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More on backpage

updated warning 
system

trump ‘furious,’ with 
bannon over book

Authorities revealed yesterday 
that typhoon warnings will 
now be issued three hours 
earlier than before

The White House said Donald 
Trump was left feeling “furious” 
and “disgusted” after claims by 
his former top adviser  p5

delta bridge nears completion

Indonesia Security 
forces have retaken 
control of a prison in the 
country’s west following 
a riot yesterday, an 
official said. The riot 
began when three 
inmates refused to be 
transferred to another 
prison. Other inmates 
joined in the protest 
before it turned violent. 
More on p12

Vietnam Police said 
they arrested a business 
tycoon wanted for 
revealing state secrets 
after he was deported 
by Singapore yesterday.

Japan-N. Korea 
North Korea should 
shift course and drop 
its nuclear program 
and missile tests to 
become a wealthier 
nation, Japan’s Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe 
said yesterday.

 P7 MDT REPORT

 P3

Steve Vickers

Gov't taking terrorism 
‘more seriously’
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Airport 
sets traffic 
record in 2017 
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FMCC to raise funds for 
‛Visit the Elderly’ project 

Heritage

IC publishes book on 
St Joseph’s Seminary 
The Cultural Af-

fairs Bureau (IC) 
has published a book 
by art historian and 
Macau Ricci Institu-
te researcher Cesar 
Guillen-Nunez, titled 
“Macao’s College and 
Church of St Joseph: 
Splendor of the Baro-
que in China”. 

The book focuses on 
the church and the ad-
jacent Jesuit College 
– now more commonly 
known as St Joseph’s 
Seminary – which was 
perhaps the most im-
portant 18th-century 
complex of the ear-
ly days of the Socie-

ty of Jesus in China, 
and among the most 
prominent in Macau. 
The buildings are part 
of UNESCO’s List of 
Cultural Heritage and 
are part of the group 
of four main churches 
built by the Jesuits in 
China during the Qing 
Dynasty. The structu-
res were conceived and 
built when the Baro-
que art style and archi-
tecture were already 
in decline in Europe, 
but were flourishing 
in the areas control-
led by both the Spa-
nish in Latin America 
and the Portuguese in 

Macau, respectively. 
Guillen-Nunez’s book 
is divided into two cen-
tral sections. The first 
presents a historical 
perspective that analy-
zes the period  and the 
influence of the Jesuit 
missionaries in China 
on French intellectuals 
and other thinkers 
such as Leibniz. The 
second section focu-
ses on the iconogra-
phy of St Joseph and 
the architecture of the 
seminary, examining 
not only the architec-
tural projects but also 
the interior decoration 
and religious art dis-

played in the building.
The author – who is 

passionate about ba-
roque art and architec-
ture from Spain, Por-
tugal and Latin Ame-
rica – has studied nu-
merous buildings and 
works of art from the 
17th and 18th century 
across Europe and the 
Americas. His research 
led him to study Por-
tuguese colonial art in 
Macau and Southeast 
Asia, as well as the Je-
suits’ role in the cultu-
ral exchange between 
China and the West in 
the Society of Jesus's 
early days.

The book is priced 
at MOP180 and is 
available at several 
bookshops across Ma-
cau, as well as at the 
Public Information 
Centers and the Archi-
ves of Macao. 

Lynzy Valles

The France Macau Cham-
ber of Commerce (FMCC) 

will celebrate its 10th Anni-
versary Charity Gala Dinner 
with the theme “Extravagance 
au Moulin Rouge” on January 
26, and will give the funds that 
are raised to the Macao Fok 
Sin Association.

FMCC, previously known as 
the French Macau Business 
Association (FMBA), aspi-
res to reach MOP50,000 to 
MOP60,000 to support the lo-
cal association’s project, “Visit 
the Elderly.”

The project aims to provi-
de visits and useful gifts to 
underprivileged elderly resi-
dents with low mobility, who 
do not have families and who 
lack emotional and financial 
support.

The association will provi-
de essential items including 
food, winter clothes and arti-
cles such as walking sticks and 
eyeglasses as part of the pro-
ject.

Speaking at a press conferen-
ce yesterday, FMCC chairman 
Rutger Verschuren explained 
to the press that its target 
amount would greatly benefit 
the population of disadvan-
taged elderly residents in the 
region, particularly those who 
have yet to fully recover from 
Typhoon Hato.

“In previous years, we 
are talking in a range of 
MOP50,000 to MOP60,000. 
If we reach that, we’re quite 

happy and we can make a big 
difference for the underprivi-
leged elderly residents. That 
would be the target,” said 
Verschuren.

Last year, FMCC raised over 
MOP48,000 to support Archi-

tecture Sans Frontière Macau 
(ASF-M) to revamp the local 
Good Shepherd Sisters Cen-
ter. 

The chamber raised funds for 
ASF-M at its 2016 and 2017 
gala dinner.

“We did a great project [and] 
this year, we’re looking for a 
change. We found this asso-
ciation that is a really down-
to-earth charity [which will 
donate] immediately,” said 
the chairman.

“This charity is also close 
to our personal sentiments 
as well, and it is not just one 
corporate donation,” he con-
tinued.

Macao Fok Sin Association 
provides a platform for you-
ng residents to participate in 
community works, while ex-
panding their social network.

“We have to understand and 
accept that the unfortunate 
and underprivileged are a part 
of the community,” said Karen 
Wong, who represents the as-
sociation.

The local association will or-
ganize visits during the Chine-
se New Year, which will take 
at least 30 minutes per group.

During the gala dinner, the 
two parties will raise funds 
through sales of raffle tickets, 
while the association will re-
tail handmade silk balls that 
symbolize happiness, luck, sa-
fety and good health.

Meanwhile, Verschuren 
disclosed that the chamber 
would now act as a “magnet 
for companies in France who 
want to expand their services 
to Macau.”

The chairman noted that the 
chamber has received several 
enquiries from French com-
panies about how to conduct 
business in the region and 
host visits to the SAR.

FMCC pledged to host more 
activities and business events, 
and provide further oppor-
tunities for its members now 
that it has transitioned from 
an association to a chamber. 

Karen Wong (left) and Rutger Verschuren
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The Macau Polyte-
chnic Institute (IPM) 

is holding its annual Open 
Day tomorrow at its main 
campus on Gomez Street, 
featuring explanations and 
demonstrations of its tea-
ching and management 
philosophy.

The Open Day will present 
IPM’s teaching and resear-
ch facilities, programs and 
courses, and information 
about its admission policies 
and processes to the public.

According to a statement 
issued by the university, 
the 2018/19 academic year 
will cater to students in-
terested in a range of Ba-
chelor Degree programs 
including Chinese-Portu-
guese/Portuguese-Chinese 
Translation & Interpreta-
tion, Chinese-English/En-
glish-Chinese Translation 
& Interpretation, and Inter-
national Chinese Language 
Education.

In addition to the abo-
ve, Portuguese Language, 
Computing, Social Work, 
Public Administration and 

Sino-Lusophone Trade Re-
lations courses are also of-
fered.

The Open Day will feature 
a guided tour of the cam-
pus, teaching exhibitions 
and showcases of the ins-
titution’s research achieve-
ments, trial tests of physical 
fitness, and performance 
and interactive activities.

Art workshops, nursing 
demonstrations, experi-
ment demonstrations, ta-
lent shows, library tours 
and hands-on trials with 
teaching equipment will 
also be held. 

IPM noted that on-site 
applications are strongly 
encouraged and will be 
processed immediately, 
although the application 
period will continue until 
January 19.

The university recom-
mends that interested stu-
dents visit the Exhibition 
of Programs & Curriculum 
in the Chi Un Building and 
enjoy other thematic exhi-
bitions in the IPM Library 
in the Wui Chi Building.

The Macau International Air-
port (MIA) achieved a record 

high volume of traffic  last year, 
with 7.16 million arriving and de-
parting passengers amounting to 
an increase of 8 percent year-on- 
year, the MIA said yesterday in a 
press release.

The airport handled over 58,000 
aircraft movements last year, repre-
senting an increase of 2.8 percent. 

“It is the highest passenger tra-
ffic MIA has achieved in a year in 
its 22 years of operation, the air-
port stated, adding that the num-
ber of incoming and outgoing pas-
sengers equated to over 11 times 
the local population. 

During Christmas and the New 
Year holiday, a total of 29 airlines 
were operating at MIA, connec-
ting Macau to some 46 destina-
tions covering the Chinese main-
land, Taiwan, Southeast Asia and 
Northeast Asia.

In 2017, the local airport added 
six new routes, including flights to 
Sihanoukville of Cambodia, Siem 
Reap (Cambodia), Jakarta (In-
donesia) and Johor Bahru (Ma-
laysia). It also launched a regular 
transit flight from Macau to Lis-
bon via Beijing.

Reviewing the achievements 
of last year, the MIA statement 

claims that five new airlines ex-
panded their flights to Macau, na-
mely, Lanmei Airlines, Indonesia 
Air Asia, Beijing Capital Airlines, 
JC Cambodia International Airli-
nes and JSC Royal Flight Airlines. 

In 2017, the Taiwan market for 
airline travel remained stable, 
while the Southeast Asia market 
and mainland China market in-
creased by 10 percent and 15 
percent respectively.   There was 

a growth of 32 percent in passen-
gers choosing to fly with low-cost 
airlines.

The press release anticipates the 
targets for this year. Local airport 
management pledges to “fully de-
velop a long-haul route, aiming to 
increase and change the current 
passenger market structure, thus 
attracting more international and 
local travelers flying to and from 
MIA.”

In addition, the airport intends 
to keep upgrading its hardware 
and software. A number of infras-
tructure projects are expected to 
be completed in 2018, including 
the north terminal building ex-
pansion project. Upon comple-
tion, the airport capacity will in-
crease to 7.5 million passengers 
per year. 

Education

Polytechnic Institute 
will hold Open Day 
tomorrow

Airport records highest traffic 
volume last year 

 There was a 
growth of 32pct 
in passengers 
choosing low-
cost airlines
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 Typhoon 
warnings will 
now be issued 
three hours 
earlier than 
has been done 
previously

AL Plenary

Authorities promise steadfast reaction 
to storms, updated warning system

Rosário refutes criticism over public housing
On one the highli-

ghted topics of the 
plenary meeting at the 
Legislative Assembly 
yesterday, Secretary 
for Transport and Pu-
blic Works Raimundo 
do Rosário refuted the 
criticism of several 
lawmakers alleging the 
government had over-
looked the needs of you-
ngsters, public servants 
and others citizens in-
cluded in the so-called 
“sandwich class” in ter-
ms of public housing 

studies.
Replying directly to 

spoken enquiries by 
lawmakers Song Pek Kei 
and Ho Ion Sang, but 
also to the interventions 
of Pereira Coutinho and 
Angela Leong, Rosário 
said, “you keep calling 
me to find solutions for 
this and that [youngsters 
and civil servants] but 
you seem to forget that 
there is no law to su-
pport this. Everything is 
possible as long as there 
is a law to support [it].” 

he remarked.
Similarly to what trans-

pired during the discus-
sion on the consequen-
ces of Typhoon Hato, 
the Secretary reminded 
that “in four days [on Ja-
nuary 8] there is a mee-
ting held by the Housing 
Bureau  that aims to pro-
vide clarification over 
the public housing study 
held by the government. 
The responsible people 
from the consultancy 
firm that performed the 
study will be present in 

order to clarify to all of 
you how was it done and 
why.” 

