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more people fall 
for phone scams

mugabe faces 
impeachment 

The police reported three 
more phone scams, 
in which three people 
suffered financial losses

Zimbabwean lawmakers are 
set to begin impeachment 
proceedings against 
President Robert Mugabe P4 crime

alexis tam 
motorcycle 
gp to stay

 P7

Myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi said 
yesterday that the world 
is facing instability and 
conflict in part because 
illegal immigration 
spreads terrorism, as her 
country faces accusations 
of violently pushing out 
hundreds of thousands 
of unwanted Rohingya 
Muslims. More on p13

Japan U.S. military 
personnel in Okinawa have 
been restricted to base 
and banned from drinking 
alcohol after a Marine was 
arrested over a crash that 
killed a Japanese man.

Indonesia Hundreds 
more people have left 
villages in Papua that were 
at the center of clashes 
with separatists, Indonesian 
police said yesterday. It 
was the second evacuation 
from the region near the 
U.S.-owned Grasberg gold 
and copper mine in a week. 
More on p12

AL Plenary

Sou’s latest affair 
involves FB post

Sands celebrates 10th anniversary 
of The Venetian with pomp 
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A local man has been arrested for sexual haras-
sment, the Public Security Police Force (PSP) 

said during yesterday’s police conference. 
The suspect is a local man, surnamed Ho, in his 

20’s. The victim is a local 20-year-old female uni-
versity student. The suspect was arrested on his 
second instance of sexually harassing the victim. 

At 1:30 p.m., on November 12, the suspect 
spotted the victim for the first time near a su-
permarket located at the Estrada de Coelho do 
Amaral. 

After observing the victim entering a building 
nearby said supermarket, Ho followed her, then 

sexually harassed her at the building’s stairs. Ter-
rified, the victim did not report the incident to the 
police. 

On November 15, around 6 p.m., Ho saw the 
victim again at the Estrada de Coelho do Ama-
ral. Ho followed the victim to the same building, 
where he sexually harassed her again. 

The victim only noticed the suspect when she 
entered her house and was about to close her 
door. She then reported the incidents to the po-
lice. 

The suspect is said to be working for an exhibi-
tion company.  

CRIME

Three more people fall for phone scams

Education 

IPM hosts delegation from Coimbra University 
The Macao Polyte-

chnic Institute (IPM) 
and a group of represen-
tatives from the Universi-
ty of Coimbra in Portugal 
recently discussed me-
thods to strengthen ties 
with Portuguese tertiary 
institutions and improve 
academic exchange throu-
gh student exchange.

Led by António José 
Mendes, who oversees 
the University of Coim-
bra’s foreign exchan-
ge programs, the group 
comprised a sports coach 
and students of various 
academic disciplines. 

IPM said in a press re-
lease that it held a week- 
long schedule of acade-

mic and cultural exchan-
ge intermingled with 
sports training sessions.

The purpose of the visit 
was to facilitate mutual 
communication and dee-
pen bilateral relations to 
explore greater avenues 
for cooperation.

IPM vice president Im 
Sio Kei Marcus remarked 

that the Institute and the 
University have worked 
together on numerous 
academic projects and 
that the institutions’ 
student exchange agree-
ments will cover degree 
programs.

IPM said it would con-
tinue fostering close ties 
with other Portugue-

se institutions, refining 
its teaching methods 
and encouraging its un-
dergraduates to study 
abroad.

The discussion was at-
tended by international 
and exchange students at 
IPM majoring in compu-
ting and Portuguese-Chi-
nese translation, among 

other disciplines.  
Mendes noted that the 

University of Coimbra 
represents one of Portu-
gal’s largest internatio-
nal student communi-
ties, with approximately 
16 percent of its student 
body coming from 90 di-
fferent countries and re-
gions.

Julie Zhu

The Judiciary Police (PJ), in a 
joint police conference yester-

day, reported three more phone 
scams, in which three people suf-
fered financial losses. 

A local woman was the victim 
of the first case discussed by the 
police yesterday. On November 
17, she received a phone call from 
mainland China. The suspect, who 
called the victim, claimed to be 
one of her friends, and said that he 
needed financial help because he 
had been arrested by the mainland 
police. 

On the same day, the victim 
transferred RMB30,000 to a 
mainland bank account provi-
ded by the suspect. Later, her real 
friend contacted her, upon which 
the victim reported the case to the 
police. 

In the second case, a local male 
resident lost RMB10,500. On No-
vember 16, the victim received a 
phone call from the mainland. The 
person who called him claimed to 
be his relative and said that he was 

currently arrested by mainland 
police. The suspect then asked 
the victim to transfer said amount 
of money to a mainland account. 
The victim did so, only realizing 
afterwards that it was a fraud. 

The third victim was a mainland 
resident working in Macau who 
lost MOP6,800 to a phone scam. 
The victim reported that, on No-
vember 17, he received a call from 
mainland China. 

The victim followed the voice 
instructions and reached a suspect 
who claimed to be an officer from 
the Public Security Police Force 
(PSP). 

The con artist acting as a PSP of-
ficer told the victim that he had not 
accepted an email from PSP, and, 
consequently, the police would 
have to implement border control 
restrictions over him. Later, the 
con artist fabricated another case, 

which the victim denied being a 
part of. 

After several conversations, 
the victim then transferred 
MOP6,800 to a mainland bank 
account. The suspect kept asking 
for money from the victim. The 
victim went to his friend for finan-
cial help and it was his friend who 
then reminded him about phone 
scams, which led the victim to re-
port the case to the police.

Man sexually harasses same victim twice

mainlander detained for ticket touting

A MAINLAND man is being 
prosecuted for illegally reselling 
tickets for the Macau Grand Prix.  
The mainland man, aged 40 years 
old, is surnamed Wu. On Sunday 
morning, Wu bought two tickets, 
each worth MOP900, for the Ma-
cau Grand Prix. He then attempt-

ed to sell the two tickets to another 
two people for MOP1,200 each. 
Eventually, he sold the tickets for 
MOP1,000 each but he was caught 
in the act. The man refused to co-
operate with the police and in the 
process damaged the badge of one 
of the police officers. 



tue 21.11.2017

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 5
 

th Anniversary

 

 ad

Daniel Hegarty

The day after Typhoon Hato

GP organizers will not 
consider canceling 
motorcycle race
Secretary for Social 

Affairs and Culture Alexis 
Tam says that the Macau 
Grand Prix organization 

will not consider cancelling mo-
torcycle races during the MGP 
event schedule. 

Following the end of the Grand 
Prix races on Sunday, Tam was 
questioned by the media about 
the future of the motorcycle race 
following the death of British 
motorcycle driver Daniel Hegar-
ty on Saturday.

Tam, who is the president of the 
Macau Grand Prix Organizing 
Committee (MGPOC), noted 
that the organizer will improve 
safety procedures, but it will not 
shut down races. 

Tam emphasized that what ha-
ppened to Daniel Hegarty was 
an accident due to “bad luck.” 
He then expressed his sincere 
condolences to the late driver’s 
family. 

The secretary pointed out that 
the organizers were adequately 

prepared to ensure the safery of 
the Guia Circuit. Tam wanted the 
public to understand that com-
petitions of speed, in particular 
motorsports, are relatively dan-
gerous and full of challenges. 

President of the Macau Sports 
Bureau Pun Weng Kun also ple-

dged that “[I] can assure [you] 
that our roads are absolutely 
safe.”

The sports authority president 
also guaranteed that the circuit 
was not affected by typhoons and 
added that the organizer’s first 
task is to uphold racers’ safety.

Macao Economic Ser-
vices (DSE) has found 

four applications for the spe-
cial financial supports offered 
by the Macau government 
to the SMEs in the wake of 
Typhoon Hato contained in-
correct information.

DSE Director Tai Kin Ip re-
ported this situation yester-
day. According to Tai, DSE 
seized evidence regarding 
these four cases and will re-
port them to the prosecution 
authority. 

In the aftermath of Typhoon 
Hato, the government has 
established two special di-
saster relief programs to help 
local SMEs. Tai revealed that 
DSE has already granted two 
billion patacas through the 
two programs. 

DSE reached an agreement 
with the Macau Association 
of Banks; the agreement was 
that banks would help the 
SMEs to provide their finan-
cial records concerning los-
ses incurred because of the 
typhoon. 

DSE received more than 
21,000 applications for spe-

cial financial support. Tai said 
that this number is equal to 
the total number of applica-
tions for SME supportive pro-
grams which DSE has granted 
during the last 20 years.  

Currently, DSE has already 
approved 17,000 applications 
out of the 21,000. The bureau 
intends to run through the re-
maining 4,000 by the end of 
the year. 

To prevent people from 
abusing the special financial 
support, DSE has been de-
ploying human resources to 
different districts to inspect 
the physical damage caused 
by the typhoon. 

Tai emphasized that only the 
businesses which were dama-
ged by the typhoon are eligib-
le to apply for these programs. 

DSE detects four 
problematic disaster 
relief applications
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Sulu Sou Ma Chi Seng

AL Plenary

War of words at the 
Legislative Assembly
Renato Marques

The tensions from the last 
couple of weeks between 

newly elected lawmaker Sulu 
Sou and some lawmakers, (na-
mely the appointed ones and 
those from the most conser-
vative wing), have apparently 
evolved from yesterday into a 
new chapter. A direct war of 
words and a heated exchange 
of arguments started during 
and after the plenary session.

The spark that started the fire 
appears to be Sulu Sou’s recent 
publication on his Facebook 

page. He published content 
related to a meeting of the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) House 
Rules Committee. Sou partici-
pated, even though he was ad-
vised not to do so by the presi-
dent of the AL, Ho Iat Seng.

In the post, Sou explained in 
some detail the content of the 
meeting; the meeting that ai-
med to discuss the method to 
be used by the AL regarding 
the vote on whether they shou-
ld suspend him to allow him 
to stand trial (lawmakers are 
granted immunity from crimi-
nal prosecution). A criminal 

case of aggravated disobe-
dience is running in the cour-
ts against him regarding his 
behavior during the demons-
tration held on May 2016, or-
ganized by the New Macau 
Association, over the RMB100 
million donation from the Ma-
cau Foundation to Jinan Uni-
versity.

On the same post, Sou also 
added information regarding 
the positions expressed by se-
veral committee members on 
this topic, individually citing 
their names.

During the period before the 

agenda yesterday, by the ini-
tiative of lawmakers Kou Hoi 
In (the lawmaker who also 
presides over the AL House 
Rules Committee) and Vong 
Hin Fai, a spoken enquiry was 
presented. It aimed to criticize 
lawmaker Sou’s attitude. The 
complainants recalled that the 
meeting was held behind clo-
sed doors, by decision of the 
members, noting that such 
a meeting has a “restricted 
or secret nature and that the 
lawmakers participating from 
the meetings cannot reveal any 
details as well as political posi-
tions expressed.”

The spoken enquiry from 
the two lawmakers considered 
Sou’s attitude  “disgraceful” 
and accused him of failing to 
comply with Article 4 of the 
Regiment of the AL (regarding 
the fulfillment of the delibera-
tions of the plenary) as well as 
the article 38 of the statutory 
regime of the lawmakers.

Kou presented the enquiry 
and remarked, “until now, all 
the lawmakers fulfilled the re-
giment and we had never regis-
tered situations like this.” He 
continued by expressing their 
“strong dissatisfaction and de-
fending that such an act should 
be censured.”

Later in the session, Sou 
made his reply. He presented 
a spoken enquiry that called 
for the fulfillment of the law 
and for the increase of trans-
parency by the publication 
of reports regarding  finance 
arrangements and subsidies 

attributed by the Macau Fou-
ndation (FM) to the associa-
tions. Sou recalled the case of 
the subsidy conceded by the 
FM to Jinan University to say 
that more than 18 months after 
that event, the situation that 
allowed it is continuing undis-
turbed. He accused the Chief 
Executive (CE) of ignoring the 
calls of the people for more 
procedural transparency and 
noted that “until now he [the 
CE] gave no reply.” In his allo-
tted time, Sou still had time to 
respond to the spoken enquiry 
of the lawmakers Kou and 
Vong. He said in response that 
he has been acting in line with 
his duties and in the name of 
transparency and honesty. He 
insisted that these values are 
what characterizes his role as 
a political representative. He 
also made the point that his 
actions and the values under-
pinning them are in line with 
what the population would like 
to see in their representation.

Although the works of the 
AL proceeded with a certain 
degree of normality, several 
lawmakers moved in and out 
of the plenary session and this 
reflected the unusual nature of 
the session. Chui Sai Cheong, 
Chan Chak Mo and Ma Chi 
Seng were only some of those 
that exited the plenary room 
during and right after the pre-
sentation of Sou’s spoken en-
quiry; they returned after he 
concluded his presentation.

