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sexual assault 
reports against wynn 

english, chinese 
influence each other

Two more sexual misconduct 
allegations were leveled 
against embattled casino 
mogul Steve Wynn 

Andrew Moody talks on how 
English and Chinese continue to 
influence each other in cultural 
crossover points like Macau P2 MDt intErViEW

china’s 
former 
internet 
czar 
ousted

South China Sea The 
Philippine government 
rejects Chinese names 
given to some undersea 
features in a vast 
offshore region where 
the Philippines has 
undisputed sovereign 
rights, the presidential 
spokesman said 
yesterday in a new 
tiff despite the Asian 
neighbors’ mended ties. 
More on p11

Cambodia  
Lawmakers yesterday 
unanimously approved 
changes to the 
criminal code and the 
constitution that can 
further limit free speech 
and political activities, 
already under stress 
from the government of 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
(pictured). More on p13

myanmar Two 
Myanmar journalists 
facing up to 14 years in 
prison if convicted of 
receiving government 
secrets appeared 
for their latest court 
hearing in Yangon 
yesterday, one day after 
it was announced that 
they had won a major 
press freedom award. 
More on p14

PakiStan Amid 
increasing pressure 
from the international 
community, Pakistan 
yesterday initiated a 
much-awaited process 
of seizing assets and 
funds belonging to 
Islamic charities linked 
to a radical cleric 
wanted by the U.S., 
officials said.
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HKZMB

Macau to hold 600 
vehicle quota on bridge
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OxfAM SCAndAL

Haiti leader says UK aid workers 
violated ‘basic human decency’  P15
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The last 15 
years has seen 
a huge increase 
in the amount 
of English use.

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Daniel Beitler

Last month, Andrew 
Moody, an associate pro-

fessor at the University of 
Macau was appointed by 
Cambridge University Press 
as the editor of the English 
Today journal for a five-year 
term. Moody’s post began on 
January 1, 2018. 

In a statement, the Uni-
versity of Macau described 
English Today as a “presti-
gious peer-reviewed journal 
devoted to […] the English 
language and its many forms 
and functions as an interna-
tional language.”

Professor Moody now leads 
the international editorial 
team of the journal. Prior to 
that, he served as a mem-
ber of the editorial board of 
English Today and has con-
tributed to the journal as an 
author.

In Macau, the academic is 
perhaps best known for his 
2008 paper, “Macau English: 
Status, functions and forms”, 
in which he argued that al-
though English has no insti-
tutional status in Macau, it 
had become a de facto official 
language.

Speaking to the Times last 
week, Moody said his priority 
is to encourage more peer re-
viewed work and more detai-
led research in journal sub-
missions. He also wants to 
encourage a broader accep-
tance of the different forms 
of ‘world Englishes’, particu-
larly those used in the Asia-
Pacific region, as the journal 
becomes more and more well 
known among Asian readers.

The Times interviewed the 
professor to find out why 
the journal is gaining more 
traction in the Asia-Pacific 
and how English and Chine-
se continue to influence each 
other in cultural crossover 
points like Macau.

Macau Daily times 
(MDt) - the journal is 
receiving an increasing 
amount of attention in 
asian countries, most of 
which do not use English 
as an official language. 

How purist is the edito-
rial team in regards to 
monolingual English?

andrew Moody (aM) - Of 
course, inner circle commu-
nities – like in Australia, the 
U.K. or the U.S. - tend to pre-
serve English better, [but] I 
am open to Asian varieties of 
English, not strictly the mo-
nolingual English [of Anglo-
Saxon-majority countries].  
That has been the policy of 
the journal in the past. All 
of the predecessor [editors] 
were strongly committed to 
being open to different va-
rieties of English; ‘world En-
glishes’ or expanding circle 
varieties. These expanding 
circle varieties have been 
growing since the end of 
World War 2.

But I am interested in [going 
further] with others in Asia 

like Hong Kong English, Sin-
gaporean English and so on. 

MDt – Is the interest in 
asian jurisdictions like 
Macau a result of a gene-
ral improvement in En-
glish-language proficien-
cy?

aM - The last 15 years has 
seen a huge increase in the 
amount of English use. I 
looked at the stats recently, 
and there is about a 50-50 
chance that people between 
the ages of 18 and 40 will 
speak English [in Macau]. 

Better quality education mi-
ght be behind this. Parents, 
for example, love the num-
ber of new English-speaking 
schools in Macau. At the 
same time, it is interesting 
[to note] that the number of 
Mandarin speakers is also 

steadily increasing. 

MDt - Certain words 
borrowed from English 
are used in daily, often 
colloquial, conversation 
in Cantonese in Macau 
and Hong Kong. Is this 
intrusion welcome?

aM - They are known as 
loanwords or borrowed 
words. There are certain En-
glish words that are used a 
lot [in Cantonese-language 
conversation], but not be-
cause there is no alternative 
in Cantonese. [The speakers] 
don’t have to use an English 
word.

I suppose some people 
would see it that way [as an 
intrusion]. Every time you 
have a language that is al-
ready standardized, there is 
a tendency to try to purify it. 

However, I don’t think that 
Cantonese speakers see En-
glish in this way; as a threat 
to their speaking of Cantone-
se. It is a theoretically-driven 
argument, not really relevant 
to reality. 

MDt - Is the Chinese 
language susceptible to 
importing words from 
other languages?

aM - Chinese has a built-in 
resistance to that spread [of 
borrowed words] because of 
the writing system. It makes 
it difficult to adopt words 
that can’t be easily written in 
Chinese. 

In English, any sentence is 
only about 50 percent An-
glo-Saxon. The rest are bor-
rowings from French and La-
tin mostly, but also others,  
even Chinese. 

The alphabetic system has 
made this easier to borrow 
words. The Japanese can 
borrow words easily because 
they have a writing system 
they adapted for loan words.

MDt - With the emer-
ging importance of the 
Chinese language for 
business with one of the 
world’s largest single 
markets, do you expect 
to see many more Chine-
se words in English-lan-
guage conversation?

aM - I think it’s already ha-
ppening. We already see Chi-
nese loanwords in English. 
That phenomenon really pi-
cked up in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, with expressions  
like ‘barefoot doctor’, ‘iron 
rice bowl’ and ‘to lose face’. 
These are all Chinese expres-
sions.

Some famous expressions in 
English are thought to have 
come from pidgin languages 
[simplified and localized ver-
sions of their lexifiers], such 
as ‘long time, no see’.

Some people claim this 
expression came from pid-
gin English, but we are not 
sure where it comes from 
officially.  We do know that 
Chinese pidgin English deve-
loped partly in Macau in the 
18th and 19th centuries.

Q&A

Macau residents don’t see 
English as a threat to Cantonese

AndrEW MOOdY
UnIvErSITY Of MACAU SCHOLAr 
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accepting 
recommendations for 
2019-2020
Public libraries are accepting recommendations 
for which newspapers and magazines should 
be included in the list of available publications. 
The suggestion collection started last Friday 
February 9 and will be available until Sunday 
March 4. Suggestions can be submitted through 
a form which can be delivered to any public 
library, as well as via email. Currently, the public 
libraries have a collection of more than one 
million volumes, and also offer approximately 
90 current newspapers from different countries 
and regions and about 800 various magazines, 
all of which are distributed and available to the 
public in Macau’s libraries. 

Customs officer 
arrested for deception
 
An officer from the Macao Customs Service  
has been arrested for deception, the Judiciary 
Police reported yesterday. The suspect had 
allegedly asked his old classmate to apply for a 
bank loan so that the suspect could buy a new 
car. However, he failed to repay the loan. The 
suspect eventually sold the car without giving 
any money to the victim. The victim reported 
the situation to the disciplinary committee 
in January this year. The suspect, 38, started 
serving in the public services  in 1998. 

Man caught smuggling 
25 iPhones to Zhuhai 
   
A man from Hong Kong was caught carrying 
25 iPhone devices across the Gongbei border 
gate to enter Zhuhai, according to a report 
by Jornal Va Kio. The smuggler had wrapped 
all of the smartphones around his waist. As 
the suspect was clearing the border gate, the 
Gongbei customs’ facial recognition system 
sounded an alarm. The Gongbei customs later 
confirmed that it had been the third time in 
a single day that the suspect crossed over 
to Zhuhai. The man had behaved calmly, as 
instructed by the customs officers, but his 
bulky torso looked suspicious and drew their 
attention. The smartphones consisted of 
iPhone models X and 8. 

Florence Leong (left) and Fong Soi Kun (center) pictured 
during a press conference

Sexual assault reports against 
Wynn filed with Vegas police

Deputy weather chief to resign
THE deputy director 

of the Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau 
(SMG) will step down 
from her post starting 
next month, just half a 
year after her former 
boss Fong Soi Kun resig-
ned in the wake of devas-
tating Typhoon Hato.

The resignation was 
announced yesterday 
in the Official Gazette. 
According to the publi-
cation, incumbent SMG 
director Raymond Tam 
approved a request by 
deputy director Florence 
Leong to step down. No 
reason was provided for 

her resignation.
Leong will now return 

to her previous post as a 
senior technician at the 
bureau.

However, she will still 
face disciplinary procee-
dings regarding her han-
dling of Typhoon Hato, 

possibly even relating to 
rumors that her supers-
titious beliefs influenced 
her decision-making.

The Commission 
Against Corruption 
(CCAC) issued a report 
in October on the SMG’s 
handling of  the Hato 

disaster and found that 
malpractice had been 
involved. 

The report mentioned 
rumors that Leong’s su-
perstitious beliefs had 
played a role in the bu-
reau’s decision-making. 
“According to the person-
nel the CCAC got in touch 
with, the rumors were wi-
dely circulated in the bu-
reau and everyone [had] 
heard of them,” it stated.

The Commission con-
cluded that there is no 
evidence that other SMG 
staff (besides Fong and 
Leong) neglected their 
duties.

A new deputy director 
to replace Leong has not 
been named.

The resignation of for-
mer SMG director Fong 
Soi Kun was announced 
by the Chief Executive 
the day after Hato struck 
the city in late-August. 
It came in response to 
criticism from residents 
and lawmakers who cri-
ticized the SMG’s failure 
to raise typhoon signals 
to an appropriate level.

Several other irregula-
rities at the bureau were 
discovered over the cou-
rse of an investigation 
that followed.

TWo more sexual mis-
conduct allegations 
were leveled against 
embattled casino mo-

gul Steve Wynn on Tuesday, 
when police in Las Vegas revea-
led they recently received two 
reports from women saying the 
billionaire sexually assaulted 
them in the 1970s.

This was the first admission 
from police in Las Vegas about 
reports filed against Wynn sin-
ce sexual misconduct allega-
tions against him were revea-
led last month.

One woman reported Wynn 
assaulted her in Las Vegas and 
the other said she was assaulted 
in Chicago, the Las Vegas Me-
tropolitan Police Department 
said in a statement. The Las Ve-
gas case will not be investigated 
because the statute of limita-
tions in Nevada is 20 years.

The victim of that alleged as-
sault contacted the department 
from St. Louis on Jan. 29, three 
days after the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that a number of 
women said Wynn harassed 

or assaulted them and that one 
case led to a USD7.5 million se-
ttlement.

The other, filed in Las Vegas 
on Feb. 5, is being forwarded 
to the Chicago Police Depart-
ment.

Details of exactly what trans-
pired during the alleged assaul-
ts was not disclosed.

The billionaire has vehe-
mently denied the allegations, 
which he attributes to a cam-
paign led by his ex-wife.

“In the last couple of weeks, I 
have found myself the focus of 
an avalanche of negative publi-

city,” Wynn said in the written 
statement that announced his 
resignation last week as chair-
man and CEO at Wynn Resor-
ts. “As I have reflected upon the 
environment this has created 
— one in which a rush to ju-
dgment takes precedence over 
everything else, including the 
facts — I have reached the con-
clusion I cannot continue to be 
effective in my current roles.”

Wynn Resorts spokesman 
Michael Weaver on Tuesday 
said the company does not 
have a comment on the repor-
ts filed by the women “because 

this involved a company before 
the establishment of Wynn Re-
sorts.”

Wynn is facing scrutiny by 
gambling regulators in Nevada 
and Massachusetts, where the 
company is building a roughly 
$2.4 billion casino just outside 
Boston. Regulators in Macau, 
the Chinese enclave where the 
company operates two casinos, 
are also inquiring about the 
allegations.

The Nevada Gaming Control 
Board on Monday set up an 
online form that allows people 
to report information on any of 
its active investigations. The re-
porting system was set up after 
the agency received numerous 
calls regarding the investiga-
tion against Wynn.