Rosário also refu-
ted the idea aired by 
lawmaker Song that the 
government was “reser-
ving” half of the housing 
units initially planned 
for construction in Zone 
A of the new landfills.

“No, we don’t have 
such an idea. We will 
disclose all the plans of 
Zone A as well as the 
Avenida de Wai Long 
and the land plot of the 

former Thermal Power 
plant,” he answered. “I 
believe that, at least for 
the last one, we can start 
the construction works 
by the end of this year.” 
Adding to the reply, the 
director of the Land, Pu-
blic Works and Trans-
port Bureau, Li Canfeng,  
explained that the work 
at Zone A “is being split 
into several phases […] 
including the housing 
units as well as other 
public installations and 
facilities.”

Leong once more wan-
ted the Secretary to say 
if the land plot of the 
Macau (Yat Yuen) Cani-
drome will be used for 
residential purposes, 
but Rosário refused to 
answer. 

“I’m not going to say 
anything about the Ca-
nidrome. It will be the 
chief executive who will 
say what is going to be 
built there. Only in the 
second quarter of the 
year, I will be able to in-
form on that.” RM

Renato Marques

The consequences of 
Typhoon Hato and the res-

ponsibilities of government offi-
cials in the wake of the typhoon 
were the main topic of discussion 
during yesterday’s plenary ses-
sion at the Legislative Assembly. 
The meeting was convened to 
discuss 16 spoken enquiries po-
sed by several lawmakers around 
October last year.

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong cal-
led on the government to explain 
what actions had been taken to 
remedy the “notable shortcomin-
gs” in the alert and prevention 
system used by the Macao Me-
teorological and Geophysical Bu-
reau (SMG). Ng also asked how 
the government plans to impro-
ve their ability to evaluate and 
attribute an appropriate degree 
of responsibility to the relevant 
officials. Ng also noted flaws in 
the operation of the Committee 
for Responding to Unforeseen 
Incidents, a committee that is led 
by the Chief Executive (CE), and 
raised questions about weaknes-
ses in the drainage infrastructure 
in the Inner Harbor area.

Lawmaker Ella Lei wanted to 
know more about the govern-
ment’s response concerning the 
measures that were proposed to 
address the serious flaws which 
became apparent during the pas-
sage of Typhoon Hato.

The commissioner-general of 
the Unitary Police Services, Ma 
Io Kun, and the interim director 
of the SMG, Raymond Tam, res-
ponded that a decision had been 
made to categorize storm surges 
as a more severe threat, reflected 
as an alert level of five, (instead 
of an alert level of three). 

Tam also noted the cooperation 
with cartography services to re-
view the altimetry (the science 

of measuring altitudes) quotas 
regarding potential flood risks. 
Tam highlighted that typhoon 
warnings will now be issued 
three hours earlier than has been 
done previously, as this extra 
time will “allow the population 
to prepare itself for the storms.” 
This measure is undertaken in 
conjunction with an “increase in 
cooperation with Guangdong au-
thorities,” said Tam.

In response to the two 
lawmakers, the director of the 
Land, Public Works and Trans-
port Bureau (DSSOPT) Li Can-
feng, also noted that the gover-
nment is “evaluating” whether 
there is a possibility to elevate 
the existing structures, so that 
they will be able to successfully 
prevent flooding.

As noted by Li, there were issues 
not only in the Inner Harbor; the 
dikes in the areas of Areia Preta 
and Coloane were also not high 
enough to contain the tides. 
“In the Inner Harbor we have the 
additional problem with drai-
nage. We are finding locations 
to proceed with the necessary 
works to improve in this matter,” 
Li added.

One of the other measures no-
ted was the change to the poli-
cy concerning  the frequency of 
wind speed evaluation by the 
SMG. SMG will be required to 

evaluate the changes in wind 
speed at more regular intervals 
and these changes will need to 
reported to the public every 10 
minutes, instead of every hour.

On the second round of ques-
tions, Ng reaffirmed that the-
re was a tendency from higher 
government officials, including 
the CE, to “hide”. Ng noted the 
retirement of former SMG head 
Fong Soi Kun, whom he said la-
cked transparency. Ng feels that 
his criticism was “confirmed la-
ter with the suspension of the 
process [of retirement].” Fur-
ther, Ng noted that the contin-
gency plan from the government 
“has not been effective and has 
caused suffering to victims.”

The Secretary for Security 
Wong Sio Chak replied to Ng’s 
accusations, “we never had any 
intention to cover one thing 
with another thing [responsibi-
lity with retirement]. There were 
already installed disciplinary 
procedures to the leaders on the 
line. We are still in [too] early [a] 

stage to be able to attribute res-
ponsibilities.”

Wong also took the opportunity 
to mention that the “surveillan-
ce system” installed recently in 
the streets will be “integrated” as 
one of the mechanisms that the 
new Civil Protection Bureau can 
resort to to prevent and respond 
to emergencies. This surveillance 
will be in addition to the existing 
communications system.

“We will distribute 60 walkie-
talkies through the community 
associations in order to estab-
lish close contact with the au-
thorities in case other kinds 
of communication experien-
ce difficulties or fail,” Wong 
said, noting that such equip-
ment is already being prepared. 
Wong also refuted the idea  that 
the CE is “hiding from responsi-
bilities”, noting that he has been 
leading the process since the 
start and that he has “recognized 
since the first moment our insu-
fficiencies.”

As the debate opened to the in-

tervention of other lawmakers, 
several proposals were then ai-
red. The first came from Zheng 
Anting, who noted that the “ma-
jor issue” was with the alert sys-
tem. According to Zheng, “we 
should follow what the neighbo-
ring regions [in mainland China] 
did the previous day [August 22], 
which was to evacuate the popu-
lations from the lower and most 
vulnerable areas.” Zheng clai-
med that such measures could 
have saved lives and prevented 
major destruction.

Lawmakers Pereira Coutinho 
and Pang Chuan proposed that 
the automatic activation of the 
Civil Protection Service, which 
happens when  typhoon signal 
eight is issued should have ha-
ppened at an earlier stage. They 
also proposed that the automatic 
activation should be lowered to 
a signal three warning in order 
to give enough time for authori-
ties to convene and discuss what 
measures to take before a signal 
eight is issued.

Raimundo do Rosário (left) and Wong Sio Chak
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The Health Bureau 
(SSM) has annou-

nced that the influenza 
(flu) virus is affecting 
more people in Macau, 
based on its analysis 
of the virus’ spread 
during the last week of 
2017.

According to the bu-
reau, the incidence of 
the virus during that 
period hiked 154 per-
cent from the same 
week in 2016, with the 
number of registered 
flu cases up to 33 per 
1,000 people from 13 
the previous year.

The number of cases 
registered in the Pedia-
tric Emergency room is 
currently 123 cases per 
1,000 people,  a slight 
year-on-year increase 
from 105 in 2016 and 
106 in the 51st week of 
2017.

According to the 
SSM’s laboratory 
analysis of the patho-
genic agents, the ma-
jority of the respiratory 
viruses observed in ca-
ses over the last week 

of 2017 are not influen-
za-induced, bringing 
the overall positive 
rate of the influenza vi-
rus to 14.2 percent. The 
“flu-like” symptoms 
were mostly due to 
rhinovirus (26.4 per-
cent) and adenovirus 
(9.4 percent). The SSM 
has stated that its data 
indicates the influen-
za virus is becoming 
more active, noting 
that it has not reached 
its peak period yet.  
The SSM’s services 
are closely monitoring 
the incidence of respi-
ratory diseases, espe-
cially in schools and 
communities. It has 
called for residents to 
take preventive measu-
res such as vaccination 
against seasonal flu, 
maintaining good ven-
tilation and environ-
mental hygiene in their 
homes and workpla-
ces, and using masks 
if they develop flu-like 
symptoms or come into 
contact with potential 
patients.

Work on the main sec-
tion of the Hong Kong 
– Zhuhai – Macau bri-
dge (HKZMB) is due 

to be completed in early February, 
according to the new schedule relea-
sed by Su Quanke, chief engineer of 
the HKZMB Authority, in statements 
given to the China Daily newspaper.

The schedule is the first update sin-
ce the official announcement made 

several months ago, that indicated 
that work on the main section of the 
bridge would be completed before 
the end of 2017.

Su told the newspaper that the 
“HKZMB Authority” will announce 
the completion date of the main sec-
tion of the bridge before the Lunar 
New Year, which this year will fall on 
February 16. 

The completed bridge will have a 

total length of 55 kilometers, and the 
latest estimate of the building costs is 
RMB120 billion (USD18.4 billion), 
according to the financial director of 
the HKZMB Authority, Su Yi.

China Daily also reported that nei-
ther Su Quanke nor Su Yi specified a 
date for opening the bridge to traffic, 
which is a matter that will be deci-
ded by the Chinese central govern-
ment.  MDT/Macauhub

Health

Flu virus affecting 
more people in Macau

Main section of 
HKZMB expected to be 
completed in February 
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The Macao Cultural 
Centre (CCM) is calling 

on local filmmakers to sub-
mit their new cinematic 
views to be produced and 
screened in a new edition of 
“Local View Power”. 

Candidates willing to sha-
re their perspectives about 
Macau can present their 
proposals until January 22, 
according to a statement is-
sued by CCM.

With an overall budget of 

more than MOP1 million 
across all categories, this 
year’s edition will support 
up to 17 individual propo-
sals.

The competition welco-
mes candidates from three 

levels of experience, from 
“Advanced” and “Open” le-
vels aimed at directors aged 
18 or above, to “Freshmen”, 
a section for filmmakers 
under the age of 18.

Participants may sub-

mit proposals in the do-
cumentary, short feature, 
or animation categories, 
each of which will be as-
sessed by a panel compo-
sed of three audio-visual 
professionals.  

“Local View Power” began 
in 2007, and has since had 
ten editions, attracting over 

500 proposals that have 
resulted in 104 finalized 
works.

