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PHILIPPINES The
Philippine securities
commission has revoked
the registration of
an online news outfit
known for its critical
reporting on President
Rodrigo Duterte, a move
media watchdogs said is
an act to muzzle the free
press.

INDONESIA A
mezzanine floor inside
the Jakarta Stock
Exchange tower
collapsed yesterday,
injuring nearly 80 people
and forcing a chaotic
evacuation. Vore on p12

MYANMAR A top

official said yesterday
that a camp to house
Rohingya Muslim and

Hindu refugees who

e Decisive day: Lawmaker Sulu Sou

will be ready by its

e and the rule of law on trial ...

More on backpage
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Gaming
employees
call for salary
increase

Yesterday morning, the Gaming
Employee Advance Association
visited the government headquarters
to call for a salary increase for gaming
employees. The group hopes the
government will urge casinos to

issue said raise. In particular, the
association wants gaming companies
to increase salaries in line with

the salary growth of civil servants.
The association also suggested

the government establish a fund

in order to loan money to gaming
employees who wish to start their
own businesses. In addition, they
called upon gaming companies to not
increase employees’ workloads.

PSP clarifies
online rumor

A picture posted online was believed
to show a police officer hiding in

the grass while inspecting vehicles.
However, the Public Security Police
Force (PSP) has denied that this is
what the photo depicts. According to
a report by TDM, the Public Relations
Officer of PSP, Lai In Hong, clarified
that the person in the picture is not a
PSP officer. Regarding another online
picture which showed a police officer
inspecting vehicles nearby a zebra
crossing, Lai noted that this is one

of the ways in which police authority
officers inspect cars and pedestrians,
and that they normally wear
recognizable uniforms while doing
so. According to the most recent

PSP data, in 2017, PSP ticketed and
prosecuted a total of 1,677 cases
related to vehicles which did not give
priority to pedestrians using a zebra
crossing. In addition, there were
1,150 cases of pedestrians prosecuted
for jaywalking.

Foreign reserves
up 3.1 percent

The Monetary Authority of Macao
announced in a statement yesterday
that the preliminary estimate of

the city’s foreign exchange reserves
amounted to MOP162.3 billion
(USD20.17 billion) at the end of
December 2017. This is an increase
of 3.1 percent from the revised value
of MOP157.4 billion for the previous
month, and represents 11 times the
currency in circulation at the end of
November. The statement also noted
that the trade-weighted effective
exchange rate index for the pataca
dropped 0.53 points month-on-
month in December. As such, the
exchange rate of the pataca declined
against the currencies of Macau’s
major trading partners.
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Racing expert calls for
F3 Guia legends race

Renato Marques

E Decemberissue of the UK
-based F1 Racing Magazine
focuses on the Macau Grand Prix,
with two Formula One cham-
pions — including legendary racer
Ayrton Senna da Silva — recalling
their time on the Guia Circuit.
In The Racer’s Edge, a column
by award-winning F1 journalist
and broadcaster Peter Windsor,

the writer details Macau’s street
circuit from an interview with
the now-deceased Senna da Silva
at his home. The article was ori-
ginally intended to be a “lesson”
from the “best teacher”, ahead of
Windsor’s participation in that
year’s Macau race as a guest racer
for the former Jackie Chan Tro-
phy.

The piece was titled “Magnifi-
cent Macau: A Race in a Million”

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Lawmakers to consider Vong’s

and recalls a lap on the Macau
circuit from the perspective of
Senna da Silva, a three-time wor-
Id champion (1988, 1990 and
1991) who died in a crash in Imo-
lain 1994.

Questioned on the Guia Circuit
by Windsor, Senna described the
circuit as the “best circuit in the
world. It’'s the most enjoyable
weekend in racing. I wish every
race was there.”

‘immunity resolution’ today

The racer spent the 47-minute
interview going into great detail
on where to pass and how close,
as well as how to dodge bumps
and drain covers.

Arriving at the circuit, Wind-
sor acknowledges the precision
of Senna da Silva’s descriptions.
“The drain covers, the bumps,
the entry points — were absolute-
ly there, exactly as he had descri-
bed them. Exactly.”

Windsor recalls the afternoon
and how Senna da Silva’s “eyes
lit up as he talked his way around
the lap,” noting that what he re-
members the most was, “his love
for a circuit like Macau.”

Years later, Windsor sat down
with the now four-time F1 cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton to discuss
the map of Azerbaijan’s Baku Cir-
cuit, which was still in the works
at the time.

“I don’t know,” Hamilton said.
“I mean, why don’t just make
every street circuit like Monaco
or Macau? That way they can’t go
wrong.”

In a moment of deep thought,
Hamilton said, “I sometimes
daydream about going back to
Macau. I do the whole thing so no
one knows who I am. I just get to
the circuit, wear a white helmet
or something, and jump into the
car. I'd love to do that. F1 is Fi1,
but I really miss Macau.”

Closing the story with a messa-
ge to the owners of the F1 Cham-
pionship, Windsor says, “Liberty
Media: let’s find a way of enabling
all top F1 drivers to race again at
Macau. You want to kick-start
F1’s image in China? Here’s your
answer.”

law also said yesterday
that the proposal brea-
ches several legal pro-
visions and “violates
the fundamental righ-
ts of Macau’s system.”
Speaking yesterday to
Hoje Macau, Albuquer-

Daniel Beitler

AWMAKER  Sulu
ou will today be-
gin standing trial at the
Court of First Instance
accused of “aggravated
disobedience,” after his
legislative immunity was
lifted last month in a sus-
pension vote. The young
democrat, represented by
his attorney Jorge Me-
nezes, is simultaneously
seeking the annulment
of the suspension at the
Court of Second Instance
(TSI), claiming that the
procedure leading to the
decision was unlawful.
Across the road, the

other Macau lawmakers
will be convening in the
afternoon at the Legisla-
tive Assembly (AL) buil-
ding to deliberate on seve-
ral issues on the agenda.
Thelast of these is expec-
ted to be Vong Hin Fai’s
controversial ‘immunity
resolution’, which seeks to
classify these suspensions
as “political acts”, barring
administrative courts
from ruling on whether
they — or presumably the
procedures leading up to
the decisions — are lawful.
It remains unclear how
events over the next 24
hours will unfold and
what the consequences

@ MacauDaily mmsaws®  EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com
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of these two gatherings
will mean for the future of
Macau’s political system
and its judicial indepen-
dence.

Vong and Sou, who are
taking increasingly firm
stances on the immunity
resolution, were in agree-
ment over the weekend
that it had been introdu-
ced precisely to counter
the democrat’s appeal at
the TSI. Sou has argued
that the AL cannot act as
both a “player and refe-
ree” because of its direct
interest in the outcome
of the case, but Vong con-
tends that the AL’s invol-
vement is exactly why it
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Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

should intervene.

Macau Lawyers Asso-
ciation President Jorge
Neto Valente weighed
in on the proposal to
say that it was wrong,
anywhere in the world,
to make a law targeting a
single person.

Speaking to Radio Ma-
cau, the high-profile
lawyer said the immu-
nity resolution was “dis-
crediting” Macau’s legal
system and creating a
bad image for the AL.
He added that he hopes
lawmakers will reject the
proposal.

Jodo Albuquerque, an
expert in constitutional

que, appealed to “com-
mon sense” and for the
AL to withdraw the docu-
ment from consideration.
The immunity resolu-
tion contains just two
articles. The first states
that “deliberations of the
Legislative Assembly that
lead to the suspension or
loss of alawmaker’s man-
date are acts of a political
nature that are excluded
from administrative, fis-
cal or customs appeal.”
The second article esta-
blishes that the measure
would have retroactive
effects dating back to De-
cember 1999, when the
MSAR was created.
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Scams continue to make victims
of tourists and residents alike

Renato Marques

series of swindles over the
weekend added to the high
incidence of crimes involving
scams in Macau, this time hit-
ting tourists and residents alike.

Several cases were presented
yesterday at a Judiciary Police
(PJ) press conference, among
them two involving fraudulent
currency exchange schemes, a
recurrent scam in the past few
months.

In the first case, a 43-year-old
resident of mainland China is
suspected of having swindled
another man also from China.

The case reached the PJ throu-
gh the force hotline, 993, on Ja-
nuary 10 after the victim tried to
exchange money with the sus-
pect.

The deal involved an ex-
change of RMB168,400 for
HKD200,000 but after the re-
mittance made by the victim to
an account in the mainland, the
suspect fled the scene without
exchanging the promised HKD.

On the following day, the PJ
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managed to locate and intercept
the suspect who denied the ac-
cusations and refused to reply
to any of the PJ’s questions.
However, the police force said
it found sufficient evidence in
the possession of the suspect
leading them to conclude that
the swindle had occurred. The
suspect was sent to the Public
Prosecutions Office for further
proceedings.

In the second case, the PJ
received a complaint from a
23-year-old man from mainland
China that accused three other
men of theft.

The victim claimed to have
approached one of the men and
offered to exchange for him a
total of HKD100,000. The man
accepted and told the victim to
proceed to a certain room in a
Cotai hotel, which he did. Arri-

ving at the room, the victim told
the PJ that two other men were
waiting to assault him as soon as
he entered, kicking, pushing and
threatening him with knives.
Fearing for his life, the vic-
tim said that he did not resist
nor prevent the attackers from
taking his bag and its conten-
ts, which included personal
documents, a mobile pho-
ne and HKDs51,000 in cash.

The victim then had his wrists,
ankles and mouth bound with
duct tape to prevent him from
seeking assistance. Over the
course of the next hour, the vic-
tim was able to release himself,
escape from the room and seek
help from an on-duty police of-
ficer stationed in the vicinity of
the hotel’s casino.

The police say they are also
questioning the victim in re-
gards to the fact that he was car-
rying significantly less money in
his possession than what he had
offered the attackers.

In a separate case a 29-year-
old male local resident repor-
ted a swindle that started with
a phone call from an unknown
person who claimed to know the
victim and asked him to save the
scammer’s new phone number.

Several days later, the victim
received a call from the scammer
who claimed to be in custody in
China after he had been arrested
in an anti-prostitution case. The
swindler requested RMB6,000
be wired to him to post the bail,
then another RMB6,000 for the
bail of his friend, and finally an
additional RMB10,000 with the
justification that the prostitute
were underage.

When the victim tried to redial
the number, he was informed
that it had been disconnected,
leading him to present the com-
plaint to the PJ.
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LYNZY VALLES

Vandy Poon

Grant Bowie

MGM and CTM partner for

small enterprises cloud service

Lynzy Valles

GM and CTM are
collaborating  to
introduce a cloud
data backup servi-
ce for local small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) im-
pacted by Typhoon Hato.
Through its SME Relief Pro-
gram, the gaming operator has
sponsored over 70 local SME
vendors to use the cloud data
backup service offered by CTM.
According to data from MGM,
220 SME vendors suffered
from losses of important data
and billing records because of
water damage to either compu-
ter hardware or physical files.
The partnership with the local
telecom provider saw the crea-
tion of a cloud service solution
including online data storage
and backups for affected SME
vendors. Both parties believe
that the service will help SMEs
to recover their operational ca-
pabilities, enhance their resi-
lience to disasters, and prevent
the problem from occurring
again.

Grant Bowie, CEO and exe-
cutive director of MGM China
said, “the cloud backup service
is a highlighted part of our me-
dium and long-term support
initiatives to SMEs, in which
we sponsored over 70 of our
SME vendors to use CTM’s
cloud backup service.” He also
noted that 60 percent of MGM
SME vendors suffered such
losses due to the typhoon.

During the wake of Typhoon
Hato, the gaming operator ple-
dged MOP30 million as part of
its relief efforts.

Bowie told the press that the
gaming operator has disper-
sed over 30 percent of the total
fund to a series of initiatives.
Fifty percent of the fund was
allocated for SMEs.

“We’re hoping to spend all of
it. [That is] if 200 SMEs enroll
for cloud services,” he said.

The gaming operator is cove-
ring 50 percent of the enrol-
ment cost, and CTM will pay
for the other half.

Meanwhile, Vandy Poon said
that with the backing of CTM
Data Center, all participants

Although there is still no draft
law, the CEO believes that the
government is tasked with ge-
neral security and the security
of the residents, adding that
the SAR is not excluding the
opinions of telecom operators.

