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WORLD BRIEFS THREE YEARS TO PAY DUES

MALAYSIA A Chinese

sand-dredger capsized

off Malaysia’s southern .
coast yesterday, killing a

crew member and leaving .
14 others missing,

Malaysia’s coast guard
said.

MYANMAR'’s president,
a close friend of leader
Aung San Suu Kyi, said
yesterday that he was
retiring, a move that
puts a representative e = -

of the country’s already 8 | Eﬁ = :'E' {{{ % = 115 ___ ( ;@ Fﬁ )
powerful military at least =

temporarily in a position ¥
of executive power.
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PHILIPPINES A
passenger bus careened
off a winding dirt road
and hurtled down a
ravine south of the
Philippine capital, killing
19 people, police said
yesterday.

IRAQ has detained or
imprisoned at least
19,000 people accused
of connections to the
Islamic State group

or other terror-related
offenses, and sentenced
more than 3,000 of them
to death.

SYRIA Rockets fired on a
market in a government-
controlled neighborhood
of Damascus killed 35
people and wounded
more than 20 others,
Syrian state-run media
said.

UK-RUSSIA British . i d
Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson says Russia

=ove  Maturing” Forum Macau celebrates 15

has “time and again
called out Russia over its

szt years looking for future opportunities

More on backpage 4a P6
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HE public has the right to

check footage recorded by
police officers equipped with
cameras, Cheong Sio Yan, a re-
presentative from the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP), said
yesterday during a TDM radio
talk show.

An earlier proposal to equip
PSP officers with body-mounted
cameras was implemented last
week. According to Cheong, the
camera usage rate is low, and
the range of applications for the
cameras is also limited. They
can be used, for instance, in cri-
minal investigations and violent
situations.

Cheong noted that police offi-
cers should inform the parties
involved when they intend to
record footage and provide their
own police identification num-
bers.

Cheong remarked that Hong
Kong introduced a similar mea-

Public can check footage of PSP
camera-equipped officers

sure in 2013, which resulted in
calmer conduct from those con-
fronting police officers and tho-
se recorded.

Moreover, the PSP representa-
tive claimed that the recording
is also a means of chronicling
facts, collecting evidence and
avoiding verbal disputes.

The PSP has referred twice to
the Personal Data Protection
(GPDP) during the proposal,
with the GPDP indicating that
those who have been recorded
have the right to view the videos.

Cheong hinted that the recor-
ding will establish greater equity
among the public.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

“The government’s silence on disaster preparedness is absolutely deafening’

Dear Editor,

It has been nearly eight months to the
day that Hato had left its indelible mark
on Macau. Eight months since promi-
ses were made to improve the system
that had initially failed to properly in-
form and protect the citizens of this
city. What has improved? Thus far, the-
re has been a fair share of debating and
finger pointing while the former director
and deputy director of SMG await the ou-
tcome of their disciplinary hearings, but
what has truly changed? Since the wake
of destruction that was left after Hato’s
arrival, there has been slow development
and little meaningful communication on
how SMG or the yet to be birthed Civil
Protection and Emergency Coordination
Bureau will improve future storm prepa-
redness.

As it is, the 2018 typhoon season is
upon us in which two storms have al-
ready formed (TS Bolaven in January
and TS Sanba in February). While these
storms mainly affected the Philippines
and the South China Sea, it should be a
reminder that these tropical systems are
occurring with some frequency outside
of the typical expected time frame for
typhoons. While it is yet to be heard if
2018 will have as much noise from stor-
ms as 2017, the government’s silence on
disaster preparedness is absolutely dea-
fening.

“An ounce of prevention is worth a pou-
nd of cure” - Benjamin Franklin. Where
wishful thinking seemingly has had an
impact on director level decision making
within SMG prior to Hato, it is detailed
preparation and clear communication
that will help to ease efforts and prevent
stress on recovery following both minor
and major catastrophes. While Hato was

the worst storm to strike Macau in recent
memory, it isn’t as if typhoons are unex-
pected, yet with the lack of awareness in
the past few storms, it would be foolish
to maintain the status quo. As evident
from videos and photos taken during the
arrival of the storm, far too many peo-
ple had failed to take shelter before and
during the peak of the wind and rain that
had reached fatal proportions. This in
turn puts rescue workers and volunteers
at risk trying to either save or usher the-
se people to safety. Additionally, with
much of the city having suffered power
and water outages, far too many were
caught with out emergency reserves and
rations resulting in a clear out of bottled
water supplies at stores in addition to
long lines at spigots for both potable and
non-potable water.

What is needed, as we near the sum-
mer months and the peak of the typhoon
season, is a campaign to communicate
what organizations and individuals can
do to safeguard themselves from future
emergencies including action plans to
find shelter when away from home, ac-
tion plans when your home is in a flood
zone, action plans for families with el-
derly relatives or young children, che-
cklists for emergency food, water and
supplies, checklists for home and buil-
ding security, and guidelines on how to
utilize emergency rations and maintain
sanitation. = Communicating disaster
preparedness has the advantage of both
being cheap and effective, provided that
either governments or NGO’s that wish
to take up the task continually repeat
their communications through multime-
dia to ensure the message saturates into
the public at large.

Fortunately, we are not without exam-
ples on how this can be implemented. In

2015, Hong Kong Observatory produced
for the Typhoon Committee a series of
short videos that bring about the awa-
reness of dangers produced by typhoons
(youtu.be/7v5f8 GW_Mnc) which can be
easily played in commercial spots or in
public spaces where video advertising
is available. The WMO backed Typhoon
Committee Secretariat (typhooncommi-
ttee.org) is also hosted in Macau which is
tasked with assisting country members
with in the region on developing and im-
proving Typhoon disaster risk manage-
ment. Finally, other established weather
organizations take it upon themselves to
ensure the public is well informed, as is
the case with the US NOAA/NWS, whi-
ch sponsors year round preparedness
as well as a dedicated week for storm
awareness in communities most likely
affected by tropical systems (weather.

gov/wrn/hurricane-preparedness, rea-
dy.gov/make-a-plan).

If SMG or other related government
agencies are unable to engage in pre-
storm awareness, then it is up to NGO’s,
local media and citizen activists to fill in
the empty space. Participating in active
awareness and education is as simple
as being consistent and frequent with
adequate information on a wide range
of platforms. This not only informs the
public of the potential dangers well in
advance of coming storms, but also gives
agency to citizens by empowering them
with the knowledge necessary to save
their lives and the lives of others in the
event of a potential disaster.

Sincerely,
Luke Lienau
Central Macau
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Leong says Jockey Club

owes ‘only’ MOP150 million

Renato Marques

E Macau Jockey Club

(MJC) owes a total of

MOP150 million in ta-

xes to the government,

the Secretary for Economy and

Finance, Lionel Leong told me-

dia on the sidelines of a seminar
yesterday.

According to Leong, the amount
owed by the MJC was calculated
by the Financial Services Bureau
(DSF) based on contracts for
concession renewal signed be-
tween the government and the
concessionaire. The contracts es-
tablish mandatory obligations to
pay an Annual Fixed Tax which
must be settled within a three
-year period.

The concessionaire’s commit-
ment to paying the outstanding
amount was a condition for the
grant of the previous extension
of 24 years and six months.

“In 1997, the contract [stated]
that the expenses to pay to the
government should be MOP25
million, but in 2002 there was
a change in that contract. The
amount was reduced to MOP15
million which included other
payments, [for example] when
the profits registered were higher
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than MOP2.5 billion they also
needed to pay taxes. But, as you
know, the Macau Jockey Club
has been reporting losses over
the years. For this reason, it has
not been paying these taxes, as
they also needed to pay 1 percent
for the welfare fund,” said Leong.
The obligations, according to
Leong, were reviewed and remo-
ved from the contract in 2005.

The Secretary also revealed that
from 2002 to 2018, the MJC had
been sending a letter to the go-
vernment every year claiming to
be unable to pay such expenses
due to its reported losses. This
led to the government of Macau
exempting them from their obli-
gation to pay.

According to Leong, the gover-
nment acknowledged in 2015

that the MJC was not paying
the amount it should [MOP15
million]. It owed a total of
MOP200 million at the time, the
equivalent to MOP20 million
every year for a decade.

The economy and finance chief
also acknowledged that in dis-
closing the amount owed to the
government, “we didn’t take note
of any other taxes, interests or

inflation.”

Although it is not currently
possible to verify this informa-
tion, as the new contract has
not been officially published, the
Secretary has assured that the
payment of prior debts within
the established deadline was a
non-negotiable condition for the
grant of the new concession.

“The contract is clear that if
they can’t pay within the three
year time frame, the concession
will be stopped.”

As to why the concession con-
tract had not been terminated
earlier, in light of the conces-
sionaire’s failure to meet its
payment obligations, Leong
reiterated that “from 2002 [the
company] has issued a letter
every year to the government
asking to be exempted from the
tax due to recorded losses. We
have analyzed the case and fou-
nd that in 2015 the amount was
still unpaid, so we decided to give
them these [the currently stated
conditions] to pay.”

Questioned on the reasons why,
in 2002, the amount to pay back
was reduced to MOP15 million
(from MOP25 million in 1997),
the Secretary responded that he
was not aware of the reasons but
believed, “[it was] because they
saw that they were registering
loses.”

“We weighed the situation in
relation to the diversification
of the gaming industry and the
fact the MJC can add more tou-
ristic spots [to the region].”

HERITAGE

New Macau calls for
Coloane protection

Julie Zhu

E New Macau Associa-
tion is asking the govern-
ment to mark the mountain
and waterfront near the old
Lai Chi Vun shipyards as a
buffer to protect the whole
area, the vice president of the
association, Sulu Sou, said
yesterday during a press con-
ference.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau
(IC)’s public consultation re-
garding the evaluation of the
classification of the Lai Chi
Vun shipyards will end to-
day. In the consultation, the
IC depicted the shipyard area
as being in a poor condition
overall, which Sou, who is
also a lawmaker, deemed a
consequence of many years
of the government’s derelic-
tion of duty.

Sou pointed out that the
submissions to the consulta-
tion described the shipyards
as having safety issues, being
in dangerous condition, un-
suitable for use, and totally
or partially collapsed.

“These comments are ac-

Sulu Sou (center)

tually unfair and incomple-
te,” said Sou, noting that 13
shipyards were repossessed
by the government, and the-
se did meet the description
above.

“Those which have been su-
pported by the public are in a
rather acceptable condition,”
he remarked.

“In view of the govern-
ment’s resources and en-
gineering skills, if [the go-
vernment plans to] create
reinforcements or fix these

so-called endangered parts
[shipyards], then it is not dif-
ficult at all.”

Sou criticized the govern-
ment for unfairly depicting
the shipyards, which “led
part of the public to only dis-
cuss the danger and safety
issues of the shipyards and
whether to demolish or keep
them.”

The lawmaker believes that
there is a need to protect the
urban landscape and views
near the area, which is cur-

rently under evaluation.

“The shipyard industry it-
self is the foundation, others
are its carrier,” said Sou, em-
phasizing the importance of
protecting the Lai Chi Vun
shipyards and the area as a
whole, not just the shipyards
themselves.

He suggested that the Ma-
cau government protect Co-
loane Village, including the
shipyards and the neighbo-
ring mountains, and limit
construction heights to 11.6
meters in these areas.

Previously, the government
proposed that the Lai Chi
Vun shipyards be defined as
protected locations, indica-
ting that only the shipyards
themselves should be protec-
ted.

Sulu Sou disagreed, arguing
that the key to cultural pro-
tection is in knowing how to
preserve the cultural atmos-
phere.

The Lai Chi Vun shipyards
were the largest group of shi-
pyards in Macau and cons-
titute a major part of the
history of local shipbuilding,
which was a traditional in-
dustry in the southern China
region.

The shipyards are evidence
of the techniques and me-
thods for shipbuilding and
also reveal the traditional
lifestyles of the Lai Chi Vun
village community.

Sio believes
gambling
concessionaires
may change

ORMER lawmaker Dominic Sio belie-

ves that the gaming concessions will be
reshuffled from 2020, according to a report
by China Business Journal.

“Starting from 2020, the gambling con-
cessions will reopen, [and] this means that
[those who are] operating in Macau today,
will not necessarily still be operating in
2020,” said Sio, who is also a deputy of the
13th National People’s Congress.

“This is shuffling, re-applying and re-li-
censing. During the process of re-licensing,
the non-gambling aspects of the gambling
industry should also become aspects that
the SAR government should place impor-
tance on,” explained Sio.

With the development of both the tourism
and gaming industries, Sio also thinks that
economic and trade cooperation between
China and the Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries should be enhanced.

“Macau currently has approximately
MOP1,000 billion in capital, with an abun-
dance of capital looking for an exit. Banks
are looking for companies to loan, but no
companies are asking banks for loans,” he
continued.

