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new art gallery 
opens

atlantic city 
rebounding 

A new art space opened 
earlier this month, kicking 
off with a photo exhibition 
titled Fukushima

The oceanside city is showing 
signs of a rebound, after a 
decade-long decline led to the 
closing of five of 12 casinos P3

gov’t calls 
eu remarks 
‘irresponsible’

IndonesIa A newly 
drilled unregulated 
oil well in western 
Indonesia exploded into 
flames early yesterday, 
burning 18 people 
to death and injuring 
dozens of others.

MalaysIa Police 
yesterday released a 
photo of one of the 
two alleged assailants 
who gunned down a 
Palestinian engineer over 
the weekend, and said 
they are believed to still 
be in the country.

PhIlIPPInes Tourists are 
spending their final hours 
on Boracay, enjoying the 
Philippine island’s famed 
white-sand beaches 
before it closes for up 
to six months to recover 
from overcrowding and 
development.

IndIa’s widening current-
account deficit is coming 
back to haunt the rupee, 
with analysts clamoring to 
lower forecasts on Asia’s 
second-worst performing 
currency.

Iran President Hassan 
Rouhani condemned talks 
between the U.S. and 
France over the multi-
party nuclear agreement, 
urging his American 
counterpart to stand by 
his existing commitments 
before seeking to impose 
additional demands.
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Chen Kaige to serve 
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Benfica’s efforts not enough 
to beat N. Korean side

The director of the 
famed “Farewell my 
Concubine” (pictured), 
Chen Kaige was 
appointed to serve 
as international jury 
president at the 
third edition of the 
International Film 
Festival & Awards – 
Macao later this year.
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Top MSAR officials receive 
‘training’ in Beijing 

Pousada de São Tiago expansion 
project moves forward 
The expansion of the 

Pousada de São Tiago 
Hotel, located in Barra, 
unveiled back in 2014, 
has received the green li-
ght from authorities and 
will soon move forward, 
the Land, Public Works 
and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT) confirmed to 
Jornal Tribuna de Macau, 
after receiving a favorable 
opinion from the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau.

The five-star hotel unit, 
installed since 1982 on 
the former São Tiago 
da Barra Fortress (da-

ting originally from the 
17th century), has been 
temporarily closed since 
the end of March 2017. 
At that time, the owner 
of the facility, lawmaker 
Angela Leong, announ-
ced its temporary closure 
due to a lack of guests at 
the hotel. This was mostly 
attributable to the negati-
ve impact of the adjacent 
construction of Barra’s 
multi-modal transpor-
tation center that will 
connect the light rail to 
other public transport 
systems upon completion.  

According to DSSOPT, the 
building owners are pre-
paring to move forward 
with the expansion, whi-
ch was announced by 
the contractor who won 
the tender for the works. 
The project scope covers 
a “new 7-storey building 
and vehicle access passa-
ges in the northeast of its 
current site.” The same 
company is also “under-
taking excavation, grani-
te chipping and crushing, 
anchor packing, slope 
consolidation and other 
site levelling engineering, 

as well as the construc-
tion of reinforced concre-
te structures for the new 
hotel, outer walls, electro-
mechanical devices, gar-
dens and other works.” 
The company responsi-
ble for the project, the 
Metallurgical Corpora-
tion of China Ltd (MCC) 
Overseas, also annou-
nced on their website 
in early December that 
the works commenced 
in mid-November last 
year, but did not speci-
fy a date of completion. 
When the hotel closure 

was first announced in 
February last year, Leong 
said that the hotel would 
reopen once the cons-
truction of the Light Rail 
Transit facilities was fi-

nished, noting that all 
employees working at the 
hotel unit would be tem-
porarily relocated to other 
hotels belonging to the 
group. 

Chinese Vice Premier 
Han Zheng Tuesday met 

with senior officials and the 
prosecutor general of the 
MSAR to discuss matters inclu-
ding the “comprehensive and 
accurate implementation” of 
the one country, two systems 
policy and the Basic Law, ac-
cording to several reports.

Han, who is also a member of 
the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China Central 

Committee, said the top Ma-
cau officials should safeguard 
national sovereignty, securi-
ty, and development interests 
unwaveringly. He added that 
they should actively pursue de-
velopment, advance harmony, 
and firmly maintain lasting 
prosperity and stability in Ma-
cau.

The officials should work di-
ligently to help integrate Ma-
cau’s own development into 
the overall development of the 

country, and seek benefits for 
the people, Han said, according 
to a Xinhua report.

At the meeting, Han praised 
the Macau government officials 
for their achievements in the 
development of Macau as well 
as for bringing together all sec-
tors of society, consolidating 
and enhancing the prosperity 
and stability of the region.

Representing the Macau de-
legation, the Secretary for Ad-
ministration and Justice, Sonia 

Chan, spoke with the media, 
noting that this was the first 
time that Han had received re-
presentatives from Macau and 
Hong Kong since he took office, 
with the duties of being in char-
ge of the two regions’ affairs.

The secretary noted that, “it 
becomes imperative to respect 
the socialist system implemen-
ted by national institutions, as 
well as respect for the Com-
munist Party, according to the 
status of the ruling party in the 

country. […] It also becomes 
necessary to defend the powers 
of the Central Government, 
assimilating in an organic way 
the high level of autonomy 
enjoyed by the MSAR and to 
foster both the ‘political aware-
ness’ and the “awareness of the 
country’s general interests.”

As a third point, Chan no-
ted that is necessary to “seize 
local development opportu-
nities, benefit from Macau’s 
special characteristics to di-
versify its economy and to 
plan a long-term development 
according to such charac-
teristics and roles defined.” 
As a final point, Chan remarked 
on the topic of “caring [for] 
Macau’s people,” noting that 
Han said that the government 
“should work for the wellbeing 
and satisfaction of Macau resi-
dents, listening to their voices 
and requests,” in order to ensu-
re not only that the defined di-
rection is followed but to make 
it easy to spot possible shortco-
mings.

According to Xinhua, the Ma-
cau officials and the prosecutor 
general were in Beijing “for 
training.” Sonia Chan revea-
led that the training session 
organized for the Macau main 
officials, which was concluded 
yesterday, served to inform 
them about the national situa-
tion and to prepare all govern-
ment officials for the “new era” 
of “communism with Chinese 
characteristics” instituted by 
President Xi Jinping, as well as 
the new developments and in-
tentions on the relationship of 
China with other countries and 
regions in the light of the new 
international situation. 

Han Zheng meets the Macau delegation

Works at the plot facing the hotel led to its temporary closure 
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EU report calls for greater 
commitment to democracy

FooTBAll

Benfica efforts not enough to beat 4.25SC
Renato Marques 

Benfica de Macau 
football club lost 0-2 

against North Korea’s 
4.25 Sports Club yester-
day evening in match four 
(of six) of the group stage 
for the Asia Football Con-
federation (AFC) Cup. 
Benfica was trying to cor-
rect the mistakes made 
in the previous match 
against the same side two 
weeks ago, having lost 8-0 
in Pyongyang. This time, 
the local team started the 
game trying to control de-
fensively the best players 
of the North Korean club.

And things were running 
well until around the 16th 
minute of the first half, 
when the 4.25SC started 
to grow and to threaten 

to score. With a couple 
of good saves, goalkeeper 
Batista kept the nil.

The strategy of Benfica 

to hold the game was star-
ting to fail and the 4.25SC 
was playing wide on both 
left and right wings. Ben-

fica was trying to respond 
through the center with 
long-passes trying to rea-
ch the forward players.

At minute 23, in the se-
quence of a corner kick 
and with the ball crossing 
the box back and forth, 
Korean captain An Il Bon 
secured the first goal.

The game then ente-
red  the hardest phase for 
Benfica with several atta-
cks from 4.25SC that re-
sulted in a similar play as 
in the first goal, catching 
a rebound. The ball was 
kicked inside the box with 
the referee Omar Moha-
med Ahmed Hassan Al-A-
li pointing to the penalty 
mark by charge of Ngue-
ma over Kim Yu Song.

Called to convert, An 
kicked the ball with pre-
cision - touching the cros-
sbar - to make it 0-2, 31 
minutes into the first half 
of the match.

Until the half-time 
whistle, Benfica managed 
to balance forces and in 
the last five minutes even 
attempt on goal, but very 
far from a real scoring 
chance.

Following the break, the 
game was more evenly 
balanced and played a lot 
on the midfield with the 
best opportunities still co-
ming to the North Korean 
side and allowing Batista 
to shine with a few more 
good saves. The match 
reached fulltime with the 
same score as it had rea-
ched half-time - 0-2 - to 
North Korean side that 
with this win scored three 
more points and guaran-
tees its progress into the 
next stage of the compe-
tition.

The European Commis-
sion of the European 
Union has adopted the 
latest annual report to 

the European Parliament and 
the Council of Ministers on poli-
tical and economic developmen-
ts in the Macau SAR, covering 
2017. 

The report, which assesses the 
state of the politico-economic 
environment of Macau and de-
tails the nature of EU-Macau 
relations, found several areas of 
concern in Macau last year. Its 
findings led the political bloc to 
conclude that a greater commit-
ment to democracy, rule of law 
and protection for fundamental 
freedoms and rights was requi-
red in the MSAR.

In particular, the European 
Union lobbied for “greater pu-
blic involvement” in the election 
of Macau’s chief executive and 
the Legislative Assembly, which 
“would enhance their legitima-
cy, increase public support and 
strengthen governance.”

The EU said that work is on-
going regarding the commit-
ments taken by the Macau go-
vernment to address the EU’s 
concerns under its screening 
of third countries and jurisdic-
tions’ taxation policies and prac-
tices. In December last year, 
Macau was temporarily black-
listed by the European political 
bloc, accused of being a tax ha-
ven.

The report mentions several 
worrying developments, inclu-
ding the banning of activists, 
lawmakers and journalists from 
entering Macau last year and 
self-censorship of the media.

“There appears to be a de-
gree of self-censorship [in the 
media], particularly in Chine-
se-language media and when 
reporting on Chinese affairs. 
NGOs and media activists conti-
nue to raise concerns over self-
censorship, which is due to the 

media’s reliance on government 
funding.”

It also mentioned allegations 
from pro-democracy activists 
that the Central Government un-
lawfully hacked their social me-
dia, email and instant messaging 
services in order to monitor elec-
tion campaign activity. 

Meanwhile, the EU praised the 
local government’s fight against 
human trafficking – for example 
through training sessions, public 
awareness campaigns and in-
creased cooperation with main-
land Chinese and Hong Kong 
intelligence agencies. However, 
it added that “trafficking in hu-
man beings remains an issue in 
Macau” and that “the number of 
prosecutions and convictions re-
mains low despite a large num-
ber of complaints.”

In economic terms, the Macau 
economy appeared to be making 
strong gains in its recovery, the 
EU said. In particular, the “diver-
sification of the gambling sector 
gained some ground over the last 
year,” even as it remains a long-
term goal of the government.

Gov’t: European Union making 
‘irresponsible’ comments 
The local government has reacted yesterday 

to the European Union annual report on Ma-
cau, expressing its strong opposition to claims 
made in the document.

According to a statement issued by the Gover-
nment Information Bureau, the report “contains 
groundless and baseless claims, and made irres-
ponsible comments about Macau’s internal af-
fairs.”

The statement continues by saying that “Ma-
cau’s internal affairs are a domestic matter for 

China: foreign countries have no right to interfe-
re in China’s domestic affairs.”

Claiming as “undeniable facts” that the MSAR 
“has been strictly implementing the principle of 
‘One country, two systems’, ‘Macau people go-
verning Macau’ and the exercise of a high degree 
of autonomy”, the statement claims that “the 
successful implementation of the above is effec-
tive in maintaining the political stability of Ma-
cao, in boosting economic development, and in 
strengthening social harmony.” 

 The report 
mentions 
the banning 
of activists, 
lawmakers and 
journalists from 
entering Macau
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Arts Festival 
kicks off 
tomorrow 
The 29th Macao Arts Festival 

(MAF) kicks off tomorrow with 
an opening ceremony at 7.40 p.m. 
in the lobby of the Macau Cultural 
Centre. 

With the theme “Origin” – whi-
ch symbolizes the “spring of life” – 
this edition of the MAF presents 26 
shows and exhibitions, as well as an 
outreach program, for a total of over 
100 activities.

The festival opens with stage play 
“Das Kapital” on April 27 and 28, 
presented by the Shanghai Drama-
tic Arts Centre. The new version of 
Karl Marx’s grand classic incorpora-
tes local elements and illustrates the 
duality of capitalism through black 
humor. 

