
In partnership with Syndicated articles from 

Edition 2845 FT   |  17 Jul 2017© The Financial Times Limited 2016. All Rights Reserved. Not to be redistributed, copied or modified in any way.

while container traffic through 
Singapore stagnates.

For many analysts, these set-
backs are signs of deeper prob-
lems. Manu Bhaskaran, a Singa-
pore-based partner at Centennial 
Group, an economic consultancy, 
says: “The single biggest chal-
lenge to Singapore is the value 
proposition, which is a combina-
tion of competitiveness - includ-
ing costs - and how the city has 
chosen to position itself.”

Pointing to Hong Kong’s ca-
pacity to use mainland China as a 
base for low-cost manufacturing 
and to stoke demand, he adds: 
“Rivals such as Bangkok and 
Hong Kong are gaining econ-
omies of scale and scope from 
their increased integration with 
dynamic immediate hinterlands, 
something which we simply do 
not have.”

Singapore is grappling with a 
confluence of negative trends. 
The city-state has one of the low-
est birth rates in the world, at 1.2 
births per woman according to 
the World Bank, while the flow of 
migrant labor has been tightened 
in the face of popular discontent.

The resulting labor crunch has 
meant that nominal wage growth, 
at more than 3 per cent annually 
since 2010, has raced ahead of 
productivity growth, which has 
languished at about 0.4 per cent 
for the past five years, according 
to research from Maybank.

High costs have made invest-
ment in Singapore less attractive. 
Singapore saw a 13 per cent drop 
in foreign direct investment in-
flows last year, falling to $62bn, 
the lowest level since 2012, ac-
cording to Unctad, the UN trade 

and development agency.
Government advisers fear the 

rise of nativist politics across 
the world will be particularly 
damaging for Singapore, which 
relies on external demand for 
two-thirds of GDP. An advisory 
economic panel to the govern-
ment warned of a “dark shift in 
mood” away from globalization, 
in a report published in Febru-
ary. “The anti-globalization trend 
will undermine international 
trade, hurting all countries, but 
particularly small open ones like 
Singapore,” it said.

Singapore has adapted to 
change in the past. In the 1990s, 
it shifted focus from manufac-
turing to chemicals and electron-
ics, and developed biomedical 
science, an industry that now 
accounts for about 5 per cent of 
GDP, according to the Economic 
Development Board, a govern-
ment agency. But the speed of 
technological disruption presents 
it with an unprecedented chal-
lenge.

Business people and analysts 
fear that Singapore’s homegrown 
workforce lacks the flexibility to 
adapt to change in sectors like 
law and accounting, where some 
functions are likely to be trans-
formed by artificial intelligence.

“The general workforce in Sin-
gapore is great,” says Declan 
O’Sullivan, managing director 
of Kerry Consulting, a recruit-
ment agency. “But their greatest 
strength is adherence to pro-
cess, teamwork and a work eth-
ic. Where process is automated, 
the role of human capital must be 
to add value in terms of creative 
thinking.” Singapore’s policy-

that the country needed to be-
have more humbly because it is 
a small state that lacks leaders of 
Lee Kuan Yew’s stature.

“We are now in the post-Lee 
Kuan Yew era. Sadly, we will 
probably never again have an-
other globally respected states-
man like Mr Lee,” he said. “As 
a result, we should change our 
behavior significantly.”

The headline figures do not 
look too bad for Singapore. The 
central bank predicts growth in 
gross domestic product of 3 per 
cent this year. The unemploy-
ment rate for residents remains 
at 3.2 per cent in the first quarter.

But it has faced a series of 
alarming indicators about the 
key components of its economy. 
Singapore Airlines, once the pas-
senger airline industry’s paceset-
ter for innovation and standards 
of luxury, reported an unexpect-
ed quarterly loss in May after 
coming under intensifying pres-
sure from competitors; the Sin-
gapore stock exchange has seen 
only two initial public offerings 
on its main board this year, the 
bigger of these raising SGD174m 
(USD126m); and container vol-
umes at Singapore’s port - still 
the world’s second busiest - were 
flat year on year.

