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Japan’s Emperor 
Akihito marked his 84th 
birthday with a pledge 
to fulfill his duties 
until the day of his 
abdication in 2019, and 
to prepare for “passing 
the torch to the next 
era.” More on p13

philippines A powerful 
storm that left more 
than 160 people dead 
in the Philippines was 
downgraded to a tropical 
depression yesterday and 
failed to make landfall in 
Vietnam. More on p13

pakistan-
afghanistan The 
foreign ministers of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan 
appealed to Taliban 
militants to join peace 
talks following a meeting 
yesterday organized by 
China to mend strained 
relations between the two 
governments.

syria Rebel fighters and 
opposition groups have 
blasted Russia’s role in 
Syria, strongly rejecting 
its proposed peace talks 
expected next month. In 
a series of statements 
yesterday, 40 rebel 
groups, including some of 
Syria’s most prominent, 
as well as political 
opposition umbrella 
groups, said Moscow’s 
proposed talks are an 
attempt to “circumvent” 
the United Nations-led 
process.
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Judge implicates Macau 
in money laundering
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A Christmas
less traveled

 P4  P9

macau may host wtcr 
first-year ‘season finale’

campaign ‘send postcards’ 
to jailed activist in motion

The new series is set to bring 
more cars, more races and 
new rules, adding interest and 
competition to WTCC

An NGo in Taiwan launched a 
campaign to send postcards to a 
Taiwanese human rights activist who 
is currently imprisoned in China P3

abused 
indonesian says 
hk needs more 
safeguards for 
maids
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Centro Comercial Teatro 
Capitol to open in January

Macau Bats maintains rank for Bowl tournament

The Centro Comercial Teatro 
Capitol is ready to open to the 

public, starting from January 2018, 
according to media reports. 

However, the cultural and recrea-
tional industry is the only sector 
that will be allowed to use the thea-
ter once it is reopened. 

The theater is currently under 
refurbishment, with more than 90 
percent of the refurbishment pro-
cess complete. 

Kuan Vai Lam, chairman of the 
board of the company which owns 
most of the shares of the theater, 
told TDM that the theater’s refur-
bishment cost somewhere around 
MOP15 million. 

In the beginning, the theater will 
be open exclusively to cultural and 
recreational groups in order to give 
space to different types of cultural 
and art events. 

The theater has a capacity of 300 
seats. 

Earlier, during an experimental 
operation period, 50 organizations 
visited the theater and put forward 
their suggestions to the theater 
management. Their suggestions, 
among others, were to establish 
rest lounges and audio rooms.

Currently, according to Kuan, the 
theater’s owners have not decided 
on the prices of admission. The 
theater will be run on a non-profit 
model and will charge visitors for 
management and electricity fees. 

“We have built a big stage which 
can be used for dancing, singing 
and for Cantonese opera,” Kuan 
said. 

“I hope that we can build the third 
floor into a cultural and recreatio-
nal space to introduce Macau films. 
[…] Groups can also use it for exhi-
bitions or seminars.”

Youth rugby team 
Macau Bats, recently 

played their third Hong 
Kong festival, ahead of 
the holiday period, main-
taining their ranking for 
the New Year’s Bowl com-
petition with several wins. 

At the Hong Kong Festi-
val the under-tens conti-
nued their strong display 
from the season by recor-
ding another four wins wi-
thout a loss. They defeated 
Sai Kung 5-2, Hong Kong 
Football Club 3-2, East 
Kowloon Eagles 10-1, and 
Wanchai Monkeys 8-0 in 
the Flying Kukris contact 
tournament.

The under-nines team 
matched the results of the 
older team by also earning 
four wins against Sai Kung 

6-1, East Kowloon 10-0, a 
3-1 win against Shatin and 
defeating the Hong Kong 
Football Club by 1- 6.

Meanwhile, the under-
sevens and under-eights 
teams played in the tour-

nament’s non-contact edi-
tion with the under-sevens 
losing two games, winning 
one and drawing the four-
th, while the under-eights, 
managed to win their four 
games.

For the under-eights, a 
4-3 win over the hosts, 
Flying Kukris, was followed 
by a 3-1 win over Tsuen 
Wan Rhinos and a 6-3 
win against Tung Chung, 
according to a statement 

from the team.
The Bats then scored a 

4-2 win against the strong 
Discovery Bay Pirates 
team.

The Macau Bats under- 
12s played in the Bowl 

championship and recor-
ded a win against Tung 
Chung/South Lantau, 
a draw with Sandy Bay 
and suffered two defeats, 
against USRC Tigers and 
Hong Kong Football Club.
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Macau may host WTCR 
first-year ‘Season Finale’

Fewer tourists recorded on Christmas Eve
Nearly 470,000 

crossings were regis-
tered on Christmas Eve 
(until 9 p.m.), the Public 
Security Police Force 
(PSP) reported. 

Some 72 percent of the 
crossings were recor-
ded at the border gate. 
Over 240,000 crossings 
were mainland tourists. 
The number of crossings 
made by Macau residents 
was 148,000. 

Until 5 p.m. on Christ-
mas Eve, all ports in Ma-

cau saw a total of 331,000 
crossings, with 233,000 
being registered at the 
border gate. 

Last Christmas Eve, a 
total of 537,000 crossin-
gs were recorded, which 
marked the second hi-
ghest number of tourist 
entries on record, in ter-
ms of crossings on a sin-
gle day.  

From December 22 un-
til December 25 of 2016, a 
total of 1,308,237 crossin-
gs were recorded across 

all of Macau’s ports. In 
particular, 504,891 en-
tries and 510,915 depar-
tures were recorded at the 
border gate. 

Regarding Hong Kong, 
236,000 crossings were 
recorded at the Luohu 
Port (busiest port be-
tween Shenzhen and 
Hong Kong) until 5:50 
p.m. on December 24. 
More than 300,000 cros-
sings were expected for 
the whole day of Decem-
ber 24. JZ

Renato Marques

The FIA World Tou-
ring Car Cup (WTCR) 
has unveiled its calen-
dar for the first edi-

tion of the WTCR series, the 
new motorsports category that 
merges together the previous 
FIA World Touring Car Cham-
pionship (WTCC) and TCR 
specifications cars.

The new series is set to bring 
more cars, more races and 
new rules, adding interest and 
competition to WTCC, which 
had been losing both populari-
ty and manufacturers’ support.

Although it is still incomple-
te, in the calendar revealed 
last week, there is a high possi-
bility that the “Season Finale” 
for the new series will be held 
on the Guia Circuit in Macau, 
marking the return of the sea-
son’s main event to the region.

Commenting on the calen-
dar, François Ribeiro, Head of 
Eurosport Events and WTCR 
promoter said, “publication 
of the provisional schedule 
marks another important step 
ahead of the inaugural FIA 
WTCR season in 2018. The 
nine selected events will not 
only offer a great variety of 
circuits to drivers and teams, 
but will also mean that WTCR 
races take place in front of big 
crowds. We are in discussions 
with two potential locations, 
which Eurosport Events has 
not worked with before, to se-
lect one additional event for 
FIA WTCR schedule, and we 
hope to conclude these as soon 
as possible.”

Remarking on the new regu-
lations, Ribeiro said, “the com-
bination of the TCR technical 
regulations, the expertise and 
neutrality of the FIA and its 
stringent sporting rules and 
procedures, plus the promo-
tional strength of Eurosport 
Events, gained since 2005, 

will deliver a highly competi-
tive grid, exciting racing and 
a fan-friendly format that can 
only drive success.”

It was also noted by the orga-
nizers that the deal, which will 
merge the series regulations 
and technical specifications, is 
valid for two seasons.

On the topic, Marcello Lo-
tti, Chief Executive Officer 
of WSC Ltd, which owns the 
rights over the TCR concept 
said, “we are very proud of this 
agreement that fully respects 
the very spirit of TCR. The as-
sociation, with an experienced 
promoter such as Eurosport 
Events, together with the FIA 
label on the WTCR represent 
the ultimate recognition for 
the TCR concept that we laun-

ched three years ago and that 
hasn’t stopped growing since.”

The TCR technical regula-
tions cater for front-wheel-
drive, four/five-door sedan or 
hatchback cars using turbo-
charged production engines 
with a capacity of between 
1750-2000cc and with a maxi-
mum power output of 350bhp. 
At the moment, there are al-
ready 19 TCR-based cham-
pionships or series around the 
world, while car manufacturers 
have put forward many propo-
sals of vehicles eligible to race 
under the TCR specifications. 
Alfa Romeo, Audi, Ford, Hon-
da, Hyundai, KIA, LADA, 
Opel, Peugeot, Renault, SEAT, 
Subaru and Volkswagen are 
just some of the brands that 

currently have models appro-
ved and racing under this 
category, but more are ex-
pected to join in the future. 
According to TCR organizers, 
to date, over 600 TCR racing 
cars have been built and sold 
to customer teams all over the 
world.