On the same days, local choreogra-
pher Tracy Wong will present “Les 
Curious Fringes – Blast of the Cave”, 
a theatrical dance performance in-
corporating visual art installations. 

Based on the performance “The 
Victory Shipyard” in 2017, the play 
“Sunset at the Shipyards” by Dream 
Theatre Association will be held on 
April 28 and 29, with a total runtime 
of two hours and 15 minutes per ses-
sion. It focuses on Macau residents’ 
recognition of the need to conserve 
local culture by retelling the history 
of the local shipbuilding industry. 

A Portuguese artist will also pre-
sent experimental theatre “Para-
somnia”, which integrates installa-
tions with images and sounds, from 
May 2 to 6 at the Mandarin’s House.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau said in 
a statement yesterday that tickets to 
certain programs are limited.

IFFAM

Chen Kaige to serve 
as int’l jury president

Health Bureau issues alert to 
avoid measles affected areas
The Health Bureau 

(SSM) has issued 
a warning regarding 
a measles outbreak in 
Okinawa, Japan, whi-
ch has also affected 
Taiwan.

The SSM informed 
that it is currently mo-
nitoring the situation in 
neighboring regions and 
warns residents with 
children younger than 
one years old are not to 
travel to affected areas. 
The bureau also states 
that it will not permit 

vaccinations of children 
below the age of one, 
even if those children 
are travelling, because 
the vaccine has limited 
effectiveness in infants 
of such a young age. Ac-
cording to the SSM, the 
vaccine is not immedia-
tely effective and requi-
res a minimum of two 
weeks to trigger some 
degree of immunity.

The bureau also war-
ns all parents to avoid 
travelling to affected 
areas with unvaccina-

ted infants, noting that, 
according to the World 
Health Organization 
(WHO), the clinical ef-
ficacy of the first vacci-
nation in infants under 
nine months of age or 
between nine and 11 
months of age is only 72 
to 77 percent efficacious 
respectively. The vacci-
ne’s efficacy increases to 
93 percent if the child is 
over one year of age.

When the vaccination 
process is complete af-
ter the second inocula-

tion, the vaccine pro-
duces an efficacy of 97 
percent.

According to the WHO 
recommendations, Ma-
cau has developed a 
vaccination regime in 
which children are vac-
cinated against measles 
first at 12 months of age, 
and again at 18 months. 
This regime provides 
permanent protection 
against measles, ac-
cording to the SSM.  
In the past, the first ino-
culation that was given 

to nine-month-old chil-
dren was suspended 
due to low efficiency 
and due to the absence 
of any current risks of 
an epidemic outbreak 
in Macau, given that the 
disease had been well 
under control for a long 
time.

Nevertheless, the 
SSM noted that there 
are several neighbo-
ring regions where ou-
tbreaks of the disease 
occur often, especially 
in some provinces in 
the mainland, Taiwan 
and Okinawa, advising 
residents to take spe-
cial precautions when 
travelling to these loca-
tions. 

Chinese filmmaker 
Chen Kaige has 
agreed to serve as in-
ternational jury pre-

sident at the third edition of 
the International Film Fes-
tival & Awards – Macao la-
ter this year, according to the 
Hollywood Reporter.

Kaige, who is famously the 
only Chinese filmmaker to 

have won the Cannes Palme 
d’Or, is a leading figure in what 
is sometimes termed the “fifth 
generation” of Chinese cinema.

He will lead the judging pa-
nel for the festival’s main com-
petition segment, dedicated 
to first- and second-time fil-
mmakers.

IFFAM festival director Mike 
Goodridge told the film and 

television media outlet that it 
was a “great honor” to welco-
me Kaige as international jury 
president.

“That he has agreed to be 
our jury president this year is 
a great honor to our festival,” 
he said. “With a 35-year fil-
mography spanning Yellow 
Earth (1984) to last year’s di-
zzyingly spectacular Legend of 

the Demon Cat, he pioneered 
a new era in Chinese cinema 
in the 1980s and 1990s, yet 
continues to challenge himself 
today with the same energy, 
ambition and command of the 
medium across many different 
genres.”

Citing further comments of 
Goodridge, the Hollywood Re-
porter noted that there will be 
several new additions to the 
festival this year, including a 
showcase called “New Chinese 
Cinema” that will feature se-
lections of Chinese-language 
cinema from 2018. 

Another new element will be 
a “For All the Family” segment, 
screening family film favorites 
from around the world.

Meanwhile, many of the po-
pular segments from previous 
years are also set to return this 
year. Among them is Flying 
Daggers - a selection of inter-
national genre films - the Best 
of Fest Panorama, the Direc-
tor’s Choice Retrospective (in 
which international directors 
select some of their favorite 
classic genre films), and the 
usual array of special presen-
tations and career achieve-
ment awards.

The third edition of the film 
festival is due to be held in 
Macau between December 8 
and 14.

Chen Kaige
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Lynzy Valles

A new art space in the 
city officially opened 
earlier this month, ki-
cking off with a photo 

exhibition, Fukushima.
Cora Si, former curator of the 

Ox Warehouse art association, 
said that a local design com-
pany, Chiii Design, has lent the 
space to the group and provided 
them with the facilities to hold 
art exhibitions.

Speaking to the Times, Si ex-
plained that the space, “At Li-
ght,” is not restricted to exhi-
biting any form of artwork. In-
deed, the next exposition will 
feature a private collection of oil 
paintings. 

“Actually we don’t [target] a 
specific kind of exhibition. Now 
it’s mainly contemporary art,” 
said Si.

Initially, the art space behind 
the government headquar-
ters was formerly named “Chii 
Gallery,” but it was not fully uti-
lized.

“The idea for this gallery was to 
use it as an exhibition space but 
the gallery did not think about 
what kind of [exhibitions] they 
want it to have,” said Si.

“Later on, the gallery met with 
us and they thought that it’s 
okay to lend the place to us, so 
[that’s] why we’re here now,” the 
curator said.

Currently, the art space is 
showcasing the works of photo-

grapher Kan Tai Wong, who do-
cumented the livelihood of cities 
and towns damaged by the Great 
East Japan Earthquake in 2011.

The following year, he entered 
the exclusion zone established 
after the Fukushima nuclear 
disaster and took photos with a 
Polaroid camera, believing that 
the particular medium would 
add an additional emotional 
layer of color.

The photographs show the li-
velihood of residents in the af-
termath of the earthquake, in-
cluding farmers growing cops in 
their restored lands while villa-
gers carry out rituals and festi-
vals. 

Meanwhile, the curator belie-
ves that the art space serves as 
a platform for artists to freely 
showcase their works.

“This place is beautiful, and 
has an old style western archi-
tecture. I think this is really 
an ideal space. I even think it’s 
more beautiful than the exhibi-
tion spaces in Taipa Museum,” 
she remarked.

Comparing it to the previous 
art space for which she curated, 
Si noted that “At Light” gives a 

different vibe and receives much 
more freedom to showcase va-
rious artworks.

“The government lent the pre-
vious one [Ox Warehouse] and 
they gave us freedom [to show-
case artworks], but the people 

I’m working with are different 
now […] and they’re really easy 
to work with,” said Si.

“We want to keep the flexibility 
of “At Light” when we are ope-
rating this space because many 
[art] spaces have restrictions re-

garding how you want to display 
artworks, which isn’t so good,” 
the curator added. 

Si revealed that “At Light” is 
planning to hold six exhibitions 
this year, along with a commu-
nity event. 

New gallery pledges to  
present art with no restrictions

Cora Si
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Chong Sai 
pharmacy to 
temporarily close
The Chong Sai Pharmacy, said to be 
Sun Yat Sen’s former workplace and 
currently operating as a museum, will 
temporarily close to the public in order 
for its electric facilities to be renovated. 
According to a statement issued 
yesterday, the venue will be closed on 
May 5 between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m.

ID launches sports 
events page 
The Sports Bureau (ID) has launched the 
Facebook page “Macao Major Sporting 
Events” to spread information about 
sport events held in Macau. According to 
a statement issued yesterday by the ID, 
the page will include news about events 
such as the Dragon Boat Races and the 
Macau Grand Prix. The page will include 
ticketing information and interviews 
with athletes. 

Specific accusation 
considered for fake 
marriages
 
Local authorities are considering 
amending the immigration regulations 
and laws of Macau in order to combat 
fake marriages. In a response to 
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok’s written 
enquiry, the Office of the Secretary for 
Security announced that the security 
force is considering amending the city’s 
laws so as to set up a specific offence 
for fake marriage, thus deterring crimes 
of this nature. The office noted that, 
in Macau, due to the current laws and 
regulations, people may obtain residence 
status through a fake marriage. 
However, the actions perpetrated by 
these people indeed violate the law, 
because forged documents are provided. 
The office said that it has noticed 
criminals using the Internet to promote 
fake marriages. 

108 graduated 
from IPM Seniors 
Academy
 
A total of 108 senior citizens have 
graduated from the Seniors Academy 
of the Macao Polytechnic Institute 
(IPM). The director of the academy, 
Lam Wan Mei, said that there have been 
a growing number of senior citizens 
applying to the Seniors Academy in 
recent years. In 2017, 673 senior citizens 
registered with the school, with IPM 
admitting approximately 140 people.  
This coming July, the academy plans to 
enroll approximately 120 new students. 
According to Lam, the government 
is planning to allow IPM to provide 
additional student positions within the 
Seniors Academy. 

GAMInG 

Wynn Resorts’ new 
CEO scales back his 
predecessors’ projects

Macau operations drive 
Wynn’s revenue growth
Wynn Resorts 

Ltd. has released 
its financial results for 
the first quarter of 2018, 
which show that its 
operating revenue rose 
more than 20 percent 
over the same quarter in 
2017 to USD1.72 billion 
(MOP13.87 billion). 

According to the com-
pany, the increase was 
led by an improvement 
in the revenue of Wynn 
Palace and Wynn Ma-
cau. The two resorts 
saw their revenue rise 
by $213.5 million and 
$65.5 million respec-
tively, representing 95 
percent of Wynn’s total 
growth in operating re-
venue. Meanwhile, Las 
Vegas operations saw 
its revenue increase by 
just USD12.8 million 
year-on-year.

The company’s new 
CEO, Matt Maddox, 
said he was “as excited 
as ever about the future 
prospects of this com-
pany.” He said the com-
pany had seen “no de-
gradation of business” 
during a reporting pe-

riod marked by scandal.
In terms of casino re-

venue, Wynn Macau re-
gistered $539 million in 
the quarter, a 10.5 per-
cent increase compared 
with the first quarter of 
2017. Meanwhile, casi-
no revenues from Wynn 
Palace amounted to 
$568.5 million, increa-
sing more than 50 per-
cent year-on-year. 

Non-casino revenues 
from Wynn Macau and 
Wynn Palace amoun-
ted to $79.2 million and 
$97.4 million respecti-

vely, an increase of 22.3 
percent and 29.5 per-
cent each, according to 
the company.

Nevertheless, the 
company registered 
a net loss attributab-
le to Wynn Resorts of 
$204.3 million or $1.99 
per diluted share in the 
first quarter of 2018, 
down from a net inco-
me of $100.8 million 
in the first quarter of 
last year. In its financial 
statement, Wynn Re-
sorts said that the loss 
was primarily due to a 

$463.6 million litiga-
tion settlement expen-
se.

For the first three 
months of 2018, adjus-
ted property EBITDA 
rose 32 percent year-on- 
year to $564.3 million, 
as a result of increases 
of $100.1 million, $28.7 
million and $8 million 
from Wynn Palace, 
Wynn Macau and Las 
Vegas operations res-
pectively.

Wynn Resorts also 
approved a cash divi-
dend of $0.75 per share 
this week, payable as of 
May 29, 2018, to sto-
ckholders on record as 
of May 17, 2018. This 
marks a 50 percent in-
crease in the quarterly 
cash dividend from the 
final quarter of 2017, 
the company said.

The company’s ear-
nings report came a 
day after founder Steve 
Wynn’s ex-wife, Elaine 
Wynn – who is also the 
biggest shareholder and 
co-founder of Wynn Re-
sorts – announced she 
was seeking to remove 

one of the company’s di-
rectors overseeing an in-
ternal investigation into 
sexual misconduct alle-
gations. Elaine Wynn 
said, in a filing with U.S. 
regulators on Monday, 
that John Hagenbuch 
is allied too closely with 
Steve Wynn, and asked 
shareholders to reject 
his re-election.

In a statement respon-
ding to Elaine Wynn’s 
letter, the company no-
ted its decision last week 
to add three women di-
rectors to its board but 
did not directly address 
Hagenbuch’s status.

