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survivors demand 
action on guns

pre-sales soar

Florida school shooting survivors 
will go to the Capitol today 
pushing to ban the assault-style 
rifle used to kill 17 people

The ongoing Pearl Horizon 
controversy has not made 
a dent in the number 
of purchased pre-sale 
residential units  P2 ProPerty

3,000 slots 
available at 
hkzmb macau 
parking 

PhiliPPines Justice 
officials asked a 
court yesterday to 
formally designate the 
Communist Party of 
the Philippines and 
its armed wing, the 
New People’s Army, 
as terrorist groups in a 
move that could further 
damage chances of a 
resumption of stalled 
peace talks.

indonesia Four 
Indonesian provinces 
have declared 
emergencies in 
anticipation of worsening 
forest fires that each year 
spread health-damaging 
haze across much of 
Southeast Asia.

JaPan-n. Korea 
Japan’s military has 
witnessed a ship-to-
ship transfer on the high 
seas that it “strongly 
suspects” violates U.N. 
sanctions on North 
Korea, in the third such 
incident reported by 
Japan in the past month. 
More on p11

australia-us Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
is heading to the United 
States, accompanied by 
the largest Australian 
political and business 
delegation ever to visit. 
More on p13

PaKistan says it has 
been given three months 
to prove it is doing 
enough to stay off an 
international watch list 
for countries that fail 
to curb the financing of 
terror groups.
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Local vet hospital 
acquires ‘unique 
equipment’  P7
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ProPerTy

Pre-sale residential purchases soar 
despite ongoing Pearl Horizon scandal

GAMING 

MGM China records revenue growth of 3.35 percent
MGM China Holdin-

gs has released its 
selected financial data for 
the three final months of 
last year as well as for the 
whole of 2017.

During 2017, the com-
pany recorded a reve-
nue of HKD15.4 billion 
(USD1.97 billion), up 3.35 
percent from HKD14.9 
billion in the previous 
year. Meanwhile, adjusted 
EBITDA stood at HKD4.6 
billion, edging up about 
HKD100 million from last 
year.

According to a statement 
from the Macau-based 
subsidiary, an adjusted 
EBITDA margin of 30 
percent was maintained, 
the same as in 2016.

For the final quarter of 
last year, MGM China re-
corded year-on-year reve-
nue growth of 16 percent 
to HKD4.3 billion and an 
adjusted EBITDA growth 
of 23 percent to HKD1.3 
billion. In the same pe-
riod, total gaming reve-
nue in Macau was up by 
approximately 8 percent. 
Adjusted EBITDA margin 
for the quarter reached 
30.2 percent, up by 170 
basis points sequentially.

MGM Resorts Inter-
national reported four-
th-quarter net income of 
$1.4 billion, which came 
almost entirely from its 
massive one-time windfall 
from the nation’s new tax 
law.

The company also provi-
ded a clear picture of how 
the mass shooting at the 
Mandalay Bay casino-re-
sort last fall affected its 
operations.

The Las Vegas-based 
company said it had a pro-
fit of $2.42 per share. Its 
earnings excluding the big 
tax windfall passed late 
last year amounted to less 
than a penny per share.

The casino and resort 
operator posted a reve-
nue of $2.6 billion in the 
period, exceeding Wall 
Street’ forecasts.

“Despite the clear 
challenges we had in the 
fourth quarter, our ear-
nings were relatively 
well-protected, and we 

finished the year strong,” 
MGM Chairman and CEO 
Jim Murren told inves-
tors. “This is the second 
time we talk to you since 
we experienced the great 
shock to our community 
in October, and yet our 
fourth quarter materiali-
zed as we expected as we 
discussed in our last call. 
In fact, it was a touch be-
tter.”

The reporting period 
started on October 1, the 
same day a high-stakes 
gambler killed 58 peo-
ple and injured hundreds 
more after he shattered 
the windows of his suite 
on the 32nd floor of the 
Mandalay Bay and un-
leashed gunfire on a coun-

try music festival below. 
He then killed himself.

The company on Tues-
day said it experienced 
a “short-lived uptick in 
cancellations” following 
the shooting. The com-

pany reported Manda-
lay Bay’s occupancy rate 
was 80.5 percent during 
the reporting period, 
down from 85.8 percent 
during the same quarter 
in 2016. MDT/AP

Daniel Beitler

The ongoing Pearl Horizon 
controversy has not made a 

dent in the number of purcha-
sed pre-sale residential units 
within the Macau market, whi-
ch soared almost 220 percent 
quarter-to-quarter in the final 
three months of last year to a 
total of 803 units.

The ongoing controversy – 
which still appears to have no 
end in sight – has not deterred 
other buyers from purchasing 
pre-sale residential units.

According to information re-
leased yesterday by the Sta-
tistics and Census Service 
(DSEC), the transaction volu-
me of pre-sale residential units 
in the fourth quarter of 2017 
increased nearly 220 percent, 
while their value was up more 
than 200 percent to MOP7.36 
billion.

Many of the purchased pre-
sale residential units were in 
Novos Aterros da Areia Preta 
(286), Baixa da Taipa (200) 
and Fai Chi Kei (170).

Purchases of existing resi-
dential units dropped by 22 to 
1,815 units, though the transac-
tion value increased 4.3 per-
cent to MOP10.41 billion.

In terms of average price per 
square meter of usable area, 
the average price of existing 
residential units (MOP90,047) 
and pre-sale residential units 
(MOP137,586) decreased by 
2.1 percent and 5.2 percent res-
pectively quarter-to-quarter.

However, the overall average 
price of residential units grew 
by 6.4 percent to MOP105,654 
as the proportion of generally 
high-priced pre-sale residen-
tial units as a share of the total 

transaction volume of residen-
tial units (30.7 percent) rose 
significantly by 18.7 percentage 
points. 

For the whole year of 2017, the 
number of residential units and 
parking spaces sold and bought 
dropped by 0.9 percent year- 
on-year to 13,985, whereas the 
transaction value increased 15 
percent to MOP85.23 billion. 
Of this amount, the transac-
tion value for pre-sale resi-
dential units (2,043) and exis-

ting residential units (8,538) 
totaled MOP20.41 billion and 
MOP49.04 billion respectively.

The average price of residen-
tial units was MOP100,822 per 
square meter in 2017, up by 16.8 
percent year-on-year. The ave-
rage prices of those in the Ma-
cau Peninsula (MOP91,769), 
Taipa (MOP115,160) and Co-
loane (MOP128,205) rose by 
18.8 percent, 16.7 percent 
and 15.7 percent respectively. 
During the same period, the 
average prices of existing re-
sidential units (MOP90,412) 
and pre-sale residential units 
(MOP137,597) increased 15.7 
percent and 16.3 percent res-
pectively year-on-year.

In regards to construction in 
the private sector, at the end 
of 2017’s fourth quarter there 
were 20,529 residential units 
in the design stage, 9,324 un-
der construction and 1,295 un-
der inspection.

The Pearl Horizon controver-
sy has been one of the most wi-
dely publicized cases related to 
land issues since the 1999 han-
dover.

Project developer Polytec As-
set Holdings failed to construct 
a large number of residential 
units on a plot of land in the 

north of the peninsula, before 
the local government reposses-
sed it when the concession ex-
pired in December 2015. This 
left dozens of pre-sale buyers 
out of pocket, leading to a len-
gthy judicial battle and nume-
rous street protests over the 
last few years.

Polytec blames government 
bureaucracy for its failure to 
develop the plot in a timely 
fashion. Its chairman, Or Wai 
Sheun, claimed prior to the 
concession expiry that the 
MSAR government had been 
reviewing the residential com-
plex’s architectural plans for 
seven years, creating an impas-
se for the developer.

Last month the MSAR gover-
nment said it had a basic plan 
in mind for the development 
site, but that it would wait to 
disclose the details “in order to 
protect the interest of the small 
buyers under the terms of the 
Land Law.”

Just a few weeks later, the 
Court of First Instance made 
its first ruling on the case, de-
ciding that the developer shou-
ld reimburse more than MOP2 
million to an individual who 
purchased one of the pre-sale 
residential units.

MGM Resorts International reported fourth-quarter net income of 
USD1.4 billion
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250 boxes 
of unused 
firecrackers to 
be destroyed 
 
A total of 250 boxes of unused 
firecrackers and fireworks will 
be destroyed today, the Civic and 
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IACM) 
announced yesterday. Sales of these 
items within the area designated 
for the discharge of firecrackers 
and fireworks in Macau and Taipa 
ceased yesterday. The IACM is still 
counting the number of collected 
undischarged firecrackers and 
fireworks, but already estimated 
that the number will be 50 percent 
more than that of last year. During 
the period of destruction, both 
the Ponte Governador Nobre de 
Carvalho and R. da Torre de Macau 
will be closed to transportation. 

Student 
enrolment for 
2018/2019 opens 
on March 1
The Education and Youth Affairs 
Bureau (DSEJ) has informed 
in a statement that parents and 
guardians of students who are 
enrolling in the different primary 
and secondary education schools 
for the 2018/2019 academic 
year, can obtain the necessary 
information and proceed with 
enrolment at their chosen 
schooling institution from March 
1. A total of 65 schools will accept 
applications for admission to the 
school for the first year of primary 
education and 55 school units 
will open for enrolment to the 
first year of secondary level. The 
DSEJ also noted that payment for 
the reservation fee of the school 
vacancy for the new students 
should not be made before April 
11. If necessary, parents can go to 
the DSEJ website to access specific 
information on enrolment under 
the section “A guide to school 
enrolment information.” The 
guide includes information about 
student enrolment of different 
levels of education, as well as, links 
to school websites and application 
forms. 

View protection 
stirs worries
 
Lam Iek Kit, member of the Urban 
Planning Committee, expressed his 
worries about the landscape view 
surrounding Our Lady of Penha 
Church to Ponte Governador Nobre 
de Carvalho, according to a report 
by Cheng Pou.  The protection 
plan for Macau’s historical area 
proposed 11 locations be protected 
because they are sites from which 
the public can view the city’s 
landscape. Earlier, the government 
said that it has no intention to 
protect the area. The president of 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC), 
Mok Ian Ian, informed that the 
issue is still under consultation, and 
that the IC holds an open stance 
regarding the topic. 

Domestic workers in favor 
of moving to Beijing under 
specific conditions 

HeAlTH

90-year-old died from 
flu and pneumonia
The second fatal 

case of influenza 
was confirmed earlier 
this week at the Conde 
de São Januário Hospi-
tal Center  (CHCSJ), ac-
cording to a statement 
released by the Health 
Bureau (SSM). 

The victim was a lo-
cal male resident aged 
90. He already suffered 
from several chronic 
diseases, among them 

dementia, before he was 
diagnosed with the flu. 

On February 12, the 
patient was delivered 
to the CHCSJ, where 
he was diagnosed with 
influenza B and chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease. While there, he 
was admitted for treat-
ment. 

His condition impro-
ved, but symptoms of 
pneumonia and shock 

were later presented. 
His death was annou-

nced on Tuesday mor-
ning, with the reported 
cause being chronic 
obstructive pulmonary 
disease and pneumonia. 

According to the SSM, 
the patient did not re-
ceive the seasonal flu 
vaccination for 2017-
2018.

In addition to the no-
nagenarian, a 64-year- 

old local man is in a 
serious condition due 
to the flu, having been 
diagnosed with influen-
za A and pneumoco-
niosis. He also was not 
vaccinated during the 
2017-2018 seasonal flu 
vaccination period. 

In January, a 4-year- 
old girl died from type 
A influenza virus at the 
Kiang Wu Hospital.