Wynn Resorts has also crea-
ted a committee to investigate 
the allegations. On Monday, 
the group announced it was 
expanded its scope to review 
the company’s internal poli-
cies and procedures to ensure a 
“safe and respectful workplace 
for all employees.” AP
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Macau in Hollywood topic of conference in Portugal

Social workers included in body 
responsible for their accreditation
Julie Zhu

 

SoCIal workers represen-
tatives and the government 

agreed that professionals of 
the sector should be included 
in the body responsible for 
their accreditation. 

The second Social Worker 
Professional Committee 
(CPAS) will include five re-
gistered social workers, the 
president of the Social Affairs 
Bureau (IAS) Celeste Vong 
announced this week on the 
sidelines of a meeting of the 
Second Standing Committee 
of the Legislative Assembly. 

Led by Vong, the IAS re-
presentatives continued the 
discussion article-by-article 
of the law which will intro-
duce a new professional ac-
creditation scheme for social 
workers. 

The committee, which will  
be officially established after 
the social workers’ registra-
tion law comes into effect, will 
consist of 11 members, inclu-
ding one chairman and five 
members suggested by the 

government, and five mem-
bers either from universities, 
social service organizations, 
or social work groups. Each 
committee has a term of five 
years. 

The discussion was centered 
on the selection of the five 
non-government appointed 
members of the second CPAS. 

According to Vong, the first 
CPAS will listen to the opi-
nions of registered social 
workers before it decides on 
selection methods for the se-

cond CPAS. 
“We have not excluded any 

selection methods,” said 
Vong, adding that “the five 
members will be registered 
social workers.”

In Vong’s words, “Macau 
does not have a large number 
of social workers.” There are 
only approximately 600 so-
cial workers in the region, ex-
cluding those working for the 
government, which are not 
included in the accreditation 
scheme, although Vong hopes 

they will be in the future.
The chairman of the AL Se-

cond Standing Committee, 
Chan Chak Mo, when talking 
about the law, noted that the 
government decided not to in-
clude the definition of social 
worker into the law, as the 
actual definition of the social 
work profession evolves with 
time.

For those students who pur-
sued a social work degree 
outside of Macau, and who 
intended to register as a so-
cial worker, CPAS will evalua-
te the students’ registration 
application by examining the 

subjects they studied.
Chan also noted that the 

government has said that 
there is no short-term need 
for non-local social workers. 
“People from the labor sector 
have asked if the government 
is planning on importing any 
foreign social workers. The 
director [Celeste Wong] clear-
ly explained that this is an 
unprecedented example. If we 
were to do it, the government 
would only hire social workers 
from Nepal or Philippines, be-
cause we have non-residents 
from these countries in Ma-
cau,” Chan Chak Mo said. 

  

Celeste Wong 

THE representation of 
Macau in Hollywood 

cinema during its colonial 
times” is the title of an 
upcoming conference at 
Portugal’s Museum of the 
Orient on February 18.

The conference will be 
the last of a series of even-
ts featuring Macau as the 
main topic, the Funda-
ção Oriente informed in a 
press statement.

According to the informa-
tion provided, during the 
period known as “Estado 
Novo,” (New State) in Por-
tugal, Macau was the most 
prominent Portuguese co-
lony in North American 

film fiction, serving as a lo-
cation for more than a do-
zen movies revolving arou-
nd crime and adventure.

Its ancestral reputation as 
a place of exotic vices and 
the typical Hollywood fas-
cination with Eastern-style 
narratives contribute to the 
prominence of Macau in 
these genres, reflecting the 
geopolitical context of the 
territory at that time. 

Most of the films were 
produced in the 1950s, 
reflecting the fact that the 
colony was simultaneou-

sly situated on a cold war 
frontier and dominated by 
a power outside the “Bret-
ton Woods monetary ma-
nagement system”. These 
elements contributed to 
the prominent storylines 
of espionage and smug-
gling.

These are precisely the 
topics that Rui Lopes - who 
holds a doctorate in Inter-
national History and is a 
researcher at the Institute 
of Contemporary History 
of Nova University – pro-
poses to analyze, seeking to 

unpack the context in whi-
ch these productions emer-
ge and the implications of 
these fictional stories on 
the portrayal of Portuguese 
colonialism in the region.

After the conference, 
the film “Sisters” by Tra-
cy Choi will be screened, 
closing the series titled 
“Macau Cinema. Past and 
Present.” 

Both the conference and 
the film screening will be 
held in the Museum of the 
Orient, with free admis-
sion. 

 

ias received 55 prioritized 
child care applications

tHE soCIal Affairs Bureau 
(IAS) has received 55 applications 
for the program of prioritized 
admission of vulnerable families’ 
childcare. According to a state-
ment released by the IAS, admis-
sions closed on February 9. The 
IAS is currently evaluating the el-
igibility of the applicants for their 

services. Parents can check the 
admission results in the first half 
of April. Regarding eligible appli-
cants, the IAS will arrange special 
nursery positions for eligible chil-
dren as soon as possible. Those 
who do not qualify for admission 
can apply for other nurseries dur-
ing April and May. 
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Macau to hold 600 vehicle 
quota on Delta Bridge 

Hengqin eases building height limitations for towers
THE Hengqin district 

has planned to build 
itself into Zhuhai’s new 
urban center thanks to 
the planned construction 
of what will become the 
tallest buildings in Zhuhai, 
according to a report by 
Macao Daily News. 

On Monday, the Admi-
nistrative Committee of 
Hengqin New Area said 
that it would implement a 
relaxation policy in order 
to allow higher buildings 
to be built in Hengqin. 

The policy involves 18 

pieces of land, all located 
in Hengqin’s free-trade 
zone, Hong Wan commer-
cial, and the logistic center.

This area belongs to one 
part of Zhuhai’s integrated 
development plan, an ur-
ban zone shaped like the 
Chinese character, 品. 

On these lands, 15 buil-
dings taller than 100 me-
ters, four buildings taller 
than 200 meters, and one 
350-meter tall building 
will be built. 

The Zhuhai administra-
tion wants to turn Hen-

gqin into Zhuhai’s most 
dense urban center in ter-
ms of ultra-high-rise buil-
dings. 

According to the report, 
the tallest building (350 
meters) was originally 
planned to be only 40 me-
ters high, and, similarly, 
the three 200-meter tall 
buildings originally were 
planned to be shorter, ei-
ther 60 or 40 meters high. 

The 350-meter tall bui-
lding is, so far, Zhuhai’s 
highest planned building, 
and it is expected to be-

come the city’s new land-
mark. 

Aside from Hengqin, the 
Zhuhai administration 
also has plans for Hen-
gquin’s financial island, 
west of Macau’s Ocean 
Garden, to be densely po-
pulated by high-rise buil-
dings. 

For the financial island, 
eight 300-meter tall buil-
dings have been planned, 
including the Hengqin 
international financial 
center, which will reach a 
height of 337 meters.

MaCau and Hong 
Kong have reached 
an agreement re-
garding the circu-

lation of private vehicles on the 
Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Brid-
ge (HKZMB) and the number of 
vehicle quotas to be allocated per 
city.

The Macau government annou-
nced yesterday that there will be 
a quota of 600 Macau- registered 
private (non-commercial) vehi-
cles to travel to and from Hong 
Kong once the HKZMB is laun-
ched.

Among the 600 permissions 
under the cross-boundary initia-
tive, a total of 500 will be valid for 
one year and the other 100 will 
have a six-month validity.

The regular quota for Hong 
Kong private vehicles entering 
Macau, via the cross-delta bridge, 
is set at 300 permitted vehicles, 
each with a three-year validity.

Macau and Hong Kong-bound 

vehicles registered under the re-
gular quota initiative will have 
unlimited access to the neighbo-
ring Special Administrative Re-
gion (SAR). The Transport Bu-
reau will soon announce more 
details regarding the arrange-
ments for the relevant Macau- re-
gistered vehicles.

According to a statement issued 
yesterday by the Government 
Information Bureau, the Macau 
and Hong Kong authorities “have 
reached consensus on the topic, 
with a view to promoting closer 
ties between the two SARs on 
economic and trade matters, and 
in terms of people-to-people ex-
changes.”

Once the bridge is launched, 
Macau-bound users of Hong 
Kong-registered vehicles that 
have not been registered under 
the regular quota initiative will 
have an option to apply to join a 
transit scheme. Under it, drivers 
of Hong Kong-registered vehicles 

wishing to enter Macau via the 
bridge will be required to register 
in advance and reserve a space in 
a particular car park, which will 
have a total of 3,000 spaces for 
private vehicles.

This car park is at the eastern 
end of the artificial island that 
also accommodates the Macau 

boundary crossing checkpoint, 
which is the Macau end of the 
bridge.

Hong Kong motorists, who are 
registered under the transit sche-
me, will not be permitted to drive 
directly into Macau. The registe-
red Hong Kong motorists will be 
able to travel into Macau from 

the car park using public trans-
port services.

It was also announced that dri-
vers must follow mainland Chinese 
traffic rules by keeping to the right 
if they were to cross the HKZMB 
linking the three cities. Regardless 
of origin or destination, tolls on the 
bridge will be paid in renminbi, 
while non-cash payment methods 
include bank cards, as well as elec-
tronic wallets Alipay and WeChat 
Pay.

There will be a total of 140 shuttle 
buses travelling two routes: Hong 
Kong-Macau and Zhuhai-Hong 
Kong. Initially, such bus routes will 
depart with a frequency of every 
10 minutes, while the authorities 
work to consider the possibility of 
shortening this time to three to five 
minutes according to future needs.

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge (HKZMB) is expected to 
open in the second quarter of this 
year.

Towers being built in Zhuhai seen from Barra, Macau

Insurance must cover three regions 
THE Monetary Authority of Macao (AMCM) 

stated yesterday that with the agreemen-
ts reached by the governments of Macau and 
Hong Kong regarding the circulation of pri-
vate vehicles, vehicle owners are required to 
have a valid road insurance covering the cities 
in order to use the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau Bridge (HKZMB). According to AMCM, 
vehicle owners “need to possess a valid road 
insurance, according to the laws of each of 
the three jurisdictions, [which will be va-
lid] in the areas of the corresponding region 
and according to their driving destination.” 

The AMCM also warns, “citizens should 
plan their trip schedule in advance, acqui-
ring insurance for the area of   the corres-
ponding region, before entering the bridge,” 
reminding that local insurance companies 
are prepared to help in the acquisition of a 
vehicle insurance that is valid for the other 
two regions (mainland and Hong Kong).  
According to AMCM, the insurance associations 
of the three regions will also create a thematic 
webpage about motorized vehicles insurance, 
aiming specifically to inform on the special cha-
racteristics and needs of the HKZMB.

 vehicles that 
have not been 
registered 
under the 
regular quota 
initiative will 
have an option 
to apply to 
join a transit 
scheme
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corporate bits
ctm concludes fundraising campaign

BNU Employee Association 
volunteers visited the Santa Mar-
garida Centre of Caritas Macau, 
where they presented New Year 
greetings and gifts form Fu Hong 

CTM has concluded its 
fundraising campaigns 
for “Walk For A Million,” 

bnu volunteers visit charity ting a warm and happy atmos-
phere, according to a statement 
from BNU.

Led by Pedro Cardoso, CEO 
and the executive director, Sam 
Tou, the volunteers received a 
warm welcome from Paul Pun, 
Secretary General of Caritas 
Macau, along with other execu-
tives of the non-government or-
ganization.

The centre primarily helps fe-
males aged 16 or above with di-
sabilities, by providing them with 
accommodation.

“It is our pleasure to work with 
Caritas Macau through volunteer 
works, supporting a healthy and 
cheerful life style with dignity for 
the members,” said Cardoso.

Held across November 
and December last year, 
the company partnered 
with the “Charity Fund 
From The Readers of Ma-
cao Daily News” to esta-
blish a donation platform 
via its internet and mobile 
networks.

The full amount has been 
transferred to the charity, 
the telecommunications 
company said in a state-
ment.

From November 18 to 
December 10, CTM custo-
mers could make a set do-
nation of MOP30  through 
their mobile device or the 
donation website. 

Society.
During the visit, BNU volun-

teers and God of Wealth mem-
bers sang Chinese New Year 
songs and played games, crea-

raising a total amount of 
MOP40,430 from over 
1,200 donations.

THE proportion of inter-
national business in the 

local banking sector retreated 
slightly in the fourth quarter 
of 2017, according to statistics 
released yesterday by the Mo-
netary Authority of Macao. At 
the end of December 2017, the 
share of international assets 
in total banking assets decrea-
sed to 84.2 percent from 84.6 
percent at the end of Septem-
ber 2017, whereas the share of 
international liabilities in total 
banking liabilities rose to 79.4 
percent from 79.2 percent.

Non-local currencies conti-
nued to be the dominant de-
nomination in international 
banking transactions during 
the final quarter of last year. 

At the end of December 2017, 
the shares in MOP in total in-
ternational assets and total 
international liabilities were 
0.9 percent and 1.8 percent 
respectively.  

