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ulu’s defense asks
for trial postponement

48,000 babies will be -_—————— a pP3
born this year in the
refugee camps for
Rohingya Muslims
who have fled to
Bangladesh after
military operations
against them in
Myanmar. More on p12

WORLD BRIEFS

AP PHOTO

PHILIPPINES Eight
people were killed

in the southern
Philippines when a
rusty mortar round

they thought was an
iron canister with gold
inside exploded as they
tried to pry it open with
a hammer.

INDONESIA A rare
Sumatran tiger killed
a woman working at

a palm oil plantation
in western Indonesia,
the latest human-tiger
conflict in an area

hit by widespread
deforestation.

INDIA Pollce sald

four officers were
killed Saturday when
rebels fighting against ’

Indian rule in disputed
Kashmir detonated a
bomb on a street the
officers were patrolling.
More on pi12

PAKISTAN An Afghan

Iranian tanker collides with

Rl {reighter oftf China; 32 missing

More on backpage
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LRT company to be established this year

Julie Zhu

HE company which will

manage the operations of
the Macau Light Rapid Tran-
sit (LRT) will open for busi-
ness this year, as announced
during Friday’s Legislative
Assembly plenary meeting.

“The schedule is slightly
tight. [...] We had originally
planned to open this com-
pany last year. It must ha-
ppen this year,” said the Se-
cretary for Transport and
Public Works, Raimundo do
Rosério.

The secretary reiterated that
the LRT will start running in
2019 and added that the afo-
rementioned company will
mainly manage the LRT’s
Taipa section.

The company will also over-
see all aspects of human re-
sources, including recruit-
ment and training.

When questioned by
lawmakers, including Leong
Sun Iok, about residents
working for the LRT, Rai-
mundo do Rosario noted
that the number of local em-
ployees might be small when
the LRT commences opera-
tions, but that more local
employees will be employed
in the long term.

The Coordinator of the
Transportation Infrastructu-
re Office (GIT), Ho Cheong
Kei, said, “29 local engineers
have participated in the LRT
program, with some of them
having already entered exe-
cutive level this year.”

He added that the gover-
nment is considering a new
line to connect the border
gate to the Taipa Ferry Ter-
minal.

“Macau indeed has a de-
mand [for LRT services] from
alarge number of people. Ac-
cording to the suggestions
offered by the consultation
company, we will consider,
in the short-term, a line con-
necting the border gate to the
artificial island at Zone A and
to the Taipa Ferry Terminal.
We will do a survey research,
and [the survey] will be car-
ried out soon.”

During Friday’s debate,
lawmaker Au Kam San said
that he believes that the LRT
Taipa line will become an
“exclusive line for casinos.”

In response to these doubts,
Raimundo do Roséario decla-

The first batch LRT trains arrived in Macau ecefly

red that “it was not me who
invented that line. We consi-
der that the next line of the
LRT should be the one going
to the border gate [...] These
lines have existed since the
beginning.”

Another issue concerning
the city’s public transporta-
tion network was that of the
border gate bus terminal.

Lawmaker Agnes Lam asked
why the government is still
repairing the terminal des-
pite claiming that the new
transportation arrangement
at the border gate is superior.

ad

It was not me
who invented
that [Taipa] line.

RAIMUNDO DO ROSARIO

In response, the Direc-
tor of the Transport Bureau
(DSAT), Lam Hin San, said
that once the border gate bus
terminal is fully repaired, the
authorities will not move all
24 of the bus lines back to
the terminal. Some of them
will be kept outside, in kee-
ping with the current arran-
gement.

Lawmaker Pereira Coutinho

¥

0

e Dtt‘tzm Cruiser —

.i

asked the secretary whether
he is considering buying in-
surance for public parking
lots. Raimundo do Roséa-
rio gave a straight answer,
saying, “I have no plan to
buy insurance for [public]

parking lots. We are not
buying nor have we plans to
buy. I suggested that the car
owners themselves could buy
insurance.”

Lam Hin San then remarked
that “public parking lots are

Chan says appointed

officials can

HE Secretary for Justi-
ce and Administration,
Sonia Chan, disagreed with
opinions suggesting that in-

directly elected members of

non-governmental  muni-
cipal organizations cannot
serve the people.

During Friday’s AL, Sonia
Chan was questioned by se-
veral lawmakers — including
Ng Kuok Cheong, Au Kam
San and Agnes Lam — about
the selection process for
members of the organiza-
tion.

“If [members are chosen]
by ‘one person, one vote’
[universal suffrage], then it
[the organization] is not res-
ponsible for the government.
It becomes a representative
democratic organization, be-
cause it is responsible to the
voters,” said Chan.

“There is another issue

serve citizens

we need to make clear: the
municipal organization es-
tablished under the current
conditions does not imply
it will not listen to people’s
opinions, nor does it im-
ply it will operate on closed
doors,” she added.

“When we choose the com-
mittee members, we hope
they have experience in pro-
viding ground-level services.
[...] We have done abundant
work for our citizens, and we
will enhance our work in this
aspect [...] it does not mean
that members selected tho-
rough other channels cannot
serve the citizens,” conti-
nued Chan.

Her answer was not well re-
ceived by lawmakers such as
Agnes Lam, who asked why
the authorities do not listen
to “different voices” when
electing these committee

handled like public streets,
according to the law. It is
unnecessary for the govern-
ment to buy the insurance, as
the whole process is not rela-
ted to the government. That
insurance is very expensive.”

members.

“The SAR government,
from October 25 until No-
vember 23, during the public
consultation period, recei-
ved a total of 1,642 opinions.
[...] Looking at the prelimi-
nary sort-out, the society’s
consensus is that [Macau]
should establish a non-go-
vernmental municipal orga-
nization according to the re-
gulations of the Basic Law,”
said Chan.

Other lawmakers, inclu-
ding Pereira Coutinho, ques-
tioned the accountability of
principal officials.

Chan said, “Accountability
is not about having [princi-
pal officials’] heads cut. The
first step for accountability
is to require improvements.”

“The current accountability
[which the public wants] lies
at the last level [which is] for
example, asking them [prin-
cipal officials] to resign and
asking civil servants to leave
their positions,” she conclu-
ded.
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Sou enlists Menezes as attorney,
requests trial postponement

AWMAKER Sulu Sou
nd political activist Scott
Chiang announced yesterday
that Portuguese lawyer Jor-
ge Menezes has agreed to act
as their lawyer, but that he is
requesting the Court of First
Instance wpostpone tomor-
row’s scheduled start date to
allow for the necessary trans-
lation of court documents.

“In order to have the neces-
sary time to acquaint himself
with the court file, obtain
translation of the relevant do-
cuments and prepare the de-
fense, our lawyer [Menezes]
has filed an urgent request
[...] to postpone the trial date,
which is pending approval,”
said a statement jointly sig-
ned by Sou and Chiang.

The two former leaders of
democrat group New Ma-
cau Association, face charges
of aggravated disobedience
from a 2016 demonstration
against the Macao Founda-
tion’s RMB100 million dona-
tion to the mainland’s Jinan
University.

Last month, lawmakers in
the Legislative Assembly vo-

Jorge Menezes -

ted 28-4 in favor of suspen-
ding Sou, thereby lifting his
prosecutorial immunity and
allowing for him to be tried in
a court of law.

The unprecedented vote
carries ramifications for fu-
ture cases against Macau
lawmakers, especially given
the minor nature of the alle-

ged crime.

“According to the judicial
procedure, we believe the ju-
dicial system is able to make
a fair judgment for this case,”
Sou told the Times late last
week when asked about the
upcoming case.

“We appreciate the public
interest attached to this court

action and the relevance that
many understand it may have
for Macau’s political and legal
systems,” yesterday’s state-
ment added.

“However, it has been our
firm intention to respect the
independence of the courts,
which is a fundamental tenet
of the rule of law. Facing the
current, critical judicial pro-
cedure [...] we do not intend
to make [any] further com-
ments.”

The Times contacted Mene-
zes for a statement, but the
lawyer would not comment
on the case at this time.

In the joint statement, Sou
and Chiang also expres-
sed gratitude to two court-
appointed attorneys, Che Hoi
Tong and Kuan Weng I, “for
their continuous support.”

The trial was initially sche-
duled to begin on November
28, but was postponed while
lawmakers deliberated over
whether to suspend the you-
ng democrat’s mandate.

The trial will begin tomor-
row if the request for postpo-
nement is denied. DB

Slippery roads cause
two traffic accidents

Two residents were rushed to hospital

after a New Era bus and a private vehicle
collided on Saturday at 1:32 p.m. Police
authorities said the car driver lost control of
his vehicle on a flyover next to Lisboa and
subsequently crashed into New Era’s 28BX
route in the opposite lane. Another accident
occurred next to the reservoir when a truck
crashed into road railings. According to
reports, one passenger managed to leave
the vehicle on his own, while the driver

and another passenger were trapped inside
the truck and were rescued later on. The
drivers involved in both incidents passed
breathalyzer tests.

Suspect of attempted
rape in preventive
custody

An individual suspected of attempting

to rape an underage student has been
presented to the Public Prosecutions
Office (MP), where a judge decided on
preventive custody after the first judicial
hearing. “Considering the serious matter
of the case, the Investigation Judge of

the Criminal Court [has] accepted the
suggestion of the Prosecutor in charge of
the Investigation [and] decided for the
application of the mentioned coercive
measure,” a statement from the MP says.
The statement added that the case will
return to the Public Prosecutor to continue
the investigation procedures.

& AD

+50m pageviews per year
www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

advertising@macaudailytimes.com

& MacauDaily mraam e «

es

Electoral rules may breach Basic
Law, experts and candidates say

Macau linked by flight path to the
Indonesian capital

#  Available on the .

L App Store

Getiton

Google play L R

g‘/, »

ge tightens bail rules for

| 52 89

“THE TIMES THEY ARE A-C




MACAU

i

WWW.MACAUDAILYTIMES.COM.MO

08.01.2018 mon

T d MacauDaily mrsasss

Gov'’t says it has a ‘plan’ for Pearl Horizon

’IHE government announced on
Saturday that it already has “a
basic project” in mind for the site of
the Pearl Horizon development.

The announcement was made at a
meeting held by the Office of the Se-
cretary for Administration and Jus-
tice, Sonia Chan. Also in attendance
were the major stakeholders of the
complex process, as well as current
representatives from the govern-
ment, the building contractor and
the buyers.

The government added that the
plan aims to provide a solution for
the case — which has already led to
a lengthy judicial battle, numerous
street protests and even a candida-
cy to the Legislative Assembly — but
that the details can only be revealed
after the judicial process ends “in
order to protect the interest of the
small buyers under the terms of the

CRIME

Land Law”.

During the meeting, representati-
ves of the Pearl Horizon Condomi-
nium Owners United Association
reaffirmed the buyers’ desire to co-
ver their loans for the housing units
they bought, and their expectations
for the residential buildings cons-
truction to proceed on its original
site. They still hope that the develo-
per — Polytec Asset Holdings - deli-
vers the “same” units they bought.
The development promoters ex-
pressed confidence that the judi-
ciary process will ultimately rule in
their favor. They reaffirmed their
intentions to fulfill their responsibili-
ties to the buyers as outlined in their
contracts and in accordance with the
law.

The Pearl Horizon controversy has
been one of the most widely publi-
cized cases related to land that the

government has retrieved, due to
the expiration of developers’ conces-
sions prior to the fulfillment of their

purpose.

@ Detalls on the
plan can only be
revealed after the
judicial process
ends

Several lawmakers have called for
a review of the Land Law to clearly
state when concessionaires can be
blamed for delays or non-develop-
ment of land, as well as cases where
extensions should be granted due to
issues that are no fault of the deve-
lopers.

Driver accused of three crimes
after trespassing the border

Renato Marques

HE driver arrested last

week for illegally bypas-
sing the security of two bor-
der checkpoints and jum-
ping a fence at the Macau
International Airport has
been accused of three cri-
mes.

The Public Security Police
Force (PSP) told the Times
that the driver was a main-
land Chinese male in his
thirties. He has been accu-
sed of “disobedience,” “en-
tering a place prohibited to
the public” and “dangerous
driving of a transport vehi-
cle”, and was sent to the
Public Prosecutions Office
(MP) on January 2, 2018.

The Customs Service (SA)
and the PSP said they had
been exchanging informa-
tion on the case through
the “liaison mechanism
with the security services
of mainland China,” which
notified Macau that a vehi-
cle had passed the Henggin
border checkpoint without
authorization and reques-
ted intervention.

When the communication
was received, “the vehicle in
question had already been
able to quickly cross the
gap between the barriers
that separate the lanes from
that border cross-point”
and was already in Macau.
Road traffic controls were
established on three bri-
dges in an effort to locate
the vehicle, the PSP said.
The police eventually iden-

The suspect’s car being

tified the vehicle through
the public video surveillan-
ce system. It was spotted at
8:45 a.m. outside the upper
floor of the Macau Inter-
national Airport, by which
time the driver had already
left the scene.

