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extension of macau 
airport opens today

key to mice success

The north extension of the 
Macau airport will raise the 
terminal capacity to 7.8 
million passengers per year

An expert says that the 
opening of the HKZM 
Bridge and greater regional 
cooperation will enhance 
the local MICE industry P3 MDT REPoRT

deadliest 
bus crash 
in 15 years

Thailand About 
400 anti-government 
protesters rallied in 
the Thai capital over 
the weekend, calling 
on the country’s 
military rulers to 
give up power and 
hold elections they 
promised soon after 
staging a coup in 
2014.

Cambodia A woman 
who threw a shoe at 
a billboard depicting 
Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen has 
been arrested after 
she was repatriated 
from Thailand, where 
the UN refugee agency 
reportedly had formally 
recognized her as a 
refugee. More on p12

indonesia A packed 
tourist bus returning 
from an outing collided 
with a motorbike and 
plunged from a hill 
on Indonesia’s main 
island of Java after 
its brakes apparently 
malfunctioned, killing at 
least 27 people.

india-Uae Indian 
Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi started 
the second day of his 
visit to the UAE by 
unveiling a model of 
the first Hindu temple 
that will be built in the 
capital of Abu Dhabi, 
a testament to the 
stronger ties that both 
countries seek.
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WoNg SIo CHAK 

Security situation 
in Macau ‘stable’
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WINTEr olyMPICS 

Kim’s sister meets Moon after 
cheering on unified Korea team  P13,18



12.02.2018 mon

MACAU 澳聞 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
 

th Anniversary

2

ediTor-in-Chief (direCTor)_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
managing ediTor_Paulo Barbosa paulo.barbosa@macaudailytimes.com  
ConTribUTing ediTors_Eric Sautedé, Leanda Lee, Severo Portela 

newsroom and ConTribUTors_Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Daniel Beitler, Emilie Tran, Grace Yu, 
Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung, Julie Zhu, 
Juliet Risdon, Lynzy Valles, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, Rodrigo de Matos (cartoonist), Viviana Seguí  
designers_Eva Bucho, Miguel Bandeira | assoCiaTe ConTribUTors_JML Property, MdME Lawyers, PokerStars, 
Ruan Du Toit Bester | news agenCies_ Associated Press, Bloomberg,  Financial Times, MacauHub, MacauNews, 
Xinhua | seCreTary_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

a maCaU Times PUbliCaTions lTd PUbliCaTion

adminisTraTor and Chief exeCUTive offiCer
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
seCreTary Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
address  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
for subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

+12,000 like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
Thank You!

+ 4 Million page views
PER MONTH

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
is preparing a series of events to 

mark the beginning of the Lunar 
New Year of the Dog, including a 
series of workshops, performances, 
activities and exhibitions.

The “Happy Chinese New Year” 
- Chinese New Year Ethnic Perfor-
mances 2018 will be held during the 
period of the Lunar New Year (from 
February 15 to 19) at Tap Seac Squa-
re, Anim’Arte Nam Van, Iao Hon 
Market Square and Pak Tai Temple 
in Taipa.

From February 16 to 19, stalls will 
be set up in Anim’Arte Nam Van for 
the display and sale of handicraf-
ts by local artists and artists from 
Inner Mongolia and Yunnan Pro-
vince, featuring traditional handi-
crafts and creative products. Other 
activities, such as traditional games, 
Inner Mongolian calligraphy, a 
painting workshop and a costume 
exhibition, will also be held concur-
rently at the same venue.

The dance drama, Opera War-
riors, will be staged at the Macau 
Cultural Centre Grand Auditorium 
on March 3, at 8 p.m. 

From February 16 to 18, the Man-
darin’s House will host a lion dan-
ce performance at 3 p.m., while 

Lou Kau Mansion and General Ye 
Ting’s Former Residence will host a 
“Chinese New Year Concert.” From 
February 14 to March 11, the Chun 
Chou Tong Pavilion in Lou Lim Ieoc 
Garden will host “Exquisite Appa-
rel, Distinctive Customs - Ethnic 
Costumes Showcase of Yunnan 
Province and Inner Mongolia Auto-
nomous Region.”

IC will also hold the “Couplets 
Workshop” in several cultural facili-
ties during the Lunar New Year. On 
February 4, three sessions aimed at 
MAM’s Friends and their families 
will be held at the Macau Museum 
of Art (MAM), where participants 
will be instructed by calligraphy and 
painting experts Lei Tak Seng, Tam 

Chek Wun and Mak Lei on how to 
create their own couplets. 

In addition, the Chong Sai Phar-
macy will host the “Pinwheel Pro-
duction Workshop” on February 
10, 11 and 16 to 18  and the Macao 
Tea Culture House will host the 
“Plasticine Modelling Workshop” 
on February 10 and 11 to teach par-
ticipants how to make handicrafts 
with Spring Festival features. 

The “Spring Concert 2018” is ano-
ther of the CNY events organized 
by the IC, featuring the Chinese 
Orchestra and students from the 
School of Music of the Macau Con-
servatory. It will take place on the 
eve of the Lunar New Year at the 
Macau Conservatory Auditorium.

A delegation from the 
Permanent Secre-

tariat of the Forum for 
Economic and Trade Coo-
peration between China 
and Portuguese-speaking 
Countries (Forum Ma-
cau), toured Beijing re-
cently. During their stay 
in the Chinese capital, the 
delegation met with am-
bassadors representing 
countries including An-
gola, Brazil, Cape Verde, 
Guinea-Bissau, Mozam-
bique, Portugal and East-
Timor.

The delegation visited 
the Taiwan, Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs De-
partment of the Ministry 
of Commerce (MOFCOM) 
of China, the MOFCOM 
External Trade Develo-
pment Administration, 
and the China Chamber of 
Commerce for Import and 
Export of Food products. 
During the visit, represen-
tatives of Forum Macau 
presented the work car-
ried out in 2017 as well as 
the Activity Program de-
signed for 2018. The 2018 
program will focus on the 

activities to be carried out 
during the commemora-
tion of the 15th anniver-
sary of the establishment 
of the Macau Forum. 

During the visits, Xu 
Yingzhen, Secretary-Ge-
neral of the Macau Fo-
rum, mentioned that 
it has and will actively 
promote the implemen-
tation of the “Economic 
and Trade Cooperation 
Action Plan” (2017-2019) 
and the “Memorandum 
of Understanding on 
Promoting Co-operation 
in Productive Capacity”. 
These tools as well as 
the “18 new measures” 
announced by the Chine-
se counterparties detail 
works initiated in several 
areas, including: produc-
tive capacity cooperation, 
trade and investment 
promotion, human re-
sources, and cultural ex-
change. These announce-
ments were made during 
the 5th Ministerial Con-
ference and their imple-
mentation will be a major 
subject for Macau Forum 
this year.  RM

Forum Macau 
delegation toured 
Beijing, presented 
2018 plans

IC presents series of 
activities celebrating the 
Year of the Dog 

Secretary Sonia Chan officiated the opening of the CNY lights

Its viral season in Macau and for many 
years canine distemper virus was the most 

feared of the viral diseases affecting dogs. Par-
vovirus may have surpassed it in this regard 
but it is still a deadly virus that kills dogs and 
other members of the canine family. 
Canine distemper virus is an RNA virus from 
the morbillivirus family. Distemper virus is 
more likely to affect puppies than older dogs. 
This is probably due immunity acquired throu-
gh CDV Vaccinations or exposure to the virus 
naturally, leading to immunity. It can affect 
dogs of any age, though. It causes very varia-
ble clinical signs which makes ruling it out in 
a young sick dog a difficult process. In some 
dogs a transient fever, perhaps accompanied 
by a lack of appetite or mild depression may be 
the only signs of onset of distemper. Other dogs 
are affected by a systemic illness with nasal and 
ocular discharge, coughing, fever, depression, 
lack of appetite, vomiting and diarrhea. It is not 
uncommon for dogs to have some but not all 
signs associated with this disease. 
Since the inapparent infections often go un-
diagnosed and the severe infections often are 
present in dogs who die from distemper virus, 
the mortality rate of canine distemper was 
always thought to be very high. Over time, it 

was recognized that a number of dogs were 
surviving the initial infection only to develop 
neurologic signs from one to a few weeks after 
infection. Dogs that survive both the initial in-
fection and subsequent neurologic disease may 
go on to develop retinal damage, corneal disco-
loration or extreme hardness of the skin of the 
nose or foot pads. Infection with the distemper 
virus can be hard to diagnose with certainty 
but we currently have ELISA kits that are quite 
sensitive to the antigens. 
It is not uncommon for puppies with suggesti-
ve clinical signs to have a recent vaccination for 
the virus. This makes it hard to judge infection 
by antibody titers in many instances. There 
is a latent period from the time the virus en-
ters a dog’s body until clinical signs appear of 
approximately 9 to 12 days which means that 
puppies already infected may be vaccinated be-
fore clinical signs appear. 
Sometimes the virus can be identified in in-
fected tissues using immunofluorescent te-
chniques. This works in the white blood cells 
several days after infection and in conjunc-
tival (the pink part of the eye area) swabs up 
to 21 days after infection. Inclusion cysts may 
be seen in conjunctival swabs as well. General 
blood chemistry and blood cell count values 

are usually pretty uninformative when distem-
per is present. Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) taps 
may indicate antibodies to distemper virus and 
increased protein. X-rays may show signs of 
pneumonia that are typical for viral infection 
but not definite for distemper virus alone. In 
many instances the course of the disease finally 
provides the diagnosis as initial signs of a gene-
ralized illness change to neurologic signs over 
time. 
At present there is no specific treatment to kill 
the distemper virus. Prevention of infection is 
the best way to deal with canine distemper. Ve-
terinarians tend to begin vaccinations for this 
disease at approximately 6 weeks of age and 
continue until 12 or even 16 weeks of age at 3 to 
4 week intervals. The vaccine is repeated due to 
interference with vaccination from antibodies 
passed to puppies in the mother’s milk. These 
antibodies prevent the vaccine from working in 
about 75% of puppies at six weeks of age, about 
25% of puppies at nine weeks of age and only 
a very few puppies at twelve weeks of age. The 
first vaccination is therefore an attempt to treat 
the 25% of puppies who are susceptible and the 
follow-up vaccinations are given to eventually 
provide protection to almost all puppies who 
receive vaccination. 
Some strains of distemper vaccine provide 
nearly lifelong immunity after the initial se-
ries and one-year booster while other strains 
provide a shorter duration of immunity. Some 
puppies develop signs of canine distemper 

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
emergency: +853 62662268
email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

canine distemper Virus 
ASK THE VET

following vaccination even though they do not 
appear to have the disease. In these puppies 
encephalitis occurs. This can be fatal, althou-
gh most puppies probably recover. Canine 
distemper virus is shed in all body secretions 
from infected animals. Dogs may spread the 
virus for several weeks during the illness and 
subsequent recovery period. The virus is not 
especially stable in the environment, probably 
lasting no more than a few weeks. It is suscep-
tible to disinfectants, especially the quaternary 
ammonium compounds such as TH4 and Vir-
con. 

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 

Dr Ruan Bester
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Daniel Beitler

The opening of the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge and 
greater cooperation 

between the neighboring ci-
ties of Zhuhai and Macau will 
be key factors in driving the 
growth of the local meetings, 
incentives, conferences and 
events (MICE) sector, a lea-
ding local practitioner said 
on the sidelines of an indus-
try event last week.

Todd Cai, president of non- 
profit organization, Macau 
Meetings, Incentives and 
Special Events Association 
(MISE), which seeks to ma-
ture the local MICE sector, 
made the comments on the 
sidelines of an event at a new 
local venue at Fisherman’s 
Wharf by the waterside.

In Cai’s opinion, the key to 
the industry’s success will be 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau Bridge, set to commence 
general operations in the se-
cond quarter of this year.

“The Bridge will bring more 
international players to Ma-
cau, both industry players 
and consumers,” he said. 
“This, together with many 
new resorts [in the city], is 
making Macau an exciting 
destination for MICE.”

Cai said that although the 
government records the  

number of total visitors to 
Macau each month and year, 
there are almost no statistics 
that pertain to business visi-
tors, making it difficult to as-
certain the size of the market 
and whether it is growing.

He also noted that Macau 
still has a long way to go be-
fore it can be known across 
Asia as a ‘MICE destination’. 
However, Macau can offer 
more in terms of value than 
emerging rival jurisdictions 
in the Asia-Pacific region 
such as Japan and Vietnam.