The discussion of the first 
topic of the agenda (concer-
ning the 2018 Budget Law), 
ran over its allotted time and 
led into the break time. At the 
start of the break, when most 
of the lawmakers and media 
were already out of the plenary 
room, two lawmakers inclu-
ding Ma approached Sou at his 
seat to continue to exchange 
arguments, mostly on the fact 
that he cited the names of the 
committee members identi-
fying them clearly. Visibly up-
set, the two lawmakers left the 
room after a few minutes and 
the sharp exchange of words 
that were audible across the 
room. Some of their commen-
ts anticipated that the dissa-
tisfaction of some lawmakers 
with Sou might have reached 
an all new level.

The Secretary for Economy and Finance, Lio-
nel Leong, presented yesterday at the AL the 

bill the aimed to discuss and approve the Budget 
Law for 2018.

Although the bill was passed at the first reading 
unanimously with all 31 votes in favor, as everyo-
ne would expect, the debate over the budget was, 
maybe unexpectedly, filled with several interven-
tions from the lawmaker. These interventions 
forced Leong and his team to several explana-
tions and justifications.

On the line were several significant increases 
presented on the budget for 2018, namely con-
cerning the government’s expenses regarding 
the salaries of civil servants.

Mak Soi Kun, Ella Lei and Au Kam San whe-
re just some of the lawmakers that  questioned 
civil servants’ salaries, with Mak noting, “[t]his 
had already happened in 2017, looks like there 
is a great hike on the staff [civil servants] what 
apparently goes against the police for the ratio-
nalization of staff members.”

Lei also questioned the rise of the expenses with 
staff that she noted is “well above of the salary 
update announced by the government,” she said, 
adding, “I’ve been paying attention to this [mat-
ter] since 2016, we have to take in note what ha-
ppened with IC [Cultural Affairs Bureau].”

Lei also remarked that it was necessary to ex-
plain why some bureaus are growing a lot in 
terms of staff while others that apparently have 

many departments and perform several duties 
are reducing. She included examples and noted, 
“this will represent an increase on more than 
MOP10 billion just in expenses with staff.” 

Au Kam San also remarked that for the first 
time the annual budget is passing the barrier of  
MOP100 billion, saying, “It passed from MOP80 
billion to more than MOP100 billion very fast.” 
Au Kam San also questioned whether such pro-
gress would be considered normal.

Replying, Leong explained that the almost 10 
percent of the increase on the government sta-
ff expenses are not only related with the salary 
updates but also, “with promotions and growth 
in the number of staff.” The Secretary remarked 
that back in 2015, “we launched austerity measu-
res due to economic adjustment. At that time it 
was imposed through a control over the growth 
of staff to barely zero [noting that does not mean 
that staff were not needed],” Leong added. “The 
new 85 square kilometers of maritime area also 
presents challenges and leads to a significant 
increase on the personnel of the Customs Servi-
ces,” he said as an example.

“There are many other services that we also 
need to increase staff that are regarding services 
to people,” he concluded, noting that he will be 
able to provide in a detailed manner, if needed, 
all the departments and services that will grow in 
staff members during the discussion of the bud-
get in the committee.

Budget Law approved after long discussion

sou requests to present defense 
before suspension

LAWMAKER SULU Sou has 
formally submitted a letter to 
the president of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) requesting au-
thorization to present his defense 
prior to the AL vote on whether 
his mandate will be suspended, 
as requested by the First Instance 
Court (TJB). According to a report 
from Radio Macau, Sou made the 
request yesterday as a matter of 
urgency in a letter addressed to 
both the president of the AL, Ho 
Iat Seng, and to the chairman of 
the Committee of the House of 

Rules, Kou Hoi Hin. In the letter, 
Sou requests a 10-day period 
to prepare his defense with the 
intention of delaying the distribu-
tion to lawmakers of the opinion 
reached by the Committee, which 
will shortly be disclosed. Sou is 
also requesting access to docu-
ments on similar cases since 1997, 
and to be granted access to the 
communication between the AL 
and the TJB regarding his case. 
According to the same source, 
Ho has not yet replied to Sou’s 
request.
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mgm cotai ‘grand opening offers’ announced

The law firms MdME and 
MLGTS, members of the 
MLGTS Legal Circle, have 
launched Team Genesis 
Asia, a team of legal exper-
ts dedicated to supporting 
young entrepreneurs and 
innovators.

Ahead of its opening on Ja-
nuary 29, 2018, MGM Cotai 
is launching “Grand Opening 
Offers”, a series of packa-
ges that are available to be 
booked, starting today.

MGM Cotai’s “Grand Ope-
ning Offers” start at HKD/
MOP1,398 for guests to en-

mdme co-launches team genesis asia MdME yesterday.
“The primary aim of Team 

Genesis Asia is to capitali-
ze on the expertise of Team 
Genesis to support Macau 
young entrepreneurs and 
innovators in successfully 
growing their businesses in 
a global context”, stated Rui 
Pinto Proença, a Partner at 
MdME and Team Genesis 
Asia´s coordinator.

Team Genesis Asia will be 
partnering with incubators 
and associations of young 
entrepreneurs in Macau to 
identify scalable start-ups 
to support. It will also pro-
vide its members with legal 
mentorship in crucial areas 
to their business, such as 
fundraising and intellectual 
property. 

ts will also be offered when 
spending resort credit. 

Guests can sign up to M 
life, MGM’s resort member-
ship program; becoming a 
new member allows extra sa-
vings on the “Grand Opening 
Offers.”  

Macau members of M life 
will have an extra 20 percent 
discount to enjoy the resort 
experience in Macau. 

“As MGM Co will be the 
most anticipated resort ope-
ning of 2018, we are plea-
sed to launch opening offers 
with great value for all of our 
guests, inviting them to stay 
with us and experience our 
one-of-a-kind offerings firs-
t-hand,” said Grant Bowie, 
CEO and executive director 
of MGM China.

This initiative represen-
ts the internationalization 
of MLGTS’ Team Genesis, 
founded in 2011 with the 
goal of advising founders 
and investors of emerging 
companies, as cited in a 
press release issued by 

joy a one-night stay at the 
property’s Resort Room; 
they will also receive a 
MOP500 complimentary re-
sort credit per night to spend 
in the restaurant, spa and 
entertainment facilities of 
their choice.

Additional dining discoun-

Sands China celebrates 
10 years of Venetian Macao

Media

IFJ grants affiliation to local press association 

 
This property 
has a very 
special place 
in my heart.

Sheldon Adelson

Sands China celebra-
ted the 10th anniver-
sary of The Venetian 
Macao yesterday, hi-

ghlighted by a ceremony at 
the resort’s outdoor lagoon.

Guests enjoyed a masque-
rade grand parade featuring 
music and dancing, a light 
and sound 3D projection on 
the façade of The Venetian 
Macao, and a pyrotechnic 
show. A gala dinner followed, 
featuring entertainment hea-
dlined by Cantopop superstar 
Joey Yung.

Opened on August 28, 
2007, the company’s anchor 
property on the Cotai Strip - 
dubbed a “world-class busi-
ness, leisure and family des-
tination” - was once seen as a 
risky venture by analysts. 

But 10 years on, it continues 
to draw millions of visitors 
from around the world each 
year, testament to its tourist 
appeal.

Wilfred Wong, president of 
Sands China, hosted the main 
ceremony yesterday, with 
government dignitaries and 
celebrities present. He said 
he was “grateful to the Ma-
cau government, to the local 
community, and to our team 
members as we commemo-
rate this important milestone 
for The Venetian Macao.”

“This property has a very 
special place in my heart,” 
said Chairman and CEO of 
Las Vegas Sands and Sands 
China, Sheldon Adelson, 
according to a statement re-
leased by Sands China. 

“It was my wife, Miriam, 
who first had the inspiration 
to recreate Venice in Las Ve-
gas, and opening The Vene-
tian Macao in 2007 marked 
the beginning of my vision 
for the Cotai Strip. Nothing 
is more fulfilling to an entre-
preneur than to see a vision 
turned into reality. For me, 
The Venetian Macao repre-

sents exactly that – first a 
vision and then a reality,” he 
continued in the statement. 

“I’m extremely grateful to 
every person who helped 
bring this reality to life and 
I’m humbled by the dedica-
tion and support we’re still 
receiving 10 years later.”

Adelson had been schedu-
led to attend the anniver-
sary event, but sustained 
an injury while traveling to 
the MSAR. In an announ-
cement, Wong said that the 
company CEO had fractured 
three ribs during a ferry ride 
from Hong Kong. He added 
that Adelson was in good 
shape and was expected to 
make a speedy recovery.

Yesterday’s celebration 
had originally been schedu-
led to take place on the ac-
tual August 28 anniversary 
date of the resort, however 
Sands China decided to pos-
tpone the event in light of 
the aftermath of Typhoon 
Hato.

The Macau Portugue-
se and English Press 

Association (AIPIM) is 
now an associate mem-
ber of the International 
Federation of Journalists 
(IFJ), becoming the first 
Macau journalists’ asso-
ciation to join the largest 
international journalists’ 
organization in the world. 

The secretariat of IFJ 
stated that AIPIM has 
been accepted as an asso-
ciate member of the fede-
ration during a meeting of 
IFJ’s Executive Commi-

ttee, held on November 
in Tunis, Tunisia, on No-
vember 18 and 19.

“AIPIM warmly welco-
mes this decision with a 
sense of duty and respon-
sibility. Joining IFJ has 
been an objective of our 
members over the years,” 
said AIPIM president 
José Carlos Matias. 

“Becoming a member of 
IFJ is especially meanin-
gful not only for AIPIM 
members but for the who-
le of Macau’s journalistic 
community.”

Speaking to the Times, 
the president noted that 
the milestone is what 
the association has been 
striving for as it aims to 
strengthen its sense of 
responsibility and duty. 

According to him, full 
membership in the IFJ 
would allow the local as-
sociation to have a closer 
level of contact with inter-
national networks and to 
strengthen its role in stan-
ding for core values such 
as freedom of the press, 
access to information, ri-

ght to information, jour-
nalists’ rights and ethical 
values. 

“We will learn more on 
how to better the journa-
lists’ rights and this could 
pave a way in the future 
for international accredi-
tation,” said Matias.

For now, the association 
is awaiting the next step 
in the process of formali-
zing the membership.

Matias noted that AI-
PIM now has an additio-
nal role since it is a mem-
ber of an international 

federation. He expanded 
on this, saying that going 
forward AIPIM will have 
“more responsibility and 
we’ll have to improve in 
many ways and try to have 
a more active role and we 
would like to be more re-
presentative and welcome 
more members together.” 

Meanwhile AIPIM is 
launching its “AIPIM 
Training Series,” entai-
ling a series of workshops 
and training programs for 
journalists focusing on 
enhancing their skills and 

knowledge of pressing 
issues and challenges fa-
cing contemporary jour-
nalism.

Its first round of training 
sessions will address ethi-
cal challenges faced by 
journalists and will be 
held by a member of the 
global news management 
of Agence France-Presse, 
Eric Wishart, on Novem-
ber 25. On December 9, 
Portuguese scholar and 
former journalist Joa-
quim Fidalgo will address 
the same topics.  LV
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Andy Mukherjee, Bloomberg 

Asia’s two rival fi-
nancial centers are 
starting to look very 
different, and the 

gap is going to widen.
The divergence of Singapo-

re and Hong Kong is already 
evident in the quality of their 
transportation networks. 
MTR Corp.’s main rail lines in 
Hong Kong have been glitch-
free for 5.6 million kilometers 
of passenger journeys on ave-
rage this year, while Singapo-
re’s subway operator SMRT 
Corp., plagued by delays and 
chaos for six years, plumbed 
the depth of its despair last 
week when two trains colli-
ded, injuring 36 people.

Taxation levels, the other 
area where the cities have 
used one another as ben-
chmarks, are becoming in-
creasingly dissimilar. Sin-
gapore Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong reiterated his 
finance minister’s call for 
higher tax rates, telling the 
annual convention of the ru-
ling People’s Action Party on 
Sunday that it’s “not a matter 
of whether, but when.” With 
that, analysts started to fore-
see an increase in the island’s 
7 percent goods and services 
tax, perhaps as soon as next 
year.

Hong Kong toyed with the 
idea of a GST in 2006, but 

popular opinion was against 
it. Although there will be ano-
ther go at solving the “pro-
blem of a narrow tax base,” 
it’s unclear that a sales tax 
will ever materialize.  

Singapore’s GST, introduced 
in 1994, now accounts for al-
most one-quarter of the city’s 
tax collection. It has proved a 
remarkably stable source of 
revenue, even during sharp 
downturns. That has its own 
rewards. Ten years after the 
global financial crisis, only 10 
sovereigns still enjoy a triple- 
A debt ranking from all three 
major rating companies. Sin-
gapore is one of them.