Selected teams will be 
given technical and fi-
nancial support to com-
plete their productions, 
including a mentorship 
scheme devised by guest 
professionals. 

Daniel Beitler

Hong Kong-based 
risk consultancy Steve 
Vickers & Associates 
has released its annual 

Asia Risk Assessment report, 
finding that Macau’s “political 
outlook for 2018 promises stabili-
ty” and that “the economy should 
stay solid.” Chief Executive Offi-
cer Steve Vickers also praised the 
efforts of local security officials in 
strengthening anti-terrorism me-
chanisms in the unlikely event of 
an attack.

The annual report covers 13 ju-
risdictions in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, including mainland China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau. 
The entry for the MSAR is titled 
“Two Cheers for Macau”, com-
parably more optimistic than 
Hong Kong’s “A Tighter Grip” and 
Taiwan’s “Walking the Tightrope”.

Speaking to the Times last night, 
Vickers explained that the recent 
growth in gaming revenue was a 
strong sign of stability in the SAR, 
but the reliance on the VIP market 

was a slight cause for concern. For 
that reason, he said, “Macau gets 
two stars [cheers], instead of three.”

Vickers also reiterated concerns 
of a marginal threat of terrorist ac-
tivity in Macau – as in previous re-
ports - given the “nexus of Chine-
se, American and Jewish interests 
in the gaming sector.” Gaming 
tycoons Sheldon Adelson and Ste-
ve Wynn are both American and 
have Jewish origins.

The risk analyst said that the bi-
ggest threat comes from China’s 
Muslim-majority Xinjiang Provin-
ce; the believed origin of a number 
of recent attacks on Chinese soil 
including a 2014 knife attack at the 
Guangzhou Train Station Plaza.

Vickers praised recent efforts by 
Macau law enforcement agencies 
in stepping up security and anti-

terrorism drills, but stressed that 
incidents such as October’s Las 
Vegas mass shooting and June’s 
arson attack in a Philippine casino 
still remain a possible, albeit un-
likely, occurrence in Macau. This 
is in part due to the difficulty in ac-
quiring firearms and explosives in 
the city, the report notes.

“I am happy to see Macau au-
thorities taking this threat more 
seriously,” he told the Times.

In terms of the economy, Vickers 
highlighted the strong recovery 
seen last year in Macau’s gaming 
sector and concurred with analyst 
predictions of continued strength 
into this year.

However, growth in gaming re-
venues may yet be stifled by Xi 
Jinping’s ongoing anti-corruption 
campaign, as well as recent poli-

cies to curb capital outflows from 
the mainland.

Moreover, the gaming concessio-
naire negotiations due to be held 
between 2020 and 2022 will be 
of particular concern to U.S. ope-

rators, the report noted, as “each 
applicant must submit a formal 
tender, meaning American com-
panies’ interests may possibly be-
come hostage to volatile Sino-U.S. 
relations.”

CCM calls on local filmmakers for proposals

Security

Steve Vickers praises ‘more serious’ 
approach to threat of terrorism

The beefed up security follows occurrences such as the June 2017 attack on 
Resorts World Manila
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Real Estate Matters
The role of real estate in society

Real estate has been arou-
nd as humanity. There has 
never been a time where 
we did not need shelter 
and a place to live. All of 
us have lived in properties 
in one form or another, 
and are aware of the be-
nefits of having four walls 
and a roof to protect us 
from the elements, store 
our other possessions and 
provide a sense of priva-
cy homeliness. But besi-
des its basic function as a 
place of abode, real esta-
te has a number of other 
important roles in today’s 
society which we will ex-
plore today. 

Enables economic 
activity
Besides the obvious func-
tion of providing commer-
cial space for businesses 
to operate, the real estate 
industry supports econo-
mic activity by acting as a 
common form of security 
to finance entrepreneu-
rial ventures. Innovation 
and business ownership 
financed and supported 

by loans taken out on pro-
perty enables a dynamic 
and healthy economy. 

Provides employment 
The real estate industry 
itself is huge and thus pro-
vides employment for a 
significant portion of the 
working population. Em-
ployment takes the form of 
construction workers, ar-
chitects, maintenance per-
sonnel and surveyors, con-
tractors, real estate agents 
and consultants. In Q317, 
DSEC states that the cons-
truction industry employed 
32,300 people while the 
‘Real Estate and Business 
Activities’ sector employed 
29,700 people in Macau. 

Supports institutional 
funds and retirees 
The real estate market 
has always acted as a se-
cure and attractive asset 
class for institutional in-
vestors such as pension 
funds, REITs and insu-
rance companies to invest 
in. Although it has had its 
share of hiccups, the real 

estate market has tradi-
tionally been less volatile 
than the financial marke-
ts, providing a good fou-
ndation for institutional 
investors. 

Acts as an instrument 
of personal financial 
investment, 
wealth storage and 
accumulation
If you’ve been in Macau 
for a while you probably 
know someone who has 
made money from the 
property market, if you 
haven’t done so yourself. 
Property investment is 
one of the most common 
ways for people to invest 
and growth their weal-
th. But without knowing 
the key concepts, you’re 
just guessing when you 
try to figure out whether 
property is a good in-
vestment. Over the next 
few articles I would like 
to introduce you to some 
basic concepts of proper-
ty investing, starting with 
the ‘The 4 Ways to Make 
Money in Real Estate’.

Juliet Risdon is a Director of JML Property and a property investor. 
Having been established in 1994, JML Property offers investment 
property & homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners 
and investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for 
tenants.
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Juliet Risdon
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corporate bits
wynn signs occupational health and safety charter Wynn Resorts (Macau), S.A. 

signed the Occupational Health 
and Safety (OHS) Charter yes-
terday, witnessed by the Labour 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL). The 
move strengthens the gaming 
operator’s commitment to pro-
moting occupational safety.

The gaming operator also 
organized a roadshow in its 
back-of-house area to promo-
te a positive health and safety 
culture and to increase team 
members’ awareness of OHS.  
The signing ceremony for the 
Charter took place in the Lear-
ning Room in the back-of-house 
area of Wynn Palace. Witnes-
sed by Wong Chi Hong, director 
of DSAL, the charter was sig-
ned by Zuleika Mok, senior vice 
president of Human Resources 
of Wynn Macau Limited, along-
side employee representatives 
of Wynn Macau and Wynn Pa-
lace. 

opportunity to learn a profes-
sional skill, but are also able to 
obtain a technical qualification 
through participation in the cou-
rse. They can then develop a 
career by pursuing the various 
career opportunities provided 
by the company.

On the day of the signing 
ceremony, the OSH team and 
Employee Services department 
of Wynn Macau and Wynn Pa-
lace, together with DSAL, jointly 
organized a roadshow to pro-
mote OHS culture in the back- 
of-house area. The roadshow 
communicated the importance 
of OHS to team members throu-
gh entertaining booth games, 
and also included an OSH infor-
mation panel display provided 
by DSAL. In addition, Wynn will 
organize four other roadshows 
in January that are expected to 
draw the participation of over 
4,000 team members.

Following the ceremony, a 
group of distinguished guests 
were led on a tour of the Wynn 
Facilities Academy, which 
opened in September of last 
year.   Following the establish-
ment of the Wynn Academy 
and the Food & Beverage 
Academy, the Wynn Facilities 
Academy was set up to “de-
velop more local professio-
nals who are interested in the 
field of facilities management 
through a comprehensive and 
standardized curriculum,” ac-
cording to a press release is-
sued by Wynn.

The Academy combines the 
curricula and technical certi-
fications provided by DSAL, 
allowing trainees to accumu-
late relevant experience during 
a 24-month course. Following 
the principle of “First-Hire-
Then-Train”, trainees are not 
only offered a job and an 

Lucas Shaw

Investors are finally 
getting a crack at the re-
surgent music business. 
Spotify, owner of the wor-

ld’s largest paid music service, 
plans to begin trading on the 
New York Stock Exchange this 
quarter, passing up a traditio-
nal public offering for what’s 
called a direct listing. The de-
but will test whether investors 
are ready to buy into the mu-
sic industry, which was left for 
dead just a few years ago.

Record industry sales have 
increased for three years in a 
row thanks to the legions of 
consumers paying to listen on 
Spotify and Apple Music. Their 
spending has far outstripped 
shrinking album sales in retail 
outlets and online stores like 
iTunes, allowing the USD15.7 
billion global business to pros-
per again after years of decline. 
Analysts project revenue could 
more than double over the next 
decade.

Investors have few direct 
opportunities to tap this po-
tential growth. All three ma-
jor music companies are part 
of larger concerns or closely 
held. Vivendi SA owns Univer-
sal Music, while Sony Music is 
part of the Japanese media and 
tech conglomerate and billio-
naire Len Blavatnik owns War-
ner Music. Music accounts for 
a small share of business for 
the industry’s biggest retailers, 
like Apple Inc. and Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc.

Spotify built the most popu-
lar on-demand music service 
in the world, outflanking the 
largest technology companies, 
including Apple. The com-
pany has signed up more than 
60 million subscribers and is 
trying to prove a music servi-
ce can prosper without being a 
vehicle to sell mobile phones or 
other products.

“If you look at the leaders in 
each form of media, music is 
the last uncaptured sector,” 
said Rohit Kulkarni, an analyst 

at SharesPost Inc. “Players 30 
times bigger than Spotify took 
stabs at it, but none has won.”

Newfound optimism about 
the future of the music busi-
ness has boosted the value of 
catalogs in recent years. Ko-
balt Capital Ltd. raised $600 
million to buy music rights 
in November and promptly 
agreed to acquire the collection 
of Songs Music Publishing for 
about $150 million. Imagem, 

which holds rights to 250,000 
songs including Daft Punk, 
Pink Floyd and Stravinsky, was 
sold to Concord Bicycle Music 
in a deal Billboard valued at 
$600 million.

Vivendi, the French media 
company, has weighed a public 
offering of Universal Music, the 
world’s largest music company, 
to tap investor enthusiasm.

For now though, Spotify is the 
biggest opportunity. The com-

pany was valued at $8.5 billion 
when it raised money in March 
2016, and has since been peg-
ged at more than $15 billion.

A direct listing, usually done 
by much smaller companies, 
is risky, and Spotify is trying 
to pull off the biggest one ever. 
Most would-be stock issuers 
hire investment bankers to un-
derwrite their shares and go on 
a roadshow where they raise 
money by touting their future 
to potential investors.

Spotify isn’t trying to raise 
capital. It’s seeking a listing 
so existing investors can be-
gin selling their shares. Wi-
thout the roadshow, the com-
pany and its bankers won’t 
have much control over where 

the shares begin trading or as 
much insight into the thinking 
of investors.