“Vietnam is looking to bring 
more industry players, and 
Japan is developing its inte-
grated resorts, but the value 
[proposition] offered in Ma-
cau is still one of the best in 
Asian countries,” he said.

Another key will be greater 
cooperation with Zhuhai. 

“Macau and Zhuhai can be 
partners or competitors,” ad-
mitted Cai. “Of course, their 
industries can complement 
each other,” he added, in re-
ference to the beaches, space 

and theme park business in 
Zhuhai. But according to him, 
the extent of their coopera-
tion will depend on “ease of 
access” for visitors between 
the two municipalities.

“Some companies [running 
MICE events] have tried to 
get visa requirements eased 
[for their trip], but it is not 
always easy. This is a key 
factor if the two cities want 

to cooperate: ease of access. 
There must be some way to 
make this easier.”

MISE is a non-profit asso-
ciation that seeks to support 
Macau professionals working 
in the meetings, incentives 
and special events sector. For 
the last two years, its main 
objectives have been to gene-
rate business opportunities 
for its members, promote 
Macau as a MICE destina-
tion, attract events from the 
international arena to Macau 
and provide education and 
training to the industry.

In the third quarter of 2017, 
the latest quarter for which 
data is available, the number 
of participants at meetings 
and conferences increased by 
33.9 percent year-on-year to 
about 60,000, and the num-
ber of attendees at incen-
tives activities soared 220 
percent to 18,000. During 
the same time, the number 
of attendees at exhibitions 
dropped almost 13 percent to 
503,000.

Delta Bridge, Zhuhai cooperation 
key to MICE success, says expert

Todd Cai with the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge seen in the background
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Suspected arson at 
luxury condo in 
Fai Chi Kei
The Judiciary Police (PJ) are investigating a case 
of suspected arson that occurred on Saturday at 
the construction site of the luxury condominium 
Waterfront Duet in the Fai Chi Kei area, TDM 
Radio reported.  The PJ’s preliminary investigation 
uncovered suspicious materials on at least two of 
the building floors. On the 26th floor where the fire 
broke out was a box of glue used for fittings of piping 
systems and other highly flammable products. Door 
frames piled with glue casings were also found on 
the fifth floor. The fire was restricted to a small area 
and, according to the authorities, has not caused any 
major damage to the building nor any injuries to 
construction workers.   

Macau, Hebei discuss 
development of Xiong’an 
New Area
The governments of Macau and Hebei held talks last 
week regarding collaborative measures to develop 
the Xiong’an New Area – a designated economic 
zone in Hebei province – that will in turn contribute 
to the growth of the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region. 
The regional cooperation will also strengthen the 
city’s overall competiveness, said the Secretary for 
Economy and Finance, Lionel Leong.  According to 
the Government Information Bureau, the two parties 
discussed cooperation in fields such as investment, 
tourism and cultural affairs, as well as how to 
enhance ties between the people of Macau and Hebei. 
Hebei’s governor Xu Qin noted that the 2022 Winter 
Olympics will be held in Beijing and Hebei, and that 
he looked forward to strengthening Hebei-Macau ties 
in relation to tourism, cultural affairs and sports.

TrANSPorTATIoN 

North extension of Macau 
airport opens today
The north extension of the Ma-

cau International Airport (MIA) 
will open today. The total area of the 
extension is 14,000 square meters 
and the terminal capacity will increa-
se to 7.8 million passengers per year. 
The expansion includes an additio-
nal boarding bridge and four remote 
boarding gates.  

MIA said that it had undertaken se-
veral projects over 2017 to optimize 
processes at the new terminal and im-
prove boarding efficiency, including 
changing sun control window films 
in the departure lounge and installing 
additional counters at boarding gates, 
in order to increase the boarding effi-
ciency of the passengers. 

According to a press release issued 
by MIA, a new baggage handling sys-
tem in the arrival hall was also instal-
led. 

During the first five days of Chinese 
New Year, the airport estimates that 
the daily passenger volume will reach 
around 20,000, a 5 percent increase 
compared to normal weekdays. 

To ease peak season traffic, MIA will 
increase the number of open security 
check channels, which will be manned 
by 5 percent more security personnel 
than usual.  
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People pass by Wynn Las Vegas on the Vegas Strip

A session of the trial be-
tween Wynn Macau and 

former gaming executive Ro-
gelio Yusi Bangsil Jr was held 
in the Court of First Instance 
on Friday. During the procee-
dings, a witness from Wynn 
Macau’s legal department 
was called to testify. 

Bangsil is suing Wynn Ma-
cau for what he describes as 
the unlawful and “wrongful” 
disclosure of his personal data 
to authorities outside Macau, 
which subsequently tarnished 
his professional integrity and 
damaged his career.

Bangsil, a former executi-
ve at Philippine Amusement 
and Gaming Corporation (Pa-
gcor), a state-owned gaming 
company and casino regu-
lator, was named in a report 
commissioned by a U.S. law 
firm in 2011, regarding an im-
proper relationship between 
Japanese billionaire Kazuo 
Okada and gaming officials 
from the Philippines.

The turmoil surrou-
nding Wynn Resorts 

Ltd. in the wake of Steve 
Wynn’s resignation is 
unlikely to translate into 
a big acquisition, accor-
ding the chief executive 
officer of rival MGM Re-
sorts International.

“It’s a very large orga-
nization,” MGM’s Ja-
mes Murren said in an 
interview in Tokyo Fri-
day. “It would be diffi-
cult to believe some en-
tity is going to have the 
financial wherewithal to 
make a serious bid for 
them.”

With the ending of an 
era in the casino indus-
try after the resignation 
of Steve Wynn in the 
wake of sexual-miscon-
duct allegations, analys-
ts are speculating on 
Wynn Resorts’ future. 
While many have confi-
dence in new CEO Matt 
Maddox, the company 
with a market value 
of USD17 billion faces 

The report, produced under 
the leadership of former FBI 
director Louis Freeh, alle-
ged that Okada had made 
MOP880,000 worth of un-
lawful payments and gifts to 
some 17 people, including 
Bangsil and his wife, to curry 
favor with gaming regulators. 
The gifts reportedly included 
hotel stays in Macau and Las 
Vegas.

According to the witness, 
Okada had also invited the 17 
individuals, including Ban-
gsil’s boss, to Macau as his 
guests while he cultivated bu-
sinesses in the Philippines.  

However, Bangsil requested 
to conceal his boss’s identity 
upon their arrival at Wynn 
Macau. This drew the atten-
tion of Wynn Macau staff, 
who requested his boss’s 
identity in order to comply 
with Wynn guidelines. 

According to the witness, 
Wynn Macau is unable to en-
ter into benefit-related tran-

multiple challenges in-
cluding regulatory pro-
bes from Massachusetts 
to Macau, and possible 
takeover approaches.

Murren is in Japan to 
promote MGM’s inte-
rest in operating a casi-
no resort there. MGM 
competes with Wynn 
in the gambling hubs of 
Las Vegas and Macau, 
and both are also vying 
for a spot to operate ca-
sinos in Japan, which 

recently legalized casi-
nos.

“Everyone admires the 
assets of Wynn Resorts,” 
Murren said, as they are 
“very high quality” and 
the company’s manage-
ment is talented. Still, he 
doesn’t see a large priva-
te-equity-backed bid for 
the casino operator.

“I don’t think people 
are going to see the me-
gadeals,” he said. “Those 
days are over.” Bloomberg

sactions with officials under 
investigation, such as Bangsil 
and his boss.

During the trial, the witness 
said that Okada’s secretary 
had requested Wynn Macau 
to partially absorb some of 
the expenses of Bangsil, his 
boss and fellow guests while 
in Macau. However, Wynn 
Macau issued instructions 
banning staff from doing so. 

The witness claimed to be 
unaware of Wynn Macau dis-
closing the guests’ personal 
information to the U.S. law 
firm, and said he was shocked 
to learn about the existence of 
their report, which involved 
Bangsil. 

He admitted he “did not 
know where” the law firm ga-
thered the information from, 
and that it “did not share the 
plan” with Wynn Macau. The 
witness said that he and his 
colleagues “had no idea” that 
the information would be 
used outside Macau. JZ

BANgSIl vS WyNN

Witness in Macau 
trial was shocked by 
existence of report 

MGM’s CEO says Wynn 
resignation unlikely to 
result in megadeal

Steve Wynn surrenders control 
over ex-wife Elaine’s shares 
Christopher Palmeri

SteVe Wynn agreed to 
give up control over his 
ex-wife’s shares of Wynn 
Resorts Ltd., potentially 

ending their six-year legal battle 
days after he resigned from the 
casino company following accu-
sations of sexual harassment.

If a judge approves, Ste-

ve Wynn’s voting power will 
shrink to 11.8 percent of the 
shares, with Elaine Wynn able 
to determine what to do with 
her 9.4 percent stake. That may 
leave Wynn Resorts more vul-
nerable to activists or potential 
acquirers.

The company said in a filing 
Friday that Steve Wynn has no 
immediate plans to sell his sha-

res and would only do so in an 
orderly fashion in any case. At 
one point Wynn, 76, had cor-
ralled more than a third of the 
voting rights at the company, 
making an unfriendly takeover 
virtually impossible.

Elaine Wynn previously said 
she wanted the ability to sell 
her shares so she could focus on 
philanthropy. Her spokeswo-

man declined to comment Fri-
day.

The heart of the fight was 
an agreement between Steve 
Wynn, Elaine Wynn and Japa-
nese businessman Kazuo Oka-
da, a Wynn Resorts co-founder, 
that gave Steve control over the 
group’s shares. Steve Wynn 
had lost his previous casino 
company, Mirage Resorts, in a 

takeover by MGM Resorts In-
ternational and sought to lock 
up as much stock in his new 
company as possible.

The relationship between the 
three began to crumble in 2012, 
when Wynn Resorts sued Oka-
da and unilaterally bought back 
his shares after accusing the 
businessman of trying to bribe 
foreign casino officials. Okada 
tried to regain his stake and 
Elaine Wynn said she should no 
longer be bound by the agree-
ment.

The Okada suit is expected to 
go to trial in April.

Wynn, chairman and chief 
executive officer, resigned last 
week from Wynn Resorts in the 
wake of a Jan. 26 Wall Street 
Journal expose detailing sexual 
harassment allegations going 
back decades. Wynn Resorts 
said Friday an outside counsel 
was no longer investigating the 
claims, though a board commi-
ttee will continue working to 
ensure “the company employs 
best in class workplace practi-
ces.” Bloomberg

James Murren

 The company 
said in a filing 
Friday that 
Wynn has no 
immediate 
plans to sell his 
shares
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Young Macau resi-
dents buying their first 

homes can now take out 
bank loans equivalent to 
80 or 90 percent of the pro-
perties’ agreed-upon valua-
tion.

The revised mortgage-len-
ding rule is one of the new 
housing regulations which 
came into effect yesterday.

On Friday, a notice pub-
lished in the Official Gaze-
tte amended the existing 
urban and housing tax re-
gulations, as well as the re-
gulations governing  stamp 
duty tax for the purchase of 

A c o n s t r u c t i o n 
worker fell to his 

death on Friday mor-
ning when performing 
a routine check on a 
building at Avenida 
do Almirante Lacer-
da, the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL) infor-
med in a statement. 
According to a DSAL,  
“it is suspected that, at 
that moment [of the ac-
cident], the worker was 
carrying out surveillan-
ce works on the second 
floor […] when he rea-
ched the upper floor, 
the floor broke, leading 
the worker to fall from 
[a great] height.” 

The DSAL has orde-
red the suspension of 
all works at the site 
while it investigates the 
accident and ensures 
that the site is safe for 
other workers.

more than one residential 
property.

The two bills received se-
cond and final readings in 
the Legislative Assembly 
on February 6 and 7, res-
pectively.

Under the new rules, the 
status of rental properties 
as exemptions to the vacant 
residential property tax will 
be removed.

The new stamp duty tax 
rule – applicable on acqui-
sition of a second residen-
tial property – stipulates 
that homebuyers will be 
obliged to pay 5 percent of 

The bureau empha-
sized that contractors 
“should observe all the 
appropriate working 
procedures” while car-
rying out demolition 
works at great heights, 
hinting that the acci-
dent might have been 
caused by failure to 
comply with safety re-
gulations.

The DSAL expressed 
condolences to the vic-
tim’s family and said it 
will follow up on com-
pensation for the acci-
dent.

