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lula starts serving 
jail sentence

arrested for 
leaking information 

Former president Lula da 
Silva spent his first night of 
a 12-year sentence in prison, 
after turning himself in 

A PJ chief investigator has 
been arrested for allegedly 
leaking information about 
police investigations  P4 criME

sou, 
chiang 
trial 
resumes 
on may 14 

North Korea 
Hundreds of foreigners 
joined in the annual 
Pyongyang marathon 
yesterday despite 
political tensions that 
have only recently 
begun to ease and a 
ban on U.S citizens 
traveling to the country 
that is still in effect.

VietNam A former 
top police official 
in Vietnam was 
arrested on suspicion 
of involvement in a 
multimillion-dollar 
international gambling 
ring, part of the 
ruling Communist 
Party’s crackdown on 
corruption.

iNdoNesia A fishing 
boat has rescued a 
group of five Muslim 
Rohingya found in 
weak condition off 
westernmost Aceh 
province after a 20-day 
voyage that killed five 
other people.

PaKistaN Thousands of 
people from Pakistan’s 
tribes have rallied in 
the northwestern city of 
Peshawar demanding 
the release of scores of 
suspects being held by 
authorities on alleged 
links to militants.

syria An alleged gas 
attack killed at least 40 
people in the eastern 
suburbs of Damascus, 
local responders said 
yesterday. Syrian state 
media, meanwhile, 
reported that rebels 
there have agreed 
to give up their last 
foothold in the area. 
More on p14
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Najib heads into tough 
race with vow to make 
Malaysia great  P13
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Senior felines are more prone to cer-
tain cat problems. They may also pre-

sent behavioral changes. Dealing with an 
older cat is more difficult, but you need 
to take time and patience to ensure his 
well-being. 

1. Arthritis
Arthritis is more frequent in elderly cats, 
and is the inflammation of joints. The cat 
will be in a lot of pain, will have difficul-
ty jumping and even walking due to stiff 
joints. The cat may also present irritabili-
ty and even aggressiveness.
The cat will need pain medication and the 
weight of the cat should be monitored, so 
that the stress on the joints is reduced.

2. obesity
Senior cats, especially neutered felines 
are prone to obesity. Neutering alone 
does not cause obesity but is a contribu-
tor factor. Older cats and neutered cats 
eat more and are less active and this re-
sults in weight gain.
To prevent obesity, reduce your cat’s food por-
tions and make sure he works out on a daily basis.

3. heArt Condition
Elderly cats may display a heart condi-
tion, especially if they are overweight.

4. inAppropriAte eliminAtion
Older cats tend to defecate and urinate 
in other places, different from the litter 
box. This behavior may point to a medical 
condition (such as lower urinary tract in-
fection), so take your cat to a vet.
Elderly cats may also urinate more fre-
quently. Some possible medical condi-
tions for this are:
•	 Colitis
•	 Diabetes mellitus
•	 Inflammatory bowel disease
•	 Thyroid problems
•	 Kidney or liver disease
•	 Anal sac disease
•	 Anxiety and stress

5. loss of Vision
Senior cats may suffer from loss of vision. 
Cats with diabetes may be more exposed 
to this condition. The loss of vision may 
also cause the cat to urinate and defeca-
te in inappropriate places. You may add 

some litter boxes in your house, so that 
the cat uses these instead of the furniture 
or walls.

6. heAr loss
Cats may also suffer from hear loss at an 
older age. Cats that have had a lot of pro-
blems with ear mites may be particularly 
exposed to deafness.

7. stress
Older cats are not as able as young cats to 
deal with stress. Environmental changes, 
changes in routine or any small alteration 
will cause great stress for a senior cat. A 
stressed cat may need stress medication.

8. AggressiVeness
Senior cats may have certain behavioral 
problems. Aggressiveness is frequent in 
older cats. This behavior may be caused 
by a medical condition, which makes the 
cat less tolerant and more irritable.
Detect any medical conditions and apply 
proper treatment.
Try	desensitizing	your	cat	to	different	stimuli	
that may cause the aggressive behavior.

9. feAr
Stress or neurological diseases may make 
the cat very fearful. Also, senior cats tend 

Ask the Vet:
royal Veterinary Centre
tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
emergency: +853 62662268
email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

10 common older cat problems

ASK THE VET

to be afraid of new situations.

10. ChAnging ACtiVity 
pAtterns
Even if your cat was trained to sleep at 
night, when he gets older, he might keep 
you awake with meowing and night acti-
vity. The cat may wake up during the ni-
ght due to pain or the need to urinate.

Hope this info helps
Till next week

Dr Ruan Bester

Doan Thi Huong (center) is escorted by police as she leaves after a court hearing at the Shah Alam High Court

KiM Jong nAM

Malaysian prosecutors 
rest case in murder trial
Eileen Ng, Shah Alam

MAlAysiAn prosecutors 
wrapped up their case 

last week against two Southeast 
Asian women accused of killing 
the estranged half brother of 

North Korea’s leader in a bra-
zen attack at an international 
airport.

Prosecutors told the High 
Court that they were resting 
their case against Indonesia’s 
Siti Aisyah, 25, and Vietnam’s 

Doan Thi Huong, 29, after 
questioning 34 witnesses over 
six months. The judge said 
closing arguments in the trial, 
which could send the women to 
the gallows if found guilty, will 
begin on June 27.

Aisyah and Huang are accused 
of smearing VX nerve agent on 
Kim Jong Nam’s face in a crow-
ded airport terminal in Kuala 
Lumpur on Feb. 13, 2017. The 
women have pleaded not guilty, 
saying they thought they were 
taking part in a harmless prank 
for a hidden-camera show.

The two are the only suspects 
in custody, though prosecutors 
say four North Koreans who 
fled	 the	 country	 were	 also	 in-
volved.

After the closing arguments, 
the judge will decide whether 
there is a case against the wo-
men. If he decides there isn’t, 
the women will be freed. If he 
decides there is, the women 
will be called to make their de-
fense, which could take several 
months.

The crux of the case revolves 
around whether the women 
intended to kill Kim or if they 
truly were scapegoats duped 
by North Korean agents into 
taking	part	in	a	high-profile	po-
litical assassination.

Defense lawyers said the pro-
secution’s case was too simplis-
tic and failed to show any moti-
ve for the killing. They said evi-
dence has shown the women’s 

conduct before and after the 
killing was inconsistent with 
that of an assassin, pointing 
out that they didn’t wear gloves 
when applying VX, didn’t dis-
pose of their tainted clothing 
and	didn’t	flee.

Prosecutors, however, con-
tend the women knew they 
were handling poison.

Hisyam Teh Poh Teik, 
Huong’s lawyer, told reporters 
he will argue in closing argu-
ments that the women were 
deprived of a fair trial due to a 
sloppy and biased police inves-
tigation and the conspicuous 
absence of the four North Ko-
rean suspects.
“We	are	confident	with	the	in-

nocence of our client because 
that’s the truth,” Teh said.

Lead prosecutor Iskandar 
Ahmad said it was common for 
an accused person to be charged 
while other suspects are still at 
large	 and	 that	 it	 doesn’t	 affect	
the case. He said evidence has 
shown the women’s connection 
with the four North Koreans, 
who had recruited, trained and 
supplied VX to them.

“We believe we have a good 
case,” Iskandar told reporters.

Kim, the eldest son in the fa-
mily that has ruled North Ko-
rea since its founding, had been 
living abroad for years after 
falling out of favor. It is thou-
ght he could have been seen as 
a threat to Kim Jong Un’s rule.
Malaysian	officials	have	never	
officially	accused	North	Korea	of	
involvement in Kim’s death and 
have made it clear they don’t 
want the trial politicized. AP

 Closing 
arguments in 
the trial will 
begin on 
June 27
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Measures to prevent tourists 
from seeking jobs proposed

Migrants call for talks with labor associations 
Lynzy Valles

SeVerAl migrant 
workers expressed 

their disappointment 
over the amendment of 
a law regulating the em-
ployment of non-resident 
workers, highlighting the 
unnecessary	 difficulties	
that they would have to 
face when the amended 
law becomes operative.

Macau still requires 
overseas domestic work, 
and thus these migrant 
workers hope that the 
move would enhance their 
current situation.

It was last year when the 
Labour	 Affairs	 Bureau	
(DSAL) announced its 
plans to work with the Pu-
blic Security Police Force 
(PSP) to require non-re-
sidents engaged in non- 
specialized and domestic 
work to hold a work-re-
lated permit issued by 
the Macau immigration 
authorities before ente-
ring the region and being 
granted a “stay permit as 
worker.”

The DSAL previously 
told the Times “it will help 
to strengthen the importa-
tion management of non- 
specialized and domestic 
workers.”

Members of the mi-
grant groups criticized the 
amended law, as it would 
be more time-consuming 
for both employees and 
employers and there will 
also be an increase in the 
hiring costs.

Erik Lestari, former pre-
sident of an Indonesian 
migrant group, expressed 
to the Times that they are 
not in favor of the policy, 
recalling that they are still 
upset from the shortened 
visa given to them after a 
contract termination.

“My Vietnamese and In-
donesian friends think it 
is really bad news and we 
view this as a serious pro-
blem,” Lestari said.

“Just to think about the 
air ticket fares and agency 

fees, it is already a signi-
ficant	 amount	 to	 prepare	
and it would take so much 
time to go back home and 
return to Macau,” she ad-
ded.

These migrant workers 
also noted that it would 
also be problematic for 
employers to make hiring 
decisions, as they may be 
forced to hire a worker 
they have not met yet. This 
is exacerbated by the ab-
sence of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
between their country and 
the MSAR. 

“It is better to have an 
MoU	 first,”	 Lestari	 sug-
gested, implying that it 
would assure the righ-
ts protection of migrant 
workers.

“We should sit down 
with the employers’ as-
sociation and agency as-
sociation to discuss this 
issue for the [betterment] 
of us all,” Lestari sugges-
ted.

Echoing the same sen-
timents, Yosa Wariyanti, 
president of the Indone-
sian Migrants Workers 
Union, called on a hiring 
cooperation agreement 
between Indonesia and 
Macau.

She expressed that the 
initial process of acqui-
ring a job in a migrant’s 
country is still unclear and 
would only likely increase 
unethical placement fee 
practices undertaken by 
agencies.

Since the practice of 
high placement fees is 
prevalent in the region 
– which require workers 
to pay, depending on the 
sector, a few months of 
their wages to placement 
agencies – the migrant 
worker implied that the 
government could have 
focused on solving this 
particular matter.

“If the system is the same 
as Hong Kong – when 
passing by employment 
agencies	–	then	definitely	
overcharging will still be 

practiced,” she said.
Wariyanti noted that the 

only advantage the move 
would bring was to mi-
nimize	 human	 traffickers	
and brokers.

“Macau’s government 
must make a clear deri-
vative rules related to this 
amendment. […] Whether 
Macau will make the MoU 
with countries exporting 
migrant workers, and 
to open a representative 

agency in the exporting 
country,” Wariyanti sug-
gested.

Meanwhile, other mi-
grant workers were left 
disappointed with the up-
coming policy, confused 
about whether it would 
also be applied to non- 
specialized non-resident 
workers who have been 
working in the region for 
over a decade.

 “I hope the protection 
for employees from the 
agencies will be stronger,” 
said migrant Ayrelyn Be-
nas. She also expressed 
wishes that the amended 
policy would equally be-
nefit	both	employees	and	
employers, but stressed 
that agencies will still play 
a	 significant	 part	 in	 the	
hiring process – which re-
mains worrying.

“It will be a pity for those 
who are already working 
in Macau and would have 
to go back home as the 
only	 way	 to	 find	 another	
job,” said another migrant 
worker.
“This	 would	 affect	 the	

employers if they happen 
to not like their new em-
ployees as it would dis-
rupt their jobs as they 
need to wait for a new 
one,” the migrant added.

Julie Zhu
 

An amendment to a law 
regulating the employ-
ment of non-resident 
workers has been sub-

mitted to Standing Committee 
for the Coordination of Social Af-
fairs (CPCS). The amendments 
aim to prevent tourists from job 
hunting while they are travelling 
to Macau, CPCS members revea-
led last Friday, following a com-
mittee discussion organized in 
the afternoon.