The rise of China is a common 
theme behind many of Singa-
pore’s pressure points. The flag 
carrier has suffered as Chinese 
tourists take domestic airlines 
on nonstop flights rather than 
stop over in Singapore; main-
land Chinese companies have 
preferred Hong Kong to Singa-
pore for their listings; and the 
port of Shanghai is booming 

Since it unexpectedly became an 
independent state in 1965, Singa-
pore has achieved extraordinary 
wealth by leveraging its strategic 
location, specializing in niche in-
dustries and promoting itself as a 
neutral and efficient hub which 
connects Asia to the rest of the 
world.

Yet in the era of Donald Trump 
as US president, Singapore wor-
ries how a small nation that has 
thrived in an era of trade liberal-
ization and openness will prosper 
if globalization starts to go into 
reverse. And its leaders fret that 
its advantages are slowly disap-
pearing in the face of competi-
tion from a more prosperous and 
assertive China.

The growing doubts in Singa-
pore about both its leadership 
and direction were captured in 
an article by Kishore Mahbubani, 
an academic and former diplomat 
for the city-state, who argued 

By Jeevan Vasagar

To those who criticized the gen-
erous salaries offered to his min-
isters, Lee Kuan Yew - the poli-
tician credited with transforming 
Singapore from a resource-poor 
tropical port into one of Asia’s 
wealthiest nations - had a simple 
retort.

“You know, the cure for all this 
talk is really a good dose of in-
competent government,” Singa-
pore’s founding father remarked 
in 2007, a reflection of his fear 
that standards would slip. “You 
get that alternative and you’ll 
never put Singapore together 
again: Humpty Dumpty cannot 
be put together again.”

Two years after his death, an 
outbreak of feuding among the 
Lee children has highlighted 
fault lines in the gleaming city-
state he shaped. In a very public 
row that has captivated Singapor-
eans, Lee Hsien Loong, the prime 
minister and son of the found-
ing leader, has been accused by 
younger brother Lee Hsien Yang 
and sister Lee Wei Ling of failing 
to honor their father’s wishes and 
harboring dynastic ambitions for 
his own son.

The dispute has focused atten-
tion on the tight circle of power 
in Singapore, where the state has 
become enmeshed with a single 
family. In a country that prides 
itself on meritocracy, Lee Kuan 
Yew’s son is only the third prime 
minister, and his son’s wife Ho 
Ching heads Temasek, the sover-
eign wealth fund.

The Lee family drama has come 
at a time when the city-state was 
undergoing a crisis of confidence. 
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Battle for the soul of Singapore

The dispute 
has focused 

attention on 
the tight circle 
of power in 
Singapore, 
where the state 
has become 
enmeshed with 
a single family

In this Sunday, March 29, 2015, file photo, the family members of the late Lee Kuan Yew arrive with his portrait 
at the start of the state funeral Former Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew pictured in August 2013
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makers are conscious of the risks 
but analysts say government in-
centives to innovate have often 
been poorly targeted. Govern-
ment funding to tech start-ups has 
lacked discernment and thrown a 
lifeline to many slow-growing 
“zombie” businesses, according 
to researchers at the National 
University of Singapore.

A Productivity and Innovation 
Credit scheme, unveiled in the 
2010 budget, has been plagued 
by widespread fraud. Among 
those convicted was a director 
of a company that makes robotic 
ice-cream kiosks, who was fined 
in April for wrongfully obtaining 
a SGD60,000 payout.

Singapore was a pioneer of glo-
balization at a time when much 
of Asia was closed for busi-
ness, either under communism 
or doctrines of state-backed and 
self-reliant capitalism. Now, its 
business leaders are preoccupied 
by the threat of digital disruption 
from China; citing the rise of 

online payment services such as 
Alipay and Weixin Pay as a long-
term threat to Singapore’s banks.