Although any increase wou-
ld be unpopular, there are se-
veral reasons Lee may want to 
bump up the levy. Combine a 
median age of 40 with a low 
fertility rate, and aging is a 
serious challenge. At 65, Sin-
gaporeans have 19 to 22 years 
of life expectancy. Retaining 
people longer in the workfor-
ce to keep social-security cos-
ts well-funded is one option, 

but it has limits.
The robots that are busy 

cleaning Changi Airport’s 
new Terminal 4 are managed 
by humans - for now. Once 
artificial intelligence stops 
getting confused between cats 
and guacamole, it will also be 
able to tell trash from a mis-
laid Rolex. Taxes on incomes 
will become an unreliable 
source globally.

Meanwhile, if the U.S. does 
lower its levy on corpora-

te profits to 20 percent, and 
Japan takes its 30 percent 
rate to 25 percent or below, 
there’ll be little leeway for 
a small economy like Sin-
gapore’s to increase its 17 
percent rate, especially with 
Hong Kong at 16.5 percent. It 
makes sense to raise the level 
of GST now. Leaving the pro-
blem to a future leader who 
may not have the benefit of a 
strong economy  risks repea-
ting Japan’s folly with con-

sumption charges.
Where’s Hong Kong in all 

this? As much as 46 percent 
of the Chinese territory’s 
tax revenue comes from two 
sources: corporate profits 
and land premiums.

If Hong Kong shies away 
from a sales tax, the admi-
nistration may become even 
more dependent on land re-
venue. In the world’s least 
affordable property market, 
that could fuel speculative 
mania around Beijing’s vision 
of a Greater Bay Area, con-
necting Hong Kong and Ma-
cau with China’s Guangdong 
province.

Other options are closed. 
The top 5 percent of Hong 
Kong taxpayers account for 
more than 60 percent of the 
government’s take from sa-
laries. Squeeze them harder, 
and rich professionals might 
up and leave - for Singapore. 
Since these are people who 
can avoid the trains, a crum-
bling SMRT won’t bother 
them much.

Analysis 

A Singapore tax increase 
would be nectar for Hong Kong
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Li Keqiang (left) gestures to Rodrigo Duterte

Alibaba bets USD2.9b on 
country’s top hypermarket player 

Duterte offers China third telecom carrier slot
Philippine Presi-

dent Rodrigo Duterte 
has offered to China an 
opportunity to operate a 
new, third telecommunica-
tions carrier in the country, 
his spokesman said yester-
day.

The move is aimed 
at breaking a telecoms 
duopoly in a country that is 
said to have the slowest in-
ternet speed in the Asia Pa-
cific. It is unclear if China 
or any Chinese companies 
would be keen to take Du-
terte up on his offer.

Presidential spokesman 
Harry Roque said Duterte 

made the offer to Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang during 
their bilateral meeting in 
Manila last week.

The market now is do-
minated by domestic tele-
coms operators Globe Te-
lecom Inc. and PLDT Inc.

In 2007, the Philippi-
nes signed a contract with 
China’s ZTE for a national 
broadband network. The 
project was plagued with 
problems such as alleged 
overpricing and kickbacks 
and was eventually scra-
pped.

Last week, the govern-
ment signed an agreement 

with a Facebook subsidiary 
for the “Luzon Bypass” pro-
ject. It involves installation 
of submarine cables for a 
high speed internet infras-
tructure and providing 2 
terabits per second of ban-
dwidth — equivalent to the 
current combined capacity 
of Globe and PLDT.

“So the good news is, 
the consumers can look 
forward now to better tele-
communications, not just 
in terms of cellular tech-
nology but also in terms 
of internet speed as well as 
access,” Roque said.

China’s state-owned Chi-

na Mobile Ltd. is the wor-
ld’s biggest phone carrier 
by subscribers, with 880 
million mobile accounts 
and 106 million broadband 
internet customers. China 
Telecom Ltd. and China 
Unicom Ltd. are nearly as 
large.

All three have been slow 
to expand outside their 
lucrative and sheltered 
home market but have ste-
pped up investment in the 
past two years, usually by 
taking stakes in carriers in 
other developing countries 
such as Brazil, Thailand 
and Pakistan. AP

Lulu Yilun Chen and Daniela Wei

Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. agreed to buy a stake in 

China’s largest operator of Wal- 
Mart-style hypermarkets for 
about USD2.9 billion, making 
its latest bet on the evolution of 
brick-and-mortar retail.

Alibaba is acquiring 36 per-
cent of Sun Art Retail Group 
Ltd., which operates about 400 
hypermarkets under the Auchan 
and RT-Mart banners. As part of 
the deal, France’s Auchan Retail 
SA will raise its stake in Sun Art 
to a similar level and form an 
alliance with the internet giant 
to tackle Chinese food retail.

The deal marks Alibaba’s latest 
investment in old-school sho-
pping, as it pursues an ambition 
to shake up a $4 trillion bri-
ck-and-mortar retail arena. It’s 
also a major foray into groceries 
for China’s largest e-commerce 
operator, escalating competition 
with Wal-Mart Stores Inc. in the 
hypermarts that offer everything 
from fresh produce to electroni-
cs across the country.

The agreement grants Sun 
Art the technology and resour-
ces needed to expand into new 
markets, though Alibaba’s get-
ting its stake at a steep 24-per-
cent discount to its target’s most 
recent valuation, itself inflated 
by speculation about an invest-
ment since February. Shares in 
the hypermarket operator slid 
as much as 14 percent yesterday 
- its biggest intraday fall since 
February - but recovered to tra-
de about 0.7 percent lower.

“Sun Art has a pretty good su-
pply chain so cost-wise it might 
make more sense than Alibaba 
doing everything from scratch,” 
said Julia Pan, a Shanghai-ba-
sed analyst at UOB Kayhian. 
“The new-retail strategy seems 

to be the new trend for e-com-
merce giants.”

Alibaba’s investment in Sun 
Art is the latest acquisition in a 
spree that’s also encompassed 
Suning Commerce and Intime 
Retail Group Co. The company’s 
staked much of its future on 
transforming old-school retail, 
infusing stores with the techno-
logy needed to better manage 
inventory and boost margins. 
It’s betting that a move into 
physical commerce will pum-
p-prime the growth of its main 
online business, rope in millions 
of new shoppers, and expand its 
network into a relatively unta-
pped Chinese hinterland.

It’s early days in Alibaba’s 
grand retail experiment, but if 
it works, it could deepen a lead 

over Jeff Bezos’ Amazon.com 
Inc. in the fragmented world of 
physical retail. Jack Ma’s com-
pany spent billions buying into 
grocers, shopping malls and 
even department stores long 
before Amazon announced its 
$13.7 billion acquisition of Who-
le Foods Market Inc.

The over-arching idea is to 
connect virtual and offline 
worlds, boosting online orders 
while amassing valuable custo-
mer purchasing data. Alibaba 
is trying to franchise a Hema 
model that combines a super-
market, restaurant and fulfill-
ment center. It’s also enlisted 10 
percent of China’s convenience 
stores, about 600,000 outlets, 
to hawk goods and get billions 
of parcels shipped to customers 

nationwide.
The Hangzhou-based com-

pany is already starting to see 
the initiative trickle into the top 
line: revenue from new retail - 
mainly its Hema supermarkets 
and Intime department stores - 
more than quintupled in the 
September quarter.

“Sun Art can help Tmall to pe-
netrate into lower tier cities,” 
Pan said. “Other cooperation 
could be on Hema.”

Sun Art, for its part, needs the 
capital and technology infusion. 
Auchan and RT-Mart have the 
biggest slice of China’s hyper-
market business with about a 15 
percent share, followed by Wal- 
Mart Stores Inc. with 10 per-
cent, according to Euromonitor 
International. But the company 

has reported slower sales grow-
th over the past three years as 
more Chinese shop online. 

Like other retailers, Sun Art is 
now exploring ways to combine 
internet commerce with physi-
cal retail in a so-called “online-
to-offline” or O2O model. It’s 
sought to make inroads into e-
commerce after acquiring con-
trol of web grocery store Fields 
HK and Shanghai Diqi Network 
Technology Co.’s Xiaohehe  
e-commerce business in 2015. 

It “needs to get skill-sets on 
e-commerce and O2O to help 
them reach more tech-savvy 
young customers,” said Wai-
Chan Chan, a retail partner at 
consultancy Oliver Wyman in 
Hong Kong.

Its decelerating growth and 
narrowing margins may be why 
Alibaba’s getting into Sun Art for 
about HKD6.50 a share versus 
its last traded price of HKD8.60 
before shares were suspended 
Nov. 13. Yet Alibaba’s expertise 
may provide the necessary whe-
rewithal to shore up its opera-
tions for the longer term.

Once the acquisition is com-
pleted, Alibaba, Auchan and a 
third company will own more 
than 77 percent of the company. 
As they may be considered “ac-
ting in concert,” the group may 
be required to make an offer for 
the remainder of Sun Art sha-
res, the listed company said in 
its filing.

“Strategically it’s a good deal 
for Sun Art,” Chan said. “The 
massive customer data is ex-
pected to give Sun Art better 
understanding about customers 
and more experience to do busi-
ness digitally.” Bloomberg

 The deal 
marks 
Alibaba’s latest 
investment 
in old-school 
shopping
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Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

Under Robert Muga-
be’s decades-long rule 
over Zimbabwe, China 
grew into one of the 

African nation’s biggest inves-
tors, trading partners and diplo-
matic allies.

Now, as Zimbabwe appears on 
the verge of its first transition of 
power since independence, Bei-
jing is poised to be among the bi-
ggest winners.

A look at the increasingly clo-
se relationship between the two 
countries:

THE BACK STORY
Mugabe began drawing closer 

to China’s communist leaders 
under a “Look East” policy when 
Western countries imposed sanc-
tions on Zimbabwe in 2001 over 
land seizures and human rights 
concerns. “We have turned East, 
where the sun rises, and given 
our backs to the West, where the 
sun sets,” he famously said.

Mugabe has made frequent vi-
sits to Beijing, and sent his dau-
ghter Bona to university in Hong 
Kong. China, meanwhile, has 
vetoed United Nations Security 
Council sanctions on Zimbabwe.

Both sides portray the rela-
tionship as one between “all-wea-
ther friends.” But “behind the 
scenes, things are a little bit diffe-
rent,” said Derek Matyszak, a Ha-
rare-based senior researcher at 
the Institute for Security Studies.

“Relations between China and 
Mugabe have been quite fractious 
over the past year and a half, and 
the current situation is going to 
make things worse,” he said.

China is unhappy about Muga-
be’s mismanagement of Zimba-
bwe’s economy and is believed to 
favor as his successor, Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, who’s seen as more 
of an “economic pragmatist,” 
Matyszak said.

Mnangagwa was elected Sunday 
as the new leader of Zimbabwe’s 
ruling party and is positioned to 
take over as the country’s leader.

MILITARY LINKS
Zimbabwe’s army commander, 

Gen. Constantino Chiwenga, vi-
sited Beijing in early November, 
around the same time Mnanga-
gwa disappeared. The Chinese 
Foreign Ministry called it a “nor-
mal military exchange,” but the 
timing raised suspicions that it 
was anything but.

The countries’ military links 
date back to the 1960s, when Chi-
na helped train and supply guer-
rilla fighters from the Zanu’s mi-
litary wing in the fight for libera-
tion. Mnangagwa, 75, was part of 
that effort — he received military 
training in China in 1963, soon 
after he joined the fight against 
white minority rule in then-Rho-
desia.

These days, China is a key su-
pplier of military hardware to 
Zimbabwe. Major sales in recent 
years include a radar system, jet 
trainers and fighters, military 
vehicles and AK-47 assault ri-
fles.

A Chinese company built the 
National Defense College in Ha-
rare, which opened in 2014 and 
was financed with an interest-
free $98 million loan from China. 
The college, the biggest of its kind 
in the country, trains soldiers, in-
telligence operatives and police 
from Zimbabwe and other Sou-
thern African countries.

“China, of course, wants Zimba-
bwe to maintain a peaceful and 
stable political environment,” 
said Wang Xinsong, a longtime 
observer of China-Zimbabwe re-
lations at Beijing Normal Univer-
sity. “China’s best interest lies in 
ensuring a peaceful and smooth 
transfer of power without major 
turmoil.”

ECONOMIC WOES
Once known as the “breadbasket 

of Africa,” Zimbabwe’s decline ac-
celerated with the seizure of whi-
te-owned farms, sending the eco-
nomy into a tailspin with skyro-
cketing inflation and widespread 
unemployment and poverty.

The lack of a clear succession 
plan for the 93-year-old Mugabe 
as well as an industrial nationa-
lization plan have contributed to 
political uncertainty and spooked 
overseas investors. Zimbabwe’s 
foreign direct investment fell for 
a second straight year in 2016, 
slumping by a quarter to $319 
million, according to the latest 
U.N. World Investment Report.

Analysts believe one major rea-
son Mnangagwa is popular with 

China is that he is seen as more 
investor-friendly than Mugabe.