The final chapter of 
the company’s long- 
running legal battle 
also ended earlier this 
month, with Wynn 
agreeing to pay his ex- 
wife $25 million in a se-
ttlement. Elaine Wynn 
had joined the dispute 
alleging that she had 
been unfairly removed 
from the board by her 
ex-husband and others 
in 2015 because of her 
inquiries into company 
activities.

Wynn Resorts said 
Elaine Wynn had dro-
pped claims against it, 
and that the company 
made no payment un-
der the agreement.

Christopher Palmeri

Wynn Resorts 
Ltd.’s new chief 
executive officer 
said he’s pulling 

back on some of the projects 
begun by founder and prede-
cessor Steve Wynn, including 

a lake resort under develop-
ment in Las Vegas.

Speaking on his first earnin-
gs call since replacing Wynn in 
February, Matt Maddox said a 
new resort with a nightly, floa-
ting parade on a lake will be 
scaled back in favor of beaches 
and bars focused squarely on 

high-end customers. He cal-
led the proposed USD3 billion 
budget for Paradise Park “not 
sustainable.” Maddox is also 
reviewing plans for another 
project on recently purchased 
land across the street from the 
company’s original Wynn Las 
Vegas.

Maddox is taking steps to 
show the company is changing 
since Wynn left two months 
ago following allegations of se-
xual misconduct dating back 
decades. The new CEO said 
the company considered more 
than 50 candidates before se-
lecting three women to join 
the board this month. He said 
the company also added paid 
parental leave benefits.

Maddox said his goal is “re-
ducing the noise surrounding 
our business.”

Wynn Resorts is under inves-
tigation by casino regulators 
in Nevada, Macau and Mas-
sachusetts over the actions of 
former CEO Steven Wynn and 
the board’s handling of the 
allegations against him. That 
hasn’t hurt results at the com-
pany, which owns casinos in 
Las Vegas and Macau.

Macau is rebounding from a 
multiyear slump. New resorts, 
including one that Wynn opened 
in August of 2016, have stimula-
ted demand. MDT/Bloomberg

Matt Maddox

 Maddox 
said his goal 
is ‘reducing 
the noise 
surrounding 
our business’
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mgm organizes session to enhance gastronomic development

Wynn yesterday announ-
ced the introduction of clean 
energy buses to optimize its 
existing shuttle fleet.

As part of the initial incep-
tion period for the project, 
Wynn has purchased eight 
clean energy buses to offer 
hotel guests transportation 
services to and from its ho-
tels, the gaming operator 
announced in a statement.

The zero-emission fleet in-
cludes six tour coaches and 
two “public bus” style vehi-
cles, which are expected to 
enter service in May 2018.

Wynn stated that it will gra-
dually implement the use of 

An exchange session has 
taken place, organized by 
MGM, between the Task Group 
for the Promotion of Gastro-
nomy and Cultural Industries 
of The Committee of Cultural 
Industries and MGM Cotai’s ce-
lebrity chef, Graham Elliot.

This special session aimed to 
exchange ideas about how to 
enhance the city’s gastronomic 
development with art and cultu-
ral elements so as to reinforce 
its designation as a UNESCO 
Creative City of Gastronomy.

Members of the Task Group 
visited the restaurant kitchen 
of Coast and were introduced 
to the restaurant’s philosophy 

wynn introduces zero-emission buses

clean energy buses in the 
future. 

The clean energy buses 
are aimed at achieving ze-
ro-emissions.

This follows Wynn’s initia-
tive in 2016, in response to 
the government’s transport 
integration arrangements 
involving cooperation with 
another gaming operator 
to enhance its hotel shutt-
le bus service. The initia-
tive involves the launch of 
a joint shuttle bus route to 
connect passengers be-
tween the respective pro-
perties and the Gongbei 
Border Gate. 

and inspirations from local 
flavors, according to a state-
ment released by the gaming 
operator.

The whole group was then 
joined by Grant Bowie, CEO 
and executive director of MGM 
China Holdings Limited, to fur-
ther discuss the next step in 
promoting a more creative and 
vibrant gastronomic scene in 
Macau.

Chef Graham Elliot said at 
the discussion, “Macau is a 
place with rich cultural herita-
ge and unique flavors and, so 
far, it is the only place out[side] 
of America [in which] I am inte-
rested in running a restaurant.”

Aerial views of Atlantic City

GAMInG

Just as Atlantic City stems bleeding, 
competition comes calling
Elise Young

Four nights of Beyonce fai-
led to ignite lasting buzz for 

Revel, the USD2.4 billion Atlan-
tic City casino that flopped after 
little more than two years. Now 
the Hard Rock Hotel & Casino is 
heading to New Jersey’s battered 
gambling resort with a mix for 
the masses: country greats, hea-
dline comics, 1980s pop stars, 
even a hypnotist.

The oceanside city is showing 
signs of a rebound, after a decade
-long decline led to the closing of 
five of 12 casinos, With two new 
venues set to open in 2018, Go-
vernor Phil Murphy is projecting 
the highest casino-tax revenue in 
eight years - just as more com-
petition has arrived or is coming 
in Massachusetts, New York and 
Rhode Island.

Murphy, a Democrat who took 
office in January, already is taking 
steps to end the state takeover of 
Atlantic City that was pushed 
by his predecessor, Republican 
Chris Christie, and opposed by 
local officials, unions and resi-
dents. At the same time, Pennsyl-
vania, which overtook Atlantic 
City as the second-largest U.S. 
gambling market in 2012, now 
allows betting at truck stops and 
airports and has cleared the way 
for a second Philadelphia casino.

“The Northeast is just a disas-
ter waiting to happen,” said Alan 
Woinski, president of Gaming 
USA, a Paramus, New Jersey-ba-
sed gambling consulting com-
pany. “There will be closings in 
the next few years.”

During Atlantic City’s 2006 
peak, New Jersey collected 
$417.5 million in taxes on casino 
revenue, money dedicated to pro-
grams for senior citizens, educa-
tion and the disabled. Last year 
the total was half that, even with 
the addition of $37 million from 
online gambling. For the fiscal 
year that starts July 1, Murphy is 

budgeting $238 million, a figure 
not reached since 2010.

Murphy, a former Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc. senior direc-
tor, campaigned on returning 
the 39,000-resident city to local 
control. On April 16 he announ-
ced plans to remove the law firm 
overseeing Atlantic City. While 
the firm, headed by a Christie ally, 
saved the city tens of millions of 
dollars with a bond deal, private 
trash collection and lower fire and 
police costs, it charged more than 
$4 million, according to public re-
cords obtained by Bloomberg.

“Atlantic City has without ques-
tion turned a corner, but it still 
has a ways to go,” Murphy said 
in Jersey City on April 19. “We’ve 
now begun to undo this big-foo-
ting, the taking over.”

Atlantic City, which has a mo-
nopoly on gambling in New Jer-
sey, once relied on casinos for 70 
percent of its property taxes. Five 
casinos closed from 2013 to 2016, 
and the city’s credit rating was 
cut to junk by Moody’s Investors 
Service in 2014 and Standard & 
Poor’s in 2015.

While the city remains below 
investment grade, Atlantic City 
gambling revenue rose for a se-

cond-straight year in 2017, hel-
ped by the increase in Internet 
gambling.

Ocean Resort Casino at the for-
mer Revel property, bought by 
Colorado developer Bruce Deifik 
for $200 million in January, ex-
pects a September opening. Hard 
Rock is scheduled to open June 28 
at the former Trump Taj Mahal, 
once owned by Donald Trump, 
and has promised more than 200 
live shows in its first year.

“It’s not about gaming -- it’s 
about entertainment,” Jim Allen, 
Hard Rock International’s chief 
executive, said April 18 when he 
announced the casino’s opening 
date at the company’s Times 
Square restaurant. “We come to 
Atlantic City with a mindset of 
growing the market.”

In January, though, Moody’s 
said U.S. Northeast gambling is 
saturated and cited “cannibaliza-
tion” of gaming revenue in New 
York after two casinos opened 
there. In another report, S&P said 
overall competition will become 
fiercer.

“Commercial casino gaming 
expansion in the region may pro-
vide short-term economic and 
budgetary gains, but is unlikely 

to improve state credit quality 
and may prove a long-term credit 
risk for states in the region,” S&P 
analysts Timothy Little and Eden 
Perry wrote on Jan. 24.

Revel’s grand opening in May 
2012 drew then-First Lady Mi-
chelle Obama and her daugh-
ters to one of four concerts by 
Beyonce. Spas and fine dining, 
though, weren’t enough to lure 
high rollers, and bread-and-bu-
tter visitors were turned off by a 
smoking ban and the lack of bu-
ffet dining. It closed in Septem-
ber 2014 having twice declared 

bankruptcy.
The Hard Rock, with a $375 

million renovation of Trump’s 
onetime boardwalk property, will 
be the first Atlantic City casino to 
open in more than six years. The 
plan calls for 2,200 slot machines 
and 125 card tables, plus more 
than 150,000 square feet of event 
space.

While Revel sought a cliente-
le that would think nothing of 
dropping big bucks for Beyonce, 
Hard Rock is going for broader 
appeal, with comedians Amy 
Schumer and Jon Lovitz and 
country stars Florida Georgia 
Line and Blake Shelton. Other 
acts include lesser-known come-
dian-turned-hypnotist DougT 
and ’80s rockers Rick Springfield 
and Pat Benatar.

“You may not be bringing in the 
most coveted acts but you don’t 
necessarily want that customer 
anyway - you need the more well- 
rounded customer that’s going 
to gamble, spend money in the 
bars,” said Woinski, the Gaming 
USA consultant.

The oversight prescribed by 
Christie has put the city itself in 
less risky shape. S&P said it’s “un-
likely to face a near-term credit or 
payment crisis” through October 
after cutting its budget, settling 
tax appeals and beginning to col-
lect casino payments in lieu of 
taxes. S&P still considers the city 
“very weak” on economy, mana-
gement, budget, liquidity, debt 
and pension obligations.

Meanwhile, gamblers have 
plenty of closer-to-home alter-
natives to driving 100 kilometers 
from Philadelphia and 127 miles 
from New York City.

“You’re never going to get back 
to the point where Atlantic City 
has a monopoly on Eastern gam-
bling,” S&P credit analyst David 
Hitchcock said by telephone. 
“You’re never going to have that 
dominant draw from other sta-
tes.” Bloomberg 

 Atlantic City, 
which has a 
monopoly on 
gambling in 
new Jersey, 
once relied on 
casinos for 70 
percent of its 
property taxes
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Brazil is 
the main 
supplier 
of pork to 
China
Brazil has become the 

main supplier of pork to 
China, said Ricardo Santin, 
vice president of markets 
for the Brazilian Associa-
tion of Animal Proteins 
(ABPA), adding that sales 
in March increased 178 per-
cent year-on-year to 13,600 
tons.

“This growth rate was also 
registered with Hong Kong, 
with a 58 percent increase, 
and given the trade dispu-
tes between China and the 
United States, numbers are 
expected to grow further, 
gradually regaining pre-
viously levels of shipments, 
reducing the losses caused 
by the suspension of sales to 
Russia,” said Santin, quoted 
by the Brazilian press.

Figures released by the 
Brazilian Ministry of Indus-
try, Foreign Trade and Ser-
vices showed that Brazilian 
exports of pork to China 
reached 39,200 tons in the 
first quarter of this year, an 
increase of 151.6 percent 
compared to the same pe-
riod of the previous year.

The rapid growth in the 
sale of pork to China has 
helped to offset the drop 
in exports to Russia, which 
banned imports of Brazilian 
pork products in December 
2017, Chinese state news-
paper Global Times repor-
ted.

In the first quarter of 
2018, Brazilian pork com-
panies exported 129,300 
tons, which was 11.9 per-
cent below the tonnage 
recorded in 2017, with re-
venues falling 24.6 percent 
to $275.6 million, against 
$365.5 million a year ear-
lier.  MDT/Macauhub

AFRICA

Smaller lusophone countries 
economies grow above average 

Angola’s net international 
reserves continue to fall
Angola’s net in-

ternational reser-
ves were the lowest sin-
ce April 2017, totaling 
USD12.839 billion, down 
1.69 percent compared 
to $13.06 billion recor-
ded in January, accor-
ding to statistics released 
by the National Bank of 
Angola.

Angolan newspaper 

Mercado reported that 
the country’s net inter-
national reserves have 

fallen by 47 percent since 
2015 when the economy 
began to feel the effects 

of the drop in oil prices 
and also the year in whi-
ch the gradual decline of 
those reserves began.

