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comey says trump 
‘morally unfit’ to rule

hainan stocks, lottery 
shares soar 

Former FBI head James 
Comey thinks it’s possible the 
Russians have compromising 
information on Trump

Investors snapped up Hainan 
related stocks, seeking to 
capitalize on plans to boost the 
economy of the island resort  P4

education 
minister 
visits 
macau

Hong Kong A South 
Korean businessman 
accused of murdering his 
wife and son in a five-star 
hotel killed himself while in 
pre-trial custody. The man 
was found unconscious 
yesterday morning in 
his cell at a Hong Kong 
detention center. The man 
was found with a bed 
sheet wrapped around his 
neck and was taken to a 
hospital, where he was 
later certified dead, a police 
statement said. Police had 
arrested him in January for 
allegedly killing his wife and 
son at Hong Kong’s Ritz-
Carlton hotel.

USA President Donald 
Trump’s personal attorney 
will appear in federal 
court today to argue over 
evidence found during 
a recent FBI raid, and 
porn star Stormy Daniels’ 
lawyer says she’ll be 
there, too. Michael Cohen 
(pictured) is under criminal 
investigation for personal 
business dealings and 
was ordered to appear 
in court to help answer 
questions about his law 
practice. He has denied 
wrongdoing.

Gov’t to create national 
security department

Proposal to set differentiated bus 
fares dropped, prices rise Saturday  P3
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CE attends AL 
session today
 
The Chief Executive, Chui Sai On, 
will attend a plenary session of the 
Legislative Assembly today to answer 
lawmakers’ questions on Government 
policy and social issues. The session 
will start at 3 p.m. and will be 
broadcast live on television and 
radio channels of public broadcaster 
Teledifusão de Macau (TDM). 
In addition to attending plenary 
sessions of the Assembly every year 
to deliver the Policy Address relating 
to the following fiscal year, the Chief 
Executive attends two similar sessions 
each year.

PSP: two cases  
involving noise 
related crimes
 
The Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) has prosecuted two noise 
related cases since January of this 
year, according to PSP Commissioner 
Leong Man Cheong.  In total, the PSP 
received 894 complaints regarding 
noise in public places, 52 of which 
occurred in public gardens.  Earlier, 
Secretary for Security Wong Sio 
Chak suggested the public should be 
more tolerant of each other when it 
comes to noise issues, in an apparent 
reference to the case of the women 
shot with an air soft gun when singing 
at Iao Hon garden. Yesterday, Wong 
clarified the earlier comments by 
saying “[When I said to] tolerate 
each other [I did] not mean that 
only one party should tolerate or 
protect the other party. Those people 
who exercise in our gardens should 
understand that the residents living 
in the nearby buildings have the right 
to rest.”

UM’s Activity 
Centre receives 
Green Building 
Label
The University of Macau (UM) 
Student Activity Centre (Building 
E31) has recently been awarded the 
China’s Three-Star Green Building 
Operation Label, the highest-standard 
green building label awarded by the 
China Green Building Council. It is 
the first building in Macau to receive 
such an award, the UM informed.  
The certificate presentation ceremony 
was held last Friday at the Macao 
International Environmental Co-
operation Forum and Exhibition 
(MIECF). During the ceremony, UM’s 
Vice Rector for Academic Affairs, 
Lionel Ni, received the certificate 
from China Green Building Council 
Director Wang Youwei. The building 
had previously received the China’s 
Three-Star Green Building Design 
Label back in 2015. 

CRIME

Resident accused of sexually 
harassing bus passenger

HEalTH 

Macau applies to join WHO network 
Macau has 

applied to join a 
global network of emer-
gency services under the 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in order to 
enhance the region’s ca-
pabilities in the event of 
any outbreaks of disease 
or other public emer-
gencies.

The verification pro-
cess for membership of 

the WHO Emergency 
Medical Teams (EMT) 
Initiative is likely to be 
completed within 18 
months, Health Bureau 
director Lei Chin Ion 
told reporters recently.

According to a state-
ment issued by the Go-
vernment Information 
Bureau, preparation for 
this verification involves 
training of local medical 

professionals and res-
cue personnel, as well as 
optimizing the region’s 
capabilities in terms of 
medical equipment, Lei 
added.

The WHO EMT Ini-
tiative assigns health 
professionals to provi-
de direct clinical care to 
populations affected by 
emergencies or disas-
ters around the world. 

The medical teams ope-
rate under WHO guide-
lines once an incident is 
declared. The Initiative 
also supports local heal-
th systems facing such 
circumstances.

There are three types 
of Foreign Medical 
Teams (FMTs) under 
the WHO EMT Initiati-
ve. Macau has applied 
to supply Type 1 FMT, 

which provides initial 
emergency outpatient 
care of injuries and 
other significant heal-
thcare needs. According 
to the statement, the 
application “required 
well-trained and self-
sufficient teams being 
able to provide medical 
treatment in the field 
and at the onset of a di-
saster.”

Renato Marques

A 23-year-old male local re-
sident has been accused 

of sexually harassing a woman 
also in her twenties during a 
bus ride, a Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP) spokesperson 
revealed yesterday in a press 
conference.

The case was reported by the 
victim on April 10, right after 
the events occurred. She headed 
to a police station and gave her 
testimony, describing the phy-
sical features of the attacker. 
The police were said to have 
done an immediate follow up 
on the case and the next day 
(April 11) conducted a ma-
nhunt in near where the cri-
me took place at Ferreira do 
Amaral Square, between 4.45 
p.m. and 6.30 p.m., at the end 
of which officers spotted a man 
matching the victim’s descrip-
tion and followed him onto the 
bus.

The report from the officers 
that followed the suspect noted 
that he kept looking and staring 
at women both at the bus stop 
and on the bus. After he got off 
the bus, officers stopped him 
and took him for questioning.

In the investigation that 
followed, the man admitted 
to the assault on the previous 
day, explaining to the officers 
that whenever he gets in a bus 
he feels “sexually aroused” and 
“compelled to engage in sexual 
behavior.” The suspect admit-
ted that on April 10 he was “ex-
cited” about two ladies on the 
bus and started to masturbate 

and tried to expose his genitals 
to at least one of them. The sus-
pect, identified as  an engineer, 
had been involved in a similar 
case in 2016 that led to an ac-
cusation of “insult” by the Pu-
blic Prosecutions Office. At that 
time, the law that regulates se-
xual harassment cases had not 
been approved.

In a separate case, authorities 
are looking for eyewitnesses of 
a traffic accident that occurred 
on Sunday in the Estrada Go-
vernador Nobre de Carvalho 
in Taipa, which involved a bus 
hitting and killing a pedestrian.

According to the report by the 
PSP, the bus was coming from 
Rotunda do Istmo and heading 
to Praça Ouvidor de Arriaga, 

and hit an 80 year-old local re-
sident on the Estrada Governa-
dor Nobre de Carvalho at arou-
nd 8:45a.m.

The pedestrian was transpor-
ted to the public hospital but 
was pronounced dead at arrival.

Tests performed on the bus 
driver found no alcohol or other 
substances in his blood and the 
PSP is calling on citizens that 
might have seen the accident to 
contact the PSP Traffic Depart-
ment.

two women fall for rental scheme 
a LOcaL insurance interme-
diary, a 27-year-old woman, has 
been accused by two other local 
women of swindling in a scheme 
involving an alleged renting of 
housing units at a lower price to 
then re-rent them to third parties 
for a higher amount. The two local 
women, a student and a real estate 
mediator also in their late twenties, 

reportedly invested HKD10,000 
and HKD68,000 respectively in 
such a scheme but immediately 
lost contact with the suspect after 
payment. The suspect was caught 
by the PJ on April 12 and admit-
ted to the crimes, saying that this 
rental arrangement never existed 
and that it was just an excuse to get 
money from the victims.
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Wong wants to create department 
for national security matters 

Government drops differentiated 
fares proposal, prices rise Saturday 
The government 

yesterday presen-
ted the final decision 
on the rise of the bus 
fares. In a press con-
ference, the director of 
the Transport Bureau, 
(DSAT) Lam Hin San, 
announced that every 
trip on public buses 
would cost, from this 
Saturday, MOP6. The 
adjusted fares have no 

inclusion of a fare for 
non-residents, an idea 
previously thought 
likely.

At the press conferen-
ce, Lam said, “In ope-
rational terms we feel 
that at this moment 
the proposal [of an ad-
ded differentiation] is 
not appropriate,” TDM 
reported.

As for payments 

made with a Macau 
Pass, holders will con-
tinue to benefit from 
special prices with a 
reduction to half-fare 
for the normal passes 
(MOP3) in the normal 
routes and to MOP4 on 
the express routes.

Students, elderly ci-
tizens (over 65) and 
people with disabili-
ties will all continue to 

benefit from specially 
reduced bus fares, in 
some cases not requi-
ring to pay at all.

After this update of 
bus fares, the first in 10 
years, the government 
expects to cut arou-
nd MOP150 million 
per year from the cur-
rent budget of around 
MOP1 billion that the 
government is said to 

spend annually to keep 
the buses running with 
low fares.

According to DSAT 
calculations, region’s 
public buses were ac-
countable for a total 
of 210 million trips 
last year, a figure that 
the government has 
forecast to increase by 
about 4 percent this 
year.

Julie Zhu

LOcaL authorities in-
tend to establish a new 
public department to ta-
ckle state security mat-

ters, Secretary for Security Wong 
Sio Chak revealed yesterday. 

On the sidelines of the inaugu-
ration ceremony for the director 
of the Public Security Forces Af-
fairs Bureau, Wong explained to 
the media that since 2009, back 
when Macau began enacting the 
National Security Law, there has 
been an absence of supplemen-
tary regulations to implement it 
successfully. 

“Actually, the establishing of a 
specialized organization is needed 
[to handle national security mat-
ters]. The same happens around 
the world regarding national se-
curity, [which] not only needs a 
law, but also needs a specialized 
organization to implement it. Sin-
ce state security works are very 
important, professional and spe-
cial, having such an organization 
to carry out related work is rea-
sonable,” said Wong, who noted 
that the state already has a com-
mittee responsible for matters of 
this nature. 

“Whether Macau also needs to 
establish a similar organization 
to conduct decision-making pro-
cesses concerning state security, 

[…] is actually the problem we are 
facing, as well as the entire socie-
ty,” declared Wong. “Each resi-
dent should think about how to 
better perform law enforcement 
works.” 

“It will not necessarily become a 
bureau level department. We will 
announce [the information to the 
public] at due time. Whether it 
will become an independent bu-
reau or a divisional department 
has not been decided yet,” said 
Wong. 

As for whether the prosecution 
authority will be the final depart-
ment handling these related ca-
ses, the Secretary affirmed that 
the Public Prosecution Office 
(MP) remains as the only super-
vision and investigation depart-
ment. 

“Even if we establish a specia-
lized investigation organization, 
our cases will eventually be deli-
vered to the MP,” Wong noted. 

When questioned by the Times 

if potential future demonstra-
tions organized by the public will 
be deemed a violation of the sta-
te security law, Wong explained 
that the security force always im-
plements the law according to its 
own regulations. 

“It abides by the regulations. It’s 

not like we implement the law 
the way we want it to be imple-
mented,” said Wong. 

According to Wong, informa-
tion about state security cases 
will be reported to the public, as 
well as information about other 
police force cases. 

“Macau’s crime investigation 
unfolds similarly to the whole 
world,” said Wong, adding that 
the investigation and prosecution 
“must be open” at certain stages. 

In addition, Wong indicated 
that the state security law will not 
affect the implementation of Ma-
cau’s internal security law, and 
further noted that it will also not 
be responsible for an increase in 
the number of people denied en-
try to Macau.

In 2009, the first version of the 
state security law covered seven 
crimes. 

Wong denied speaking about 
whether a new crime definition 
will be added. 

zheng: ‘mechanism has to be optimized’

IN 2009, Macau passed the Na-
tional Security Law, however there 
is no legislative detail regarding 
enforcement procedures or which 
bodies should be responsible for 
enforcing the law. On Sunday, the 
director of the Liaison Office Zheng 

Xiaosong called for a stronger 
mechanism to safeguard national 
security. “The execution mecha-
nism still has to be optimized. The 
leading mechanism of the national 
security task needs to be strength-
ened,” he told the press.

operators punished 
for traffic accidents

ONe OF the proposals announced 
by the director of the Transport 
Bureau, Lam Hin San, during the 
press conference held to announce 
the bus fare rise, was that the gov-
ernment might enforce penalties 
for bus companies involved in traf-
fic accidents. Lam explained that 
such penalties can be enforced in 
such a way that “companies that 
register a high number of road 
accidents will not have the same 
possibility to establish new routes 
contrary to other companies,” TDM 
reported. 