But the city-state retains power-
ful advantages, analysts say, citing 
the stability of its governance in an 
uncertain region, the depth of pro-
fessional skills and the rigour of its 
education system.

Tax incentives, including tem-
porary rates as low as 5 per cent 
for companies setting up regional 
headquarters, its efficient infra-
structure and the high quality of 
life on offer to expatriates also 
appeal. Western executives dis-
miss the notion of basing them-
selves elsewhere, noting the 
1MDB scandal in neighboring 
Malaysia and Indonesia’s jailing 
of its most prominent Christian 
politician.

Ho Kwon Ping, executive 
chairman of Singapore-based ho-
tel operator Banyan Tree Hold-
ings, even argues that the an-
ti-globalization trend may play to 
the country’s advantage.

“People have begun to realize 
that locating in an area that is 
volatile like the UAE and [Gulf] 
economies might not be so great 
as it once seemed, while a bigger 
country has national politics,” 
Mr Ho said, citing the impact of 
Brexit on banks based in London. 
“Our small size and stability be-
comes an advantage; a safe haven 
in stormy times.”

But for the first time, a spell of 
economic weakness is coinciding 
with a time of broader political 
vulnerability. The Lee family, 
which has overseen Singapore 

since independence, has been 
split by the infighting over the 
legacy of the country’s founding 
father.

The trigger for the dispute, 
which has simmered since Mr 
Lee’s death in March 2015, is 
the family home, a bungalow 
near Orchard Road that the coun-
try’s first prime minister wanted 
demolished after his death. Lee 
Hsien Loong, the current prime 
minister, has recused himself 
from a committee set up to con-
sider the fate of the house, but his 
siblings accuse him of conspiring 
to maintain it in an effort to feed 
off his father’s credibility. He has 
denied the various allegations 
levelled by his siblings.

The conflict has arisen as Sin-
gapore prepares for a transition 
to a new generation of leaders, 
the first with no direct memories 
of the country’s colonial past. 
The premier is serving his third 
term and is due to step down after 
the next general election, due by 
April 2021.

The dispute has sharply divid-
ed opinion in Singapore, splitting 
loyalists to the prime minister 
from those who believe a dying 
man’s wishes must be fulfilled.

Michael Barr, author of The 
Ruling Elite of Singapore, sug-
gests that political mismanage-
ment has magnified the impact of 
the Lee family feud. The current 
leader, who took office in 2004, 
presided over a surge in Singa-

pore’s migrant population, which 
powered key industries such as 
rig-building but also caused dis-
quiet among citizens.

After its narrowest-ever elec-
tion victory in May 2011, the 
ruling People’s Action party was 
forced to confront public anger 
over housing costs, overcrowd-
ing on public transport and a per-
ceived over-reliance on migrant 
labour.

Mr Barr says: “The only rea-
son Lee Hsien Loong is so keen 
on maintaining links with his 
father is that his government’s 
own record has been so weak and 
patchy. After he took over, im-
migration increased by a drastic 
amount and they let infrastruc-
ture slide.”

Recognizing the risks of a 
long-running feud, the young-
er Lee siblings offered to call a 
truce last week, agreeing to an 
offer by the prime minister to 
settle the affair privately. But the 
squabble has raised uncomfort-
able questions. Until now, Sin-
gapore’s leaders have vigilant-
ly defended their reputation in 
court - successfully suing foreign 
media, local bloggers and oppo-
sition politicians for claims that 
cast the slightest shadow on their 
integrity.

But on this occasion, the alle-
gations of nepotism arose from 
within the family, leaving its 
rulers in a bind; attempting to 
gag the prime minister’s siblings 
would vindicate their claims of 
oppression, while doing nothing 
would imply that the Lee family 
enjoys privileged status.

