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claims against okada 
dropped 

michel vaillant returns 
to macau

Wynn Resorts has dropped 
all claims against co-founder 
and Japanese business tycoon 
Kazuo Okada

The fabled comic book hero 
created by Jean Graton is set 
to return to Macau for a new 
episode of his racing adventures P2

rodrigo 
returns 
with new 
exhibition 

IndonesIa The 
conservative province 
of Aceh known for 
publicly caning 
gays, adulterers and 
gamblers is considering 
the introduction 
of beheading as a 
punishment for murder.

CambodIa With political 
and press freedoms 
under pressure ahead 
of elections scheduled 
for July, the U.N. said 
yesterday it is a mistake 
for the government of 
Prime Minister Hun Sen 
to prioritize stability and 
development over human 
rights.

PhIlIPPInes President 
Rodrigo Duterte 
announced yesterday 
that the Philippines 
is withdrawing its 
ratification of a treaty 
that created the 
International Criminal 
Court, where he is facing 
a possible complaint 
over thousands of 
suspects killed in his 
anti-drug crackdown. 
More on p12

ThaIland Police filed 
new charges yesterday 
against a billionaire 
construction tycoon 
accused of hunting 
endangered animals in a 
wildlife sanctuary.

souTh Korea 
Prosecutors yesterday 
questioned South 
Korea’s conservative 
former President 
Lee Myung-bak over 
corruption allegations, 
making him the latest 
of the country’s leaders 
entangled in scandal. 
More on p12
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AFC CUP

Benfica wins in N. Korea, makes 
history in Macau football    P7
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Fabled comic book hero Michel 
Vaillant returns to Macau

Cleaning inspection on Coloane beaches continues
The Marine and Wa-

ter Bureau (DSAMA) 
announced yesterday 
that the black oily subs-
tance on the Hac Sa and 
Cheoc Van beaches is 
subsiding, but a cleaning 
inspection in the area 
continues.

This inspection comes 
after a video went viral 

on social media on Tues-
day, which showed what 
seemed to be a ship re-
leasing oil into the Inner 
Harbor’s waters. 

The Times contacted 
the bureau to further 
enquire about where the 
alleged oil spill came 
from and the measures 
they were undertaking; 

however, the only reply  
received was a statement 
which was also issued on 
their website.

“Today, there were es-
sentially no black subs-
tances found on the 
beach of Cheoc Van,” 
DSAMA assured in the 
statement they posted on 
their website.

“While it is possible 
that these substances are 
carried by the waters to 
the beaches, DSAMA has 
posted warnings on these 
two beaches, calling on 
citizens and tourists to 
pay attention to this si-
tuation and not enter the 
beaches,” it added.

On Tuesday, the bureau 

explained that pollutants 
had drifted ashore and 
that they could not yet 
identify the substance. 

Yesterday, DSAMA clai-
med that the substance 
was only a ‘sludge from a 
dredging boat while sai-
ling’ in the harbor.

A DSAMA statement in-
dicated that the relevant 

departments continue 
to pay attention to this 
situation and, if there 
is an abnormality, they 
shall immediately follow 
up on the matter. The 
Environmental Protec-
tion Bureau also sends 
officials to periodically 
monitor and inspect Ma-
cau’s coastal zones.”

Renato Marques

The fabled comic book hero 
Michel Vaillant is set to re-

turn to Macau for the new epi-
sode of his racing adventures. 
The book cover was presented 
yesterday during the press con-
ference where it was announced 
that the book launch will ha-
ppen in November during the 
Macau Grand Prix event.

The plot decision was made 
by storywriter Philippe Garton, 
who is both one of the book au-
thors and the son of the original 
creator of the character back 
in 1957, Jean Graton. As the 
storywriter explained during 
the press conference held as 
part of the program of The 
Script Road - Macau Literary 
Festival, the idea of bringing 
the character back to Macau 
was planted after Philippe Gra-
ton’s participation as a guest in 
last year’s Festival, where he 
exhibited photographs and a 
display of the original prints of 
the comic book.

For the author, this book is 
an opportunity to “break in” 
to markets “where traditional 
Franco-Belgian comics always 
had difficulty to get in.” Fran-
co-Belgian comics stand in 
contrast to the other two main 
types of these comic culture 
(the American Super Heroes 
stories led by Marvel and the 
Japanese Manga) that have 
won widespread popularity 
around the world.“It is a uni-
que opportunity as there is a 
huge cultural gap between the 
French-Belgium graphic novels 
and the American comics and 
the Japanese Manga and that’s 
what we are trying to do by rea-
ching the Asian markets and 
namely the China market. It is 
something that the huge Euro-

pean publishers could never do 
with all the resources they pos-
sess,” Graton said. 

Not wanting to unveil much 
of the actual action, Graton 

advanced that for this new sea-
son, which he started in 2012, 
“I wanted to move from the 
old stories that had a different 
public. Readers now are more 
educated, [knowledgeable] not 
exactly kids but racing fans and 
even kids are more knowled-
geable forcing us to perfect our 
story details,” Graton said. He 
went on to note that such fac-
ts influenced this new comic 
greatly as, for example, “regula-
tions [for Formula 3 race] only 
allow drivers with a maximum 
age of 26 and Michel Vaillant 
can hide his age [physically] but 
would make no sense to put him 
in a role of a racer, so we decided 
to give him another role and we 
came up with another way for 

him to continue to be the main 
protagonist of the story.”

According to Graton, the book 
will read more as a double-story 
that unfolds simultaneously, 
on and off the racetrack in the 
“relevant places of the true Ma-
cau,” he said.

For the creation of such a 
story, the authors were in Ma-
cau during last year’s Macau 
Grand Prix working very clo-
sely with the team that featured 
French racer Sacha Fenestraz 
and during the event, a Michel 
Vaillant livery was used on his 
Dallara-Volkswagen, which was 
prepared by Carlin Motorspor-
ts. The director of the Literary 
Festival, Ricardo Pinto, who 
moderated the talk, noted on 

the topic: “One of our aims with 
this festival is to try as much as 
possible to be the origin or the 
start of new projects whenever 
you have guests here and this 
was one project that was born 
here at the Literary Festival.”

For Graton, it is “touching” 
that the comics created by his 
father 60 years ago “still raise 
so much interest, maybe becau-
se these kind of heroes never 
get old, they keep on moving 
with the contemporary world.” 
Graton added, “Michel Vaillant 
has been racing against Fan-
gio and other big drivers from 
the 1950’s and now on the next 
adventure he will face the you-
ng talents on the Macau Grand 
Prix.”

Cover of the new book Philippe Graton

 
These kind 
of heroes 
never get old; 
they keep on 
moving with the 
contemporary 
world.

PHILIPPE GRAToN
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Kazuo Okada

WeChat dominates 
region’s mobile 
app usage

Wynn Resorts 
has dropped all 
claims against 
co-founder Kazuo 

Okada, a Japanese business ty-
coon the company had accused 
of paying bribes to Philippine 
government officials.

The Las Vegas Review-Jour-
nal reported that Wynn Re-
sorts voluntarily withdrew its 
claims of breach of fiduciary 
responsibility against Okada, 
founder of Tokyo casino game
-maker Universal Entertain-
ment Corp.

The move will make it easier 
for Wynn’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer Matt Maddox to bring to 
a quick close a bitter, six-year 
battle among shareholders.

It comes on the heels of a sur-
prise announcement last week 
that Wynn will pay Universal 
USD2.4 billion to end the fight 
over a 20 percent stake in the 
casino operator.

Okada was a Wynn board 
member in 2012 when the Las 
Vegas- based company filed a 
lawsuit against him claiming 
the bribery allegations threate-
ned its reputation.

The actions stemmed from a 
separate casino resort Okada 
was undertaking in the Phili-
ppines.

Wynn Resorts currently ope-
rates casino-resorts in Las Ve-
gas and Macau and is building 
one near Boston.

Okada was ousted from Uni-
versal last year over fraud ac-
cusations. He has denied any 
wrongdoing.

Universal previously held 
an almost 20 percent stake in 
Wynn Resorts through its sub-
sidiary Aruze USA Inc.

Maddox, who took the helm 
after Steve Wynn stepped 
down Feb. 6 amid allegations 
of sexual harassment, has mo-
ved aggressively to clean up 
the company’s image and end 
the lawsuits.

Wynn Resorts has been mired 
in investigations pertaining to 
those allegations while fighting 
Universal and Elaine Wynn.

Steve Wynn sought to end 
his battle with his ex-wife two 
weeks ago, filing a motion to 
invalidate their 2010 sharehol-
der agreement. However, a ju-
dge declined his motion becau-

se Universal was a party to that 
agreement.

With Universal out of the 
case, Steve Wynn intends to 
ask the judge on Friday to de-
clare the shareholder agree-
ment with his ex-wife invalid, 
permitting both to sell their 
shares. MDT/AP

The latest survey pub-
lished by the Macao In-

ternet Project and several 
other organizations shows 
that WeChat has become 
Macau’s most used mobile 
application.

The results were included 
in the 18th annual survey of 
Macau residents’ Internet 
usage. 

According to the report, 74 
percent of Macau residents 
are WeChat users. Some 87 
percent, 75 percent, 55 per-
cent and 44 percent of these 
users use WeChat to exchan-
ge text messages, audio mes-
sages, captioned pictures du-
bbed ‘moments’, and browse 
official accounts, respecti-
vely. 

On average, each local user 
follows eight official accoun-
ts on WeChat, with nearly 30 
percent following the Macau 
government’s official ac-
count. 

Besides the continuous 
growth in the number of local 
WeChat users, which increa-
sed four percent year-on- 
year in 2017, the results also 
show higher overall internet 
access among local residents. 

This year, Macau’s internet 
access rate reached 84 per-
cent, higher than the global 
average of 54 percent. The 
internet access rate among 
people aged between 18 and 
40 years old is almost at 100 
percent. 

The fastest growth in terms of 
internet access rate can be seen 
among the group of people 
aged over 60, which recorded 
a 40 percent increase this year. 

In total, Macau has nearly 
510,000 internet users. 80 
percent (490,000) of these 
use their mobile devices to ac-
cess the Internet.

Only 20 percent of local re-
sidents use mobile payment 
platforms to make purchases 
in shops, indicating that they 
feel such payment methods 
lack security.

Wynn Resorts drops 
claims against Okada
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The Office for Perso-
nal Data Protection 

(GPDP) concluded that the 
proposed measure, for on 
duty police officers to wear 
body-mounted cameras, 
would not be a privacy vio-
lation, according to a state-
ment released by GPDP on 
Tuesday.

The GPDP statement 
noted the two purposes 
behind the measure. 

First, it is said to be an aid 
to help the police to enfor-
ce the law, and it can only 
be used in three situations: 
during incidents that have 
already occurred or are 
expected to occur which 
might compromise the pu-
blic’s order and the quie-
tude within the society; in 
situations when the safety 
of people or of private pro-
perty is at risk of being vio-
lated; and, in places where 
crimes have been commit-
ted or where crimes are ex-
pected to take place. 

GPDP claims that the se-
cond purpose aims at su-

Eileen Ng, Shah Alam

A Vietnamese woman 
accused of murdering 

the estranged half brother 
of North Korea’s leader was 
recruited by a North Korean 
suspect at a Hanoi bar two 
months before the killing, 
her lawyer said yesterday.

Details about Doan Thi 
Huong are emerging for 
the first time since she was 
charged, along with Siti 
Aisyah from Indonesia, with 
smearing Kim Jong Nam’s 
face with the banned VX 
nerve agent at Kuala Lum-
pur’s airport on Feb. 13 last 
year. The two are the only 
suspects in custody, though 
prosecutors have said four 
North Koreans who fled the 
country were also involved.

Lawyer Hisyam Teh Poh 
Teik told the court that 
Huong told police shortly 
after she was detained last 
year that she was introduced 
to a Korean man known as 
Mr. Y by a Vietnamese bar 
owner in December 2016. 
Mr. Y has been identified in 
court as Ri Ji Hyon, one of 
the four North Korean sus-
pects who fled Malaysia.