 
Even if we 
establish a 
specialized 
investigation 
organization, 
our cases will 
eventually be 
delivered to 
the MP.

WoNG SIo CHAK

CRIME

Resident accused of sexually 
harassing bus passenger

Wong Sio Chak (center), administers the swearing-in ceremony of the new director of the Public Security Forces Affairs Bureau, Kok Fong Mei
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 Casino stocks 
slumped after 
a rally last 
week, with an 
index of Macau 
gaming stocks 
dropping as 
much as 2.2 
percent

Hainan stocks, lottery shares 
soar on Xi’s gift to resort island

Mak Soi Kun calls for CCTV surveillance system
Lawmaker Mak 

Soi Kun has written 
an inquiry to the gover-
nment in which he sug-
gested the establishment 
of a CCTV surveillance 
Sky Net system. 

Mak began by recalling 
some of the recent cri-
mes committed across 
town and praised the 
police force for having 

solved them quickly.
“However, security is 

like seeing a doctor: pre-
vention is better than 
treatment […] the so-
cial environment chan-
ges dramatically in one 
second; different crime 
methods continuous-
ly surface, and Macau 
is positively joining 
the development of the 

Greater Bay Area. As 
economies merge and 
communication among 
human resources occurs 
more frequently, the 
room for cross-border 
crimes increases as well 
as the possibility of ter-
rorist attacks,” Mak de-
clared. 

“Some residents asked 
me to ask the govern-

ment if the adminis-
tration authority shou-
ld enhance the use of 
more advanced techno-
logies. Some residents 
suggested that besides 
installing more CCTV 
cameras, [Macau] can 
refer to [the] mainland’s 
practice of using artifi-
cial intelligence and big 
data to predict events, 

thus establishing a Ma-
cau Sky Net,” said Mak, 
adding that Macau “can 
introduce a real-time 
pedestrian detection 
system in order to es-
tablish a three-dimen-
sional social security 
prevention and control 
system.”

“The power of the po-
lice is limited, whereas 

the power of the people 
is unlimited. Will the 
administration autho-
rity upgrade the CCTV 
surveillance cameras 
into a CCTV surveillan-
ce sky net, [besides the 
cooperation] among 
the administration au-
thority, related schools 
and associations?” Mak 
asked.

INvestOrs snapped up any 
stocks attached to Hainan, 

seeking to capitalize on Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s efforts to 
boost the economy of the island 
resort.

Lottery, travel and infrastructu-
re stocks were among the biggest 
gainers in Shanghai and Hong 
Kong yesterday, after China un-
veiled measures over the weekend 
to transform the island popularly 
known as “China’s Hawaii.” The 
initiatives, which coincided with 
the 30th anniversary of Hainan 
as a special economic zone, ran-
ged from a fund to help turn the 
province into a free trade port, 
prioritizing tourism to supporting 
the development of horse racing 
and sports lotteries.

Here are some businesses that 
stand to win or lose from the 
move:

PrOPerty, resOrt 
DeveLOPmeNts 

Hainan’s property tycoons 
have poured billions of dollars 
into luxury resorts, theme parks 
and convention space but many 
are far from fully utilized. With 
the State Council citing a mo-
vie festival and an international 
merchandise fair as events that 
Hainan should organize, develo-
pers like Antaeus Group, whose 
USD1.6 billion Mangrove Tree 
resorts were specifically desig-
ned for such large-scale events, 
may see their investments pay off. 
Here are some other developers 
that stand to benefit.

LawtON DeveLOPmeNt 
The Hainan-based company in-

volved in hotels and building re-
novations, was among the biggest 
winners on Monday, as its shares 
climbed to the daily limit of 10 
percent in Shanghai trading.

mGm resOrts 
INterNatIONaL  

The casino operator opened 
a Hainan hotel, MGM Grand 
Sanya, in 2012 and plans at least 
two more with joint venture part-
ner Diaoyutai State Guesthouse.

FOsuN INterNatIONaL  
Its $1.6 billion Atlantis resort, 

which boasts underwater hotel 
suites and a water park, is due to 
open in May  Phoenix Island  The 
luxury resort, built on an artifi-
cial archipelago, has a cruise ship 
terminal and high-end timeshare 
apartments  China Evergrande 

Group  China’s third-largest de-
veloper is building another ar-
tificial archipelago off Hainan’s 
northwest coast, which will house 
convention centers, theme parks 
and malls

tOurIsm FIrms,  
Duty-Free shOPs 

Hainan has so far failed to beco-
me a popular international tourist 
destination like Macau or Bali. Of 
the 67 million visitors that trekked 
to the island last year, a little over 
a million were from overseas. The 
new policies will give a needed jolt 
to the $13 billion tourism indus-
try, with domestic operators like 
Tuniu Corp., which is linked to 
Hainan’s HNA Tourism Group, 
getting a boost.

Duty-free shops are also likely to 
sprout across the island, with sta-
te-owned China Duty Free Group 
Co. enjoying an incumbent ad-
vantage over new rivals.

Hong Kong retail sales, ha-
ving rebounded from a two-year 
slump, may be at risk if Chinese 
families find it more attractive 
to vacation and shop in Hainan. 
Luxury brands such as LVMH 
Moet Hennessy Louis Vuitton SE 
and Kering SA may need to shift 
strategies to tap into the duty-free 
market in Hainan.

“It is inevitable that Chinese 
shoppers will divert purchases of 
pricier items from Hong Kong to 
Hainan,” said Bloomberg Inte-
lligence analyst Catherine Lim. 
“This is bound to hurt Hong Kong 
retail sales going forward.”

macau casINO OPeratOrs 
tO assess rIsks

Any shift in China’s approach 
toward gambling could end up 
threatening the $33 billion casi-
no industry in Macau - the wor-
ld’s largest gaming center with 
revenues five times that of Las 
Vegas - as well as other casino 
hubs in the region.

Macau has been trying to at-
tract Chinese tourists and fa-
milies, while gaming operators 
from countries like Vietnam 
and Australia are building casi-
no resorts that target Chinese. 
Gaming in Hainan would divert 
the torrent of gambling-loving 
Chinese away from these ri-
val hubs, while limiting capital 
outflow and ensuring gaming 
revenue stays in the mainland 
economy.

While foreign operators inclu-
ding Las Vegas Sands Corp. and 
Wynn Resorts Ltd. get the bulk 
of gambling earnings in Macau, 
Hainan could favor local deve-
lopers and operators to dovetail 
with Xi’s emphasis on a resur-
gent China taking a more pro-
minent position on the world 
stage.

Casino stocks slumped after 
a rally last week, with an index 
of Macau gaming stocks dro-
pping as much as 2.2 percent, 
with Wynn Macau Ltd. and Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group Ltd. 
falling more than 3 percent. 
Shares of lottery companies gai-
ned, with RexLot Holdings Ltd. 
soaring as much as 29 percent in 
Hong Kong trading.

reLIeF FOr hNa GrOuP
The plan will come as relief for 

HNA Group, the embattled con-
glomerate that grew out of Hai-
nan and has been selling assets 
around the world as it faces a 
cash crunch. Its network of com-
panies, ranging from airlines to 
logistics operators, will likely re-
ceive a boost across the board.

HNA stocks rallied on Monday, 
with HNA Infrastructure Co. 
gaining as much as 19 percent 
and HNA Innovation Co., a pro-
vider of travel services, jumping 
10 percent.

Owned by HNA, Hainan Airli-
nes flies 1,400 domestic and in-
ternational routes to more than 
110 cities worldwide HNA In-
frastructure Co.  The subsidiary 

leases commercial and retail 
space at Hainan’s Meilan Air-
port and also generates income 
from ground handling services 
and passenger services charges 
CWT International  HNA last 
year acquired Singapore’s CWT, 
a logistics operator that owns 
millions of square feet of wa-
rehouse space globally

More Good News for EV 
Makers

China will control the num-
ber of vehicles in Hainan in 
“ a scientific way,” in a bid to 
make the island a place with a 
“green lifestyle,” according to 
the official Xinhua News Agen-
cy. Xi’s administration is due to 
implement new-energy vehicle 
production quotas, targeting a 
seven-fold increase in sales and 
considering a wholesale ban on 
gas guzzlers as China tries to cut 
air pollution and reliance on im-
ported oil. If Hainan becomes 
the pilot ground for the gover-
nment’s new policies, manufac-
turers such as Warren Buffet-
t-backed BYD Co., SAIC Motor 
Corp., BAIC Motor Corp. and 
Geely Automobile Holdings Ltd. 
stand to win. MDT/Bloomberg
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Macau will 
launch two 

new State Key La-
boratories this 
year, according to 
a statement relea-
sed by the Science 
and Technology 
Development Fund 
(FDCT) last week. 

The two resear-
ch labs, the first at 
the University of 
Macau (UM) and 
the other at the 
Macau University 
of Science and Te-
chnology (MUST), 
have already been 
completed.

The State Key La-
boratory of Smart 
City Internet, loca-
ted at the UM, will 
focus on smart ci-
ties and the Inter-
net of Things.

The  Lunar and 
Planetary Science 
Laboratory, located 
at MUST, will focus 
on astronomy. 

ChINa’s Ministry 
of Education un-
veiled its gift, “The 
Wall of Great Wis-

dom,” to the University of 
Macau yesterday, symboli-
zing the university’s effort 
to promote Chinese tradi-
tions, culture, and virtues.

The sculpture bears UM’s 
university motto and re-
presents its goal to produ-
ce graduates with “great 
knowledge and great cha-
racter,” the university in-
formed in a statement.

During a visit to Macau, 
Chen Baosheng, China’s 
Minister of Education, said 
that the “Wall of Great Wis-
dom” also conveys the high 
expectations of the central 
government for the univer-
sity, adding that it repre-
sents new requirements for 
UM members.

Chen also recalled that in 
1985, the Ministry of Edu-
cation gave the “Nine Dra-
gon Wall” to UM as a gift 
which conveyed the hope 
for the university’s fast de-

Guo Zhiwei, de-
puty secretary of 
the department 
of basic research 
of the Ministry of 
Science and Tech-
nology of China, 
visited both labs 
earlier this week. 

Guo said that the 
labs’ applications 
for State Key sta-
tus require modi-
fications in terms 
of research topics, 
content and team 
structures. He ad-
ded that China’s 
Ministry of Scien-
ce and Technolo-
gy will work with 
FDCT and try to 
complete both labs’ 
applications wi-
thin the first half of 
2018. 

Upon securing 
State Key status, 
each lab will re-
ceive a three-year 
budget of MOP24 
million.

velopment with the support 
of the local community and 
the central government. 

Meanwhile, UM rector 
Yonghua Song explained 
the design of the Wall of 
Great Wisdom, noting that 
the inscription of tradi-
tional values conveys the 
expectation that UM will 
promote fine Chinese tradi-
tions and culture. 

On the same day, the un-
veiling ceremony for the 
Confucius Institute at UM 
was officiated.

The Confucius Institute at 
UM has the unique advan-
tage of being located in a 
multilingual and multicul-
tural society that is a spe-
cial administrative region 
to which a special political 
system applies, UM noted.

SCIEnCE 

Two new State 
Key labs expected 
this year

The institute will make 
full use of this advantage 
to pursue international col-
laboration, especially with 
Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries, in Chinese language 
teaching, learning, and tea-
cher training.

It also aims to establish 
a communication platform 
to promote such collabora-
tion. 

China’s education minister 
unveils gift to UM
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The Secretary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, Alexis Tam, visited several health 

facilities on Friday, including the upcoming 
Ilha Verde Health Care Center and the new 
hospital pharmacy of the Conde de São 
Januário Hospital Center (CHCSJ) where 
he presided on the new facility’s inaugura-
tion ceremony to celebrate the completion of 
expansion works, the Health Bureau (SSM) 
informed in a statement.

With a total area of   8,728 square me-
ters, the new Ilha Verde Health Care 
Center will be the largest health care cen-
ter of the region, and will open this sum-
mer to provide health services for an ex-
pected population of 96,000 residents. 
The SSM also noted that services have al-
ready been scheduled for the opening of the 
center, and health care personnel have al-
ready been allocated.

Once open, this will be the third health care 
center located in the Northern area of Macau. 
The two other health care centers in Areia 
Preta and Fai Chi Kei will be also reorganized 
to provide better services to residents in the 
area, especially in the treatment of dementia 
and in the provision of services for children 
with special needs, physiotherapy, and others. 
The new facilities of the Ilha Verde Health 
Care Centre first underwent expansion and 
renovation works between July and Decem-
ber last year to add more space to the patien-
ts’ waiting area, and add new service coun-
ters to reduce the waiting time of patients at 
the pharmacy. 