“Three generations is about the 
conventional lifespan a family 
business tends to last before the 
grandchildren start squabbling,” 
Mr Barr says.

Copyright The Financial Times 
Limited 2017

Three generations is about 
the conventional lifespan 

a family business tends to last 
before the grandchildren start 
squabbling.

MICHAEL BARR
AUTHOR OF THE RULING ELITE OF SINGAPORE

Foreign policy: ‘Poisonous shrimp’ 
seeks balance in changing world

Singapore’s bout of anxiety has spread to foreign re-
lations. Uncertainty over US policy in Asia, especially 
since the start of the Trump administration, and an in-
creasingly assertive China has left the city-state strug-
gling to maintain its traditional balancing act between 
east and west.

That was highlighted late last year when nine Sin-
gaporean armored vehicles - returning from training 
in Taiwan, which Beijing regards as a breakaway 
province - were impounded in Hong Kong. The ve-
hicles were only returned after a two-month stand-off 
in which China condemned Singapore’s relations with 
Taiwan and privately offered its military the use of 
Hainan Island as an alternative training base, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the talks. The offer was 
declined.

Singapore, a nation so preoccupied with its vulnerabili-
ty that it spends about one in three tax dollars on defense, 

has been emollient in response to Beijing’s forcefulness. 
At the Shangri-La Dialogue, the annual security forum 
in June, Ng Eng Hen, Singapore’s defense minister, crit-
icized Mr Trump for abandoning the Trans-Pacific Part-
nership, a trade deal, and praised China’s “plans to be a 
leader for trade in the Asia-Pacific region”.

Describing it as “an eternal rule of geopolitics”, 
Kishore Mahbubani, a former diplomat, argues “small 
states must behave like small states”. He adds that coun-
tries such as Singapore need to “exercise discretion. We 
should be very restrained in commenting on matters in-
volving great powers.”

His remarks run counter to Lee Kuan Yew’s security 
doctrine. The founding prime minister said Singapore 
had a vested interest in upholding an international rule of 
law and, in a world where big fish preyed on small ones, 
it should be a “poisonous shrimp” - fierce and indigest-
ible to predators.

Singapore’s Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
Thousands lined an almost 10-mile stretch of central Singapore in driving rain as the city bode farewell first 
prime minister Lee Kuan Yew

Battle for the soul of Singapore (continued)
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 The 
centerpiece of 
Genting’s U.S. 
expansion is 
the 3,000-room 
Resorts World 
Las Vegas

 Like other 
casino 
operators, 
Genting is trying 
to develop 
properties 
in densely 
populated areas

Bruce Einhorn, Christopher Palmeri 
and Sterling Wong

LAS Vegas will be get-
ting its first new casino 
on the Strip in a deca-
de. And the only casi-

no currently operating in New 
York City, at the Aqueduct Ra-
cetrack in Queens, is being up-
graded to include a 400-room 
hotel with a celebrity-chef res-
taurant.

They’re both part of the 
huge U.S. expansion plans 
of the Genting Group, a Ma-
laysian conglomerate that’s 
seeking to move beyond 
its Asian roots - not just in 
New York and Las Vegas, 
but in Miami and suburban 
Massachusetts as well. Gen-
ting announced Thursday it 
was breaking ground on the 
USD400 million project near 
New York’s John F. Kennedy 
International Airport. Gen-
ting’s affiliate, Empire Resor-
ts Inc., also plans to open a 
USD1.2 billion casino resort 
in the Catskill mountains out-
side New York City early next 
year.

“We want to diversify the por-
tfolio, spread out the risk and 
be able to leverage internatio-

Las Vegas, New York casinos fuel 
Asian gambling’s U.S. push 

nal travel by having the right 
assets in the right cities,” said 
Edward Farrell, president of 
Genting Americas.