“They do consult our opinion
and involve our intentions for

will be provided with a flexible,
convenient, and secure cloud
data service that encompas-
ses offsite backup and disaster
recovery, ensuring SMEs are
sufficiently backed-up for the
swift resumption of business,
even in the face of emergen-
cies.

Meanwhile, speaking on the

sidelines of the event, Poon
told reporters that he suppor-
ts the cyber security act, cur-
rently under public consulta-
tion until January 24.

“That can put together all the
focal points to protect Macau
from being attacked and sa-
botaged from any source or
means,” he said.

the matter. As long as we keep
it open and keep it safe, I think
it should be a good cause,”
Poon said.

The CEO pledged that, thou-
gh the company monitors the
traffic flow of its network and
services, it would never record
the communication details of
its users.

MGM Cotai opening ceremony delayed
on advanced technology checks

RANT Bowie, CEO and executive director of

MGM China, said that the reason behind the
two-week interval of MGM Cotai’s opening and
official opening was due to its advanced techno-
logy elements.

“We’re introducing some very unique and high
levels of technology at the property and what we
wanted to make sure is that we’ve [checked] all
the technology,” Bowie told the press.

MGM Cotai will kick off its operations on Ja-
nuary 29 but will only have its official grand ope-
ning ceremony on February 13. However, Bowie
clarified that the property will be fully functional
from the day it opens its doors.

The executive also noted that the two-week gap

is not a testing period for the company; rather, it
aims to understand its consumer reactions and
make enhancements as it operates.

About 45 percent of its team members from
MGM Macau were moved to the Cotai property,
however, Bowie reassured that both properties
have sufficient employee numbers.

Bowie also clarified that they are still waiting for
the government to announce the number of ga-
ming tables that will be granted to the Cotai pro-
perty.

“We’re working with Macau government and
we understand that it’s purely a decision of the
government, and we will wait for their decision,”
said the CEO.

Government calls on residents
not to violate mainland cyber law

URING Sunday’s

public consultation of
the cyber security law, the
government’s representa-
tives suggested that local
residents ought not to talk
about certain topics on
WeChat in order to avoid a
possible violation of main-
land China’s cyber security
law.

Lei Kuong Leong, head
of the department of in-
formation and techno-
logy development of the
Macao Post and Tele-
communications Bureau
(CTT), in response to a
resident’s question about
whether Whatsapp and
WeChat will be regulated
by Macau’s law, said that

currently, the two appli-
cations might not be re-
gulated locally as they are
non-local in origin.

Chan Si Cheng, head of
the computer forensic of-
fice of the Judiciary Poli-
ce (PJ), said that Macau’s
cyber security law does
not involve regulations on
online information and

content however, she no-
ted that mainland China
has related policies and
that everybody should
therefore be responsible
for their own words.

Chan reminded residen-
ts that talking “nonsense”
on Wechat might violate
mainland’s cyber security
law.

The consultation was at-
tended by approximately
60 residents, and at it, the
government spent nearly
one hour introducing the
draft law.

Several residents expres-
sed their opinions on the
matter. The Consultant of
the Office of the Secretary
for Security, Chan Hin Chi,
said that some residents’
opinions are not objective.

Chan pointed out that the
government will only che-
ck data, and that the futu-
re law will have no relation

whatsoever with freedom
of speech and privacy.
Some residents accused
the law of violating the re-
gulations of the basic law
which rules that Macau
residents’  communica-
tion freedom and privacy
should be protected by the
law. Upon this accusation,
Chan repeated his afore-
mentioned statement.
According to Chan, the
Light Railway Transit
(LRT) will be included in
this law, as LRT concerns
public transportation.
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Modern American
cinema festival kicks oft

Residents suggest
removing ashtrays

RTHOUSE Cinematheque
assion is currently presenting
Macau’s first film festival of modern
American films, showcasing 10 re-
vered multicultural productions
from the past few years.

The films have been selected on
the basis of their multicultural the-
mes, with women and ethnic mino-
rities taking center stage or playing
critical roles in many of the films,
“breaking the mold of white male
dominance,” according to organi-
Zers.

“The United States has played a
significant role in world cinema
since the beginning of the twentieth
century,” Rita Wong, chief executi-
ve officer of Cinematheque Passion,
told the Times yesterday. “Even
though Hollywood’s perennial eco-
nomic machine has overshadowed
its artistic development, American
films outside the studio system
have continued to mature and im-
press on the international stage.”

Wong added that new American
cinema, with the inclusion of the
country’s diverse but underrepre-
sented ethnic makeup, is breaking
into a space “full of possibilities that
[...] showcases the many folds of
America’s vibrant culture.”

The films have all received inter-
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Cinematheque Passion CEO Rita Wong

national praise and many of them
are festival award recipients. They
include the celebrated Sundance hit
Columbus; coming-of-age comedy
Dope; the first “Iranian vampire
Western” A Girl Walks Home Alo-
ne at Night; Certain Women, which
won the best film award in the Lon-
don Film Festival 2016; and Get
Out, America’s highest-grossing
debut feature based on an original
screenplay.

In addition to the screenings, Ci-
nematheque Passion invited Derek

Lam, a lecturer at the University of
Hong Kong to present a seminar
exploring modern American cine-
ma culture.

The festival, which is titled New
American Cinema: Cinema of Pos-
sibilities, began on Saturday and
will run until January 28. It is cura-
ted by Francisco Lo, a Macau local
who has lived in the United States
for several years as the co-founder
of Film Monitor, an independent
film review journal based in Hous-
ton. DB

near bus stops

URING Sunday’s

Macao Forum, many
residents expressed their
disagreement with the
government’s decision to
place ashtrays within the
10-meter radius of bus
areas in which smoking is
prohibited.

Some of the residents
who voiced their opinions
suggested the government
should clearly define the
area in which smoking
is prohibited around bus
stops because it is not
always clearly delineated.

These same residents
noted that the grey line
used by the government
to mark the boundary is
often imperceptible.

The residents expressed
the hope that the related
government authority
reconsider whether it is
appropriate to place ash-
trays next to bus areas be-
cause the ashtrays might
encourage people gathe-
ring next to them, which
in turn increases second-

hand smoke.

These residents argued
that the prohibited area
alone does not actually
stop people standing wi-
thin it from breathing in
second-hand smoke.

The Chief of the Tobacco
Control and Prevention
Office, Tang Chi Ho, said
that his office received
several complaints about
the grey line being un-
clear.

According to Tang, the
authority is considering
to gradually change the
color of these lines into
white, which they believe
will be more clearly dis-
tinguishable.

The city’s new tobacco
control law came into ef-
fect from the first day of
the new year.

Tang informed that, be-
tween January 1 and 12,
his office prosecuted 180
smokers, which represen-
ts a 21 percent decrease
compared to the same pe-
riod last year.
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Scholar hopes for more studies on
video gaming addiction in Macau

Lynzy Valles

E World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) has of-
ficially classified gaming
addiction as a mental

health disorder, and it will be in-
cluded in the organization’s 11th
International Classification of
Diseases (ICD) guide due to be
published this year.

ICD, an expert consensus do-
cument for the classification of
mental disorders globally, con-
tains codes, signs and symptoms
of diseases and disorders for
healthcare and clinicians.

Gaming addiction as a disor-
der does not have a finalized
transcript and is still in the draft
stages. However, the disorder is
currently described as a pattern
of persistent or recurrent gaming
behavior so severe that it takes
“precedence over other life inte-
rests.”

From the draft, it is clear that
the WHO is considering diagno-
sing periods of over 12 months to
completely confirm that someo-
ne suffers from this disorder.

However, this diagnosis time
frame may be reduced if symp-
toms are severe.

Several reports have noted that
the new classification does not
mean all video playing is a men-
tal health disorder, but rather
that excessive gaming could lead
to diagnosis and treatment.

Video gaming has been a subject
of intense debate, with some stu-
dies, including a 2015 policy sta-
tement from the American Psy-
chological Association, claiming
that there is a demonstrated link
between violent video game use
and aggressive behavior.

However, some have argued
that video games in fact work
as a stress reliever and cognitive
booster for memory.

Speaking to the Times, Brian
Hall, associate professor at the
University of Macau’s Depart-
ment of Department of Health,
Behavior and Society, said that it
is a good plan to write the entry
in the ICD-11 based on available
evidence.

“This disorder can receive ad-
ditional clinical and research
attention, and the diagnostic
criteria can be formalized, which
will make assessment easier,” he
said.

However, Hall, who also directs
the university’s Global and Com-
munity Mental Health Research
Group, acknowledged that there
is limited data available on video
gaming addiction on Macau.

He therefore expressed the
hope that there would be more
population-representative  stu-
dies on such issues for locals so
that they could be more aware of
the true prevalence of behavioral
health issues. This is especially

BLOOMBERG

important as such awareness can
lead to policies and programs
that can improve population
health.

More research
IS heeded to
understand

the long-term
consequences
of this behavior.

BRIAN HALL
UM SCHOLAR

“According to the work I did
with colleagues, [...] smartphone
addiction or misuse is associa-
ted with depression and anxiety
symptoms. That’s not to say that
increased use of smartphones or
even gaming is associated with
increased risk for other mental
health issues,” Hall explained.

“We currently don’t have the
data to support these kinds of
casual statements — most of the
work in the area is cross-sectio-
nal,” the scholar continued.

According to Hall, the findings
show that those who are overly
engaged in gaming or smartpho-
ne use experience problems in
work and social interactions.

These people suffer a kind of
social difficulty that can also be
related to isolation, lost connec-
tions, or social conflict due to ab-
sence in fulfilling social roles.

“We also know that people who
are online gamers might also de-

velop social relationships with
people in this virtual space. More
research is needed to understand
the long-term consequences of
this behavior,” the scholar said.

A study co-conducted by Angus
Kuok, coordinator for the Bache-
lor in Psychology Programme at
the University of Saint Joseph,
showed that on average, secon-
dary school students spend 7.5
hours on electronic devices every
day.

Kuok noted that the top activity
on the internet is spending time
on social media and messaging,
while 1.5 hours are used for ge-
neral web browsing.

The study, which sampled 370
students, showed that the most
browsing-averse students still
spent three hours per day surfing
the web on their mobile phones.

“The inclusion [of gaming ad-

diction] in ICD is a very good
move because this behavior is
very common. It’'s very impor-
tant for the academic side to
let people to understand more
about the phenomenon,” he told
the Times.

A top Hong Kong clinical psy-
chologist has warned parents to
set an example by not using their
smartphones and tablets when
around their young children,
which he noted would establish
grounds to help prevent addic-
tion.

Rachel Poon, a clinical psycho-
logist at the Hong Kong Psycho-
logical Society discouraged pa-
rents to leap to conclusions that
their children are suffering from
the disorder.

Poon told the South China Mor-
ning Post that it is normal for
many schoolchildren and young

adults to be fascinated by video
games at some point in their li-
ves. Thus, the psychologist su-
ggested that the best approach
is to help them build a healthy
social network, and that parents
should intervene if video games
are affecting school, family rela-
tionships and moods.

“Recognizing the gaming disor-
der [...] will allow therapy and
make more resources available
for children,” Poon said.

“But we should also treat this
[classification] with caution. The
definition of the addiction is still
not clear and parents should not
begin to call their children sick
too easily.”

Hong Kong’s Department of
Health showed that about half
of its teenage population spent
20 to 50 hours a week using the
internet in 2017.

Apple investors urge company to fight
gadget addiction

TWO Apple investors have called on the
iPhone maker to take action to reduce the
growing number of children who are developing
smartphone addiction, out of concern for the ef-
fects of gadgets and social media on youngsters.

New York-based Jana Partners LLC and the
California State Teachers’ Retirement System, or
CalSTRS, who collectively control USD2 billion
worth of Apple shares, proposed to establish an
expert committee to assist in this, which would
include child development specialists, AP repor-
ted.

In an open letter sent to Apple earlier this week,
the major investors suggested Apple offer its vast
data reserves to researchers who would in turn
make recommendations to enhance mobile de-

vice software so that parents have more options
to protect their children’s health.