“Of course, we must know that 
the investment can only go where 
it gets a return,” Mnangagwa said 
in an interview with state-run 
China Central Television during 
a visit to Beijing in 2015. “So we 
must make sure we create an en-
vironment where investors are 
happy to put their money becau-
se they will have a return.”

Chinese investors are likely hol-
ding off while they wait for a reso-
lution, experts said.

“Chinese businessmen will be-
come more prudent,” said Zhang 
Chun, an expert in African stu-
dies at the Shanghai Institute of 
Foreign Studies. “For those that 
are prepared to make an invest-
ment there, they will delay their 
projects.”

DIAMOND DEALS
A big source of tension between 

Beijing and Harare was Mugabe’s 
abrupt move to nationalize Zim-
babwe’s diamond mines.

Two Chinese companies, Anjin 
Investments and Jinan Mining, 
had partnered with the military 
and become big players in the 
Marange diamond field in Zim-
babwe’s east.

Mugabe, however, moved last 
year to revoke licenses from the 
Chinese and other foreign mi-
ning companies and consolidate 
all operations into a single com-
pany half-owned by Zimbabwe’s 
government. He had apparently 
become alarmed that the gover-
nment was missing out on reve-
nue, blaming private companies 
after only $2 billion of an antici-
pated $15 billion had flown into 
government coffers since the 
field was discovered in 2006.

The Institute for Security Stu-
dies’ Matyszak speculated that 
Mnangagwa could reverse that 
move, winning favor with both 
the military and China in the pro-
cess.

Chinese tobacco company Tian-
ze, meanwhile, has given inte-
rest-free loans and training to 
farmers, many of whom work on 
land seized from white farmers, 
to help beef up production and 
help fill cigarette demand back 
home.

The Beijing Automotive Group 
teamed up this year with two lo-
cal partners in a joint venture, 
Beiqi Zimbabwe, selling Grand 
Tiger pickup trucks assembled 
from kits to compete with pricier 
imports.

HARD ASSETS
China has helped build and 

pay for some big-budget infras-
tructure projects in Zimbabwe, 
including $46 million to fund 
the construction of the coun-
try’s new parliament building in 
Harare last year.

Chinese state-owned Sinohy-
dro is building $2 billion worth 
of expansion projects at Zim-
babwe’s two main, aging power 
stations to help deal with chro-
nic electricity shortages. Chine-
se companies have also built a 
$150 million expansion of Vic-
toria Falls International Airport 
and upgraded Zimbabwe’s bu-
siest highway.

Other deals announced during 
a visit by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping in 2015 included buil-
ding a pharmaceutical warehou-
se, expanding the national fiber 
optic broadband network and 
supply wildlife monitoring gear.

SOFT POWER
China and Zimbabwe have 

been growing closer in other 
ways too, although results have 
been uneven.

In 2015, Zimbabwe sold China 
35 elephants that were moved 
to wildlife parks in Shanghai, 
Beijing and Hanghzhou. But 
animal conservation groups 
raised concerns about the plan 
over fears that the animals wou-
ld be split up from their herds 
and end up living under poor 
conditions.

China also has an image pro-
blem among many ordinary 
Zimbabweans, who see it main-
ly as a supplier of cheap but 
shoddy products like shoes and 
kettles that have been labeled 
with derogatory names for their 
famously short-lived lifespans.

The Mugabe family has been 
involved in a legal dispute over a 
multimillion-dollar Hong Kong 
property, and made headlines 
there in 2009 when Robert Mu-
gabe’s wife, Grace, allegedly as-
saulted a photographer during a 
shopping trip. She left the spe-
cially administered Chinese city 
without being charged. AP

China, the world’s bi-
ggest carbon emitter, 

is poised to install a record 
amount of solar-power ca-
pacity this year, prompting 
researchers to boost fore-
casts as much as 80 per-
cent.

About 54 gigawatts will 
be put in place this year, 
Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance said yesterday, 
raising a  forecast of more 
than 30 gigawatts made in 
July. That amount of addi-
tional capacity would likely 

surpass all the solar energy 
generated in Japan in 2017.

“The amount of rooftop 
solar plants and projects ai-
med at easing poverty were 
more than expected and 
developers rushed to bui-
ld some ground-mounted 

solar projects before they 
have been allocated sub-
sidies,” said Yvonne Liu, a 
BNEF analyst in Beijing.

The growth of the market 
has benefited top panel pro-
ducers, including JinkoSo-
lar Holding Co. and Trina 

Solar Ltd. China installed 
43 gigawatts of solar power 
in the first nine months of 
2017, already above the 
34.5 gigawatts for all of last 
year.

China has been the wor-
ld’s biggest solar market 
since 2013. It surpassed 
Germany as the country 
with the most installed 
photovoltaic power capaci-
ty two years ago.

CCB International Securi-
ties Ltd. raised its forecast 

for China’s solar power ca-
pacity to 55 gigawatts from 
40 gigawatts for 2018, ac-
cording to a Nov. 17 note.

“We have a bright outlook 
for the entire supply chain 
of China’s solar sector as 
new policies are introduced 
to liberalize direct power 
sales for distributed power 
generation and based on 
our assumption of tariff 
hikes and a higher renewa-
ble surcharge in 2018,” 
CCB said. Bloomberg

Beijing’s deep ties to Zimbabwe 
could grow after Mugabe era

China on pace for record solar 
installations as forecasts jump

In this file photo taken on Aug. 25, 2014, Xi Jinping (right) shows Robert Mugabe 
the way during a welcome ceremony outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing
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Participants wear masks as they run during the Delhi Half Marathon 

Environment 

New Delhi’s polluted air 
doesn’t deter distance runners

Hundreds leave Papua villages in separatist standoff
Hundreds more 

people have left villa-
ges in Papua that were at 
the center of clashes with 
separatists, Indonesian 
police said yesterday.

It was the second eva-
cuation from the region 
near the U.S.-owned 
Grasberg gold and copper 
mine in a week.

Papua police chief Boy 
Rafli Amar said about 
800 villagers were bused 
to the town of Timika and 

are being accommodated 
in a local hall.

“They finally asked to 
be evacuated or relocated 
because the conditions 
there were traumatizing,” 
Amar said.

Security forces appeared 
to gain the upper hand 
in the standoff with se-
paratists on Friday and 
evacuated more than 340 
people who were migran-
ts from other regions.

Two people were killed 

in Friday’s security opera-
tion. Indonesia’s military 
said they were separatists 
while a spokesman for the 
National Liberation Army 
of West Papua said they 
were civilians.

Tensions in the region 
near the mine have esca-
lated in the past several 
weeks. A series of attacks 
by suspected separatists 
have killed two policemen 
and injured more than 
half a dozen others.

A low-level insurgen-
cy for independence has 
simmered in Papua since 
it was annexed by Indo-
nesia in the early 1960s.

The region, which 
makes up the western 
half of the island of New 
Guinea, was formally 
incorporated into Indo-
nesia in 1969 following 
a U.N.-sponsored ballot 
of tribal leaders that has 
since been dismissed as a 
sham. AP

Nick Perry

People breathing New De-
lhi’s acrid air for the past mon-

th have suffered burning eyes and 
rasping throats, so the notion of 
thousands of distance runners 
gulping down lungful after lung-
ful may have seemed strange. But 
even as the polluted air threatens 
health, India seems to be embra-
cing physical fitness.

The Airtel Delhi Half Marathon 
went ahead Sunday, even after 
a last-minute attempt by the In-
dian Medical Association to have 
it postponed.

In the cool half-light before 
dawn, street-dwellers stoked 
smoking piles of trash to keep 
warm while race organizers adjus-
ted placards along the route.

In the start area, runner Sunil 
Baxi, who traveled 11 hours by 
train from the city of Jodhpur to 
compete, spoke over the blaring 
motivational music, saying he was 
thankful the air had gotten clearer.

“The gods have sent in the rain 
yesterday and over the last 48 
hours,” he said. “So it’s a blessing 
for us.”

Air pollution was a concern for 
past races but was brought into 
sharp focus this month after air-
quality readings in New Delhi 
spiked to 75 times the level con-
sidered safe by the World Health 
Organization.

Three days before the race, De-
lhi’s High Court gave race orga-
nizer Procam International per-
mission to proceed with the run.

As runners glided past land-
marks like India Gate, they were 
treated to an unusual peaceful-
ness on the streets. Blaring horns 
were replaced with slapping feet 
and enthusiastic drumming from 
supporters. A Sikh group in ma-
tching shirts urged the runners 
on.

Still, many runners remained 
frustrated. Ashish Shakya said 
he’d barely been able to train 
because of the poor air quality. 
He wore a handmade sign on his 
back that read, “Running is in the 
air but the air is highly polluted.”

“I feel that as a community we 
need to stand up and just ack-
nowledge the existence of the 
pollution,” he said. “In most 
countries, including China, it 

would be a state of alert. In India, 
we are running a half marathon.”

Shakya, 31, said he loves 
running and has watched its po-
pularity in New Delhi soar over 
the past few years. But he also 
worries about what it’s doing to 
him.

“It’s just like smoking a cigare-
tte. If you smoke for a year, you 
don’t die,” he said. “But if you 
do running continuously in this 
weather, the health risks outwei-
gh the health benefits.”

New Delhi’s air pollution typi-
cally worsens at this time of year 
as winds die off and the fumes 
from vehicles and industry stag-
nate. Farmers also burn spent 
crops and people build street fires 
as the night air cools.

Race organizers tried to help. 
They washed down the course 
with salted water to minimize 
dust. They used 150 mist fans to 
try to cleanse the air. They kept 
vehicles from the route for hours 
before the race. And they offered 
refunds to those who wanted to 
pull out.

Race Director Hugh Jones said 
he was surprised at the court ac-
tion and felt it had come too late.

“There comes a point when 
you’re halfway down the sprin-
gboard and you’ve just got to 
keep going,” he said. “I think the 
choice has to be given to people to 
make their own minds up.”

However, organizers are seeking 
to change the date for next year’s 
event. The difficulty is finding a 
time of year in New Delhi when 
the heat isn’t oppressive, there 
are no monsoons and the pollu-
tion is low.

Some 35,000 runners signed 
up for this year’s half marathon 
and the shorter races that were 
included. Organizers say more 
than 1 million people have signed 
up for races across India over the 
past year, and the popularity of 
the sport is increasing.

“Slowly the trend is rising,” said 
Baxi, the runner from Jodhpur. 
“No doubt India is on the back 
foot on health parameters, but 
slowly and surely it’s picking up.”

The cost of registration alone 
means that such events are res-
tricted to wealthier residents of 
India, where more than 20 per-
cent of the 1.3 billion people live 
on less than 2 dollars a day.

Jones said he thinks endorse-
ment from stars in the Bollywood 
film industry has helped give 
running a boost.

“It’s become an appealing sport 
for aspiring people,” he said.

Ethiopian runner Berhanu Le-
gese won the men’s division in 59 
minutes, 46 seconds, while coun-
trywoman Almaz Ayana won the 
women’s race in 1:07:11.

But outside the running route, 
road closures seemed to worsen 
New Delhi’s already chaotic traf-
fic. Auto-rickshaws weaved down 
alleys and squeezed between bel-
ching buses as the city slowly got 
moving again.

This year’s competitors were 
finished and dispersing, leaving 
New Delhi’s bad air to the locals, 
inhaling it morning, noon and ni-
ght. AP

People who were evacuated after a security operation against 
separatists at their villages rest at a temporary shelter upon arrival 
in Timika, Papua province

 Air-quality 
readings in 
New Delhi 
spiked to 75 
times the level 
considered 
safe by the 
World Health 
Organization
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Conflicts take away peace 
from societies, leaving behind 
underdevelopment and poverty.

Aung San Suu Kyi

Esther Htusan, Naypyitaw

Myanmar leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi 
said the world is 
facing instability 

and conflict in part because 
illegal immigration spreads 
terrorism in a speech yester-
day that comes as her country 
is accused of violently pushing 
out hundreds of thousands of 
unwanted Rohingya Muslims.

Suu Kyi did not directly 
mention the refugee exodus 
as she welcomed European 
and Asian foreign ministers 
to Naypyitaw, the capital of 
Myanmar. But her speech hi-
ghlighted the views of many in 
Myanmar who see the Rohin-
gya as illegal immigrants and 
blame the population for ter-
rorist acts.

The ongoing Rohingya exo-
dus is sure to be raised by the 
visitors at the meetings held 
until today.

The world is in a new period 
of instability as conflicts arou-
nd the world give rise to new 
threats and emergencies, Suu 
Kyi said, citing “Illegal immi-
gration’s spread of terrorism 
and violent extremism, so-
cial disharmony and even the 
threat of nuclear war. Con-
flicts take away peace from 
societies, leaving behind un-
derdevelopment and pover-
ty, pushing peoples and even 
countries away from one ano-
ther.”