The centerpiece of Genting’s 
U.S. expansion is the 3,000-
room Resorts World Las Vegas, 
scheduled to open in 2020 on 
the northern end of the Las Ve-
gas Strip. Construction on the 
$4 billion project just recently 
started, Farrell said. Genting, 
which also owns the Star Crui-
ses and Crystal Cruises lines, 
bought the property in early 
2013 and said it spent the in-
tervening years working on the 
design.

The Strip hasn’t seen a ma-
jor hotel open since 2009, and 
Genting’s timing could posi-
tion it well, according to Brent 
Pirosch, director of gaming 
consulting at real estate broke-
rage CBRE Group Inc. in Las 
Vegas. The city is expanding its 
convention center and prepa-
ring to build a $1.7 billion sta-
dium for the National Football 
League’s Raiders, who will be 
moving from Oakland.

Genting’s Resorts World New 
York City generates plenty 
of proceeds. Last year it had 
gaming revenue of $826.5 
million, according to Bloom-

berg Intelligence, 13 percent 
more than Atlantic City’s bi-
ggest casino, MGM Resorts 
International’s Borgata Hotel 
Casino & Spa, and 26 percent 
more than the casino revenue 
of Wynn Resorts Ltd.’s flagship 
Las Vegas property.

Resorts World pays 70 per-
cent of the casino’s gross to 
New York State, according to 
the company, or a total of more 
than $1.9 billion to New York’s 
Lottery Education Fund since 
opening in 2011. The casino of-
fers electronic slots and other 
games but isn’t allowed to have 
live table games.

Like other casino operators, 
Genting is trying to develop 
properties in densely popula-
ted areas and sees its frequent- 

player program ultimately 
sending players to the new 
Las Vegas resort, said Michael 
Pollock, managing director of 
Spectrum Gaming Group, a 
New Jersey-based consulting 
firm that has done work for the 
company.

“You encourage your hi-
gher spending, most profita-
ble customers to stick with 
you,” Pollock said. “People in 
Queens will play more often if 
they can earn points redeemed 
in Las Vegas.”

Resorts World Catskills is 
the next leg in that effort. The 
property will feature 2,150 slot 
machines and 130 table games 
in a 100,000-square-foot casi-
no after its scheduled opening 
in March. It will include a hotel 
with 332 suites, an entertain-
ment venue with 2,000 seats, 
as well as bars, restaurants, 
pools and a spa.

Genting’s other U.S. projects 
face some daunting hurdles. 
A $1 billion project with the 
Mashpee Wampanoag tribe 
for a resort with three hotels 
and a casino, about 60 kilome-
ters south of Boston, is being 
delayed by a legal challenge. 
Genting has invested $347.4 
million in promissory notes is-

sued by the tribe, the company 
said in a filing with the Malay-
sian stock exchange on July 7, 
noting that recovery depends 
on the case’s resolution.

A plan for a casino at the site of 
the former Miami Herald buil-
ding, which Genting purchased 
for $236 million in 2011, is also 
in limbo, with state lawmakers 
balking at proposals to expand 
gaming in the city.

Farrell said there’s little rea-
son to expect the company will 
be able to move ahead. The 
downtown Miami site has at-
tracted interest from would-be 
buyers, according to Farrell, 
but the company isn’t ready to 
sell yet.

“We have had several oppor-
tunities to sell that we have 
not accepted,” he said. “We are 
going to hold on to our proper-
ty and see what happens.”

Genting’s U.S. expansion 
plans come at a time of uncer-
tainty for its casinos closer to 
home. Resorts World Mani-
la, a joint venture with Phili-
ppine-based Alliance Global 
Group Inc., has the challenge 
of winning back customers af-
ter the casino was the site of an 
arson attack in June. 

In Singapore, the group’s Re-
sorts World Sentosa has long 
lagged behind rival Las Ve-
gas Sands Corp.’s Marina Bay 
Sands in revenue. The resort, 
which slumped along with 
Macau as high-stakes players 
stayed away amid China’s cor-
ruption crackdown, is focusing 
on attracting casual gamblers 
and families instead.

