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WORLD BRIEFS

CHINA-INDIA Indian

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is
meeting today and
tomorrow with Chinese
President Xi Jinping,

a visit that some
experts believe could
reset a complicated
relationship.

INDONESIA The death
toll from a fire at an
unregulated oil well

in Indonesia’s Aceh
province rose to 22
yesterday, officials said.

PHILIPPINES An
Australian nun whose
missionary visa in
the Philippines was
revoked after the
president complained
about her joining
opposition rallies said
yesterday that social
advocacy and human
rights are part of
church teachings.

More on backpage
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Fitch: Japan
revenues may be
capped at USD6D ..
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REDIT ratings agency Fi-

tch Ratings considers that
Japan’s annual gaming reve-
nues may be capped at USD6
billion (MOP48.5 billion) once
new regulations under review
by lawmakers are taken into ac-
count.

The much-anticipated inte-
grated resorts bill is expected
by most analysts to transform
Japan into one of the worlds’
most lucrative gambling juris-
dictions. Some analysts have
previously said that almost-
virgin market might be wor-
th USD4o0 billion, with many
others concurring that there is
at least USD10 billion in annual
revenues up for grab.

However, Fitch Ratings, citing
new media reports that suggest
the Japanese government may
only permit one license in a ma-
jor metropolitan area, believes
that revenues could be capped
far lower.

Japan’s integrated resort bill
is set to reach the country’s le-
gislature today. It will contain
some of the regulations propo-
sed by Japan’s ruling coalition,
including a 30 percent gaming
tax, a 6,000-yen entrance fee
and limits on visitation for resi-
dents, according to Reuters.
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Fitch: Japan revenues may
be capped at USD6 billion
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The government is also pro-
posing just three locations for
integrated resorts with — repor-
tedly — just one to be based in a
major metropolitan area.

Accordingly, Fitch believes

that the metropolitan integra-
ted resort might generate USD3
billion in gaming revenue. That
would put it in line with other
strong performers in Asia-ba-
sed casino jurisdictions, such as

Singapore’s Marina Bay Sands
and Macau’s City of Dreams
and The Venetian Macao.
Meanwhile, two additional
remote resorts might genera-
te around USD1.4 billion each;

Community aims to preserve history

an estimate based on Korea’s
remote Kangwon Land Casino,
which is unique in allowing lo-
cals to gamble providing they
pay an entrance fee.

Unlike other analysts, Fitch
holds that the most accurate
way to predict potential gaming
revenue is to compare with
other incumbent casinos in the
region.

It holds this opinion with a
view to the new regulations,
which the firm says will inhibit
the ability of casino operators
to tap into the 1277 million inha-
bitants and almost 30 million
annual visitors.

Earlier this month, a new
agreement between Prime Mi-
nister Shinzo Abe’s Liberal
Democratic Party and its ju-
nior coalition partner Komeito
outlined the basic parameters
of the integrated resorts bill.
The LDP has previously said
that it wants to secure parlia-
mentary approval for the bill by
June 20, 2018.

Several companies linked to
Macau have announced inten-
tions to compete for Japane-
se licenses, including Melco
Resorts & Entertainment, Las
Vegas Sands Corp. and MGM
Resorts International. DB

Sixty percent of the ca-
taloged research sources
are located in Europe
and 33 percent are loca-
ted in in the Americas,
while sources from ins-

by publishing historical images

CONOGRAPHIC

Research, a Facebook
community, published
an image depicting the
view from the stairway
of the Ruins of St. Paul,
taken by Oswald Liibek
in 1911. Images from the
same photographer also
feature street views of
Hong Kong back in the
same year and an image
of an urban canal strewn
with rubbish in Guang-
zhou.

The pictures’ source
was a university library
in Dresden, Germany.

Launched in 2015, the
online page prospec-
ts historical images for
printed publication in
books, magazines and
catalogs.