“In view of this case, the
SA and the PSP have alrea-
dy carried out [...] a detai-
led review and have taken
the necessary measures,
including the extension of
barriers of separation of the
lanes and the installation
of fences, among others,
as well as improving the
management work on the
roads,” the PSP statement
continued.

A later statement by the
Office of the Secretary for
Security, Wong Sio Chak
noted that “the security of
the border crossing points
is related to internal public
security and with the [inter-
national] image of the Ma-
cau SAR. [...] The security
forces and services that are
responsible for such work

must always be attentive,
reinforcing constantly the
inspection and the manage-
ment of their duties.”

Wong added that taking
into account the “current
trend” of security breach —
referring specifically to ter-
rorist attacks — the officers
must “increase the capacity
for prevention and contin-
gency to respond to the dif-
ferent cases that may occur
in order to provide Macau
residents and tourists with
a serious and reliable safe-
ty.”

The statement went on
to add that this would sa-
feguard “the development
and stability of society” and
ordered all services to im-
prove their permanent me-
chanisms.

It also called for “a periodi-
cal review of the equipment
and security of borders as
well as other sensitive fa-
cilities, evaluating possible
risks and rectifying all the
flaws in order to eliminate
all possible risks.”

RENATO MARQUES

EDUCATION

Lei Heong Iok equals Polytechnic
Institute to university

E Macao Poly-
technic Institute
(IPM) held its 2018
IPM Open Day on
Saturday to intro-
duce students to its
teaching facilities,
programs and curri-
cula. The event also
featured a series of
activities for the pu-
blic.

According to the
institute, the Open
Day attracted nearly
2,000 high school
students.

On average, IPM
enrolls about 3,000
students in its va-
rious programs every
academic year. Of
these, about 400 are
from the mainland
and some 150 are in-
ternational students,
while the rest are lo-
cal.

Each year, over
600 students receive
scholarships sponso-
red by government
agencies and various
sectors of the com-
munity, which are
worth a cumulative
MOP10 million and
benefit about 15 per-
cent of total student
enrollments.

IPM aims to admit
700 new students
this year and increa-
se the percentage of
new mainland stu-
dents from 15 to 18
percent.

IPM president Lei
Heong Iok said that

the institute holds
extensive academic
accreditation on an
international level.

Questioned by the
press on whether
IPM will eventually
become a full-fled-
ged university, Lei
said that the matter
is no longer a prio-
rity.

“As everybody
knows, most of our
programs have pas-
sed the evaluations
by [the] Quality As-
surance Agency for
Higher  Education
and other interna-
tional organizations.
Therefore, whether
or not IPM will beco-
me a university isn’t
a priority anymore,”
said Lei.

“It is a regret that
were far from the
title of a university
but that’s something
we can knock off be-
cause of our accredi-
tation. I think IPM is
[a] university in my
eyes,” the president

Lei delivers a pee a the_ev;:nt

continued.

Lei also added that
Macau’s four institu-
tions of higher edu-
cation should colla-
borate to improve
education services
for local and inter-
national students.

“We should work
[...] together to make
the most out of our
perspective pro-
grams instead of set-
ting up more schools
and allotting more
responsibility to the
schools,” he said.

In his opening
speech, Lei unders-
cored IPM’s long-
term commitment
to the guiding prin-
ciples of “student-
centered and qua-
lity-oriented” edu-
cation, in line with
the school’s motto
of “Knowledge, Ex-
pertise, and Global
Vision.”

More than 17,000
students have gra-
duated from IPM to
date.
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Antonio Chu, head of IFT’s Technical and Academic Supp(;ﬁ Division

IFT gastronomy
center to be
completed by 2023

Lynzy Valles

THE Institute for Tourism
Studies (IFT) expects cons-
truction of the gastronomy cen-
ter at its Taipa campus to be
completed within four to five
years.

The school intends to launch its
first master’s degree program in
the next two years, with a strong
focus on hotel management, IFT
president Fanny Vong told the
press on the sidelines of the insti-
tute’s Open Day yesterday.

The Open Day featured a series
of activities, each led by different
departments, to address visiting
students’ enquiries.

IFT also plans to introduce a new
culinary management course, in
response to increased demand.

The school already offers seve-
ral popular culinary-related cou-
rses, of which there were more
than 170 in 2016/2017.

Vong said that once the school
has enough resources, it will
expand the scope of its courses
to focus more on research and
training in various areas of local
gastronomy.

Antonio Chu, head of the Te-
chnical and Academic Support
Division, told the Times that it

aims to recruit some 420 new
students for the 2018/2019 in-
take.

“The maximum quota is 457
students. Eighty percent of this
will be our target to local studen-
ts. Of course, this includes stu-
dents in both daytime programs
and evening programs,” Chu ex-
plained.

The division head also added
that IFT aims to admit 90 stu-
dents from the mainland and
accept more students from Hong
Kong and Asian countries such
as Vietnam and Malaysia, noting
that the institute has been con-
ducting promotional activities
across the region.

Returning to the topic of IFT’s
culinary degree — which will ca-
ter to around 20 students per
class due to limited equipment
— Chu continued, “This [was] a
competitive program last year
and now the application period
has started we [have] noticed
that this program remains at-
tractive to local students.”

Although Chu recognized a sli-
ght decrease in the number of
graduating high school students,
he expressed hopes that IFT cou-
1d reach its admission targets for
the upcoming intake.

Slight increase in deposits
made by residents

E currency in circulation

rose 1.1 percent month-to-

month while demand deposits

dropped 0.4 percent, the Mone-

tary Authority of Macao announ-
ced in a statement last week.

The shares dominated in patacas
(MOP), Hong Kong dollars (HKD),
renminbi (RMB) and United States
dollars (USD) in circulation were
30.5 percent, 53.5 percent, 4.1 per-
cent and 10 percent respectively.
Resident deposits grew 1.3 per-
cent from the preceding month to
MOP573.8 billion, while non-re-
sident deposits fell 3.2 percent to
MOP251.1 billion.

Public sector deposits within the
banking sector increased 0.3 per-
cent to MOP186.3 billion.

As a result, total deposits in
the banking sector stayed vir-
tually stable month-to-month at
MOP1,011.2 billion.

The shares of MOP, HKD, RMB
and USD in total deposits were
19.9 percent, 51.5 percent, 4.1 per-
cent and 21.1 percent respectively.
Domestic loans to the priva-
te sector increased 0.6 percent
from last month to MOP451.3
billion. Among these, 29.6 percent
(MOP133.8 billion) was MOP-de-
nominated, 65 percent(MOP293.5
billion) was denominated in HKD,
0.1 percent (MOPo.2 billion) was
denominated in RMB and 4.5 per-
cent (MOP20.5 billion) was deno-
minated in USD, respectively.

External loans grew 0.2 percent
to MOP438.8 billion. Of the-
se, loans denominated in MOP,
HKD, RMB and USD accounted
for 2 percent (MOPS8.9 billion),
32.2 percent (MOP141.4 billion),
10 percent (MOP44.0 billion) and
48 percent (MOP210.8 billion)
respectively.
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MGM MACAU celebrates 10 beautiful years of the lion

With a decade of operations in Macau, the senior management team at MGM MACAU and its
8,900 Golden Lion Team members celebrated the Company’s 10-year anniversary in Macau on
December 18.

Marking this important milestone, a 10-year
service gala celebration was held on December
5 for 1,900 inaugural MGM MACAU members.
At the gala, MGM’s senior management team
presented a 10-year service certificate and a
limited edition commemorative silver coin to
each inaugural member for their commitment
over the decade. This was followed by a
carnival-themed anniversary party on December
18 as a compliment to fellow Golden Lion Team
members for their excellence and dedication

over the years. The senior management team also sincerely thanked the whole MGM family for
their continued hard work and dedication by serving an extra special menu at the Employee
Dining Room. In appreciation for the support of team members and their families, MGM also
organized an Employee Family and Friend Day at Learn and Play! teamLab Future Park, offering
complimentary access to 600 team members and their families to share quality time at the resort’s

first interactive and digital art exhibition.

Addressing modern slavery with a unique
student competition

In 2017, the ILO announced that 40.3 million people
around the world are in modern day slavery. Dedicated
to raising awareness and doing our part, MGM has
held many forums over the years to raise awareness
of the topic of modern slavery, however questions are
often asked — “what can we do as individuals?”

To help answer that question, MGM hosted and
sponsored a student competition on December 2 (the
day that marks the International Day for the Abolition
of Slavery) asking participants to propose innovative
and creative ideas to address modern slavery in our
day-to-day lives and create feasible action plans for
their implementation.

Five student groups were chosen as finalists to
compete from the University of Macau, University
of Saint Joseph and University of Science and
Technology of Macau. The students presented to
a judging panel including representatives from the
Mekong Club, the Legal Affairs Bureau and MGM.

The University of Macau team were the eventual
champions chosen for their creativity, presentation
skills and thoughtful action plan to address modern
slavery in the community. The team was awarded
with a cash prize of MOP 10,000, and will also be
sponsored by the Macao Government, and supported
by the Good Shepherd Centre, to action their idea in
2018.

MGM

Avenida Dr. Sun Yat Sen, NAPE, Macau
T 8538802 2888 F 853 8802 3333
E sustainability@mgmmacau.com

W http//www.mgm.mo/
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MALOCLINIC

THE ART OF CREATING SMILES

Sculpting smiles
with aetail and
precision

Dear patients and friends of Taivex Malo Hospital Dental Clinic/Macau MALO CLINIC,
We at Macau MALO CLINIC would like to apologize to you all.

The Macau Health Bureau has notified the hospital to stop all operations for 6 months,
thus the dental clinic won't be able to provide you with dental services either.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused you.

Within this time period, patients may choose the following options:

A. Go to one of our 18 Malo Clinic clinics in Mainland China, all of which, together with Macau MALO CLINIC,
operate under MALO CLINIC China Management, following the exact standards and medical protocols
as any international MALO CLINIC.

Macau MALO CLINIC will provide the transport to and from our clinics in Guangzhou or Shenzhen.
Macau MALO CLINIC will manage the necessary bookings in all MALO CLINICS in China, as well as
follow-up and medical records will be provided to our colleagues in China.

B. For all patients who will be in Portugal during this period, Macau MALO CLINIC will manage the necessary
bookings, follow-up and patients’ medical records to our colleagues in any MALO CLINIC in Portugal.

C. For those patients who are wiling to wait for MALO CLINIC in Macau to proceed with the treatments, we are putting all
our efforts in finding a partnering healthcare organization at the moment in order to continue our practice.

If any urgent situation arises or if you have any enquiries, please feel free to contact us.

Office phone Cellphone Wechat Email Website
8862 2208 / 8862 2206 00853—6826 9099 MALODENTAL853 service. mimc@maloclinics.com.cn http://www.maloclinics.com.cn
(Can be contacted at any time)

Once again, we would like to apologize for all the inconvenience this has put on you all.
Thank you all for your understanding and support. We hope to find solutions for everyone’s cases
as soon as possible so that we may keep providing quality dental service to you all.

Yours Sincerely.
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A MACAU

CYBERSECURITY LAW

‘Real names’ on prepaid
SIM cards gathering
support, authorities claim

E government has clai-

med that it is gaining su-

pport for its proposal for real

names to be used when regis-
tering for prepaid SIM cards.

The Office of the Secretary
for Security Wong Sio Chak
said in a statement that the
proposal — included in a bill
that aims to establish a Cyber-
security Law in Macau — was
well received at the first public
consultation.

The consultation is a means
for the government to hear
the views of the general
public, as well as the com-
panies and entities directly
involved with the related
procedures and services.
During Friday evening’s ses-
sion at the Judiciary Police
(PJ) headquarters, some of
the 19 people that expressed
their views on the document
said they supported the go-
vernment on the measure,
noting that the measure “can
help police in the investiga-
tion and fight against cyber-
crime,” according to the sta-
tement.

A total of 9o citizens at-
tended the session, where

the government’s represen-
tatives presented the pro-
posal on the Cybersecurity
Law in detail and exchan-
ged ideas with participants.
“The majority of the stakehol-
ders agree with the need
to establish this Law,”
the statement concluded.
The management of public
services and entities’ cyber-
security was also discussed.
It was eventually decided that
internal guidelines should be
given to all public services,
and that the Public Admi-
nistration and Civil Service
Bureau would be in charge of
creating a data center to pro-
vide technical support to the
public services.

Participants expressed the
opinion that the authorities
should establish standardized
cybersecurity criteria. They
also shared their views on the
protection of personal data,
the effectiveness of the law,
the enforcement and scope of
penalties, awareness-raising
campaigns, regional coopera-
tion, and the professionalism
of the future permanent com-
mittee.

Authorities issue alert
as temperatures drop

E Meteorological and

Geophysical Bureau

(SMG) expects the tem-

perature to fall to 6 de-

grees Celsius and because of this

change the Health Bureau (SSM)

has issued a detailed warning to

all citizens regarding the upco-
ming temperature drop.