According to Wong Chi Hong, 
director	 of	 the	 Labour	 Affairs	
Bureau (DSAL), the government 
suggested that those who intend 
to work in Macau as domestic 
helpers or other non-specialized 
jobs and wish to sign a contract 
with an employer, or have plans 
to	change	jobs,	must	first	obtain	
a work permit prior to their arri-
val to Macau. 

Wong said that the amendment 
is still under discussion, clai-
ming that the proposed changes 
can remedy the current problem 
of tourists who  become workers 
in Macau after coming to the city 
by	finding	a	job.	

“We want to ensure that all non- 
residents	must	first	be	hired	by	
an employer, then [they] can en-
ter	 Macau	 and	 change	 identifi-
cation as a non-local employee,” 
declared Wong. 

Currently, a tourist can visit 
Macau and become a non-local 
employee without leaving the 
territory. Wang Sai Man, a re-
presentative of the Employer’s 
Organizations of CPCS, said “it 

will not be that easy to supple-
ment the labour force really fast 
in terms of non-local workers 
having to leave Macau for a cer-
tain period of time before getting 
a permit for a new type of work 
or new employer. Especially 
domestic helpers, [because] fa-
milies need helpers to assist the 
elderly.”

A representative from the Em-
ployees’ Organizations, Choi 

Kam Fu, said that the employees’ 
organizations remain unsatis-
fied	with	the	new	proposal.	

“It has a clear outcome [but], 
especially regarding domestic 
helpers, the government should 
conduct some studies, in parti-
cular on a supervision mecha-
nism,” said Choi, adding that 
“there is none at this time [con-
cerning the domestic helpers 
section].”

“The main purpose of this 
amendment is to ban tourists 
from looking for jobs in Ma-
cau. This law only adds one 
more step [to the employment 
process]. Workers will have to 
leave Macau and wait for their 
work permits, […] which means 
a worker can theoretically go to 
Hong Kong and come back on 
the same day [to work],” said 
Choi. 

“Practically, it [the amend-
ment] cannot change the si-
tuation [of tourists looking for 
jobs],” said Choi. 

Upon concluding the discus-
sion, the CPCS will deliver an 
opinion report to the legal group 
that consists of the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP), Legal 
Affairs	Bureau	and	DSAL	in	or-
der to draft the law before the 
amendment is delivered to the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Wong Chi Hong

 
It will be 
a pity for 
those who 
are already 
working in 
Macau and 
would have 
to go back 
home as the 
only way to 
find another 
job.

AYRELYN BENAS

 
We want to 
ensure that all 
non-residents 
must first be 
hired by an 
employee.

WoNG CHI HoNG
DSAL DIRECToR
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Sou, Chiang trial 
resumes on May 14
The judge overseeing the case of two 
former presidents of the New Macau 
Association, Sulu Sou and Scott Chiang 
- who have been presented with the 
charge of aggravated disobedience 
after a street protest - has ordered a 
resumption of the trial that had been 
interrupted. The trial was halted 
before	the	first	hearing	due	to	different	
processes involving the suspects running 
simultaneously. Now the judge has 
ordered the process to resume, and 
a	re-run	of	the	first	hearing	has	been	
scheduled for May 14. The judicial 
process had been interrupted several 
times, including once at the Legislative 
Assembly in order to decide whether 
the mandate of lawmaker Sou should be 
suspended, so as to allow the suspect to 
be able to speak in court.

Chui Sai On to 
attend Boao Forum
Chief Executive Chui Sai On will lead a 
delegation to Hainan Province, today 
and tomorrow, to attend the Boao 
Forum for Asia Annual Conference 
2018, with the theme “An Open and 
Innovative Asia for a World of Greater 
Prosperity.” While in Hainan, Chui is 
scheduled	to	meet	with	officials	from	
the various provinces and municipalities 
represented at the forum. Meanwhile, 
the Government Information Bureau 
informed that Secretary for Economy 
and Finance Leong Vai Tac, will also be 
at the forum to attend “The Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macau Greater Bay Area” 
panel. Secretary for Administration and 
Justice, Sonia Chan, will be Acting Chief 
Executive while Chui is away.

Lionel Leong 
acknowledges 
possibility of 
running for CE
The Secretary for Economy and Finance, 
Lionel Leong does not discard the 
possibility of running for the position 
of government leader in 2019, when a 
new Chief Executive (CE) will be chosen 
to take the place of Chui Sai On. During 
an interview to TDM radio show on 
Saturday, Leong said that he has not 
yet considered the issue, but does not 
rule out the possibility of “assuming 
other [governance] duties in the future,” 
opening the pathway to a long-discussed 
candidacy in the position currently 
held by Chui.  “Many journalists asked 
me before about this possibility [of 
assuming other duties] and I always 
answered: if it is helpful for the Country, 
if its helpful for Macau, and if I’m 
considered suitable for such a position, 
I	will	put	all	my	efforts	to	perform	such	
a role in a good manner and to develop 
positive work,” Leong said. 

The Health Bureau 
(SSM) informed 

in a statement that, 
in cooperation with 
Taiwanese health au-
thorities, it is closely 
monitoring two repor-
ted outbreaks of meas-
les among Tigerair 
Taiwan’s cabin crew 
staff.

According to Taiwa-
nese	 officials,	 the	 in-
fected crew members 
were on board four 
flights	between	Taiwan	
and Macau during the 
disease’s incubation 
period, as well as other 
flights	 on	 which	 local	
residents may have 
travelled. As such, local 
health authorities have 
been alerted. 

The SSM informed 
that it has contacted 67 
of the 108 passengers 
travelling	on	the	affec-
ted	 flights,	 and	 pro-
ceeded with the urgent 
vaccination of eight of 
these residents. Never-
theless, health authori-
ties say that at present, 
it has not received any 
reports of any suspec-
ted	or	confirmed	cases	
of measles.

The SSM also noted 
that through the servi-
ces records, it was also 

possible to verify that 
most of the residents 
travelling in the at-risk 
flights	had	either	been	
vaccinated previously 
or had a clinical record 
of a previous meas-
les infection, which is 
why the possibility of 
a disease outbreak is 
currently considered 
low. 

Residents are advi-
sed to be attentive to 
any possible changes 
in their physical con-
dition over the next 
three weeks. In parti-
cular, residents should 
pay attention to symp-
toms associated with 
measles such as fever, 
cough, conjunctivitis, 
runny nose and skin 
rashes, and report 
to health authorities 
immediately if any of 
these symptoms occur. 
In addition, the SSM 
is also following the 
cases of two people in 
Taiwan who contrac-
ted the disease and had 
been in Macau before 
the	first	appearance	of	
symptoms.

Preliminary infor-
mation revealed that 
between March 17 
and 18, one patient 
had travelled to Ma-

cau	 via	 a	 Tigerair	 fli-
ght, but no informa-
tion is available on the 
second patient yet.  
Measles is an acute 
transmissible respi-
ratory tract disease 
caused by the measles 
virus. Transmission 
occurs mostly through 
saliva droplets but may 
also be transmitted 
by contact with other 
bodily secretions and 
contaminated objects.

In general, the in-
cubation period is 
between seven to 
18 days, in some ca-
ses reaching 21 days. 
The transmission pe-
riod varies from three 
days to one week after 
the appearance of cha-
racteristic skin rashes.  
It is a highly conta-
gious disease which is 
very common in chil-
dren during periods of 
low vaccination cove-
rage. 
There	 is	 no	 specific	

treatment for the con-
dition, and in most ca-
ses	the	side-effects	are	
moderate, especially 
in regions with good 
levels of nutrition, hy-
giene and health care. 
Serious cases of the di-
sease are rare. RM

Wynn Resorts Lt-
d.’s new Chief Exe-

cutive	 Officer	 Matt	 Ma-
ddox has had informal 
talks about a sale of the 
company’s still-under-
construction Massachu-
setts casino, according to 
a person familiar with the 
discussions.

The person asked not 
to be named because 
the discussions are pri-
vate. Michael Weaver, 
a spokesman for Wynn 
Resorts, declined to com-
ment.

Wynn Resorts has been 
reeling from reports that 
its founder, Steve Wynn, 
sexually harassed em-
ployees at the company. 
He denied assaulting 
anyone, but resigned in 
February and sold all his 
shares in the business, 
one of the largest casino 
operators in the world. 

Wynn Boston Harbor is 
scheduled to open next 
year at a cost of USD2.4 
billion.

Regulators in Nevada, 
Macau and Massachu-
setts have been investi-
gating claims of haras-
sment against Wynn. 
Massachusetts Gaming 
Commission Chair Ste-
phen Crosby said at a 
hearing last week that 
the company’s license to 
operate in the state was 
at risk.

Wynn Resorts said in 
January that it had incur-
red $1.13 billion in costs 
so far on the new pro-
perty, which is located in 
Everett, Massachusetts. 
Wynn Resorts won the 
rights to the sole casino in 
the area over bids by rival 
operators such as Caesars 
Entertainment Corp. and 
Mohegan Sun. Bloomberg

HeALtH 

SSM monitoring measles 
in Taiwan, no case 
reported in Macau

gAMing 

Wynn Resorts CEO 
said to weigh sale of 
Boston-area casino

CRiMe

Police officer arrested for leaking 
information to usury groups
A Judiciary Police (PJ) chief 

investigator has been ar-
rested for allegedly leaking in-
formation about police inves-
tigations to several criminal 
groups.

The accused, a gaming crime 
investigator, is 40 years old and 
began serving the PJ in 2006. 

In January, the PJ received 
reports about the accused’s 
behavior, and it was later dis-
covered that he was giving in-
formation to usury groups as 
ordered by the groups’ master-
minds. 

The accused attempted to use 
his colleague’s computer to 
check on documents and past 
case	files	related	to	usury	cases	
but failed to access fellow in-
vestigators’ computers, as they 
were password-protected.

According to the PJ during a 
media	 briefing	 on	 Friday,	 the	
accused has already admitted 

to his crimes, but refused to 
disclose the reasons behind his 
actions. 

Lei Hon Nei, spokesperson of 
the PJ said, “the accused told 
his co-workers that he was in 
charge of those cases, asking 
to check relevant information. 
But his action drew suspicion 
from other colleagues, who 

reported it to their superiors,” 
she explained, as cited in a 
TDM report.

“Through this internal mo-
nitoring mechanism, we dis-
covered that the accused’s ac-
tions	matched	the	tip-off,”	the	
spokesperson added.

The PJ noted that it remains 
unknown how many organiza-

tions the accused has worked 
for and whether he is in debt. 

Currently, The PJ believes 
that the accused is involved in 
three usury cases, which occu-
red in March. The PJ does not 
exclude the possibility of the 
officer	being	involved	in	other	
cases. The suspect is believed 
to have acted alone. 

Secretary for Security, Wong 
Sio Chak, said that PJ is highly 
focused on the case and will 
not tolerate illegal conduct. 

According to Wong, when 
asked about whether the 
leaked information might af-
fect related usury cases, Wong 
believes that PJ will act quickly 
by carrying out an investiga-
tion. 

Wong also claimed that the 
police would continuously re-
view, evaluate and improve its 
internal supervision mecha-
nism. 

This undated file image shows an artist’s rendering of  the 
proposed Wynn Boston Harbor casino
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MozAmbiCAn Pri-
me Minister Carlos 

Agostinho do Rosário has 
said in Maputo that the 
African country is interested 
in developing relations with 
Macau. Macau will serve 
as a platform which would 
further the commercial re-
lationship of Mozambique 
with China and Portugue-
se-speaking Countries and 
aims to attract more com-
panies interested in inves-
ting in Mozambique.

The Prime Minister was 
speaking during a meeting 
held in Maputo with a de-
legation from the Macau 
Trade and Investment Pro-
motion Institute (IPIM) led 
by executive director Gloria 
Batalha, who was in Maputo 
to promote the 23rd edition 
of the Macau International 
Fair (23rd MIF) at which 
Mozambique will be show-
cased as “Partner Country” 
of the event.

The IPIM executive di-
rector also met with Liu 

Xiaoguang, economic ad-
viser to the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China 
in Mozambique, who gave 
assurances that the Chine-
se diplomatic representa-
tion maintains close con-
tacts with the Mozambican 
Agency for the Promotion 
of Investment and Expor-
ts (APIEX) with a view to 
exploring trade facilitation, 
and expressed the hope that 
more Chinese companies 
will develop business oppor-
tunities in Mozambique.