In a statement released
by its editor to the Times,
Luiz Estrella explained
that the choice to pub-
lish material produced
before 1920 is that works

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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The Ruins of St. Paul, photo by Oswald Liibek (1911)

older than 100 years are
in the public domain, wi-
thout any restriction of
use.

“It is possible to affirm
that we are a vector in
the diffusion of the edu-
cation and the culture,
especially in encoura-
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ging the debate and the
reflection on the preser-
vation of these collec-
tions,” Estrella said.

The Iconographic Re-
search page showcases
images pertaining to
iconic events such as the
French Revolution and

es

Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

the American Civil War.

Meanwhile, the com-
munity also started to
publish moving images
depicting the period be-
tween the end of the 19th
century and the 1920s in
August 2016.

“Initially, the objective
was to eventually promo-
te postings of this type of
material, but due to the
reach obtained with the
first videos, we conclude
that we should do it re-
gularly,” said the editor.

By October 2017, Ico-
nographic Research had
published over four hou-
rs of original footage
produced between 1899
and 1918.

The techniques of pho-
tography and capture of
moving images were res-
pectively pioneered in
the 1820s and 1890s and
reproduce with fidelity
urban and rural landsca-
pes of that time.
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“I understand that this
page makes it possible
for the public to access
content that is often res-
tricted to the academic
community,” said Es-
trella.

The catalogue collec-
tion currently consis-
ts of more than 10,000
images depicting at least
1,600 locations around
five continents.

This material was pro-
duced by over 1,100 au-
thors including renow-
ned visual artists Alfred
Stieglitz, Alice Austin,
Bernardo Bellotto, Euge-
ne Atget and Jan van der
Heyden.

“In over three years
of research, 810 sour-
ces were identified in 56
countries on five conti-
nents with good quality
visual material available
online that meets the pa-
ge’s publishing criteria,”
the editor said.

titutions located in Asia,
Oceania and Africa ac-
count for only 7 percent
of the total.

“It is possible to affirm
that practically all our
vast iconographic collec-
tion comes from public
and private, national and
international institutio-
nal sources; some of whi-
ch are considered as re-
ferences in their areas of
activity,” Estrella added.

The 84 albums on its
Facebook page are orga-
nized according to geo-
graphical criteria, with
each image stored in the
folder corresponding to
the country in which it
was produced.

The material, organized
according to the thema-
tic criteria, is grouped in
four albums: two dedi-
cated to the First Wor-
1d War, an album with
portraits of personalities
and another with photo-
graphs of astronomical
observations. LV

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

Kowie Geldenhuys

Advertisement

SECRETARY Juliana Cheang
ADDRESS Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C,
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84

For subscription and general issues:

| Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd



fri 27.04.2018

T 4 MacauDaily mmsasss o

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

L

Dragon Boat Races organizers claim all
participants ‘must know how to swim’

Renato Marques

N light of the accident whi-

ch occurred during the pre-

parations for the traditional

Dragon Boat Festival races
last Saturday in Guilin, in whi-
ch two boats capsized and threw
their occupants into the water
(resulting in 17 fatalities), the
Times questioned the local or-
ganizers of the boat races about
safety measures being enforced
during training sessions and
during the competition.

The Sports Bureau (ID) noted
in its reply that “safety is a top
priority” for all sporting events
organized by the Sports Bureau.
“At the Macao International
Dragon Boat Races [...] appro-
priate measures are taken to en-
sure that participants compete
in a safe environment. During
practice sessions and compe-
tition days, a rescue team with
properly trained personnel is
arranged to attend any accident
or emergency situation,” an ID
spokesperson said, adding that
according to the regulations of
the competition, “all participan-
ts of the Macao International
Dragon Boat Races are required
to be able to swim at least 100
meters,” as stated in the compe-
tition program and guidelines in
clause 8 a).