The season will start on April 
8 in Marrakech, Morocco, and 
is expected to hold events in 
the major Touring Car cir-
cuits including Hungaroring, 
Nurburgring, Zandvoort, Vila 
Real, Termas de Rio Hondo, 
Ningbo, China, Suzuka, and 
Macau.

Some of the choices for the 
season finale night events are 
countries such as Qatar or the 
UAE.

Man arrested 
after violently 
reacting 
to police 
inspection
 
A 30-year-old non-permanent 
male resident, surnamed Lam, 
has been arrested for violently 
confronting a police officer who 
was carrying out an inspection, 
concerning his chosen work, 
illegally providing taxi services. 
On December 14, Lam was illegally 
picking up passengers at the Lotus 
Flower border gate. Upon being 
inspected by a police officer, Lam 
refused to cooperate with the 
officer and drove away from the 
scene. The police officer pursued 
the man on foot and sustained 
injuries to his head, hands, right 
foot, waist, and hip. On December 
18, the mainland police authority 
arrested Lam in Zhuhai, and 
transferred him to the Macau 
authorities last Thursday. On 
Friday, the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) brought the suspect 
to the Prosecution Office (MP). 
On the same day, the MP issued 
a statement saying that Lam is 
currently in custody at the Macau 
prison.

Malo Clinic to 
reopen in 
Macau ‘soon’
Malo Clinic will resume its 
operations at a time and location 
to be announced soon, reads 
a statement sent to customers 
yesterday.  The note - which 
begins by bemoaning the fact that 
it “provisionally is not providing 
dental services” - says clients can 
continue treatment at one of Malo’s 
18 dental clinics in mainland 
China. The clinic assures that it will 
cover transportation costs from 
Macau to two of its clinics, located 
in Guangzhou and Shenzhen, as 
well as providing all the necessary 
clinical information to colleagues 
in the group.

33,496 civil 
servants 
recorded at the 
end of 2016
A report from the Public 
Administration and Civil Service 
Bureau (SAFP) on the human 
resources of the SAR’s public 
administration of 2016 showed 
that Macau, by the end of 2016, 
had a total of more than 33,496 
civil servants.  Around 30,831 
people were working in public 
departments, while 2,665 were 
working in foundations and 
governmental department such as 
the Macao Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM), and 
the Monetary Authority of Macau. 
Some 14,000 civil servants held a 
Bachelor’s degree, around 4,700 
were high-school graduates, and 
approximately 3,100 obtained a 
Master’s degree or a college degree.
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Chinese legislators 
discussed a report this 

week on cultural heritage 
work submitted to the on-
going bi-monthly session 
of the Standing Committee 
of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC).

Some legislators were 
concerned that cultural 
heritage work has beco-
me an insular process that 
largely disregards the ulti-
mate goal: informing and 
enhancing the public’s 
knowledge of their own 
cultural heritage. These 
legislators expect that the 
works should be more peo-
ple-oriented. 

Deputy to the NPC and 
local delegate Iong Weng 
Ian, as cited in a report by 
the press agency, Xinhua, 
suggested making better 
use of social resources. 

“Hopefully, we’ll take 
them into further consi-
deration, whether they’re 
from the Chinese main-
land or overseas Chinese,” 
she said. 

“Many overseas Chine-
se are actually keen on 
making their own contri-
butions to the protection 
of Chinese antiques,” the 
delegate continued.

Her calls were in line with 
the report, which sugges-
ted further cooperation 

In order to gather 
opinions on the 

Cybersecurity Law, 
the government has 
organized a public 
consultation, which 
began on December 
11 and will last for 45 
days until January 24. 
During these 45 days, 
eight public sessions, 
starting from January 
5, are planned, accor-
ding to a statement by 
the Office of the Se-
cretary for Security.

According to the 
same statement, out 
of the eight thematic 
public sessions, five 
of them are specifi-
cally aimed at gover-
nment entities and 
representatives from 
Macau’s directly re-

with other countries and 
for Hong Kong and Macau 
to enhance China’s “soft 
power.”

lated infrastructure, 
while the other three 
are reserved for the 
public.

Since there are a 
limited number of 
seats for the sessions 
and because of this 
the Office of the Se-
cretary for Security 
has called on interes-
ted parties to register 
their seats in advan-
ce. They have also in-
formed that, in addi-
tion to the public ses-
sions, the citizens can 
review the consulta-
tion text and present 
opinions through the 
Internet, on the web-
site www.gss.gov.mo 
(available in Chinese 
and Portuguese lan-
guages).

According to the report, 
over the past five years Chi-
na’s international exchan-
ges in cultural heritage have 
had nearly 300 exhibitions 
of Chinese antiques held 
abroad, and more than 100 
foreign exhibitions held in 
China. 

China has signed bilate-
ral treaties and memoran-
dums of understanding on 
cultural heritage with seve-
ral countries.

Meanwhile Yang Bangjie, 
member of the NPC Stan-
ding Committee noted that 
there are antiques stored in 
several places but not exhi-
bited.

“It makes it hard for us 

to appreciate the antiques 
and do research, as many 
of them cannot be approa-
ched and inventories are 
obscure,” he argued.

Wang Gang, ano-
ther member of the 
Standing Commit-
tee, compared China 
with Europe, where the 
interpretation of cul-
tural heritage is often 
combined with things such 
as philosophy, technological 
evolution and history. He 
noted that while the protec-
tion of cultural heritage is 
the top priority, its ultima-
te goal is to strengthen the 
knowledge of the public on 
its cultural heritage. LV

NPC

Chinese legislators discuss 
cultural heritage protection

Cybersecurity Law 
public consultation 
until January 24

Alliance launches campaign to send 
postcards to Taiwanese jailed rights activist
A non-governmen-

tal organization 
(NGO) in Taiwan lau-
nched a campaign on 
Monday to send well- 
wishing postcards to 
a Taiwanese human 
rights activist who is 
currently imprisoned in 
China.

The “Lee Ming-che 
rescue team,” an allian-
ce established by the 
NGO, launched the 
campaign as Lee’s wife, 
Lee Ching-yu revealed 
that it has been nearly 
a month since they have 
heard an update on her 
husband’s situation.

At a press conference 
organized by the allian-
ce in Taipei, Lee Ching
-yu noted that the move 
was launched in a bid 
to remind her husband 
that he has not been for-
gotten.

“I don’t even have the 
chance to send him a 
love letter,” she said, as 
cited in Taiwanese me-
dia reports. 

The activist’s wife ur-
ged the public to write 
her husband a post-
card and to send it to 
the detention center 
in Changsha in Hunan 
province, where he was 
detained before being 
sentenced in November 
for five years in prison 
and two years’ depriva-
tion of political rights 
for “subversion of state 
power.”

According to Lee Ching- 
yu, she has not been 
informed of where her 
husband is being incar-
cerated since the verdict 
was handed down. 

Lee was the first 
Taiwanese to be con-
victed of attempting to 

overthrow the Chinese 
government.

A staff member at 
Wenshan Community 
College in Taipei, he was 
arrested on March 19 
while entering Guang-
dong province from Ma-
cau, reports noted.

China accused Lee of 
cooperating with a Chi-
nese citizen named Peng 
Yuhua, in “organizing, 
planning and taking ac-
tion to subvert national 
authority and overthrow 
the socialist system.” 
They allegedly used on-
line discussion groups 
to disseminate infor-
mation and articles at-
tacking the Chinese go-
vernment and system. 
The verdict was handed 
down by the Yueyang 
Intermediate People’s 
Court in Hunan Provin-
ce on November 28. 

public sessions 
1 - January 5 2018, from 
8 p.m.-10 p.m., Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) head-
quarters.
Registration period - 
from 9 a.m. of December 
27 to 12 p.m. of January 
4.

2 - January 13, from 3 
p.m.-5 p.m., PJ head-
quarters 

    Registration period - 
from 9 a.m. of December 
27 to 12 p.m. of January 
12.

3 - January 14, from 8 
p.m.-10 p.m., PJ head-
quarters.
    Registration period - 
from 9 a.m. of December 
27 to 12 p.m. of January 
12. 

Lee’s wife, Lee Ching-yu 

 Macau 
delegate 
Iong 
Weng Ian 
suggested 
making 
better use 
of social 
resources 

Iong Weng Ian at an event at City U
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Macau is one of the 
places mentioned 
in an investigation 
headed by Spanish 

judge Pilar de Lara that aims to 
track down money from a Lugo 
(Galicia, Spain) drug trafficking 
criminal organization, the local 
newspaper El Progresso reported.

