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fitch upgrades 
macau’s rating  

local startup 
warned in japan

The international rating agency 
pointed out that the Macau 
authorities have “demonstrated a 
commitment to fiscal prudence” 

Macau-based company Block 
Chain Laboratory was warned 
by Japan’s Financial Services 
Agency to halt its operations P7

Malaysia Lost in the 
glare of North Korea’s 
missile launches and 
charm offensive at the 
Winter Olympics, two 
women stand accused 
of a crime that could 
send them to the 
gallows — the stunning 
assassination of Kim 
Jong Nam, a year ago. 
It’s a crime the young 
Southeast Asian women 
almost certainly had 
a part in — possibly 
without even knowing it. 
More on p12

southeast asia Thailand 
and the United States 
downplayed the presence 
of a Myanmar military 
officer at the opening of the 
largest annual joint military 
exercise in Southeast Asia. 
Myanmar has been accused 
of massive human rights 
violations in its crackdown 
on the Rohingya minority. 
11,075 service members 
from 29 countries are taking 
part in this year’s exercise.

s. Korea A confidante 
accused of collaborating 
with South Korea’s former 
president for personal gain 
was sentenced to 20 years 
in prison for bribery and 
other crimes in a political 
scandal that triggered the 
impeachment and the 
conviction of an heir to the 
Samsung empire. A court 
convicted Choi Soon-sil 
(pictured) of abuse of 
power, bribery and other 
crimes and fined her 18 
billion won.
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Murren: ‘Must-see 
location’ opens in Cotai

CNY hOLIdAYS

Rising tide of 
travelers from 
China floods 
Macau, Asia  P6,9

long-stalled 
vegas casino 
gets new life
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Daniel Beitler

MGM Resorts Inter-
national CEO Jim 
Murren flew into 
Macau this week to 

attend the opening of MGM Chi-
na’s second property. The U.S. 
casino executive presided over 
the official opening ceremony 
of Cotai’s latest resort, which 
he says is already becoming a 
“must-see location” thanks to 
the company’s collaboration 
with its “strong local partners.”

In an exclusive interview with 
Macau Daily Times yesterday, 
Murren discussed what sets 
MGM Cotai apart from its com-
petitors, his predictions for Ma-
cau’s gaming future and what he 
expects for the gaming license 
negotiations due to be held in 
the coming years.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) 
- What sets MGM Cotai 
apart from its sister resort 
on the Macau peninsula?

Jim Murren (JM) - MGM 
Macau is elegant, beautiful and 
intimate. It really has a strong 
art component to it. This pro-
perty [resembles that but] on 
a more grand scale and with a 
mass-market orientation, with 
the Spectacle and the MGM 
Theater.

It’s challenging when develo-
ping a new property since we 
are absolutely opposed to co-
pying what someone else has 
done, or what we have done. So 
we worked hard to create some-
thing that had a connection to 
MGM Macau – and you can tell 
that from the [use of] glass and 
the architecture – but not repli-
cated in any way.

MDT - And what about 
from your competitors on 
the Cotai Strip?

JM - [MGM Cotai] will be a 
must-see location and people 
will come here if for no other 
reason than to see and experien-
ce all of this. That doesn’t cur-
rently exist in Cotai; it doesn’t 
exist in Macau.

Our interior spaces are obviou-
sly vastly different to what anyo-
ne has seen in Macau: the largest 
indoor garden, the huge array of 
LED screens, the National Geo-
graphic content that we have ac-
quired, the digital programming 
that we have innovated.

The Theater has never been at-
tempted before. It’s complicated 
and extraordinarily expensive, 
but it creates a sense of wonder 
that no traditional, standalone 
theater could possibly deliver 
on.

Restaurants are important. 
We’ve really worked hard and 

traveled the world to find chefs 
and [food] pioneers that were 
willing to take a chance on 
MGM, to take a chance on Ma-
cau. Not just ‘mail something in 
and put their name on it, type of 
restaurant, but actually come in 
and teach the Macau people and 
get involved in the [local] com-
munity.

Retail is another good exam-
ple. We have had a glut of retail 
here [in Macau] for a while. Do 
we really need another x-sto-
re when there are five already 
in the marketplace? In a very 
competitive marketplace, we felt 
that we had to find something 
uniquely Chinese to bring; so-
mething very specific that could 
be bought only at MGM Cotai.

These elements of continuous 
improvement were born out of 

the idea that, in a highly com-
petitive market like Macau, to 
differentiate oneself when we 
have been the smallest here [in 
terms of market share] is really 
important.

MDT - MGM Cotai has pla-
ced a strong emphasis on 
new food experiences. That 
comes only months after 
Macau was named a Crea-
tive City of Gastronomy by 
UNESCO. Is that a coinci-
dence?

JM - It’s not a coincidence. It 
comes down to having strong lo-
cal partners – in this case Pansy 
Ho. That’s the philosophy MGM 
has all around the world. Some 
folks reluctantly seek out part-
ners and accept partnerships. 
We enthusiastically embrace 
them. We know that we deliver 
a better product and a better ex-
perience because of them.

Take art for example. Art is 
something that other concessio-
naires talk about today, but that 
is something that we did over a 
decade ago.

Food is [now] where we need 
to be. 

To travel to Macau, people and 
international tours need an in-
cremental reason. If we deliver 
the same food here as in Hong 
Kong, people might not come. 
When the [Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 

Macau] Bridge is done later this 
year and people can more easily 
access Macau, they are going to 
find foods from Peru and Euro-
pe that they will not have had 
access to where they live.

When people come [to Macau] 
from Korea, Japan, Taiwan and 
Hong Kong, they’re expecting 
this very sophisticated market 
to give them an experience that 
they can’t get in Osaka, Tokyo or 
Seoul.

That’s the challenge. Las Ve-
gas has risen to that challenge in 
the past, Macau is rising to that 
challenge right now. If we can be 
at the forefront of this technolo-
gy, innovation, entertainment 
and culinary excellence, then 
we will help Macau’s tourist 
market.

MDT - Talking of partner-
ships, what are your thou-
ghts on potential involve-
ment in Japan?

JM - We have a keen interest in 
Japan. We have been following 
for more than a decade (more 
intently for the past five years) 
the process by which the Japa-
nese government is considering 
the ‘implementation act’, which 
would allow for integrated re-
sorts in a few select markets.

The Japanese bureaucratic 
[system] has been working on 
this very transparently for many 

years, so we are all aware of the 
progress.

I would have to say that, if the 
Diet passes the act, this will be 
one of the most competitive bi-
dding landscapes in the history 
of our industry. Why? Because 
of the size of the Japanese eco-
nomy – it’s the third largest in 
the world – it’s a gateway to 
Asia, it has great infrastructure 
from rail to air to the sea. The 
Japanese government [also] 
has a very clear vision to dri-
ve international tourism, not 
just for the 2020 Olympics in 
Tokyo, but beyond that too. I 
have visited Japan about 25 ti-
mes in the last three years. I am 
trying to understand how to be 
a good partner in local partner-
ships. 

If the Japanese Diet passes 
the implementation act to form 
a Japanese-led consortium in a 
major metropolitan market such 
as Osaka, Tokyo or Yokohama, I 
believe that MGM has to earn its 
right to be there and that’s why 
we are working hard to develop 
a locally-based consortium that 
MGM can be part of. That’s what 
we’ve done here [in Macau]. The 
model works. It creates a better 
resort for us […] and I know it 
will help us in Japan.

MDT - How do you feel 
about the upcoming Macau 

ExCLUSIvE INTERvIEW | JIM MURREN

The MGM philosophy: Strong local     partners
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concession negotiations?
JM - I have a great sense of 

calm about the concessions. I 
know that many people are fo-
cused on this issue, but I’m not. 
We have had just five minutes 
of discussion at our board about 
how to apply for a renewal or re-
bid. [Instead] we have spent all 
of our time focused on how we 
can best serve Macau and Chi-

na, under the belief that if we 
prove ourselves to be a worthy, 
community-orientated company 
and understand the vision that 
China has for Macau - in terms 
of expanding non-gaming activi-
ties, training the local workforce 
and working with local small and 
medium-sized enterprises – then 
we will be considered as a long-
term member of this society.

MDT - What requirements 
do you expect to be included 
in the new concessions?

JM - I don’t know about spe-
cific terms. I do believe, as was 
the case in the mid-term re-
views, there will be a continued 
emphasis on non-gaming deve-
lopment. A continued insisten-
ce that operators that are privi-
leged to have concession here 

need to comply with the vision 
of Macau: to diversify the eco-
nomy, not away from gaming, 
but to broaden all of entertain-
ment and hospitality. The com-
panies that do not do that, or 
do it in a reluctant way or in a 
way that does not create unique 
experiences, will not be viewed 
favorably in my opinion.

MDT - What are your 
near-term projections for 
Macau’s mass-market and 
VIP gaming growth?

JM - I think that mass-market 
gaming will grow more rapidly 
than the high-end [component]. 
I believe that the [Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macau] bridge will have 
a big effect on driving mass- 
market visitation to Macau and 
that the light rail will be of great 
benefit, as will the general deve-
lopment in this region [of South 
China].

VIP has grown very rapidly 
and we are certainly not ig-
noring that. We are opening 
with VIP and we are bringing 
in junkets in the next few mon-
ths.

But I don’t believe we can 
predict the growth of the VIP 
market; we can’t predict that 
in the United States and we 
certainly can’t predict it here. 
So our business model in Ma-
cau is based on developing 
sustainable growth through 
the mass-market and through 
diversification, and doing the 
best we can when the VIP [sec-
tor] is strong.

MDT - Can you imagine a 
time when gaming activi-
ties in Macau do not make 
up the vast majority of 
tourism revenue?

JM - Twenty years ago I cou-
ld not have imagined what Ma-
cau would become, and I can 
say that I cannot project what 
Macau will look like 20 years 
from now. 

It really will be guided by how 
China and Macau wish to drive 
this hospitality market within 
the ‘Great Bay’. If Macau were 
a single isolated area then I 
would say no; it would be di-
fficult. There’s a limitation of 
land that would make it hard 
for Macau to derive the majori-
ty of its income from non-ga-
ming. But if you envision Ma-
cau as part of the ‘Great Bay’ 
– as we do – then yes, I abso-
lutely believe this will be a tre-
mendously diverse economy.

ExCLUSIvE INTERvIEW | JIM MURREN

The MGM philosophy: Strong local     partners

THE doors to MGM 
Cotai officially opened 

at 7:30 p.m. yesterday at 
the Lion Lobby Entrance, 
as the resort’s first batch 
of visitors filtered by an 
11-meter-tall golden lion 
statue that stands guard 
outside the property.

At a press conference 
earlier in the day, CEO 
of MGM Resorts Inter-
national and Chairperson 
of MGM China Holdings 
Jim Murren credited his 
partnership with Pansy 
Ho for the impact he ex-
pects the property to 
make on Macau. 

“We set out with a vision 
to develop an integrated 
resort that brings first-of- 
its-kind experiences to 
Macau and beyond. I am 
incredibly proud of the 
talented global team of 
MGM professionals for 
bringing this vision to life 
with the opening of MGM 
Cotai,” said Murren.