The prolonged drop in 
the price of oil is one of 
the factors that have con-
tributed to the continued 
decline in net internatio-
nal reserves, thus contra-
dicting the government’s 
objectives in the Macroe-

conomic Stabilization 
Plan (2017-2018), which 
seeks to stabilize reser-
ves, to ensure at least six 
months of imports.

According to the most 
recent data published 
by the Angolan central 
bank, the country’s net 
international reserves 
stood at $18.66 billion 
in April 2017, and sin-
ce then it has been gra-
dually moving forward 
with August, for exam-
ple, recording a fall 
of almost $2 billion.  
MDT/Macauhub

São Tomé and Príncipe, 
Guinea Bissau and Cape 
Verde, the three smallest 
Portuguese-speaking 

African economies, are expec-
ted to see economic growth in 
2018 well above the average for 
the sub-Saharan Africa region, 
according to the latest forecast 
from the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

Projections are particularly fa-
vorable for São Tomé and Prín-
cipe, which will see its economic 
growth accelerate to 5 percent 
this year, up from 4 percent last 
year, gaining even more mo-
mentum in 2019, rising to 5.5 
percent.

In the case of Guinea-Bissau, 
this year and in 2019 the coun-
try is expected to keep the same 
pace of economic growth recor-
ded in 2017 – 5.5 percent.

With regional economic grow-
th increasing to 3.4 percent this 
year and 3.7 percent in the next, 
Cape Verde accelerates this year 
to 4.3 percent growth but is ex-
pected to slow to 4 percent next 
year.

The two largest Portuguese- 
speaking African economies will 

see below average growth this 
year and next, with Mozambi-
que slowing to 3 percent this 
year and 2.5 percent in the next, 
which is a downward review of 
previous IMF forecasts. Howe-
ver, the Mozambican economy 
presents the most encouraging 
prospects for the medium term 
– 9.9 percent growth in 2023, a 
year in which the country’s natu-
ral gas exploration is expected to 
begin.

Angola is expected to record the 
lowest growth among Portugue-
se-speaking African countries 

in 2018 and 2019 – 2.2 percent 
and 2.4 percent, respectively, 
according to the upward review 
of IMF forecasts. For 2023, the 
forecast is more encouraging, 
4.9 percent, which is above the 
regional average.

Angola’s economic growth fo-
recasts by the Economist Intelli-
gence Unit (EIU) are less gene-
rous than those of the IMF, pro-
jecting a rate of just 1.7 percent 
this year.

In Africa’s Pulse report, a six- 
month review of the state of 
African economies conducted by 

the World Bank, also released 
last week, Angola is singled out 
along with Nigeria and South 
Africa, as examples of “gradual 
recovery of growth” in the big-
gest economies.

“For many African countries, 
economic recovery is vulnerable 
to price fluctuations and the pro-
duction of raw materials,” said 
Punam Chuhan-Pole, the World 
Bank’s chief economist and au-
thor of the report, stressing the 
need for “diversification strate-
gies” at a governmental level.

Overall, the World Bank con-
siders that the recovery in sub-
Saharan Africa is not fast enou-
gh, with growth levels still far 
below pre-crisis levels and it is 
urgent to accelerate and extend 
macroeconomic and structural 
reforms “to achieve high and 
sustained growth levels.”

The report also points to an in-
crease in public debt in relation 
to Gross Domestic Product in 
the region and a change in debt 
composition, “since countries 
have moved away from traditio-
nal sources of financing on pre-
ferential terms to other market- 
based ones.”  Macau/Macauhub

São Tomé, the capital city of the African Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe 
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Attendees look at the E-SEED concept car by Chinese automaker BYD after a press conference at the China Auto Show in Beijing yesterday

BelT & RoAd

Chinese automaker plans electric 
car production in South Africa
Joe McDonald, Beijing

A state-owned Chinese au-
tomaker announced plans 

to produce electric vehicles in 
South Africa, highlighting the 
growing role of the world’s lar-
gest auto market in a technolo-
gy seen as the global industry’s 
future.

BAIC Group’s announcement 
at the Beijing auto show, the 
industry’s biggest sales event of 
the year, came as Nissan unvei-
led its first electric car designed 
for China while General Motors 
displayed Buick SUV it says can 
go 600 kilometers on one char-
ge. Chinese automaker Gee-
ly debuted a gasoline-electric 
hybrid developed with its Swe-
dish sister company, Volvo Cars.

Electrics are money-losers 
for most producers, but auto-
makers are investing heavily 
in what they see as the wave of 
the future, especially in China. 
Its communist leaders want to 
make their country a center for 
the emerging industry and are 
promoting electrics with subsi-
dies and other tools.

China accounted for half of last 
year’s global sales of electrics. 
Auto executives say Chinese sa-
les of electrics and hybrids could 
top 1 million vehicles this year.

BAIC is preparing to set up 
a “new energy car production 
base” in South Africa by the end 
of June, said chairman Xu Heyi. 
Xu said it would have an annual 
production capacity of 100,000 
vehicles but he gave no details of 

how much of the manufacturing 
would be done in South Africa.

That would make BAIC the se-
cond Chinese company to pro-
duce electric vehicles abroad, 
following BYD Auto, which ma-
nufactures battery-powered bu-
ses in a California factory.

“BAIC is going to become a lea-
ding domestic and world-class 
new energy car-manufacturing 
company,” Xu said.

BAIC makes a popular low-pri-
ced line of plug-in electrics. It 
plans to increase total annual 
sales of electrified models to 1.5 
million by 2025, Xu told repor-
ters.

The government is shifting the 
financial burden for developing 
e-vehicles to automakers with 
quotas that take effect next year. 
They require them to earn cre-
dits by selling electrics or buy 
them from competitors. That 
is forcing brands to create mo-
dels that can appeal to Chinese 
buyers without subsidies.

At the auto show’s media day, 
Nissan Motor Co. unveiled its 
Sylphy Zero Emission, the first 
of 20 electric models the Japa-
nese automaker and its local 
partner plan to roll out in China 
over the next five years. Nissan 
says the Sylphy, a lower-priced 
version of its popular Leaf, can 
go 338 kilometers on a charge.

“The new EV era for Nissan 
begins today,” said Jose Munoz, 
chairman of Nissan’s manage-
ment committee for China. Mu-
noz said the car is part of efforts 
to make China a “profit pillar” 

for Nissan along with Japan and 
North America.

The Beijing show, Auto China 
2018, is being overshadowed 
by mounting trade tensions 
between Beijing and U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump, who has 
threatened to hike tariffs on Chi-
nese goods including automobi-
les in a dispute over technology 
policy.

The impact on automakers 
should be small, according to in-
dustry analysts, because exports 
amount to only a few thousand 
vehicles a year. Those include a 
GM SUV, the Envision, and Vol-
vo Cars sedans made in China 
for export to the United States.

China’s first-quarter sales of 
electrics and gasoline-electric 
hybrids rose 154 percent over a 
year earlier to 143,000 units, ac-
cording to the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers. 
That compares with sales of just 
under 200,000 for all of last 
year in the United States, the 
No. 2 market.

GM, Ford Motor Co., Daimler 
AG’s Mercedes unit and other 
automakers are developing mo-
dels for China with local part-
ners that deliver more range at 
lower prices.

On Tuesday, Volkswagen un-
veiled the E20X, an SUV that 
is the first model for SOL, an 
electric brand launched by the 
German automaker with a Chi-
nese partner. The E20X, pro-
mising a 300-kilometer range 
on one charge, is aimed at lower 
Chinese market tiers where de-
mand is strongest.

“The Chinese market is key for 
the international auto industry 
and it is key to our success,” 
said VW CEO Herbert Diess.

The auto show follows Bei-
jing’s announcement last 
month that it would allow full 
foreign ownership in its auto 
industry beginning with elec-
trics producers this year and 
extending to all vehicle types 
by 2020. That would repeal 
rules that required global au-
tomakers to work through local 
partners, an arrangement that 
required them to share tech-
nology with potential Chine-
se competitors and prompted 
complaints by Washington, Eu-
rope and Japan.

Auto companies have com-
plained joint ventures are 
costly and cumbersome, but 
executives said they are un-
likely to make any changes 
immediately. They said auto-
makers are likely to stick with 
local partners that help with 

government relations and sa-
les in China’s state-dominated 
economy.

“Relationships and working 
together is more important in 
China than any place I’ve ever 
worked,” said Trevor Worthin-
gton, Ford Motor Co.’s vice pre-
sident for Asia-Pacific product 
development. “I couldn’t imagi-
ne a world in which we said we 
are going to go it on our own.”

Electrics are forecast to ac-
count for 35 to over 50 percent 
of automakers’ China sales by 
2025.

At the show, global and Chi-
nese brands also displayed do-
zens of gasoline-powered mo-
dels from compact sedans to lu-
xurious SUVs. Their popularity 
is paying for development of 
electrics, which aren’t expected 
to become profitable for most 
producers until sometime in 
the next decade.

China’s total sales of SUVs, 
sedans and minivans reached 
24.7 million units last year, 
compared with 17.2 million for 
the United States.

SUVs are the industry’s cash 
cow. First-quarter sales rose 
11.3 percent over a year earlier 
to 2.6 million, or almost 45 per-
cent of total auto sales, accor-
ding to the China Association 
of Automobile Manufacturers.

New but fast-growing Chinese 
automakers trail global rivals 
in traditional gasoline techno-
logy but industry analysts say 
the top Chinese brands are ca-
tching up in electrics, a market 
with no entrenched leaders.

BYD Auto, the biggest global 
electric brand by number sold, 
presented two hybrid SUVs 
and an electric concept car at 
the show. The company, which 
exports battery-powered taxis 
to Europe, also displayed nine 
other hybrid and plug-in elec-
tric models.

Geely unveiled a gasoline- 
electric hybrid sedan, the Bo 
Rui GE, developed with Volvo 
Cars, also owned by Geely’s pa-
rent company.

Jianghuai Automobile Co., the 
local partner in VW’s Chinese 
electric brand, also is looking at 
possible plans to export electric 
cars to Europe and Latin Ame-
rica, according to Xia Shunli, 
general manager of JAC’s elec-
trics unit.

The Geely parent became 
Daimler’s biggest shareholder 
this year with the purchase of 
a 9.7 percent stake. Industry 
analysts say that gives Geely 
founder Li Shufu leverage to 
press for possible collabora-
tion, though the German au-
tomaker already has a venture 
with Chinese rival BAIC Group.

Daimler had a preliminary 
meeting with Geely but has yet 
to discuss alliances or any other 
details, said its chairman, Die-
ter Zetsche. He said the mee-
ting was no more than “get to 
know each other.”

“We have not even found spe-
cific topics to talk about,” Zets-
che told reporters. “We are in 
very early stages.” AP

 Communist 
leaders want 
to make their 
country a 
center for 
the emerging 
industry
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Backlash sparked over pressure 
to stop student #MeToo

StraIt DIPloMacy

Beijing says further steps ready 
to target Taiwan independence
China is prepared to 

take further steps to 
counter perceived mo-
ves by self-ruling Taiwan 
toward formal indepen-
dence following recent 
war games aimed at inti-
midating the island’s lea-
ders, the government said 
yesterday.

Signals sent by the mili-
tary exercises “are extre-
mely distinct and clear,” 
the spokesman for the Ca-
binet’s Taiwan Affairs Of-
fice, Ma Xiaoguang, told 
reporters at a bi-weekly 
news briefing.

“We have the firm will, 
complete confidence 

and sufficient capabili-
ty to frustrate any types 
of Taiwan independence 
schemes or actions and 
protect national sove-
reignty and territorial in-
tegrity,” Ma said.

“If the Taiwan indepen-
dence forces continue to 
act however they wish, we 
will take further actions,” 
he said.

Responding to Ma’s 
comments, Taiwan’s 
equivalent Cabinet agen-
cy, the Mainland Affairs 
Council, said Chinese 
“military pressure and 
threats are a provoca-
tion and sabotage of the 

status quo of peace in 
the Taiwan Strait and re-
gion.”

“Only through abando-
ning military threats, fa-
cing up to the reality of 
political division between 
the sides and undertaking 
pragmatic communica-
tion and dialogue can we 
help heal the differences 
between the sides,” it said 
in a statement.

Taiwan denounced the 
exercises last week in the 
Taiwan Strait dividing the 
sides as a threat to regio-
nal peace and stability 
and said it would make no 
concessions.