During the visit to the facilities, the Se-
cretary took note of the procedures for the 
collection, verification and delivery of me-
dicines, and observed the operation of the 
new automatic dispensing machine opened 
last February. The new equipment was said 
to cut down on the waiting time for dispen-
sing drugs by approximately one third, ac-
cording to data from the SSM from March. 
The new automatic dispensing machine 
has the capability to dispense 2,400 bo-
xes of medicine per hour and has a sto-
rage capacity of 13,500 medicine boxes. 
It can also automatically perform an inven-
tory of the medicine stock and verify the 
expiration period of stored medicines, thus 
reducing waiting time and increasing the 
precision and quality of dispensing. 

HEalTH 

Tam tours new 
health facilities, 
inaugurates new 
pharmacy

Gov’t cracks down on 
illegal constructions 

Cigarettes caused 18 fires in Q1 
Julie Zhu

Data from the Fire 
Services Bureau 

(CB) for the first quar-
ter of 2018 shows that 
the number of inciden-
ts has increased 5.52 
percent from the same 
period last year, with 
11,616 incidents repor-
ted compared to 11,008 
incidents in 2017. 

The number of inci-
dents when fire alarms 
were triggered was 259, 
up 7.92 percent year-on- 
year. 92 of these, or 
35.52%, were caused 
by unattended stoves or 
flames.

David Tsang, First Di-
visional Officer of CB, 
said 18 fire alarms were 
triggered by cigarette 
butts, “more or less the 
same” compared to last 
year. 

The CB dispatched 
ambulances 10,092 ti-
mes, an annual increase 
of seven percent from 
660 times last year.

“Although the increa-
se in ambulance atten-
dance has slowed, the 
rescue resources are 
still limited and we call 
for all of Macau’s public 
to carefully consider 
whether the use of an 
ambulance is appro-

priate and to save the 
resources for those who 
really need it,” added 
Tsang.

In order to educate 
the public, the CB orga-
nized 63 lectures on fire 
protection, prevention 
of abusive use of ambu-
lances and fuel safety. 
5,255 people attended 
these lectures.

About 11 exercises on 
the use of fire extin-
guishers were organi-
zed, which were atten-
ded by 393 people.

Approximately 32,396 
pamphlets, posters and 
guides for fire preven-
tion were distributed.

The department also 
organized 18 evacua-
tion exercises and other 
kinds of emergency 
preparation demons-
trations, with 5,472 
people participating.

CB carried out 1,971 
fire safety inspections 
in the first quarter, in 
addition to 624 inspec-
tions concerning fuel 
safety in oil stations, 
oil storage centers and 
restaurant fuel su-
ppliers. 

When discussing CB’s 
preparation for the co-
ming typhoon season, 
Tsang said that “after 
having gone through 

last year’s typhoon di-
saster, CB made shor-
t-term, medium-term, 
and long-term plans. 
CB has already added 
15 more reporting hotli-
nes, and has purchased 
some equipment, and 
did some exercises with 
the Macau Customs 
Services.”

“Later, we will carry 
out … internal research 
regarding cooperating 
with the Civil Protec-
tion Center to do a re-
lative drill,” he finished. 

According to Tsang, 
the new equipment 
will arrive in one to two 
months. 

The Land, Public 
Works and Trans-
port Bureau (DS-
SOPT) has annou-

nced its intention to crack 
down on several illegal cons-
truction sites in Macau.

In a statement, the DS-
SOPT informed that the Per-
manent Inter-Departmental 
Working Group for Demoli-
tion and Vacating of Illegal 
Construction had recently 
taken steps to demolish clan-
destine construction opera-
tions located on the rooftop 
of two high-rise buildings in 
the Areia Preta District, as 
well as in Taipa.

The bureau explained that 
it had verified that these 
illegal structures consisted 
of a metal structure, roof 
with a net. It was ordered 
that the people responsible 
for creating the illegal struc-
tures were to immediately 
demolish them and restore 

the tampered rooftop areas 
in accordance with DSSOPT 
procedures. 

However, as those respon-
sible did not proceed with the 
removal within the required 
time period, the Group for 
Demolition and Vacating of 
Illegal Construction procee-

ded with the demolition at 
the end of last month.

DSSOPT has performed a 
similar process following a 
complaint received regar-
ding a building located at 
Rua de Chaves in Taipa. A 
further inspection of the ve-
nue revealed that refurbish-

ment works on the rooftop 
have been completed, inclu-
ding the buildup of a wall 
with a glass window and with 
a metallic awning covering.

Similarly to the first case, 
the Group for Demolition 
and Vacating of Illegal Cons-
truction proceeded with the 
demolition, which concluded 
at the end of March, as no 
response was received from 
the people responsible for 
the illegal construction.

The bureau also said that 
after the demolishing works 
concluded, it initiated the 
process to be refunded on 
the costs by the owners or 
responsible people for the 
works. The refund process 
will be handled by the Fi-
nancial Services Bureau. 
In the same statement, the 
DSSOPT called on all citi-
zens to refrain from carrying 
out illegal works and stres-
sed that it will closely conti-
nue to oversee all suspicious 
activities, especially any 
works that might obstruct 
firefighters and/or other res-
cue teams in emergency si-
tuations, or otherwise cons-
titute a risk to public safety 
and hygiene. 
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mgm hosts activities to raise social 
inclusion awareness

BNU yesterday held its Taipa 
Flower City Branch Opening 
Ceremony, marking its 20th 
branch across Macau, Heng-
qin and Zhuhai.

The newly finished Taipa 

MGM once again sponsored 
the Conference on Inclusive 
Education, Sports and Social 
Media as one of its initiatives 
to raise public awareness of 
social inclusion. 

The conference, held at MGM 
Cotai’s Ballroom yesterday, 

bnu opens new branch in taipa pa Flower City Branch, this new 
branch provides the Advantage 
Service, focused on affluent cus-
tomers, aiming to bring a new 
banking experience to customers.

In further news, BNU annou-
nced that it will open a new 
branch at the N1 building of 
the University of Macau in the 
second half of the year.

BNU stated that these ex-
pansions are part of the bank’s 
efforts regarding the economic 
development of the city.

Pedro Cardoso, CEO of 
BNU, officiated the ceremony, 
along with other guests in-
cluding Vítor Sereno, Consul 
General of Portugal in Macau 
and Hong Kong, and Deborah 
Ng, Member of the Macao Mo-
netary Authority Administrative 
Commission, amongst others.

speakers was invited to share 
insights on the topic of social 
inclusion at the conference 
which was attended by nearly 
400 audience members from 
various fields, according to a 
statement issued by the ga-
ming operator. 

According to that statement, 
the event highlighted the im-
portance of creating a more 
welcoming and inclusive world 
for all, in which individual dif-
ferences are appreciated and 
respected.

On the day of the conference, 
more than 100 athletes with di-
sabilities gathered at MGM Co-
tai’s Ballroom Foyer for an art 
workshop, and together crea-
ted designs for mannequins, 
motorbike toy models, helmets 
and more. 

Flower City Branch provides a 
larger area and a more con-
venient environment for cus-
tomers, according to a state-
ment issued by the bank.

Compared to the previous Tai-

was the beginning of a series 
of activities planned throu-
ghout the year to further pro-
mote social inclusion through 
art workshops and sporting 
events during the month of 
April.

A line-up of international 

Phil Serafino

ELDOraDO Resorts Inc. and 
real-estate company Gaming 

and Leisure Properties Inc. are tea-
ming up to buy Carl Icahn’s casino 
operator, Tropicana Entertainment 
Inc., for USD1.85 billion in cash, 
adding to a wave of consolidation 
in the gambling industry.

Gaming & Leisure will pay $1.21 
billion for most of Tropicana’s ca-
sinos and will lease the properties 
to Eldorado, the buyers said in sta-
tements yesterday. Eldorado will 
pay the remaining $640 million of 
the purchase price. The boards of 
all three companies have approved 
the deal.

The sale is Icahn’s second in about 
a week. On April 10, the billionaire 
investor agreed to sell auto-par-
ts maker Federal-Mogul LLC to 
competitor Tenneco Inc. for $5.4 
billion.

With yesterday’s deal, Eldorado 
will gain seven casinos in six sta-
tes, including two in its home state 
of Nevada. The acquisition is the 
second big deal that Eldorado has 
announced in about 18 months. 
The Reno-based company bought 
Isle of Capri Casinos Inc. in May 
for $1.1 billion. Gaming & Leisure, 
a real-estate investment trust based 
in Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, also 
has been an active buyer, purcha-
sing Pinnacle Entertainment Inc.’s 
properties in 2016 for about $1.7 
billion.

Separately yesterday, Eldorado 
agreed to buy the Grand Victo-
ria Casino in Elgin, Illinois, for 
$327.5 million in cash from MGM 
Resorts International and its ven-
ture partner.

Eldorado shares climbed as 
much as 15 percent to $41 in early 
trading in New York. They had al-
ready gained 7.7 percent this year 
through Friday’s close.

Icahn bought a stake in Tropi-
cana in 2008 when the casino 
company was bankrupt, accor-
ding to a statement from Icahn 
Enterprises LP. Casino companies 
have embraced REITS since Penn 
National Gaming Inc. spun off its 
real estate into Gaming & Leisure 
in November 2013. REITS don’t 
pay federal income tax, passing 
earnings directly to shareholders 
instead.

The Tropicana purchase annou-
nced yesterday is expected to close 
by the end of this year, the com-
panies said. Its completion is sub-
ject to customary conditions, in-
cluding the approval of Tropicana 
shareholders, Icahn Enterprises 
said in a regulatory filing. Termi-
nation of the agreement by either 
side is subject to a termination fee 
of $92.5 million, according to the 
filing.

The transaction doesn’t inclu-
de Tropicana’s Aruba assets, 
which will be sold as a condition 
of the deal closing and add to its 
value. Bloomberg

Korean Air senior Vice President Cho Hyun-min

GaMInG 

Icahn to sell Tropicana 
for USD1.85 billion 
to Eldorado, REIT

Korean Air suspends 
‘nut rage’ sister from 
work over tantrum
Youkyung Lee, Seoul

KOreaN Air Lines 
said yesterday it has 
suspended one of its 
chairman’s daugh-

ters from her marketing work 
after she threw a tantrum at a 
business meeting, triggering 
public outrage and a police 
investigation.

The daughter, Cho Hyun-
min, also known as Emily 
Cho, is the younger sister of 
another Korean Air executi-
ve whose onboard “nut rage” 
outburst delayed a flight in 
2014.

The flag carrier said Cho, 
a senior vice president, was 
suspended from work star-
ting yesterday. It said it will 
take further action following 
the police investigation.

Cho allegedly hurled a cup 
of water at an ad agency of-
ficial during a meeting last 
month. She later apologized 
on Facebook, saying the ou-

tburst was sparked by her 
passion for commercials. 
Cho oversaw the company’s 
marketing and commercials.

“I apologize for my foolish 
behavior,” she said on Face-
book. “It is my big fault that 
I could not control my emo-
tions.”

Cho’s sister, Hyun-ah, 
achieved worldwide notoriety 
after delaying a flight at John 
F. Kennedy Airport over the 
way nuts were served.

The police investigation 
will determine whether Cho 
threw the water on the floor, 
as Korean Air maintains, or 
toward the ad agency offi-
cial’s face, as some media re-
port, which could constitute 
physical assault.

The case is seen as the la-
test abuse of power by elite 
business families which exer-
cise outsized influence over 
publicly listed companies in 
South Korea, even though the 
families are not majority sha-

reholders. Members of the 
founding families of giant bu-
siness groups called chaebol, 
often including the second or 
third generations, are trea-
ted as “emperors.” Although 
Korean Air Lines is a listed 
company, Cho’s older sister’s 
anger over macadamia nuts 
being served in a bag, not on 
a plate, was powerful enough 
to force the taxiing flight to 
return to the gate.

More than 56,000 South 
Koreans have signed a peti-
tion submitted to the presi-
dential office asking the go-
vernment to stop Korean Air 
from using the word “Korea” 
in its name and stop using a 
logo resembling the national 
flag.

“There is a huge chance that 
foreigners who read the news 
about the founding family’s 
abuse of power would as-
sume that it is part of South 
Korea’s national image,” the 
petition read. AP
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nothing 
my father 
organized was 
ever political. 
It was always 
just religious or 
charitable.

BEN CAo 

Yanan Wang, Beijing

The Rev. John Sanqiang 
Cao paid no more than three 

dollars for the trip that would 
end up costing him his freedom.

For years, he and fellow Chine-
se Christian teachers would cross 
the river on a narrow bamboo 
raft from a tree-shrouded bank in 
southern China into neighboring 
Myanmar, carrying with them 
notebooks, pencils and Bibles. 
The journey that enabled the 
missionaries to slip between the 
countries — a distance no greater 
than 9 meters — always happe-
ned in broad daylight, according 
to a U.S.-based missionary who 
traveled with Cao.