Huong said Nguyen Bich 
Thuy, who was a former co- 
worker at a pub, called her 
and asked if she wanted to 
work for a Korean company 
as an actress in a “short mo-
vie or funny video,” accor-
ding to her police statement 
read out by Teh. She said 
she was introduced to Mr. 
Y at the Hay Bar, which be-
longed to Thuy and her hus-
band, and asked for a salary 
of USD1,000 a month.

Huong said she participa-
ted in her first prank out-
side Hanoi’s Opera House, 
where she was told to kiss a 
stranger on the cheek. She 
said in the police statement 
that it was unsuccessful 
because the person shied 
away.

Teh told the court that 
Thuy had declined to come 
to Malaysia to testify but 
was questioned by Viet-
namese police in March 
last year and made sworn 

pervising law enforcement 
procedures carried out by 
police officers, and that, in 
view of that, the cameras 
can only be used when the 
officers face threats or re-
sistance in the performan-
ce of their duties. 

According to the GPDP 
statement, the two purpo-
ses are directly related to 
the “duties, missions or the 
activities” of the Public Se-

statements that supported 
Huong’s claims to police.

The lawyer said Thuy told 
Vietnamese police that Mr. 
Y, who speaks fluent Viet-
namese, had initially wan-
ted to recruit her but she 
declined due to family com-
mitments. She said she then 
remembered Huong loved 
to act and introduced her.

The youngest of five siblin-
gs, Huong, 29, said in her 
police statement that her 
parents were farmers and 
that she studied accounting 
at Hanoi Business and Te-
chnology University and la-
ter worked for three years as 
a waitress in Hanoi.

Teh was cross-examining 
chief police investigator 
Wan Azirul Nizam Che 
Wan Aziz, who acknowle-
dged that he hadn’t inves-
tigated Huong’s claims or 
contacted Vietnamese poli-
ce to get details from Thuy. 
The lawyer said his law firm 
had written to Malaysia’s at-
torney-general to seek Viet-
nam’s approval for Malay-
sian police to probe the case 
there but was refused.

Teh also accused Wan 
Azirul of being “a biased in-
vestigator, not independent 
and not interested in the 
truth.”

“We are terribly disadvan-
taged as the investigation 
didn’t focus on this area,” 
Teh told reporters later. The 
hearing is to resume today.

The two women face the 
death penalty if convicted, 
but not if they lacked intent 
to kill. Prosecutors contend 
the women knew they were 
handling poison.

Kim, the eldest son in the 
family that has ruled North 
Korea since its founding, 
had been living abroad for 
years after falling out of fa-
vor. It is thought he could 
have been seen as a threat to 
the rule of his half brother, 
Kim Jong Un.

Malaysian officials have 
never officially accused Nor-
th Korea of involvement in 
Kim’s death and have made 
it clear they don’t want the 
trial politicized. AP

curity Police Force (PSP), 
which is the responsible 
body for the implementa-
tion of these types of ac-
tivities, as well as the res-
ponsible handler of perso-
nal data concerning these 
same activities. 

“After an analysis, GPDP 
currently has not found 
any violation of the condi-
tions of the legitimacy and 
of the principal of propor-

tionality under the perso-
nal data protection law,” 
the statement reads. 

“In relation to the righ-
ts of the data subject, the 
security measures for the 
processing of the personal 
data, and the period for the 
retention of the data, [the 
measure] basically corres-
ponds to the respective ru-
les of law.”

According to a report by 
Hoje Macau, lawyer Luís 
Cardoso said that he is 
unaware of “what the legal 
basis for this measure is.”

“For better or worse, there 
has to be a law that proper-
ly regulates this situation 
by providing, for example, 
information on who can 
access these images, unless 
they want to take refuge in 
the arguments of public or-
der and tranquility, which 
are subjective concepts for 
me,” the lawyer said. 

The PSP said in a state-
ment that, under normal 
circumstances, police offi-
cers would have to clearly 
announce their intention 
to film before activating the 
cameras.

Lawyer Pedro Leal told 
TDM yesterday that the 
use of body cameras by the 
police should be supervised 
by an independent entity 
or a judge. 

Privacy watchdog judges 
body-mounted cameras 
to be within reason

Vietnamese recruited 
2 months before Kim 
Jong Nam’s murder

Regular air route to 
Moscow to launch in May
A regular air route between Ma-

cau and the capital of Russia is 
scheduled to commence from May 
10, the Civil Aviation Authority 
of Macau (AACM) said, making 
it the longest, direct non-charter 
route operating out of the MSAR.

According to the AACM’s des-
tination network, the route will 
shortly become the 49th opera-
ting out of the Macau Internatio-
nal Airport. It will be flown once a 
week starting from May.

The AACM representative added 
that, at present, there are no plans 
for other links to Europe.

JSC Royal Flight Airlines, a char-
ter airline based out of Abakan in 
southern Russia since 1993, will 
operate the route. 

The airline first commenced fli-
ghts between Macau and the Rus-
sian capital in May 2016, offering 
a twice-weekly charter service. 
This service was gradually expan-
ded as the route matured. 

Macau was the company’s first 
destination in the greater Chi-
na region. It currently operates 
charter services between Russian 
cities, and holiday destinations 
such as Egypt, Turkey, India, the 

United Arab Emirates, Thailand 
and Indonesia.

AACM confirmed to the Times 
yesterday that it has approved 
two new air routes linking Macau 
to the beach resort destinations 
of Boracay in the Philippines and 
Cam Ranh in Vietnam. The Bo-
racay route is operated by Royal 
Air Charter Service with 14 weekly 
flights and the Cam Ranh route is 
operated by Small Planet Airlines 
with two weekly flights. Both air-
lines commenced flights on their 
respective routes in the past five 
weeks.

Indonesian Siti Aisyah (second from right) is escorted by police as 
she leaves a court hearing at Shah Alam High Cour
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Renato Marques

Titled “Punacotheca,” 
the new exhibition from 
Macau-based Portugue-
se cartoonist Rodrigo 

de Matos proposes a completely 
different approach to the “humo-
rous” style that is always present 
in his works.

With a 10-year-long career in 
editorial cartoons, Rodrigo accep-
ted a new challenge given to him 
by the Center for Creative Indus-
tries (Creative Macau) to venture 
into new fields.

A secret wish of his was revea-
led, the desire to give more value 
to “how is it done” rather than 
“what is done,” as mentioned in 
his interview with the Times.

“In editorial cartoons it doesn’t 
really matter how the cartoon is 
done and what techniques are 
used because what is important 
is the core message that is on it,” 
he said, adding, “While in illus-
tration and painting, art is more 
valued: the way the work is done, 
the technique, the concept and 
the outcome,” he concluded, no-
ting that this exhibition is for him 
an opportunity to exercise his 
skills and technical capabilities 
without deserting the humor that 
has been the center stage of his 
life and career.

Explaining a bit of the idea 
behind “Punacotheca,” the awar-
ded cartoonist said that the “pun,” 
also called paronomasia, is a form 
of wordplay that exploits multiple 
meanings of a term, or of similar-

sounding words, for an intended 
humorous or rhetorical effect. 

Puns are the core of Rodrigo’s 
new works, picking up words 
and expressions that he sees and 
reads in daily life and newspapers 
to create something else. By doing 
so, he creates something that can 
be both ambiguous and bizarre 
and above all ludicrous.

Rodrigo thought about “playing” 
with English and/or Portuguese 
words and expressions, trying to 
choose puns that work in both 

languages or at least can be per-
ceived with a minimal know-
ledge of the English language. 
Besides presenting a very per-
sonal perspective, the works are 
completely new (except for one) 
and created specifically for this 
exhibition, and reflect the daily 
life and topics of Macau and the 
surrounding regions.

A series of drawings with the 
support of “electronic” devices, 
this exhibition is for the author 

“also an opportunity to perfect 
my technique and try different 
materials, acrylic paint, perma-
nent pens, or other techniques 
that have a more symbolic value.” 
Such techniques are explored wi-
thout the aim of conveying a poli-
tical message (in contrast to what 
happens most of the time with 
editorial cartoons).

For future projects, the artist 
revealed his intention to pursue 
another of his old ideas – to ex-

plore Portuguese language pro-
verbs and idiomatic expressions, 
creating a kind of illustrated dic-
tionary based around those phra-
ses.

The “Punacotheca,” presenting 
a collection of about 30 illustra-
tions and paintings from Rodrigo, 
will be on display from March 22 
until April 21 at Creative Macau 
on the ground floor of the Macau 
Cultural Center building. Admis-
sion is free.

Rodrigo’s exhibition explores a 
different approach to humour 

Bilingual Talent Baby Sitter Silk Road

Rodrigo de Matos

 
In illustration and 
painting, art is 
more valued: the 
way the work 
is done, the 
technique, the 
concept and the 
outcome.

RoDRIGo
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Wilfred Wong (left) and Antonio José de Freitas

Restored Holy House 
of Mercy elderly home 
unveils plaque 

Benfica Macau 
wins in North Korea
Benfica Macau 

won the second 
match of the AFC 
Cup securing a 3-2 

away win against DPR Ko-
rea’s Hwaepul SC at Kim Il 
Sung Stadium. Benfica now 
has two wins from the first 
two games in the debut AFC 
Cup campaign.

The final scoreline was 
the same as in their Group 
I opener against Hang 
Yuen FC last week, but yes-
terday’s result, in front of 
22,000 people in the DPR 
Korea capital is one of the 
finest in Macau’s football 
history. The Macau cham-
pions made a sensational 
recovery as they overtook 
the opponents on the score-
board.

Leonel, who also scored a 
double against the Taiwa-
nese club in the memorable 
comeback on March 7, ope-
ned the scoring after just se-
ven minutes in Pyongyang, 
only to see parity restored in 
the 13th minute via Hwae-
pul captain Jong Chol-hyok 
from the penalty spot.

Kyrgyz international Da-
vid Tetteh then restored 
Benfica Macau’s lead just 
before half-time to make 
the score 2-1 to the visitors 
at the break.

Just four minutes into the 
second half, Hwaepul SC 
forward Pak Chol-song le-
veled the scores once more, 
before the final say went to 
Benfica Macau and Leo-

nel who stunned the home 
crowd with the winner 15 
minutes from time.

The victorious Macau 
team now sits on six poin-
ts in the standings and will 
return to Pyongyang to face 
4.25 SC on April 11. Hwae-
pul SC is yet to pick up a 
point in their maiden cam-
paign, and they will be  hos-
ting Hang Yuen FC next.

Macau Holy Hou-
se of Mercy un-

veiled a plaque at its 
elderly home yesterday 
in recognition of Sands 
China’s assistance after 
Typhoon Hato.

A MOP2 million dona-
tion from Sands China 
in December helped to 
cover the costs of repai-
ring the facility and the 
restoration work is now 
complete.

The storm in August 
caused extensive dama-
ge to the elderly home, 
including major structu-
ral damage to its roof. 

“We are very grateful 
to Sands China for its 
generous contribution, 
which allowed us to re-
pair the damage to our 
elderly home after the 
typhoon,” said Macau 
Holy House of Mercy’s 
president Antonio José 
de Freitas. 

“The residents are ha-
ppy to have their home 
restored to a suitable 
condition, and we wan-

ted to commemorate the 
occasion by mounting a 
plaque as an expression 
of our appreciation.”

Yesterday, Freitas pro-
vided Sands China pre-
sident, Wilfred Wong, 
with an inspection tour 
of the roof before Wong 
and Freitas unveiled the 
plaque together.

 “It’s wonderful to see 
the elderly home back 
in order, and our appre-
ciation goes out to Holy 
House of Mercy for the 
valuable service they 
provide to society. We 
are humbled by the kind 
gesture of mounting a 

plaque honouring our 
company,” said Wong.

The donation from 
Sands China helped co-
ver the costs of the re-
pairs, which included re-
building and repainting 
the rooftop, restoring 
water-damaged ceilings 
and walls, fixing leaks, 
and installing new water 
outlets and pipes. 