China claims Taiwan 
as its own territory and 
says the two sides, sepa-
rated during a civil war 
in 1949, must eventually 
be united, by force if ne-
cessary. Any potential 
conflict could quickly 
draw in the United Sta-
tes, since Washington is 
legally bound to respond 
to threats to the island’s 
security and is its chief 
supplier of foreign mili-
tary hardware.

China’s authoritarian 
Communist government 
severed ties with Taipei 
almost two years ago af-
ter independence-leaning 

President Tsai Ing-wen 
refused its demand to re-
cognize the democratic 
island as a part of Chinese 
territory.

Long-simmering ten-
sions between the sides 
have spiked again in re-
cent weeks. Beijing was 
especially angered by 
comments by Taiwan’s 
premier, William Lai, in 
parliament that he’s a 
“Taiwanese independence 
worker.”

Chinese officials have 
also denounced the recent 
passage of a U.S. law en-
couraging more high-le-
vel government contacts 
with Taiwan, saying that 
violates U.S. commitmen-
ts not to restore formal 
exchanges severed when 
Washington switched di-
plomatic recognition from 
Taipei to Beijing in 1979.

Ties have also been roi-

led by U.S. plans to pro-
vide Taiwan with subma-
rine manufacturing tech-
nology, a proposed arms 
sale and the appointment 
of hawkish U.S. National 
Security Adviser John 
Bolton.

Along with the recent 
war games involving avia-
tion units of the People’s 
Liberation Army ground 
force, China has stepped 
up air force training fli-
ghts around Taiwan and 
increased naval activity in 
the South and East China 
seas.

Diplomatically, it has 
blocked Taiwan from 
taking part in interna-
tional forums it used to 
attend and has sought to 
squeeze the island’s tou-
rism industry by cutting 
back on the numbers of 
Chinese visitors traveling 
there. AP

Yanan Wang, Beijing

Before Yue Xin be-
came a central figure in 
China’s burgeoning mo-
vement against sexual 

harassment, she recorded her-
self singing a revamped version 
of the 1960s pop classic “Que 
Sera Sera.”

“Will we be equal? Will we be 
free?” sang the Peking Universi-
ty senior in a voice clip posted 
online, putting her own spin on 
Doris Day’s “Will I be pretty? 
Will I be rich?”

Now these words and Yue’s 
writings on privilege and self- 
expression have become 
rallying cries for students ex-
pressing rare public outrage 
over the elite institution’s effor-
ts to quiet her exposure of a de-
cades-old rape case. The vocal 
backlash, including an online 
petition launched, is being re-
garded as a pivotal moment in 
China’s nascent #MeToo move-
ment.

Yue and seven other students 
at Peking University formally 
requested that Peking Univer-
sity disclose its actions in the 
investigation of sexual miscon-
duct by Shen Yang, a former 
professor, against Gao Yan, a 
student who killed herself in 
1998 after telling friends that 
Shen raped her.

Shen no longer works at Peking 
University and was dismissed 
from posts at Nanjing Univer-
sity and Shanghai Normal Uni-
versity earlier this month.

According to a letter from Yue 
that was widely circulated onli-
ne, Peking University has threa-
tened and intimidated her and 

her parents in an attempt to sti-
fle discussion of the matter. Yue 
posted a plea on her WeChat 
messaging account this week 
saying that she had been taken 
away from her dormitory in the 
middle of the night by her dis-
traught mother and a university 
instructor.

“I’m confined to [my parents’] 
house right now,” Yue wrote. 
“I’ve lost my freedom.”

Yue did not respond to reques-
ts for comment, and friends 
said they have been unable to 
reach her.

Peking University’s Foreign 
Languages School, the depart-
ment to which Yue belongs, said 
in a statement that they brought 
Yue’s mother to campus “out of 
concern” that the student had 
not responded to messages for 
hours.

The university did not respond 
to further requests for comment.

Underscoring the degree of at-
tention attracted by Yue’s case, 
People’s Daily, the official news-
paper of the ruling Communist 
Party, took the rare step of is-
suing a call for reconciliation 
between students and the uni-
versity and for “young people’s 
voices” to be understood.

“Students and faculty together 
comprise the university’s fate,” 
the paper said in a commentary 
Tuesday. “The school must ac-
cept constructive suggestions in 
a timely manner [...] and not be 
evasive.”

“Students have already develo-
ped an awareness of their righ-
ts that is impossible to crush,” 
said Feng Yuan, a prominent 
women’s rights advocate. “The 
fight for women’s rights will only 

become more defiant with every 
setback.”

While China is beginning to 
confront problems of sexual 
harassment and gender discri-
mination, any kind of campus 
activism is extremely sensitive 
for a ruling party with vivid me-
mories of the 1989 student-led 
pro-democracy demonstrations 
centered on Beijing’s Tianan-
men Square. The movement was 
crushed by the military and Chi-
nese college campuses have sin-
ce been among the most closely 
monitored venues for organiza-
tion and discussion.

Posts about Yue and Shen’s 
case have been heavily censored. 
The term “Yue Xin” was not sear-
chable on the Twitter-like Weibo 
platform yesterday, and pos-
ts related to her situation have 
been scrubbed from WeChat 
— prompting jokes that a “404 
Error” symbol should become 
Peking University’s new logo.

Despite such measures, stu-
dents have been vocalizing their 
discontent. Big-character pos-
ters — sheets featuring large, 
handwritten Chinese characters 
reminiscent of past protest mo-
vements — appeared near the 
historic Democracy Wall trian-
gle on campus, where students 
advocated political reform in the 
1980s.

“We ask you gentlemen in 
charge of the school: What are 
you actually afraid of?” the pos-
ters said, asserting that Yue was 
acting in the spirit of the May 
Fourth movement, when thou-
sands of students from Peking 
University, also known as PKU, 
marched to Tiananmen Square 
in 1919 to protest the govern-

ment’s response to the Treaty of 
Versailles.

A petition published online, 
said to be signed by students 
and alumni, condemned the 
school’s “unjust” treatment of 
Yue and other students who rai-
sed Shen’s case, demanding that 
pressure on them be lifted.

On social media, users expres-
sed disappointment in “what 
PKU has become” and shared 
a school photo of Yue with the 
caption “PKU’s soul is not dead.”

Fang Kecheng, a journalist and 
Weibo commentator, described 
Yue in a blog post as someone 
who approaches everything with 
great attention to detail, care-
fully observing the world around 
her and meticulously analyzing 
problems.

Yue is “one of those rare PKU 
students,” wrote Fang, an alum-
nus. She is among the students 
who offer “a beacon in the dark 
night, encouraging generations 
to come.”

According to Fang, Yue gave 
sex education classes to children 
in poor areas and wanted to be a 
journalist.

In an essay published on her 
public WeChat account, Yue ru-
minated on social inequality in 
China and her own privilege.

“What I bear is the original sin 
of the structural injustices of this 
whole society,” Yue wrote. “I 
truly have no reason to not move 
forward; I truly have no reason 
to move forward only for my 
sake.” AP

A picture circulating on WeChat showing protest posters at Peking University  
I’m confined to 
[my parents’] 
house right 
now. I’ve lost 
my freedom.

YUE XIN
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 The Kachin, 
who are mostly 
Christian, 
have fought 
for greater 
autonomy in this 
Buddhist nation 
since 1961

Todd Pitman & Esther Htusan, Laiza

On the front lines, the army 
is pounding rebels with 

airstrikes and artillery. In the 
displacement camps, terrified 
civilians are building bomb shel-
ters of sandbags and stones. And 
everywhere in this troubled swa-
th of Myanmar’s north, there is 
a growing sense the conflict will 
only get worse.

While the world is focused on 
the plight of Myanmar’s Rohin-
gya Muslims, a civil war is raging 
here, pitting government forces 
against another of the coun-
try’s minorities — the Kachins, 
mostly Christian. It’s one of the 
longest-running wars on Earth, 
and it has intensified dramati-
cally in recent months, with at 
least 10,000 people displaced 
since January alone, according 
to the United Nations.

The crisis, though, is also one of 
the world’s most forgotten, over-
shadowed even in Myanmar by 
violence against Rohingya in the 
west, nearly 700,000 of whom 
have been driven into exile by 
the military. While the conflicts 
differ, they share a tragic theme, 
said Zau Raw, who heads a rebel 
committee overseeing humani-
tarian aid in the mountainous 
sliver of territory the militants 
control along the Chinese fron-
tier.

Just like the Rohingya, the Ka-
chin have begun to realize that 
“the army wants to wipe us out,” 
he said. “This is a war to cleanse 
us.”

The Kachin, who are mostly 
Christian, have fought for greater 

autonomy in this predominantly 
Buddhist nation since 1961. But 
their campaign is part of a much 
broader struggle for power pit-
ting the ethnic Burman majority 
— who control the all-powerful 
military and top government 
posts — against dozens of ethnic 
minorities.

At least 20 of those groups have 
taken up arms since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1948, and 
the government in recent years 
has signed cease-fires with 10 of 
them. Six other groups, inclu-
ding the Kachin, are still fighting.

Although military atrocities 
here do not match the scale of 
those documented against the 
Rohingya over the past year, 
a U.N. fact-finding mission in 
March reported “marked simila-
rities” between the two conflicts.

Just as in Rakhine, the U.N. has 
received new reports of grave 
abuse by security forces, inclu-
ding killings, abductions, pillage, 
torture, rape and forced labor. 
And just like Rakhine, the gover-
nment has restricted humanita-
rian access to desperate popu-
lations who have fled — around 
120,000 people in Kachin and 
neighboring Shan states, accor-
ding to local officials.

Those restrictions have grown 
significantly tighter since former 
opposition leader Aung San Suu 
Kyi took office in 2016, Zau Raw 
said. The government is now 
stopping the U.N. and most in-
ternational organizations from 
reaching rebel zones altogether, 
leaving it to local Baptist and Ca-
tholic groups to distribute dwin-
dling aid.

Last week, Kachin communi-
ty leaders called on the gover-
nment to allow medical aid to 
reach 2,000 people — including 
children and pregnant women 
— who have been trapped in a 
forest near the front with little 
food or water for weeks. There 
has been no response.

Authorities have alleged that 
some of the aid ends up in the 
hands of rebel fighters, which 
rebels and humanitarian organi-
zations staunchly deny. Zau Raw 
said the government’s objective 
was simple: They’re trying “to 
make life more difficult for ci-
vilians” living in rebel areas, he 
said, adding that malnutrition 
among children is worsening.

Myanmar’s military could not 
be reached for comment. But 
presidential spokesman Zaw 
Htay acknowledged human ri-
ghts violations have occurred — 
although he said both sides were 
to blame.

“Whenever there is fighting, 
there is collateral damage,” he 
said, adding that the govern-

ment, for its part, is keen to end 
the war. “This is why we are ur-
ging the ethnic armed groups to 
sign a nationwide ceasefire.”

Rebels of the Kachin Indepen-
dence Army have met the mili-
tary repeatedly for peace talks, 
but they have refused to sign a 
truce because the government 
does not recognize several insur-
gent groups they are allied with. 
The Kachin have also refused to 
recognize the 2008 constitution, 
which endows the military with 
tremendous power.

Like most other minorities, 
they view their struggle as an 
existential fight for survival 
and equal rights. The military, 
by contrast, sees the rebels as a 
“terrorist” force bent on desta-
bilizing the nation, according 
to rebel Brig. Gen. Maran Zaw 
Tawng.

While both sides blame each 
other for reigniting hostilities in 
Kachin State in 2011 after a 17-
year truce, there has only been 
one military victor since then: 
the vastly better equipped gover-
nment army, which has seized 
more than 200 rebel outposts 
in the jade-rich state. The latest 
blow came in March when an 
entire rebel battalion retreated 
from Tanai, a region whose gold 
and amber mines brought in vi-
tal tax revenues for the militants.

A wounded guerrilla who sur-
vived the battle, Dee La, told 
The Associated Press that go-
vernment forces pounded their 
positions for months with figh-
ter jets, helicopter gunships and 
artillery. On the final day of figh-
ting, he described being shelled 

in a non-stop bombardment so 
fierce, he and other rebels could 
not even carry away the bodies 
of five dead comrades.

“They were using drones to 
locate our positions, then they 
would hit us with airstrikes,” he 
said from a hospital bed in Lai-
za, the small town that served 
as rebel headquarters. “We lost 
everything [...] it was a failure.”

The 39-year-old guerrilla was 
blinded in one eye and wounded 
in his arm when a land mine he 
was planting during their with-
drawal detonated by accident.

Although both sides have been 
accused of planting mines and 
forcibly recruiting children into 
their ranks, Myanmar’s army 
has gained a reputation for bru-
tality that dwarfs that of any 
other group.