Although accidents like the one
occurring in the Guangxi region
of southern China are frequent
during the practice sessions and
competitions with Dragon Boats
in China, as well in Macau and
others countries and territories
where the sport is popular, they
usually do not carry dire conse-

quences for the paddlers and re-
maining team members.

But that was not the case in
this circumstance, and the ac-
cident was said to have resul-
ted in a large number of deaths
due to many of the team mem-
bers being unable to swim.
Within the regulations of the
International Dragon Boat Fe-
deration (IDBF) there is no
reference to the use of Life Ja-
ckets during training and com-
petitions, being included in
the optional equipment that
teams might opt to use or not.
In the same regulation within
clause CR 13.3.1, Wrist Straps
and Boat fasteners, it is also
stated that “Wrist to Padd-
le Straps are NOT allowed or
any other fastening system that
connects a competitor to a pa-

ddle or the boat, as such fittin-
gs constitute a safety hazard.”
The rules of the sport to be
followed in any international
competition and that serve as
reference for all other competi-
tions also state that “at all IDBF
Competitions, the organizers
must provide a medical and res-
cue service ready to act both on
and off the water, throughout
the event, which includes all of-
ficial training sessions before the
first Race Day.” Further, within
a. (7.7) is it is also said, “First
Aid cover must be provided by
qualified personnel and a Medi-
cal Doctor must be in attendan-
ce throughout the competition.
Competitions should not take
place unless at least one (1) sa-
fety boat is provided to act as a
rescue vessel in the event of a

FAOM registered 3,141 people

§ o

boat capsize or the loss of a com-
petitor overboard during a race
or crew training,” rules which
have been in force since Septem-
ber 2003.

The responsibilities over the
crew and team members fall wi-
thin the purview of the Crew Ma-
nager and Boat Captain as per
CR 7.10 Crew Safety: “Although
it is incumbent on the Organi-
zing Committee to provide a res-
cue service, the Crew Manager
and Boat Captain are primarily
held responsible for the safety
of their crews. When on the wa-
ter, the Boat Captain, who will
normally be the Helm (Steerer)
must take responsibility for the
crew’s safety. Both the Crew Ma-
nager and the Boat Captain will
ensure that all their competitors
are (following numbers): Suita-

bly dressed for the weather, wa-
ter and race conditions and that
they are not wearing anything
(such as personal accessories or
jewelry) which may impede their
ability to escape from a capsi-
zed boat or swim unaided once
in the water, for example, wrist
weights; Must be water compe-
tent and, ideally able to swim at
least 50 meters in wet competi-
tion clothes, unaided.”

4 The accident
was said to
have resulted in
a large number
of deaths due
to many of the
team members
being unable to
swim

The same crew members are
also responsible to make sure all
team members are “Fit to Race”
both medically and physically at
all times during the competition
and that they have been fully
briefed on all safety matters con-
tained within the Competition
Regulations and Rules of Racing
for the competition.

Such facts, stated on the regu-
lations of the competition, might
explain reports at the time of the
Guilin accident indicating that
the local police almost immedia-
tely arrested two organizers of
the fatal training session.

seeking help for labor disputes

Julie Zhu

URING 2017, the

Macao Federation of
Trade Unions (FAOM)
handled 1,365 cases con-
cerning labor rights, the
federation reported this
week during a press con-
ference.

The cases were registered
in the FAOM headquar-
ters in two of FAOM’s ri-
ghts protection centers,
and across various service
centers that belong to the
union. A total of 3,141 peo-
ple were involved in these
cases.

Some 365 cases out of
the total were related to
labor affairs, involving

919 individuals. Most of
the remaining cases con-
cerned housing issues and
social welfare protection.
Among all the labor dis-
putes handled by FAOM,
the majority are linked to
the construction industry,
with the disputes mainly
caused due to a reduction
in the number of cons-
truction projects, which in
turn leads to a decrease in
job vacancies provided wi-
thin the sector, resulting
in severe unemployment.
Moreover, disputes re-
garding the salaries of
construction workers also
increased compared to the
previous year because of
the conclusion of several

construction projects.