It reaffirmed its com-
mitment to raising 
awareness of occupa-
tional health and safety 
standards, and called 
on the construction 
sector to ensure that 
contractors provide 
employees with a safe 
working environment.

the property’s value on top 
of existing taxes. 

For the purchase of a third 
property and over, the ad-
ditional stamp duty will be 
10 percent of the property 
value.

According to Chief Execu-
tive Chui Sai On, the new 
rules aim to promote the 
healthy development of 
Macau’s property market.

Speaking to reporters last 
week, Chui urged members 
of the public to exercise 

care when buying property 
and consider whether they 
can afford the asking price.

In a statement by the Go-
vernment Information Bu-
reau, government officials 
reiterated that banks must 
follow risk management 
guidelines and carefully as-
sess prospective borrowers’ 
ability to repay loans. Each 
monthly repayment must 
be no greater than 50 per-
cent of a borrower’s mon-
thly income.

New housing tax rules take effect DSAL suspends 
construction after 
worker dies on-site

CrIME

Security situation stabilized in 
2017, says Wong Sio Chak 

Julie Zhu

SeCRetARy for Securi-
ty Wong Sio Chak said at a 

press conference last Friday that 
“Macau’s security situation in 
2017 remained, in general, stab-
le and favorable.”

“At the same time, the adjust-
ment of the gaming sector has 
not brought consequences re-
lated to Macau’s security situa-
tion,” he added.

During the conference, Wong 
reported some of Macau’s crime 
statistics in 2017. The Macau po-
lice force filed a total of 14,293 
criminal cases, 94 fewer than 
2016. Some 820 violent crime 
cases were registered, a drop of 
2.4 percent from last year due to 
fewer unlawful detentions (7.5 
percent down) and drug traffi-
cking cases (15.4 percent down). 

Some 1,061 illegal immigrants 
were listed in 2017, down 31.7 
percent year-on-year. Of those, 
821 were from mainland China 
and 224 were from Vietnam. 

Some 3,238 people overstayed 
their Individual Visit permits 
in Macau, while 22,166 people 
overstayed other mainland tra-
vel visas. About half of these 
were non-Chinese nationals. 

Incidences of arson and the 
transfer of fake bank notes both 
increased; the former jumped 
125 percent (54 cases in total) 
while the latter increased 7.6 
percent (299 cases in total).

Ten more robberies were re-
gistered, reaching 108 cases in 
total. 

Three homicides were recor-
ded.  

When asked about the number 
of people who were denied entry 
to Macau, Wong replied, “nor-
mally, we do not publish these 

statistics. This is a usual practice 
worldwide.”

According to Wong, Macau 
will deny entry to individuals 
who pose a threat to Macau’s se-
curity or internal stability.   

“Both types of entry ban are 
in accordance with the internal 
security law and other relevant 
laws,” explained Wong. 

The security authorities recei-

ved 716 submissions regarding 
the cybersecurity law during a 
previous public consultation pe-
riod. 

“We are carrying out an analy-
sis. After it is concluded, we will 
make public the related opi-
nions to the society. […] Hope-
fully, we can finish the related 
law in the first half of this year. 
Afterwards, we will try to pro-

mote legislative work during the 
second half,” said Wong. 

Some 1,847 gaming-related 
crime cases were recorded, four 
fewer than in 2016, while 448 
usury cases were also reported. 

“Most of the suspects and vic-
tims were not Macau residents,” 
revealed Wong. 

Four mainland residents died 
during unlawful detention in 

Macau, either by committing 
suicide or falling from buildings 
while trying to escape.   

In 2017, five WeChat-related 
gaming crimes were registered. 
In these cases, criminal groups 
used the social media platform 
WeChat to live-broadcast gam-
bling activities in Macau or 
the Philippines, with gamblers 
paying to join via WeChat Pay.

Wong Sio Chak (center)

clarification on new rules 
the MonetARy Authority of Macao (AMCM) and the 
Financial Services Bureau (DSF) jointly organized a session to 
clarify new measures approved by the Legislative Assembly, 
which aim to tighten regulations on the real estate market. 
During the session, the AMCM pointed out that it had sought 
opinions from diverse members of society, whose main wish is 
for the government to support property buyers who aspire to 
become homeowners even as they repay their mortgage loans..
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corporate bits
hk singer daniel chan launches 
world tour in macau

MGM held its annual “Spring 
Clean for Love” and “Haircut 
for Love” programs for more 
than 300 local senior citizens 
during the months of January 
and February.

The “Spring Clean for Love”, 
now in its seventh year, follows 

Hong Kong singer Daniel 
Chan kicked off his 2018 
world tour at the Venetian 
Macao on Saturday.

The concert’s theme was 

mgm hosts Volunteer programs for senior 
citizens

da Vida, a local senior citizen 
service center operated by Ca-
ritas Macau. 

The gaming operator said 
in a statement that it assisted 
more than 220 households at 
the Fai Chi Kei social housing 
unit to help senior citizens pre-
pare their homes for the New 
Year.

MGM also distributed 1,200 
tailor-made gifts sets to 13 lo-
cal community associations.

The fifth annual “Haircut for 
Love” was held on January 31 
and February 6. Eleven mem-
bers of MGM’s Volunteer Hair-
cut Team who had undergone a 
two-month training course pro-
vided complimentary haircu-
ts to 80 senior citizens at the 
Centro de Dia Brilho da Vida 
and Complexo de Apoio à Fa-
mília e de Serviço Co-munitário 
de Seac Pai Van da UGAMM.

ces incorporated ideas of re-
birth, love and joy, drawing 
on his experiences as a hus-
band and a father.

According to a statement 
from the Venetian Ma-
cao, Chan worked hard on 
the musical arrangements, 
stage design and overall 
styling to offer strong visual 
elements for the audience to 
enjoy.

 “I wanted to share the 
story and message behind 
each song to entertain and 
delight my fans, to demons-
trate how I’ve developed as 
a man and a musician and 
show how grateful I am for 
everyone’s support and love 
throughout my career,” said 
Chan.

Chan was joined on stage 
by Hong Kong actress and 
singer Miriam Yeung.

the Chinese tradition of spring 
cleaning before the New 
Year to symbolize new be-
ginnings. MGM staff cleaned 
the homes of senior citizens 
aged between 60 and 90 
years old who were members 
of the Centro de Dia Brilho 

“Planet XT”, inspired by the 
recent discovery of “Planet 
X” and Chan’s own initials, 
X.T. 

The singer’s performan-

U.s. buyout firms Bla-
ckstone Group LP and 

Cerberus Capital Mana-
gement are among funds 
considering bids to acquire 
Spanish casino and bingo- 
hall operator Cirsa Gaming 
Corp., according to people 
familiar with the matter.

Advent International and 
Apollo Global Management 
LLC are also weighing of-
fers for the business, the 
people said, asking not to 
be identified because the 
deliberations are private. 
Cirsa has also attracted in-
terest from other gaming 
companies, the people said. 
Owned by billionaire Ma-
nuel Lao Hernandez, it cou-
ld fetch an enterprise value 
of 2 billion euros (USD2.45 
billion) in a potential sale, 
they said.

Kana Nishizawa

AlibAbA Group 
Holding Ltd. plans to 

buy a 15 percent stake in a 
chain of Chinese home im-
provement and furniture 
stores as part of its pushing 
into “new retail,” the com-
pany said Sunday.

The e-commerce giant 
will invest about 5.45 
billion yuan (USD865 
million) in Beijing Easyho-
me Furnishing Chain Store 
Group Co., and support the 
digital transformation of 
its 223 stores by applying 
Alibaba’s expertise in cloud 
and logistics platforms, it 
said in an emailed state-
ment.

The deal adds to foun-

Non-binding bids for the 
business are due in the co-
ming weeks, the people 
said. Potential buyers have 
expressed concerns about 
the company’s exposure 
to Latin America as well as 
investing in the gambling 
industry, the people said.

Cirsa’s 450 million euros 
of bonds due May 2021 dro-
pped half a cent to 103 cents 
on the euro on Friday, the 

der  Jack Ma’s shopping 
spree in brick-and-mortar 
retailers that has shaken 
up supermarkets and de-
partment stores by linking 
Alibaba’s online business 
with physical stores - the 
premise of the “new retail” 
initiative.

While Alibaba earlier 
this month reported re-
venue that topped analyst 
estimates and raised its 
growth forecast, its shares 
tumbled after investments 
in brick-and-mortar assets 
and digital media squeezed 
profit margins in the De-
cember quarter. The com-
pany also said it will buy 
33 percent of Chinese pay-
ments giant Ant Financial. 
Bloomberg

lowest level since July 2016, 
according to data compiled 
by Bloomberg. 

Cirsa is working with fi-
nancial advisory firm La-
zard Ltd. on a review of 
options ranging from an 
outright sale to the sale of a 
minority stake or an initial 
public offering, people fa-
miliar with the matter have 
said.

A spokeswoman for Cir-

sa said the company is still 
evaluating all options and 
meeting with investment 
funds as part of the review, 
declining to provide further 
details.

Representatives for 
Apollo, Advent, Blackstone 
and Cerberus declined to 
comment.

Founded in 1978 and ba-
sed in the Catalan city of 
Terrassa, just outside of 
Barcelona, Cirsa is Spain’s 
biggest casino and bingo- 
hall operator, according to 
its website. It counts about 
134 casinos, more than 
41,500 recreational ma-
chines, 68 bingo halls, 171 
arcades, 2,000 sports bet-
ting outlets and more than 
3,000 lottery terminals in 
Spain, Italy and in Latin 
America. Bloomberg

gAMINg 

Blackstone, Cerberus are said 
among bidders for Spain Cirsa

Alibaba to invest 
USD865 million 
in China home 
improvement chain

Millennials’ spending weighed down 
by student debt, expert warns
Millennials’ spending 

habits have been dri-
ving business leaders 
crazy - but not be-

cause the youngest generation in 
the workforce is irresponsible with 
their cash.

On the contrary, millennials are 
turning out to be the most frugal 
demographic since the so-called 
Greatest Generation that came of 
age during the depression. That’s 
largely because of the huge stu-
dent-debt cloud that hangs over 
them, said Neely Tamminga, CEO 
of consumer-advisory firm Distill. 
Tamminga spoke this week at the 
Turnaround Management Asso-

ciation’s Las Vegas conference for 
investors in distressed assets.

College loans are the second-lar-
gest class of debt, Tamminga said, 
behind mortgages and ahead of 
credit card and auto loans. That’s 
one reason why a more optimistic 
retail outlook is still questionable, 
even after the best holiday season 
in more than a decade and strong 
employment and home values un-
derpin U.S. economic activity.

“The holiday was fantastic, but 
CEOs aren’t jumping up and 
down,” Tamminga said, noting 
that holiday sales have “no corre-
lation” with the following year’s 
performance.

Employers might want to think 
about using windfalls from the 
new tax cuts to help workers make 
student-loan payments, Tammin-
ga said. Such a measure could go 
further than an extra contribution 
to retirement plans and help redu-
ce high workplace turnover, she 
said.

At the end of the day, what retai-
lers could really use is something 
they’ll have trouble providing: less 
overall anxiety. Consumers spend 
when they’re sad or happy, but not 
angry or afraid, she said.

“We’ve been pretty angry and 
afraid in the past year,” Tamminga 
said. Bloomberg 
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In this Jan. 3, 2016, file photo, protesters try to stick up photos of missing booksellers, one of which shows Gui Minhai (left) 
during a protest in Hong Kong  

Shoppers walk on a pedestrian bridge in the Xidan shopping 
district in Beijing

Missing bookseller hits out at 
Sweden in arranged interview

Police: Man with knife kills 1, injures 12 at Beijing mall
A 35-year-old man with 

a personal grievance 
attacked 13 people with a 
knife in a busy shopping 
mall in Beijing yesterday, 
killing one, police said.

A woman died from her 
injuries after being sent to 
a hospital, the city’s Public 
Security Bureau said in a 
brief statement on its offi-
cial microblog page. The 12 
other victims in the attack 
suffered injuries that were 
not life-threatening, it said.

Police provided only the 
alleged assailant’s surna-
me, Zhu, and said he con-

fessed to the authorities 
that he carried out the at-
tack at Joy City, a mall in 
Beijing’s Xidan district, to 
“vent his personal discon-
tent.”