The U.N. Human Rights Cou-
ncil said it had received new 
reports of an old military tactic 
here: patrolling soldiers seizing 
civilians — many severely bea-
ten or sexually assaulted — and 
forcing them to work as porters 
or human shields.

More reports of abduction 
and killings have emerged, too. 
In March, for example, the bo-
dies of two Kachin men from a 
displaced camp in government 
territory were found dead in 
a shallow grave. Both men — 
like three others from the same 
camp a year earlier — had been 
missing for weeks after being de-
tained by soldiers under murky 
circumstances.

The army has also fired mortar 
shells indiscriminately in and 
around Laiza for years, killing 
and maiming residents. The la-
test assault, on April 12, woun-
ded two men on a nearby banana 
plantation; three other civilians 
have been killed in a similar 
bombing this month in Kachin 
state, according to the rebels.

After several days of shelling 
in December, the residents of 
two displaced camps, Mung Lai 
Hkyet and Woi Chyai, built do-
zens of bomb shelters on the 
ground beside their homes — a 
testament to the war’s enduring 
terror. Similar bunkers had been 
built in other camps near Laiza 
after a wave of airstrikes in 2013.

“All we know is fear,” said 
Lahtaw Kai Ring, a 35-year-old 
mother who had not finished 
building her own bunker when 
a nearby mortar blast forced her 
to scramble inside it on Christ-
mas Eve with her two crying 
children, ages 5 and 8, in tow.

That nobody knows when or 
where more shells will fall “is 
what scares us most,” she said, 
weeping as she recounted how 
her children now beg her to flee 
even at the sound of firecrackers.

Laphai Kai Nan, a 29-year-old 
teacher who was wounded in 
one of those assaults by shrap-
nel that tore into the back of her 
neck and ripped apart her jaw 
and half a dozen teeth, said the 
army’s objective was clear.

“They don’t care” where the 
bombs land, she said. “They’re 
aiming to hit anyone who is Ka-
chin.” AP

MyanMar 

Forgotten Kachin conflict 
intensifies in the north
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President Donald 

Trump said Kim Jong 
Un wants a historic, hi-
gh-stakes meeting as 

soon as possible and sugges-
ted the North Korean dictator 
has been “very open” and “very 
honorable,” a sharply different 
assessment of a leader he once 
denounced as “Little Rocket 
Man.”

The United States and North 
Korea have been negotiating a 
summit between Trump and 
Kim to be held in May or June 
to broker a deal on Pyongyang’s 
nuclear program. Trump, who 
has struck a decidedly optimis-
tic tone on the situation in re-
cent days, said yesterday [Ma-
cau time] that the United States 
and North Korea were having 
“good discussions.”

“We have been told directly 
that they would like to have the 
meeting as soon as possible. We 
think that’s a great thing for the 
world,” Trump said at the White 
House alongside French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron. “Kim 
Jong Un, he really has been very 
open and I think very honorable 
from everything we’re seeing.”

Trump cautioned that North 
Korea had not followed throu-
gh on previous promises, but 
credited tough steps from his 
administration — including 
sanctions and organizing pres-
sure from international allies 
— for having forced Pyongyang 
to hold talks. And he again sug-

gested that he would “leave the 
table” if the negotiations were 
not productive or if North Korea 
was not operating in good faith.

“We’ll see where that all goes,” 
the president said. “Maybe it 

will be wonderful or maybe it 
won’t.”

Trump’s comments came days 
after a flurry of moves from Nor-
th Korea that the White House 
was anxious to promote as signs 

that its coercion campaign was 
working. On Saturday, North 
Korea announced it will close 
its nuclear testing facility and 
suspend nuclear and interconti-
nental ballistic missile tests — a 

move welcomed by Trump as 
“big progress.”

However, the North stopped 
short of suggesting it will give 
up its nuclear weapons — as 
Trump suggested in a weekend 
tweet — or scale back its pro-
duction of missiles and their 
related components. When 
pressed on what he meant by 
the goal of “denuclearization,” 
Trump said, “It means they get 
rid of their nukes. Very simple.”

“It would be easy for me to 
make a simple deal and declare 
victory. I don’t want to do that,” 
the president said.

This week, U.S.-allied South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in 
and Kim will hold a summit in 
the Demilitarized Zone between 
the Koreas that could lay the 
ground for Trump’s planned 
meeting with the North Korean 
dictator. The leaders of the U.S. 
and North Korea have never 
met during six decades of hosti-
lity since the Korean War.

The exact date and location 
of the possible summit has not 
been determined. AP

KoreaS

Trump calls Kim open, honorable 
as summit planning goes on

President Donald Trump and French President Emmanuel Macron during their meeting in the White House
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 Those killed 
and injured were 
‘predominantly’ 
women

The co-owner of a 
Colorado crane com-

pany where the suspect 
in a deadly weekend 
shooting at a Nashville 
restaurant once worked 
said she had urged fede-
ral officials to keep him 
in custody after he was 
arrested at the White 
House last year.

Travis Reinking, 29, is 
accused of opening fire 
Sunday outside a Waf-
fle House with an AR-15 
rifle and then storming 
the restaurant, wearing 
only a green jacket. Four 
people were killed and 
four others were woun-
ded in the shooting.

But Reinking had exhi-
bited erratic behavior for 
years before the shoo-
ting. Darlene Sustrich, 
who co-owns a Colorado 
crane company where 
Reinking once worked, 
said they got a call from 
the FBI after he allegedly 
tried to jump the White 
House fence last July.

“We told them, ‘Hang 
onto him if you can. 
Help him if you can,’” 
Sustrich said.

Federal officials did not 
immediately respond to 
a request for comment.

Reinking has been 
charged with four coun-
ts of criminal homicide. 
And a tweet from the 
Metro Nashville Police 
Department said he also 
faces four counts of at-
tempted murder and one 
count of unlawful pos-
session in the commis-
sion of a violent felony.

Davidson County She-
riff Daron Hall said 
that Reinking has been 
“compliant” and “coo-
perative” since he was 
transferred to the jail 
late Monday after he 
was captured near the 
apartment where he li-
ved. Reinking is wearing 
a vest known informally 
as a “suicide smock” and 
will remain under close 
observation at a maxi-
mum-security facility in 
Nashville.

An attorney listed as 
Reinking’s lawyer did 
not immediately res-
pond to an email seeking 
comment.

Meanwhile, the man 
who snatched the rifle 
away from the gunman 
during the shooting told 
Tennessee lawmakers 
yesterday he faced “the 

true test of a man,” 
drawing a standing ova-
tion during his brief ad-
dress. As the state Hou-
se hailed him as a hero, 
James Shaw Jr. said he 
acted to save his own life 
early Sunday and saved 
others in the process.

“I never thought I’d 
be in a room with all 
the eyes on me, but you 
know, I’m very grateful 
to be here,” Shaw told 
House members. Shaw 
said he has gone to see 
some of the shooting 
victims in the hospital 
and they all remembered 
him. He apologized to 
the people whose loved 
ones died in the attack.

The state Senate also 
honored Shaw yesterday 
[Macau time].

After the shooting, au-
thorities say Reinking 
escaped on foot from the 
restaurant and shed his 
only item of clothing. By 
the time he was captu-
red in the woods nearby, 
police had searched his 
apartment and found the 
key fob to a stolen BMW 
they had recovered in 
the parking lot days ear-
lier. The BMW theft had 
not initially been tied to 
Reinking.

Police seized multiple 
items from his apart-
ment including: a Re-
mington rifle with a ma-
gazine, cartridges for di-
fferent calibers of guns, 
two rifle scopes and gun 
cleaning equipment. 
Police also found three 
books on patents in the 
apartment, along with a 
sketchbook, two iPhones 
and a number of pieces 
of computer equipment, 
court records show.

Nashville Police De-
partment Lt. Carlos Lara 
told reporters Reinking 
was arrested Monday 

after detectives were ti-
pped to the suspect’s 
presence by some cons-
truction workers. He 
carried a black backpa-
ck with a silver semi- 
automatic weapon and 
.45-caliber ammunition.

The arrest ended a 24-
hour manhunt involving 
more than 160 law en-
forcement officers, but it 
left troubling unanswe-
red questions about offi-
cial responses to months 
of bizarre behavior befo-
re the restaurant attack, 
including encounters 
with police in Illinois 
and Colorado and an ar-
rest at the White House 
that raised red flags.

Sustrich, Reinking’s 
former boss, described 
him as appearing pa-
ranoid and delusional 
at times. A former co- 
worker told a Salida, Co-
lorado, police detective 
Reinking was infatuated 
with singer Taylor Swift 
and claimed to be a so-
vereign citizen.

Last July, Reinking was 
arrested by the U.S. Se-
cret Service after he en-
tered a restricted area 
near the White Hou-
se and refused to lea-
ve, saying he wanted to 
meet President Donald 
Trump. The suspect told 
Washington, D.C., po-
lice he was a sovereign 
citizen and had a right 
to inspect the grounds, 
according to an incident 
report.

Reinking was not ar-
med at the time, but at 
the FBI’s request, Illi-
nois police revoked his 
state firearms card. Four 
guns, including the AR-
15 used in the shootin-
gs, were transferred to 
his father, a procedure 
allowed under Illinois 
law. AP

A chilling Facebook message posted 
before a van plowed onto a crow-

ded Toronto sidewalk has raised the 
possibility the suspect in the attack 
nursed grudges against women and it 
is bringing back memories of a 1989 
massacre of 14 women that remains 
one of Canada’s most traumatic acts of 
violence.

A crowd gathered yesterday [Macau 
time] in Toronto’s North York commu-
nity to pay their respects to the van vic-
tims at a makeshift memorial of roses, 
candles and messages of condolence.

“I needed to come here to show that 
I’m not afraid of this city,” said Meena 
Chowdry, wiping away tears. “That one 
man’s actions cannot taint an otherwi-
se beautiful, welcoming city.”

Earlier in the day, the 25-year-old 
suspect, Alek Minassian, was charged 
with first degree murder in the deaths 
of 10 pedestrians mowed down by a 
rented van that he sent careening along 
a mile of a busy walkway. Fourteen 
others were injured.

Toronto Police Services Det. Sgt. 
Graham Gibson said at a news confe-
rence that those killed and injured were 
“predominantly” women, though he 
declined to discuss a possible motive.

“All the lanes are open with this inves-
tigation,” said Police Chief Mark Saun-
ders.

Authorities had yet to release a list of 
victims. Those known to have been kil-
led include a 30-year-old woman from 
Toronto, Anne Marie D’Amico, who 
was active in volunteer work, as well 
as a female student at Seneca College, 
which Minassian attended. A Jorda-
nian citizen and two South Koreans 
were also among those killed.

The gender issue arose because of 
what police called a “cryptic” Face-
book message posted by Minassian 
just before the incident that suggested 

he was part of an online community 
angry over their inability to form rela-
tionships with women.

The now-deleted post saluted Elliot 
Rodger, a community college student 
who killed six people and wounded 13 
in shooting and stabbing attacks near 
the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, in 2014.

Calling Rodger “the Supreme Gentle-
man,” the Facebook post declared: 
“The Incel Rebellion has already be-
gun! We will overthrow all the Chads 
and Stacys!”

Rodger had used the term “incel” — 
for involuntarily celibate — in online 
posts raging at women for rejecting 
him romantically. Like-minded peo-
ple in internet forums sometimes use 
“Chad” and “Stacy” as dismissive slang 
for men and women with more robust 
sex lives.

The anti-women sentiment also recal-
led Canada’s 1989 massacre at the Eco-
le Polytechnique, an engineering colle-
ge in Montreal, when 25-year-old Marc 
Lepine entered a classroom, separated 
the men from the women, told the men 
to leave and opened fire, killing 14 wo-
men before killing himself. In a suicide 
note, he blamed feminists for ruining 
his life.

Since then, there have been sporadic 
mass shootings in Canada, but none 
with a higher death toll — reinforcing 
the view among many Canadians that 
their country is less violent than the 
United States. AP

USa

Waffle House suspect’s 
ex-bosses asked FBI  
to keep, help him

CAnAdA

Toronto van attack 
suspect may have 
felt anger against 
women

In this courtroom sketch (from left) Duty counsel Georgia Koulis , Alek Minassian, Justice of the 
Peace Stephen Waisberg and Crown prosecutor Joe Callaghan appear in court in Toronto

Travis Reinking sits in a police car after being arrested in Nashville
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON ...