In meetings held last 
week at APIEX, attended 
by the Mozambican Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Con-
federation of Mozambican 
Economic Associations 
and the Institute for the 
Promotion of Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprises, 
Batalha spoke about the in-
centives provided by IPIM 
for companies to exhibit at 
the MIF, which is schedu-
led to take place in October 
this year.  MDT/Macauhub

Wong Sio Chak

CooPeRATion

Mozambique wants to 
use MSAR as platform 
to attract  business 

Civil Protection 
mechanism drill set 
for later this month
S eCretAry for Se-

curity Wong Sio Chak 
announced yesterday 
that a drill to test the 

emergency mechanism of the 
civil protection authority wou-
ld be held on April 28.

Wong, who was speaking on 
the sidelines of the Open Day 
of the Fire Services Bureau, 
also noted that there was still 
more to research for the emer-
gency command system - even 
following his trip to Beijing 
last month where he and a de-
legation visited the Public Se-
curity Research Institute of the 
University of Tsinghua.

On the topic, Wong noted that 
the development is well un-
derway and that it is expected 
that the system will be part of 
the civil protection mechanism 
drill to be held later this mon-
th.

Commenting on the recent 
case of the Judiciary Police 

(PJ) investigator who was sus-
pended due to alleged involve-
ment in a case in which he is 

accused of taking illegal profit 
or advantages from his posi-
tion, Wong said that such cases 
only prove that internal me-
chanisms are working well and 
that the review made by the 
authorities in terms of inspec-
tion, management and training 
of staff would fix the existing 
problems and loopholes.

The Secretary also noted that, 
the PJ was able to detain and 
stop the criminal activities and 
deliver the suspect to the au-
thorities as well as revealing 
the unlawful conduct of the of-
ficer. He described such facts 
as a positive outcome.

Regarding the police offi-
cers who are now using body-
mounted cameras, Wong said 
that authorities are continuing 
to collect information on the 
matter. However, “the police 
will review the matter and opi-
nion from citizens are welco-
me,” he added.
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 The founders 
and investors 
pocket more 
than USD1 
billion in cash 
and Hu and 
her team get to 
keep running 
the business  Mobike lured 

investors by 
cultivating a 
premium gloss. 
It created bikes 
with snazzy 
orange wheels 
that cost 
as much as 
RBM3,000

It seemed like a nutty idea 
at the time - and it still does. 

Three years ago, Hu Weiwei and 
her co-founders decided to start 
a business letting people sha-
re bicycles for pennies per ride. 
People could hop on for a quick 
ride to the subway or super-
market, then leave the bike right 
out front without the hassle of 
finding	a	parking	rack.

In a shocker for most of the 
rest of the world, the Chinese 
business boomed and this week 
the former journalist and her 
cohorts agreed to sell Mobike in 
a deal that values the startup at 
USD3.4 billion. Food delivery 
giant Meituan Dianping is acqui-
ring the company. The founders 
and investors pocket more than 
$1 billion in cash and Hu - who’s 
turning 36 this year - and her 
team get to keep running the bu-
siness.

It’s a story of the New China, 
where tech parvenus amass ri-
ches at mind-boggling speed. A 
generation of younger entrepre-
neurs is capitalizing on the mass 
adoption of smartphones, fas-
ter internet speeds, easy mobile 
payments and abundant venture 
capital. Backed by giants Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd. and Tencent 
Holdings Ltd., Chinese startups 
have been able to burn billions 
in cash to build business models 
that	often	ultimately	benefit	the	
two behemoths.

“In world internet history you 

have never seen a phenomenon 
like this; so much money raised, 
so quickly with such young en-
trepreneurs,” said Ben Harburg, 
a managing partner at Magic 
Stone Alternative Investment 
Ltd., which invested in both Mei-
tuan and Mobike.

China Renaissance acted as 
the adviser for Mobike, most re-
cently valued at $3 billion accor-
ding to researcher CB Insights. 
The deal values the bike-sha-
ring	firm’s	 equity	 at	 about	 $2.7	
billion, and Meituan will assume 
roughly $700 million in debt, 
one of the people said.

Mobike’s unlikely tale began 
in 2015 when Hu’s team worked 
out	of	an	office	next	to	their	bui-
lding’s communal toilet. Along 
with co-founders such as Davis 
Wang, she hatched the idea of 

pooling bicycles - long associa-
ted with Communist China’s in-
dustrial boom - to help harried 
urbanites glide through worse-
ning congestion. Around that 
time, a bunch of college kids led 
by Dai Wei were experimenting 
on-campus with the same idea, 
eventually creating Ofo - now 
Mobike’s biggest rival.

It wasn’t easy. In China, the 
internet	business	is	trial	by	fire.	
At least three dozen companies 
jumped	into	the	field	and	moun-
tains of bicycles piled up in Bei-
jing and Shanghai. Municipali-
ties struggled to keep streets and 
sidewalks passable - local gover-
nments in the U.S. and Europe 
balked as the China startups 
tried their free-wheeling approa-
ch abroad.

More than 34 smaller competi-
tors have shut due to high opera-
ting costs and a lack of funding, 
according to the China Consu-
mer Association. Now, Mobike 
and Ofo account for about 90 
percent of the market, Counter-
point Research estimates.

Mobike lured investors by 
cultivating a premium gloss. It 
created bikes with snazzy oran-
ge wheels that cost as much as 
3,000 yuan ($476) and equipped 
them with satellite positioning. 
Its pricing was double that of 
Ofo’s, but that eventually came 
down and was often free when 
the two waged subsidy wars. But 
a steady stream of funding from 

some of the biggest names in 
tech investment - including Ali-
baba, Tencent and Sequoia - hel-
ped	 them	flood	 the	 streets	with	
bikes. It also let them replenish 
the	bikes	 confiscated	on	a	daily	
basis by city authorities trying to 
clear their sidewalks of the resul-
tant clutter.

“Mobike’s case shows how 
China’s full of opportunities for 
small startups to grow quickly in 
very short period of time,” said 
Teng Bingsheng, a professor at 
Cheung Kong Graduate School 
of Business. “Many of the Chine-
se tech startups will eventually 
take sides between Alibaba and 
Tencent because the pair simply 
covered a wide area in terms of 
internet services.”

In the U.S., it takes on average 
seven years for a startup to achie-

ve unicorn status or more than 
$1 billion in valuation, according 
to Boston Consulting Group. In 
China,	that	figure	is	four	years.

The deal also highlights how 
allegiances can shift in the blink 
of an eye. In the bike-sharing 
space, three camps remain. The-
re’s Meituan and Mobike, ba-
cked by Tencent, the social me-
dia goliath using both to prop up 
its mobile payments business. In 
another camp is Alibaba, which 
has drafted Ofo and No. 3 player 
Hellobike.

“It wasn’t just that they were 
in the middle of a war between 
the Alibaba and Tencent internet 
giants	who	were	financing	them	
and the venture funds,” Harburg 
said. “They were also, of all the 
technology companies in the 
world, the most under the public 
spotlight because they’re one of 
the few visual manifestations of 
this internet wave that is hitting 
China.”

Then there’s Didi Chuxing, the 
latest to wade into the fray. Didi 
was once Ofo’s strongest backer. 
But that relationship soured 
in past months as Didi sought 
more control. The company then 
attempted to invest in Mobike 
but didn’t follow through, accor-
ding to people familiar with the 
matter. Tencent, a backer also of 
Didi’s, gave its blessing to Mei-
tuan, one of the people said.
Meituan	itself	is	treading	a	fine	

line with its most important ba-
cker. The company directs some 
60 percent of its payments traf-
fic	to	Tencent,	but	is	developing	
its own transactions system. As 
Meituan evolves into a super- 
app	 that	offers	 everything	 from	
food delivery to ride hailing, it 
may no longer be content with 
just being Tencent’s proxy. It’s 
already said to be planning an 
initial	 public	 offering	 this	 year,	
seeking a valuation of at least 
$60 billion.

“These second-tier companies 
might be used as proxies for Ali-
baba and Tencent for now, but 
within their own camps they also 
are playing a game of chess and 
trying to build bigger ecosys-
tems,” said Zhou Xin, President 
of Beijing-based internet consul-
tancy Jkinvest Bigdata.

Mobike’s big pay-day aside, 
bike-sharing remains a fraught 
arena. Both Ofo and Mobike have 
raised billions via some eight 
rounds of funding, according to 
Counterpoint. Yet they’re unpro-
fitable,	 said	 Zhang	 Mengmeng,	
an analyst at Counterpoint. And 
the bike wars continue.

“The fees charged are not enou-
gh to cover the costs of running 
the operation,” Zhang said. “It 
seems unlikely that there will be 
any clear ways of monetization 
from big data in the near future.”

Hu, on her personal WeChat 
account,	turned	reflective	as	the	
deal was completed. She said 
Mobike’s mission is consistent 
with Meituan’s vision.

“From my perspective it’s a 
new beginning,” she wrote, in-
cluding a link to the Nine Inch 
Nails song “The Beginning of the 
End”. Bloomberg 

How a crazy idea led this former 
journalist to USD3b buyout

A man uses a smartphone as he rides a Beijing Mobike Technology Co. bicycle
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More money was invested 
in new solar energy plan-

ts last year than in any other 
power source, with China res-
ponsible for much of the boom, 
according to a report published 
Thursday by the U.N. Environ-
ment Program.

Globally, a record 98 gigawatts 
of new solar capacity were ins-
talled in 2017, with investments 
topping USD160 billion — an 
increase of 18 percent compared 
to the previous year. China alo-
ne spent $86.5 billion on solar 
installations, adding 53 gigawa-
tts of capacity.

Total new investments in re-
newable energy reached almost 
$280 billion last year, an increa-
se of 2 percent from 2016 but 
still far below the 2015 record of 
over 323 billion. Coal and gas ac-
counted for investments totaling 
$103 billion, while spending on 
large hydropower dams and nu-
clear plants stood at $45 billion 
and $42 billion respectively.

The report , based on data 
from Bloomberg New Energy 
Finance, found renewable ener-
gy investments in the United 

States by six percent, while in 
Germany they fell by 35 percent 
and in Japan they dropped by 
28 percent in 2017. This was 
partly due to falling prices, but 
regulatory changes and the ti-
ming of large wind power deals 
also played a role.

Renewable energy accounted 
for 12.1 percent of the electricity 
generated worldwide last year, 
up from 11 percent in 2016, ac-
cording to the report. Although 
this increased share amounts to 
a savings of 1.8 gigatons of car-
bon dioxide — a key greenhouse 
gas	—	 it’s	 not	 enough	 to	 offset	
rising global energy consump-
tion, according to UNEP.

Françoise d’Estais, an ener-
gy	finance	expert	with	the	U.N.	
agency and co-author of the re-
port, said countries will have to 
step up renewable power gene-
ration and cut back on electrici-
ty use if they want to meet the 
goals of the 2015 Paris climate 
accord.

Currently about a quarter of 
greenhouse gas emissions come 
from electricity and heat gene-
ration. AP

100m domestic 
tourist trips 
during holiday
China saw 100 million 
domestic tourist trips during 
the three-day tomb-sweeping 
holiday, up 8.3 percent from 
last year’s holiday, according 
to the Ministry of Culture 
and Tourism. The tourism 
revenue reached RMB42.1 
billion (about USD6.7 billion) 
during the holiday which lasts 
from Thursday to Saturday, 
up 8 percent, according to the 
ministry. While tourists still 
favor sites of natural scenes, 
an increasing number of 
people chose to visit martyrs’ 
cemeteries and memorial sites 
of revolution, the ministry said 
in a report.

Online recruitment 
platform seeks 
Hong Kong IPO
Chinese online recruitment agency 
Liepin.com is seeking an IPO in Hong 
Kong. Headquartered in Beijing and 
founded in 2011, the platform focuses 
on executive talent. Liepin.com had 3.9 
million registered members at the end 
of last year, according to its prospectus. 
The company made RMB7.55 million 
(about	USD1.2	million)	in	net	profit	
last	year	after	suffering	losses	in	the	
previous two years. The growing 
recruitment market in China has given 
rise to domestic players like zhaopin.
com and zhipin.com and attracted 
foreign players like LinkedIn. The 
company, which put its valuation at 1 
billion U.S. dollars, received a D-round 
financing	of	more	than	100	million	U.S.	
dollars in 2016. 