The HKD, the USD, the RMB 
and other foreign currencies 

THE Macao Poly-
technic Institute 

(IPM) launched a Chi-
nese-Portuguese trans-
lation application cal-
led “Diz Lá”. 

The application was 
designed for people 
from Macau and main-
land China who study 
Portuguese, as well 
as to serve those who 
travel to Portuguese-s-
peaking countries.

The application is 
also said to feature 
some highlights: words 
are pronounced with 
European Portugue-
se accents, it contains 
simple Portuguese con-
versations in 23 areas, 
including trade, trave-
ling and shopping, and 
studying materials will 
be updated automati-
cally each season. 

IPM President Lei 

Heong Iok said that the 
application’s transla-
tion “accuracy is near-
ly 100 percent, it went 
through human che-
cking.”

“Not only did it go 
through mechanical 
translations, but it was 
also checked by people. 
Its accuracy is really 
high, with the plus that 
it is pronounced by 
people from Portugal. 
There is no problem 
about its credibility,” 
said Lei.

According to Lei, the 
application contains a 
total of 400 frequently 
used Portuguese verbs. 

He noted that the 
work behind the appli-
cation was done by 
IPM’s Portuguese tea-
chers and the use of 
mechanical transla-
tions. 

“Every three months, 
there will be automatic 
updates according to 
the needs of the appli-
cation [users],” revea-
led Lei, adding that 
“this is our first step. 
Our next step will be 
launching other pro-
ducts to cooperate with 
[Macau’s being] the 
platform between Chi-
na and Portuguese-s 
peaking countries.”

In addition, Lei infor-
med that, in two years, 
IPM will hire overseas 
Chinese individuals to 
teach Portuguese at his 
school.

Along with the laun-
ching of the translation 
application, IPM also 
published eight Portu-
guese studying mate-
rials. These books can 
be used across various 
school levels. JZ

accounted for 43.6 percent, 
43.9 percent, 6.9 percent and 
4.7 percent of total internatio-
nal assets as well as 52.6 per-
cent, 35.3 percent, 6.4 percent 
and 3.9 percent of total inter-
national liabilities respectively, 
according to the Monetary Au-
thority.

At the end of last year, total 
international assets increased 
by 2.4 percent from a quarter 
ago and by 9.9 percent from 
a year earlier to MOP1,285.6 
billion (USD159.7 billion). As 
a major component of inter-
national assets, external non- 
bank loans increased by 21 
percent to MOP437.6 billion.

Meanwhile, total internatio-
nal liabilities increased by 3.2 
percent from three months 
ago and by 10.9 percent year
-on-year to MOP1,212.3 billion 
(USD150.6 billion).

Of this total, external liabi-
lities and local liabilities in 
foreign currencies expanded 
year-on-year by 12.2 percent 

to MOP571.1 billion and 9.8 
percent to MOP641.2 billion 
respectively. 

Foreign currency deposi-
ts held by residents and the 
MSAR government in local 
banks continued to form a 
major component of interna-
tional liabilities.  This type of 
deposits grew by 14.5 percent 
to MOP569.4 billion at the 
end of December 2017 from 
MOP497.5 billion at the end of 
December 2016.

The majority of external asse-
ts and liabilities were related to 
Asia and Europe. 

International business in 
banking sector retreats

IPM launches 
Chinese-Portuguese 
translation application

HEALTH 

More locations for 
flu vaccinations 
THE Health Bureau (SSM) 

has increased the mum-
ber of flu vaccination cen-
ters to include Hospital 

Conde de Sao Januário (CHCSJ), 
Kiang Wu Hospital and University 
Hospital of the Macau University 
of Science and Technology, and 
others. All Macau residents aged 
6 months and above can be vacci-
nated for free without a previous 
booking, the SSM said in a state-
ment.

The measures aim to facilita-
te residents’ ease of access to the 
flu vaccination after last month’s 
increase from an average of 400 

people per day to about 4,000 
people per day during the peak 
period. This situation, according 
to the health services, caused “a 
large impact on the functioning 
of the vaccination points,” leading 
to the establishment of a booking 
system for the health care centers. 
According to the latest data, the 
number of people seeking vaccina-
tion has now fallen to around 700 
people per day. But the SSM notes 
that the current system aims to be 
able to cope with any possible sce-
nario.

In order to respond to vaccina-
tion needs, the Bureau ordered 

an additional 45,000 seasonal 
flu vaccines, with the number 
of vaccines against influenza ri-
sing to a total of 165,000, with 
the number of people being vac-
cinated also rising to 127,000. 
According to data collected be-
tween February 11 and 13, the 
proportion of adult flu patien-
ts at CHCSJ was 6.6 percent, 
while the number of children 
has increased to 34.8 percent.  
The SSM will also be on alert for a 
possible second wave of flu which 
will likely occur after the Chine-
se New Year holidays. The SSM 
is also advising residents to take 

preventative measures, namely by 
vaccination, saying that residents 
should take the vaccine as early as 
possible since the period between 
the vaccination and its effective-
ness is about two to three weeks.

This week, Macau has registered 
10 cases of collective flu contami-
nation, all occurring in schools and 
involving over 30 students.

Official data shows that 22 cases 
of type B influenza were recorded, 
as well as four cases of type A flu 
and one case caused by infection 
through human metapneumovi-
rus, a virus closely related to the 
avian flu.

Since the beginning of 2018, a 
total of 56 cases of collective flu 
infection have been registered.  RM
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AnALYSIS 

Who’s going to fix Wynn 
Resorts? Not its board

European officials: Virtual 
currencies are no way to pay
EuropEan finance 

officials are underlining 
their skepticism toward di-
gital currencies like bitcoin, 
saying they are risky for in-
vestors and inefficient as a 
way to pay for things.

A top monetary official, 
Jens Weidmann, said in a 
speech yesterday that di-
gital currencies such as bi-
tcoin are not good means 
of payment because their 
values fluctuate so rapidly. 

He added they were no 
substitute for conventional 
currencies backed by cen-
tral banks such as the Eu-
ropean Central Bank.

Weidmann is head of 
Germany’s national central 
bank and also sits on the 
governing council of the 
European Central Bank, 
issuer of the shared euro 
currency.

He said that “for a sta-
ble monetary and finan-

cial system we need no 
crypto-tokens, but rather 
central banks obligated to 
price stability and effective 
banking regulation, and we 
have both in the eurozone.”

He said that central 
banks did not need to issue 
such currencies themsel-
ves, which he said could 
heighten the risk of bank 
runs.

Weidmann’s remarks 
follow a series of statemen-

ts from top European of-
ficials warning banks and 
consumers about virtual 
currencies. The three Euro-
pean supervisory authori-
ties for banking, securities, 
insurance and pensions 
have warned consumers 
of the risks of buying such 
currencies, saying they are 
“highly risky and unregula-
ted products and unsuitab-
le as investment, savings or 
retirement products.” AP

Joe Nocera, Bloomberg

Is there a corporate board 
in the U.S. worse than the 
one at Wynn Resorts Ltd.? 
It took two weeks for chair-

man and chief executive Steve 
Wynn to step down as a series of 
exposes about his alleged sexual 
behavior piled up. The board 
could’ve forced the issue sooner, 
I argued last week, but they were 
far too deferential to the co-fou-
nder of the company, someone 
with significant ties to many of 
them.

Turns out, I understated the 
situation. It’s now clear that the 
Wynn directors aren’t just weak, 
they’re downright awful. Under 
the circumstances, the directors 
are making the biggest possible 
mistake: placing the interests 
of an executive over that of sha-
reholders.

This attitude was signaled 
from the moment Wynn stepped 
down. Consider the press relea-

se announcing Wynn’s resigna-
tion. It included this quote from 
Daniel Boone Wayson, a long-ti-
me Wynn friend who was about 
to ascend to the chairmanship of 
the board:

“It is with a collective heavy 
heart that the board of directors 
of Wynn Resorts today accepted 
the resignation of our founder, 
CEO and friend, Steve Wynn,” 
said non-executive director of 
the board Boone Wayson. “Ste-
ve Wynn is an industry giant. He 
is a philanthropist and a beloved 
leader and visionary. He played 
the pivotal role in transforming 
Las Vegas into the entertain-
ment destination it is today. He 
also assembled a world class 
team of executive that will con-
tinue to meet the high standards 
of excellence that Steve Wynn 
created and the Wynn Brand 
has come to represent.”

The Friday before Wynn resig-
ned, the board had taken a step 
straight out of the corporate cri-

sis playbook: It hired an outside 
law firm to conduct an indepen-
dent inquiry. The firm, O’Mel-
veny & Myers, said it was esta-
blishing a telephone hotline and 
a website where current and for-
mer Wynn Resorts employees 
could report instances of sexual 
harassment by Wynn, according 
to the Wall Street Journal.

No sooner had Wynn stepped 
down than the board canceled 
the outside investigation, swi-
tching gears to its own internal 
investigation. And who did they 
name as the head of the “special 
committee” overseeing this in-
ternal investigation - including 
the allegation that Wynn paid 
a USD7.5 million settlement to 
an ex-employee he had forced 
to have sex with him? Patricia 
Mulroy, a member of the board 
who dealt with Wynn for deca-
des as a Nevada state regulator.

As it turns out, the Wynn Re-
sorts board has long been viewed 
as “worst in class” by corporate 

governance types. Institutional 
Shareholder Services, for ins-
tance, rates the board a “10” - its 
lowest ranking - meaning that 
the board is at high risk for go-
vernance problems.

Groups like ISS tend to rank 
boards based on measures like 
pay for performance or respon-
siveness to shareholders. But far 
more telling, in my view, have 
been some of the actions this 
board has taken over the years 
that seem primarily aimed at 
pleasing its former chairman.

For instance, around in 2010, 
Wynn had a huge falling out 
with the Japanese billionaire 
Kazuo Okada, the company’s 
biggest shareholder. It com-
missioned an investigation into 
Okada, which ended up alleging 
that he had violated the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act. Wynn 
and the Wynn Resorts board 
then used the result of this in-
vestigation to toss Okada off the 
board and forcibly repurchase 
his 20 percent stake in the com-
pany. The grounds cited sound 
especially jaw dropping in light 
of the recent charges against 
Wynn: Okada was “unsuitable” 
to hold a gaming license.

Okada sued, and that lawsuit 
is just months away from being 
tried. One of Okada’s conten-
tions will be that the investiga-
tion was little more than a pre-
tense to do what Wynn wanted 
to do in the first place. Indeed, 
the judge in the case ruled earlier 
this month that Okada can even 
bring claims against several of 
the Wynn Resorts board mem-
bers who voted against him. If 
the company has more dirty lau-
ndry, this trial could air it out.

Then there’s the matter of 
Wynn’s ex-wife Elaine, who 
owns 9 percent of the stock (she 
was also tossed from the board). 
In a legal filing, she said that she 
learned about the $7.5 million 
settlement in 2009, and infor-
med the company’s general cou-
nsel, Kim Sinatra. If confirmed, 
that raises an obvious question: 
Has the board known all along 
about Wynn’s sexual behavior 
but chose to look the other way?

In circling the wagons around 
Steve Wynn, the Wynn Resor-
ts board is playing a dangerous 

game. Gambling is a highly re-
gulated industry that puts a pre-
mium on the integrity of gaming 
operators. Regulators in Neva-
da, Macau and Massachusetts 
are all doing their own investi-
gations into Steve Wynn and the 
company. They are not going to 
look kindly on the board’s deci-
sion to kill the O’Melveny inves-
tigation. And if it turns out that 
the board knew about the settle-
ment and said nothing, or that it 
forced the sale of a Wynn foe’s 
20 percent stake without cause 
- that is not going to bode well.

Belatedly, the board seems to 
finally be understanding this. 
Late Monday, it announced it 
was going back to Plan A, brin-
ging in an outside law firm to 
conduct an independent inves-
tigation. Alas, the firm it chose, 
Gibson Dunn & Crutcher LLP, 
is one that has “deep ties” with 
the company, as the Wall Street 
Journal put it. (Among other 
things, Sinatra, the general cou-
nsel, is a former Gibson Dunn 
partner.) So it appears that the 
board is still trying to contain 
the investigation.

Now is not the time. Wynn Re-
sorts is in the process of seeking 
a gaming license in Massachu-
setts as it builds a $2.4 billion 
casino complex. As difficult as it 
may be for individual directors, 
they need to finally turn their 
back on their former leader and 
start protecting the company.

I’ve complained in the past 
about shareholder activists 
attempting to replace board 
members for no particularly 
good reason other than the sto-
ck price has fallen. Here is the 
opposite situation: the stock 
is fine, but the board despera-
tely needs to be replaced. Yet I 
haven’t heard a single activist 
- or company shareholder - say 
one word about the way this 
board is endangering this com-
pany. Carl Icahn, Nelson Peltz, 
Bill Ackman - they all have the 
resources to take a big stake in 
Wynn Resorts. If they sought to 
oust the directors, I suspect they 
would have plenty of support 
from the company’s sharehol-
ders.