Since the beginning of 
the year until Tuesday, 
42 cases of flu were re-
corded along with pneu-
monia or other compli-
cations. eighty percent 
of the patients were not 
vaccinated. In eight ca-
ses, there was no need 

for hospitalization; 24 
patients have already 
been discharged, and 
two cases were fatal.

Eight people are still 
hospitalized, one of 
whom (the aforementio-
ned 64-year-old man) is 
still in a critical condi-
tion. The remaining se-
ven are stable. 

Between February 17 
and February 19, at the 
CHCSJ, on average 40 
adults and 81 children 
showed up daily with flu 
symptoms, which repre-
sents 5.6 percent and 32 
percent of the total pa-
tients respectively visi-
ting the CHCSJ during 
that same period. 

Lynzy Valles 

ForeiGn domestic 
workers interviewed 
by the Times said 
that they would agree 

to move to Beijing if the city’s 
labor protection law is more 
extensive than that of Ma-
cau’s.

Beijing’s municipal com-
mission of commerce said 
yesterday that the municipa-
lity is considering allowing 
foreign professionals to bring 
their own domestic workers 
to Beijing this year.

Under this amendment, 
domestic workers holding 
foreign passports, including 
those who are working in 
Hong Kong and Macau wou-
ld be allowed to work in Chi-
na’s capital under the con-
dition that employers hold a 
working visa or permanent 
residence in Beijing.

These employers should also 
provide an employment con-
tract and personal guarantee 
for domestic employees.

Authorities said in a state-
ment that the move would 
attract high-level foreign ta-
lent and would help the city’s 
domestic service system to 
improve.

Currently, foreign hou-
sehold services are still ille-
gal in Beijing.

Speaking to the Times, 
some domestic helpers hoped 
that the move would come to 
pass under the provisions 
that China and their respec-
tive country of origin would 
have a mutual memorandum. 
“[They would] agree to move 
to Beijing if the labor pro-

tection law and salary wou-
ld match China’s standards 
and if the government has an 
agreement from our govern-
ment,” said Eric Lestari, the 
former president of an Indo-
nesian migrant group.

Yosa Wariyanti, president 
of the Indonesian Macau 
Workers Union said that do-
mestic workers would want 
to see a concrete legal policy 
and standard contracts befo-
re they agreed to move to the 

sprawling capital.
“We heard that the salary 

[can be higher] in China than 
in Hong Kong and Macau, so 
many workers, I think, will 
want to move. But not all, 
since some workers enjoy 
living and working in Hong 
Kong and Macau,” said Wa-
riyanti. 

Some household workers 
also expressed that they wou-
ld consider moving to Beijing, 
along with their employers, if 
living conditions are better 
than that of Macau.

The municipal commission 
of commerce, together with 
11 other departments of the 
city, jointly issued a circular 
in December 2017, encoura-
ging innovation in home ser-
vices and the introduction of 
foreign maids, according to 
state news agency, Xinhua.

Just last year, Shanghai be-

came the first city in main-
land China to grant a resi-
dence for foreign domestic 
workers to enter the city.

The Philippine Consula-
te General continuously re-
minds its nationals in the re-
gion that it is illegal to work 
and obtain employment in 
China as domestic helpers 
and private tutors.

It informed its compatriots 
to exercise caution in dealing 
with agents, individuals and 
recruitment agencies in both 
Macau and the Philippines 
who offer employment in 
mainland China as nannies, 
domestic workers and priva-
te tutors.

The Times knows of cases 
where domestic workers are 
brought to Guangzhou, along 
with their employers, as clea-
ners in the employers’ resi-
dences. 

 
Many workers 
will want to 
move.

YoSA WARIYANTI
INDoNESIAN MACAU WoRKERS 

UNIoN

The central business district of Beijing
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The measure announ-
ced by the Macau go-

vernment to amend a law 
aiming to prevent foreign 
judges for ruling on “ma-
tters of national security,” 
might “dent confidence” 
in Hong Kong’s judicial 
system, sending a “very 
wrong message” if the 
proposal goes ahead, Si-
mon Young, a Hong Kong 
legal scholar told the Sou-
th China Morning Post 
(SCMP).

The proposal will be pre-
sented before Hong Kong 
lawmakers as early as next 
month, but it has already 
raised criticism from local 
senior legal professionals 
such as the president of 
the Macau Lawyers As-
sociation (AAM), Neto 
Valente, who described it 
as “unconstitutional.’’ Ad-
ded criticism from across 
the Pearl River now comes 
with Young expressing 
concerns about the future 
of Hong Kong’s foreign ju-
dges, especially after two 
of the small but signifi-
cant cadre were subjected 
to verbal attacks over ru-
lings they recently made 

The Portugue-
se  state-owned 

banking corporation, 
and the second largest 
bank in Portugal, Cai-
xa Geral de Depositos 
(CGD) has officially 
closed its offshore 
branch in the region. 
The confirmation 
follows an order from 
the Chief Executive 
(CE) published in yes-
terday’s government 
Official Gazette, whi-
ch revokes the exe-
cutive order number 
7/2013 that granted 
the finance institution 
the authorization to 
operate this branch in 
Macau.

The intention of 

the CGD to close se-
veral of its offshore 
branches was alrea-
dy acknowledged in 
July last year when 
the president of the 
bank, Paulo Macedo, 
announced during the 
presentation of the 
bank’s half-year re-
sults that he intended 
to close offshore bran-
ches  in at least Macau 
and the Cayman Is-
lands.

At that time, he no-
ted that new deposits 
were already suspen-
ded and clients were 
being contacted to de-
cide the destination of 
approximately EURO 
350 million (arou-

nd MOP3.48 billion) 
which the branch was 
holding in the clients’ 
accounts.

CGD is one of the 
major shareholders of 
Banco Nacional Ultra-
marino (BNU), one of 
the main banks in the 
region, in addition to 
being a money issuer  
alongside the  Bank of 
China.

Back in mid-January 
this year, a similar or-
der from the CE also 
revoked the authoriza-
tion for the establish-
ment of an offshore 
concession to another 
Portuguese bank – 
Banco Portugues de 
Investimento. RM

in high-profile cases.
Young, an associate dean 

(for Research) at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong’s fa-
culty of law, said to SCMP, 
“it is unclear why Macau 
is taking the step at this 
time,” warning, “this is a 
worrying development. 
Perhaps the real reason is 
a fallacious belief that Chi-
nese judges will be more 
patriotic and more likely 
rule in a way that pro-
tects national security.” 
However the legal scholar 
also noted, “I’m not aware 
of any rational or empiri-
cal basis to support such 
a belief. In Hong Kong, 
when foreign judges are 
appointed to the Court 
of Final Appeal they are 
first and foremost a ‘Hong 
Kong judge’, not a foreign 
judge.”

Young also pointed out 
that “any move to interfe-
re with the chief justice’s 
(or any other court lea-
der’s) discretion to em-
panel the most suitable 
judges to hear cases could 
amount to an interference 
with the exercise of inde-
pendent judicial power 

and would thus violate Ar-
ticle 83 of the Macau Ba-
sic Law.” He noted that if 
this were to occur in Hong 
Kong, it would violate Ar-
ticle 85 of the Hong Kong 
Basic Law. Young further 
added “any move towards 
excluding foreign judges 
from hearing cases, whi-
ch they would otherwise 
be entitled to hear, may 
lead people to think that 
their government does 
not trust foreign jud-
ges. This would be a very 
wrong message to send 
and would dent confi-
dence in one of the most 
successful aspects of the 
Hong Kong and Macau’s 
judiciaries since their 
respective handovers.” 
At the beginning of the 
month, the Secretary for 
Administration and Jus-
tice, Sonia Chan, infor-
med the press about the 
proposal to enforce this 
measure, insisting that 
the aim was not to discri-
minate against non-Chi-
nese judges but to make 
the operations of the judi-
ciary smoother, and to ac-
celerate trial proceedings. 

leGAl exPerT

Proposal to ban non-Chinese 
judges on ‘national security 
matters’ may influence HK 

Caixa Geral de Depositos 
offshore in Macau closes

CNy | ToUrISM

Upward moment for Hong Kong, 
but Macau has the momentum

When Chinese tourists 
choose a family tra-

vel destination, Hong Kong 
Disneyland would seem like 
a logical choice. But it’s the 
nearby Macau that has all 
the momentum.

Tourists are flocking to 
Macau, with record arri-
vals from China last year, 
and Hong Kong itself is 
seeing a rebound in main-
land visitors, with a dou-
ble-digit surge in such tou-
rists during the Chinese 
New Year following a 3.9 
percent increase last year. 
Meanwhile, the number of 
mainland visitors to Hong 
Kong Disneyland dropped 
for a third straight annual 
period, according to the 
theme park’s results relea-
sed Tuesday.

Chinese families trave-
ling to Hong Kong are fin-
ding other distractions for 

entertainment besides the 
Disney theme park, as sho-
pping and dining options 
help drive the retail market 
for the city. Chinese trave-
lers may be skipping Hong 
Kong Disneyland as they 
already have a Disney park 
in Shanghai, which attrac-
ted 11 million visitors in its 
first year after opening in 
June 2016. Macau, about a 
one-hour ferry ride away, 
also may offer a more inte-
resting temptation.

The world’s biggest ga-
ming hub has started to see 
a rebound of leisure touris-
ts, with mass gaming reve-
nue growth in the last quar-
ter expanding at a faster 
pace than the previous three 
months. Macau regulators 
are pushing casino resorts 
to offer more family-frien-
dly entertainment, posing 
a further challenge to Dis-

ney’s park.
MGM China Holdings Lt-

d.’s new USD3.4 billion 
property, with a 2,000-seat 
theater, is part of that ef-
fort to transform Macau’s 
Cotai Strip into a family 
destination. The resort, 
which opened in time for 
the new year, should help 
drive the highest earnings 
gain for MGM China among 
its peers this year, accor-
ding to a note from Morgan 
Stanley. MGM China on 
Tuesday reported stronger-
than-expected earnings for 
its fourth quarter, as mas-
s-segment revenue grew 22 
percent from a year earlier.

Analysts and retailers 
selling everything from 
jewelry to cosmetics are 
optimistic the upward 
trend will continue for both 
Macau and Hong Kong this 
year. As for Disneyland, it 
still may get its magic back. 
Visitation has been impro-
ving since the second half 
of 2017, and October Gol-
den Week and Lunar New 
Year both recorded dou-
ble-digit growth, according 
to Apple Daily, citing Sa-
muel Lau, chief executive 
officer. MDT/Bloomberg

CGD president Paulo Macedo pictured in Macau
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Local vet hospital acquires 
‘unique equipment’

HKzMb

3,000 slots available at 
Macau east parking lot
Three thousand 

parking spaces will 
be available at the east 
parking lot of the Macau 
port of the Hong Kong- 
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
(HKZMB), according to a 
notice published yesterday 
in the Official Gazette. 

The parking spaces will be 
open to the public for the 
parking of light vehicles. 

The Transport Bureau 
also reserves the right to 
change the number of 
parking lots in the future  
in response to the actual 
needs of the public. 

Vehicles with nine sea-
ts including the driver’s, 
vehicles weighing over 3.5 
tonnes, and vehicles taller 
than two meters, will not 
be allowed to enter the 
parking facilities. 

Parking fares include day 
and night parking periods. 
The day parking period is 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., 
and the night parking pe-
riod will be applied from 10 
p.m. to 10 a.m..

A MOP180 fare will be 
charged for each parking 
period. If a driver uses 
the parking spaces longer 
than the period for which 
they reserved the parking 
lot, then a fee of MOP270 
for every extra parking pe-
riod will have to be paid. 

