
jointly organizing the 9th 
Higher Education Inter-
national Conference on 
the New Developments 
of Teaching and Learning 
Quality Assurance in Hi-
gher Education this year. 
The conference will be 
held at IPM on November 
22 and 24, and seeks to 
share knowledge on the 
latest trends in internatio-
nal quality assurance and 
thereby advance the qua-

lity of higher education in 
Macau.

This two day conference 
will consist of presenta-
tions of more than 20 pa-
pers by academics and ex-
perts from places such as 
Portugal, Ireland, Japan, 
Fiji, Mauritius, mainland 
China, Hong Kong and 
Macau. They will cover 
topics such as teaching 
theory, learning quality 
assurance systems, edu-
cation environments, stu-
dent evaluation of teachers 
and teacher self-evalua-
tion, and outcome-based 

approaches to teaching.
According to a statement 

from IPM, the content of 
the conference will make 
“special reference to the 
Asia-Pacific [region].”

It will also feature keyno-
te speeches by APQN Pre-
sident Jianxin Zhang and 
the vice-rector of the Uni-
versity of Coimbra, Luís 
Filipe Menezes, as well as 
José Sarsfield Cabral of 
Portugal’s Agency for As-
sessment and Accredita-
tion of Higher Education 
and Dorte Kristoffersen, 
executive director of the 

Hong Kong Council for Ac-
creditation of Academic & 
Vocational Qualifications.

In addition, a teaching 
and learning enhance-
ment workshop will be 
conducted by Robin Snell, 
the director of the Offi-
ce of Service-Learning at 
Lingnan University, Hong 
Kong. The workshop will 
cover various issues rela-
ted to teaching and lear-
ning quality and the latest 
developments in the field 
of quality assurance.

As the first higher edu-
cation institution in Asia 

to have undergone a suc-
cessful institutional re-
view by the UK’s Quality 
Assurance Agency, IPM 
has organized the Higher 
Education International 
Conference on Quality 
Assurance annually since 
2008 to serve as a training 
initiative for its academic 
staff.

Academics, quality as-
surance personnel and 
other interested parties 
are welcome to attend the 
conference, to be held at 
the institution’s Wui Chi 
Building.

Daniel Beitler
 

Currently occupying 
two floors at the Macau 
Museum of Art in a co-
lossal solo exhibition, the 

works of Chinese contemporary 
artist Xu Bing are intimidating to 
the uninitiated.

It is difficult to know where to 
begin with some of his works, es-
pecially the few that measure at 
least 10 meters in length and are 
accompanied by minimal expla-
natory wall text.

But a good place to start is at the 
focal point of the exhibition: two 
contrasting works, “Book From 
the Sky” and “Book From the 
Earth”, which together constitute 
Xu’s magnum opus.

A set of lengthy scrolls located 
in the center of the exhibition 
are inscribed with thousands of 
Chinese characters. At least, that 
is how they appear to the untrai-
ned eye. In fact, each of the nearly 
4,000 unique characters is an im-
poster, masquerading as Chinese.

Xu designed each of the 4,000 
characters and brought them to 
paper using the antiquated Gu-
tenberg printing method. They 
are arranged in such a way as to 
mislead the viewer into thinking 
that there is a message to be un-
covered if only the work could be 
decoded. 

But there is no message and it 
cannot be decoded.

This is Book From the Sky, an 
unintelligible composition of bo-
gus characters - unbeknownst to 
non-Chinese readers, but equally 
unreadable to the Chinese.

Literacy is one of the success sto-
ries of modern China, having been 
one of the earliest and highest 
priorities of the Communist Par-
ty. Literacy rates on the mainland 

made their own great leap forward 
in the second half of the century, 
climbing from just 20 percent 
in 1950 to almost full literacy in 
2015.

The Chongqing-born artist, 
who reached adulthood during 
the Mao Zedong years, witnessed 
widespread illiteracy among his 
compatriots in the latter decades 
of the 20th century. 

Book From the Sky, dated from 
the late 1980s, is Xu’s way of com-
municating to his compatriots the 
struggle of their illiterate ances-
tors. It forces the viewer to expe-
rience the redundancy of looking 
at written language without the 
tools to interpret it.

Conversely, Book From the Ear-
th is written entirely with symbols 
and pictographs in a language that 
anyone can read and understand.

Xu calls this the world’s first uni-
versal language.

“I think that this is the first book 
that everyone can read – anyone 
in the world – because this book 
goes [beyond] the cultural location 

[of the viewer] and their education 
level,” Xu said in an exclusive in-
terview with the Times. “[Whe-
reas] my other works, nobody can 
read them – not even myself!” 

“Nobody can read the Book from 
the Sky, but everyone can read the 
Book from the Ground, because 
it is made with pictographs,” said 
Kay Zhang, a local artist and for-
mer student of Xu who attended 
the exhibition opening. “It takes 
some time to learn how to read it, 
but with a bit of practice it beco-
mes easier,” she said.

Starting from 1994, Xu began 
designing a different set of unin-
telligible characters. This set took 
English-language words, disas-

sembled them and rearranged 
them into a character composition 
using Chinese-style strokes.

Look once and you will overlook 
the piece. The characters require 
careful study and a great deal of 
patience to read, but cracking the 
code is rewarding.

Xu termed this style New En-
glish Calligraphy, and has given 
lessons in how to write characters 
in his hybrid language. Travel up 
to the third floor of MAM and 
visitors can take a class in it too, 
set in a makeshift classroom with 
textbooks detailing how to write 
certain words in the New English 
Calligraphy typeface.

“Chinese characters are really 
unique from any other kind of 
language,” said Xu. “Even before 
the Communist [victory] in 1949, 
[the leaders of China] made their 
written language more [alphabet-
driven], using styles like pinyin.”

He added that Chinese charac-
ters are continuing to evolve and 
ultimately simplify, “but the Chi-
nese characters today are very 
good for the digital era. It’s much 
easier and faster to type [them].”

As a gift to Macau, Xu presen-
ted at the exhibition’s November 
8 opening his first Chinese-Por-
tuguese piece in the New English 
Calligraphy style. His text of choi-
ce for the piece was Viola Chinesa, 
a famous poem by Camilo Pessa-
nha, who lived and died in Macau.

“I didn’t really study or research 
about this poem,” admitted Xu, 
but he thought its Macau signifi-
cance made it appropriate. “I have 
liked using this [mix of] Portugue-
se and Chinese calligraphy,” he 
said.

The exhibition, titled “Language 
and the Art of Xu Bing” is open to 
the public at the Macau Museum 
of Art until March 4, 2018.

Aspect of the exhibition 

 Xu calls this 
the world’s 
first universal 
language 
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 Song was 
previously a 
member of 
the Standing 
Committee 
of the China 
Communist 
Party at  
Zhejiang 
university

Yonghua Song has been 
appointed the ninth rector 

of the University of Macau (UM) 
and will assume office on Ja-
nuary 9, 2018.

The University Council unani-
mously recommended Song to 
the Chief Executive as the only 
candidate for the post, which the 
CE accepted.

The newly-appointed rector has 
held several leadership positions 
at U.K. and Chinese universities, 
and has actively promoted inter-
nationalization and institutional 
cooperation. 

In a UM press release, Song 
says that he “is particularly fa-
miliar with the development and 
operational models of higher 
education institutions in Europe, 
the United States and Asia.”

Song was previously a member 
of the Standing Committee of the 
China Communist Party (CPC) at 
Zhejiang University. 

He was also the deputy direc-
tor of a working office for skilled 
human resources at the Organi-
zation Department of CPC from 
September 2009 until November 
2012.

“The University Council deci-
ded that Professor Song is the 
most suitable candidate to lead 
UM in its next stage of develop-
ment,” the press release states.

Song is a scholar in electrical 
engineering and received his 
Ph.D. from the China Electric 
Power Research Institute. From 
1991 to 1996, he held various tea-
ching and research positions at 
U.K. universities.

In 1997, he was appointed 
Professor of Power Systems at 
Brunel University and later Pro-
Vice-Chancellor for Graduate 
Studies at Brunel University in 
2004. According to UM, the la-
tter appointment made him the 
first Chinese scholar to assume a 
senior management position at a 
British university

Due to his knowledge in his 

field and contributions to power 
systems research, he was awar-
ded a D.Sc. by Brunel University 
in 2002 and an Honorary D.Eng. 
by Bath University in 2014.

Song was invited to return to 
China as a Professor of Electrical 
Engineering at Tsinghua Univer-
sity in 2009 and was appointed 
assistant president that same 
year.

The UM statement noted that 
his research – namely in areas 
such as energy, information and 
control engineering – has enhan-
ced the development of the elec-
tric power industry.

Due to his scientific achieve-
ments and professional stature, 
he has served as an appointed 
advisor to the Science and Tech-
nology Committee of the MSAR 
since 2002.

UM said the University Cou-
ncil is confident that the insti-
tution will continue to develop 
with the joint effort of Song 
and the management team, as 
well as the faculty, students and 
alumni.

“UM will scale new heights 
in all-rounded development, 
towards the goal of the Universi-
ty in becoming an internationally 
recognized outstanding institu-
tion of higher learning,” the sta-
tement continues.

Song is currently the executive 
vice president of Zhejiang Uni-
versity, Founding Dean of the 
international campus, and Pro-
fessor of Electrical Engineering 
and Higher Education.

EduCATion

University of Macau appoints new rector
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Dee-Ann Durbin, Detroit 

After more than a 
decade of making cars 
and SUVs — and, more 
recently, solar panels — 

Tesla Inc. wants to electrify a new 
type of vehicle: big trucks.

The company unveiled its new 
electric semitractor-trailer Thurs-
day night near its design center in 
Hawthorne, California.

CEO Elon Musk said the semi is 
capable of traveling 804 kilome-
ters on an electric charge — even 
with a full 36,287-kilogram load 
— and will cost less than a diesel 
semi considering fuel savings, 
lower maintenance and other 
factors. Musk said customers can 
put down a USD5,000 deposit for 
the semi now and production will 
begin in 2019.