“MGM is committed to 
supporting the develop-
ment of Macau as a global 
tourism destination and I 
am grateful to the Macau 
government for allowing 
us the opportunity to in-
vest and develop a second 
property here.”

Murren was joined on 
stage by Grant Bowie, 
the CEO of MGM China 
Holdings, and Pansy Ho, 
co-Chairperson of MGM 
China Holdings, as well 
as two of the resort’s four 
celebrity chefs, Janice 
Wong and Mitsuharu 
Tsumura.

For her part, Pansy Ho 
said that her ongoing 
partnership with MGM 
remains “innovative” and 
that the collaboration has 
worked to “serve Macau.”

“We have been working 
wholeheartedly to build 
Macau as a world center 

of tourism and leisure,” 
she said. “All the while, 
we have upheld our mis-
sion, which is to serve 
Macau. The Macau SAR 
[…] has now become a 
distinguished ‘global 
brand’, allowing us to 
showcase our ambition 
and determination.”

Grant Bowie described 
MGM Cotai as the “next 
generation of integrated 
resort,” but added “we 
are not trying to be every-
thing to everybody.”

In regards to the pos-
sibility of gaming enter-
prises setting up shop 

in the Southern Chinese 
island of Hainan, Bowie 
said that this possibility 
has been raised several 
times already and would 
like be raised again in the 
future. “I think this is the 
sixth or seventh time that 
there have been stories 
about Hainan,” he said. “I 
think gaming in China is 
a challenging issue [but] 
I think the government of 
China will work through 
this process.”

Bowie also said that he 
expects the Chinese New 
Year to be a very strong 
period for MGM Holdin-

gs. The holiday period is 
traditionally one of Ma-
cau’s busiest and MGM 
Cotai has opened just in 
time to benefit from it.

MGM’s first foray onto 
the Cotai Strip makes it 
one of the last Macau ope-

rators to develop a family-
friendly, mass-market in-
tegrated resort, following 
Wynn Resorts’ Wynn Pa-
lace and Las Vegas Sands 
Corp.’s The Parisian.

But the long-awaited 
addition to the strip may 
have a positive effect on 
gambling revenue growth 
for the whole city.

That’s according to 
analysts such as Praveen 
K. Choudhary, who ac-
cording to Bloomberg 
said MGM Cotai’s 1,400 
rooms would be a boon 
for Macau.

MGM China shares jum-
ped as much as 1.6 per-
cent in Hong Kong yester-
day, while the benchmark 
Hang Seng Index gained 
2.3 percent.

MGM Cotai opens its doors to the public

ce officiates grand opening ceremony

A GRAND Opening Cer-
emony was held yesterday 
at MGM Cotai shortly be-
fore the property’s doors 
were opened to the public. 
The ceremony, which in-
cluded several entertain-

ment acts, was officiated 
by Chief Executive Chui 
Sai On, who was joined by 
Secretary for Economy and 
Finance Lionel Leong and 
Secretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture Alexis Tam.
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Rising tide of travelers from 
China floods Macau, Asia
DEUTSCHE Bank issued a re-

port stating that 14 out of 20 
Macau hotels recently surveyed 
by the research house were fully 
booked out during the Chinese 
New Year (CNY) holidays. In the 
same survey, 12 out of the 20 ho-
tels are now charging room rates 
for CNY this year that are higher 
than last year. 

Room rates have jumped signi-
ficantly, with average rates at Las 
Vegas Sands’s Four Seasons Hotel 
doubling to HKD5,228 (USD670) 
compared with last year, accor-
ding to Morgan Stanley surveys.

Analysts are watching to see if 
Macau fares better this holiday 
than the Golden Week holiday in 
October, when the enclave repor-
ted disappointing visitor number 
and weaker-than-expected ga-
ming revenue. Operators are op-
timistic about this holiday season.

“We are more than full,” Allan 
Zeman, chairman of Wynn Macau 
Ltd., said Monday in a Bloomberg 
TV interview. “I wish we had ano-
ther hotel right now.”

The growth of tourists during the 
CNY holidays in Macau is consis-
tent with a regional trend. A ri-
sing tide of travelers from China 
is spreading out across Asia, out- 
shopping, outspending and out- 
eating every other nation. They are 
filling hotels, tour buses and crui-
se ships. They are overwhelming 
airports and train stations, and 
they are sending home petabytes 
of pictures that encourage their 
compatriots to join the global inva-
sion. Their ranks are being swollen 
by millions of others from arou-
nd Asia, a generation who would 
rather raise their status with a fo-
reign adventure than with a luxury 
bag.

“People’s personal brands are 
being defined by the places they 
visit,” said Simon Russell, chief 
executive officer of London-based 
luxury travel group Scott Dunn, 
which last month bought rival 

Country Holidays Travel from Sin-
gapore to expand its Asian cliente-
le.

China already accounts for more 
than a fifth of the money spent by 
outbound tourists, twice as much 
as the next-biggest spender, the 
U.S., according to the United Na-
tions World Tourism Organiza-
tion. And the Chinese have barely 
started — only around 5 percent 
of them even have passports, and 
the government is issuing about 
10 million new travel documents 
every year.

As with Japan in the 1980s, ci-
tizens of nations that get rich, go 
places. The emerging nations of 
Asia-Pacific will add more than 50 
million new outbound travelers in 
the five years ending in 2021, ac-
cording to Mastercard.

Overwhelmingly, they come 
from a smartphone-addicted ge-
neration that is rewriting the ru-
les. The ubiquitous flag-following 
Chinese tour groups are giving 
way to what the industry calls 
FITs — free, independent trave-
lers — who are using the internet 
to plan itineraries, book flights, 
translate signs and chronicle their 
exploits.

“A lot of customers are wanting 
to do things their way,” said Chang 
Theng Hwee, a Singaporean who 
quit banking 25 years ago to build 
a travel business that offers bes-

poke holidays for wealthy Asians 
in destinations like Antarctica and 
the Himalayas. “They’re not inte-
rested in joining a group.”

The shift is transforming the 
region, unleashing more than 
USD100 billion in infrastructure 
spending for bigger airports and 
jet fleets, new railways, hotels and 
theme parks. The effects of this 
boom include soaring property 
prices, stress on the environment 
and an avalanche of apps and in-
novations that reimagine the way 
we experience the world.

By 2021, Chinese tourists will 
spend $429 billion abroad, ac-
cording to a report by CLSA. And 
they are spreading out. During 
the next three years, Japan, Thai-
land, the U.S. and Australia top 
the must-visit list, according to the 
report, with other destinations in 
Southeast Asia — especially Sin-
gapore, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
the Philippines —  following close 
behind.

For developing nations, that’s 
putting a strain on infrastructure, 
underpinning the biggest airport- 
building program in the region’s 
history. Thailand doesn’t have a 
single international airport that 
isn’t way over its designed capaci-
ty, and long lines at immigration 
are common. At least 178 new air-
ports are planned in Asia-Pacific, 
according to Visa Inc., and hun-

dreds of existing facilities are being 
expanded or upgraded.

The result is a second revolution 
in tourism in the region — one that 
is being fueled by social media: the 
opening up of more islands, cities 
and remote locales to divert vaca-
tioners from the overcrowded and 
increasingly jaded tourist hotspots 
of the 1990s and 2000s.

Indonesia has a plan to create 
“10 Balis,” targeting places like the 
former World War II battleground 
of Morotai Island for new holiday 
destinations. Thailand, which hea-
vily promotes tourism under the 
banner “Amazing Thailand,” has 
teamed up with Japan to build 
a high-speed railway that would 
open up places along the route to 
the north of the country. Neighbor 
Malaysia is countering with its 
own cross-country rail project to 
the coasts of Kelantan and Tereng-
ganu, states promoted this year in 
the capital’s international airport 
under a “Joyful Malaysia” cam-
paign.

At the heart of the changes trans-
forming the industry is the nexus 
of internet, smartphone and big 
data.

 “Travel was one of the first in-
dustries to actually be digitized, 
going all the way to the 1950s,” 
said Douglas Quinby, an Atlanta- 
based travel analyst at research 
firm Phocuswright. “It’s only in 
the last five to seven years that the-
re have been the tools to process 
such incredible amounts of data.”

Quinby says China is leading the 

world in many mobile innovations 
and applications. At the head of 
the pack is Ctrip.com, based in 
Shanghai. Ctrip is China’s domi-
nant online travel-booking plat-
form and second in the world by 
market value to U.S. service Price-
line Group, which is also a major 
investor. The database of informa-
tion it has compiled on Chinese 
travelers is long and detailed.

“We have all of the user data,” 
said Jenna Qian, head of desti-
nation marketing at CTrip. The 
company monitors bookings, 
searches, user demographics and 
consumer life cycle data — every 
action by millions of Chinese tou-
rists from the moment they begin 
to read about a location, to their 
habits and preferences while tra-
veling. “From dream to research to 
booking to sharing, it all happens 
within our platform. Big data is the 
foundation of tourism.”

The information makes Ctrip a 
valuable partner for both inter-
net companies in China like Ten-
cent Holdings and airlines and 
overseas agencies trying to get a 
share of the tourism yuan. The 
data helps predict hotel occupan-
cy levels, ticket sales at attractions, 
traffic levels and scores of other 
travel-related trends.

The link is the smartphone, the 
tourist’s connection with the web, 
a fact that has drawn dozens of 
startups to join the fray in Asia. 
They offer recommendations, 
information, tickets, discounts, 
guides, currency converters and a 
thousand other applications that 
give travelers a bigger choice.

With visitors wielding tablets 
and smartphones, hotels and airli-
nes are realizing they don’t need to 
fill planes and rooms with techno-
logy and content - they just need 
to give the customer control. The 
phone becomes the room key, the 
menu, the bill. MDT/Bloomberg 

one in four jobs created worldwide  
will be related to tourism

FOR THE past seven years, the 
travel-and-tourism sector has 
outperformed the overall econ-
omy every year, contributing as 
much as USD7.6 trillion in 2016, 
including the wider impact on the 

economy, according to the World 
Travel & Tourism Council. Dur-
ing the next decade, the council 
predicts almost one in four jobs 
created worldwide will be related 
to tourism.
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CE visits stallholders 
at Tap Seac Square
Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On 
visited stalls at 
the Lunar New 
Year Fair in Tap 
Seac Square 
on Monday, 
encouraging 
university students to improve their 
understanding and experience in relation to 
running a business.  Chui chatted with young 
local entrepreneurs to learn about their attitudes 
toward the fair, and the nature of the trading 
environment. Among those he spoke to were stall 
operators selling Macau-designed cultural and 
creative products.  The Government Information 
Bureau stated that Chui spent a total of MOP2,868 
at the fair, acquiring calligraphy spring couplets, 
Lunar New Year decorations, and accessories, 
including Year of the Dog motifs, as well as some 
festive flowers.

DSEC gives 42 prizes 
for households 
participating in survey
The Statistics and Census Service (DSEC) awarded 
a total of 42 prizes in the first quarter lucky 
draw for those households who participated in 
the Household Budgets Survey 2017/2018, the 
bureau informed in a statement. According to 
DSEC, the survey, which has been running for four 
months, is a success thanks to the support and 
collaboration of citizens. The prizes were said to be 
an acknowledgment of the contribution of those 
households who completed the surveys.