The SMG explained in its war-
ning yesterday evening that
northerly winds in Macau will
intensify and that tempera-
tures will drop sharply, due
to an intense winter mon-
soon that will reach the Sou-
th China Coastal Areas today.
“It will rain and become very cold
with the minimum temperature
around 6 degrees Celsius early
this week,” said the SMG’s state-
ment.

The SSM added that the low
temperatures “should maintain
until the end of the week” and
called for citizens to take precau-
tions to safeguard against hypo-
thermia. SSM noted that senior
citizens and those suffering from
chronic conditions will need to
pay attention to their health.

Families and elderly care facili-
ties have been advised to ensure

that their elderly relatives and
charges have adequate clothing.

Citing its own data, the bureau
stated that the main victims of
hypothermic conditions — classi-
fied by body temperature readin-
gs below 35 degrees Celsius — are
males aged 65 and above who
live mostly in isolation.

Other risk factors include chro-
nic diseases, trauma, infection,
alcohol, drugs or medical abuse,
as well as prolonged contact with
water or wet surfaces, the SSM
said.

“Hypothermia can lead to com-
plications, such as inhibition of
the central nervous system, ar-
rhythmia [and] renal failure that,
in the most severe cases, [can]
lead victims to a fatal crisis situa-
tion,” the SSM continued.

The SSM also called on residen-
ts to pay attention to the need for
adequate ventilation and suita-
ble temperatures of living areas
and food — namely warm meals,
soup and milk — and to maintain
a degree of physical activity whe-
re possible.
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PROPERTY WANTED FOR SALE OR RENT

Email us your property details and asking price or call us at: +8353 2835 2699

FOR RENT

One Central, Tower 7, Unit E "The
Beach House" Macau

(Ref: 17120666)

1,300 sq.ft. HKD 19,800

Premier Apartment Building. Central Location.
Bright & Airy. Master bedroom with en suite.
Guest bedroom. Newly furnished / Colour
Palate Grey Blues, White & Yellow. Modern
Fitted Kitchen, galley style.

Cheung Leung, Taipa
(Ref: 17120664)
700 sq.ft. HKD 9,500

Great one bedroom apartment with huge walk in clc
elevated bedroom area. Good size living dining room
views. Modern kitchen. Renovated stylish shower ro
location in Central Taipa close to shops,restaurants,

stop.

FOR SALE

Grande Plaza, Taipa

(Ref: 17115537)

980 sq.ft, HKD 8.88M

Rate: HKD 9,061

Superb bright & quiet three bedroom
apartment in Taipa just of the main road. Three
good size bedrooms with two shower rooms,
on W suite off the master room, The location is
fantastic right next to the escalator off the main
road in Taipa, easy for transportation and
shopping.

Office: (853) 2835 2699

C Unit, Vai Fat, Taipa
(Ref: 17110659)
800 sq.ft. HKD 12,800

Fabulous newly renovated one bedroom
furnished apartment. Modern fitted kitchen
with western style oven & cooktop. Great
location in Taipa across the road from
CuppaCoffee. Available from 5th December
2017

Apartment J, Nam Long
(Ref: 17110658)
720 sq.ft. HKD 12,300

Super one bedroom apartment with large L
shape living / dining area. Small balcony but big
enough to enjoy a meal for two. Galley style
kitchen with large 90" oven and US style
fridge/freezer. This unique modern property is
located a stones throw from CuppaCoffee it's
the perfect home for one or two people.
Available from Sth December 2017

Hellene Gardens, Lot I'V, Unit B,
Carnation Court, Coloane

(Ref: 17025509)

1,663 sq.ft. HKD 8.3M

Rate: HKD 4,990

Located in the clean, beautiful island of
Coloane, this stunning 3 bedroom, 2 bath
apartment has incredible sea views from the
living room and master bedroom, and green
mountain views from all other rooms. The
apartment has been renovated to a high
standard with modern bathrooms etc

Email: Info@JMLProperty.com

Kinglight, Taipa
(Ref: 17120662)
800 sq.ft. HKD 15,000

Stunning top floor apartment with stunning
views across the Taipa race course to Hengin.
The apartment comes fully furnished and has
plenty of storage. The large double bedroom
has an en suite shower room and a lovely open
plan split level kitchen and living area.

Apartment B, Sakura Court, Ocean
Garden

(Ref: 10020165)

3.700 sq.ft. HKD 35,000

Mid - floor, 4 bedroom apartment located in
Taipa. Nice apartment for family, Unfurnished,
but all appliances built-in. Large and bright
living room with balcony with amazing seaview.
Carpark included. Clubhouse facilities can be
availalbe gymnasium, outdoor pool, mini
theatre, function rooms etc.

Nam Long, Taipa Village

(Ref: 17085534)

691 sq.ft. HKD 4.485M

Rate: HKD 6,490

Lovely apartment on the second floor of a three
storey building in Taipa Village. Renovated 10
years ago from a two bedroom property to a
great size one bedroom apartment, well
maintained and managed by JML of the last ten
years, historical maintenance data available on
request. The bedroom has ample space for
double bed and plenty of storage.
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www,jmlproperty.com

Car Park, Manhattan, Taipa
(Ref: 17075528)
sq.ft. HKD 1,800

Single Car park available for rent in Manhattan.

- ar™ g g
Cheoc Van House, Coloane
(Ref: 17060651)

6,222 sq.ft. HKD 79,800

Combining dazzling sea views, stylish interiors
and cavernous comfort, this multi-storey
property is a rare find in Macao. There are 3
bedrooms on the second floor for family and
guests, and the top floor is reserved for a
personal studio with a full-size closet and en
suite bathroom,

Va Fat, Taipa Village

(Ref: 17085533)

638 sq.ft. HKD 4.25M

Rate: HKD 6,661

Lovely apartment on the third floor of a five
storey building in Taipa Village. Renovated 3
years ago the apartment has two good size
bedrooms and separate walk in shower room.
The apartment has been well maintained and
managed by JML of the last eight years,
historical maintenance data available on
request. The main bedroom has ample space
for double bed and plenty of storage.

Juliet Risdon (English Speaker)

+853 6680 9804 / Juliet@JMLproperty.com
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Lucas Shaw

E number of scripted

TV shows released in

the U.S. swelled to a new

high in 2017, reflecting

the growing efforts of Netflix,

Amazon and YouTube to steal

viewers and advertisers from tra-
ditional networks.

Streaming services accounted
for 117 of the 487 shows relea-
sed last year and almost all of the
growth from the 455 programs
released in 2016, according to
a study by FX Networks, a divi-
sion of 21st Century Fox Inc. The
number of shows released in the
U.S. has more than doubled in
seven years.

Silicon Valley giants and
Hollywood’s biggest studios are
locked in a struggle for control
of the entertainment industry,
with newer online players stea-
dily gaining ground. Technolo-
gy companies are investing in
shows to attract customers to
video services delivered over the
internet, while the established
media are spending more to
keep viewers from abandoning
their networks.

Netflix Inc. has become the lar-
gest supplier of new shows, in-
creasing output from just a few
programs in 2013 to dozens in
2017 in a bid to sign up more cus-
tomers. The strategy has worked,
with the streaming service
growing to more than 109 million
subscribers and its market value
touching USDgo billion.

Critics placed more Netflix
shows on their year-end “best

Netflix propels TV production,

dethrones

of” lists than any other network,
surpassing HBO, according to a
tally from FX. The service also
has several movies and shows, in-
cluding “The Crown,” competing
at this weekend’s Golden Globe
Awards.

4 Silicon Valley
giants and
Hollywood’s
biggest studios
are locked in

a struggle for
control of the
industry

While Netflix has attacked the
business head on, attempting to
build the dominant entertain-
ment service on the internet,
other technology giants have in-
vested in video as part of broa-
der agendas. Amazon.com Inc.
releases dozens of TV shows and
movies to build loyalty among its
online shoppers, and Apple Inc.
is funding TV to help sell mobile
phones.

John Landgraf, FX Networks’

BO with critics

So Much TV, So Little Time

Production of scripted shows has soared with the entry of online competitors like Netflix
B Basic Cable | Pay Cable [l Broadcast
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201 2012

Source: FX Networks
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2013 2014
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500
300
100
2016 2017
Bloomberg

chief executive officer, has tra-
cked production in recent years
to call attention to what he says
is an unsustainable surge in TV
production, which he dubs “peak
TV.” Networks are producing
more shows than viewers have
time to watch, hurting profitabi-
lity.

The competition has led to con-
solidation among pay-TV dis-
tributors and media companies.
Walt Disney Co. agreed last mon-
th to acquire much of 21st Cen-

tury Fox, including FX, for $52.4
billion. AT&T Inc. is trying to
buy Time Warner Inc. for $85.4
billion and is fighting in court
with the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment, which opposed the deal.

Joining Disney “will inevitably
help our brand to remain compe-
titive and relevant in the future”
Landgraf said Friday at a meeting
of television critics. As unregula-
ted Internet companies expand,
media companies have no choice
but to seek scale.

Some TV networks have begun
to trim production. The number
of scripted shows released by ba-
sic cable channels declined for
the second year in a row. Those
networks had previously been the
primary driver of growth.

The success of FX’s “The Shield”
and AMC’s “Mad Men” inspired
networks like TNT, WGN Ameri-
caand MTV to try their hand. The
number of shows released on ba-
sic cable rose more than fivefold
from 2002 to 2013. Bloomberg
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= 16 anos/years old

monitera/maoniter:

Madalena Fonseca

CASA DE PORTUGAL
EM MACAU BPEARR % &

TECNICAS MISTAS

ESCO'CI c]e

Anrtes e Olicios

School of
Arts and Craits

Quei

18h30 - 21h30

Alternativas

Segundas e Quartas

Mondays and Wednesdays

CASA DE PORTUGAL
EM MACAU 2FIARZRIBE

mas

ESCO'O de

Artes e Olicios

School of
Arts and Crdfts

autor/fauthor: Paulo Reis

horarie/schedule: inicio/starts
Tergas/Tuesdays 09/01/2018

fim/finishes
Kiag~-2hde 20/03/2018
total

propina/fee

30 horas/hours MOP 900 *

10 sessdes/sessions

autora/author: Madalena Fonseca

lingua/language: Portugués/Portuguese *
local/venue:

Avenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado n® 431 - 487 Edf. Industrial Nam Fung 13° andar D, sala 1. Macau
numero maximo de participantes/rmaximum number of participants

8 (Serd respeitada a ordem de inscrig@o sendo esta efetiva mediante o pagamento de propina)
8 (The registration order will be respected and registration is considered when payment is donel

Permitida a utiizagdo do subsidio do Prograrma de Desenvolvimento e Aperfeicoamento Continuo da DSEJ.
DSEJ continuous education subsidies can be used for the payment.
* Contactar a sede da CPM para informagdes sobre modalidades de pagamento, case ndo utilize o subsidio
afribuide pelo PDAC/DSE]./Please contact CPM's headquarters for payment information,
should you not be making use of the CEDF/DSEJ subsidy.
** Aulas com tradug@o em Cantfonense sempre gue o numero de alunos o justifique.
Sessions with Cantonese translation when the number of students justifies it.

morada/address: Rua Pedro Nolasco da Silva, n® 28, RAE de Macau
tel (853) 28 726 828 fax: (853) 28 726 818

www casadeportugal org
portugal@macau ctm.net

patrodinio/sponsor: Fundag@o Macau

60 horas/hours

20 sessoes/sessions

08/01/2018
fim/finishes: 19/03/2018
propina/fee: MOP 1800 *

inicio/starts:

patrocinio/sponsor: Fund ag:éo Macau

local/venue:

Avenida do Dr. Francisco Vieira Machado n® 431 - 487 Edf. Industrial Nam Fung 13° andar A, sala 1, Macau
ndmero maximo de participantes/maximum number of participants:

10 (Serd respeitada a ordem de inscrigdo sendo esta efetiva mediante o pagamento de propina).
10 (The registration order will be respected and registration is considered when payment is done).

Pemitida a utiizacdo do subsidio do Programa de Desenvolvimento e Aperfeicoaomento Continue da DSEJ.
DSEJ continuous education subsidies can be used for the payment.
* Contactar a sede da CPM para informagdes sobre modalidades de pagamento, caso ndo utilize o subsidio
afribuido pelo PDAC/DSE)./Please contact CPM's headquarters for payment information,
should you not be making use of the CEDP/DSEJ subsidy.
** Aulas com fraducdo em Canfonense sempre que o numero de alunos o justifique.
Sessions with Cantonese franslation when the number of students jusfifies it.

morada/address: Rua Pedro Nolasco da Silva, n° 28, R.A.E. de Macau www.casadeportugal.org

portugal@macau.ctm.net

tel: (853) 28 726 828 fax: (853) 28 726 818
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Beijin

tightens North Korea

trade limits under UN sanctions

Joe McDonald

HINA on Friday tightened

limits on critically impor-
tant energy supplies to North
Korea and stepped up other tra-
de restrictions under intensified
U.N. nuclear sanctions.