Video clips posted on 
Chinese social media si-
tes showed mall patrons 
fleeing from what was des-
cribed as a restaurant on 
the sixth story. One clip 
showed a man staggering 
out, apparently hurt from 
the attack, dripping blood 
on the floor as a security 
guard rushed to help him. 
Other clips showed people 

being rushed away on gur-
neys and a large number 
of uniformed police in the 
mall.

In one piece of footage 
that appeared to be sur-
veillance video of a restau-
rant, a man could be seen 
lunging at someone seated 
at a table with what seemed 
to be a knife. People scram-
bled to get away, flipping 
tables and pushing chairs 
at the man. The video cou-
ld not be independently 
verified.

Because Chinese law ti-
ghtly restricts the sale and 

possession of firearms, 
mass attacks are generally 
carried out with knives or 
homemade explosives.

Perpetrators of similar at-
tacks in the past have been 
described as mentally ill or 
bearing grudges against so-
ciety.

Many of those incidents 
have occurred at schools, 
dating back to a series of at-
tacks in 2010 in which near-
ly 20 children were killed, 
prompting a response from 
top government officials 
and leading many schools 
to beef up security. AP

Gerry Shih, Beijing 

A detained Swedish book-
seller at the center of an es-

calating row between Western 
governments and China has ac-
cused Sweden of using him as a 
“chess piece” in a media appea-
rance arranged by Chinese poli-
ce.

Gui Minhai, a Hong Kong-ba-
sed publisher who sold books of 
salacious gossip about Chinese 
leaders, told several outlets in-
cluding the South China Mor-
ning Post on Friday that he ne-
ver wanted to leave China and 
that Stockholm has been using 
his case to “create trouble” for 
China’s government.

The statement from Gui, who 
spoke in a detention facility 
flanked by police, was imme-
diately denounced by rights 
activists as coerced. In putting 
Gui before the press this week, 
Chinese state security appea-
red to be responding to Swe-
dish Foreign Minister Margot 
Wallstrom, who last week shar-
ply questioned the rule of law 
in China and blasted Beijing’s 
“brutal” treatment of Gui after 
weeks of relatively mild pleas 
for his release.

Gui was seized in January by 
10 plainclothes agents while 
traveling by train with Swedish 
diplomats. Sweden said its of-
ficials were taking him to seek 
medical treatment.

In a 20-minute appearance on 
Friday, Gui told reporters that 
officials in Sweden had “sensa-
tionalized” his case for political 
purposes ahead of this year’s ge-
neral election, according to the 
Post. The newspaper said it was 
approached by China’s Ministry 
of Public Security about an in-
terview on Wednesday — a day 
after Wallstrom’s statement — 
and it agreed to take part, pro-
vided that it could ask any ques-
tions it wanted.

“Looking back, I might have 
become Sweden’s chess piece. I 
broke the law again under their 
instigation,” Gui was quoted by 
the Post as saying. “My won-
derful life has been ruined and 
I would never trust the Swedish 
ever again.”

The Swedish foreign ministry 
said in an email that “Sweden 
has acted strictly in accordance 
with basic international rules on 
consular support.”

“We continue to demand that 
our citizen be given the oppor-
tunity to meet with Swedish di-
plomatic and medical staff, and 
that he be released so that he 
can be reunited with his daugh-
ter and family,” it said.

Patric Nilsson, a foreign mi-
nistry spokesman, told Swedish 
media on Friday that Gui’s com-
ments would not sway Sweden’s 
calls for his release, which have 
been echoed by Germany, the 
European Union and the United 
States.

“We have a clear demand that 
he be set free, so that he can 
meet his family,” Nilsson told 
the TT news agency. “Those de-
mands remain.”

Police in the eastern Chinese 
city of Ningbo, where Gui was 
released into house arrest in Oc-
tober, did not respond to a fax 
seeking comment. But earlier in 
the week, China’s foreign minis-
try heavily criticized Sweden for 
advocating on Gui’s behalf and 
warned against efforts to inter-
fere in Chinese judicial matters.

It is not the first time Gui, 53, 
has been detained by Chinese 
authorities, nor is it his first in-
terview conducted in Chinese 
captivity.

He was believed to have been 
abducted by Chinese agents for 
the first time in 2015 from his 
seaside home in Thailand. At 
the time, speculation swirled in 
publishing circles that Gui was 
on the verge of releasing a new 
book about the personal lives of 

top Chinese leaders, explaining 
the all-out efforts to silence him.

Several of Gui’s colleagues 
from his Hong Kong publishing 
house also went missing in quick 
succession, sparking street pro-
tests in Hong Kong against what 
was widely viewed to be efforts 
by mainland security forces to 
snuff out independent voices in 
the semi-autonomous city.

Gui was released into house 
arrest after Chinese authorities 
said he turned himself in over a 
hit-and-run accident allegedly 
committed years before. Gui’s 
overseas friends and family, in-
cluding his daughter Angela, say 
that the charges were bogus and 
that Gui was keen to leave China 
for Europe.

But in his interview Friday, 
Gui told reporters he was in fact 
living happily in Ningbo and 
playing mahjong with his mo-
ther several months ago when 
Swedish officials exaggerated 
the diagnosis of a muscular ail-

ment and convinced him that he 
should return to Sweden as soon 
as possible to seek treatment for 
a severe neurological disease.

He eventually “fell for it,” he 
explained, while adding that 
he was not allowed to leave the 
country because he was still un-
der investigation for conducting 
illegal business.

“I have seen through the Swe-
dish government,” he said. “I 
may consider giving up my Swe-
dish citizenship.”

Gui’s case has deeply frustra-
ted Western governments who 
say they had assurances early 
this year from China’s foreign 
ministry that Gui’s liberty had 
been restored and that Gui’s 
seizure in January in full view of 
Swedish consular officials came 
as a shock.

Although Chinese authorities 
have long pressed dissidents for 
confessions, Gui’s latest inter-
view adds to a growing pattern 
in recent years of the govern-
ment using high-profile political 
detainees and state-controlled 
or sympathetic press to directly 
rebut criticism. In some instan-
ces, detainees, including a Swe-
dish human rights activist and 
one of Gui’s colleagues, have 
recanted their jailhouse confes-
sions aired by the state broad-
caster CCTV as soon as they left 
China.

Gui previously issued a televi-
sed confession while in deten-
tion in 2016, telling CCTV that 
he was being legally held for his 
traffic violation and was “willing 
to accept any punishment.”

“In yet another embarras-
sing move, #China is forcing 
Swedish citizen #GuiMinhai to 
‘confess’ and make public state-
ments,” Mans Molander, Swe-
den and Denmark director of 
Human Rights Watch, said on 
Twitter Friday. “We have seen it 
before.” AP

 gui spoke 
in a detention 
facility flanked 
by police
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The 
scene of 
a double-
decker bus 
crash in a 
Hong Kong 
suburb on 
Saturday 
evening

Rurik Jutting

HK sees deadliest bus crash in 15 years

Court rejects UK banker’s double murder appeal
Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

A Hong Kong court on 
Friday rejected a Bri-

tish banker’s appeal of his 
conviction in the grueso-
me murders of two Indo-
nesian women.

Three Court of Appeal 
judges said in their deci-
sion that Rurik Jutting’s 
appeal had no merit.

Jutting is serving a life 
sentence for the 2014 
killings of the two women 
in a case that shocked the 
Asian financial capital, 

which has a reputation for 
being safe.

A jury found Cambridge 

University-educated Jut-
ting guilty at his 2016 trial 
of the brutal killings of 

Seneng Mujiasih, 26, and 
Sumarti Ningsih, 23.

Jutting’s legal team fai-
led to convince the court 
that the trial judge gave 
incorrect instructions to 
the nine-person jury on 
reaching a verdict.

The former Bank of 
America employee spent 
days torturing one of the 
victims while on a cocai-
ne-fueled binge before 
stuffing her body into a 
suitcase left on his apart-
ment balcony.

Jutting didn’t deny the 

killings but had sought 
to plead guilty to mans-
laughter, which the court 
rejected. His defense ar-
gued that he was under 
diminished responsibili-
ty.

His appeal lawyers said 
the trial judge made an er-
ror in his directions to ju-
rors on assessing Jutting’s 
psychiatric disorders and 
whether they constituted 
a mental abnormality.

Under Hong Kong law, 
an “abnormality of mind” 
that substantially impairs 

mental responsibility 
can be used as a defense 
against a murder convic-
tion.

“We are satisfied that 
the judge’s directions cor-
rectly applied the law to 
the evidence adduced at 
trial,” the ruling said .

Jutting’s appeal lawyers 
also said the trial judge 
was also wrong to advise 
jurors they should come 
up with the same verdict 
for both counts, despite 
the different circumstan-
ces of the two deaths. AP

SAtuRdAy evening’s 
fatal bus crash is Hong 
Kong’s worst such inci-
dent in 15 years, killing 

at least 19 people and injuring 
65. The KMB (Kowloon Motor 
Bus Company) double-decker 
bus lost control and flipped onto 
its side en route from Sha Tin 
Racecourse to Tai Po Center, 
killing 14 men and four women 
at the scene. Another man died 
in hospital early yesterday mor-
ning, bringing the death toll to 
19.

Nine people are still in critical 
condition, while 11 are in se-
rious condition.

The Fire Services Department 
said it took firefighters 85 mi-
nutes to rescue all of the pas-
sengers trapped inside the bus. 

Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
announced at a press confe-
rence yesterday that the fami-
lies of the bereaved will receive 
HKD300,000. She promised to 
start looking for a judge to head 
an investigation.

The injured parties will recei-
ve between HKD150,000 and 
HKD250,000 depending on the 
severity of their injuries, funded 
by donations from several orga-
nizations.

“I would like to see this inde-
pendent review be conducted 
and completed as soon as pos-
sible so that, if need be, the im-
provement measures could be 
put in place as early as possib-
le,” said Lam, as cited in RTHK. 
“But at this point in time, I’m 
afraid I cannot give you a very 

definite timetable, because we 
need to identify this judge and 
perhaps with or without ano-
ther expert or person to assist 
the judge,” she added.

The driver, a 30-year old part-
time employee, has been arres-
ted for dangerous driving cau-
sing death and grievous bodily 
harm.

KMB has expressed its regret 
over the accident and annou-
nced that it will form an inves-
tigation committee led by its 
independent non-executive di-
rectors.

The bus company added that 
it will give HKD80,000 to each 
affected family and assist them 
in claiming insurance.

The Chinese central govern-
ment also expressed its con-

dolences to the families of the 
bereaved through a letter to the 
Hong Kong and Macau Affairs 
Office of the State Council.

“We feel deep grief over the se-
vere traffic accident,” the letter 
read.

“We noticed that the Hong 

Kong Special Administrative 
Region government has adop-
ted emergency measures to res-
cue those injured with all avai-
lable resources and deal with 
relevant issues.”

A survivor told South Chi-
na Morning Post that the bus 
appeared to be going as fast 
as 80 to 100km/h on Tai Po 
Road, which has a speed limit of 
70km/h.

He believed that some pas-
sengers might have lived if they 
had only fallen on the shattered 
glass.

“But the bus was skidding,” 
he said, recalling an image of a 
woman whose neck was twisted. 
“People have already lost their 
lives. Money won’t make a dif-
ference.”  

 
People have 
already lost 
their lives. 
Money won’t 
make a 
difference.
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Militant Muhammad Syarif Tarabubun (right) who was sentenced to 15 years for his 
role in a karaoke club attack that killed two Christians in Maluku islands

Sam Sokha, who threw a shoe at a billboard depicting Cambodian 
Prime Minister Hun Sen

Study: Extremists still flourishing 
in Indonesia’s prisons

CAMBoDIA 

Shoe-thrower arrested after Thailand deports her
A woman who threw a 

shoe at a billboard de-
picting Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen has been 
arrested after she was repa-
triated from Thailand, whe-
re the U.N. refugee agency 
reportedly had formally 
recognized her as a refugee.

Human Rights Watch cal-
led on the Cambodian go-
vernment to immediately 
release labor activist Sam 
Sokha and criticized Thai 
authorities for sending her 
back against her will.

The New York-based 
group said her forced repa-
triation violated the custo-
mary principle of interna-
tional law that “prohibits 
the return of anyone to a 
place where they would face 
the threat of persecution, 
torture, or other serious hu-
man rights violations.”

Kampong Speu provincial 
police Gen. Sam Samoun 
said Sam Sokha was retur-
ned to Cambodia on Thur-
sday and was being sent to 
his province on Friday to 
begin serving a two-year 
prison sentence. He said 
she was arrested by Thai 
authorities after a request 
from the Cambodian go-
vernment. Human Rights 
Watch said she was detai-
ned in Thailand on Jan. 5.