Treasure from The Deep sea – exhibiTion of 
unDerwaTer archaeological relics of The 
nanhai no.1
Time: 10am-6pm (closed on Mondays)
unTil: July 31, 2018
Venue: Macau Museum
aDmission: MOP15
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

The exhibiTion “swiss sTyle now”
Time: 10am-9pm
unTil: June 17, 2018 
Venue: Tap Seac Gallery, located at No. 95, 
Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida
aDmission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000 

monkey king
Time: 4pm & 8pm daily (except on Thursdays) 
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
aDmission: MOP380, MOP480, MOP680, 
MOP980, MOP1280 
coTai TickeTing: (853) 2882 8818 
kong seng TickeTing: (853) 2855 5555 

manDarin’s house
Time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
aDDress: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
aDmission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2896 8820

macau science cenTre
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
aDmission: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

“my chinese ZoDiac” – exhibiTion by raquel 
gralheiro
Time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
           12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays) 
unTil: May 13, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
aDmission: Free  
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550 

this day in history

American filmmaker Martin Scor-
sese has been awarded Spain’s 
Princess of Astorias award for the 
arts, with the jury describing him 
as an uncontested major figure of 
contemporary cinema.

New York-born of Italian des-
cent, Scorsese has produced and 
directed dozens of fiction and do-
cumentary films, including “Taxi 
Driver”, “Cape Fear”, “Casino” 
and “The Wolf of Wall Street.”

The 75-year-old has also worked 
on popular TV series and perfor-
med as an actor.

The jury says describes his work as “transcendent,” uniting 
“mastery, innovation and classicism.”

The 50,000-euro award announced yesterday is the first 
of eight prizes —also including social sciences, sports and 
scientific research— handed out annually by a foundation na-
med for Crown Princess Leonor. The awards are presented 
each fall.

 Offbeat
us filmmaker martin scorsese 
wins spain’s asturias art prize

The US President, Ronald Reagan, has landed in Chi-
na at the start of a six-day visit - the first by an Ameri-
can president since Nixon in 1972.

He arrived with his wife, Nancy Reagan, just after 
1400 local time (0600 GMT), and was driven to Tia-
nanmen Square, in the centre of the Chinese capital, 
Beijing, for a welcoming ceremony outside the Great 
Hall of the People.

He was greeted by the Chinese President, Li Xiannian, 
to the deafening sound of a 21-gun salute.

Mr Li told Mr Reagan he shared his view of the im-
portance of the Pacific region, referring to a comment 
made by Mr Reagan in a statement before his arrival.

President Reagan then attended a banquet given in 
his honour by President Li.

Mr Reagan used the occasion to speak, in Chinese, 
about the need for “mutual respect and benefit” be-
tween China and the United States.

The president is accompanied in China by a party of 
more than 600 journalists, aides, secret service men 
and officials who guard the codes for launching nuclear 
missiles.

The talks start tomorrow, and are expected to address 
a variety of subjects.

The White House spokesman, Larry Speakes, said 
the United States and China are expected to reach an 
agreement to assist US companies in helping develop 
commercial nuclear power in China.

But there is no sign of any compromise over the key 
issue of Taiwan.

The government-controlled People’s Daily newspaper 
has today re-stated the view of the Chinese govern-
ment that relations with America are being held back by 
Washington’s support for the Kuomintang nationalist 
regime in Taiwan.

Until Nixon’s visit in 1972 Washington only recognised 
the ousted nationalist government in Taiwan, where it 
had been forced into exile after being overthrown by 
communist forces in 1949.

Nixon, however, signed the Shanghai Communique, 
which for the first time recognised the communist go-
vernment in Beijing. It resulted in diplomatic relations 
between the two countries for the first time, as well as 
the transfer of diplomatic recognition to Beijing as the 
Chinese capital.

Washington still continues to support Taiwan, howe-
ver, and maintains unofficial links, including the sale of 
arms, to the frustration and anger of the communist 
leadership in Beijing.

courtesy BBc news

1984 reagan arrives in china

in context
There was, as expected, no agreement on the key issue of Taiwan. Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping told President Reagan the US “should not interfere” 
in the process of reunifying China.
The Sino-American relationship is widely seen as one of the most import-
ant bilateral relationships in the world, and has gone through many ups 
and downs.
Perhaps the lowest point was the Chinese army’s brutal suppression of 
student democracy protests in Tiananmen Square in 1989. US-China 
relations were frozen for almost 10 years.
There have also been several difficult incidents, such as the Nato bombing 
of the Chinese embassy in Belgrade in 1999, and the collision of a US spy 
plane with a Chinese jet in 2001.
Washington continues to supply Taiwan with arms, and there is still little 
progress towards addressing persistent criticisms of China’s human rights 
record.
But China’s campaign for wider global acceptance resulted in its member-
ship of the World Trade Organisation in 2001.
Diplomacy between the two countries still remains fraught with difficul-
ties, and looks set to remain a delicate balancing act for the foreseeable 
future.

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
17:50
18:35
19:00
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:35
21:40
22:15
23:00
23:30
23:40
00:20
00:55

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Miscellaneous    
Non-daily Portuguse News
Portuguese Serie
Brazilian Soap Opera
TDM News    
Champions League Highlights
Documentary
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

cinema
cineteatro
26, 27 & 29 apr

avengers: InfInIty war
room 1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
room 2
4:00pm
director: anthony russo, Joe russo
starring: robert downey Jr, Chris evans, Chris hemsworth      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 149min

toMorrow Is another day
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
director: Chan tai-lee
starring: teresa Mo, ling Man lung, ray lui, bonnie xian      
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)
duration: 91min

seCret suPerstar
room 2
06:045pm
director: advait Chandan
starring: aamir Khan, Zaira wasim      
language: hindi (english & Chinese)
duration: 150min

raMPage
room 3
2:15, 07:30, 9:30pm
director: brad Peyton
starring: dwayne Johnson, naomie harris, Malin akerman      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 107min 
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aCross: 1- One of the Baldwin brothers; 5- Cairo cobras; 9- Lucy’s landlady; 
14- Prima donna; 15- Polite address; 16- Tibet’s capital; 17- Adverse fate; 18- 
Supplementary; 20- Scoffs; 22- Wily; 23- Voice of America org.; 24- Impetuous; 
26- Winds up; 28- Books on plant life; 32- Cobra, e.g.; 36- Euro forerunner; 37- 
Foolish; 39- Busy; 40- Mend socks; 42- Moan; 44- Remnant; 45- Hipbone; 47- 
Comedienne Fields; 49- Memorable time; 50- Zealot; 52- Scenes; 54- Type of 
machine found in Las Vegas; 56- Person, place, or thing; 57- “Puppy Love” singer; 
60- Drenched; 62- ___ del Fuego; 66- Tubular pasta; 69- Face concealment; 70- 
At attention; 71- Legal claim; 72- Pianist Gilels; 73- Coolidge’s vice president; 
74- Sunburn soother; 75- Meddlesome;
 
down: 1- Contributes; 2- Large cat; 3- Bacchanalian cry; 4- Photographic device; 
5- Collecting; 6- Pathetic; 7- Cushions; 8- Look happy; 9- Samuel’s teacher; 10- 
Kilo; 11- Author ___ Christian Andersen; 
12- Lou’s “La Bamba” costar; 13- In ___ 
land; 19- Actress Daly; 21- Wife of a 
rajah; 25- Soul mate?; 27- Half of MCII; 
28- Darken; 29- City near Gainesville; 
30- Italian city; 31- Pry; 33- Less diluted; 
34- Grenoble’s river; 35- Impressionist 
Edgar; 38- Have dinner at home; 41- 
Annoying person; 43- Poisonous alkaloid; 
46- Prefix with content; 48- Toiletries 
case; 51- Monk’s hood; 53- Not uniform; 
55- I cannot ___ lie; 57- Scored 100 on; 
58- Japan’s first capital; 59- Understood; 
61- Hard work; 63- San ___, Italy; 64- 
Journalist Jacob; 65- Comrade in arms; 
67- UFO crew; 68- Prefix with classical;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
IaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

MIn Max CondItIon

ChIna

world

7
9
8
6
12

   drizzle/moderate rain    
   drizzle                  
   drizzle                  
   drizzle                  

   moderate rain/drizzle    

11
9
14
14
10
1
14
16
12
14
13
15
13
19
22
23

26
18
27
25
27
14
25
23
24
23
22
23
24
26
27
26

15
16
16
12
15

   cloudy               
   clear/cloudy         

   cloudy/shower        
   clear/cloudy         

   cloudy               
   sleet/overcast       

   overcast/cloudy      
   drizzle/overcast     
   thundershower        

   cloudy               
   clear/cloudy         

   drizzle/cloudy       
   cloudy               
   cloudy               
   shower               
   cloudy               

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If you’ve missed out on any 
of the good gossip that’s been 
going around lately (not that you 
ordinarily indulge in such things, 
of course), here’s your chance to 
catch up.

April 20-May 20
If love isn’t in the air now, it never 
will be. It’s so very much in the 
air that within your circles, the 
extraordinary mood you’re in 
will become common knowledge 
within hours.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Okay, so it’s not common for you 
to open your fridge and find a 
full array of carefully prepared 
gourmet dishes. Who has time for 
that when high-end devices have 
already been invented?

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
That may not actually be music in 
the air, but it’s sure going to sound 
that way to you - and once you start 
talking (oops, warbling) to the 
person you’re with, your voice will 
sound equally musical to them.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If anyone loves romance, it’s you. 
You love love, and all the trappings, 
gestures and additional emotions 
that go along with it. Infatuation, 
devotion, affection and the wonderful 
glances from across the room.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Still thinking a lot more about 
staying in and getting to know 
your babe better than you have in 
some time? Well, then, you go right 
ahead. There’s no reason for you to 
leave the nest if you don’t want to.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re just now getting used to the 
idea that this new position might 
be absolutely perfect after all, and 
that there’s really not one more 
‘perk’ you could possibly have 
imagined.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’re an emotional beast. No doubt 
about it. You’d never debate that 
fact. In fact, you’re pretty darned 
proud of it. At the moment, however, 
the emotions that are usually right at 
the tip of your tongue.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You may decide to stay in and 
snuggle up with that certain 
someone you know wants to watch 
‘Pretty Woman’ with you in the 
worst possible way - with some 
chocolate strawberries.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Oh, it’s okay. If you trusted them 
enough to do all this for them to 
start with, you can trust that they 
won’t tell anyone about it, so your 
reputation will be safe. Not even to 
bribe you in the future.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t you have at least one or two 
sick/personal days coming? Well, 
how about using them now - and 
convincing a certain someone to 
take the day (or so) off with you? 
Oh, sure you can...

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Better use one of those personal 
days you’ve got coming, because, 
with the rest of us game to do 
whatever it takes to have some 
unpredictable fun, you definitely 
won’t want to be chained to a desk.

  Aquarius Pisces
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oSteve Douglas, Liverpool

Mohamed Salah 
looked to the grou-
nd and held up his 
hands, almost apo-

logizing for the sheer beauty of 
his goals.

Liverpool manager Juergen 
Klopp laughed to himself in in-
credulity. Roma’s players, for-
mer teammates of Salah, were 
shellshocked. Anfield rocked in 
jubilation.

In the latest virtuoso perfor-
mance of his stunning first sea-
son at Liverpool, Salah produ-
ced two world-class finishes in 
the first half then set up further 
goals for Sadio Mane and Rober-
to Firmino to help his team into 
a scarcely believable five-goal 
lead in the Champions League 
semifinals. Then he handed his 
old club a lifeline — by leaving 
the pitch.

After Salah was substituted in 
the 75th minute, Roma seized 
the initiative and scored two 
late goals to escape from Anfield 
with a 5-2 loss from the first leg 
yesterday [Macau time].

The Italian side has already 
shown in this season’s competi-
tion that a three-goal deficit can 
be overcome. Just two weeks 
ago, Roma beat Lionel Mes-
si’s Barcelona 3-0 in the Stadio 
Olimpico to advance from the 
quarterfinals on away goals.

Liverpool has been warned 
ahead of next week’s second leg.

“The tie is not over, we have 
already proven that against Bar-
celona,” Roma coach Eusebio 
Di Francesco said. “Whoever 
doesn’t believe in a comeback 
should stay home. That applies 
to the fans in the stands as well.”

There was a strange atmosphe-
re after the final whistle of one of 
the most extraordinary Cham-
pions League matches. Liverpool 
had just become the first team in 
23 years to score five goals in one 
leg of a semifinal, yet its players 

left the field thinking it was an 
opportunity lost.

Roma’s fans, meanwhile, sang 
loudly and proudly long after the 
final whistle. They had been gi-
ven unlikely hope.