FAOM received more
than 200 requests for help
from workers trying to col-
lect their salaries. Some of
these cases were resolved,
however FAOM did not
disclose the exact number.

When addressing mat-
ters of future work, FAOM
claimed that it would urge
the government and ga-
ming operators to imple-
ment a full range of tobac-
co control measures to en-
sure workers have a heal-
thy work environment.

In addition, Choi Kam
Fu, director general of the
Macau Gaming Enterpri-
ses Staff Association (un-
der FAOM), said that the

association cares about
the safety of employees
within the gaming indus-
try.

According to Choi, some
of the casinos’ “gaming ta-
bles have an improper de-
sign,” with a few casinos
requiring workers to wear
specific kinds of high-
heels while working.

“FAOM noticed that
some casinos still require
employees to work whi-
le standing. The union
is now cooperating with
them, hoping that [casi-
nos] can provide seats for
these workers,” revealed
Choi.

In 2017, FAOM also sol-
ved cases where a security

Choi Kam Fu (right)

company required local
employees to take unpaid
holidays, and also cases
where a cleaning company
did not pay salaries to its
employees.

The association highligh-
ts its long-standing calls,
urging the government to
not hire non-local occupa-
tional drivers in order to
improve the transporta-
tion industry’s retirement
system.

In particular, Choi no-
ted that they hope the
government can consider
allowing occupational
drivers to work even after
they turn 65 years old.

Besides reporting the
above-mentioned  data,
FAOM also noted that, in
2017, in 653 instances, it
provided suggestions to
the government about li-
velihood rights in commu-
nities.
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Department to carry out Zhuhai launches

: measures to
typhoon drill tomorrow  Teasties to

resources

HUHAI has launched talented people.
new measures to attract  For the talented SARSs' resi-
talented human resources dents who work in the Hen-
to the region, the Zhuhai gqin free trade zone, their
government announced this employment certificate can
week. The regulations, whi- be waived, and they can
ch include 16 articles, are enjoy both the “Hong Kong
said “by many experts and people, Hong Kong tax” and
talented people to be the “Macau people, Macau tax”
best talented human resour- policy.
ces policy in the Pearl River =~ The new measure also su-
Delta,” according to a report  ggests encouraging talented
by Macao Daily News. people from Hong Kong and
The new policy includes Macau’s qualified and cer-
a supportive development tified financial, accounting,
program for talented peo- educational and medical

HE Civil Protection Ope-

rational Center will or-
ganize a drill that simulates
extreme weather conditions
at Coloane and Sao Lourenco
Market tomorrow.

A Unitary Police Official
announced on TDM’s Radio
talkshow on Wednesday that
evacuation signals will be
broadcast by police vehicles
within the vicinity of the two
sites, and that the public will
be informed beforehand that
the call will only be a drill.

The drill, dubbed “Crystal
Fish,” aims to test the newly
established evacuation plan
and emergency command
platform, following last