So what are you waiting for, 
fellas?  

The lights of the skyline of the Frankfurt banking district are 
reflected in the river main after the sun set
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BEIjIng has no idea why the 
U.S. feels “so insecure,” a Chi-

nese spokesman said yesterday, 
responding to an American gover-
nment report singling out China 
as among the countries posing the 
greatest cyber threats.

The U.S. remains the world’s top 
major power, with “unparalleled” 
military strength, foreign minis-
try spokesman Geng Shuang told 
reporters at a regularly scheduled 
news briefing. “I have no idea why 
the US still feel so insecure,” Geng 
said.

“We hope the U.S. will dis-
card the zero-sum mindset, stop 
viewing big power relationship 
from the perspective of confron-
tation, follow the trend of times of 
peaceful development and work 
with Russia and China to jointly 
ensure the world peace and stabi-
lity,” Geng said.

The U.S. report also listed Russia, 
Iran and North Korea as posing 
major cyber threats. National In-
telligence Director Dan Coats said 
Tuesday that the U.S. must craft 
responses to minimize attacks.

U.S. officials have accused Chi-
na — including its military — of 
operating a sweeping hacking 
operation targeting the Pentagon, 
defense contractors and other tar-
gets. In addition to stealing secrets 
and intellectual property, the ope-
rations could also be used to atta-
ck the U.S. financial system, power 
grid and other critical infrastruc-
ture in the event of a conflict.

“Cyber has been a game-changer 
in many, many ways,” Coats said. 
“The United States is under attack 
— now.”

China is seen as America’s long-
time rival for diplomatic influence 
and military dominance in Asia. 
While Beijing is moving swiftly to 
strengthen its military and expand 
its presence in the South China 
Sea, Indian Ocean and elsewhere, 
American strength is shored up 
by robust alliances with countries 
such as Japan, South Korea and 
Australia.

Coats and other top intelligence 
officials appeared at a Senate inte-
lligence committee hearing Tues-
day to discuss their annual asses-
sment of global threats facing the 
United States.

Along with the threat of cybera-
ttacks, North Korea’s pursuit of 
nuclear-tipped missiles that can 
reach the United States, Russian 
and Chinese aggression, and the 
standoff between Iranian and Sau-
di Arabia-backed proxies were all 
detailed in the 28-page paper. AP

CHInEsE deal makers 
that racked up debts for 

overseas deals and are now 
reversing course to pay down 
borrowings have attracted 
the attention of restructuring 
specialists.

As President Xi Jinping 
steps up leverage curbs, bor-
rowing costs in China have 
jumped. The nation’s most 
high-profile deal makers in-
cluding HNA Group Co. have 
come under mounting re-
gulatory scrutiny, and have 
been selling assets as they try 
to rein in borrowings. HNA 
missed payments to several 
Chinese banks and its bond 
yields have in recent months 
traded at times at levels that 
are often considered distres-
sed.

“Chinese companies have 
been active in overseas ac-
quisitions in recent years and 
some of their investments 
have not panned out,” said 
Damien Whitehead, partner 
at law firm Ashurst, without 
naming any specific com-
panies. “Some of these com-
panies are in a tight liquidity 
situation and their debt may 
need to be restructured.”

If big Chinese borrowers get 
into more distress, this could 
cause a big upswing in res-
tructuring activity, he added.

China’s efforts to deleverage 
its economy have also made 
it harder for smaller business 
to access credit. There has 
been speculation that trend 

could intensify after China’s 
central bank governor Zhou 
Xiaochuan warned last year 
that the nation could face the 
threat of a “Minsky Moment,” 
referring to a plunge in asset 
values following unsustaina-
ble gains or the exhaustion 
of credit growth, and named 
after Hyman Minsky.

There are also a number of 
banks and funds in China that 
have invested or lent money 
offshore, and run into pro-
blems, spurring restructuring 
activity, according to James 
Dubow, managing director at 
Alvarez & Marsal Asia Ltd.

A spike in local financing 
costs in China after a debt 
market rout last year has ad-
ded to strains.

“Some of the groups pre-
viously took advantage of 
cheap money onshore to fi-
nance acquisitions but with 
liquidity tightening onshore, 
they no longer have access to 
cheap funding,” said Edwin 
Wong, chief investment offi-
cer of Hong Kong-headquar-

tered asset manager SSG Ca-
pital Management. Wong also 
declined to name companies. 

SSG, which was founded by 
executives who ran Lehman 
Brothers’ Asia special situa-
tions group, raised USD2.5 
billion for secured lending 
and special situations last 
year, according to Wong. The 
firm sees rising opportunities 
from Chinese companies, he 
said.

Given China’s scale and im-
portance to the region, it is 
likely to be very closely wat-
ched by distressed investors 
this year, according to Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
LLP.

“If we see a major correc-
tion in the Chinese real estate 
market, that would undou-
btedly result in distressed 
opportunities, given the con-
centration of Asian high-yield 
bond issuances in that sector 
in recent years,” said Nao-
mi Moore, financial restruc-
turing partner at the firm. 
Bloomberg

Spokesman says 
no idea why US 
feels ‘so insecure’

Debt-laden dealmakers eyed 
by restructuring firms 

China’s former internet czar 
ousted in graft campaign
Lu Wei, former deputy head 

of the Publicity Department 
of the Communist Party of Chi-
na (CPC) Central Committee and 
former head of the Cyberspace 
Administration of China, has 
been expelled from the Party and 
dismissed from public office, ac-
cused of multiple offenses inclu-
ding taking bribes.

The party’s anti-corruption wa-
tchdog body announced the dis-
missal earlier this week after an 
investigation by the CPC Central 
Commission for Discipline Ins-
pection (CCDI).

The investigation found that 
Lu had severely violated the Par-
ty’s political discipline and rules. 
While appearing to be obedient, 
he covertly refused to implement 
the Party’s decisions and polices 
in practice, the CCDI said in a 
statement.

The CCDI accused Lu of decei-
ving the CPC Central Commit-
tee, being defiant of rules, acting 
wantonly and issuing groundless 

criticisms of the CPC Central 
Committee’s decisions and poli-
cies.

He was also found to have obs-
tructed the central authority’s 
discipline inspections, abused 
power and public resources for 
personal purposes and unscru-
pulously sought personal in-
fluence.

Lu was formerly the country’s 
top internet regulator and cen-
sor. His responsibilities included 
holding high-profile meetings 
with top executives from foreign 
technology and internet com-
panies, including Apple chief 
executive Tim Cook, Microsoft’s 
Satya Nadella, and Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg.

Among a long list of accusations 
against Lu was that he engaged 
in factionalism and “selectively 
enforced” the party’s “strategic 
arrangements on internet work,” 
in addition to being corrupt and 
abusing his powers.

It said his case would be refer-
red to “the relevant national bo-
dies to be dealt with according to 
law.”

Lu had been placed under in-
vestigation in November on sus-
picion of “serious violations of 
discipline.”

He had already been replaced 
as internet czar in June but until 
Tuesday had formally retained 
his position as vice minister of 
propaganda.

Lu had been known as a hard- 
liner responsible for leading the 
government’s efforts to tighten 
control over domestic cyberspa-
ce and championing the party’s 
position that governments have 
a right to filter and censor their 
countries’ internet.

China has long sought to utili-
ze the web for commercial pur-
poses, while preventing the free 
exchange of information.

Lu wielded wide-ranging 
powers over what China’s 700 
million internet users could view 
online and acted as gatekee-
per for technology companies 
wishing to do business in China.

He demanded tough security 
checks on imported foreign tech 
products and enforced measures 
to restrict the activities of foreign 
internet companies and block 
social networks like Facebook, 
Twitter and YouTube in the 
name of preserving social stabi-
lity.

Lu’s departure has not led to 
any easing of such demands 
or restrictions on information. 
MDT/Agencies

Lu Wei

 
We hope the 
U.S. will discard 
the zero-sum 
mindset.

GENG SHUANG

 Lu was 
formerly the 
country’s 
top internet 
regulator and 
censor
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Jim Gomez, Manila

THE Philippine go-
vernment rejects 

Chinese names given to 
some undersea features 
in a vast offshore region 
where the Philippines 
has undisputed sove-
reign rights, the presi-
dential spokesman said 
yesterday in a new tiff 
despite the Asian nei-
ghbors’ mended ties.

The Philippines has al-
ready raised its concern 
to China over its naming 
of the undersea features 
in Benham Rise and 
may officially notify the 
international hydrogra-
phic body that lists such 
records, spokesman 
Harry Roque Jr. said.

China proposed the 
names for the features 
in 2015 and 2017, he 
said.

In Beijing, a Chinese 
foreign ministry spokes-
man said yesterday that 
China has been partici-
pating in activities rela-
ted to proposing names 
for undersea features 
“in accordance with 
international practi-
ce”and the rules of the 
international hydrogra-
phic body.

“China fully respects 

CHIna appealed to 
President Donald 

Trump yesterday to 
avoid disrupting tra-
de and to settle steel 
and aluminum disputes 
through negotiation af-
ter Trump said he would 
decide whether to impo-
se tariffs or quotas.

U.S.-Chinese trade is 
“mutually beneficial” 
and disagreements are 
inevitable, said foreign 
ministry spokesman 
Geng Shuang. He said 
all governments should 
“spare no effort to avoid 
negative impacts” on the 
global recovery.

Trump said Tuesday 
he is “considering all 
options” in response to 
complaints Chinese steel 
and aluminum being sold 
at improperly low prices 
threatens American jobs. 
Speaking to legislators, 
the president said he mi-
ght take action on natio-
nal security grounds.

“We should see these 
differences in a reasona-
ble and objective manner 
and properly handle and 
manage them through 
dialogue and consulta-
tion following the prin-
ciple of mutual respect, 
equality and mutual be-
nefit,” said Geng.

Trump’s government 

the Philippines’ con-
tinental shelf rights 
over Benham Rise,” 
said Geng Shuang, the 
Chinese spokesman. 
“Meanwhile, we hope 
the relevant parties can 
be objective and res-
ponsible in viewing re-
levant technical works.”

Benham Rise lies on 
the other side of the 
Philippine archipelago 
from the South Chi-
na Sea, where Manila, 
Beijing and four other 
governments have been 
locked in territorial dis-
putes.

Critics have ques-
tioned why President 
Rodrigo Duterte’s ad-
ministration allowed 
a group from China to 
undertake scientific 
research in the waters 
given Manila’s long-

has raised tariffs on Chi-
nese-made aluminum 
foil and stainless steel to 
offset what Washington 
says are improper subsi-
dies. Last month, Trump 
also approved higher ta-
riffs on solar cells and 
washing machines from 
China.

Steel and aluminum 
are among industries in 
which Beijing is trying 
to reduce excess produc-
tion capacity other go-
vernments say are floo-
ding their markets and 
threatening jobs. Despi-
te that, steel output has 
risen while aluminum 
producers are setting 
up new, more efficient 
smelters.

Trump said the U.S. 
aluminum and steel in-
dustries are “being deci-
mated by dumping” He 
said if the U.S. were ever 
in a military conflict, “we 
don’t want to be buying 
steel from a country that 
we’re fighting.”

The U.S. Commerce 
Department announced 
in November it wou-
ld investigate whether 
Chinese aluminum pro-
ducers receive improper 
government subsidies. It 
estimated prices were 56 
to 60 percent below the 
proper level. AP

simmering territorial 
conflict with Beijing in 
the South China Sea.

China has defied and 
refuses to comply with 
an international arbi-
tration ruling that in-
validated its claim to 
virtually all of the South 
China Sea on historical 
grounds.

“We object and do not 
recognize the Chinese 
names given to some 
undersea features in the 
Philippine Rise,” Ro-
que said in a statement, 
using the name given by 
the Duterte administra-
tion to Benham Rise.

Duterte ordered an 
end last week to all fo-
reign scientific research 
missions in Benham 
Rise after officials said 
the Philippines’ undis-
puted sovereign rights 

in the potentially oil- 
and gas-endowed body 
of water off its nor-
theastern coast came 
under question.

The president followed 
up with a warning that 
he will order the navy 
to fire if other countries 
extract resources from 
within his country’s ex-
clusive economic zone, 
a 200-nautical mile 
stretch of sea where a 
coastal state has inter-
nationally recognized 
exclusive rights to ex-
ploit resources under a 
1982 U.N. treaty.

Foreign ships can pass 
but cannot fish or ex-
tract oil and gas from 
the under the seabed.

There were no imme-
diate comments from 
Chinese Embassy offi-
cials.