The letter cited studies and surveys on how
heavy use of smartphones and social media ne-
gatively affects children’s mental and physical
health.

“There is a developing consensus around the
world, including [in] Silicon Valley, that the po-
tential long-term consequences of new techno-
logies need to be factored in at the outset, and
no company can outsource that responsibility,”
the letter read. “Apple can play a defining role
in signaling to the industry that paying special
attention to the health and development of the
next generation is both good business and the
right thing to do.”
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Atlantic City casino revenue
rose in 2017 for second year

Wayne Parry, Atlantic City

N 2017, it was a very good year

— for Atlantic City’s casinos.

They saw their gambling reve-
nue increase for the second year
in a row after a dismal decade in
which five of the city’s 12 casinos
shut down, eliminating 11,000
jobs.

Figures released Friday by the
state Division of Gaming Enfor-
cement show the seven casinos
won USD2.66 billion in 2017,
an increase of 2.2 percent over
2016.

The city’s top casino, the Bor-
gata, had its best year ever, and
Atlantic City has a new No. 2 ca-
sino: the Tropicana, which sur-
vived a near-death experience a
decade ago and has been steadily
growing and reinvesting in itself
since then.

“Every single casino won more,
and every internet operation re-
ported increased win last year,”
said James Plousis, the new
chairman of the New Jersey Ca-
sino Control Commission. “Total
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The Revel in Atlantic City, as seen in 2014

internet win had its fourth strai-
ght year of double-digit increases.
It shows an industry that is get-
ting stronger and healthier and
well-positioned for the future.”
Christopher Glaum, deputy
chief of financial investigations
for the gaming enforcement divi-
sion, noted that 2017 was the first
year since 2006 that there was a

year-over-year increase in gam-
bling revenue at brick-and-mor-
tar casinos, where the numbers
were up 0.3 percent.

Atlantic City’s remaining casi-
nos have regained their balance
in a slimmed-down market.

But that slimming won’t last
long. Two of the five casinos that
shut down in recent years are due

to reopen this summer: Revel,
which closed in 2014, is schedu-
led to reopen as the Ocean Re-
sort Casino, and the Trump Taj
Mahal, which closed in 2016 and
will reopen as a Hard Rock casino
resort.

Analysts and industry execu-
tives are split on whether the
market can successfully handle

the reintroduction of two new
casinos without re-creating the
casino glut that led to the shut-
downs in the first place.

The casinos were greatly helped
in 2017 by $245 million in inter-
net gambling winnings, an in-
crease of nearly 25 percent over
2016.

The Borgata won more than
$800 million from gamblers last
year, by far the most in the city.
Its winnings were up 4.4 percent
over last year.

The Tropicana, which was stri-
pped of its casino license and on
the verge of closing in 2007, shot
up to the city’s No. 2 casino in
2017 with $390 million, an in-
crease of 14.6 percent.

Harrah’s was next at $363
million, an increase of 1.6 per-
cent, followed by Caesars at $325
million (up 7.6 percent); the
Golden Nugget at $288 million
(up 14.4 percent); Bally’s at $211
million (up 0.1 percent); and Re-
sorts at $190 million (up 10 per-
cent).

The Golden Nugget finished
first in internet gambling revenue
with $68.5 million. The Borgata,
Caesars Interactive-NJ, Resorts
Digital and Tropicana were clo-
sely bunched behind, with online
revenue ranging from $42.5 to
$48.5 million.

Friday’s report also showed that
casino revenue for the month of
December 2017 was down by 0.5
percent to $206.9 million. AP
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ERMANY’S central

bank has decided to

include the Chinese

yuan in its own re-
serves, in a further boost to the
international status of the cur-
rency.

Speaking at an event in Hong
Kong yesterday, Bundesbank
board member Andreas Dom-
bret said the decision was
taken last year following an in-
vestment of 500 million euros
(USD611 million) by the Euro-
pean Central Bank, of which the
German authority is a part. He
said he wouldn’t comment on
the amount that would be allo-
cated.

“The renminbi is used increa-
singly as part of central banks’
foreign-exchange reserves - for
example, the ECB included the
RMB but also other European
central banks did so,” Dombret
said during a speech in Hong
Kong yesterday.

Following the fanfare around
the yuan’s acceptance to the
International Monetary Fund’s
reference basket of currencies,
or Special Drawing Rights, in
2016, the march of the yuan has
slowed down. With capital con-
trols still in place, the currency
backed by the world’s second-
largest economy has dropped to
the sixth most-used worldwide
from a record fourth ranking in
August 2015, according to Swift
data.

“It is not a major amount but
it is something that we decided
on and that we want to be part
of,” Dombret, who is respon-
sible for banking supervision
at the Frankfurt-based institu-
tion, said in an interview with
Bloomberg Television’s Ste-

BLOOMBERG

Bundeshank says yuan to be
included in currency reserves

phen Engle. “The fact that the
renminbi is now included in the
SDR basket and the fact that the
ECB has decided to do that are
both factors we thought about.”

Missteps on the path toward
a more flexible yuan in 2015
prompted China to double
down on capital controls and
there’s no clear sign they’ll be
lifted anytime soon. Concerns
about destabilizing moves con-
tinue to prompt the govern-
ment to keep a tight grip on the
exchange rate. The yuan stren-
gthened 6.8 percent against the
dollar in 2017.

Dombret said he shared con-
cerns over the incomplete sta-
tus as a freely floating currency,
but as a result of its inclusion in

T

the SDR basket his institution
may need to fulfill some of its
obligations using it.

China “can go further, and

it’s their decision” on interna-
tionalizing the currency, Dom-
bret said, adding that it is much
more used than before. “There

are obstacles, sometimes there
are political interventions; it
is not 100 percent predictable
what kind of regulatory chan-
ges you may have.”

The Bundesbank has made
efforts to set up Frankfurt as a
European hub for trading the
Chinese currency, though of-
ficials have said the facilities
have been underused. Dombret
pointed to the gathering pace
of the Belt and Road Initiative,
through which China is seeking
to establish new trade links
with its Asian and European
neighbors, as a factor that cou-
1d accelerate the yuan’s usage.

“Clearly as the second-lar-
gest economy in the world,
policy initiatives in China are
being felt around the world,”
he said. MDT/Bloomberg

RMB advances to strongest level in two years

HINA’S yuan climbed to its strongest since
December 2015 yesterday, and analysts pre-
dict further upside given weakness in the dollar.
The onshore yuan rose as much as 0.81 per-
cent to 6.4138 per dollar, after the People’s
Bank of China strengthened the daily referen-
ce rate the most in three months and as the
Bloomberg Dollar Spot Index fell for a fourth

day.

“The recent advance is unsurprising com-
pared with other Asian currencies and dollar
weakness,” said Gao Qi, Singapore-based fo-

reign-exchange strategist at Scotiabank.

China’s trade surplus with the U.S. rose 13
percent to 1.87 trillion yuan (USD291 billion)
in 2017, customs spokesman Huang Songping
said at a briefing Friday.

The central bank was said to have recently
removed the so-called counter-cyclical factor
used in setting the yuan’s daily reference rate,

which some have interpreted as a sign it’s com-

fortable letting the market play a bigger role in
the exchange rate. Gao said the yuan’s gains
may be “fairly big” following the move.

Alibaba’s Al outgunned humans
in key Stanford reading test

logies scored 82.44, edging
past the 82.304 that rival
humans achieved.

Alibaba said it’s the first
time a machine has out-
done a real person in such
a contest. Microsoft achie-
ved a similar feat, scoring
82.650 on the same test,
but those results were fina-
lized a day after Alibaba’s,
the company said.

The Chinese e-commerce
titan has joined the likes
of Tencent Holdings Ltd.
and Baidu Inc. in a race to

of words and sentences.
Based on more than 500
Wikipedia articles, Stan-
ford’s set of questions
are designed to tease out

whether machine-learning
models can process large
amounts of information
before supplying precise
answers to queries.

“That means objective
questions such as ‘what
causes rain’ can now be
answered with high accu-
racy by machines,” Luo
Si, chief scientist for natu-
ral language processing at

the Alibaba institute, said
in a statement. “The tech-
nology underneath can be
gradually applied to nume-
rous applications such as
customer service, museum
tutorials and online res-
ponses to medical inqui-
ries from patients, decrea-
sing the need for human
input in an unprecedented
way.” Bloomberg
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« Septic Tank Pump Outs

New Sunshine Cleaning Services Ltd.

Robert Fenner

LIBABA has develo-

ed an artificial inte-
lligence model that scored
better than humans in a
Stanford University rea-
ding and comprehension
test.
Alibaba Group Holding
Ltd. put its deep neural

network model through its
paces last week, asking the
Alto provide exact answers
to more than 100,000
questions comprising a
quiz that’s considered one
of the world’s most autho-
ritative machine-reading
gauges. The model develo-
ped by Alibaba’s Institute
of Data Science of Techno-

develop Al that can enrich
social media feeds, target
ads and services or even
aid in autonomous driving.
Beijing has endorsed the
technology in a national-
level plan that calls for the
country to become the in-
dustry leader 2030.
So-called natural lan-
guage processing mimics
human  comprehension

« Sewer Transfer

« Grease Trap Pump Outs

Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry
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IMF says Beijin
shortcomings to lead globalization

Enda Curran & Stephen Engle

HINA should be willing to

loosen trade and investment
restrictions if it seeks to play a
leading role in globalization, In-
ternational Monetary Fund First
Deputy Managing Director David
Lipton said.

Speaking at the Asian Financial
Forum in Hong Kong yesterday,
Lipton acknowledged that Chi-
na’s leadership has been a “voice
of reason” in terms of preserving
the current system of rules-based
international trade, but the na-
tion also had more to do.

“We believe that effective and
credible leadership in support
of globalization also requires a
willingness to recognize and ad-
dress one’s own shortcomings,”
Lipton said. That means “protec-
ting intellectual property rights
and reducing the distortions of
industrial policy, overcapacity,
and policies that favor state en-
terprises.”

Lipton spoke just days after a
U.S. trade tribunal said in a pre-
liminary ruling that imports of
aluminum sheet from China are
hurting American industry, set-
ting the stage for the Trump ad-
ministration to impose tariffs.
Economists worry that heighte-
ned U.S.-China trade tension re-

Report: Owners eye sale
of C&A fashion chain to
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must fix

International Monetary Fund First Deputy Managing Director David Lipton

mains one of the biggest threats
facing global growth this year.

President Donald Trump will
travel to the World Economic Fo-
rum in Davos next week where he
is expected to continue his tren-
chant criticism of globalization
and multilateralism and to threa-
ten new trade barriers to shrink
America’s trade deficit with the
world.

The aluminum case is one of
several the U.S. has launched to
curb what Trump sees as China’s
unfair trade practices. The White
House is also weighing whether
to slap tariffs on foreign ship-

ments of the metal under the sel-
dom-used section 232 of the Tra-
de Expansion Act of 1962, which
considers whether importation
has implications for national se-
curity.

China should also accelerate its
efforts to bring its financial sector
to a more stable footing, accor-
ding to Lipton.

“China has a window of oppor-
tunity to accelerate economic re-
forms that can secure sustainable
and inclusive growth,” he said.
“China has made considerable
progress in this area, as our re-
cent assessment of its financial

sector shows. But it is essential
to sustain this effort to ensure
that financial instability does not
undermine the country’s extraor-
dinary economic and social pro-
gress.”

China is on track to build up a
debt-to-gross domestic product
ratio of more than 320 percent
by 2022, a level that would rival
Japan’s, Bloomberg economists
estimate.

Lipton said during a separate in-
terview on Bloomberg Television
that policy makers are now “poin-
ted in the right direction” on debt.

“The Chinese have to bring cre-

Lego

dit growth down to grow less ra-
pidly than the economy, or else
credit will continue to be too big
relative to the economy,” he said.

Lipton sounded optimism about
the current state of the global
economy, in the context of next
week’s publication of fresh IMF
economic forecasts.

“The signs point to faster grow-
th across all regions,” he said in
his prepared remarks. “We must
also recognize that the global
economy is in a late stage of the
long and gradual recovery from
the global financial crisis. With
economic slack in advanced eco-
nomies diminishing, it is not clear
how long the good news will con-
tinue.”