Sam Samoun said the 
provincial court convicted 
Sam Sokha in absentia on 
Jan. 25 of “insult of a public 
official” and “incitement to 
discriminate.”

A 13-second video clip 
that circulated on the inter-
net last April showed Sam 
Sokha looking at a roadsi-
de ruling party billboard, 
then throwing one shoe at 

the image of Hun Sen and a 
second shoe at an image of 
one of his party colleagues. 
“This man even came here 
to destroy the nation,” Sam 
Sokha can be heard saying 
in the video.

“People have every right 
to criticize, insult, and sa-
tirize their government or 
political leaders without 
fear of retribution,” Chak 
Sopheap, executive di-
rector of the Cambodian 
Center for Human Rights, 
said last April. “It is unac-
ceptable and unlawful for 
state authorities to sub-
ject individuals to judicial 
harassment and potential 
criminal charges simply for 
expressing their negative 
opinion of those in power.”

Hun Sen’s Cambodian 
People’s Party stepped up 
prosecutions of critics and 

political opponents ahead 
of nationwide local elec-
tions last year and a general 
election next year. Media 
outlets seen as critical of 
the government were for-
ced to shut down.

Hun Sen has been in 
power for three decades, 
and while maintaining a 
framework of democracy, 
tolerates little opposition. 
But his grip seemed shaken 
in 2013’s general election, 
when the opposition Cam-
bodia National Rescue 
Party mounted a strong 
challenge, winning 55 sea-
ts in the National Assem-
bly and leaving Hun Sen’s 
party with 68. Cambodian 
courts, which are generally 
seen as acting under the in-
fluence of the government, 
dissolved the opposition 
party last November, de-

priving it of all its seats in 
parliament.

“Thailand was fully aware 
of Sam Sokha’s status as a 
refugee, yet still returned 
her to Cambodia, where 
she is likely to face a prison 
term for expressing her po-
litical views,” Brad Adams, 
Asia director at Human Ri-

ghts Watch, said in a state-
ment. “It’s sad but not sur-
prising that a military junta 
would do a favor for a nei-
ghboring dictator, but they 
should not cement their 
friendship at the expense 
of a refugee.” Thailand has 
been under military rule 
since 2014. AP

Niniek Karmini, Jakarta

IndonesiA’s overcrowded 
prisons are ill-equipped to deal 

with Islamic militant inmates, 
hampering efforts to prevent the 
spread of violent radicalism in 
institutions that have become 
known as jihadist breeding grou-
nds, a study has found.

The research by University of 
Indonesia psychologists, which 
adds to years of warnings by ex-
perts, found that prison staff lack 
the ability to identify “high-risk” 
prisoners who could recruit other 
inmates because they’re given li-
mited information and little spe-
cialist training.

Indonesia, the world’s most po-
pulous Muslim-majority nation, 
has arrested and imprisoned 
hundreds of Islamic militants in 
a crackdown that followed an at-
tack on the island of Bali in 2002. 
Yet many remained committed to 
violent extremism — both during 
and after their incarceration — 
and used their time in prison to 
radicalize others, who went on to 
commit acts of violence.

The eight-month study at the 
four largest Indonesian prisons 
found staff who have close con-
tact with inmates don’t know how 
to limit the influence of hard- 
line ideologues or identify the less 
ideologically committed who cou-
ld be disentangled with simple 
interventions, said Faisal Magrie, 
coordinator of the research, whi-
ch was released Thursday.

The problems in the prison sys-
tem are often defeating efforts 
to turn convicted militants away 
from radicalism, he said.

The challenges are exacerbated 
by poor coordination among go-
vernment agencies and non-go-
vernment organizations, which 
leads to duplicated efforts and 
unclear de-radicalization pro-
grams, Magrie said.

“As a result, inmates are confu-
sed by the program, bored, and 
eventually refuse to participate,” 
he said.

Irfan Idris, director of de-radica-
lization at the National Counter-
Terrorism Agency, said the radi-
calization of ordinary criminals 
by militants who support the Is-
lamic State group continues to be 
a nightmare for police and prison 
officials.

He said at least 18 former pri-
soners have been involved in ex-
tremist cases in Indonesia since 
2010, and most were radicalized 
in prison.

Efforts have since been made to 
isolate high-profile militant lea-
ders to prevent the spread of vio-
lent ideology.

Two such ideologues in prison 
are Abu Bakar Bashir, the spiri-
tual leader of the Southeast Asian 
radical network Jemaah Isla-
miyah, and Aman Abdurrahman, 
the main Indonesian translator 
for IS propaganda and the lea-
der of Jemaah Anshorut Daulah, 
a network of almost two dozen 
Indonesian extremist groups for-
med in 2015.

Both Bashir and Aman have 
followings in and out of prison. 
Aman inspired those who staged 
a 2016 attack in Jakarta that left 
eight people dead, including the 
four perpetrators. After that at-
tack, the two were isolated from 
other prisoners and visitors were 
restricted.

Yudi Zulfahri, a graduate of 
Indonesia’s civil service training 
college who later became radica-
lized in an Islamic study group, 
said he was talked out of radica-
lism by convicted Bali bomber 
Ali Imron, who cooperated with 
police and recanted his extremist 
beliefs.

“Imron opened my eyes and 
my heart to the truth of Islam 
and what we did in the past is 
wrong,” said Zulfahri, who spent 
five years in prison for atten-
ding a jihadist training camp in 
Aceh. “De-radicalization would 
be more effective if done by the 
former radical himself.”

In prison Zulfahri said he wit-
nessed how easy it was for crimi-
nals to be radicalized but added 
it could be easily prevented by 
separating militant prisoners 
from the general prison popula-
tion.

Overpopulated prisons are the 
main reason de-radicalization ef-
forts are struggling, said Bahrul 

Wijaksana, a senior program 
manager of Search for Common 
Ground, a non-government or-
ganization based in Washington 
that works with Indonesia’s Di-
rectorate-General of Corrections.

Currently, he said, the 477 pri-
sons in Indonesia, which were 
built to accommodate 115,000 
inmates, are holding about 
254,000 prisoners. In big cities, 
prisons are four to five times 
overcapacity. Jakarta’s Cipinang 
Prison, built to hold 900 inma-
tes, has nearly 4,000 prisoners.

Meanwhile, at current staffing 
levels in prison, there is one offi-
cer for every 55 inmates, making 
it difficult if not impossible to 
closely monitor all prisoner ac-
tivities.

“The deradicalization program 
is not going to be effective unless 
some of these issues are addres-
sed,” said Wijaksana.

Zainal Arifin, an official at the 
Justice and Human Rights Mi-
nistry, said a “grand design” for 
handling high-risk inmates is 
being implemented.

A “one man one cell” prison, 
located in the Nusa Kambangan 
area, is under construction and 
will be able to hold 124 convicted 
militants when completed this 
year, he said.

Arifin said the ministry is asses-
sing 276 militant inmates scatte-
red across 108 prisons to decide 
which should be separated from 
the general prison population.

“Deradicalization is a big job 
and we cannot work alone,” Ari-
fin said.

The effort even needs to include 
the public, he said, because re-
leased militants are known to re-
turn to jihadist networks becau-
se they’re often ostracized and 
unable to find work after release.

“People are urged not to ex-
clude those who are released to 
prevent them from returning to 
their old habits,” he said. AP

 The 477 
prisons in 
Indonesia, which 
were built to 
accommodate 
115,000 inmates, 
are holding 
about 254,000 
prisoners
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PeACe on the Korean 
Peninsula. After decades 
of bloodshed and strife, 
including a runup to the 

Olympic Games that saw the ri-
val Koreas lurching toward war 
amid a near-constant barrage of 
North Korean missile and nuke 
tests, it’s such a ludicrous con-
cept at first glance that many re-
fuse to even consider it.

Not South Korea’s liberal pre-
sident, Moon Jae-in, a true be-
liever in the power of Koreans 
talking to Koreans when it comes 
to solving the woes that have be-
set the Korean Peninsula since it 
was divided in 1945.

Moon has always harbored 
dreams of rapprochement, even 
as the missiles flew during his 
first months in office and he was 
forced to take a hard line during 
a deepening standoff featuring 
the South, his American ally and 
his northern neighbors.

Now, with an invitation to meet 
the North’s dictator in Pyon-
gyang, personally delivered on 
the sidelines of the Pyeongchang 
Olympics by that dictator’s sister 
during the first-ever peacetime 
visit to the South by a member of 
the North Korean ruling family, 
Moon may be on the brink of a 
legacy-defining moment. If he’s 
not actually forging peace, he’s at 
least putting himself in a position 
to make a serious assault on the 
notion.

“Dizzying” is how one South 
Korean newspaper described the 
diplomatic typhoon swirling over 
the Korean Peninsula, with all 
the big players seemingly wan-
ting different things and Moon, 
at times, the only calm in the 
storm.

The son of North Korean refu-
gees and a leading advocate of 
a previous liberal government’s 
“Sunshine Policy” of engagement 
with the North, Moon has spent 
his career — a lifetime, really 
—  waiting for this chance. The 
question now is whether he can 
persuade the North Koreans, his 
own people and Washington to 
back his play. Of the three, the 
North Koreans might be the ea-
siest sell.

Moon has not yet formally ac-
cepted the invite, and Washing-
ton would probably rather he not 
visit Pyongyang until the North 
puts its nukes on the negotia-
ting table. Many South Koreans, 
meanwhile, who have been 
threatened with war for decades 
and saw 50 of their citizens killed 
in attacks blamed on North Ko-
rea in 2010, will be deeply wary 
of any deal that does not provide 
real security.

Moon knows the risks. He has 
taken a cautious approach to the 
invitation thus far, but the rivals’ 
lightning-quick swing from an-
tagonism to seeming affection 
could be a chance too tempting 
to pass up.

The first liberal president in 
a decade, Moon has repeatedly 
said since his election in May 
that he’d be willing to visit Pyon-
gyang and meet with Kim Jong 

Un if that would help solve the 
North’s headlong pursuit of a nu-
clear arsenal that can target the 
U.S. mainland.

It’s difficult to find an exact his-
torical comparison to Moon’s si-
tuation outside of Korea. It’s not 
Nixon’s stunning visit to China; 
it’s not Reagan urging the Sovie-
ts to tear down the Berlin Wall. 
Perhaps the best comparison is 
to the man who Moon has called 
his “destiny,” and whose North 
Korean policy Moon is forever 
linked to: The late liberal presi-
dent, Roh Moo-hyun.

Moon was raised in poverty in 
Busan by North Korean parents 
who’d fled during the war. He 
was imprisoned as a young man 
for working to topple South Ko-
rea’s military rulers and forced 
into the elite special forces as 

punishment. Stopped from be-
coming a judge because of his 
student activism, he became a 
human rights lawyer at a time 
where that work held real risk.

His boss was Roh Moo-hyun.
When Roh became president in 

2003, Moon’s influence with his 
mentor got him the nicknames 
“King Secretary” and “Roh Moo- 
hyun’s shadow.”

Moon helped Roh on the 
“Sunshine Policy” begun by the 
country’s first liberal president, 
Kim Dae-jung, the Nobel Pea-
ce laureate and former political 
prisoner, in the late 1990s. Roh 
continued the efforts, which saw 
North and South Korea pursue 
now-stalled economic coopera-
tion projects and reunions of fa-
milies separated since the 1950-
53 Korean War, which ended 
with an armistice, not a peace 
treaty.

Moon oversaw Seoul’s prepara-
tions for the 2007 inter-Korean 
summit talks, only the second-e-
ver such leadership confab, be-
tween Roh and Kim Jong Il, the 
late father of Kim Jong Un.

A decade of conservative rule, 
beginning in 2008, overturned 
the policy. Now Moon, while not 
lobbying for its return, clearly 
wants to engage the North.

Among the hurdles to a deal 
in 2018 is the North’s stead-
fast claim that it is an alrea-
dy-established nuclear power 
and that its bombs are not 

open for negotiation.
Moon’s defenders point out that 

he has, for the most part, fallen 
in line with the international ef-
fort, led by Washington, to isola-
te and sanction the North for its 
ICBM launches and nuclear test 
over the last year. Many think 
he’ll take a cautious approach if a 
summit comes off, given the nu-
clear threat.