According to the report, Spanish 
courts have managed to track and 
freeze several bank accounts used 
launder the profits from the cri-
minal activities in tax havens such 
as Andorra, Switzerland, Macau, 
the Bahamas and Luxembourg.

On such accounts, the newspa-
per claims to have caught arou-
nd 6 million euros (around MO-
P57.3million) as well as over 40 
real estate properties in the areas 
of Lugo, Asturias and Marbella 
(Spain).

According to judge de Lara, the 
suspects were using several bank 
accounts in tax havens to launder 
the money through the creation of 
a complex network of companies 
and offshore firms.

It was mentioned that the alle-
ged head of the criminal gang has 
numerous criminal antecedents 
for tobacco smuggling since the 

1980s. However, over time the 
gang’s structure has developed 
into more lucrative drug products 
such as heroin and cocaine.

Among the multiple people 
under investigation are several 
accomplices that are suspects of 
creating front companies with the 
purpose of hiding and dissemi-
nating the high incomes coming 
from the illicit activities.

Sources cited in the process 
remark that the investigation 
started in 2014 and has invol-
ved frequent phone tapping and 
other surveillance methods. The 
authorities acted by taking seve-
ral group members into custody, 
unveiling the business network 

scheme which involved more 
than a dozen companies in Spain 
and in Andorra, Macau, the Baha-
mas and Switzerland. In total, the 
courts managed to block funds 
of a sum of over MOP57 million 
in Spain and abroad, but the 
amount goes up as more proper-

ties, real estate, vehicles and other 
goods are found to be part of the 
scheme.

The suspicion of investigators 
arose from the unusual “excess of 
luck” that the ex-wife of the head of 
the gang claimed to have between 
1996 and 2015, after she declared 

almost 400,000 euros (aprox. 
MOP3.8 million) of income co-
ming from several lottery prizes. 

This was considered improbab-
le by the judge, who hypothesized 
that it may be a result of a scheme 
of “buying prized lottery tickets” 
in order to launder money. RM

Spanish judge names Macau as 
a tax haven for drug trafficking

 The suspects 
were using 
several bank 
accounts in 
tax havens to 
launder the 
money 

Casa do Concello in Lugo, Spain
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Big labor sees growth potential 
in California pot workers
Scott Smith, Goshen (Calif.)

Unions have caught a whiff 
of a rare opportunity to orga-

nize a whole new set of workers 
as recreational marijuana beco-
mes legal in California.

The United Farm Workers, 
Teamsters and United Food and 
Commercial Workers are looking 
to unionize the tens of thousands 
of potential workers involved 
in the legal weed game, from 
planters to rollers to sellers. The 
move could provide a boost to or-
ganized labor’s lagging member-
ship — if infighting doesn’t get in 
the way.

The United Farm Workers, co-
founded by iconic labor leader 
Cesar Chavez, says organizing 
an industry rooted in agricultu-
re is a natural fit, and growers 
could label their products with 
the union’s logo as a marketing 
strategy.

“If you’re a cannabis worker, 
the UFW wants to talk with you,” 
national vice president Armando 
Elenes said.

But United Food and Commer-
cial Workers, which represents 
grocery store employees, meat 
packers and retail workers, regis-

tered its intent to organize can-
nabis workers across the country.

“We would hope they respect 
our jurisdiction,” UFCW spokes-
man Jeff Ferro said.

Teamsters organizer Kristin 
Heidelbach said there’s no need 
for unions to battle each other. 
There will be plenty of workers 
needing representation as small 
cannabis businesses run by “ha-
ppy stoner” types give way to lar-
ge pharmaceutical corporations, 

she said.
The green rush that begins in 

2018 is an opportunity for unions 
to regain influence that began 
declining in the late 1950s, said 
David Zonderman, a professor of 
labor history at North Carolina 
State University. But discord be-
tween unions could upend it. As 
could resistance from cannabis 
business leaders.

“Are they going to be new-age 
and cool with it,” Zonderman 

said, “or like other businesspeo-
ple, say, ‘Heck, no. We’re going 
to fight them tooth and nail?’”

Last year, California voters 
approved sales of recreational 
marijuana to those 21 and older 
at licensed shops beginning Jan. 
1.

Cannabis in California already 
is a USD22 billion industry, in-
cluding medical marijuana and 
a black market that accounts 
for most of that total, according 

to University of California, Da-
vis, agriculture economist Phi-
lip Martin. Medical marijuana 
has been legal since 1996, when 
California was the first state to 
approve such a law.

Labor leaders estimate recrea-
tional pot in California could 
employ at least 100,000 workers 
from the north coast to the Sier-
ra Nevada foothills and the San 
Joaquin Valley, harvesting and 
trimming the plants, extracting 
ingredients to put in liquids and 
edibles, and driving it to stores 
and front doors.

Other pot workers have organi-
zed in other states, but Califor-
nia should be especially friendly 
territory for unions, said Jamie 
Schau, a senior analyst with 
Brightfield Group, which does 
marketing analysis on the mari-
juana industry.

The state has one of the na-
tion’s highest minimum wages 
and the largest number of unio-
nized workers across industries. 
Its laws also tend to favor em-
ployees.

At least some workers say 
they’re open to unions.

“I’m always down to listen to 
what could be a good deal for 
me and my family,” said Tho-
mas Grier, 44, standing behind 
the counter at Canna Can Help 
Inc., a dispensary in the Central 
Valley community of Goshen.

The dispensary — with $7 
million in yearly sales — sells 
medical marijuana. AP
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In a rural community far 
from Hong Kong’s hustle 

and bustle and towering skys-
crapers, villagers hold one of 
the southern Chinese city’s 
rare and colorful local festi-
vals.

Residents gather in the villa-
ge of Lam Tsuen for the days-
long Tai Ping Ching Jiu festi-
val. Participants give thanks to 
Taoist deities like Tin Hau for 
abundant harvests and pray 
for peace.

Organizers spend lavishly 
on the celebration, erecting a 
massive temporary bamboo 
theatre for traditional Canto-
nese Opera performances.

Other highlights include lion 
dances, vegetarian feasts and 
the burning of life-size paper 
effigies of animals like horses 

Josie Wong, Hong Kong

An Indonesian maid who 
won a civil case this week 

against her former Hong Kong 
employer for shocking physi-
cal abuse said Friday she’s ha-
ppy with the result but urged 
the city to do more to help fo-
reign maids.

Erwiana Sulistyaningsih said 
authorities aren’t doing enou-
gh to protect the southern Chi-
nese financial center’s army 
of foreign domestic workers, 
most of whom are women 
from either Indonesia or the 
Philippines.

A Hong Kong court orde-
red Sulistyaningsih’s former 
employer to pay her nearly 
810,000 Hong Kong dollars 
(USD103,500) in damages 
for the abuse, which occurred 
over eight months starting in 
2013.

The employer, mother of two 
Law Wan-tung, was earlier 
convicted on assault and other 
charges, fined and given a six- 

for luck. On the final day, meat 
is once again allowed to mark 
the ritual’s close, so revelers 
enjoy delicacies like roast su-
ckling pig.

The event is so popular that 
even villagers who have emi-
grated overseas return home 
to join in the festivities.

The festival, also known 
as Da Jiao, is held in other 
agrarian villages across Hong 
Kong’s outlying New Terri-
tories at varying intervals. It 
was also once common in par-
ts of neighboring Guangdong 
province in mainland China 
until the Communist Party 
took power, when such tradi-
tions were suppressed by the 
country’s atheist leaders, who 
viewed them as feudal supers-
tition. AP

 year prison term.
The case came to light when 

graphic pictures of Sulis-
tyaningsih’s injuries star-
ted circulating among Hong 
Kong’s Indonesian communi-
ty showing her face, hands and 
legs covered with scabs and la-
cerations and blackened, pee-
ling skin around her feet.

Sulistyaningsih said that sin-
ce her case she had met with 
many other foreign maids who 
were mistreated by the fami-
lies they work for.

“Still the employers give long 
working hours,” she said at a 
news conference. “Other vic-
tims also tell me their stories. 
Like they weren’t given enou-
gh food, they didn’t have holi-
day.”

She urged the Hong Kong 
authorities to review current 
policies and practices, saying 
not enough is being done to 
protect workers.

Since her case came to li-
ght, she said, “I think nothing 
changed.” AP

Lam Tsuen holds  
once-a-decade festival

Abused Indonesian: 
HK needs more 
safeguards for maids
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By trying to 
avoid the 
press and int’l 
community, 
the Chinese 
government 
betrays the 
fact it knows 
these sham 
trials cannot 
withstand 
scrutiny.