Sands China has pled-
ged to donate a total of 
MOP30 million to su-
pport Macau’s typhoon 
disaster relief, with ano-
ther MOP35 million in 
aid pledged by the Adel-
son Family Foundation.

Leonel shoots at goal during the match against Hang Yuen FC last week
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FOOD & BeveRAGe 

Back alley cuisine 
recognized in Taipei’s 
debut Michelin Guide

Adela Lin, Samson Ellis

Tucked away in a 
nondescript alley not 
far from Taipei’s hos-
tess bar district, Ming 

Fu isn’t the most likely place 
to find internationally acclai-
med cuisine.

The small seafood restaurant 
was the surprise name among 
the 20 eateries recognized in 
Michelin’s debut guide for the 
Taiwanese capital on Wed-
nesday. It now sits alongside 
the restaurants of such lauded 
names as Joel Robuchon and 
Andre Chiang.

In its appraisal, the French 
tiremaker hailed Ming Fu’s 
“dense and gelatinous” “Bud-
dha jumps over the wall” soup 
and the signature braised chi-
cken with pickled gourd. To 

get a spot at one of its only six 
tables, diners are warned that 
reservations are vital.

“Taipei is a city that has in-
credibly rich gastronomic his-
tory,” said Michael Ellis, in-
ternational director in charge 
of the Michelin Guides. “Tai-
pei has also given birth to a 
truly dynamic and innovative 
dining scene.”

Cantonese establishment Le 
Palais was the only Taipei res-
taurant to receive three stars. 
Two others were awarded two 
stars.

The awards are part of Mi-
chelin’s growing effort to 
broaden its appeal in Asia. 
In addition to Taipei, it now 
publishes guides for Japan, 
Hong Kong and Macau, Seoul, 
Shanghai, Singapore and 
Bangkok. The Thai capital fai-

led to claim a single three-star 
award when its guide was re-
leased in December.

One notable omission from 
the Taipei list was Din Tai 
Fung, perhaps Taiwan’s most 
famous culinary export. The 
dumpling maker - lauded in a 
1993 New York Times article 
by chef Ken Hom as one of the 
best restaurants in the world - 
failed to win any stars, having 
to settle instead for a mention 
in Michelin’s “bib gourmand” 
category.

Michelin’s restaurant re-
viewers anonymously award 
stars based on creativity, qua-
lity and service. Three stars 
are given to restaurants “wor-
th a special journey,” two stars 
for those “worth a detour,” 
and one star is for those dee-
med “worth a stop.” Bloomberg

Joel Robuchon, chef and restauranter, smiles during an interview at his restaurant, L’Atelier Hong Kong

Cathay Pacific Chairman John Slosar 

Cathay Pacific 
Airways loss 
doubles on intense 
competition
Kelvin Chan, Hong Kong 

Cathay Pacific’s losses 
more than doubled last 

year because of rising fuel costs 
and relentless competition, the 
Hong Kong airline said yester-
day.

The airline posted a HKD1.26 
billion (USD160 million) loss 
for 2017, compared with a 
HKD575 million loss the year 
before. Revenue rose 5 percent.

“Fundamental structural 
changes within the airline in-
dustry continued to create a 
challenging operating environ-
ment for our airline businesses,” 
Chairman John Slosar said.

Cathay Pacific Airways Ltd., 
Hong Kong’s biggest airline, 
also operates regional carrier 
Cathay Dragon.

The company has been under 
pressure from rivals including 
budget airlines around Asia and 
state-owned mainland Chinese 
carriers, which have been floo-
ding key routes with passenger 
seats and driving down prices.

Cathay’s fuel bill rose 11.3 
percent even after taking into 
account fuel hedging contracts 
used to minimize price swings. 
Jet fuel is the company’s single-

biggest expense, accounting for 
nearly a third of total operating 
costs.

Congestion at Hong Kong’s 
airport and from air traffic con-
trol constraints in mainland 
China, where the military’s tight 
control of much of the airspace 
results in aviation bottlenecks, 
also added to costs.

One-off charges included a 57 
million euro ($71 million) fine 
levied by the European Com-
mission in a years-long case 
involving 10 other air cargo car-
riers accused of colluding to fix 
fuel and security surcharges.

Last year, Cathay embarked on 
a sweeping corporate overhaul 
that included dismissing near-
ly 600 staff at its headquarters, 
in its biggest round of layoffs in 
two decades. Redundancy costs 
added HKD224 million ($28.6 
million) to staff expenses. But 
Slosar said there were signs the 
revamp was paying off, with 
losses in the second half of the 
year smaller than in each of the 
preceding two years.

Cathay’s cargo business hel-
ped offset some of the pain, 
with revenue up 19 percent on 
robust demand, the company 
said. AP

corporate bits
korean star to hold ‘fans meeting’ 
at the venetian macao

Nissan Motor Co. is doubling 
down on its push in China, 
naming one of its top execu-
tives to head operations in a 
market the carmaker expects 

Korean star Hwang Chi 
Yeul will be holding the 
“Hwang Chi Yeul Fans Mee-
ting Macau 2018” which 
will take place at The Vene-

nissan names new china head year ago, will take on added 
responsibility as head of Nis-
san’s China operations, the 
Japanese automaker said 
Wednesday. Makoto Uchida, 
currently head of purchasing, 
will become president of Don-
gfeng Motor Co., Nissan’s 
China joint venture.

China is poised to beco-
me Nissan’s single biggest 
market within five years, 
contributing almost a third of 
its targeted revenue of 16.5 
trillion yen (USD155 billion) 
by 2022. The carmaker in-
tends to spend 1 trillion yen 
in China over the period as 
it vies with global rivals inclu-
ding Volkswagen AG and Ge-
neral Motors Co. to become 
the largest electrified vehicle 
maker in the country, which 
is focused on putting more of 
such models on the road to 
reduce emissions.

audience through playing ga-
mes and personal interaction, 
according to a press release 
issued by Sands China.

Fans who purchase VIP ti-
ckets will automatically be 
entered into a lucky draw to 
personally meet the Korean 
artist. 

Hwang released his first 
solo EP album in 2007, which 
showcased his unique vocal 
style, energy and charisma 
and he gained greater popu-
larity after finishing as the se-
cond runner-up in the fourth 
season of the popular televi-
sion show “I am a Singer”.

Last year, his best-selling 
mini album, “Be Ordinary” 
was released and he is now 
one of the most in-demand 
Korean celebrities. Hwang 
is a singer, TV show and 
awards show host, model and 
brand ambassador.

to be its biggest growth driver 
over the next five years.

Chief Performance Officer 
Jose Munoz, promoted to 
his current role more than a 

tian Macao’s Venetian Thea-
tre on April 21. 

Aside from performing 
some of his biggest singles, 
Hwang will meet with the 
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Exiled Tibetans shout anti-Chinese government slogans during a rally to mark March 14 uprising day in New Delhi, India, 
yesterday. Tibetans were marking the tenth year of protests led by Buddhist monks on March 14, 2008 in Tibet that turned 
violent, leading to an extensive crackdown by China’s military.

ONE SHOT NEWS

Forget steel and intellectual 
property. The biggest poten-

tial flash point between U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump and Chi-
nese counterpart Xi Jinping is an 
island of 23 million people sitting 
off China’s coast.

Even as global investors shift 
from worrying about a second 
Korean conflict to a potential Chi-
na-U.S. trade war, decades-old 
disagreements over democrati-
cally run Taiwan are simmering. 
For China at least, that is a more 
serious concern.

“Compared with economic and 
trade issues, the Taiwan issue is 
a top priority for Beijing and is 
more politically sensitive,” said 
Fu-Kuo Liu, an international rela-
tions professor at National Chen-
gchi University in Taipei. “The 
U.S. will measure relations with 
Taiwan based on its national inte-
rest, and Taiwan will be a pawn to 
Beijing.”

The dispute centers on Taiwan’s 
70-year slide into diplomatic iso-
lation after ending up on the lo-
sing side of the Chinese civil war. 
While the island is self-ruled and 
enjoys American military pro-
tection, China considers Taiwan 
a province and has made accep-
tance of its “ one-China” claim a 
precondition for diplomatic ties - 
including with the U.S.

On trade, China has sought to 
maintain what it calls “strategic 
composure” as Trump escalates 
his threats, launching a probe 
of U.S. grain imports while war-

ning against a trade war. Trump’s 
planned tariffs on steel and alu-
minum would apply to a variety 
of countries, not just China, whi-
ch accounts for a relatively small 
portion of American imports. In-
deed, Taiwan faces a bigger hit.

But challenging Xi on Taiwan 
- a central focus of his “Chinese 
dream” of national rejuvenation - 
would be another matter.

Trump’s firing of U.S. Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson, a former 
Exxon Mobil Corp. chief executi-
ve officer with many years of Chi-
na experience adds more uncer-
tainty to the issue. His nominee 
for the role, Central Intelligence 
Agency Director Mike Pompeo, 
warned just days ago of the “Chi-
nese threat” to American interes-
ts, although he hasn’t said much 
recently on Taiwan.

Some U.S. national securi-
ty hawks have long advocated 
greater Taiwan ties as a bulwark 
against China. Although Trump 
signaled he might try that stra-
tegy - holding an unprecedented 
December 2016 phone call with 
Taiwan’s president, Tsai Ing-wen 
- he later reaffirmed support for 
the one-China principle while 
seeking Xi’s cooperation on Nor-
th Korea.

Now, a series of moves in Bei-
jing, Taipei and Washington are 
threatening to bring the Taiwan 
question back to the fore. One 
Chinese official in Beijing said 
there was concern that Trump 
could play the “Taiwan card” and 

that the government was prepa-
red to take a strong stand against 
any U.S. moves on the issue.

Tensions have been steadily ri-
sing since Taiwan’s 2016 election, 
which replaced a China-friendly 
government with one run by the 
pro-independence Democratic 
Progressive Party. Tsai has ange-
red China by refusing to endorse 
the one-China framework while 
offering to sign a U.S. free-tra-
de deal and buy more advanced 
American arms.

In response, China has ratche-
ted up pressure on Tsai, picking 
off Taiwan’s few remaining diplo-
matic allies and launching regular 

“encirclement patrols” with mili-
tary jets around its airspace. Chi-
na’s decision Sunday to remove 
presidential term limits gives Xi 
even more incentive to see throu-
gh his pledge for Taiwan’s “peace-
ful reunification.”

Meanwhile, Taiwan’s allies in 
the U.S. Congress have pressed 
for greater support, passing legis-
lation last month allowing for di-
plomatic exchanges with Taiwan 
“at all levels,” specifically citing 
“cabinet-level national securi-
ty officials.” Signing the bill and 
holding such visits would signal 
whether Trump intends to test 
China on Taiwan. He could grant 

Taiwanese requests to buy advan-
ced weapons such as Lockheed 
Martin Corp.’s F-35 fighter jets.

While such moves risk pro-
voking a confrontation with Chi-
na, Trump has shown a willing-
ness to use available leverage in 
showdowns over North Korea, 
health care and immigration. And 
he’ll need to apply a lot of pres-
sure, if he expects China to cut 
anywhere near $100 billion from 
its $375 billion trade surplus with 
U.S.

“Taiwan is a diplomatic card for 
Trump to play when he needs to 
annoy China,” said Cheng Yu-
Chin, director of the EU-China 
Economics & Politics Institute in 
Prague. “In the future, Taiwan 
will suffer even more, as it gets 
caught in the middle between 
a stronger China and a inward- 
looking U.S.”

National security policy docu-
ments published by the Trump 
administration have described 
China as a “strategic competi-
tor” and urged greater efforts to 
support allies in the Asia-Pacific 
region. The U.S. provides military 
support to the island under the 
Taiwan Relations Act of 1979.

A stronger line on Taiwan might 
also find supporters among con-
gressional Republicans. Arkan-
sas Senator Tom Cotton - a vocal 
Trump ally - has criticized China’s 
efforts to isolate Taiwan and said 
after the Taiwan Travel Act’s pas-
sage last month that “only U.S. 
leadership can push back against 
this aggression.”