“We’re confident that this is a 
product that’s better in every way 
from a feature standpoint,” Musk 
told a crowd of Tesla fans gathe-
red for the unveiling. Musk didn’t 
reveal the semi’s price.

Even so, the company already is 
starting to get orders. Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc., the world’s largest re-
tailer, said in a statement Friday 
that it has pre-ordered five Tesla 
units in its Walmart U.S. division 
and 10 units at Walmart Canada. 
Midwest retailer Meijer said it has 
reserved four trucks. And Arkan-
sas trucking company J.B. Hunt 
said it has reserved “multiple” 
tractors that it will deploy on the 
West Coast but didn’t specify how 
many.

The truck will have Tesla’s Auto-
pilot system, which can maintain 
a set speed and slow down auto-
matically in traffic. It also has a 
system that automatically keeps 
the vehicle in its lane. Musk said 
several Tesla semis will be able to 
travel in a convoy, autonomously 
following each other.

Musk said Tesla plans a worl-
dwide network of solar-powered 
“megachargers” that could get 
the trucks back up to 400 miles 
of range after charging for only 30 
minutes.

The move fits with Musk’s sta-
ted goal for the company of ac-
celerating the shift to sustainable 

transportation. Trucks account 
for nearly a quarter of transpor-
tation-related greenhouse gas 
emissions in the U.S., according 
to government statistics.

But the semi also piles on more 
chaos at the Palo Alto, Califor-
nia-based company. Tesla is way 
behind on production of the Mo-
del 3, a new lower-cost sedan, 
with some customers facing wai-
ts of 18 months or more. It’s also 
ramping up production of solar 
panels after buying Solar City 
Corp. last year. Tesla is working 
on a pickup truck and a lower-
cost SUV and negotiating a new 
factory in China. Meanwhile, the 
company posted a record quarter-
ly loss of $619 million in its most 
recent quarter.

On Thursday night, Tesla surpri-
sed fans with another product: An 
updated version of its first sports 
car, the Roadster. Tesla says the 
new Roadster will have 620 miles 
of range and a top speed of 402 

kph. The car, coming in 2020, will 
have a base price of $200,000.

Musk, too, is being pulled in 
many directions. He leads rocket 
maker SpaceX and is dabbling in 
other projects, including high-s-
peed transit, artificial intelligen-
ce research and a new company 
that’s digging tunnels beneath 
Los Angeles to alleviate traffic 
congestion.

“He’s got so much on his pla-
te right now. This could present 
another distraction from really 
just making sure that the Model 
3 is moved along effectively,” said 
Bruce Clark, a senior vice presi-
dent and automotive analyst at 
Moody’s.

Tesla’s semi is venturing into an 
uncertain market. Demand for 
electric trucks is expected to grow 
over the next decade as the U.S., 
Europe and China all tighten 
their emissions regulations. Elec-
tric truck sales totaled 4,100 in 
2016, but are expected to grow to 

more than 70,000 in 2026, says 
Navigant Research.

But most of that growth is ex-
pected to be for smaller, medium-
duty haulers like garbage trucks 
or delivery vans. Those trucks can 
have a more limited range of 100 
miles (160 kilometers) or less, 
which requires fewer expensive 
batteries. They can also be fully 
charged overnight.

Long-haul semi trucks, on the 
other hand, would be expected 
to go greater distances, and that 
would be challenging. Right now, 
there’s little charging infrastruc-
ture on global highways. Without 
Tesla’s promised fast-charging, 
even a mid-sized truck would 
likely require a two-hour stop, 
cutting into companies’ efficien-
cy and profits, says Brian Irwin, 
managing director of the North 
American industrial group for the 
consulting firm Accenture.

Irwin says truck companies will 
have to watch the market care-

fully, because tougher regulations 
on diesels or an improvement 
in charging infrastructure could 
make electric trucks more viable 
very quickly. Falling battery costs 
also will help make electric trucks 
more appealing compared to die-
sels.

But even lower costs won’t make 
trucking a sure bet for Tesla. It fa-
ces stiff competition from long-
trusted brands like Daimler AG, 
which unveiled its own semi pro-
totype last month.

“These are business people, not 
fans, and they will need convin-
ced that this truck is better for 
their balance sheet than existing 
technology. It probably is, based 
on the specs provided, but this 
isn’t necessarily a slam dunk,” 
said Rebecca Lindland, an execu-
tive analyst at Kelley Blue Book.

Musk said Tesla will guarantee 
the semi’s powertrain for one 
million miles to help alleviate cus-
tomers’ concerns. AP

Lloyds Banking 
Group Plc is in exclu-

sive talks to sell and lease 
back its City of London 
headquarters to a com-
pany linked to China’s 
Hengli Group, two people 
with knowledge of the deal 
said.

The Chinese conglomera-
te offered about 150 million 
pounds (USD198 million) 
for the 25 Gresham Street 
building, the people said, 
asking not to be identified 
because the deal’s terms 

have yet to be finalized. 
Lloyds, which is being 
advised by broker CBRE 
Group Inc., will commit to 
a new long-term lease on 
the building, they said.

A spokesman for Lloyds 
declined to comment. 
Hengli didn’t respond to 
phone calls seeking com-
ment outside normal busi-
ness hours.

Chinese investors have 
poured into London’s real 
estate market following 
last year’s Brexit vote, fo-

cusing in particular on 
buildings with long lea-
ses in the City of London 
financial district. Com-
panies with large offices in 
the U.K. capital, including 
Anglo American Plc and 
KPMG LLP, have sought 
to take advantage of the 
demand with sale-and-lea-
seback deals.

The 25 Gresham Street 
building, which has about 
120,000 square feet 
(11,150 square meters) of 
office space, is one of se-

veral large properties that 
Lloyds occupies in the City 
of London. Lloyds plans 
to cut its office portfolio 
by about 30 percent, whi-
ch should result in one-ti-
me savings of 100 million 
pounds as well as annual 
savings of 100 million pou-
nds from the end of 2018, 
the company said in 2016.

The aim of the restruc-
turing is to modernize the 
company’s working practi-
ces in addition to genera-
ting savings. Bloomberg

Tesla wants to electrify big 
trucks, adding to its ambitions

Chinese group is said near deal 
to buy Lloyds Bank London HQ 

Lloyds Banking Group headquarters 

This photo provided by Tesla shows the new electric semitractor-trailer
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in more cities in October, 
snapping a three-month decline, 
a sign the market is stabilizing 
amid government efforts to curb 
property speculation.

New-home prices, excluding 
state-subsidized housing, clim-
bed in 50 of the 70 cities tracked 
by the government, compared 
with 44 in September, the Natio-
nal Bureau of Statistics said on 
Saturday. Prices fell in 14 cities 
from the previous month and 
were unchanged in six.

The moderate gains show Chi-
na is having some success in its 
bid to rein in the buoyant proper-
ty market without forcing a sharp 
deceleration. Prices had been co-
ming off after the government 
imposed restrictions on purcha-
ses earlier in the year. Giving 
support to that campaign, Presi-
dent Xi Jinping used his speech 
to the twice-a-decade Commu-
nist Party congress last month to 
say that homes are meant “to be 
inhabited, not for speculation.”

“More cities were seeing increa-
ses in property prices, but they 
are indeed growing very stea-
dily,” Xia Dan, an analyst at Bank 
of Communications Co., said by 

phone from Shanghai after the 
data. “There’s very limited room 
for home prices to move upward 
or downward.”

China’s biggest cities diverged, 
with new-home prices falling 
0.2 percent in Beijing from Sep-
tember, while rising 0.3 percent 
in Shanghai, according to Satur-
day’s report.

Data earlier this week showed 
the curbs are biting, with home 
sales last month dropping by 
the most in almost three years. 
They fell 3.4 percent by value 
from a year earlier, and 8.5 
percent by area, according to 
Bloomberg calculations based 

on the official figures.  
The main near-term risk to Chi-

na’s property market could come 
from a housing bubble in the lar-
ger cities expanding to encom-
pass smaller ones, International 
Monetary Fund researchers said 
in a working paper dated Nov. 
16. The nation needs to tailor po-
licy to individual cities to effecti-
vely address the issue.

A “sharp correction” in Chi-
na’s wider housing market wou-
ld “weaken growth, undermine 
financial stability, reduce local 
government spending room, and 
spur capital outflows,” the IMF 
researchers wrote. Bloomberg

China’s foreign 
minister met with 

Myanmar’s top leaders 
yesterday during a visit 
to the country, a day after 
discussing the Rohingya 
refugee crisis with Bangla-
desh’s prime minister.

More than 600,000 
Rohingya Muslims have 
fled Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state for neighboring Ban-
gladesh since late August, 
when the military laun-
ched what it called “clea-
rance operations” in res-
ponse to insurgent atta-
cks. The refugees say sol-
diers and Buddhist mobs 
attacked them and burned 
their villages to force them 
to flee.

The campaign has been 
described by the United 
Nations as “ethnic clean-
sing” and drawn wides-
pread outrage from the 
international community. 
China, a long-standing 
friend of Myanmar during 
the Southeast Asian coun-
try’s isolation from the 
West, has been helping 
shield Myanmar from the 
criticism.

On Saturday, Chinese 

Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
told reporters in Dhaka, 
where he met with Ban-
gladeshi Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina, that the 
Rohingya crisis should be 
solved bilaterally between 
Myanmar and Bangladesh, 
and should not involve ou-
tside parties.

As well as meeting 
President Htin Kyaw 
in Myanmar’s capital, 
Naypyitaw, Wang met 
with Myanmar’s leader, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, and the 
powerful commander-in-
chief of the military, Min 
Aung Hlaing.

Today, Myanmar hosts a 
meeting of Asian and Eu-
ropean ministers at which 
the Rohingya issue is ex-
pected to be prominent. AP

Foreign minister meets 
with Myanmar’s leaders

Htin Kyaw (right) speaks with 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 

Home prices snap three-month 
drop as market stabilizes 

A cyclist walks down with his bicycle from the Liede Bridge over the Pearl River in 
Guangzhou
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Human rights repression 
seen worsening under Xi

House fire in southern Beijing suburb kills 19, injures 8
A fire at a building ad-

vertising low-cost 
rental apartments in a 
southern Beijing suburb 
killed 19 people and in-
jured eight others, official 
media reported yester-
day.