Parking space users must 
make an appointment to 
reserve the spaces at least 
12 hours before they intend 

to use them, and can only 
reserve spaces up to 30 
days in advance. 

One or more consecuti-
ve parking periods can be 
appointed, with an allowed 
maximum of 16 consecuti-
ve parking periods. 

A total of 5,143 parking 
spaces for private cars and 
motorcycles will be availa-
ble at the east parking lots 
of the Macau port. 

Renato Marques

Green Cross, the 
largest and the ol-
dest Veterinary Hos-
pital in Macau has 

just acquired unique equip-
ment that puts Macau on the 
leading edge of house ani-
mals’ veterinary medicine. 
Starting from last week, the 
Clinic has had at its disposal a 
Computed Tomography (CT) 
Scan, especially designed for 
animals. The machine is a pro-
totype and will provide Macau’s 
pets with the best possible diag-
nostic care. Henrique Galvão, a 
veterinary physician specialized 
in orthopedic surgery and en-
doscopy, is one of the managers 
of the hospital and he explained 
to the Times, “this is a machine 
that only exists in major refe-
rence centers in the world, na-
mely universities and research 
institutes. It’s a prototype and 
so it also carries a risk (for us) 
to acquire this very unique equi-
pment but it’s a controlled risk 
and we believe that the benefits 
[of it] can easily outweigh the 
challenges [such as the acquisi-
tion price].”

In terms of benefits, Galvão 
explained that the CT Scan can 
provide detailed 3D images of 
the internal anatomy, making it 
the best diagnostic tool to diag-
nose head and spinal injuries, 
lung and liver cancers, brain 
tumors, bone and joint degene-
rative diseases as well as hernias 
and some kinds of fractures in 
cats, dogs and exotic animals.

Another big advantages is that 
through the CT Scan, “we can 
use it as a help to guide minimal 
invasive surgical techniques, like 
placing a needle in the spinal 
cord or guiding a venous cathe-
ter for example from a leg to the 
heart.”

“It [is already] allow[ing] us to 
detect a lot of clinical situations 
that until now were impossible to 
detect and also to provide a cor-
rect diagnosis and information to 
the pet owners,” Galvão said. He 
went on to note that on the first 

day of use, “it was possible to de-
tect two situations, one in a dog 
suffering from epilepsy and ano-
ther in a cat that had fallen from 
a third floor and had lost mobi-
lity on the rear legs that before 
[the CT Scan] was impossible to 
reach a conclusive diagnosis. It is 
a great help on the most complex 
cases and we do have many.”

As for challenges, Galvão noted 
the need of space (the machine 
is not much smaller than the hu-
man version of it) and the need 
of a professional team of people 

that can operate it and make 
proper use of the equipment, 
citing an example, “we humans, 
when doing a CT Scan, need to 
be able to control ourselves and 
remain completely still, as ani-
mals it is an even more complex 
situation as we do need to resort 
to ‘breathing stop’ and complete 
immobilization through anes-
thesia, which can only be done 
by a very well trained expert in 
this field.”

The cost of the machine was 
MOP5 million and with their in-

vestment the veterinary hospital 
aims to provide a better service 
and to cut expenses that were 
previously shouldered by pet 
owners; to perform this kind of 
procedure, it was previously ne-
cessary to travel to the two availa-
ble CT scan machines in the nei-
ghboring territory of Hong Kong. 

According to information from 
the clinic, the equipment will be 
accessible to other Macau veteri-
nary clinics, examinations using 
the CT Scan machine will be 
available through referrals.

The port of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge in Zhuhai
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wynn palace earns three new forbes awards 

Forbes Travel Guide has 
unveiled its annual Star Ra-
ting list, naming Conrad Ma-
cao, Cotai Central, a Forbes 
Travel Guide Five-Star Hotel 

Wynn Palace has earned 
Five-Star triple crown for its 
hotel, spa, and Sushi Mizumi 
restaurant on the 2018 For-
bes Travel Guide Star Rating 
list.

Collectively, Wynn Resor-
ts has the most Forbes Tra-
vel Guide’s (FTG) Five-Star 

forbes names conrad five-star hotel Bodhi Spa at Conrad Macao 
was also awarded a Four-S-
tar rating for the fifth conse-
cutive year.

“It is a tremendous honour 
for us to receive such a pres-
tigious accolade. Our mission 
is to ensure our discerning 
guests enjoy a wonderful ex-
perience during their visit to 
Macau, and to be recognized 
for this dedication to excellen-
ce with a Forbes Five-Star 
rating for the fourth straight 
year is incredibly rewarding 
for the devoted team here at 
Conrad Macao,” said Bede 
Barry, general manager of 
Conrad Macao. 

The hotel has 654 spacious 
guestrooms including 224 
suites located in a 40-storey 
tower overlooking the Cotai 
Strip.

is a testament to the team 
of employees who deliver a 
flawless experience to our 
guests each and every time,” 
said Matt Maddox, CEO of 
Wynn Resorts.  

Wynn Palace offers a ran-
ge of custom-designed spa 
treatments, and dining expe-
riences including Sushi Mizu-
mi, an intimate 14-seat Five 
Star restaurant serving the 
finest seafood imported fresh 
daily from Tokyo’s famed 
Tsukiji Market. 

Also of note for 2018, Wynn 
and Encore Macau will main-
tain its exclusive status as the 
only resort in the world with 
eight FTG Five-Star awards, 
and Wing Lei restaurant at 
Wynn Las Vegas remains the 
only FTG Five-Star Chinese 
restaurant in North America. 

for the fourth year in a row.
Conrad Macao also has the 

distinction of being the only 
Conrad Hotel in the world to 
achieve this status.

awards of any independent 
hotel company in the world, 
the gaming operator noted in 
a statement.

“Wynn Palace is the first 
and only resort in the world 
with more than one thou-
sand rooms to receive Five 
Stars. That accomplishment 

Shin Dong-bin (center), a son of Lotte’s founder

Apple is said to negotiate buying 
cobalt direct from miners 

Asian retailer Lotte accepts 
resignation from jailed co-CEO
Asian retail and 

chewing gum giant Lo-
tte has accepted the resig-
nation of its co-CEO after 
he was convicted of bribery 
and embezzlement in a 
wide-ranging corruption 
scandal that brought down 
South Korea’s president.

The company said yester-
day that Shin Dong-bin has 
left his CEO post at Lotte 
Holdings but will remain on 
its board as vice chairman. 
Shin, a son of Lotte’s foun-
der, was convicted and im-
prisoned earlier this month

His Japanese co-CEO, 

Takayuki Tsukuda, will 
head the holding company 
at the heart of Lotte’s com-
plicated ownership structu-
re, Lotte Holdings said in an 
emailed statement.

Japan typically adopts a 
tough stance toward con-
victed executives, who are 
usually sacked from chief 
executive positions when 
indicted by authorities.

Lotte Holdings in Japan 
controls Hotel Lotte, whi-
ch controls Lotte’s various 
South Korean businesses. 
Shin’s resignation will ine-
vitably weaken ties between 

Lotte’s businesses in South 
Korea and in Japan, the 
company said.

Before he was convicted 
and given a two-and-a-half 
year jail term earlier this 
month, Shin had sought 
to improve transparency 
and reform South Korea’s 
fifth-largest conglomerate. 
Founded by his father in 
Japan, Lotte is well-known 
across Asia with a sprawling 
business that encompas-
ses retailing, confectionery, 
chemicals, hotels and enter-
tainment.

Shin’s imprisonment 

came as a shock to the Ko-
rean business community 
and to Lotte itself. Just a 
week before a Seoul district 
court ordered him to be jai-
led, a Seoul appeals court 
released another business 
tycoon involved in the same 
scandal: Samsung Vice 
Chair Lee Jae-yong. He had 
spent nearly a year in prison 
on bribery and other char-
ges but won a suspended 
sentence on appeal.

Lee’s release fueled a 
public outcry and anger 
toward the perceived soft 
treatment of business elites 

by South Korea’s judiciary 
system. Many in Seoul had 
expected Shin would also 
avoid imprisonment becau-
se he appeared to be less 
deeply implicated in the 
case.

Shin’s imprisonment has 
left Lotte bereft of leader-
ship at a time when it is 
facing various challenges. 
The company was looking 

to sell its retail businesses 
in China after a diplomatic 
tussle between China and 
South Korea over a U.S. 
missile defense system that 
battered Lotte’s businesses 
there. Shin had been solidi-
fying his control over Lotte 
after a bruising public feud 
with his older brother who 
had also sought to take con-
trol. AP

Jack Farchy and Mark Gurman

Apple Inc. is in talks to 
buy long-term supplies 
of cobalt directly from 
miners for the first 

time, according to people familiar 
with the matter, seeking to ensu-
re it will have enough of the key 
battery ingredient amid industry 
fears of a shortage driven by the 
electric vehicle boom. 

The iPhone maker is one of the 
world’s largest end users of cobalt 
for the batteries in its gadgets, but 
until now it has left the business 
of buying the metal to the com-
panies that make its batteries.

The talks show that the tech 
giant is keen to ensure that cobalt 
supplies for its iPhone and iPad 
batteries will be sufficient, with 
the rapid growth in battery de-
mand for electric vehicles threa-
tens to create a shortage of the 
raw material. About a quarter of 
global cobalt production is used 
in smartphones.

Apple is seeking contracts to 
secure several thousand metric 
tons of cobalt a year for five years 
or longer, according to one of the 
people, declining to be named 
as the discussions are confiden-
tial. Apple’s first discussions on 
cobalt deals with miners were 
over a year ago, and it may end up 
deciding not to go ahead with any 
deal, another person said.

An Apple spokesman declined 

to comment. Glencore Plc Chief 
Executive Officer Ivan Glasenberg 
late last year named Apple among 
several companies the miner was 
talking to about cobalt, without 
giving further details.

The move means Apple will 
find itself in competition with 
carmakers and battery produ-
cers to lock up cobalt supplies. 
Companies from BMW AG and 
Volkswagen AG to Samsung SDI 

Co. are racing to sign multi-year 
cobalt contracts deals to ensure 
they have sufficient supplies of 
the metal to meet ambitious tar-
gets for electric vehicle produc-
tion. 

So far no major deals have been 
announced, although BMW’s 
head of procurement told Ger-
many daily FAZ in early February 
that it was close to securing a 10-
year supply deal.

Cobalt is an essential ingredient 
in lithium-ion batteries for smar-
tphones. While smartphones use 

around eight grams of refined co-
balt, the battery for an electric car 
requires over 1,000 times more. 
Apple has around 1.3 billion exis-
ting devices, while Apple Chief 
Executive Officer Tim Cook has 
been bullish about the prospects 
for electric vehicles.

The price of the metal has more 
than tripled in the past 18 months 
to trade at more than USD80,000 
a metric ton. Two-thirds of su-
pplies come from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, where there 
has never been a peaceful transi-
tion of power and child labor is 
still used in parts of the mining 
industry.

In recent years Apple has ste-
pped up its engagement with 
cobalt suppliers after the origin 
of the metal in its supply chain 
came under scrutiny from human 
rights groups. In a report in ear-
ly 2016, Amnesty International 
alleged that Apple and Samsung 
Electronics Co.’s Chinese su-
ppliers were buying cobalt from 
mines that rely on child labor.

Last year Apple published a list of 
the companies that supply the co-
balt used in its batteries for the first 
time, and said it would not let cobalt 
from small-scale mines in Congo 
into its supply chain until it could 
verify that the “appropriate protec-
tions” were in place. Bloomberg

 Cobalt is 
an essential 
ingredient in 
lithium-ion 
batteries for 
smartphones
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 Acupuncture 
is increasingly 
seen as a way 
to help keep 
some patients 
from ever 
having to go on 
opioids in the 
first place

Jennifer McDermott, Dake Kang 
& Mike Stobbe, Providence (R.I.)