year’s deadly Typhoon Hato, ple from Hong Kong and industries, among others,
TDM reported. and Municipal Affairs Bu- to cooperate with our on-site Macau. It further states that to work in the Hengqin free
The drill will be held be- reau, located on the fourth officers on Saturday,” he ad- those from the SARs can en- trade zone.
tween 1 p.m. and 5 p.m. to- floor of the Sao Lourenco ded. joy the same treatment as However, even though
morrow, imitating storm Market,” said a Unitary Poli- Officials said that the center Zhuhai residents in terms such articles concerning
surge, while residents in hi- ce Official. is planning to carry out simi- of buying properties, chil- the SARs residents have
gh-risk flooding areas will be “Our police vehicles will lar simulations including in dren’s education, and medi- been included in the new
evacuated. then [after setting up] broa- low- lying areas as the city cal treatment. measures, the latter still fo-
“Our drill will launch an dcast the evacuation infor- prepares for cyclone season. When a company hires ta- cus primarily on attracting
evacuation that allows peo- mation, informing the pu- The Civil Protection Ope- lented people from Hong mainland human resour-
ple to safely get out of where blic about our typhoon drill. rational Center kicked off its Kong or Macau who hold a ces. For instance, Zhuhai
they are. And by evacuation There’s no need for residents operations in May last year, bachelor or higher educa- has plans to establish a
I mean to take the public to and tourists to take part and located inside Taipa’s Immi- tional degree, they can also group to build 30,000
higher ground or to the che- actually evacuate. So hereby gration Department Office enjoy benefits regarding re- houses for talented people
ckpoint set up by the Civic we’d like to call on the public  building. sidential rent for the young from mainland China.
AD b
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Sands China honours team members’
commitment to service excellence

ANDS China Ltd honou-

red around 6,200 team

members who are celebra-

ting 10 years of service by
hosting more than 60 departmen-
tal celebrations that began in Mar-
ch and continue through April.

With Sands China established in
Macau for over 13 years now, a to-
tal of more than 8,500 Sands Chi-
na team members have been with
the company for 10 years or more.
This latest group of 6,200 indivi-
duals have reached their 10-year
milestones in 2016, 2017 or 2018.
More than 75 per cent of them are
local residents.

Dr Wilfred Wong, president of
Sands China Ltd, praised their
commitment to outstanding servi-
ce, both toward fellow team mem-
bers and to guests and visitors,
reaping benefits for the company
and supporting Macau’s conti-
nued development as a world cen-
tre of tourism and leisure.

“Sands China is incredibly grate-
ful for the continued loyalty, dedi-
cation and hard work of our team
members celebrating this impor-
tant milestone — their 10-year
anniversaries with the company,”
said Dr Wong.

“We now have 8,500 team mem-
bers who have been working for
the company for a decade or more;
that represents nearly one-third of
our workforce. We consider this to
be a very significant achievement
and it is a great source of pride for
the company,” he remarked.

Sands China has always viewed
its team members as the com-
pany’s greatest asset, recognising
their daily commitment to service
excellence as a crucial component
in delivering outstanding expe-
riences to guests and visitors.

“As we pause to express our gra-
titude to our long-serving team
members, we remain ever-min-
dful of our responsibility as the
largest private employer in Macau
— to take care of our team mem-
bers and their families,” Dr Wong
highlighted.

The company continues to invest
in their career development, and
in the broadening of their profes-
sional horizons, resulting in thou-
sands of local residents advancing
in the company.

One such valued staff member is
Ronald Leong, executive director
of transportation, who has been
with Sands China for 11 years.

Leong, who participated in the
first intake of the Management
Trainees Advanced Management
Program in 2008, was given a
series of horizontal development
opportunities resulting in five
promotions. He currently leads a
transportation team of over 500
team members. Leong pointed
out that transportation service is
one of the key components in the
overall integrated resort experien-

ce for all tourists, as transporta-
tion is the first touch point upon
their arrival in Macau.

The executive director emphasi-
zed Sands China’s commitment to
bringing out the best in their team
members, providing them with
a series of training programs to
assist in their career growth. For
him, work experience in different
departments has been beneficial
to his personal development.

“I am happy to work for Sands
China because of the culture: we
have the support we need, and
opportunities for career growth,”
he shared.

Leong thanked Sands China for
prioritizing the training of local
talent, and for allowing them to
explore the company’s different
departments.

“The company not only provides
training, but also follow-up action.
The human resources department
conducts mentor and mentee
sessions and gives us a platform
to share our ideas and concerns
regarding our work progress,” he
said.

Agnes Cheang, a convention and
exhibition services associate di-
rector, has been in the company
for over 10 years and echoed the
same sentiments.