Firefighters put out the 
fire at Xinjian Village in 

the district of Daxing by 
9 p.m. Saturday, three 
hours after it was repor-
ted, Xinhua News Agency 
said.

It said the injured have 
been taken to a hospital 
for treatment.

Photos released by Xi-
nhua showed firefighters 

outside a two-story con-
crete building with a red 
signboard advertising 
units with attached ba-
throoms, hot water, kit-
chens, heating and other 
basic amenities.

Such units are common-
ly rented cheaply to mi-
grant workers who take 

on low-paying, labor-in-
tensive jobs in the city.

Migrants who travel 
to big cities looking for 
work often have few 
housing options to choo-
se from because a hou-
sehold registration sys-
tem excludes them from 
government-subsidized 

homes. Some reforms 
are underway but critics 
say the pace of change is 
slow.

Reached by phone, the 
local fire department and 
district government refu-
sed to comment.

Authorities were closely 
controlling information 

related to the fire. In-
ternet censors blocked 
searches about the fire on 
popular microblog sites. 
Independent reports by 
some Chinese news outle-
ts were taken down and 
replaced by Xinhua’s re-
port, which included few 
details. AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing 

After five years of 
prison and three more 
confined by guards at 
home, Chinese human 

rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng cou-
ld take no more.

With the help of friends and a 
willing driver, Gao escaped his 
state security captors on Aug. 13 
and found shelter in the home of 
a stranger who made him pork 
dumplings — the first real meal 
he’d had in years.

Gao’s freedom was short-lived, 
however. Less than three weeks 
later, the police tracked him to 
the city of Jiexiu in Shanxi pro-
vince and searched house-to
-house until they found him, Li 
Fawang, a supporter who helped 
him escape, told The Associated 
Press. Gao’s whereabouts are 
now unknown.

Gao’s plight shows what activis-
ts say is a drastically deteriora-
ting situation for rights campaig-
ners under the rule of President 
Xi Jinping, who emerged from a 
party congress last month as the 
most powerful Chinese leader in 
a generation.

With China’s economy con-
tinuing to boom and its global 
influence on the rise, Xi is more 
than ever convinced that China 
requires a highly authoritarian, 
one-party system, analysts say. 
At the same time, a growing alie-
nation from politics among you-
ng Chinese is pushing the party 
to reinsert itself into its citizens’ 
daily lives.

“The outlook for human righ-
ts is grim and we see no sign of 
improvement,” said Maya Wang, 
Human Rights Watch’s Hong 
Kong-based researcher, who 
describes the current repression 
as the worst since 1989’s bloody 
crackdown on pro-democracy 
protests centered on Beijing’s 
Tiananmen Square. “We feel we 
haven’t hit bottom yet.”

Wang and others point to the 
growing number of secret deten-
tions and closed-door trials and 
the disregard for due process. 
Authorities are also increasingly 
willing to ignore health problems 
among political prisoners, who 
campaigners say already face so-
litary confinement or harsh con-
ditions locked up with hardened 
criminals who dish out beatings 
and other abuse.

The United States under Pre-
sident Donald Trump doesn’t 
appear to be offering much su-
pport. Trump’s failure to raise 

human rights during his visit to 
Beijing last week “lent the Chine-
se government legitimacy when 
it is one of the worst human righ-
ts offenders,” Wang said.

China’s government rejects ac-
cusations of human rights abu-
ses, insisting it runs the country 
according to law and that no ou-
tsider has the right to challenge 
its “judicial sovereignty.” Yet it 
also dismisses the suitability of 
a multi-party system or Western 
notions of “universal rights,” 
warning such notions threaten 
to undermine Chinese society 
and undo its economic achieve-
ments.

The situation has worsened sin-
ce the party congress, said Thai-
land-based Chinese campaigner 
Wu Yuhua, also known as Ai Wu.

“Conditions are deteriorating, 
with prisoners of conscience suf-
fering from torture, degradation, 
harassment and discrimination,” 
Wu said. “I’m very pessimistic 
about the prospects for human 
rights in China.”

For many rights activists, the 
death of imprisoned Nobel Pea-
ce Prize winner Liu Xiaobo from 
liver cancer in July was a low 
point. Despite his 11-year senten-
ce on a conviction of incitement 
to subvert government power, 
Liu had remained a symbol of 
courage and persistence in his 
belief in a democratic China.

His widow, Liu Xia, had been 
held a virtual prisoner in her Bei-
jing home throughout Liu’s sen-
tence, despite never being char-
ged. Since his death, she’s had 
virtually no contact with friends 
or family and the authorities will 
not say where she is currently 
being held.

Other lesser-known cases also 
testify to the party’s determina-
tion to crush dissent.

Writer and rights campaigner 
Yang Tongyan died at the age of 
56 earlier this month after being 
released on medical parole in Au-
gust, shortly before completing a 
12-year sentence on a subversion 
charge. He’d already served 10 
years for criticizing the 1989 cra-
ckdown.

Yang’s death underscored “an 

alarming lack of accountability 
for the pattern of deaths of acti-
vists released on medical parole,” 
Amnesty International said, like-
ning it to the 2014 death from 
organ failure of campaigner Cao 
Shunli, who activists said was de-
nied treatment in custody.

Health worries also afflict long-
time activist Huang Qi, who ope-
rated a website that documented 
the often-futile efforts of ordi-
nary Chinese to seek help over 
land seizures, layoffs and local 
graft. Huang, who was detained 
last November, isn’t expected to 
go to trial until next year, accor-
ding to his lawyer Sui Muqing.

In his mid-50s, Huang suffers 
from ailments including kidney 
and heart disease and has been 
barred from buying better food 
and other supplies from the jail 
commissary, Sui said.

“The detention center is entirely 
unable to meet his basic medical 
needs,” Sui said. Huang’s mother 
says she fears her son won’t last 
more than another year behind 
bars.

Retribution is also handed out 
to activists’ family members.

The teenage son of Beijing 
lawyer Wang Yu has been blo-
cked from leaving the country, 
forcing him to set aside plans 

to study in Australia, his father 
says. Wang was detained in a na-
tionwide roundup of lawyers and 
other activists on July 9, 2015, 
then released but placed under 
close surveillance in Inner Mon-
golia and only recently allowed to 
return to Beijing.

Meanwhile, concern remains 
high for Gao, 53, who had won 
international renown for defen-
ding members of the outlawed 
Falun Gong spiritual movement 
and fighting for farmers’ land ri-
ghts. His public denunciation of 
the torture he said he had suffe-
red in detention appears to have 
made him a particular target for 
abuse.

When Gao was released from 
prison in August 2014, the for-
merly outspoken lawyer could 
barely walk or speak, raising 
concerns that one of the most 
inspirational figures in China’s 
rights movement had been per-
manently broken. Years of abuse 
and poor nutrition have caused 
his teeth to fall out, forcing him 
onto a liquid diet.

While under extra-legal house 
arrest, he was constantly wat-
ched by dozens of uniformed and 
plainclothes officers stationed 
directly outside his rural home in 
Shaanxi province. Despite that, 

he managed to communicate 
sporadically with the outside via 
messaging apps, even releasing 
a book about his time in prison, 
three years of which were in soli-
tary confinement.

“I felt so sorry that I wasn’t able 
to keep him protected,” said Li, 
the friend who helped Gao slip 
away from his captors. Li was 
detained for more than a month 
after Gao’s recapture. A second 
friend who helped in the escape, 
Zhao Chongguo, continues to be 
held.

Under Xi, repression against 
minority groups has also been 
ratcheted up, with unconfirmed 
reports of hundreds of Muslim 
Uighurs and Kazakhs thrown 
into political reeducation cen-
ters. Tibetans also face onerous 
restrictions and government in-
trusions, including the inability 
to travel abroad.

Conditions could get worse still, 
activists say.

“Xi is determined to control so-
ciety at all costs and doesn’t care 
what anyone says,” said longtime 
activist Hu Jia, who lives under 
tight surveillance in Beijing. “His 
ultimate goal is to preserve Com-
munist Party rule and if someo-
ne strives for freedom, they will 
lose their freedom.” AP

Human rights lawyer Gao Zhisheng
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Singaporean Prime Mi-
nister Lee Hsien Loong says 

his country is expected to ex-
ceed expectations this year by 
recording economic growth 
above 3 percent.

Addressing his People’s Action 
Party’s 2017 convention yester-
day, Lee said Singapore was be-
nefiting from an improved wor-
ld economy, but would have to 
press on with plans to restruc-
ture and upgrade the economy 
to sustain growth.

“Our unemployment remains 
low, wages have gone up, and 
most significantly productivity 
has picked up,” said Lee. “Ini-
tially we expected 1.5 percent 
growth, then we revised it up to 
2 to 3 percent, now it looks like 
we may exceed 3 percent.”

After surging to nearly 4.5 per 
cent in 2013, economic growth 
dipped below 2 percent in 2015-
16 as the trade-reliant nation 
was buffeted by an unfavorable 
world economy. While a pick up 
in manufacturing and financial 
services has added momentum 
to the economy, a series of blo-

ckbuster land deals this year su-
ggests the city-state’s property 
market is also set to break out 
of a prolonged slump.

Looking ahead, Lee said he ex-
pected government spending on 
healthcare, infrastructure, and 
other social services to keep ri-
sing, meaning that “raising ta-
xes is not a matter of whether, 
but when.”

And, despite a rail collision 
last week on Singapore’s Mass 
Rapid Transit network that in-
jured over 30 people, Lee said 
Transport Minister Khaw Boon 
Wan retained his “full support 
and confidence.”

Noting his recent visits to 
Washington, DC and Beijing, 
Lee said Singapore’s relations 
with both countries were in 
good shape.