The ride on March 5, 2017, 
was different. Cao and a tea-
cher were on a raft returning to 
Yunnan province when they saw 
Chinese security agents waiting 
for them on the shore. Decades 
of work in China’s clandestine 
“house” churches and unofficial 
Bible schools had prepared the 
prominent 58-year-old Christian 
leader for this moment. He qui-
ckly threw his cellphone into the 
water, protecting the identities of 
more than 50 Chinese teachers 
he had recruited to give ethnic 
minority Burmese children a free 
education rooted in Christianity.

But Cao himself could not esca-
pe. He was sentenced last month 
to seven years in prison for “or-
ganizing others to illegally cross 
the border” — a crime more 
commonly applied to human 
traffickers. His American sons 
and Christian colleagues — who 
have not been allowed contact 
with him since his arrest — spoke 
about the case for the first time 
to The Associated Press, arguing 

that the pastor’s sentence should 
be reduced in light of his huma-
nitarian work.

“Nothing my father organized 
was ever political. It was always 
just religious or charitable,” said 
Ben Cao, the pastor’s 23-year-old 
son, a U.S. citizen living in Char-
lotte, North Carolina. “We hope 
that China will be merciful, and 
see that my father’s intentions 
were good.”

Cao’s punishment was handed 
down as Beijing pursues a plan 
to “sinicize” the country’s major 
religions, eliminate “foreign in-
fluence” and align faiths more 
closely with the atheist ruling 
Communist Party’s own doctri-
nes. Analysts say the government 
increasingly views Christianity’s 
rise in China as a threat to its 
rule, and may be using promi-
nent figures such as Cao as an 
example to intimidate nascent 
movements.

The pastor’s case also appears 
to show the party wants to ex-
tend its control over the activi-
ties of China’s faithful even when 
they are abroad.

“This reflects the tightening en-
vironment under President Xi 
(Jinping) against any kind of re-
ligious independence,” said Cao’s 
longtime friend Bob Fu, a Texas
-based Christian rights activist. 
“In the past when they talked 
about foreign infiltration, they 
were referring to the activities of 
foreign missionaries inside Chi-
na, but that has now expanded 
to include Chinese missionaries 
going overseas.”

New religious regulations im-
plemented in February stipula-
te that Chinese nationals who 
leave the country for religious 
purposes without government 

authorization could be fined up 
to 200,000 yuan (USD31,780). 
Meanwhile, leaders of churches 
not approved by the state have 
reported being prevented from 
leaving mainland China outright.

A U.S. State Department 
spokesman told the AP that 
Washington is “deeply concer-
ned” about Cao’s sentence and 
has urged China to release him as 
a U.S. legal permanent resident 
on “humanitarian grounds.” Cao 
intends to retire and return to 
his family in America once he is 
freed, the spokesman said.

Chris Smith, a New Jersey con-
gressman who chairs a House 
subcommittee on human rights, 
said in a statement that “Pastor 
Cao’s name should be on Presi-
dent Trump’s lips whenever he 
talks to Xi Jinping,” China’s pre-
sident.

Cao was 20 years old when he 
met an American Christian cou-
ple who were sightseeing in his 
hometown in central Hunan 
province. They gave him his first 
Bible and exchanged letters with 
him about Christianity. Cao, the 
eldest son of teachers, told them 

that he listened to the evangelist 
Billy Graham’s radio broadcasts 
and felt called to pastor the Chi-
nese people.

So even after marrying an 
American woman, completing 
seminary studies in New York 
and pastoring a Chinese-Ame-
rican congregation in North Ca-
rolina, Cao retained his Chinese 
citizenship and split his time be-
tween the countries.

He became heavily involved 
with China’s “house” churches 
— Protestant congregations that 
are not state-sanctioned but 
which local authorities have in 
many cases tolerated. Cao fou-
nded more than a dozen Bible 
boarding schools in central and 
southern China that trained 
teenagers from poor Christian 
families to become unofficial 
pastors. Some later became tea-
chers at the schools Cao built in 
Myanmar.

Most of the schools have been 
raided and shut down by security 
agents in recent years, Cao’s su-
pporters say.

Amos Cao, the pastor’s 26-year
-old son, said Cao has a magnetic 
presence that made him a natu-
ral teacher. He loves telling self-
deprecating bilingual jokes, and 
ran a website that explained En-
glish idioms in Chinese.

“I traveled at least 5,000 miles, 
mostly by train, hard-seat class 
or bus,” Cao once described his 
work in a letter to supporters. 
“Praise the Lord, He has sustai-
ned me and kept me in good sha-
pe. I lost five pounds!”

When earthquakes struck Si-
chuan province in 2008, and Ne-
pal in 2015, Cao flew in to help 
victims, his fellow missionaries 
said, buying clothes for them 

even as he wore the same grey 
jacket and shoes for years.

“My father always tried to save 
as much money as possible so he 
could give it away,” Ben Cao said.

Christianity’s rapid growth, ca-
pacity to mobilize and resilience 
through harsh periods of perse-
cution make it appear as a threat 
to the Communist Party, analys-
ts say, particularly given its link 
to Western civilization.

“I suspect (Cao) was singled out 
for this arrest,” said Xi Lian, a 
scholar of Christianity in China 
at Duke University. Lian noted 
that pastors with “lower visibili-
ty” have been doing similar work 
along the China-Myanmar bor-
der with no repercussions, but 
Cao’s prominence in the house 
church networks made him “the 
kind of person that may make the 
Chinese government nervous.”

There are now more than 38 
million Protestants in China, 
according to official estimates, 
and experts have predicted that 
the country will have the world’s 
largest Christian population in a 
few decades.

A Chinese Christian teacher ar-
rested with Cao was convicted of 
a lesser crime and has since been 
released. Cao’s lawyer Liu Peifu 
said he believed the pastor’s re-
ligious organizing was a “factor” 
in his sentence, which Liu has 
appealed.

Cao tried to get state approval 
for many of his projects, Ben Cao 
said. He handed over a primary 
school and health clinic he esta-
blished to local authorities, and 
did not resist when officials asked 
him to halt certain undertakings.

Still, Cao was under constant 
surveillance. Darek Jarmola, 
an American teacher who leads 
Christian youth trips, recalled 
noticing someone taking pictu-
res of him and Cao while they 
were having dinner in Hunan 
last January.

Cao shrugged it off, Jarmola 
said. “I haven’t done anything 
wrong, and if I do, they can ar-
rest me,” he told Jarmola.

The pastor was frequently cal-
led in to meet with security agen-
ts who questioned him about his 
recruitment of Chinese volun-
teers to build more than a dozen 
schools in Myanmar’s Wa state, 
Fu said.

“There were no secrets,” Fu 
said.  “He always believed that he 
operated with the government’s 
tacit blessing.”

Yunnan’s Menglian County 
Detention Center, where Cao is 
being held, repeatedly declined 
to comment on his case. The 
county’s religious affairs office 
said they were not aware of it.

“The government chose the 
right church to persecute,” Cao 
once wrote in a letter describing 
the resilience of house churches. 
“Time has proven ... that God is 
still alive and well in China.” AP

REv. JoHn SanqIanG Cao

Jailed Chinese pastor’s US family seeks mercy

In this May 2014, photo released by Ben Cao, Rev. John Sanqiang Cao (center), poses for a photo with members of the Kachin minority group in Wa State, Myanmar
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Tech TiTans should brace 
for some media humiliTy
Tim Culpan & Shuli Ren, Bloomberg 
Gadfly

Tech or media?
What to many people is an esoteric 

question could end up making a multi-
billion-dollar difference to Chinese com-
panies that serve up content ranging 
from jokes to gossip.

Technology firms, those groun-
d-breaking companies with research 
teams hard at work building moats, are 
more highly prized than media counter-
parts that merely provide content. In the 
S&P 500, for example, tech firms trade 
as high as 30 times earnings, with sof-
tware players leading the field - a handy 
premium over media companies at 17.5 
times. 

Facebook Inc. feels this pain. A drop 
in its P/E ratio was exacerbated by the 
Cambridge Analytica scandal, which re-
minded the world that advertising is the 
company’s business model. From 32 
times forward earnings two years ago, 
Zuckerberg’s monster is now trading at 
17.9 times. 

In China, there no longer seems to be 
any debate on the matter.

Since Beijing can (and often does) step 
in to decide what’s allowed across sear-
ch, social media and news, it’s clear that 
regulators see these companies as more 
than just technology providers offering a 
neutral platform.

China wants tech companies on its 
stock exchanges and is prepared to roll 
out the red carpet to make that happen, 
including possibly introducing Chinese 
depositary receipts. Taiwan’s Foxconn 
Technology Group was the beneficiary 
of this warm welcome when its Foxconn 
Industrial Internet Co. unit won listing 
approval in record time.

Foxconn is just the kind of company 
President Xi Jinping wants.

Vulgar content, not so much. That’s the 
label regulators gave to Neihan Duanzi, 
an app developed by Toutiao, one of the 
country’s hippest startups. The forum 
for sometimes off-color jokes, and other 
apps including some run by Tencent Hol-
dings Ltd., was ordered to shut last week.

Weibo Corp. made clear it’s a media 
company when it announced April 13 that 
it would delete posts relating to gay cul-
ture as part of a three-month “cleanup,” 
prompting a swift backlash from users.

Yet Weibo’s 125 percent rally over the 
last year - to a market value exceeding 
that of Twitter Inc. - puts the stock at 41 
times 2018 earnings, in the realm of tech 
companies, not media players. Analysts 
see Weibo’s revenue growing 57 percent 
this year, with EPS rising 76 percent.

Startups are also thinking a little highly 
of themselves. Toutiao parent Beijing 
Bytedance Technology Co., which coun-
ts Sequoia Capital China, DST Global 
and Source Code Capital as investors, is 
already valued at USD11 billion, accor-
ding to CB Insights. But unicorn status 
and four rounds of funding clearly aren’t 
enough: The Information reported in De-
cember that Bytedance is looking to a 
$30 billion valuation. 

China is now fast-tracking the IPO 
process for technology companies and 
easing profitability requirements. But he-
re’s the rub: The innovative companies 
Beijing wants must operate in fields of 
importance to national security, such as 
big data, cloud computing and artificial 
intelligence. Silly jokes and human rights 
don’t count.

So listed companies had better prepare 
for new valuation models. And startups 
might be better off not even attempting a 
Chinese IPO.

Joe McDonald, Beijing

FacING a possible 
U.S. tariff hike, one 
of China’s biggest ball 
bearing makers, Ci-

xin Group, is weighing plans 
to rush shipments to Ameri-
can customers before the in-
crease makes its sales unpro-
fitable.

The company in the eastern 
city of Ningbo is among ex-
porters of goods from motor-
cycle parts to electronics that 
are scrambling to cope with 
President Donald Trump’s 
higher duties by shipping 
early, raising prices or fin-
ding new markets.

The 25 percent increase 
would turn Cixin’s profits 
to losses in the U.S. market, 
which takes 30 percent of its 
exports, according to Wang 
Liqiang, a company manager.

“We are considering manu-
facturing as many ball bea-
rings as possible for the U.S. 
market before the imposition 
of tariffs,” said Wang. “We 
can do it by working overti-
me.”

Some companies are 
looking at ways to hide their 
Chinese origin by shipping 
goods through other coun-
tries.

“Maybe customers will buy 
from South America, and 
then South America sells to 
the U.S.,” said Yvonne Yuan, 
a sales manager for Shenzhen 
Tianya Lighting Co., a manu-
facturer of LED bulbs.

Trump says higher duties 
on USD50 billion of Chinese 

goods are meant to punish 
Beijing for stealing or pres-
suring foreign companies to 
hand over foreign technolo-
gy.

The plan targets goods U.S. 
officials say benefit from 
improper Chinese policies 
including machinery, indus-
trial components and aeros-
pace, telecoms and other te-
chnology.

Trump left time to negotia-
te. A public comment period 
runs through May 11, with a 
hearing scheduled May 15.

Economists and Chinese 
officials say the tariff hike’s 
overall impact on China 
should be limited. But for 
exporters that depend on the 
U.S. market, the potential 
costs are alarming.

Knock-on effects could 
greatly increase the impact, 
Moody’s Investors Service 
researchers said in a report. 
It said that Chinese manu-
facturers that supply inputs 
to targeted sectors would see 
reduced demand and more 
pricing pressure, spreading 
the effects of tariffs deeper 
into the Chinese economy. 
Manufacturing and proces-
sing of metals and metal 
products, as the key input 
sectors for technology-pro-
duct manufacturing, would 
be hurt the most.

Chinese exporters supply 
most of the world’s mobile 
phones, personal computers, 
televisions, toys and other 
light manufactured goods 
from thousands of factories.