Marine veteran Jeff 
Harris was among the 

first to sign up when the Pro-
vidence VA hospital started of-
fering acupuncture for chronic 
pain.

“I don’t like taking pain me-
dication. I don’t like the way it 
makes me feel,” he said.

Harris also didn’t want to 
risk getting addicted to heavy-
duty prescription painkillers.

Although long derided as 
pseudoscience and still ques-
tioned by many medical exper-
ts, acupuncture is increasingly 
being embraced by patients 
and doctors, sometimes as an 
alternative to the powerful 
painkillers behind the nation’s 
opioid crisis.

The military and Veterans Af-
fairs medical system has been 
offering acupuncture for pain 
for several years, some insu-
rance companies cover it and 
now a small but growing num-
ber of Medicaid programs in 
states hit hard by opioid over-
doses have started providing it 
for low-income patients.

Ohio’s Medicaid program re-
cently expanded its coverage 
after an opioid task force ur-
ged state officials to explore 
alternative pain therapies.

“We have a really serious 
problem here,” said Dr. Mary 
Applegate, medical director 

for Ohio’s Medicaid depart-
ment. “If it’s proven to be ef-
fective, we don’t want to have 
barriers in the way of what 
could work.”

The epidemic was triggered 
by an explosion in prescrip-
tions of powerful painkiller 
pills, though many of the re-
cent overdose opioid deaths 
are attributed to heroin and 
illicit fentanyl. Many opioid 
addictions begin with patients 
in pain seeking help, and acu-
puncture is increasingly seen 
as a way to help keep some pa-
tients from ever having to go 
on opioids in the first place.

For a long time in the U.S., 
acupuncture was considered 
unstudied and unproven — 
some skeptics called it “qua-
ck-u-puncture.” While there’s 
now been a lot of research 
on acupuncture for different 
types of pain, the quality of the 
studies has been mixed, and so 
have the results.

Federal research evaluators 
say there’s some good eviden-
ce acupuncture can help some 
patients manage some forms 
of pain.  But they also have 
described the benefits of acu-
puncture as modest, and say 
more research is needed.

Among doctors, there re-
mains lively debate over how 
much of any benefit can be 
attributed simply to patien-
ts’ belief that the treatment is 
working — the so-called “pla-

cebo effect.”
“There may be a certain 

amount of placebo effect. Ha-
ving said that, it is still quite 
effective as compared to no 
treatment,” said Dr. Ankit 
Maheshwari, a pain medicine 
specialist at Case Western Re-
serve University, who sees it 
as valuable for neck pain, mi-
graines and a few other types 
of pain problems.

Many doctors are ambivalent 
about acupuncture but still 
willing to let patients give it a 
try, said Dr. Steven Novella, a 
neurologist at Yale University 
and editor of an alternative 
medicine-bashing website. He 
considers acupuncture a form 
of patient-fooling theater.

Acupuncturists and their 
proponents are “exploiting the 
opioid crisis to try to promo-

te acupuncture as an alterna-
tive treatment,” he said. “But 
promoting a treatment that 
doesn’t work is not going to 
help the crisis.”

Acupuncture has been prac-
ticed in China for thousands 
of years, and customarily in-
volves inserting thin metal 
needles into specific points 
in the ears or other parts the 
body. Practitioners say nee-
dles applied at just the right 
spots can restore the flow of a 
mystical energy — called “qi” 
— through the body, and that 
can spur natural healing and 
pain relief.

In government surveys, 1 
in 67 U.S. adults say they get 
acupuncture every year, up 
from 1 in 91 a decade earlier. 
That growth has taken place 
even though most patients pay 
for it themselves: 2012 figures 
show only a quarter of adults 
getting acupuncture had insu-
rance covering the cost.

The largest federal govern-
ment insurance program, Me-
dicare, does not pay for acu-
puncture. Tricare, the insu-
rance program for active duty 
and retired military personnel 
and their families, does not 
pay for it either. But VA facili-
ties offer it, charging no more 
than a copay.

Jeff Harris signed up for acu-
puncture two years ago. The 
50-year-old Marine Corp ve-
teran said he injured his back 

while rappelling and had other 
hard falls during his military 
training in the 1980s. Today, 
he has shooting pain down his 
legs and deadness of feeling in 
his feet.

Acupuncture “helped settled 
my nerve pain down,” said 
Harris, of Foxboro, Massachu-
setts.

Another vet, Harry Garcia, 
46, of Danielson, Connecti-
cut, tried acupuncture for his 
chronic back pain after years 
of heavy pain medications.

Acupuncture is “just like an 
eraser.  It just takes every-
thing away” for a brief period, 
and keeps pain down for up to 
10 days, said Garcia.

About a decade ago, the mili-
tary and Veteran Affairs began 
promoting a range of alterna-
tive approaches to pain treat-
ment, including acupuncture, 
yoga, and chiropractic care.

In 2009, former Army Sur-
geon General Dr. Eric Schoo-
maker chartered a task for-
ce to re-evaluate the Army’s 
approach to pain, which had 
centered on opioids. The focus 
was understandable — “no-
body who has his leg blown 
off screams for acupuncture,” 
said Schoomaker, who is now 
a professor at the Uniformed 
Services University of the 
Health Sciences, a military 
medical school in Bethesda, 
Maryland.

But he added there was also 
openness to acupuncture and 
other approaches among sol-
diers and sailors who, while 
overseas, had tried non-drug 
approaches for chronic pain. 
Schoomaker said he was inspi-
red to seriously consider alter-
native approaches by his wife, 
a yoga instructor.

Now two-thirds of military 
hospitals and other treatment 
centers offer acupuncture, ac-
cording to a recent study.

The military’s openness to al-
ternatives is “because the need 
is so great there,” said Emme-
line Edwards of the National 
Center for Complementary 
and Integrative Health, a fede-
ral scientific research agency. 
“Perhaps some of the approa-
ches have been used without a 
strong evidence base. They’re 
more willing to try an approa-
ch and see if it works.”

Her agency is teaming up the 
Pentagon and the VA to spend 
USD81 million on research 
projects to study the effecti-
veness of a variety of nondrug 
approaches to treating chronic 
pain.

While research continues, in-
surance coverage of acupunc-
ture keeps expanding. Cali-
fornia, Massachusetts, Ore-
gon and Rhode Island pay for 
acupuncture for pain through 
their Medicaid insurance pro-
grams. Massachusetts and 
Oregon also cover acupunctu-
re as a treatment for substance 
abuse, though scientists ques-
tion how well it reduces the 
cravings caused by chemical 
dependency. AP

CHINeSe MedICINe

Stuck in an opioids crisis, US 
officials turn to acupuncture
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North Korean-flagged tanker Yu Jong 2 (left) and Min Ning De You 
078 lying alongside in the East China Sea

eAST CHINA SeA

Japan sees transfer at sea that 
may violate N. Korea sanctions
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Vancouver’s housing market gets 
tougher for wealthy Chinese
Natalie Obiko Pearson

Vancouver, one 
of the hottest hou-
sing markets in North 
America, is getting a 

little tougher for wealthy Chinese 
buyers.

British Columbia Finance Mi-
nister Carole James announ-
ced measures targeting foreign 
buyers and speculators in the 
first budget since her govern-
ment was elected on a pledge to 
make housing more affordable 
for residents of Canada’s Pacific 
Coast province.

Starting from yesterday, foreig-
ners will pay the province a 20 
percent tax on top of the listing 
value, up from 15 percent now, 
and a levy on property specu-
lators will be introduced later 
this year, according to budget 
documents released this week. 
The government will also cra-
ck down on the condo pre-sale 
market and beneficial ownership 
to ensure that property flippers, 
offshore trusts and hidden inves-
tors are paying taxes on gains.

Premier John Horgan faces for-
midable demands after taking 
power in a fiercely contested 
election last July. His New De-
mocratic Party made expensive 
promises to topple the Liberals, 
whose 16-year-rule brought the 
fastest growth in Canada, but 
also surging property while inco-
mes stagnated.

Public outrage has surged amid 
perceptions that global capital 
seeking a stable sanctuary, espe-
cially from China, is driving dou-
ble-digit gains in Vancouver, the 
country’s most expensive pro-
perty market.

“The expectations that we will 
do everything in our first budget 
are huge,” James told reporters 
in the capital Victoria. “Our goal 
is fairness - fairness for the peo-
ple who live here, who work here 

and pay their taxes here.”
James said a raft of new mea-

sures are intended to “moderate” 
the surge in housing prices, whi-
ch she said had emerged as one 
of the top concerns of both resi-
dents and businesses struggling 
to recruit workers due to the high 
cost of living.

The new speculator tax takes 
effect this fall and will apply to 
foreign and domestic investors 
who don’t pay income tax in the 
province. It will start at 0.5 per-
cent of the property’s assessed 
value in 2018 and rise to 2 per-
cent thereafter. Primary residen-
ces and homes leased as long-
term rentals will be exempt.

“B.C.’s real estate market shou-
ld not be used as a stock market. 
It should be used to provide safe 
and secure homes,” said James. 
“That’s why we’re cracking down 
on speculators who distort our 
market.”

The levy, she said, will also cap-
ture “satellite families” - a term 
with Chinese origins to describe 

those families where the brea-
dwinner remains in the home 
country while the children and 
spouse reside abroad to take ad-
vantage of educational and em-
ployment opportunities.

The foreign buyers’ tax will also 
be extended beyond the Vancou-
ver region to properties in Victo-
ria and other parts of the provin-

ce. Taxes on the province’s most 
expensive properties will also rise 
- homes worth more than CAD3 
million (USD2.4 million) will pay 
a 5 percent property transfer tax 
when sold, up from 3 percent.

Separately, the government 
and Airbnb Inc. have reached an 
agreement requiring the com-
pany collect an 8 percent provin-
cial sales tax and as much as a 3 
percent local tax on short-term 
rentals, according to budget do-
cuments.

Public outrage has been further 
stoked by fresh media reports 
alleging Vancouver casinos and 
real estate have become vehicles 
in recent years for laundering the 
illicit proceeds of high-rolling 
Asian gamblers and drug dealers 
with links to the Chinese fentanyl 
trade.

“We’re taking steps to counter 
tax fraud and money laundering 
- that starts with closing loopho-
les and better access to informa-
tion,” James said. The province 
has asked the federal govern-

ment to create a multi-agency 
group to target tax evasion, mo-
ney laundering and housing, ac-
cording to budget documents.

James vowed that investors fli-
pping pre-sale condos will have 
to pay tax. Developers will be 
required to collect ownership 
information on the selling and 
re-selling of contract assignmen-
ts in new buildings, and the data 
will be shared with tax authori-
ties.

She also vowed to bring more 
transparency to murky owner-
ship records -- it isn’t clear who 
owns nearly half of Vancouver’s 
most expensive properties, ac-
cording to a budget document. 
The province will demand more 
information about beneficial 
property ownership in tax for-
ms. That information will also 
be made publicly available and 
shared with tax authorities and 
law enforcement agencies, Ja-
mes said.

The budget plan forecast a 
CAD219 million surplus in the 
fiscal year beginning April 1, 
more than the CAD151 million 
projected for the year ending 
March 31. The surplus is expec-
ted to rise to CAD281 million in 
2019-2020, according to the bu-
dget. Economic growth is pegged 
at 2.3 percent this year, following 
a 3.4 percent expansion in 2017.