CRYpTOCURRENCY

Local startup warned to 
halt operations in Japan
MACAU-based company, 

Block Chain Laboratory 
Ltd, which has been encou-
raging investors in Japan to 
invest in cryptocurrency servi-
ces, was warned by Japan’s Fi-
nancial Services Agency (FSA) 
to halt its operations since it is 
not licensed to do business in 
Japan.

The local startup offers semi-
nars and consulting services on 
cryptocurrencies in Japanese, 
according to its website.

According to a Bloomberg 
report, Block Chain’s co-fou-
nder Jay Loi said he could not 
immediately discuss the FSA’s 
order, while FSA officials said 
the company was not applying 
for an exchange license.

Following a revision to the 
payment services bill last April, 
Block Chain Laboratory does 
not meet the criteria of the 
FSA’s regulations.

The regulations permit only 
registered cryptocurrency 
services, or those that have 
applied for registration, to do 
business in Japan.

As cited in reports, the regu-
lator is concerned the com-
pany’s activities could lead to 
investors incurring losses. 

The FSA intends to work with 
the police and the Consumer 
Affairs Agency to bring crimi-
nal charges to the local-based 
firm if it does not respond to 
the warning.

Aside from Block Chain Labo-
ratory, the FSA is also investiga-
ting 15 unregistered exchanges 
on suspicion of wrongdoing.

The FSA have also repeate-
dly advised Blockchain Labo-
ratory to stop its operations in 
Japan but their advice has not 
influenced the company. This 
has forced the agency to issue 
a direct warning and they have 
also named the firm on their 
homepage. 

The Times contacted the 
company but no reply was re-
ceived by press time.

“We have not figured out the 
whole picture, but the number 
seems to only increase as we 
investigate,” an FSA official 
said.

In a separate case, Japanese 
cryptocurrency exchange Coin-
check Inc, which lost USD530 
million worth of digital curren-
cy in a hack, has begun accep-
ting requests to withdraw yen.

The Japanese company, 
which pledged to reimburse 
victims of the hack, was also 
ordered to submit a business 
improvement plan to the FSA, 
explaining how the hack occur-
red and its plans for improving 
its security.

“Protecting customers and 

limiting the extent of dama-
ge are of utmost importance,” 
said Financial Services Minis-
ter Taro Aso. “We will continue 
to address issues to make sure 
consumers are protected.”

The Monetary Authority of 
Macao told the Times that it 
does not approve of such busi-
nesses and that it has reminded 
the financial services industry 
to avoid cryptocurrencies.

“Virtual currency is a virtual 
commodity which is neither 
legal tender nor a financial ins-
trument subject to financial su-
pervision,” the authority pre-
viously wrote in a statement.

“Trading of these commo-
dities involves considerable 
risks, including but not limited 
to those relating to money lau-
ndering and terrorism finan-
cing,” the statement added.

The bureau stressed that it 
has sent a circular memo to re-
mind all banking and payment 
institutions in Macau to not 
participate in cryptocurrency
-related operations in a bid to 
halt such activities in the city.
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Over 10,000 
private flats 
to be made 
available 
IN the fourth quarter of 2017, 

a total of four residential bui-
ldings within the private sector 
obtained the usage permit issued 
by the Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau (DSSOPT). 
These new buildings add 351 
available flats to the residential 
market. 

According to the data released 
yesterday by DSSOPT, there are 
currently 94 residential buildin-
gs under construction or already 
completed, but none of them have 
a usage permit. When the permi-
ts are obtained, more than 10,619 
flats will be available. DSSOPT 
said that there are 200 more resi-
dential buildings currently plan-
ned and that these buildings will 
house 20,529 units.  

Regarding hotels, a total of 
20 hotels are currently under 
construction, with 9,139 rooms. 
Twenty-seven hotels are cur-
rently planned, with a totally of 
5,043 rooms. In 2017, a total of 
four hotels were completed, ad-
ding 1,265 hotel rooms for tou-
rists.  

Fitch upgrades Macau’s 
long-term credit rating  
YESTERDAy, Fitch Ratings 

upgraded the MSAR’s credit 
rating (long-term foreign and 
local currency issuer default ra-
tings) to “AA”.

The international rating agen-
cy pointed out that the Macau 
authorities have “demonstrated 
a commitment to fiscal pruden-
ce” through a period in which 
there was a decrease in reve-
nues for the gaming industry. 
“As a result, the territory’s fis-
cal and external balance sheets 
have strengthened to levels that 
more than offset the significant 
risks associated with its narrow 
economic base and concentra-
tion on mainland Chinese ga-
ming tourism,” Fitch wrote.  

According to Fitch estimates, 
real GDP grew by 8.7 percent 
in 2017, following three years 
of consecutive declines. The im-
proved growth performance can 
be attributed largely to a pick- 
up in gaming activity, though 
private consumption has also 
stabilized. 

The rating agency forecasts 
real GDP growth of 5 percent 

in 2018, a view that incorpora-
tes a leveling in gaming revenue 
growth to around 10 percent, 
and a continuation of ongoing 
infrastructure initiatives aimed 
at enhancing the territory’s con-
nectivity and attractiveness as a 
tourist destination. 

According to estimates, Ma-
cau’s fiscal surplus rose to 10 
percent of GDP in 2017, up 4 

percentage points from a year 
prior, due to a surge in gaming 
revenues and continued ex-
penditure restraint. The 2018 
budget, approved in December 
2017, targets a fiscal surplus of 
MOP6.9 billion (1.6 percent of 
GDP) based on “conservative 
budgeting assumptions that 
imply a 14 percent decline in 
gaming revenues.” Hence, Fitch 

forecasts a 2018 budget surplus 
of 7.2 percent.

Still according to Fitch, “ad-
verse shocks could result from 
an unexpected tightening of 
visa regulations for mainland 
Chinese visitors or an end of 
Macau’s de-jure gaming mono-
poly across greater China, al-
though this is outside of Fitch’s 
baseline expectations.” Other 
risks include “further tighte-
ning of capital-account measu-
res in China, or recently adop-
ted anti-money laundering and 
know-your-customer regula-
tions in Macau.” Fitch says tho-
se factors “could have a direct 
spillover into the territory’s tou-
rism sector, although such mea-
sures do not appear to have had 
a noticeable impact thus far.” 
The agency does not believe 
negotiations on gaming conces-
sion licenses ahead of upcoming 
expiry dates in 2020-2022 pose 
a risk to the territory’s near-
term economic stability. Given 
that “the existing concessio-
naries have already exceeded 
the authorities’ targets to boost 
the proportion of non-gaming 
revenues across the sector,” 
Fitch anticipates the Macau au-
thorities will “link concession 
renewals with further commit-
ments to support the govern-
ment’s ongoing diversification 
efforts.”
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Long-stalled Vegas 
casino-resort gets new life

CNY

Bullet trains are transforming 
the world’s biggest migration
MIllIONS of Chine-

se cram onto trains 
to make the annual pilgri-
mage home for the Lunar 
New Year holiday. It’s a 
crowded and often un-
comfortable experience 
that is rapidly being trans-
formed by the country’s 
push into the world of hi-
gh-speed rail.

China already has the 
globe’s longest bullet-train 
network, but it’s plowing 
3.5 trillion yuan (USD556 
billion) into expanding 
its railway system by 18 
percent over the next two 
years, to 150,000 kilome-
ters, or more than 93,000 
miles.

Much of that will be 
spent on extending the 
high-speed network wes-
tward, which includes 
parts of the country that 
ancient Chinese poet Li 
Bai once lamented were so 
mountainous that getting 

there was as challenging 
as reaching the sky.

Almost 400 million peo-
ple - that’s more than the 
U.S. population - will tra-
vel by train over the Lunar 
New Year, also known as 
Spring Festival. China’s 
factories and offices shut 
down for the week-long 
holiday, which unleashes 
the largest migration of 
humans on the planet. 
Many of the country’s 1.4 
billion citizens return to 
their hometowns for fa-
mily gatherings, or, in-
creasingly, are taking the 
chance to be tourists both 
at home and abroad.

While the advent of cut- 
price flights has dimmed 
the appeal of rail travel in 
other parts of the world, in 
China it’s on the rise. Last 
Spring Festival saw a re-
cord 10.96 million trips on 
one day, and for the first 
time more people took 

bullet trains than conven-
tional ones, according to 
official data.

Almost nonexistent in 
China a decade ago, high- 
speed rail has exploded, 
with more than half of 
the 25,000-kilometer ne-
twork built between 2013 
and 2017. The plan is to 
expand it by more than 50 
percent by 2025, with ei-
ght main bullet-train lines 
running from east to west 
by 2030. China intends to 
have another eight main 
lines running from north 
to south as well.

That will open up the ne-
twork - which was initially 
focused on setting up high- 
speed connections in ma-
jor economic hubs along 
China’s wealthier east 
coast - to the less develo-
ped west.

“These lines provide am-
ple capacity during peak 
travel periods such as the 

Lunar New Year and in 
other times can stimula-
te growth in tourism and 
other businesses in the 
service sector in western 
China,” said Sun Zhang, 
a railway expert at Tongji 
University in Shanghai. 
“High-speed rail will help 
to bridge economic im-
balances between China’s 
east and west.”

The latest of the wes-
tward bullet-train lines 
opened in December, and 
connects Chengdu, the ca-
pital of Sichuan province, 
to Xi’an, a city in China’s 
northwest famed for the 
Terracotta Warriors.

With a top speed of 250 
kilometers an hour, the hi-
gh-speed rail cuts through 
the region’s mountai-
nous terrain in a quar-
ter of the time taken by 
a regular train. The cost 
- which starts at 263 yuan 
(USD42) for a single-trip 

ticket - is about half that 
of a one-way flight.

Chen Gaozhi, a busines-
sman who lives in Xi’an, 
will travel the route this 
week. He’s taking a high- 
speed train back to his 
hometown in Sichuan just 
days ahead of the New 
Year holiday, which starts 
Feb. 15 this year.

“I’ve always flown back 
home during the Lunar 
New Year over the past 10 
years, but 70 to 80 percent 
of the time the flights wou-
ld get delayed,” Gaozhi 
said. “The worst experien-
ce was four years ago when 
I had a flight back to Xi’an 
after the New Year sche-
duled at six in the after-
noon, but the plane didn’t 

take off until midnight.”
This Spring Festival, 

people are expected to 
make an estimated 390 
million rail trips in the 40 
days starting February, 
the typical travel period 
for the holiday. That’s up 
8.8 percent from a year 
earlier, and almost dou-
ble the 200 million trips 
made in 2010. Four of 
the eight high-speed lines 
going from east to west 
are already in operation.

The last time Gaozhi 
took a train back for the 
holiday was when he was 
in college, and it took 
more than 16 hours. This 
time, he said, “it’ll only 
take three hours for me to 
go home.” Bloomberg

Regina Garcia Cano, Las Vegas 

THE Fontainebleau is no 
more. Call it The Drew 
Las Vegas. The hulking, 
bluish casino-resort, 

which has sat unfinished on the 
Las Vegas Strip since 2009 and 
became a poster child of the 
Great Recession, is now schedu-
led to open in late 2020 under a 
partnership between hospitality 
giant Marriott International and 
New York-based global real es-
tate firm Witkoff.