They are flexible and re-

sourceful but many are stru-
ggling with higher costs and 
slowing demand. China’s to-
tal exports last year rose 7.9 
percent, down from the hea-
dy double-digit rates of the 
past decade.

The United States buys 
about 20 percent of China’s 
exports. But Americans are 
especially important to ex-
porters because they buy 
electronics and other high-
value goods, including many 
targeted by Trump’s tariffs.

Some exporters already are 
reeling from previous U.S. 
tariff increases of up to 500 
percent on washing machi-
nes, solar modules and some 
metal products, meant to of-
fset what the Trump admi-
nistration says are improper 
subsidies that allow them to 
sell at unfairly low prices.

Others are confident Ame-
rican customers cannot do 
without them.

Makers of motorcycle com-
ponents plan to use that le-
verage to ask buyers to split 
the cost if tariffs rise, said 
Pan Jianle, an official of the 
Motorcycle Parts Association 
in Wenzhou. She said they 
export worldwide but the 
United States is their No. 1 
market.

“The U.S. motorcycle par-
ts industry relies heavily on 
China,” said Pan. “It is dif-
ficult for U.S. customers to 
find products with good qua-
lity and value for money from 
other places.”

Such a politically charged 
conflict has left companies 

and local Chinese officials 
jumpy.

Pan declined to provide 
the value of exports of mo-
torcycle components to the 
United States. A few hours 
later, the Wenzhou city go-
vernment’s foreign affairs 
office called AP to ask about 
its interviews.

Electronics manufacturers 
also plan to ask buyers to 
share higher costs, said Li 
Zengyou, secretary general 
of the local manufacturing 
chamber of commerce in the 
eastern city of Zibo in Shan-
dong province.

Zibo’s electronics exports 
to the United States last year 
totaled USD1 billion, accor-
ding to Li. That would mean 
if the tariff hike applied to all 
their sales, it could add $250 
million to the cost.

If higher tariffs hit, “they 
will raise the price,” said Li. 
“If the U.S. customers failed 
to accept it, they would stop 
exporting to the United Sta-
tes and turn to explore other 
markets.”

Ningbo-based Cixin Group’s 
margins in the United States 
are about 10 percent, whi-
ch would be wiped out by a 
25 percent tariff hike, said 
Wang. The company also 
exports to Europe and Latin 
America.

“We can’t bear all the cos-
ts,” he said. “We can try to 
increase our exports to other 
countries, but it is not easy 
to establish a long-term re-
lationship with new custo-
mers.” AP

TRaDE WaR

Exporters scramble to cope 
with Trump tariff hike
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 Bangladesh 
has given 
Myanmar a list 
of more than 
8,000 refugees 
to begin the 
repatriations

Julhas Alam, Dhaka

BaNGLaDesh yesterday 
rejected a claim by Myanmar 

that the Buddhist-majority na-
tion had repatriated the first five 
among some 700,000 Rohingya 
Muslim refugees who fled to the 
neighboring country to escape 
military-led violence against the 
minority group.

A Myanmar government sta-
tement said Saturday that five 
members of a family had retur-
ned to western Rakhine state 
from the border area. It said 
the family was staying tempora-
rily with relatives in Maungdaw 
town, the administrative center 
close to the border.

The statement said authorities 
determined whether they had 
lived in Myanmar and provided 
them with a national verification 
card. The card is a form of ID, but 
does not mean citizenship — so-
mething Rohingya have been de-
nied in Myanmar, where they’ve 
faced persecution for decades.

The statement did not say whe-
ther any more repatriations were 
being planned. Bangladesh has 
given Myanmar a list of more 
than 8,000 refugees to begin 
the repatriations, but there have 
been delays due to a complicated 
verification process.

Bangladesh’s home minis-
ter, Asaduzzaman Khan, said 
Myanmar’s claim that the family 
had been “repatriated” was false, 
noting that the family had never 
reached Bangladeshi territory.

Khan said Myanmar’s move 
was “nothing but a farce.”

“I hope Myanmar will take all 
the Rohingya families back wi-
thin the shortest possible time,” 
he said.

Bangladesh’s refugee, relief and 
repatriation commissioner, Abul 
Kalam, said the Rohingya family 

Kathy Gannon, Islamabad

AN independent Pakis-
tani watchdog criticized 

the country’s human rights 
record over the past year in 
a new report released yes-
terday, saying the nation has 
failed to make progress on 
a myriad of issues, ranging 
from forced disappearances, 
to women’s rights and pro-
tection of religious minori-
ties.

The damning report card 
issued by the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan says 
people continue to disappear 
in Pakistan, sometimes be-
cause they criticize the coun-
try’s powerful military or 
because they advocate better 
relations with neighboring 
India.

The controversial blas-
phemy law continues to be 
misused, especially against 
dissidents, with cases in 
which mere accusations that 
someone committed blas-
phemy lead to deadly mob 
violence, it said.

While deaths directly linked 
to acts of terrorism declined 
in 2017, the report says atta-
cks against the country’s mi-
norities were on the rise.

The 296-page report was 
dedicated to one of the com-
mission’s founders, Asma 
Jahangir, whose death in Fe-
bruary generated worldwide 
outpouring of grief and ac-
colades for the 66-year-old 
activist who was fierce in her 
commitment to human righ-
ts.

“We have lost a human ri-
ghts giant,” U.N. Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
said following Jahangir’s 
death. “She was a tireless ad-
vocate for inalienable rights 
of all people and for equali-
ty - whether in her capacity 
as a Pakistani lawyer in the 
domestic justice system, as a 
global civil society activist, or 

involved had never crossed the 
border.

“By no definition can this be 
called repatriation,” he said by 
phone from Cox’s Bazar. “No re-
patriation has taken place. Ban-
gladesh is no way part of it.”

Cox’s Bazar is a district in Ban-
gladesh where camps have been 
set up to shelter the Rohingya.

Asif Munier, an independent 
refugee expert who had hand-
led the Rohingya crisis in Ban-
gladesh for years as part of the 
United Nations, said Myanmar’s 
claim was a public relations 
stunt.

“They are doing it again and 
again,” he said. “Bangladesh’s go-
vernment and the international 
community must ask Myanmar 
for an explanation for this move. 
While there is a bilateral process 
going on and international agen-
cies are involved, such a move by 
Myanmar is again very unfortu-
nate and unexpected.”

Myanmar’s social welfare mi-
nister, Win Myat Aye, who is 
leading the repatriation process, 
said yesterday that Myanmar 
had given the family the neces-
sary documents.

“The five family members who 
re-entered Myanmar the other 
day were people who stayed 
along the border line between 
Myanmar and Bangladesh,” he 
said. “As they were repatriated, 

as a Special Rapporteur [...] 
Asma will not be forgotten.”

Monday’s report also took 
aim at religious bigotry in 
Pakistan and the govern-
ment’s refusal to push back 
against religious zealots, fea-
ring a backlash.

“Freedom of expression 
and freedom of association is 
under attack, except for those 
who carry the religious ban-
ner,” commission spokes-
man I.A. Rehman said at the 
release of the report, which 
accused Pakistani authorities 
of ignoring “intolerance and 
extremism.”

Religious conservative or-
ganizations continue to resist 
laws aimed at curbing vio-
lence against women, laws 
giving greater rights to wo-
men and removing legal res-
trictions on social exchanges 
between sexes, which remain 
segregated in many parts of 
Pakistani society, it said.

Still, there was legal pro-
gress in other areas, it noted, 
describing as a “landmark 
development” a new law in 
the country’s largest provin-
ce, Punjab, which accepts 
marriage licenses within the 
Sikh community at the local 
level, giving the unions pro-
tection under the law.

But religious minorities 
in Pakistan continued to 
be a target of extremists, it 
said, citing attacks on Shii-
tes, Christians falsely accu-
se of blasphemy and also 
on Ahmedis, a sect reviled 
by mainstream Muslims as 
heretics. Ahmedis are not 
allowed under Pakistan’s 
constitution to call themsel-
ves Muslims.

On Sunday in Quetta, the 
capital of southwestern Ba-
luchistan province, gunmen 
attacked Christian worshi-
ppers as they left Sunday ser-
vices, killing two. Five other 
worshippers were wounded, 
two seriously. AP

Myanmar officials, including 
from immigration, had verified 
them and gave them the pa-
perwork they needed.”

Myanmar’s security forces have 
been accused of rape, killing, 
torture and the burning of the 
homes of Rohingya villagers af-
ter insurgents attacked about 30 
police outposts on Aug. 25. The 
United Nations and the United 
States have described the army 
crackdown as “ethnic cleansing.”

About 700,000 Rohingya Mus-
lims flooded into neighboring 
Bangladesh to escape the violen-
ce.

Bangladesh and Myanmar 
agreed in December to begin 
repatriating them in January, 
but there were concerns among 
aid workers and Rohingya that 
they would be forced to return 
and face unsafe conditions in 
Myanmar.

On Friday, the U.N. refugee 
agency and Bangladesh finalized 
a memorandum of understan-
ding that said the repatriation 
process must be “safe, voluntary 
and dignified ... in line with inter-
national standards.”

UNHCR said it “considers that 
conditions in Myanmar are not 
yet conducive for returns to be 
safe, dignified, and sustainable. 
The responsibility for creating 
such conditions remains with the 
Myanmar authorities, and these 
must go beyond the preparation 
of physical infrastructure to faci-
litate logistical arrangements.”

Rohingya Muslims have long 
been treated as outsiders in 
Myanmar, even though their fa-
milies have lived in the country 
for generations. Nearly all have 
been denied citizenship since 
1982, effectively rendering them 
stateless. They are denied free-
dom of movement and other ba-
sic rights. AP

PaKISTan 

Watchdog says 
country failing on 
human rights

A man comforts a Christian woman who lost her husband in a deadly 
shooting incident, outside a hospital in Quetta

RoHInGya

Bangladesh rejects 
Myanmar’s claim of 
repatriating refugees

Myanmar immigration officials examine documents and photographs with a Rohingya family of five at a receiving center in Myanmar
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ChINa and Japan 
took another step 

toward mending their 
troubled relations yester-
day, resuming high-level 
economic talks for the 
first time in nearly eight 
years.

Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi led the Chinese de-
legation, becoming the 
first foreign minister to 
visit Japan for bilateral 
talks since 2009.

Asia’s two largest eco-
nomies have been trying 
to improve strained ties 
and now have further 
reason to cooperate in 
the face of President Do-
nald Trump’s moves to 
impose tariffs on imports 
from their countries and 
his demands that they 
open their markets more 
to American exports.

Wang, meeting with 
Japanese Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe, noted the 
threats of rising unilate-
ralism and trade protec-
tionism.

Abe heads to the United 
States today to meet with 
Trump to discuss both 
trade and Trump’s plans 
for a summit with North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un.

Japan’s leader said that 
he is seeking China’s coo-
peration in efforts to get 
North Korea to abandon 
its nuclear weapons de-
velopment in a full and 
irreversible way.

Earlier, Japan and Chi-
na held what was billed 
as the fourth Japan-Chi-
na High-Level Economic 
Dialogue, the first such 
meeting since August 
2010.

Rod McGuirk, Canberra

A N Australian army ge-
neral who led a secretive 
military operation to stop 
asylum seekers from co-

ming to Australia by boat was named 
yesterday as the country’s next defen-
se force chief.

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull 
said Lt. Gen. Angus Campbell will 
replace Air Chief Marshall Mark 
Binskin as chief of the Australian De-
fense Force in July. Binskin will retire 
after four years in the top job.

Campbell came to public attention 
as the commander of Operation So-
vereign Borders, an operation esta-
blished by a newly elected conser-
vative government in 2013 to stop 
thousands of asylum seekers from 
the Middle East, Africa and Asia from 
reaching Australian shores in rickety 
Indonesian fishing boats at a rate of 
37 boats a month.

No asylum seeker boat has reached 
Australia since July 2014, although 
the government is secretive about 
what tactics are used to stop them.

The government recently announ-
ced that 32 boats carrying 800 people 
had been turned back to Indonesia 
since 2013, a practice that Indone-
sians consider an affront to their so-
vereignty.

Campbell was promoted to chief of 
the army in 2015.

Questioned by reporters, Campbell 
declined to say whether he was con-
cerned by China’s militarization in 
the South China Sea.

“We have a very constructive rela-
tionship with China and that’s all I 
intend to say,” he said.

Turnbull said the appointment 
came at a critical time, with Australia 
undertaking the largest moderniza-
tion of its defense capabilities in its 
peacetime history.

Turnbull announced the appoint-
ment before flying to Britain, France 
and Germany for security-focused 
talks with government leaders. AP

China, Japan seek to 
mend ties as Trump 
trade war looms

auSTRalIa

Refugee policy general 
named next defense chief

Lt. Gen. Angus Campbell (left) and Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull address reporters 
outside Turnbull’s office at Parliament House in Canberra
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 Comey says 
it’s possible the 
Russians have 
compromising 
information 
on President 
Trump

FOrmer FBI Director Ja-
mes Comey said he believed 

that Donald Trump was “mo-
rally unfit” to be president and 
that he treated women like “pie-
ces of meat.”