“It’s not always easy to be good 
friends with both the U.S. and 
China at the same time,” Lee 
said. “But as a small nation, we 
have to make friends with as 
many countries as we can.”

Lee said that on his recent vi-
sit to Beijing ahead of the 19th 
Communist Party Congress, 
he met with both President Xi 

Jinping and Premier Li Keqiang 
and that both sides recognized 
the value of the bilateral rela-
tionship. Lee said it was his job 
to keep Singapore “a blip on the 
radar” of U.S. officials.

“Last month I visited the U.S. 
and met President Donald 
Trump and his key officials just 
before their trip to Asia,” said 
Lee. “I shared with them my 
perspectives, including how 
Asian countries wanted the 
U.S. to stay engaged in the re-
gion.” Bloomberg 

At least five sus-
pected militants 

and an Indian air force 
commando were kil-
led Saturday in a fierce 
gunbattle in disputed 
Kashmir, police said.

Indian troops cordo-
ned off northern Hajin 
village on a tip that mi-
litants were hiding in 
civilian homes, said top 
police officer S.P. Vaid.

The militants tried to 
escape from the security 
cordon while firing their 
guns, triggering a hea-
vy exchange of gunfire, 
Vaid said.

At least five mili-
tants and an air force 
commando were killed 
and another soldier was 
wounded in the fighting, 
he said, adding that at 
least one militant was 
still trapped in the area.

No rebel group fighting 
since 1989 for Indian-
controlled Kashmir’s 
independence or merger 
with neighboring Pakis-
tan commented on the 
fighting.

The gunfight is the la-
test in a string of deadly 

shootouts between In-
dian forces and rebels in 
restive Kashmir. At least 
170 rebels and 60 go-
vernment soldiers have 
died in the violence this 
year.

Earlier Saturday, thou-
sands of residents in 
Kashmir’s main city of 
Srinagar participated 
in the funeral of a local 
militant who police said 
was killed overnight in a 
shootout with troops.

Kashmir is divided be-
tween India and Pakis-
tan and both countries 
claim it in its entirety. 
Anti-India sentiment 
runs deep in the region, 
and most people su-
pport the rebels’ cause 
while also participating 
in civilian street protes-
ts against Indian con-
trol.

India accuses Pakistan 
of arming and training 
the rebels, which Pakis-
tan denies.

Nearly 70,000 people 
have been killed in the 
uprising and the en-
suing Indian military 
crackdown. AP

5 militants, Indian soldier 
killed in Kashmir fighting

SinGAPoRE 

Growth could top 3pct in 2017, 
Prime Minister Lee says

A pedestrian walks in front of commercial 
buildings in the central business district 
of Singapore
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Security personnel guard the Supreme Court during its hearing in the crucial case 
to dissolve the country’s main opposition Cambodia National Rescue Party

Suspects Adnam Kusain, Ikram Indama and Caidar Aunal, linked 
to the blast at the House of Representatives 

Jim Gomez, Manila

A Philippine court has 
convicted a man for 

a daring 2007 motorcy-
cle bombing that killed a 
Muslim rebel-turned-con-
gressman and three other 
people and wounded 10, 
including two legislators.

Judge Ralph Lee of 
the Regional Trial Court 
Branch 83 on Friday con-
victed Ikram Indama but 
acquitted two other key 
suspects in the Nov. 13, 
2007, bombing that killed 
Rep. Wahab Akbar as he 
walked out of a lobby at 
the House of Representa-
tives.

Indama, who has links 
to Muslim militants, was 
sentenced to life in prison 
without the possibility of 
parole, according to a copy 
of Lee’s decision.

Senior Assistant State 
Prosecutor Peter Ong said 
that Indama, a cousin of a 
notorious Abu Sayyaf ex-
tremist commander in the 
country’s south, brought 
the motorcycle laden with 
a bomb and was identified 
through closed circuit te-
levision.

Suttinee Yuvejwattana

An economic boom that’s 
reverberated across 

Southeast Asia has finally 
crossed over to Thailand.

The economy, which has 
lagged its neighbors this 
decade, is projected to have  
grown at the fastest pace in 
more than four years last 
quarter even as the baht 
surged. There’s reason to 
be optimistic as exports 
post double-digit percen-
tage gains and the end of a 
yearlong mourning period 
for King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej bolsters the outlook for 
consumption.

“We’re becoming more 
and more optimistic as 
the recovery in exports is 
more enduring than we 
expected,” said Eugenia 
Victorino, an economist at 
Australia & New Zealand 
Banking Group Ltd. in Sin-
gapore. “There’s still a lot of 
challenges, particularly the 
inability of the government 
to ‘crowd in’ private invest-
ment. That would really re
-energize the economy.”

Gross domestic product 
probably grew 3.8 percent 
in the third quarter from a 
year ago, according to the 
median estimate of nine 

Ong said the attackers 
had also plotted to kill 
Akbar before, including 
the previous day, but he 
was absent from the lower 
house.

Former Rep. Luzvimin-
da Ilagan, who survived 
the bombing with leg and 
back wounds, head burns 
and a shattered ear drum, 
welcomed the conviction 
but said government in-
vestigators should conti-
nue efforts to identify the 
other suspects involved in 
the attack.

“We should not be con-
tent with just being told 
that the one who planted 
the bomb in the motor-
cycle has been taken in,” 
Ilagan said by phone. 
“The next question is, who 

economists surveyed by 
Bloomberg. That would be 
the quickest pace since the 
first quarter of 2013, accor-
ding to the data. The gover-
nment will release official 
figures on Nov. 20.

Southeast Asian econo-
mies are enjoying a growth 
resurgence with expansion 
in Vietnam and the Phili-
ppines quickening. Malay-
sia’s economy grew at the 
fastest pace in more than 
three years in the third 
quarter, data showed on 
Friday.

Thailand’s exports are co-
ping with the strength of the 
baht, posting gains of more 
than 10 percent in each of 
the five months through 
September. The baht has 
advanced more than 8 per-
cent in 2017, among the 
best performers in Asia.

“The broad-based rise in 
exports has continued des-
pite a strong baht,” said Tim 
Leelahaphan, Bangkok-ba-
sed economist at Standard 
Chartered Bank. “The baht 
has been driven by healthy 
macroeconomic fundamen-
tals rather than portfolio 
inflows, and these should 
continue to support the cur-
rency for the rest of this year 
and in 2018.” Bloomberg

ordered him to do so and 
what was the motive?”

Ilagan, now a social wel-
fare undersecretary, re-
called that she was about 
to board her van from the 
lobby when “a flash of li-
ght illuminated the area 
followed by a loud, loud 
explosion that forced me 
and my aide like a strong 
wind.” Her driver died 
and she later realized she 
was hit when she felt her 
leg was bloodied as she lay 
in the darkness.

Akbar was reportedly 
among the original lea-
ders of the Abu Sayyaf 
extremist group when it 
was established in the late 
1980s on the southern is-
land of Basilan. He later 
had a falling out with the 

militants, was elected Ba-
silan governor and backed 
U.S.-backed offensives in 
his province against the 
militants, who are noto-
rious for bombings, kid-
nappings and beheadings.

As governor, Akbar had 
been blamed for a brutal 
crackdown against Abu 
Sayyaf militants, who had 
plotted to retaliate against 
him, anti-terrorism au-
thorities said.

The Abu Sayyaf has been 
blacklisted by the United 
States and the Philippines 
as a terrorist organization.

Akbar also headed a 
political dynasty that has 
long ruled Basilan, a poor, 
predominantly Muslim 
province that, under him, 
became a showcase of U.S.
-assisted war on terrorism 
at the time. His political 
rivals were among the 
suspects in his killings but 
were later cleared by the 
court.

Three other suspects, 
Hajarun Jamiri, Benja-
min Hataman and former 
police officer Bayan Ju-
dda, remain at large and 
are the targets of a police 
search, the court said.

Aside from threats posed 
by Abu Sayyaf gunmen, 
the southern Philippines 
has also faced intense 
political and clan rival-
ries that are often accom-
panied by bloodshed and 
assassinations. AP

PHiLiPPinES 

Court convicts bomber 
in congressman’s death

Thailand could be joining 
region’s economic boom 

CAMBodiA

Cut ties with gov’t, says 
exiled opposition leader
Matthew Pennington, Washington 

An exiled leader of Cam-
bodia’s political opposi-
tion said last week the 
international commu-

nity should cut ties with Prime 
Minister Hun Sen’s government 
after the court-ordered dissolution 
of the only party challenging his 
three-decade grip on power.

Sam Rainsy told The Associa-
ted Press that the Supreme Court 
ruling was the death knell of de-
mocracy and presented a credibi-
lity test to world powers that had 
sponsored a 1991 peace accord in 
the Southeast Asian nation, which 
committed them to supporting an 
open political system there.

He called for governments to 
drop their recognition of the pri-
me minister and “delegitimize the 
Hun Sen regime.”

Rainsy used to lead the Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party but 
went into exile last year because 
of the threat of prison in legal ca-
ses against him that are widely 

regarded as politically motiva-
ted. He and a half-dozen CNRP 
lawmakers are in Washington to 
lobby U.S. lawmakers and State 
Department officials.

Rainsy urged the Trump admi-
nistration to pay more attention 
to Cambodia and impose targeted 
sanctions on senior Cambodian 
officials — although not broader 
economic restrictions that could 
hurt Cambodia’s 15 million people.

“The international community 
must not do business as usual with 
Hun Sen following his very unde-
mocratic and shocking move to 
dissolve the only opposition par-
ty,” Rainsy said in an interview. “It 
is a matter of credibility for the in-
ternational community following 
Hun Sen’s violation of an impor-
tant international treaty.”

The White House released a sta-
tement Thursday night expressing 
“grave concern” and promising to 
“take concrete steps to respond to 
the Cambodian government’s dee-
ply regrettable actions.”

White House Press Secretary 

Sarah Huckabee Sanders said: 
“As a first step, we will terminate 
support for the Cambodian Na-
tional Election Committee and its 
administration of the upcoming 
2018 national election. On current 
course next year’s election will not 
be legitimate, free or fair.”