Moon has benefited from the 
rock star-like reception that Kim 
Jong Un’s sister, Kim Yo Jong, 
has received here. Her picture, 
often with a bemused half-smile, 
has been splashed across news-
papers. Seemingly every aspect 
of her appearance and demeanor 

has been examined with micros-
copic detail on TV.

Her visit may “open the gates 
wide” for talks between the Ko-
reas and contribute to regional 
peace, according to an editorial 
in the liberal Kyunghyang Sin-
mun newspaper.

The conservative Dong-A Ilbo 
warned that South Korea may 
lose the trust of the United States 
and Japan as it courts North Ko-
rea for talks, and that the North, 
knowing that Seoul and Washin-
gton plan to resume war games 
in March, “may deploy a strategy 
of using the Moon Jae-in govern-
ment as a shield from the United 
States.”

“The current state of the Ko-
rean Peninsula is so dizzying be-
cause South Korea, North Korea 
and the United States are each 
thinking too differently,” the 
newspaper said.

It seems likely that those twin 
possibilities — the political 
opportunity of a lifetime coupled 
with intense distrust of North 
Korean intentions — played in 
Moon’s mind when he raised a 
toast at a lunch Saturday with 
Kim Yo Jong.

“The occasion today is watched 
closely by the world, and there’s 
a lot of hope placed on the South 
and North,” he said. “I feel that 
weight on my shoulders.”

By the beaming smile Moon 
gave his rival’s sister, you could 
hardly tell. AP

 
The occasion 
today is 
watched 
closely by the 
world, and 
there’s a lot of 
hope placed on 
the South and 
North.

MooN JAE-IN

 The first liberal 
president in a 
decade, Moon 
has repeatedly 
said since his 
election in May 
that he’d be 
willing to visit 
Pyongyang

ANAlySIS 

South Korea’s Moon may be on 
brink of legacy-defining moment

Kim Yo Jong (right), sister of Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s nominal head of state Kim Yong Nam (second right), Thomas Bach and South Korean President Moon Jae-in (left)



12.02.2018 mon

WORLD 分析 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo14
 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Israeli PM: Airstrikes dealt 
‘severe blows’ to Iran, Syria

US

Autopsy gives no insight on motive in Vegas mass shooting
The much anticipa-

ted autopsy report on 
Las Vegas gunman Ste-
phen Paddock did nothing 
to help explain why he 
carried out the deadliest 
shooting in modern U.S. 
history — his body didn’t 
hold diseases or drugs or 
other substances that cou-
ld have caused aggressive 
behavior. In fact, it showed 
he was a sober, healthy 
64-year-old.

The report — released 
Friday in response to a 
lawsuit by The Associated 
Press and the Las Vegas 
Review-Journal — showed 
gunman Stephen Paddock 
had anti-anxiety drugs in 
his system but was not un-
der the influence of them.

Paddock unleashed a 
barrage of bullets from his 
high-rise hotel suite into a 
crowd at a country music 
festival below, killing 58 
people and injuring more 

than 800 others on Oct. 
1. He fatally shot himself 
before officers stormed his 
hotel suite after the mass 
shooting.

The autopsy showed the 
1.8 meters Paddock was 
slightly overweight at 102 
kilograms, had high blood 
pressure and bad teeth. But 
there was nothing unusual 
in his physical condition, 
even after a microscopic 
brain examination conduc-
ted by experts at Stanford 
University. His cremated 
remains were released to 
his brother in January.

Earlier Friday, Clark 
County District Judge 
Richard Scotti issued an 
unusual order to The AP 
and Review-Journal that 
an autopsy report about 
an off-duty police officer 
killed in the mass shoo-
ting, which was released 
by another judge last week, 
must be returned. The AP 

and Review-Journal are 
appealing.

The motivation for the 
shooting has been a mys-
tery since Paddock opened 
fire from the 32nd floor 
of the Mandalay Bay casi-
no-hotel, despite intensive 
investigation by local poli-
ce and federal authorities.

A preliminary report re-
leased last month by Las 
Vegas police said the high- 
stakes gambler had been 
on a losing streak, was 
obsessed with cleanliness, 
possibly bipolar and was 
having difficulties with his 
live-in girlfriend.

Investigators believe Pa-
ddock acted alone and he 
did not leave a suicide note 
or manifesto before he was 
found dead in the room. 
Police found 23 rifles and a 
handgun in his hotel suite 
and more than a dozen of 
the rifles were fitted with 
“bump stock” devices that 

allowed rapid-fire shooting 
similar to fully automatic 
weapons.

His live-in girlfriend, Ma-
rilou Danley, told investi-
gators that Paddock had 
become “distant” in the 
year before the shooting 
and their relationship was 
no longer intimate, accor-
ding to the preliminary 
report released in January.

Danley had described 
him as germophobic and 
told investigators he had 
reacted strongly to smells. 
Paddock told his friends 
and relatives that he always 
felt ill, in pain and fatigued, 
the report said.

His doctor suspected he 
may have had bipolar di-
sorder but Paddock had 
refused to discuss that 
possibility, he doctor told 
police. The doctor offered 
him antidepressants but 
Paddock would only accept 
a prescription for anxiety 

medication. Paddock was 
fearful of medication and 
often refused to take it, the 
doctor told investigators.

In addition to ordering 
The AP and Review-Jour-
nal to return copies of Of-
ficer Charleston Hartfield’s 
autopsy on Friday, the ju-
dge also barred the media 
organizations from further 
reporting on the autopsy’s 
details.

The AP was filing an im-
mediate appeal with the 

Nevada Supreme Court, 
said Brian Barrett, the 
news cooperative’s assis-
tant general counsel.

The autopsy record was 
one of 58 that another 
judge ordered the Clark 
County coroner’s office 
to release last week to the 
two news organizations. 
The redacted documents 
had case numbers, names, 
ages, hometowns and ra-
cial characteristics of vic-
tims blacked out. AP

Aron Heller, Jerusalem 

IsRAel’s prime minister said 
yesterday his country delivered 

“severe blows” to Iranian and 
Syrian forces and vowed to take 
further action against its adver-
saries following the most serious 
Israeli engagement in Syria since 
the war there erupted almost se-
ven years ago.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s tough 
words to his Cabinet came a day 
after Israel carried out a wave of 
airstrikes in Syria. Israel ordered 
the airstrikes after it intercepted 
an Iranian drone that had infil-
trated its airspace, and an Israeli 
F-16 was downed upon its return 
from Syria

“Yesterday we dealt severe 
blows to the Iranian and Syrian 
forces,” Netanyahu said. “We 
made it unequivocally clear to 
everyone that our rules of action 
have not changed one bit. We 
will continue to strike at every 
attempt to strike at us. This has 
been our policy and it will remain 
our policy.”

Israel has tried to stay on the 
sidelines since civil war broke 
out in neighboring Syria in 2011, 
though it has periodically carried 
out airstrikes against suspected 
weapons shipments believed 
to be headed for Lebanese He-
zbollah, the Iranian and Syrian- 
allied militant group. But as the 
Syrian war winds down, Israeli 
officials have voiced increasing 
alarm that Iran and its Shiite 
allies are establishing a perma-
nent presence in Syria that could 
turn its aim toward Israel.

Israeli leaders said the airs-
trikes had sent a clear message 
to Iran.

“We do not just talk, we act,” 
said Cabinet Minister Yoav Ga-

lant, a former Israeli deputy 
chief of staff and member of Ne-
tanyahu’s Security Cabinet.

“I think that also the Syrians 
now understand well that the fact 
that they are hosting the Iranians 
on Syrian soil harms them,” he 
told The Associated Press.

Saturday’s airstrikes marked 
the toughest Israeli aerial assault 
in Syria in decades.

The Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, which monitors the 
war in Syria through a network 
of activists on the ground, said 
yesterday that at least six Syrian 
troops and allied militiamen 
were killed in the airstrikes. The 
six included Syrian and non- 
Syrian allied troops, the Britain- 
based Observatory said.

“They, and we, know what we 
hit and it will take them some 
time for them to digest, unders-
tand and ask how Israel knew 

how to hit those sites,” Israel’s 
Intelligence Minister Israel Katz 
told the Army Radio station. 
“These were concealed sites and 
we have intelligence agencies 
and the ability to know every-
thing that is going on there and 
yesterday we proved that.”

In Saturday’s attacks, the Israe-
li jets came under heavy Syrian 
anti-aircraft fire and the pilots of 
one of the F-16s had to eject befo-
re the plane crashed in northern 
Israel. One pilot was seriously 
wounded and the other one li-
ghtly.

Israel would not confirm whe-
ther its aircraft was shot down 
by enemy fire, which would mark 
the first such instance for Israel 
since 1982, when it was fighting a 
war in neighboring Lebanon.

Israel has recently issued se-
veral stern warnings about the 
increased Iranian involvement 

along its borders with Syria and 
Lebanon.

Israel fears Iran could use 
Syrian territory to stage attacks or 
create a land corridor from Iran 
to Lebanon that could allow it to 
transfer weapons more easily to 
Hezbollah — a powerful Iran-ba-
cked Shiite militant group sworn 
to Israel’s destruction.

Though Israel has largely 
stayed out of the Syrian conflict, 
it has struck weapons convoys 
destined for Hezbollah dozens of 
times since 2012.

Israel has also shot down seve-
ral drones that previously tried to 
infiltrate its territory from Syria, 
but the capture of an Iranian dro-
ne and the direct targeting of Ira-
nian sites in response marked a 
dramatic escalation in the Israeli 
retaliation.

Israel has long complained 
about the involvement of arche-

nemy Iran, and Iranian proxy 
Hezbollah, in the Syria war. Both 
have sent forces to back Assad, 
who appears headed toward vic-
tory. Israel has said it will not 
accept a permanent military pre-
sence by Iran and its Shiite allies 
in Syria, especially near the Is-
raeli border.

Netanyahu has held several 
consultations with Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin, who has 
also sent forces to back Assad. 
Following the Israeli strikes, the 
two spoke again on Saturday, 
with Netanyahu conveying Is-
rael’s determination to counter 
Iran’s intentions.

Still, Russia’s foreign ministry 
appeared to criticize Israel’s ac-
tions by calling for restraint and 
respecting Syria’s sovereignty.

“It is absolutely unacceptable 
to create threats to the lives and 
security of Russian servicemen 
who are in Syria at the invitation 
of its legitimate government,” it 
said.

The United States, on the other 
hand, strongly backed Israel.

Heather Nauert, the State De-
partment spokeswoman, said 
Iranian actions across the region 
were putting the entire Middle 
East at risk.

“The U.S. continues to push 
back on the totality of Iran’s ma-
lign activities in the region and 
calls for an end to Iranian beha-
vior that threatens peace and sta-
bility,” she said. AP

Eric Paddock holds a photo of himself (at left) and his brother, 
Stephen Paddock (at right) outside his home in Orlando

The wreckage of a jet is seen on fire near Harduf, northern Israel
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:40
16:30
17:50
18:40
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports    
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Champions League 2017/2018 Magazine
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 

cinema

ap
 p

h
ot

o

what’s ON ...

teamLab Future Park
time: 1:30pm-10pm (Mondays to Fridays)
           10:30am-10pm (Saturdays, Sundays and 
public holidays; 90 mintues per session, maximum 
capacity is 150 people at one time)
untiL: February 28, 2018 
Venue: MGM Art Space 
admission: MOP150 (MOP120 for Macau 
residents; free admission for children aged 2 or 
under) 

Patane Library an oasis oF FiLm and music 
Lore
time: pm-8:30pm (Mondays)
            9:30am-8:30pm (Tuesdays to Sundays; 
closed on public holidays) 
address: No. 69 - 81, Rua da Ribeira do Patane 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2825 9220

treasure oF sacred art oF st. JosePh’s 
seminary
time: 10am-5pm (Closed on Wednesdays, open on 
public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

mandarin’s house
time: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2896 8820

exhibition “Fiction and driFt - Paintings by 
Jorge martins” 
time: 10am-9pm daily
untiL: March 4, 201 
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery, No. 95, Avenida do 
Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida 
admission: Free

this day in history

An environmental group wants couples to think of wild ani-
mals before acting like them this valentine’s Day.

The Center for Biological Diversity is handing out endange-
red species condoms at the Carnegie Science Center’s adul-
ts-only valentine’s event Friday in Pittsburgh.

The wrappers feature colorful artwork and slogans like “Be-
fore it gets any hotter...remember the sea otter,” and “Can’t 
refrain? Think of the whooping crane.”

The group hopes to show how human population growth 
negatively affects wildlife.