Beijing said it will limit expor-
ts of crude oil and refined petro-
leum to the North. Previous cur-
bs didn’t apply to crude oil, whi-
ch makes up the bulk of China’s
energy exports to the North.

China accounts for nearly all
of Pyongyang’s energy supplies
and trade, making its enforce-
ment key to sanctions aimed at
discouraging leader Kim Jong
Un from pursuing nuclear and
missile technology.

The Security Council tigh-
tened sanctions on the North

KOREAS WILL MEET FOR TALKS THIS WEEK

THE RIVAL Koreas will sit
down for their first formal talks
in more than two years this
week to find ways to cooperate
on the Winter Olympics in the
South [see more on page 19] and
to improve their abysmal ties,
Seoul officials said Friday. While
a positive sign after last year’s

following its ballistic missile test
on Nov. 29.

Beijing was long Pyongyang’s
diplomatic protector but has su-
pported the U.N. sanctions out
of frustration with what Chinese
leaders see as their neighbor’s
increasingly reckless behavior.

Despite the loss of almost all
trade, the impoverished North
has pressed ahead with wea-
pons development that Kim'’s
regime sees as necessary for its
survival in the face of U.S. pres-
sure.

China has steadily increased
economic pressure on Pyon-
gyang while calling for dialo-
gue to defuse the increasingly
acrimonious dispute with U.S.
President Donald Trump’s go-
vernment.

On Friday, a foreign ministry

threats of nuclear war, the Koreas
have a long history of failing to

move past their deep animosity.

The announcement came hours

after the United States said it will
delay annual military exercises

with South Korea until after the
Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang,

South Korea, next month.

AP PHOTO

and North Korea

spokesman applauded news of
possible talks between the Nor-
th and South Korea’s govern-
ment.

“We welcome the recent positi-
ve turn of events in the peninsu-
lar situation,” said spokesman
Geng Shuang at a regular brie-
fing held before the latest trade
curbs were announced.

Geng expressed hope “all re-
levant parties” would take ad-
vantage of the upcoming Win-
ter Olympics in Pyeongchang,
South Korea, to “bring the issue
back to the correct track of pea-

Hong Kong justice chief departs

ami

ONG Kong’s

vy-handed prosecu-

rule of law worries

A Chinese flag flies over the Chinese end of the Frienship Bridge connecting China

ceful settlement through dialo-
gue and consultation.”

In the same briefing, Geng
said China’s government would
“deal seriously” with violators of
U.N. sanctions on North Korea
after a South Korean newspaper
said Chinese-owned ships regis-
tered abroad regularly traded
oil to the North.

Analysts see North Korea’s
need for Chinese oil as the most
powerful economic leverage
against Pyongyang. But Chine-
se leaders have warned against
taking drastic measures that

might destabilize Kim’s govern-
ment or send a wave of refugees
fleeing into China.

Chinese leaders have resisted
previous U.S. demands for an
outright oil embargo but went
along with the latest limits.

Under the new restrictions,
Chinese companies will be
allowed to export no more
than 4 million barrels of oil
and 500,000 barrels of refined
petroleum products per year.
They are barred from supplying
the North’s military or weapons
programs.

The new measures also ban
sales of steel, industrial machi-
nery and vehicles. The Com-
merce Ministry said imports of
North Korean food, machinery
and some other goods will be
banned.

In September, North Korean
businesses in China were orde-
red to close by this month, cut-
ting off an important supply of
foreign currency. Most North
Koreans who work in factories
and other Chinese businesses
have been sent home.

Chinese officials complain
their country bears the cost of
enforcement, which they say
has hurt businesses in its nor-
theast.

Previous sanctions banned
sales of natural gas to North
Korea and purchases of the
North’s textile exports, ano-
ther key revenue source. Chi-
na also has banned imports of
North Korean coal, iron and
lead ore and seafood since ear-
ly September. AP

Lawyers seek bail for
businessman in bribery

case

justice chief is
leaving his job earlier
than expected amid
rising turmoil over
the semiautonomous
Chinese city’s judi-

ciary.
The government
said  Friday that

Rimsky Yuen is ste-
pping down as the
city’s top law enfor-
cement officer.

Yuen, who was rea-
ppointed for a se-
cond five-year term
in July, will be re-
placed by Teresa
Cheng, a lawyer and

arbitration expert,
after her nomina-
tion was approved
by Beijing.

Yuen’s tenure was
marked by a number
of controversies over
rule of law.

Activists criticized
Yuen, 53, for using
the law to clamp
down on growing
dissent through hea-

tions of pro-demo-
cracy leaders invol-
ved in 2014’s massi-
ve “Umbrella Move-
ment” and other pro-
tests, many of whom
were sent to prison.
He led government
efforts to disquali-
fy a group of newly
elected  opposition
lawmakers from of-
fice over irregulari-
ties in their oaths of
office.

Yuen also played a
key role in pushing
through plans for
a cross-border ex-
press rail terminal
in a downtown dis-
trict that involves
stationing mainland
Chinese immigra-
tion agents in the
city. The plans rai-
sed concerns about
mainland authorities
enforcing the law on
Hong Kong soil, whi-
ch  pro-democracy
lawmakers and acti-

AP PHOTO

Former Secretary of Justice Rimsky Yuen

vists say is a breach
of Beijing’s agree-
ment to let the city
keep wide autonomy
and a separate legal
system following its
1997 handover from
Britain.

Yuen said at a news

conference that “at
different stages of
life, one should do
different things,” wi-
thout elaborating.
Cheng, 59, said that
her prime mission
would be “to uphold
the rule of law.” AP

E attorneys for a for-

mer Hong Kong govern-

ment official charged in the

United States with using bri-

bes to secure business deals

asked a judge on Friday to
release their client on bail.

The lawyers representing
Dr. Chi Ping Patrick Ho said
in a letter to Judge Katherine
Forrest that Ho “is neither a
danger to the community nor
a flight risk.”

Ho has been jailed since
November, when he was
charged with paying bribes
on behalf of a Chinese energy
conglomerate to the presi-
dent of Chad and the Ugan-
dan foreign minister.

Ho, 68, of Hong Kong, and
Cheikh Gadio, 61, of Senegal,
were charged in Manhattan
federal court with violations
of the Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act, international mo-
ney laundering and conspi-
racy.

Prosecutors allege that Ho
hatched the scheme at the
United Nations when the
Ugandan foreign minister

was president of the U.N. Ge-
neral Assembly. Beginning in
October 2014, the pair arran-
ged bribes to secure business
advantages for a Shanghai
-headquartered multibillion-
dollar conglomerate that
operates internationally in
the energy and financial sec-
tors, court papers say.

Ho was denied bail on Dec.
1 when U.S. Magistrate Jud-
ge Debra Freeman said she
agreed with prosecutors’ ar-
gument that he was a flight
risk

The lawyers said they are
now asking that Ho be re-
leased on USD10 million
bond secured by $2 million
in cash. They are proposing
home detention in Manhat-
tan with electronic monito-
ring.

Lawyers Edward Y. Kim,
Paul M. Krieger and Jona-
than F. Bolz told Forrest,
who will preside at Ho’s ar-
raignment today, that Ho
“has every incentive to de-
fend this case and clear his
name.” AP
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Gerry Shih, Beijing

N TIranian oil tanker

collided with a bulk frei-

ghter and caught fire off

hina’s east coast, lea-

ving the tanker’s entire crew of 32

missing and causing it to spill oil

into the sea, authorities said yes-
terday.

Chinese authorities dispatched
police vessels and three cleaning
ships to the scene after the col-
lision, which happened late Sa-
turday. The South Korean coast
guard also sent a ship and a plane
to help search for the missing crew
members — 30 Iranians and two
Bangladeshis.

The Panama-registered tanker
Sanchi was sailing from Iran to
South Korea when it collided with
the Hong Kong-registered freigh-
ter CF Crystal in the East China
Sea, 257 kilometers off the coast
of Shanghai, China’s Ministry of
Transport said.

All 21 crew members of the Crys-
tal, which was carrying grain from
the United States, were rescued,
the ministry said. The Crystal’s
crew members were all Chinese
nationals. It wasn’t immediately
clear what caused the collision.

State-run China Central Televi-
sion reported yesterday evening
that the tanker was still floating

AP PHOTO

32 missing, oil spills out after
tanker collision off China

In this photo provided by Korea Coast Guard, the Panama-registered tanker “Sanchi” is seen
ablaze after a collision with a Hong Kong-registered freighter off China’s eastern coast

and burning, and that oil was visi-
ble in the water.

It was not clear, however, whe-
ther the tanker was still spilling oil.
The size of the oil slick caused by

the accident also was not known.

Earlier yesterday, Chinese sta-
te media carried pictures of the
tanker on fire with large plumes of
smoke.

The Sanchi was carrying 136,000
metric tons (150,000 tons, or
nearly 1 million barrels) of con-
densate, a type of ultra-light oil,
according to Chinese authorities.

By comparison, the Exxon Val-
dez was carrying 1.26 million
barrels of crude oil when it spil-
led 260,000 barrels into Prince
William Sound off Alaska in 1989.

The Sanchi has operated under
five different names since it was
built in 2008, according the U.N.-
run International Maritime Orga-
nization. The IMO listed its regis-
tered owner as Hong Kong-based
Bright Shipping Ltd., on behalf of
the National Iranian Tanker Co.,
a publicly traded company based
in Tehran. The National Iranian
Tanker Co. describes itself as ope-
rating the largest tanker fleet in
the Middle East.

An official in Iran’s Oil Minis-
try, who spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to
speak to reporters, said 30 of the

tanker’s 32 crew members were
Iranians.

“We have no information on
their fate,” he said. “We cannot say
all of them have died, because res-
cue teams are there and providing
services.”

The official said the tanker was
owned by the National Iranian
Tanker Co. and had been ren-
ted by a South Korean company,
Hanwha Total Co. He said the
tanker was on its way to South
Korea.

Hanwa Total is a 50-50 part-
nership between the Seoul-based
Hanwha Group and the French
oil giant Total. Total did not im-
mediately respond to a request for
comment.

It’'s the second collision for a
ship from the National Iranian
Tanker Co. in less than a year and
a half. In August 2016, one of its
tankers collided with a Swiss con-
tainer ship in the Singapore Strait,
damaging both ships but causing
no injuries or oil spill. AP

Taiwan leader says
o o ° 9
destabilizing’ moves

threaten region

Ting Shi

AIWANESE Pre-
sident Tsai Ing-wen
warned for the second
time in a week that Chi-
na’s escalating efforts to
assert its authority over
the island risked destabi-
lizing the broader region.
In a tweet Friday, Tsai
cited Beijing’s approval
of commercial flights
near the rivals’ de facto
border over the Taiwan
Strait and increased mi-
litary patrols around the
island. “Cross-strait sta-
bility is impt to regional
stability,” she said. “Re-
cent unilateral actions by
#China - including M503
flight route & increased
military exercises — are
destabilizing & should be
avoided.”

Tsai leveled similar cri-
ticism at a year-end news
conference, in which
she pledged to increase
defense spending amid
China’s growing military
activity. While the demo-
cratically run Taiwan has
been ruled separately sin-
ce the end of the Chinese
Civil War almost seven
decades ago, Beijing con-

tinues to consider the is-
land a province to be reu-
nited with the mainland.

Tensions have been bui-
Ilding since Tsai - who’s
Democratic Progressive
Party supports indepen-
dence - ousted a more
China-friendly ~ govern-
ment in the island’s elec-
tions two years ago. On
Thursday, Taiwan pro-
tested China’s “reckless”
decision to approve four
new flight routes over the
strait, which it sees as the
latest in a series of Chine-
se moves to undermine
its sovereignty.

MaZXiaoguang,aspokes-
man for the Beijing-
based Taiwan Affairs Of-
fice, said Thursday that
the routes were intended
to relieve air congestion
and urged Tsai’s gover-
nment to “take a correct
attitude, not make a fuss
or hurt cross-strait ties,”
according to the China
Times.

Taiwan has also com-
plained about increased
Chinese military activi-
ties, including “encircle-
ment patrols” around
the island. The PLA re-
leased a video on Dec. 18

showing Chinese fighter
jets, bombers and sur-
veillance aircraft con-
ducting “routine” patrols
near the island. Such
flights are the “new nor-
mal,” PLA Air Force
spokesman Shen Jinke
said last month.

The U.S. provides mi-
litary support to the is-
land under the Taiwan
Relations Act of 1979,
and Congress in Sep-
tember authorized naval
visits with Taiwan as part
of a defense spending
measure. Last month,
a senior Chinese diplo-
mat in Washington said
that China would “uni-
fy” Taiwan with military
force if a U.S. warship
visited.