China has signaled it will have 
little patience with the U.S. if 
it attempts to upgrade its rela-
tionship with Taiwan. In Decem-
ber, a senior Chinese diplomat in 
Washington warned that China 
would “unify” the island by mili-
tary force if a U.S. warship made 
a port call there.

Zhou Qi, director of the Institute 
of American Studies at the state- 
run Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences, said any effort to play 
the Taiwan card would backfire 
on the U.S.

“To the Chinese government, 
Taiwan is the primary issue in 
U.S.-China relations,” Zhou 
said. “And it can’t be used 
as a bargaining chip in trade 
talks.” Bloomberg

ANALySIS

Trade wars aside, Trump’s ‘Taiwan 
card’ is Beijing’s real worry
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XIAMeN BeIBADAO

Gov’t levies record USD870 million 
fine for stock manipulation

Economy strong start faces risks at home and abroad
China’s crackdown 

on financial risks and 
trade tensions with the 
U.S. threaten to under-
mine a stronger-than-ex-
pected start to the year for 
the world’s second-largest 
economy.

Factory output and in-
vestment in fixed assets 
exceeded economists’ ex-
pectations in the first two 
months of this year, clim-
bing 7.2 percent and 7.9 
percent respectively from 
a year earlier as Chinese 
exports surged. Retail sa-
les also remained robust, 
statistics bureau data - 
combined for January and 
February to smooth ef-
fects from the Lunar New 
Year holiday - showed 
yesterday.

While the numbers paint 
a picture of an economy 
reaping the rewards of a 
revival in global demand, 
challenges loom. Chine-
se policy makers meeting 
this month have intensi-
fied plans to purge debt 
risk and tighten the fis-
cal screws by cutting the 
targeted budget deficit. 
Externally, the sudden 
ouster of U.S. Secretary of 
State Rex Tillerson raises 

odds President Donald 
Trump takes a harder line 
on China given the huge 
trade surplus, his No. 1 
target.

“At the moment, U.S. 
growth, European grow-
th, global growth are very 
strong,” Wang Tao, chief 
China economist at UBS 
Group AG in Hong Kong, 
told Bloomberg Televi-
sion yesterday. “We’re a 
bit wary that deleveraging 
will drive credit growth 
and therefore GDP grow-
th a bit slower for the rest 
of the year. Tariffs from 
the U.S. are definitely a ri-

sing risk.”
A key risk is if China ti-

ghtens controls on local 
government debt more se-
verely, causing a sharper 
slowdown in infrastructu-
re investment, she said.

The China gross domes-
tic product tracker by 
Bloomberg Economics 
decelerated to 6.84 per-
cent in February from 
7.28 percent in January.

There’s also the prospect 
such strong data could 
contribute to higher bor-
rowing costs, particularly 
as global counterparts like 
the Federal Reserve conti-

nue to normalize rates.
“The economy will stru-

ggle to maintain this pace 
of growth as headwinds 
from China’s tightening 
monetary policy mount,” 
said William Adams, se-
nior international eco-
nomist at PNC Financial 
Services Group Inc. in Pi-
ttsburgh who previously 
worked for the Conferen-
ce Board in Beijing. “Fis-
cal policy is also becoming 
less supportive of growth, 
compounding the hea-
dwinds from tighter credit 
and monetary policy.”

The economic impact 

of U.S. trade levies will 
probably be limited, with 
Trump likely to stop short 
of a blanket tariff on a 
broad set of Chinese ex-
ports, Wang said. Still, 
Tillerson’s firing has rai-
sed concerns that a new 
guard in the White Hou-
se will advance Trump’s 
agenda of ramping up ta-
riffs on key trading part-
ners. Trump nominated 
CIA Director Mike Pom-
peo, who has endorsed 
“pushing back against the 
Chinese threat,” to replace 
Tillerson.

Trump last week signed 
an order to impose a 25 
percent duty on steel im-
ports into the U.S., and 10 
percent on aluminum. He 
also warned more tariffs 
are coming.

While demand from ou-
tside China remains in-
tact, there are signs it’s 
softening domestically, 
with cement prices falling 
since the beginning of the 
year and slower excavator 
sales growth, Larry Hu, 
chief China economist at 
Macquarie Securities Ltd. 
in Hong Kong, wrote in a 
note. He said strength in 
the first two months may 

be the “peak for the year.”
Despite the stronger-

than-expected data, 
economists see Chinese 
growth moderating this 
year after accelerating in 
2017. Policy makers at 
the annual National Peo-
ple’s Congress this month 
stepped up plans to curb 
debt risk while cutting 
the budget deficit target 
and setting a 6.5 percent 
growth goal that omitted 
last year’s aim for a faster 
pace if possible. Yet amid 
rising trade tensions, ex-
ports have remained ro-
bust.

Delegates also have un-
dertaken a sweeping reor-
ganization of government, 
scrapping term limits 
for President Xi Jinping 
and giving the central 
bank power to write fi-
nancial sector rules. They 
vote Monday to appoint 
a People’s Bank of China 
governor.

Yesterday’s data 
showed home sales 
growth slowed amid an 
almost two-year cam-
paign to cool the market. 
Property development 
investment rose 9.9 per-
cent on-year. Bloomberg

China slapped a lo-
gistics company with 
fines totaling 5.5 
billion yuan (USD870 

million) for manipulating the 
stock market, the biggest ever 
punishment for such an infrin-
gement.

Xiamen Beibadao Group was 
charged with manipulating 
the share prices of three Shen-
zhen-listed companies, Jiangsu 
Zhangjiagang Rural Commer-
cial Bank Co., Jiangsu Jiangyin 
Rural Commercial Bank Co. 
and Guangdong Hoshion Alu-
minium Co., China’s securities 
regulator said in a briefing in 
Beijing yesterday. It later cla-
rified that the unit’s parent, 
Shanghai-based Beibadao 
Group, was the manipulator.

The penalty is almost six ti-
mes what Beibadao earned 
by its actions, the watchdog 
said. Chinese authorities have 
been mounting a campaign to 
stamp out illicit behavior in the 
world’s second-biggest equity 
market, which is dominated 
by individual, often first-time 
investors. Liu Shiyu, chairman 
of the China Securities Regu-
latory Commission, said in 
February 2017 that he would 
pursue market malpractice and 
wrongdoing no matter whether 
it’s “historical or current.”

“The fines will only get bigger 
and bigger as regulators step 
up the crackdown on market 
irregularities, and it’s likely 
we’ll begin to see similar cases 

being exposed more frequently 
in the future,” said Yin Ming, 
vice president of Shanghai-ba-
sed Baptized Capital. “It’s a sig-
nal to market participants that 
violent share moves and spe-
culative trades are prohibited, 
and it’s always the authorities’ 
priority to maintain a stable 
market.”

The Shanghai Composite In-
dex’s volatility hit historic lows 

last year, and despite a recent 
increase, the market’s swings 
are far smaller than the wild 
extremes of 2015 and 2016. 
Liu, who took on his role at the 
CSRC in February 2016, told 
senior officials at the time that 
strictly supervising the market 
and checking for manipulation 
was among their main tasks.

Beibadao set up a team of tra-
ders who used more than 300 

different accounts from Mar-
ch to May 2017, CSRC officials 
said. A phone call to a num-
ber listed for Beibadao was 
unanswered, and the company 
doesn’t appear to have a web-
site.

The punishment isn’t the first 
multibillion-yuan fine handed 
down by the CSRC since the 
crackdown began. In March 
2017, an individual investor 
was ordered to pay 1.17 billion 
yuan in two cases of manipula-
tion, while one month earlier a 
3.47 billion-yuan fine was im-
posed on a company controller, 
who was also permanently ban-
ned from the securities indus-

try for violations on disclosures 
and manipulation.

In December, an equities tra-
der in the city of Foshan, in 
Guangdong province, was fi-
ned 54 million yuan for mani-
pulating 15 stocks and making 
a profit of 27 million yuan. A 
week later, another trader in 
nearby Shenzhen copped a 
1-million yuan fine for a stock- 
price manipulation plan that 
actually lost him money. In 
April, a former stock market 
official was fined 251 million 
yuan for illegal trading activi-
ties. Unlike the earlier cases, 
Beibadao’s penalties were ai-
med at a company rather than 
an individual.

“In the past, when there was 
illegal activity in the capi-
tal market, the fine was just 
hundreds of thousands. The 
cost to violate the rules was 
so low,” said Hong Hao, Hong 
Kong-based strategist at Bo-
com International Holdings 
Co. “Going forward, as long as 
there is a similar case, I think 
the regulators will continue to 
charge huge fines.” Bloomberg

 The penalty 
is almost six 
times what 
Beibadao 
earned by its 
actions, the 
watchdog said 
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I am very 
sorry for 
causing 
worry for the 
people.

LEE MYUNG-BAK
FoRMER PRESIDENT

PHILIPPINeS

Duterte withdrawing country 
from International Criminal Court

SOUTH KOReA

Another ex-president questioned 
in corruption probe
Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

Pr o s e c u t o r s 
yesterday were ques-

tioning South Korea’s 
conservative former 
President Lee Myung- 
bak over corruption 
allegations, making him 
the latest of the coun-
try’s leaders entangled 
in scandal.

The move came about 
two weeks after prose-
cutors demanded a 30-
year prison term for his 
conservative successor, 
Park Geun-hye, over a 
separate bribery scan-
dal that led to weeks of 
massive anti-govern-
ment protests. Park is 
jailed as she awaits a 
court verdict set for ear-
ly next month.

“I stand here today fee-
ling wretched,” Lee said 
in televised remarks af-

ter arriving at a Seoul 
prosecutors’ office. “I 
am very sorry for cau-
sing worry for the peo-
ple.”

South Korean politi-
cians accused of mis-
doing often apologize 
for causing trouble whi-
le still denying wrong-
doing. Lee has previou-
sly called the investiga-
tion “political revenge” 
orchestrated by the 

current liberal govern-
ment of President Moon 
Jae-in, a statement that 
prompted fury from 
Moon.

Lee also referred to 
the 2009 suicide of ex-
liberal President Roh 
Moo-hyun, who leapt 
to his death amid a hi-
gh-profile corruption 
investigation of his fa-
mily when Lee was pre-
sident. Moon, who was 
Roh’s chief of staff, pre-
viously called the Roh 
investigation by the Lee 
government politically 
motivated.

Prosecutors accuse 
Lee of taking about 1.75 
billion won (USD1.6 
million) from the Na-
tional Intelligence Ser-
vice, the country’s main 
spy agency, for personal 
purposes through his ai-
des.

Prosecutors allege Lee 
took other illicit money 
from business groups 
including Samsung and 
a former lawmaker. Sou-
th Korean media said 
the illicitly obtained 
funds totaled 11 billion 
won ($10 million).

Lee is also accused of 
using an auto parts ma-
nufacturer called DAS 
as a channel to estab-
lish illicit slush funds 
amounting to 30 billion 
won ($28 million) and 
embezzling its official 
funds.

One of Lee’s brothers 
is DAS’ largest sha-
reholder, but prosecu-
tors suspect Lee is its de 
facto owner.

Nearly all former pre-
sidents in South Korea, 
their family members 
and key aides have been 
embroiled in scandals 

either just before they 
ended their terms or af-
ter they left office.

South Korea’s first 
president, Syngman 
Rhee, resigned and fled 
to Hawaii in 1960 amid 
protests over allegations 
of vote-rigging. Park’s 
father, Park Chung-hee, 
who ruled South Korea 
for 18 years following 
a 1961 coup, was gun-
ned down by his own 

spy chief during a 1979 
drinking party.

Park’s successors Chun 
Doo-hwan and Roh Tae- 
woo, both former army 
generals, spent time in 
jail after leaving office 
for bribery, treason and 
other charges.  Presi-
dents Kim Young-sam 
and Kim Dae-jung saw 
their terms tainted by 
corruption scandals in-
volving their sons. AP

Jim Gomez, Manila

President Rodrigo Duterte 
announced yesterday that the 

Philippines is withdrawing its ra-
tification of a treaty that created 
the International Criminal Court, 
where he is facing a possible com-
plaint over thousands of suspects 
killed in his anti-drug crackdown.