The United States and 18 other 
governments signed the 1991 Pa-
ris Peace Accords, which ushered 
in democracy after the genocidal 
rule of the Khmer Rouge regime in 
the late 1970s, then occupation by 
Vietnam and civil war.

Thursday’s court verdict, read by 
a judge who is member of the ru-
ling party, came amid an intense 
push by Hun Sen’s government to 
neutralize political opponents and 
silence critics ahead of July 2018 
elections.

There was no immediate reaction 
by the U.S. administration. Ameri-
can influence has been waning for 
years as Cambodia edges closer to 
China, which has supported Hun 
Sen’s efforts to “protect national 
security and stability.”

In Congress, Republican Sen. 
John McCain called for the admi-
nistration quickly to sanction all 
senior Cambodian government 
officials responsible for violating 
human rights and subverting 
freedom. Republican Rep. Steve 
Chabot, co-chairman of the House 
Cambodia caucus, said Cambo-
dian elections next year would be 
a “sham.”

Current opposition leader, Kem 
Sokha, has been imprisoned since 
September, charged with trying to 
topple the government with U.S. 
support, which Washington has 
said is a baseless accusation.

“When you put your principal 
opponent in jail and half the elec-
ted officials in the opposition have 
to flee the country for their own sa-

fety, you have basically disqualified 
yourself from being a legitimate 
leader,” Chabot said of Hun Sen.

Rainsy said CNRP would conti-
nue to operate as a party that re-
presents “the will of the people.”

“We will do our best to channel 
the popular discontent, the po-
pular frustration, into a peaceful, 
continuous fight for democratic 
change,” he said, voicing confiden-
ce that “the international commu-
nity will not allow Hun Sen to kill 
democracy in Cambodia.”

Hun Sen has been prime minister 
since 1985 and has held a tight grip 
on power since ousting a co-prime 
minister in a bloody 1997 coup.

The CNRP captured nearly half 
the seats in the last national elec-
tions in 2013. AP
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Ruling party fires Mugabe as 
chief; now impeachment

noRTHERn iRELAnd

Sinn Fein’s divisive leader to step down after over 30 years
Sylvia Hui, London 

Gerry Adams, the di-
visive politician known 

around the world as the face 
of the Irish republican mo-
vement as it shifted from 
violence to peace, annou-
nced Saturday that he was 
stepping down as leader of 
Sinn Fein next year after 
heading the party for over 
30 years.

The 69-year-old veteran 
politician — who has been 
president of Northern Ire-
land’s second-largest party 
since 1983 — told the par-

ty’s annual conference in 
Dublin he would not run in 
the next Irish parliamentary 
elections.

“Leadership means 
knowing when it is time 
for change and that time is 
now,” he said, adding the 
move was part of an on-
going process of leadership 
transition within the party.

A divisive figure, some 
have denounced Adams as 
a terrorist while others hail 
him as a peacemaker.

He was a key figure in 
Ireland’s republican move-
ment, which seeks to take 

Northern Ireland out of the 
U.K. and unite it with the 
Republic of Ireland.

The dominant faction of 
the movement’s armed 
wing, the Provisional IRA, 
killed nearly 1,800 people 
during a failed 1970-1997 
campaign to force Northern 
Ireland out of the U.K. It 
renounced violence and 
surrendered its weapons in 
2005.

Although many identi-
fy Adams as a member of 
the IRA since 1966 and a 
commander for decades, 
Adams has long insisted he 

was never a member.
Adams was key in the 

peace process that saw the 
signing of the 1998 Good 
Friday Agreement and the 
formation of the power-sha-
ring government in Nor-
thern Ireland.

Many believe Sinn Fein’s 
popularity among voters is 
hampered by the presence 
of leaders from Ireland’s era 
of Troubles.

The party is expected to 
elect a successor next year. 
Current deputy leader Mary 
Lou McDonald was seen as a 
favorite to succeed Adams. AP

Christopher Torchia, Farai Mutsaka

Clinging to his now vir-
tually powerless post, lon-

gtime Zimbabwe President 
Robert Mugabe was fired as 
ruling party chief to cheers 
yesterday, and was set to dis-
cuss his expected exit with 
the army commander who 
put the world’s oldest head of 
state under house arrest days 
ago.

A day after huge crowds 
rallied peacefully in the ca-
pital, Harare, for the 93-year
-old Mugabe to go, members 
of the ruling party’s Central 
Committee stood, cheered 
and sang as Mugabe was re-
called. Meeting chair Obert 
Mpofu referred to him as “ou-
tgoing president.”

The meeting also replaced 
Mugabe as party chief with 
the vice president whose fi-
ring nearly two weeks ago led 
the military to step in, and 
recalled “forever” the unpo-
pular first lady as head of the 
women’s league, party mem-
ber Chris Mutsvangwa confir-
med.

That former vice president, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, is 
expected to lead a new gover-
nment after his formal elec-
tion as ruling party chief next 
month. Without the military’s 
intervention, first lady Grace 
Mugabe likely would have re-
placed him as vice president 
and been in a position to suc-
ceed her husband.

Impeaching the president 
is the next step when Parlia-
ment resumes Tuesday, and 
lawmakers will “definitely” 
put the process in motion, the 
main opposition’s parliamen-

tary chief whip told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Innocent Gonese with the 
MDC-T party said they had 
been in discussions with the 
ruling ZANU-PF party to act 
jointly.

“If Mugabe is not gone by 
Tuesday, then as sure as the 
sun rises from the east, im-
peachment process will kick 
in,” Gonese said.

Mugabe’s talks with army 
commander Constantino 
Chiwenga are the second rou-
nd of negotiations on an exit 
as the military tries to avoid 
accusations of a coup.

Zimbabwean officials have 
not revealed details of the 
talks, but the military appears 
to favor a voluntary resigna-
tion by Mugabe to maintain 

a veneer of legality in the po-
litical transition. Mugabe, in 
turn, could be using whatever 
leverage he has left to try to 
preserve his legacy as one of 
Africa’s liberation leaders or 
even protect himself and his 
family from possible prosecu-
tion.

Mutsvangwa, head of the 
country’s liberation war vete-
rans, said he was concerned 
that the military could end up 
opening fire to protect Muga-
be from protesters. He vowed 
to “bring back the crowd” if 
the president didn’t step asi-
de.

“We would expect that Mu-
gabe would not have the pros-
pect of the military shooting 
at people, trying to defend 
him,” Mutsvangwa said. “The 

choice is his.”
The negotiations come ahead 

of a key ruling party congress 
next month, as well as sche-
duled elections next year.

Yesterday’s talks do not 
appear to include the South 
African government delega-
tion that took part in the first 
round. South Africa’s presi-
dent on Saturday said talks are 
in “early days.” The southern 
African regional bloc will hold 
a four-country summit in An-
gola on Tuesday to discuss the 
Zimbabwe situation.

Mugabe finds himself in-
creasingly isolated under 
house arrest in his lavish Blue 
Roof mansion, deserted by 
most of his allies, with others 
arrested.

On Saturday, most of Hara-

re’s population of 1.6 million 
poured into the streets in an 
anti-Mugabe demonstration 
that just days ago would have 
brought a police crackdown.

They clambered onto tanks 
moving slowly through the 
crowds, took selfies with sol-
diers and surged in the thou-
sands toward the State House 
building where Mugabe held 
official functions, a symbol of 
the rule of the man who took 
power after independence 
from white minority rule in 
1980.

The euphoria came after 
years of watching the on-
ce-prosperous African na-
tion fall into decay, with a 
collapsing economy, repres-
sion of free speech, disputed 
elections and international 
sanctions.

Even as concerns remained 
about who next would be in 
charge and what freedoms 
might be available if the mi-
litary lingers in power — or if 
Mnangagwa succeeds his lon-
gtime ally Mugabe as leader 
— people reveled in the rare 
chance to express themselves 
freely.

Let us have this moment, 
Zimbabweans said. If the next 
leader becomes trouble, they 
vowed to return to the streets 
again. AP

A man adds the finishing touch to a newly painted mural of Gerry 
Adams on the Falls Road, West Belfast

Robert Mugabe (center) arrives to preside over a student graduation ceremony at Zimbabwe Open University on the outskirts of Harar

 
if Mugabe is 
not gone by 
Tuesday, then 
as sure as 
the sun rises 
from the east, 
impeachment 
process will 
kick in.
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The top officer 
at U.S. Strategic 

Command said Sa-
turday an order from 
President Donald 
Trump or any of his 
successors to launch 
nuclear weapons can 
be refused if that or-
der is determined to 
be illegal.

Air Force Gen. John 
Hyten, commander of 
Strategic Command, 
told a panel at the 
Halifax International 
Security Forum on 
Saturday that he and 
Trump have had con-
versations about such 
a scenario and that he 
would tell Trump he 
couldn’t carry out an 
illegal strike.

“If it’s illegal, guess 
what’s going to ha-
ppen. I’m going to 
say, ‘Mr President, 
that’s illegal.’ And 
guess what he’s going 
to do? He’s going to 
say, ‘What would be 

legal?’” Hyten said.
“And we’ll come up 

with options with a 
mix of capabilities 
to respond to whate-
ver the situation is, 
and that’s the way it 
works.”

In the event that 
Trump decided to 
launch a nuclear atta-
ck, Hyten would pro-
vide him with strike 
options that are legal. 
The command would 
control nuclear forces 
in a war.

The comments come 
as the threat of nu-
clear attack from Nor-
th Korea remains a 
serious concern and 
Trump’s critics ques-
tion his temperament. 
Trump’s taunting 
tweets aimed at Pyon-
gyang have sparked 
concerns primarily 
among congressional 
Democrats that he 
may be inciting a war 
with North Korea.

uS 

General says illegal 
nuclear launch 
order can be refused
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but two European cities today will 

already be celebrating Britain’s depar-
ture from the European Union.

Two major EU agencies now in Lon-
don — the European Medicines Agen-
cy and the European Banking Autho-
rity — must move to a new EU city 
because Britain is leaving the bloc. The 
two prizes are being hotly fought over 
by most of the EU’s other 27 nations.