Meanwhile, the Taipei-
based Mainland Affairs
Council on Thursday blo-
cked China’s state-owned
China Central Television
from playing a propagan-
da ad on large television
screens in Ximending,
one of Taipei’s busiest
commercial districts, on
ground that it violated
regulations. The clip ends
with “Believe in China in
2018.” Bloomberg

FILM

Disney to find out whether

the force has awakened
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'ANS lined the red carpet

to see star Daisy Ridley
in a bright floral dress. Ac-
tor Mark Hamill bowed. A
phalanx of Stormtroopers
marched, while droid BB-8
rolled in to the delight of the
crowd.

It was all part of the show
for the Chinese premiere of
“Star Wars: The Last Jedi,”
held Dec. 20 at the Shanghai
Disney Resort. Walt Disney
Co. wants to make a splash
in what will be the last ma-
jor market to see the newest
“Star Wars” film. It hits thea-
ters there Jan. 5.

The Chinese debut will test
whether Disney has made
any traction in the country
since releasing its first film
in the saga, “Star Wars: The
Force Awakens,” two years
ago. Hollywood in general
has struggled to hold on to
its share in China, the wor-
Id’s second-biggest movie
market, amid a government-
promoted surge in local pro-
ductions.

“Star Wars,” which didn’t
make it to China when it was
originally released in 1977,
has never had the same ra-
bid following in the country
as elsewhere. “The Last Jedi”
crossed the billion-dollar
mark in worldwide ticket
sales by the end of 2017.
Overseas markets in Europe

BLOOMBERG

and Japan have done par-
ticularly well because they
have the “most affinity for
‘Star Wars,” said Dave Hol-
lis, Disney’s global head of
distribution.

Disney would love to see
Chinese moviegoers develop
the same love for the spa-
ce saga since it is one of the
Burbank, California-based
company’s biggest franchi-
ses.

While the “Force Awakens”
set a U.S. opening weekend
record and eventually gene-
rated USD936.7 million do-
mestically, the movie pulled
in much less in China. The
film’s Chinese ticket sales
totaled $124.1 million af-
ter its January 2016 debut,
making the release only the
country’s 13th biggest of that
year. “Rogue One: A Star
Wars Story,” released a year
ago, grossed $69.5 million in
China, placing 34th for 2017.
That’s even with two of the
country’s biggest stars, mar-
tial artist Donnie Yen and
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cannon-wielding rebel Jiang
Wen, in “Rogue One.”

Disney hasn't disclosed its
estimates for the China de-
but. The studio is vigorously
marketing the second install-
ment, but like all Hollywood
studios doesnt have the
same access to local media
that it enjoys in the U.S.

The company is partne-
ring with PepsiCo Inc. and
Samsung Electronics Co. for
a series of events and has
done a seven-city mall tour
for the movie and its stars.
The company is also moun-
ting digital and in-theater
marketing campaigns, stra-
tegies that are standard in
the U.S.

“They are hoping for a
number higher than ‘Rogue
One,” said Jason Squire, an
associate professor of cine-
ma at the University of Sou-
thern California and editor of
“The Movie Business Book.”
“They won’t say that. Disney
has been working very hard
on doing that.” Bloomberg
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INDIA

Blast kills four policemen

in disputed Kashmir

OLICE said four officers

were killed Saturday when re-
bels fighting against Indian rule
in disputed Kashmir detonated
a bomb on a street the officers
were patrolling.

Streets were deserted and shops
and businesses closed for a strike
when the massive blast struck
the northwestern town of Sopo-
re, hitting the police patrol. The
town, famous for apple orchards,
is observing a shutdown on the
25th anniversary of a massacre in
which government forces killed at
least 47 people after a paramili-
tary soldier died in a rebel attack.

The strike was called by separa-
tist leaders who challenge India’s
sovereignty over Kashmir. The
town was already on high alert
with hundreds of police and pa-
ramilitary soldiers patrolling the
area in anticipation of anti-India
protests and clashes.

Police said at least half a dozen
shuttered shops suffered exten-
sive damage in the blast, which
was remotely detonated.

The Jash-e-Mohammed mili-
tant group claimed responsibility
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Policemen arrive to inspect the
Srinagar, Indian-controlled Kashmir

of explosioﬁ in Sopbe 55 kilometers north of

MYANMAR

IX Myanmar soldiers

were wounded in an in-
surgent attack in northern
Rakhine state, where go-
vernment troops have been
accused of “ethnic clean-
sing” that forced hundreds
of thousands of Rohingya
Muslims to flee into Ban-
gladesh, officials said.

The military said in a sta-
tement on the commander
in chief’s Facebook page
that the attackers were
from the Arakan Rohin-
gya Salvation Army, the
militant group blamed for
attacks on police posts in
August that prompted the
crackdown that left thou-
sands of Rohingya dead

for the attack, according to the
English-language Greater Kash-
mir newspaper.

Reinforcements of police and
paramilitary soldiers rushed to
seal off the area.

Nuclear-armed rivals India and
Pakistan each administer part of
Kashmir, but both claim the Hi-
malayan territory in its entirety.
Rebel groups demand that Kash-
mir be united either under Pakis-
tani rule or as an independent

country. India accuses Pakistan
of arming and training the re-
bels, which Pakistan denies.

Anti-India sentiment runs deep
in the region, and most people
support the rebels’ cause against
Indian rule while also partici-
pating in civilian street protests
against Indian control.

Nearly 70,000 people have
been killed in the uprising and
the ensuing Indian military cra-
ckdown since 1989. AP

and more than 650,000
displaced.

On Friday, more than 20
insurgents used homema-
de bombs to attack a truck
transporting troops from
Taungpyo township in nor-
thern Rakhine, the gover-
nment said in a separate
statement on its Facebook
page.

Six soldiers were taken to
a military hospital, border
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Insurgents attack soldiers
in Rakhine, wounding 6

guard police official Sann
Oo said by phone Satur-

day.
In the past, the mi-
litary has retaliated

against Rohingya villages
following such attacks.

The United Nations’ top
human rights official in
September described the
Myanmar army’s crack-
down against the Rohin-
gya Muslim minority as “a
textbook example of ethnic
cleansing.”

The United States also de-
clared the violence against
Rohingya Muslims to be
“ethnic cleansing” and
President Donald Trump’s
administration announced
on Dec. 21 that it sanc-
tioned the country’s Maj.
Gen. Maung Maung Soe,
who until recently was in
charge of security opera-
tions in Rakhine.

Myanmar’s military re-
leased a report in Novem-
ber saying an internal in-
vestigation had absolved
its forces of wrongdoing
including allegations of
rape and killings. AP
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ALAYSIA’S  go-

vernment said Sa-

turday that it has

approved a new at-
tempt by a private company to
find the wreckage of Malaysia
Airlines Flight 370, nearly four
years after its disappearance
sparked one of aviation’s biggest
mysteries.

The Houston, Texas-based
company Ocean Infinity dispa-
tched a search vessel this past
week to look in the southern
Indian Ocean for debris from
the plane, which disappeared
March 8, 2014, on a flight from
Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with
227 passengers and 12 crew
members.

The governments of Malaysia,
China and Australia called off the
nearly three-year official sear-
ch last January. The Australian
Transport Safety Bureau’s final
report on the search conceded
that authorities were no closer
to knowing the reasons for the
Boeing 777’s disappearance, or
its exact location.

“The basis of the offer from
Ocean Infinity is based on ‘no
cure, no fee,” Malaysian Trans-
port Minister Liow Tiong Lai said
Saturday, meaning that payment
will be made only if the company
finds the wreckage.

“That means they are willing to
search the area of 25,000 squa-
re kilometers pointed out by the
expert group near the Australian
waters,” he said.

However, he said, “I don’t want
to give too much hope [...] to the
[next of kin].” He said his gover-
nment was committed to conti-
nuing with the search.

He did not offer other details.

Ocean Infinity said in a state-
ment that the search vessel Sea-

JAPAN

Ex-Toyota head Tatsuro Toyoda,

AP PHOTO

MALAYSIA

New search by private company
for missing plane approved

bed Constructor, which left the
South African port of Durban
on Tuesday, was taking advanta-
ge of favorable weather to move
toward “the vicinity of the possi-
ble search zone.”

In the initial search for the pla-
ne, a 52-day surface search co-
vered an area of several million
square kilometers in the Indian
Ocean west of Australia, before
an underwater search mapped
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710,000 square kilometers of
seabed at depths of up to 6,000
meters. They were the largest
aviation searches of their kind
in history, according to the Aus-
tralian Transport Safety Bureau
(ATSB).

Despite other methods such as
studying satellite imagery and
investigating ocean drifts after
debris from the plane washed
ashore on islands in the eastern

who led overseas drive, dies

Indian Ocean and the east coast
of Africa, the 1,046-day search
was called off on Jan. 17, 2017.
However, the ATSB’s report
said the understanding of where
the plane may be is “better now
than it has ever been,” partly as
a result of studying debris that
washed ashore in 2015 and 2016
that showed the plane was “not
configured for a ditching at the
end-of-flight,” meaning it had

AP PHOTO

run out of fuel.

The search team also looked
back at satellite imagery that
showed objects in the ocean that
may have been MH370 debris.
The report said this analysis
complemented work detailed in
a 2016 review and identified an
area of less than 25,000 square
kilometers — roughly the size of
the U.S. state of Vermont — that
“has the highest likelihood of
containing MH370.”

4 The
governments of
Malaysia, China
and Australia
called off the
nearly three-
year official
search last
January

The search was extremely dif-
ficult because no transmissions
were received from the aircraft
after its first 38 minutes of fli-
ght. Systems designed to auto-
matically transmit the flight’s
position failed to work after this
point, the report said. AP

Yuri Kageyama, Tokyo

JATSURO Toyoda, the

former Toyota Motor
Corp. president who led
the company’s climb to
become one of the world’s
top automakers, has died.
He was 88.

Toyoda, a son of the com-
pany’s founder, died Dec.
30 of pneumonia, the Ja-
panese automaker said Sa-
turday.

Toyoda, the automaker’s
seventh president, stepped
down from the position in
1995, while continuing in
other posts, such as advi-
ser, a title he held until his
death.

He was instrumental in
setting up the California
joint venture with U.S. ri-
val General Motors called
NUMMI, or New United

Motor Manufacturing Inc.,
which began production in
1984. At that time, it was
heralded as a pioneer in in-
ternational collaborations
in the industry.

With a career focused on
international operations,
Toyoda served as NUM-
MTI’s first president, and
is known for his efforts to
bring together Toyota’s
corporate culture of su-
per-efficiency, teamwork
and empowering workers
with American culture, in-
cluding introducing a new
style of labor-management
relations.

Toyoda’s father, Kiichiro
Toyoda, founded the com-
pany. His brother Shoichi-
ro Toyoda, whom he suc-
ceeded as president, is cur-
rent President Akio Toyo-
da’s father. When Tatsuro

Toyoda handed the helm
to an executive outside the
Toyota family, there was
speculation he may be the
last Toyoda family mem-
ber to lead the company.
But Akio defied skepti-
cs to become president
in 2009, underlining

4 Toyota
employees
still repeat
the sayings
handed
down by the
family leaders
about hard
work

the family’s legacy for
the automaker. The ru-
ral house that marks the
automaker’s humble be-
ginnings serves as a mo-
nument today. Toyota
employees still repeat the
sayings handed down by
the family leaders about
hard work and a hands-on
approach.

The company name is
spelled and pronounced
with a “T,” instead of the
“D” as in the family name,
because it was considered
to bring luck, according to
fortune-telling.

Born in 1929, Tatsuro
Toyoda was a graduate of
the prestigious University
of Tokyo, earning a degree
in mechanical engineering.

In 1953, he joined Toyo-
ta, which now makes the
Prius hybrid, Camry sedan

Tatsuro Toyoda ]

and Lexus luxury models,
and rivals Volkswagen AG,
General Motors and the
Renault-Nissan alliance as
a top automaker in annual
global vehicle sales.
Toyoda earned an MBA
in 1958 from New York
University, where he stu-
died under quality-control
expert W. Edwards De-
ming, an American credi-
ted with influencing Japa-

nese manufacturing and
helping develop its reputa-
tion for quality.

A memorial service with
family members was held
for Toyoda, but a bigger fa-
rewell is being planned, ac-
cording to the automaker.

He is survived by his wife,
Ayako Toyoda, but details
on other family members
were not immediately
available. AP
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Handouts please Saudis but show
struggle to revamp economy

AUDI authorities said
they’ll spend billions of
riyals to help citizens offset
the impact of a value-added
tax and a surge in gasoline and
utility prices, a move that will
help ease public discontent
while highlighting the king-
dom’s struggle to overhaul its
economy.
King Salman, in a series of
royal orders early on Satur-
day, restored an annual pay

11 SAUDI PRINCES ARRESTED FOR PALACE PROTEST

A STATE-LINKED Saudi news
website says 11 princes have been
arrested and will be tried for stag-
ing a protest at one of the king’s
palaces and refusing orders to
leave. The Sabq website, quoting
unnamed officials, reported Sat-
urday that a division of the Na-
tional Guard, which is tasked with

raise for Saudi civil servants,
suspended as part of attempts
to rein in a hefty public-sec-
tor wage bill. He ordered a
5,000-riyal (USD1,333) bonus
for soldiers fighting in Yemen
and granted Saudis working
for the state an extra 1,000
riyals a month as a “cost of li-
ving” allowance for a year. The
government will also pay part
of the newly introduced VAT.
The measures will likely be

protecting the royal family, was
ordered to arrest the princes. The
news website reports the royals
were sent to Ha’ir prison, a large
maximum security facility south
of the capital, Riyadh, run by
Saudi intelligence services, where
criminals, militants and al-Qaida
terrorists are held.