Chinese and Philippi-
ne officials met Tuesday 
in Manila and discussed 
proposed joint projects 
in the South China Sea. 
They said China and 
Southeast Asian nations 
would begin negotia-
tions early next month 
on a “code of conduct” 
aimed at reducing the 
risks of armed confron-
tations in the contested 
territories. AP

Philippines objects to China’s 
naming of undersea features

PRC appeals to Trump 
to avoid disrupting trade

Subsidies to reward longer 
range electric cars raised

CHIna is increasing 
subsidies for electric 
vehicles that can tra-
vel longer distances 

on a single charge, while also 
making it more difficult for 
battery-powered automobiles 
to qualify for any new incen-
tives under a central govern-
ment plan.

The central government in-
centive for electric cars that 
have a range of 400 kilometers 
(249 miles) and beyond on a 
single charge has been raised 
to 50,000 yuan (USD7,900) 
from 44,000 yuan, the finance 
ministry said in a statement 
dated Tuesday. At the same 
time, vehicles have to be able 
to go at least 150 kilometers 
on a single charge to be eligib-
le for incentives, up from 100 
kilometers previously.

Incentives at central and 
provincial levels have been 
key to making electric vehi-
cles more affordable in Chi-
na, helping the market sur-
pass the U.S. as the world’s 
biggest in 2015. The Chinese 
government is leaning toward 
allowing provinces to con-
tinue with local subsidies 
for EVs to sustain the rising 
demand for new-energy au-
tomobiles in the country, 

Bloomberg News reported.
The new rules, which went 

into effect Feb. 12, also cut 
subsidies by varying degrees 
for cars with a driving range 
of less than 300 kilometers, 
according to the statement. 
Separately, only electric cars 
with battery energy densi-
ty above 105 watt-hours per 
kilogram are eligible for the 
subsidies under the new rule. 
The threshold was raised 

from 90 watt-hours per kilo-
gram.

The government also cut 
subsidies by as much as half 
for buses that qualify as new- 
energy vehicles, depending on 
the length and nature of the 
powertrain.

BYD Co. jumped as much as 
5.5 percent in Hong Kong tra-
ding to HKD72.65, the biggest 
intraday gain in more than 
three weeks. China’s largest 
maker of new-energy vehicles 
has said it plans to introduce 
three EV models with a dri-
ving range of at least 400 kilo-
meters in the first half.

BYD and other Chinese-
car manufacturers including 
BAIC Motor Corp. and Anhui 
Zotye Automobile Co. have all 
benefited from subsidies given 
by China as the nation tries to 
encourage production of less- 
polluting vehicles.

The latest policy aims to 
discourage protectionism by 

asking provincial governmen-
ts to avoid rules that unduly 
favor local manufacturers and 
suppliers while administe-
ring the subsidies. Some au-

tomakers have complained of 
invisible barriers outside their 
home province, and find it ti-
me-consuming to get funding 
approvals. Bloomberg 

A Filipino soldier patrols at the shore of Pagasa island(Thitu 
Island) in the Spratly group of islands

 Incentives 
at central and 
provincial levels 
have been 
key to making 
electric vehicles 
more affordable 
in China
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MalaysIa’s economic 
growth is set to mode-

rate this year from a three- 
year high in 2017, but still 
post a solid performance on 
the back of strong domestic 
demand.

Gross domestic product 
rose 5.9 percent in the four-
th quarter from a year ear-
lier, the central bank said 
yesterday in Kuala Lumpur, 
slightly above the median 
estimate of 5.8 percent in a 
Bloomberg survey. The eco-
nomy expanded 5.9 percent 
in 2017.

The economy has benefited 
from an export boom, a sta-
ble labor market and Prime 
Minister Najib Razak’s cash 
handouts to low-income 
earners, which have helped 
to underpin consumer spen-
ding in the Southeast Asian 
nation. Public spending on 
infrastructure projects have 
also added jobs and boosted 
investment. The government 
is forecasting growth of as 
much as 5.5 percent this year.

“Growth in 2018 will mo-
derate slightly, but it will still 

be a good and solid year,” 
said  Edward Lee, chief eco-
nomist for Southeast Asia 
at Standard Chartered Plc 
in Singapore. “The ongoing 
infrastructure projects will 
support investment and ex-
ternal demand will remain 
healthy, but a bit slower than 
last year.”

Stronger growth since last 
year has fueled inflation 
concerns and prompted the 
central bank to raise interest 
rates in January for the first 
time since 2014. The central 
bank on Wednesday said 
growth this year will remain 
favorable, with domestic de-
mand being a key driver.

“The expected faster expan-
sion in global growth would 
continue to benefit Malay-
sia’s exports, with positive 
spillovers to the domestic 
economic activity,” the cen-
tral bank said. “Headline 
inflation is expected to mo-
derate in 2018, reflecting a 
smaller contribution from 
global cost factors and a 
stronger ringgit compared to 
2017.” Bloomberg

Malaysia 
moderating 
growth in 2018 

Cambodia’s King Norodom Sihamoni

Ca M b o D I a n 
lawmakers yesterday una-
nimously approved chan-
ges to the criminal code 

and the constitution that can fur-
ther limit free speech and politi-
cal activities, already under stress 
from the government of Prime Mi-
nister Hun Sen.

All 123 members of the National 
Assembly approved the changes to 
the criminal code making lese ma-
jeste — insulting the monarchy — 
a criminal offense punishable by a 
fine and up to five years in prison. 
A court dissolved the opposition 
Cambodia National Rescue Par-
ty last year at the government’s 
behest, and its lawmakers have 
been replaced in the assembly by 
ones who support the government.

The broadly worded constitu-
tional amendments ban foreign 
interference in Cambodian affairs 
and political activity that could be 
harmful to the national interest.

Hun Sen has been in power for 
three decades, and while main-
taining a framework of democra-
cy, tolerates little opposition. In 
the past year, the government cra-

cked down severely on its oppo-
nents and critics, relying on the 
courts — widely considered to be 
under the influence of the ruling 
Cambodian People’s Party — to 
uphold criminal complaints it has 
lodged. In addition to dissolving 
the main opposition party, almost 
all critical media outlets have been 
shut down.

The government has said the lese 
majeste law is needed to protect 
the honor and reputation of the 
king.

King Norodom Sihamoni, 64, 

is a constitutional monarch who 
maintains a low profile and plays a 
minimal role in public affairs, whi-
le Prime Minister Hun Sen exer-
cises almost absolute control over 
politics.

Earlier this month, the human ri-
ghts group International Commis-
sion of Jurists condemned the Ca-
binet’s approval of the lese majeste 
legislation, saying it “appears to be 
a further attempt by the govern-
ment to weaponize the country’s 
legislation against its perceived 
opponents.” AP

CAMBOdIA

Lawmakers approve 
lese majeste law
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Heo Saeng-gum (center), mother of South Korean player Kim Selin, reacts while sitting with her son Kim Se Hyung (left) and her 
husband Kim Woo Il (right), as they watch Kim Selin play for the Koreas

WInTEr OLYMPICS

‘So proud’: Parents’ views on 
joint Korea hockey team evolve

Award-winning Myanmar reporters appear in court
TWo Myanmar jour-

nalists facing up to 14 
years in prison if convicted 
of receiving government 
secrets appeared for their 
latest court hearing in Yan-
gon yesterday, one day af-
ter it was announced that 
they had won a major press 
freedom award.

Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe 
Oo were arrested Dec. 12 
after police accused them 

of violating the Official 
Secrets Act by acquiring 
“important secret papers” 
from two policemen.

Reuters news agency last 
week published the story 
they were working on, an 
account of the extrajudicial 
killing last year of 10 men 
from Myanmar’s Muslim 
Rohingya minority.

The case against the two 
reporters has been stron-

gly criticized as an effort 
to intimidate the press, 
especially its coverage of 
the sensitive situation in 
Myanmar’s Rakhine state, 
where the military is accu-
sed of massive human ri-
ghts abuses against Rohin-
gya.

On Tuesday, the literary 
and human rights organi-
zation PEN America an-
nounced that it was giving 

the reporters its Freedom 
to Write Award, which ho-
nors those who have risked 
adversity in the cause of 
free expression.

“I can tell you we worked 
in accordance with me-
dia ethics. I totally believe 
that,” Wa Lone told repor-
ters as he left the court yes-
terday.

The court session inclu-
ded testimony from the 

fourth prosecution wit-
ness, a police officer who 
said he took part in the ar-
rest, said Than Zaw Aung, 
a lawyer for the journalists.

He said the defense 
challenged the officer’s 
testimony, and questioned 
whether he had even been 
present at the arrest.

“So far, the court case is 
going normally and the ar-
ticle that Reuters has pub-

lished did not really affect 
the court case,” Than Zaw 
Aung said. “According to 
the law and the legal pro-
cess, we are trying as hard 
as we can to get things 
done.”

He said the court had 
agreed to their request 
that two prosecution wit-
nesses, rather than a sin-
gle one, testify at the next 
hearing. AP

Hyung-Jin Kim, Gangneung

WHEn the Koreas sud-
denly began the push 

to form a joint Olympic team 
in women’s hockey, angry pa-
rents of South Korean players 
considered public demonstra-
tions against the notion. They 
thought the plan would cost 
their daughters time on the ice 
— and, just as important, put 
them right in the crossfire of in-
ter-Korean politics.

Once the Pyeongchang Olym-
pics opened, though, attitudes 
started changing.

As Team Korea becomes one 
of the hottest newsmakers in 
the Winter Games, their dau-
ghters are drawing crowds of 
spectators and journalists who 
want to know more about a 
squad at the center of rare ra-
pprochement moves between 
the two rival Koreas split along 
the world’s most heavily forti-
fied border for 70 years.

“I’m so proud of my daughter,” 
said Woo hee-jun, mother of 
South Korean substitute goalie 
Han Dohee, who hasn’t hit the 
ice in all three of her team’s 
preliminary-round matches. “If 
Dohee plays, I would be happy 
to see that, but I still come to 
the stadium to root for the joint 
team because she’s part of it.”

All three games at the Kwan-
dong Hockey Center were filled 
with thousands of spectators 
chanting “We are one” and wa-
ving a blue-and-white “unifica-
tion flag” that North and South 
Korean hockey players put on 
their uniforms instead of their 
national flags. Hundreds of 
others waited in lines to enter 
the stadium — a highly unu-
sual scene in a country without 
a professional women’s hockey 
team.

The team’s first two matches 
against Switzerland and Swe-
den both ended in crushing 8-0 
defeats. It lost again to historic 
rival Japan 4-1 yesterday. But 
world media cared more about 

the historic significance of the 
games, rather than scores, and 
the team’s first goal recorded 
Wednesday. After the debut 
game Saturday, Swiss players 
and their coach were bombar-
ded with questions about how 
they felt going up against such a 
historically important team.

After her team’s Japan mat-
ch, Han went up to the stand to 
meet her mother, grandmother 
and other family members.

“I feel sorry to my family be-
cause I failed to play on the 
games. I should train harder,” 
Han said. “I really want to 
[play] and I will just get myself 
prepared to play anytime.”

Woo said she had a “bitter-
sweet feeling” because the Ko-
rean team clinched its first goal 

but that she couldn’t see her 
daughter on the rink again.

The squad’s formation ini-
tially triggered a serious ba-
cklash in South Korea, with a 
dozen North Korean athletes 
being added to South Korea’s 
23-person team. A survey 
showed that about 70 percent 
of South Koreans opposed the 
team’s makeup.

South Korean Prime Minister 
Lee Nak-yon tossed fuel on the 
fire after local media cited him 
as saying his nation’s hockey 
team was already “out of the 
medal range” while backing the 
idea of a combined team. He 
later offered a public apology, 
though he said his comments 
were taken out of context.

Woo said she was initially qui-

te frustrated at the joint team 
plans. The 12 North Korean 
hockey players include a goalie 
— her daughter’s position. “It 
didn’t make sense,” she said. 
“But it was something the go-
vernment was pushing to do, 
and we are weak so that we had 
no other options [other than] to 
follow its decision.”

Woo said she’s a bit relieved 
after her daughter asked her not 
to worry too much because she 
and the North Korean goalie, 
Ri Pom, could learn from each 
other. Han confirmed Wednes-
day that she doesn’t feel any 
rivalry against Ri, saying she’s 
getting along with all 12 North 
Korean players. She described 
them as “innocent” and “pure- 
hearted.”

Heo Saeng-gum, mother of 
South Korean defender Kim 
Selin, who appeared in both 
of the preliminary round ma-
tches, said she feels very sorry 
for the South Korean players 
who could lose playing time. “If 
somebody is taken off an entry, 
they would suffer the pains and 
a sense of loss.”

Nevertheless, Heo considers 
her daughter an “honor of our 
family.” Her husband, Kim 
Woo Il, said he’s proud of his 
daughter for “marking a chap-
ter in the history” of inter-Ko-
rean relations and paving the 
way for a chance to promote 
hockey in South Korea.