Myanmar has been criticized 
for the military crackdown that 
has driven more than 620,000 
Rohingya to flee Rakhine state 
into neighboring Bangladesh. 
The United Nations has said 
the crackdown appeared to be 
a campaign of ethnic clean-
sing, and some have called 
for re-imposing international 
sanctions that were lifted as 
Myanmar transitioned from 
military rule to elected gover-
nment.

Foreign ministers and re-

presentatives of 51 countries 
are meeting in Naypyitaw in 
a forum that aims to further 
political and economic coope-
ration but takes place against 
the backdrop of the ongoing 
Rohingya refugee crisis.

A flurry of diplomatic activi-
ty preceded yesterday’s ope-
ning, with the foreign minis-
ters of Germany and Sweden 
joining the EU’s foreign policy 
chief in a visit to the teeming 
refugee camps in Bangladesh. 
China’s Wang Yi was also in 

Bangladesh and met private-
ly with Suu Kyi on Sunday in 
Myanmar following that trip.

Suu Kyi is Myanmar’s fo-
reign minister and state cou-
ncilor, a title created for the 
country’s once-leading voice 
for democracy since she is 
constitutionally banned from 
the presidency. She does not 
command the military and 
cannot direct its operations in 
northern Rakhine state, but 
her remarks in seeming su-
pport of the brutal crackdown 

have damaged her global re-
putation.

In her speech to the visiting 
foreign ministers, Suu Kyi 
also cited natural disasters 
caused by climate change as 
compounding the world’s pro-
blems. She said mutual un-
derstanding of problems like 
terrorism would be crucial for 
peace and economic develop-
ment.

“I believe that if policymakers 
develop a true understanding 
on each of those constraints 
and difficulties, the process 
of addressing global problems 
will become easier and more 
effective,” she said. “It is only 
through mutual understan-
ding that strong bonds of part-
nership can be forged.”

The European Union’s top 
diplomat said earlier yester-

day that she is encouraging 
Suu Kyi to implement the re-
commendations of an expert 
panel on ensuring stability in 
Rakhine state and work was 
still needed on that.

The commission, led by for-
mer U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, called for promo-
ting investment and commu-
nity-directed growth to alle-
viate poverty in Rakhine, whi-
ch Myanmar officials have su-
pported. But it also called for 
Myanmar to grant citizenship 
and ensure other rights to the 
Rohingya, which are hotly dis-
puted and effectively render 
most of them stateless.

The commission, established 
last year at Suu Kyi’s behest, 
issued its report the day befo-
re a Rohingya insurgent group 
killed dozens in attacks on 
multiple police posts on Aug. 
25. The military’s response 
has been called disproportio-
nate and a textbook example 
of ethnic cleansing. Rohingya 
now in Bangladesh have des-
cribed indiscriminate shootin-
gs, rapes and arsons that wi-
ped out whole villages. Some 
survivors bear wounds from 
gunshots and land mines.

“Stopping the violence, 
stopping the flow of refugees 
and [guaranteeing] full hu-
manitarian access to Rakhi-
ne state and safe, sustainable 
repatriation of the refugees 
is going to be needed,” said 
Federica Mogherini, the high 
representative for EU foreign 
policy.

She said the EU was en-
couraging Bangladesh and 
Myanmar to work on that is-
sue. AP

Elaine Kurtenbach, Tokyo 

Japan’s exports grew 
14 percent over a year 

earlier in October on 
strong demand for vehi-
cles, electronics and ma-
chinery. However, customs 
data released yesterday 
showed even faster growth 
in imports of oil, gas and 
coal that caused the trade 
surplus to fall more than 
40 percent from the year 
before.

As China recovers mo-
mentum following a slow-
down, demand from the 
region’s biggest economy 
is helping to breathe fresh 

life into its neighbors’ eco-
nomies.

Exports are helping to 
drive a moderate recovery 
in Japan, the world’s third- 
largest economy, as its 
factories struggle to keep 
up with demand for cars, 
electronic components 
and manufacturing equip-
ment.

At the same time, Japan’s 
imports have risen thanks 
to higher costs for crude 
oil and other commodities: 
surging 19 percent from the 
same month a year earlier 
in October to 6.41 trillion 
yen (USD57 billion) versus 
exports of 6.7 trillion yen 

($59 billion). The resulting 
surplus of 285.4 billion 
yen ($2.54 billion) compa-
red with a 481.2 billion yen 
surplus a year earlier and 
667.7 billion yen in Sep-
tember.

China displaced the U.S. 
as Japan’s biggest export 
market in October, as shi-
pments to Asia’s biggest 
economy jumped 26 per-
cent to 1.35 trillion yen 
($12 billion). Its imports 
from China rose 14 percent 
to 1.62 trillion yen ($14 
billion).

Japan’s surplus with the 
U.S. jumped 11 percent to 
644.7 billion yen ($5.75 

billion) on exports of 1.28 
trillion yen ($11 billion), 
led by chemicals and ma-
chinery. Imports from the 
U.S. climbed 3.1 percent 
to 637 billion yen ($5.7 
billion), with the biggest 
growth in imports of fish, 
soybeans, coal, liquid pe-
troleum gas and iron ore.

Imports of crude oil, gas, 
coal and other fuels surged 
37.5 percent from a year 
earlier to 1.24 trillion yen 
($11 billion). Rising prices 
and the weakening of the 
Japanese yen over the past 
year contributed to that in-
crease.

“Looking ahead, the ex-

port climate index remains 
elevated and suggests that 
export growth will conti-
nue at a similar pace as the 
6.4 percent year-on-year 
increase recorded last 
quarter,” Marcel Thieliant 
of Capital Economics said 
in a commentary.

But the economies of 
Japan’s major trading 
partners are likely to slow 
in the next year, he said. 
“We therefore we expect 
real export growth to slow 
from 6 percent year-on- 
year this year to 3 percent 
in 2018.” AP

Suu Kyi blames world conflicts 
partly on illegal immigration

Japan exports climb on surging 
demand for cars, machinery

Workers stand at a seaside construction site with the pier of a 
container terminal in the background in Tokyo

Aung San Suu Kyi (right) speaks during the Asia Europe Foreign Ministers (ASEM) meeting 
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 Many of the 
villagers in 
Bozinovici have 
Mladic’s portraits 
in their homes

The White House 
says the true cost of 

the opioid drug epide-
mic in 2015 was USD504 
billion, or roughly half a 
trillion dollars.

In an analysis released 
yesterday, the Council of 
Economic Advisers says 
the figure is more than 
six times larger than the 
most recent estimate. The 
council said a 2016 pri-
vate study estimated that 
prescription opioid over-
does, abuse and depen-
dence in the U.S. in 2013 
cost $78.5 billion. Most 
of that was attributed to 
health care and criminal 
justice spending, along 
with lost productivity.

The council said its esti-
mate is significantly lar-
ger because the epidemic 
has worsened, with over-

The head of the World 
Food Program in Yemen 

said yesterday that millions 
of Yemenis face the risk of 
more deaths as aid deliveries 
cannot get to those in need 
because of the continuing 
blockade of the war-ravaged 
country by the Saudi-led 
coalition.

Speaking to The Associa-
ted Press by telephone from 
Sanaa, Stephen Anderson 
said it is “heartbreaking” that 
millions in Yemen depended 
on sustained access to huma-
nitarian aid. Of a population 
of 26 million, some 17 million 
Yemenis do not know whe-
re their next meal is coming 
from and 7 million are totally 
dependent on food assistan-
ce.

Humanitarian flights to the 
northern, rebel-held parts of 
Yemen have been grounded 
amid the blockade imposed 
by the coalition in response 
to a rebel missile attack near 
the Saudi capital, Riyadh, 
earlier this month. The mis-
sile was struck down but it 
marked the closest that a re-
bel projectile had come to the 
kingdom’s capital.

dose deaths doubling in 
the past decade, and that 
some previous studies 
didn’t reflect the num-
ber of fatalities blamed 
on opioids, a powerful 
but addictive category of 
painkillers.

The council also noted 

After widespread interna-
tional criticism of its blocka-
de, Saudi Arabia said last 
week it would reverse its clo-
sure of Yemen’s sea ports and 
airports — though not those 
in the hands of the Shiite re-
bels known as Houthis.

On Sunday night, a coali-
tion airstrike in the northern 
Yemeni province of Jawf 
killed 10 civilians, including 
four women and two chil-
dren, according to security 
officials and tribal sources in 
the area.

The airstrike targeted a 
house amid intense fighting 
in the area between forces 
loyal to Yemen’s coalition- 
backed and internationally 
recognized government, and 
the Iran-backed Houthis, the 
officials said. 

The coalition, which began 
its war against the Houthis 
in 2015, claims the rebels 
often use civilians as human 
shields.

The civil war in Yemen, an 
impoverished Arab nation 
in the southwest of the Ara-
bian Peninsula, has killed at 
least 10,000 civilians since it 
broke out in 2014. AP

that previous studies had 
focused exclusively on 
prescription opioids, whi-
le its study also factors in 
illicit opioids, including 
heroin.

“Previous estimates of 
the economic cost of the 
opioid crisis greatly un-

derestimate it by under-
valuing the most impor-
tant component of the 
loss — fatalities resulting 
from overdoses,” said the 
report, which the White 
House released Sunday 
night.

Last month at the Whi-
te House, President Do-
nald Trump declared 
opioid abuse a national 
public health emergen-
cy. Trump announced an 
advertising campaign to 
combat what he said is 
the worst drug crisis in 
the nation’s history, but 
he did not direct any new 
federal funding toward 
the effort.

Trump’s declaration 
stopped short of the 
emergency declaration 
that had been sought by 
a federal commission the 
president created to study 
the problem. An interim 
report by the commis-
sion argued for an emer-
gency declaration, saying 
it would free additional 
money and resources.

But in its final report 
earlier this month, the 
panel called only for 
more drug courts, more 
training for doctors and 
penalties for insurers that 
dodge covering addiction 
treatment. It did not call 
for new money to address 
the epidemic.

More than 64,000 Ame-
ricans died from drug 
overdoses last year, most 
involving a prescription 
painkiller or an illicit 
opioid like heroin. AP

USA

White House: True cost of opioid 
epidemic tops USD500b

Yemen

World Food Program 
fears more deaths 
amid blockade

Mladic awaits verdict still 
revered by many Serbs
Amel Emric, Darko Vojinovic

 

As former Bosnian Serb mi-
litary chief Ratko Mladic 

— the notorious “Butcher of 
Bosnia” — awaits a verdict on 
genocide charges in the custody 
of the Yugoslav war crimes tri-
bunal, back home in the Balkans 
he is still revered as a hero by 
many Serbs.

The U.N. court in The Ha-
gue, Netherlands, is set to hand 
down the verdict in Mladic’s 
trial on Wednesday. He is ac-
cused of overseeing the worst 
atrocities of Bosnia’s 1992-95 
war, including the massacre of 
8,000 Muslims in Srebrenica in 

1995 and the siege of the capital, 
Sarajevo.

The ruling is seen as a miles-
tone in bringing justice for the 
victims of those crimes. But 
many Serbs both in Bosnia 
and Serbia believe Mladic is 
innocent and his trial is un-
just.

Mladic’s home village of Bozi-
novici, for example, has a street 
named after the former general 
and cherishes pictures of him, 
both from the days when he was 
a young soldier and from later 
when he commanded the Bos-
nian Serb army during the war.

The villagers in Bozinovici 
are proud to be from the same 
village as Mladic. Many of them 
have Mladic’s portraits in their 
homes and gladly pose for pho-
tos beside the pictures. They say 
Mladic is a saint rather than a 
villain.

In other Bosnian Serb towns, 
T-shirts featuring Mladic are 
sold in the streets. Huge Mladic 

murals are drawn on the walls 
of the buildings in the Bosnian 
Serb mini-state and in neighbo-
ring Serbia.

There, Mladic is a symbol of 
defiance and national pride. A 

nationalist poster says: “Gene-
ral, thank you for Srebrenica!”

On the other side of the ethnic 
divide, in Sarajevo, a huge piece 
of graffiti warns: “Do not forget 
Srebrenica!” AP

A razor blade is used to divide the contents of a five-dollar vile 
of crack, a smokable, purified form of cocaine, at a crack house 
in the South Bronx section of New York

A woman walks by a wall decorated with a depiction of former Bosnian Serb Gen. 
Ratko Mladic in Belgrade

A malnourished child lies in a bed waiting to receive treatment at a 
therapeutic feeding center in a hospital in Sanaa
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John Rogers, Los Angeles 

Charles Manson, the 
hippie cult leader who 
became the hypnotic
-eyed face of evil across 

America after orchestrating the 
gruesome murders of pregnant 
actress Sharon Tate and six 
others in Los Angeles during the 
summer of 1969, died Sunday 
after nearly a half-century in pri-
son. He was 83.