“A person who sees moral equi-
valence in Charlottesville, who 
talks about and treats women 
like they’re pieces of meat, who 
lies constantly about matters big 
and small and insists the Ame-
rican people believe it — that 
person’s not fit to be president 
of the United States, on moral 
grounds,” Comey said.

In a rather disturbing state-
ment, the former FBI chief says 
he thinks it’s possible the Rus-
sians have compromising in-
formation on President Donald 
Trump, that there is “some evi-
dence of obstruction of justice” 
in the president’s actions and 
that Trump is “morally unfit” for 
office.

Comey’s comments in an ABC 
News interview that aired yes-
terday [Macau time] were al-
most certain to escalate his war 
of words with the president and 
further erode a relationship 
marked by open hostility and 
name-calling. Hours before the 
interview aired, the president, 
who fired Comey last year, un-
leashed a Twitter outburst that 
labeled Comey “slippery,” sug-
gested he should be put in jail 
and branded him “the WORST 
FBI Director in history, by far!”

Comey’s televised remarks, 
coupled with the release of his 
forthcoming book, offer his ver-
sion of events surrounding his 
firing and the investigations into 
Russian election meddling and 
Hillary Clinton’s email practi-
ces. Several of the episodes he 
describes in detail, including 
a private conversation about 
former White House national 
security adviser Michael Flynn, 
are central to special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s investigation 

and his recollections are presu-
mably valuable for prosecutors 
examining whether the presi-
dent’s actions constitute obs-
truction of justice.

The FBI director, who until his 
firing last May led an investiga-
tion into possible ties between 
Russia and the Trump cam-
paign, acknowledged that it was 
“stunning” to think that Russia 
could have damaging informa-
tion about an American presi-
dent. But he said that in Trump’s 
case, he could not discount the 
possibility that the president 
had been compromised.

“These are more words I never 
thought I’d utter about a presi-
dent of the United States, but 
it’s possible,” Comey told ABC 
News’ chief anchor George Ste-
phanopoulos.

He also answered “possibly” 
when asked if the president was 
attempting to obstruct justice 
when he cleared the Oval Office 
of other officials last February 
before encouraging him to clo-
se the investigation into Flynn, 
who by that point was suspec-
ted of lying to the FBI about his 
Russian contacts. The retired 
general pleaded guilty last De-
cember and is now cooperating 
with Mueller’s investigation.

Trump rejected Comey’s asser-
tion that Trump had sought his 
loyalty at a January 2017 dinner, 
saying “I hardly even knew this 
guy. Just another of his many 

lies.” He also suggested Comey 
should be imprisoned, saying, 
“how come he gave up Classi-
fied Information (jail), why did 
he lie to Congress (jail).” There 
is no indication Comey is under 
investigation for doing either.

Asked if the president wanted 
the Justice Department to in-
vestigate Comey, White House 
spokeswoman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said Sunday on ABC’s 
“This Week” that she was not 
aware of a specific request. But, 
she said, “if they feel there was 
any wrongdoing, they should 
certainly look into that just as 
they do on a number of other 
topics.”

But the president’s attacks on 
Comey began even before the 
interview aired.

He seized on an excerpt shown 
Saturday in which Comey said 
his belief that Clinton would 
beat Trump in the 2016 presi-
dential election was probably 

a factor in his decision to dis-
close the investigation into her 
emails. Comey, Trump tweeted, 
“was making decisions based on 
the fact that he thought she was 
going to win, and he wanted a 
job. Slimeball!”

That argument was startling 
given that Comey’s handling 
of the email investigation, in-
cluding his disclosure shortly 
before the election that the FBI 
had reopened its probe, enra-
ged Democrats. After Clinton’s 
loss, many Democrats blamed 
Comey, and Clinton herself has 
said it hurt her election prospec-
ts.

Comey again defended his ac-
tions, telling ABC that he made 
what he thought was the best 
decision at the time. Comey said 
he did not remember “consciou-
sly thinking” about the election 
results as he decided to disclo-
se that the FBI had reopened 
its investigation into candidate 
Clinton’s email use. But, he ack-
nowledged, “I was operating in a 
world where Hillary Clinton was 
going to beat Donald Trump, 
and so I’m sure that it was a fac-
tor.”

“I don’t remember spelling it 
out,” he added, “but it had to 
have been that she’s going to be 
elected president and if I hide 
this from the American people, 
she’ll be illegitimate the mo-
ment she’s elected, the moment 
this comes out.”

Former Attorney General Lo-
retta Lynch pushed back against 
Comey’s criticism in the book 
that, early in the Clinton email 
inquiry, she had instructed him 
to refer to it as a “matter” ra-
ther than an “investigation.” In 
a statement Sunday, Lynch said 
she was simply following lon-
gstanding Justice Department 
protocol against confirming or 
denying the existence of an in-
vestigation.

Trump fired Comey in May 
2017, setting off a scramb-
le at the Justice Department 
that led to the appointment of 
Mueller as special counsel over-
seeing the Russia investigation. 
Mueller’s probe has expanded 
to include whether Trump obs-
tructed justice by firing Comey. 
So far, 19 people — including 
Flynn and Trump’s former cam-
paign chairman, Paul Mana-
fort —have been charged in the 
investigation. Flynn and two of 
the president’s campaign aides, 
Rick Gates and George Papado-
poulos, have pleaded guilty and 
are cooperating with Mueller.

Asked whether he believed 
Trump ought to be impeached, 
Comey replied, “I hope not be-
cause I think impeaching and 
removing Donald Trump from 
office would let the American 
people off the hook and have so-
mething happen indirectly that 
I believe they’re duty bound to 
do directly. People in this coun-
try need to stand up and go to 
the voting booth and vote their 
values.”

He added: “But you cannot 
have, as president of the United 
States, someone who does not 
reflect the values that I believe 
Republicans treasure and De-
mocrats treasure and Indepen-
dents treasure. That is the core 
of this country. That’s our fou-
ndation. And so impeachment, 
in a way, would short circuit 
that.” MDT/AP

USA

Comey says Trump 
‘morally unfit’ to  

be president

James Comey
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Rodriguez, Havana

IN 2008 Raul Castro took 
over a country where most 
people couldn’t own compu-
ters or cellphones, leave wi-

thout permission, run most types 
of private businesses or enter re-
sort hotels.

Castro set about re-enginee-
ring the system he had helped 
create and Cuba opened drama-
tically over his decade in office. 
But when Castro steps down as 
president Thursday he will leave 
his successor a host of problems 
that are deeper than on the day 
his brother Fidel formally handed 
over power.

Cuba has nearly 600,000 pri-
vate entrepreneurs, more than 5 
million cellphones, a bustling real 
estate market and one of the wor-
ld’s fastest-growing airports. Fo-
reign debt has been paid. Tourism 
numbers have more than doubled 
since Castro and President Barack 

Obama re-established diplomatic 
relations in 2015, making Cuba 
a destination for nearly 5 million 
visitors a year, despite a plunge in 
relations under the Trump admi-
nistration.

On the other side of the ledger, 
Cuba’s Soviet-style command 
economy still employs three of 
every four Cuban workers but 
produces little. Private sector 
growth has been largely frozen. 
The average monthly state salary 
is USD31 — so low that workers 
often live on stolen goods and 
handouts from relatives over-
seas. Foreign investment re-
mains anemic. The island’s in-
frastructure is falling deeper 
into disrepair. The break with 
Washington dashed dreams of 
detente with the U.S., and after 
two decades of getting Venezue-
lan subsidies totaling more than 
$6 billion a year, Cuba’s patron 
has collapsed economically with 
no replacement in the wings.

Castro’s inability or unwilling-

ness to fix Cuba’s structural pro-
blems with deep and wide-ran-
ging reforms has many wonde-
ring how a successor without Cas-
tro’s founding father credentials 
will manage the country over the 
next five or 10 years.

“People in Cuba really haven’t 
processed yet what it means to 
have a government without Raul 

or Fidel leading it,” said Yassel 
Padron Kunakbaeva, a prolific 
27-year-old blogger who writes 
frequently from what he descri-
bes as a Marxist, revolutionary 
perspective. “We’re entering unk-
nown territory.”

Tens of thousands of highly 
educated professionals are aban-
doning the island each year, lea-

ving Cuba with the combination 
of third-world economy and the 
demographics of a graying Eu-
ropean nation. After a 2016 re-
cession, Cuba said growth was 
1.6 percent last year, although 
official accounts remain opaque 
and questioned by experts. The 
single-party government controls 
virtually all forms of expression 
and organization, with near-zero 
tolerance of public criticism or 
dissent. The mood on the street is 
pessimistic, with few expecting a 
better future anytime soon.

“The political future of whoever 
takes over in April depends on 
the economic question,” said Jose 
Raul Viera Linares, a former first 
deputy minister of foreign affairs. 
“It’s the possibility for young peo-
ple to dream, to design their own 
future. That’s all based in the ma-
terial wealth that this country is 
able to achieve.”

The greatest immediate challen-
ge for Castro’s expected successor 
— 57-year-old Vice President Mi-
guel Diaz-Canel Bermudez — is 
unwinding a byzantine dual-cur-
rency system featuring one type 
of Cuban peso worth 4 cents and 
another that is nearly a dollar. 
The system was designed to insu-
late a state-run, egalitarian inter-
nal market using “national mo-
ney” from trade with the outside 
world denominated in “converti-
ble pesos.” AP

CUBA

Raul Castro leaves island with 
new freedoms, deep problems

Fishermen prepare their fishing rods on Chivo beach as the sun sets in Havana
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON ...

La Parisienne – Cabaret FranCaise
time:  8pm (Tuesdays to Fridays)
             2pm & 8pm (Saturdays)
             2pm & 5pm (Sundays) 
Venue: Parisian Theatre, Parisian Macau 
admission: MoP188, MoP388, MoP488 
enquiries: (853) 2882 8818 / 2855 5555

disCoVer maCau: museum oF taiPa and 
CoLoane History
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

“my CHinese ZodiaC” – exHibition by raqueL 
GraLHeiro
time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
           12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays) 
untiL: May 13, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
admission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550 

PinaCotroCa - PaintinG and iLLustration by 
rodriGo de matos
time: 2pm-7pm (closed on Sundays)
untiL: April 21, 2018 

this day in history

The bizarre trash items plucked from New Jersey’s beaches 
last year might be enough to cause nausea or heartburn. But 
don’t worry, a bottle of Pepto-Bismol was among the items 
collected.

Also plucked from the sands of the state’s beaches were a 
lawn mower, a saw blade, an empty medical marijuana con-
tainer, a strobe light, a bird cage and two fire extinguishers.

other items included a plastic statue of the Hindu god 
Vishnu, a cheese grater, and a human tooth in a box.

Aside from the bizarre items, Cindy Zipf of Clean ocean Ac-
tion said last week most of the trash consisted of plastics, 
which can kill fish and animals that swallow it.

“An emaciated sperm whale washed up dead on a beach in 
Spain recently,” she said. “The once majestic ocean-cruising 
youngster looked like a burnt pancake. He died a tragic and 
painful death feeding on 64 pounds of plastic he thought was 
food. Countless others have died the same way, or by entan-
glement of plastics or other man-made products.  We humans 
are wholly responsible for their deaths, and it is on us to do 
something about it.”

The groups sponsors beach sweeps along New Jersey’s 
entire ocean and bay coastline in spring and fall each year, 
and painstakingly catalogs everything collected. In 2017, they 
picked up nearly 374,000 pieces of trash, 84 percent of which 
was plastic or plastic foam; 66 percent of the trash collected 
was discarded single-use items.

The trash is either left behind by beachgoers or washed 
ashore from sewage systems that overflow during heavy 
rainstorms.

Some of the more unusual items included enough to stock 
a small medical clinic: blood vials, dentures, a knee brace, pill 
bottles, a surgical mask, and a bottle of eye drops.

Good grooming may have been on the minds of Jersey 
beachgoers last summer. Items found on the sand included 
acrylic nails, a bag of costume jewelry, a belly ring, a fake 
mustache, a mascara brush, a mermaid purse, nail clippers, 
perfume samples and shampoo pump.

There also was enough to stock a nightmare kitchen: a full 
jug of milk, presumably WAY past its expiration date, a jar 
of honey, a coffee maker, an oregano jar, zucchini and raw 
chicken pieces.

There were 19 car batteries found on the sand; 204 tires, and 
43 large 55-gallon drums.