Sio believes that both the mainland and
Macau can benefit if Macau’s capital were
to be made available to mainland com-
panies.
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James Packer quits Crown
amid mental health issues

Angus Whitley

ILLIONAIRE James Pa-

cker quit the board of his
casino operator Crown Resor-
ts Ltd. due to mental health
issues, the latest turn in a tur-
bulent private and business life
that’s seen his overseas gaming
empire unravel.

The 50-year-old Australian
plans to step back from all
commitments, said a spokes-
man, who didn’t elaborate on
Packer’s illness. Crown stock
fell 1.7 percent in Sydney tra-
ding.

Twice-divorced Packer has

endured a tumultuous few
years, from the public breakup
of his engagement with pop
diva Mariah Carey, to the con-
viction of Crown employees in
China in 2017 for illegally pro-
moting gambling.

Yesterday’s announcement
comes about seven months af-
ter Packer returned to Crown’s
board in the wake of the Chi-
na crackdown. That ultimately
led to Crown’s exit from Ma-
cau and the closure of most of
its Asian offices to focus on its
Australian business.

“Now that they’re more focu-
sed on their Australian assets,

Police revamps
Arrival Card scheme

HE Public Securi-

ty Police Force (PSP)
has been working on the
optimization and replace-
ment of the Arrival Card
for non- residents. It is ex-
pected to be completed by
March 31.

The Immigration Depart-
ment of the PSP has been
implementing the “Non-
stamping Immigration
Clearance Policy” since
July 2013, issuing a prin-
ted Arrival Card to inbou-
nd visitors. Starting from
January 1, 2014, the sche-
me was extended to cover
persons granted any of
the six types of Authoriza-
tion to Stay. They receive
a printed Slip of Authori-
zation to Stay instead of a
stamp in their travel docu-
ment.

According to a statement
issued yesterday by PSP,
“the purpose for this op-

et AL T
HEREL selimu

e
LR e R Y AP
R, ORI B, M kit e,

B s Tams
EEE KOO0

m‘r_jﬁ Daraments [rarssss W

it’s a company that tends to run
itself,” said Daniel Mueller, a
fund manager at Vertium Asset
Management in Sydney who
downplayed the significance
of Packer’s departure from the
board. “He’s got a lot of people
around him, some of whom are
on the board.”

Packer has had an on-again,
off-again involvement with
Crown Resorts since stepping
down as chairman and then as
a director in 2015. The billio-
naire’s private investment
company, Consolidated Press
Holdings, owns about 47 per-
cent of the casino company.
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“Mr James Packer today
resigned from the board of
Crown Resorts Ltd. for per-
sonal reasons,” a Consolida-
ted Press spokesman said by
e-mail. “Mr Packer is suffering
from mental health issues. At
this time he intends to step
back from all commitments.”

A separate statement yester-
day by Crown Executive Chair-
man John Alexander didn’t
elaborate further on Packer’s
reasons for quitting. “We have
appreciated James’ contribu-
tion to the board and respect
his decision to step down,” Ale-
xander said.

4 The China
crackdown
ultimately led
to Crown’s exit
from Macau
and the closure
of most of its
Asian offices

Crown shares were down 1.7
percent at AUD12.85 at 3:04
p-m., valuing the Melbour-
ne-based company at AUDS8.9
billion (USD6.8 billion).

Packer was born into a media
dynasty that owned Australia’s
biggest magazine publisher.
He took over the family busi-
ness on his father Kerry’s dea-
th in 2005, and within three
years sold most of its broad-
casting and publishing stakes,
as well as its cattle ranches, for
more than $5 billion.

He used the funds to build the
stake in Crown. Since the com-
pany’s retreat from a Macau
joint venture with billionaire
Lawrence Ho, Crown is now
focused on its existing casinos
in Perth and Melbourne and a
new six-star casino in Sydney,
due to be completed in 2021.

The clampdown in China
“shook me to the core,” Packer
said in a rare interview with
the Australian newspaper in
October last year. He wasn’t on
the board at the time and felt
“let down,” he said.

In the interview, Packer also
said he wanted a more “simple
life” and acknowledged he’d
lost friends, put on weight and
had led a reclusive life at his
polo estate in Argentina.

“It has been a tumultuous
four or five years for me,”
Packer told the newspaper.
Packer was interviewed as a
witness as part of an investi-
gation into Israeli Prime Mi-
nister Benjamin Netanyahu, a
spokesman for the billionaire
said in February. Netanyahu
had received gifts from Packer,
who wasn’t accused of wrong-
doing, and police last month
recommended the prime mi-
nister be charged with bribery,
fraud and breach of trust.

Evan Lucas, an independent
market analyst and consul-
tant based in Melbourne, said
Packer endured more public
scrutiny than most other Aus-
tralian executives because he’s
“a large figure in the business
world.”

“He has been under a rea-
sonable amount of pressure,”
Lucas said. “It’s a sad story to
hear.” Bloomberg

Albergue SCM presents
‘My Chinese Zodiac’

exhibition

New version of the arrival card
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timization is to make the
status of stay clear to the
non-residents. No amend-
ment is made to the cur-
rent conditions or limita-
tions of stay applicable to
non-residents.”

During the replacement
period, the old version
and new version of Arrival
Card will be in use. Star-
ting from April 1, only the
new version of the Arrival
Card will be in use.

Non-residents  holding
the old version of Arrival
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Card issued on or before
March 31 may remain in
Macau until the limit of
stay specified on the Card.
The PSP stressed that
according to the current
immigration laws, non-re-
sidents who stay in Macau
beyond the limit of stay
specified on the card or
do not leave Macau within
a specific period after the
Authorization to Stay is
revoked will be regarded
as illegally staying in Ma-
cau.

HE exhibition exhibited since being portrayed,
“My Chinese 1999 in indivi- praising her con-
Zodiac” by Raquel dual and collec- dition, defining
Gralheiro will be- tive exhibitions, her gesture, her
gin on March 26 integrating seve- posture, the ex-

at 6:30 p.m., at A2
Gallery of Alber-
gue SCM as part of
the ARTFEM Wo-
men Artists - 1st
Macau Internatio-
nal Biennial.

The exhibition
presents a total
of 24 works - 12
acrylic paintings
on canvas and 12
mixed media bo-
xes - representing
the 12 Chinese zo-
diacs, according to
a statement issued
by its organizer,
Albergue SCM.

Born in Viseu,
Portugal in 1969,
Gralheiro has

ral private collec-
tions in Portugal,
Spain and Brazil
and was awarded
the 1st Prize Rui
Alberto Espaco de
Arte at Arte Eroti-
ca, in Gondomar.
In the words of
Joana Paris Rito,
who signs the ar-
tist’s foreword
text: “the symbio-
sis between wo-
man and animal
is quite clear. The
singularities of
each  particular
being of the Chi-
nese zodiac merge
with the female
character that is

pression of her
glance, the outline
of her face.”

“Throughout her
pictorial path, Pop
Art’s strong colou-
rs, the naif hearts,
the bouquets of
the Renaissance,
the Tahitian pat-
terns of Gauguin
or the contempo-
rary kaleidoscopes
are a clear sign of
the painter’s femi-
nine glance over
the world,” the fo-
reward added.

“My Chinese Zo-
diac” will be open
to the public until
May 13.
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Lynzy Valles

E Macau Autism Asso-

ciation (MAA) will host

a “World Autism Aware-

ness Day 2018” program

next month, with a series of family-

friendly activities intended to in-

crease awareness, acceptance and

support for people with autism in
Macau.

One of the highlights for the mon-
th of April will be the annual “Light
It Up Blue” campaign, which will
be observed by 142 countries on
April 2.

On that day, landmarks around
the world will be illuminated in
blue to symbolize support for tho-
se with autism, the association an-
nounced at a press conference this
week.

This year, MAA teamed up with
the Macau Science Center and the
Macau Tower to light its buildings
up in blue.

The association has invited in-
ternational designers for an exhi-
bition titled “Endless Life and
Unlimited Artistic Power”. The de-
signers will develop new artworks
based on the original paintings of
children with autism, which will
then be transformed into product
packaging.

Companies can then buy these
items, with MAA taking a percen-
tage of the proceeds.

Family-friendly activities include
talks with parents of autistic chil-

Autism awareness activities
to be held next month

dren and entry to the Skywalk cir-
cling the Macau Tower.

Nicole Chan, general director of
MAA, said the association had con-
ducted a series of activities last year
targeting children with autism,
with a total of 5,000 participants.

ad

At least 30-40
percent of the
population

is aware of
autism.

NICOLE CHAN

According to her, some 300 to
400 children have benefited from
the activities.

“Based on all the activities that
[have] been done by the associa-
tion [in] creating awareness, I be-
lieve that at least 30-40 percent of
the population is aware of [...] au-
tism,” said Chan.

However, she admitted that fun-
ding is still hard to come by. The
association only has one full-time
staff member and some part-ti-
mers, as its monthly subsidy from
the government amounts to just
MOP40,000.

“We are applying for a center
from the government and are still
waiting for their reply. Whether we
have the center or not, we still look
for venues that will support the
therapy or workshop,” Chan told
the press.

It has been a year since the asso-
ciation has applied for a center.

2018 marks the third year that

-

MAA is hosting World Autism
Awareness Day, and the second
time it is receiving government
subsidies to run the event.

The association will also host
music classes for up to 20 children
with autism.

Of those, ten musically inclined
children will be selected for further
subsidized classes to determine
their eligibility for the Macau You-
ng Orchestra.

“[We] plan to consolidate a group
of autistic [children] with musi-
cal talent and when ready, they
can perform around Macau,” said
Chan.

There are still no concrete sta-
tistics to indicate how many chil-
dren in the city suffer from autism.
Chan said the Health Bureau had
evaluated at least 1,000 children
since June 2017, of whom 800 re-
quired different therapies. Seventy
percent of these children suffer
from autism.

“Those are the new ones. For the
older ones, we do not know. Nobo-
dy [...] really wants to accept that
their children are autistic. Basi-
cally, there are alot of hidden cases
that we’re not able to find out,” she
said.

MAA has started visiting nurse-
ries to conduct sharing sessions
with teachers and parents on how
to identify symptoms of autism.

“So far the response has been
good. We hope that from there,
they [will] get earlier therapy,” said
Chan, adding that autism starts to
become apparent in the first three
years of life.

The World Autism Awareness
Day 2018 will host its opening ce-
remony at the Macau Science Cen-
ter on April 2, followed by choir
and drama performances.
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Inflation rises
fastest since
March 2016

The Composite Consumer
Price Index (CPI) in February
2018 rose by 3.12 percent
year-on-year to 112.18,
according to information
released by the Statistics

and Census Bureau (DSEC),
marking the largest year-
on-year growth since March
2016. The Bureau attributes
the abnormally high increase
to the fact that the Lunar New
Year fell in February this year
but in January last year. Aside
from that, the rise came about
due to dearer charges for
eating out, increased rental
charges, as well as increasing
parking meter rates and
prices of women’s clothing.
Compared with January 2018,
February’s CPI stood 0.93
percent higher. Meanwhile,
for the 12 months ending
February 2018, the average
Composite CPI grew by 1.46
percent from the previous
period, led by notable growth
in the prices for good and
services in the education and
health sectors.

Tse to return
as MGTO
deputy
director

The Secretary for Social
Affairs and Culture, Alexis
Tam, hopes that Cecilia Tse
can serve as deputy director
of the Macao Government
Tourism Office (MGTO)

after she recovers from her
illness. The position has been
vacant for nearly four months.
MGTO director Helena
Senna Fernandes noted that
Tse returned to work after
Chinese New Year but still
needs rest.

Land
subsidence

appeared at
San Ma Lou

On Tuesday morning,

a ground subsidence (a
downwards shift in the
surface of land) appeared
in one of Macau’s busiest
avenues, the Almeida Ribeiro
Avenue. The subsidence is
about one square meter and
located in the middle lane
in front of the Circle Square.
Both transportation police
officers and officers from
the Civic and Municipal
Affairs Bureau (IACM)
went to inspect the scene.
The subsidence was
repaired yesterday. It was
most likely caused by soil
erosion, according to IACM,
which also spotted ground
subsidence at San Ma lou in
February.

‘Maturing’ Forum Macau
celebrates 15 years

Renato Marques

HE Forum for Economic

and Trade Co-operation be-
tween China and the Portugue-
se-speaking Countries — Macao
(Forum Macau) is, “after 15
years and in resemblance to hu-
mans, in maturing stage.”

Those were the words that the
Permanent Secretariat of Fo-
rum Macau, Xu Yingzhen, used
to describe the current status of
the organization whose job it is
to promote Macau as a platform
for economic cooperation be-
tween China and the Portugue-
se-speaking countries.

Xu was speaking at the ope-
ning ceremony of a seminar
yesterday morning at the Four
Seasons Hotel Macau to mark
the 15th anniversary of Forum
Macau.

The seminar reviewed the Fo-
rum’s work over the past 15
years and invited debate on new
perspectives, approaches, po-
licies and developments in this
space.