AMNESTY INTERNATIoNAL 
CHINA RESEARCHER

PATRICK PooN

A prominent activist who 
called himself the Ultra 

Vulgar Butcher as he mocked 
and pressured Chinese offi-
cials was given an eight-year 
prison sentence yesterday 
for subversion, the harshest 
sentence handed down in a 
sweeping crackdown on ri-
ghts campaigners.

The Tianjin No. 2 Interme-
diate People’s Court handed 
down the sentence after fin-
ding activist Wu Gan guilty 
of subverting state power. 
Wu will appeal the senten-
ce, his lawyer Ge Yongxi told 
The Associated Press.

Wu had become known 
among rights advocates and 
lawyers for his attention-
grabbing campaigns. In one, 
he posed for online portraits 
brandishing knives that he 
said he would use to “slau-
ghter the pigs” among local 
officials who’d done wrong.

In court yesterday, Wu 
struck an irreverent note 
in his remarks following 
the sentence, saying he was 
“grateful to the party for 
granting me this lofty ho-
nor,” according to Ge, who 
was in court.

“I will remain true to our 
original aspiration, roll up 
my sleeves and make an ex-
tra effort,” Wu said, playing 
on well-known phrases Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
often uses to exhort Commu-
nist Party officials to impro-
ve their work.

Wu was among the first ac-
tivists and lawyers caught 
up in an intense crackdown 
by authorities that began in 
2015. His secretive one-day 
trial was held in August after 
a detention of more than two 
years.

Activists like Wu focused 
on individual cases instead 
of challenging Communist 
Party policy at the national 
level, making them a greater 
headache for local officials 
than for Beijing. But their 
ability to organize and bring 
people out on the ground 
apparently made authorities 
nervous.

Human rights groups have 
said that the authorities are 
persecuting Wu and that it is 
ironic that his fight for jus-
tice for others had cost him 
his own freedom.

“With extraordinary cou-
rage and disdainful words, 
Wu Gan set the tone for this 
so-called ‘trial’ against him,” 
said his friend and fellow 
Chinese activist Wu Yuren. 
“It will inspire more and 
more people to stomp on 
this government that seems 
powerful yet doesn’t have 
the authority of the people.”

The court said Tuesday in 
an online statement that 
Wu Gan had made many re-
marks online that “attacked 
state power.”

It accused him of hyping 
cases that “discredited state 
organs” by organizing illegal 

public gatherings, causing 
trouble, and making abusi-
ve comments online about 
other people. It said such ac-
tions were part of a series of 
criminal activities seeking to 
“overthrow state power and 
the socialist system.”

Wu had also worked as an 
administrative assistant 
at the Beijing Fengrui Law 
Firm, which had worked on 
sensitive cases and became 
the focus of the authori-
ties’ crackdown that began 
in July 2015. Hundreds of 
lawyers, activists and others 
were detained in a coordina-
ted nationwide sweep that 
sent a chill through China’s 
activist community. Many 
were later released.

Vaguely defined subversion 
charges are frequently le-
veled against human rights 
activists and perceived poli-
tical foes of the ruling Com-
munist Party.

Wu had been detained in 
May 2015, after travelling 
to the southeastern city of 
Nanchang to put pressure on 
a judge. Defense lawyers had 

been denied access to files 
in a case in which four men 
were serving prison time for 
a double murder despite a 
later confession from a fifth 
man. Wu had said on social 
media that he planned to 
hold a mock funeral for the 
judge, and was arrested af-
ter unfurling a banner that 
insulted him.

In a separate case yester-
day, a court in central Chi-
na convicted the lawyer Xie 
Yang for inciting subversion 
of state power but said he 
was exempted from criminal 
penalties.

Xie had been detained for 
two years before he was re-
leased on bail in May after 
he admitted to the charges. 
Even after his release, his 
wife said, Xie was followed 
by security agents everywhe-
re he went.

Four months prior to his 
release, Xie’s family had re-
leased a jailhouse statement 
from him saying he had been 
tortured in custody with re-
peated beatings, starvation 
and dehydration. It said that 

if he publicly confessed at 
any point in the future, it 
would be because he broke 
down under enormous go-
vernment pressure and coer-
cion.

In May, Xie pleaded guilty 
at his trial to inciting sub-
version of state power and 
read from a prepared state-
ment denouncing his past 
activism. He also recanted 
the allegation of torture, 
which had gained interna-
tional attention.

Xie said he accepted the 
verdict and would not 
appeal, according to a video 
of part of the hearing posted 
on the Changsha City Inter-
mediate People’s Court’s of-
ficial microblog site.

Amnesty International’s 
China Researcher Patrick 
Poon said it was “disgrace-
ful” that the Chinese autho-
rities chose to deal with Wu 
and Xie’s cases the day after 
Christmas — when diploma-
ts, journalists and the public 
are less likely to respond.

“By trying to avoid scru-
tiny from the press and the 
international community, 
the Chinese government be-
trays the fact it knows well 
these sham trials cannot 
withstand scrutiny,” Poon 
said. AP

China sentences ‘Vulgar Butcher’ 
activist to eight years in prison

Wu Gan, also known as the Ultra Vulgar Butcher, is seen behind bars at police station in Nanchang city
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North Ko-
rea’s envoy in 

charge of U.S. af-
fairs at the United 
Nations demanded 
Washington pro-
vide evidence to 
back up its claim 
Pyongyang was 
behind the Wan-
nacry ransomware 
attack, an allega-
tion has said was a 
“baseless provoca-
tion” being used to 
generate tensions.

Pak Song Il told 
The Associated 
Press in a tele-
phone interview 
from New York 
late Monday that 
Pyongyang sees 
the allegation as 
an effort to crea-
te an “extremely 
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l 
atmosphere.”

“If they are so 
sure, show us the 
evidence,” he said.

The WannaCry 
ransomware atta-
ck infected hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of compu-
ters worldwide 
and crippled parts 
of Britain’s Natio-
nal Health Service 

in May.
U.S. Homeland 

security adviser 
Tom Bossert wro-
te in a Wall Street 
Journal op-ed pu-
blished last week 
that the U.S. ad-
ministration had 
determined North 
Korea was behind 
the WannaCry at-
tack. He said its 
finding of respon-
sibility is based on 
evidence that has 
been confirmed 
by other govern-
ments and private 
companies, inclu-
ding the United 
Kingdom and Mi-
crosoft.

He wrote that 
North Korea wou-
ld be held accoun-
table.

North Korea’s 
state-run media 
quickly condem-
ned the accusa-
tion, saying Pyon-
gyang would ne-
ver tolerate such 
“reckless” claims. 
It called Bossert’s 
claim a “grave 
political provoca-
tion” and vowed to 
retaliate. MDT/AP

North Korea 
ambassador 
demands 
US prove 
ransomware 
claim

SoUThEAST ASIA

Vietnam escapes worst of typhoon that battered Philippines

JAPAN 

Emperor turns 84, 
thanks people over 
abdication plans

A powerful storm that 
left a trail of death and 

destruction in the Philippi-
nes was downgraded to a 
tropical depression yester-
day and failed to make lan-
dfall in Vietnam.

Hundreds of thousands 
of people in Vietnam’s 
Mekong Delta had been 
evacuated as the region 
braced for the arrival of 
Typhoon Tembin after the 
storm left more than 160 
people dead in the Philippi-
nes.

Weather forecasters had 
expected the delta’s sou-
thern tip to be in Tembin’s 
path, and said heavy rain 
and strong winds starting 
Monday night could cause 
serious damage in the vul-
nerable region, where faci-

lities are not built to cope 
with such severe weather. 
By yesterday morning, the 
storm was downgraded to 
a tropical depression and 
forecasters said it would it 
not make landfall in Viet-
nam.

Over the weekend, Tem-
bin unleashed landslides 
and flash floods that killed 
at least 164 people and left 
171 others missing in the 
Philippines, according to 
Romina Marasigan of the 
government’s main disas-
ter-response agency.

Initial reports from offi-
cials in different provinces 
placed the overall death toll 
at more than 230, but Ma-
rasigan warned of double 
counting amid the confu-
sion in the storm’s after-

math and said the numbers 
needed to be verified.

More than 97,000 people 
remained in 261 evacuation 
centers across the southern 
Philippines on Monday, 
while nearly 85,000 others 
were displaced and staying 
elsewhere, the National Di-
saster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council said.

The hardest-hit areas 
were Lanao del Norte and 
Lanao del Sur provinces 
and the Zamboanga Penin-
sula. Tembin hit the Phili-
ppines as a tropical storm 
but strengthened into a 
typhoon before blowing out 
of the country Sunday into 
the South China Sea toward 
Vietnam.