Over the next three years, it 
includes plans to invest more 
than CAD1 billion in childcare, 
CAD1.6 billion in affordable hou-
sing, and to also eliminate heal-
thcare premiums at an annual 
cost of about CAD1 billion.

That plan will be funded by a 
new health tax on employers, as 
well as the new and expanded 
housing measures. Combined, 
they will create extra tax reve-
nue of CAD880 million this fis-
cal year and CAD2.2 billion the 
following year, according to bud-
get documents. Bloomberg

Downtown Vancouver, Canada

Japan’s military has 
witnessed a ship-to- 

ship transfer on the high 
seas that it “strongly sus-
pects” violates U.N. sanc-
tions on North Korea, in 
the third such incident re-
ported by Japan in the past 
month.

A maritime Self-Defense 
Force PC-3 surveillance 
plane and an escort ship 

saw a North Korean-fla-
gged tanker alongside a 
smaller ship on Feb. 16 
about 250 kilometers off 
Shanghai in the East China 
Sea, the Foreign Ministry 
said this week.

Photos posted on the 
Foreign Ministry website 
show the two ships with 
what appear to be hoses 
running between them. 

The ministry identified the 
North Korean tanker as the 
Yu Jong 2. It said the other 
vessel is of unknown natio-
nality, but had “Min Ning 
De You 078” written in 
Chinese on its bow, which 
is shorthand for an oil ship 
from Ningde city in China’s 
coastal Fujian province.

The U.N. has toughened 
sanctions on North Korea 

to pressure it to give up its 
nuclear weapons develop-
ment. Japan and the U.S. 
have said the sanctions 
must be enforced strictly to 
be effective, and asked Chi-
na in particular to tighten 
enforcement.

The Foreign Ministry 
said Japan had notified the 
U.N. Security Council of 
the transfer. AP

 Public 
outrage 
surged amid 
perceptions 
that global 
capital, mainly 
from China, is 
driving double 
digit gains in 
vancouver



22.02.2018 thu

ASIA-PACIFIC 亞太版 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo12
 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Rod McGuirk, Canberra

Australian authori-
ties say they have helped 

make the Indian Ocean safer 
for air and sea travelers since 
Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 
vanished in the vast expanse 
four years ago through search 
and rescue training with is-
land nations.

Search and rescue officials 
from Mauritius, the Maldi-
ves and Sri Lanka are visiting 
the Australian Maritime Safe-

ty Authority headquarters in 
Canberra this week as part of 
a regional training program 
that began in 2015.

Rick Allen, an Australian 
search and rescue coordina-
tor who is taking part in the 
training, said five Sri Lankan 
fishermen were rescued fas-
ter and more efficiently after 
their boat sank in 2016 thanks 
to the three countries having 
an Australian online broad-
cast system to alert merchant 
shipping to emergencies.

“We’re all about strengthe-
ning the response options 
that are available in search 
and rescue. We’re particular-
ly dealing in that remote nor-
thwestern part of the Indian 
Ocean,” Allen said.

“Already we’re seeing be-
nefits. So the program not 
only involved work-shopping, 
meeting together, it also in-
volved delivering systems 
and delivering tool that ena-
ble our partners to work more 
effectively in search and res-

cue,” he added.
Australia has developed par-

ticular expertise in search and 
rescue operations that test the 
limits of the distances that sear-
ch planes can stay airborne.

Because of Australia’s iso-
lation, the nation of just 24 
million people has search and 
rescue responsibility for arou-
nd 10 percent of the Earth’s 
surface.

From a downtown second-
floor control room in land-lo-
cked Canberra, the authority 

coordinated a massive multi-
national search by air and sea 
search for Flight 370.

The plane is thought to have 
crashed in the remote, far sou-
thern Indian Ocean on March 
8, 2014.

The Boeing 777 with 239 
passengers and crew on board 
was initially thought to have 
crashed on its flight path from 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to 
Beijing. Subsequent informa-
tion confirmed the plane had 
flown far off course.

Aircraft based in the west 
coast city of Perth searched 
for more than a month across 
more than 4.6 million square 
kilometers of ocean.

An aviation official from 
Mauritius has been attending 
the training sessions since 
they began in January 2015. A 
wing flap confirmed to be part 
of Flight 370 was found on a 
Mauritius beach in May 2016, 
brought by ocean currents 
from the presumed-but-still-
not-found crash site.

“The great thing about 
this program is the human-
centered approach,” said 
Mohammad Karimbocus, 
chief officer in the Mauritius 
Department of Civil Aviation.

“It is also concentrating on 
getting people competent 
enough to deal with the une-
xpected and unlikely disaster 
scenario — all in the light of 
the MH370 tragedy,” he ad-
ded.

While Flight 370 motivated 
the program, officials worked 
on more mundane scenarios 
this week in Canberra’s Joint 
Rescue Coordination Center, 
where maritime and aviation 
incidents are managed side by 
side.

The maritime officials han-
dled the imaginary rescue of 
a merchant seaman who fell 
overboard from a cargo ship 
deck off the north Australian 
coast near the city of Darwin. 
Aviation officials dealt with 
a scenario of a light plane 
that reported smoke in the 
cockpit while flying toward 
Darwin. AP

A Philippine court has 
sentenced an Austra-

lian man to life imprison-
ment after finding him gui-
lty on human trafficking 
and child pornography 
charges.

Drew Frederick 
Shobbrook, 51, listened 
quietly as the verdict was 
read in a court in Cebu city. 
Footage shot by local broa-
dcaster ABS-CBN of the 
proceedings showed Leslie 
Ann Fernandez, a Phili-
ppine national co-accused 

in the case, crying next to 
Shobbrook.

Both were arrested 
during a 2013 operation in 
which 15 girls were rescued 
by Philippine authorities.

According to the Inter-
national Justice Mission, 
a global organization that 
partners with local autho-
rities to fight human tra-
fficking and child sexual 
abuse, Shobbrook used 
girls for pornographic ima-
ges and videos that he then 
distributed online.

Three victims testified at 
the trial that girls were also 
offered to other foreigners 
for sexual exploitation, ac-
cording to the organization.

Attorney John Tana-
gho of the IJM said the 
conviction sends a strong 
message to perpetrators of 
human trafficking for on-
line sexual exploitation of 
children in the Philippines.

“Whether someone is a 
foreigner or a Filipino, if 
they sexually abuse Fili-
pino children online or by 

creating child pornogra-
phy, then they will be held 
accountable,” Tanagho 
said.

The IJM says there has 
been an increasing num-
ber of cases involving the 
online sexual exploitation 
of children in the Phili-
ppines, with the crime 
spreading as more people 
gain access to the internet. 
More than 80 percent of 
victims rescued from onli-
ne sexual exploitation are 
minors. AP

AUSTrAlIA 

Authorities boost Indian Ocean 
travel safety after MH370

PHIlIPPINeS 

Court gives Aussie life sentence for child trafficking

Australian Drew Frederick Shobbrook arrives at a regional trial court 
for sentencing yesterday

Australian search and rescue coordinator Rick Allen (second from left) trains foreign rescue officials in the Australian Maritime Safety Authority control room in Canberra
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PriMe Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull heads to the 
United States yesterday, 
accompanied by the lar-

gest Australian political and bu-
siness delegation ever to visit the 
U.S.

President Donald Trump’s sof-
tening opposition to joining the 
Trans-Pacific Partnership will be 
up for discussion when he meets 
Turnbull at the White House to-
morrow. The trade deal among 
11 countries includes Australia, 
which also has a bilateral free tra-
de partnership with the United 
States.

Turnbull, a wealthy 63-year-old 
former Goldman Sachs partner, 
sees himself as having a lot in 
common with Trump, as they 
are both successful businessmen 
who entered politics relatively 
late in life.

Security risks in the Asia-Paci-
fic region created by a more as-
sertive China and North Korea’s 
nuclear ambitions will also be on 
the agenda.

Turnbull will be seeking a clear 
picture from Trump on how he 
expects the North Korean crisis 
to unfold, said Kim Beazley, a for-
mer Australian defense minister 
who was ambassador to Washin-
gton until 2016.

“Generally speaking, when an 
Australian prime minister meets 
an American president, the glo-
be is traversed, all sorts of thin-
gs, the commitments we have in 
common, where we’re going to go 

in Iraq and all the rest of it,” Bea-
zley told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp.

“The difficulty facing Mr. Tur-
nbull is nobody can be absolutely 
sure how the current president 

engages on any of those fronts,” 
Beazley added.

While in Washington, Turnbull 
will address the U.S. National 
Governors’ Association.

Trade Minister Steven Ciobo 

said the most significant Austra-
lian political and business delega-
tion to ever visit the United States 
signified the strength of the bila-
teral relationship.

The United States is Australia’s 

most important security part-
ner, while China is Australia’s 
biggest trading partner. Australia 
attempts to avoid taking sides in 
U.S. and Chinese rivalry.

A recent Australian foreign po-
licy statement and the U.S. Na-
tional Defense Strategy both view 
China and Russia as potential 
threats to global security.

Trump and Turnbull both dis-
miss speculation that their rela-
tionship had been damaged by 
their first, terse telephone con-
versation as national leaders last 
year in which the president reluc-
tantly agreed to honor an Obama 
administration deal to resettle up 
to 1,250 refugees that Australia 
had rejected.

Turnbull has since met Trump 
in New York, but the Washington 
meeting will be their first in the 
context of an official state visit.

Two-way trade between the 
United States and Australia was 
USD52 billion and growing last 
year, with the United States en-
joying a trade surplus, according 
to Australian government figu-
res. AP

AUSTrAlIA

Turnbull off to US for talks 
with Trump, governors
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 republican 
lawmakers 
are talking 
more seriously 
about some 
restrictions, but 
not a total ban

Brendan Farrington, 
Josh Replogle & Tamara Lush, 
Tallahassee (Fla.)

Students who survived 
the Florida school shoo-

ting prepared to flood the 
Capitol today [Macau time] 
pushing to ban the assault- 
style rifle used to kill 17 peo-
ple, vowing to make changes in 
the November election if they 
can’t persuade lawmakers to 
change laws before their le-
gislative session ends.

About 100 Marjory Stone-
man Douglas High School 
students arrived at a Tallahas-
see high school to extended 
applause yesterday [Macau 
time] after a 640-kilometer 
trip on three buses. They told 
the 500 students and parents 
waiting for them that they are 
fighting to protect all studen-
ts.

“We’re what’s making the 
change. We’re going to talk to 
these politicians tomorrow. 
We’re going to talk to them 
the day after that. We’re going 
to keep talking, we’re going to 
keep pushing until something 
is done because people are 
dying and this can’t happen 
anymore,” said Alfonso Cal-

deron, a 16-year-old junior. 
“You guys are what we’re 
trying to protect.”

Despite their enthusiasm 
and determination, the stu-
dents and their supporters 
aren’t likely to get what they 
really want: a ban on AR-15s 
and similar semi-automatic 
rifles. Republican lawmakers 
are talking more seriously 
about some restrictions, but 
not a total ban.

Instead, they’re discus-
sing treating assault-style 
rifles like the one suspected 
gunman Nikolas Cruz is ac-
cused of using in the Valen-
tine’s Day attack more like 
handguns than long guns. 
That could mean raising the 
minimum age to purchase 
the weapon to 21, creating a 
waiting period and making it 
more difficult for people who 
exhibit signs of mental illness 
from buying the weapon even 
without a diagnosis.

Democrats attempted to 
get a bill to ban assault rifles 
and large-capacity magazines 
heard on the House floor. Re-
publicans, who dominate the 
chamber, easily dismissed it. 
Students who were at the Ca-
pitol ahead of their classma-

tes who arrived later found 
Republicans steered the con-
versation away from gun res-
trictions.