In her opening speech, Xu ack-
nowledged that Forum Macau
still has a long way to go to com-
plete its duties and responsibili-
ties.

“It is true that we still have a
long way to go and we need to
concentrate more effort to reach
new outcomes,” she said, adding
that the organization would “in-
ject new vitality so the Forum
Macau can obtain success in this
new era.”

Secretary for Economy and
Finance Lionel Leong recalled
the first speech of the original
signing ceremony that created
Forum Macau, in which it was
said that the creation of the Fo-
rum “opened a new page [for
Portuguese-speaking countries’
relations with China].”

Leong said the creation of a
forum between China and the
Portuguese-speaking countries
occupies “a highlight position in
the strategy defined by the cen-
tral government, and allows Ma-
cau to enhance its advantages to
promote the development and
diversification of the economy.”

Leong also noted the ongoing
construction of the Service Cen-
ter Complex as well as the trans-
fer of the Cooperation Fund to
Macau. Another important step
towards diversification that was
directly attributable to Forum
Macau’s activities was the cen-
tral government’s attribution of
the Renminbi Clearing Centre
to Macau, as noted by the Secre-
tary.

Leong closed his speech with a
mention of the “notable” results
achieved in trade since the crea-
tion of Forum Macau, which he
said “have been highlighted and
praised by the central govern-
ment.”
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Aspect of the seminar held yesterday

Another individual who com-
mented on the “success of this
mechanism [Forum Macau]”
was Yao Jian, Deputy Director-
General of the Liaison Office of
the Central People’s Govern-
ment in Macau.

Yao was quoted as saying that
“trading between China and Por-
tugal has increase twentyfold,
and trading between China and
the Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries has increased by one hun-
dredfold.”

Yao added that Forum Macau
has also achieved results in ter-
ms of “cultural exchange” and
“lifting the internationalization
of Macau and also its diversifi-
cation.”

Yao highlighted the work of the
“Macau entrepreneurs, who es-
tablished places to present pro-
ducts from Portuguese-speaking
countries in several cities of Chi-
na, namely Shanghai, Beijing,
Hangzhou and others.”

The representative of the cen-
tral government added that the

newly announced China Inter-
national Import Expo, which
will be launched this year for the
first time, will feature the joint
efforts of both the mainland and
Macau governments.

Yao emphasized the impor-
tance of the Renminbi Clearing
Center and the Training Center
for Bilingual Professionals. Both
are important landmarks, accor-
ding to Yao, who concluded with
the hope that all parties can con-
tribute more suggestions to im-
prove the relationships between
the countries.

On this topic, Deputy Director-
General of the Department of
Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macau
Affairs at the Ministry of Com-
merce People’s Republic of Chi-
na (MOFCOM) Sun Tong, said,
“independently of the different
areas, the level of cooperation
between countries has been rea-
ching new heights, which gives
the impression that this coope-
ration has a good trend to deve-
lop.”

Sun said that this development
can come from new areas such
as environmental protection, no-
ting that the MOFCOM is “plea-
sed with the continual added
influence of Forum Macau in the
past 15 years, which produces sy-
nergetic effects.”

“In the future, Forum Macau
would have more energy and vi-
tality under the guidance of the
new era socialist ideology with
Chinese characteristics of Xi
Jinping,” he said, which he ad-
ded would be under the policy of
“opening to the outside world.”
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It is true that
we still have a
long way to go
and we need
to concentrate
more effort

to reach new

outcomes.
XU YINGZHEN

The last speaker of the event,
Ambassador Malam Sambu, no-
ted that it was a great opportuni-
ty to discuss the Forum’s future,
and echoed previous speakers’
observations that relations
between  Portuguese-speaking
countries and China had reached
new heights, suggestive of even
greater dimensions in the future.

Priority areas for investment
and development include ener-
gy, infrastructure, technology
and human resources to contri-
bute towards the “common goal
of serving as a springboard to
[...] fast, harmonious and ratio-
nal development.”

As a final note, he stated the
need to “share the profits of the-
se cooperation efforts.”

Forum looking for future opportunities

ARTICIPANTS at yesterday’s seminar fo-
cused their talks on the perspectives and fu-
ture opportunities for the Forum Macau.

Jorge Costa Oliveira, former Secretary of Sta-
te of the Internationalization of Portugal and
Partner and CEO of consulting company JCO,
said, “more important than discussing the many
works developed - and well - over the past 15
years is the need to look to the future, and future
possibilities to make Forum Macau even more
relevant.”

Oliveira noted that although the world knows
that there are many opportunities for entrepre-
neurs globally and in China, it is still difficult to
get the message across to them. He concluded
that “there is still much work to do. [...] The
work that Forum Macau has done over the years
has been mostly done at an institutional level.”

He believes this was the right choice and that
such tasks were managed well, as they invol-
ved the member countries’ governments, pu-
blic agencies and public entities in bilateral and
multilateral relations.

Nevertheless, he points out that companies are
the entities that import, export, and invest. As
such, he urged Forum Macau to do “proximity

work together with the business associations,
doing work that [focuses] on companies to bring
them knowledge of the opportunities in both the
Portuguese-speaking countries in China and the
advantages of partnerships between companies
in order to create bonds that allow them to reach
new markets.”

Henrique Horta dos Santos, the representative
of Guinea-Bissau on the West African Econo-
mic and Monetary Union, and former Minister
of the Economy and Finance of Guinea-Bissau,
also highlighted the importance of “facilitating
access to Forum-related support and invest-
ment funds by companies, namely SMEs” as a
potential measure for future development.

On that topic, the Governor of the Central Bank
of Sdo Tomé and Principe and former Minister
of Planning and Finance of the same country,
noted the role of Macau and the Forum as a ca-
talyst for the “acceleration of the process of ex-
pansion and opening China to the World [Belt
and Road], noting the “great commitment of the
country in contributing more [...] in a better way
to the ‘common assets’ [which result from the
connection of the Portuguese- speaking coun-
tries with China].”
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Organizations express gratitude to
ands China and Adelson Family
Hato relief

oundation for Typhoon

response to severe damage
caused by the deadly Typhoon
Hato, Sands China Ltd. bols-
tered its efforts to reach out to
the community, applying its skills
and resources to help the recovery
of several organizations across dif-
ferent sectors.

The company has made a pledge
to donate a total of MOP30 million
in disaster relief funds to Macau in
the wake of the destructive 2017
storm season. In addition, the
Adelson Family Foundation has
pledged MOP35 million, making
a total of MOP65 million in dona-
tions pledged by Sands China and
the Adelson Family Foundation to
support typhoon disaster relief in
Macau.

UNIVERSITY OF SAINT
JOSEPH

The Adelson Family Foundation
has donated over MOP15.2 million
to the University of Saint Joseph to
assist in recovery efforts after both
Typhoon Hato and subsequent
storms caused significant damage
to its brand-new campus in Au-
gust and September.

The timing of Typhoon Hato — in
August 2017, just before the start
of the new academic term — was
unfortunate for the university,
which had only taken possession
of its long-awaited new Ilha Verde
campus in June.

The basement level of the uni-
versity’s new campus was flooded
after the storm, submerging nearly
all the installed and stored equi-
pment under 3 metres of water.
Five days were required to pump
the basement dry.
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In a site visit, shortly af-
terwards, Las Vegas Sands Corp.
and Sands China Ltd. executives
toured the damaged areas that
will now be restored with the
help of the Adelson Family Fou-
ndation donation.

“When we heard about the ex-
tensive damage to Macau as a re-
sult of Typhoon Hato, our hearts
immediately went out to all of the
people impacted by it,” said Shel-
don G. Adelson and Dr. Miriam
Adelson. “We care deeply about
the Macau community and wan-
ted to do something to help in the
aftermath of the storm. Hopefully,
this donation to the University

FOUR CRITICAL AREAS AT USJ

THE ADELSON Family Founda-
tion donation will go toward address-
ing four critical areas of need at the
Catholic university:

Library - The donation from the
Adelson Family Foundation will al-
low the second floor of the library to
undergo a complete redesign to pro-
tect against future natural disasters,
including the development of a new
holding space for the library’s collec-
tion and an increase in its electronic
resources to compensate for the phys-
ical loss of shelf space and books.
Server room - The typhoon
knocked out services such as Internet,
phone and closed-circuit TV. The
server room will now be upgraded
with a monitoring system to be in-
stalled to prevent future damage from
severe weather. The system will help
identify potential risks, such as water
leakage and fire, and will send alerts
so that pre-emptive action can be
undertaken to avoid damage.

Audio-Visual Studio - Plans were
in place to build a basement-level
audio-visual studio for the univer-
sity’s Faculty of Creative Industries’
new Bachelor of Digital Cinema
Programme before the typhoon hit.
The Adelson Family Foundation’s
donation will support the university’s
efforts to re-design and build a new
studio in a safe and appropriate lo-
cation.

The Adelson Family Foundation’s
donation will support the university’s
efforts to re-design and build a new
studio in a safe and appropriate lo-
cation.

Fitness room and recreational
corner - The space may now be
reassigned to better serve the post-ty-
phoon needs of the campus. In its
stead, a fitness room and recreational
corner will be built in the Residential
Hall to provide fitness and recrea-
tional activities for the university’s
students.
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4 Adelson
Family
Foundation and
Sands China
pledged to
donate a total
of MOP65m in
disaster relief
funds

of Saint Joseph can help speed
up the recovery process and get
them fully back to providing all of
their educational services as soon
as possible. We look forward to
seeing the results for ourselves
during our next trip to Macau.”

“We always feel that we're part
of the community. When Hato
struck, the first reaction from the
company was ‘what can we do?’
‘Where should we apply our skills
and our resources?”” said Dr Wil-
fred Wong, President of Sands
China Ltd.

Patrick Dumont, executive vice
president and chief financial officer
of Las Vegas Sands Corp. commen-
ted, “We're happy to be here. It’s a
horrible thing that has happened
but I have a feeling [the university]
will come back stronger and better
off after the tragedy.”

“To see the students and meet
people who contribute to the uni-
versity makes it more meaning-
ful,” Dumont added.

The MOP15.2 million donation
by the Adelson Family Foundation
will go a long way towards making
the university’s new campus fully

operational as soon as possible.

HOLY HOUSE OF MERCY

Also recently, Macau Holy Hou-
se of Mercy unveiled a plaque at
its elderly home in recognition
of Sands China’s assistance after
Typhoon Hato.

Sands China made a donation of
just over MOP2 miillion in Decem-
ber to help cover the costs of repai-
ring the facility.

Restoration works have been
completed, providing comfort to
the residents in the home.

The Macau Holy House of Mercy
President Antonio José de Freitas
led an inspection tour of the roof
for Dr Wong, who later unveiled
the plaque with Freitas.

Dr Wong said, “Sands China is
pleased to have been able to offer
assistance to Macau Holy House
of Mercy after Typhoon Hato. It’s
wonderful to see the elderly home
back in order, and our appreciation
goes out to Holy House of Mercy
for the valuable service they pro-
vide to society. We are humbled
by the kind gesture of mounting a
plaque honouring our company.”

COLOANE HOMES

Early this year, the Sands China
team also conducted repair work
on 22 houses on Navegantes Road
and Lai Chi Vun Street, including
repairing roofs, walls, doors, win-
dows, wiring, water leaks, and
other repair work.

Among them, three corrugated
metal homes on Navegantes Road
were badly damaged, which Sands
China’s team has since repaired.

This article is sponsored by
Sands China Ltd

“We are very grateful to Sands
China for its generous contri-
bution, which allowed us to re-
pair the damage to our elderly
home after the typhoon.”

“The residents are happy to
have had their home restored
to a suitable condition, and we
wanted to commemorate the
occasion by mounting a plaque
as an expression of our appre-
ciation.”

- The Macau Holy House of
Mercy President Antonio
José de Freitas

“The immediate interest

and timely support from the
Adelson Family Foundation
came as an unexpected and
heart-warming surprise.”
“Without it, we would have
been hard put to get the dam-
aged facilities back to working
order this academic year.

We are deeply grateful to the
Adelsons both for having no-
ticed our plight and for their
rapid and generous support to
USJ at such a critical time.”
-USJ rector, Fr Peter Stil-
well

Mr Kwok, a resident of Lai Chi
Vun, said the residents faced
very tough conditions after
the typhoon. Fortunately, the
Housing Bureau and Sands
China provided timely assis-
tance, which he described as
being a lifesaver. He and his
family expressed their im-
mense gratitude for the help,
which they said they will never
forget.
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GAMING

Galaxy receives license to
develop casino in Boracay

ALAXY  Entertain-

ment Group (GEG)
confirmed its wholly-ow-
ned subsidiary has been
granted a provisional ga-
ming license by the Phi-
lippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation
(PAGCOR) to develop a
USD500 million casino on
the resort island of Bora-
cay, Philippines.