Philippine officials had 
warned villagers in acci-

dent-prone areas to eva-
cuate early as Tembin 
approached and the gover-
nment was trying to find 
out what caused the wides-
pread storm deaths, Mara-
sigan said. She added that it 
was difficult to move people 
from homes shortly before 
Christmas.

“We don’t want to be dra-
gging people out of their 
homes days before Christ-
mas, but it’s best to convin-
ce them to quietly unders-
tand the importance of why 
they are being evacuated,” 
Marasigan said at a news 
conference in Manila.

Tembin was among a 
series of disasters to hit 
the predominantly Ro-
man Catholic Philippines 
at the peak of Christmas 

preparations.
An inter-island ferry sank 

off northeastern Quezon 
province Thursday after 
being lashed by fierce winds 
and big waves, leaving at 
least five people dead. More 
than 250 passengers and 

crewmen were rescued. 
Earlier in the week, another 
tropical storm left more 
than 50 people dead and 31 
others missing, mostly due 
to landslides, and damaged 
more than 10,000 houses in 
the central Philippines. AP

This image made from video shows uprooted trees in Lanao del 
Norte, southern Philippines

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo

Japan’s Emperor 
Akihito marked his 
84th birthday on 
Saturday with a ple-

dge to fulfill his duties until 
the day of his abdication 
in 2019, and to prepare for 
“passing the torch to the 
next era.”

Akihito waved to thou-
sands of well-wishers from 
a balcony of the royal pala-
ce. He was to attend birth-
day celebrations at the pa-

lace later Saturday.
In his annual birthday 

comment at a news confe-
rence earlier this week and 
released Saturday, Akihi-
to thanked the people for 
putting together thoughts 
and efforts to achieve his 
abdication wish that had 
surprised the nation.

Akihito still has a busy 
schedule, signing official 
documents, receiving fo-
reign dignitaries and tra-
veling to disaster-hit areas. 
But he said he will keep 

working until April 30, 
2019, the day he is schedu-
led to abdicate.

“Over the remaining days, 
I continue to carry out my 
duties as the symbol of the 
state,” Akihito said. “I wou-
ld like to make preparations 
for passing the torch to the 
next era, together with the 
people concerned.”

Akihito last year expres-
sed his wish to abdicate, 
citing his age and health 
as a concern. He ascended 
the throne at the age of 56 

in January 1989, after the 
death of his father, Empe-
ror Hirohito, beginning the 
Heisei Era.

The government has 
adopted a one-time law 
allowing for Akihito’s ab-
dication, and this month 
formally set the date for 
the event. His elder son 
Crown Prince Naruhito 
will ascend the Chrysan-
themum Throne the next 
day, on May 1, 2019. He 
will be 59.

There will be more prepa-
rations ahead of the abdi-
cation, including deciding 
a new era name and a new 
home for the emperor and 
the empress.

Akihito’s desire to leave 
the throne revived a de-
bate about the country’s 
2,000-year-old monar-
chy, one of the world’s ol-
dest, as well as discussion 
about improving the status 
of female members of the 
shrinking royal population. 
The current male-only suc-
cession rules prohibit wo-
men from succeeding the 
throne. Women lose their 
royal status when they 
marry a commoner.

Unlike his father who was 
worshipped as god until the 
end of World War II, Akihi-
to has devoted himself to 
being a symbolic figure as 
defined in Japan’s postwar 
pacifist constitution while 
trying to soothe the wounds 
of war from his father’s era. 
Though spoken in soft lan-
guage, his emphasis on the 
importance of peace and 
compassions toward the 
handicapped, the weak and 
the elderly as he himself 
grew older is often seen in 
contrast to Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe’s right-wing, 
hawkish policies.

The last emperor to abdi-
cate was 200 years ago — 
Kokaku in 1817. MDT/AP

Japan’s Emperor Akihito (third from left) waves with his imperial family
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Spain’s king 
addresses Catalonia 
in Christmas 
speech
King Felipe VI used his traditional 
Christmas Eve address to call on 
Catalonia’s newly elected parliament 
to renounce further moves toward 
secession from Spain. “The way forward 
cannot once again lead to confrontation 
or exclusion that, as we now know, only 
generates discord, uncertainty, anguish,” 
the Spanish monarch said in a televised 
speech. The king gave the address four 
days after regional parliamentary elections 
resulted in separatist parties being voted 
back into power. Spain’s prime minister, 
Mariano Rajoy, had dissolved the previous 
parliament after it voted in October 
to declare Catalonia an independent 
republic, but saw his hopes dashed that 
separatists would not regain a majority of 
seats.

British navy escorts 
Russian warship
British officials say the Royal Navy has 
escorted a Russian warship through 
the North Sea near U.K. waters. The 
Russian ship was also shadowed by a navy 
helicopter as it transited through what 
British officials called “areas of national 
interest” on Christmas Day. The navy 
says there has been a recent surge in 
Russian vessels traveling near U.K. waters. 
Officials say that on Christmas Eve, a 
navy vessel was used to escort a Russian 
intelligence-gathering ship through the 
North Sea and English Channel. Defense 
Secretary Gavin William said Britain 
wouldn’t tolerate aggression. British 
officials warn that Russian ships may cut 
undersea internet cables.

Lethal weapons 
bound for Ukraine
The Trump administration has approved 
a plan to provide lethal weapons to 
Ukraine, a long-awaited move that 
deepens America’s involvement in the 
military conflict and may further strain 
relations with Russia. Ukraine has long 
sought to boost its defenses against 
Russian-backed separatists armed with 
tanks that have rolled through eastern 
Ukraine during violence that has killed 
more than 10,000 since 2014. Previously, 
the U.S. has provided Ukraine with 
support equipment and training, and 
has let private companies sell some small 
arms like rifles. Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov said the U.S. 
decision will only make the conflict more 
deadly and suggested that Russia could be 
forced to respond.

ap
 p

h
ot

o
ap

 p
h

ot
o ap

 p
h

ot
o

ap
 p

h
ot

o

PERU

Thousands protest pardoning 
of former president

Guatemala says it is moving 
embassy to Jerusalem
Gu a t e m a l a ’ s 

president annou-
nced on Christmas 
Eve that the Central 
American country will 
move its embassy in 
Israel to Jerusalem, 
becoming the first na-
tion to follow the lead 
of U.S. President Do-
nald Trump in orde-
ring the change.

Guatemala was one 
of nine nations that 
voted with the United 
States and Israel last 
week when the U.N. 
General Assembly 
overwhelmingly adop-
ted a non-binding re-
solution denouncing 
Trump’s recognition 
of Jerusalem as Is-
rael’s capital.

Trump didn’t set 
any timetable for mo-
ving the U.S. Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jeru-
salem, and neither did 
Guatemalan President 
Jimmy Morales.

Morales said that af-

ter talks with Israeli 
Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, he 
decided to instruct 
Guatemala’s foreign 
ministry to move the 
embassy.

Palestinian Foreign 
Minister Riyad al- 
Malki criticized the 
decision, saying in a 
statement Morales 
was “dragging his 
country to the wrong 

side of history by com-
mitting a flagrant vio-
lation of international 
law.”

Al-Malki called it 
a “shameless act of 
lawlessness” and “a 
brazen act of disres-
pect and disregard” to 
international alliances 
of which Guatemala is 
part.

Guatemala and Is-
rael have long had clo-

se ties, especially in 
security matters and 
Israeli arms sales to 
Guatemala.

No other country 
has their embassy for 
Israel in Jerusalem, 
though the Czech Re-
public has said it is 
considering such a 
move.

In a statement, Ne-
tanyahu praised Mo-
rales’ decision and 
said that he was wai-
ting in Jerusalem.

“God bless you, my 
friend, President Mo-
rales,” he said. “I told 
you recently that there 
will be other countries 
that would recognize 
Jerusalem and an-
nounce the transfer 
of their embassies 
to it. Well here is the 
second country and I 
reiterate: It is only the 
beginning and it is im-
portant.”

Netanyahu has made 
great efforts to reach 
out to Latin Ameri-
ca in recent years as 
part of a campaign to 
counter longstanding 
support for the Pales-
tinians at the United 
Nations. MDT/AP

Franklin Briceno, Lima

Thousands of Peruvians 
took to the streets on Mon-

day to protest the pardon gran-
ted to former President Alberto 
Fujimori, with many calling it 
part of a backroom deal struck 
to protect the current president 
from impeachment on corrup-
tion charges.

The Sunday pardon came 
three days after abstentions 
by lawmakers from a party led 
by Fujimori’s children caused 
the failure of a vote to impea-
ch President Pedro Pablo Ku-
czynski. Fujimori, 79, was ser-
ving a 25-year sentence for the 
killings of 25 people in a cam-
paign against the leftist Shining 
Path terrorist group.