Every move by North and 
South Korean players was in 
the news. They held birthday 
parties for two North Korean 
athletes, took a selfie together, 
created a dictionary to overco-
me a linguistic divide between 

the Koreas and visited an east 
coast beach together to enjoy 
winter breezes and sodas.

On Monday night, when Sou-
th Korean forward Choi Jiyeon 
spoke to reporters that she’s 
grown close to two North Ko-
rean players, Hwang Chung 
Gum and Kim Hyang Mi, she 
called them “eonni,” a Korean 
word used when a woman re-
fers to an elder sister or friend.

“The eonnis approached and 
talked to me first, and they ca-
red for me,” Choi said.

After the Olympics, Korean 
players will be separated, pro-
bably for good, because the two 
Koreas bar their citizens from 
visiting each other or exchan-
ging phone calls, letters and 
emails.

“The other day,” Woo said, 
“Dohee told me she’ll likely cry 
because there are no ways to 
stay in touch with North Korean 
players once they leave here.” AP

 The squad’s 
formation 
initially 
triggered 
a serious 
backlash in 
South Korea
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HaItI’s president 
condemned the Bri-
tish charity Oxfam for 
a sexual misconduct 

scandal, describing the alleged 
misbehavior of aid workers han-
dling earthquake recovery effor-
ts as a violation of basic human 
decency.

The comments from Haitian 
President Jovenel Moise add to 
the condemnation the anti-po-
verty charity has received since 
the Times of London revealed 
last week some Oxfam employees 
paid for sex while working in 
Haiti among people devastated 
by the 2010 earthquake.

“There is nothing more shame-
ful than a sexual predator using 
the veil of catastrophe as a means 
to exploit the vulnerable in their 
most defenseless moments,” 
Moise said yesterday [Macau 
time]. “What transpired is a vio-
lation of basic human decency.”

Meanwhile, Britain’s charity 
watchdog opened an inquiry into 
how Oxfam handled the allega-
tions of sexual abuse in Haiti in 
2011.

Documents provided by Oxfam 
have led to further questions and 
suggest that the charity might 
not have “fully and frankly dis-
closed material details about the 
allegations at the time,” the Cha-
rity Commission said.

The investigation was launched 
a day after Oxfam Great Britain’s 
deputy chief executive resigned 
and apologized to the govern-
ment and donors.

“Issues revealed in recent days 
are shocking and unacceptable,” 
commission Deputy Chief Exe-
cutive David Holdsworth said. 
“It is important that we take this 
urgent step to ensure that these 
matters can be dealt with fully 
and robustly.”

Haiti’s president described the 
recent disclosures as “dishear-
tening” since the British people 
gave money to help Haiti recover 
from the earthquake “with al-
truistic intent.”

“The people of Haiti were and 
are immensely thankful for the 
support the international com-
munity brought to us in the wake 
of our terrible tragedy in 2010, 
but that gratitude ought not to 
be mistaken for docility in the 
face of abhorrent violations such 
as these,” Moise said. “Disasters 
may strike, but a people’s dignity 
and rights persist.”

Oxfam International is a confe-
deration of 20 organizations. The 
recent allegations concerning 
Haiti and Chad relate to Oxfam 
GB, one of the 20 affiliate orga-
nizations, but there are troubles 
elsewhere with the organization.

oxfaM CorruptIon In 
guatEMala 

Prosecutors said they have de-
tained ex-President Alvaro Co-
lom and nearly his entire former 
Cabinet, including the current 
chairman of Oxfam Internatio-
nal, in a Guatemala corruption 
case involving a bus concession.

Colom, who governed in 2008-
2012, is the latest in a series of 
former Guatemalan presidents 
to face legal problems. He was 
recently named by the Organi-
zation of American States as an 
envoy to Honduras in a bid to 
help sort out a highly disputed 
election there.

Colom said after appearing 
making a court appearance that 
as far as he knows, the conces-
sion was handled properly. He 
added that he hopes justice is 
done in the case.

Special prosecutor Juan Fran-
cisco Sandoval, who said Co-
lom was arrested yesterday, is 
looking into questionable pur-
chases of public buses for Gua-
temala City. Sandoval said those 
arrested face charges of fraud 
and embezzlement.

Sandoval said the detentions 
included the former ministers 
of the interior, finance, defense, 
economy, education, labor, en-
vironment, health, sports and 
culture, and energy and mines. 
Ex-Finance Minister Alberto 
Fuentes Knight is the Oxfam 
chairman.

The global nonprofit said in a 
statement that it did not know 
the nature of formal charges 
against Fuentes.

“However,” it said, “he has 
been entirely open with his Ox-
fam board and executive that he 
has been among former officials 
being investigated as part of a 

budgetary transaction made by 
the Guatemalan government 
while he was finance minister.”

“He has assured us that he has 
cooperated fully with the inves-
tigation in the confidence he did 
not knowingly transgress rules 
or procedures,” the group added.

The case centers on a public bus 
company known as Transurba-
no. The government auctioned 
off 25-year concessions for Gua-
temala City bus routes, and the 
private companies that won the 
contracts were later exempted 
from taxes.

Prosecutors say the process was 
deeply flawed and included sub-
sidies and other measures that 
benefited public servants. The 
United Nations anti-corruption 
mission in Guatemala participa-
ted in the investigation.

Chief prosecutor Thelma Alda-
na said later at a news conferen-
ce that investigators suspect the 
government was defrauded out 
of USD35 million.

A number of Guatemalan 
ex-presidents and other hi-
gh-ranking officials have been 

swept in a series of corruption 
probes.

They include a customs fraud 
scandal that allegedly sent ki-
ckbacks to then-President Otto 
Perez Molina and Vice President 
Roxana Baldetti, leading both to 
resign in 2015. They have been 
jailed awaiting trial, but more 
than 100 defense filings have de-
layed the process.

Alfonso Portillo, Guatema-
la’s president in 2000-2004, 
was extradited to the United 
States and pleaded guilty to 
money laundering conspira-
cy in 2014.  Portillo acknow-
ledged taking $2.5 million in 
bribes from the government of 
Taiwan to continue Guatema-
la’s diplomatic recognition of 
Taipei. MDT/Agencies

OxfAM SCAndAL

Haiti leader says Oxfam workers 
violated ‘basic human decency’

oxfam troubles with china

In 2010, Oxfam got in trouble 
with Beijing. China’s education 
ministry has ordered universities 
to cut ties with Oxfam and prevent 
it from recruiting on campuses, 
accusing its Hong Kong branch 
of a hidden political agenda. A 
notice attributed to the education 
ministry said the Hong Kong 
branch of Oxfam, which oversees 
operations on the mainland, was 
a “non-governmental organi-
zation seeking to infiltrate” the 
mainland. It described the group’s 
head as a “stalwart of the oppo-

sition faction”, according to the 
South China Morning Post, which 
saw the notice on a website run by 
Minzu University in Beijing. The 
notice, dated 4 February 2010, 
added: “All education depart-
ments and institutions of higher 
education must raise their guard 
and together recognize and take 
precautions against the unfriendly 
intentions of Oxfam Hong Kong’s 
recruitment of college volunteers.” 
Since then, Oxfam was banned 
from universities’ campuses on the 
mainland.

Guatemala: Police officers pat down former Guatemalan President Alvaro Colom

Haiti: President Jovenel Moise talks during a ceremony on the eighth anniversary of the 2010 earthquake, in Port-au-Prince
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:10
17:50
18:35
19:00
19:50
20:25

20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:10
22:55

23:00
23:35
23:55
01:35
04:55

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Champions League: Porto x Liverpool (Repeated)
Miscellaneous
What’s Up 
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Message from the Chief Executive, Dr. Chui Sai On, 
on the occasion of the Lunar New Year
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show    
Non-daily Portuguse News
Yes, Chef! Sr 2
Brazilian Soap Opera
Message from the Chief Executive, Dr. Chui Sai On, 
on the occasion of the Lunar New Year
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
European League: Astana x Sporting (Live)
European League: Marselha x Braga (Live)
RTPi Live 

what’s ON ...

The Golden Parade –ImPerIal WeaPonry 
from The Palace museum
TIme: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
unTIl: March 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admIssIon: Free
enquIrIes: (853) 8791 9814

ImaGInary BeInGs – IllusTraTIons By ana 
araGão
TIme: 12pm-8pm (closed on Mondays)
unTIl: February 21, 2018 
Venue: Taipa Village Art Space 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 2857 6118

The memoraBle TIme – The TradITIonal 
handIcrafT IndusTrIes of macau
TIme: 10am-6pm (closed on Mondays; open on 
public holidays)
unTIl: February 25, 2108 
Venue: Macau Museum 
admIssIon: MOP15  
enquIrIes: (853) 2835 7911

a conTrIBuTIon To The hIsTory of macau – 
exhIBITIon
TIme: 10:30am-5:30pm (closed on Mondays)
unTIl: March 31, 2018 
Venue: Gallery of Carmo Post Office in Taipa 
admIssIon: Free  
enquIrIes: (853) 2837 8138

11th Macau Design Biennial (HGM)
Time: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
Until: March 31, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

dIscoVer macau: museum of TaIPa and 
coloane hIsTory
TIme: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admIssIon: Free 
enquIrIes: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

The parents of Republican U.S. Senate candidate Kevin Ni-
cholson have donated the maximum amount to the campaign 
of their son’s Democratic rival, Sen. Tammy Baldwin.

Nicholson is in a primary battle against Republican state 
Sen. Leah Vukmir, with the winner advancing to take on Bal-
dwin in the fall.

Federal records show that Nicholson’s parents, Michael and 
Donna Nicholson, both gave USD2,700 in December to Bal-
dwin. Nicholson is a former Democrat, but his parents have a 
long history of donating to Democratic candidates. CNN first 
reported the donations to Baldwin.

Nicholson says in a statement that “My parents have a di-
fferent worldview than I do, and it is not surprising that they 
would support a candidate like Tammy Baldwin who shares 
their perspective.”

 Offbeat
wisconsin gop senate candidate’s 
parents donate to his rival

British forces in Singapore have surrendered uncondi-
tionally to the Japanese seven days after enemy troops 
first stormed the island.

A war correspondent of the Japanese News Agency in 
Singapore reported that fighting ceased along the entire 
Malayan front at 2200 local time.

The British and Japanese commanders-in-chief, Lieu-
tenant-General Arthur Percival and Lieutenant-General 
Yamashita Tomoyuki met in the Ford motor plant at the 
foot of Bukit Timah Hill to sign the surrender documents.

The British capitulation comes one week after Japane-
se forces invaded Singapore and only two weeks since 
their onslaught on the Malay Peninsula forced the British 
troops’ withdrawal to the island.

According to reports from Japanese headquarters the 
final deal was signed at 1900 local time and the ceasefire 
came into effect three hours later.

Under the terms of the surrender, 1,000 British troops 
will be left in Singapore city to maintain order until the 
Japanese Army complete their occupation.

The invasion began under cover of darkness on the night 
of 8 February when at least 50 boats laden with members 
of the 5th and 18th Japanese army divisions crossed the 
narrow Johore Straits, which is all that separates Singa-
pore from the Malay Peninsula.

By morning thousands more troops had landed. The 
well-trained and battle-hardened Japanese forces were 
also supported by aircraft and tanks.

Although they met some spirited counter-attacks, it was 
soon clear the island’s defence had been poorly planned. 
In attempting to defend the island’s entire coastline, the 
General Officer Commanding, Lieutenant-General Perci-
val had spread his forces too thinly.

The Allied force consisting of Australian, Malay, Indian 
and British soldiers, many fresh from defeat on the Malay 
Peninsula, were also short of weapons and poorly trained 
and with inadequate air support.

Against them, the Japanese troops moved swiftly across 
the island. The last line of defence, Singapore City, fell 
earlier today.