“We are very excited
about the prospect of in-
vesting up to US$500
million into a proposed
premium quality, low rise,
eco-friendly resort loca-
ted in Boracay, the world’s
premier beach destina-
tion,” commented Francis
Lui, vice chairman of GEG.

“We will contribute posi-
tively to the local economy
and actively partner with
the Boracay community.
We are confident that we
will raise the bar in both
resort quality and service
and generate significant
job opportunities in both
construction and resort
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Tourists pose for photographs in the sea at White Beach in Boracay

operations. This exciting
project also clearly de-
monstrates GEG’s commit-
ment to support China’s
One Belt, One Road initia-
tive,” he added.

Galaxy is developing the
project together with a lo-
cal partner, Leisure & Re-
sorts World Corporation.
According to a statement

issued yesterday, the com-
pany “continues to assist
in the land acquisition
process for the planned
development of a premium
quality eco-friendly resort
in Boracay, Philippines,
which will include a GEG
casino.” The land where
the resort will stand mea-
sures over 20 hectares, in-

cluding beaches.

Galaxy Group, which
operates three casinos in
Macau, stated that the pro-
posed resort is “very acces-
sible and convenient to the
Asian market.”

The company added that
the “expansion of the Ca-
ticlan airport makes Bo-
racay a more conveniently
accessible destination and
enhances GEG’s ability to
attract more of our affluent
customers from China,
Hong Kong and Macau,
among others.”

As the Times reported
in December, Francis Lui
met with Philippines Pre-
sident Rodrigo Duterte “to
discuss gaming opportuni-
ties.”

Duterte was mentio-
ned again by Francis Lui
in yesterday’s statement:
“We are pleased to support
President Duterte and the
Philippine = government’s
initiative for the managed
and sustainable develop-
ment of Boracay,” Lui said.

Transport
Bureau aware
of attempts to
fake vehicle
inspections

OME motorists are attempting to make

illegal modifications to their vehicles,
tampering with inspection results in a bid
to get such vehicles approved for a return to
public roads, the Transport Bureau (DSAT)
has said.

According to DSAT’s statement, the cases
mostly involve motorcycles. Exhaust pipes
are drilled and connected to another tube,
with the resulting air intake diluting exhaust
emissions and altering exhaust pollutant
emission values.

The Bureau said it is aware of such cases
and will immediately fail such vehicles upon
inspection. Owners must then carry out ano-
ther special inspection for which they will
have to pay an additional fee.

The DSAT has called on vehicle owners
not to make such modifications, describing
them as acts of bad faith that also corrupt
the engine’s inner workings, putting both
the vehicle and rider at risk.

The Road Traffic Law states that whenever
there is a change in the characteristics of the
vehicle, it must undergo additional inspec-
tion in order to secure approval for a return
to the public roads.
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Weinstein Go.’s bankruptcy could
bring new wave of accusers

Andrew Dalton, Los Angeles

S #MeToo part two on the

way? With its bankruptcy,

the Weinstein Co. has tos-

sed out the non-disclosu-
re agreements that officials say
its co-founder and former CEO
Harvey Weinstein wielded as a
weapon in his sexual predation,
bringing with it the possibility of
a whole new wave of victims co-
ming forward.

Bankruptcy filings are nor-
mally shrouded in the jargon
of finance, but on this point the
movie and TV studio was clear:

“Since October, it has been re-
ported that Harvey Weinstein
used non-disclosure agreements
as a secret weapon to silence his
accusers,” a Weinstein Co. sta-
tement said. “Effective imme-
diately, those ‘agreements’ end.
No one should be afraid to speak
out or coerced to stay quiet.”

The rare move from a major
business is likely to send new
witnesses and victims to media
outlets and investigators, which
put out fresh calls Tuesday for
their stories.

It’s unlikely, however, to spur
a new surge in high-profile ac-
tresses coming forward, as Rose
McGowan, Ashley Judd, Salma
Hayek and many others have in
recent months.

That’s because the Weinstein
Co. only has the power to end
agreements made by the com-
pany not Weinstein himself,
meaning its effect will be prima-
rily on current and former em-
ployees.

Cris Armenta, a lawyer repre-
senting accusers in a proposed
class-action lawsuit against the
Weinstein Co., said she fears
that because so many of the
agreements are with Weinstein
himself and still apply, the im-
pact may not be major.

“What are they actually relea-
sing, and is it just window dres-
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sing?” Armenta said Tuesday.

Armenta also worries that as
creditors line up in front of tho-
se who have sued the company
to get paid in bankruptcy, it cou-
1d be “leaving the plaintiffs with
nothing to hold on to.”

Still, there is a large pool
of people, many of them less
powerful, lower-level employees
with more to fear, who may now
break their silence over what
happened to them or what they
saw.

They include workers like Zel-
da Perkins, a former Weinstein
assistant who was among the
first of his accusers to break a
commitment to stay quiet after
keeping Weinstein secrets for
nearly 20 years. She told The
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Financial Times in October that
Weinstein sexually harassed her
“on every occasion I was alone
with him” and said she spoke
out in part to demonstrate “how
egregious these agreements
are.”

Perkins is precisely the kind of
workplace harassment subject
that the Weinstein Co.’s move
will free to speak, and who the
move’s champions hope will be
helped.

“This is a watershed moment
for efforts to address the corro-
sive effects of sexual misconduct
in the workplace,” said New
York Attorney General Eric Sch-
neiderman, who fought for the
provision in the Weinstein Co.’s
bankruptcy. He added in his sta-

tement that it “will finally enab-
le voices that have for too long
been muzzled to be heard.”

On Tuesday, Schneiderman’s
office sent out a tweet urging
victims and witnesses to contact
his office, which is conducting a
civil rights investigation of the
Weinstein Co. and of Weinstein
himself.

Time’s Up, an initiative star-
ted by a powerhouse group of
Hollywood industry women to
fight systemic sexual harass-
ment, also urged those newly
freed by the Weinstein bankrup-
tcy to come to it with their sto-
ries, as did The New York Times.

In addition to bringing unpre-
cedented attention to sexual
harassment, the post-Weinstein

world has seen a new level of
scrutiny of nondisclosure agree-
ments — “NDAs” for short in le-
gal jargon — contractual pledges
not to discuss what happened
that are common features of fi-
nancial settlements.

They have since been a central
part of news stories including
porn actress Stormy Daniels
saying she had sex with Pre-
sident Donald Trump, sexual
misconduct allegations against
casino magnate Steve Wynn,
and settlements between USA
Gymnastics and gymnasts who
were forbidden to speak about
their abuse at the hands of team
doctor Larry Nassar.

Several states including Cali-
fornia and New York have con-
sidered legislation stopping or
limiting nondisclosure agree-
ments in cases of sexual mis-
conduct.

No one should
be afraid to
speak out or
coerced to
stay quiet.

WEINSTEIN CO. STATEMENT

“Secret settlements serve one
primary purpose: To keep se-
xual predators away from the
public eye and continuing to
torment and hurt innocent vic-
tims,” state Sen. Connie Leyva
said in a statement introducing
such a bill in California in Ja-
nuary.

But while NDAs have become
tools of the rich and powerful,
they are not without benefits
for their victims, who may want
to keep their ordeal private or
whose silence may be the only
leverage they have in getting le-
gal recourse.

Some 80 women, including
prominent actresses, have ac-
cused Weinstein of misconduct
ranging from rape to harass-
ment.

He has denied any allegations
of non-consensual sex. AP

SANDS COTAI CENTRAL HOSTS COMMUNITY

EVENT FOR CHILDREN

Around 40 children and
their families from YMCA
Macau enjoyed breakfast
with Thomas & The Little Big
Club All Stars Saturday at
Sands Cotai Central, hosted
by a group of Sands China

Care Ambassadors.

As Easter is approaching,
the event included a festive
egg painting activity after
the themed character break-
fast, the gaming operator
said in a statement.

They were assisted by the
Sands China Care Ambas-
sadors and by Sands Cotai
Central’s executive pastry
chef, who gave a lesson on
egg painting and provided
samples of painted eggs to
spark the children’s creati-
vity.

The participating children
and families came from
YMCA Macau’s Shek Pai
Wan Youth Service Team,

Vila Lok Tou, and Youth
Community Center.
“The children and their

families get to enjoy a fun
and memorable time toge-
ther with an experience that
might have been harder for
them to attend on their own,”
said Grace Kuan, secretary-
general of YMCA Macau.

CTM, ATFPM EXCHANGE VIEWS ON ‘DIGITAL MACAU’

Telecommunications  com-
pany CTM has introduced Pe-
reira Coutinho, lawmaker and
president of The Macau Civil
Servants Association (ATFPM)
and Rita Santos, General As-
sembly Board president of AT-
FPM, to its IT applications and
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network infrastructure in a tour
of its Taipa shop.

Pereira Coutinho and San-
tos toured CTM’s Data Centre
and Network Management
Centre at Taipa to gain an
understanding of the shop fa-
cilities, daily operations, and

security measures at the two
centers.

CTM representatives intro-
duced the key development
projects associated with their
vision of “Digital Macau”, inclu-
ding e-government, e-commer-
ce, e-learning, traffic affairs and
business operations.

The company also briefed
Pereira Coutinho and Santos
about their efforts to ensure the
stability of telecommunications
services against the backdrop
of Typhoon Hato, as well as ef-
forts to support various sectors
for post-typhoon relief work.

According to the statement,
CTM is looking forward to
working with ATFPM to organi-
ze activities that promote infor-
mation technology and public
welfare.
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Former U.S. Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew

INTERVIEW

US “shouting’ at China risks a
spiraling trade war, Lew says

E U.S. should engage Chi-

na on trade instead of having

a “shouting match,” former U.S.

Treasury Secretary Jacob J. Lew
said.

“Conflict isn’t going to resolve a
lot of those issues,” Lew said yes-
terday in a Bloomberg Television
interview from Beijing. There’s a
risk that the rhetoric could spiral
out of control into more serious
conflict, and the U.S. should
work toward better outcomes
instead of being an outlier on
global trade, he said.

“From a U.S. perspective, the-
re’s a lot of opportunity to invest
in China, there’s a lot of oppor-
tunity for U.S.-China economic
relations to lead to mutual bene-
fit, but only if China plays by the

rules, and only if the U.S. does
the same,” said Lew, who served
through the end of the Obama
administration.

Lew’s successor, Treasury Se-
cretary Steven Mnuchin, addres-
sed Chinese officials during the
Group of 20 meetings in Buenos
Aires this week by reiterating

a4

Thisis a
question about
the U.S. place
in the world.

JACOB J. LEW

that trade must be free, fair and
reciprocal, said a person familiar
with the matter who declined to
be named because the talks were
private. Mnuchin argued for Chi-
na to adopt a market-oriented
trade regime so economic forces
could work more efficiently, the
person said.

This week, China made further
promises to protect the intellec-
tual property of foreigners inves-
ting in its economy, addressing a
long-standing grievance as U.S.
President Donald Trump plans
new tariffs aimed at Beijing. The
White House plans to impose
tariffs worth as much as USD60
billion on Chinese products as
soon as this week, according to
people briefed on the matter.

“What the world does not need
is a trade war,” Lew said. “These
tariffs are risky. You asked me
what this means for the U.S. and
China, it’s much bigger than that.
Once you start putting tariffs in
place that other countries don’t
think are fair, the risk of respon-
se and retaliation is very real.”

Lew said risks of uncertain po-
licy and questions about U.S. lea-
dership don’t help the economic
outlook and that it’s uncertain
whether the country can preserve
its legacy of being a foundation of
global stability and security.

“This is a question about the
U.S. placein the world.” Lew said.
“We've had for the last 70 years
an alliance system with Europe
and Asia where our allies around

the world could rely on us being
the protectors of the rule of law.
I worry that policies that weaken
our leadership in the world have
much bigger consequences.”

Lew said he has worked very
closely with both Yi Gang, who
was appointed this week as Chi-
na’s first new central bank chief
in 15 years, and President Xi
Jinping’s chief economic adviser
Liu He, who was elevated to vice
premier.

“Both are committed to re-
form,” Lew said. “They’re both
very knowledgeable about the
economy and they unders-
tand what China needs to do
to have a strong economy, and
they understand the global eco-
nomy. The challenge is, as poli-
cy makers, will the technocratic
view or the political view pre-
vail?”

In working with both, it wasn’t
a question of making a case for
many things that we want to en-
gage on, it was more a question
of “how to talk through what is
the pathway toward doing that
in a way consistent with stability
in China,” said Lew, who is now
a partner at private equity firm
Lindsay Goldberg in New York.

Lew said he’s encouraged by
Beijing’s work to ensure financial
stability.

“Debt is a big risk,” he said.
“China has the tools to manage
through it, and I think the longer
you wait to do that the harder it
is, so the signs that you see that
they are beginning to manage it
is something that’s a good thing.”