Roughly 5,000 people protes-
ted across the country carrying 
posters with elder Fujimori’s 
face and the words “murderer” 
and “thief.”

In a message to the nation late 
Monday, Kuczynski called for 
an “effort at reconciliation,” ur-
ging the protesters to “turn the 
page” and not be carried away 
by hate and “the negative emo-
tions inherited from our past.”

Kuczynski was accused of 
lying about his financial ties 

to the Brazilian construction 
giant Odebrecht, which paid 
hundreds of millions in bribes 
to public officials across Latin 
America in order to win lucra-
tive public works contracts. 
Fujimori’s powerful lawmaker 
daughter, Keiko Fujimori, led 
the impeachment drive in Con-
gress but legislators loyal to the 
ex-president’s son Kenji, also a 
lawmaker, killed the effort by 
abstaining.

Kenji Fujimori has long 
pushed for his father’s release 
from prison and Kuczynski’s 
opponents said the pardon 
was clearly payback for the 
abstentions that ended the 

impeachment drive. With Ku-
czynski under criminal inves-
tigation for his Odebrecht ties 
and weighed down by an 18 
percent approval rating, ob-
servers said his long-term po-
litical survival still appears to 
be in jeopardy.

“The pardon opens a Pan-
dora’s Box — the haste with 
which it was taken makes Ku-
czynski even more vulnerable,” 
said Jose Carlos Requena, an 
analyst with political consul-
ting firm 50+1.

Kuczynski’s business, 
Westfield Capital, received 
USD782,000 from Odebrecht 
more than a decade ago. Ku-

czynski had denied any ties to 
the company until the evidence 
was made public this year. He 
later said that none of the con-
tracts in question contained his 
signature and he had no know-
ledge of the payments.

Fujimori, president from 1990 
to 2000, is remembered both 
for stabilizing the economy and 
defeating the Shining Path; and 
for human rights violations and 
corruption.

He was moved to a clinic Sa-
turday for what his doctors 
said was heart arrhythmia. His 
supporters said he would re-
main there until he was healthy 
enough to leave. AP

pope calls for holy land peace

lamenting “the 
winds of war” blowing 
around the world, Pope 
Francis in his traditional 
Christmas message on 
Monday called for peace 
for Jerusalem and the 
Holy Land. He prayed, 
“that the will to resume 
dialogue may prevail 
between the parties and 

that a negotiated solution 
can finally be reached, 
one that would allow the 
peaceful coexistence of 
two states within mutual-
ly agreed and internation-
ally recognized borders.” 
About 50,000 faithful 
packed St. Peter’s square 
for the pope’s annual 
message.

Former president of Peru, Alberto Fujimori
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TV canal macau

cinema

what’s ON ...
The Golden Parade –ImPerIal WeaPonry 
from The Palace museum
TIme: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (Closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
unTIl: March 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admIssIon: Free
enquIrIes: (853) 8791 9814

Teamlab fuTure Park
TIme: 1:30pm-10pm (Mondays to Fridays)
           10:30am-10pm (Saturdays, Sundays and 
public holidays; 90 mintues per session, maximum 
capacity is 150 people at one time)
unTIl: February 28, 2018 
Venue: MGM Art Space 
admIssIon: MOP150 (MOP120 for Macau 
residents; free admission for children aged 2 or 
under) 

dIscoVer macau: museum of TaIPa and 
coloane hIsTory
TIme: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 8988 4000

a Promenade In The small cITy: an 
IllusTraTIon exhIbITIon of The macau 
culTural and creaTIVe maP 
TIme: 11am-10pm 
unTIl: December 31, 2017 
Venue: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 2836 6866

affecTIon for loTus – exhIbITIon of PaInTInG 
and callIGraPhy for The 100Th bIrThday of 
Jao TsunG-I
TIme: 10am-6pm (Last admission at 17:30; closed 
on Mondays; open on public holidays)
unTIl: December 31, 2017 
Venue: Jao Tsung-I Academy 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 2852 2523

laI chI Vun rebIrTh—arTWorks exhIbITIon 
of laI chI Vun shIPyards area
TIme: 11am-10pm
unTIl: December 31, 2017
Venue: Lakeside Gallery, Anim’Arte Nam Van
admIssIon: Free
enquIres: (853) 2836 6866

this day in history

Urban scientists and Paris foodies are getting excited 
about a bizarre discovery atop a hotel near the Eiffel Tower: 
the first-ever wild truffle growing in the French capital.

It’s just one 25-gram winter truffle. But truffles normally 
sprout only in limited areas of southern Europe, and are so 
rare that the most prized versions can sell for thousands of 
euros per kilogram.

The National Museum of National History, which confir-
med the discovery last week, called it a “beautiful exam-
ple” of environmental benefits of rooftop gardens sprouting 
across Paris and other cities.

Urban ecology researcher Frederic Madre described on 
France-Info television finding the mushroom beneath a 
hornbeam tree at the Mercure Paris Centre hotel.

This truffle was donated to science — but the hotel is 
already hoping to be able to offer homegrown truffles to 
diners someday.

 Offbeat
wild truffle grows on paris 
rooftop, in scientific mystery

Thousands of people are flocking to cinemas in the 
UK to watch the long-awaited blockbuster, Star Wars 
- a movie which is already setting US box offices 
alight.

Bracing the cold weather, young and old queued 
from 0700 GMT in London at the Dominion, and Lei-
cester Square cinemas, to snatch up non-reserved 
tickets which are otherwise booked until March.

Star Wars, which was first released in America se-
ven months ago, has taken audiences by storm and 
outstripped last year’s blockbuster Jaws to gross 
$156m (£108m) at the box office.

Carrie Fisher, Sir Alec Guiness and little known Har-
rison Ford star in this fairytale set in space.

Produced by Gary Kurtz, written and directed by 
George Lucas who directed American Graffitti, the 
U-classified sci-fi film is a classic epic of good ver-
sus evil.

It has enthralled audiences under a dazzle of spe-
cial effects with wizards, heroes, monsters in “a ga-
laxy far, far away”.

The 900 people involved in the film included giants, 
dwarfs, artists and the man who built machines for 
James Bond.

Many of the optical special effects were developed 
in California by Industrial Light and Magic, a George 
Lucas company. The on-stage special effects were 
put together at Elstree studios in Britain.

Filming took the cast to Tunisia, Death Valley Cali-
fornia, Guatemala and the EMI soundstage at Elstree.

The build-up and hype has led to store wars over 
Star Wars with products including T-shirts, sweets, 
jig-saw puzzle, watches and food to name but a few.

Mr Lucas has published a paperback version and 
Marvel comics have produced a special edition to 
meet the thirst for Star Wars’ merchandise.

But for those queuing today nothing will satisfy 
them but a chance to see the film itself - easy targets 
for touts trying to sell £2.20 tickets for £30.

courtesy BBc news

1977 star wars fever hits 
          britain

in context
The low-budget film, which George Lucas feared would be a 
flop, originally took £294.29m worldwide. In an inflation-ad-
justed tally the film comes second only to Gone With The 
Wind, with an international gross of £975,743,340.
It became a worldwide phenomenon and was followed by The 
Empire Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi both released in 
quick succession, securing the film in movie history.
The original three films were based on parts 4, 5, and 6 of 
screen plays Lucas had written on the same theme. The orig-
inal Star Wars movie was turned into a novel by Alan Dean 
Foster.
Fans waited almost 20 years to see one of the “prequels” to 
these - parts 1, 2 and 3 - which were withheld because Lucas 
wanted to wait until special effects were more sophisticated.
In 1999 the first of these prequels, The Phantom Menace, was 
released and three years later the Attack of the Clones hit the 
screens. In 2005 the third episode, Revenge of the Sith, was 
released.