Despite all the rigid rules and condi-
tions the bloc imposed to try to make 
it a fair, objective decision, the process 
has turned into a deeply political beau-
ty contest — part Olympic host city bi-
dding, part Eurovision Song Contest.

It will culminate in a secret vote 
Monday at EU headquarters in Brus-
sels that some say could be tainted by 
vote trading.

The move involves tens of millions 
in annual funding, about 1,000 top 
jobs with many more indirectly linked, 
prestige around the world and plenty 
of bragging rights for whichever leader 
can bring home the agencies.

“I will throw my full weight behind 
this,” French President Emmanuel 
Macron said when he visited Lille, 
which is seeking to host the EMA once 
Britain leaves in the EU in March 
2019. “Now is the final rush.”

At an EU summit Friday in Gote-

borg, Sweden, leaders were lobbying 
each other to get support for their bids.

The EMA is responsible for the scien-
tific evaluation, supervision and safety 
monitoring of medicines in the EU. It 
has around 890 staff and hosts more 
than 500 scientific meetings every 
year, attracting about 36,000 experts.

The EBA, which has around 180 sta-
ff, monitors the regulation and super-
vision of Europe’s banking sector.

With bids coming in from everywhe-
re — from the newest member states 
to the EU’s founding nations — who 

gets what agency will also give an indi-
cation of EU’s future outlook.

The EU was created as club of six 
founding nations some 60 years ago, 
so it’s logical that a great many key 
EU institutions are still in nations like 
Germany, France and Belgium. But as 
the bloc kept expanded east and south 
into the 21st century, these new mem-
ber states see a prime opportunity now 
to claim one of these cherished EU 
headquarters, which cover everything 
from food safety to judicial coopera-
tion to fisheries policy. AP

European cities battle fiercely  
for top agencies leaving UK

One Canada Square house (center) that hosts the offices of the European Banking Authority
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cinema

what’s ON ...

17th Macau Food Festival
tiMe: 5pm-11pm (Mondays to Thursdays)
            3pm-12am (Fridays to Sundays)
until: November 26, 2017 
venue: Sai Van Lake Square, Largo da Torre de 
Macau 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2857 5765

Purge one’s Mind: trio exhibition by leong 
Kit Man, iM hoK lon and MoK hei sai
tiMe: 11am-10pm 
until: November 25, 2017 
venue: Lakeside Gallery - Room S1 in Anim’Arte 
NAM VAN, located at Nam Van Lakeside Plaza at 
Avenida Panorâmica do Lago Nam Van
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 

a ProMenade in the sMall city: an 
illustration exhibition oF the Macau 
cultural and creative MaP 
tiMe: 11am-10pm 
until: December 31, 2017 
venue: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866

treasure oF sacred art oF st. JosePh’s 
seMinary
tiMe: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on 
public holidays)  
venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

this day in history

A British military dog that saved the lives of troops in Afghanis-
tan in 2012 was decorated Friday for bravery.

Mali, an 8-year-old Belgian Malinois, won the Dickin medal — a 
prize awarded by the PDSA veterinary charity and billed as the 
animal equivalent of the Victoria Cross, Britain’s top award for 
military valor.

The charity says Mali was twice sent through direct fire to con-
duct searches for explosives. He also detected the presence of 
insurgents, giving troops key seconds to “engage the enemy in 
close-quarter combat.”

He carried on despite being hurt by grenade blasts that injured 
his chest, legs and ear. He has since fully recovered.

Corporal Daniel Hatley, who trained Mali, said he was extremely 
proud.

“The way he conducted himself when it mattered most enabled 
my colleagues to achieve success in close combat,” Hatley said.

Mali is the 69th recipient of the prize that since 1943 has re-
cognized gallantry by animals serving with the military, police or 
rescue services.

The award, named veterinary charity’s founder Maria Dickin, 
has also gone to police horses, carrier pigeons and once to a cat 
that caught rats on a besieged vessel in China.

 Offbeat

military dog wins british prize for 
valor under fire

General Francisco Franco, who ruled Spain with an authori-
tarian hand for 39 years, has died at the age of 82.

He had been ill for five weeks and died early this morning at 
La Paz hospital, Madrid. Doctors said the cause of death was 
heart failure aggravated by peritonitis.

Flags all around the country are at half-mast and the gene-
ral’s body is now lying in state at the El Pardo Palace. Franco, 
also know as the Generalissimo, will be buried next week at 
the Valley of the Fallen mausoleum.

The Prime Minister, Carlos Arias Navarro, his voice trembling 
with emotion, announced the death at 1000 local time on ra-
dio. He said that on his deathbed General Franco had asked 
his enemies to forgive him.

“I ask pardon of all my enemies, as I pardon with all my heart 
all those who declared themselves my enemy, although I did 
not consider them to be so,” the general had said.

He also asked the Spanish people to remain loyal to Prince 
Juan Carlos, his designated successor who will be sworn in 
as king tomorrow.

In a veiled warning to resist separatist movements such as 
the Basque nationalist group ETA, he advised the nation to 
“keep the lands of Spain united”.

General Franco successfully led the Nationalist armies 
against the Loyalists during the Spanish Civil War in the late 
1930s, with support from Hitler’s Germany and Italy under 
Mussolini.

Franco allowed Hitler to use Spain’s naval bases during 
World War II, then declared Spain neutral in 1943 when it 
looked like the Allies would win.

Under Franco Spain has enjoyed stability and relative pros-
perity, especially after reforms introduced since 1959 that mo-
dernized administration and industry.

His regime has also been deeply reactionary, with political 
parties and non-government trade unions banned, and sepa-
ratists and communists repressed.

Leaders of European countries have been guarded in their 
reaction the dictator’s death and expressed hope that the new 
king would introduce modern democracy to Spain.

The European Commission expressed “sympathy and 
friendship for the people of Spain” and condolences to Ge-
neral Franco’s widow.

No western European nation will be sending a head of state 
to the funeral apart from Monaco.

But staunch supporters in South America, such as President 
Pinochet of Chile and Bolivia’s President Banzer will attend.

In Britain, Labour backbenchers are furious that the gover-
nment is sending a representative - Lord Shepherd, the Lord 
Privy Seal and Leader of the House of Lords - to the funeral. 
Stanley Newens, MP for Harlow, said the decision was “an 
affront to those who fought and died in the Civil War in Spain 
in the 1930s”.

Courtesy BBC news

1975 spanish dictator 
  franco dies

in context
Prince Juan Carlos was sworn in as King of Spain on 22 November 1975.
His speech hinted at democratic reform and tolerance for other cultures 
within Spain.
The following day thousands joined the new king for General Franco’s 
funeral. He was buried at the Valley of the Fallen mausoleum that was 
built on his orders by prisoners of the Spanish Civil War.
King Juan Carlos led Spain to democracy and in 1977 for the first time in 
four decades free and fair elections were held.
In 1978 a new constitution confirmed Spain as parliamentary monarchy.
The king won further respect from liberals after he helped to crush a 
military coup in 1981.
Some regions such as the Basque Country, Catalonia, Galicia and Anda-
lusia were given a great deal of autonomy, which was then extended to 
all Spanish regions.
But Spain was dogged by separatist violence in a long-running campaign 
by the Basque Fatherland and Liberty (ETA) to promote Basque inde-
pendence. The group declared a permanent ceasefire in March 2006.
The Franco years left the country alienated internationally but after 
Franco’s death Spain won European support and became a member of 
the EC, now the EU, in 1986. 

cineteatro
16 nov - 22 nov

usTiCe league
room 1
(2d) 2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
(3d) 19:15pm
director: Zack snyder
starring: ben affleck, raymond fisher, Jason momoa    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 118 min

The glass CasTle
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm     
director: destin daniel Cretton
Starring: Brie Larson, Woody Harrelson, Max Greenfield
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 109 min

Thor: ragnarok
room 1
7:00pm     
director: Taika waititi
starring:  Chris hemsworth, Cate blanchett, Tom hiddleston
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 109 min

mix!
room 3
2:30, 7:15pm
director: Junichi ishikawa
starring: yui aragaki, eita ryoko, hirosue koji seto, mei 
nagano, yu, aoi    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 120 min

leT me eaT your PanCreas
room 3
4:45, 9:30pm
director: sho Tsukikawa
starring: minami hamabe, Takumi kitamura, shun oguri    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 115min

13:00
13:30
15:00
16:40
17:35
18:10
18:40
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
22:40
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)  
RTPi Live 
Miscellaneous   
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)  
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Soap opera
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
TDM Sports
Brazilian Mini Serie 
Miscellaneous
TDM News    
Champions League Magazine 2017/2018
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
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aCross: 1- Former French colony of north-western Africa; 5- Lavish affection 
(on); 9- Spud state; 14- Joie de vivre; 15- Earth Day subj.; 16- Church council; 
17- Semiotics; 19- Lulus; 20- Execration; 21- No-see-ums; 22- Arranged in 
order; 23- Gift tag word; 24- Exist; 25- Sparkler; 28- Make a speech; 31- Like 
beaches; 32- Before; 34- End in ___ (draw); 35- Groups of animals; 36- Prepare 
for publication; 37- A Kennedy; 38- Annie of “Designing Women”; 39- Rough 
files; 40- Ladies of Spain; 42- Impair; 43- “___ quam videri” (North Carolina’s 
motto); 44- Resembling a feather; 48- Informative; 50- Fated; 51- Gift recipient; 
52- Portray; 53- At ___ for words; 54- The most heavily populated continent on 
Earth; 55- Feds; 56- Poles for sails; 57- Tablet; 58- Cong. meeting;
 
down: 1- Flat-topped hills; 2- Coeur d’___, ID; 3- Truman’s Missouri 
birthplace; 4- Begin; 5- Erase; 6- Carol start; 7- Forum wear; 8- TV Tarzan 
Ron; 9- Equality of political rights; 10- 
Electric generator; 11- Work without ___; 
12- ___ d’oeuvre; 13- Takes too much; 
18- Chicago’s airport; 21- Mortarboard 
tossers; 23- Discovers; 25- Bar game; 
26- Sparks and Beatty; 27- Faucet 
problem; 28- Bran source; 29- Hwys.; 
30- West Wing worker; 31- Stiff bristles; 
33- “The X-Files” extras; 35- Equine; 
36- Wages; 38- own; 39- Totaled, as a 
bill; 41- Freshest; 42- Prayer book; 44- 
Danger; 45- Make ___ for oneself; 46- 
French beans?; 47- Utopias; 48- Vincent 
Lopez’s theme song; 49- Slaughter of 
baseball; 50- Lucie’s dad; 51- Block up; 
52- Baby food;

ThE BOrn LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEfUL TELEphOnE nUmBErS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily Times 28 716 081

WEAThEr
min max CondiTion

China

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Though you can picture yourself in 
someone else’s shoes, you need to 
do a bit more in order to get a full 
understanding of what’s going on 
with them. Sometimes you have to 
walk around the block a few times!