“There is no example of a suc-
cessful music-streaming servi-
ce from a financial standpoint,” 
said Greg Howard, co-founder 
of TuneCore and Music Au-
dience Exchange, and associate 
professor at the Berklee Colle-
ge of Music.

Spotify believes it is well-k-
nown, and investors can also 
look at limited financial results 
that have been posted publicly. 
Yet the company isn’t a sure 
bet. Music industry growth cou-
ld slow, and the company can’t 
predict how many people worl-
dwide will pay for a service.

Pandora Media Inc., an onli-
ne radio service, went public in 
June 2011 at $16 a share via a 
traditional offering. The stock 
peaked above $40 in March 
2014 but now trades below $5, 
felled by accumulated losses 
and management turmoil.

Spotify lost $601 million in 
2016, thanks largely to con-
tracts that require it to pay the 
majority of its sales to music ri-
ghts holders. High content cos-
ts hampered Pandora before it 
began losing customers.

Spotify has since negotia-
ted new contracts with major 
music companies that reduce 
its costs provided it reaches 
certain performance targets. 
Those deals have improved its 
margins, according to Kulkar-
ni, who says the only clear 
threat to the company is Goo-
gle’s YouTube, which is itself 
developing a paid subscription 
service.

“Spotify is the only reason for 
hope in the music business,” 
Kulkarni said. Bloomberg 

Spotify tests whether investors 
believe in music’s resurgence

 Spotify built the most popular 
on-demand music service in the 
world, outflanking the largest 
technology companies
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 Tashi, 32, has 
pleaded not guilty 

An activist promoting the 
Tibetan language stood 

trial yesterday in western China 
for inciting separatism after he 
appeared in a documentary vi-
deo produced by The New York 
Times, highlighting the risks 
that Chinese citizens often face 
when speaking to the foreign 
media on sensitive issues.

Tashi Wangchuk’s lawyer 
Liang Xiaojun told The Associa-
ted Press that a judge in Qinghai 
province heard oral arguments 
for four hours and will issue a 
verdict at an unspecified date.

Tashi, 32, has pleaded not gui-
lty. If convicted, he could face a 
prison term of five years or as 
many as 15 years, Liang said.

Liang says prosecutors presen-
ted evidence focused on a nine-
minute video the Times made in 
2015 that told of how Tashi tried 
to sue local officials for denying 
Tibetans language and culture 
education. The Times’ website 
is blocked in China.

Tashi was detained in Ja-

nuary 2016, two months after 
The Times published its video 
and accompanying article. 
Liang said Tashi, who has been 
in jail for two years while awai-
ting trial, was treated well in 
detention and in good mental 
condition.

Liang added that he was gi-
ven ample time to present his 
defense, which hinged on the 
argument that appearing in the 
documentary did not amount to 
separatist activity.

“The prosecutors are ideolo-

gically too strong,” said Liang. 
“Their main evidence was this 
video — just nine minutes and 
13 seconds.”

In the documentary, Tashi, 
who was also described as a 
shopkeeper, speaks extensively 
in Mandarin about the “pres-
sure and fear” felt by Tibetans 
and his worry that their culture 
is being wiped out through the 
steady erosion of their langua-
ge.

He notes that 140 Tibetans 
have died from self-immola-

tions since 2009 and says he 
believes they were also protes-
ting the disappearance of their 
culture under Beijing’s rule.

“I want to try to use the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China’s laws to 
solve the problem,” Tashi says 
in the documentary.

He added that if the courts re-
fused to hear his case, it would 
prove that issues surrounding 
Tibetan rights would not be sol-
ved through the Chinese legal 
system. “If this comes to an end 
and I’m locked up and cannot 
proceed with what I’m doing 
and they force me to say or do 
things I don’t want to say, I will 
choose suicide,” he added.

He is shown seeking redress 
through official channels as 
he travels to Beijing, where he 
tries, unsuccessfully, to file a 

lawsuit against local officials 
and convince journalists at Chi-
na’s powerful state broadcaster, 
CCTV, to cover his case. Mino-
rity rights are protected under 
China’s constitution, as is the ri-
ght to sue government officials, 
he says in the video.

“All Tashi Wangchuk has done 
is peacefully advocate for cons-
titutionally guaranteed rights,” 
said Human Rights Watch Chi-
na director Sophie Richardson. 
“If Chinese authorities consider 
that ‘inciting separatism,’ it’s 
hard to tell what isn’t.”

China’s ruling Communist 
Party often equates advocacy 
for greater autonomy or righ-
ts for its ethnic minority Tibe-
tans, Uighurs and Mongolians 
with outright separatism. And 
its courts often hand down 
particularly harsh punishment 
to those criticizing the govern-
ment’s ethnic policies relative 
to other issues.

Rights groups around the wor-
ld widely condemned China 
after it issued a life sentence in 
2014 to Ilham Tohti, a moderate 
though outspoken Uighur critic 
of Beijing’s policies in Xinjiang, 
the region that is home to the 
Uighurs. He was convicted of 
fanning ethnic hatred, advo-
cating violence and instigating 
terror through his classroom 
teaching and a website on Ui-
ghur issues. AP

Tashi Wangchuk 

Court tries Tibetan language 
advocate featured in NY Times

Tashi Wangchuk 
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 [The suspect] knew the oil 
shipment would be sold in int'l 
waters but falsely declared its 
destination as Hong Kong

 A Franco-
Chinese 
investment 
fund worth 
more than a 
billion euros 
should be 
announced

Lighthouse Winmore

Taiwan investigates man over 
illegal North Korean oil sales

Diplomacy

Macron heading to China to strengthen economic ties
French President 

Emmanuel Macron 
will head to China next 
week to strengthen com-
mercial ties with the wor-
ld’s second-largest eco-
nomy.

It will be Macron’s first 
state visit to China since 
he won election last year.

According to the Ely-
see, Macron will meet 
with Chinese President Xi 
Jinping on Jan. 9 after vi-
siting the ancient imperial 
capital of Xi’an.

Talks also will focus on 
North Korea, the fight 
against terror financing 
and international efforts 
against climate change.

Macron’s office yes-
terday said a number of 
commercial deals are 

expected to be signed 
during the three-day visit 
but they have yet to be fi-
nalized. A Franco-Chine-
se investment fund worth 
more than a billion eu-
ros (USD1.2 billion) also 
should be announced.

France says China has a 
major role to play in the 
North Korea nuclear cri-
sis and Macron hopes that 
good cooperation between 
France and China could 
improve chances of a de-
nuclearization agreement.

While in Xi’an, an eas-
tern departure point of the 
ancient Silk Road, Macron 
will deliver a speech on 
the Franco-Chinese rela-
tionship from an histori-
cal standpoint.

The second day of his 

trip is expected to feature 
a visit to Beijing’s Forbi-
dden City. Macron also 
will meet with French and 
Chinese entrepreneurs 
and sign deals with Xi be-
fore a state dinner.

The Elysee said China 
is France’s leading com-

mercial partner in Asia, 
but France’s trade deficit 
with China reaches about 
30 billion euros ($36.2 
billion). Macron, who will 
travel with representati-
ves of large French com-
panies, wants to secure 
new deals that would gua-
rantee reciprocal market 
access.

In terms of agriculture 
exports, French authori-
ties want to open a market 
for beef products and will 
ask China to abolish non-
tariff barriers to trade on 
wine and spirits, which 
represent 50 percent of 
French exports.

The final day of Macron’s 
visit will include talks on 
the fight against climate 
change and meetings with 

Chinese artists. France 
says China is committed 
to the Paris climate deal 
and wants to form a “joint 
leadership” on the issue, 

especially after President 
Donald Trump announ-
ced the United States’ wi-
thdrawal from the agree-
ment. AP

Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong

Prosecutors in 
Taiwan said they’re in-
vestigating a man sus-
pected of involvement 

in illegal oil sales to North Ko-
rea.

In a statement, prosecutors 
said they questioned a man sur-
named Chen before releasing 
him on bail of 1.5 million New 
Taiwan dollars (USD51,000) 
while they continue their inves-
tigation.

The prosecutor’s office in 
southern Kaohsiung began its 
investigation after reports last 
week that South Korean au-
thorities seized a Hong Kong-
flagged ship for violating U.N. 
sanctions by selling oil to North 
Korea and that a Taiwan com-
pany was involved.

During questioning, they dis-
covered the man, who owns 
a fishery company, knew the 
oil shipment would be sold in 
international waters but fal-
sely declared its destination as 
Hong Kong.

South Korean officials believe 
the ship, the Lighthouse Win-
more, transferred about 600 
tons of refined petroleum pro-
ducts to a North Korean vessel, 
the Sam Jong 2, in the East Chi-
na Sea in October.

South Korea impounded the 
ship, and a second one registe-
red in Panama days later, after 
new United Nations Security 
Council sanctions on North Ko-
rea came into effect last month 
that let member states seize, 
inspect and freeze vessels sus-
pected of transferring banned 
goods to the country.

Another set of U.N. sanctions 
adopted in September limits oil 
imports and includes measures 
aimed at stopping high-seas 
smuggling.

North Korea has faced increa-
singly tight sanctions as it steps 

up efforts to expand its nuclear 
weapons and ballistic missiles 
program. In recent months, 
Pyongyang carried out its most 
powerful nuclear test to date 
and flight-tested interconti-
nental ballistic missiles three 
times, raising concerns it’s clo-
ser than ever toward gaining a 
military arsenal that can viably 
target the United States.

South Korea’s Foreign Minis-
try said this week that a Taiwa-
nese company incorporated in 

the Marshall Islands chartered 
the Lighthouse Winmore while 
a Netherlands-based commo-
dities trader, Trafigura, consig-
ned the oil shipment.

Trafigura denied it ordered 

the shipment, saying in a state-
ment that it sold the cargo on a 
“free on board” basis to a Hong 
Kong-based company, Global 
Commodities Consultants.

Global Commodities Con-

sultants said it in turn sold 
the oil to another company 
called Oceanic Enterprises on 
an “arm’s length” basis and 
wasn’t involved in any onward 
sales.

The prosecutor’s statement 
said Chen founded a company 
with a similar name that was 
now dissolved.

Both Trafigura and Global 
Commodities Consultants said 
their sales contracts prohibit 
sales that breach sanctions. AP

French President Emmanuel Macron

In this Dec. 29, 2017 file photo, the Lighthouse Winmore, a Hong Kong-flagged ship, is seen in waters off Yeosu, South Korea
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I feel sorry 
for the fact 
that the deal 
was reached 
without 
listening to your 
opinions.

Moon Jae-in 
President

Indonesian se-
curity forces have re-

taken control of a prison 
in the country’s west 
following a riot yester-
day, an official said.