The new luxury property, 
which will feature a casino and 
approximately 4,000 rooms and 
suites, announced Monday that 
it also will be home to the Strip’s 
first JW Marriott.

“It is going to be a design-
forward building, and when we 
bring it all together, people are 
going to say, ‘I really want to 
come back,’” Steven Witkoff, 
chairman and CEO of the real 
estate firm, told The Associated 
Press ahead of the announce-
ment. “The structure here is so 
well-conceived, even from nine 
years ago, that there are a lot of 
possibilities for us to put our im-
print from a design standpoint 
on that property.”

The site near the Circus Circus 
and SLS hotel-casinos, as well 
as the Las Vegas Convention 

Center, has been dormant sin-
ce 2009, about two years after 
privately held Fontainebleau 
Resorts LLC began work on the 
USD2.9 billion, 3,900-room 
project. The 63-story tower was 
70 percent finished when the re-
cession stopped construction.

Business magnate Carl Icahn 
and his firm, Icahn NV Gaming 
Acquisition LLC, bought the 
property out of bankruptcy in 
2010 for $150 million. Witkoff 
and Miami-based investment 
firm New Valley LLC purchased 

it for $600 million in August.
“We think that growth is co-

ming and is going to come here,” 
Witkoff said.

The planned resort will include 
500,000 square feet of conven-
tion and meeting space, as well 
as a variety of entertainment, ni-
ghtlife, retail and more than 20 
dining options. The building’s 
design has not been finalized, but 
the existing pool deck will be “rei-
magined,” Witkoff said, in a way 
that it will differentiate the pro-
perty from others in Las Vegas.

Marriot’s top-end, boutique- 
style “Edition” brand will de-
but in Las Vegas at The Drew. 
The company, whose loyalty 
program has more than 100 
million members, will manage 
the three hotels.

The Strip has not seen a ca-
sino-resort open since 2010, 
when The Cosmopolitan of Las 
Vegas began operations.

Las Vegas hospitality indus-
try veteran John Unwin, who 
took control of a half-finished 
Cosmopolitan in 2009, will be 
involved in overseeing the de-
velopment, launch and opera-
tions of The Drew through the 
consulting firm Two Blackbirds 
Hospitality.

Tony Capuano, executive vice 
president and global chief de-
velopment officer at Marriott 
International, said the com-
pany was particularly attrac-
ted to this project by the half-
million square feet of conven-

tion and meeting space, which 
would be among the largest on 
the Strip.

“Las Vegas is obviously an ex-
traordinary market, principally 
driven by leisure transients and 
group business, and when you 
look at the facilities program 
for the complex, it is uniquely 
positioned to take advantage of 
both of those strong demand 
sectors,” he said. “Obviously, 
with almost 4,000 rooms, it gi-
ves you the scale and footprint 
to compete with many of the 
large, well-known casino-ho-
tels on the Strip.”

The Drew will be one of two 
resorts expected to open on the 
northern end of Strip in 2020. 
The other planned project is 
the years-delayed multibillion-
dollar Resorts World Las Ve-
gas, which will cater to Sin 
City’s Chinese and Chinese-A-
merican tourists. Both sites are 
within a 1.61 kilometer of each 
other, in a less-trafficked area 
of the tourist corridor.

The combined addition of 
7,000 rooms to the area will 
come at the same time that 
a mega expansion of the Las 
Vegas Convention Center is 
expected to be completed. The 
agency responsible for promo-
ting the destination has pro-
jected that the 130,064-squa-
re-meter expansion and reno-
vation of the existing facilities 
will attract 600,000 more visi-
tors every year.

Witkoff said a bridge will con-
nect The Drew to the expanded 
convention center.

“We believe this is a portion 
of the Strip whose time has 
come,” Witkoff said. AP

 The Strip 
has not seen a 
casino-resort 
open since 
2010

This Oct. 12, 2009 file photo shows the stalled Fontainebleau Las Vegas casino-
hotel project in Las Vegas
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BRITAIN will sail a warship 
through the South China Sea 

to assert the right of free passage, 
the country’s defense chief was 
quoted yesterday as saying, po-
tentially increasing friction with 
China, which claims virtually the 
entire strategic waterway.

The Australian newspaper quo-
ted Defense Secretary Gavin 
Williamson as saying the anti-sub-
marine frigate HMS Sutherland 
will sail through the area on its re-
turn from a visit to Australia that 
begins this week.

“She’ll be sailing through the Sou-
th China Sea (on the way home) and 
making it clear our navy has a right 
to do that,” Williamson was quoted 
as telling the paper in an interview.

Williamson didn’t say whether 
the Sutherland would sail near 
Chinese-controlled islands in the 
area as American Navy ships have 
done. Such cruises, known as free-
dom of navigation operations, rou-
tinely draw protests from Beijing.

However, he said Britain fully ba-
cks the U.S. missions that take its 
ships within the 12-nautical mile 

territorial water limit of the Chine-
se-controlled islands.

“We absolutely support the U.S. 
approach on this, we very much 
support what the U.S. has been 
doing,” Williamson said.

China has carried out extensive 
land reclamation work on many 
of the islands and reefs it claims, 
equipping some with air strips and 
military installations.

It wasn’t immediately clear how 
Beijing would respond to the 
ship’s passage, but Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Geng Shuang 
yesterday reasserted China’s insis-
tence that its territorial claims do 
not conflict with international law 

when it comes to freedom of navi-
gation and overflight.

“Thanks to the concerted efforts 
by China and littoral countries in 
the South China Sea, there is no 
problem with freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight in the South 
China Sea at all,” Geng said.

Despite ongoing tensions with 
the U.S. and others, Geng said the 
overall situation in the area is im-
proving.

“We hope the relevant parties, 
especially those outside the region, 
can respect regional countries’ ef-
forts,” he said. The area “now is 
calm and tranquil, we hope the re-
levant sides will not create troubles 

out of nothing.”
Williamson, who visited Austra-

lia earlier this week, told The Aus-
tralian that the U.S. could “only 
concentrate on so many things at 
once.”

“The U.S. is looking for other 
countries to do more. This is a 
great opportunity for the U.K. and 
Australia to do more, to exercise 
leadership.”

China and five other governmen-
ts all claim territory in the South 
China Sea, home to vital sea lanes, 
rich fishing grounds and a poten-
tial wealth of undersea oil and gas. 
Along with building and milita-
rizing its artificial islands, China 
in 2016 rejected an international 
tribunal’s ruling that largely inva-
lidated its claims and has steadily 
increased naval missions and ae-
rial patrols in the area.

Despite the foreign ministry’s re-
latively mild comments, the British 
navy’s actions could cause a rift in 
relations and lead to economic 
retaliation from Beijing, said Shi 
Yinhong, professor of internatio-
nal relations at Beijing’s Renmin 
University. China has long touted 
what it calls a “golden era” in ties 
with Britain, and two weeks ago 
hosted a visit from British Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

“If this happens, it would be 
really serious,” Shi said. “The re-
lationship between China and Bri-
tain will be significantly harmed 
for a period of time.” AP

SOUTh ChINA SEA

Britain plans to sail 
warship in disputed waters
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Anti-submarine frigate HMS Sutherland

China to 
select theaters 
nationwide 
to show 
propaganda 
films
China plans to select 5,000 
movie theaters to screen 
propaganda films and will 
boost their box office with 
group sales, discounted 
tickets and other financial 
backing. The notice from 
the nation’s film regulator 
said the policy is intended 
to promote specific movies 
at special times to create 
a “people’s theater front,” 
a throwback to language 
used during the era of Mao 
Zedong. In keeping with the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
latest initiatives, the policy 
intends to “guide thought 
and educate the people,” 
said the statement, which 
was stamped Jan. 30. Copies 
of it were posted yesterday 
to Chinese websites that 
cover the entertainment 
industry. The number of 
theaters accounts for roughly 
10 percent of China’s total, 
with quotas issued for each 
major city, province and 
autonomous region. 
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SUN ZhENGCAI 

Former Chongqing party boss 
charged with bribery

CHINA told importers 
of a U.S. industrial 

chemical to start posting 
deposits yesterday in pre-
paration for possible an-
ti-dumping duties amid 
rising trade tension with 
Washington.

A preliminary ruling by 
the Ministry of Commer-
ce said styrene monomer 
from the United States, 
South Korea and Taiwan 
is being sold at prices 5 
to 10.7 percent below the 
proper level. The chemical 
is widely used to make pa-
ckaging and consumer pro-
ducts.

Importers must now pay 
cash deposits while the mi-
nistry completes its inves-
tigation.

The ministry said in its 
ruling the Chinese styrene 
industry has been “subs-
tantially damaged” by 
dumping, which occurs 
when manufacturers sell a 
product to another country 
at unusually low prices.

The decision follows U.S. 
President Donald Trump’s 
approval last month of 
higher tariffs on Chine-
se-made solar equipment 
and washing machines that 
Washington said were sold 
at unfairly low costs. The 
Trump administration is 
also due to announce results 
of a probe into whether Bei-
jing improperly pressures 
foreign companies to hand 
over technology, which cou-
ld lead to further penalties.

Beijing’s steady accumu-
lation of multibillion-dollar 
trade surpluses with the 
U.S. — which widened Ja-
nuary to USD21.9 billion — 
has prompted demands for 
import controls.

Meanwhile, Chinese au-
thorities have accused 
Trump of threatening the 
global trade regulation sys-
tem by taking action under 
U.S. law instead of throu-
gh the World Trade Orga-
nization. Beijing has filed 
a challenge in the WTO 
against Washington’s latest 
trade measures.

It also launched an anti-
dumping investigation of 
U.S. sorghum exports ear-
lier this month.

Styrene monomer figures 

largely in foam and plastic 
packaging, as well as low-
cost consumer products, 
which are central to Chi-
na’s booming e-commerce 
industry.

DONAlD TRUMP 
THREATENS ANEW 

Trump threatened anew 
yesterday [Macau time] 
to impose a “reciprocal 
tax” on countries that he 
says abuse their trade re-
lationships with the U.S., 
promising to release more 
details this week.

But White House aides 
said no immediate action 
was expected.

Trump mentioned the 
plan during a White Hou-
se meeting with a group of 

governors and local leaders 
who were invited to discuss 
the USD1.5 trillion infras-
tructure proposal he sent 
to Congress.

Trump has floated the 
idea of a reciprocal tax in 
the past, promising to slap 
it on countries, including 
allies, that take advantage 
of the United States.

The president also ad-
dressed ongoing negotia-
tions over the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
and complained that Cana-
da, which is a party to that 
trade pact along with Me-
xico and the U.S., doesn’t 
treat the U.S. well. He also 
complained about Mexico’s 
treatment of the U.S.

“We cannot continue to 

be taken advantage of by 
other countries,” Trump 
said. “We cannot continue 
to let people come into our 
country and rob us blind, 
and charge us tremendous 
tariffs and taxes, and we 
charge them nothing. We 
cannot allow that to ha-
ppen. We cannot allow it to 
happen.”

He also complained 
about the U.S. losing “vast 
amounts of money” in tra-
de with China, Japan, Sou-
th Korea and other coun-
tries.