Lipton’s warning on the world
economy echoes a view increasin-
gly shared by investors and policy
makers that a growing list of wor-
ries from geopolitical tension to
frothy markets could upend the
world economy’s best performan-
ce in years.

The IMF No.2 highlighted a risk
of unexpected monetary policy
developments or exchange rate
fluctuations that could swing
market sentiment and trigger a
sudden reversal of capital flows.
He also pointed to weak wage and
productivity growth as among the
concerns.

“Our meaning is clear: now is
the time to address vulnerabi-
lities and structural issues that
could impede sustained grow-
th, and to take steps to enable
stronger growth once cyclical
recovery is no longer driving
the economy,” Lipton said in his
speech. Bloomberg

Lego plans video games,
social network for children

OY maker
is partnering with

Chinese firm

ERMAN weekly

news magazine
Der Spiegel reported
that the owners of Eu-
ropean fashion chain
C&A are considering
selling the company
to a Chinese investor.
Der Spiegel pub-
lished a report online
that cited unnamed
company sources
saying a deal was clo-
se to completion.

C&A operates hun-
dreds of retail stores
across Europe, Latin
America and Asia. The
company was foun-
ded in 1841 in the Ne-
therlands by brothers
Clemens and August
Brenninkmeijer. The
Brenninkmeijer  fa-
mily still owns C&A
via Swiss-based Cofra
Holding AG.

In a statement, the
holding company said
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it was “fully commi-
tted to a successful,
future-proof C&A bu-
siness and as such
at C&A we have em-
barked on a transfor-
mation and growth
program.”

Without addressing
the reported sale di-
rectly, it said: “The
ongoing transforma-

tion of C&A includes
an investigation of
ways to accelerate in
high growth priority
areas such as China,
emerging markets and
digital and that cou-
1d potentially inclu-
de partnerships and
other types of addi-
tional external invest-
ment.” AP

China’s internet firm
Tencent to offer ga-
mes, video and pos-
sibly a social network
aimed at children.

The privately-owned
company based in Co-
penhagen, Denmark,
said yesterday that the
deal would combine
Lego’s ability to create
content with Tencent’s
distribution reach.

“We've seen more
and more Chinese
children engage with
the world digitally,
and the partnership
will bring them safe
and imaginative Lego
content,” said Jacob
Kragh, general mana-
ger of Lego China.

Shenzhen-based
Tencent is one of Chi-
na’s most powerful
internet companies,
running the WeChat
messaging app as well
as online payment
platforms and games.

AP PHOTO

Because Chinese au-
thorities have largely
shut out Western com-
panies like Google and
Facebook, homegrown

internet  companies
like Tencent have been
able to grow rapidly in
size.

For Lego, the move
is part of a reorgani-
zation of its business
that it began last year,
when it announced it
was shedding 1,400
jobs, or 8 percent of its
workforce.

Lego has for years
moved beyond the tra-
ditional plastic bricks

it is known for, ba-
cking films and digital
products.

But its sales hit a
peak last year and the
company is looking
for new ways to rea-
ch children in more
countries.

China has been one
of the bright spots for
Lego recently, with an-
nual sales up by doub-
le digits, and the part-
nership with Tencent
will seek to reinforce
its presence in one of

the world’s biggest
and fastest-growing
markets. AP
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Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

HE fire from a sunken

Iranian tanker ship in

the East China Sea has

burned out, a Chinese
transport ministry spokesman
said yesterday, although concer-
ns remain about possible major
pollution to the sea bed and sur-
rounding waters.

The spokesman, who identi-
fied himself only by his surname,
Zhao, said the fire ceased arou-
nd noon. Earlier footage showed
huge clouds of thick smoke rising
from the oil slick that had been
burning for more than a week.

Just three bodies from the
tanker Sanchi’s crew of 32, com-
posed of 30 Iranians and two
Bangladeshis, have been recove-
red.

The cause of the Jan. 6 collision
between the Sanchi and the Chi-
nese freighter CF Crystal, which
happened 257 kilometers east of
Shanghai, remains unclear. All 21
crewmembers aboard the freigh-
ter were reported safe.

Rescuers boarded the Sanchi
on Saturday morning to recover
two bodies, but a large explosion
shook the ship around noon on
Sunday and it sank within hours.
High temperatures had preven-
ted rescuers from entering the
crew quarters. Another body was
recovered from the water earlier
last week.

The ship was carrying a type
of hydrocarbon liquid known as
natural gas condensate and left
a 10-square-kilometer area con-
taminated with oil, according to
Chinese authorities. Condensate
is highly toxic but readily eva-
porates or burns off in a fire. If
trapped underwater, however, it
could seriously harm the marine
environment, while the ship’s fuel
source also poses a major threat.

The ship’s voice data recorder,
which functions like a “black
box” on aircraft, was reportedly
recovered on Saturday, possibly
helping shed light on how the col-
lision and resulting fire occurred.

Zhao, who is deputy head of the
ministry’s press office, said new
photos and video footage showed
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East China Sea slick fire from
sunken oll tanker burns out

Friends and colleagues of the deceased Iranian seafarers aboard a tanker that sank off the coast of China weep at the headquarters of National Iranian Tanker Company in Tehran

the fire had gone out entirely and
said an investigation into the di-
saster would be conducted accor-
ding to the “strictest international
standards.”

Chinese state broadcaster CCTV
said rescue operations had been
converted atnoontoasearch-and-
recovery effort. Two ships were
on the scene spraying foam deter-
gents to dissolve oil remaining on
the surface.

Ma Jun, director of the private
Institute of Public and Environ-
mental Affairs in Beijing, said the
degree of environmental damage
caused by the disaster depends
on how much fuel was left in the
tanker and the direction of winds
and currents.

“The key issue is how much
exactly the condensate oil has

4 Just three
bodies from the
tanker crew of
32 have been
recovered

been left after all the burning and
explosion, and how much of that
sank together to the bottom of the
sea,” Ma said. “We need to keep
an eye to prevent [toxins] being
transferred to the fishing ground.”
The disaster has transfixed an
Iran still reeling from days of pro-
tests and unrest that swept the
country at the start of the year.
Families of the sailors wept and
screamed at the headquarters
of the National Iranian Tanker

Co. in Tehran, the company that
owns the Sanchi. Some needed
to be taken by ambulance to
nearby hospitals as they were so
overwhelmed by the news.

State TV earlier quoted Mah-
moud Rastad, the chief of Iran’s
maritime agency, as saying: “The-
re is no hope of finding survivors
among the [missing] 29 members
of the crew.”

Iranian President Hassan Rou-
hani and Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei both expres-
sed their condolences, with Rou-
hani calling on relevant govern-
ment agencies to investigate the
tragedy and take any necessary
legal measures. The government
also announced yesterday as a na-
tionwide day of public mourning
over the disaster.

Chinese officials blamed poor
weather for complicating their
rescue efforts. Thirteen ships,
including one from South Korea
and two from Japan, had joined
in the rescue and cleanup effort.

The Panamanian-flagged,
85,462-ton tanker has operated
under five different names since
it was built in 2008, according to
the U.N.-run International Mari-
time Organization and the indus-
try website Maritime Traffic.

It’s the second collision for a
ship from the National Iranian
Tanker Co. in less than a year
and a half. In August 2016, one
of its tankers collided with a
Swiss container ship in the Sin-
gapore Strait, damaging both
ships but causing no injuries or
oil spill. AP

BANKING

Regulator vows to toughen

rules on USD38 trillion industry

HINA’S banking
regulator pledged to
continue its crackdown
on malpractice in the
USD38 trillion industry
in 2018, vowing to tack-
le everything from poor
corporate  governance
and violation of lending
policies to cross-holdings
of risky financial produc-
ts.
The China Banking Re-
gulatory Commission
unveiled its regulatory

priorities for the year in
a statement on Saturday.
They include:

Inspecting the funding
source of banks’ sha-
reholders and ensuring
they have obtained their
stakes in a regular man-
ner Examining banks’
compliance with rules
restricting loans to real
estate developers, local
governments, industries
burdened by overcapaci-
ty, and some home buyers

Looking into banks’ in-
terbank activities and
wealth management bu-
sinesses.

The statement comes
after China’s financial
regulators started 2018
with a flurry of rules to
plug loopholes uncovered
in last year’s deleveraging
campaign, showcasing
their determination to li-
mit broader risks to the
financial system. Still,
analysts have warned

that the moves will make
it more difficult for com-
panies to obtain financing
from loans, equities and
bonds and could under-
mine economic growth.
The “CBRC’s regulatory
storm continues” with the
weekend announcement
covering almost all aspec-
ts of banks’ daily opera-
tions, Bocom Internatio-
nal Holdings Co. analysts
Jaclyn Wang and Hannah
Han wrote in a note. “We

believe challenges for
smaller banks in the cur-
rent regulatory environ-
ment remain high,” they
wrote, noting that curbs
on off-balance-sheet len-
ding and interbank acti-
vities may drag on profi-
tability.

Industrial & Commer-
cial Bank of China Ltd.
and China Construction
Bank Corp. rose in Hong
Kong on Monday mor-
ning, while smaller len-
ders including Huishang
Bank Co. and Bank of
Tianjin Co. fell.

While the CBRC will
allow a grace period for
rectifying some irregula-
rities, any new business
after May 1, 2017, must

be corrected or the bank
will face punishment,
according to the state-
ment. Banks are requi-
red to submit an initial
self-inspection report on
their 2017 operations by
March 10, and another
two reports by June and
December detailing their
progress.

“CBRC’s new rule basi-
cally covers every corner
of the banking system and
shows their increasingly
tougher stance toward fi-
nancial turbulence,” China
Securities Co. analysts led
by Huang Wentao wrote
in a note. “Banks, espe-
cially smaller ones, should
proactively adjust their bu-
siness models.” Bloomberg
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Dark pyroclastic ash clouds rise from Mayon volcano after its eruption as seen from Legazpi city

PHILIPPINES

Lava flowing from volcano,
thousands evacuated

EARLY 15,000 people

have fled from villages
around the Philippines’ most
active volcano as lava flowed
down its crater yesterday in a
gentle eruption that scientists
warned could turn explosive.

The Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
increased the alert level for
Mount Mayon late Sunday to
three on a scale of five, indica-
ting an increased prospect of
a hazardous eruption “within
weeks or even days.”

Lava flowed at least half a ki-
lometer down a gulley from the
crater yesterday morning and
ash clouds appeared mid-slope

INDONESIA

as lava fragments rolled down,
said Renato Solidum, who
heads the volcano institute.
It was hard to track down the
lava flow given the thick clouds
shrouding the volcano.

Molten rocks and lava at
Mayon’s crater lit the night
sky Sunday in a reddish-oran-
ge glow despite the thick cloud
cover, leaving spectators awed
but sending thousands of resi-
dents into evacuation shelters.

Disaster-response  officials
said more than 14,700 people
have been moved from high-
risk areas in three cities and
four towns in an ongoing eva-
cuation. People in the danger

area have put up huge white
crosses in the past in their nei-
ghborhoods, hoping to protect
their lives and homes.

“There are some who still re-
sist but if we reach alert level
four, we’ll really be obligated
to resort to forced evacuation,”
Cedric Daep, an Albay emer-
gency official, told The Associa-
ted Press. Level four signifies
the volcano could erupt vio-
lently within days.

Mayon lies in coconut-
growing Albay province about
340 kilometers southeast of
Manila.

Three steam-explosions since
Saturday have spewed ash into

Mezzanine collapse inside
Jakarta tower hurts nearly 80

A- mezzanine floor insi-
e the Jakarta Stock

injured on the grass and

outside the

Figures released by five

and suffered head wounds
and broken bones.

nearby villages and may have
breached solidified lava plug-
ging the crater and caused lava
to start gushing out, Solidum
said.

With its near-perfect cone,
Mayon is popular with climbers
and tourists but has erupted
about 50 times in the last 500
years, sometimes violently.

In 2013, an ash eruption kil-
led five climbers, including
three Germans, who had ven-
tured near the summit despite
warnings of possible danger.