The riot began when 
three inmates refused 
to be transferred to ano-
ther prison, said Edy 
Hardoyo, the head of 
Aceh province correctio-
nal office. Other inmates 
joined in the protest be-
fore it turned violent.

He said the three inma-
tes who started the riot 
were angry that they will 
be transferred to a pri-
son in neighboring pro-
vince of North Sumatra, 
far from their families.

Angered inmates tor-
ched the Banda Aceh 
prison, which has a 
capacity to house 400 
inmates but now has 
more than 540 inmates.

Eight fire trucks were 
mobilized to extinguish 
the fire while hundreds 

A U.S.-based com-
pany has dispatched 

a ship into the Indian 
Ocean in hopes of qui-
ckly resuming the sear-
ch for missing Malaysia 
Airlines Flight 370 if it 
soon secures a contract 
to do the job.

The search vessel na-
med Seabed Construc-
tor left the South Afri-
can port of Durban ear-
lier this week as part of 
the Ocean Infinity com-
pany’s plan to look for 
debris in the southern 
Indian Ocean. The ship 
has unmanned subma-
rines that can descend 
deep into the ocean.

Ocean Infinity was 
taking advantage of 
favorable weather to 
move the vessel toward 
“the vicinity of the pos-
sible search zone,” the 
company said in a state-
ment.

“This is designed to 
save time should the 
contract award be for-
thcoming, as hoped,” it 

of police and soldiers 
were being deployed 
around the prison to 
prevent prisoners from 
escaping.

“The situation is now 
under control,” Hardoyo 
said, adding that no one 
was hurt.

Riots and jailbreaks 
are common in Indone-
sia, where overcrowding 
has become a problem 
in facilities that are stru-
ggling to cope with poor 
funding and an influx of 
people arrested in a war 
on drugs. Most priso-

said. “We will confirm 
as and when the con-
tract is awarded and the 
search can resume.”

The Malaysian govern-
ment is negotiating with 
Ocean Infinity and will 
make an announcement 
next week, Transport 
Minister Liow Tiong Lai 
said on Wednesday.

The Malaysia Airlines 
Boeing 777 disappeared 
soon into its flight from 
Kuala Lumpur to Bei-
jing on March 8, 2014. 
The plane was carrying 
227 passengers and 12 
crew.

The governments of 
Malaysia, China and 
Australia called off the 
1,046-day official sear-
ch on Jan. 17 last year. 
The Australian Trans-
port Safety Bureau’s fi-
nal report on the search 
conceded that autho-
rities were no closer to 
knowing the reasons for 
the plane’s disappea-
rance, or its exact loca-
tion.

ners have been convic-
ted on drug charges.

Last year, more than 
440 prisoners escaped 
from a penitentiary in 
neighboring Riau pro-
vince when they were let 
out of their cells to take 
part in Friday Muslim 
prayers.

In July 2013, about 
240 prisoners, including 
several convicted terro-
rists, escaped during a 
deadly riot at a prison 
in Medan, the capital of 
North Sumatra provin-
ce. AP

Australia ran the ori-
ginal search on behalf 
of Malaysia because the 
airliner is thought to 
have crashed in the vast 
area of Australian sear-
ch and rescue responsi-
bility.

New Australian Trans-
port Minister Barnaby 
Joyce told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. yes-
terday that the decision 
on whether to resume 
the search was Malay-
sia’s.

“I can understand how 
Malaysians are incredi-
bly driven by finding the 
wreckage,” said Joyce, 
who became transport 
minister two weeks ago.

“I have, to be quite 
frank, some concerns 
as to whether it will be 
found,” he added.

Search conditions are 
best during the current 
southern hemisphe-
re summer, before the 
colder months bring 
storm-force winds and 
mountainous seas. AP

Indonesia

Inmates riot, set fires 
at prison in Aceh

MH370

Sub-equipped ship departs South 
Africa to search for missing plane

South Korea

President Moon apologizes to 
ex-sex slaves over Japan deal
Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

South Korea’s president yes-
terday apologized to Korean 

women forced into sexual sla-
very by Japan’s imperial army in 
World War II over what he called 
a flawed 2015 deal with Tokyo to 
settle long-running disputes over 
the issue.

President Moon Jae-in issued 
the apology during a meeting 
with nine former sexual slavery 
victims, all of them now elderly 
women. It’s the first time that 
Moon has apologized over the 
deal, which was struck before he 
took office last May.

“I feel sorry for the fact that the 
deal was reached without liste-
ning to your opinions and was 
against your wills. I’m offering 
words of apology as president,” 
Moon said.

Last week, a state-appointed 
panel concluded Seoul’s pre-
vious conservative government 
failed to properly communicate 
with the victims before reaching 
the deal. Moon later ordered 
officials to map out measures 
to meet the victims’ demands, 
though he said the issues over 
history shouldn’t affect the ef-
forts to build “future-oriented” 

relations between the countries.
Moon’s moves placed the pros-

pect for the deal into doubt, with 
Tokyo warning that any attempt 
to revise the accord would make 
bilateral relations “unmanageab-
le” and “unacceptable.”

In December 2015, the gover-
nment of Moon’s conservative 
predecessor, Park Geun-hye, 
agreed to settle the sex slavery 
dispute in return for an apology 
from Japan’s prime minister and 
a pledge of 1 billion yen (USD8.8 

million). Park was later removed 
from office over a separate cor-
ruption scandal and is now on a 
trial.

Some experts say it’s unlikely 
that Moon will completely scrap 
the deal and trigger a major di-

plomatic row with Japan at a 
time when they are working clo-
sely with the United States to 
resolve the standoff over North 
Korea’s nuclear program.

Historians say tens of thou-
sands of women from around 
Asia, many of them Korean, were 
sent to front-line military bro-
thels to provide sex to Japanese 
soldiers. Japan colonized the 
Korean Peninsula from 1910-45, 
before it was divided into North 
and South Korea later.

A total of 239 South Korean 
women have officially registered 
themselves as former sex slaves 
with authorities, a status that 
makes them eligible for state 
subsidy and benefits. Thirty two 
of them are still alive. Experts 
say many other former sex slaves 
haven’t come forward largely out 
of worries about social stigma in 
a conservative country that had 
long prized women’s chastity. AP

Fire fighters use a hose to extinguish a room in a prison 
resulting from a riot in Aceh province yesterday

South Korean President Moon Jae-in (right) meets with South Korean Kim Bok-dong who was forced into sexual slavery by 
Japan’s military at a hospital in Seoul yesterday
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Zarar Khan, Islamabad

Pakistan is ready to 
face any U.S. action in 
the wake of President 
Donald Trump’s tweet 

on New Year’s Day threatening 
the country, the defense minister 
and the army spokesman said.

Defense Minister Khurram 
Dastagir said yesterday there 
should be “no doubt or fear as the 
defense of Pakistan is in compe-
tent and strong hands.” Earlier, 
army spokesman Maj. Gen. Asif 
Ghafoor said Pakistan’s response 
will be in line with the wishes of 
the Pakistani people.

Trump has accused Islamabad 
of providing a safe haven for ter-
rorists. On Monday, he tweeted 
that the United States had “foo-
lishly” given Pakistan more than 
USD33 billion in aid in the last 15 
years and had gotten nothing in 
return but “lies & deceit.”

Washington confirmed it will 
withhold $255 million in U.S. 
military aid to Pakistan this year, 
a threat first issued last August 
when Trump announced his Af-
ghan policy, which took aim at 
Pakistan and demanded an end 
to Islamabad’s alleged support 
for the Afghan Taliban.

Pakistan denies supporting mi-
litants, pointing to its own war 
against extremist groups battling 
to overthrow the government.

In contrast to recent visits 
by U.S. Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson and Defense Secretary 

Jim Mattis who spoke of  “en-
gagement and trust-building 
during their visits here [...]  now 
President Trump and Vice Presi-
dent Pence are talking of threats, 
insults and ‘putting Pakistan on 
notice,’” Dastagir said. “We have 
to develop our strategy cool-hea-
dedly, after analyzing the both 
sides of U.S. administration.”

Ayaz Sadiq, speaker of the lower 
house of parliament, told repor-
ters after a closed-door meeting 
of the parliament’s national se-
curity committee that they dis-
cussed the situation following 
Trump’s tweet and that a follow- 
up meeting will decide on the 
“strategy.”

“A balanced response is needed 
that would preserve the coun-
try’s dignity while engaging with 
the U.S.,” Sadiq said. “We have 
to look as to why questions were 
raised about” Pakistan.

On Wednesday night, Ghafoor 
told local Geo TV that Pakistan 
wants to continue cooperation 
with the U.S. but will not “com-
promise on national interests 
and prestige.”

“Allies don’t fight,” he said, ad-
ding that “the U.S. should realize 
how Pakistan has been coopera-
tive in the war against terror.”

Pakistan says much of the mo-
ney it received from the U.S. 

came as reimbursement in coali-
tion support for services the 
country provided in the war on 
terror. It says the U.S. still owes 
Pakistan $9 billion in the coali-
tion support fund.

The uneasy U.S.-Pakistan rela-
tionship has been on a downward 
spiral since the 2011 U.S. opera-
tion that killed Osama bin Laden 
in his hideout in the Pakistani 
town of Abbottabad. AP

Pakistan

After Trump tweet, minister 
talks of ‘response’ to US action

Pakistan’s army spokesman Maj. Gen. Asif Ghafoor
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A wave of protests against 
the Iranian government is 

adding new urgency to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s delibe-
rations over whether to rip up 
the nuclear deal with Tehran 
that he has long threatened to 
cast aside.

Trump faces a series of key 
decisions starting next week 
- foremost, whether to honor 
part the 2015 agreement that 
lifted restrictions on Iran’s 
banking, oil and shipping 
industries. He could opt to 
re-impose the sanctions and 
risk collapse of the accord, a 
move that could isolate the 
U.S.

The protests and crackdown 
give Trump an unexpected 
opportunity to turn sustained 
negative attention on the Ira-
nian government. He could 
use the violence to pressure a 
divided Congress to back new 
sanctions legislation. He cou-
ld also urge European allies 
to take tougher action on Iran 
along with the U.S., such as 
new measures targeting indi-
viduals or entities that censor 
or harm demonstrators.

But walking away from the 
nuclear deal - known as the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action and signed by six 
countries and the European 
Union - would likely take tho-
se opportunities off the table.

“The U.S., if we chose to re- 
impose sanctions under the 
JCPOA at this point, we wou-
ld be alone in doing that,” said  
Michael Singh, managing 
director of the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy 
and a former senior director 
for Middle East affairs under 
President George W. Bush. 

“While I don’t think you can 
say that they would be inef-
fective,” Singh said, “I think 
it’s hard to imagine that they 
would generate the results 
that we would be looking for.”