The center, based in Tucson, Arizona, is also handing out 
condoms Friday at an after-hours event at the San Diego Na-
tural History Museum.

Lamont Craven, adult programs coordinator at the Carnegie 
Science Center, says “the condoms are a perfect fit for our 
event. The packaging highlights a dire topic, while the con-
tents are actionable ways to solve the problem.”

 Offbeat
Valentine condom campaign urges 
loVers to think of animals

Fighting between ethnic Turks and Greeks in the dis-
puted island of Cyprus has left at least 16 people dead.

Shots started to be exchanged between the two sides’ 
lines in the port town of Limassol late yesterday afternoon.

Four Greek Cypriots including a schoolgirl were repor-
ted to have been injured in the shooting before a ceasefire 
was negotiated.

Soon after ambulances driven by RAF personnel went 
into the area of fighting to bring out the wounded.

However, fighting resumed at around dawn on Wednes-
day morning.

By the time peace was restored the Greek Cypriots had 
succeeded in ousting the Turkish Cypriots from their last 
remaining strongholds in Limassol including Berengaria 
Castle.

The island’s two main ethnic groups have been involved 
in a civil war since last year.

In 1960 Cyprus gained independence from Britain after 
a long and sometimes violent campaign by some ethnic 
Greeks who wanted Cyprus to become part of Greece.

The “Zurich Settlement” which set down terms for in-
dependence included a scheme of political proportional 
representation reflecting the fact that 82% of the popula-
tion are ethnically Greek.

However, many ethnic Turks felt the system was unfair 
and received backing from Turkey whilst many Greeks 
wanted Cyprus to become part of Greece.

Greece and Turkey have been close to war several times 
with both claiming ownership of the island.

Britain now has a “truce force” stationed on the island 
which it ruled from 1914.

So far British soldiers have not got involved in the figh-
ting and it is hoped that Cyprus’ President Makarios will 
accept a bigger force from the Commonwealth to take 
their place.

In the wake of the fighting the US is planning to evacuate 
its citizens from Cyprus to Beirut.

However, Britain is advising about 2,000 families of ser-
vice personnel in Limassol to stay put apart from those 
living near the Turkish quarter.

Courtesy bbC news

1964 deaths follow cyprus
  truce breach

in context
A total of 21 people died during the fighting in Limassol.
In March 1964 the United Nations sent a 7,000-strong peacekeeping 
force to Cyprus.
Cyprus has been partitioned since 1974, when a Greek-inspired coup 
prompted a Turkish invasion of the northern third of the island.
Since then Greek and Turkish Cypriots have been divided by a so-
called “green line”, patrolled by UN soldiers.
Thousands of ethnic Greeks were displaced from their homes and 
many have never returned.
The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus was declared in 1983, but 
has been recognised only by Turkey itself.
A UN plan put to a referendum on 24 April 2004 envisaged a feder-
ation of two states - one Greek and the other Turkish - with a loose 
central government, on the Swiss model with a symbolic, alternating 
presidency.
It was rejected decisively by the Greek Cypriots but accepted by the 
Turkish Cypriots. EU membership only applies in the Greek sector.

cineteatro
8 feV - 12 feV

maze rUnner: The deaTh CUre
room 1
(2d) 02:15, 04:45, 9:345pm
(3d) 07:15pm
director: wes ball
starring:  rosa salazar, Thomas brodie-sangster 
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 142 min

The PosT
room 2
02:30, 04:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: steven spielberg
starring: Tom hanks, meryl streep, sarah Paulson      
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 116min

Code geass leloUCh of The rebellion - 
ePisode 1
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
director: goro Taniguchi    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 135 min

faTe/sTay nighT: heaven’s feel -  
i. Presage flower
room 3
5:00, 7:15pm
director:  Tomonori sudô 
starring:  ayako Kawasumi, Jôji nakata, noriaki sugiyama    
language: Japanese (Chinese) 
duration: 120 min
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aCross: 1- Little hooter; 6- Surfer wannabe; 11- Common ID; 14- Caterpillar 
competitor; 15- In reserve; 16- Greek cross; 17- Gawk; 18- Like non-oyster months; 
19- Tiny toiler; 20- Minute; 22- Thai breed of cat; 24- Asexual reproductive cell; 
28- Stream of particles; 30- Adventurous expedition; 31- “Silas Marner” author; 
32- Romanov rulers; 33- Lacking definite form; 37- Liable; 38- Cigarette; 39- ___ 
whim; 40- Educate again; 43- Wake Island, e.g.; 45- Absurd; 46- Small auk; 47- 
Hindu deity; 50- Husky; 51- New Mexico’s state flower; 52- Later!; 53- Bee: Prefix; 
54- Conspicuous feather; 57- Reposes; 62- 100 yrs.; 63- Burgundy grape; 64- 
oldsmobile model; 65- Frat party staple; 66- Type of question; 67- Gannet;
 
down: 1- Takes too much; 2- Rainy; 3- Grazing spot; 4- Make a boo-boo; 5- 
Seesaws; 6- Mezzo-soprano Marilyn; 7- Just; 8- Decease; 9- Cooling units, 
for short; 10- Writing space; 11- Belle or Bart; 12- Capital city of Yemen; 
13- Bonkers; 21- “Lord, is ___?”: 
Matthew; 23- Sworn thing; 24- ___ Is 
Born; 25- Quebec’s ___ Peninsula; 26- 
___ worse than death; 27- Deface; 28- 
Chap; 29- Irish homeland; 31- overact; 
33- Appliance brand; 34- Alley oop’s 
girlfriend; 35- Still for rent; 36- Saline; 
38- Scrutinize; 41- Kind of jockey; 42- 
Sad; 43- Night lights; 44- Ring decision; 
46- Gotcha!; 47- Type of packsack; 48- 
Monetary unit of India; 49- Frosting; 
50- Connect with; 52- Let’s go!; 55- 
Fail to tell the truth; 56- Young ___; 
58- “Hold on Tight” group; 59- Poivre’s 
partner; 60- Singing syllable; 61- Male 
offspring;

THE BOrN LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUr STArS
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Friday’s solution

CrOSSWOrDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBErS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHEr

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

min max CondiTion

China

world

-6
-1
2
1
5

flurry                    
sleet                     

drizzle                   
clear                     

heavy rain/moderate rain  

-8
-24
-7
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2
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4
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 clear               
 cloudy            

 clear              
 cloudy              

 clear                
 clear/cloudy          

 cloudy                 
 overcast                

 clear                    
 clear                     
 clear                     
 clear                     
 clear                     

 cloudy                    
 cloudy                    
 cloudy                     

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Unexpected roadblocks are still on 
the road ahead, but if you can make 
your way through today (which could 
be tricky if a loved one’s jealousy or 
bitterness pops up) and tomorrow 
(because work trumps play).

April 20-May 20
That seemingly innocent flirty game 
you were just starting to enjoy comes 
crashing down around you. Someone 
close makes it abundantly clear that 
this isn’t really what they thought 
they were getting themselves into.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
After your recent behavior, those 
closest to you have almost no idea 
what to expect next - but that’s 
exactly the way you like it! Today, 
just for a change of pace (and to 
keep them frosty).

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re quite willing to be patient most 
of the time, but for now, you feel a little 
like Mt. Vesuvius having a bad hair 
day. Whether you decide to blow up or 
not, it’s past time to let your family see 
just how much fire you can breathe.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Some jealousy can be a healthy 
thing for a relationship, but 
obsessing over it is both 
unnecessary and unhelpful. 
You’ve been watching out for your 
relationships for quite a while now.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Thanks to the calming influences 
affecting your personal energy, you’re 
one of the few people you know who 
is able to think clearly for now. Use 
that brain to free yourself from shady 
people and their even shadier offers.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
A big surprise this morning does 
more than just get you going with a 
smile - it should get your day started 
on the right note. If you think about 
recent events, you realize that you 
totally deserve a day like this one.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Someone close (maybe a family 
member) has just done something 
thoughtful for you - though you 
may not hear about it for quite a 
while yet! Since you’re perceptive 
to the point of being psychic.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If you’ve been meaning to talk 
with a boss or client who’s been 
uncommunicative recently, now is 
the time to go for it. It could be that 
you’re just paranoid - they might 
not even know your name on sight!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You might not travel much - except 
for your job. Right now, though, 
you’re only too happy to jump on 
a train, car or plane taking you 
anywhere but here. You definitely 
need a change of climate.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t pack their belongings up quite 
yet. They’ve been driving you insane, 
and you certainly don’t have to take 
any more of it, but if you give them 
a chance to redeem themselves, you 
may be quite surprised.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’ve been fighting for what’s 
right and pushing for a better 
tomorrow, and you’ve enjoyed 
every minute of it. Now is the time 
to settle down - not that you mind 
all that much this once.

  Aquarius Pisces
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 Deliberately 
or not, the 
North Korean 
government 
had managed 
to edge its way 
onto center 
stage

Foster Klug, Pyeongchang

In an extraordinary show of 
unexpected unity, North and 

South Korea sat side by side 
Friday night under exploding 
fireworks that represented pea-
ce, not destruction, as the 2018 
Winter Olympics opened on a 
Korean Peninsula riven by gene-
rations of anger, suspicion and 
bloodshed.

The sister of North Korea’s lea-
der, Kim Jong Un, shook hands 
with South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in — and appeared 
genuinely pleased — while they 
watched an elaborate show of 
light, sound and human perfor-
mance. Minutes later came a 
moment stunning in its optics 
and its implications: the United 
States, represented by Vice Pre-
sident Mike Pence, sitting a row 
ahead of Kim’s sister, Kim Yo 
Jong, and the North’s nominal 
head of state, all watching the 
games begin — officials from two 
nations that many worry have 
been on the brink of nuclear 
conflict.

Not long after, North and 
South Korean athletes ente-
red Olympic Stadium together, 
waving flags showing a unified 
Korea — the long-time dream, 
in theory at least, of many Ko-
reans both North and South. It 
was the rivals’ first joint Olympic 
march since 2007. International 
Olympic Committee President 
Thomas Bach then handed the 
podium to Moon, who declared 
the Olympics officially open.

The ceremony’s signature mo-
ment delivered another flash 
of unity and deft political sta-
ge-managing, too. Two athletes 
from the joint Koreas women’s 
hockey team climbed stairs to 
the cauldron with the Olympic 
torch. At the last moment, thou-
gh, they handed off the flame to 
former Olympic champion figu-
re skater Yuna Kim, arguably 
South Korea’s most famous per-
son. She actually lit the cauldron 
as the home crowd roared.

Moon, in a statement, said 
athletes from North and South 
will “work together for victory.” 
And Bach lauded the joint march 
of the two Koreas as a “powerful 
message.”

“We are all touched by this 
wonderful gesture. We all join 
and support you in your message 

of peace,” Bach said.
After years of frustration, 

billions of dollars and a nag-
ging national debate about their 
worth, the opening ceremonies 
took place before a world wat-
ching the moment not only for 
its athletic significance and glo-
bal spectacle, but for clues about 
what the peninsula’s political fu-
ture could hold.

There is a palpable excitement 
in this isolated, rugged moun-
tain town, as one of the poorest, 
coldest and most disgruntled 
parts of an otherwise prosperous 
South Korea kicks off two weeks 
of winter sports, spectacle and, 
from the looks of things, some 
inter-Korean reconciliation.

After a chaotic year of nuclear 
war threats and nuclear and 
missile tests from the North, the 
opening ceremony proved to be 
an evening of striking visual mo-
ments.

The significance of Pence and 
the North Koreans sitting in the 
same box seemed to run counter 
to the mission he was supposed 
to undertake. He’d been dispa-
tched from Washington for the 
Olympics in part, he said, to 
make sure the world didn’t forget 
that North Korea was a misbeha-
ving and dangerous neighbor in 
the community of nations.

What did seem clear was that, 
deliberately or not, the North 
Korean government had mana-
ged to edge its way onto center 
stage during the South’s biggest 
global moment in years.

On Saturday morning, the Nor-
th’s official news agency, KCNA, 
issued a report about the Olym-
pics opening that was notable in 
its lack of the loaded language it 
usually uses when writing about 
the South and the United States, 
which it characterizes as Seoul’s 
overlord.

“The 23rd Winter Olympics 
opened in Phyongchang of south 
Korea,” KCNA wrote in English, 
using an alternate spelling for 
the Olympic city and, notably, 
the lower-case “south” — a style 
it uses to show it does not endor-
se the names “South Korea” and 
“North Korea.”