On U.S. policy, Lew said the
administration’s tax cuts are a
“dangerous experiment” that ul-
timately won’t help the economy
and may fuel risk as they widen
the deficit.

“You'll get this flash that comes
from throwing oil on the fire,
but in the long run, higher inte-
rest rates are going to take that
down and what you’re going to
be left with is a bigger deficit, a
bigger debt, and no tools on the
fiscal side to respond with,” said
Lew.

“I worry that a tax cut that’s
going to deepen inequality isn’t
going to solve the problems of
people who were drawn to po-
pulism of the right and left in the
last election,” he said. “It’s a very
cynical response to those concer-
ns.” Bloomberg

Chinese dissident, official trade barbs at UN rights body

Chinese diplomat re-

peatedly interrupted
a speech by a prominent
Chinese dissident to block
him from addressing the
U.N. Human Rights Cou-
ncil, a failed attempt that
bared China’s sensitivity
on human rights.

Yang Jianli, a dissident
in exile in the United
States, was disrupted se-
conds into his remarks as

he questioned the Chine-
se Communist Party’s ri-
ght to represent China at
the U.N. body. Yang was
invited to appear before
the Human Rights Cou-
ncil meeting by U.N.-ac-
credited advocacy group
UN Watch.

Chen Cheng of China’s
diplomatic mission ste-
pped in and insisted that

Yang’s intervention “se-

riously affected the re-
putation of council, and
it should be firmly oppo-
sed.”

Yang went on to cite
events from decades of
recent Chinese history,
including the Great Leap
Forward, the Cultural Re-
volution and the crack-
down on the Falun Gong
and democratic move-
ments.

“Millions of people have
died,” he said.

Chen interrupted
again, appealing to the
chair to “rule against his
speaking.”

Invited to continue
speaking instead, Yang
warned that China “will
return to the road of
personal  dictatorship”
to control speech and
crackdown on activists,

churches in Xinjiang and
Tibet. He did not elabo-
rate in the time-limited
address.

Chen insisted that Yang
was speaking outside
the topic of the session.
Both spoke in Chinese,
and their comments were
translated.

Yang participated in the
pro-democracy demons-
trations in Tiananmen

Square in 1989 and ser-
ved five years in prison in
China.

Yesterday’s conflict
came during a debate in
Geneva about the Vienna
Declaration and Program
of Action, which says
non-governmental orga-
nizations “should be free
to carry out their human
rights activities, without
interference.” AP
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SOUTH CHINA SEA

Beijing, Manila discuss joint projects

HILIPPINE Foreign
Secretary Alan Peter
Cayetano was in Bei-
jing yesterday for talks
on possible joint development
projects in the South China Sea
amid signs of an easing of ten-
sions in the disputed waterway.

Cayetano was scheduled to
meet with his counterpart Wang
Yi later in the afternoon and on
Friday with newly-appointed
Vice President Wang Qishan, a
close ally of President Xi Jinping.

China and the Philippines have
long tussled over islands and
reefs in the South China Sea and
since taking office in 2013, Xi
has taken a hard line on issues of
Chinese sovereignty.

Kicking off his second five-year
term on Tuesday, Xi declared in
a fervently nationalistic address
to the ceremonial legislature
that China would never cede
“one inch” of its territory.

China rejected an international
tribunal’s 2016 ruling invalida-
ting much of its claim to virtually
the entire South China Sea in a
case brought by the Philippines.

Prior to his Tuesday departure,
Cayetano said the sides would
discuss “broad areas of collabo-
ration,” but gave no specifics,
according to Philippine online
news source Rappler. He said
the territorial dispute would be
discussed “in the context of how
we can improve the situation,”
and that the sides were trying to
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Philippine Foreign Affairs Secretary Alan Peter Cayetano (second from left) talks with Chinese Foreign Minster Wang Yi (second from right) during their meeting in Beijing

find a legal framework acceptab-
le to both that would allow joint
exploration even as they conti-
nued to disagree.

Cayetano said talks would also
touch on agricultural exports,
investment in infrastructure and
operations against Muslim ex-

tremists allied with the Islamic
State group in the southern Phi-
lippines, Rappler reported.
Philippine  President  Ro-
drigo Duterto has pushed for
closer relations with Beijing,
downplaying the dispute over
territory claimed by both sides

and courting Chinese aid and
investment. For its part, China
has eased pressure on Philippine
fishermen and is working with
the 10 members of the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
to reach a code of conduct to
avoid frictions while operating

a message implicitly di-

in the area where an estimated
USDs5 trillion in international
trade passes annually.

Along with rich but dimi-
nishing fishing stocks, the Sou-
th China Sea is believed to hold
deposits of oil, gas and other re-
sources. AP

unrestricted travel by

Senior US diplomat, Taiwan
leader speak at Taipei event

senior U.S. diplomat

was scheduled to
speak alongside Taiwane-
se President Tsai Ing-wen
at an event in Taipei last
night, just days after Pre-
sident Donald Trump sig-
ned a new law promoting
exchanges between offi-
cials from the two sides
that has drawn protests
from Beijing.

State Department offi-
cial Alex Wong’s appea-
rance was due to follow
an announcement by
Taiwan’s defense minis-
ter that China’s sole ope-
rating aircraft carrier, the
Liaoning, had been spot-
ted entering the Taiwan
Strait separating the si-
des on Tuesday.

Yen Teh-fa told a legisla-
tive hearing that Taiwan’s
armed forces were moni-
toring the situation but
declined to give further
details. The 60,000-ton
craft commissioned in
2012 had been conduc-

ting military operations

in the East China Sea over

recent days, Yen said.
The Liaoning has pre-

viously transited the
heavily trafficked 160
kilometer-wide Taiwan

Strait.

Wong’s visit to Taiwan
drew fresh criticism yes-
terday from China, whi-
ch claims the self-ruled
island as its own and has
sought to isolate it diplo-
matically.

China has already lo-
dged a protest over the
new Taiwan Travel Law,
saying it violates U.S.
commitments not to res-
tore formal exchanges
severed when Washing-
ton switched recognition
from Taipei to Beijing in
1979. Trump signed the
law on Friday.

China urges the U.S. to
hold to previous under-
takings, cease “any kind
of official exchanges and
interactions with Taiwan,

and properly deal with
the Taiwan-related is-
sue with caution so as to
avoid severe damage to
the China-U.S. relations
and peace and stabili-
ty in the Taiwan Strait,”
Chinese foreign minis-
try spokeswoman Hua
Chunying said at a regu-
larly scheduled briefing.

Wong, whose formal
title is deputy assistant
secretary for East Asian
and Pacific affairs, was
to speak at a dinner with
the American Chamber
of Commerce in Taipei.
Tsai’s office has said she
will be speaking at the
same event.

His appearance and the
signing of the law come
as China is ratcheting up
diplomatic and economic
pressure on Tsai in res-
ponse to her refusal to
endorse Beijing’s “One-
China” principle under
which Taiwan is conside-
red a part of China.

On Tuesday, Chine-
se President Xi Jinping
warned any attempt to
separate any part of Chi-
na from the nation would
be “doomed to failure,”

rected at Taiwan and the
U.S. Xi said China would
continue to seek peace-
ful unification with the
island, from which it se-
parated amid civil war in
1949, although China has
refused to rule out using
force to bring Taiwan un-
der its control.

The new U.S. law allows

U.S. officials to meet with
members of Taiwan’s go-
vernment and for Taiwa-
nese officials to visit the
U.S. under “respectful
conditions,” during whi-
ch they are allowed to
meet with their counter-
parts, including those
from the departments of
state and defense. AP

ONE SHOT NEWS

A Chinese sand-dredger capsized off Malaysia’s southern coast yesterday, killing a crew member
and leaving 14 others missing, Malaysia’s coast guard said. Three Chinese citizens out of 18 crew
members were rescued but one was found dead after the JBB Rong Chang 8 capsized off southern
Johor state, the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency said in a statement.
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Eric Talmadge, Tokyo

WITH just weeks to go, the-
re’s still no official word on
where President Donald Trump
and North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un will hold their unprece-
dented summit.

Will they pick an obvious place
like one of their own capitals, or
something off the wall, like a ship
at sea? Or a place so obscure the
curious will be sent frantically
searching Google Earth?

There’s no dearth of specula-
tion.

Japan surrendered to end Wor-
1d War II on a ship, the USS Mis-
souri. And Potsdam and Yalta are
known among historians and lo-
cals more so than the rest of us.
But like those places, the host city
for a Trump-Kim summit could
be etched indelibly in the pages
of history.

Here are some places they mi-
ght be eyeing.

IN THE DMZ

This is probably the most sensi-
ble choice.

Holding the summit in what is
called the Joint Security Area in-
side the Demilitarized Zone that
divides North and South Korea
would check off some boxes for
pragmatists.

It’s spitting distance from the
safety of Kim’s own borders, so
getting there (and getting out
hastily, in a contingency) with a
large entourage of bodyguards
and other assorted personnel
would be easier and cheaper.
Kim is supposed to hold his
summit with South Korean Pre-
sident Moon Jae-in there in late
April, before the Trump summit,

From DMZ to ship at sea,
| Trump-Kim summit site rumors swirl

so that could be something of a
dress rehearsal.

But the location has some com-
plicated optics.

It’s a symbol of the division of
Korea 70 years ago into the so-
cialist North and the capitalist
South. For Kim, whose regime
doesn’t recognize South Korea
as a legitimate country, it wou-
1d have the added symbolism of
being where the North claims it
forced the U.S. and its allies in
the 1950-53 Korean War to es-
sentially capitulate and sign an
armistice agreement.

For Trump, going there could
be used as a way of showing su-
pport for the U.S. troops who are
stationed along the DMZ to de-
fend against a Northern invasion.
Trump has, however, suggested
that the U.S. pays too much to
keep its roughly 30,000 troops in
the South, so that might be a bit
ticklish.

PYONGYANG

Having a U.S. president come
all the way to the North Korean
capital would be the holy grail for
Kim. He could play the host and
spin the whole thing as Trump
arriving, tail between his legs, to
pay homage to Kim and his nu-
clear weapons.

That’s why it almost certainly
won’t happen.

But Kim has cause to push hard
for it. It’s where his father, Kim
Jong II, held summit meetings
with South Korean presidents in
2000 and 2007 and with Japan’s
prime minister in 2002, so there
is a strong precedent. Bill Clin-
ton and Jimmy Carter traveled
to Pyongyang after they left offi-
ce. Clinton went in 2009 to bring

back a couple of jailed American
journalists and Carter actually
went three times — he met with
Kim Jong Un’s grandfather amid
high tensions in 1994 and retur-
ned in 2010 and 2011.

Trump appreciates big welcome
ceremonies, such as those given
on his trips to Saudi Arabia and
Beijing last year. They had lots
of pomp. And while it’s probably
too late for Kim Jong Un to treat
Trump to a military parade, ano-
ther thing the U.S. commander in
chief says he enjoys, Kim is capa-
ble of throwing a lavish welcome.

Dennis Rodman might have
some advice. The former NBA
player, one of the only high-pro-
file Americans to have visited
the North in recent years, claims
to have partied pretty hard with
Kim.

WASHINGTON

Same downside as Pyongyang,
but for Kim Jong Un this time.

It’s a long way to go to essen-
tially be seen as the one paying
respects. It also raises big ques-
tions about security, which is un-
derstandably a major concern for
Kim if he were to go to the heart
of the country that he and his pre-
decessors have seen as their mor-
tal enemy.

Of course, Trump could throw
in some sweeteners. He could
reassure Kim that he would be af-
forded all the trappings of a world
leader, which, again, would be a
gift for North Korea’s propagan-
da machine. But it would open
up Trump, who as a candidate
quipped he wouldn’t pay for a
state dinner with Kim but would
be open to having hamburgers,
to criticism from opponents at

home and abroad.

As a reality TV-style publicity
bombshell, Trump’s Mar-a-Lago
resort would seem to be both a
longshot and a definite short-lis-
ter. Trump hosted both Japan’s
prime minister and China’s pre-
sident at the seaside club.

It’s possible the idea of going
to either would intrigue Kim. He
hasn’t done much traveling and
perhaps he has a penchant for
it. He has shown off a new jetli-
ner that looks an awful lot like a
smaller version of Air Force One.

But in the end it’s a choice he
could only make if he can so-
mehow be absolutely sure it isn’t
seen as a sign of weakness or des-
peration.

If there is even a hint of either,
he could find himself facing em-
boldened rivals when he goes
home.

BEIJING

It’s a third party, so that’s a plus.
Security wouldn'’t likely be a con-
cern. And China, the frequent
target of Trump tweetstorms,
has been trying hard to show it
is doing its best to rein in its nei-
ghbor’s nuclear ambitions.

But relations between Beijing
and Pyongyang have grown stor-
my lately.