Experts fear a major eruption
could trigger pyroclastic flows
— superheated gas and volca-
nic debris that race down the

AP PHOTO

Exchange tower collapsed
yesterday, injuring nearly
80 people and forcing a
chaotic evacuation.

Security camera footage
circulated online showed
the collapse, with a group
of people plunging seve-
ral meters to the ground
as the structure gave way
beneath them.

People fled the building
through a lobby strewn
with debris. Emergency
personnel tended to the

pavement
tower.

National police spokes-
man Setyo Wasisto said
most of the injured were
college students from Pa-
lembang in Sumatra who
were visiting the stock ex-
change as part of a study
tour.

Wasisto ruled out ter-
rorism as a cause of the
collapse.

“There is no bomb ele-
ment in the incident,” he
said.

hospitals showed 77 peo-
ple were injured.

A  spokeswoman for
Jakarta’s Siloam Hospital
said it had received more
than two dozen victims.

A college student from
Palembang said she felt
a tremor just before the
floor collapsed.

“The structure suddenly
collapsed, causing chaos,”
the student, identified as
Ade, told MetroTV.

She said some of her
friends were hit by debris

The stock exchange re-
mained open for its after-
noon trading session and
its general manager, Tito
Sulistio, asserted no one
had been killed.

“I guarantee that the-
re were no fatalities,” he
said. “I helped evacuate
the victims to the park and
as far as I know, the worst
injuries are fractures.”

He said the exchange will
pay the students’ medical
costs. AP

slopes at high speeds, incine-
rating or vaporizing everything
in their path. More extensive
explosions of ash could drift
toward nearby towns and ci-
ties, including Legazpi city, the
provincial capital, about nine
15 kilometers away.

The bulletin sent Sunday ni-
ght said a hazardous eruption
was possible within weeks or
even days. It said the glow in
the crater signified the growth
of a new lava dome and that
the evacuation zone should be
enforced due to the dangers of
falling rocks, landslides or a
collapse of the dome.

Airplanes have been warned
not to fly close to the volcano.

Mayon’s first recorded erup-
tion was in 1616. The most
destructive in 1814 killed 1,200
people and buried the town of
Cagsawa in volcanic mud. The
belfry of a Cagsawa church juts
out of the ground in a reminder
of Mayon’s deadly fury and has
become a tourist attraction. AP



tue 16.01.2018
4 MacauDaily mrsarss o
Times ASIA-PACIFIC

& AD

o
=
o
T
o
o
<

=gy : ; .

The head of South Korean delégation Lee Woo-sung (right) shakes han

delegation Kwon Hook Bong

PANMUNJOM TALKS

N. Korean orchestra,
maybe joint hockey
team at Olympics

Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

RTH Ko-
rea’s delegation
to the Winter
Olympics in

South Korea will include a
140-member orchestra, the
two sides agreed yesterday,
while discussions continue
over fielding a joint wo-
men’s hockey team.

The two Koreas met for
the second time in a week
as they try to hammer out
details for the North’s par-
ticipation in next month’s
Games, which the Sou-
th sees as a way to calm
tensions caused by Pyon-
gyang’s nuclear and missile
tests.

South Korea’s Unifica-
tion Ministry said that the
orchestra will perform in
Seoul, the capital of South
Korea, and in the city of
Gangneung, where some
of the competitions will be
held.

Separately, South Korean
Sports Ministry spokes-
man Hwang Seong Un said
that the two Koreas have
agreed in principle to field
a joint women’s ice hockey
team. The proposal requi-
res International Olympic
Committee approval. If
realized, it would be the
Koreas’ first unified Olym-
pic team ever.

Officials from both Ko-
reas are to meet with the

tary talks aimed at redu-
cing frontline animosities
in its first formal talks with
South Korea in about two
years. The North has said
its delegation to the Feb.
9-25 Games in Pyeong-
chang would include an art
troupe along with officials,
athletes, cheerleaders,
journalists and a taekwon-
do demonstration team.

The reasons for North
Korea’s softer approach
are not clear, though some
analysts say the North may
be trying to divide Seoul
and Washington as a way
to weaken pressure and
sanctions on the country.
North Korea carried out
nuclear and missile tes-
ts last year that triggered
harsher U.N. sanctions and
worldwide condemnation.

Others speculate the Nor-
th wants to use the Olym-
pics to show it’s a normal
country despite possessing
nuclear weapons.

North Korea has insis-
ted its talks with South
Korea won’t deal with its
nuclear and missile pro-
grams, saying those wea-
pons primarily target the
United States. Critics ques-
tion how long the warmer
mood can last without any
serious discussion on the
North’s nuclear disarma-
ment.

The North issued a veiled
threat Sunday that it cou-

ds with the head of North Korean

cial Korean Central News
Agency said. “The South
Korean authorities had
better ponder over what
unfavorable results may be
entailed by their impolite
behavior.”

KCNA criticized remarks
by South Korean President
Moon Jae-in last week that
credited President Donald
Trump for getting the Nor-
th to sit down with the Sou-
th. Tt also accused Seoul of
letting Washington deploy
strategic assets like an air-
craft carrier near the Ko-
rean Peninsula on the oc-
casion of the Olympics. The
United States is beefing up
its presence around the
peninsula in what it descri-
bes as routine training and
scheduled upgrades.

The warning is relatively
milder than the North’s
typical fiery, bellicose rhe-
toric and it didn’t appear to
put the recent signs of war-
ming Korean ties in immi-
nent danger.

A joint statement after
yesterday’s meeting didn’t
mention North Korea’s
well-known  Moranbong
Band, an all-female en-
semble hand-picked by the
North’s leader Kim Jong
Un.

One of the North Korean
delegates to the talks was
Hyon Song Wol, the head
of the band, fueling spe-
culation that North Korea

Dear patients and friends of Taivex Malo Hospital
Dental Clinic/Macau MALO CLINIC,

We at Macau MALO CLINIC Dental Care would like to
apologize to you all.

The Macau Health Bureau has notified the hospital to stop all
operations for 6 months, thus the dental clinic won't be able
to provide you with dental services either,

We apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused you.

Within this time period, patients may choose the following options:

A.Go lo one of our 18 MALD CLINIC clinics in Manland China, all of which, together with
Meacau MALD CLINIC, operate under MALD CLINIC China Management, following the
exact standards and medical protocols as any intemational MALD CLINIC,

Mecau MALD CLINIC will provide the transport 1o and from our clinics in Guangzhou
or Sherzhen, Macau MALD CLINIC will manages the necessany bookings in all MALD
CLINICS in China, as well as follow-up and medical records will be provided 10 our
colleagues in China,

B. For all patients who will be in Porugal during this period, Macau MALD CLINIC will
manage the necessary bookings, lollow-up and patents’ medical records 1o our
colleagues inany MALD CLINIC in Portugal,

C. For thoss patients who are willing o wait for MALG CLINIC in Macau to proceed
with the treatments, We are putting &l aur efiors in findng a partnering healthcare
arganization at the morment in order to continue our practice,

I any urgent situation arises or if you have any enguiries,

please feel free to contact us.

ifice phine Cadphiing Wecker Ermmll Woakal=

BBOZ 2200/ ABGER 2206  DOES3—GA20 0000 WAL DDENTALESR sanvios. mimcBmaiochnics tomen it www.maloclines comoen
(G b comrtnchend af wey B

Once aga:n, weawaould ke fo apologize for all the incomenience this has put on you all,

Thank you all for your understanding and support.

Wi hope lo find sclutions for everyone’s cases as soon as possibie so that
we may keep provicing qualty derntal service to you all,

International Olympic 1d cancel its plans to send might send the band. Yours Sincerely,
Committee at its head- an Olympic delegation to  Since its first stage debut
quarters in Switzerland protest whatit called South in 2012, the band is hugely

on Saturday. The two si-
des agreed to meet again
at their border today for
working-level talks ahead

Korea’s “sordid acts” that

chilled the prospect for in-

ter-Korean reconciliation.
“They should know that

popular at home and has
been dubbed by outsiders
as “North Korea’s only girl
group” for its Western-sty-

WORLDWIDE

of the IOC meeting. [the] train and bus car- le performances featuring
North Korea last week rying our delegation to the women in mini-skirts and m
agreed to send an Olympic  Olympics are still in Pyon- high heels dancing and sin-

delegation and hold mili-

gyang,” the North’s offi-

ging odes to Kim. AP
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Qatar exile says he’s held by
UAE; Abu Dhabi denies claim

Jon Gambrell, Dubai

N exiled Qatari ruling fa-

mily member once pro-
moted by Saudi Arabia amid
its ongoing dispute with Doha
appeared in an online video
yesterday [Macau time] clai-
ming he’s being held against
his will in the United Arab
Emirates, an allegation denied
by Abu Dhabi.

The video of Sheikh Abdullah
bin Ali Al Thani, a little-known
ruling family member until
the boycott of Qatar by four
Arab nations, offered new fuel
to the monthslong stalemated
crisis. It immediately recalled
the bizarre, now-reversed re-
signation of Lebanese Prime
Minister Saad Hariri while on
a trip Riyadh, a Nov. 4 deci-
sion that was widely perceived
as Saudi-orchestrated at the
time.

The UAE’s state-run WAM
news agency later said Sheikh
Abdullah had freely left the
country “at his request.”

The video, immediately aired
by Doha-based news network
Al-Jazeera, shows Sheikh Ab-
dullah saying he was invited
to Abu Dhabi as a guest of
“Sheikh Mohammed.” Sheikh
Abdullah appears to refer to
Abu Dhabi’s powerful crown
prince, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, who en-
joys strong ties to Saudi Ara-
bia’s rulers.

“I am a guest of Sheikh
Mohammed but it is not hos-
ting now, it is now an impri-
sonment,” Sheikh Abdullah
says. “They told me not to lea-
ve and I am afraid something

USA
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Saudi King Salman (left) walks with Qatari Sheikh Abdullah bin Ali Al Thani (right)
at the monarch’s vacation home in Tangiers, Morocco

will happen to me and they
blame Qatar.”

He adds: “I just wanted to
let you know that Qatar is in-
nocent in this and I am being
hosted by Sheikh Mohammed
and anything that happens to
me after this is under his res-
ponsibility.”

The UAE, one of four coun-
tries boycotting Qatar, denied
the claim. Authorities poin-
ted to a series of tweets by Ali
Rashid al-Nuaimi, who heads
Abu Dhabi’s Hedayah counter-
extremism center. Al-Nuaimi
said that Sheikh Abdullah had
asked to move to the Emirates
for his “safety.”

“A trusted source confirmed
to me that Sheikh Abdullah
bin Ali Al Thani is free to lea-
ve the UAE for any destination
he chooses and he can leave
whenever he likes,” al-Nuaimi
wrote on Twitter, without ela-
borating.

The report on the WAM news
agency said Sheikh Abdullah

was “free in his movements”
while in the UAE.

“He expressed his desire to
leave the country where all
procedures were facilitated
without any interference,”
WAM said. It did not say whe-
re the sheikh went.

Doha promised to “closely”
observe the situation, though
it acknowledges it is limited
by the boycott, Qatar Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Lolwa
al-Khater said.

“We have observed in the
past similar behavior by the
blockading nations where ri-
ghts of individuals and offi-
cials alike are violated in total
contravention of international
norms, conventions and laws
with no clear purpose or valid
reasoning,” she said in a sta-
tement.

Sheikh Abdullah’s grandfa-
ther, father and brother were
rulers of Qatar until a palace
coup ousted his branch of the
ruling family in 1972. His last

Trump defends himself anew

against charges that he is racist

position in government was as
head of the equestrian and ca-
mel racing federation decades
ago.

Since the crisis, Sheikh Ab-
dullah has held high-profile
visits with Saudi King Salman
and Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman. Those meetings
came as Riydah allowed Qata-
ris pilgrims over the border in
August for hajj, a pilgrimage
required of every able-bodied
Muslim once in their lives.

| am a guest
of Sheikh
Mohammed
but it is not
hosting now,
it is now an

imprisonment.

SHEIKH ABDULLAH
QATAR

Saudis then began sugges-
ting Sheikh Abdullah should
rule Qatar as an emir in exile,
while Saudi-funded television
networks provided him cove-
rage. A quickly created Twit-
ter account in his name amas-
sed hundreds of thousands of
followers. However, the last
tweet on the account came in
October and Sheikh Abdullah
has not been publicly seen for
some time.