Rachel Catania, 15, a sopho-
more at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland said 
she got a lot of non-answers 
from the politicians she spoke 
with.

“I know it’s going to be hard, 
but I know we can do it,” she 
said. “We’re not going to be 
the school that got shot, we’re 
going to be the school that 
got shot and made something 
happen. A change is going to 
happen.”

The students on the seven- 
hour bus ride checked their 
phones, watching videos and 
reading comments on social 

media about the shooting, 
some of which accused them 
of being liberal pawns.

As the grieving Florida 
students demanded action 
on guns, President Donald 
Trump yesterday directed the 
Justice Department to move 
to ban devices like the rapid-
fire bump stocks used in last 
year’s Las Vegas massacre. It 
was a small sign of movement 
on the gun violence issue that 
has long tied Washington in 
knots.

“We must do more to protect 
our children,” said Trump, a 
strong and vocal supporter of 
gun rights. He added that his 
administration was working 
hard to respond to the Flori-
da rampage.

The students planned to 
hold a rally to put more pres-
sure on the Legislature.

“I really think they are going 
to hear us out,” said Chris 
Grady, a high school senior 
aboard the bus.

The Feb. 14 attack initially 
appeared to overcome the re-
sistance of some in the state’s 
political leadership, which 
has rebuffed gun restrictions 
since Republicans took con-
trol of both the governor’s 

office and the Legislature in 
1999. However, many mem-
bers of the party still have 
strong resistance to any gun-
control measures.

The Parkland students also 
plan to meet with top legisla-
tive leaders, including House 
Speaker Richard Corcoran 
and Senate President Joe Ne-
gron.

Florida has a reputation for 
expanding gun rights. Negron 
sponsored a 2011 bill that 
Republican Gov. Rick Scott 
signed into law that banned 
cities and counties from re-
gulating gun and ammunition 
sales.

Scott organized three com-
mittees to look at school sa-
fety, mental health and gun 
safety issues that met yester-
day and vowed to make chan-
ges to better protect students. 
While Scott told reporters se-
veral times that “everything 
is on the table,” he did not 
answer whether his proposal 
would include any bans on 
any type of weapons.

Instead, Scott said he is in-
terested in making it harder 
for people who are tempo-
rarily committed to obtain a 
gun. He also pledged to in-
crease spending on school sa-
fety programs and on mental 
health treatment.

Authorities said Cruz, 19, 
had a string of run-ins with 
school authorities that en-
ded with his expulsion. Police 
were repeatedly called to his 
house throughout his chil-
dhood. His lawyers said there 
were many warning signs that 
he was mentally unstable and 
potentially violent. Yet he le-
gally purchased a semi-auto-
matic rifle.

Stoneman Douglas senior 
Diego Pfeiffer was realistic 
about what change would 
happen before the Legisla-
ture goes home March 9, but 
said anything is a good first 
step.

“The best case scenario is 
we move a step forward and 
that’s all we’re asking here. 
We’re asking to help save stu-
dent lives,” he said. “Whether 
it’s funding or mental health 
or gun safety or any of that 
sort of stuff — I am pro any 
of that.”

But he also said if change 
doesn’t come in the Legis-
lature, he noted he’s now 18 
and he has the power of his 
vote.

“You’re our senators and 
you’re our representatives 
for now. If you don’t help us 
make a change soon, you will 
be left in the dust,” he said. 
“I’m happily going to vote for 
anybody who’s going to be on 
our side, the side of children’s 
lives. How can you say no to 
that?”

Lush reported from St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida. Associated 
Press writers Gary Fineout in 
Tallahassee and Sadie Gur-
man in Washington contribu-
ted to this report. AP

USA

Florida shooting survivors in 
Washington, demand action on guns

Student survivors from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, where 17 students and faculty were killed in a mass shooting
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Aron Heller, Jerusalem

Israeli media reported 
yesterday that one of Pri-
me Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu’s closest confidan-

ts has turned state witness and 
will incriminate him in corrup-
tion allegations, the latest in a 
dizzying series of developments 
that threaten to topple the be-
leaguered Israeli leader.

Police would not confirm whe-
ther long-time aide Shlomo 
Filber would testify against Ne-
tanyahu, but all the major Israe-
li media outlets said a deal to do 
so had been reached.

Filber, the former director of 
the Communications Ministry 
under Netanyahu, is under ar-
rest on suspicion of promoting 
regulation worth hundreds of 
millions of dollars to Israel’s 
Bezeq telecom company. In re-
turn, Bezeq’s popular news site, 
Walla, allegedly provided fa-
vorable coverage of Netanyahu 
and his family.

The reports came shortly af-
ter another bombshell allega-
tion that a different longtime 
confidant attempted to bribe a 
judge in exchange for dropping 
a corruption case against Ne-
tanyahu’s wife.

The prime minister, who held 
the communications portfolio 
until last year, has not yet been 
named a suspect, though he 
may soon be questioned. Ne-

tanyahu has denies all the char-
ges, calling them part of a media 
witch hunt, and has vowed to 
carry on.

Still, the string of accusations 
appears to be taking its toll. Se-
nior Cabinet ministers from his 
ruling Likud party, who until 
just recently have marched out 
dutifully to defend him, have 
largely gone silent. Netanyahu 
himself appeared ashen in video 
released late Tuesday calling the 
claims “total madness.”

Aluf Benn, editor-in-chief of 
the Haaretz daily, wrote yester-
day that “these are the final days 
of Benjamin Netanyahu’s rule.”

Other leading columnists su-
ggested that if Filber told all he 
knew, Netanyahu was probably 
more worried about avoiding 
prison than staying in office.

“When so many dark clouds ac-
cumulate in the sky, the chances 
of rain increase,” wrote Nahum 
Barnea in Yediot Ahronot. “His 
appearance lent the fight he 
is waging the dimensions of a 
Shakespearean tragedy. This 

isn’t the end. It isn’t even the be-
ginning of the end. But it cannot 
have a different end.”

The latest probes come days af-
ter police announced that there 
was sufficient evidence to indict 
Netanyahu for bribery, fraud 
and breach of trust in two sepa-
rate cases.

Attorney General Avihai Man-

delblit, a Netanyahu appointee, 
will make the final decision on 
whether to file charges — a pro-
cess that is expected to take se-
veral months.

Netanyahu is accused of recei-
ving lavish gifts from Hollywood 
mogul Arnon Milchan and Aus-
tralian billionaire James Packer. 
In return, police say Netanyahu 

operated on Milchan’s behalf 
on U.S. visa matters, legislated 
a tax break and connected him 
with an Indian businessman.

In the second case, Netanyahu 
is accused of offering a news-
paper publisher legislation that 
would weaken his paper’s main 
rival in return for more favorab-
le coverage. AP

ISrAel

Media claims Netanyahu 
confidant to testify against him

Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:35
18:35
19:00
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:20
01:00
02:00
04:05
06:10

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
What’s Up 
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Talk Show    
Non-daily Portuguse News
Yes, Chef! Sr 2
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
European League: Sporting x Astana (Live)
European League: Braga x Marselha (Live)
RTPi Live 

what’s ON ...

teamLab Future Park
time: 1:30pm-10pm (Mondays to Fridays)
           10:30am-10pm (Saturdays, Sundays and 
public holidays; 90 mintues per session, maximum 
capacity is 150 people at one time)
untiL: February 28, 2018 
Venue: MGM Art Space 
admission: MOP150 (MOP120 for Macau 
residents; free admission for children aged 2 or 
under)

swim on the riFFLers
time: 11am-6pm (closed on Mondays)
untiL: February 25, 2018 
Venue: 10 Fantastia – A Creative Industries 
Incubator 
admission: Free 
emaiL: cipa_slcd@yahoo.com

the memorabLe time – the traditionaL 
handicraFt industries oF macau
time: 10am-6pm (closed on Mondays; open on 
public holidays)
untiL: February 25, 2108 
Venue: Macau Museum 
admission: MoP15  
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

discoVer macau: museum oF taiPa and 
coLoane history
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

Language & the art oF Xu bing
time: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
untiL: March 4, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

the goLden Parade –imPeriaL weaPonry 
From the PaLace museum
time: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
untiL: March 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

A New York City bicyclist delivering Chinese food is blaming 
the Waze navigation app for directing him into the busy Lin-
coln Tunnel, where bikes are banned.

A Port Authority of New York and New Jersey spokesman 
says 19-year-old Bruce Lee was stopped yesterday [Macau 
time] after he pedaled into the tunnel, which connects Manha-
ttan and New Jersey.

The Staten Island man told police that he was directed into 
the tunnel under the Hudson River by the Waze app on his 
phone.

He was arrested on charges of trespass and criminal pos-
session of a weapon after a dagger was found in his posses-
sion. It wasn’t immediately clear if he had a lawyer who could 
comment.

 Offbeat
bicyclist blames waze for 
directing him into lincoln tunnel

Two senior members of the Philippines government have 
taken refuge in the defence ministry building in the capital, 
Manila, after denouncing President Ferdinand Marcos.

Yesterday, Defence Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and chief 
of staff Lieutenant-General Fidel Ramos accused the pre-
sident of planning to arrest leaders of the opposition.

They called on ministers and army officers to help them 
topple Marcos and then took over Camp Aguinaldo, the 
defence ministry.

Speaking from Camp Aguinaldo, Mr Enrile told the press 
Mrs Aquino had won the election and Marcos should step 
down.

“We had no plans to stage a coup d’etat. But we are 
going to defend ourselves from an imminent assault,” Mr 
Enrile said.

Lt-Gen Ramos told American TV all 13 regional army 
commanders had pledged their support for a coup, while 
Marcos claimed he had control of “99% of the military”.

Heavily armed troops have surrounded the building and 
President Marcos has said the situation is “under control”.

He also accused the two men of conspiring to assassi-
nate him and his wife, Imelda, and demanded their sur-
render.

In elections held on 7 February, the main opposition par-
ty, led by Corazon Aquino, and President Marcos both 
claimed victory.

The US has attempted to mediate by sending US special 
envoy Philip Habib who reports back to President Reagan 
later today.

Mrs Aquino, widow of Benigno Aquino assassinated on 
his return from exile three years ago by Marcos suppor-
ters, rejected Mr Habib’s proposal last week for a power- 
sharing government.

Mrs Aquino has accused the president of stealing power 
and called for a one-day general strike next week and a 
boycott of businesses owned by the Marcos entourage.

The head of the Roman Catholic Church in the Philippi-
nes, Cardinal Jaime Sin, is also demanding an uprising.

He has called on the people to support Mr Enrile - des-
pite the fact that he helped Marcos impose martial law in 
1972 - and Lt-Gen Ramos.

“If such a government does not of itself freely correct 
the evil it has inflicted on the people then it is our serious 
moral obligation as a people to make it do so,” he said.