On Friday night, a huge crowd 
gathered in the freezing Olympi-
cs Stadium as performances dis-
played the sweep of Korean his-
tory and culture. The march of 
athletes from the world’s many 
nations saw them girded against 
a frigid Korean night with tem-
peratures that dipped below 
freezing and biting winds.

One notable visual came with 
the appearance of the Russian 
delegation, which marched in 
unable to carry its flag because 
of doping-related sanctions by 
the International Olympic Com-
mittee. Normally dressed in bla-
zing red, they paraded in wea-
ring grey and white jackets and 

seemed — uncommonly for that 
delegation — quite sedate.

Members of a delegation from 
North Korea, part of an Olympics 
partnership between the two Ko-
rean rivals, watched from high 
in the stadium a performance 
called “The Land of Peace” and 
as past South Korean athletes 
paraded a large southern flag. 
The North Koreans, dressed in 
identical garb, cheered in careful 
coordination.

The North has sent nearly 500 
people to the Pyeongchang Ga-
mes including officials, athletes, 
artists and cheerleaders after 
the Koreas agreed to a series of 
conciliatory gestures to mark the 
games. More than 2,900 athletes 
from 92 countries will compete 
here, making it the biggest Win-
ter Olympics to date.

Pyeongchang was not supposed 
to share the spotlight with Pyon-
gyang. This was not supposed to 
be, as some in Seoul grumble, the 
“Pyongyang Games,” a play on 
the North Korean capital’s pho-
netic similarity to Pyeongchang.

After two failed Olympic bids 
that emphasized the high-soun-
ding notion that the games could 
help make peace with North Ko-
rea, Pyeongchang finally sold its 
successful try in 2011 on the deci-
dedly capitalistic goal of boosting 
winter sports tourism in Asia.

But North Korea has a habit of 
not letting itself be ignored when 
it comes to its southern rival.

Its agents blew up a South Ko-
rean airliner ahead of the 1988 
Seoul Olympics in an attempt 
to dissuade visitors; then it boy-
cotted its rival’s Olympic debut 
on the world stage. A few years 
later, the discovery of the huge 
progress Pyongyang had been 
surreptitiously making on its nu-
clear programs plunged the Ko-
rean Peninsula into crisis. It has 
only deepened over the years as 
the North closes in on the ability 
to field an arsenal of nukes that 
can hit U.S. cities.

And so, with a little help from 
a liberal South Korean president 
eager to engage Pyongyang, the 
2018 Pyeongchang Games open.

They do so with as much focus 
on the North, which has zero real 
medal contenders, as the South, 
which in the three decades since 
its last Olympics has built a solid 
winter program as it went from 
economic backwater and mili-
tary dictatorship to Asia’s fourth-
biggest economy and a bulwark 
of liberal democracy.

Could Pyeongchang’s initial pi-
tch — that it could contribute to 
peace on the Korean Peninsula 
— actually become reality? The 
opening ceremony offered at 
least some hints about that, and 
maybe more. What’s certain is 
that these Games, more so than 
any in recent memory, are about 
far more than sports. AP

With extraordinary political 
theater, Winter Olympics begin

A torchbearer lights the Olympic flame during the opening ceremony of the 2018 
Winter Olympics

germany leads medals table
with biathlon win

ARnd PeiFFeR won the men’s 
biathlon 10km sprint title to help 
Germany lead on the medals table 
with three golds on the second  
competitive day of the 2018 Win-
ter Olympic Games yesterday. 
Peiffer put on a flawless display of 

shooting to finish the sprint in 23 
minutes and 38.8 seconds. “It’s 
crazy because I didn’t expect it 
was possible for me to be on top. I 
wouldn’t say I am an underdog but 
I’m not one of the top guys,” the 
German said.
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Ritz-CaRlton in Riyadh Reopens afteR 
thRee-month saudi puRge, aRRests

The Ritz-Carlton in the Saudi capital, Riyadh, is 
reopening to the public, three months after it was 
transformed into a luxurious detention center hol-
ding dozens of princes, businessmen and officials 
swept up in an anti-corruption purge.

The hotel was accepting reservations yesterday, 
with prices starting at USD665 a night.

Billionaire Prince Alwaleed bin Talal, a major in-
vestor in Western firms, was among those held at 

the hotel for more than 80 days until his release 
last month.

The iconic hotel is also where President Donald 
Trump stayed during his May visit to the kingdom.

The government says the campaign, which be-
gan in early November and was led by Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, netted more than 
$100 billion in financial settlements in exchange 
for most of the detainees’ release.

70-100
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70-100
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opinion
Rear Window
Severo Portela

iran Hundreds of 
thousands of Iranians 
rallied on the streets 
yesterday to mark the 
39th anniversary of the 
1979 Islamic revolution, 
just weeks after anti-
government protests 
rocked cities across the 
country.

israel’s prime 
minister said yesterday 
his country delivered 
“severe blows” to Iranian 
and Syrian forces and 
vowed to take further 
action against its 
adversaries following 
the most serious Israeli 
engagement in Syria 
since the war there 
erupted almost seven 
years ago. More on p14

rUssia A passenger 
plane believed to be 
carrying 71 people 
crashed yesterday 
near Moscow, shortly 
after takeoff from one 
of the city’s airports. 
No survivors were 
immediately reported.

iTaly Marchers 
protested racism 
Saturday in several 
Italian cities and warned 
against a revival of neo-
fascist sentiment amid 
the campaign for Italy’s 
March 4 national election.

sPain Police say they 
have confiscated 310 
kilos of young eels 
that were about to be 
smuggled out of the 
country and shipped to 
Asia.

venezUela The 
government’s decision 
to plow ahead with early 
presidential elections 
over the objections 
of the opposition 
risks spurring more 
international sanctions 
and exacerbating an 
economic and social 
crisis driving increasing 
numbers of venezuelans 
into exile, analysts say.

brazil Authorities are 
investigating arsons at 
two separate residences 
where venezuelans were 
living that they believe 
were committed by the 
same person, a police 
official said Friday.

Danica Kirka, London 

BRitAin’s defense se-
cretary says two cap-

tured Islamic State group 
extremists who grew up in 
England should never be 
allowed to return.

Defense Secretary Gavin 
Williamson’s comments 
Saturday in the Sun news-
paper come amid reports 
that Britain has already 
stripped El Shafee Elsheikh 
and Alexanda Amon Kotey 
of their citizenship, ope-
ning the door for them to 
be sent to Guantanamo Bay 
or another prison outside of 
the U.K.

“I don’t think they should 
ever set foot in this coun-
try again,” Williamson told 
the newspaper. “They tur-
ned their back on Britain, 
our values and everything 
we stand for — they are the 
worst of the worst.”

Elsheikh and Kotey are 
alleged to have been part 
of the four-man IS cell du-
bbed “The Beatles” because 
of their British accents. The 
most notorious member 
of the group was Moham-
med Emwazi, the masked 
insurgent known as Jihadi 
John who appeared in se-
veral videos that showed 
the beheading of Western 
hostages. The cell captured, 
tortured and killed more 
than two dozen hostages, 
including American journa-
lists James Foley and Ste-
ven Sotloff, and American 
aid worker Peter Kassig.

Tobias Ellwood, a defen-

se minister whose brother 
was killed in a 2002 terror 
attack in Bali, called for the 
men to be tried by an inter-
national war crimes court.

“Guantanamo Bay crea-
ted a new combatant status 
that bypassed the Geneva 
Convention, used torture 
and failed to address a wi-
der global jihadist insur-
gency that continues to-
day,” he told the Times of 
London. “Given the scale of 
foreign fighters, we should 
consider an agreed inter-
national process involving 
The Hague, which ensures 
terrorists from any origin 
are transparently and fair-
ly held to account for their 
actions.”

Britain’s Home Office re-
fused to confirm whether 
Elsheikh and Kotey had 
been stripped of their citi-
zenship, saying it doesn’t 
comment on individual ca-
ses.

The American-backed 
Syrian Democratic For-
ces captured the two men 
last month, and the U.S. 
helped identify them with 
biometric data and other 
tools. U.S. authorities have 
interrogated Elsheikh and 
Kotey.

American officials said 
the U.S. government works 
closely with its coalition 
partners in private talks on 
the disposition of detainees 
held by the SDF.

Some former hostages of 
the cell and family mem-
bers of those slain have 
expressed concern that 

Elsheikh and Kotey will 
be transported to the U.S. 
detention facility at Guan-
tanamo Bay, where people 
have been held for years wi-
thout trial.

Nicolas Henin, a French 
journalist held by IS for 10 
months, said the two IS fi-
ghters should be given fair 
trials that will deliver justi-
ce, not revenge.

“Guantanamo was ac-
tually one of the reasons 
for their engagement in ex-
tremism,” Henin told The 
Associated Press. “So if we 
perpetrate this kind of atro-
city we are not helping our 
quest for justice.”

Foley’s father, John Foley, 
said he hopes the two IS 
fighters will be put on trial 
and sentenced to life in pri-
son.

“The death penalty would 
make them martyrs, which 
is what they would want, 
so I would prefer that they 
spend the rest of their lives 
in jail,” Foley said. AP

UK defense chief: 
Don’t let two British 
IS suspects return
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GettinG beyond Wynn fall

Suddenly… the barrage of claims of sexual 
misconduct that brought down conspicuous 
figures from politics, business and entertain-
ment, starting from about last fall with Harvey 
Weinstein, have indirectly hit the Macau Spe-
cial Administrative Region.

The Wall Street Journal’s report on a string 
of women claiming to have been harassed or 
assaulted, together with the dire 7.5 million 
US out-of-court settlement took Steve Wynn 
to the ropes.

The maverick casino tycoon who appeared to 
be winning all through a full career of gaming 
ventures was forced to resign as the chairman 
and CEO of Las Vegas-based WR and its cash 
cow, Wynn Macau Ltd. Though he denies the 
bulk of the allegations, Wynn had to evaluate 
the consequences of what he referred to as 
“negative publicity” and march himself from 
the helm of WR having reached the conclusion 
that he could not “continue to be effective” in 
such an environment. It looks like Wynn could 
be on a losing streak: well-known Las Vegas 
Judge Elizabeth Gonzalez decided to allow 
certain claims a hearing in the never-ending 
legal battle with Kazuo Okada. 

As far as Macau is concerned, we have to 
bear in mind that the future outlook was alrea-
dy a mildly disturbing one: a climate of real 
caution, ripe with rumors and completely wild, 
if not insane, scenarios as we count down to 
the end of the gaming concessions. That is to 
say that even before Wynn’s departure and 
his proposed replacements (Matt Maddox and 
Allan Zeman) the six (6) gaming licenses were 
the source of all sorts of guessing games in 
wishful thinking: from rubber-stamping the 
franchises to an utterly formal process of read-
mission; from inflating the number of conces-
sions to eight (8) to accommodate new players 
to a less populated environment… everything 
but the legally binding public tender! 

Steve Wynn leaving a company that not only 
bears his name but which won the first public 
tender based on his existing portfolio rather 
than on a proposal - pardon the analogy to Ve-
gas memoir, it will be a Sinatra Singing Show 
with no Sinatra singing. This can be the leit-
motiv for the rethinking of the casino business 
in China’s single ground of gaming.

Locally, there is much thinking to do other 
than defer to veiled remissions to the nor-
thern capital “instructions”, which nobody 
has actually heard: such an eroded push to 
a worthless autonomy. The MSAR is home to 
casinos because of its history; because of a 
Central Government decision not to threaten 
the economic monoculture and the prosperi-
ty of the semi-autonomous region of Macau; 
and because Macau has the culture and the 
regulatory framework that allows the casino 
business.

What constitutes a threat to Macau’s status 
is regulatory: the status of the rule of law, the 
scope of autonomy. The recurrent idea to ins-
tall casinos in the well-known Chinese Hawaii 
is just a naive idea that it is possible to have 
casinos with no side effects.

Hainan is developing well into a Chinese Flo-
rida of affluent elderly retirees from the chilly 
northern China, locally known as “migratory 
birds”, big business on its merits.

Finally some notes. A sad one upon the dea-
th of Professor Jao Tsung I; an astonished one 
due to UM Finance Professor Rose Neng Lai’s 
theory of the bubble that does not exist until it 
bursts; and a preoccupied one about the clou-
ding of the project Alto de Coloane.

This Oct. 19, 2017, image from drone video, shows damaged buildings in raqqa, Syria

 
They turned 
their back on 
Britain, our 
values and 
everything 
we stand for.
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