North Korea’s state-run media
have called out China for blin-
dly following Washington’s lead
on sanctions. China’s recent ti-
ghtening of its trade restrictions
is causing considerable pain in
Pyongyang. Kim’s decision to sit
down with the leaders of South
Korea and the United States —
not China or Russia — is itself a
sign of the times.

From that perspective, it would

seem unlikely Kim would want to
give Beijing any credit for helping
to make the summit happen.

SWEDEN, FINLAND,
SWITZERLAND

Neutrality is their advantage.

Sweden has an embassy in
Pyongyang and represents the
interests of the U.S., Canada and
Australia. North Korea’s foreign
minister just flew to Stockholm
for talks and met the prime mi-
nister, who hinted that Sweden
would be a willing host. Sweden
is also believed to be working
behind the scenes to get North
Korea to release three incarcera-
ted Americans.

Releasing the Americans wou-
1d be welcomed by Trump and a
significant humanitarian break-
through. So, host or not, Swe-
den’s role is worth noting.

Finland’s connection is a bit
more tenuous. This week it is
hosting semi-formal negotiations
between current and former offi-
cials from the U.S., South Korea
and North Korea. That meeting
will likely be important for estab-
lishing summit expectations and
possibly even agenda items.

Switzerland has been thrown
into the speculative mix mainly
because Kim lived there as a stu-
dent and it is the very definition
of a neutral country.

All have the drawback of being
far from home for Kim, who will
want to make sure nothing ha-
ppens while he is away.

On the upside, Kim does like ski
resorts. And maybe snowmobi-
ling.

So, you never know.

Especially with these two lea-
ders. AP
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Facebook fined for limiting user access

Youkyung Lee, Seoul

OUTH Korea’s telecoms

regulator has fined Face-

book for illegally limiting

user access to its services
from late 2016 to 2017.

The Korea Communications
Commission said yesterday that
Facebook should pay 396 million
won (USD369,400) as a penalty
for violating a law against hurting
the interests of users. The regu-
lator also recommended that the
company fix its terms of use sti-
pulating it cannot guarantee the
quality of its services.

The issue is unrelated to Face-
book’s troubles over allegations
that Trump-affiliated data-mi-
ning firm Cambridge Analytica
stole data from 50 million Face-
book users to influence U.S. elec-
tions. But the social media giant
has faced other complaints in
Asia over access and privacy.

The South Korean flap arose
after Facebook rerouted some
users’ access to its services to
networks in Hong Kong or the
United States, instead of using
domestic networks, without no-
tifying them, the regulator said.

That slowed connections for
some local Facebook users, and
some complained they were una-
ble to play videos on Facebook.
The KCC said connections were
as much as 4.5 times slower than
before for some users during eve-
ning hours.

SK Broadband, a local fixed-line
internet provider, received about
10 complaints per day for slow
connections while LG UPlus,
another internet service provider,
received an average of 34 com-
plaints a day.

“Facebook did not actively look
into the complaints from local
telecoms service providers that
users are complaining about
slower connections and as a re-
sult its service quality was not
maintained at an appropriate le-
vel,” the KCC said in a statement.
“When controversies erupted in
South Korea about Facebook’s
rerouting, the company restored
the connections to their original
state around October and No-
vember of 2017.”

The KCC said the U.S. social
media giant violated a law against
limiting access or subscriptions
to its services without convincing

N
o
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et

reasons.

“We are disappointed with the
KCC’s decision. We strive to de-
liver optimal performance for
all our users and will continue
working with Korean internet ser-
vice providers toward this goal,”
Facebook said in a statement.

The probe was launched in May
last year after reports it had inter-
fered with some local users’ ac-

R

cess to Facebook and Instagram.

The KCC probed claims that Fa-
cebook intentionally slowed ac-
cess while it negotiated network
usage fees with internet service
providers.

Facebook has gained traction in
South Korea in recent years and
politicians and celebrities often
use it to interact with fans. More
than 12 million users visit Face-

book per day in South Korea, ac-
cording to the KCC.

Facebook said it did not violate
the law in part because its terms
of use say it cannot guarantee its
services will operate without de-
lays or interference. KCC officials
rejected that argument, saying
the terms were unfair. It recom-
mended the company amend its
terms of use. AP
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FACEBOOK | ANALYTICA SCANDAL

Zuckerberg asked to testify in London
parliament; data firm’s CEO suspended

Danica Kirka & Gregory Katz,
London

HE head of Trump-affi-
liated data-mining firm
Cambridge Analytica has been
suspended, while government
authorities are bearing down
on both the firm and Facebook
over allegations the firm stole
data from 50 million Facebook
users to manipulate elections.
Cambridge’s board of direc-
tors suspended CEO Alexan-
der Nix pending an investi-
gation after Nix boasted of
various unsavory services to
an undercover reporter for
Britain’s Channel 4 News.

Channel 4 News broadcast
clips that also show Nix saying
his data-mining firm played a
major role in securing Donald
Trump’s victory in the 2016
presidential elections.

Nix said the firm handled “all
the data, all the analytics, all
the targeting” and said Cam-
bridge used emails with a “self-
destruct timer” to make its
role more difficult to trace.

“There’s no evidence, the-
re’s no paper trail, there’s no-
thing,” he said.

In a statement, Cambridge’s
board said Nix’s comments
“do not represent the values
or operations of the firm and
his suspension reflects the se-
riousness with which we view
this violation.”

Cambridge has  denied
wrongdoing, and Trump’s
campaign has said it didn’t
use Cambridge’s data.

Alexandr Kogan, the Cam-
bridge University researcher
who developed the app used
by Cambridge Analytica to
harvest data from millions of
Facebook users, claimed yes-
terday he has been made a
scapegoat.

He told BBC he believed all
the information he provided
was obtained legitimately. He
said it was Cambridge Analy-
tica that came to him.

“They approached me. In ter-
ms of the usage of Facebook
data they wrote the terms of
service for the app, they pro-
vided the legal advice that this
was all appropriate,” he said.

Kogan admitted he did not
ask enough questions about
the data use and did not have a
lawyer review the agreement.

Facebook also drew conti-
nued criticism for its alleged
inaction to protect users’ pri-
vacy. Earlier, the chairman of
the U.K. parliamentary media
committee, Damian Collins,
said his group has repeatedly
asked Facebook how it uses
data. He said Facebook offi-
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The offices of Gambridge Analytica (CA) in central London

cials “have been misleading to
the committee.”

The committee summoned
Facebook CEO Mark Zucker-
berg to testify.

“It is now time to hear from
a senior Facebook executive
with the sufficient authority
to give an accurate account
of this catastrophic failure of
process,” Collins wrote Zu-
ckerberg. “Given your com-
mitment at the start of the
New Year to ‘fixing’ Facebook,
I hope that this representative

will be you.”
Meanwhile, Britain’s infor-
mation commissioner, Eli-

zabeth Denham, said she is
pursuing a warrant to search
Cambridge Analytica’s ser-
vers. She has also asked Fa-
cebook to cease its own audit
of Cambridge Analytica’s data
use.

Cambridge Analytica said it
is committed to helping the
U.K. investigation. However,
Denham’s office said the firm
failed to meet a deadline to
produce the information re-

quested.
Denham said the prime alle-
gation against Cambridge

Analytica is that it acquired
personal data in an unautho-
rized way, adding that the
data provisions act requires
services like Facebook to have
strong safeguards against mi-
suse of data.

Leading Democrats in the
U.S. Senate also called on Zu-
ckerberg to testify. Sen. Dian-
ne Feinstein of California, the
top Democrat on the Senate
Judiciary Committee, cal-
led Facebook’s latest privacy
scandal a “danger signal.” She
wants Zuckerberg’s assuran-
ces that Facebook is prepared
to take the lead on security
measures that protect people’s
privacy — or Congress may
step in.

Facebook sidestepped ques-
tions on whether Zuckerberg
would appear, saying instead
that it’s currently focused on
conducting its own reviews.

Facebook has weathered
many such blow-ups before
and is used to apologizing and
moving on. But the stakes are
bigger this time. The latest
scandal has some people re-
considering their relationship
status with the social network,
though there isn’t much of
anywhere else to go.

Chris Wylie, who once
worked for Cambridge Analy-
tica, was quoted as saying the
company used the data to bui-
Id psychological profiles so
voters could be targeted with
ads and stories.

Wylie has agreed to be inter-
viewed by Democrats on the
U.S. House Intelligence Com-
mittee. A date has not been
set, and it’s unclear if Republi-

cans on the panel will attend.

Wylie said he found Face-
book’s reaction to the revela-
tions bizarre. He told an au-
dience at the Frontline Club in
London that before the story
broke, Facebook had agreed
to work with him to improve
its platform. But he said he
was blindsided on Friday with
a news release that identified
him as a suspect in the case.

Cambridge Analytica found
itself in further allegations of
wrongdoing. Britain’s Channel
4 used an undercover investi-
gation to record Nix saying
that the company could use
unorthodox methods to wage
successful political campaigns
for clients.

In footage released Monday,
Nix said the company could
“send some girls” around to a
rival candidate’s house, sug-
gesting that girls from Ukrai-
ne are beautiful and effective
in this role.

He also said the company
could “offer a large amount
of money” to a rival candidate
and have the whole exchange
recorded so it could be posted
on the internet to show that
the candidate was corrupt.

Nix says in a statement that
he deeply regrets his role in
the meeting and has apologi-
zed to staff.

“I am aware how this looks,
but it is simply not the case,”

22.03.2018 thu

WYSERE ©

Times

he said. “I must emphatically
state that Cambridge Analyti-
ca does not condone or engage
in entrapment, bribes or so-
called ‘honeytraps’, and nor
does it use untrue material for
any purposes.”

Nix told the BBC that the
Channel 4 sting was “intended
to embarrass us”.

“We see this as a coordinated
attack by the media that’s been
going on for very, very many
months in order to damage
the company that had some
involvement with the election
of Donald Trump,” he said.

The data harvesting used by
Cambridge Analytica has also
triggered calls for further in-
vestigation from the Euro-
pean Union, as well as federal
and state officials in the Uni-
ted States.

A dozen consumer-advoca-
cy organizations pressed the
Federal Trade Commission in
the U.S. to investigate whether
the release of data violated an
agreement Facebook signed
with the FTC in 2011 offering
privacy assurances.

The move comes after
Bloomberg News first repor-
ted the FTC could already
be investigating. The FTC
hasn’t confirmed the investi-
gation but said it takes “any
allegations of violations of
our consent decrees very se-
riously.” AP
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FTER all, President

Donald Trump has

called Russian Presi-

ent Vladimir Putin to

congratulate him on his re-elec-

tion, drawing bruising criticism

from members of his own party,

including a leading senator who

scorned the election as a “sham.”

Trump also said he and Putin mi-

ght meet “in the not too distant

future” to discuss the arms race
and other matters.

What they didn’t discuss yester-
day [Macau time] was notewor-
thy as well: Trump did not raise
Russia’s meddling in the U.S.
elections or its suspected involve-
ment in the recent poisoning of a
former spy in Britain.

“An American president does
not lead the free world by con-
gratulating dictators on winning
sham elections,” said Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., who chairs the
Senate Armed Services Commi-
ttee and has pressed the Trump
administration to respond ag-
gressively to Russia’s interferen-
ce in the U.S. presidential elec-
tion.

Sen. Jeff Flake of Arizona, a
frequent Trump critic, called the
president’s call “odd.” Senate
Majority Leader Mitch McCon-
nell said Trump “can call who-
mever he chooses” but noted that
calling Putin “wouldn’t have been
high on my list.”

RUSSIA-US

GOP senators criticize Trump
for congratulating Putin on win

At the State Department,
spokeswoman Heather Nauert
said it was “no surprise” that Pu-
tin was re-elected, commenting
that some people were paid to
turn out to vote and opposition
leaders were intimidated or jai-
led. She also cited a preliminary
report by the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope that said Russia’s election
took place in an overly controlled
environment that lacked an even
playing field for all contenders.

Her comments were notably
tougher on Russia than those co-
ming from the White House.

White House press secretary
Sarah Huckabee Sanders defen-
ded Trump’s call, and noted that
President Barack Obama made a
similar call at the time of Putin’s
last electoral victory.

“We don’t get to dictate how
other countries operate,” San-
ders said.

The action and reaction fit a
Trump White House pattern of

AP PHOTO

declining to chide authoritarian
regimes for undemocratic prac-
tices.

Trump himself has long been
reluctant to publicly criticize
Putin. He said that during their
hoped-for meeting the two men
would likely discuss Ukraine,
Syria and North Korea, among
other things.

“I suspect that well probably

be meeting in the not too distant
future to discuss the arms race,
to discuss the arms race, which
is getting out of control, but we
will never allow anybody to have
anything even close to what we
have,” Trump said.

Russia has received global con-
demnation after Britain blamed
Moscow for the recent nerve
agent attack that sickened Sergei

Skripal and his daughter. Russia
has denied the accusation.