New Sanctions
For administration officials 

and lawmakers who want to 
keep the U.S. in the accord, 
those pending decisions have 
added momentum to a push 
for new sanctions legislation 
in Congress that could give 
the president enough political 
cover to keep the deal alive.

Senator Bob Corker, chair-
man of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, is spearheading 
an effort to forge a bipartisan 
compromise that would tigh-
ten restrictions on Iran while 
preserving the deal, in a way 
that would be palatable to Eu-
ropean partners. Yet, Corker, 
a Tennessee Republican, cau-
tioned that the protests shou-
ldn’t determine the fate of the 
deal and that the U.S. should 
avoid becoming involved in 
the discord.

“I would hope that we would 
not make ourselves the focus 
of that,” Corker said. “That 

just gives them an outside 
force to focus on and divert 
people’s interest or interest 
towards us instead of towards 
the Iranian government it-
self.”

Corker said he will meet 
Thursday with White House 
officials to discuss Iran. He 
has been working with Sena-
tor Ben Cardin of Maryland, 
the senior Democrat on the 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
for months on the measure.

Cardin said he doesn’t yet 
have a sense of Trump’s 
thinking on the “complica-
ted” decision, and that he 
also plans to discuss the issue 
this week with White House 
officials. “We’re more than 
willing to be helpful, provi-
ded that Europe is O.K. with 
it, and we don’t violate the 
agreement,” he said.

‘Fundamental 
Rights’

Europeans are standing by 
the nuclear agreement even as 
they have criticized the crack-
down on protesters.

“Breaking all contact would 
lead to the risk of strengthe-
ning the extremists,” French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
said yesterday [Macau time] 
in Paris. He urged a coordi-
nated response by the Euro-

pean Union that stresses the 
importance of human rights 
without calling into question 
the Iran nuclear accord.

One European diplomat at 
the United Nations, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
said that preserving the agree-
ment is of utmost importance 
and is separate from the pro-
tests.

The European Union, in a 
statement released Tuesday, 
said “peaceful demonstration 
and freedom of expression are 
fundamental rights that apply 
to every country, and Iran is 
no exception.” The statement 
didn’t mention the nuclear 
agreement.

Germany’s government has 
been talking with the Trump 
administration in recent days 
and isn’t considering resto-
ring sanctions against Iran, 
according to a government 
official in Berlin. They plan to 
uphold the deal and the aim of 
using trade to promote chan-
ge in Iran, said the official, 
who asked not to be identified 
discussing details of policy 
making.

Singh said European leaders 
want to minimize instabili-
ty in the Middle East and are 
invested in the idea that Ira-
nian President Hassan Rou-
hani and his foreign minister, 

Javad Zarif, could eventually 
bring Iranian behavior more 
in line with expectations of 
the international community.

‘U.S. Interventionist’
In a letter to the UN Securi-

ty Council and the UN secre-
tary-general, Iran cited what 
it called “U.S. interventionist” 
efforts, saying that the Ame-
ricans were employing “de-
vious” measures to skirt the 
nuclear agreement and hurt 
Iran economically. In the con-
text of the demonstrations, 
Iran accused Trump of inser-
ting the U.S. “in a grotesque 
way in Iran’s internal affairs 
under the pretext of providing 
support for sporadic protests.”

U.S. officials said they did 
not have a hand in generating 
the protests and were surpri-
sed by them. But officials say 
they are seeking to learn what 
they can about how these pro-
tests differ from the demons-
trations of 1978 and in 2009 
and what that says about the 
stability of the Tehran regime.

Trump hasn’t decided what 
course to take on the nuclear 
agreement, according to U.S. 
officials familiar with the dis-
cussions who spoke on con-
dition of anonymity. Options 
addressing the future of the 
deal and the U.S. response to 

the crackdown on protesters 
will be presented to the pre-
sident in the coming days, the 
officials said.

One official said the adminis-
tration has previously taken a 
comprehensive view of Iran, 
suggesting the crackdown on 
demonstrators is likely to be 
a factor in Trump’s decision. 
Trump’s view is that the U.S. 
can play a role in deterring 
violence against the protes-
ters, the official said. He voi-
ced his support for protesters 
Wednesday, telling them in 
a tweet that the U.S. “will be 
with you at the appropriate 
time!”

Trump has long criticized 
the nuclear agreement, which 
was forged by his predecessor 
former President Barack Oba-
ma. In addition to Iran and 
the U.S., the signatories in-
clude China, France, Russia, 
the U.K., Germany and the 
European Union. In October, 
Trump refused to certify that 
it was in the U.S.’s interest, 
and, he’s expected to do so 
again next week.

Corker cautioned he was not 
certain he could get an agree-
ment in time for next week’s 
deadline but expressed hope 
for patience “as long as the 
president knows that progress 
is being made.” Bloomberg

Analysis

Iran protests could give Trump 
an advantage on nuclear deal
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A man who has been arrested 30 times for stealing buses and 
trains may be taking a plea deal in his latest escapade that would 
send him to a mental institution.

Darius McCollum, 52, had been charged with criminal impersona-
tion and grand larceny in his latest arrest, a 2015 case where he was 
caught behind the wheel of a Greyhound bus. He has told the AP he 
was feeling hopeless and depressed at the time.

McCollum has an autism spectrum disorder, which often includes 
repetitive behaviors and a difficulty with impulse control, and he has 
said he needs help. He doesn’t want to plead guilty to any charge 
that will send him to prison and at one point said he would rather to 
go trial — his first ever.

At a contentious court hearing Wednesday, lawyers tried to ham-
mer out the deal that started off with an offer of up to seven years 
behind bars, but may end with McCollum saying he is not guilty by 
reasons of mental defect and then being sent to a mental institution 
for treatment. They will return to court Monday.

At age 15, McCollum was caught driving a subway train only be-
cause someone noticed him. He had been letting off passengers 
and moving along the route from Penn Station to World Trade Center 
as if he were a transit worker.

His story has been in newspapers and magazines for decades. A 
documentary about his life, “Off the Rails,” was released in 2016. A 
feature film, tentatively titled “Train Man” and to star Julia Roberts 
as McCollum’s attorney, was in the works, but Roberts is no longer 
attached and the movie is now in limbo.

The attorney, Sally Butler, has been McCollum’s lawyer since his 
last guilty plea for stealing a Trailways bus in 2010, and she has be-
come something of a caretaker for him over the past five years.

Prosecutors yesterday suggested Butler had a vested interest in 
the seeing the case go to trial because of the feature film, and asked 
a judge to have another attorney present the plea deal to McCollum.

Butler was visibly upset by the suggestion.

 Offbeat
Man arrested 30 times in train, bus 
thefts may take deal

Israel has airlifted thousands of Jewish Ethiopian refugees out of 
Sudan, it has emerged.

Operation Moses, which has been taking place in secret since 
21 November 1984, has been suspended since news of the covert 
airlift became public.

Press leaks have forced the Israeli Government to admit that 
about 8,000 Ethiopians fleeing famine-struck Ethiopia have now 
arrived in Israel.

The Arab world has been angered by Khartoum’s decision to 
co-operate with Israel and allow charter planes to fly from Sudan - 
which does not recognise the country.

The Israeli Prime Minister, Shimon Peres, has insisted that Ope-
ration Moses will continue.

Jewish people from Ethiopia are said to be able to trace their 
lineage back almost 3,000 years and may be the descendants of 
King Solomon and the Queen of Sheba.

They are a minority in Ethiopia where the major religions are 
Christianity and Islam.

The Jewish community has suffered discrimination, particularly 
in recent years under Marxist President Colonel Mengistu Haile 
Mariam who prohibited the practice of Judaism and the teaching 
of Hebrew.

The operation began following reports last September that more 
Jewish refugees from Ethiopia were arriving in Sudan, and many 
were dying from malnutrition.

Some of them, who now live in Israel, claim that details of Ope-
ration Moses was leaked by Israelis who have been alarmed at the 
number of Jewish refugees from Ethiopia arriving in the country.

Until recently they were not given Jewish status and public opi-
nion in Israel on the government’s motives for launching Operation 
Moses are mixed.

Some believe its reasons are humanitarian, but others think the 
refugees from Ethiopia are simply the latest immigrants to settle in 
Israel and raise the numbers now living there.

There are now between 10,000 and 15,000 Jewish people from 
Ethiopia living in Israel.

Estimates suggest there is still a similar figure living in famine-hit 
villages in the Ethiopian province of Gondar and 1,000 in refugee 
camps in Sudan.

Jewish people from Ethiopia who live in Israel claim the publicity 
surrounding the operation has endangered the safety of refugees 
in Sudan.

Courtesy BBC News

1985 Israel ends major 
         Ethiopian rescue mission

It is estimated that around 4,000 Jewish people from Ethiopia died mak-
ing the journey by foot to Sudan.
The US completed the airlift when it launched Operation Joshua in the 
same year.
In 1991, Israel launched Operation Solomon and airlifted 15,000 Ethiopi-
an Jewish people.
There are now around 80,000 Jewish people from Ethiopia living in 
Israel, but they have faced difficulties assimilating into society.
According to a government report in 1999, many cannot write Hebrew 
and the unemployment rate among the Ethiopian community in Israel is 
at least three times the national average.
An independent report has said that Jewish people from Ethiopia were 
“no longer viewed as a curiosity, but as a familiar part of Israel’s ethnic 
mosaic”.
In January 2004, the Israeli government announced that it would speed 
up the removal of 18,000 Jewish people still living in Ethiopia.
The Falasha Mura community, as they are known, say they are the last 
remaining Jewish community in Ethiopia and have long been persecuted 
for their beliefs. 
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In context

TV canal macau

Saturday
10:30
11:30
12:30
13:00
13:30
15:00
18:15
19:20
20:30
21:00
21:45
23:00
23:30
00:35
01:05

Moon Circus
Boonie Bears
Miscellaneous
TDM News (Repeated)
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)			 
Portuguese Serie (Resume)
Miscellaneous
Luis de Matos - Magic Show
Main News, Financial & Weather Report	 (PT)		
Drama (PT)				  
Portuguese Serie
TDM News
Miscellaneous				  
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)		
RTPi Live				  

Friday
13:00
13:30
15:00
17:25
18:20
19:10
19:45
19:50
20:30
21:20
22:10
23:00
23:30
01:00
01:50

TDM News (Repeated)			 
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast			 
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
TDM Talk Show (Repeated)
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report			
Portuguese Serie
Brazilian Soap Opera				  
TDM News
Movie: Apollo 18
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

Sunday
11:00
12:00
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:45
16:45
19:40
20:30
21:00
22:00
23:00
23:30
00:20
00:55