Courtesy bbC news

1942 singapore forced 
  to surrender

in context
Prime Minister Winston Churchill described the fall of Singa-
pore as “the worst disaster and largest capitulation in British 
history”.
The Japanese claimed to have taken 60,000 Imperial troops 
in Singapore - 16,000 British, 14,000 Australian and 32,000 
Indian soldiers. They also captured a large amount of equip-
ment.
The high number of prisoners was not surprising as the troops 
had been ordered to defend Singapore until the last possible 
moment so no major evacuation had been ordered.
Lt-Gen Percival, the British General Officer Commanding, 
said he had been forced to surrender when the loss of food, 
water, petrol and ammunition made it impossible to carry on 
the struggle.
The Japanese advance continued, taking US held Guam, Wake 
Island and the Philippines. The heroic resistance of the US 
garrison at Corregidor ended on 6 May 1942.
In Burma Japanese forces reached the Indian border before 
pausing for breath.
The Japanese advance in the Pacific was only finally halted in 
June when all four of its aircraft carriers were destroyed by 
the US in the Battle of Midway. An attempt to invade India 
from Burma was halted by British and Empire troops in 1944.

cinema
cineteatro
15 feb

ozzy
room 1
02:15, 04:00pm
director: alberto rodriguez
language: Cantonese 

agent mr Chan
room 1
5:45, 7:45, 9:45pm
director: Cheung ka kit
Starring: dayo wong tze wah, Charmaine Sheh Sze man    
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 

blaCk Panther
room 2
(2d) 02:15, 04:45, 9:45pm
(3d) 07:15pm
director: ryan Coogler
Starring: Chadwick boseman, lupita nyong’o      
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 134min

ferdinand
room 3
02:30, 04:30, 7:30pm
director: Carlos Saldanha
Starring: John Cena, kate mckinnon, bobby Cannavale
language: Cantonese
duration: 108min

Code geaSS lelouCh of the rebellion - 
ePiSode 1
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
director: goro taniguchi    
language: Japanese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 135 min
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aCroSS: 1-Oldsmobile model; 6- “Betsy’s Wedding” star; 10- Plays are divided up 
into these; 14- Heaps; 15- ___ avis; 16- In order (to); 17- Refine; 18- Jewish month; 
19- Harper’s Bazaar illustrator; 20- When prompted; 21- Pulpy summer refreshment; 
23- May honoree; 25- At least one; 26- Seward Peninsula city; 29- Historical periods; 
32- Hotelier Helmsley; 37- Simile center; 38- ___ moss; 39- Capital of United Kingdom; 
40- In spite of; 43- Hitching posts?; 44- Chow; 45- Impresario Hurok; 46- Later, dude!; 
47- Madras dress; 48- Wishing won’t make ___; 49- Light brown color, common to 
pale sunworshippers; 51- Where some vets served; 53- Pre-war apartment; 58- Bridge 
declaration; 62- Author ___ Stanley Gardner; 63- Wall Street pessimist; 64- “Exodus” 
actor Sal; 65- Discounted by; 66- Poet Pound; 67- Take ___ at (try); 68- Oceans; 69- 
Harvest; 70- ___ Amore;
 
down: 1- Lhasa ___; 2- Describe; 3- Util. bill; 4- Illuminate again; 5- Bony prefix; 6- 
Shrinking Asian sea; 7- Fill with cargo; 8- Stage 
plays; 9- Homerun king Hank; 10- Cruising; 
11- Thin rope; 12- London art gallery; 13- 
Opposite of NNW; 22- Hose; 24- Confronts; 
26- Grannies; 27- ___ Mio; 28- Dull surface; 
30- Go, team!; 31- Lost; 33- Conclusion; 
34- Writer of lyric poetry; 35- They’re taboo; 
36- ___-Saxon; 38- Buccaneer; 39- Caesar’s 
tongue; 41- Method; 42- Cigarette ingredient; 
47- Blessed event?; 48- Mischievous; 50- 
The color of honey; 52- Draw a bead on; 
53- Family portrait?; 54- Joy Adamson’s 
lioness; 55- Loch ___ monster; 56- Japan’s 
first capital; 57- Snare; 59- Architectural pier; 
60- Senate position; 61- Weeps; 62- Golf 
champ Ernie;

The BoRN LoSeR by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USeFUL TeLePhoNe NUMBeRS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WeATheR

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

min max Condition

China

world

-12
-1
3
3
1

flurry                        
clear/drizzle                 

drizzle/moderate rain         
moderate rain/drizzle         

clear/drizzle                 
 

-6
-22
-4
-11
1
-5
6
9
6
5
7
6
8
15
14
16

5
-7
6
-4
10
8
17
13
21
12
12
11
12
24
24
21

-8
4
8
5
10

cloudy                   
clear                    
clear                    
clear                    

cloudy                   
snow shower/clear        

cloudy                   
overcast                 

clear                    
overcast/drizzle         
overcast/drizzle         
overcast/drizzle         

cloudy/drizzle           
cloudy/clear             

cloudy                   
cloudy                   

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s time to try a new attitude - or 
maybe an old one that fits you 
really well. Start looking forward 
enthusiastically, with your awesome 
pioneering spirit. Your positive 
energy may start a ripple effect.

April 20-May 20
An unexpected meeting might 
shake you up a bit - this encounter 
just seems so coincidental. Is it 
really? It could be that the universe 
is goading you into taking a new 
look at a belief.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Look out for some cool, 
brainy action relating to your 
relationships today. Someone 
special is finally more or less on 
the same page, and it could be a 
sweet development.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re always there to step in when 
others bail out without warning. 
Staying late at work or picking 
something up for a friend could 
cramp your own style, but your caring 
nature means you’re always willing.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Things are getting exciting! Your travel 
plans are shaping up today (you are 
making some, right?), or maybe you’re 
getting invited to all the right parties, or 
maybe new romantic prospects appear 
that are worth further exploration.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You kind of have to plan in order 
to be spontaneous, and that’s 
precisely what you ought to be 
doing right now. Build plenty of 
wiggle room options into your 
schedule.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Get ready to branch out, try new 
activities and discover some wonderful 
things in odd places. Your brains, ideas, 
and feelings are all expanding outward, 
filling up your life with all kinds of 
positive energy and new possibilities.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Trust your intuition and you can 
start to see the good luck flow 
your way. Others may be in a more 
logical mood, but your instincts 
are enmeshed with your personal 
fortune for the time being. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Your personal inspiration can really 
motivate others to a remarkable 
degree for the time being. It’s lovely 
for your more timid people to see 
how you’re dealing with life - using 
that optimistic spirit.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Moving at great speed isn’t 
your typical mode, but for now, 
you’re getting somewhat ahead 
of yourself. You’re full of hot 
ideas and big schemes, and this is 
definitely good.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
A big challenge on the job is really 
just a big opportunity for you to 
prove your worth and strengthen 
your network. Develop a deeper 
awareness of all the subtleties of 
the situation.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re the link connecting some 
group of people, the one who began 
it all and still keeps it stuck like 
superglue. For now, there’s a great 
chance for your network to both 
strengthen and expand.

  Aquarius Pisces
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AtlEtICo Madrid 
says Chinese conglo-

merate Dalian Wanda 
Group has sold its stake 
in the Spanish club to an 
Israeli-owned company. 
Idan Ofer’s Quantum 
Pacific is raising its stake 
to 32 percent after ac-
quiring the 17 percent of 
Atletico that Wanda has 
owned since 2015.

The share sale will not 
impact on the naming ri-
ghts of Atletico’s recently 
inaugurated stadium, 
which is called Wanda 
Metropolitano.

Atletico said yesterday 
that Wanda’s decision 
to divest itself of shares 
in the team was part of 
a “global strategy,” ad-
ding that “mutual colla-
boration” will continue 
with Wanda, with “new 
initiatives” in the coming 
months.

Atletico says Wanda 
will remain a sponsor 

and help to develop the 
club brand in China.

Quantum Pacific ac-
quired a 15 percent stake 
in Atletico last year for 
50 million euros (then 
USD59 million). Its pur-
chase of Wanda’s 17 per-
cent stake needs to be 
authorized by the Spa-
nish Superior Council of 
Sports.

Atletico CEO Miguel 
Angel Gil and president 
Enrique Cerezo will re-
main the majority sha-
reholders of the team, 
which is the third force 
in Spanish soccer behind 
Barcelona and Real Ma-
drid.

Atletico has been stea-
dily gaining strength, 
becoming a regular title 
contender in Spain and 
in Europe, enabling it to 
attract lucrative spon-
sorships and increase 
television rights earnin-
gs. AP

Wanda sells 
Atletico Madrid 
stake to Israeli 
company

China’s Xue Chen passes the ball during a snow volleyball exhibition 
match at the Austria House in Pyeongchang

Snow volleyball: 
Like beach volleyball 
with warmer clothes
Stephen Wade, Pyeongchang

SnoW volleyball is not 
an Olympic sport. Pro-

bably never will be. But it 
had its finest moment yes-
terday when Prince Albert 
of Monaco — an Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
member — showed up at 
a chilly outdoor exhibition 
of snow volleyball at the 
Pyeongchang Olympics.

With hundreds cheering 
“Albert, Albert, Albert,” 
the Monaco royal made a 
30-second cameo appea-
rance on an icy court set up 
amid plastic palm trees ou-
tside the Austria House — 
the country’s promotional 
venue at the Olympics.

The prince put down his 
mulled wine, walked on to 
the court, twirled his right 
arm to get warm, and put 
the ball into play.

It was a perfect serve — 
and a great pitch for the fle-
dgling sport.

“I’m not sure what the 

possibilities are to include 
it on the program for the 
Winter Games, but it’s a 
nice link between summer 
and winter sports,” Albert 
told The Associated Press. 
“I’ve seen it played before 
in Switzerland, so I knew 
about it.”And the mulled 
wine? “You’ve got to warm 
up somehow,” Albert said.

They sneered at beach 
volleyball before it debuted 
at the 1996 Atlanta Games. 
Curling. Snowboarding. 
They’re popular Winter 

Olympics sports now that 
were obscure — or didn’t 
even exist a few decades 
ago.

Snow volleyball? Who 
knows? It’s just beach 
volleyball with warmer clo-
thes.

The exhibition match fea-
tured three former Olym-
pic gold medalists — two 
Brazilians. That’s instant 
credibility.

“It’s almost the same as 
beach volleyball. Same 
rules, just colder,” said 

Emanuel Rego, a Brazi-
lian who won gold in bea-
ch volleyball at the 2004 
Olympics. “The cold, I can 
handle it. I played in 12 
degrees one time in beach 
volleyball.”

Gilbert Godoy — known 
universally at Giba — also 
won gold for Brazil in 2004 
in the indoor game.”It’s just 
like moving in the sand, but 
it’s snow,” he said, showing 
off the soccer cleats players 
wear for grip.

“This is a tremendous 
thing we need to promote,” 
Giba added.

Snow volleyball is already 
played in a small European 
league. And there’s a Euro-
pean championship.

“It’s a serious thing,” said 
Martin Kaswurm, an Aus-
trian who gets credit for 
inventing the sport 10 years 
ago in Wagrain, Austria, 
not far from Salsburg. He 
said he set up a court outsi-
de his restaurant, got some 
exposure, and then began 
promoting it to Austrian ski 
resorts.

“It caught on and, and 
here we are.” Vladimir Gr-
bic won gold in volleyball 
at the 2000 Olympics. The 
Serbian summed up the fri-
gid game’s appeal. “If you 
want to achieve something 
important, you have to be a 
little crazy,” he said. AP
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Dave Skretta, Gangneung

WHEn the Inter-
national Skating 
Union made the 
popular deci-

sion to allow lyrics in all per-
formances, the Paul Simon 
classic “The Sound of Silen-
ce” seemed like it would be a 
natural choice.

The folk tune is light and 
airy and fits neatly within the 
confines of traditional figure 
skating.

Vanessa James and Morgan 
Cipres went in another direc-
tion.

Yes, the French pairs team 
chose the 1960s hit for their 
free skate last year, and will 
bring it back for their Olym-
pic program yesterday. But 
rather than the melodic ver-
sion performed by Simon and 
Art Garfunkel, they opted for 
a haunting, heavy metal co-
ver by American rock band 
Disturbed.

“It was our coaches who fou-
nd it,” James told The Asso-
ciated Press. “They were like, 
‘We really think it could be a 
hit.’ And Morgan listened to 
it and was like, ‘I don’t like 
it,’ because we weren’t used 
to it. And I was like, ‘OK, let 
me see if I can get into this.’ I 
thought it could be amazing, 
and I was like, ‘Morgan, let’s 
trust them.’ And we were so 
right to have trusted them.”

That’s because the stirring 
rendition, coupled with the 
pair’s dramatic program, 
became such a fan favorite 

that they replaced this sea-
son’s program with it for the 
Pyeongchang Games.

“When you have a powerful 
voice and words to express,” 
James said, “it changes 
everything.”

Now, nobody is throwing 
tradition out the window. 
Fans still will see four Olym-
pic programs set to “Carmen” 
and three to “Swan Lake.” 
Two programs are set to the 
figure skating staple “Moon-
light Sonata,” including one 
by ice dance favorites Ga-
briella Papadakis and Gui-
llaume Cizeron.

But the decision by skating’s 
governing body after the 
2014 Sochi Games to allow 
lyrics in all disciplines ex-
panded the breadth of what 
is available, and skaters have 
taken broad liberties with it.

Ed Sheeran and Coldplay 
will provide popular sou-
ndtracks to the rest of the 
Olympic skating scene. The 
rock bands Imagine Dragons 
and Snow Patrol, English vo-
calist Benjamin Clementine 
and pop musicians Lorde, 
Christina Aguilera and Adele 
also have music in the mix.

“At the beginning, people 
were just choosing random 
music,” Cipres recalled, “but 
after some time I think peo-
ple realized it didn’t work. 
You have to choose your mu-
sic carefully.”