“They’re trying to improve 
some of the theme parks and at-
tractions that they have, enhan-
cing their product in order to 
drive more of the masses,” said 
Margaret Huang, an analyst at 
Bloomberg Intelligence.

In Malaysia, the group has 
spent three years upgrading 
its flagship Genting Highlands 
resort, adding additional gam-
bling capacity, shopping malls, 
upscale eateries and a revam-
ped theme park. The resulting 
upswing in visitors will likely 
contribute to higher revenue 
this year, said Kristine Wong, 
an analyst at CIMB Group Hol-
dings Bhd. in Singapore. Sha-
res of Genting Malaysia Bhd. 
rose almost 1 percent Friday in 
Kuala Lumpur, and more than 
25 percent so far this year.

“The prospects are good in the 
long term,” said Wong. Bloomberg

Cable cars pass over Resorts World Sentosa, operated by Genting Singapore
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As Indonesia cuts forests, fake nature thrives

By Dita Alangkara, Jakarta

INDONESIA’S capital is lush 
with fake greenery even as the 

country is cutting down its pre-
cious tropical forests at a record 
rate.

Jakarta’s gleaming air-conditio-
ned malls have a particular fon-
dness for lifeless extravaganzas 
of plastic ferns or autumnal trees 
that don’t drop any leaves.

Construction sites are wrapped 
in screens printed with giant lea-
ves glistening with dew drops or 

the picturesque deciduous forests 
found in temperate climates. A 
new terminal at the international 
airport has a mini-jungle within 
its cavernous air-conditioned in-
terior. Despite the odd inclusion 
of fake grass it has the slight sa-
ving grace that the potted gree-
nery is real.

It’s not that Jakarta lacks real 
trees. The presidential palace 
has well-manicured surrounds 
of park, verges and trees. But el-
sewhere, against the backdrop of 
unrelenting traffic and brutalist 

concrete, the greens often seem 
weirdly out of place, like an intro-
duced alien species.

“Shuttling between air-condi-
tioned high rises decorated with 
a simulacrum of nature, it’s easy 
to ignore the impact on climate 
and communities of relentless 
forest destruction taking place far 
away,” said Greenpeace Indone-
sia campaigner Yuyun Indradi.

Indonesia’s most densely popu-
lated island, Java, is nearly com-
pleted denuded of its original vir-
gin forest and Sumatra is nearly 

as bare. Palm oil and pulp wood 
plantation companies are now 
making inroads into the great fo-
rests of Borneo and Papua.

The draining of tropical wetlands 
for industrial plantations has also 
come at a significant human cost. 
Record dry season fires in Suma-
tra and Borneo in 2015 hastened 
100,000 deaths in the region 
from air pollution, according to 
a Harvard and Columbia study, 
and by World Bank estimates cost 
Indonesia’s economy $16 billion.

“Perhaps when our children 

grow up, fake trees may help them 
reflect on how badly we need to 
protect that which is authentic 
and can’t simply be purchased in 
a mall,” said Indradi. “Or will they 
decide that the more comfortable, 
accessible and colorful fake ver-
sion will do them just as well?”

The fake nature is of a piece with 
our world today. We live in an age 
when it’s sometimes increasingly 
difficult to discern the fake and 
the real.

Artificial flavorings. Perfectly 
photoshopped selfies to eliminate 
blemishes and extra weight. So-
phisticated simulations of famous 
buildings in cities across the wor-
ld — like the skyscrapers of New 
York dotting the casinos of Las 
Vegas.

In Japan, there’s an entire street 
that sells plastic food meticulous-
ly designed to make potential res-
taurant-goers’ mouths water. In 
some well-to-do gated communi-
ties in the United States, gardens 
are full of fake flowers carefully 
drizzled with transparent glue so 
that they look as if they’ve been 
freshly rained upon.