Sunday Mass (Live)				  
Miscellaneous				  
TDM News (Repeated)		
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast		
Zig Zag
Pop Lusa Sr 2
Brainstorm
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)		
Non-daily Portuguese News
Documentary 
TDM News
Bocage
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

cineteatro
04 Jan - 08 Jan

COCO
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15pm
Director: Lee Unkrich
Starring:  Anthony Gonzalez, Gael García Bernal, 
Benjamin Bratt    
Language: Cantonese (English) 
Duration: 105 min

jumanji: welcome to the jungle
room 2
09:30pm
Director: Jake Kasdan
Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Karen Gillan, 
Kevin Hart    
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 119 min

INSIDIOUS: CHAPTER 4 
room 2
02:30, 04:30, 07:30, 9:30pm
Director: Adam Robitel
Starring: Lin Shaye, Angus Sampson, Leigh Whannell, Josh 
Stewart    
Language: English (Chinese) 
Duration: 103 min

AJIN
room 3
02:30, 04:30, 07:30, 9:30pm
Director: Katsuyuki Motohi
Starring: Takeru Satoh, Go Ayano, Testuji Tamayama,  
Yu Shirota    
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English) 
Duration: 105 min
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Across: 1- Long-finned tuna; 9- Ad astra per ___; 15- Interlocution; 
16- Frightens; 17- Piano composit ion; 18- Bibl ical dancing gir l ;  19- 
Mandela's org.; 20- Shade of green; 21- ___ your l i fe!;  22- Eye drop; 
24- John of "Ful l  House"; 28- Fingers; 29- Bars legal ly; 31- Extinct 
f l ightless bird; 32- Bee fol lower; 33- Shrivel led, without moisture; 34- 
Texti le fabric; 36- Mayfly; 38- Pertaining to t ime; 40- ___ Romeo; 43- 
Bleat of a sheep; 44- ___ go bragh!; 45- Begs; 47- Naval rank, brief ly; 
48- Hunting cat; 50- Bl ind piece; 51- Room at the top; 53- Droop; 
55- EMT's ski l l ;  56- Fit with clothes; 58- Renounce; 60- Cantankerous; 
61- Produces milk; 62- Disease of l ivestock; 63- Soft-shel l  clams;
 
Down:  1- Congenital ly attached; 2- Pride woman; 3- Berryl ike; 4- 
High-pitched; 5- ___ d'etat; 6- Female beast; 7- Attack; 8- Wide shoe 
size; 9- Pompous sort; 10- Adapted 
for cl imbing; 11- ___ Alto, CA; 12- 
Blue books?; 13- Reconstruct; 
14- In ___ (sort of) ;  23- Composer 
Ned; 25- Inf lexible; 26- Highway 
stop; 27- Balt ic feeder; 30- Mil l 
morsel;  34- Reason for a raise; 35- 
Runs without moving; 37- Israel i 
dance; 38- Blast of a trumpet; 39- 
Shift ing eastward; 41- Hooked; 
42- Power plug transformer; 43- 
English photographer; 45- Caper; 
46- Emphasis; 49- Convocation of 
witches; 52- Intestinal sections; 54- 
"___ grip!"; 57- Scandinavian rug; 
58- Gore and Hirt;  59- Leg, slangi ly;

The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard
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Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

-1
3
6
5
-8

sleet
drizzle
drizzle

cloudy/drizzle
moderate snow

-7
-20
-3
-19
-6
-9
2
5
5
-4
4
-3
3
16
14
17

3
-9
3

-13
-4
6
5
7
17
1
7
0
6
20
19
22

1
6
9
8
-4

overcast/cloudy
clear/cloudy

overcast/clear
cloudy/clear

cloudy
clear

overcast
overcast/drizzle

clear
moderate snow
drizzle/overcast

sleet/overcast
drizzle
drizzle
drizzle
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Give a fire some air and you can 
really feel the heat. Right now you 
and someone new are sparking off 
of each other all over, especially 
when you add your flirtatious 
rambling into the mix.

April 20-May 20
Are you eating because you need 
sustenance - or chowing down 
for other, maybe more emotional, 
reasons? As one of the earthier 
people out there, you can sometimes 
respond to stress through your body.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You're full of ideas now, and it's a 
good thing, too - because you've 
got more than you know what to do 
with! Delegate all the stupid details 
(and the follow-up) to others for 
now.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
From answering ancient 
messages to replying to old 
invites, you're the master of 
tying up loose ends now. It's not 
just communication matters, 
either.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Are you stuck in the mire of 
dealing with career needs and 
other necessary, but taxing, 
responsibilities? Your energy has 
a major change of plans in store 
for you. 

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Unanswered questions sometimes 
spark your creativity, but right 
now you're better off sticking to 
the basics and taking care of any 
details that come up. You find that 
once you're in the groove.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Though you're normally the apex of 
sociability and grace, right now, you 
rise to even greater heights of social 
genius with barely any provocation. 
Indulge your curiosity about 
different people, places, and things.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Even your best-laid plans need to be 
double-checked, confirmed and then 
(sigh) triple-checked before you're 
sure that everything should work out 
right. Your energy demands caution 
in all business and financial matters.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Boredom is not on your schedule 
right now, thank heavens. Curiosity 
and competitiveness are taking up 
too much room to allow anything 
else! Take advantage of this buzzing 
energy to get a lot of things moving.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Immunize yourself against a 
dangerous case of flakiness that's 
making the rounds by ensuring that 
your communication style is direct 
and to the point. Others may have a 
hard time expressing their feelings.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If you felt that certain elements of 
life were carved in stone, today is the 
day to shake things up in a big way. 
Your personal energy is pushing 
you to stick with generalities, rather 
than trying to nail anything down.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Sparks fly - in the best possible way 
- when you and the right person 
get clicking. All partnerships (from 
romantic to business and beyond) 
really get moving thanks to today's 
energy,

  Aquarius Pisces

 ad
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Basketball | NBA

Embiid shakes off sprained 
hand, Sixers edge Spurs

Tennis

Sharapova, Halep advance to 
semifinals at Shenzhen Open
Maria Sharapova 

continued her pre-
parations for an Australian 
Open return by beating 
Zarina Diyas 6-3, 6-3 yes-
terday to advance to the 
Shenzhen Open semifinals 
along with top-seeded Si-
mona Halep.

The five-time major win-
ner dictated play against 
Diyas, hitting 24 winners 
and five aces to clinch vic-

tory in just under 90 mi-
nutes.

“I didn’t play my best 
tennis, and there’s cer-
tainly a lot of things to 
improve on,” Sharapova 
said. “The great thing is 
that I’m through and have 
another chance to play to-
morrow.”

She will play either defen-
ding champion and No.6-
seeded Katerina Siniakova 

or Kristyna Pliskova for a 
place in the final.

Sharapova missed the 
last Australian Open 
during a doping ban that 
dated back to a failed test 
for meldonium at Mel-
bourne Park in 2016, and 
is keen to make a return to 
the season’s opening ma-
jor which starts Jan. 15.

Top-ranked Halep also 
eased into the semifinals 

with a 6-2, 6-2 win over 
Aryna Sabalenka.

Halep’s 3-6, 6-1, 6-2 win 
over local favorite Duan 
Yingying on Wednesday 
ensured she will retain the 
No. 1 ranking for the Aus-
tralian Open.

Irina-Camelia Begu ad-
vanced to the Shenzhen se-
mifinals earlier yesterday 
with a 7-5, 7-5 win over 
Timea Babos. AP

Dan Gelston, Philadelphia

Joel Embiid went from 
doubtful to dominant, 
using a sprained right 
hand that nearly sidelined 

him to instead rock the rim, swat 
shots and stop the Spurs.

“I want to be out there with 
them. I don’t want to quit on 
them,” Embiid said.

Ruled out by the 76ers before 
tipoff, Embiid made the call to 
push through and play, and then 
dealt San Antonio a rare bad 
hand in Philadelphia. Embiid 
had 21 points and 11 rebounds to 
lead the 76ers to a 112-106 win 
over the Spurs on Wednesday 
night.

The Sixers needed all 35 mi-
nutes from Embiid to knock off 
short-handed San Antonio and 
snap a 12-game losing streak to 
the Spurs.

It was the same old Embiid 
during the 76ers’ fast start. He 
grabbed a rebound and had a 
putback for the first score of the 
game and had six points and six 
rebounds in the first quarter.

He slammed home an alley- 
oop in the third and never even 
looked at his hand as he sank a 
free throw to finish the play.

“I was fine. Nothing to worry 
about,” Embiid said.

Embiid, who blocked four sho-
ts, sat by his locker and had se-
veral minutes of treatment to try 
and prevent further swelling. He 
had an anti-inflammatory gel 
gently massaged into the palm of 
his massive hand. Embiid’s fle-
xed his fingers before his bruised 
hand was wrapped in ice.

“That’s a gutsy effort,” coach 
Brett Brown said.

Brown fleeced his good friend 
and former boss, Spurs coach 
Gregg Popovich, on the condi-
tion of his cornerstone center 
during their pregame chat. Popo-
vich learned only minutes before 
tipoff that Embiid — and not lis-
ted center Amir Johnson — was 
in the lineup.

“I’m glad he played,” Popovich 
said. “I want to see him play. He’s 
great.”

Embiid suffered the injury in 
a hard fall Saturday against the 
Suns and had said before the 

game his hand was swollen and 
he couldn’t shoot. But he used 
a soft touch to sink a couple of 
jumpers during pregame drills, 
and that was enough to convince 
the Sixers he could play.

The Sixers blew a 16-point lead 
and might have been thumped 
from the outset had the Spurs 
not sat five players.

Spurs coach Gregg Popovich 
benched Manu Ginobili, Danny 
Green, Kawhi Leonard, Tony 
Parker and Rudy Gay with his 
team playing the second of back-
to-back games.

Ben Simmons put the Sixers 
ahead 106-103 on a goaltended 
basket and free throw. JJ Redick 
buried a long jumper — with an 
assist from Embiid — and Sim-
mons shook the rim with a dunk 
that brought the fans to their feet 
and sealed the win.

“It’s a team that didn’t have a 

full-strength roster,” Brown said, 
“but it in my eyes, it’s still the San 
Antonio Spurs.”

TIP-INS
Spurs: Patty Mills led the Spurs 

with 26 points and LaMarcus Al-
dridge had 24 points and 14 re-
bounds.

76ers: Soccer star Carli Lloyd 
rang the ceremonial Liberty Bell 
to start the game. [...] Simmons 
had 26 points and Redick scored 
20.