“The way indicated to us now is the way of non-violent 
struggle for justice.”

courtesy BBc news

1986 filipino coup leaders tell 
         marcos to go

in context
The following day hundreds of thousands of civilians re-
sponded to calls for an uprising by surrounding troops at 
Camp Aguinaldo with barricades of buses, sandbags, logs and 
rubble.
The army put up little resistance to this “people power” and 
on 25 February Ferdinand Marcos and his wife were forced to 
flee to the United States. Marcos died in Hawaii in 1989.
Both were indicted by a US court on charges of fraud but 
Imelda was acquitted in 1990. In 1991 she was allowed home 
and ran for president but lost.
Two years later a Filipino court sentenced her to 18 years for 
corruption. She appealed and was acquitted.
Mrs Corazon Aquino was sworn in as the country’s first wom-
an president the day the Marcos’ left.
She survived six coup attempts before she stepped down in 
1992 to support her former Defence Minister Fidel Ramos as 
the next president.

cinema
cineteatro
22 feb

ozzy
room 1
02:15, 04:00pm
director: alberto rodriguez
language: Cantonese 

agent Mr Chan
room 1
5:45, 7:45, 9:45pm
director: Cheung Ka Kit
starring: dayo wong tze wah, Charmaine sheh sze Man    
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 

blaCK Panther
room 2
(2d) 02:15, 04:45, 9:45pm
(3d) 07:15pm
director: ryan Coogler
starring: Chadwick boseman, lupita nyong’o      
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 134min

ferdinand
room 3
02:00, 06:00, 8:00pm
director: Carlos saldanha
starring: John Cena, Kate McKinnon, bobby Cannavale
language: Cantonese
duration: 108min

Monster hut 2
room 3
4:00, 10:00pm
director: raman hui
starring: tony leung Chiu-wai, bai baihe, Jing boran    
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 110 min
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aCross: 1- Hem’s partner; 4- TV studio sign; 9- Let’s just leave ___ that; 
13- Altar in the sky; 14- Utah’s ___ Mountains; 15- Look happy; 16- Blind; 18- 
Fencing blades; 19- Get ready to drive; 20- To come nearer to; 22- Now; 25- 
Meets with; 26- Metal fastener; 28- “Peer Gynt Suite” dancer; 32- Sheet music 
abbr.; 35- Chair designer Charles; 37- Celestial being; 38- Dirty; 40- Existence; 
42- Fish feature; 43- Rhino relative; 45- Marsh of mystery; 47- Memo letters; 
48- Foot part; 50- official language of India; 52- Adolescent; 54- Gives slack; 
58- Warship; 62- Street show; 63- Cherish; 64- Volcanic; 67- Pave over; 68- 
Crazy as ___; 69- LAX posting; 70- Greenish blue; 71- Minimum; 72- Brillo rival;
 
down: 1- ___ la vista; 2- Disney mermaid; 3- Bet; 4- Go faster than; 5- 
Zilch; 6- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 7- ___ girl!; 8- Rough files; 9- Impressive; 
10- ___ yellow ribbon...; 11- Actor Guinness; 12- New Ager John; 15- Sister 
of Venus; 17- Shades; 21- Legume; 
23- Dull; 24- Arabian republic; 
27- Place on a scale; 29- End-of-
workweek shout; 30- Count (on); 31- 
___ want for Christmas...; 32- ___ 
spumante; 33- Horse color; 34- Tears; 
36- Slow mover; 39- Pertaining to 
the shore; 41- Football Hall of Famer 
Marchetti; 44- Marijuana cigarette; 46- 
Something smelly; 49- Church seat; 
51- This ___ outrage!; 53- Maritime; 
55- Great Lakes tribesmen; 56- Swell!; 
57- Transmits; 58- Trading center; 59- 
Zip-___-Doo-Dah; 60- ___ chance!; 
61- Dominion; 65- Mauna ___; 66- 
Long-leaved lettuce;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Regardless of advice coming from 
friends, you feel like taking a 
chance - yet again. That’s almost 
always your best bet, especially 
when it comes to relationships 
(even secret ones).

April 20-May 20
Close down that spreadsheet and 
wipe the sweat off your brow. If 
you really want to remake yourself, 
it takes more than just budgets and 
lists. You’ve got to go shopping, of 
course.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’ve always been seen as chatty, 
friendly and outgoing. You’re never 
afraid to say just what’s on your 
mind, and you’re great at saying it in 
the sweetest fashion. What’s locked 
deep in your heart is another story.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ve got every right to keep on 
smiling until your face hurts. That’s 
even more true if you’re near someone 
who’s wearing the exact same 
expression - which you’re sure to be, 
after what’s been going on lately.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You choose your friends with care, 
and though you have quite a few 
of them, the best ones are there 
thanks to their brains, charm and 
entertaining personalities - not to 
mention their reliability.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
If you’ve been wondering whether 
or not you did the right thing 
recently, stop it. You’re about to get 
an unsubtle hint letting you know 
that you’re not just headed in the 
right direction.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’ve always been devoted to 
taking care of others, and you’ve 
definitely done more your share of 
that recently. Now it’s your turn to 
be cared for! Luckily, an appealing 
caregiver comes along today.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Even though you’re super familiar 
with the various highs and lows 
of loving relationships, you’re still 
just about to dive in again. Let’s 
hope the other party knows what a 
huge deal this is.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If you need to shift gears, then you 
need to stop working. Close the 
spreadsheet, trash the to-do list 
and drop all work-related business. 
Don’t just put them down, put 
them away for quite some time.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Just when you thought you were all 
done, at least for now, you’re asked 
once again to go way above and 
beyond the call of duty. It doesn’t 
mean you have to trash your plans 
for tonight, though.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s not easy, but if you just hang on 
for a bit longer, you and your mate 
(or business partner) can learn at 
least one important lesson from 
recent drama - especially what 
goes down today. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Something pops up that you never 
expected - and surprising you is 
quite a challenge! You have the 
sneaking suspicion that you may 
have come down with a bad case of 
love at first sight.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Barry wilner, Gangneung

Friends, rivals, and 
soon, medalists.

The only question is: Which 
Russian teen figure skating 
star will end the nation’s gold 
medal drought?

Alina Zagitova or Evgenia 
Medvedeva will almost cer-
tainly take gold in one of the 
Winter Games marquee even-
ts after they went 1-2 in the 
women’s short program yes-
terday with the highest scores 
ever. The 15-year-old Zagitova 
and the 18-year-old Medved-
va train with the same coach, 
hang out together and set wor-
ld records just minutes apart.

With a dominating lead over 
the field, their friendly com-
petition is the main drama 
left when the women compe-
te in the free skate tomorrow. 
With all of Russia waiting for 
the first gold medal of the 
Pyeongchang Olympics, you’d 
think their relationship could 
become frayed, but only on 
the ice.

“We can talk about anything 
to each other,” the 18-year-old 
Medvedeva said, “and when 
we take the ice it’s sport and 
we must fight. Every compe-
tition I feel like [is]   a little 
war.”

Added Zagitova, 15: “We are 
friends first and rivals second, 
because you have to have 
competitiveness in sport.”

Medvedeva had not lost a 
competition in two years until 

she was beaten by Zagitova at 
the European Championships 
in Moscow. That set the sta-
ge for a showdown with a 
glaring spotlight — as the 
Russian fans are hoping for 
a high-profile success at this 
Olympics where the nation is 
officially banned because of a 
doping scandal.

The youngsters responded 
with world records. Yet nei-
ther thought they had done 
their best.

“I’m satisfied with my per-
formance today. It was not 
my best, but it was OK,” said 
Medvedeva, who held the re-
cord for a few minutes with a 
score of 81.61. “All the battle 
is still ahead.”

A group of Russian fans 
swayed together in the stands 
and chanted her name when 
that number was posted.

Three skaters later came her 
training comrade, who put 
down a more difficult pro-
gram, including a triple lutz-
triple loop combination that 
outdid Medvedeva’s flip-toe 
loop combo.

So, another world record, 
82.92.

And again the Russian fans 
rocked back and forth, this 
time chanting Zagitova’s 
name.

“Well done to her,” Medve-
deva said. “She did everything 
she could.”

Not exactly, Zagitova said.
“A few imperfections,” she 

explained.

Oh really?
“I’m happy I was able to cope 

with my nerves and skate 
well, set a world record,” she 
added, “but I’ve still got so-
mething to work towards and 
I can’t afford to relax.”

Medvedeva had set the pre-
vious record for a short pro-
gram in the team event last 
week, when her team won sil-
ver. Zagitova handled the free 
skate.

Russia had never won Olym-
pic gold for women until Ade-
lina Sotnikova took home the 
medal in Sochi. The nation 
could have two straight after 
the free skate.

Canada’s Kaetlyn Osmond 
and Gabrielle Daleman, se-
cond and third respectively at 
last year’s worlds, had varying 
success.

Osmond, in her best perfor-
mance of the season, nailed 
everything with speed and 
precision to wind up third 
with 78.87 points. Daleman 
looked confused and made a 
gesture with her hands as if 
to say “What happened?” af-
ter going down on the second 
half of a combination jump. 
She was seventh Wednesday.

“I left nothing out on the ta-
ble and I’m really glad I cou-
ld do that,” said Osmond, the 
2017 world silver medalist.

Italy’s Carolina Kostner, the 
bronze medalist at Sochi and, 
at 31 the veteran in this field, 
struggled and wound up just 
ahead of Daleman.

It was not a strong showing 
for the Americans, each of 
whom had a major mistake.

Nine days after becoming 
the first U.S. woman and 
third overall to land a triple 
axel in the Olympics, Mirai 
Nagasu came down on two 
feet on the jump, then fell to 
the ice. While the rest of her 
program was clean, Nagasu’s 
chances for an individual me-

dal to go with her team bron-
ze were damaged. Nagasu, 24 
and the fourth-place finisher 
at the Vancouver Games, ear-
ned 66.93 points, a season’s 
best, but was ninth.

“Sometimes it isn’t the ri-
ght day, and today was one 
of those days,” Nagasu said. 
“This isn’t a sport where mis-
takes are forgiven. You only 
get one shot.” AP

WINTer olyMPICS | FIGUre SKATING

Gold drought about to end for Russians

Alina Zagitova

Evgenia Medvedeva
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Rob Harris, London

L ionel Messi finally 
managed one of the 
few things he had yet to 
achieve in football.

At his ninth attempt, the five-
time world player of the year 
finally scored against Chelsea, 
salvaging a 1-1 draw yesterday 
and halting his longest drought 
against any opponent after 730 
minutes.

By cancelling out Willian’s ope-
ner, Messi also gave Barcelona a 
narrow edge in their Champions 
League round-of-16 matchup 
heading into the second leg at 
Camp Nou on March 14. The ni-
ght’s other game produced a far 
more conclusive outcome with 
Thomas Mueller and Robert 
Lewandowski both scoring twice 
as Bayern Munich beat 10-man 
Besiktas 5-0.

It was far tighter at Stamford 
Bridge, with Chelsea deploying 
Eden Hazard as a false nine and 
containing Barcelona’s energetic 
pressing before being made to 
pay for a rare slip in concentra-
tion in the 75th minute.

Andreas Christensen, the 
21-year-old center back who dis-
placed 32-year-old captain Gary 
Cahill from the starting lineup, 
passed laxly across his own pe-
nalty area. Barcelona capitali-
zed. Andres Iniesta beat Cesar 
Azpilicueta to the ball, skipped 
past the defender’s attempt 
to tackle and squared for the 
unmarked Messi to turn into the 
bottom of the net. It prevented 
Barcelona from slipping to only 
its second loss in all competi-
tions since August.

“We lacked more clear-cut 
chances, but the good thing 
is we managed to force an er-
ror out of them and score an 
equalizer,” Barcelona coach 
Ernesto Valverde said through 
a translator. “We go back to 

the Camp Nou happy.”
Twice, though, Barcelona had 

gifted Willian the space to hit 
the post in the first half. It was 
third time lucky in the 62nd for 

Willian, who drifts in and out of 
the team but was the outlet of 
Chelsea’s most dangerous mo-
ments against the five-time Eu-
ropean champions.

The Brazilian was left 
unmarked just outside the pe-
nalty area to receive a pass 
from Eden Hazard. Sergio Bus-
quets charged forward to block 

Willian but ended up on flat on 
his back after Willian shimmied 
past him.