The sweeps also continued to show disturbing evidence of 
sewage making its way into waterways — and later onto bea-
ches — by the presence of items presumably flushed down 
the toilet, including condoms (361, up 13 percent from two 
years ago), and tampon applicators (4,080, up 16 percent in 
two years.)

 Offbeat
mower, tooth in a box, vishnu 
doll in new Jersey beach trash

Reports from Cuba say the island has been invaded 
by counter-revolutionary forces trying to overthrow the 
country’s leader, Fidel Castro.

The only news coming out of Cuba is broadcast by 
the government-run radio station. All other communi-
cations with the island have been cut.

The first landing is reported to have taken place in the 
early hours of this morning.

Broadcasts from Cuban government radio appealing 
for medical help indicate that the raiders have succes-
sfully penetrated 25 miles (40km) inland.

They appear to have come ashore on an area of the 
coast known as the Bahía de Cochinos, or Bay of Pigs, 
south-east of the capital, Havana.

There is no indication as to the size of the invasion 
force, but Dr Castro, in a speech on Cuban government 
radio, said they are supported by aircraft and warships.

“The glorious soldiers of the revolutionary army and 
the national militia are battling the enemy at all the poin-
ts where they have landed,” he said.

The Cuban military have been on high alert for an im-
minent invasion for some days.

In a speech yesterday, Fidel Castro told the Cuban 
people he intended to resist such an attack with “an 
iron hand”.

Cuban exiles based in the United States, who are or-
ganising the attempt to overthrow the Castro regime, 
say thousands of Cubans have joined the rebel forces.

However, there is no independent confirmation of the 
level of support for the invasion from within Cuba.

The leader of the Cuban exile movement in the US, 
Dr Miro Cardona, said the battle had begun “to liberate 
our homeland from the despotic rule of Fidel Castro”.

Dr Cardona played a part in Fidel Castro’s revolution 
against the dictatorship of President Batista in 1959, 
and was prime minister for 45 days before Dr Castro 
himself took over.

In a statement in Washington, the US Secretary of 
State, Dean Rusk, has again denied US involvement in 
the invasion of Cuba.

He said the United States had not, and would not in-
tervene in Cuba, with armed forces or otherwise.

Strong suspicions that the United States is sponso-
ring an offensive against the Castro government have 
been fuelled by the bombing of three of Cuba’s military 
air bases two days ago.

The US denied all knowledge of the episode, saying 
Cuban Air Force pilots defecting to Florida were res-
ponsible.

But reporters who watched one of the planes land in 
Miami after carrying out the attack described features 
which indicated it was American-made.

courtesy BBc News

1961 exiles invade cuba at bay 
          of pigs

in context
The invasion of Cuba was carried out by a force of about 1,400 exiled 
Cubans, with American support from the sea and air.
The main landing point at the Bay of Pigs was a beach surrounded by a 
mosquito-infested swamp.
The only way to get further in to the island was along just three heavily-de-
fended roads.
The fighting lasted just three days. The invasion force was badly outnum-
bered and the mass defection of Cubans they had hoped for - their only 
realistic hope of success - never materialised.
More than 100 of the invasion force died in the attack, and 1,189 were 
taken prisoner.
Shortly afterwards, President Kennedy acknowledged US support for the 
invaders.
It was the worst foreign policy embarrassment of his career.
The Bay of Pigs debacle not only strengthened Fidel Castro’s hold on 
power, but also brought the Soviet Union firmly on to his side.
It acted as a key catalyst for the Cuban missile crisis 18 months later, on 28 
October 1962, which brought the world to the brink of nuclear war.

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
14:50

18:10
18:20
19:30
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15
00:50

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Questions and answers about the Action Lines 
Governmental and social affairs, with the presence 
of the Chief Executive (Direct)
Miscellaneous
TDM Sports (Repeated)
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Interview    
Miscellaneous
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live

cinema
cineteatro
12 - 18 apr

rAMPAgE
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 07:30, 9:30pm
director: brad Peyton
Starring: dwayne Johnson, naomie Harris, Malin Akerman      
language: English (Chinese)
duration: 107min 

SECrEt SUPErStAr
room 2
2:30, 5:30, 08:30pm
director: Advait Chandan
Starring: Aamir Khan, Zaira wasim      
language: Hindi (English & Chinese)
duration: 150min

toMorrow iS AnotHEr dAy
room 3
2:15, 5:45pm
director: nick Park
Starring: Eddie redmayne, tom Hiddleston      
language: English (Chinese)
duration: 91min

rEAdy PlAyEr onE
room 3
9:15pm
director: Steven Spielberg
Starring: tye Sheridan, olivia Cooke, ben Mendelsohn     
language: English (Chinese)
duration: 140min
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ACroSS: 1- Hurts; 6- Overly submissive; 10- Blue dye source; 14- Thick sweet 
liquid; 15- ___ breve; 16- Nightclub of song; 17- Sealy rival; 18- Scottish Celt; 
19- Son of Isaac and Rebekah; 20- Sinking more money into; 23- Humbles; 27- 
Law of Moses; 28- Spanish muralist; 29- Prepare an exhibition; 34- Bed down; 
36- More reasonable; 37- Neckline shape; 40- In spite of; 43- Nor. neighbor; 44- 
Michelangelo masterpiece; 45- Broadcaster; 46- Sharon’s land; 48- Hard to find; 
49- Fresh; 53- Leopardlike cat; 55- Do the deal again; 60- Banned orchard spray; 
61- Clublike weapon; 62- Modern bank card; 67- South American monkey; 68- 
Super server; 69- A-list; 70- To ___ (exactly); 71- Actor Calhoun; 72- Glossy fabric;
 
down: 1- Letter addenda; 2- Answer to a sea captain; 3- Discount rack abbr.; 
4- Crackpot; 5- Extra; 6- Biblical gift bearers; 7- Enthusiastic vigor and liveliness; 
8- Mtn. stat; 9- Cabbagelike plant; 10- Vinegary prefix; 11- Polite denial; 12- Bucky 
Beaver’s toothpaste; 13- Express mirth; 
21- PC panic button; 22- Breastbones; 23- 
Orgs.; 24- Beneath; 25- Narrow mountain 
ridge; 26- Simmer; 30- Doorkeeper; 
31- Dreadlocks wearer; 32- Architectural 
piers; 33- Afternoon social; 35- Pipes 
collectively; 37- Like some infections; 
38- Diciembre follower; 39- Heron, usually 
white; 41- ___ the season...; 42- Urgent; 
47- Destiny; 49- Persona non ___; 50- 
Ignited again; 51- Maternally related; 
52- Weird; 54- Surrenders, as territory; 
56- Bridge expert Sharif; 57- ___ Bell; 58- 
Bakery worker; 59- Ethereal; 63- Guido’s 
high note; 64- Mouthpiece of a bridle; 65- 
Lord, is ___?; 66- Sawbuck;

THE BoRn LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

 ad

Emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min MAx Condition

CHinA

world

10
7
7
9
2

drizzle
cloudy/clear

overcast/cloudy
overcast/drizzle

heavy rain/cloudy

11
9
12
11
9
2
13
14
10
9
10
10
10
17
14
18

25
20
27
21
27
15
27
27
20
22
21
25
21
25
23
23

19
16
15
14
8

cloudy
clear/cloudy
clear/cloudy

clear
clear

shower/overcast
clear
clear

shower
cloudy/clear

clear
clear

cloudy
drizzle/cloudy

shower/cloudy
shower/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The pathways to your inner self-are 
are clear - there are none of the usual 
traffic jams blocking your way. All 
your energy is streamlined and will 
encourage any self-reflection you 
do to uncover revealing insights.

April 20-May 20
Examine your options and 
remember your high standards - 
after all, that’s part of the reason 
this person admires you so much. 
Your professional and social circles 
are expanding quickly.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
In any and all confrontations you 
have, be sure to take the high 
road. Let aggressive drivers zoom 
right by you, and simply smile if 
someone tries to blame you for 
something they did.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Someone as charming and fun 
to be around as you can’t let one 
little ‘no’ get you down! Rejections 
happen - the only way you can 
avoid them is to never take any 
risks.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Looking out for the people you love 
is part of your DNA, and everyone in 
your life admires and cherishes you 
for it. But sometimes the best support 
you can give to someone is letting 
them make their own mistakes.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
The best lessons will come from 
watching other people work 
together. In a group dynamic, 
you should experiment initially 
with the idea of holding back your 
thoughts.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Working with others will be an 
enriching experience, but it won’t 
be without its challenges. Luckily, 
you’re having a burst of diplomatic 
skills that should make things flow 
a lot more smoothly.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
The best approach for this 
challenging, exciting day is to get 
everything out of the way as soon 
as possible - wake up as early 
as you can and get out while the 
crowds are still sleeping.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Any discouraging signs you’ve 
been seeing lately shouldn’t get 
you down - the road you’re on has 
quite a few twists and turns, and 
you need to be ready to take them 
as they come.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Hold firmly to what grounds you 
and connects you to nourishment. 
Bask in the sunlight and spend 
as much time outdoors as you 
can, even if the weather doesn’t 
cooperate.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Since you don’t have eyes in the 
back of your head, you’ve been 
missing out on all the stuff that’s 
been going on behind you for 
quite a while now - turn around 
today.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
When it rains, it pours! Expect 
an onslaught of invitations, 
opportunities and special requests. 
Everything will have its own 
appeal, but you can’t do it all; it’s 
time to slow down.

  Aquarius Pisces
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A surfer mauled by a 
shark yesterday off 

southwestern Austra-
lia managed to swim to 
shore despite serious 
injuries to both of his 
legs, an official and a 
witness said.

Alejandro Travagli-
ni was surfing at Gra-
cetown around 8 a.m. 
when he was attacked, 
St. John Ambulance 
spokesman Dennis Ber-
toldo said. The Argen-
tinian-born 37-year-old 
was treated on the bea-
ch by paramedics befo-
re he was flown by he-
licopter 250 kilometers 
to a hospital in the city 
of Perth, Bertoldo said.

The hospital described 
the victim’s condition 
as stable.

The attack prompted 
the World Surf League 
to postpone the nearby 
Margaret River Pro in-
ternational surfing con-
test for about an hour.

Organizers had de-
ployed additional shark
-spotting drones and jet 

skis when the competi-
tion resumed to ensu-
re competitors’ safety, 
league deputy commis-
sioner Jessi Miley-Dyer 
said.

“We wanted to recon-
vene and make sure we 
had everything possible 
in the water to look after 
those surfers,” Miley-
Dyer said in a statement 
on the league’s website.

Surf photographer Pe-
ter Jovic watched the 
attack from the beach 
and likened it to the live 
broadcast of a shark at-
tack in South Africa in 
2015. Former champion 
surfer Mick Fanning es-
caped unscathed when a 
great white attacked his 
board as he waited to 
catch a wave.

“If anyone is familiar 
with the Mick Fanning 
moment ... it was very 
similar to that, where a 
shark pretty much po-
pped up and ended up 
knocking a surfer off his 
board,” Jovic told Aus-
tralian Broadcasting 

Corp. radio.
“The surfer who was 

being attacked ended 
up miraculously body 
surfing into a little wave 
and getting pushed in 
by a local at the same 
time, who was out there 
with him, and making it 
to shore before everyo-
ne came to his aid,” Jo-
vic said.

Lifeguards said a 
4-meter (13-foot) shark 
was spotted off a nearby 
beach two hours after 
the attack.

Nine Network televi-
sion news reported a 
41-year-old surfer sus-
tained a large gash to 
his right thigh from a 
shark later Monday at 
a beach near where the 
attack occurred.

“Happy to be alive,” 
the unnamed man told 
bystanders who asked 
if he was OK. The man 
insisted he could drive 
himself to a hospital.

A surfer was killed by 
a shark at Gracetown in 
2013.

WoRlD SuRf lEaGuE

Surfer mauled by 
shark swims to shore 
despite leg injuries

A rescue helicopter and other emergency vehicles are seen at the scene of the shark attack in Gracetown 
yesterday
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 Guardiola 
turned City into 
one of the most 
ruthless and 
aesthetically 
pleasing teams 
in the history of 
English soccer 

Steve Douglas, Manchester

ONce the celebra-
tions die down, Man-
chester City might be 
struck with a slight 

sense of foreboding as the club 
assesses the most convincing of 
its three Premier League title 
victories.

Pep Guardiola has turned City 
into one of the most ruthless 
and aesthetically pleasing 
teams in the history of English 
soccer, the goals plentiful and 
often works of art.

Records have tumbled — the 
run of 18 straight wins in the 
league being one of them — 
and more could follow in the 
coming weeks as City bids to 
finish the season with more 
points, goal and wins than any 
other team in a single top-flight 
campaign.

All good things must come to 
an end, though. And, unless he 
veers from his previous career 
strategy, the end might be in 
sight for Guardiola at Etihad 
Stadium.