China leads global 
solar energy 
investment as US, 
Europe lag
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Xi’s Boao 
speech will 
reiterate China’s 
firm support for 
globalization, 
compliance with 
World trade 
organisation 
rules and its 
commitment for 
opening up.

HE WEIWEN
CENTER FoR CHINA AND 

GLoBALIZATIoN
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President Donald 
Trump’s barrage of ta-
riffs	 threats	 have	 left	
China’s Xi Jinping with 

a tricky balance to strike. He’s 
got to show he’s ready to reta-
liate against U.S. trade threats 
while demonstrating China’s 
commitment to opening up.
The	 Chinese	 president’s	 first	

chance to hit back in person co-
mes in a speech Tuesday at the 
Boao Forum for Asia - China’s 
answer to Davos - on the tropi-
cal island of Hainan.

Besides reassuring the hun-
dreds of foreign investors pre-
sent that U.S. protectionism 
won’t produce the same in the 
world’s second-largest eco-
nomy, he must deliver a strong 
warning	about	letting	the	tariff	
disputes escalate into a trade 
war.

“You’ve got to push back and 
defend yourself in some way 
and at the same time say, ‘We 
are still open for business,”’ 
said Fraser Howie, co-author of 
the book “Red Capitalism,” who 
has two decades of experience 
in	 China’s	 financial	 markets.	
“The argument can be: ‘How do 
we not respond, if America is 
placing	tariffs	on	us?”’

Xi set out his defense of glo-
balization at the real World 
Economic Forum in Davos last 
year just days before Trump 
took	office	promising	to	protect	
the U.S. from “other countries 
making our products, stealing 
our companies, and destroying 
our jobs.” After an initial ho-
neymoon with Xi, Trump has 
renewed his China attacks, 
threatening to pile on as much 
as	USD150	billion	of	 tariffs	on	
the country’s goods.

The levies represent an 
unprecedented challenge to 
Xi, who can’t afford an eco-
nomic downturn that fuels 
unrest or to look weak after 
securing Communist Party ba-
cking last month to rule inde-
finitely. China in recent days 
has pledged retaliatory tariffs 
that would hit politically sen-
sitive U.S. regions and vowed 
to fight “to the end, and at any 
cost.”

Still, Xi is expected to em-
phasize the benefits of doing 
business with China and may 

announce reduced foreign-in-
vestment restrictions to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the re-
forms that launched the coun-
try’s economic boom.

“Xi’s Boao speech will reite-
rate China’s firm support for 
globalization, compliance with 
World Trade Organisation ru-
les and its commitment for 
opening up,” said He Weiwen, 
deputy director of the Center 
for China and Globalization in 
Beijing and a former Commer-
ce Ministry official.

Yet Xi must also overcome a 

credibility gap after years of 
Chinese promises to free up 
the economy were followed by 
more centralized control and 
state support for local com-
panies. Pledges to open up 
sectors such as financial ser-
vices have been made before 
- but often such pledges have 
been made only after domestic 
players already dominate.

Top Chinese trading part-
ners, such as the European 
Union and Japan, sha-
re Trump’s concerns about 
market access, even if they 

disagree with his tariff tacti-
cs. The trade spat has put new 
pressure on Xi to counter the 
U.S narrative during the spee-
ch, which will be attended by 
Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte, Singaporean Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, 
and the International Mone-
tary Fund Managing Director 
Christine Lagarde.

“It’s possible that he will 
continue the generic general 
promises of liberalization,” 
said Scott Kennedy, a China 
scholar at the Washington
-based Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. 
“But he could try to finally 
be quite specific and forward 
leaning and try to pop the 
American bubble by making 
a variety of changes that 
open up Chinese markets.” 
Bloomberg

Jonathan Lemire, Washington 

President Donald 
Trump is suggesting 

China will ease trade bar-
riers “because it is the right 
thing to do” and Washing-
ton and Beijing can settle 
disputes that have rattled 
financial	 markets,	 consu-
mers and businesses.

A new Trump tweet 
doesn’t explain why he’s 
optimistic about resolving 
an escalating trade clash 
between the world’s two 

biggest economies.
Trump says he and Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping 
“will always be friends, no 
matter what happens with 
our dispute on trade.”

Trump insists “China will 
take down its Trade Bar-
riers because it is the right 
thing to do. Taxes will be-
come Reciprocal & a deal 
will be made on Intellec-
tual Property. Great future 
for both countries!”

The U.S. bought more 
than USD500 billion in 

goods from China last year 
and now is planning or 
considering penalties on 
some $150 billion of tho-
se imports. The U.S. sold 
about $130 billion in goods 
to China in 2017 and faces 
a potentially devastating 
hit to its market there if 
China responds in kind.

China has pledged to 
“counterattack with great 
strength” if Trump decides 
to follow through on his 
latest threat to impose ta-
riffs	on	an	additional	$100	

billion in Chinese goods 
— after an earlier annou-
ncement that targeted $50 
billion.

The Trump administra-
tion also is pushing for a 
crackdown on what it says 
is China’s theft of U.S. inte-
llectual property.
Conflicting	 messages	
about	 the	 trade	fight	have	
come out in recent days 
from some top members of 
Trump’s team.

Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin has said he 

was “cautiously optimistic” 
that the U.S. and China 
could reach an agreement 
before	 any	 tariffs	 went	
into place. But he also said 
“there is the potential of a 
trade war.

The new White House 
economic adviser, Larry 
Kudlow, has said the U.S. 
is “not in a trade war” and 
that “China is the pro-
blem. Blame China, not 
Trump.” AP

Xi takes center stage to defend 
country’s trade against barrage of tariffs

Trump suggesting Beijing 
will ‘take down’ its trade barriers
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North and South Korea 
on Saturday held talks over 

establishing a telephone hotline 
between their leaders and other 
communication issues ahead of 
a rare summit between the rivals 
later this month.

The closed-door talks between 
working-level	officials	at	a	border	
village were part of preparatory 
discussions to set up the April 27 
summit between North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un and South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in. 
The meeting, only the third sum-
mit between the Koreas since the 
end of the 1950-53 Korean War, 
could	 prove	 to	 be	 significant	 in	
the global diplomatic push to 
resolve	 the	 standoff	 over	 North	
Korea’s nuclear program.

A summit between Kim and 
President Donald Trump is anti-
cipated in May.

Before Saturday’s meeting, 
South Korea didn’t specify what 
would be discussed other than 
the hotline between the leaders. 
The Koreas have agreed not to 

disclose the contents of their pre-
paratory talks until they reach an 
agreement,	 Moon’s	 office	 said.	
The Koreas agreed on the date of 
the summit in a high-level mee-
ting last week.

South Korea, which has shu-
ttled between Pyongyang and 
Washington to set up the talks, 
said Kim had expressed willing-
ness to talk about giving up nu-
clear weapons during his upco-
ming meetings with Moon and 
Trump. The North has yet to 
officially	 confirm	 such	 intent	 or	
Kim’s interest in meeting Trump.

Kim last month made a surprise 
visit to Beijing and met with Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping, a move 
widely seen as strengthening 
the North’s position ahead of his 
talks with Moon and Trump. Chi-
na, North Korea’s only major ally 
and main economic lifeline, has 
been calling for a “dual suspen-
sion” of North Korean nuclear 
and missile activities in return 
for the United States and South 
Korea suspending their large-s-
cale military exercises.

The Koreas earlier this week 

held separate working-level dis-
cussions on the protocol, securi-
ty and media coverage issues of 
the inter-Korean summit. The 
countries will hold at least one 
more meeting on these issues to 
discuss the summit’s agenda.
Working-level	 officials	 need	 to	

determine how Kim would arrive 
at the southern side of the border 
village for the summit.

South Korean media have spe-
culated whether Kim, who has 

a	 flair	 for	 the	 dramatic,	 would	
cross the Military Demarcation 
Line that bisects the countries in 
a symbolic gesture of peace. The 
Koreas have to also decide how 
many times Kim and Moon wou-
ld meet on April 27 and whether 
parts of the summit would be 
broadcast on live television.

The rivals agreed to set up a 
hotline	 between	 the	 offices	 of	
Kim and Moon in March when 
Moon’s envoys visited Kim in 

Pyongyang. In a subsequent trip 
to Washington, Moon’s envoys 
brokered a meeting between 
Kim and Trump, who said he 
would meet the North Korean 
leader by May.

South Korea says a functional 
hotline between Kim and Moon 
would help facilitate dialogue 
and reduce misunderstanding 
during times of tension. Moon 
and	Kim	plan	to	hold	their	first	
telephone conversation some-
time before their face-to-face 
meeting, according to Moon’s 
office.

North Korea’s abrupt diploma-
tic outreach since the start of the 
year has brought a temporary lull 
to	tensions	sparked	by	its	flurry	
of nuclear weapons and missi-
le tests last year that resulted in 
Kim and Trump exchanging cru-
de insults and threats of war.

The North last year tested a pur-
ported thermonuclear warhead 
and three intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles designed to strike the 
continental United States. It also 
flew	two	midrange	missiles	over	
Japan	 while	 threatening	 to	 fire	
similar weapons toward Guam, 
the	Pacific	U.S.	military	hub.

The United States responded 
by frequently sending its stra-
tegic assets such as long-range 
bombers and aircraft carriers to 
the region in a show of force and 
floating	talks	of	military	options	
against North Korea. AP

Koreas discuss communication 
issues ahead of summit

A map of the two Koreas showing Pyongyang and Seoul is placed at the Imjingak 
Pavilion in Paju, S. Korea
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 The campaign 
launch comes a 
day after najib 
announced the 
parliament would 
be dissolved on 
Saturday

Anisah Shukry

Prime Minister Najib 
Razak is doubling down 
on his traditional vote 
banks in an election 

manifesto, pledging that un-
der his government Malaysians 
would live “peacefully and 
prosperously.”

His Barisan Nasional coalition 
is pledging to introduce a law 
for Shariah-compliant proper-
ty sales, help ethnic Malay far-
mers resolve their debts, build 
more	affordable	housing	for	the	
police and military, and ensure 
the same cost of goods for those 
living in Borneo as in Peninsu-
lar Malaysia. The promises tar-
get his key support bases: Mus-
lims and ethnic Malays, civil 
servants, as well as Sabah and 
Sarawak states.

“I call on my fellow Malay-
sians to evaluate the perfor-
mance of the Barisan Nasional 
government fairly and thorou-
ghly,” Najib said while releasing 
the manifesto in Kuala Lumpur 
on Saturday night. “Barisan 
Nasional must win, only then 
can the people live safely and 
prosperously.”

The campaign launch comes a 
day after Najib announced the 
parliament would be dissol-
ved on Saturday. The Election 
Commission will announce the 
date of the election within 10 
days	of	receiving	official	notice	

on the dissolution of the legis-
lature, said Chairman Mohd 
Hashim Abdullah. The vote 
must be held in the next two 
months.

His party’s manifesto signals 
Najib’s	 confidence	 in	 main-
taining his strongest position 
yet since the Barisan Nasional 

coalition’s six-decade rule was 
nearly interrupted by the 2013 
election. With a focus on on-
going infrastructure projects 
and expansion of existing han-
douts to his key support bases, 
he emphasized the work that’s 
been done to push economic 
growth to a three-year high.

The ruling coalition will erase 
the debts of farmers and small 
landowners linked to the sta-
te plantation company, Federal 
Land Development Authority, 
who took out loans to buy shares 
of Felda Global Ventures Holdin-
gs Bhd., and allocate 300 million 
ringgit	 (USD77	 million)	 in	 five	
years to forgive extraordinary and 
extreme debts. Najib is also pro-
mising	 to	 fix	 roads,	 build	 more	
houses, hand out replanting gran-
ts and increase its purchase price 
for rubber.

Barisan Nasional is promising 
to spend 2.3 billion ringgit to 

expand electricity access in the 
Borneo states, and 4.3 billion 
ringgit on a Trans-Sabah gas pi-
peline.

With the #MeToo movement 
sweeping across the region, Na-
jib plans to introduce a sexual 
harassment act and amend the 
constitution to set a minimum 
of 30 percent women occupying 
seats in the senate. He pledges to 
extend tax incentives for women 
who return to the workforce, 
make it easier for unmarried wo-
men to get loans, allow male civil 
servants to take 10-day paternal 
leave, and implement a universal 
childcare program.