Sheikh Abdullah is one
of several Qataris exiles to
emerge amid the diploma-

AP PHOTO
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tic crisis, which began June
5 with Bahrain, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE cutting
off Doha’s land, sea and air
routes over its alleged su-
pport of extremists and close
ties to Iran. Qatar has long
denied funding extremists
and recently restored full di-
plomatic relations with Iran,
with whom it shares a massi-
ve offshore natural gas field
that made the country and its
250,000-0dd citizens extre-
mely wealthy.

The UAE and Saudi Arabia
have cultivated even-closer
ties in recent years. Emira-
ti troops are deeply invol-
ved in the Saudi-led war in
Yemen. Sheikh Mohammed
of Abu Dhabi is believed to
have a close relationship with
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prin-
ce Mohammed bin Salman.
The two countries announced
plans of forming a tighter rela-
tionship in December, helping
torpedo an already troubled
meeting of the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council.

The U.S., which has some
10,000 troops stationed at
Qatar’s sprawling al-Udeid
Air Base as part of its cam-
paign against the Islamic Sta-
te group and the war in Afgha-
nistan, has sought to end the
crisis. Its military has halted
some regional exercises to
put pressure on the GCC, whi-
ch includes Bahrain, Kuwait,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and the UAE, to resolve the
crisis. However, President Do-
nald Trump in the meantime
made comments seemingly
supporting the Arab nations’
efforts at isolating Qatar,
complicating those efforts.

A Trump-prompted call in
September between Qatar’s
ruling emir, Sheikh Tamim
bin Hamad Al Thani, and the
Saudi crown prince that offe-
red a chance at negotiations
also broke down in mutual re-
criminations. AP

RESIDENT Donald

Trump is defending
himself anew against accu-
sations that he is racist, this
time after recent dispara-
ging comments about Haiti
and African nations.

“No, No. I'm not a racist,”
Trump said yesterday [Ma-
cau time], after reporters
asked him to respond to
those who think he is. “I am
the least racist person you
have ever interviewed. That
I can tell you.”

Trump also  denied
making the statements at-
tributed to him, but avoided

the details of what he did or
did not say.

“Did you see what va-
rious senators in the room
said about my commen-
ts?” he asked, referring
to lawmakers who were
meeting with him in the
Oval Office last week when
Trump is said to have made
the comments. “They we-
ren’t made.”

Trump stands accused of
using “shithole” to describe
African countries during an
immigration meeting with
a bipartisan group of six
senators. The president, in

the meeting, also questio-
ned the need to admit more
Haitians to the U.S., accor-
ding to people who were
briefed on the conversation
but were not authorized to
describe the meeting publi-
cly.

Trump said in the meeting
that he would prefer immi-
grants from countries like
Norway instead.

The White House has not
denied that Trump said
“shithole” though Trump
has already pushed back
on some depictions of the
meeting.

A confidant of Trump’s
told The Associated Press
that the president spent
Thursday evening calling
friends and outside advisers
to judge their reaction to
his remarks. Trump wasn’t
apologetic and denied he
was racist, instead blaming
the media for distorting
his meaning, said the con-
fidant, who wasn’t autho-
rized to disclose a private
conversation and spoke on
condition of anonymity.

Sen. Dick Durbin of Illi-
nois, the only Democrat at
Thursday’s meeting, said

Trump had indeed said
what he was reported to
have said. Durbin said the
remarks were “vile, hate-fil-
led and clearly racial in their
content.” He said Trump
used the most vulgar term
“more than once.”

President Donald Trump (right) accompanied by House Majority
Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-California

Trump commented as
Durbin was presenting de-
tails of a compromise immi-
gration plan that included
providing USD1.6 billion
for a first installment of
the president’s long-sought
border wall. AP
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Double suicide bombing

Baghdad kills at least 38 people

O suicide bombers

lew themselves up at a

busy street market in cen-

tral Baghdad yesterday, in

back-to-back explosions that killed

at least 38 people, Iraqi health and

police officials said — the deadliest

attack since last month’s decla-

ration of victory over the Islamic
State group.

The bombings came just two
days after a suicide bomber stru-
ck a police checkpoint in northern
Baghdad, killing eight people the-
re.

No group has so far claimed res-
ponsibility for either attack but
they bore all the hallmarks of IS,
which has claimed many such at-
tacks in the past.

Yesterday’s bombers  struck
during rush hour in the city’s
Tayran Square, which is usually
crowded by laborers seeking work.
The twin explosions also wounded
at least 105 people, the officials
said, speaking on condition of
anonymity because they were not
authorized to talk to the media.
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Ambulances rushed to the sce-
ne as security forces sealed off
the area with yellow tape. Sli-
ppers could be seen scattered
about on the blood-stained pave-
ment as cleaners hurried to clear
the debris. Photographs posted
on social media showed lifeless
bodies and pieces of limbs.

The twin explosions shocked
residents in the Iraqi capital be-

cause large attacks had decrea-
sed significantly in Baghdad and
other parts of country since se-
curity forces retook nearly all ter-
ritory once held by IS militants.

Munthir Falah, a vendor who
sells secondhand clothes at the
street market, survived Mon-
day’s attack with shrapnel inju-
ries to his chest and right leg.

“It was a tremendous, I felt the

ground shaking under my feet,”
he described the explosions to
The Associated Press. “I fell on
the ground and lost conscious to
find myself later in the hospital.”

Falah, a father of three, blamed
the government forces for not
doing enough to secure the capi-
tal and its residents.

“They think that Daesh is done
with the territorial loses and

they do not bother themselves to
exert efforts to secure Baghdad,”
he said, using the Arabic name
for IS.

Jalal Ali, owner of a mobile
phone store, recounted how he
saw bodies of some of those kil-
led in the explosion lying on the
street as he stepped off a mini-
bus.

“Me and others on the bus were
so shocked to see this,” said Ali,
adding that he sought shelter
between nearby cars and walls.
He said he expected such attacks
after the government announced
national elections for May.

“I'm sure they will increase,” he
said.

Iraqi Parliament Speaker Salim
al-Jabouri denounced the attack
as a “cowardly act against inno-
cent people” and called on the
government to take all necessary
security measures.

Iragi and U.S. officials have
warned that IS would continue
with insurgent-style attacks even
after the Iraqi military and U.S.-
led coalition succeeded in uproo-
ting the Islamic State group
across the country.

The cost of victory has been
nearly incalculable as the three
years of war against IS devasta-
ted much of northern and wes-
tern Iraq — roughly a third of the
country — where Islamic State
militants had held most of the
territory. AP
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IDIOT — SYNCRASY

TIME: 8pm

DATE: January 16-17, 2018

VENUE: Old Court Building, 2nd floor
ADMISSION: MOP 120

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8399 6699 / 2855 5555

RepPresenTING WoMEN THRouGH MAM
CoLLECTION — 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY

TIME: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed
on Mondays, open on public holidays)

UNTIL: February 25, 2018

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

SeALs oF 108 HEroOES oF SHul HU LEGEND
FrRoM THE MAM COLLECTION

TIME: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed
on Mondays, open on public holidays)

UNTIL: February 26, 2018

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

THINK Brick — PrLay anD LEARN witTH LEGO®
EbucaTiON

TIME: 10am-6pm (closed on Thursdays; open on
public holidays)

UNTIL: February 25, 2018

VENUE: Macao Science Center

ADMISSION: MOP25

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2888 0822

Offheat

GUAM’S GOVERNOR FOOLED BY
RUSSIAN COMEDIANS VIA PHONE CALL

Guam’s governor was duped by a pair of Russian come-
dians who pretended to be officials from Ukraine.

Comedians Vladimir Kuznetsov and Alexei Stolyarov posted
a YouTube video last week with a phone call recording of Gov.
Eddie Calvo, in which the pranksters asked Calvo about the
threat of North Korea’s missiles.

The foolery started in September 2017 when Guam officials
received an email requesting a call with Calvo, the Pacific Dai-
ly News reported. The senders claimed to be from the office
of the Ukraine prime minister.

Guam government spokeswoman Jenna Blas said the email
included verifiable information, which led officials to proceed
with the phone call.

One of the men posed as Ukraine Prime Minister Volodymyr
Groysman and spoke with Calvo about Ukraine’s military coo-
peration with the U.S.

“It's an honor, it’s the first time I’'ve had an opportunity to
speak from a representative from Ukraine, but thank you so
much prime minister for calling,” Calvo said during the call.

The pranksters told Calvo the missiles they sold to North
Korea were defective, and assured Calvo none of the missiles
would be able to reach Guam. They asked Calvo about classi-
fied information on whether President Donald Trump planned
to carry a preventive strike at North Korea and warned Calvo
about concerns of Russia deploying fleets to Guam.

Blas said Calvo caught wind of something not being right
partway through the interview, but that he completed the call
in a professional manner.

Afterward, Homeland Security Advisor George Charfauros
told Guam authorities to vet all information from the initial
email and the phone call, Blas said.

Chief of Staff Mark Calvo also informed a National Security
Advisory Council member of the call.

The administration decided not to take further action.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

15:00 Miscellaneous

15:35 Zig Zag

16:10  NOS League: Estoril x Porto (Repeated)
17:50 Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)

18:40 TDM Sports (Repeated)

19:50 Portuguese Serie

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 TDM Interview

21:30 Grimm Sr.2

22:10 Brazilian Soap Opera

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellanous

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPi Live

CINETEATRO
11 JaN - 17 JaN
L

Rroom 1

02:30, 04:30, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Jaume Collet-Serra

Starring: Liam Neeson, Vera Farmiga, Patrick Wilson
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 104 min

ROOM 2

02:30, 04:30, 9:30pm

Director: Luis Prieto

Starring: Halle Berry, Sage Correa, Chris McGinn
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 95min

ROOM 2

07:30pm

Director: Adam Robitel

Starring: Lin Shaye, Angus Sampson, Leigh Whannell, Josh
Stewart

Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 103 min

Room 3

02:30, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Michael Apted

Starring: Noomi Rapace, Orlando Bloom, Toni Collette
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 98min

Room 3

7:15pm

Director: Lee Unkrich

Starring: Anthony Gonzalez, Gael Garcia Bernal,
Benjamin Bratt

Language: Cantonese (English)

Duration: 105 min

1970 GADDAFI TAKES OVER AS
LiBYA’S PREMIER

Colonel Muammar Gaddafi has taken direct control of Libya
four months after a bloodless coup that brought an end to the
monarchy under King Idris.

Since the military coup of 1 September led by Gaddafi’s “Free
Unionist Officers”, the country has been run by civilian minis-
ters.

But they were obliged to refer to the so-called Revolutionary
Command Council on matters of state and twice threatened
to resign.

Now the 28-year-old colonel has taken the title of prime mi-
nister and appointed four members of his council to his new
12-member Cabinet.

Last month Col Gaddafi thwarted an attempted coup by his
Defence and Interior Ministers and took charge of the main mi-
nistries single-handedly.

Now he can delegate to ministers he feel he can trust.

An outspoken Arab nationalist, Col Gaddafi set about freeing
Libya from what he regards as colonialism by ordering Britain
to abandon its military bases in the country.

But in an exclusive interview with the Times newspaper, he
denied that defence contracts with the West would be termi-
nated and said Libya was still interested in buying nearly 200
British Chieftain tanks.

However he would not be drawn on whether they would be
sent to the Egyptian border - along with 50 Mirage aircraft al-
ready ordered - to be used against Israel.

“Until now there has not been any decision that war is to be
the only solution to the Middle East conflict,” he said. “There-
fore since this question has not arisen yet, there is no need to
answer it.”

Egypt’s President Abdel Nasser has been a great influence
on the new leader and he has already strengthened ties with
his Arab neighbour.

He and his young followers have expressed his hope for a
future where all Arab nations would be united under Islam.

Soon after the coup, he began a process of “Libyanisation”
of commerce and industry. Non-Libyans were forced out of
influential positions and even Latin characters were removed
from street signs in the capital, Tripoli, and in Benghazi.

This has had a damaging effect on the economy with skil-
led expatriates forced to leave the country to look for work
elsewhere.