And then there’s fake news, of 
course — the latest expression of 
something synthetic that has peo-
ple talking and arguing over its 
very definition.

It makes sense, though, that fake 
nature would assert itself, just 
as real nature does, in the in-be-
tween spaces of Jakarta. Human 
beings are inclined to simulate 
what they can’t have. AP

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

9 Frequent Causes oF 
Cat eye Problems

Cat eye problems are caused most fre-
quently by bacteria or the feline herpes 

virus. The symptoms include inflamed red 
eyes and there will also be a discharge from 
the eyes. The feline eye infections are trea-
table, but you need to detect them in timely 
manner, to avoid further complications. The 
treatment will depend on the factor causing 
the infection.

1. Feline herpes virus
The feline herpes virus is the number 1 cause 
of conjunctivitis, which is the inflammation 
of the eyes.
The virus is transmitted through contact 
with infected cats.
The virus is likely to cause ulcers on the cor-
nea, dry eyes or inflammation of the cornea.
The treatment consists of eye drops that 
contain antibiotics and immuno-modifying 
agents like Idoxuridine 
Oral Immune boosters like pollyimmunos-
timulants. 

2. Panleukopenia (FPV)
Feline panleukopenia is a highly contagious 
disease that causes retinal dysplasia and eye 
lesions. Other symptoms of the disease include 
fever, vomiting, dehydration and depression.

The eye infection can be managed with oral 
antibiotics.
The condition cannot be treated but may be 
prevented by the administration of the pan-
leukopenia vaccine.

3. FIP
The feline infectious peritonitis (FIP) is an 
infection caused by a virus.
FIP causes infections of the cornea, eye le-
sions and puss can accumulate in the area.
FIP is a fatal disease, but may be prevented 
with vaccination.
Support treatment may be administered to 
infected cats, including prednisone, which 
will ease the eye infection symptoms.

4. Feline Leukemia Virus
The feline leukemia virus (FeLV) can cause 
eye infections.
The virus is transmitted from other infec-
ted cats and will also cause anemia, swollen 
lymphatic glands and lethargy.
Your cat should get the FeLV vaccine to 
avoid the infection with the virus.

5. FIV
The feline immunodeficiency virus (FIV) 
also known as feline AIDS can be transmi-

tted through saliva and other body secre-
tions. If your cat gets bitten by an infected 
animal, the virus will show no symptoms for 
a long time.
However, an infected cat will have a weak 
immune system and eye infections are com-
mon in FIV positive felines.
Other symptoms of the disease include fe-
ver, swollen lymph nodes, weight loss, respi-
ratory diseases, frequent infections, stomati-
tis, gingivitis or skin problems.
It is important to manage each infection to 
prevent other complications.
The eye infections can be treated with anti-
biotic eye drops.

6. Calcivirus
The feline calcivirus causes conjunctivitis, 
which can be treated with antibiotics.

7. Chlamydia
Chlamydia is a disease caused by bacteria 
that can lead to eye problems and may be 
treated with antibiotics such as tetracycline.

8. Toxoplasmosis
Toxoplasmosis may be transmitted from 
other felines or rodents. The disease causes 
eye inflammations which may be treated 
with oral antibiotics.

9. Fungi
Fungal infections may often affect the eyes.

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

ASK THE VET

Cryptococcosis is a serious fungal infection 
that may lead to blindness, detached retinas 
and inflammation of the retina and cornea. 
Cryptococcosis can also affect the central 
nervous system, so it needs immediate at-
tention. Anti fungal medication should be 
administered.
Eye infections may be caused by different 
viruses, bacteria and fungi. The treatment 
can include eye drops, oral antibiotics or anti 
fungal medication. 

Hope this info helps 
Till next week

Dr Ruan Bester
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Shoppers walk past artificial trees at a shopping mall in Jakarta
Parking attendants chat near a banner covering a construction site at the main business 
district in Jakarta