13:00
13:30
15:00
15:35
17:20
18:25
19:15
19:50
20:30 
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15
00:50

TDM News (Repeated)
RTPi News (Delayded Broadscast)
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
TDM Interview (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

cineteatro
21 dec - 27 dec

JuManJi: welCoMe to the Jungle
room 1
2:00, 8:00, 10:00pm
director: Jake kasdan
starring: dwayne Johnson, Jack black, karen gillan, kevin 
hart    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 119 min

paddington 2
room 1
4:15, 6:10pm
room 3
2:30pm
director: paul king
starring: hugh bonneville, sally hawkins, hugh grant    
language: Cantonese (english) 
duration: 103 min

star wars episode viii
room 2
2:00, 4:45, 9:30pm
room 3
6:45pm
director: rian Johnson
starring: daisy ridley, John boyega, Mark hamill    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 150 min

the greatest showMan
room 2
7:30pm
room 3
4:30, 9:30pm
director: Michael gracey
starring: hugh Jackman, Zac efron, Michelle williams, 
Zendaya    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 105 min
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aCross: 1- Complaint; 8- Vegetable appliance; 15- Subscription 
continuation; 16- Steak ___; 17- on the l ine; 18- Miscarriage; 19- 
Diarist AnaÃ¯s; 20- Head supporters; 22- Riyadh resident; 23- ___ 
whim; 24- Straddling; 26- Clear (of) ;  27- Yuri’s love; 29- Got up; 30- 
Nerve network; 31- Aversion; 34- Swaps; 36- Job detai l ,  brief ly; 37- 
Notable exploit,  legal document; 38- Sweeping implements; 41- Acts; 
45- Enl ist again; 46- End-of-workweek shout; 48- Tidy, without fault; 
49- Thunder Bay’s prov.; 50- Mental impression; 53- Links org.; 54- 
Grassy plain; 56- ___ of Two Cit ies; 57- Rule, for short; 58- Quantit ies; 
60- Sampling; 62- Writ ing space; 63- International accord; 64- Values 
highly; 65- Morning l ight?;
 
down:  1- Breakfast food; 2- Related to the back of the eye; 3- 
Untangle; 4- Assembled; 5- Afr ican 
sir;  6- HoMES, e.g.; 7- Charged; 8- 
Equil ibrium; 9- Bar bi l l ;  10- Uneven, 
as i f  gnawed away; 11- Razor brand; 
12- Ripe; 13- Learned; 14- Dwells; 
21- McDonald’s founder Ray; 25- 
Prevent; 28- Greek fabulist;  30- 
Radioactive gas; 32- LP speed; 
33- Beau ___; 35- TKo cal ler; 
37- Beaten; 38- Elaborate fabric; 
39- Christens anew; 40- Farthest 
out; 41- Ancient Briton; 42- Later 
edit ion; 43- Purpl ish red; 44- Totter; 
47- Understands; 50- Florence’s ___ 
Vecchio; 51- Primary strategy; 52- 
Irr i table; 55- Vomit; 59- Male turkey; 
61- Your, to Yves;

THE BorN LoSEr by Chip SansomYoUr STArS
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Friday’s solution

CroSSWorDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBErS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
psp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHEr

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

-1
1
2
4
-8

 overcast/sleet
 moderate rain

 drizzle
 drizzle

 flurry

-5
-24
-4
10
0
-4
5
9
8
4
7
3
6
18
15
18

0
-13
1
-6
6
14
8
11
19
6
9
6
8
21
20
20

1
3
8
6
-2

 cloudy/overcast
 clear/cloudy

 overcast/flurry
 cloudy
 cloudy

 clear
 overcast
 overcast

 clear
 drizzle

 overcast/drizzle
 drizzle/overcast

 drizzle
 drizzle

 overcast
 cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Think of yourself as a visionary for 
now - someone whose thoughts are 
so far ahead of the game, people just 
stare in wonder. Put those thoughts 
into action! Organize a group and 
turn your ideas into reality.

April 20-May 20
Some news comes your way that you 
may not know quite what to do with. 
It likely puts you in the position 
of making a sudden decision, so 
be ready. There are several factors 
underlying the situation.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’re usually one of the last ones 
to take things seriously, especially 
if there’s any way to have some fun. 
Right now, though, your keen instincts 
have informed you that something 
needs to be done right away.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today things seem a bit too cerebral 
to your more intuitive, emotional 
soul. That may feel like a challenge, 
but the one thing you can be sure of 
today is that there’s always a way to 
turn a challenge into a success.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If you love something let it go - if 
it comes back to you, it was always 
yours. As you struggle through 
today’s power issues, think about 
that old chestnut. Are you holding 
on too tightly?

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You know how things should be 
done, and you have a plan for 
everything. Still, it might be time 
to observe how others make their 
lives work because they’re doing 
something different.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
On a day like today, you can pretty 
much just sit back and let fun and 
romance come to you. You should 
enjoy yourself even more if you 
make an effort to get out there and 
see and be seen.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You might want to take out your 
walking shoes, as you are sure 
to need to take a few breathers 
throughout the day. Life at home 
is a little less harmonious than you 
would like.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Someone new has piqued your 
interest, but rather than just sitting 
there imagining talking with them, 
you need to scoot over and make a 
move. You don’t even need a line or 
a good excuse.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Whatever you have planned today 
is unlikely to turn out quite as you 
had hoped. If you spend the free 
time that opens up planning for 
your future instead, you should be 
quite successful.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When was the last time you felt 
so alive? Put that energy to good 
use! Your options are limitless, so 
whether you want to treat yourself 
to something nice or be generous 
to those around you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
This is your kind of day! You get to 
instigate all the good trouble you 
want, and people are sure to follow 
along. You’re full of good energy, 
and your inspiring ideas are exactly 
what those around you need.

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad
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English football has 
never seen a team so ut-
terly dominant as Man-
chester City entering the 

packed Christmas program.
There seems little doubt Pep 

Guardiola will be raising the Pre-
mier League trophy for the first 
time in May. It is just a question 
of when City will wrap up its 
third title since 2014, and how 
many records will tumble on the 
way.

City has already reeled off the 
most consecutive English top-fli-
ght wins — a record extended at 
the weekend to 17 games.

Manchester United’s record 
Premier League title-winning 
margin of 18 points from 2000 
could also be under threat. And 
England could be looking at its 
third unbeaten “Invincibles” 
team after Preston in 1888-89 
and Arsenal in 2003-04.

So it doesn’t bode well for a 
compelling second half of the 
Premier League season? Think 
again.

The chase for the other three 
Champions League spots shou-
ld be fierce with eight points 
separating second-place Man-
chester United and Arsenal in 
sixth. Chelsea, Liverpool and 
Tottenham are in the mix among 
them. Two leading sides will fall 
by the wayside and be denied a 
place among the European elite.

The battle to stay in the world’s 
richest soccer league is also in-
tense. No team is stranded at the 
bottom, with Swansea in 20th 
place only six points behind Sou-
thampton in 13th.

A closer look at the first half of 
the season:

title race
City leads by 13 points at the 

halfway stage after winning 18 
of its 19 games and drawing one 
in the best ever start to a Pre-
mier League season. The only 
dropped points came at home to 
Everton in the second game on 
Aug. 21, when City played more 
than a half with 10 men following 
Kyle Walker’s sending-off.

Guardiola won the Bundesli-
ga with Bayern Munich in late 
March in 2014 — aided by a 
winning streak of 19 games ne-

ver before seen in a major Euro-
pean league.

It will be tough for Guardiola to 
win the title that early in England 
as he chases a quadruple after 
finishing his first season at the 
club without a trophy. City is al-
ready through to the League Cup 
semifinals, into the Champions 
League last 16 and begins its FA 
Cup campaign in two weeks.

Man United is in second place, 
with defending champion Chel-
sea three points further back 
in third. United manager Jose 
Mourinho says the title race is 
still on, but the rest of his peers 
among the chasing pack don’t 
see City faltering now.

It will be intriguing how Mou-

rinho reacts to be seeing his tit-
le ambitions further fade in his 
second season at United, having 
already opted to publicly call out 
his “childish” players after a draw 
at Leicester on Saturday.

emerging talent
Amid an offseason of record 

spending in English soccer, litt-
le was made of Watford signing 
Richarlison from Brazilian team 
Fluminense for 13 million pou-
nds (USD17 million).

Yet the 20-year-old forward 
is proving a bargain, settling in 
quickly to the pace and intensity 
of the Premier League and being 
one of the key factors in Wat-
ford’s impressive start to the sea-

son that, at one stage, saw them 
challenging around the top four.

Richarlison told ESPN Brazil 
this month: “Teams are already 
marking me individually, they 
are putting two players there on 
my side.”

Chelsea and Tottenham have 
been linked with the Brazil under- 
20s player, who has yet to earn a 
call-up to the senior squad. That 
appears only a matter of time.

Other players to break through 
this season are Chelsea’s Andreas 
Christensen, the Danish center 
back who has ousted David Luiz, 
and Liverpool’s Joe Gomez, the 
right back who has ensured long- 
term injury absentee Nathaniel 
Clyne hasn’t been missed.

surprise team
An unfashionable club is mi-

xing it with the heavyweights of 
the Premier League against all 
the odds. We’ve heard this befo-
re, right?

Two years ago, it was Leicester 
delivering a soccer fairy tale by 
somehow winning the league. 
Now it’s Burnley’s turn to pro-
vide the feel-good story of the 
season.