Manson, whose name to this 
day is synonymous with uns-
peakable violence and madness, 
died at 8:13 p.m. of natural cau-
ses at a Kern County hospital, 
according to a California Depart-
ment of Corrections statement.

Michele Hanisee, president of 
the Association of Deputy Dis-
trict Attorneys, reacted to the 
death by quoting the late Vincent 
Bugliosi, the Los Angeles prose-
cutor who put Manson behind 
bars. Bugliosi said: “Manson was 
an evil, sophisticated con man 
with twisted and warped moral 
values.”

“Today, Manson’s victims are 
the ones who should be remem-
bered and mourned on the occa-
sion of his death,” Hanisee said.

California Corrections 
spokeswoman Vicky Waters said 
it’s “to be determined” what ha-
ppens to Manson’s body. Prison 
officials previously said Manson 
had no known next of kin and 
state law says that if no relative 
or legal representative surfaces 
within 10 days, then it’s up to 
the department to determine 
whether the body is cremated or 
buried.

It’s not known if Manson re-
quested funeral services of any 
sort. It’s also unclear what ha-
ppens to his property, which is 
said to include artwork and at 
least two guitars. State law says 
the department must maintain 
his property for up to a year in 
anticipation there might be legal 
battles over who can make a legi-
timate claim to it.

A petty criminal who had been 
in and out of jail since childhood, 
the charismatic, guru-like Man-
son surrounded himself in the 
1960s with runaways and other 
lost souls and then sent his dis-
ciples to butcher some of L.A.’s 
rich and famous in what prose-
cutors said was a bid to trigger a 
race war — an idea he got from 
a twisted reading of the Beatles 
song “Helter Skelter.”

The slayings horrified the wor-
ld and, together with the dea-
dly violence that erupted later 
in 1969 during a Rolling Stones 
concert at California’s Altamont 
Speedway, exposed the dange-
rous, drugged-out underside of 
the counterculture movement 
and seemed to mark the death of 
the era of peace and love.

Despite the overwhelming 
evidence against him, Manson 
maintained during his tumul-
tuous trial in 1970 that he was 
innocent and that society itself 
was guilty.

“These children that come at 
you with knives, they are your 
children. You taught them; I di-

dn’t teach them. I just tried to 
help them stand up,” he said in a 
courtroom soliloquy.

Linda Deutsch, the longtime 
courts reporter for The Associa-
ted Press who covered the Man-
son case, said he “left a legacy of 
evil and hate and murder.”

“He was able to take young 
people who were impressionab-
le and convince them he had the 
answer to everything and he tur-
ned them into killers,” she said. 
“It was beyond anything we had 
ever seen before in this country.”

The Manson Family, as his 
followers were called, slaughte-
red five of its victims on Aug. 9, 
1969, at Tate’s home: the actress, 
who was 8½ months pregnant, 
coffee heiress Abigail Folger, ce-
lebrity hairdresser Jay Sebring, 
Polish movie director Voityck 
Frykowski and Steven Parent, a 
friend of the estate’s caretaker. 
Tate’s husband, “Rosemary’s 
Baby” director Roman Polanski, 
was out of the country at the 
time.

The next night, a wealthy gro-
cer and his wife, Leno and Rose-
mary LaBianca, were stabbed to 
death in their home across town.

The killers scrawled such phra-
ses as “Pigs” and “Healter Skel-
ter” [sic] in blood at the crime 
scenes.

Three months later, a Manson 
follower was jailed on an unre-
lated charge and told a cellmate 
about the bloodbath, leading to 
the cult leader’s arrest.

In the annals of American cri-
me, Manson became the embo-
diment of evil, a short, shaggy
-haired, bearded figure with a 
demonic stare and an “X’’ — la-
ter turned into a swastika — car-
ved into his forehead.

“Many people I know in Los 
Angeles believe that the Sixties 
ended abruptly on August 9, 
1969,” author Joan Didion wro-
te in her 1979 book “The White 
Album.”

After a trial that lasted near-
ly a year, Manson and three 
followers — Susan Atkins, Patri-
cia Krenwinkel and Leslie Van 
Houten — were found guilty of 
murder and sentenced to dea-
th. Another defendant, Charles 
“Tex” Watson, was convicted 
later. All were spared execution 
and given life sentences after the 
California Supreme Court struck 
down the death penalty in 1972.

Atkins died behind bars in 
2009. Krenwinkel, Van Houten 
and Watson remain in prison.

Another Manson devotee, Ly-
nette “Squeaky” Fromme, tried 
to assassinate President Gerald 
Ford in 1975, but her gun jam-
med. She served 34 years in pri-
son.

Manson was born in Cincinnati 
on Nov. 12, 1934, to a teenager, 
possibly a prostitute, and was 
in reform school by the time he 
was 8. After serving a 10-year 
sentence for check forgery in the 
1960s, Manson was said to have 
pleaded with authorities not to 

release him because he conside-
red prison home.

“My father is the jailhouse. My 
father is your system,” he would 
later say in a monologue on the 
witness stand. “I am only what 
you made me. I am only a reflec-
tion of you.”

He was set free in San Francis-
co during the heyday of the hi-
ppie movement in the city’s Hai-
ght-Ashbury section, and though 
he was in his mid-30s by then, 
he began collecting followers — 
mostly women — who likened 
him to Jesus Christ. Most were 
teenagers; many came from 
good homes but were at odds 
with their parents.

The “family” eventually estab-
lished a commune-like base at 
the Spahn Ranch, a ramshackle 
former movie location outside 
Los Angeles, where Manson ma-
nipulated his followers with dru-
gs, supervised orgies and subjec-
ted them to bizarre lectures.

He had musical ambitions and 
befriended rock stars, including 
Beach Boy Dennis Wilson. He 
also met Terry Melcher, a music 
producer who had lived in the 
same house that Polanski and 
Tate later rented.

By the summer 1969, Manson 
had failed to sell his songs, and 
the rejection was later seen as a 
trigger for the violence. He com-
plained that Wilson took a Man-
son song called “Cease to Exist,” 
revised it into “Never Learn Not 
to Love” and recorded it with the 

Beach Boys without giving Man-
son credit.

Manson was obsessed with 
Beatles music, particularly “Pig-
gies” and “Helter Skelter,” a har-
d-rocking song that he interpre-
ted as forecasting the end of the 
world. He told his followers that 
“Helter Skelter is coming down” 
and predicted a race war would 
destroy the planet.

“Everybody attached them-
selves to us, whether it was our 
fault or not,” the Beatles’ George 
Harrison, who wrote “Piggies,” 
later said of the murders. “It was 
upsetting to be associated with 
something so sleazy as Charles 
Manson.”

According to testimony, Man-
son sent his devotees out on 
the night of Tate’s murder with 
instructions to “do something 
witchy.” The state’s star wit-
ness, Linda Kasabian, who was 
granted immunity, testified that 
Manson tied up the LaBiancas, 
then ordered his followers to kill. 
But Manson insisted: “I have kil-
led no one, and I have ordered 
no one to be killed.”

His trial was nearly scuttled 
when President Richard Nixon 
said Manson was “guilty, directly 
or indirectly.” Manson grabbed 
a newspaper and held up the 
front-page headline for jurors 
to read: “Manson Guilty, Nixon 
Declares.” Attorneys demanded 
a mistrial but were turned down.

From then on, jurors, seques-
tered at a hotel for 10 months, 
traveled to and from the cour-
troom in buses with blacked-out 
windows so they could not read 
the headlines on newsstands.

Manson was also later convic-
ted of the slayings of musician 
Gary Hinman and stuntman Do-
nald “Shorty” Shea.

Over the decades, Manson and 
his followers appeared sporadi-
cally at parole hearings, where 
their bids for freedom were re-
peatedly rejected. The women 
suggested they had been reha-
bilitated, but Manson himself 
stopped attending, saying prison 
had become his home.

The killings inspired movies 
and TV shows, and Bugliosi wro-
te a best-selling book about the 
murders, “Helter Skelter.” The 
macabre shock rocker Marilyn 
Manson borrowed part of his 
stage name from the killer.

“The Manson case, to this day, 
remains one of the most chilling 
in crime history,” prominent 
criminal justice reporter Theo 
Wilson wrote in her 1998 me-
moir, “Headline Justice: Inside 
the Courtroom — The Country’s 
Most Controversial Trials .”

“Even people who were not yet 
born when the murders took 
place,” Wilson wrote, “know the 
name Charles Manson, and shu-
dder.” AP

Charles Manson, whose cult 
slayings horrified world, dies

In this 1969 file photo, Charles Manson is escorted to his arraignment on conspiracy-murder charges in connection with the 
Sharon Tate murder case
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...

A Contribution to the History of Macau 
Exhibition
Time: 10:30am-5:30pm (Closed on Mondays)
Until: March 31, 2018 
Admission: Free 
Organizer: Macau Post and Telecommunications 
Bureau
Enquiries: (853) 8396 8305

Communications Museum
Time: 9am-5:30pm daily (Ticket sales is closed 30 
minutes prior to closing; closed on public holidays)  
Address: No. 7, Estrada de D. Maria II 
Admission: MOP10  
Enquiries: (853) 2871 8063; 2871 8570

Representing Women through MAM 
Collection – 19th and 20th Century
Time: 10am-7pm (Last admission at 6:30pm, 
closed on Mondays, open on public holidays)
Until: December 10, 2017 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

New York City cabbies have been called a lot of things over 
the years ... courteous, reckless, sometimes rude. But sexy?

That’s the tongue-in-cheek goal of a quirky pinup calendar 
featuring a dozen New York City taxi drivers smirking and 
smoldering in provocative poses in and around their yellow 
cabs.

The NYC Taxi Drivers Calendar was the brainchild of Phil 
and Shannon Kirkman, a husband-and-wife team who thou-
ght it was high time cabbies stepped out from behind the 
wheel and enjoyed a little of the attention that firefighters and 
others have gotten from their steamy calendars.

“No. 1, you rarely see the driver,” Phil Kirkman says. “You 
get in a cab and they’re facing forward and that’s sort of your 
experience with the driver. And we saw that as an opportunity 
to shine a positive light on them and the industry that they 
work in.”

A portion of the proceeds from sales of the $14.99 calendar 
benefits University Settlement, a charity that helps low-in-
come New York City immigrants. That five-year partnership, 
which has so far raised more than $60,000, makes sense, 
Kirkman says, because the great majority of taxi drivers are 
immigrants.

Eleven men and one woman camp it up in the 2018 taxi 
calendar. A shirtless driver in Chippendales-style bowtie and 
shirt cuffs leans against a vintage Checker cab. Another dri-
ver, also shirtless, licks icing from a cake with his picture on it.

Terry Samlall, Mr. November, is pictured draping his left 
hand over the steering wheel as a female passenger reaches 
from the back seat to tuck a $100 bill into his mesh T-shirt. 
The 46-year-old Samlall says, unfortunately, he doesn’t get 
tips that big in real life.

Luis Marte is appearing in the calendar for the second strai-
ght year. After he posed last year on the cover of the calendar 
with his shirt unbuttoned, women he didn’t know sent him 
Facebook messages.

“My wife was having none of it,” says the 34-year-old Marte.

 Offbeat
NYC taxi drivers camp it up in 
playful pinup calendar

A mob in the Pakistani capital, Islamabad, has burned the 
US Embassy to the ground, killing a US marine.

The five-hour siege began as an organized student protest 
outside the locked gates of the embassy compound.

But the demonstration grew violent as protesters pulled 
down part of the outer wall and broke into the compound 
itself. Gunfire broke out, and the marine, who was standing 
on the roof of the building, was shot.

The attacks are believed to have been triggered by a radio 
report from the Iranian leader, Ayatollah Khomeini, saying 
Americans were behind the occupation of Islam’s holiest site, 
the Great Mosque in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, yesterday.

The US State Department has described the broadcast as 
“irresponsible, outright, knowing lies”.

The Saudi Arabian authorities have also issued statements 
saying the Mecca incident was the work of Muslim funda-
mentalists and no Westerners were involved.

American relations with Pakistan are already at a low point 
after the US cut off aid in April over Pakistan’s nuclear am-
bitions, and criticized the human rights record of Pakistani 
leader General Mohammed Zia ul-Haq.

As the protesters began smashing windows and setting fire 
to the building, more than 100 embassy staff took refuge in a 
steel-lined and windowless vault on an upstairs floor.

Those trapped in the room included US diplomats, Pakista-
ni staff members and a visiting journalist from Time magazi-
ne. The Ambassador, Arthur W Hummel Junior, was outside 
the building when the attack began.

Staff inside were able to contact him, and it was Ambassa-
dor Hummel who raised the alarm and requested help from 
Pakistan’s government.

Meanwhile, protesters found their way onto the roof of the 
building, and staff members later said they began firing bulle-
ts down ventilation shafts.

General Zia ordered the Pakistan Army to rescue the tra-
pped Americans, and soldiers brought the situation under 
control at about 1800 local time (1300 GMT), about five and 
a half hours after the attack began.