Trump’s call came at a period of
heightened tensions between the
two nations after the White Hou-
se imposed sanctions on Russia
for its interference in the 2016
U.S. election and other “mali-
cious cyberattacks.” Sanders
insisted that the administration
has scolded Putin at the appro-
priate times.

The Kremlin said in a statement
that Trump and Putin spoke
about a need to “coordinate ef-
forts to limit the arms race” and
for closer cooperation on stra-
tegic stability and counterterro-
rism.

“Special attention was given to
considering the issue of a possib-
le bilateral summit,” the Kremlin
statement said.

In addition, the two presidents
expressed satisfaction with the
apparent easing of tensions over
North Korea’s weapons program,
according to the Kremlin. AP
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this day in history

Macau NARRATIVE BY lu-Pu CHAN
TIME: 11am-7pm

UNTIL: March 31, 2018

VENUE: Macau Tower T1 Art Gallery
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 8330

Discover Macau: MuseumM OF TAIPA AND
COLOANE HiSTORY

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm;
closed on Mondays)

ADDRESS: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8988 4000

TREASURE OF SACRED ART OF ST. JOSEPH’S
SEMINARY

TIME: 10am-5pm daily (Closed on Wednesdays,
open on public holidays)

VENUE: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do
Seminario

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2835 7911

MANDARIN'S HOUSE

TIME: 10am-6pm daily (Last admission at 5:30pm;
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays)
ADDRESS: No. 10, Travessa de Anténio da Silva
ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 2896 8820

11TH Macau DesigN BiENNIAL (HGM)

TIME: 10am-7pm, last admission at 6:30pm (closed
on Mondays, open on public holidays)

UNTIL: March 31, 2018

VENUE: Macau Museum of Art, Av. Xian Xing Hai,
NAPE

ADMISSION: Free

ENQUIRIES: (853) 8791 9814

Offbheat

TEST REVEALS WHY FEMALE LION IN
OKLAHOMA ZOO SPROUTED A MANE

Lab results have revealed the answer to a mystery at an
Oklahoma zoo: Just what caused a female lion to sprout
a mane.

The Oklahoma City Zoo says in its March newsletter that
testing at the University of Tennessee found the African
lioness named Bridget has an elevated level of andros-
tenedione, a hormone that can contribute to developing
male features.

Veterinarians compared Bridget’s blood to samples from
her sister, who has no mane. Bridget’s blood also contai-
ned a higher level of cortisol, which regulates metabolism
and the immune system.

The zoo says the results likely mean the 18-year-old lio-
ness has a benign tumor that’s producing the hormones,
but that her health is excellent.

The zoo says female lions with manes are not unheard
of, but they are rare.

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

15:00 Miscellaneous

15:40 Zig Zag

17:50 Miscellaneous

18:40 What's Up

19:00 Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)

19:50 Portuguese Serie

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00 Miscellaneous

21:35  Non-daily Portuguse News

21:40 Yes, Chefl Sr 2 - Final

22:10  Brazilian Soap Opera

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Macau Documentary - Final

00:05 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:40 RTPiLive

CINETEATRO
22 - 26 Mar

PSYCHIC KUSUO

room 1

2:30, 6:00, 9:30pm

Director: Yuichi Fukuda

Starring: Kento Yamazaki, Kanna Hashimoto
Language: Cantonese (Chinese)

MAZINGER Z: INFINITY

Room 1

04:15, 07:45pm

Director: Juniji Shimizu

Starring: Shoétaré Morikubo, Ai Kayano, Sumire Uesaka
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)

Duration: 95min

UNSANE

ROOM 2

2:30, 4:30, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Steven Soderbergh

Starring: Claire Foy, Joshua Leonard, Jay Pharoah
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 97min

WONDERSTRUCK

room 3

2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm

Director: Todd Haynes

Starring: Oakes Fegley, Julianne Moore, Michelle Williams
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 116min

TOMB RAIDER

room 3

7:15pm

Director: Roar Uthaug

Starring: Alicia Vikander, Daniel Wu, Dominic West
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 118 min

1963 PROFUMO DENIES
AFFAIR WITH MODEL

The Secretary of State for War, John Profumo, has de-
nied any impropriety with the model, Christine Keeler.

Allegations were made yesterday by three MPs in the
House of Commons, that Mr Profumo was in some way
connected to the disappearance of Miss Keeler, who was
due to appear as a witness in a trial at the Old Bailey.

But in a personal statement to the House today, Mr Pro-
fumo, 48, categorically denied the accusations and war-
ned that he would not hesitate to issue writs for libel and
slander if the allegations were made outside the House
of Commons.

He said: “There was no impropriety whatever in my ac-
quaintance with Miss Keeler and | have made the state-
ment because of what was said yesterday in the House
by three honourable members whose remarks were pro-
tected by privilege.”

He went on to explain that he and his wife, the actress
Valerie Hobson, had met 20-year-old Christine Margaret
Keeler at Cliveden, Berkshire, in July 1961.

The couple had been invited by Dr Stephen Ward, a Lon-
don osteopath, to his country cottage on the Cliveden
estate near the River Thames.

Also at the cottage was Captain Eugene Ivanov, a naval
attaché at the Russian Embassy in London.

It is understood Miss Keeler was having an affair with
Captain Ivanov at the time.

Rumours began to circulate that Mr Profumo had begun
an affair with the young model soon after their meeting
and that secret information on nuclear weapons could
have been passed via Miss Keeler to Captain lvanov.

These rumours were the basis of the allegations made
by MPs George Wigg, for Dudley, Richard Crossman, for
Coventry East, and Barbara Castle, for Blackburn, yes-
terday.

But in today’s statement Mr Profumo said that between
July and December 1961 he had met Miss Keeler about
half a dozen times at Dr Ward’s flat when he had called
to see him, but stressed there was “no impropriety what-
soever” in the relationship.

He added he had not seen Miss Keeler since December
1961 and had no part in her disappearance.

Miss Keeler had been due to appear at the Central Cri-
minal Court as a witness in a shooting trial.

But the Secretary of State for War was steadfast in his
denial: “Any suggestion that | was in any way connected
with or responsible for her absence from the trial at the
Old Bailey is wholly and completely untrue.”

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

On 5 June 1963 Profumo resigned from the government after
admitting he had lied to Parliament about his relationship with
Christine Keeler.

Three days later Dr Stephen Ward was arrested and charged with
living off immoral earnings. His trial took place the following
month.

He was found guilty on two charges but he did not live to hear the
verdict because he took a fatal drug overdose the night before the
judge finished summing up and died four days later.

Many believe Stephen Ward was made a scapegoat to save the gov-
ernment from embarrassment.

The Prime Minister, Harold Macmillan, asked Lord Denning, to
conduct an inquiry into security aspects of the Profumo affair.
Lord Denning criticised the government for failing to deal with the
affair more quickly, but concluded that national security had not
been compromised.

In December 1963 Christine Keeler was arrested and charged with
conspiracy to pervert the course of justice and perjury in an unre-
lated court case. She was sentenced to nine months imprisonment
after pleading guilty to the charges.

The scandal rocked Harold Macmillan’s Conservative government
to its core and eventually led to its downfall when Labour, led by
Harold Wilson, came to power in October 1964.

John Profumo died in March 2006.

After leaving politics he dedicated his life to helping the poor and
disadvantaged in the East End of London. He was given a CBE in
1975 for services to charity.
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OUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Emotionally speaking, of course,
family, true friends and loved ones
will necessarily take the number
one spot in your heart - and since
you're prioritizing, spend some time
with them and spoil them a bit.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

Your personal philosophy holds that
the festivities, in general, shouldn’t
be limited to just weekend evenings.
Judging by the way you feel this
morning, you probably proved that
again last night.

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Isn'’t it time to ask for a day off?
Sure it is. Talking your boss into it
to won't take much effort at all, so
while you've got their ear, why not
mention an item that’s been on your
professional wish list for a while.

n Libra

|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

In your book - at the moment,
anyway - nothing exceeds like
excess. If one of anything is good,
then two is better, and three or
more would probably be just
terrific.

% Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Fortunately, anyone new at work
who tries to get one over on you
will have the steadfast loyalty of
your colleagues to contend with,
and since you've always thought of
them as family.

MM Aquarius
Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Your recent interest in beautifying
your home isn’t coincidental.
You've made some new friends,
one of whom you find especially
interesting. =~ Whether  you've
admitted it to yourself or not.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

After days of mulling things over,
shuffling around the house in your
jammies (okay, and maybe pouting,
just a tad, too), you're ready to stop
this nonsense, get the show on the
road and let those feelings out.

g Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

You're in the mood to stay home,
but you also feel restless - and you
definitely won’t be turning in early.
Sounds like an impromptu party
at your place is simply your only
option.

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

You're thinking great big thoughts
about great big issues - politics,
religion, and education, for
starters. When you're in this kind
of mood, you need to spend your
time with kindred spirits.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

So now that your emotions are
actually surfacing, youre having
quite the time getting used to them.
Fortunately, your companion is
most definitely in the mood for this
- they’ve been waiting for it, in fact.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Ever since you declared yourself
‘off duty’ from being responsible
for others, it’s been eerily quiet
around your place. The good
news is that you’re starting to
relax.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

Right in the middle of your
personal renaissance, someone you
love has called, in need of advice
that apparently only you can give.
Of course, it’s understandable.
You're as solid as a rock!

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

HE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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FIGURE SKATING

Kostner’s potential farewell
subplot to world championships

LYMPIC champion Alina

Zagitova is without ques-
tion the heavy favorite hea-
ding into figure skating’s world
championships, especially after
the sprightly Russian’s training
partner and rival Evgenia Med-
vedeva withdrew because of in-
jury.

She won’t be the sentimental
favorite, though.

That would be Carolina Kost-
ner, the ageless Italian star who
could be competing at worlds
for the last time on home soil.
The former champion and six-
time world medalist seemed to
indicate that retirement could
be looming after she finished
fifth at the Pyeongchang Games,
where she was chosen to carry
the Ttalian flag at the closing ce-
remony in South Korea.

Kostner will have a huge home
crowd behind her when the
event begins early today [Macau
time] in Milan.

“Decisions like that should ne-
ver be taken in a hot moment. It
will come naturally,” said Kost-
ner, who no longer can compete
with the sport’s high-fliers when
it comes to technical marks, but

AP PHOTO

Alina Zagitova and Carolinaste

whose elegant artistry and pre-
sentation often make up the di-
fference.

“She is an example of perseve-
rance, of a long-lasting athlete,”
Medvedeva said. “I have troub-
le imagining how someone can
stay in that shape for a very long
time. When you see people like
Carolina, you understand that if
she can do something, then that
something is possible. If you love

what you do, you put all of you-
rself into it, like Carolina Kost-
ner.”

When asked about retirement,
Kostner brought up her cousin,
Isolde Kostner, who won three
Olympic medals as an Alpine
skier before deciding to step
away from competition.

“She stopped skiing shortly
before the [2006] Olympics in
Italy,” Caroline Kostner said.

“Many did not understand why
she wouldn’t pull through be-
cause it was her home country,
and she said, ‘You will feel stron-
gly when it is time to stop.” And I
haven’t felt it yet.”

The biggest story at the world
championships in an Olympic
year tends to be who is missing
rather than who shows up. The
grind of competing for an entire
season builds toward the qua-

drennial event, and athletes who
medal or intend to retire rarely
press on to worlds. Then there
are the injuries, which accumu-
late during the year.

Medvedeva and Olympic
champion Yuzuru Hanyu are the
biggest names to withdraw, both
citing long-lingering injuries.
Medvedeva has been dealing
with a stress fracture in her right
foot that she skated through in
Pyeongchang, while Hanyu re-
turned from a right ankle injury
to become the first skater since
Dick Button in 1952 to success-
fully defend his men’s Olympic
title.

The Canadian contingent was
thinned considerably by reti-
rements. Olympic ice dance
champions Tessa Virtue and
Scott Moir, the most decorated
Olympic figure skaters ever, joi-
ned Patrick Chan and the pairs
team of Meagan Duhamel and
Eric Radford in declining invita-
tions. Olympic bronze medalist
Kaetlyn Osmond will lead their
squad.

After a disappointing showing
in Pyeongchang, the American
squad will be led by Nathan
Chen, who rallied from a cala-
mitous short program to win
the free skate and finish fifth.
Pairs team Alexa Scimica-Knie-
rim and Chris Knierim could be
competing at their final worlds,
while Olympic teammates Karen
Chen and ice dance bronze me-
dalists Maia and Alex Shibutani
decided to withdraw. AP
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FOOTBALL

Brazil coach.Tite
looks for rhythm
In last friendlies

Mauricio Savarese, Sao Paulo

OING into his first
World Cup as Brazil
coach, Tite is looking
for some rhythm.

It’s the one thing, surprisingly,
he thinks his team is short of. So
Tite will use the upcoming frien-
dlies against World Cup host

Russia and defending champion
Germany to find a proper No.
10, someone who can play at the
heart of the midfield and keep
his orchestra in sync.