“They understand where 
I’m coming from,” Trump 
said, adding that he’s 
talked with all of those 
country and “they unders-
tand it.” MDT/AP

A former Politburo 
member once seen as 
a rising star in Chinese 
politics has been char-

ged with bribery, becoming the 
highest-ranking serving official 
to be ensnared by President Xi 
Jinping’s sweeping anti-corrup-
tion campaign, now in its sixth 
year.

The Supreme People’s Procu-
ratorate announced the indict-
ment of Sun Zhengcai, the for-
mer Communist Party leader of 
the western megacity of Chong-
qing, on its website yesterday.

The announcement said Sun 
“illegally accepted huge amoun-
ts of money and goods” from 
others in return for providing 
them with benefits.

The indictment focused on bri-
bery but leaders have made it 
clear Sun’s alleged offenses were 
largely political in nature.

The chairman of China’s se-
curities regulator said at a major 
party meeting last year that Sun 
and other senior figures pro-
secuted in the crackdown were 
“conspiring openly to usurp par-
ty leadership.”

Sun was expelled from the par-

ty and dismissed from public of-
fice in September because he was 
suspected of “serious discipline 
violations,” a phrase that usually 
refers to bribery and other graft.

Sun, 53, sat on the Politburo 
and had been seen as a candi-

date for promotion to the body’s 
Standing Committee, the select 
group of leaders who constitu-
te the apex of political power in 
China.

He was removed suddenly 
from his Chongqing post and re-
placed by protege Chen Min’er, 
who is tipped to be promoted to 
the Politburo, but not its Stan-
ding Committee.

Sun had been identified most 
closely with the China Youth 
League faction associated with 
Xi’s predecessor, Hu Jintao, 
which Xi has effectively sideli-
ned in the succession process. 
His expulsion will help ensure 
that Xi’s supporters hold strong 
majorities on both the Politburo 
and the smaller Standing Com-
mittee. AP

 Sun had been 
identified with 
the China Youth 
League faction 
associated 
with xi’s 
predecessor, 
hu Jintao Sun Zhengcai, former party secretary of Chongqing

Beijing imposes  
anti-dumping 
measure amid trade 
tensions
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This combination of file photos shows Kim Jong Nam (left) the estranged half-brother of North Korean leader Kim Jong Un

Suspects standing trial Siti Aisyah (left) and Doan Thi Huong

Eileen Ng & Eric Talmadge, 
Kuala Lumpur

LOST in the glare of North 
Korea’s missile launches, 

rhetorical battles with Washin-
gton and charm offensive at the 
Winter Olympics, two women 
stand accused of a crime that 
could send them to the gallows 
— the stunning assassination of 
Kim Jong Un’s estranged half 
brother.

It’s a crime the young Sou-
theast Asian women almost cer-
tainly had a part in — possibly 
without even knowing it.

But just as certainly, the slaying 
of Kim Jong Nam one year ago 
yesterday must have required a 
bigger cast of characters. Peo-
ple who could do the meticulous 
planning, procure the deadly 
and exotic poison and carefully 
wait for the exact moment to act 
so no one would die other than 
the unwitting target in a crow-
ded airport terminal in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia.

Masterminds, in other words. 
Professional killers. And those 
suspects are all long gone.

Instead, the sole defendan-
ts in one of the highest-profile 
political hits in decades are Siti 
Aisyah, 25, of Indonesia and 
Doan Thi Huong, 29, of Viet-
nam. Both are accused of smea-
ring the VX nerve agent on Kim 
Jong Nam’s face last Feb. 13. 
The poison, developed for mili-
tary use, is so potent that Kim 
was dead within two hours.

From the start of their trial last 
October, the women, who befo-
re getting caught up in the as-
sassination plot left rural pover-
ty to work in Southeast Asia’s 
nightlife scene, have claimed 
they were duped into playing 
what they thought was a har-
mless prank for a hidden-came-
ra show. They face a mandatory 
death sentence by hanging if 
convicted.

Lawyers for the women say 
their defense has been handi-
capped by a sloppy investigation 
and by the very conspicuous 
absence of the suspected North 
Korean masterminds.

“As long as the North Korean 
suspects are away, the actual 
truth will never be proven. I 
sincerely believe that the girls 
should be acquitted because we 
have clearly shown that they are 
being used as scapegoats,” said 
Aisyah’s lawyer Gooi Soon Seng.

Both the prosecution and de-
fense agree the women could 
not have been acting entirely 
on their own, and that the cri-
me was carried out as part of a 
plot by a group of North Korean 
agents who recruited, trained 
and supplied them with the VX 
nerve agent.

The prosecution even has a 
pretty good idea who the sus-
pected masterminds are.

Four North Korean suspects 
were seen on airport security 
cameras discarding their be-
longings and changing their 
clothing after the attack. The 
North Korean Embassy has also 
been implicated with an embas-

sy official helping get flights out 
for the four men, and using the 
name of one of its citizens to buy 
a car that was used to take the 
suspects to the airport.

But Malaysian police and pro-
secutors have shied away from 
attaching any political motive to 
the killing.

Malaysian officials have never 
officially accused Pyongyang 
of involvement in Kim’s dea-
th. Instead, they have focused 
narrowly on simply proving the 
women’s guilt. Prosecutors con-
tend the two knew they were 
handling poison, citing security 
camera footage showing them 
rushing to the washroom and 
holding their hands away from 
their bodies after the attack.

“The Malaysian government 
wants it all to go away by trying 
to rush the trial and end it,” said 
James Chin, director of the Asia 
Institute at the University of 
Tasmania in Australia. “Once 
everything is under the bridge, 
which will take years, Malaysia 
and North Korea will likely re-
sume normal relations. The Kim 
Jong Nam case will be just ano-
ther footnote in history.”

Kim, 46, was the eldest son of 
former North Korea leader Kim 
Jong Il and was once seen as the 
potential heir in the family that 
has ruled North Korea since its 
founding.

He had fallen out of favor and 
had been living abroad as the ac-
tual heir Kim Jong Un solidified 
his powerbase. But while Kim 
Jong Nam was not an obvious 
political threat, he may have 
been seen as a potential rival to 
his brother.

A police witness told the court 
last month that Kim met with an 
unidentified Korean-American 
man at a Malaysian resort island 
four days before he was killed. 
The policeman was asked by de-
fense lawyers about a Japanese 
newspaper report that the man 

was a U.S. intelligence agent 
based in Bangkok and that the 
meeting might have been one of 
the reasons why Pyongyang de-
cided to silence Kim.

To bolster the theory, the court 
heard about forensics analy-
sis of Kim’s laptop that showed 
some data had been accessed 
from a USB drive inserted into 
the laptop on the day of the 
meeting. Kim was also carrying 
USD138,000 in cash when he 
was killed.

Close ties between Malaysia 
and North Korea have badly 
frayed since the killing.

While it isn’t one of North Ko-
rea’s key diplomatic partners, 
Malaysia had been one of the 
few places in the world where 
North Koreans could previously 

travel without a visa, providing a 
quiet destination for North Ko-
reans looking for jobs, schools 
and business deals.

Malaysian officials have hinted 
since the assassination about 
ending diplomatic ties with 
Pyongyang and chided the regi-
me over its nuclear ambitions.

For now, North Korea still 
maintains its embassy in an ups-
cale suburb in Kuala Lumpur. 
But it has refused to cooperate 
with Malaysian authorities in-
vestigating the case and accu-
sed Malaysia of conniving with 
its enemies. Both countries wi-
thdrew their ambassadors and 
ended visa-free travel for each 
other’s citizens. North Korea 
blocked nine Malaysians from 
leaving the country and Malay-

sia responded in kind, barring 
North Koreans from exiting its 
soil.

As part of a deal to end the 
diplomatic row, Malaysia re-
turned Kim’s body and three 
suspects hiding in the North 
Korean Embassy to Pyongyang 
in exchange for the nine Malay-
sians just weeks after the killing.

The trial resumes on Feb. 22, 
with prosecutors expected to 
rest their case by April or early 
May.

If the judge finds there is no 
case against the women, they 
will be freed. If he rules otherwi-
se, the defense will be called and 
the trial will continue for seve-
ral more months. An appeal to 
higher courts could add several 
more years. AP

MALAYSIA TRIAL

Year after Kim’s killing, suspected 
masterminds evade justice

 Lawyers for 
the women say 
their defense 
has been 
handicapped 
by a sloppy 
investigation 
and by the 
conspicuous 
absence of 
the suspected 
masterminds
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phILIppINES

Duterte slammed over threat 
to shoot rebels in the genitals
HUMAN rights groups 

condemned the Phi-
lippine president 
yesterday for saying 

that troops should shoot female 
communist rebels in the genitals 
to render them “useless,” which 
they said could encourage se-
xual violence and war crimes.

The left-wing group Karapatan 
said President Rodrigo Duterte 
“has distinguished himself as a 
frothing-in-the-mouth fascist 
who incites the worst violations 
of international humanitarian 
law.”

Duterte’s remarks “are but the 
latest of the series of this mad-
man’s display of tyranny, lunacy 
and machismo,” Karapatan Se-
cretary General Cristina Palabay 
said.

The U.S.-based group Human 
Rights Watch said the remark 
last week was the latest in a “se-
ries of misogynist, derogatory 
and demeaning statements he 
has made about women” that 
encourage state forces to com-
mit sexual violence during ar-
med conflicts.

In a rambling speech before 
surrendered communist rebels, 
Duterte spoke about the futility 
of their decades-old insurgency 
and how his administration can 
help them return to normal life.

Duterte asked why even wo-
men join the insurgency and 
abandon their families.

At one point, he said without 
elaborating: “Tell the soldiers. 
There’s a new order coming 
from the mayor. We won’t kill 
you. We will just shoot your 
vagina so that [...] if there is no 
vagina, it would be useless.”

The remarks elicited laughter 
from the audience.

Duterte spoke in the Bisaya 
dialect. An official transcript of 
the president’s speech issued 
by the government omitted the 
word “vagina” and expletives 
from his remarks.

A longtime mayor of southern 
Davao city, where he built a 
reputation for his extra-tough 
approach to criminality and his 
brash, often sex-laden remarks, 
Duterte has acknowledged his 
rough ways but suggested many 
Filipinos have come to accept 
him.

Western governments and 
human rights watchdogs have 
expressed alarm over his cra-
ckdown on illegal drugs, which 
has left thousands of mostly 
poor suspects dead. He has 
lashed out at critics, including 
European governments, which 
he told Monday “to go to hell” 
for imposing conditions on fi-
nancial aid.

Duterte said he has told Eu-
ropean officials he won’t attend 
an upcoming meeting between 
Southeast Asian and European 
leaders.

“They say that I have a bad 
mouth. It’s true. They say that 
I’m not a statesman, not fit for 
a president, and that’s true,” 
Duterte said in a speech Mon-
day, referring to his critics. 
“But the problem here is that I 
won.”

Steve Rood, a Manila-based 
political analyst, said many Fi-
lipinos like Duterte’s unortho-
dox style and his charm when 
he talks to them in an intimate 
way, as if his speeches were not 
being broadcast.

With crime easing and recent 
public surveys showing satis-
faction with Duterte’s adminis-
tration, the president’s oppo-
nents may do better if they 
focus on issues such as traffic 
jams in the capital and rising 
rice prices, he said.