BLOOMBERG

cheered by Saudis who took
to social media and television
to criticize surging prices and
the implementation of a 5 per-
cent VAT on a wide array of
products as of Jan. 1. Yet they
also show how the kingdom’s
rulers are struggling to find a
balance between the need to

heskyline above the King Fahd highway in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
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avoid unrest and take the di-
fficult steps needed to reduce
what policy makers and eco-
nomists see as an unsustaina-
ble reliance on oil revenue.
“The main story from what’s
happened over is not the de-
terioration to the budget, it’s
not the marginal uptick in

consumption that’s going to
result from the handouts but
it’s just the fact that this is a
government that is very care-
ful about implementing any
measures that might be per-
ceived as painful for the Saudi
households,” Jean-Paul Pigat,
Dubai-based head of research
at Lighthouse Research, told
Bloomberg TV.

Finance Minister Moham-
med Al-Jadaan, appearing
on state television to explain
the reasons behind the price
increases, struggled to keep
up with repeated questions
over the impact on citizens.
Calls for the return of annual
pay increases for public-sec-
tor workers were persistently
trending on Twitter. Two-
thirds of Saudi employees
work in the public sector.

Discontent wasn’t limited to
average Saudis. Security ser-
vices on Thursday arrested
11 princes after they staged a
palace protest in the capital
over the non-payment of their
electricity and water bills, the
attorney general said in a sta-
tement. The princes were mo-
ved to al-Ha’er prison pending
trial, he said. Bloomberg

MEXICO

In quake camps, a bit
of holiday cheer for
youngsters

YS and other gifts
from parents and aid
workers brightened the
Epiphany holiday Saturday
for children living in dozens
of makeshift tent camps
more than three months af-
ter a deadly earthquake.

The Jan. 6 holiday is com-
monly known as “Day of
the Magi” in Latin America,
and it’s when children in
Mexico traditionally receive
gifts rather than on Christ-
mas Day.

Uriel Martinez, an 8-year-
old whose family lost their
home in the Sept. 19 quake,
woke up early Saturday
to find a toy gun had been
left for him overnight. That
made him happy becau-
se he wants to be a soldier
when he grows up.

“I heard the kings come,
but then I went back to
sleep,” Martinez said.

The camp where the fa-
mily is sleeping in a sou-
thern neighborhood of
Mexico City is a motley as-
sortment of tents pitched
on boards with tarps strung
overhead to keep out the
overnight chill.

Nearby is the quake-
damaged building at 18 In-
dependencia Street where
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A little boy rides a tricycle in a tent cap where residents df Calle

2 ad

Independencia 18 have been living since their apartment building was

heavily damaged

they used to live, and which
they now enter only to use
the bathroom for fear it
could collapse. Authorities
plan to demolish it.

But this weekend there
was plenty of holiday cheer.

Kids devoured a “rosca de
reyes,” the “kings’ cake” as-
sociated with the day. A girl
walked hand-in-hand with
a doll around a Christmas
tree strung with streamers
and ornaments, and a you-
ng boy pedaled a tricycle
underneath laundry airing
on a clothesline. One toy
car was so big it barely fit
through the door of a tent.

Luz Maria Alvarez, who
is also living in the camp

with her husband, children
and grandchildren, said the
adults and teens are stres-
sed because they still don’t
know what will happen.

But “for the younger kids,
living like this is still a kind
of adventure and even more
so on a day like today when
we are all together,” Alvarez
said.

The nonprofit “Ayudame
hoy,” Spanish for “help me
today,” said it distributed
some 3,000 gifts in quake
camps in Mexico City and
elsewhere. Some people are
also still homeless in the
south of Mexico after ano-
ther powerful quake hit the-
re earlier in September. AP

SPAIN

Messi sets Barcelona escape
clause in case of secession

Rodrigo Orihuela

IONEL Messi has
itten a clause
into his contract with
FC Barcelona allowing
him to leave the team
if Catalan independen-
ce means he can’t play
top-league soccer.

Under the agreement
the Argentine star sig-
ned in November, he
links his commitment
in the event of inde-
pendence to Barcelona
playing in a top Euro-
pean league, his father
Jorge Messi told La
Red radio in Argentina.

Messi’s  insistence
on a get-out clause in
case Catalan secession
means he can’t com-
pete in major-league
sport is the latest sym-
bolic twist to emerge
from the region’s inde-
pendence push.

An attempt by the
regional parliament to
declare independence
in October drove Pri-
me Minister Mariano
Rajoy to sack the Ca-
talan government and
call elections as hun-
dreds of companies
moved their legal
headquarters to other
parts of Spain. As pro
-independence parties
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won enough seats in
the vote held Dec. 21 to
be able to form a new
regional government,
Rajoy insists he will
never allow the region
to split from Spain.
With its slogan “More
Than a Club,” Barcelo-
na sees itself as a guar-
dian of Catalan values
and identity. Soccer
teams rarely play in
a league outside their
own country, although
exceptions exist, such
as AS Monaco FC from
the principality on the
Mediterranean coast
which competes in
France’s Ligue 1.
Five-time European
champion  Barcelo-
na would face limited
competition were it to
play in a league for-
med solely of Catalan
teams, even though
the region does have
two other sides - Es-
panyol and Girona - in
Spain’s first division,
which the club cur-
rently leads. Spain’s La
Liga is one of the wor-

1d’s top leagues along-
side those of Germany,
the UK, Italy and
France.

Messi, named the
world’s top soccer
player five times, has a
long relationship with
Barcelona, the only
team he has played for
professionally. Now
aged 30, he joined the
club as a young tee-
nager after Barcelona
committed to pay for
treatment for a health
issue that restricted
his growth.

Messi  signed  his
contract on Nov. 25
linking him to the club
through 2021, with
a buyout clause set
at 700 million euros
(USD840 miillion). He
is Barcelona’s all-time
leading scorer.

A spokesman for
Barcelona declined to
comment in an emai-
led response. News on
Messi’s contract clause
was reported earlier by
newspaper El Mundo.
Bloomberg
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Paul Wallace

NGOILA is poised to

become the latest emer-

ging nation to abandon

its currency peg as it
seeks to rescue an economy still
reeling from the oil-price cras
four years ago.

The southern African nation, an
OPEC member, said this week it
would let the kwanza trade within
a new band. The rate at which it’s
been fixed against the dollar sin-
ce April 2016 “does not reflect the
truth,” according to Jose Massano,
who became central bank governor
in late October.

It joins a long list of commodity
exporters - from Russia to Egypt,
Kazakhstan, Nigeria and Uzbekis-
tan - that have floated or devalued
currencies in a bid to end crippling
shortages of foreign exchange and
revive economic growth.

“It was a long time coming,” said
Kaan Nazli, a strategist at Neuber-
ger Berman Europe Litd. in The
Hague, which manages almost
USD300 billion, including Ango-
lan Eurobonds.

The move underlines just how
forcibly President Joao Lourenco
is trying to bolster his nation’s fi-
nances three months after he re-
placed Jose Eduardo dos Santos,
who ruled the former Portuguese
colony for almost four decades. In
addition to appointing Massano,
Lourenco has replaced the heads
of the state oil and diamond com-
panies, and started opening up
the telecommunications sector to
more competition.

Angola, which relies on oil for
more than 9o percent of exports,

Angola joins long list of oil
nations in ditching Dollar peg

kept a tight grip on its currency
as the commodity slid. While the
kwanza has already weakened
40 percent to 166 per dollar since
mid-2014, analysts say it’s still too
strong. Charles Robertson, Renais-
sance Capital’s London-based chief
economiist, said in a note Thursday
that the kwanza was the most over-
valued of the more than 50 cur-
rencies he analyzes and that its fair
value was 348 to the greenback.

The currency has tumbled to 430
on the black market as dollars run
dry, leaving hundreds of companies
struggling to pay foreign workers
and overseas suppliers. The eco-
nomy contracted in 2016 after ex-
panding an average 9 percent an-
nually in the preceding decade.

Angola has bled reserves - which
more than halved in the past four
years - to defend the peg. The dos
Santos administration said it was
the best way for the import-depen-
dent nation to curb inflation, which
stands at 28 percent.

A currency depreciation of 30
percent over the next year would
probably improve Angola’s fiscal
balances while also ensuring fo-
reign debt remains manageable,
according to Neuberger Berman’s
Nazli.

Still, a devaluation alone may not
be enough given the nation’s tight
capital-account controls and lack

BLOOMBERG

Expensive Peg

Angola has bled reserves in a bid to maintain its currency peg

M Official kwanza exchange rate (R1)

U.S. dollars (billions)

of kwanza-denominated securi-
ties to attract investors, according
to Paarl, South Africa-based NKC
African Economics. Angola is one
of the few major African econo-
mies without a stock exchange.
“While a more liberal stance on
the kwanza is certainly welcome,
we would argue against an imme-
diate move toward a completely
free float,” NKC analyst Cobus
de Hart said in a note Thursday.
That would raise the risk of the
currency “spiraling out of control”
and it “may not lead to a signifi-

Angola's net reserves on 11/30/17 (L1)

Central bank fixes the kwanza's rate

cant amount of foreign-exchange
inflows initially due to the lack of
developed stock and domestic debt
markets.”

Finance Minister Archer Man-
gueira said late Wednesday that he
would also “renegotiate our debt
with our main partners throughout
2018.”

After his statement, yields on the
government’s $438 million of se-
curities due in 2019 rose 25 basis
points, although those on its $1.5
billion of Eurobonds maturing in
2025 fell. The finance ministry
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later said it was committed to ser-
vicing both foreign and local liabi-
lities.

Much of Angola’s roughly $40
billion of foreign debt is in the form
of bilateral lines from nations such
as China or loans taken on by So-
nangol, the state oil company.

“The government is more
likely to focus on renegotiating
the Chinese loans and the debts
taken on by Sonangol,” said Na-
zli. “The Eurobonds only make
up a small proportion of the ex-
ternal debt.” Bloomberg
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At Villa Frangipani impeccable service means knowing when
you want to enjoy a private moment.

20,000 square feet of privacy

Whether that is in the Private Spa, your suite, the garden bale, or any other areq,

our Villa Staff anficipate your needs at all fimes.

Please visit www.privatevillasofbali.com to get an idea of what we offer.

villafrangipani
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this day in history

TEAMLAB FUTURE PARK

TIME: 1:30pm-10pm (Mondays to Fridays)
10:30am-10pm (Saturdays, Sundays and

public holidays; 90 mintues per session, maximum

capacity is 150 people at one time)

UNTIL: February 28, 2018

VENUE: MGM Art Space

ADMISSION: MOP150 (MOP120 for Macau

residents; free admission for children aged 2 or

under)

PATANE LiBRARY AN OAsIs oF FiLm AND Music
LorRE
TIME: pm-8:30pm (Mondays)

9:30am-8:30pm (Tuesdays to Sundays;
closed on public holidays)
ADDRESS: No. 69 - 81, Rua da Ribeira do Patane
ADMISSION: Free
ENQUIRIES: (853) 2825 9220

TREASURE OF SACRED ART OF ST. JOSEPH’S
SEMINARY

TIME: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on
public holidays)

VENUE: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do
Seminario

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRES: (853) 2835 7911

MANDARIN’S HOUSE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm;
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
ADDRESS: No. 10, Travessa de Antdnio da Silva
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 8820

ExHiBITION “FICTION AND DRIFT - PAINTINGS BY
JORGE MARTINS”

TIME: 10am-9pm daily

UNTIL: March 4, 201

VENUE: Tap Seac Gallery, No. 95, Avenida do
Conselheiro Ferreira de Aimeida

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4017

Offheat

MAN SOILS PLANE BATHROOMS,
DIVERTING FLIGHT TO ALASKA

A United Airlines flight from Chicago to Hong Kong
was diverted to Alaska after a passenger was accused
of soiling two lavatories and trying to flush his shirt
down a toilet, officials said Friday.

The man spread human waste in the lavatories Thur-
sday before Flight 895 was diverted to Anchorage, air-
port police Lt. Joe Gamache said.

There were no indications the incident was related to
terrorism, according to FBI spokeswoman Staci Feger-
Pellessier. No injuries were reported.

The man did not try to interfere with the flight crew
and was not expected to be arrested, Gamache said.
He was taken to a hospital for a mental health asses-
sment.