Several other American institutions in Pakistan were also 
targeted in what appears to have been an orchestrated day 
of anti-American violence.

Tensions are running high since 66 American citizens were 
taken hostage by Iranian radical students, who seized the US 
embassy in Tehran just over two weeks ago.

President Carter yesterday threatened the use of force for 
the first time after the Ayatollah Khomeini accused the Ame-
rican hostages of being “spies” - effectively handing down a 
death sentence on them.

Courtesy BBC News

1979 Mob destroys US
	  embassy in Pakistan

In context
During the search of the embassy compound following the siege, 
a further five bodies were found. One was an American, two were 
Pakistani staff members, and two were protesters.
Relations between the US and Pakistan remained uneasy until 
2001, when Pakistan agreed to support the US-declared “war on 
terror”, and helped overthrowing the Taleban regime in Afghani-
stan.
Pakistan has also captured more than 500 members of al-Qaeda 
and handed them over to the US.
However, extremist groups within Pakistan continue to target US 
establishments there. In 2002 alone, there were seven attacks 
against the small American community which still lives and works 
in Pakistan.
The American embassy in Islamabad is now one of the most heav-
ily-fortified in the world. US intelligence officials and diplomatic 
security staff analyze as many as five potential attack threats a day.
The Iranian hostage crisis caused a breakdown in diplomatic rela-
tions between Iran and the US in 1980.
The remaining 52 American hostages remained in captivity for 444 
days, until their release on 21 January 1981. 
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TDM News (Repeated)		
RTPi Live	
Debate of the Lines of Governmental Action for 2018: 
Administration and Justice (Live)
Brazilian Mini Serie (Repeated)		
Main News, Financial & Weather Report		
TDM Interview
Grimm Sr. 2 
Brazilian Soap Opera - Premiere
Miscellaneous
TDM News				  
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
Champions League: Besiktas x Porto (Live)
RTPi Live

cineteatro
16 Nov - 22 Nov

Justice League
room 1
(2D) 2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
(3D) 19:15pm
Director: Zack Snyder
Starring: Ben Affleck, Raymond Fisher, Jason Momoa    
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 118 min

The glass castle
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm     
Director: Destin Daniel Cretton
Starring: Brie Larson, Woody Harrelson, Max Greenfield
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 109 min

Thor: Ragnarok
room 1
7:00pm     
Director: Taika Waititi
Starring:  Chris Hemsworth, Cate Blanchett, Tom Hiddleston
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 109 min

MIX!
room 3
2:30, 7:15pm
Director: Junichi Ishikawa
Starring: Yui Aragaki, Eita Ryoko, Hirosue Koji Seto, Mei 
Nagano, Yu, Aoi    
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English) 
Duration: 120 min

Let me eat your pancreas
room 3
4:45, 9:30pm
Director: Sho Tsukikawa
Starring: Minami Hamabe, Takumi Kitamura, Shun Oguri    
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 115min
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Across: 1- Prego rival; 5- Point in question; 10- Prejudice; 14- Hanging to one 
side; 15- Cuban dance; 16- Catch a view of; 17- Liquid container; 18- Running 
wild; 19- Property claim; 20- Eight Days ___; 22- Sampling; 24- Business letter 
abbr.; 27- Make weary; 28- Wife of Moses; 32- Maritime; 35- “Wheel of Fortune” 
buy; 36- Folded food; 38- Shouts; 40- Final Four org.; 42- Approvals; 44- Clock 
face; 45- Fenced areas; 47- Spirited horse; 49- Where ___?; 50- Reduces speed; 
52- Derides; 54- Charge per unit; 56- That’s ___ haven’t heard; 57- Military unit; 
60- Night noise; 64- Slovenly person; 65- Easy ___; 68- Dagger; 69- Travel on 
water; 70- Fungal infection; 71- Pianist Gilels; 72- Auld Lang ___; 73- Catches; 
74- Contradict;
 
Down: 1- Pro ___; 2- What there oughta be; 3- Vanished; 4- Maintenance; 5- 
George Gershwin’s brother; 6- Big ___, Calif.; 7- Struck, old-style; 8- German 
submarine; 9- Dines at home; 10- Had 
faith; 11- The doctor ___; 12- Take down 
___; 13- Thesaurus wd.; 21- Nautical 
speed unit; 23- Cafeteria carrier; 25- 
Supercomputer name; 26- Shoe ties; 
28- Madcap; 29- Early Peruvians; 30- Bit 
of wisdom; 31- Emcees; 33- Assumed 
name; 34- South American ruminant; 37- 
___ evil...; 39- Narrow cut; 41- Awwww! 
Cute!; 43- Visualized; 46- Attack a fly; 48- 
Poor grades; 51- Summer ermines; 53- 
Washed lightly; 55- Red fluorescent dye; 
57- Drama; 58- Beef cut; 59- Granny; 
61- Treater’s words; 62- Harness part; 
63- Hard to hold; 64- Leaky tire sound; 
66- Implore; 67- ___ in Charlie;

The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

-2
0
-1
5
1

 flurry/sleet
 moderate rain/drizzle

 sleet/drizzle
 drizzle

 cloudy/clear

-4
-15
0
-5
2
-1
7
9
12
4
8
4
7
19
13
16

8
4
11
1
11
16
11
12
20
13
14
12
11
22
18
20

2
10
9
13
12

 cloudy
 clear/snow shower

 smoggy
 clear

 overcast
 clear

 overcast/drizzle
 drizzle/overcast

 shower
 cloudy/overcast

 cloudy
 cloudy

 overcast/drizzle
 moderate rain/drizzle

 overcast
 overcast/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
All you need to do today is hit the 
ground running - if you do, you’re 
sure to get a huge jump on the 
competition. In this race, what 
counts isn’t how quickly you end 
up at the finish line.

April 20-May 20
Go for it as soon as you can! If you 
can’t just drop everything right this 
minute, then at the very least, you 
should get out your calendar and 
pick a day in the very near future 
that is strictly for you.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You need to work some of that 
black magic you’re so well 
known for. Bring everything 
you’ve got in terms of charm and 
persuasiveness. Those qualities 
run deeply in you.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
While you want to play the best 
friend, relative or sweetie you can, 
you just can’t solve their problems 
on your own - so stop trying. It 
just stresses you both out in the 
end. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You are all about innovation, and 
that’s why you’ve become the go-to 
person for problem-solving amongst 
your crew. The current situation 
that’s got everyone a-twitter might 
be a toughie, but don’t give up.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You should get a gold medal in 
the diplomatic Olympics, and with 
hardly any real work on your part, 
too. The universe has amplified 
your already not-insignificant 
charisma.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Whatever you’re doing these days to 
attract love is working - you’ve got 
the look, and how! The right people 
can’t help but notice when you’re 
nearby, so go ahead and work that 
magic of yours to its fullest extent.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
The first thing you need to do is 
examine your motives - are they 
entirely altruistic, or are there 
some hidden influences that 
should be uprooted before you 
speak your piece? 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Lay the groundwork for something 
really huge. On days like today, 
which are relatively easygoing for 
you, it’s a good idea for you to start 
thinking about your larger goals 
and hopes.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Get a fresh start today! You can leave 
the small stuff for later - for now, try 
to focus on getting your plans off the 
ground and getting to know the people 
who share your goals and might help 
you later on down the road.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You need to get rid of some heavy 
baggage before you can get a fresh 
start. It might be actual, physical 
stuff - do you really need to keep 
every one of those shoes in the 
closet forever?

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Connections can speak in the 
most unexpected places if you 
let them, so keep your eyes and 
ears open today. Someone quite 
different should come along 
soon.

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad
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Graham Dunbar, Rob Harris

Hour after hour in a 
New York City cour-
troom, the schemes to 
corrupt world football 

are spilling out.
The millions of dollars in “indu-

cements” to secure contracts to 
televise matches. The bribes sou-
ght by FIFA executives with the 
power to determine World Cup 
hosts. The death threats for coo-
perating with investigators.

It took the intervention of the 
U.S. Department of Justice to 
disrupt years of embezzlement by 
officials who abused roles in the 
global football governing body, 
FIFA, to enjoy a gilded lifestyle. 
Two years after a sprawling in-
vestigation of FIFA led to waves 
of arrests that shook football, the 
trial of three men is underway and 
about to enter its second week.

Though the trial in Brooklyn is 
dealing with corruption allega-
tions before new FIFA leaders 
emerged in 2016, officials still 
prominent in football are not un-
touched by the evidence already 
heard in court — particularly re-
lating to the awarding of the 2022 
World Cup to Qatar.

Here is a look at the talking poin-
ts from the first week of the trial:

ON TRIAL
The three men on trial pleaded 

not guilty to charges they took 
part in a 24-year scheme invol-
ving at least USD150 million in 
bribes paid by marketing firms in 
exchange for lucrative broadcas-
ting and hosting rights for presti-
gious tournaments:

— Jose Maria Marin (Brazil): 
Former president of the Brazilian 
football federation arrested in a 
raid on a hotel in Zurich in May 
2015.

— Juan Angel Napout (Para-
guay): Swept up in a second wave 
of arrests at the same hotel in Zu-
rich in December 2015. As presi-
dent of South American football 
confederation CONMEBOL, Na-
pout was portraying himself as an 
agent of reform who could clean 
up FIFA before being indicted.

— Manuel Burga (Peru): Former 
Peruvian football federation pre-
sident detained along with Na-
pout at the Baur au Lac hotel close 
to FIFA’s Swiss headquarters.

STAR WITNESS
More than 40 other officials, 

business executives and entities 
have been charged. Many have 
pleaded guilty, hoping to receive 
reduced sentences, including Ale-
jandro Burzaco, the former head 
of the Argentine sports marketing 
company Torneos y Competen-
cias, who is a star witness for the 
prosecution.

QATAR WORLD CUP
No decision has proved more 

toxic for FIFA than the 2010 vote 
that handed the 2022 World Cup 
to Qatar. The bid has been stai-
ned by suspicion of wrongdoing 
for years, although FIFA has been 
unable to uncover evidence it says 
would warrant stripping the Mid-
dle East of its first World Cup.

Usually quick to defend their 
integrity, the Qataris have been 
silent on the fresh claims of vote- 
buying divulged in court.

According to Burzaco, three 
South Americans were among 22 
FIFA executive committee voters 
who took million-dollar bribes to 
support Qatar, which beat out the 
United States in the final round of 
voting in December 2010.

A rule-breaking voting pact be-
tween Qatar and the Spain-Portu-
gal campaign in the 2018 bidding 
— twice investigated by FIFA’s 
ethics committee but unproven — 
was given fresh credence in court 
by Burzaco, a trusted associate 
to the late former FIFA senior 
vice president Julio Grondona, to 
whom he channeled bribes worth 
millions.

Grondona was the most in-
fluential of South America’s trio 
of FIFA voters, and would surely 
have been indicted but for his 
death in July 2014. The other two 
voters, Ricardo Teixeira of Brazil 
and Nicolas Leoz of Paraguay, 
were indicted by U.S. prosecutors 
in 2015 but have avoided extradi-
tion from their home countries.

Burzaco testified to conversa-
tions and incidents with Grondo-
na in 2011, including a confron-
tation about media reports of bid 
bribes with Qatari officials at the 
five-star Copacabana Palace Ho-
tel in Rio de Janeiro.

An angry Grondona, Burzaco 
testified, later complained he got 
into “all these mess and scandal 
for only” $1.5 million while two 
others had fooled him and got 
$75 million. Those two, the court 
was told, were Teixeira and San-
dro Rosell, a former Nike executi-
ve and then-president of Spanish 
club Barcelona who had business 
ties to Qatar.

FIFA has not directly commen-

ted on last week’s courtroom 
allegations, inevitably waiting for 
the conclusion of the trial. Qa-
tar’s hosting of the World Cup has 
come under fresh attack in recent 
weeks by neighboring countries 
that have severed diplomatic ties 
with the emirate.

BROADCASTERS’ BRIBES
While the probity of the World 

Cup vote has been thrust back 
into the spotlight, much of the 
evidence so far relates to how offi-
cials sprayed illegal cash paymen-
ts to secure broadcasting rights in 
the Americas.

Leading broadcasters have been 
implicated by Burzaco’s evidence 
about the trail of bribes, including 
Fox Sports (United States), Tele-
visa (Mexico) and TV Globo (Bra-
zil), which deny wrongdoing.

SLIT-THROAT GESTURE
The most dramatic moment in 

the opening week of the trial saw 
Burga accused of threatening 
Burzaco by making a slashing 
motion on his neck as the witness 
testified. Burga claimed he was 
scratching his throat but still had 
his bail conditions tightened. Bur-
zaco earlier disclosed he became 
the target of death threats after it 
emerged he was cooperating with 
authorities.

SUICIDE
A former Argentine government 

official, Jorge Delhon, killed him-
self hours after the court was told 
he took millions in bribes in ex-
change for handing out television 
rights.