Najib took on the opposition- 
held states, pledging to resolve 
water disruption issues in Selan-
gor and build thousands of hou-
ses in Penang, he said to a dea-
fening roar from his supporters.
“We	will	fix	our	past	weaknes-
ses	 and	 this	 time	 we	 will	 fight	
to the last drop of blood, so that 
Malaysia soars on the internatio-
nal stage,” Najib said to conclude 
his speech. Bloomberg

Dake Kang, Beijing 

The U.N. secretary-
general and the Sin-

gaporean foreign mi-
nister voiced concerns 
about global trade ten-
sions and rising protec-
tionism during back-to- 
back meetings in Beijing 
yesterday.

Following remarks from 
his Chinese counterpart, 
Singaporean Foreign Mi-
nister Vivian Balakrish-
nan vowed to “double-
down” on free trade and 
economic liberalization 
in tandem with China.

“This is a time in the 
world where the tempta-
tion to embark on unila-
teralism and protectio-
nism is unfortunately ri-
sing,” Balakrishnan said.

In a separate meeting, 
Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres called Chi-
na “absolutely crucial” in 
the international system.

“You mentioned reform 
and opening up - it’s so 
important in a moment 
when some others have a 
policy of closing up,” Gu-
terres told Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi.

“The solutions for these 
problems are not to put 
globalization to question, 
but to improve globali-
zation. Not isolation or 
protectionism, but more 
international coopera-
tion,” Guterres said.

The comments came as 
China and the U.S. ex-
changed	 escalating	 tariff	
threats in what is already 
shaping up to be the big-
gest trade battle for more 
than a half century.

Beijing vowed Friday to 
“counterattack with great 
strength” if President 
Donald Trump follows 
through on threats to 
impose	 tariffs	 on	 an	 ad-
ditional $100 billion in 
Chinese goods.

Trump’s announcement 
followed China’s deci-
sion to tax $50 billion in 
American products, in-
cluding soybeans and 
small aircraft, in respon-
se to a U.S. move this 
week	 to	 impose	 tariffs	
on $50 billion in Chinese 
goods.

The U.S. bought more 
than $500 billion in 
goods from China last 
year and now is planning 

or considering penalties 
on some $150 billion of 
those imports. The U.S. 
sold about $130 billion 
in goods to China in 
2017 and faces a poten-
tially devastating hit to 
its market there if China 
responds in kind.

In the meetings, Wang 
attacked what he called 
“protectionism and uni-
lateralism,” though he 
didn’t single out the U.S. 
by name.

“China will safeguard 
the principles of free tra-
de and oppose protectio-
nism,” Wang said. “We 
should push forward 
with economic globaliza-
tion.”

Wang was welcoming 
both	 officials	 ahead	 of	
their planned appearan-
ces at the annual Boao 
Forum for Asia, a Chine-
se-sponsored annual ga-
thering for political and 
economic elites on tropi-
cal Hainan Island.

Balakrishnan is trave-
ling with Singaporean 
Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien	Loong	on	the	first	
of	a	five-day	visit	to	Chi-
na. AP

UN, Singapore concerned 
about rising trade tensions

MAlAySiA

Najib doubles down on longtime 
voter bases in poll manifesto 

Prime Minister Najib Razak
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SyRiA

Russia denies 
reports of chemical 
attack
Russia’s military is rejecting claims 
that Syrian government forces used 
chemical weapons in an attack on 
the rebel-held town of Douma. Maj. 
Gen. Yuri Yevtushenko was quoted by 
Russian news agencies yesterday as 
saying Russia was prepared to “promptly 
send Russian specialists in radiation, 
chemical and biological protection to 
Douma	after	its	liberation	from	fighters	
to	gather	data	that	will	confirm	the	
fabricated nature of these statements.”

SAUDi ARABiA

Crown prince visits 
France to share his 
‘new vision’
The crown prince of Saudi Arabia is 
making	his	first	official	visit	to	France,	
which	is	hoping	to	profit	from	his	shake-
up of the conservative kingdom. No 
big contracts are expected to be signed 
during the visit of Mohammed bin 
Salman, but a “strategic partnership” 
is to be announced Tomorrow with 
French President Emmanuel Macron. 
France is hoping for Saudi investments 
in technology, renewable energy, health 
and	tourism.	The	influential	crown	
prince is expected to visit the Paris 
startup incubator Station F.

geRMAny 

Police: Muenster 
van driver acted 
alone
The German news agency dpa is quoting 
police as saying that that the driver 
who crashed his van into a crowd in the 
western German city of Muenster had no 
accomplices. The 48-year-old German 
man killed two people and injured 
20 others Saturday before shooting 
himself to death in the van. Witnesses of 
Saturday’s crash had initially said they’d 
seen	two	other	perpetrators	flee	the	van	
after it crashed into a crowd outside the 
city’s traditional Kiepenkerl pub in the 
city’s medieval old town.
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the more 
days they 
leave me [in 
jail], the more 
Lulas will be 
born in this 
country.

Mauricio Savarese, 
Peter Prengaman

Former Brazilian Presi-
dent Luiz Inacio Lula da 

Silva was taken into police 
custody Saturday after a tense 
showdown with his own su-
pporters, capping an intense 
three days that underscored 
raw emotions over the in-
carceration of a once wildly 
popular leader who has been 
engulfed by corruption allega-
tions.

Just hours earlier, da Silva 
told thousands of supporters 
that he would turn himself in 
to police, but also maintained 
his innocence and argued his 
corruption conviction was 
simply a way for enemies to 
make sure he doesn’t run — 
and possibly win — re-election 
in October.
When	 he	 first	 tried	 to	 lea-

ve the metal workers union 
headquarters where he was 
holed up to turn himself in, 
dozens of supporters blocked 
a gate where a car carrying da 
Silva was trying to exit.

“Surround, surround [the 
building] and don’t let them 
arrest him,” chanted suppor-
ters. After a few minutes of 
tense words between guards 
and supporters, the former 
president got out of the car 
and entered the union head-
quarters.

Police vehicles surrounded 
the building, raising the fears 
of clashes. Da Silva emerged 
a second time shortly after ni-
ghtfall, this time surrounded 
by bodyguards who pushed 
back scores of supporters who 
tried to stop his advance.

The dramatic scene was the 

latest development in a whir-
lwind series of days, which 
began when the Supreme Fe-
deral Tribunal, the country’s 
top court, ruled against his 
petition on Thursday to re-
main free while he continued 
to appeal his conviction.

Judge Sergio Moro, who 
oversees many of the so-called 
“Car Wash” cases, then orde-
red an arrest warrant for da 
Silva, giving him until 5 p.m. 
Friday to present himself to 
police in Curitiba, about 260 
miles (417 kilometers) sou-
thwest of Sao Bernardo do 
Campo, and begin serving his 
12-year sentence.

Da Silva, who Brazilians 
simply call “Lula,” did no such 
thing. Instead, he hunkered 
down with supporters in the 
same metallurgical union that 
was the spiritual birthplace of 
his improbable rise to power 
in one of the world’s most 
unequal countries.

“The police and ‘Car Wash’ 
investigators lied. The pro-
secutors lied,” said da Silva, 
as a few thousand supporters 
cheered.

“I don’t forgive them for gi-
ving society the idea that I am 
a thief,” he continued.

Still, da Silva said he would 
turn himself in “to go there 
and face them eye to eye. The 
more days they leave me [in 
jail], the more Lulas will be 
born in this country.”

While da Silva spoke, some 
people cried while others 
chanted “Free Lula!” When he 
finished	speaking,	a	sea	of	su-
pporters carried him on their 
shoulders back into the buil-
ding.

Late Saturday, police were 

flying	 da	 Silva	 to	 Curitiba,	
where after processing he will 
begin serving his sentence.

Mauricio Santoro, a political 
science professor at the State 
University of Rio de Janeiro, 
said that by not complying 
with the order on Friday da 
Silva “wanted to demonstra-
te strength and popularity, 
showing that he is a political 
leader capable of gathering a 
crowd in his support.”

Choosing the metal workers 
union to take refuge, and not 
the Workers’ Party headquar-
ters,	was	also	significant,	said	
Santoro.

“It shows that he wants to 
emphasize his trajectory as 
leader of a social movement, 
rather than his role as leader 
of a party marked by allega-
tions of corruption,” he said.

Last year, Moro convicted da 
Silva of trading favors with a 
construction company in ex-
change for the promise of a 
beachfront apartment. That 
conviction was upheld by an 
appeals court in January. The 
former president has always 
denied wrongdoing in that 
case and in several other cor-

ruption cases that have yet to 
be tried.

Still, his jailing marks a co-
lossal fall from grace for a 
man who rose from poverty 
to power against steep odds. 
During his two administra-
tions, several social welfare 
programs and a booming eco-
nomy helped tens of millions 
come out of abject poverty, 
making his downfall deeply 
personal for many Brazilians 
who saw him as a symbol of 
hope.

Born in the hardscrabble 
northeast, da Silva rose throu-
gh the ranks of the union in 
the country’s industrial south. 
In 1980, during the military 
dictatorship, he was arrested 
in Sao Bernardo do Campo for 
organizing strikes. He would 
spend more than a month in 
jail.

After running for president 
several times, in 2002 da Silva 
finally	won.	He	governed	from	
2003	 to	 2010,	 leaving	 office	
an international celebrity and 
with approval ratings in the 
high 80s.

Former U.S. President Bara-
ck Obama once called da Silva 
the “most popular politician 
on Earth.”

Like so much in a nation that 
has become deeply polarized, 
that da Silva would soon be 
behind bars was being inter-
preted	 differently	 by	 suppor-
ters and detractors.

“We have no choice but to 
keep our head high. Our stru-
ggle will be bigger tomorrow,” 
said Fernando Lauro, a su-
pporter who watched da Silva 
be taken by police.

“I hope he never gets out, 
but I fear he will,” said Silvia 
Gend, a 72-year-old housewi-
fe in Sao Bernardo do Campo. 
“Brazil is the country of impu-
nity.”

Workers’ Party leaders insist 
that da Silva, 72, will still be 
the party’s candidate in Oc-
tober. Technically, being jai-
led	does	not	keep	him	off	the	
ballot.

In August, however, the 
country’s top electoral court 
makes	 final	 decisions	 about	
candidacies. It is expected to 
deny da Silva’s candidacy un-
der Brazil’s “clean slate” law, 
which	disqualifies	people	who	
have had criminal convictions 
upheld. Da Silva could appeal, 
though doing so from jail 
would be more complicated.

The former leader is the la-
test	of	many	high-profile	peo-
ple to be ensnared in possibly 
the largest corruption scandal 
in Latin American history. 
Over the last four years, Bra-
zilians have seen near weekly 
police operations and arrests 
of the elite.

Investigators uncovered a 
major scheme in which cons-
truction companies essentially 
formed a cartel that doled out 
inflated	 contracts	 from	 state	
oil company Petrobras, paying 
billions in kickbacks to politi-
cians and businessmen. AP

BrAzIL

After tense 
showdown, Lula in 
police custody

Lula (center) leaves the metal workers union headquarters in Sao Bernardo do Campo
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Canada reels: 15 die when 
truck, hockey team bus collide

Spain, Portugal bust gang smuggling glass eels to Asia
SpAnish and Portu-

guese authorities an-
nounced Friday that they 
have taken down a cri-
minal network that has 
been	making	 large	 profits	
by smuggling glass eels to 
Asia.

Authorities across the 
continent have been trying 
to tackle the smugglers, 
who take European glass 
eels to Asian countries, 
where they are raised into 
adults and their meat 
commands high prices for 
local delicacies.

The trading of the Euro-
pean eel has been restric-
ted since 2009 under the 
rules of the CITES conven-
tion for the international 
trade of endangered wil-
dlife. The European Union 
has banned all exports out-

side the bloc and regulated 
internal sales, although an 
underground black market 
in eels has thrived in re-
cent years.

In the latest operation 
against	 the	 traffickers,	
four Chinese citizens, 
three Spaniards and three 
Moroccans were arrested 
in Spain in an operation 
coordinated by the Euro-
pean Union’s police body, 
Europol.