“After the interviews were done, there were no appro-
priate charges for anything criminal,” Gamache said.

The passenger, whose name was not released, was
shirtless when authorities met the flight in Alaska, Ga-
mache said.

Authorities needed an interpreter to interview the
man, who was carrying a Vietnamese passport and
had a U.S. permanent resident card.

Much of what the man said was unintelligible or did
not make sense, even to the translator, Gamache said.

Authorities handcuffed the man for his safety as well
as their own, Gamache said.

Federal prosecutors have not determined whether to
pursue charges.

United Airlines spokesman Charlie Hobart said 245
passengers were on the flight that was set to depart
Anchorage on Friday.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

14:50 RTPi Live

17:10  Revenge Sr2

17:50 Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)

18:40 Non-Daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
19:40  Portuguese Serie

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Sports

22:10 Brazilian Soap Opera

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive

CINETEATRO
04 Jan - 08 Jan

COCO

room 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15pm

Director: Lee Unkrich

Starring: Anthony Gonzalez, Gael Garcia Bernal,
Benjamin Bratt

Language: Cantonese (English)

Duration: 105 min

JUMANJI: WELCOME TO THE JUNGLE

ROOM 2

09:30pm

Director: Jake Kasdan

Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Jack Black, Karen Gillan,
Kevin Hart

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 119 min

INSIDIOUS: CHAPTER 4

ROOM 2

02:30, 04:30, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Adam Robitel

Starring: Lin Shaye, Angus Sampson, Leigh Whannell, Josh
Stewart

Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 103 min

AJIN

Room 3

02:30, 04:30, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Katsuyuki Motohi

Starring: Takeru Satoh, Go Ayano, Testuji Tamayama,
Yu Shirota

Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)

Duration: 105 min

1989: DoZENS DIE AS PLANE
CRASHES ON MOTORWAY

A Boeing 737 airplane has crashed onto the M1 mo-
torway near East Midlands airport, killing 46 people.
Eighty have survived, of whom ten are seriously in-
jured.

The British Midland flight 092 was forced to crash
land after both engines of the brand new aircraft fai-
led. It slammed into the motorway embankment at
2026 GMT, breaking into three pieces.

Motorists on the M1 had a lucky escape as there
were no vehicles in the immediate vicinity at the mo-
ment of impact.

The flight to Belfast was forced to divert to East
Midlands airport 10 minutes after leaving Heathrow,
when one of the plane’s two engines caught fire. As
the aircraft began its descent the remaining engine
failed too.

Experts said later the chance of suffering such a
double engine failure was a hundred million to one.

The plane passed very low over the village of Ke-
gworth, Leicestershire, crashing just a few hundred
meters from the safety of the runway, where emer-
gency services were waiting.

The most severely injured were given medical at-
tention immediately, while others were lifted from the
twisted fuselage and taken to local hospitals.

Survivor Gareth Jones described the moment when
the plane hit the ground.

He said: “There was a shudder, crash, like a massive
motor car accident, crunch, blackness, and | was by
the emergency hatch.”

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Areport by the UK Air Accidents Investigation Branch later found the
flight crew had shut down the wrong engine.

The crew had responded “incorrectly” to a fractured fan blade in the No.1
engine, by shutting down the No.2 engine “which was running satisfac-
torily”.

The report made several recommendations, calling for increased engine
inspections and improvements to engine vibration indicators on Boeing
7375.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Are you eating because your
stomach is buzzing, or just because
it’'s one way to distract yourself
from what life’s little anxieties?
Food should be loved, but not used
as a means of avoiding feelings.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

You like to move quickly - and
make decisions even more quickly,
but when it comes to financial
matters, your energy is telling you
to put on the brakes, no matter
what.

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Your intentions, just like everything
else about you, are nothing but
innocent - but someone who’s feeling
edgy might take them in exactly the
wrong way. Before you get too excited,
sit down and take a few deep breaths.

n Libra

|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

Youre in a position that most
people would love to be in, as your
professional success speeds up like
arocket just as someone new signals
that they’re ready to take things to a
new level in your love life.

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Big questions are on your mind
right now, like, ‘Why am I here?
What is my purpose in life?’ You
know, the conversation topics
that make people back off a
little.

M Aquarius

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

That burnt-out light bulb, that
squeaky hinge, that frustrating
faucet - it’s way too easy to let
that stuff slide and just ignore it
all, but sooner or later they add
up to a domestic nightmare.

1- NASA failure; 5- ___ beaver; 10- London art gallery; 14- Norwegian
king; 15- Make ___for oneself; 16- ___ epic scale; 17- Zip-___-Doo-Dah; 18- Without
a job; 20- Soul mate?; 22- Suffix with pay; 23- Novelist Calvino; 24- Influences;
26- Proverb ending?; 27- Becomes visible; 30- Takes into custody; 34- Wrinkle; 35-
Individuals; 36- So-so grade; 37- Heaps; 38- Month of showers; 40- Milhouse’s pal;
41- Cool ___ cucumber; 42- TV horse; 43- Aviator Earhart; 45- Betrayal; 47- Shrink;
48- Summer mo.; 49- Examine account books; 50- Head lock; 53- Discount rack
abbr.; 54- Hilo hello; 58- Ownership; 61- Monogram ltr.; 62- Animistic god or spirit;
63- Diciembre follower; 64- Catbird seat?; 65- Dagger; 66- Attorney follower; 67- Joy

Adamson’s lioness;

1- Ark builder; 2- Shoppe sign word; 3- Greek goddess of the earth; 4-
Abroad; 5- ___de Cologne; 6- Bugs; 7- Some Celts; 8- Anarchist Goldman; 9- Agent,
briefly; 10- Proceed in a leisurely way; 11-
Author Seton; 12- Chinese weight; 13-
Opposite of ecto-; 19- Perjurers; 21- “___ 5
”; 25- Floor [

the night before Christmas ...

covering; 26- Erin; 27- Take the role of; 28-
Plain writing; 29- Pertaining to punishment;
30- Tropical cuckoo bird; 31- Snakelike; 32-
Garr and Hatcher; 33- Went after; 35- Old
California fort; 39- Favorite; 40- Waistline;
42- Small rodent; 44- Mother of Hermes;
46- Timmy’s dog; 47- Roman goddess of
the dawn; 49- Disney mermaid; 50- Toll
rds.; 51- Horse color; 52- Salinger girl; 53-
“___ She Lovely?”; 55- Like Nash’s lama;
56- Sibilate; 57- ___ boy!; 59- Ocean; 60-

Without delay;

FOR SALE

www.JMLProperty.com

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us

Inft Lpr

Com

x Taurus

April 20-May 20

No one can help you if you never
talk about your problems. Your
reliable, and love feeling self-
reliant, but it doesn’t mean
weakness when you confide in
others.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Security of all kinds is on your
mind, more so than usual. It
never hurts to double-check locks,
insurance, smoke alarms and so
forth - but if it feels like you're
going a little crazy.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You're so inspired that you spend
all that spare time getting ahead
on other stuff that’s been looming
for too long. Your positive attitude
spills over with happy results into
other areas of your life.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Exotic travel beckons you, with
good reason. It’s a great time to
simply enjoy yourself and indulge
in a wildly hedonistic activity or
two. It may not be possible to fly to
Mexico at a moment’s notice.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

It may feel as if you're speeding along
every which way but loose for the time
being. How should you make the most
of this energy? Just try not to force it,
or you may end up feeling pouty and
resentful instead of focused.

i E Feb.19-Mar. 20

Why hasn’t anyone ever tried
putting mac and cheese in a taco
shell? Crazy, awesome ideas
strike you all day long in all areas
of life, from the mundane to the
sublime.

Pisces

ME ON A NEW
PROJECT

I NEED SOMEONE WHO l"l'.ll}’\‘f)q
SELF-CONFIDENCE TO ASSIST

lavser

=
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Easy Easy+
3 2 8 2 8
5 7 3
1 3 9 7 9 2
5 6 2 5 4
8 9 3 1 6
1 T
2 —I 1 -~
2 8 1
3 4 5 5 2
Medium Hard
7 4 1 [3 5
T 7 8
9 2 1
T BN 9 6 7 1
6 1 9 5
115 7 2
7 3 2 4
3 6
3 8 2 1

MIN MAX CONDITION
Beijing -4 2 cloudy/clear
Harbin -13 -9 snow shower
Tianjin -3 0 cloudy/clear
Urumgi -20 -11 clear
Xi'an -6 -2 cloudy/clear
Lhasa -8 9 clear
Chengdu 0 8 overcast/cloudy
Chongging 5 8 drizzle/overcast
Kunming 4 18 clear
Nanjing -3 2 overcast/cloudy
Shanghai 2 5 drizzle
Wuhan -3 2 cloudy
Hangzhou 2 6 drizzle
Taipei 13 19 drizzle/heavy rain
Guangzhou 7 15 heavy rain
Hong Kong 10 19 overcast/drizzle
Moscow =+ -2 flurry
Frankfurt 1 3 drizzle
Paris 4 7 drizzle/cloudy
London 1 5 clear/drizzle
New York -14 -5 cloudy

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

§
g 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
5 Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
8 (Open line) 993 —Report 1000
é PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
% 28 573 333 28 716 081
: : § Customs 28 559 944
Friday’s solution e
Blalclo|r] ‘alsleplelrla g S.J. HOSpital 28 313 731
k AlL U clalm|e|s| @
Injolc TlulR(N AlLlolmlE 8 28 371 333
kdl %!.2 . #; ufo 2‘ e Commission Against -
E;: AMANAR _4 Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
Tlemirlolr sl llalLlFla
Blalolelr|i|n Lle|alols 28 387 333
..E_.Ll alTlTl slilalT
:: : T : g : : : Tourism 28 333 000
SRARA el 598008
AD
Grande Plaza 1stFloor Car Park. The Manhattan Apariment B. Daffodil Court Va Fat E
Taipa Taipa Coloane Taipa .
980 sq ft / HKD 8.8M sq ft./ HKD1.95M 1,663 sq ft/ HKD 2.3M 636sq ft | HKD 4.25M ﬁ
HKD 9,061=sq ft HKD 0Dsq ft HKD 4.990sq ft HKD &,661sq ft
Three Bedroom Apartment 1stFloor car park space Large Kitchen Well Maintained
Ref: 17115537 Ref: 17115539 Hel g il Ref. 17085533 %
Kinglight Carnation Court. Hellene Gardens. Unit A Apartment C. Nam Long Apartment C, Vai Fat i
Taipa Coloane Taipa Taipa v
1 Bedroom Apartment 3 Bedrooms Apartment 1 Bedroom Apartment 1 Bedroom Apartment p ro pe rty 199
Fully Fumished Lovely Green Open View Stunning Sun Termrace Modern Fitted Kitchen -
HKD 15,000 / 800 sqft HKD 17,500/ 1,683 =qft HKD 8,800/ 420 sq ft HKD 12,200 / 800 =q ft i
Ref. 17120662 Ref. 17110661 Ref. 17110660 Ref. 17110659 || " ,H,,_,._
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BBAM

British Business Association of Macao ‘% X ﬁ’J :%ﬁ ﬁ'J ?ﬁ % ﬁ
i ' ITION DELTA

BBAM @ St. Regis Breakfast

on Thursday, 11* January 2018
Guest Speaker: Steve Vickers
CEO of Steve Vickers and Associates Limited
Steve is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of Steve Vickers
and Associates Limited (“SVA”), a specialist risk mitigation, corporate intelligence
and security consulting company.

The Paradise Papers - Implications for Law Firms
and the Offshore Services Business

Z+#17 An event by

#5715 F5 Special Supporter

WWW.DCIC.ASIA

Venue: Amber Room I, 5/F, The St. Regis Macao, Cotai (N GARDE: ,_{2,” @
7.45 am: Registration =
8 am: Sit-down for breakfast
8.15: Presentation and Q&A session (1% Organising Committee
9 am: Close
Strict No-Show/Late Cancellation policy applies for this event ﬁ . @ oo [Tt
Vegetarian option to be requested before Monday 8" January = —
BBAM Members: Complimentary Commm £2 )= rmcwmoswwss  NEIPA  DRE HEITSe. Ml
Non-Members - MOP/HKD 180.00 : -
RSVP to: bbam@britchammacao.org e L G I-.-m Dugergtventown 1y @ mmgE O B tadins \@

BUY GET | FREE AW I'IIGI'IT
“ AR AR GRS & TR B L R

;/\BFEI':T._-F_:" 2 ¢

No admission
under 1 \

www.d2glubgnacau
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HILIPPE Coutinho is

joining Barcelona after

Liverpool agreed Satur-

day to sell the Brazilian
in a deal that makes him one of
the most expensive players in
soccer history.

Barcelona did not reveal the
cost of the deal for the 25-year-
old playmaker but a person fa-
miliar with the details told The
Associated Press that the trans-
fer is worth 160 million euros
(USD192 million).