April 20-May 20
You’re ready to take off on a flight 
to a very new, very hot (in one 
way or another) destination, but 
on this trip, you’re not allowed to 
carry any baggage - emotional or 
otherwise.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You need to send a clear, firm 
message about what you can 
tolerate in your relationships. 
You may be redefining limits 
or setting boundaries these 
days.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Some say that nature abhors a 
vacuum, but you say that your 
home could definitely do with a 
visit from Mr. Hoover. Now is a 
good time to start to straighten and 
tidy up around the house.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Try to avoid consuming too much 
of anything - and yes, there is 
such a thing as too much of a 
good thing. Your energy today 
is warning you to guard against 
overindulgence.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You may feel as if you’ve been 
tagged ‘it’ in some huge, cosmic 
game of tag - but unlike the classic 
children’s game, everyone else is 
chasing you! Even if you feel as if 
you want to crawl in a hole and hide.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Try to keep as busy as possible 
doing nothing today. What you 
need more than anything else is 
some serious downtime, with no 
interruptions from anyone. Make 
whatever excuses you have to.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your lips are sealed, so you can 
safely ignore all the pleas to spill 
the beans that are sure to come 
your way today. Discretion is one 
of the qualities you prize most 
about yourself.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
How long has it actually been 
since you took some time off for 
yourself? That means no errands, 
no college reunions and no picking 
up the kids. You had to think hard 
before you answered.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Sherlock Holmes has nothing on 
you right now. Whether you’re 
solving a locked-room mystery 
(check with the butler) or leading 
your friends on toward a rousing, 
if puzzling.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It can be fun to be a critic, helping 
others discover new truths, but 
today you need to make sure 
that the observations you’re 
handing out are constructive, not 
destructive.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You need to adopt the tricks and 
tools of a master spy today - if 
you want to get anything done, 
that is! While your situation 
isn’t as dramatic as the Cold 
War.

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong
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New York
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Bayern’s Arturo Vidal (left) and Augsburg’s Daniel Baier challenge for the ball

Napoli’s Lorenzo Insigne (right) and Milan’s Fabio Borini vie for the ball

FooTBALL

Bayern leads Bundesliga by 6 
points as Heynckes wins again

Insigne shows what Italy missed in Napoli win
Andrew Dampf, Rome 

It’s what virtually all of 
Italy was hoping to see 

in the World Cup playoff 
against Sweden: Lorenzo 
Insigne streaking past the 
defense to score a decisive 
goal.

It finally happened on 
Saturday but Insigne was 
wearing a Napoli shirt 
instead of the national 
team kit.

Insigne helped the Serie 
A leader beat AC Milan 
2-1 and strengthen the be-
lief of all of the country’s 
armchair fans.

Azzurri supporters were 
livid with recently fired 
Italy coach Gian Piero 
Ventura for under-uti-
lizing Insigne in the 1-0 
aggregate loss to Sweden. 

The speedy winger is con-
sidered Italy’s most talen-
ted player at the moment, 
and he showed why again 
at San Paolo Stadium.

Midfielder Jorginho’s 
throughball left Insigne 
with only the goalkeeper 
to beat and the winger 
scored with a delightful 
lob of the charging Gian-

luigi Donnarumma.
The goal was initially 

waved off for offside but 
reinstated with help by 
the video assistant refe-
ree.

Insigne nearly scored 
another when he hit the 
post in first-half added 
time in another effort fla-
gged for offside.

Then in the 73rd, Insig-
ne inspired the play that 
led to a score for substi-
tute Piotr Zielinski, who 
shot through Donnarum-
ma’s legs.

“I’m more upset for not 
going to the World Cup 
than not to have played,” 
Insigne said. “I don’t want 
to create controversy. I’ve 
always said that I respect 
the coach’s decisions.

“It’s very upsetting but 
now I’ve got to think 
about Napoli.”

Alessio Romagnoli pul-
led one back for Milan in 
stoppage time with a long, 
bouncing volley.

Napoli moved four poin-
ts clear of six-time defen-
ding champion Juventus, 
which visits Sampdoria 
on Sunday.

“We know this year cou-
ld be a big year,” Insigne 
said. “We’ve just got to 
keep our heads down and 
our feet on the ground 
and keep working.”

Milan remained seventh 
after another dispiriting 

loss for the offseason’s bi-
ggest spender.

Milan has as many los-
ses — six — as wins, and 
has lost to all of its main 
rivals, including Lazio, 
Roma, Inter Milan and 
Juventus. AP

Ciaran Fahey, Berlin  

RoBert Lewandowski 
scored twice to help 
Bayern Munich stretch 
its lead in the Bundes-

liga to six points after beating 
Bavarian rival Augsburg 3-0 on 
Saturday.

It was the 500th league win for 
Jupp Heynckes as a player or 
coach, and extended his winning 
start to eight games across all 
competitions since he returned 
as coach for his fourth stint.

“That’s a surprise for me. I 
don’t bother with statistics and 
numbers,” Heynckes said on 
being told about his winning 
landmark. “But it’s an impres-
sive number (500). I had a long 
career as a player, and now as a 
coach. It wasn’t planned.”

Heynckes was coaxed out of 
retirement to take over from the 
fired Carlo Ancelotti on Oct. 5. 
Bayern was trailing then-lea-
der Borussia Dortmund by five 
points. Now the side is nine 
points ahead of Dortmund, 
which hasn’t won in the league 
since Sept. 30, and six ahead of 
Leipzig, held at 10-man Bayer 
Leverkusen to 2-2.

Bayern midfielder Arturo Vidal 
broke the deadlock after half an 
hour, swiveling to fire home the 
rebound from a difficult angle 
after Mats Hummels’ effort was 
blocked and the ball ricocheted 
off Niklas Suele.

Vidal turned provider seven 
minutes later, playing Lewan-
dowski through on a counterat-

tack to shoot past Marwin Hitz.
The Poland striker claimed his 

league-leading 13th goal of the 
season early in the second half 
with a perfectly struck volley to 
Joshua Kimmich’s long cross 
from the right.

Vidal headed against the cross-
bar just afterward before Bayern 
conserved energy for Wednes-
day’s Champions League game 
at Anderlecht.

The win stretched the side’s 
unbeaten record at home to 28 
games.

More Video 
ControVersy

Winless Cologne’s terrible start 
to the league continued with its 
10th defeat in 12 games, while 
the discussion over video as-
sistance will continue after two 
mistakes by referee Felix Brych.

Daniel Brosinski’s penalty 
before the break was enough 
for a 1-0 win for Mainz against 
Cologne, but how it came about 
will ensure the controversy over 
video assistance goes on.

Brych pointed to the spot 
when Pablo De Blasis fell under 
Frederik Sorensen’s challenge. 
He then consulted the video 
assistant, who had the benefit 
of studying replays in Cologne, 

and stood by the decision — 
despite television showing that 
Sorensen made hardly any con-
tact with the Mainz player.

Brych later sent off Mainz’s 
Giulio Donati for what he per-
ceived as striking Leon Bitten-
court in a tussle. However, Bi-
ttencourt’s foot struck Donati 
in the face beforehand. Dona-
ti, who was lying on the pitch 
clutching his face, brushed the 
Cologne player away when he 
went to lift him up.

Following controversial de-
cisions in previous games, the 
German soccer federation said 
video assistants were only to 
step in when there was “a clear 
wrong decision.”

raffael returns
Brazilian midfielder Raffael 

scored twice against his former 
side to earn Borussia Moen-
chengladbach a 4-2 win at Her-
tha Berlin and go third.

Lars Stindl, Thorgan Ha-
zard and then Raffael - with a 
brilliant strike - put the visitors 
three goals up after just 20 mi-
nutes.

Hertha captain Vedad Ibi-
sevic pulled one back shortly 
afterward and the home side 
hit the crossbar and then the 
post before Mitchell Weiser 
was finally rewarded with ano-
ther goal with 20 minutes re-
maining.

But Raffael killed off an un-
likely comeback as Hertha 
pushed forward for the equali-
zer.

eighth tiMe luCKy
Wolfsburg defeated Freiburg 

3-1 at home to give coach Mar-
tin Schmidt his first win after he 
started with seven draws.