Critics expressed shock at Du-
terte’s decision, saying he was 
trying to escape accountabili-
ty and fearing it could foster an 
even worse human rights situa-
tion in the country. Others called 
the move a foreign policy blun-
der that could embolden China 
to scoff at Manila’s victory in an 
international arbitration case 
against Beijing over contested 
territories.

An ICC prosecutor announced 
last month that she was opening 
a preliminary examination into 
possible crimes against humanity 
over alleged extrajudicial killings 
in Duterte’s drug crackdown, an-
gering the president.

Duterte said that the court can-
not have jurisdiction over him 
because the Philippine Senate’s 
ratification in 2011 of the Rome 
Statute that established the court 
was never publicized as requi-
red by law. He called the failure 
to make the ratification public a 
“glaring and fatal error.”

Thousands of mostly poor drug 
suspects have been killed under 
Duterte’s drug crackdown. He 
argued that the killings do not 
amount to crimes against huma-
nity, genocide or similar atroci-
ties.

“The so-called war against drugs 
is lawfully directed against drug 
lords and pushers who have for 
many years destroyed the present 
generation, specially the youth,” 
Duterte said in a 15-page state-
ment explaining his legal posi-
tion.

“The deaths occurring in the pro-
cess of legitimate police operation 
lacked the intent to kill,” Duterte 
said. “The self-defense employed 
by the police officers when their 
lives became endangered by the 
violent resistance of the suspects 
is a justifying circumstance under 
our criminal law, hence, they do 
not incur criminal liability.”

Duterte also invoked presiden-
tial immunity from lawsuits, whi-
ch he said prevents the ICC from 
investigating him while he is in 
office. The president renewed 

his verbal attacks against U.N. 
human rights officials who have 
expressed alarm over the massive 
killings.

He said the U.N. expert on extra-
judicial killings, Agnes Callamard, 
had without any proof “pictured 
me as a ruthless violator of hu-
man rights” who was directly res-
ponsible for extrajudicial killings. 
He also criticized ICC prosecutor 
Fatou Bensouda, who announced 
last month that she is opening a 
preliminary examination into the 
killings.

Last Friday, the United Nations’ 
human rights chief, Zeid Ra’ad al- 
Hussein, suggested that Duterte 
“needs to submit himself to some 
sort of psychiatric evaluation” 
over his “unacceptable” remarks 
about some top human rights de-
fenders.

Zeid demanded that the Hu-
man Rights Council, which coun-
ts the Philippines among its 47 
member countries, “must take a 
strong position” on the issue, and 
insisted “these attacks cannot go 
unanswered.”

Duterte has acknowledged his 
rough ways and tough approach 
to crime, but suggested many Fi-
lipinos have come to accept him.

He has lashed out at European 
governments, saying they should 
“go to hell” for imposing condi-
tions on financial aid.

Opposition Rep. Carlos Isagani 
Zarate called Duterte’s move to 
withdraw the country from the 
Rome Statute a “grave setback to 
human rights and accountability.”

It is “intended to escape accoun-
tability by present and even futu-
re officials for crimes committed 
against the people and humani-
ty,” Zarate said.

Another opposition lawmaker, 
Tom Villarin, said Duterte’s ac-
tion “would have unprecedented 
repercussions on our internatio-
nal standing as a sovereign sta-
te.”

Villarin said it could also em-
bolden China, which has refused 
to comply with an international 
arbitration ruling that invalida-
ted its vast territorial claims in 
the South China Sea under a 1982 
U.N. treaty. The Philippines filed 
and largely won the arbitration 
case. AP

Former Soth Korean President Lee Myung-bak arrives for 
questioning over bribery allegations at the Seoul Central District 
Prosecutors’ Office in Seoul
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Myanmar’s go-
vernment yesterday 
rejected two repor-
ts presented to the 

U.N. Human Rights Council that 
concluded it committed extreme 
human rights violations, proba-
bly amounting to crimes under 
international law, in its repres-
sion of several minority groups.

Government spokesman Zaw 
Htay said the reports presented 
Monday by the Independent Fact- 
Finding Mission on Myanmar 
and U.N. Special Rapporteur on 
Human Rights in Myanmar Yan-
ghee Lee lacked credibility.

The report of the Fact-Fin-
ding Mission, chaired by former 
Indonesian Attorney-General 
Marzuki Darusman, was based 
on hundreds of accounts by vic-
tims and witnesses of reported 
human rights violations, as well 
as satellite imagery, photographs 
and video footage.

The mission’s members were 
barred by Myanmar’s govern-
ment from entering the country, 
so its researchers interviewed re-
fugees and others in Bangladesh, 
Malaysia and Thailand.

Zaw Htay said Buddhist-ma-
jority Myanmar had barred the 
Fact-Finding Mission because it 
rejected its legitimacy. He ques-
tioned the reliability of its resear-
ch and cast doubts on the credi-
bility of the refugees’ stories.

“We are not denying rights 

violations but we are asking for 
strong, fact-based, and trustwor-
thy evidence on the allegations 
they are making,” Zaw Htay told 
The Associated Press by telepho-
ne.

He also said Myanmar wou-
ld no longer cooperate with Lee 
because she “has made biased, 
one-sided and unfair accusations 
against Myanmar.”

Lee told the Human Rights 
Council that violent sweeps by 
the Myanmar army in Rakhi-
ne state that prompted about 
700,000 Rohingya Muslims to 
flee to neighboring Bangladesh 
“bear the hallmarks of genocide.”

She said accountability for the 
abuses in Rakhine should be “the 
focus of the international com-
munity’s efforts to bring long- 
lasting peace, stability and de-
mocratization to Myanmar.”

“This must be aimed at the indi-
viduals who gave the orders and 
carried out violations against in-
dividuals and entire ethnic and 
religious groups,” she said. “The 

government leadership who did 
nothing to intervene, stop, or 
condemn these acts must also be 
held accountable.”

The situations in Kachin and 
Shan states, which involve actual 
combat between government 
soldiers and ethnic rebel groups 
seeking greater autonomy, have 
received much less international 

attention than the plight of the 
Rohingya.

The Fact-Finding Mission said 
in an interim report presen-
ted in Geneva that “patterns of 
human rights abuse across the 
country are linked,” with even-
ts in Rakhine, Kachin and Shan 
states all “products of a longstan-
ding, systemic pattern of human 

rights violation and abuse in 
Myanmar.”

“The long-standing conflicts 
in Kachin and Shan states have 
recently intensified, leading to 
more reports of serious viola-
tions of international human 
rights and humanitarian law 
committed in these areas by the 
security forces,” it said.

Both Darusman and Lee said 
Facebook had played a key role 
in the spread of conflict and hate 
speech in Myanmar.

“We know that the ultranatio-
nalist Buddhists have their own 
[Facebook pages] and really are 
inciting a lot of violence and a lot 
of hatred against the Rohingya 
or other ethnic minorities,” Lee 
said. 

Facebook said in a statement 
there is “is no place for hate spee-
ch or content that promotes vio-
lence” on its platform and added 
that it has “worked with experts 
in Myanmar for several years 
to develop safety resources and 
counter-speech campaigns.” AP

MyANMAR 

Gov’t says UN findings on 
human rights lack credibility
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 Hawking 
owed one part 
of his fame to 
his triumph over 
amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, 
or ALS

Raphael Satter, Paris

In his final years, the only 
thing connecting the 
brilliant physicist to the 
outside world was a couple 

of inches of frayed nerve in his 
cheek.

As slowly as a word per minute, 
Stephen Hawking used the twi-
tching of the muscle under his 
right eye to grind out his though-
ts on a custom-built computer, 
painstakingly outlining his vision 
of time, the universe, and huma-
nity’s place within it.

What he produced was a mas-
terwork of popular science, one 
that guided a generation of en-
thusiasts through the esoteric 
world of anti-particles, quarks, 
and quantum theory. His success 
in turn transformed him into a 
massively popular scientist, one 
as familiar to the wider world 
through his appearances on “The 
Simpsons” and “Star Trek” as his 
work on cosmology and black 
holes.

Hawking owed one part of his 
fame to his triumph over amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis, or ALS, 
a degenerative disease that eats 
away at the nervous system. 
When he was diagnosed aged 
only 21, he was given only a few 
years to live.

But Hawking defied the nor-
mally fatal illness for more than 
50 years, pursuing a brilliant 
career that stunned doctors and 
thrilled his fans. Even though 
a severe attack of pneumonia 
left him breathing through a 
tube, an electronic voice synthe-
sizer allowed him to continue 
speaking, albeit in a robotic mo-
notone that became one of his 
trademarks.

He carried on working into his 
70s, spinning theories, teaching 
students, and writing “A Brief 
History of Time,” an accessible 
exploration of the mechanics of 
the universe that sold millions of 
copies.

By the time he died Wednesday 
[yesterday, Macau time] at 76, 
Hawking was among the most 
recognizable faces in science, on 
par with Albert Einstein.

As one of Isaac Newton’s suc-
cessors as Lucasian Professor of 
Mathematics at Cambridge Uni-
versity, Hawking was involved 
in the search for the great goal of 
physics — a “unified theory.”

Such a theory would resolve 
the contradictions between Eins-
tein’s General Theory of Relati-
vity, which describes the laws of 
gravity that govern the motion of 

large objects like planets, and the 
Theory of Quantum Mechanics, 
which deals with the world of su-
batomic particles.

For Hawking, the search was al-
most a religious quest — he said 
finding a “theory of everything” 
would allow mankind to “know 
the mind of God.”

“A complete, consistent unified 
theory is only the first step: our 
goal is a complete understanding 
of the events around us, and of 
our own existence,” he wrote in 
“A Brief History of Time.”

In later years, though, he sug-
gested a unified theory might not 
exist.

He followed up “A Brief History 
of Time” in 2001 with the sequel, 
“The Universe in a Nutshell,” 
which updated readers on con-
cepts like supergravity, naked 
singularities and the possibility 
of an 11-dimensional universe.

Hawking said belief in a God 
who intervenes in the universe 
“to make sure the good guys win 
or get rewarded in the next life” 

was wishful thinking.
“But one can’t help asking the 

question: Why does the universe 
exist?” he said in 1991. “I don’t 
know an operational way to give 
the question or the answer, if 
there is one, a meaning. But it 
bothers me.”

Hawking often credited humor 
with helping him deal with his 
disability, and it was his sense of 
mischief that made him game for 
a series of stunts.

He made cameo television 
appearances in “The Simpsons,” 
‘’Star Trek,” and the “Big Bang 
Theory” and counted among his 
fans U2 guitarist The Edge, who 
attended a January 2002 cele-
bration of Hawking’s 60th birth-
day.

His early life was chronicled 
in the 2014 film “The Theory of 
Everything,” with Eddie Red-
mayne winning the best actor 
Academy Award for his portrayal 
of Hawking. The film focused still 
more attention on Hawking’s re-
markable life.

Some colleagues credited that 
celebrity with generating new 
enthusiasm for science.

His achievements, and his lon-
gevity, also helped prove to many 
that even the most severe disabi-
lities need not stop patients from 
achieving.

Richard Green, of the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association — 
the British name for ALS — said 
Hawking met the classic defini-
tion of the disease, as “the per-
fect mind trapped in an imper-
fect body.” He said Hawking had 
been an inspiration to people 

with the disease for many years.
Hawking’s disability did slow 

the pace of conversation, espe-
cially in later years as even the 
muscles in his face started to 
weaken. Minutes could pass as 
he composed answers to even 
simple questions. Hawking said 
that didn’t impair his work, even 
telling one interviewer it gave his 
mind time to drift as the conver-
sation ebbed and flowed around 
him.

His near-total paralysis certain-
ly did little to dampen his am-
bition to physically experience 
space: Hawking savored small 
bursts of weightlessness in 2007 
when he was flown aboard a jet 
that made repeated dives to si-
mulate zero-gravity.

Hawking had hoped to leave 
Earth’s atmosphere altogether 
someday, a trip he often recom-
mended to the rest of the planet’s 
inhabitants.