Promoted four times since she
joined The Venetian Macao in No-

el

vember 2007, Cheang lauded the
commitment of Sands China in
providing team members a series
of opportunities to continually ex-
pand their career growth.

“Sands China always makes sure
that we are up to date and that we
keep our professional standards.
They really support us in our ca-
reer growth,” she said.

According to Cheang, Sands Chi-
na is continually working on deve-
loping talented local staff, giving
them access to opportunities to
broaden their horizons.

“This benefits us, local people,
and it gives us chances to further
advance in our careers,” she ad-
ded. Cheang is proud to be a Sands
China team member as she has
been given various opportunities
to handle international large-scale
meetings and events, which have
not only expanded her understan-
ding of the industry, but have also
made her feel she is growing toge-
ther with Macau’s MICE industry.

Another team member that was
honoured was Grace Tam, a chief
steward, who is currently leading
ateam of approximately 220 staff.

Tam first joined the company
in 2007 and has been leading the
team as a chief steward, responsi-
ble for kitchenware and tableware
preparation and cleaning. For lar-
ge scale events, she and her team

Total Paid Training Hours Completed in 2017

over 1.6 million

64

Learning
Hours

for Each Team Member of Sands China in Average

Out of 8,500 team members with 10 or more service years:

2, 000 s

prepare thousands of pieces of
tableware, and coordinate with
various departments, including
food and beverage and facilities
management. This requires expe-
rience, communication skills, and
accurate calculation.

“The company pays a lot of at-
tention to training and really puts
its resources into the team mem-
bers,” shared Tam.

“The company gives me oppor-
tunities to explore my abilities.
At Sands China, I feel a sense of
being successful and belonging as
the company continues to pros-
per,” she added. As the company
has been growing over the years,
Tam said she feels excited about
the new challenges and is thankful
for the support and opportunities
given by Sands China.

Tam was a winner of the Best
Leadership Award in Sands Chi-
na’s Because We Care Team
Member Awards, which serves as
significant encouragement for her
and her fellow colleagues to excel
in their workplace.

She was also the winner of the
Outstanding Elder Employee
Award by the local government,
following a nomination submitted
by Sands China.

In 2017, Sands China provided
over 1.66 million paid training
hours for its team members, equi-
valent to an average of 64 learning
hours for each team member.

umz.“'
”"&bﬂl
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Since 2015, over 2,000 team
members have participated in
the company’s horizontal career
development programmes. To
date, Sands China has made near-
ly 18,000 promotions, involving
over 10,000 local team members;
more than 3,300 local team mem-
bers have been promoted twice or
more.

Sands China’s management
team currently employs over
2,500 local residents, over two-
thirds of whom have been working
with the company for more than
10 years — a testament to the suc-
cess of Sands China’s investment
into its team members.

In acknowledgement of the
company’s faithful team mem-
bers, each employee received
“The Perfect 10” commemorative
service pins and award trophies,
and food and beverage vouchers
to the value of MOP500 (a to-
tal of more than MOP3 million
in vouchers overall) for them to
enjoy Sands China’s restaurants
with their families as a token of
gratitude for their continuous su-
pport. In addition, the company
will give away more than 5,000
complimentary tickets of La Pari-
sienne show in April and May to
interested 10-year-service team
members.

This article was sponsored by
Sands China Ltd.
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Inspections
to intensify
as bathing

season
kicks off

With the bathing season set
to start on June 1, the Marine
and Water Bureau (DSAMA)
announced yesterday that,
due to the recent discovery
of a black oily substance

at the Hac Sa and Cheoc
Van beaches, inspections at
those these beaches will be
intensified. As in previous
years, DSAMA will send
lifeguard teams to the local
beaches.