On loan from Bayern, Serge 
Gnabry did brilliantly to set 
up Mark Uth for Hoffenheim’s 
injury-time equalizer in a 1-1 
draw with visiting Eintracht 
Frankfurt. AP

rome beats lazio 2-1 in derby 
roMa sCored twice in 
four minutes early in the 
second half to beat Lazio 
2-1 in the most high-profile 
derby between the Italian 
capital’s clubs in years.
After Diego Perotti opened 
the scoring with a penal-
ty, the Argentine winger 
turned provider when Rad-
ja Nainggolan added anoth-
er to finish off a swift coun-

terattack. Nainggolan’s 
status had been in doubt 
due to injury but he was a 
surprise starter. Ciro Im-
mobile converted a penalty 
for Lazio to reduce Roma’s 
lead and add to his league-
best scoring total of 15 in 
12 matches. Roma moved 
into third place while Lazio 
dropped to fifth, two points 
behind.
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moroCCo A stampede 
in a southern Moroccan 
village left at least 
15 people dead and 
five others injured 
yesterday as food aid 
was being distributed 
in Sidi Boulalam, in the 
province of Essaouira, 
the interior Ministry 
said.

germany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel’s 
conservative bloc and 
two smaller parties 
struggled to find 
compromises yesterday 
on the thorny issues of 
migration and climate 
change as they sought 
to agree upon terms 
for a new coalition 
government.

kenya opposition 
leader Raila odinga 
called yesterday 
for “international 
intervention” in the 
country’s election 
crisis, saying at least 31 
supporters have been 
killed by police and 
militia since his return 
from an overseas trip 
on Friday.

argenTina’s navy 
detected seven brief 
satellite calls Saturday 
that officials believe 
may have come from 
a submarine with 44 
crew members that 
hadn’t been heard 
from in three days. 
The communication 
attempts “indicate that 
the crew is trying to 
re-establish contact, 
so we are working to 
locate the source of the 
emissions,” the Navy 
said.

Chile Billionaire 
businessman 
Sebastian Pinera 
is heavily favored 
to top yesterday’s 
election backed by 
Chileans who hope the 
former president can 
resuscitate a flagging 
economy, but polls 
suggest he won’t get 
enough votes to avoid a 
runoff.
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BUZZ
THE China under-20s protest tibetan 

flags at friendly 
The China under-20 team walked off in protest 

during its friendly against a German fourth-tier side 
on Saturday after a small group of fans held up Ti-
betan flags.

The game at TSV Schott Mainz was delayed for 
about 25 minutes and resumed once the protestors 
were convinced by stewards to remove their flags.

The game was the first friendly for China’s un-
der-20 team against sides from the southwest divi-
sion in the fourth tier of Germany’s league system.

The German football federation invited the Chi-

nese to compete within the structure of the league 
to fill free match-days due to an uneven number 
of teams competing. The friendlies do not count 
toward the league’s final outcome but each of the 19 
clubs was offered about 15,000 euros (USD17,700) 
in compensation for two home games each against 
the Chinese side.

China and Germany agreed to a five-year football 
partnership in November 2016, aimed at develo-
ping the game in China with training and other pro-
grams.

opinion
Rear Window
Severo Portela`

Kim Tong-Hyung

Surgeons treating a 
North Korean soldier who 

was severely wounded by gun-
fire while escaping to South 
Korea have removed dozens 
of parasites from his body, in-
cluding presumed roundwor-
ms as long as 27 centimeters, 
hospital officials said.

The soldier, whose name and 
rank have not been disclosed, 
defected to South Korea last 
Monday by driving a military 
jeep near a line that divides 
the Koreas and then rushing 
across it under a barrage of 
bullets. Hospital officials said 
Saturday that it was too early 
to tell whether he will make a 
recovery.

While treating the wounds, 
surgeons found the large pa-
rasites, which may be reflecti-
ve of poor nutrition and health 
in North Korea’s military, the 
hospital said. Doctors mea-
sured the soldier as being 1.7 
meters tall, but weighing just 
60 kilograms.

“I spent more than 20 years 
of experience as a surgeon, 
but I have not found parasi-
tes this big in the intestines 
of South Koreans,” Lee Cook-
jong, who leads the soldier’s 
medical team, told reporters 
last week.

Lee is a famous trauma 
specialist who was hailed as 
a hero in 2011 after conduc-
ting life-saving surgeries on 
the captain of a South Korean 
freighter ship who was shot 

during a rescue mission after 
being held by Somali pirates.

While the North Korean 
soldier’s vital signs were sta-
bilizing on Saturday, he con-
tinued to remain unconscious 
and relying on a breathing 
machine. After consecutive 
surgeries to repair internal 
organ damage and other in-
juries, no further surgeries are 
planned as of yet, said Shin 
Mi-jeong, an official at the 
Ajou University Medical Cen-
ter near Seoul.

South Korea’s military said 
four North Korean soldiers 
used handguns and AK rifles 
to fire about 40 rounds at 
their former comrade, who 
was hit at least five times. He 
was found beneath a pile of 
leaves on the southern side of 
the Joint Security Area, and 
South Korean troops crawled 
there to recover him. A United 
Nations Command helicopter 

later transported him to the 
Ajou hospital.

It remains unclear whether 
the North Koreans chasing 
the soldier fired at him even 
after he crossed into the sou-
thern side of the border, which 
would be a violation of an ar-
mistice agreement that ended 
the 1950-53 Korean War. The 
U.N. Command, which is in-
vestigating the incident, pos-
tponed a plan to release video 
footage of the soldier’s escape 
on Thursday.

The Joint Security Area is 
jointly overseen by the Ame-
rican-led U.N. Command and 
by North Korea, with South 
Korean and North Korean 
border guards facing each 
other only meters apart. It is 
located inside the 4-kilome-
ter-wide Demilitarized Zone, 
which forms the de facto bor-
der between the Koreas since 
the Korean War. AP

Surgeons remove 
worms, parasites from 
N. Korean soldier

Sulu Sou game changer
Sulu Sou took no time in looking around and 

warming himself to the technicalities and subtle-
ties - if we are to term it “protocol”- of the role 
of a directly-elected lawmaker in the Legislative 
Assembly. He was/is more than ready to work 
the floor with the same rules and procedures his 
fellow legislators have to follow. Since day one 
he proved himself to be a true game changer 
arriving at the House of the Nam Van Lakes.

As first blood, the pro-democracy rising star 
and AL rookie managed to challenge the opacity 
surrounding the tabling of policies, making the 
most of the new asymmetrical reality binding in-
directly-elected, appointed and directly-elected 
legislators respectively. He can work the sys-
tem.

Sulu Sou takes each and every window of 
opportunity to swiftly put forward his ideas; 
always abiding by formalities and civilities, whi-
le holding firmly against contestation, trickery 
and provocation. Ice cold Sulu Sou can stand 
the heat!

Obviously a politically seasoned activist and 
community organizer, the NMA board direc-
tor  stood up to a crucial test, or political trial, 
when he took the opportunity to directly question 
Chief Executive Chui Sai On in a manner dee-
med “fierce”. Fierce here is a euphemism for the 
standard and polite inquiry made regarding po-
litical responsibilities for the Hato disaster and 
sequels; fierce here is a direct call for accoun-
tability. “You did not even express a single word 
admitting your (political) responsibilities for the 
Hato disaster”. Sulu knows how to strike a chord 
with the people, seeking political responsibilities 
beyond the functional responsibilities of the dis-
graced chief meteorologist.

One would say he passed the test! But the pro-
democracy lawmaker could have his mandate 
suspended to enable him to be put on trial. He is 
accused of civil disobedience in a case related 
to a demonstration organized by the New Macau 
Association in May 2016 over a 100 million do-
nation to Jinan University.

The Legislative Assembly, aware of the type 
of offence and penal framework, has to deci-
de if the Sulu Sou mandate can be suspended 
to enable the NMA legislator to face immediate 
trial, or not to suspend the mandate, thereby 
delaying the trial for a time when Sulu is no lon-
ger a lawmaker. Here we have an anxious and 
perhaps unfounded doubt that comes to mind - 
in four years will Sulu be fit for reelection?

That is to say if half plus one of the plenary 
votes do not endorse the suspension of manda-
te, Sulu Sou will carry on his duty with a Sword 
of Damocles hanging over his head. The other 
way around, he faces a first instance trial: no 
one seems to have considered whether if there 
is an appeal would the suspension itself become 
suspended?

Together with Sulu, former NMA leader Scott 
Chiang - Kam Sut Leng was elected as the new 
president - is answering to qualified disobedien-
ce. If the accusation is to be split, Sulu will know 
in advance how heavy will be his Damocles. In 
this environment, the policy sectorial guidelines 
lose some of their glitter. 

Regardless of the merits or demerits of the 
qualified disobedience criminal case, the situa-
tion of a Macau lawmaker facing the possibility 
of disfranchisement by a court of law looks like 
an extreme and a totally unnecessary HK Legco 
copycat. In Hong Kong, the outcome took the 
form of a shot at the filibustering political tool. 

In Macau, we foresee nothing good if Sulu 
goes. Indeed, according to newspaper Hoje Ma-
cau, another case sits in the pipeline: Secretary 
for Transportation and Public Works, Raimundo 
Rosário, could have filed a defamation complaint 
against veteran democrat lawmaker Au Kam 
San. Au, in his role as vice-president of a gras-
sroots association complained about lack of due 
diligence in the repossession of 15 undeveloped 
plots.

We hope this is not Pandora´s Box.

LeBanon’s Prime Minister Saad Hariri 
said he will return home in the coming days 

from where he will declare a political stance 
for the first time since making a strange resig-
nation announcement from Saudi Arabia that 
unleashed fears of a crisis in Lebanon.

Hariri and his family met Saturday with Fren-
ch President Emmanuel Macron, who invited 
the Lebanese leader to Paris to dispel fears that 
he was being held in Saudi Arabia against his 
will. Macron is seeking to calm tensions and 
avert a proxy conflict between Saudi-backed 
and Iranian-backed camps in Lebanon.

Hariri’s appearance in Paris — looking rela-
xed and posing with his wife and older son on 

the steps of the Elysee Palace with the French 
presidential couple in front of a large crowd of 
journalists — contrasted with his limited-ac-
cess, carefully choreographed appearances 
from Saudi Arabia.

Hariri told Lebanese President Michel Aoun 
on Saturday that he will take part in Indepen-
dence Day celebrations in Beirut on Wednes-
day, according to Macron’s office.

The Independence Day ceremony is usually 
headed by the president, prime minister and 
parliament speaker, and Hariri’s presence cou-
ld help calm uncertainties that have escalated 
since his strange and surprising resignation an-
nouncement on Nov. 4 from Saudi Arabia. AP

LEBAnon

Hariri says he will be in 
Beirut within days

Medical doctor Lee Cook-jong describes the parasites found inside the 
body of a North Korean soldier