“In the long run the human 
race should not have all its eggs 
in one basket, or on one planet,” 
Hawking said in 2008. “I just 
hope we can avoid dropping the 

basket until then.”
Hawking first earned promi-

nence for his theoretical work 
on black holes. Disproving the 
belief that black holes are so 
dense that nothing could esca-
pe their gravitational pull, he 
showed that black holes leak a 
tiny bit of light and other types 
of radiation, now known as 
“Hawking radiation.”

“It came as a complete surpri-
se,” said Gary Horowitz, a theo-
retical physicist at the University 
of California, Santa Barbara. “It 
really was quite revolutionary.”

Horowitz said the find helped 
move scientists one step closer to 
cracking the unified theory.

Hawking’s other major scien-
tific contribution was to cosmo-
logy, the study of the universe’s 
origin and evolution. Working 
with Jim Hartle of the Universi-
ty of California, Santa Barbara, 
Hawking proposed in 1983 that 
space and time might have no 
beginning and no end. “Asking 
what happens before the Big 
Bang is like asking for a point 
one mile north of the North 
Pole,” he said.

In 2004, he announced that 
he had revised his previous view 
that objects sucked into black ho-
les simply disappeared, perhaps 
to enter an alternate universe. 
Instead, he said he believed ob-
jects could be spit out of black 
holes in a mangled form.

That new theory capped his 
three-decade struggle to explain 
a paradox in scientific thinking: 
How can objects really “disa-
ppear” inside a black hole and 

OBITUARy

Stephen Hawking, tourist of the     universe, dead at 76

Stephen Hawking at his graduation in 1962

In this March 1989 file photo Dr. Stephen Hawking, 47, answers newsmen with the help of his computer and the assistance of his then wife Jane, in Paris
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leave no trace when subato-
mic theory says matter can be 
transformed but never fully des-
troyed?

Hawking was born Jan. 8, 1942, 
in Oxford, and grew up in Lon-
don and St. Albans, northwest of 
the capital. In 1959, he entered 
Oxford University and then went 
on to graduate work at Cambri-
dge.

Signs of illness appeared in his 
first year of graduate school, and 
he was diagnosed with ALS, also 
known as Lou Gehrig’s disea-
se after the New York Yankee 
star who died of it. The disease 
usually kills within three to five 
years.

According to John Boslough, 
author of “Stephen Hawking’s 
Universe,” Hawking became 
deeply depressed. But as it be-
came apparent that he was not 
going to die soon, his spirits re-
covered and he bore down on 
his work. Brian Dickie, director 
of research at the Motor Neu-
rone Disease Association, said 
only 5 percent of those diag-
nosed with ALS survive for 10 
years or longer. Hawking, he 
added, “really is at the extreme 
end of the scale when it comes 
to survival.”

Hawking married Jane Wilde 
in 1965 and they had three chil-
dren, Robert, Lucy and Timothy.

Jane cared for Hawking for 20 
years, until a grant from the Uni-
ted States paid for the 24-hour 
care he required.

He was inducted into the Royal 
Society in 1974 and received the 
Albert Einstein Award in 1978. In 
1989, Queen Elizabeth II made 
him a Companion of Honor, one 
of the highest distinctions she 
can bestow.

He whizzed about Cambridge at 
surprising speed — usually with 
nurses or teaching assistants in 
his wake — traveled and lectured 
widely, and appeared to enjoy his 
fame. He retired from his chair 
as Lucasian Professor in 2009 

and took up a research position 
with the Perimeter Institute for 
Theoretical Physics in Waterloo, 
Ontario.

Hawking divorced Jane in 
1991, an acrimonious split that 

strained his relationship with 
their children. Writing in her 
autobiographical “Music to 
Move the Stars,” she said the 
strain of caring for Hawking for 
nearly three decades had left 
her feeling like “a brittle, emp-
ty shell.” Hawking married his 
one-time nurse Elaine Mason 
four years later, but the rela-
tionship was dogged by rumors 
of abuse.

Hawking and Mason separated 

in 2006.
Lucy Hawking said her father 

had an exasperating “inability to 
accept that there is anything he 
cannot do.”

“I accept that there are some 
things I can’t do,” he told The As-
sociated Press in 1997. “But they 
are mostly things I don’t particu-
larly want to do anyway.”

Then, grinning widely, he ad-
ded, “I seem to manage to do 
anything that I really want.” AP

OBITUARy

Stephen Hawking, tourist of the     universe, dead at 76

Nelson Mandela (right) meets with British scientist Professor Stephen Hawking in Johannesburg in May 2008
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Briefly put, 
(Nordic 
countries) 
are good at 
converting 
wealth into 
well-being.

MEIK WIKING
HAPPINESS RESEARCH 

INSTITUTE

Shucks, Finns: Finland tops 2018 global happiness index
Jari Tanner, Helsinki

Fans of skiing, sau-
nas and Santa Claus 

won’t be surprised to 
hear Finland is the ha-
ppiest place to live.

The World Happiness 
Report published yes-
terday ranked 156 coun-
tries by happiness levels, 
based on factors such as 
life expectancy, social 
support and corruption.

Unlike past years, the 
annual report published 
by the U.N. Sustainable 
Development Solutions 
Network also evaluated 
117 countries by the ha-
ppiness and well-being 
of their immigrants.

Europe’s Nordic na-
tions, none particularly 
diverse, have dominated 
the index since it first 
was produced in 2012. 
In reaching No. 1, Fin-
land nudged neighbo-
ring Norway into second 
place.

Rounding out the Top 
10 are Denmark, Ice-
land, Switzerland, Ne-
therlands, Canada, New 
Zealand, Sweden and 
Australia. The United 
States fell to 18th place 

from 14th last year.
Relatively homoge-

nous Finland has about 
300,000 foreigners 
and residents with fo-
reign roots, out of its 5.5 
million people.

Its largest immigrant 
groups come from other 
European nations, but 
there also are commu-
nities from Afghanistan, 
China, Iraq and Somalia.

John Helliwell, a co- 
editor of the World 
Happiness Report and 

professor emeritus of 
economics at the Uni-
versity of British Colum-
bia, noted all the top-10 
nations scored highest 
in overall happiness and 
the happiness of immi-
grants. He said a socie-
ty’s happiness seems 
contagious.

“The most striking fin-
ding of the report is the 
remarkable consistency 
between the happiness 
of immigrants and the 
locally born,” Helliwell 

said. “Those who move 
to happier countries 
gain, while those who 
move to less happy 
countries lose.”

Meik Wiking, CEO of 
the Copenhagen-based 
Happiness Research 
Institute, said the five 
Nordic countries that 
reliably rank high in the 
index “are doing some-
thing right in terms of 
creating good conditions 
for good lives,” some-
thing newcomers have 

noticed.
He said the happiness 

revealed in the survey 
derives from healthy 
amounts of both perso-
nal freedom and social 
security that outweigh 
residents having to pay 
“some of the highest ta-
xes in the world.”

“Briefly put, [Nordic 
countries] are good at 
converting wealth into 
well-being,” Wiking 
said. The finding on the 
happiness of immigran-
ts “shows the conditions 
that we live under mat-
ter greatly to our quali-

ty of life, that happiness 
is not only a matter of 
choice.”

The United States was 
11th in the first index 
and has never been in 
the Top 10. To explain 
its fall to 18th, the re-
port’s authors cited se-
veral factors.

“The U.S. is in the 
midst of a complex and 
worsening public health 
crisis, involving epide-
mics of obesity, opioid 
addiction, and major 
depressive disorder that 
are all remarkable by 
global standards,” the 
report said.

It added that the “so-
ciopolitical system” in 
the United States pro-
duces more income ine-
quality — a major con-
tributing factor to unha-
ppiness — than other 
countries with compara-
tively high incomes.

The United States 
also has seen decli-
ning “trust, generosi-
ty and social support, 
and those are some of 
the factors that explain 
why some countries are 
happier than others,” 
Wiking said. AP
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what’s ON ...

Macau Narrative by iu-Pui chaN
tiMe: 11am-7pm
uNtil: March 31, 2018 
veNue: Macau Tower T1 Art Gallery 
adMissioN: Free 
eNquiries: (853) 2835 8330

discover Macau: MuseuM of taiPa aNd 
coloaNe history
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMissioN: Free 
eNquiries: (853) 8988 4000

treasure of sacred art of st. JosePh’s 
seMiNary
tiMe: 10am-5pm daily (Closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
veNue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
adMissioN: Free 
eNquiries: (853) 2835 7911

MaNdariN’s house
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
address: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
adMissioN: Free 
eNquiries: (853) 2896 8820

11th Macau desigN bieNNial (hgM)
tiMe: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays)
uNtil: March 31, 2018 
veNue: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai, 
NAPE 
adMissioN: Free 
eNquiries: (853) 8791 9814

this day in history

A former TV weatherman who legally changed his name 
to Meteorologist Drew Anderson says there’s a 100 per-
cent chance he’ll run for Congress in Pennsylvania under 
the new moniker.

LNP reports Anderson is collecting signatures to get on 
the Republican primary ballot for a run against U.S. Rep. 
Lloyd Smucker. Anderson says he›s looking for a climate 
change in Washington.

LNP says Anderson lives in West Chester but may move 
to Lancaster if he wins.

It says the weatherman changed his name from Drew 
Anderson last year and left his job at WPMT-TV Fox 43 in 
York two weeks ago. Anderson also has worked for NBC 
affiliate WgaL-tV in Lancaster and as a science teacher.

Lnp says locksmith Bill neff also is seeking to run 
against Smucker in the primary.

 Offbeat
snow joke: weatherman named 
meteorologist runs for office

Britain has strongly condemned the Iraqi authorities 
over the execution of The observer journalist Farzad 
Bazoft in Baghdad.

Mr Bazoft - who came to live in Britain from Iran in 
the 1980s - was convicted by the Iraqis of spying four 
days ago. He was hanged at dawn after a last minute 
appeal for clemency from the British prime minister, 
Margaret Thatcher, failed.

In the Commons this afternoon, Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said Britain’s ambassador to Iraq was 
being recalled and all visits to the country have been 
suspended.

But Mr Hurd stopped short of cutting off diplomatic 
relations with Iraq. He said it was important to keep 
dialogue alive with the Iraqis for the sake of the 2,000 
Britons living in Iraq, including Mr Bazoft’s alleged 
accomplice, British nurse Daphne Parish.

Mr Bazoft and Mrs Parish were arrested last Sep-
tember after visiting a top secret military installation 
south of Baghdad.

The observer journalist was investigating reports of 
an explosion at the plant, which had reportedly left 
hundreds dead. He asked Mrs Parish to give him a 
lift in her car.

He was convicted of spying and sentenced to death 
by a revolutionary court. Mrs Parish was jailed for 15 
years.

The British Consul General in Baghdad, Robin Kealy, 
was Mr Bazoft’s last visitor before his execution.

He said: “He was looking hollow-eyed and sub-
dued, not surprisingly. He passed on a last written 
message and a number of oral messages to friends 
and colleagues... He repeated that he had been a 
journalist going after a scoop.”

The Iraqi ambassador in France said British appeals 
for clemency fell on deaf ears because officials used 
“threatening terms and blackmail”.

Prayers for Mr Bazoft were said today at the offices 
of The observer in London. Later staff gathered out-
side the Iraqi embassy to register their silent protest.

The daughter of Mrs Parish, Michelle de Vries, has 
supported the government’s decision to keep diplo-
matic channels open. She hopes to be able to secure 
the early release of her mother.