“To use a samba concept, I
need a rhythm-maker,” Tite said
recently. “Even if that player is
not in his top form he will be
brought in because the team

needs that.”

Beijing Guoan’s Renato Augus-
to has been Tite’s first-choice
No. 10 so far but hasn’t inspired
much confidence that he can
lead a team that is among the
favorites to win the tournament
for a sixth time.

With Neymar out injured, the-
re’s even more room for experi-

ment, and players like Willian,
Philippe Coutinho and Fernan-
dinho could be tested in more
than one position.

CENTRAL MIDFIELD - Tite
has relied heavily on Augusto,
viewing the midfielder has his
voice and eyes on the pitch. But
the player has had such an easy
time in the Chinese league that
he has a separate fitness program
to stay ready for Brazil games.
And his recent sub-par perfor-
mances have forced Tite to think
of alternatives.

The most obvious change wou-
1d be to push Coutinho back to
Augusto’s position, which wou-
1d also open space for Willian
in the starting lineup. Besiktas’
Anderson Talisca and Juventus’
Douglas Costa could also be op-
tions to Willian. There is also a
more defensive alternative with
Fernandinho replacing Augusto,
which could be useful once Bra-
zil has the lead.

If neither of those options pro-
ve effective enough, Tite might
decide to bring in some players
he has overlooked recently, such
as Giuliano (Fenerbahce), Lucas
Lima (Palmeiras), Diego (Fla-
mengo) or Rodriguinho (Corin-
thians).

STRIKER - Gabriel Jesus’
recent injury with Manchester
City and Roberto Firmino’s top
form for Liverpool have thrown
the striker position wide open

for Brazil. Whichever of the two
performs better during these
two friendlies could have the
upper hand going into the Wor-
1d Cup.

Jesus only recently returned
from a near two-month injury
layoff but had a good first half
to the season and is widely seen
as Brazil’s future No. 9. But Fir-
mino’s current form has some
wondering whether the Liver-
pool player could still represent
the present.

The 26-year-old Firmino is ha-
ving his best season with Liver-
pool and has become one of the
main leaders of the team after
the recent departure of Couti-
nho to Barcelona.

Tite seems inclined to keep
Jesus for now, but could try
playing both strikers at the
same time because of Neymar’s
absence.

BACKUP DEFENDERS - Dani
Alves and Marcelo will start as
Brazil’s full-backs as long as they
remain fit, but it remains unclear
who their backups will be.

Corinthians’ Fagner will once
again be tested as a replacement
for Alves on the right, while Ju-
ventus’ Alex Sandro will play
on the left in the two friendlies.
Sandro’s chances of making it to
the World Cup are significantly
higher after Atletico Madrid’s
Filipe Luis picked up an injury,
although Monaco’s Jorge is also
fighting for that spot. AP
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MACAO GOVERNMENT TOURISM OFFICE

NOTICE

FORJALLYOCCASIONS

* BRIDAL / WEDDINGS ¢ PHOTO SHOOTS e PARTY e
e GRADUATION e SPECIAL EVENTS e

MAKERYOURFARROINTMENTRIODAY]!

TEL / WHATSAPF: (B53) 6685 3323 | WECHAT: MIS5J_23
WAWW.FACEBOOK.COM/JULIANAC.MAKEUPARTIST

Carpet Cleaning
Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

The Macao Government Tourism Office hereby announces an invitation to tender for the Production of
Promotional Videos and TV Commercial for “Macao designated as UNESCO Creative City of
Gastronomy™, in accordance with the approval of the Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture dated 12™ March,
2018.

From the date of publication of the present notice, interested parties may visit the Macao Government Tourism
Office Reception Counter, located in Alameda Dr. Carlos d' Assumpgio, no. 335-341, “Hotline” Building, 12
floor, Macao, to view the Tender Process within normal working hours, and pay MOP 200.00 (two hundred
patacas) to obtain the copies, including Terms of Tender, General Conditions of the Bid and other relevant
enclosures; or visit the Macao Tourism Industry Net website — http:/industry.macaotourism.gov.mo to
download.

Criteria for evaluation and percentage:

Price 1 15%
Creative concept and storyboard 1 45%
Tenderer experience and CV Portfolio 1 5%

Team expenience and CV Portfolio :25%
Production Value 1 10%

The maximum price limit for the service 1s MOP 2,000,000.00 (two million patacas).

For any further enquiries, please wvisit the Macao Tourism Industry Net website
(http://industry.macaotourism.gov.mo) to submit enquiries before 2nd April, 2018, all replies will be posted on the
same website.

Tenderer must submit the tender within normal working hours by 13:00 on 23rd April, 2018, to Macao
Government Tourism Office, located in Alameda Dr. Carlos d” Assumpgio, no. 335-341, “Hotline” Building, 12"
floor, Macao, the tenders should be written in one of the official languages of Macao SAR or in English.

The provisional guarantee fee of MOP40,000.00 (forty thousand patacas), to be paid by 1) Cash, cashier order or
cheque deposit directly to Macao Government Tourism Office, cashier order or cheque should be made payable
to “Fundo de Turismo” as the payee; or 2) Cash deposit to the account of “Fundo de Turismo”, account no.
8003911119 of Banco Nacional Ultramarine of Macau and with designation of the reason for the deposit; or
3) Bank guarantee; or 4) Wired Transfer to the account of “Fundo de Turismo™ in Banco Nacional Ultramarino of
Macau.

The tender opening session will be held in the Auditorium of the Macao Government Tourism Office, located at
Alameda Dr. Carlos d'Assumpeio, no. 335-341, “Hotline” Building, 14" floor in Macao, at 10:00, on 24™ April,
2018.

According 1o the article no. 27 of Decree-Law no. 63/85/M, of 6th July, the tenderer or the legal representatives
of the tenderer should be present during the tender opening session for any complaints and/or to explain any
doubts regarding their respective tender.

The legal representative of the tenderer may appoint, by a notary certified power of attorney, an authorized
representative to attend the public action of the Opening of the Tenders on their behalf.

In case of closure of the services of Macao Government Tourism Office due to typhoon or force majeure, the
deadline for submission, the opening of tender will be postponed untl the first working day that follows
immediately.

Macao Government Tourism Office, 21st March, 2018.

Director
Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes
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Made in Macao

Jenny Lao-Phillips

THE EVERYWHERE
GROUNDSKEEPER GOD

Last Sunday, Macao was filled with noises and
people on the streets. Of course, we are used to
having our streets filled on weekends, but this
Sunday it was not just tourists and Catholics
going to churches who were out on the street.
There was a charity walk of some kind around Sai
Van, and more importantly (or noisily) there were
sounds of drums and gongs from trucks with lion
dancers driving around town. There must have
been some special occasion. A stroll around town
reminded me that it was the second day of the
second month of the lunar year, the birthday of
the land god, also known as the groundskeeper
or the god of luck and virtue.

The big celebration of the groundskeeper god’s
birthday is not merely a religious festival. It has
been a long practiced annual tradition in this city,
and has lately been listed as an example of intan-
gible cultural heritage of Macao. The day-long
celebration includes performances such as lion
dances and Chinese opera ending with a huge
dinner held on the streets around the two large
temples for the groundskeeper god, one at Bairro
Horta da Mitra and the other at Largo Pagode do
Patane.

It is also a day of sharing. For the whole day,
everyone from the neighborhood hangs out arou-
nd the temple, mingling or preparing for the day in
the morning, enjoying the performances together
and sharing dinner on the streets. More than just
enjoying the day together, | presume the costly
celebration is also a joint contribution from the
neighborhood. This is shown from the boards
outside the temple with long lists of names and
amount of money donated by each person, from
hundreds to thousands.

Although not a public holiday like the Buddha'’s
birthday, the groundskeeper god is perhaps wor-
shipped by more people in Macao. Aside from
the two old temples dedicated to the god where
the celebrations are held, there are another ei-
ght to ten smaller temples around town which are
always filled with incense, demonstrating the high
traffic of worship there.

The worship of the land god is not only in the
temples. Almost all shops have an altar for the
groundskeeper god. We can see them everywhe-
re — the small red plates, usually with some Chi-
nese inscription placed on the ground outside the
shops, with an incense holder and sometimes
also two small glasses and a plate of fruits in front,
representing the altars for the land god. Some
people also have an altar for the groundskeeper
outside their apartment too. Conversations with a
few local shop owners showed that many of them
are not Taoist, but they still keep an altar outside
their shops as a tradition for luck and prosperity.

But what does the groundskeeper god have to
do with prosperity? Out of curiosity, | read diffe-
rent stories about the god, and the most widely
circulated story tells that he was a chief finance
official named Zhang, serving the emperor in the
Zhou dynasty. Being a just and virtuous civil ser-
vant, people loved him, and he brought peace and
prosperity to the country.

After he passed away, he was succeeded by a
greedy, corrupt, evil miser who caused a lot of su-
ffering to his people, and many went from prospe-
rity to poverty. One day, a victim of poverty used
four large rocks as walls to build a small temple to
pray to Zhang, and legend has it that his prayers
were heard and he started to prosper. Soon,
everyone started praying to Zhang, who then
became the groundskeeper god. So, while he is
known as a land god, he has also been known to
bring luck and prosperity to his worshippers.

THE

An Islamic State suicide bomber struck on the
road to a Shiite shrine in Kabul yesterday, killing at
least 31 people as Afghans celebrated the Persian
new year.

The Public Health Ministry said another 52 peo-
ple were wounded in the attack, which was carried
out by a bomber on foot.

The Islamic State group claimed the attack in an
online statement, according to the SITE Intelligen-

ce Group, which monitors jihadi websites. IS said
the attack targeted “a gathering of Shiites celebra-
ting Nauruz.”

The Persian new year, known in Afghanistan as
Nauruz, is a national holiday, and the country’s mi-
nority Shiites typically celebrate by visiting shrines.

The Sunni extremists of IS have repeatedly targe-
ted Shiites, who they view as apostates deserving
of death.

Steve Wynn files to
sell shares in former
company

TEVE Wynn plans

to sell up to his enti-
re USD2.2 billion stake
in the casino company
he founded, a week after
settling an acrimonious
court fight with his ex-
wife that freed each of
them to do as they wish
with their share of the fa-
mily fortune.

Wynn plans to sell all
or part of his 12 percent
holding in Wynn Resor-
ts Ltd., according to a
regulatory filing yester-
day. The 76-year old mo-
gul “will seek to conduct
such sales in an orderly
fashion and in coopera-
tion with the company,”
it said. “No assurance
can be provided that Mr.
Wynn will elect to sell
common stock.”

The founder’s sale,
should it move forward,
along with the unwinding
of the shareholder agree-
ment that prevented Elai-
ne Wynn from lowering
her 9.3 percent stake, po-
tentially makes Las Ve-
gas-based Wynn Resorts
vulnerable to a takeover.
Casino regulators in Ne-
vada, Macau and Massa-
chusetts are still inves-
tigating the company’s
handling of harassment
claims against Steve
Wynn that were raised
in the couple’s bitter six-
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DECISIVE ‘ILVIOMENT

AP PHOTO

4 The founder’s sale, should
it move forward, potentially
makes the company
vulnerable to a takeover

year court battle -- pro-
bes that could result in
him being found unfit to
be the largest sharehol-
der in a casino company.
Wynn Resorts dropped
as much as 2.3 percent
in early trading befo-
re U.S. markets opened.
The stock, which closed
at $184.19 on Tuesday, is

up 9.3 percent this year.
Elaine Wynn said this
week that she may seek
talks with company ma-
nagement over a variety of
matters, including strate-
gy, business, management,
capital structure and allo-
cation, corporate gover-
nance, and board compo-
sition. MDT/Bloomberg

Jeronimo Nisa/The Decatur Daily via AP

R

Rusty the dog walks among debris in northern Limestone County, near Ardmore, Ala., after a violent storm
went swept through the area the night before.

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

NIGERIA Boko Haram
extremists returned
almost all of the 110
girls abducted from
their Nigeria boarding
school a month ago
with an ominous
warning. “We did it out
of pity. And don’t ever
put your daughters

in school again,” the
extremists said.

GERMANY Chancellor
Angela Merkel
acknowledged that the
migrant influx of 2015
led to deep divisions in
Germany and renewed a
promise yesterday that
it won’t be repeated as
she embarked on her
fourth term.

BRAZIL’s health
minister says the
country is expanding its
campaign to vaccinate
people against yellow
fever to cover the entire
country.

PERU The revelation

of secretly shot

videos allegedly
showing attempts

to buy a lawmaker’s
political support has
roiled Peru’s political
establishment two days
before a scheduled
impeachment vote
against President Pedro
Pablo Kuczynski.

p—
US-RUSSIA US President
Donald Trump was
warned in briefing
materials to refrain from
congratulating Russian
President Vladimir Putin
on his re-election, but he
did so anyway, a senior
administration official said
yesterday.