“A focus on President Duter-
te’s colorful language is not the 
productive way to engage the 
Philippine domestic audience,” 
Rood said.

“I think even if he curses a 
thousand a times, it’s OK with 
the people,” said Ramon Casi-
ple, another analyst.

He said protests would have 
no major impact unless they’re 
backed by the masses, which 
hope Duterte’s tough approach 
will help him fight poverty and 
other social ills. “It’s hard to 
make a judgment now because 
his efforts are ongoing,” Casi-
ple said. AP
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USA

Bill, Melinda Gates turn attention 
toward poverty in America
Sally Ho, Kirkland (Wash.)

BIll and Melinda Gates, as 
the world’s top philanthro-

pists, are rethinking their work 
in America as they confront what 
they consider their unsatisfac-
tory track record on schools, the 
country’s growing inequity and 
a president they disagree with 
more than any other.

In an interview with The As-
sociated Press, the couple said 
they’re concerned about Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s “America 
first” worldview. They’ve made 
known their differences with the 
president and his party on is-
sues including foreign aid, taxes 
and protections for immigrant 
youth in the country illegally.

And they said they’re now di-
gging into the layers of U.S. po-
verty that they haven’t been dee-
ply involved with at the national 
level, including employment, 
race, housing, mental health, in-
carceration and substance abu-
se.

“We are not seeing the mobility 

out of poverty in the same way 
in the United States as it used to 
exist,” Melinda Gates said.

The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation is studying these 
topics with no plans yet for any 
particular initiatives, though it 
has done related work at home 

in Washington state on a much 
smaller scale. Last year, it fun-
ded a grant for the Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities to 
look into state and federal poli-
cies that can reduce poverty.

Once the world’s richest man, 
Microsoft co-founder Bill Gates 

has marked a decade since tran-
sitioning away from the tech 
giant to focus on philanthropy. 
He said he’s had two meetings 
with Trump, where they dis-
cussed innovation in education, 
energy and health — including 
vaccines, which Trump has voi-
ced skepticism about.

“I got, both times, to talk about 
the miracle of vaccines and how 
those are good things,” Bill Ga-
tes said.

Melinda Gates, who left her job 
at Microsoft to raise their three 
children before turning to the 
foundation full-time, has lately 
embraced her role as a public fi-
gure more boldly. She called out 
Trump’s behavior, saying the 
president has a responsibility to 
be a good role model when he 
speaks and tweets, and that his 
verbal attacks don’t belong in 
the public discourse.

“You just have to go look in 
Twitter to see the disparaging 
comments over and over and 
over again about women and 
minorities,” Melinda Gates said. 

“That’s just not what I believe. 
It’s not the world that I see.”

Trump has said he’s a counter-
puncher who goes after people 
when they go after him, only 10 
times harder.

Taking a more reflective review 
of their work than in years past, 
the couple in their annual letter 
published Tuesday also answe-
red 10 questions critics often 
ask them. They acknowledge it’s 
unfair that they have so much 
wealth and influence but reject 
the notion that they’re imposing 
their values on other cultures.

“Behind the scenes, these are 
the tough, tough questions that 
people are asking us, and yeah, 
we have to wrestle with them 
ourselves,” Melinda Gates said 
in the Feb. 1 interview.

Since 2000, the Seattle-based 
private foundation has amas-
sed an endowment worth over 
USD40 billion, which includes 
a large portion of billionaire in-
vestor Warren Buffett’s fortune. 
The Gates Foundation has given 
money to various programs in 
more than 100 countries, as well 
as in all 50 states and Washing-
ton, D.C.

U.S. education initiatives are a 
distant funding priority for the 
foundation, but the USD450 
million the Gateses spend an-
nually on the issue makes them 
the top funders of schools re-
form in America. AP
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Writer Bridget Lawless

UK

A prize for thrillers without 
female victims divides opinion
Jill Lawless, London 

IT’S a chilling cliche of 
thrillers that women of-
ten end up abducted, abu-
sed or dead.

One writer is so sick of the 
violence that she has set up 
a book prize to reward crime 
novels “in which no woman is 
beaten, stalked, sexually ex-
ploited, raped or murdered.” 
The contest has some writers 
and readers cheering, but 
others say it could deter au-
thors from tackling tough real- 
life issues.

The Staunch Book Pri-
ze offers a 2,000 pound 
(USD2,800) purse and is open 
to published and unpublished 
books alike.

London-based writer and 
educator Bridget Lawless fou-
nded the contest after growing 
weary of violence against wo-
men being a “go-to motivator” 
in books, films and TV shows.

“We haven’t really moved on 
too far from the silent movies,” 
said Lawless, who argues that 

violence against women in fic-
tion has become both numbin-
gly commonplace and increa-
singly explicit. “Women are 
still being tied to the tracks, 
but now they have got to be ra-
ped first.”

Lawless says she has been 
surprised by the strength of 

reaction to the idea, which was 
partly inspired by the “Me Too” 
movement against Hollywood 
sexual harassment. Within 
weeks of being announced, the 
prize has acquired a website, a 
judging panel — Lawless, co-
median Doon Mackichan and 
literary agent Piers Blofield — 

and international media cove-
rage.

The Staunch Prize is open 
for submissions from Feb. 22 
to July 15, with the winner 
announced on Nov. 25, the 
International Day for the Eli-
mination of Violence Against 
Women.

Lawless thinks the reception 
is connected to the dam-burst 
of women’s stories unleashed 
by sexual-misconduct allega-
tions against powerful men in 
entertainment, politics, busi-
ness and the media.

“Lots and lots of readers have 
written personal messages to 
me to say ‘thank goodness,’” 
she said.

She said that at a time when 
“women are very seriously 
talking about violence that’s 
happened to them [...]                 a 
lot of people don’t want to go 
home and then mop up lots of 
violence against women in li-
terature.”

But what about those who 
do? Women make up a lar-
ge portion of thriller readers 

and authors, and female crime 
writers have been among the 
strongest critics of the prize.

Crime novelist Sophie Han-
nah, whose latest book is the 
mystery thriller “Keep Her 
Safe”, wrote in The Guardian 
that it’s vital to tell stories in 
which violence “is subjected to 
psychological and moral scru-
tiny, and punished.”

“Reading the eligibility crite-
ria, it’s hard to avoid the con-
clusion that the prize actively 
sets out to discourage crime 
fiction, even of the highest 
quality, that tackles violence 
against women head-on,” she 
wrote.

Scottish crime writer Val 
McDermid said good writers 
“want to address these issues 
— not by ignoring them but 
by dealing with them in a way 
that isn’t exploitative.”

“As long as women are dying 
at the hands of violent men, I 
am going to write about this. 
Because not to write about it is 
to pretend it’s not happening,” 
McDermid told the BBC.

Lawless says she is not trying 
to limit writers’ freedom, but 
just wants readers to have a 
choice.

“I’m not telling everyone 
they shouldn’t write it or read 
it,” she said. “It’s not censor-
ship or a ban. It’s just saying: 
‘Come on, can’t we find some 
other stories?’” AP
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:30
17:35
18:25
19:15
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:35
00:50
03:45

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
Miscellaneous
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
TDM Interview (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Miscellaneous    
You, Me and the Apocalypse Sr. 1 - Season Finale
Brazilian Soap Opera
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live
Champions League: Porto x Liverpool (Live) 

cinema

what’s ON ...

Think Brick – Play and learn wiTh leGO® 
educaTiOn
Time: 10am-6pm (closed on Thursdays; open on 
public holidays)
unTil: February 25, 2018 
Venue: Macao Science Center 
admissiOn: MOP25 
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

The GOlden Parade –imPerial weaPOnry 
frOm The Palace museum
Time: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
unTil: March 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admissiOn: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

lanGuaGe & The arT Of Xu BinG
Time: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
unTil: March 4, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admissiOn: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

mOnkey kinG
Time: 4pm & 8pm daily (except on Thursdays) 
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
admissiOn: MOP420, MOP480, MOP680, 
MOP880, MOP1080 
cOTai TickeTinG: (853) 2882 8818 
kOnG senG TickeTinG: (853) 2855 5555 

imaGinary BeinGs – illusTraTiOns By ana 
araGãO
Time: 12pm-8pm (closed on Mondays)
unTil: February 21, 2018 
Venue: Taipa Village Art Space 
admissiOn: Free 

this day in history

Cold feet can’t stop naked models from parading around 
New York City.

Dozens of body-painted models walked through the chilly 
streets and posed for photos in a drizzle last weekend as 
part of the Polar Bear Paint, a nude spin on the traditional 
polar bear plunges that see people in swimsuits dive into 
frigid waters to celebrate the New Year.

The Polar Bear Paint was organized by artist Andy Go-
lub, who uses body painting as a way to promote human 
connection through art.

The models were painted in a Times Square studio and 
then gathered outside, where the temperature was about 
50 degrees Fahrenheit (10 degrees Celsius) and a fairly 
heavy rain subsided and then stopped.

Golub says the Polar Bear Paint models “almost brought 
the sunshine” with them.

 Offbeat
dozens of nude models brave 
cold, rain for polar bear paint

Iranian Muslim leader Ayatollah Khomeini has issued a 
death threat against British author Salman Rushdie and 
his publishers over the book Satanic Verses.

Scotland Yard is providing the author with specialist pro-
tection and advice and all 11,000 staff at publishers Viking 
have received internal memos about the potential danger.

Security has been increased at offices, bookshops and 
distribution depots.

Mr Rushdie’s editorial director has said a promotional 
tour of America may have to be cancelled.

The Ayatollah - as Imam, or chief spiritual guide, of Shia 
Muslims across the world - broadcast a fatwa (edict) on 
Tehran Radio to eliminate the writer and declared the rest 
of the day should be one of mourning.

His message said: “I inform the proud Muslim people 
of the world that the author of the Satanic Verses book, 
which is against Islam, the Prophet and the Koran, and 
all those involved in its publication who are aware of its 
content are sentenced to death.”

Mr Rushdie, 42, responded hours later. “I am very sad it 
should have happened,” he said. “It is not true this book 
is a blasphemy against Islam.

“I doubt very much Khomeini or anyone else in Iran has 
read this book or anything more than selected extracts 
taken out of context.”

He explained the Satanic Verses attempts to investigate 
conflicts between religious and secular viewpoints.

Published last September, the Satanic Verses has sold 
100,000 hardback copies in the UK and US and was run-
ner up for the Booker and Whitbread literary awards.

Already banned in five countries, the first demons-
trations against the book took place in Bradford, West 
Yorkshire, where a copy was publicly burned.

Politicians in Westminster have expressed outrage at 
the threat and have called on the government to complain 
formally to Iran.

The Iranian Prime Minister Hussain Mousavi has sanc-
tioned Hezbollah groups to “take the necessary action” 
against the author.