She said: “It is far too early to know what implica-
tions today’s events will have on my mother. All I can 
do is hope and pray she receives the clemency not 
afforded to poor Mr Bazoft.”

courtesy BBc news

1990 observer journalist 
          executed in iraq

in context
Mrs Thatcher called the execution of Mr Bazoft “an act of bar-
barism”.
The European Parliament also condemned the execution but 
stopped short of cutting diplomatic and trade relations. The 
UN Secretary General expressed his deep regret.
But Britain was not prepared to cut diplomatic ties and trade 
between Britain and Iraq continued.
Many British firms were benefiting from the reconstruction 
work taking place in Iraq following the war with Iran.
Daphne Parish was released on 16 July 1990.
On 2 August 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait, starting the Gulf War.

cinema
cineteatro
15 - 21 mar

Tomb raIder
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: roar uthaug
starring: alicia vikander, daniel wu, dominic west    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration:  118 min

7 days In enTebbe
room 2
2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: Jose Padilha
starring:  rosamund Pike, daniel brühl, eddie marsan     
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 106 min

Turn around
room 2
04:30pm
room 3
07:30pm
director: Ta-pu Chen
starring: Jay shih, yu-chiao hsia, allen Chao, lu yi-ching      
language: Chinese (Chinese & english) 
duration: 108min

The hurrICane heIsT
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
director: rob Cohen
starring:  Toby Kebbell, maggie grace, ryan Kwanten     
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 103min

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:35
17:45
18:40
19:05
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:10
23:00
23:30
23:50
00:15
00:50
02:00

tDM news (Repeated)   
news (Rtpi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag 
Miscellaneous
What’s Up
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Miscellaneous    
Non-daily Portuguse News
Yes, Chef! Sr 2
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Macau Documentary
Main news, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
Miscellaneous
european League: Viktoria plzen x Sporting (Live) 
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aCross: 1-Board on water; 5- Leave out; 9- tricks; 14- Close by; 15- 
Sported; 16- Strike ___; 17- that’s ___!; 18- Refusals; 19- Fit to be tied; 20- 
First book of the Bible; 22- Clubfoot; 24- Fermented grape juices; 26- Joke; 
27- “Constant Craving” singer; 30- terran; 35- Snap course; 36- Domesticate; 
37- Up ___ good; 38- Santa ___ winds; 39- agitated; 42- general on Chinese 
menus; 43- Makes lace; 45- Soul singer Redding; 46- Many times; 48- Shaped 
like a bagel topping; 50- Mistakes; 51- ___ Moines; 52- elude; 54- advice; 58- 
aids; 62- pays to play; 63- Salt tree; 65- pleased; 66- have a feeling about; 
67- Seasonal song; 68- israeli dance; 69- head lock; 70- aardvark’s prey; 
71- Furniture wood;
 
down: 1- Obstacle; 2- River to the Ubangi; 3- parade spoiler; 4- toll-free 
highway; 5- posessing; 6- Bullwinkle, e.g.; 7- intense anger; 8- trial; 9- 
inveigh against; 10- Vertical; 11- Work 
up lather; 12- town near padua; 13- 
Dates; 21- Biblical mount; 23- See eye 
to eye; 25- Shore; 27- “endymion” poet; 
28- Mother of perseus; 29- atty.-to-be 
exams; 31- tsp. and tbsp.; 32- Maxim; 
33- goose genus; 34- high times?; 36- 
French actor Jacques; 40- gallows loop; 
41- Language elements; 44- Sorrow; 
47- Cargo; 49- Untidy states; 50- atelier 
items; 53- hired parker; 54- Dramatic 
troupe; 55- Lulu; 56- Magazine founder 
eric; 57- turner of “peyton place”; 
59- plumlike fruit; 60- Scarlett’s home; 
61- neb. neighbor; 64- imperial unit of 
weight;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS

SUDOKU

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
om

Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
IaCm 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

mIn max CondITIon

ChIna

world

-5
0
8
7
-1

moderate snow
clear/cloudy

cloudy/drizzle
drizzle/moderate rain

sleet/drizzle

6
-11
8
1
9
-1
14
12
7
12
15
14
15
20
17
19

12
-3
10
6
24
13
26
26
24
23
22
23
24
26
24
23

0
5
14
11
5

cloudy
Snow shower/clear

overcast
cloudy

clear
cloudy

clear/cloudy
clear

clear/cloudy
overcast/thundershower

drizzle
overcast/drizzle

shower
overcast/drizzle
thundershower
drizzle/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Today you take the reins. 
Maybe you’re on a carousel 
riding your favorite lilac horse 
next to your partner, who is 
riding their favorite sea-foam 
green dragon.

April 20-May 20
You’ve got quite an overview today 
of what all is going down. This is 
as true of your work situation as 
it is of your personal life. So watch 
carefully from your seat up there in 
the nosebleed section of life.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You’re super-organized in your 
communications today. So why are 
your friends complaining? Strange 
as it may seem, your extraordinary 
organization may have hurt their 
feelings.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Have you been thinking about 
redecorating? Sometimes it’s a 
good way to externalize some of the 
changes you’ve been going through 
internally. Go ahead and think 
about it, but don’t make any moves. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Get connected. Forget connected, 
get super-connected. Or even 
super-duper-connected. Why? 
Because, if you don’t let people 
know that you’ve got a bright 
light.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
There is almost nobody most folks 
who know would rather have in 
charge than you. Whether it’s drawing 
up the architectural plans for a steel-
and-glass skyscraper or arranging 
everything just so for a picnic.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If there’s a big, complicated, even 
messy, perhaps convoluted and 
halfway-botched project that 
nobody wants to touch with a ten-
foot pole, well, you’re just the right 
person to take over.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Management isn’t just a ten-letter 
word that you can look up in any 
English language dictionary (and 
a handful of foreign language 
dictionaries, as well). No, it’s a key 
to your success.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Habits are habits because you’re 
used to doing them. Whether it’s 
drinking one cup of coffee too many 
or leaving the house a little too 
late or coming home cranky and 
deciding to skip the gym.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Something is definitely getting 
started right now. Is it the very 
beginning hints of a love affair? Or 
the rekindling of an existing love 
that’s been smoldering quietly and 
is ready, now, to burst into flames?

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s a long road, this life, and it’s 
full of big questions. But go ahead 
and try to work out solutions to 
the immediate problems. Taking 
a practical approach might be just 
the ticket.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Have you been itching for a little 
real, heart-to-heart, mind-to-mind 
connection lately? Well, sometimes 
you have to take things into your 
own hands. Compatibility doesn’t 
just fall out of the sky, you know.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Roma overcame 
a poor first-half 

performance to beat 
Shakhtar Donetsk 1-0 
yesterday [Macau time] 
and reach the quarterfi-
nals of the Champions 
League on the away 
goals rule after a 2-2 
aggregate score.

Edin Dzeko scored the 
only goal of the match 
early in the second half 
as Roma became the 
second Italian side to 
progress to the final ei-
ght after Juventus beat 
Tottenham last week.

Shakhtar led 2-1 from 
the first leg and would 
have advanced with a 
draw, but its hopes of 
an equalizer diminished 
11 minutes from time 
when defender Ivan 
Ordets was sent off for 
hauling down Dzeko.

It is the first time in 
11 years that two Italian 
teams are in the quar-
terfinals, with the draw 
taking place Friday.

“Going through and 
being among the stron-
gest teams has to be a 
source of great pride,” 
Dzeko said. “I don’t 
have a preferred oppo-
nent: they are all strong 

teams, but we will play 
to win against anyone. 
We are among the eight 
strongest teams in Eu-
rope, it means we are 
strong too.”

In the night’s other 
match, Sevilla knocked 
out Manchester United 
with a 2-1 win at Old 
Trafford to go throu-
gh with the same score 
on aggregate. Substi-
tute Wissam Ben Yed-
der scored twice after 
coming on in the se-
cond half, with Romelu 
Lukaku pulling a goal 
back for United.

Roma hadn’t conce-
ded in its three Cham-
pions League matches 
at the Stadio Olimpico 
this season but near-
ly netted an own goal 
when Alessandro Flo-
renzi tried to head clear 
a free kick but sent the 
ball flashing across the 
face of goal.

Shakhtar dominated 
possession early and 
Taison almost scored 
but his effort flew nar-
rowly over the crossbar.

But Roma broke the 
deadlock seven minu-
tes after the break as 
Dzeko latched on to 

Kevin Strootman’s ball 
over the top and slotted 
it into the bottom right 
corner.

That gave Roma con-
fidence and it almost 
doubled its lead 10 mi-
nutes later but Dzeko 
fired narrowly wide.

“What I liked best is 
that we played like men 
and that’s the most im-
portant thing if we want 
to aspire to certain 
goals and dreams,” said 
Roma coach Eusebio Di 
Francesco, in his first 
ever Champions League 
campaign.

“I want to continue to 
dream with this team 
[...] the only adversary 
I want to avoid is fear. 
We should never have 
that, we should be con-
sicious of our means. 
The team is growing a 
lot.”

A small scuffle be-
tween players broke 
out 10 minutes before 
full time after Facundo 
Ferreyra pushed a ball-
boy over the advertising 
boards when trying to 
retrieve the ball from 
him. Ferreyra was 
shown a yellow card.

Dzeko was given a 
standing ovation when 
he was substituted in 
the final minute.

“The standing ovation 
has to be for the whole 
team, not just for me. 
Everyone gave their all 
and we are deservedly 
in the quarterfinals,” 
Dzeko said. “I didn’t 
want to leave [in Ja-
nuary] precisely becau-
se of matches like these, 
you play all season for 
matches like these.” AP

FOOTBALL | CHAMPIONS LeAGUe

Roma reaches 
quarterfinals, 
United’s out

Roma’s Edin Dzeko tries to dribble past Shakhtar goalkeeper Andriy Pyatov 
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Woods, Els named captains of 
Presidents Cup in Australia

SAILING

America’s Cup skipper Spithill joins Italy’s Luna Rossa
America’s Cup star 

Jimmy Spithill is hea-
ded to the Italian syndica-
te Luna Rossa, leaving the 
future of Oracle Team USA 
in doubt.

Luna Rossa, backed by 
the Prada fashion house, 
announced that Spithill, 
an Australian, has rejoined 
the syndicate after 11 years 
away. He was helmsman in 
the 2007 challenger trials, 
when Luna Rossa reached 
the finals before losing 
to Emirates Team New 
Zealand.

Spithill’s signing with 
Luna Rossa, which is the 
Challenger of Record for 
the 2021 America’s Cup, 
raises questions about 
whether Oracle Team 
USA’s owner, tech billio-
naire Larry Ellison, is fi-
nished with the America’s 
Cup.

Spithill skippered Oracle 
Team USA to consecutive 
landmark America’s Cup 
victories.

As a 30-year-old in 2010, 
Spithill became the you-
ngest skipper to win the 

America’s Cup when he 
steered Oracle Team USA 
to victory over a Swiss crew 
in a one-off showdown that 
was the result of a bitter 
court fight.

In 2013, he led Oracle 
Team USA to one of the 
biggest comebacks in spor-
ts. After Oracle fell behind 
8-1, he steered the Ame-
rican-based boat to eight 
straight victories against 
Emirates Team New 
Zealand on San Francisco 
Bay to retain the Auld Mug.

His third go-round with 

Oracle ended with a lop-
sided loss to the Kiwis in 
June in Bermuda.

Spithill wasn’t available 
for comment yesterday, 
and representatives of Ora-
cle Team USA didn’t return 
emails seeking comment.

Ellison reportedly is inte-
rested in putting together 
a series that will be con-
tested in the 50-foot cata-
marans used in the 2017 
America’s Cup. The 2021 
America’s Cup will be sai-
led in radical foiling mo-
nohulls. AP

Doug Ferguson, Orlando (Flo.)

Ernie Els was always 
the logical choice to 
be the International 
team’s next captain in 

the Presidents Cup.
Tiger Woods at first thought 

it might be soon for him.
That changed a couple of 

months ago when Woods 
asked PGA Tour Commissio-
ner Jay Monahan about the 
U.S. captain for next year’s 
matches in Australia, and the 
usual suspects were mentio-
ned. Monahan asked if anyone 
had been left out, and Woods 
added another name to the 
short list.

“Me.”
Woods and Els, who both 

played eight times in the Pre-
sidents Cup and were involved 
in a high-stakes playoff that 
ended in a tie, were introduced 
as captains yesterday [Macau 
time]. The 2019 matches will 
be Dec. 12-15 at Royal Mel-
bourne, the latest the event 
has been held.