The Spaniard has one year 
left on his contract with City 
and has given no indication, 
either way, about his future. 
However, he was at Barcelona 
for four years — one too many, 
as it turned out — and Bayern 
Munich for three years. That 
seems to be his way — short, 
sharp bursts in charge and 
then leave for a new project be-
fore he gets too burnt out and 
his intensity starts to affect not 
just himself but his players.

City captain Vincent Kom-
pany has spoken of creating a 
dynasty at the club but it’s clear 
that won’t happen under Guar-
diola, who has often wondered 
out loud how Alex Ferguson 
(Manchester United) and Arse-
ne Wenger (Arsenal) managed 
to stay so long at one.

City supporters have been 
spoiled every three or four days 
by the pretty passing patterns 
woven of Guardiola’s team and 
they might have just one year 
left of it.

Can it get any better than 
this? Guardiola himself said 
last week that repeating this 
season’s achievements would 
be “impossible.”

Is it only downhill from ha-
ving, in many people’s view, 
the world’s best coach? Poten-
tially, even if City’s hierarchy 
has a succession plan in place. 
It might involve Guardiola’s as-
sistant, Mikel Arteta.

Guardiola will sit down with 
his bosses in the offseason and 
discuss what lies ahead for him 
and a squad whose average age 
at the start of this season was 
24. If next season really is to be 
his last at City, certain things 
will be occupying his thoughts.

the chamPIONs 
LeaGue

It’s been nearly seven years 
since Guardiola last won Eu-
ropean soccer’s greatest prize, 
too long a wait for a coach su-
pposedly at the top of his pro-

fession. Five straight failures, 
at Bayern and City, are starting 
to eat away at him and he re-
cently acknowledged that his 
teams’ tendency to collapse un-
der pressure was a worry.

Guardiola is not one to com-
promise on his principles but 
it is clear his tactics need to 
change in the latter stages of 
the Champions League, becau-
se his teams are getting picked 
off too easily. Maybe it involves 
dispensing with a playmaker to 
field an extra holding midfiel-
der, or ensuring his full backs 
are less attacking so that his 
defense retains a better shape.

He won’t like the thought of 
reining in his attacking philo-
sophy but it might be necessary 
for certain games or at certain 
times during games.

City has only gotten past the 
Champions League quarterfi-

nals once since Sheikh Man-
sour’s takeover in 2008. It’s a 
paltry return on the Abu Dhabi 
hierarchy’s investment.

mOre sIGNINGs
City has spent about USD550 

million on new players in Guar-
diola’s two seasons in charge, 
leaving some to argue that the 
team’s achievements boil down 
to pure hard cash as much as 
the Spaniard’s methods.

Whatever the reason, City will 
likely hit the transfer market 
hard again in the offseason and 
target one or two big signings 
to complement an already deep 
and star-studded squad.

Central midfield is the most 
pressing concern, with Fernan-
dinho needing a back-up or a 
foil in his important role as the 
anchorman behind playmakers 
Kevin De Bruyne and David Sil-
va.

Guardiola might also want a 
left back to act as back-up to 
Benjamin Mendy, who has been 
injured for most of this season, 
and/or a left-sided attacker as 
an alternative to Leroy Sane.

“The club made an investment 
on players and that is the diffe-
rence,” Guardiola said over the 
weekend. “We are here and it is 
only possible because we have 
these incredible players in ter-
ms of mentality, and everything 
I said they tried to follow.”

In light of Neymar’s game-
changing move to Paris Sain-
t-Germain and widespread 
knowledge of City’s financial 
power, the signings won’t come 
cheap.

retaINING the tItLe
Guardiola has mastered the 

art of winning domestic tro-
phies, and City will be the 
overwhelming favorite to re-
tain the Premier League tit-
le — a feat the club has never 
achieved.

“We can’t just stop at one 
Premier League title if we go 
on,” City defender Kyle Walker 
said. “It needs to be a number 
of years before we can be re-
garded as one of the top teams 
ever to have played in the lea-
gue.”

In fact, no team has won ba-
ck-to-back Premier Leagues 
since Man United in 2008 and 
‘09, highlighting its difficulty.

City will be new target, with 
clubs having had a full season 
to wise up to Guardiola’s sty-
le. Liverpool perhaps laid the 
blueprint in the Champions 
League quarterfinal victory 
over City this month, pressing 
high and hitting on the tran-
sition. Few have the luxury of 
Liverpool’s clinical forward 
line of Mohamed Salah, Sadio 
Mane and Roberto Firmino, 
though.

No doubt Guardiola will have 
a few new tricks for next sea-
son to keep his players — and 
his opponents — on their toes. 
But expect one thing: statistics 
like scoring nearly three goals 
per game, having nearly 90 
percent passing accuracy and 
averaging 72.7 percent posses-
sion are likely to continue.

stay Or GO?
Guardiola will have to deci-

de sooner rather than later if 
he intends to leave at the end 
of his contract or sign a fresh 
deal, likely for another year.

He dislikes media conferences 
as it is, but being continually 
asked about his City future — 
which will no doubt be the case 
until he makes his mind up — 
will hardly make them more 
appealing.

Guardiola will have to weigh 
up his concerns about burn
-out and getting stale, whether 
he thinks City will continue to 
back him financially and throu-
gh trust in his methods — the 
answer is surely “yes” on both 
fronts — and if he has other of-
fers on the table.

Kompany said after winning 
the league that there is so 
much more potential to be un-
locked in the blue half of Man-
chester.

City fans will hope Guardiola 
is the coach that does so. AP

fooTball

City must confront painful 
reality of life after Guardiola
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Weibo site backtracks on gay 
censorship after outcry

One of China’s top social networking sites has an-
nounced that it will no longer be censoring content 
related to gay issues after the plan triggered a loud 
public outcry.

Weibo.com was flooded over the weekend with 
the hashtags “#I’mGay” and “#I’mGayNotaPer-
vert” after the Twitter-like platform said that car-
toons and short videos with pornographic, violent 
or gay subject matter would be investigated over a 
three-month period.

The microblogging site, which saw its Nasdaq 
shares fall on Friday, amended the announcement 
yesterday, saying, “This clean-up of games and car-
toons will no longer target homosexual content.” A 
spokesman refused to provide further details.

While homosexuality is not illegal in China and 
few Chinese have religious objections to homose-
xuality, the conservative society’s preference for 
marriage and childbearing has created barriers for 
LGBT people.

45-65
Moderate

70-100
Moderate

opinion

before They become macau 
TourisTs

We all know that one hundred people have 
one hundred pairs of eyes, which reflect to 
their owners different perspectives on the 
same things. 

How locals see Macau is very often different 
from how tourists see Macau. Furthermore, the-
re are different kinds of locals as well as diffe-
rent kinds of tourists, which means there are 
many different descriptions of Macau out there. 

However, due to the simple analytical nature 
of the human brain, we subconsciously build 
ideas about a place based on various things we 
see and hear about it throughout life. Different 
people can thus quite quickly arrive at many wi-
dely-held stereotypes about a city, without even 
visiting it. 

Today, the common opinions I would like to 
share are held by more than 80 percent of the 
people I have ever talked to or heard from, 
about their image of Macau before they first 
came to the city. 

The most common ideas coming from these 
people, prior to visiting Macau, is the similar 
kind of information one would expect from a 
child,  that they never have heard news regar-
ding there being some kind of dissatisfaction in 
Macau, and that Macau is obedient.

The silver medal of preconceptions goes to 
notions of Macau’s large gambling industry… 
but wait, it is not about the casinos (in the 
way you could be thinking), nor is it about the 
gambling companies. It is about Macau’s own 
legend, Stanley Ho, who represents in their 
minds, Macau’s visit card, and the pronuncia-
tion of the last character of his name in Chinese. 
Then, of course, we have all those stories about 
his families.

After people have consolidated these opi-
nions, normally they imagine Macau as a gold 
palace. They wonder what the casinos might 
look like… but the images are always either 
exaggerated or shrunk by the news, movies, 
and other entertainment sources.

Some people picture casinos popping from 
the ground everywhere, some imagine them as 
if they only have gaming tables, slot machines 
and cameras. People are often surprised by the 
fact that shopping malls exist inside the casi-
nos, that there are also restaurants. 

The third most commonly heard idea about 
Macau is that the territory used to be a Portu-
guese colony. When we reach this point, thin-
gs start to look more like our own life circle: 
everything, every thread goes back to where it 
started. 

When people start talking about Macau’s 
colonial identity in the past, people end up 
discussing the reasons behind Macau’s quiet-
ness, and they frequently associate Macau’s 
quietness to the Portuguese… suddenly, the 
conversation no longer concerns Macau. It be-
comes a comparison between the Portuguese 
and the British because of the Macau and Hong 
Kong brothers. 

Only then would I say people really start 
making educated guesses about Macau’s ca-
sinos, and about other topics concerning gam-
bling, movies, gangsters…

The four words “World”, “Tourism”, “Leisure”, 
and “Center” have never been mentioned during 
the conversations I have heard, nor have the 
terms “Portuguese Chicken” or “Gastronomy”. 

These terms start surfacing once someone 
plans a trip to Macau, but even so, “World”, 
“Tourism”, “Leisure” “Center” and “Gastronomy” 
will never be the words they would use to des-
cribe our city.

Our Desk
Julie Zhu

USA former first lady 
Barbara Bush is in failing 
health and after a series 
of hospitalizations, 
she has decided not to 
seek further medical 
treatment, a family 
spokesman says. 
Barbara Bush is the 
second woman in u.S. 
history to be both a wife 
and mother of a u.S. 
president (George and 
George W. bush). 

SyriA Russian Deputy 
foreign Minister Sergei 
Ryabkov said that 
the mission from the 
international chemical 
weapons watchdog 
cannot access the site 
of an alleged chemical 
attack near the Syrian 
capital without an 
appropriate u.n. permit. 
Ryabkov’s remarks 
could indicate a possible 
attempt to bog down 
the team from the 
organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons in the wake of 
the West’s airstrikes in 
Syria over the weekend.

CUbA The greatest 
immediate challenge for 
Raul Castro’s expected 
successor - 57-year-old 
vice President Miguel 
Diaz-Canel bermudez - is 
unwinding a byzantine 
dual-currency system. 
More on p15

Hollywood Actor John 
Stamos is a father. The 
54-year-old announced 
on Instagram the birth 
of his son, billy Stamos. 
Stamos says the child 
is named after the 
actor›s father. Stamos 
and 31-year-old Caitlin 
McHugh married in 
february. His publicist 
says “billy and Mom are 
both home and healthy.”

Bei Hu

INDustry exams in En-
glish are the latest exam-

ple of China’s financial ope-
ning up.

Starting next month, for the 
first time, foreign senior sta-
ff of private securities funds 
will be able to take the indus-
try’s qualifying exam in En-
glish, the Asset Management 
Association of China said on 
its website April 12. The tests 
are for staff including chair-
men and presidents, as well 
as investment, research and 
trading heads.

Fidelity International, UBS 
Asset Management and Man 
Group Plc are among foreign 
firms licensed for China’s 
2.6 trillion yuan (USD414 
billion) private securities 
funds industry, which ca-
ters to qualified domestic 
companies and wealthy in-
dividuals, rather than selling 
products to the public as mu-
tual funds do. The qualifying 
exams were previously only 
offered in Chinese, sending 
foreign firms scrambling for 
the limited pool of local lan-
guage speakers to fill such 
posts.

“This new development 
is a major step toward wel-
coming global talent,” Liu 
Ming, a senior associate at 
Shanghai-based consulting 
firm Z-Ben Advisors, said in 

an email. “This offers more 
opportunity for foreign ma-
nagers to transfer key senior 
members of their overseas 
teams to oversee and run 
their China operations.”

China has been highligh-

ting its plans to open up, as 
part of managing tensions 
with the U.S. including Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s threats 
to impose tariffs. More than 
30 foreign firms have set up 
wholly-owned investment 
management businesses 
in China and more than 10 
have registered with the as-
set management association 
to offer private securities in-
vestment funds, according to 
Z-Ben data.

The first English-language 
exam will be on May 4, ac-
cording to the association. 
The compliance and risk ma-
nagement heads of private 
securities funds will continue 
to be required to pass the 
Chinese-language qualifying 
exam, it added. Bloomberg

China’s latest financial 
opening up: an industry 
exam in English

Treasure island. Hundreds of thousand-year-old medieval Saxonian, ottoman, Danish and Byzantine coins and 
silver ornaments had been found near Schaprode on the northern German island of Ruegen in the Baltic Sea.
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Stefan Sauer/dpa via AP 
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This new 
development 
is a major 
step toward 
welcoming 
global talent.

LIU MING 
Z-BEN ADVISoRS
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The financial district of Pudong, Shanghai

ap
 p

h
ot

o