The person spoke on condition
of anonymity because they were
not authorized to comment pu-
blicly about the deal, which wou-
1d be a club record for Barcelona.

Coutinho’s transfer cost is only
surpassed by Paris Saint-Ger-
main’s acquisition of Neymar
and Kylian Mbappe last sum-
mer. Barcelona has now reinves-
ted the 222 million euro windfall
it received from PSG following
Neymar’s world-record transfer
to the French club in August.

Barcelona said Coutinho will
sign a contract for the rest of the
ongoing season and five more
seasons. He still needs to finalize
personal terms and pass a medi-
cal examination.

Liverpool rejected three bids
from Barcelona for Coutinho in
August and hoped to convince
him to stay beyond this season.
He even captained the side in re-
cent games.

The Spanish league leaders
broke their own transfer record
to sign France forward Ousmane
Dembele from Borussia Dort-
mund in August for a fee of 105
million euros that could rise to
147 million euros. Barcelona ho-
ped to sign Coutinho at the same
time but it has taken until the
January transfer window to con-
vince Liverpool to sell one of its
most creative players.

Barcelona said in September
that it rejected a last-minute of-
fer by Liverpool to sell Coutinho
for 200 million euros (then $237
million) because it would have
been an “irresponsible” financial
risk for the club. Five months on,
Barcelona has managed to nego-
tiate a cheaper deal.

airport on Saturday

AP PHOTO

|
Philippe Coutinho celebrates after scoring a goal
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Coutinho leaving Liverpool for
Barcelona in USD192m deal

Liverpool manager Juergen
Klopp said the club tried to keep
its prized player, but that Couti-
nho had wanted to leave for the
Catalan club since July.

“He is 100 percent certain his
future — and that of his family
— belongs at Barcelona,” Klopp
said.

Coutinho will arrive bearing
high expectations to meet the lof-
ty standards of Barcelona’s long
line of skilled midfielders.

Barcelona has been searching
for a player with the vision and
passing talent of Xavi Hernandez
since the Spain great left the club
after 17 seasons to play in Qatar 2
1/2 years ago.

Coutinho will rejuvenate a mi-
dfield core led by the 33-year-old
Andres Iniesta and which inclu-
des Sergio Busquets, Ivan Raki-
tic and Paulinho, who are all 29.

On announcing his signing,
Barcelona hailed Coutinho as “a

young player with potential still
to be tapped.”

Coutinho won'’t be able to play
for Barcelona in the Champions
League since he has already fea-
tured in the competition with Li-
verpool in the group stage. But he
will be available for Barcelona’s
bid to reclaim the Spanish league

@ Coutinho’s
transfer cost is
only surpassed
by Paris Saint-
Germain’s
acquisition of
Neymar and
Kylian Mbappe
last summer

title from Real Madrid and de-
fend its Copa del Rey crown.

Originally from Rio de Janei-
ro, Coutinho made the leap from
Brazilian club Vasco de Gama
to Inter Milan in 2010. He got a
taste of the Spanish league in a
six-month loan deal at Espanyol
in 2012 before he then made the
move to Liverpool in January
2013, where he became one of
the Premier League’s most dyna-
mic playmakers.

He scored 41 goals in 152 Pre-
mier League appearances for
Liverpool, including seven in 14
matches this season.

Signed by Inter Milan at age
16 from Vasco da Gama, Cou-
tinho made his debut for the
Italian side two years later with
some pundits comparing him to
Neymar.

Instead of defending its Cham-
pions League title with a new
star, Inter was frustrated, with

the Brazilian scoring only once
the whole season.

Coutinho decided to take advi-
ce from his friend, Neymar, and
move to Spain instead of retur-
ning to Brazil. At Espanyol, he
scored five goals in 16 games in
his first season and caught the
attention of Liverpool.

Coutinho’s transfer is techni-
cally the second most expensive
of all time as Mbappe has only
moved on loan from Monaco to
PSG. But there is an option to
buy the forward on a permanent
deal for 180 million euros at the
end of the season in a deal struc-
tured to ease the financial bur-
den on the French club this year.

Barcelona plays Levante in La
Liga on Sunday, and then hosts
Celta Vigo in the Copa del Rey on
Thursday. The club has not said
when it expects Coutinho to get
his first minutes playing alongsi-
de Lionel Messi. AP

' Reports: North Korea says likely
~ to join Olympics in Sout

North Korea’s 10C representative Chang Ung arrives at Beijing

ORTH Korea’s I0C

representative on Sa-
turday said his country is
likely to compete in figure
skating in next month’s
Winter Olympics in South
Korea, according to Japa-
nese media reports.

Asked by reporters at
Beijing airport, Chang
Ung said the participation
of a North Korean figure
skating pair will probably
happen, the reports said.

Citing unnamed sources,

Japan’s Kyodo News service
and broadcaster NHK said
Chang was headed to Swit-
zerland, where he could meet
with International Olympic
Committee officials.

Footage on NHK showed
Chang pushing a lugga-
ge cart in Beijing airport
and talking briefly to me-
dia. North Korean officials
typically fly abroad throu-
gh Beijing.

North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un offered

during a New Year’s Day
speech to send a delega-
tion to the Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South Ko-
rea. It wasn’t clear whe-
ther that meant athletes
or just officials. North and
South Korea have agreed
to discuss cooperation
on the Olympics, as well
as other issues, in rare
talks at the border star-
ting Tuesday. They come
just one month before the
Feb. 9 opening ceremony

for the Winter Games.

Figure skating pair
Ryom Tae Ok and Kim
Ju Sik are the only North
Korean athletes who have
qualified. The duo won
North Korea’s first medal
— a bronze — at the Asian
Winter Games in Sapporo,
Japan, last February.

Asked if other North
Korean athletes would
compete at Pyeongchang,
Chang said only that time
would tell. AP
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Rear Window

Severo Portela

SITTING ON THE DOCK OF THE BAY

The New Year is traditionally the time to set
(or not) our own petty resolutions for improve-
ments deemed to be important (to ourselves),
and here we tick the box done. Fortunately it
is also the right time for a reality check on the
anticipatory guessing games where we take a
solid analysis... beyond any contamination.

So, we shall begin with the idea that the high
degree of autonomy granted by the Basic Law
can be reviewed - contained would not be too
strong a word - without challenging the integri-
ty of the scope of the constitution. This high de-
gree of autonomy is to be read as qualitative,
not as quantitative, so that one’s perception
of it can expand or retract without sullying the
high degree of autonomy; thus avoiding any
blemish on its reputation and integrity.

As an example of retraction, we have the
case of an alleged lack of autonomy that see-
med to hinder the MSAR from legislating ac-
cording to the clause on non-political entities
as an alternative to the bureau of civil and mu-
nicipal affairs. As to an objective expansion,
we raise the disproportionate procurement of
imported cultural stuff, to a level that forces
lawmaker Agnes Lam to question the costs of
the pretext of an international movie festival,
its attendances and the cultural neglect of local
cultural consumers.

Both situations occur and concur with the
same high degree of autonomy. Both situations
breed from within the house of the MSAR. Di-
fferently, but not yet dramatically, are the con-
cerns, in terms of erosion of autonomy, about
the metaphorically re-drawn borders of a Ma-
cau which has become more integrated in the
close-by reality of Hengqin/Zhuhai, and also
far from the mega reality which is the making of
the Great Bay Area. The Belt and Road Initia-
tive does not qualify as a concern of the same
type, since the problem is how Macau confi-
gures itself to find its place in that China XXI
global vision.

Beginning with the Greater Bay Area - 11
metropoles, 70 million inhabitants, GDP of 1.4
trillion (USD) - it is a fact that the GBA policy,
somewhat of a vision to overtake bay areas
such as Tokyo and San Fran, was not given
enough elaboration, but its rough outline of
specializations, cooperation, segmentation,
or even demographics are sufficiently clear
to alert us at least to speculate on the overall
impact upon the MSAR. For now, Macau just
has to sit on the dock of the bay - as the tune
goes - watching the tide roll away.

Since the introduction of the idea of coopera-
tion, via the tool CEPA, and the view towards
accelerating integration, we have to be pretty
sure that Macau has to take into account the
probable loss of economic autonomy in the
process of developing the GBA. Further to the
loss of economic autonomy is a logical conse-
quence of the threat to the legal autonomy of a
Region that cherishes a non-corrupt judiciary.
Arbitration could be via the backdoor.

For now, the Hengqin/Zhuhai cooperation
looks likely to spare the profile of Macau as the
one and only gaming franchise in China. Funny
ideas, however, can breed in the fabulously af-
fluent casino industry. For now, the idea that
Henggin/Zhuhai and Macau shall complement
each other seems to be drowning out others
sailing around the Pearl River Delta.

The next phase of the developing Henggin
District should include a second Chimelong
International, a Macau center and a... cultural
and recreational center. We cannot spot the
difference.
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m VIALAYSIAN OPPOSITION PICKS
92-YFEAR-OLD VIAHATHIR TO FIGHT NAJIB

Malaysia’s opposition named
Mahathir Mohamad, 92, as candi-
date for prime minister in an elec-
tion that must be held by August.

Once Malaysia’s longest serving
premier, Mahathir will battle
against his own hand-picked heir,
Prime Minister Najib Razak, 64.
The coalition known as Pakatan
Harapan, or Pact of Hope, said at
its convention Sunday that Maha-

thir would remain prime minister
until jailed de facto leader Anwar
Ibrahim, 70, is eligible to take
over.

The opposition has struggled to
make gains since dealing Najib his
biggest-ever blow in 2013, when it
won the popular vote and caused
the ruling Barisan Nasional coali-
tion to take home its lowest num-
ber of parliamentary seats.

USA

1 winning Powerball ticket
to claim USD570m jackpot

T’S been a billion-dollar

lottery weekend after a
lone Powerball ticket sold in
New Hampshire matched all
six numbers and will claim
a USD570 million jackpot,
one day after another single
ticket sold in Florida na-
bbed a $450 million Mega
Millions grand prize.

The winning Powerball
numbers drawn Saturday
night were 12-29-30-33-61
and Powerball 26.

The Powerball jackpot was
the nation’s seventh largest.

The Florida Lottery says
the winning Mega Millions
ticket was bought at a 7-Ele-
ven convenience store in
Port Richey. The retailer
will receive a $100,000 bo-
nus for selling the winning
ticket.
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The winning numbers to
claim the Mega Millions ja-
ckpot were 28-30-39-59-70-
10.

The jackpots refer to the
annuity options for both ga-
mes, in which payments are
made over 29 years. Most
winners opt for cash op-
tions, which would be $281
million for Mega Millions
and $358.5 million for
Powerball.

The odds of winning the
Mega Millions jackpot are
one in 302.5 million. Power-
ball odds are one in 292.2
million.

The identity of either win-
ner was not immediately
available. However, un-
der Florida law, the Mega
Millions winner cannot re-
main anonymous.

DECISIVE MOMENT

The winner has 180 days
from the date of the drawing
to claim the prize. However,
to elect the one-time, lump-
sum cash payment option
for $281.2 million the claim
must be filed within 60
days, according to lottery
officials.

The winner’s name, city of
residence and details on the
winnings can be made pu-
blic; however, the winner’s
home address and telephone
numbers are to be kept “con-
fidential.”

According to the website,
only three Mega Millions ja-
ckpots have been larger than
the most recent grand prize:
a jackpot of $656 million
in 2012; a jackpot of $648
million in 2013; and $536
million in 2016. AP

Xinhua/Liu Xianguo
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Tourists have fun yesterday on the ice rink at the Summer Palace in Beijing. During the weekend, many people
came to the ice rink on Kunming Lake to relax or exercise.
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WORLD BRIEFS

IRAN’s Revolutionary
Guard said yesterday that
the nation and its security
forces have ended the
wave of unrest linked to
anti-government protests
that erupted last month.

SYRIA Government forces
and allied militiamen are
advancing on the largest
remaining rebel-held
territory in the country’s
north, forcing thousands
of civilians to flee

toward the border with
Turkey in freezing winter
temperatures.

EGYPT A hot air balloon
carrying foreign tourists
over Egypt’s ancient city of
Luxor crash-landed Friday,
killing a tourist from South
Africa and injuring at least
12 others, officials said.
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GERMANY Chancellor
Angela Merkel embarked
yesterday on talks with
the center-left Social
Democrats on forming

a new government, with
leaders stressing the need
for speed as they attempt
to break an impasse more
than three months after the
country’s election.

SPAIN Emergency
response units of the
Spanish army say they
have been deployed to
rescue drivers trapped in
their cars by heavy snows
falling across large parts of
Spain.

VENEZUELA The new
leader of Venezuela’s
opposition-controlled
National Assembly
pushed lawmakers
toward reaching a
negotiated solution with
the government Friday, a
strategy that has sowed
divisions among President
Nicolas Maduro’s
detractors.

MEXICO Five decapitated
human heads have been
found on the hood of a
taxi in the drug violence-
plagued Mexican state of
Veracruz.