However Libya’s oil industry continues to thrive and she re-
mains the fourth largest oil producer in the world.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Col Gaddafi made a name for himself as one of the world’s most unpre-
dictable and autocratic heads of state.

His vision of a socialist Islamic Libya led to the nationalisation of all busi-
nesses and expulsion of foreigners in his one-party state.

For decades Col Gaddafi tried to portray himself as leader of the Arab
world, but after attempts to join forces with Egypt, Tunisia and Syria failed
he took up a mission of uniting Africa.

He has supported a various militant groups including the IRA and the
Palestine Liberation Organisation. Alleged Libyan involvement in attacks
in Europe in 1986 led to US military strikes against Tripoli.

In 1988 Libya was isolated by much of the international community after
the bombing of a Pan Am plane above the Scottish town of Lockerbie. But
it formally accepted blame for the incident in August 2003.

The move, part of a deal to compensate families of the 270 victims, paved
the way for the lifting of UN sanctions.

In December 2003, Libya announced it would abandon its attempts to
develop weapons of mass destruction. The US restored full diplomatic
relations with Libya in May 2006.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Don’t get mad - well, not too mad,
anyway! Someone you love is just
about to (once again) push all of
your buttons like no one has done
in quite a while. Of course, you're a
bit confused...

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Whether you know it or not, your
job is to get reacquainted with a
friend or admirer - someone who’s
been pretty blatant about getting
back to you. Bump into someone
you remember from way back.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

As soon as you open your eyes,
every move you make is devoted
to taking care of business related
to your relationship. Your actions
may be temporarily distracted by
the arrival of someone new.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You're not in the mood to do much
work today, but you may feel ashamed
- and bored - if you do nothing at
all, so give yourself some task to do.
Something physical can keep you busy
without requiring much concentration.
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Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Get your work done early, especially =~ When you've had your -coffee, Easy Easy+
your home chores. If youre involved ~ tea or danish this morning, you
with someone, or interested should find that youre driven to 6 7 8 i 6 4 Beijing -5 4 overcast/cloudy
in someone - platonically or  work extra-hard. Even though you Harbin _ _ clear/snow shower
romantically - you shouldn’t count  have a set schedule, don’t expect to 3 4 8 6 o 21 10
on getting much done this afternoon.  follow it just as planned. 2 9 & 4 2 Tianjin -3 5 cloudy/clear
| |51 Urumagi -14 -9 flurry/cloudy
. . 1 7 1 4
n Libra “L SCOI’pIO 4 5 4 Xi'an -1 8 overcast/clear
|
Sep.23-Oct. 22 Oct. 23 - Nov. 21 5 1 7 5 Lhasa -7 11 clear
You're in a diligent mood as soon A bit of chaos still lingers when you ] 9 1 Chengdu 2 13 cloudy/clear
you awaken, so please do dress fort ~ wake up this morning, and while : ;
success. That may mean digging working up some self-restraint ] 1 Chongging 7 11 drizzle/overcast
out your most severe outfit, ironing  might be hard, you should manage. Kunming 4 16 cloudy
it painstakingly, and getting ready =~ You may be in the mood to just B T 2 3 . .
to take the world by storm. speak your mind. Nanjing 6 11 cloudy/drizzle
] . ] Shanghai 10 14 drizzle
} Sagittarius Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 4 10 drizzle
edium
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 Hangzhou 7 16 cloudy/overcast
If it feels like the professional Ordinarily, today’s energy would 6 7 4 | a Taipei 17 23 clear/cloudy
pressure is mountipg, you ne;ed inspire you to plan a crazy dz.iy - 5 4 2 5 i Guangzhou 10 22 cloudy
to turn your attention to getting and maybe a romantic evening.
the job done. That proves that you ~ With the mood you're in, though, 9 3 Hong Kong 15 20 cloudy
mean what you say, and also that  focus may not be at the top of your g 7 2
you have the chops to back it up. list of assets.
T 4 9 4
MM Aquarius ) ( Pisces 3 4
3 [
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 5|8 Moscow -9 =7 flurry
You're hoping for a return on your  If youre together with someone 327 1 Frankfurt -4 1 moderate snow/sleet
emotional investments right now, new at the moment, your friends 6 4 1 2 e 2 9 - e
particularly when it comes to your  aren’t seeing much of you for the aris moaerate rain/arizzie
relation;hips. Re_gardless of who next few days. You need serious London 4 7 drizzle
you're invested in, you want to  privacy, but that doesn’t mean you
devote everything to them. need to be alone. New York -6 0 flurry/overcast

1- Goddess of discord; 5- Diamond protectors; 10- Latin 101 word; 14- E SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Queue after Q; 15- Exorbitant rate of interest; 16- Mission control gp.; 17- Allurement; o
19- Great quantity; 20- North American buffalo; 21- Teaching of the Buddha; 23- 2
Republic in South America; 26- Make sure; 27- Norwegian arctic explorer; 28- Petrol % 999 28 939 939/ 2828 3283
units; 29- Broke off; 30- Inflexible; 31- Tax pro; 34- Vibrating component of a woodwind 2 .
instrument; 35- Tending to a definite end; 36- Earth’s satellite; 37- Takes too much; 38- Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply - Report 2822 0088
Otic; 39- Island in the Bay of Naples; 40- Medical; 42- Takes fright; 43- Articles to be 2 .
mended; 45- Flair, 46- Likenesses; 47- Shops want to achieve high ones!; 48- French ”i (Open Ilne) 993 - Report 1000
cleric; 49- Dominate; 54- 1994 Jodie Foster film; 55- Rental agreement; 56- Como ___ g ! L.
usted?; 57- Calculus calculation; 58- Conger catcher; 59- Party-thrower; 3 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
>
o
1- Notable period; 2- Queue after Q; 3- “The Addams Family” cousin; 4- Said ;-). 28 573 333 28 716 081
of a pedestal with molding; 5- City in S Arizona; 6- Mary of “The Maltese Falcon”; 7- o
Undoing; 8- Major-leaguer; 9- Connective; " E Customs 28 559 944
10- Having a handle; 11- Visible to the naked (AR (O ENEEITIT)] s
eye; 12- Me too; 13- 1978 Nobel sharer; 18- [ a e | 'a 'R 5 F
Assisted; 22- Cattle group; 23- Diciembre e T ; S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
follower; 24- Worked with wicker; 25- o
Objectionable; 26- Seal; 28- Light purple; o 28371333
30- Outfit anew; 32- Veranda; 33- Licorice .- .
flavoring; 35- Litmus; 36- One of the 12 Commission AgalnSt -
tribes of Israel; 38- End in ___ (draw); 39- -
Capital of Crete; 41- Bassett or Lansbury; Co"uptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
42- Religious pilgrim; 43- Roman goddess
of the moon; 44- The color of honey; 45- 28 387 333
Analyze grammatically; 47- Authenticating .
mark; 50- Neckline shape; 51- General on Tourism 28 333 000
Chinese menus; 52- UFO pilots; 53- Double-
crosser; 59 888 88
AD
Grande Plaza 1stFloor Car Park. The Manhattan Apariment B. Daffodil Court Va Fat
Taipa Taipa Ccloane Taipa .

980 sq ft / HKD 8.8M sq ft./ HKD1.95M 1,663 sq ft/ HKD 8.3M E36sq ft / HKD 4.25M

FOR SALE

HKD 9,061sq ft HKD 00sg ft HKD 4.990=q ft HKD 6,661sq ft
# P .0 sq .990sq Blsg
IS ISLESOP ST SN Three Bedroom Apartment 1stFloor car park space Large Kitchen Well Maintained
Ref 17115517 Ref: 17115539 Ref: 17115536 Ref: 17085533
Kinglight Carnation Court. Hellene Gardens. Unit A Apartment C. Nam Long Apartment C, Vai Fat

Taipa Coloane Taipa Taipa
1 Bedroom Apartment 3 Bedrooms Apartment 1 Bedroom Apariment 1 Bedroom Apartment

FOR RENT

=]
i
m
3
meperty =

More info, please contact us Fully Fumished Lovely (§reenl Open View Stunning Sun Temrace Modern Fitted Kitchen =
=, HKD 15.000 / 800 sqft HKD 17,500/ 1,663 sqft HKD 8,800 / 420 sq ft HKD 12,200 / 800 sq ft "
Ref: 17120662 Ref: 17110661 Ref. 17110660 Ref. 17110659 ._...k . LS
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SECURITY SERVICES MAGNUS SECURITY (MACAU) LTD

Avenida Leste do Hipodromo N.S 25-69
Edif. Ind. Fok Tai, 12 floor "B", Macau SAR
RiEMT &£ (G2F) SR AHE Tel.: (853) 2822 1341

License No. 5/2010 Fax.: (853) 2822 0824

MAAGHUS SECLFRITY {MACAU) LTD  MAGHLS SECURITY (MACAULTD  MAGWUS SECURITY (MACAU] LTD  MAGNUS SECURITY [MACAL)LTD MAGNUS SECURITY [MACAU)LTD  MAGNUS SECURITY [MACAU LTD  MAGHUS SECURITY [haCalr) LTD

SECURITY SERVICES
EHREZIRES
EVENTS SECURITY
E PR 2L
SPECIAL OPERATIONS
RAl{TE
SECURITY SYSTEMS
PRE R ZE R
RISK ASSESSMENT &
RISK MITIGATION
JE B R B FE B I
SECURITY FORCE TRAINING
& EVALUATION
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MAGNUS SECLIUTY (MACAUILTD  MAGNLS SECURITY (MACAL LTD  MAGNUS SECURITY (MACAU]LTD  MAGNUS SECURITY [MACAUILTD  MAGNUS SECURITY (MACAULTD  MAGNUS SECUIRITY [MACAULLTD  MAGNLS SECURITY (MACALI LTD

www.magnus-security.net "MAGNIFYING YOUR SECURITY"  contact@magnus-security.net

Save on your grocery bills by swapping expensive pre-
packaged items for ‘whole’ foods and pantry siaples,
Flus, Thermomix has an advanced heating system that
cooks with minimized energy consumption, so you can
enjoy savings on your household bills!

Thermomix gives you more time to enjoy lifel

Thermomix reduces preparalion time by finely chopping
ingredients in seconds. Its versatility means that while
Thermomix gently cooks and stirs your food, you're left
free for other things.

Less is more. Thermomix brings together 12 different
functions in'one compact unit.
| The ergonomic design means anyone can masker it, from
| young children just starting out to experienced cooks.
With Thermomix you won't only taste the difference,
you'll feel it too.
Please contact us for a free demo:

Tong Jia de Ramirez
Phone Number : +853 6668 1771.
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Liverpool’s Sadio Mane (left) celebrates with Andrew Robertson after Mane scored his side’s third goal

FOOTBALL

City’s unbeaten run in EPL
ends with 4-3 loss at Liverpool

Steve Douglas, Liverpool

ANCHESTER

City’s 22-match

unbeaten start to

the Premier League
came to an end with a 4-3 loss to
Liverpool in a wild and thrilling
game at Anfield early yesterday
[Macau time].

City finally faltered at a ground
where the team has a long his-
tory of struggles — with just one
league win in 37 years — and
was ultimately undone by nine
minutes of mayhem, when Li-
verpool hounded City’s defense
and scored three goals.

With the score at 1-1, Roberto
Firmino deftly chipped goalkee-
per Ederson Moraes to regain
the lead for Liverpool in the 59th
minute. Sadio Mane smashed a
rising shot high into the net in
the 61st, and Mohamed Salah
capitalized on a weak clearance
from Ederson to score from 45
meters in the 68th.

All three goals featured errors
by what was previously the ti-
ghtest defense in the league, as
City failed to handle Liverpool’s
high press led by the irrepressi-
ble Firmino.

City threatened an amazing
comeback after goals by substi-
tute Bernardo Silva, in the 84th,
and Ilkay Gundogan, in the first
minute of stoppage time, but Li-
verpool held on in a nervy finale.

“This was a historical game
you will talk about in 20 years
because it looks like City will
not lose another one this year,”
Liverpool manager Juergen
Klopp said. “People watched
this game all over the world and
this is why — take your heart,
throw it on the pitch and play
like this.”