Courtesy BBC News

1989 ayatollah sentences 
          author to death

in context
Protests against the Satanic Verses took place across the world 
and several individuals were assaulted in connection with it.
Salman Rushdie spent the next nine years living in 30 secret 
locations across the UK.
He denied reports that police protection cost up to £11m a 
year.
In September 1998, the new Iranian President Mohammed 
Khatami publicly declared the state would not support the 
fatwa.
Mr Rushdie was able to make more public appearances, in-
cluding a cameo in the film Bridget Jones’ Diary.
However Islamic hardliners continue to uphold the death 
sentence and one Iranian foundation has put a $2.8m bounty 
on the author’s life.
Technically a fatwa cannot be revoked and only dies with the 
person it is directed against.

cineteatro
13 feb

ozzy
room 1
02:15, 04:00pm
director: alberto rodriguez
language: Cantonese 

agent Mr Chan
room 1
5:45, 7:45, 9:45pm
director: Cheung Ka Kit
starring: dayo wong tze wah, Charmaine sheh sze Man    
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 

blaCK Panther
room 2
(2d) 02:15, 04:45, 9:45pm
(3d) 07:15pm
director: ryan Coogler
starring: Chadwick boseman, lupita nyong’o      
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 134min

Code geass lelouCh of the rebellion - 
ePisode 1
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
director: goro taniguchi    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 135 min

fate/stay night: heaven’s feel -  
i. Presage flower
room 3
5:00, 7:15pm
director:  tomonori sudô 
starring:  ayako Kawasumi, Jôji nakata, noriaki sugiyama    
language: Japanese (Chinese) 
duration: 120 min
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aCross: 1-Unsaid; 6- Strong woody fiber; 10- Blockhead; 14- Having wings; 
15- Lunchbox treat; 16- Asian river; 17- Atari founder Bushnell; 18- Of high grade; 
19- Tuneful Horne; 20- Stone marker; 21- Footsie; 23- T.G.I.F. part; 25- Mined 
mineral; 26- Goya subject; 29- Hideout; 32- Tawdry; 37- May ___ excused?; 38- 
Gone by; 39- Doctrine maker; 40- In spite of; 43- Power problem; 44- Church 
service; 45- Chang’s twin; 46- Remains; 47- Dynamic intro; 48- Manipulates; 49- 
Bit; 51- Arrest; 53- Like some airport shopping; 58- Defamation; 62- Bandleader 
Puente; 63- Kansas city; 64- Hawk’s home; 65- Slippery ___ eel; 66- Barbecue 
fare; 67- One cubic meter; 68- Reverberate; 69- Coup d’___; 70- President before 
Polk;
 
down: 1- Makes brown; 2- Very much; 3- Racer Yarborough; 4- Roma’s land; 
5- Dogma; 6- Box office hit; 7- Seed covering; 8- Elder; 9- ___ is human...; 10- 
Surrealist Salvador; 11- Sign of things to 
come; 12- Respiratory organ; 13- Singing 
syllable; 22- Wyoming range; 24- Roofing 
stone; 26- Legendary ruler of Crete; 
27- Circa; 28- Volkswagen model; 30- 
Volcanic fallout; 31- “Who’s there?” reply; 
33- Besides; 34- Attempts; 35- Heavy 
metric weight; 36- Safecrackers; 38- 
Pigpen; 39- Person who dresses stones; 
41- Method; 42- Cigarette ingredient; 47- 
Deft; 48- State of existing; 50- Flaming; 
52- As ___ resort; 53- Frisbee, e.g.; 54- 
D-Day beach; 55- Up ___ good; 56- Exile 
isle; 57- Toward sunrise; 59- Songwriter 
Jacques; 60- Dublin’s land; 61- Dirty look; 
62- ___ kwon do;

THE BOrN LOSEr by Chip SansomYOUr STArS
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Yesterday’s solution

CrOSSWOrDS USEFUL TELEpHONE NUmBErS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHEr

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

-12
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-1
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flurry                
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cloudy/clear        
clear               

cloudy/overcast     
cloudy/snow shower  

cloudy              
cloudy              

clear               
clear/cloudy        

clear               
cloudy              

clear/cloudy        
cloudy              
cloudy              
cloudy              

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your normal direct approach needs 
a bit of adjustment, especially 
if you’re trying to back out of 
something you agreed to quite a 
while ago. There’s no need to hem 
and haw.

April 20-May 20
Risk-taking and self-righteousness 
present themselves as the best 
possible options today, but if 
you think harder, you can tweak 
the situation with a little of your 
famous charm.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Let your natural smarts and intuition 
be your guide today, especially when 
dealing with relationships. For the 
next few days, you can see more 
deeply beneath the surface to what’s 
happening on another level.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your sensitivity to your people is 
totally adorable, but it’s past time 
to start thinking about what you 
need to do for yourself. Start out 
with something easy but vital, and 
make it happen right away. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The party just can’t stop - not 
with you in the middle of it, 
anyway! Take the show on the 
road, because the celebration is 
even sweeter if you pick up a few 
random roamers. 

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You certainly don’t have to follow 
their advice, but you do feel a sense 
of obligation to at least listen. Being 
respectful pays off, even though all 
you want is to move on to the next 
engagement.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Exploration of emotions and 
communication style are on 
your mind, so don’t be too 
shocked if you end up staying 
up too late enmeshed in a deep 
conversation.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
An impulse buy might appear 
to have your name all over it, 
but don’t get so caught up in the 
excitement that you forget what 
you’ve got all that extra cash 
reserved for. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re being swallowed up by the 
good energy of the universe, but 
knowing you, it’s something you’ve 
just got to share. What seemed at 
first like an awkward situation is 
now simple to smooth over.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
An unexpected message comes 
your way, so keep your eyes and 
ears open - as well as your IM 
window and your inbox. You 
may be thinking about the long-
term.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Asking for something could be 
touchy for now, but your energy 
is telling you there’s no time like 
the present. All you have to do is 
consider how, exactly, you should 
word your request. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
With your own life energy 
expanding like it has been, you’re 
more likely to want to reveal than 
conceal. What could go wrong if 
you lay it all out for everyone to 
see?

  Aquarius Pisces
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Ronaldo Neymar

FOOTBALL | ChAMpIONS LEAGUE

Ronaldo-Neymar 
showdown with 
jobs at stake
Thursday, 3:45am 
Real Madrid v Paris St Germain 
H 2.47, D 3.86, A 2.9

THE Champions League resumes with 
a mouthwatering meeting of the aris-

tocrats and the disruptors of European 
soccer.

The hosts: Real Madrid, the indisputab-
le kings of the continent with 12 titles led 
by five-time world player of the year Cris-
tiano Ronaldo.

The visitors: Paris Saint-Germain, the 
upstarts who bulldozed soccer’s transfer 
record to hitch Neymar to the Qatari-fun-
ded mission to join soccer’s elite.

The Santiago Bernabeu is the stage to-
morrow [Thursday, 3:45am] for Neymar’s 
return to Spain six months after the heir 
to Ronaldo’s throne was prized away from 
Barcelona for 222 million euros.

“[Neymar and Ronaldo] are both quick, 
very strong one-on-one, they play quickly 
and put a lot of intensity into their ga-
mes,” said PSG winger Angel Di Maria, a 
Champions League winner alongside Ro-
naldo at Madrid in 2014. “Ney is smaller, 
and that’s perhaps his advantage. But 
they are both capable of turning games.”

Only one of the superstars can advance 
from the round of 16 games in Madrid 
and Paris over the next month.

The 26-year-old Neymar is chasing the 
supreme status already attained by Ro-
naldo.

“He lives and breathes goals,” Madrid 
coach Zinedine Zidane said of Ronaldo, 
underscoring the 33-year-old Portugue-
se forward’s enduring influence on the 
team. Ronaldo has helped Madrid win 
three of the last four Champions League 
titles, with two goals in last season’s final 
victory over Juventus.

Juventus helps to open the knockout 

phase this week against Tottenham on 
Tuesday when Manchester City travels 
to Basel. Liverpool is away against Porto 
on Wednesday but it will take something 
special to seize the spotlight from the 
Spanish capital.

“This tie,” Ronaldo said, “could define 
the whole season.”

It’s not just a place in the quarterfinals 
at stake for PSG and Madrid. The losing 
coach is likely to find himself out of work 
by the end of the season.

Only two months ago, Zidane lifted the 
Club World Cup for a second successive 
year but his job prospects could be de-
pendent on winning a third successive 
Champions League title.

So much has gone wrong domestically. 
Madrid languishes in fourth place and 17 
points behind Barcelona in La Liga and is 
out of the Copa del Rey.

In Paris, Unai Emery is still haunted by 
last season’s failures. He clung to power 
despite being deposed as French cham-
pions and an astonishing collapse at this 
stage to Barcelona.

“We’re stronger than last season,” Di 
Maria said.

Certainly in France where PSG has pul-
led 12 points clear of defending champion 
Monaco.

But while PSG can bully most teams, it 
is vulnerable against those playing with 
aggression and closing down high up the 
pitch. That was evident in a loss to Lyon 
last month when PSG panicked in defen-
se and conceded a stoppage-time goal.

PSG will be hoping the decision to in-
vest so much of its resources in securing 
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe does not ba-
ckfire against Madrid.

Di Maria has been in stronger form than 
Mbappe recently, scoring four times in 
the last month compared to the 19-year
-old forward’s solitary effort. MDT/AP



wed 14.02.2018

SPORTS體育macau’s leading newspaper 19
 

th Anniversary

 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

WINTER OLYMpICS

Chloe Kim takes family 
on one more epic ride
Eddie Pells, Pyeongchang

CHlOE Kim stamped 
her name on a new era 
of snowboarding with 
a run down the halfpi-

pe that, officially, did not mean 
anything, but to her, meant 
everything.

The Olympic gold medal was 
already hers but she knew she 
could do better. So, she cin-
ched on her gloves, cranked up 
“Motorsport” on her iPod, said 
“This one’s for you Grams” — a 
shout-out to her South Korean 
grandmother, who was watching 
her in person for the first time — 
and dropped into the halfpipe to 
make history.

On the last run of yesterday’s 
sunsplashed final, Kim hit ba-
ck-to-back 1080-degree spins 
on her second and third jumps 
— repeating a combination no 
other woman has ever done in a 
competition.

She landed them squarely, 
sent her already super-hyped fa-
mily at the bottom into overdri-
ve and sent out the message that 
everyone from grandma to those 

at the roots of this sport love to 
hear: “I knew I wasn›t going to 
be completely satisfied taking 
home the gold, but knowing that 
I could›ve done better.”

The 17-year-old from Califor-
nia made it look easy, but only 
afterward did she concede how 
difficult the past several months 
have been. Her story has been 
told and sold and marketed for 
gold: Her parents both emigra-
ted to the United States from 
South Korea, and though it 
was more coincidence than any 
grand plan, Kim making her 
Olympic debut in the country 
where her family was from set 
up a sure path to stardom in the 
halfpipe and beyond.

She has commanded the pro-
gression in women’s snowboar-
ding for at least two years now, 
and it was hard to imagine anyo-
ne beating her on the sport’s 
biggest stage, at her official co-
ming-out party. But halfpipes 
are hard, the snow is frozen and 
nothing is for sure.

“There is a lot of pressure revol-
ving around these games,” she 
said. “You wait for four years to 

come here and it’s definitely a lot 
of hype around a 1 1/2, 2-hour 
time period. It’s pretty nerve- 
wracking. You know you’re at 
the Olympics. It’s been a dream 
of mine since I was a little girl, to 
land a run that’s very important 
for me.”