FULTZ UPDATE
Markelle Fultz, the No. 1 pick 

of the 2017 draft, appears close 
to playing again after missing 
two months with right shoul-
der soreness. Fultz has played 
in only four games this season, 
all as a reserve. He participated 
in both 4-on-4 half-court drills 
and light 1-on-1 work this week 

at practice. Fultz struggled with 
his mechanics when he did play, 
and his shooting form was widely 
mocked around the NBA.

Brown said he had not determi-
ned how Fultz would be worked 
into the rotation when he did re-
turn.

“I’m excited because he comple-
tely connects the dots to what we 
don’t have,” Brown said. “Anybo-
dy that can create their own shot, 
anybody that can create some-
thing for somebody else is of ex-
treme value to the collection of 
what we do. That is his skillset.”

GOOD FRIENDS
Brown was all smiles when he 

caught up with Popovich. Brown 
joined the Spurs as a member of 
their basketball operations de-
partment in 1998-99 and was 
a member of the Spurs organi-
zation for the first four of their 

championship seasons (1999, 
2003, 2005 and 2007).

Brown had been 0-8 vs. Popo-
vich.

Popovich said Brown was the 
right coach for the job and to 
handle the painful, ongoing re-
build in Philadelphia

“It’s the fortitude, the patien-
ce that he’s exhibited in such a 
consistent manner in tough cir-
cumstances for several years,” 
Popovich said. “I don’t know of a 
coach that I’ve ever run into that 
could handle that adversity and 
stay so positive and continue to 
teach.”

Brown has a 93-272 career re-
cord in four-plus seasons with 
the Sixers.

UP NEXT
Spurs: Host Phoenix on Fri-

day. 76ers: Host Detroit on Fri-
day. AP

Maria Sharapova of Russia returns the ball during a quarter final 
match against Zarina Diyas of Kazakhstan at the WTA Shenzhen 
Open tennis tournament

San Antonio Spurs’ Joffrey Lauvergne (77) goes up for a shot past Philadelphia 76ers’ Joel Embiid (21) 
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Guterres welcomes Koreas’ 
communications link reopening

The U.N. is welcoming the reopening of a 
key cross-border communication channel be-
tween North Korea and South Korea.

A spokesman for Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said that “it is always a positive de-
velopment to have dialogue” between the Ko-
reas.

Spokesman Farhan Haq also notes that the 
U.N. remains committed to seeing the Korean 
Peninsula free of nuclear weapons and hopes 

“enhanced diplomatic initiatives” will help 
achieve that goal.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un reopened 
the communication link Wednesday for the 
first time in nearly two years as the rivals ex-
plored the possibility of talks.

On Tuesday, South Korea offered high-level 
discussions with the North to find ways to coo-
perate on next month’s Winter Olympics in the 
South and discuss other inter-Korean issues.
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Apologies warranted  
New Year greetings is a must for a politician 

and even more so for a statesman: it provides 
the perfect occasion to reflect on past deeds 
and put achievements as well as setbacks in 
a different light, when one is not only judged 
on his action but also on his capacity to reflect 
upon his action; it corresponds also to a new 
beginning, a form of rejuvenation stemming 
from the course one is capable to draw for the 
future, with clarity of mind and rigor of asses-
sment, striking a fine balance between what is 
desirable and what is feasible. Ultimately, this 
is an opportune time to mend fractures, heal 
wounds and bring the community together, es-
pecially because it also corresponds to a time 
of rejoicing, even though Christmas in our part 
of the world tends to be overly concerned with 
its highly consumerist side. But in Macao we 
are lucky: handover day falls on December 
20th, and so everything is about values and 
virtues, with handover celebration speeches 
extending their long shadow over the final two 
weeks of the year.

As it is often the case in Chinese, Mr Chui 
Sai On chose an adage in four characters — 
two times four actually — to title his New Year 
wishes: “bai zhe bu nao, ying nan er shang,” 
that can roughly be translated by “being un-
daunted by repeated setbacks and meeting the 
challenges head on.” It conveys the virtues of 
perseverance, and the capacity to surmount 
any kind of adversity. No doubt that this is fitting 
after the disaster brought about by the devas-
tating typhoon Hato in August that claimed 10 
lives, maimed more than 240 others and cau-
sed more than 11 billion in physical damage. Mr 
Chui makes no ambiguity about it as he devotes 
a lengthy paragraph making up one fifth of his 
greetings to the matter. To say what exactly?

First, that this was the worst typhoon since 
1953 and that everybody had been taken by 
surprise as the community had grown compla-
cent as it had not been confronted with such 
upheavals in the “relatively peaceful past de-
cades.” Then, Mr Chui goes on in praising the 
remarkable traditional virtues displayed by the 
Macao people, especially the ones of “inclusi-
veness” and “mutual assistance”, overcoming 
the difficulties thanks to a remarkable sense 
of solidarity. Had Mr Chui stop there, I don’t 
think I would have even bothered writing this 
column: after all, the rest of the greetings is just 
one big exercise in stuffing as many slogans as 
possible — “one belt, one road”, five-year plan, 
“centre for tourism and leisure”, “economic and 
trade co-operation platform for China and Por-
tuguese-speaking countries”, etc. And then, Mr 
Chui’s greetings appear in the  Chinese langua-
ge “Macao Daily News” next to the ones of the 
director of the Liaison Office in Macao, on page 
7, in which Zheng Xiaosong provides a long 
commentary on the vision provided by the just 
concluded 19th Party Congress in Beijing. No 
wonder then that Mr Chui would make five re-
ferences to the “one country, two systems” for-
mula whereas he mentions only once the “high 
degree of autonomy” in his short recitation.

Even the overemphasis on the element of sur-
prise and the common (and yet wrong) unders-
tanding that one cannot anticipate the unexpec-
ted are not that shocking after all: one cannot 
blame Mr Chui for not having read Emile de 
Girardin whose words should serve as the in-
cipit of any policy address — “To govern is  to 
foresee” (Gouverner c’est prévoir).

But when one fails to anticipate, when one 
promises repeatedly to build adequate infras-
tructure to fight flooding and natural disasters 
and yet one fails to deliver and is thus indirectly 
responsible for the death of 10 people, what 
should one do at the very least? Apologize! Not 
a word asking for forgiveness in Mr Chui’s ser-
mon. Is being indomitable grounded in a total 
lack of empathy and sympathy? Isn’t Mr Chui 
aware that he is running the most reviled go-
vernment since 1999?

Kapok
Eric Sautedé

US-Pakistan The Trump 
administration is accusing 
Pakistan of severe 
violations of religious 
freedom in a further sign 
of deteriorating relations. 
The State Department 
has announced that it’s 
placing the South Asian 
nation on a special watch 
list, pursuant to 2016 
legislation. More on p13

South Africa A 
passenger train carrying 
people home after the 
holidays slammed into a 
truck in rural South Africa 
yesterday, killing at least 
12 people and injuring 
more than 260 others, the 
government said.

Russia and four other 
former Soviet republics 
have protested a plan to 
attach an explanatory text 
about the role of Soviet 
World War II commander 
Ivan Konev in history 
to his monument in 
Prague. Konev remains a 
controversial figure for his 
role in crushing the 1956 
anti-Soviet uprising in 
Hungary.

Turkey A suggestion by 
Turkey’s state religious 
affairs body that girls 
as young as 9 could 
marry has sparked 
an outcry, including 
calls for an inquiry 
and the dismantling 
of the scandal-tainted 
organization.

Italy Thieves stole 
precious Indian jewels 
from the famed Al Thani 
Collection that were 
on show in a Venetian 
palace, making off with 
a brooch and a pair of 
earrings by mixing in with 
the crowd on the final day 
of the exhibition, police 
said.

Brazil Environmentalists 
in Brazil say they are 
trying to figure out 
why more than 80 gray 
dolphins have died in less 
than a month on the coast 
of Rio de Janeiro state. 
The Gray Dolphin Institute 
says it has retrieved five 
dead dolphins a day but 
what has caused their 
deaths is still unknown.

The White House said 
President Donald 

Trump was left feeling “fu-
rious” and “disgusted” af-
ter claims by his former top 
adviser Steve Bannon in a 
new book. 

White House Press Secre-
tary Sarah Huckabee San-
ders complained yesterday 
[Macau time] the book con-
tained “outrageous” and 
“completely false claims 
against the president, his 
administration and his fa-
mily.” 

She added that the book, 
“Fire and Fury: Inside the 
Trump White House” by 
Michael Wolff, is filled 
with “false and misleading 
accounts from individuals 
who have no access or in-
fluence with the White 
House.”

The criticism was spur-
red by Wolff’s account that 
paints Trump as a leader 
who doesn’t understand 
the weight of the presiden-
cy.

A lawyer for President 
Donald Trump is threate-
ning legal action against 
former White House stra-
tegist Steve Bannon over 
what he calls “disparaging 
statements and in some 
cases outright defamatory 
statements” in a new book.

Trump attorney Charles 
Harder has sent a letter to 
Bannon, saying the former 
Trump aide violated con-
fidentiality agreements by 
speaking with reporter Mi-

chael Wolff for a book. The 
letter demands Bannon 
“cease and desist” any fur-
ther disclosure of confiden-
tial information.

In the book, Bannon is 
quoted as describing a June 
2016 meeting at Trump 
Tower between Donald 
Trump Jr., Trump cam-
paign aides and a Russian 
lawyer as “treasonous.”

Bannon did not immedia-
tely respond to a request 
for comment. ABC News 
first reported the letter 
from Harder.

President Donald Trump 
is blasting his former chief 
strategist ahead of the re-
lease of a new, unflattering 
book.

Trump says that when 
Steve Bannon was fired, 
“he not only lost his job, he 
lost his mind.”

The new book by Michael 

Wolff offers a series of ex-
plosive revelations and 
allegations. It paints Trump 
as a leader who doesn’t un-
derstand the weight of the 
presidency and spends his 
evenings eating cheesebur-
gers in bed, watching tele-
vision and talking on the 
phone to old friends.

Bannon is quoted as des-
cribing a June 2016 mee-
ting at Trump Tower be-
tween Donald Trump Jr., 
Trump campaign aides and 
a Russian lawyer as “trea-
sonous.”

Other Trump’s represen-
tatives and first lady Mela-
nia Trump are also pushing 
back against the explosi-
ve new book that, among 
other things, says Trump 
never expected to be elec-
ted and that his wife shed 
tears, but not of joy, on 
election night. MDT/AP

Trump left ‘furious,’ with 
Bannon over new book
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Snow time. A woman battles through a heavy storm on top of the Feldberg 
mountain near Frankfurt, Germany.

AP Photo/Michael Probst decisive moment
The

President Donald Trump with ‘thens’: then-National Security Adviser 
Michael Flynn (center) and then-chief strategist Steve Bannon (right) in 
the Oval Office in January last year
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