Jorge Delhon, a lawyer who 
worked in the administration of 
former Argentina President Cris-
tina Fernandez, dealt with the 
now-defunct government pro-
gram Futbol para Todos (Football 

for All), which broadcast local 
football matches on public TV. 
Burzaco implicated Delhon in 
taking bribes.

POLITICAL LINKS
The close ties in South America 

among lawmakers, judges and 
football leaders are becoming 
clearer.

In a series of WhatsApp messa-
ges detailed in court Wednesday, 
Napout revealed his links to the 
current state president of Para-
guay, Horacio Cartes.

Napout passed on to Burzaco a 
request from Cartes’ private office 
to buy eight tickets for Argenti-
na’s game against Iran at the 2014 
World Cup. Around that time, 
Napout also noted CONMEBOL 
had been in a legal case with a 
businessman and that Cartes “re-
solved the entire trial and did it all 
because of me.”

Cartes also advised Napout to 
“stay close” to Grondona of Ar-
gentina to fulfil his ambition to 
lead CONMEBOL, the WhatsApp 
messages revealed.

When Argentina reached the se-
mifinals, Napout asked Burzaco 
to get four tickets for Paraguay’s 
attorney general to buy. In a Wha-
tsApp message, Napout tells Bur-
zaco, “we have a trial over there. 
There are two judges mad becau-
se I refused” to get tickets.

CURRENT OFFICIALS
The desire by FIFA to characte-

rize the trial as dealing with offi-
cials long banished from world 
football is made harder when of-
ficials currently influential in the 
game are mentioned in court.

FIFA’s current finance commit-
tee chairman, Alejandro Domin-
guez, was referred to during the 
trial on Wednesday as “not a very 
successful businessman [who] 

will probably request” a bribe.
Burzaco, the prosecution’s star 

witness, said he was told this about 
Dominguez by Napout in early 
2015. Napout is a Paraguayan like 
Dominguez, and his predecessor 
as CONMEBOL leader.

Under current FIFA President 
Gianni Infantino, Dominguez is 
a key ally in Zurich as one of FI-
FA’s eight vice presidents and was 
rewarded with being made chair-
man of the finance panel.

Among many football officials 
whose photographs Burzaco was 
asked by prosecutors to identify 
on Tuesday were Sunil Gulati, 
the most influential American at 
FIFA, and Nasser Al-Khelaifi, the 
Qatari who heads French football 
club Paris Saint-Germain and 
broadcaster beIN Sports. Al-Khe-
laifi is under criminal investiga-
tion in Switzerland for suspected 
bribery linked to FIFA awarding 
beIN broadcast rights to the 2026 
and 2030 World Cups.

The U.S. has not accused Gulati 
or Al-Khelaifi of any offenses.

EVADING JUSTICE
Several football officials indicted 

in 2015 are absent from court as 
they fight extradition to the Uni-
ted States:

— Jack Warner (Trinidad and 
Tobago): Charged in May 2015, 
four years after quitting as a FIFA 
vice president to avoid sanctions 
in the bribery case connected to a 
presidential election. Later ban-
ned for life by FIFA for miscon-
duct during the 2018-2022 Wor-
ld Cup bidding process.

— Marco Polo del Nero (Bra-
zil): Despite being charged with 
corruption, remains president of 
the Brazilian federation and met 
with FIFA’s Infantino during the 
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics. 
Del Nero fled Zurich in May 2015 
when FIFA colleagues were arres-
ted, quit the executive committee 
after missing meetings and was 
then indicted in the U.S. in De-
cember 2015.

— Nicolas Leoz (Paraguay): Pre-
sident of CONMEBOL from 1986 
to 2013, when he resigned for 
receiving $130,000 in payments 
from a former FIFA marketing 
partner. Wanted in the U.S. on 
charges of receiving millions of 
dollars in bribes linked to marke-
ting and television contracts, 
Leoz’s extradition was finally 
approved by a judge in Paraguay 
last week just as the FIFA trial was 
getting underway in Brooklyn.

— Ricardo Teixeira (Brazil): A 
former son-in-law of Joao Ha-
velange, FIFA’s president in 
1974-98, Teixeira quit as Brazi-
lian federation head and a FIFA 
executive committee member in 
2012 as corruption allegations 
mounted. AP

Football 

World Cup bribes, death 
threats: Corrupt world of FIFA

Jose Maria Marin leaves federal court in the Brooklyn borough of New York
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India A member of India’s 
Hindu nationalist ruling 
party has offered a 100 
million rupee (USD1.5 
million) reward to anyone 
who beheads the lead 
actress and the director 
of the yet-to-be released 
Bollywood film “Padmavati” 
over its alleged handling of 
the relationship between a 
Hindu queen and a Muslim 
ruler.

Israel-Palestine 
Supporters of an 
international boycott 
movement against Israel 
have lashed out at rock star 
Nick Cave after he played 
in the Jewish state and 
accused the pro-Palestinian 
activists of trying to bully 
musicians. 

Yemen The head of the 
World Food Program in 
Yemen said yesterday that 
millions of Yemenis face 
the risk of more deaths as 
aid deliveries cannot get to 
those in need because of 
the continuing blockade of 
the war-ravaged country by 
the Saudi-led coalition. 
More on p14 

Serbia A lawyer for 
Gen. Ratko Mladic said 
yesterday it is not certain 
the former Bosnian Serb 
military commander will 
show up in a United Nations 
courtroom when judges 
deliver their verdicts in 
his long-running trial for 
allegedly masterminding 
atrocities during Bosnia’s 
1992-95 war. More on p14

Germany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel said she 
would prefer to go ahead 
with new federal elections 
rather than try to form a 
minority government, as 
Europe’s most powerful 
leader weighs her options 
after the collapse of four-
party coalition talks late 
Sunday.

Brazil A new boss 
has taken over Brazil’s 
federal police despite 
widespread criticism of his 
appointment. Fernando 
Segovia was sworn in 
by unpopular Brazilian 
President Michel Temer, 
who is himself being 
investigated by the force.
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BUZZ
THE Harrison Ford comes to the rescue 

after car accident
Harrison Ford came to the real-life 

rescue of a woman who was involved 
in a car accident north of Los Ange-
les.

Santa Paula, California, police tell 
the Ventura County Star that the ac-
tor and a friend were in the area when 
a car rolled off a highway in the small 
town Sunday around noon. Senior 

Officer Matt Alonzo says Ford and 
the friend came to the driver’s aide 
and acted as good Samaritans. He 
says Ford and other people on scene 
were able to help the woman out of 
the car. She suffered minor injuries.

TMZ published pictures Sunday of 
Ford standing by the car on the side 
of a hill and talking with police.

opinion
Our Desk
Lynzy Valles

Zim  b a b w e an  
lawmakers are set to be-

gin impeachment proceedin-
gs against President Robert 
Mugabe and vote him out of 
power within two days after 
he missed a ruling-party dea-
dline to end his 37-year rule.

“We will move a motion to-
morrow, set up the committee 
tomorrow [today] and on We-
dnesday it reports back and 
we vote him out,” the Zimba-
bwe African National Union
-Patriotic Front deputy se-
cretary for legal affairs, Paul 
Mangwana, told reporters 
yesterday at party headquar-
ters in Harare, the capital.

Mugabe was widely expec-
ted to use a televised address 
on Sunday to announce his 
retirement so that Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, whom he fired 
as vice president this mon-
th, could take over. Instead, 
he delivered a rambling and 
largely incoherent speech, in 
which he pledged to preside 
over a December congress of 
the governing party, which 
had dumped him as leader 
earlier in the day.

Three senior party officials 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said Mugabe de-
viated from an agreed-upon 
text and he’ll now be forced 
from office by Zanu-PF, whi-
ch had given him a deadline 
of midday Monday to quit. 
All the party’s lawmakers 

were summoned to a special 
caucus meeting at its head-
quarters yesterday, accor-
ding to two legislators who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity.

Zanu-PF wrote a letter to 
Mugabe, 93, telling him to 
step down after his failure to 
do so on Sunday, according 
to a senior party official who 
asked not to be named.

Read more on how Mugabe 
lost power in Zimbabwe

The ruling party fired Mu-
gabe as its leader four days 
after the military placed him 
under house arrest and de-
tained several of his closest 
allies -- a move triggered by 
his dismissal of Mnangagwa, 
75. The former vice president 
will be reinstated and be na-
med as interim leader and 
Zanu-PF’s presidential can-
didate in elections next year.

Tens of thousands of people 
took to the streets of Harare 
and Bulawayo, the second- 

largest city, on Saturday to 
celebrate Mugabe’s immi-
nent ouster.

The moves against Mugabe 
are the culmination of a battle 
for control of the ruling party 
between a military-aligned 
faction that’s coalesced arou-
nd Mnangagwa and another 
known as the Generation-40, 
which wants the president’s 
wife Grace Mugabe  to suc-
ceed him.

Mnangagwa, who’s one of 
the pillars of the security es-
tablishment that has helped 
keep Mugabe in power sin-
ce white minority rule ended 
in 1980, emerged as the vic-
tor, with the party expelling 
Grace and her allies.

The political crisis comes as 
the economy is in free-fall. An 
estimated 95 percent of the 
workforce is unemployed, 
public infrastructure is crum-
bling and about 3 million 
Zimbabweans have gone into 
exile. Bloomberg

Zimbabwe

Mugabe faces 
impeachment as he 
balks at retiring 

Citizens cast their ballots at a polling station during Sunday’s presidential elections in Santiago, Chile. 
Around 37 percent of the voters backed billionaire and former President Sebastian Pinera, according 

to the latest count from the electoral service, compared with 22.7 percent for the ruling coalition 
candidate Alejandro Guillier. The two will now go to a runoff vote on Dec. 17.

 decisive moment
The
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Positive discrimination?
The Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) launched a 

45-day public consultation last week regarding 
the proposed implementation of a statutory mini-
mum wage for all workers – excluding domestic 
helpers and disabled employees.

As the authorities described the supposedly fair 
wage increase to non-residents, they noted that 
this move could also be dubbed as “positive dis-
crimination,” whatever that means. 

DSAL has already explained that the draft at the 
consultation excludes some workers, due to the 
“uniqueness” of the nature of domestic workers, 
and the the disabled workers “employment righ-
ts.”

With that said, these workers, particularly hou-
sehold workers, slammed the government’s move 
noting that it is unfair for them to not be included 
in the proposed implementation of a minimum 
wage.

These workers, many of whom are active on so-
cial media, have actively expressed themselves 
online, implying that Macau’s authorities are ex-
pected to do better than implementing these kinds 
of measures. 

Macau will not acquire a minimum wage law for 
these workers. Disconcerting as it could be, the 
city does not demand that employers need to pay 
long service fees, (as compared to the HKSAR, 
where they are required to), nor does it protect the 
rights of these workers.

It is unnecessary to continually give quotas 
to residents who cannot afford to pay a basic 
MOP3,800 to these workers – but that is just ano-
ther matter that is not being tackled.

Now that Macau is planning on a universal mini-
mum wage, these household workers should be 
the ones prioritized in this plan, including other 
low-paying jobs. 

At the beginning of the year, a statutory mini-
mum wage of MOP30 per hour for cleaners and 
doormen employed by the property management 
sector was enforced.

If they could establish that minimum, why can’t 
they for domestic workers?

If a household employee earns MOP3,800 per 
month, she would earn MOP126 per day.

If on average domestic helpers earn MOP126 
per day, it would be painful to do the further cal-
culations to work out the hourly rate.  

And what about those earning less than that?
This is not about domestic workers feeling en-

titled to be included in whatever assistance or 
subsidies the government gives to the BIR hol-
ders, but this is about - at least - raising the city’s 
image regarding their labor laws regarding these 
workers.

These workers should not be left behind when it 
comes to labor laws and minimum wage laws as 
they are already the lowest earners in the region.

These workers are not demanding a relatively 
high pay, but they want their voices to be heard 
by local authorities as well.  After all, they are 
employees who assume positions in thousands 
of households – which residents would not be 
doing.

If it’s the “uniqueness” of the nature of their job 
that is the main reason why they are not included 
in the universal minimum wage implementation, 
these employees in Macau will not accept this as 
valid grounds for exclusion.

Is it unique in a sense where they work over ei-
ght hours a day, or in a sense where their salaries 
have never been lawfully adjusted along with the 
inflation in the cost of living in the city?

The government has always pledged to “listen 
to public opinion,” but I doubt these workers are 
included in the government’s definition of “public.”

These are workers who need local unions to fi-
ght for their rights so that they are heard. 

Rights protection for domestic helpers would 
allow them to feel protected and valued, in a pe-
riod of their lives where they have left the comfort 
of their homes – by choice - to serve MSAR re-
sidents.

Why can’t we implement something that would 
also be in their favor?

Robert Mugabe (center)