Spain’s Civil Guard said 
460 kilograms of glass eels 
were seized in southern 
Spain. Their market value, 
once the eels have grown 
into adults, was estimated 
at over 400 million euros 
(USD490 million). One 
kilogram of baby eels can 
yield 1.3 tons of adult eels, 
investigators say.

More than 100 tons of 
juvenile eels evade wil-
dlife	 traffic	controls	every	
year in Europe, according 
to Andrew Kerr, chairman 
of the Sustainable Eel 
Group.

“That’s nearly one fourth 
of the total European eel 
natural stock,” Kerr said 
Friday. “It’s the biggest 
wildlife crime action in Eu-
rope, and it’s hidden from 
everyone.”

Friday’s disclosure 
showed how the ring ex-
ported the baby eels bou-
ght in Spain through Por-
tugal and Morocco and 
how the eels were concea-
led in suitcases or in car-
go containers and sent to 
Hong Kong, mainland Chi-
na, South Korea and other 
Asian countries.

Police also seized 364 
suitcases possibly used 
to smuggle the eels, Civil 
Guard Coronel Jesus Gal-
vez told reporters Friday in 
Madrid.

Because eels can’t be bred 
in captivity, the wriggling 
glass eels —or elvers— are 
usually	 fished	 and	 raised	
to maturity in aquaculture 
companies in Asia, where 
pollution, climate change 
and poaching has dimi-
nished stocks of the Japo-
nica Anguilla species.
Since	the	glass	eel	fishing	

season began at the end of 
the fall, Portugal has ar-
rested 28 people and has 
seized 1 ton of glass eels in 
18 raids.

Hugo Alexandre Matos, 
director of the Portuguese 
authority of food security, 

ASAE, said several investi-
gations remained opened.

Meanwhile, Spain has ar-
rested	or	identified	as	sus-
pects 89 people since No-
vember, snatching more 
than 2.3 tons of baby eels. 
The seized eels have been 
reintroduced to the wild, 
Galvez said.

The operations come as 
environmental crimes are 

on the rise globally and 
in Europe, said Europol’s 
chief for organized crime, 
Jari Liukku, who compa-
red	the	benefits	from	illicit	
wildlife trading to those of 
drug, arms or human traf-
ficking.

“Punishments are low 
and the conviction rate for 
environmental crimes is 
still low,” he said. AP

Jeremy Hainsworth, Rob Gillies

A semi-trailer slammed 
into a bus carrying a 
youth hockey team in 
western Canada, killing 

15 people and injuring 14 in a 
catastrophic collision that left a 
country and its national sport 
heartbroken. The crash sent 
shockwaves through the team’s 
small hometown.

Canadians were moved to tears 
on as they learned of the identi-
ties of the deceased on the bus 
that was driving the Humboldt 
Broncos hockey team to a crucial 
playoff	 game	Friday	 against	 the	
Nipawin Hawks.

“The worst nightmare has ha-
ppened,” said the league’s presi-
dent, Bill Chow, as his eyes wel-
led up with tears.

The Broncos are a close-knit 
team from the small city of Hum-
boldt, Saskatchewan, which has a 
population of about 6,000. Since 
the	 horrific	 accident	many	have	
gathered at the community cen-
ter at the hockey arena. 

“An entire country is in shock 
and mourning,” Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said. “This is 
every parent’s worst nightma-
re. No one should ever have to 
see their child leave to play the 
sport they love and never come 
back.”

The bus had 29 passengers, 
including the driver, when it 
crashed at about 5 p.m. on Hi-
ghway 35, police said. Among 
the dead are Broncos head coach 
Darcy Haugan, team captain Lo-
gan Schatz and radio announcer 
Tyler Bieber. Authorities earlier 
said three were in critical condi-
tion but later provided an update 
to say that 15 have now died.

Canadian police said the truck 
driver was initially detained but 
has since been released and pro-
vided with mental health assis-
tance. Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police Assistant Commissioner 
Curtis Zablocki said it’s too early 

to state a cause for the crash.
In a tweet, President Donald 

Trump said he called Trudeau to 
offer	his	condolences	to	the	fami-
lies of victims.

Darren Opp, president of the 
Nipawin Hawks, said a semi 
T-boned the players’ bus — an 
account	police	confirmed.	“It’s	a	
horrible accident, my God,” Opp 
said.

Hassan Masri, an emergen-
cy room doctor at Saskatoon’s 
Royal University Hospital who 
has done work in war-torn Syria, 
said the crash reminded him of 
an airstrike.

Photographs of the wreckage 
showed the twisted trailer with 
most of its wheels in the air and 
the bus on its side and its back 
portion destroyed. The force of 
the crash sent both vehicles into 
the ditch at the northwest corner 
of the intersection.

Aerial footage showed the bus 
on its side, its roof peeled back 

and its front end destroyed. The 
trailer of the truck lay nearby in 
a shattered mess, with bags of 
its peat moss cargo scattered all 
around. The tractor part of the 
truck was intact, lying on its pas-
senger side.

The tractor-trailer would have 
had to yield to a stop sign befo-
re crossing over the highway that 
the hockey bus was travelling on. 
There is a stand of trees on the 
southeast corner of the inter-
section, limiting visibility of the 
approach on both roads.

Police said a lot of issues have to 
be investigated, including wea-
ther conditions at the time and 
any mechanical issues with the 
vehicles.

The tragedy brought to mind an 
accident in 1986, when the Swift 
Current Broncos team bus slid 
off	 an	 icy	 highway	 and	 crashed	
in late December, killing four 
players.

Humboldt Mayor Rob Muench, 

wearing a green and yellow Bron-
cos team jersey, hugged people 
Saturday morning as they came 
to the Elger Petersen Arena in the 
Saskatchewan town to comfort 
each other and learn more.

“It’s overwhelming. It’s been 
tough on everybody,” Muench 
said in a phone interview. “We’re 
a small community; some of tho-
se kids have been on the team for 
a number of years. A lot grew up 
in the community and everybody 
knows each other.”

The team was on its way to play 
in	Game	5	of	a	semi-final	against	
the Nipawin Hawks. Multiple 
crisis workers were assisting re-
latives and friends. “Everybody 
is just so devastated. These poor 
young boys,” said Penny Lee, the 
communications manager for 
the town of Humboldt.

The Saskatchewan Junior Ho-
ckey League is a junior ‘A’ hockey 
league under Hockey Canada, 
which is part of the Canadian 

Junior Hockey League. It’s open 
to North American-born players 
between the ages of 16 and 20.

Team President Kevin Garinger 
said parents from across wes-
tern Canada were struggling to 
cope with the tragedy and were 
rushing to the scene.

“We are heartbroken and com-
pletely devastated,” Garinger 
said. “We will never forget the 
members of our Broncos family 
who were taken from us and who 
were injured.”

Michelle Straschnitzki, who li-
ves in Airdrie, Alberta, said her 
18-year old son Ryan was trans-
ported to a hospital in Saskatoon, 
Saskatchewan.

“We talked to him, but he said 
he couldn’t feel his lower extremi-
ties so I don’t know what’s going 
on,” she said. “I am freaking out. 
I am so sad for all of the teamma-
tes and I am losing my mind.”

Kevin Henry, a coach who runs 
a hockey school in Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan, said he knows 
players on the team.

“This is I would think one of 
the darkest days in the history of 
Saskatchewan, especially becau-
se hockey is so ingrained in how 
we grow up here,” he said.

The hockey world issued mes-
sages of condolences, including 
Saskatchewan native Mike Bab-
cock, who is the Toronto Maple 
Leafs coach.
Babcock,	 fighting	 back	 tears,	

said that “it’s got to rip the heart 
out of your chest.”

The Chicago Blackhawks and 
Winnipeg Jets wore the name 
“BRONCOS” instead of their na-
meplates on Saturday night. AP

This aerial photo shows the wreckage of a fatal crash outside of Tisdale, Saskatchewan
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON ...
In the Soul, MountaInS are GallopInG – 
landScape paIntInG exhIbItIon by xu QInSonG 
In Macau
tIMe: 10am-7pm (Last admission 6:30pm; closed 
on Mondays)
untIl: April 12, 2018 
Venue: Handover Gifts Museum of Macao 
adMISSIon: Free admission 
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2872 7066

“My chIneSe ZodIac” – exhIbItIon by raQuel 
GralheIro
tIMe: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
           12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays) 
untIl: May 13, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
adMISSIon: Free  
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2852 2550 

pInacotroca - paIntInG and IlluStratIon by 
rodrIGo de MatoS
tIMe: 2pm-7pm (closed on Sundays)
untIl: April 21, 2018 
Venue: G/F Macau Cultural Centre Building 
adMISSIon: Free  
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2875 3282 

treaSure of Sacred art of St. JoSeph’S 
SeMInary
tIMe: 10am-5pm daily (closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
adMISSIon: Free 
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2835 7911

MandarIn’S houSe
tIMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
addreSS: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
adMISSIon: Free 
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2896 8820

SoMetIMeS I feel that I’M not MySelf - 
WorkS by JoSé druMMond
tIMe: 11am-7pm (Closed on Mondays and 
mandatory holidays)
untIl: April 14, 2018 
Venue: 1st Floor, Macau Art Garden, No. 265, Av. 
Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues 
adMISSIon: Free 
enQuIrIeS: (853) 2836 6064

this day in history

A man was injured north of Anchorage after a moose that he 
had just kicked stomped his foot in return, state officials said.

KTVA-TV reported the man escaped major injuries in the en-
counter Thursday with the moose and her calf.

“It sounds like the moose were on a trail and in this case, 
it sounds like the guy was trying to go through them,” State 
Department of Fish and Game spokesman Ken Marsh said. 
“That’s never a good idea.”

The two moose left the area after the man had his foot stom-
ped, said Alaska Troopers spokeswoman Megan Peters.

“I am not a biologist, but as a lifelong Alaskan I would advise 
people not to go around kicking moose,” Peters said.

Moose have vast leg strength, Marsh said.
“If you get into a kicking contest with a moose, guess who’s 

going to win?” he said.
South-central Alaska has seen a number of violent incidents 

involving moose this spring, including a man who had a moo-
se swipe at him with its hoof while feeding it and a cocker 
spaniel attacked by a moose in an Anchorage yard.

Marsh said moose sightings are on the rise as females pre-
pare for calving season in mid-May.

 Offbeat
moose stomps man’s foot in 
alaska after he kicks her

There have been scenes of jubilation in Baghdad as 
US tanks rolled into the very heart of the Iraqi capital, 
confirming that the government of Saddam Hussein 
has been ousted from power.

In the main square in Baghdad, a group of Iraqi men 
attempted to pull down a massive statue of Saddam 
Hussein in an unprecedented show of contempt for the 
Iraqi leader.

The metal plaque at the base of the statue was torn 
off and the statue’s marble plinth attacked with a sle-
dgehammer.

The men scaled the statue to secure a noose around 
its neck but were unable to pull it down.

Then US troops joined in, and used an armoured vehi-
cle to gradually pull down the statue.

The extraordinary scenes were watched by millions 
across the world live on television.

The square is opposite the Palestine Hotel, used as a 
base by the world’s media during the war in Iraq.

A little before the statue came down, a US soldier 
climbed up and draped the face with a US flag.

The crowd did not welcome the move, seeing it as a 
step too far towards American triumphalism, and the 
flag was quickly removed.

A few minutes later, it was replaced by the old Iraqi 
flag, to roars of approval.

As the statue fell to the ground at last, the crowd sur-
ged forward and jumped on it.

Chanting and jeering, they danced on the fallen effigy, 
kicking it and hitting it with their shoes in a symbolic 
gesture of contempt as it was torn to pieces.

They then severed the head, tied chains around it, and 
dragged it through the streets.

As news of the events in the square spread, more and 
more Iraqis gathered to watch, with women and chil-
dren joining the crowds of men.

There were similar scenes across the capital, as the 
many hundreds of statues and pictures of Saddam 
Hussein that came to symbolise his regime were atta-
cked and torn down.

The military campaign will continue, although the US 
Army has delivered its most upbeat assessment yet of 
the gains it is making in Iraq.

“Much of Iraq is free from years of repression,” said 
Brigadier-General Vincent Brooks, the US Central 
Command spokesman in Qatar.

“With every day that passes, we are breaking the grip 
of the regime.”