“We have to work again in 
Rome now, that is no problem,” 
Klopp said. “There would have 
been work if we had won 5-0.”

It is still in Liverpool’s hands, 
though. Especially with Salah in 
the team.

The Egypt forward’s display 
was as exquisite as Roma’s de-
fending was naive, with his two 
goals moving him on to 43 goals 
for the season in all competi-
tions. Salah won English soccer’s 
Player of the Year award on Sun-
day and, at this rate, the Ballon 
D’Or could be his next year.

His first goal came after Roma 
striker Edin Dzeko gave up pos-
session cheaply in Liverpool’s 
half. The ball made its way to Sa-

lah, who cut inside from the ri-
ght edge of the penalty area and 
curled a shot in off the crossbar, 
near to the post. It couldn’t have 
been placed any better.

If that was a typical Salah finish 
from his first half of the season, 
his second goal was a replica of a 
couple of his more recent strikes. 
Firmino timed his through ball 
perfectly and Salah outpaced 
Juan Jesus before applying a 
dinked finish over goalkeeper 
Alisson, just like he did to eli-
minate Manchester City in the 
quarterfinals.

“Outstanding, pretty much un-
defendable,” Liverpool manager 
Juergen Klopp said of Salah, 
who he signed from Roma for 
42 million euros (then USD47 
million) in June. “He is playing a 
season that is not normal.”

Salah didn’t celebrate either of 
his goals, out of respect for his 
former teammates, but he made 
them suffer by setting up goals 
for the other members of Liver-
pool’s devastating forward line.

Taking advantage of Roma’s 
recklessly high defensive line, 
Salah provided right-wing cros-
ses for Mane and Firmino to sco-
re almost identical, close-range 
goals in the 56th and 61st minu-
tes, respectively. Salah, Firmi-
no and Mane have now scored 
28 goals between them in this 
season’s Champions League — 
more than every other team that 
has taken part in the competi-
tion.

When Firmino glanced home a 
header from James Milner’s cor-
ner in the 69th to make it 5-0, Li-

verpool had scored five goals in 
33 minutes either side of halfti-
me and Roma’s players were on 
the floor — literally in the case of 
its distressed goalkeeper, Alis-
son. The semifinal looked over 
with 110 minutes remaining.

However, Klopp took off Salah 
in the 75th minute and Roma 
suddenly began to swarm all 
over the home side, outshooting 
them eight to one in the final 15 
minutes.

Two of them resulted in goals. 
Dzeko chested down a long pass 
to slot a low finish inside the near 
post in the 81st and when Milner 
handled a shot from Radja Nain-
ggolan, Diego Perotti converted 
the penalty in the 89th.

“If anyone wants to say it is 
my mistake we conceded the 
two goals because I change the 
striker, I have no problem with 
that,” Klopp said. “We did not 
prepare our passes and he [Sa-
lah] was running all the time 
and it would not have helped us 
if he gets an injury.”

A three-goal deficit will not sca-
re Roma’s players after what ha-
ppened against Barcelona. Yet it 
is highly unlikely that Liverpool, 
the master of the counterattack, 
will fail to score against a side 
that has to take chances going 
forward

“If any of my players think 
Roma doesn’t have enough to 
come back, they will not play,” 
Klopp said.

Bayern Munich played Real 
Madrid early today [after closing 
time] in the other semifinal, with 
the first leg in Germany. AP

Football | chaMPIonS leagUe

Salah magic leads Liverpool to 
5-2 win over Roma in semis

Liverpool’s Mohamed Salah scores his side’s second goal
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oTwo men from Rome 
were arrested on suspi-

cion of attempted murder 
following an assault before a 
Champions League game that 
left a Liverpool fan in critical 
condition, police said.

The injured 53-year-old 
man is being treated in the 
hospital after being caught 
up in what Merseyside Po-
lice say was an “altercation” 
between Liverpool and Roma 
fans outside Anfield ahead of 
the match.

Liverpool said it is “shocked 
and appalled” by the inci-
dent, which was described by 
UEFA as a “vile attack.”

“The perpetrators of this 
ignominious attack have no 
place in and around football,” 
UEFA said, “and we trust 
they will be dealt with utmost 
severity by the authorities.”

Roma said it condemned the 
“abhorrent” behavior of what 
it described as a minority of 
traveling fans who “brought 
shame on the club.”

“There is no place for this 
type of vile behavior in foo-
tball and the club is now 
cooperating with Liverpool 

Football Club, UEFA and the 
authorities,” Roma said. “The 
club’s thoughts and prayers 
are with the 53-year-old Li-
verpool fan in hospital and 
his family at this time.”

Liverpool won the first 
leg 5-2. The second will be 
played in Rome next week.

Two men from Rome arrested 
after attacking Liverpool fan
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SpaniSh politician reSignS over 
theft and degree ScandalS

A top politician for Spain’s 
ruling party has resigned as 
the head of the Madrid re-
gion, opening a new crisis for 
the conservative government 
of Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy.

Regional president Cristina 
Cifuentes announced her re-
signation hours after she was 
seen in a video allegedly sho-

plifting cosmetics in a super-
market seven years ago.

It follows a monthlong 
controversy over a master’s 
degree in regional law gran-
ted to Cifuentes by a public 
university, which faked sig-
natures of professors and ad-
ministrators after she appa-
rently failed to attend most 
classes.

40-60
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35-55
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Meg’s Legs. A guts or 
gArters diLeMMA

There’s a Royal controversy striking not at the heart 
of Buckingham Palace, but a bit further down, in the 
gusset. 

‘Meghan Markle bucks Royal protocol by shunning 
tights.’ – declared Daily Mail online, before opining on 
the pins and shins that challenge the monarchy. 

The shunning took place when Prince Harry and 
Meghan Markle recently met youth delegates to the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in an 
unusually balmy London. Harry’s sock selection went 
unrecorded. Her lack of tights did not. There was no 
‘tell-tale satin sheen’, the editorial pointed out. 

How, a commoner may ask, is Royal legwear pro-
tocol made clear?  A parchment,  ‘Her Majesty’s Pan-
tyhose Policy’? Or a committee of Royal equerries on 
tights?

There is ‘an unspoken rule’, the Mail clarified. It 
doesn’t say – but actually does – that Royal female 
legs are to be covered by nude tights, a barrier be-
tween posh flesh and commoners’ eyes. Like most 
class barriers, it’s subtle yet crucially important. This 
one is denoted in denier: at least seven and better 
15. The Duchess of Cambridge is a hosiery heroine, 
never exposing her unsheathed calves. Other Royal 
females also toe the line on tights. 

‘Lese majesty’ is causing harm to the dignity of a 
monarch. ‘Legs majesty’ is my allegation the Queen’s 
silent insistence on tights is less about decorum and 
more about concealment of varicose veins – the one 
time Royals don’t want to make a thing about blue 
blood. 

Nude tights are difficult to keep run-free, especially 
with dogs around. Perhaps there are ladies-in-wai-
ting dedicated to hosiery, who approach their Royal 
mistresses dangling glossy nylons with a reinforced 
gusset, after being up at 6am checking for ladders. But 
getting rid of them would be a saving from Palace cos-
ts. And, in one move, make the monarchy more chic. 

Nude tights are naff. Aside from this, there are a 
number of explanations for Meghan’s reluctance. She 
is possibly too busy; one could spend days in the tigh-
ts section of a store, hunting the right combination of 
opacity, size and toe durability, only to realise you’ve 
approached the checkout with a footsie. 

Perhaps she is saving the planet. Everyone is about 
reducing wrapping these days. Tights are human wra-
pping.

Curtseying in tights could well be constricting. Or it 
may be the belief she has the right to choose, and it’s 
a question of her tights human rights. 

But, really, isn’t this an opportunity for the zany new 
generation to show their sense of humour? Royal ma-
les have form with leg wear.  Henry VIII wore tights. In 
France, so did Louis XVI. 

The couple could host a Shakespearean costume 
party, and leak photos of Harry in tights and a cod 
piece. 

Or shape their calendar to offer a sarcastic photo 
opp. There must be a fashion start up that makes ti-
ghts. 

Or be seen exercising together.  For this occasion, 
Harry should wear man tights, the compression ones 
for fitness. 

Royal protocol faces a test. Is it truly willing to mo-
dernise, as tan tights are from a previous generation 
- Gen 15 Den?

Will Meghan be brave and defy the Queen, or give in 
and wear nude tights? It’s a guts or garters situation.

And if she yields to pressure, I at least hope she 
starts her own hosiery company: Meg’s Legs. British 
Royal Tan will become the new American Tan. Her 
tights’ brand will sell out, creating a thriving export 
market, and a reputation that Britain is a nation built 
on nylons. 

Failing that, there’s a strong chance the bad English 
summer could be her saviour. Rain and cold have their 
plus points. Trouser weather.

Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

rwanda The BBC 
reports that four mass 
graves have been 
unearthed in the east 
African country of 
rwanda, probably 
dating from the 1994 
genocide. about 200 
bodies have been 
exhumed.

nIgerIa officials in 
nigeria say gunmen 
killed 15 people in an 
early-morning attack 
on a Catholic church, 
including two priests.

arMenIa Several 
thousand protesters 
took to the streets of 
the Armenian capital 
yesterday after talks 
between the opposition 
and the acting prime 
minister were called off.

sPaIn’s Interior Ministry 
says police has found 
nearly 9 tons of cocaine 
concealed in a banana 
shipment from colombia, 
a european record for 
drugs found inside a 
shipping container.

brItaIn Prince Charles 
has spent a lifetime 
waiting to be king. now 
the 69-year-old heir to 
the British throne has 
another position to wait 
for — he was approved 
as the next head of the 
Commonwealth made 
up of the U.K. and the 
countries that once were 
its colonies.

MexICo three vanished 
film students whose 
case had become 
emblematic of Mexico’s 
30,000 missing people 
were killed after being 
caught unaware in the 
midst of a drug gang turf 
battle, officials say.

nICaragua Authorities 
released some student 
protesters arrested 
during anti-government 
demonstrations over 
the past week and the 
Roman Catholic Church 
agreed to act as a 
mediator as President 
daniel ortega sought 
to lower tensions in 
nicaragua.

An Indian court found 
a high-profile spiritual 

guru guilty of raping a tee-
nage female devotee in 2013 
and sentenced him to life in 
prison.

The verdict against 77-year
-old Asaram Bapu was read 
out inside the prison where 
he is being held in Jodhpur 
in Rajasthan state because 
of fears that his followers 
might resort to violence.

Security was tight around 
the prison complex and in 
states where the guru has a 
large following.

The trial was the latest in 
a series of high-profile rape 
cases in India that have 
fueled public protests and 
raised questions about how 
police handle the attacks 
and treat the victims.

Last August, another po-
pular and flamboyant In-
dian spiritual guru, Dr. Saint 
Gurmeet Singh Ram Rahim 
Insan, was sentenced to 20 
years in prison on charges of 
raping two female followers.

Responding to widespread 
outrage over the recent rape 
and killings of young girls 
and other attacks on chil-
dren, India’s government 
last week approved the dea-
th penalty for people convic-
ted of raping children under 
age 12.

Judge Madhusudhan 
Sharma announced yes-

terday the prison term for 
Bapu and sentenced two of 
his associates to 20 years in 
prison each for helping him 
in the crime.

The judge convicted Bapu 
on charges of criminal cons-
piracy, wrongful confine-
ment and rape.

Bapu has denied the char-
ges, and a spokeswoman, 
Neelam Dubey, said Bapu 
would appeal the verdict in 
a higher court.

The girl in her complaint 
to police in 2013 accused 
Bapu of raping her when 
she visited his retreat in Jo-
dhpur with her mother. She 
was 16 at the time. The girl’s 

family said they had been 
followers of Bapu for more 
than a decade.

Bapu has been in prison 
since his arrest in 2013. He 
ran more than 230 ashrams 
with residential schools with 
millions of followers across 
India and abroad, including 
the United States, United 
Kingdom, Canada, Uganda 
and Kenya.

Religious sects wield con-
siderable political clout in 
India. Bapu is also on trial 
along with his son Narayan 
Sai in a separate case in whi-
ch two sisters have accused 
the two men of sexual as-
sault. AP

Indian court jails spiritual 
guru for life in rape case

A Filipino fire dancer performs for the last time a day before the government implements the temporary 
closure of the country’s most famous beach resort island of Boracay. Tourists were spending their final hours 

on Boracay, enjoying the Philippine island’s famed white-sand beaches before it closes today for up to six 
months to recover from overcrowding and development. 
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Controversial spiritual guru Asaram Bapu (center) being escorted by 
police in 2013 at the Jodhpur airport