She didn’t have to do it.
In the first of the day’s three 

runs, she flew higher than anyo-
ne on her opening straight air, 
then landed one 1080, and clo-
sed with a pair of inverted spins, 
each with well-timed, easy-to-
see grabs of the board that the 
judges appreciate. Her score 
there was a 93.75, which put her 
nearly nine points clear of the 
other 11 riders, none of whom 
would crack 90.

The rest of the day was a con-
test for second, and China’s Liu 
Jiayu won it. She said injuries 
made her reboot and reconnect 
with her love of the sport, regar-
dless of the result. It will be in-
teresting to see how the 25-year- 
old’s attitude shifts four years 
hence, at the Winter Olympics in 
Beijing.

Third place went to another 

young American: 21-year-old 
Arielle Gold, who casually an-
nounced afterward that she had 
separated her shoulder here on 
the second day of training, much 
the way she did on a training run 
in Sochi four years ago that for-
ced her to scratch from the com-
petition.

“The doctors [say] that the 
more that it happens, the less 
impactful it is,” Gold said.

That bronze-medal run pushed 
Kelly Clark — she of the one gold 
and two Olympic bronzes — into 
fourth. This was Clark’s fifth 
Olympics, and the 34-year-old 
left the halfpipe with her own 
future to consider, but knowing 
the future of the sport she hel-
ped bring to the masses is in very 
good hands.

“Chloe’s an outstanding 
snowboarder, but I’m more 
proud of her for how she’s han-
dled herself as a person,” Clark 

said. “She’s handled success and 
pressure with grace and class, 
and it’s refreshing.”

Kim’s journey included two 
years in Switzerland, where 
she lived with her aunt, lear-
ned French and honed her 
snowboarding skills.

Her father, Jong Jin, gave up 
his job to chase his daughter’s 
dream.

Down in the fans section, whe-
re Jong Jin was joined by his 
wife, Boran, along with Chloe’s 
two sisters, three aunts, two cou-
sins, and her 75-year-old grand-
ma, dad pointed to himself and 
said “American dream,” then let 
out a big whoop.

“I did, like, a 12-year sacrifice, 
and finally I got my reward,” he 
said. “Thank you very much [to] 
my daughter.”

She put on quite a show, and 
she will be rewarded in ways 
large and small. Heck, her Insta-
gram following nearly doubled, 
to 350,000, since she arrived in 
South Korea — and that was be-
fore she won the gold.

But deep down, she knows 
where the real thanks belonged. 
Her way of giving it was the clas-
sic run she put down at the end.

“To just quit work and travel 
with your kid full-time, leaving 
your wife behind and really cha-
sing this dream because your kid 
is really passionate about this 
sport, I’m always so thankful for 
that,” she said. “And today, I really 
did it for my family and everything 
they’ve done for me.” AP

 her story 
has been told 
and sold and 
marketed 
for gold: her 
parents both 
emigrated to 
the US from 
South Korea
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Oxfam’s deputy chief executive 
resigns in haiti scandal

Oxfam’s deputy chief executive resigned yester-
day, saying she took “full responsibility” for fai-
ling to act immediately in the sexual misconduct 
scandal involving the charity’s workers in Haiti 
following the 2010 earthquake. 

Penny Lawrence, Oxfam program director at the 
time, said she was “ashamed that this happened 
on my watch.”

At an emergency meeting with British govern-
ment officials, Oxfam’s leaders “also made a full 
and unqualified apology” and spoke of a “deep 

sense of disgrace and shame,” said British Deve-
lopment Secretary Penny Mordaunt.

Mordaunt had threatened to pull public funding 
from Oxfam unless the charity revealed every-
thing it knows about the Haiti allegations.

Still, it’s unclear whether the resignation and the 
apology will quell the scandal, which first emerged 
when the Times of London reported that seven 
former Oxfam staff members who worked in Haiti 
faced misconduct allegations that included using 
prostitutes and downloading pornography.
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richard Whitfield

Koreas Kim Jong Un 
said it is important to 
continue a reconciliatory 
mood between the Koreas 
and expressed satisfaction 
with the North Korean 
delegation’s visit to the 
South, in his first remarks 
since the high-level guests 
led by his sister returned 
to the North. Kim was 
impressed with Seoul’s 
welcome and treatment of 
the high-level delegation.

usa donald Trump 
unveiled a USd4.4 trillion 
budget plan that envisions 
steep cuts to America’s 
social safety net but 
mounting spending on 
the military, formally 
retreating from last year’s 
promises to balance the 
federal budget. If enacted 
as proposed, though no 
presidential budget ever is, 
the plan would establish 
an era of $1 trillion-plus 
yearly deficits.

south afriCa’s ruling 
party says the scandal-
tainted president 
Jacob Zuma (pictured) 
must leave office. Ace 
Magashule, secretary-
general of the African 
National Congress, 
said the ANC’s national 
executive committee has 
decided to “recall” Zuma, 
who has been discredited 
by corruption scandals. If 
Zuma refuses his party’s 
instruction, the matter 
could go to parliament for 
a vote on a motion of no 
confidence.

Measles The European 
Centre for disease 
prevention and Control 
says the number of 
measles cases across 
the continent tripled last 
year and is continuing to 
cause new outbreaks due 
to low immunization rates. 
In an update published 
this month, the agency 
said more than 14,400 
cases were reported by 
30 countries last year 
— compared with about 
4,600 cases the year 
before. 

Jake pearson, New York

DONAlD Trump Jr.’s 
wife was taken to a New 

York City hospital as a pre-
caution after she opened an 
envelope addressed to her 
husband that contained an 
unidentified white powder, 
though police later said the 
substance wasn’t dangerous, 
authorities said.

The frightening episode ha-
ppened after 10 a.m. [Mon-
day, ECT] when Trump, 40, 
opened the letter addressed 
to the president’s son at her 
mother’s midtown Manhat-
tan apartment, investigators 
said. She called 911 and said 
she was coughing and felt 
nauseous, police said.

“Thankful that Vanessa 
& my children are safe and 
unharmed after the incredi-
bly scary situation that oc-
curred this morning,” Donald 
Trump Jr. wrote on Twitter. 
“Truly disgusting that certain 
individuals choose to express 
their opposing views with 
such disturbing behavior.”

The New York Fire Depart-
ment said it treated three pa-
tients who were then taken to 
a hospital for evaluation.

Police said the envelope 
contained a letter but provi-
ded no other details.

Detectives from the New 
York Police Department’s in-
telligence division and Secret 

Service agents were investi-
gating.

Secret Service Special Agent 
Jeffrey Adams said in a sta-
tement that agents were in-
vestigating “a suspicious 
package addressed to one of 
our protectees” in New York 
but said he couldn’t comment 
further.

Vanessa Trump, a former 
model, and Donald Trump 
Jr. have five children, none of 
whom were home at the time 
of the incident.

White House spokeswoman 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
yesterday that the president 
spoke by phone to Vanessa 
Trump about the incident.

Later, the Republican pre-
sident’s daughter-in-law 
posted a tweet thanking New 
York’s police and fire depart-
ments, the FBI and the Secret 
Service for their help.

“I appreciate all the quick 

response to make sure that 
I was safe! Thank you,” she 
wrote.

The Trump family has had 
to deal with a number of si-
milar scares.

In March 2016, police de-
tectives and FBI agents inves-
tigated a threatening letter 
sent to the Manhattan apart-
ment of Donald Trump Jr.’s 
brother, Eric, that also con-
tained a white powder that 
turned out to be harmless. 
Envelopes containing whi-
te powder were also sent to 
Trump Tower, which served 
as Trump’s campaign head-
quarters, twice in 2016.

Hoax attacks using white 
powder play on fears that 
date to 2001, when letters 
containing deadly anthrax 
were mailed to news organi-
zations and the offices of two 
U.S. senators. Those letters 
killed five people. AP

Vanessa Trump taken 
to hospital after white 
powder scare
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Synchrony on ice. Joey mantia of the U.S. (right) and Norway’s Sverre Lunde pedersen compete during the 
men’s 1,500 meters speedskating race at the Gangneung Oval at the 2018 Winter Olympics.

AP Photo/John Locher dEcisiVE MOMENT
the

How big data will transform 
medicine

I always look forward to getting my weekly infor-
mation “fix” from The Economist, and a few recent 
stories in have pointed out that data analysis, espe-
cially using Artificial Intelligence, along with exten-
sive medical condition monitoring and much more 
personalized medical interventions will collectively 
revolutionize medicine. They also note that, globally, 
medicine is a USD7trn (trillion, as in thousand billion) 
industry and Apple, Facebook, Amazon, Google and 
other major information technology companies are 
starting to invest very heavily in it.

Apple especially wants your smartphone to beco-
me the repository of your personal medical history 
and for a plethora of personal medical conditional 
monitoring devices to feed it data about your cur-
rent health. Think of smart watches monitoring your 
heart rate, blood sugar, etc. which your smartphone 
records and analyzes. At medical consultations you 
make all this data available and your doctor down-
loads the data about all your other “external” medical 
tests and diagnoses. At the same time your personal 
data is “anonymized” and analyzed by AI (artificial 
intelligence) software to detect patterns between 
people to create new diagnostic tools. Think of an 
AI that monitors micro hand tremors when you use 
your smartphone and combines it with other medi-
cal information about you to diagnose the onset of 
Parkinson’s Disease based on similarities with other 
people having similar symptoms.

Your smartphone also becomes your medical 
assistant reminding you to take your medications 
and monitoring their efficacy. And it can become 
the doorway for you to access medical information 
about diseases and drugs and their effects and side- 
effects, and for access to information and support 
groups for people with similar medical problems to 
yourself. Your smartphone may even be your me-
dication – Apps that can teach addicts how to re-
cognize and overcome drug cravings and playing 
computer games to stimulate brain activity to treat 
conditions such as ADHD (attention deficit hyperac-
tivity disorder).

This revolution will rely on the widespread availa-
bility of large datasets of anonymized medical data 
combined with ready access to each individual’s me-
dical history and condition monitoring data. I do not 
know about you, but I would be very happy to share 
my medical history if it can help others and my own 
medical care. However, I do want good security in 
place and good control on the release of my perso-
nal medical information. For example, I do not want 
health insurance companies rejecting me because 
they judge me to be a “high risk” – which is the pur-
pose of insurance in the first place – people pooling 
together to share risks and costs.

I suffer from the typical rich country, middle class, 
middle age diseases – high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes and worn out joints, so I am 
quite familiar with Macau’s public healthcare system. 
It is quite good in some ways, but it is woefully unpre-
pared for this future. 

For example, I have blood tests every six months 
but the only analysis I get is “everything is good” and 
to get a copy of the results I must fill in a form, pay 
MOP10 and then I get a printout of some of the resul-
ts! The Health Bureau also issues a Patient’s Char-
ter which outlines my medical rights and responsibili-
ties, which is good, but the Charter is not met – I have 
never received any explanation of my diagnosis and 
treatment and the effects and side-effects of the dru-
gs I take, as is my right under the Charter.

Sweden has a plan for giving every citizen elec-
tronic access to their medical records before 2020. 
I suspect that I will be long dead before Macau ci-
tizens have electronic access to their medical re-
cords, which is a real pity.

Donald Trump Jr. and his wife Vanessa