Courtesy bbC news

2003 saddam statue topples with 
          regime

in context
The toppling of Saddam Hussein’s statue became one of the enduring 
images of the war in Iraq. Although there has since been some speculation 
that it was staged by US forces.
One BBC correspondent, who was in Paradise Square and watched the 
statue being pulled down, said his impression was of “a newly free people” 
expressing their “overwhelming joy”.
US troops continued to advance north for another week, taking key towns 
such as Saddam Hussein’s home town of Tikrit, before President Bush 
declared victory on 1 May.
The honeymoon period for US troops was short.
In the power vacuum which followed the collapse of Saddam Hussein’s 
regime, law and order broke down and US troops became targets for 
many Iraqis resentful of the continuing occupation.
In the six months after the war ended, more US soldiers died in guerrilla 
attacks and suicide bombings than during the whole of the war.
Saddam Hussein himself was captured in December 2003.He was tried 
by and Iraqi court, sentenced to death and was hanged on 30 December 
2006.

cinema
cineteatro
04 apr - 11 apr

ready Player oNe
room 1
2:30, 7:00, 9:30pm
director: steven spielberg
starring: tye sheridan, olivia Cooke, ben mendelsohn     
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 140min

yo-Kai watCh the moVie: a whale of two words
room 1
05:00pm
director: shinji ushiro
starring:  shôtarô morikubo, ai Kayano, sumire uesaka      
language: Cantonese  

PaCifiC rim: uPrisiNg
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 07:30, 9:30pm
director: steven s.deKnight 
starring: John boyega, scott fastwood, rinko Kikuchi      
language: Chinese
duration: 96min

early aN
room 3
2:15, 5:45pm
director: Nick Park
starring: eddie redmayne, tom hiddleston      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 111min

Peter rabbit
room 3
4:00, 7:30pm
language: Cantonese
7:45pm
language: english (Chinese)
director: will gluck  
starring: domhnall gleeson, rose byrne      
duration: 95min

mary magdaleNe
room 3
9:30pm
director: garth davis
starring: rooney mara, Joaquin Phoenix, Chiwetel ejiofor    
language: english (Chinese) 
duration: 120min

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:40
16:30
17:50
18:40
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Sports    
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Champions League 2017/2018 Magazine
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live 
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aCross: 1- Secular; 5- Clenched hand; 9- Doctors’ org.; 12- Latin being; 
13- Played the part; 15- Singer Redding; 16- List finish; 17- Hilarity; 18- “David 
Copperfield” wife; 19- Unidentified woman; 21- Good spirit; 23- Insult; 24- 
“ER” extras; 25- Barbed-wire barricade; 28- Sponger; 33- Israeli desert region; 
34- Cab; 35- Work without ___; 36- Discount rack abbr.; 37- Clarinetist Shaw; 
38- Health haven; 39- Highly ranked competitor in sporting events; 41- Capone 
nemesis; 42- Chirp; 44- Infinite time; 46- Speaks publicly; 47- How Dry ___; 48- 
Roasting rod; 49- Recently created; 53- Becomes visible; 57- Gaelic language 
of Ireland or Scotland; 58- Slow, to Salieri; 60- Hwys.; 61- Crystal gazer; 62- 
Does in; 63- JFK postings; 64- Craggy hill; 65- French 101 verb; 66- Pops;
 
dowN: 1- Actor Cobb; 2- “The Thin Man” pooch; 3- This ___ outrage!; 4- 
Actress Holm; 5- Renowned; 6- More frigid; 7- Orch. section; 8- Head of 
France; 9- Molecular component; 10- 
Picasso contemporary; 11- Strong ___ 
ox; 14- Nonpile cotton rug of India; 
15- Black Sea port; 20- 554, in stone; 
22- Modern-day evidence; 25- Licorice-
like flavoring; 26- Henri’s hat; 27- Be 
of one mind; 28- Fall guy; 29- Graph 
line; 30- Map feature; 31- Conical 
shelter; 32- Les ___-Unis; 34- Waste 
allowance; 37- Creatures; 40- Chauffeur; 
42- Stumble; 43- Irrigated; 45- Not for 
a Scot; 46- Fight; 48- Nymph chaser; 
49- Resting place; 50- Nabisco cookie; 
51- Customer; 52- River to the Ubangi; 
54- ___ boy!; 55- Peruse; 56- Flat sound; 
59- ___ King Cole;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Thursday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEfUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081
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Xi’an
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Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
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WEATHER
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ve done all right. You’ve 
challenged authority and come out 
of the battle(s) virtually unscathed, 
handled cranky relatives, jealous 
friends and a partner who’s had a 
bit of an attitude for no good reason.

April 20-May 20
Your bonds with loved ones are 
especially important now - so much 
so that you’ll happily do whatever it 
takes to keep them just as strong as 
they are, even if that inconveniences 
you for the moment. 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Relationships of all shapes, sizes, 
and forms will go along quite well 
- as if you didn’t have to do a single 
thing to make that happen. That 
may even apply to your encounters 
with	authority	figures,	too.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ve been working very hard to 
keep things under control for some 
time, and it hasn’t been easy. Not 
even a tiny little bit. If you can keep 
it going for a little while longer, 
though - and you know you can.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Like	everyone,	 there	are	definitely	
moments when you feel the need 
to indulge yourself in some quality 
time alone - completely alone. You 
won’t feel at all lonely while you’re 
at it, either.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re not known for letting little 
things slide. You may even be aware 
of your sign’s reputation for focusing 
a bit too much, at times, on details. 
So now, when one little thing holds 
the potential to ruin one very big.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If someone tells you now that you’re 
not being fair, consider the source - 
and the motivations of said source. 
If the only reasons you can come up 
are	 their	 strictly	 selfish	 motives	 -	
and that wouldn’t be surprising.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Now, when someone you love acts 
totally out of character, you may be left 
wondering what to do about it. You 
may even be worrying. Well, don’t - 
on either count. Think, instead, about 
how much fun they may be having.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
If a friend seems intent upon 
removing themselves from the 
world - temporarily, at least - and 
you’re asked by their loved ones to 
drag them back, think before you 
agree.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
A long while ago, you discovered 
that the best way to make something 
as ethereal as a dream turn into 
reality is to tackle it practically and 
realistically. That means you’ve got 
to work very hard now.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
When you’re startled, one never 
knows what you might say or do 
in response - that goes for any 
situation. But now that you’re 
feeling a bit more emotional than 
usual.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re a very powerful sign, for 
many	reasons.	First	off,	your	mind	
is such a vast playground that you 
can conjure up an image in a split 
second - and it will only take you a 
few more split seconds.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Lionel Messi scored 
a hat trick and ensured 

Barcelona equaled a Spanish 
league record of 38 matches 
without a loss after beating 
Leganes 3-1 on Saturday.

Barcelona matched Real 
Sociedad’s milestone set in 
1979-80 by remaining unde-
feated through 31 rounds this 
season	after	finishing	the	last	
campaign without a loss over 
the	final	seven	games.	The	ru-
naway leader hasn’t lost in La 
Liga in a year.

Ernesto Valverde’s side can 
establish a new unbeaten re-
cord if it doesn’t lose to Valen-
cia next weekend. It will then 
have another six rounds left 
in	its	quest	to	finish	the	entire	
campaign without a defeat.

“This is one of those records 
that goes down in history,” 
Valverde said. “I am excited 
to have matched it because 
of what it means, and what 
it meant at that time for Real 
[Sociedad]. Over time you 
realize its importance.”

It’s hard to be-
lieve there was 

a time this season 
when Bayern Mu-
nich didn’t look like 
a champion side.

Less than two 
months into a la-
ckluster start, 
Bayern	 officials	
pulled the trigger 
on manager Carlo 
Ancelotti and per-
suaded Jupp Heyn-
ckes to un-retire 
for a fourth stint in 
charge.

Bayern started 
winning again, 
and didn’t stop. A 
relentless, almost 
inevitable march 
to the title ended 
on Saturday when 
Bayern underlined 
its dominance of 
the Bundesliga with 
a record-extending 
sixth successive 
championship.

Augsburg was 
beaten 4-1 away 
for Bayern to seal 

Reaching the mark set by 
Sociedad underscores the 
exceptional job Valverde is 
doing	in	his	first	year	with	the	
team. Despite having Messi 
and other top players, Barce-
lona entered the season ree-
ling from the unwanted de-
parture of star striker Neymar 
and back-to-back losses to 
Real Madrid in the Spanish 
Super Cup.

Eight months later and Bar-
celona is marching toward the 
recovery of the Liga title from 
Madrid. It opened a 12-point 
lead over second-place Atleti-
co Madrid before it faces third- 
place Madrid in a derby on 
Sunday.

Messi scored from a free 
kick for the seventh time this 
season before completing 
his third league hat trick in 
2017-18.

The Argentina forward 
earned a foul from Leganes 
defender Dimitrios Siovas a 
few meters outside the top of 
the area, to the right. It was a 
perfect spot for him to curl a 
left-footed strike high beyond 

its record 28th 
German cham-
pionship, including 
the solitary pre- 
Bundesliga title in 
1932.

Bayern did it 
with	 five	 rounds	
to spare, allowing 
the team to focus 
on the Champions 
League and Ger-
man Cup for the 
rest of the season.

After reveling 
with a cardboard 
Bundesliga trophy, 
the players danced 
in a conga line on 
Augsburg’s	 field.	
But there were 
none of the custo-
mary beer showers. 
Celebrations were 
relatively muted as 
the side looked to 
the remaining tar-
gets.

“There’ll be a lot 
of time to celebra-
te,” Franck Ribery 
said on his 35th 
birthday.

the reach of diving goalkeeper 
Ivan Cuellar.

Messi followed up on his 
27th-minute opener with a 
second	 goal	 five	minutes	 la-
ter, slotting a low strike in af-
ter Coutinho met his run into 
the box.

Barcelona paid for its com-
placency in the second half 
when Leganes forward Nabil 
El Zhar stuck on a counterat-
tack in the 68th, after his shot 
grazed Sergi Roberto beat 
goalie Marc-Andre ter Stegen.
Messi	flipped	his	 third	goal	

over Cuellar after receiving a 
pass from Ousmane Dembele 

BUnDeSligA

Bayern wins 
record-extending 
6th straight title

in the 87th.
The treble took Messi’s lea-

gue-leading tally to 29.
Roberto, who has already 

shown his versatility playing 
as	a	midfielder,	right	back,	or	
forward, added to his reper-
toire	by	playing	his	first	mat-
ch at left back for Barcelona. 
That let Jordi Alba rest until 
he went on as a late substitute 
along with Andres Iniesta.

Sergio Busquets and Samuel 
Umtiti also rested ahead of 
Barcelona’s return-leg Cham-
pions	 League	 quarterfinal	 at	
Roma on Tuesday. Barcelona 
won	the	first	leg	4-1.	AP

lA ligA

Messi nets 3, Barca equals 
record of 38 games unbeaten
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Fiji won a fourth suc-
cessive Hong Kong 
Sevens after poun-
cing on Kenya’s ill-

discipline and errors to take 
the	final	24-12	yesterday.

The most successful team 
in the tournament’s history, 
Fiji matched England’s re-
cord title run from 2002-06, 
won a sixth title in seven 
years, and 16th overall.

Captain Jerry Tuwai stres-
sed the defense and Josua 
Vakurunabili	finished	on	the	
outside for the opening try.

Tuwai was then denied in 
a try-saving tackle by Willy 
Ambaka, but Tuwai drew a 
foul from Kenya’s Collins In-
jera, who was yellow-carded.

Moments later, Ambaka 
joined Injera in the sin-
bin	 for	 a	 tackle	off	 the	ball,	
and	Kenya	was	down	to	five	
players against seven. Inevi-
tably, Fiji’s Eroni Sau scored 
for 10-0 amid booing.

Kenya tried retaining the 
ball to wait for Injera to re-
turn but after the halftime 
hooter it gave away a penal-
ty, and Amenoni Nasilasila 
combined with Vakurunabili 
to score a try, and convert it 
for 17-0.

Kenya started the se-
cond half with a try to Billy 

SAnfreCCe Hiroshima beat 
Kashiwa Reysol 1-0 to remain unde-

feated and in top spot in the J-League 
yesterday.