Many skaters, such as Ja-
mes and Cipres, wound up 
choosing covers over an ori-
ginal. They may like the lyri-
cs or message of a song but 
they also want it to have a di-
fferent rhythm or feel.

Two-time world champions 
Meagan Duhamel and Eric 
Radford of Canada wanted 
“With or Without You” for 
their short program, but they 
decided U2’s original was a 
bit monotone. Their choreo-
graphers unearthed a little- 
known cover by singer-son-
gwriter April Meservy that 
worked better for their rou-
tine.

“There are people who are 
like, ‘Why aren’t they ska-
ting to the original?’ But if 
you listen to the original, it 
doesn’t lend itself well to a 
figure skating program,” Ra-
dford explained. “April’s ver-
sion just has more ebb and 
flow, and it just works better 

for us.”
Worked out well for Meser-

vy, too. An anonymous do-
nor provided funds for her to 
travel from the U.S. to South 
Korea and watch Duhamel 
and Radford perform to her 
rendition on Olympic ice.

“‘With or Without You’ is 
a popular song,” Duhamel 
said, “but we always try to 
find unique versions of thin-
gs. We try to veer off the path 
and pick obscure versions of 
songs.”

That’s what German skater 
Paul Fentz thought he was 
doing when asked his cho-
reographer to find a 1950s-s-
tyle jazz tune, and wound up 
doing Paul Anka’s version of 
the Oasis hit “Wonderwall.”

Fentz performed to it 
during his short program for 
the team competition last 
week, and he quickly became 
a trending topic on social me-
dia as fans debated whether 
it was cool or cringe-worthy.

“That’s the risk you take,” 
said Fentz, whose free skate 
set to music from “Game of 
Thrones” ought to win back 
some skeptics. “I know the 
Oasis song, I really like it. 

But it wasn’t like I was trying 
to make something new or 
something. I just wanted so-
mething a little smoother.”

The Austrian pairs team of 
Miriam Ziegler and Severin 
Kiefer will perform to the 
well-known song “I’m Gonna 
Be (500 Miles)” when they 
step on the ice Wednesday 
for their short program.

Rather than the pop-fueled 
original by The Proclaimers, 
though, Ziegler and Kiefer 
chose a soaring version by 
the cast of “Sunshine on Lei-
th” — a British musical set to 
the Scottish duo’s music.

Jeff Buckley’s popular ver-
sion of the Leonard Cohen 
song “Hallelujah” will make 
an appearance, but so will 
two covers by K.D. Lang , 
including the one chosen by 
pairs favorites Han Cong and 
Sui Wenjing.

“We have so much more 
music to choose,” Fentz said. 
“Many skaters picked Ed 
Sheeran or something, and 
you can’t skate to Ed Sheeran 
without lyrics. You can’t pick 
that.

“With lyrics,” Fentz said, 
“it’s just better.” AP

WInTEr OLYMPICS

Figure skating unveils new, 
modern soundtrack

Vanessa James and Morgan Cipres of France
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Macau couple Married for 55 years 
shares story on Valentine’s day

A local couple, who have celebrated their 
golden wedding anniversary and are looking 
forward to reaching 56 years of marriage, sha-
red their love story with the public on the occa-
sion of Valentine’s Day. 

The husband, whose surname is Kong, and 
the wife, whose surname is Chang, have been 
companions as both work and life partners for 
55 years. 

Kong and Chang made a living by baking Chi-
nese biscuits for 50 years. During those years, 
Kong made the biscuits and Chang was respon-
sible for selling them. 

Recalling their years of being together to 
TDM, Kong said that he and his wife are each 
other’s partners in both work and life. The two 
expressed that their biggest satisfaction comes 
from being each other’s company. 

55-75
Moderate

40-60
Moderate

opinion
Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

iraq Billions of dollars 
were pledged yesterday 
at a donor conference for 
Iraq’s reconstruction after 
the country’s devastating 
war with the Islamic 
State group, though the 
amounts announced so 
far still fall short of the 
USd88.2 billion Baghdad 
is seeking.

Syria As Syrian 
President Bashar Assad 
and his allies push toward 
final victory and the fight 
against the Islamic State 
group draws to an end, 
new fronts have opened 
up, threatening an even 
broader confrontation 
among regional and world 
powers.

romania’s 
constitutional court has 
ruled that a new law 
which could lead to major 
state companies coming 
under political control is 
unconstitutional.

netherlandS 
Senators in the 
netherlands have 
approved a new law that 
makes all dutch adults 
potential organ donors 
unless they opt out.

britain Two airport 
vehicles collided on 
the airfield at London’s 
Heathrow Airport 
yesterday, killing a British 
Airways engineer and 
injuring another man.

venezuela The host 
nation for a summit of 
Western Hemisphere 
leaders has withdrawn its 
invitation to venezuelan 
leader nicolas Maduro 
over his country’s plan to 
hold an early presidential 
election.

uruguay South 
America’s football 
governing body has fined 
Uruguay’s nacional and 
ordered the club to play 
its next three international 
games without its 
fans after some of its 
supporters mocked the 
plane crash that killed 
most of Brazilian squad 
Chapecoense two years 
ago.

Sarah DiLorenzo, Sao Paulo

A top samba school’s use 
of blackface in a Carni-

val parade sparked debate 
Tuesday about depictions 
of race in Brazil, which is 
still grappling with a frau-
ght racial legacy.

The storied Salgueiro 
school’s performance in 
the early hours of Tuesday 
featured two groups in bla-
ckface in a parade that paid 
tribute to African culture 
and black women, in parti-
cular.

Many took to Twitter to 
express shock the school 
relied on a trope that has 
historically been used to 
depict black people in de-
meaning ways. White per-
formers in minstrel shows 
in the United States used 
black face paint in racist 
caricatures of black people 
through much of the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. 
While Brazil doesn’t have 
the same history of mins-
trelsy, there is a legacy of 
denigrating caricatures of 
black people.

“Shoot, Salgueiro! Black-
face? In this day and age 
2018?” tweeted Renan Wil-
bert, who is from Rio de 
Janeiro.

Though Brazil was the 
world’s largest slave market 
and also the last country 
in the Americas to abolish 
slavery, modern Brazil of-
ten perpetuated a myth of 
a colorblind, harmonious 
society. For decades, dis-
cussing racism was taboo, 
but Brazilians are slowly 
beginning to talk about 
prejudice and the way the 
country’s searing inequali-
ty is racially tinged.

People of color, despite 
making up more than half 
the population, have only 
recently begun to gain ac-
cess in significant numbers 
to areas that traditionally 
excluded them, like uni-
versities, prominent acting 
roles and senior political 
positions.

Dark-skinned Brazilians 
are more likely to be poor 
or suffer violence than 
their white counterparts. 
Salgueiro even made refe-
rence to that reality, ending 
the parade with a depiction 
of the “Pieta” that honored 
black mothers who had lost 

their children to violence 
on Brazil’s streets.

In their coverage of the 
night’s parades in Rio de 
Janeiro’s Sambadrome, 
much of Brazil’s media 
described the face paint in 
neutral terms.

But many Brazilians thou-
ght the use of black face 
paint detracted from the 
school’s message of cele-
bration and tolerance. Lu-
cia Xavier, who is the coor-
dinator for Criola, a group 
that promotes the rights of 
black women in Brazil, said 
she thought it was distaste-
ful, even if she understood 
there were artistic conside-
rations.

“It was not necessary to 
use blackface. There are a 
lot of black people in this 
country!” she said.

On Twitter, some defen-
ded the school, saying that 
it was wrong to label as 
blackface the mere use of 
black paint since the prac-
tice historically involved 
demeaning depictions as 
well.

Members of the school 
told O Globo newspaper 
that the subject never came 
up during rehearsals, des-
pite the fact that many of 
the performers are black.

“The plot was Afro. It was 
a more historic Afro, so we 
needed these darker featu-
res,” Helio Bejani, a cho-
reographer for the school, 
was quoted as saying. “The 
makeup was the only way 
to achieve the right tone.”

But Barbara Weinstein, 
an academic who writes 

about race in Brazil, said 
the use of blackface implies 
some kind of limitation on 
how black people can pre-
sent themselves — and that 
its history is known the 
world over.

“It’s very recognizable, 
people understand what 
it meant and continues to 
mean,” said Weinstein, 
who is a professor of Latin 
American history, speciali-
zing in Brazil, at New York 
University. “So the argu-
ment that this isn’t a Brazi-
lian tradition really doesn’t 
work because the African 
diaspora is a really trans-
national world.”

James N. Green, director 
of the Brazil Initiative at 
Brown University’s Watson 
Institute for International 
and Public Affairs, said it 
made sense that there wou-
ld be confusion over how 
to interpret blackface in 
Brazil, since it originated 
outside the country: Some 
people are referencing the 
American history and cri-
tique of the practice, while 
others are resisting taking 
on what many in Brazil see 
as America’s more fraught 
racial legacy.

He said it’s possible that 
the school was using black-
face as a way to affirm bla-
ckness.

“There’s always been a 
current in Brazilian his-
tory of affirming people’s 
Africanness,” said Green. 
It’s a way of saying: “No 
there are not 179 categories 
[of skin tone], there’s just 
really white and black.” AP

Use of blackface in 
Brazil Carnival parade 
sparks debate
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Fabuary. Or Flabuary? 
Dryathlon, Dry January and Veganuary seem 

so long ago. It’s now halfway through a month 
that hitherto has had no major nickname. ‘Hi, I’m 
February. Yep, just February. The calendar forgot 
me.’

But the Feb snub might be over. There are thin-
gs happening. 

Let’s look into the whats and so whats. First, 
the Big Mac has just turned 50. Surely that cele-
bration would involve a burger-shaped cake with 
fries planted rather than candles, I thought. No. 
To mark the big ‘Five Oh’, McDonalds announced 
a Grand Big Mac, containing 741 cals. 

Groan. Was a Grand Big Mac setting the right 
tone for today’s world, in which there’s no expec-
tation to be a grandparent at 50?  In fact, isn’t 50 
the new 30?  Mightn’t they have created the Mi-
dult Mac, 50 years young, rather than the Grand 
Big Mac? 

(Interesting note: Filet-O-Fish turned 50 in 
2012. That was a surprise. Looks younger than 
the Big Mac, but that’s seafood for you.)

Then I realised something more important was 
happening. The Grand Big Mac was, in fact, an 
attempt to oust Donald Trump from American 
political life. Come on, it’s obvious. Trump eats 
burgers. Everything in his life is the BIGGEST. 
His crowing about The Apprentice indicates he 
prizes top ratings, and it’s hard to beat 741 ca-
lories. Given this, there seemed little doubt the 
announcement of a Grand Big Mac would au-
gur a change to the presidential takeway order. 
Surely even Trump’s system would give up af-
ter weeks of an extra 741 calories delivered by 
burger? With his expiration goes the threat he 
has presented to US ways of life – his challenge 
to freedom of the press and his undermining of 
governmental etiquette. With a return to normal 
under someone else, McDonalds would be able 
to say ‘We saved the American constitution’ and, 
really, who on earth expected that?  

I looked at the calendar, to note The Beginning 
of the End. Hmm. The Grand Big Mac was an-
nounced in the first week of February. Just after 
the end of January, during which we all swore 
to eat aerated sugar snap peas and nothing but. 
That seemed Filet-O-Fishy. Would they have an-
nounced a 741-calorie burger in early January? 

I investigated further the food associations of 
each month. Early January: baking giants Mr Ki-
pling introduced reduced-sugar cakes for the first 
time. The iconic and vividly orange British drink, 
Irn Bru, said it would do a 50% less sugar version.

As February loomed, the tone changed. KFC 
unveiled a woman playing Colonel Sanders. 
Greggs, Britain’s greatest aggregator of carbs, 
and the patron saint of sausage rolls, advertised 
Valentine’s Day dinners. If you don’t know this 
British chain, the Asia equivalent of such a plan 
would be getting a Circle K sarnie and eating it 
‘a deux’ on a bench in Wan Chai park. It’s not a 
healthy choice, for your waistline or relationship.

Was the Grand Big Mac in fact NOT about a 
man named Trump, but a calendar called Julian? 
Did it symbolise February is about fast food, 
naughty treats, snacks that were forbidden in 
January? With progression to its own portfolio, 
a new monthly moniker surely comes. Flabuary. 
Or Fatuary. Or, given how greatly we love our 
food…Fabuary? 

Incidentally, ‘Veganuary’ brought with it a rise in 
vegan food sales in the UK. So much so, vegan 
haggis was popular at Burns Night, on January 
25th, when Scotland celebrates its national poet. 
These musings started with the Big Mac turning 
50. So let’s end with another question: What age 
is vegan haggis? Less than one, I wager. Hoping 
it doesn’t get to two.

Performers from the Salgueiro samba school parade