Woods was an assistant cap-
tain when the American won 
for the seventh straight time, 
19-11, last year at Liberty Na-
tional. In early discussions 
about the next one, Woods 
said he was more comfortable 
serving as an assistant.

“But then after a little bit 
of thought I said, ‘You know 
what? That sounds like so-
mething I really want to do,’” 
Woods said. “I called Jay up 
and said, ‘Might you be inte-
rested in me possibly being 
the captain in 2019?’ Silence. 
And he said, ‘Yeah, we might 
be able to work that out.’ So 
here I am.”

Still to be determined is whe-
ther Woods plays.

Coming off his fourth back 
surgery, Woods took a big 
step in his comeback last week 
when he finished one shot 
behind at the Valspar Cham-
pionship.

“I would like to get to a point 
where I would have to make 
that decision, get to where 
I’m playing well enough whe-

re I could make the team on 
points,” Woods said. “But I 
wouldn’t want to have the con-
versation and go, ‘Self.’ And so 
let’s just see how it progres-
ses.”

Hale Irwin was the only 
player-captain in the Presi-
dents Cup in 1994, the first 
event, and he had Paul Azin-
ger handle the captaincy when 
Irwin was playing.

Woods and Els are forever 
linked in the Presidents Cup. 
The matches ended 17-all in 
2003 in South Africa, and the 
rules then required captains 
Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player 

to put one name in an envelo-
pe for a sudden-death playoff 
in case of a tie.

Both made par on the 18th 
hole in the playoff. Els had to 
make a 12-footer to stay alive 
on the second hole. As dark-
ness fell, Woods had to make a 
double-breaking putt from 15 
feet for par. Els followed with 
a 6-foot par putt. Nicklaus and 
Player agreed the cup should 
end in a tie.

“We couldn’t believe the 
amount of pressure we felt, 
and we both had won major 
championships,” Woods said. 
“But nothing felt like that.”

The International team has 
won only one time, in 1998 at 
Royal Melbourne, when the 
matches were played Dec. 10-
13. The American team had 
most of their fun in the casinos 
or Christmas shopping online. 
The second time at Royal Mel-
bourne was Nov. 17-20 in 2011, 
and Woods holed the clinching 
putt in a 19-15 victory.

Next year’s matches will pre-
sent a few changes in quali-
fying and format.

Both teams will get four cap-
tain’s picks instead of two, and 
qualifying will end after the 
Tour Championship, which is 

expected to be early Septem-
ber. The picks will be closer to 
the matches. Also, teams must 
use players at least once (pre-
viously it was twice) before the 
singles matches.

Woods also was an assistant 
captain at the Ryder Cup in 
2016, and he will be an assis-
tant for this year’s Ryder Cup 
in France.

“It was just a natural pro-
gression to one day become a 
captain,” Woods said.

He will be 43 when the ma-
tches are played, making him 
the youngest captain in Presi-
dents Cup history. AP

Oracle Team USA skipper and helmsman Jimmy Spithill stands 
alongside the America’s Cup trophy, known as the “Auld Mug”

Tiger Woods and Ernie Els
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EU’s tradE chiEf qUEstions rationalE 
of trUmp stEEl mEasUrEs

The European Union’s trade chief is questioning 
the rationale of U.S. President Donald Trump in 
threatening to impose tariffs on EU exports of steel 
and aluminum, and says his move is undermining 
longstanding trans-Atlantic ties.

Trade Commissioner Cecilia Malmstrom told the 
EU legislature yesterday that while the 28-nation 
EU would continue to seek exemption from the 

measure that could kick in next week, it will pre-
pare countermeasures to equally hit U.S. exports.

Trump has said that the import tariffs are neces-
sary on national security grounds, but Malmstrom 
insisted this is a ruse and said that “we suspect that 
the U.S. move is effectively not based on security 
considerations but an economic safeguard measu-
re in disguise.”
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opinion
Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

Iran-PaKIsTan Iran’s 
foreign minister has 
wrapped up a trip to 
Pakistan in which he 
made a surprise offer to 
let Islamabad take part 
in a major port project 
partly funded by Pakistan’s 
archrival India.

syrIa For the first time 
since its meteoric rise in 
2012 amid the chaos of 
war, al-Qaida’s branch in 
Syria is in retreat, battling 
rival militant groups in 
the north and fighting for 
survival in a key foothold 
near the capital, Damascus.

eThIoPIa’s state-affiliated 
broadcaster says that a bus 
plunged into a ditch, killing 
38 people in the country’s 
northern Amhara region.

vaTICan Pope Francis 
marked his fifth anniversary 
as pope by receiving votes 
of confidence from his 
predecessor and current 
vatican No. 2, even as 
surveys showed his 
reform-minded papacy 
was turning off some of the 
most faithful, church-going 
Catholics.

brITaIn announced 
yesterday it will expel 
almost two dozen Russian 
diplomats, sever high-level 
bilateral contacts with 
Moscow and take both 
open and covert action 
against Kremlin meddling 
after the poisoning of a 
former spy.

venezuela Police 
arrested Hugo Chavez’s 
powerful former spy chief, 
on accusations of sowing 
unrest as he leads a 
movement of disgruntled 
leftists seeking to replace 
President Nicolas Maduro.

CarIbbean A Caribbean 
seismic research center 
says an underwater 
volcano just north of 
Grenada may be about to 
erupt but does not pose 
a tsunami threat to the 
region.

Geir Moulson, Berlin

Germany’s parliament 
elected Angela Merkel for 

her fourth term as chancellor 
yesterday, putting an end to 
nearly six months of political 
drift in Europe’s biggest eco-
nomy.

Lawmakers voted 364-315 
to re-elect Merkel, Germany’s 
leader since 2005, who ran 
unopposed. The coalition of 
Merkel’s conservative Chris-
tian Democratic Union, its 
Bavaria-only sister party, the 
Christian Social Union and 
the center-left Social Demo-
crats has 399 of the 709 seats 
in parliament.

Merkel will head a much-
changed new Cabinet, with 
the governing parties — which 
are traditional rivals — keen 
to send signals of renewal af-
ter a September election in 
which all lost significant grou-
nd. There are new faces in the 
most important posts, the fi-

Survivors of a plane 
crash at Nepal’s main 

airport this week say it’s a 
miracle they survived an ac-
cident that killed 49 of the 71 
people on board.

Shorna Huggain of Bangla-
desh, who was a passenger 
on the US-Bangla Airlines 
flight when it crashed Mon-
day while attempting to land 
at Kathmandu’s airport, said 
from her hospital bed Wed-
nesday that she thought she 
was going to die.

Another passenger, Ne-
palese travel entrepreneur 

nance, foreign, economy and 
interior ministries.

The same parties have go-
verned for the past four years 
but putting together the new 
administration has been 
unprecedentedly hard work.

Yesterday’s parliamentary 
vote came 171 days after the 
election, nearly double the 
previous record. The Social 
Democrats initially planned 
to go into opposition after 
crashing to their worst re-
sult since World War II, but 
Germany’s president nudged 
them into a reluctant about-
turn after Merkel’s talks with 
two smaller parties collapsed 
in November.

Merkel was able to take of-
fice only after two-thirds of 
the Social Democrats’ mem-
bers approved in a ballot the 
coalition deal clinched last 
month. At least 35 coalition 
lawmakers didn’t support her 
yesterday, though that was 
in line with results at the be-

Keshav Pandey, said it was 
miracle that he survived 
with only injuries.

Both recalled the flight 
being mostly smooth all the 
way from Bangladesh’s ca-

ginning of her two previous 
“grand coalitions” of Ger-
many’s biggest parties.

She will have to hold toge-
ther what is potentially her 
most fragile coalition yet in 
what is widely expected to be 
her last term, while also ad-
dressing challenges such as a 
potential Europe-U.S. trade 
war and seeking agreement 
with France and others on the 
future of a fractious European 
Union.

Thorsten Faas, a political 
science professor at Berlin’s 
Free University, said the 
coalition is likely to last until 
2021 as scheduled and noted 
that the governing parties 
have demonstrated that they 
can work together.

“A firm foundation, and I 
think this government has 
one, is important to be able 
to work in uncertain times,” 
Faas told ZDF television. “So I 
think there is some reason for 
optimism.” AP

pital, Dhaka, to Kathman-
du, but said that before the 
crash, the aircraft violently 
shook, tilting toward the left 
and hitting the ground with 
a huge sound.

Angela Merkel elected 
for fourth term as 
German chancellor
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Never order beetroot 
oN a date

Hail beetroot. The purple reign is here, with 
beetroot featuring on menus in gastropubs and 
restaurants. From fritters to burgers, flatbread 
to even beetroot curry, it is vanquishing lega-
cy vegetables, such as cauliflower or broccoli, 
neither of which can lift up their large flowering 
heads on a fashionable plate.  Beetroot is in 
Marks and Spencer’s salads. Another major 
British supermarket, Iceland, has announced 
vegan burgers with beetroot extract and pa-
prika. In comparison, butternut squash is tosh. 
Kale pales. Beetroot is the new It Vegetable.

London was, in temperature, like Iceland 
when I was there two weeks ago. Inside a 
hipster gastropub, beetroot appeared twice on 
the short specials menu. And right there, the 
quandaries presented by beetroot to women 
made themselves known. 

First, though, a consideration of beetroot’s 
rise. It used to be pickled in vinegar, packaged 
in a jar, and brought out just for Christmas. 
What happened? Health, that’s what. 

Here’s the deets on beets: beetroot can help 
to combat Alzheimer’s. It’s also low in calo-
ries – around 40 kcal per 100g.  Its high folate 
content  - who knows, just eat them – counters 
depression and low moods.  It contains iron. 
It gives you more energy in the gym - if you’re 
beat, eat beets. And, as root vegetables go, 
it’s a purplish-pink colour instead of brown or 
garish orange. A cute root!

Beetroot, though, has many perils for the 
lady diner. As I headed to the Dames – hips-
ter for female toilet - the mirror revealed I had 
beetroot lips and teeth. It was like a 1940’s 
purple lipstick. Beetroot, I realised, is the new 
red wine. It stains. It is the root of all evil.

I returned, mouth raw from rubbing, adding 
to the peeling already inflicted by the Beast 
from the East outside.  I anticipated questions. 
‘What happened? Was it arctic in the Dames?’ 
No, I was just trying to erase the beetroot jui-
ce.’

From then on, transit of remaining beetroot 
fritters to my mouth was conducted with lavish 
care. The slightest drip, and I would lose my 
outfit to an indelible splotch. My smile had al-
ready gone. 

You now how menus have the letters ‘vg’ 
or a leaf next to some dishes, indicating that 
particular choice is safe for vegetarians or 
low in calorie? How about additional consi-
deration for women? A menu, where dishes 
relying heavily on beetroot are marked with 
the caution ‘nsfro’? ‘Not Suitable for Romantic 
Occasions.’ 

Until such annotation is standard, beetroot 
is ruling itself out as a date food. That’s quite 
a market sector these days. Perhaps, thou-
gh, it will have another role: as a relationship 
marker. ‘Have you met his mother?’ ‘No, but I 
did eat beetroot in his company.’ 

As for beetroot’s capacity to stimulate the 
brain, here’s how it got me going. Was, I be-
gan to think, beetroot actually feminist? It’s 
pinkish-purple - yet, to my mind, does not 
appeal to women because of the staining dan-
ger. Finally, something pink that subverts the 
packaging narrative of what’s attractive to the 
female market? Hail beetroot indeed.

Given its impending dominant vegetable 
status, beetroot had better get ready for the 
big time. Kale has been used in recent years 
as the shorthand for exaggerated health awa-
reness, the food of the politically correct and 
therefore the butt of veg jokes. Hitherto, any 
suggested Trump assassination by liberals, 
for example, would have been pinned on a 
serving of poisoned kale, the likeliest weapon 
to hand.  Now slipping him a poisoned bee-
troot burger might do it. 

To which end, perhaps McDonalds could 
follow Iceland’s lead. A menu addition - the 
Big Mac with Beet not Meat? 

Nepal plane crash survivors 
say it’s a miracle they’re alive