Defender Sho Sasaki beat Kashiwa 
‘keeper Kazushige Kirihata with a left-
foot shot in the 17th minute as Hiroshi-
ma improved to 16 points, five ahead of 
Kawasaki Frontale, which was held to a 
1-1 tie at Yokohama F Marinos.

In other games, a hat-trick from Die-
go Oliveira and goals by Keigo Higashi 
and Kensuke Nagai gave FC Tokyo a 
5-2 win over V-Varen Nagasaki.

Winless Gamba Osaka was handed 
its fifth defeat, 1-0 to Vissel Kobe on 
Shuhei Otsuki’s injury-time goal.

On Saturday, Shimizu S-Pulse held 
Jubilo Iwata to a 0-0 draw while Urawa 
Reds beat Vegalta Sendai 1-0 for their 
first win of the season.

Consadole Sapporo beat Nagoya 
Grampus 3-0, and Cerezo Osaka defea-
ted Sagan Tosu 2-1.

Miki Yamane’s 94th-minute winner 
lifted Shonan Bellmare to a 2-1 win 
over Kashima Antlers. AP

Odhiambo but the comeba-
ck	was	snuffed	out	by	conse-
cutive knock-ons forced by 
Fiji.

Nasilasila sent in Vatemo 
Ravouvou for Fiji’s fourth 
try and a 24-5 lead with less 
than two minutes to go, and 
the certainty of a 25th strai-
ght win at Hong Kong dating 
to 2014.
Kenya	finished	with	an	Os-

car Ouma converted try after 
the	 hooter	 in	 its	 first	Hong	
Kong	final.

“Hong Kong is always spe-
cial for us,” Tuwai said. “We 
brought the No. 1 team here, 
not like the others, becau-
se we respect and honor 
the tradition Fiji has at the 
Hong Kong Sevens.”

Many other teams saved 

their best players for the 
Commonwealth Games next 
weekend on the Gold Coast.

All four Hong Kong semi-
finalists	 will	 feature	 on	 the	
Gold Coast, with Olympic 
champion Fiji favored to win 

FooTBAll

Hiroshima stays 
undefeated and 
in top spot in 
J-League

RUgBy

fiji wins 4th straight 
Hong Kong 7s beating 
Kenya in final

Fiji’s Jerry Tuwai (center) is tackled by South Africa’s Selvyn David

its	first	Commonwealth	gold	
medal.
South	Africa	finished	third	

after beating New Zealand 
29-7 but its lead in the world 
series was cut to three over 
Fiji. AP



BUZZ
THE

WORLD BRIEFS

Roadside

High 
Density 
Residental 
Area

Ambient

Station Air quality

so
ur

ce
: d

sm
g

Steve Wynn SueS laWyer for dancer 
Who accuSed him of leering

Disgraced casino mogul Steve Wynn has 
sued the attorney of a dancer who accused 
him of inappropriate behavior. Wynn’s at-
torneys filed the defamation lawsuit Thurs-
day against lawyer Lisa Bloom and her firm 
in U.S. court in Las Vegas. It seeks at least 
USD75,000 in damages.

Wynn resigned from Wynn Resorts in Fe-
bruary amid sexual misconduct allegations 
that he has denied. Bloom’s law firm said last 
month that she’s representing a dancer in the 

show “Showstoppers” at the Wynn Las Vegas 
casino-resort. Its news release accused Wynn 
of leering at female performers in “physically 
revealing” segments of the show.

Wynn’s lawsuit calls the allegations false. 
His attorney accuses Bloom of intentionally 
ignoring that Wynn was “legally blind” when 
she alleges the leering occurred. Bloom says 
she’ll fight Wynn in court and believes he 
sued “in an attempt to intimidate other wo-
men.”

60-80
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They are all birds of a feaTher

It is no wonder that in such a small place like Macau 
- truly, any small place real or otherwise - rumor, gos-
sip, bad information or good innuendo, move regularly 
strangely, and run even more strangely in times of wor-
ry, uncertainty, and change. But if the talk of the town 
is the local monoculture, the staple diet of the enclave 
of people outside THE CASINO (in capitals to highlight 
the MSAR’s status as the number one to Las Vegas’ 
distant second), rumor degenerates into wild gues-
sing, blind maneuvering or breeds the lunatic stock of 
a conspiratorial state of mind: the theory of everything 
is possible.

The transitioning of the gaming concessions in 
2020/2022 has everybody involved or party to the ca-
sino business - allow us to call them industry players 
- believing they can influence or rather forestall the fu-
ture, thus positioning themselves to a second helping 
of the game.

Season this with some mundane episodes from the 
gaming world like the downfall of Steve Wynn or the 
resignation of casino-entrepreneur James Packer from 
his Crown Resorts board due to mental health issues, 
or first-tier junkets, officially known as gaming promo-
ters, dreaming of upgrading to the rank of concessio-
naires, and the landscape is set for a game of anybody 
can and anything goes. 

In times like this sometimes it takes just one wise 
word to reset the mood and calm the ongoing anxiety. 
The local deputy of the 13th National People´s Con-
gress and former legislator Dominic Sio said to China 
Business Journal that he thought the outlook is that ga-
ming concessions will be shuffled after 2020, meaning 
that today’s operators will not necessarily be operating 
in the future; whatever the criteria may be to be selec-
ted he underlines it will be a decision to be made by the 
SAR government. Sio believes he is able to postulate 
the type of shuffling to occur, and connects the momen-
tum of re-application and the moment of re-licensing of 
concessions in which the government shall evaluate 
the performance of non-gambling elements.

Anyway, given the above, it is fair to presume that 
a conservative approach will be taken, with a limited 
tender. Alternatively, there may be a framework of full 
concessionaires (discarding the sub-concessionaires), 
give or take one or more operators, with the ones and 
only the ones who have answered the call for non-ga-
ming or elements of diversification. Also, the role and 
profile of the gaming promoters are likely to be kept, 
despite the likelihood of an overall reassessment of the 
taxes levied on concessionaires and junkets.

Of course, nobody can ignore the importance of pro-
moters in the casino credit chain, but to morph their role 
into something more diverse would challenge the con-
servative approach; an approach that seeks for inte-
gration of the model instead of one of fragmentation…
given the special role promoters have in gaming ope-
rations. Although the Macau government may set out 
overhaul the regulatory framework under which pro-
moters work the industry, the conservative approach 
we mention above would not radically alter their status. 
They will continue being birds of a feather. We can-
not picture the Executive, its departments or bureaus 
talking relevant gaming and non-gaming policy matters 
with no one but the concessionaires.

We have to call a spade a spade and ask a simple 
question: could anyone picture the average junket 
claiming as does Galaxy’s vice-chairman Francis Lui 
about the Boracay venture that the “exciting project 
also clearly demonstrates Galaxy’s commitment to su-
pporting China´s Belt and Road Initiative”?

P.S. Our final notes recall the now solved intriguing 
mystery of Coloane’s black substance and suggest a 
spring reading of Borges Book of Imaginary Beings: 
beings like the Amphisbaena, the two-headed snake…
if chopped in half its two parts can reunite; Cerberus 
the three-headed dog that guards the gates of the un-
derworld in the Greek Mythology; and the Fastitocalon, 
a massive whale that sailors mistake for an island.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

israel Police say a 
Palestinian who tried to 
stab an Israeli in the West 
Bank has been shot. 
Police said the attacker 
was armed with a long 
screwdriver and was 
trying to stab the israeli 
when another civilian 
drew a gun and shot the 
Palestinian.

libya Authorities have 
found the remains of three 
children abducted for 
ransom more than two 
years ago near the capital, 
in a case that highlighted 
the security deterioration 
in the country since the 
2011 uprising.

huNgary long lines 
of Hungarian voters 
stretched for blocks 
yesterday outside polling 
stations in Budapest, with 
some waiting for two to 
three hours to cast their 
ballots as Prime Minister 
Viktor orban sought a 
fourth term.

italy’s populist 5-Star 
Movement is facing 
criticism after organizers 
of a conference on its 
future refused access 
to a newspaper reporter 
deemed critical of the 
party.

CaNada A hockey arena 
became the epicenter of 
grief for a small Canadian 
town yesterday, as friends 
and relatives gathered 
to mourn 15 people 
killed after a semi-trailer 
slammed into a bus 
carrying a youth hockey 
team in western Canada.

mexiCo Authorities in the 
northern Mexican state 
of Chihuahua say that 
police who were providing 
security for the governor 
have been attacked. gov. 
Javier Corral was not 
harmed.

Anders Melin

LAs Vegas Sands Corp. 
more than doubled Chief 

Executive	 Officer	 Sheldon	
Adelson’s pay to USD26.1 
million after the casino ope-
rator rejiggered his compen-
sation as part of a new con-
tract.

Adelson, 84, received a 
$12.5 million cash bonus and 
$5 million in salary for 2017, 
the company said last week 
in	a	regulatory	filing.	He	also	
got $4.21 million in equity 
awards and taxable perks 
worth $4.38 million, most 
of it for his personal security 
detail. His pay for 2016 tota-
led $12.7 million.

The world’s largest casino 
operator also paid more than 
$1 billion in dividends on 
shares held by Adelson, his 
wife and trusts on behalf of 
other family members, ac-
cording to data compiled by 

Stephanie Bodoni

ReVelAtions that data 
belonging to as many 87 

million Facebook Inc. users 
and their friends may have 
been misused became a game 
changer in the world of data 
protection as regulators are 
looking to raise awareness 
about how to protect infor-
mation.

Elizabeth Denham, the U.K. 
privacy regulator leading the 
European investigations into 
how user data ended up in 
the	hands	of	 consulting	firm	
Cambridge Analytica, will say 
in a speech today that the te-
chnology industry and regu-
lators must improve the pu-
blic’s	trust	and	confidence	in	
how their private information 
is handled.

“The dramatic revelations of 
the last few weeks can be seen 
as a game changer in data pro-
tection,” Denham, the U.K. 
Information Commissioner, 
will say at her agency’s annual 
conference for data-protec-
tion practitioners. “Suddenly, 
everyone is paying attention.”
Denham’s	office	is	combing	

Bloomberg. They collectively 
own more than half of the 
company’s stock.

A recovery in the Macau 
gambling market helped the 
firm	 boost	 revenue	 13	 per-
cent to $12.9 billion last year, 
more than half of it coming 
from the Chinese enclave. 
Earnings grew 68 percent to 
$2.81 billion.

through evidence it gathered 
at	 the	 offices	 of	 Cambridge	
Analytica during searches 
last month following reports 
that the political consulting 
firm	had	obtained	swathes	of	
data from a researcher who 
transferred the data without 
Facebook’s permission. De-
nham has said that Facebook 
has been cooperating with her 
probe, though it’s too soon to 
say whether the social ne-
twork’s planned changes will 
be enough.

The ICO has been reviewing 
the use of data analytics for 
political purposes since May 
2017 and is now investigating 
30 organizations, including 
Facebook, Denham said ear-
lier this month.

“Our ongoing investigation 
into the use of personal data 
analytics for political purpo-

Adelson signed a new em-
ployment agreement last 
year that lasts through 2021. 
It quintupled his salary to 
$5 million and increased his 
bonus potential by 50 per-
cent to $12.5 million. He’s the 
world’s 20th-richest person 
with a $36.3 billion fortune, 
according to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index. Bloomberg

ses by campaigns, parties, 
social media companies and 
others will be measured, 
thorough and independent,” 
she will say in her prepared 
remarks. “Only when we 
reach our conclusions based 
on the evidence will we de-
cide if enforcement action is 
warranted.”

The remarks come ahead 
of a meeting of the EU’s 28 
data watchdogs in Brussels to 
discuss the issue and a call be-
tween Facebook Chief Opera-
ting	Officer	 Sheryl	 Sandberg	
and the bloc’s Justice Com-
missioner Vera Jourova.

Denham’s speech comes 
ahead of a public awareness 
campaign, called Your Data 
Matters, which also seeks to 
restore people’s trust in how 
data is treated.

“The proper use of personal 
data can achieve remarkable 
things,” said Denham. “Now, 
more than ever, the role of 
data protection practitioner 
is not just as a guardian of 
privacy but as an ambassa-
dor for the appropriate use of 
personal data in line with the 
law.” Bloomberg

Las Vegas Sands doubles 
Sheldon Adelson pay to 
USD26.1 million 
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Facebook scandal a ‘game changer’ 
in data privacy regulation