Before this weekend, City had
won 20 games and drawn its
other two this season, leading
many to believe Pep Guardio-
la’s side could emulate Arse-

nal’s “Invincibles” of the 2003-
04 season.

A match away to Liverpool
always looked like being the
toughest of City’s remaining 16
games and so it proved. City’s
lead stayed at 15 points, and it
could be down to 12 if United
beat Stoke today.

“People asked if everything was
over and done before Christmas,
and now it’s January and it’s
not,” Guardiola said. “We have a
lot of games to win to be cham-
pions.”

A triumph in 2003 was City’s
only win at Anfield since 1981,
and Guardiola’s team played at
times as if it knew the recent his-
tory of the fixture.

Liverpool hounded and haras-
sed City on a bitingly cold day
on Merseyside, with ex-Red
Raheem Sterling in particular a
target of Liverpool’s players and
crowd. Firmino led the press
from his position as central
striker and it was the Brazilian’s
hard work off the ball that crea-
ted Liverpool’s goal.

Firmino dispossessed Fer-
nandinho, allowing Alex Oxla-
de-Chamberlain to take up the
loose ball, run forward and send
in an angled drive that flew low
past goalkeeper Ederson.

Sterling was jeered relentless-
ly and even forced off the pitch
at one point by marker Andrew
Robertson. Later, he squared up
to Robertson after a late clip of
his heels and was then booked
for a late challenge on Georginio
Wijnaldum.

Sane’s equalizer came against
the run of play and was avoi-
dable, as far as Liverpool was
concerned. Joe Gomez misjud-
ged Kyle Walker’s long ball and
Sane got in behind him, before
jinking into the area and firing
in a shot that beat Loris Karius
at his near post.

Liverpool didn’t deserve to be
out of the lead and stormed back
in a stunning nine-minute spell
around the hour mark when Ci-
ty’s defense fell apart.

Firmino barged aside John
Stones and chipped Ederson
to make it 2-1 in the 59th. Mo-
ments later, Mane curled a shot
against the post but was more
precise the following minute
when he lashed home a left-foo-
ted piledriver from the edge of
the area after Nicolas Otamendi
was dispossessed.

Then Salah delivered the final
punishment for City, pouncing
on Ederson’s weak clearance
and returning a 45-meter shot
over the goalkeeper and into an
empty net.

“We lost a little bit of our con-
trol,” Guardiola said. “We were
involved in the environment
of Anfield for many, many rea-
sons.”

Guardiola tried to encourage
his players from the sidelines
as Liverpool’s whole team cele-
brated inside a raucous Anfield,
and City almost recovered.

Silva buried a low shot after a
mazy run from Gundogan, who
then poked in from eight me-
ters for 4-3. There was to be no
equalizer this time, though.

“At the end of the season,”
Sane said, “when we win the
Premier League, nobody cares if
we lost a game.” AP

Klopp curses in NBC interview after Liverpool wins

TILL delirious after

his team’s exhilarating
win, Liverpool manager
Juergen Klopp took the
microphone for a post-
match interview with
U.S. TV station NBC and
remarked that his bosses
in America might be wa-
tching.

It makes what happe-
ned moments later all the
more embarrassing for
one of soccer’s most cha-
rismatic coaches.

Klopp was speaking
about the nature of Li-
verpool’s wild 4-3 victory
over Manchester City in
the English Premier Lea-

gue on Sunday when he
included a curse word
while describing how fans
would have viewed the
match.

He was quickly asked
if he would apologize for
cursing.

“I thought in America
that was OK?” he said
with a smile. “In England,
it’s not possible to use
those words.”

Liverpool has been ow-
ned since 2010 by Fenway
Sports Group, which also
owns the Boston Red Sox.

It was City’s first loss af-
ter 23 games this season
in the Premier League.

AP PHOTO

Liverpool’s manager Juergen Klopp shakes hands with Manchester City’s manager Pep Guardiola
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A cALL FOR AN “HONEST’
FOOD GUIDE

At times, we praise the acknowledgment by
UNESCO of Macau in the gastronomic field,
which resulted in the designation of the region
as a “Creative City of Gastronomy” last No-
vember. The recognition was followed by nomi-
nations for the world-famous Michelin Guide at
the end of the same month. These two things
made food a trending topic connecting 2017
to 2018.

As usual, there are many comments on the
subject, and while some raise the new titles
as trophies, others complain about the lack of
fairness on these and other awards and recog-
nitions.

The listing of Macau as a UNESCO “Creati-
ve City of Gastronomy” generated countless
number of immediate ideas on ways to take
advantage from the new designation, and to
“develop” on that title.

Proposals for culinary schools, training and
management pop-ups, were raised by the Se-
cretary for Social Affairs and Culture Alexis
Tam, an apt spokesperson, which is a position
that he is well used to.

In my corner and as usual, away from the
“trend followers”, | started to think what does it
mean to be a “Creative City of Gastronomy”?

Were we given this title because it was here
that the Asian famous “Portuguese Chicken”
was invented (a dish that few in Portugal have
ever heard of)? Or is it because of the wide
range of influences from Europe to India and
Southeast Asia, brought to Macau by the pre-
sence of the Portuguese for over (almost) 500
years?

| really cannot find an exact answer to this
but | know | am not alone in liking to eat ho-
nest food! And honest food can be Portuguese,
Chinese, Italian, French or Mexican, as long
as it is honest.

| think it is important to examine “dishonest
food”. To me, dishonest food is a minchi that
has nothing Macanese within it; a Bacalhau
com Grao, or a Cozido “a Portuguesa” that has
nothing Portuguese within it, a pizza or pasta
that has no Italian ingredients, a Beijing Duck
that has not been cooked according to the Chi-
nese method and so on...

Having said that, an idea aroused in my mind,
prompting a question: how to start such cate-
gorization then.

| looked around and | saw in a lane a cou-
ple of so-called “Portuguese” restaurants that
have nothing Portuguese about them and |
thought, well, there are a lot of Asians, namely
Chinese, that come to Macau to taste “Portu-
guese” food. Why do we do not give them the
“real thing” instead of “adaptations,” “influen-
ces,” and “marketing”?

My suggestion as a first step to boost the
“Creative City of Gastronomy” is for an Honest
Food Guide on Portuguese food in Macau. A
kind of certification that restaurant A or B ser-
ves “genuine Portuguese cuisine” on the plate
and not just on signboards and leaflets.

This might not sound very “Creative” to many,
but hey, for me it sounds “honest.”

So more than creative, we should be honest.

This authentic Portuguese cuisine certifica-
tion would be done based on recipes, ingre-
dients, and cooking methods. And, by the way,
we could also note “as an extra” who cooks,
rather than who owns the restaurant, because
saying that a restaurant owned by Portuguese
makes it a “Portuguese Restaurant” is as valid
as saying that Michelin sells mostly tyres.

AP PHOTO
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The European Union has set up an expert
group to help identify fake news and propo-
se ways to tackle the problem amid concern
that false information is influencing elec-
tions.

The team of 39 experts, which held its first
meeting yesterday, is tasked with estab-
lishing how big the problem is, who should
combat fake news and how.

The European commissioner responsible
for digital affairs, Mariya Gabriel, says that

“fake news is spreading at a worrying rate.
It threatens the reputation of the media and
the well-being of our democracies.”

The meeting comes just after French Pre-
sident Emmanuel Macron ordered a law to
stop false information being spread around
electoral campaigns.

The team of experts, journalists and aca-
demics will submit its recommendations to
the European Commission before the end of
April.

Dozens escape casino
shuttle boat inferno oft
Florida’s Gulf coast

IRST there were shou-
ts, then screams and
then black smoke billowing
into sunny Florida skies as
a shuttle boat used to car-
ry patrons to a casino ship

offshore rapidly became
engulfed in flames. But all
of the crew and dozens of
passengers safely escaped
by jumping overboard into
chilly waters on an unu-
sually cold winter day on the
Gulf Coast.

Fire belched from the shu-
ttle boat yesterday [Macau
time] as it was heading out
on one of its regular runs to
a casino ship when the crew
decided to turn around, said
Port Richey Police Chief Ge-
rard DeCanio.

He said the shuttle boat
was close to shore near re-
sidential  neighborhoods
when it experienced engine
problems after leaving the
dock at Port Richey, a su-
burban community about
55 kilometers northwest of
Tampa. But as the vessel
turned back, flames kicked
up and people began jum-
ping overboard into shallow
water, according to witness
accounts.

Fifteen people com-
plaining of chest pain,
smoke inhalation and other
minor injuries were taken to
the hospital to be checked,
authorities said, adding no
injuries were life-threate-
ning.

Larry Santangelo, 57, said

he had just driven into his
neighborhood when he saw
smoke and fire and thought
a house — possibly his own
— was ablaze. But then he
realized it was the boat just
about 91 meters offshore.

He told the Tampa Bay Ti-
mes that he then saw people
wandering about confused,
wet and cold, after they
reached land. One woman
collapsed upon reaching
shore and vomited, he said.
Santangelo said he took
about 30 of the passengers
into his garage to warm up
and recover.

“It was so windy and they
were soaking wet,” said San-
tangelo. He worried that
some might suffer from
hypothermia.

It wasn’t immediately clear
what caused the fire, which
sent a huge plume of dark
black smoke wafting over
sunny skies on an unusually
chilly winter day in the
Tampa Bay region.

“It looked pretty drama-
tic because the shuttle boat
burned really fast,” DeCanio
told The Associated Press by
phone.

Another witness told the
Tampa Bay Times the shu-
ttle boat passes regularly by
his family’s home, carrying
patrons to and from a casino
ship offshore. But he knew
something was wrong when
smoke cut across the sunny
Florida skies and he heard
shouts and screams.

“They didn’t have much
time to decide whether or
not to jump,” said Bakr Jan-
dali, 19, who was with his
family at home nearby when
they heard the commotion.
“The fire was moving fast. It
was a hard jump.”

Jandali said passengers
had to leap about 3 me-
ters and wade through so-
mewhat shallow water. He
said passengers waded in
waist-deep water before
reaching land. Residents
then offered them towels,
socks and water to drink.

“All of us, my family and
the neighbors, brought
them towels and water,”
Jandali said. “They were so
cold.”

The shuttle boat regularly
carries people back and for-
th from the Tropical Breeze
Casino Cruise, which is of-
fshore because it can’t le-
gally operate close to land,
according to authorities.
They said the shuttle vessel
was headed out to the casino
ship at the time of the fire.

Tropical Breeze Casino
Cruises didn’t immediately
respond to calls by the AP
seeking information.

News footage at the site
showed survivors cloaked
in blankets trying to warm
themselves after getting to
shore.

Authorities said the Coast
Guard, sheriff’s office, police
and other agencies took part
in rescue operations. AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS
IRAQ Two suicide

bombers blew themselves
up at a busy street market
in central Baghdad
yesterday, in back-to-back
explosions that killed

at least 38 people, Iraqi
health and police officials
said — the deadliest
attack since last month’s
declaration of victory over
the Islamic State group.

UAE An exiled Qatari
ruling family member once
promoted by Saudi Arabia
amid its ongoing dispute
with Doha has appeared
in an online video claiming
he’s being held against
his will in the United Arab
Emirates, an allegation
denied by Abu Dhabi.

EGYPT’s president
yesterday sought to defuse
tensions with Ethiopia and
Sudan, reassuring them
that his country was not
meddling in their internal
affairs or planning to go to
war against them.

TURKEY’s president
yesterday denounced
U.S. plans to form a
30,000-strong Kurdish-led
border security force in
Syria, vowing to “drown
this army of terror before
itis born,” as Russia and
Syria also rejected the
idea.

SWITZERLAND
Authorities say a 19-year-
old German skier has
died near the resort of
Grindelwald after falling
some 30 meters off a
ledge.

SPAIN Officials say the
bodies of seven migrants
have been found close to
the coast of Lanzarote.
Police later found 18
migrants who had made it
to shore.

CHILE Pope Francis’
visit to Chile was always
going to be fraught,

but it has taken on an
unprecedented degree
of opposition with the
firebombings of Catholic
churches ahead of his
arrival and protests by
Chileans fed up with
priest sex abuse and
cover-up.