“We gave too much space to 
Willian to shoot,” Valverde said. 
“The pass to him was perfect, 
the control was perfect. And we 
just had to get closer to him.”

They didn’t. Willian picked out 
a gap in the defense to send the 
ball into the bottom right of the 
night.

“We stayed compact, had a 
plan,” Willian said, “and did 
exactly what we expected.”

Described by Valverde as a 
“clash of styles,” this was not a 
meeting of equals.

While Barcelona enjoys a se-
ven-point lead at the top of the 
Spanish league, Chelsea is in a 
scrap to even secure one of the 
Premier League’s four Cham-
pions League qualification pla-
ces. Recent damaging defeats 
at Bournemouth and Watford 
have left Chelsea with only a 
one-point hold on fourth place 
— and no chance of defending 
its title with Manchester City 19 
points ahead.

Now Chelsea, which won its 
only European title in 2012, has 
to find a way to at least score at 
Barcelona next month to secure 
passage to the quarterfinals for 
the first time since 2014.

“We have to go there to attack 
and score because 90 minutes 
defending at the Nou Camp is 
an eternity,” said Cesc Fabregas, 
who joined Chelsea from Barce-
lona. “It is a suicide mission.” AP

ThoMas Mueller and 
Robert Lewandowski 

both scored twice as 
Bayern Munich defeated 
10-man Besiktas 5-0 to all 
but secure progress to the 
Champions League quar-
terfinals for the seventh 
straight season.

Bayern played with an 
extra man after Domagoj 
Vida was sent off early for 
bringing down Lewan-
dowski as the last defen-
der, but didn’t open the 
scoring until the 43rd mi-
nute when Mueller net-
ted from close range. The 
floodgates opened after the 
break, though, as Kingsley 
Coman doubled the lead 
and Mueller grabbed his 
second midway through 
the second half.

Lewandowski polished 

off the win with two late 
goals to give Bayern a see-
mingly insurmountable 
five-goal cushion ahead of 
the second leg of the last-
16 tie in Istanbul on March 
14.

“The red card definitely 
played into our hands,” 
Mueller said after the big-
gest home first-leg win in 
the knockout stages of the 
Champions League.

It was Bayern’s 14th strai-
ght win across all competi-
tions - a record for Jupp 
Heynckes as coach, who 
was spoiled for choice with 
all his outfield players fit.

“The keys to the win were 
the sending off, and then, 
later, the first goal before 
the break,” said Heynckes, 
whose side leads the Bun-
desliga by a huge margin. 

“The Champions League 
is another competition. I 
think we still need to im-
prove.”

Besiktas didn’t take up its 
allocation of away tickets 
for the game for fear of a 
ban following fan-trouble 
at Lyon in the Europa Lea-
gue last season, but many 
visiting supporters never-
theless managed to get ti-
ckets to cheer on their side.

After a promising start, 
Besiktas’ hopes took a blow 
when Vida was sent off in 
the 16th minute. Lewan-
dowski was free after a 
mistake from Besiktas cap-
tain Atiba Hutchinson and 
Vida mistimed his challen-
ge to bring him down.

Vagner Love fired a great 
chance over for the visitors, 
but Bayern dominated 

chances thereafter. David 
Alaba’s effort was blocked, 
then Mats Hummels hea-
ded straight at goalkeeper 
Fabri after a brilliant cross 
from James Rodriguez.

Just when it looked like 
Besiktas weathered the 
storm, Mueller got the 
breakthrough for Bayern 
before the break, scoring 
from close range after good 
work from Coman.

Lewandowski pulled the 
ball back for Coman to sco-
re early in the second half, 
and Mueller grabbed his 
second a quarter-hour la-
ter, prodding Joshua Kim-
mich’s cross in from close 
range.

Bayern kept pushing for 
more and Lewandowski 
was quickest to the rebou-
nd when Fabri saved Hum-

mels’ effort late on, before 
Mueller set him up for his 
16th Champions League 
goal in as many games.

Bayern president Uli 
Hoeness ruled out any 
talk of Bayern repeating 
its 2013 treble from Heyn-

ckes’ previous stint.
“No. That’s crazy. We 

have to take it from one 
round to the next,” said 
Hoeness, later contra-
dicted by Mueller, who 
said the treble was “pos-
sible.” AP

FooTbAll | CHAMPIoNS leAGUe

Messi scores vs Chelsea at ninth 
attempt to give Barca draw

FooTbAll | CHAMPIoNS leAGUe

Bayern cruises to 5-0 win over Besiktas, closer to semis

Bayern’s Lewandowski scored twice
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Villarreal opens probe into 
semedo’s reported arrest

Spanish club Villarreal says it is investigating 
the actions of defender Ruben Semedo after re-
ports that he was arrested for a violent incident.

The club said it is “highly concerned” about 
the issue and “will take the appropriate disci-
plinary actions with utmost rigor based on the 
seriousness of the events.”

The statement was released after Spanish 
media reported that the Portuguese player was 
taken into custody Tuesday for allegedly being 
involved in a hostile confrontation with ano-
ther man last week.

Police did not immediately confirm Semedo’s 
arrest.
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Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

bahrain A prominent 
human rights activist in 
bahrain was sentenced 
yesterday to five years 
in prison over tweets 
alleging prison torture 
in his country and 
misconduct in Saudi 
Arabia’s war in yemen, 
despite wide international 
criticism of his trial.

israel one of Prime 
Minister benjamin 
Netanyahu’s (pictured) 
closest confidants has 
turned state witness and 
will incriminate him in 
corruption allegations, 
the latest in a dizzying 
series of developments 
that threaten to topple 
the beleaguered Israeli 
leader. More on p15

Poland A controversial 
law that makes it a 
criminal act to blame 
Poles for Holocaust 
crimes they did not 
commit will not lead to 
criminal charges, a Polish 
government official said 
yesterday.

sPain Madrid’s 
International 
Contemporary Art 
Fair has yanked a 
photo exhibition called 
“Political Prisoners in 
Contemporary Spain,” 
prompting charges of 
censorship against the 
government-funded body 
which operates the event 
venue.

brazil’s congress 
approved a decree to 
put the military in charge 
of rio de Janeiro’s 
security forces as soldiers 
and police spread out 
throughout in the city to 
combat rising crime.

Peru Police say at least 
25 people were killed 
when their bus veered off 
a highway and tumbled 
200 meters down a cliff in 
southern Peru.

New airstrikes and 
shelling on the besie-

ged, rebel-held suburbs of 
the Syrian capital killed at 
least 10 people yesterday, a 
rescue organization and a 
monitoring group said.

Syrian government forces 
and Russian aircraft have 
shown no signs of letting 
up their indiscriminate ae-
rial and artillery assault on 
eastern Ghouta since they 
stepped up strikes late Sun-
day.

At least 260 people have 
been killed since Sunday 
night, according to the Bri-
tain-based Syrian Obser-
vatory for Human Rights 
monitoring group, inclu-
ding 10 people in a wave of 
strikes on the town of Kafr 
Batna.

The Syrian Civil Defense 
search-and-rescue group, 
also known as the White 
Helmets, said government 
forces targeted the town 
with airstrikes, artillery 
fire, and barrel bombs — 
crude, explosives-filled oil 
drums dropped from heli-
copters at high altitudes. It 
reported that several other 
people were wounded.

The locally-run Ghou-
ta Media Center reported 
strikes on Kafr Batna and 
other towns in the region 
outside Damascus.

The Russian military is 
supporting Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar Assad’s forces 
and was instrumental to 

the all-out assault on the 
eastern half of Syria’s lar-
gest city, Aleppo, in late 
2016 to eject rebels from 
their enclave there.

Tens of thousands of ci-
vilians ended up fleeing 
their homes. Many have 
been unable to return. 
Hundreds more were killed 
in indiscriminate shelling 
and bombardment. A sub-
sequent U.N. investigation 
charged that the campaign 
amounted to forced displa-
cement of a population and 
rose to the level of a war 
crime.

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said earlier 

this week eastern Aleppo 
could serve as a model for 
eastern Ghouta.

Pro-government forces 
have been amassing since 
the weekend on the peri-
meter of the rebel-held re-
gion, a collection of towns 
and farmland that once 
provided grain and fruit to 
the capital before nearly se-
ven years of warfare turned 
it into a landscape of havoc 
and despair.

At least 400,000 people 
have been killed in Syria’s 
civil war, sparked by a vio-
lent crackdown on popular 
demonstrations against As-
sad in 2011. AP

New strikes kill 10 in 
rebel-held suburbs of 
Syrian capital ap
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CNY unselfie. A man takes a smartphone photo of a woman at a display to celebrate the Lunar New Year at 
an upscale shopping mall in Beijing yesterday.

AP Photo/Mark Schiefelbein dEcisiVE MOMENT
the

On CnY red paCkets

The most popular tradition of the Lunar New 
Year is of course the practice of giving and re-
ceiving Lai Si (red packets). But not everyone 
knows that there are actually quite a few diffe-
rent practices when it comes to giving out Lai Si, 
which dictates when and to whom these Lai Si 
are to be given.

The tradition for married couples is to give Lai 
Si to every unmarried member of the family, 
friends, colleagues, and to service providers 
with whom the couples often interact.

Appropriate recipients would be the security 
guards in their buildings or waiters and waitres-
ses of restaurants they frequent. However, this is 
only practiced in the Guangdong area of China, 
as well as Hong Kong and Macao. This makes 
us the most generous Lai Si givers amongst all 
the places that observe this tradition. Moreover, 
it is also mostly in our part of South China that 
Lai Si is given out from Chinese New Year (CNY) 
Eve until the 15th day of the Lunar New Year. 
Most places only give out Lai Si on CNY Eve, or 
only within the first week of the new year.

In the areas around Beijing and Shanghai, the 
practice is for parents to give Lai Si to their chil-
dren only on New Year’s Eve. The children put 
the Lai Si under their pillows that evening so as 
to ensure good luck (Lai Si means luck) throu-
ghout the next year. Generally, in Beijing, no Lai 
Si is given out after CNY Eve. 

In Taiwan, the practice of giving out Lai Si is 
not limited to married couples. Everyone who 
has entered into the society (those who have 
completed their education and started working) 
is expected to give Lai Si to children. However, 
in Taiwan, they only give out Lai Si across the 
first five days of CNY.

I have also learnt that places of similar culture 
such as Japan and Korea, also have the tra-
dition of giving out Lai Si, but only to children. 
The only difference is that they do not use red 
packets. Usually, they put money in an envelo-
pe or even just give the cash to the children for 
good luck.

Aside from when and to whom Lai Si should be 
distributed, there is a common misconception of 
having to use brand new bills for Lai Si. 

Traditionally, Lai Si was supposed to be a small 
red packet with a small paper inside which had 
words of good wishes written on it. Then arou-
nd a few hundred years ago, people stopped 
writing wishes, and substituted them with cash. 
However, the obsession of using new bills only 
started late last century. The logic behind it was 
that because Lai Si is for good luck for the new 
year, everything must be new, including the bills. 
But I doubt how many recipients really care if the 
bills in the Lai Si are new or old. Most kids only 
care about how much money they accumulated 
in the new year.

That brings me to the final point. What should 
we do after receiving the Lai Si? Some people 
follow the tradition of putting them under the pi-
llow until after the 7th day of the lunar new year 
(or 15th day for some), for luck, before opening 
them up and discarding the red packets. Some 
people open them right away and start using the 
money. The truth is, there is really no rules on 
when to open the Lai Si or what they should be 
used for. It is just the act of giving Lai Si that 
represents giving out luck to people. How they 
wish to use it is up to them.