Widely regarded as a relega-
tion candidate at the start of 
the season, Burnley is currently 
seventh. Don’t rule Burnley out 
of staying in the tussle for the 
Champions League qualification 
places, with Liverpool only three 
points better off in fourth. The 
northwest team hasn’t finished a 
season higher than sixth place in 
the top flight since 1974.

Burnley, which has conceded 
just 15 goals in 19 games, has al-
ready beaten Chelsea away and 
drawn at Tottenham and Liver-
pool. Not bad for a team that 
returned a profit of about $20 
million in summer player sales 
when most of the rest of the Pre-
mier League was spending freely.

points to proVe
In the dugout, these are testing 

times for two British managers: 
Alan Pardew and Mark Hughes.

Pardew succeeded Tony Pulis 
a month ago with a mission to 
keep West Bromwich Albion in 
the Premier League. Then the 
Baggies were two points above 
the bottom three. Now they are 
next-from-bottom after collec-
ting only two points from Par-
dew’s first five games.

Hughes’ future appears on a 
knife-edge at Stoke despite a 
pressure-relieving victory over 
West Brom on Saturday that 
hauled the team three points 
from the danger zone. MDT/AP

FooTBAll | EPl

Matter of when Man City wins 
title and how many records fall

Manchester City’s Sergio Aguero (left) celebrates with teammates after scoring during an English Premier League football match
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russia officials should 
review opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny’s  
calls for an election 
boycott to see if they 
might be breaking the 
law, the Kremlin said 
yesterday, hinting 
at possible legal 
repercussions.

serbia has extradited a 
Kurdish political activist 
who sought asylum 
in Serbia after fleeing 
Turkey where he was 
sentenced to 15 years 
in prison, a lawyer said 
yesterday.

gerMany Police 
in Berlin say a man 
crashed a car into 
the entrance area of 
the country’s Social 
Democratic Party at 
midnight on Christmas 
Eve.

franCe Critics 
contend that President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
increasingly tough 
policy on migrants — 
though wrapped in a 
cloak of goodwill — 
contradicts his image 
as a humanist who 
defeated an anti-
immigrant populist for 
the presidency. his 
government is ramping 
up expulsions, raising 
pressure on economic 
migrants and allowing 
divisive ID checks in 
emergency shelters.

peru Thousands 
of Peruvians took 
to the streets on 
Monday to protest 
the pardon granted 
to former President 
Alberto Fujimori, with 
many calling it part 
of a backroom deal 
struck to protect the 
current president 
from impeachment on 
corruption charges. 
More on p14

guateMala’s president 
announced on Christmas 
Eve that the Central 
American country will 
move its embassy in 
Israel to Jerusalem, 
becoming the first 
nation to follow the lead 
of U.S. President Donald 
Trump in ordering the 
change. More on p14
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BUZZ
THE Got tips? Hurry! tHey’re still 

wortH usD10m to robbeD museum
A hot tip could still earn you a cool USD10 

million from a Boston museum desperate to re-
cover a trove of missing masterpieces. But you’d 
better hurry.

Midnight Dec. 31 is the deadline to collect a dou-
bled reward being offered for information leading 
to the recovery of 13 works worth an estimated 
$500 million — including paintings by Degas, 
Manet, Rembrandt and Vermeer — stolen in 1990 
from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum.

So far, no takers.
That’s a big disappointment to the museum and 

the FBI, which still hasn’t managed to solve the 
largest art heist in U.S. history. Both had hoped 
the enhanced reward would spur a flurry of fresh 
leads. Instead, it’s been like watching paint dry.

“Right now we’re laser-focused on this deadli-
ne,” said museum spokeswoman Kathy Sharpless. 
“Clearly there’s a sense of urgency on our part. We 
want our paintings back.”

opinion
World Views
Mohamed A. El-Erian, Bloomberg

Actress Heather 
Menzies-Urich, who 

played one of the singing 
von Trapp children in the 
hit 1965 film, “The Sound of 
Music,” has died. She was 
68.

Her son, actor Ryan Uri-
ch, told Variety that his 
mother died late Sunday in 
Frankford (Monday in Ma-
cau), Ontario. She recently 
had been diagnosed with 
brain cancer.

“She was an actress, a 
ballerina and loved living 
her life to the fullest,” Urich 
said.

Menzies-Urich played 
Louisa von Trapp, the third- 

oldest of the seven von 
Trapp children, in the film 
adaptation of the Rodgers 
and Hammerstein musical 
that starred Julie Andrews 
and Christopher Plummer.

“The Sound of Music” cap-
tured five Academy Awards, 
including best picture.

“Heather was part of ‘the 
family.’ There is really no 
other way to describe the 
members of the cast of the 
movie of ‘The Sound of Mu-
sic,’” Ted Chapin, president 
and chief creative officer of 
the Rodgers and Hammers-
tein Organization, said in a 
statement.

A Toronto native, Men-

zies-Urich’s other film cre-
dits include “Hawaii” and 
“Piranha.” On television, 
she appeared as a fugitive 
in “Logan’s Run” and had 
guest spots on “Dragnet,” 
‘’Bonanza,” ‘’Marcus Wel-
by, M.D.” and other series.

Variety reports that Men-
zies-Urich is survived by 
two other children, several 
grandchildren and a great 
grandchild.

Her husband, actor Ro-
bert Urich, died in 2002. 
After his death, Menzies- 
Urich established the Ro-
bert Urich Foundation to 
raise funds for cancer re-
search. AP

‘Sound of Music’ actress 
Heather Menzies-Urich 
dies at 68

on the waves. The supermaxi Black Jack passes the heads of Sydney Harbour during the 
start of the Sydney Hobart yacht race in Sydney yesterday. The 630-nautical mile race had 

102 yachts starting in the race to the island state of Tasmania.
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This could be biTcoin’s 
momenT of TruTh

Bitcoin has had a terrific year overall, 
thanks to a small but dedicated set of be-
lievers in the disruptive power of cryptocur-
rencies who have also enabled many other 
individual investors to participate in the eye- 
popping phenomenon. 

Yet after bitcoin’s value fell by more than a 
third in just a few days last week, and as ex-
changes struggle to cope with all the investor 
activity, the market finds itself at an impor-
tant juncture - perhaps even a defining one. 
Either this sharp price correction will act as 
a catalyst for expanding what, until now, has 
been quite limited institutional involvement in 
this market - or it will become a stage in the 
deflation of a remarkable and historic asset 
bubble.

Bitcoin hit several milestones as it surged 
from around USD1,000 at the beginning of the 
year to a record of nearly $20,000 last week 
- from the introduction of bitcoin futures tra-
ding on the CBOE and CME to the emergen-
ce of specialized investment products. Most 
importantly, these events fueled a growing 
appreciation of the potential of blockchain 
technology, the innovation underlying bitcoin.

Also notable is what has failed to happen. 
At least until now, with the exception of Chi-

na, bitcoins have yet to attract the type of 
government intervention and regulation you 
might expect on the basis of traditional con-
cerns about consumer protection, money lau-
ndering and other criminal activity, and even 
financial stability.

Also absent is a significant erosion in what, 
as illustrated by recent data from the U.S. 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, 
remains a notably segmented investor base. 
The “longs” - that is, those who bought bit-
coins outright, either as an investment or as 
a trade - are dominated by individual (“retail”) 
investors; the “shorts” - those who sold in an-
ticipation of covering their position profitably 
at a lower price - are anchored by a more 
professional class of market participants. 

Meanwhile, large institutional investors 
(such as traditional mutual funds, Wall Street 
banks and established hedge funds) have 
generally remained on the sidelines, even 
though their involvement is key to bitcoin’s 
sustainability.

After bitcoin experienced one of the biggest 
roller-coaster weeks in its young history, the 
most important question facing it is whether 
the recent price correction will prove to be 
what market participants refer to as “healthy” 
- specifically, one that serves to shake out 
excessive irrational exuberance, provides for 
the entry of institutional investors, encoura-
ges the development of market-deepening 
products, and widens and balances out the 
investor base and the product offering.

Were this to occur, it would help bitcoin - as 
well as its growing universe of cryptocurren-
cy peers - develop deeper structural roots, 
reduce the probability of a heavy-handed re-
gulatory response, and lower the threat of a 
price crash.

Absent this, not even the deep commitment 
of true believers will be enough to protect in-
dividual retail investors who would end up ex-
periencing a price appreciation and collapse 
that would rival even the biggest investment 
bubbles in history.

In this 2015 file photo, Heather Menzies-Urich (from left), Kym Karath and Debbie Turner, cast members in the 
classic film “The Sound of Music,” pose together before a 50th anniversary screening of the film in LA