Man arrested
for posting
nude pictures
online

A Russian cook has been
arrested after posting nude
pictures of his ex-girlfriend
online following their break-
up. The Russian citizen,

who is 30 years old, was
working for a hotel located in
Cotai. The victim is a Macau
resident in her 20s. The
suspect took the pictures in
February and March without
the victim’s awareness. Only
on April 16 did the victim find
the pictures on Facebook,

at which point she made

a report to the police. The
suspect confessed that he
publicized the pictures in
order to get revenge on his
ex-girlfriend.

Zhongshan
plans ferries
to Macau

In order to expand local
tourism into the city,
Zhongshan is planning

to open additional ferry
routes to other cities,
including Macau. According
to a report by Guangzhou
Daily, Zhongshan plans to
operate ferries between the
Taipa Ferry Terminal and
Zhongshan. In addition,
five other routes between
Zhongshan, Shenzhen,
Guagnzhou, Hong Kong
and Zhuhai have also been
proposed. Besides water
routes, Zhongshan also
intends to connect the city
with its neighboring regions
by way of a rail system,
including more high-speed
train and metro connections
with Shenzhen, Guangzhou,
and Zhuhai.

DANIEL BEITLER

Photography exhibition grapples
with philosophy of art form

Antonio Mil-Homens

Daniel Beitler

A- contemporary photogra-
phy exhibition opened at

Creative Macau — Center for
Creative Industries on Wed-
nesday night, showcasing the
work of six participants who
grappled with the theme of how
their discipline relates to the
psychology of art.

This somewhat existentialist
theme attempts to rebuke — or
at least address - a prevailing
thought among the art wor-
1d that photography is not as
dynamic as painting, or other
expressive art forms, becau-
se the former is mostly envi-
ronment-driven. Thus many
of the photography works at
the exhibition were digitally
or otherwise manipulated and
appeared more as pieces of art
than articles of documentation.

Hugo Teixeira, a photogra-
pher and artist who grew up in
the Luso-American community
in California, was among the
exhibition participants, brin-
ging a 2018 creation that was

being shown to the public for
the first time.

Titled “My Grandfather, My
Father, Now Me”, his work is
a series of eight framed photo-
graphs created through a wet
plate collodion process, which
document Teixeira’s confron-
tation with his family’s medical
history of heart problems.

Each photograph has the ar-
tist as the principal subject,
captured in a distinct 19th-cen-
tury style, invoking a powerful
— if unintended — “temporal
connection.” The photographs
are enclosed in glass frames
and a heartbeat — the artist’s in
fact — has been superimposed
over the portraits.

“By coincidence, when I was
invited to join the exhibition,
I had been thinking a lot about
something very personal that
had happened related to my
health,” he said on Wednesday
night at the opening. “I wanted
to capture the feeling of getting
an electrocardiogram [EKG]
for the first time.”

The artist explained that

A

Hugo Teixeira

during his EKG experience
“there was a sudden feeling of
anxiety and fragility that I did
not expect, and I thought I had
to capture this photographi-
cally, somehow.”

Referring to the heart disease
that afflicted both his grandfa-
ther and father, Teixeira says
he sought to capture the mo-
ment when he was “forced to
confront [his] genetic fate.”

“This series of self-portraits
[...] is a meditation on that fate
and seeks to capture that mo-
ment of morbid epiphany and
the feeling of absolute fragility
which accompanied that reali-
zation.”

“I selected a 19th century pro-
cess called wet plate collodion
— which I have been working
with for the last two years —
and I thought it could be an
advantage to express this idea.
It’s a process that is very fragi-
le, and [allowed] me to use the
transparency in the glass.”

Another of the participating
artists, Antonio Mil-Homens,
a well-known photographer in

Macau, is exhibiting five digital
prints on canvas.

Seeking to capture the feeling
of today’s downtown Macau,
Mil-Homens captures the sen-
sation of overcrowding in his
series titled “Troubled Vision.”
He says that his series is about
the day-to-day problems that
the increasing number of visi-
tors is creating in Macau’s cen-
ter.

Meanwhile, Ricardo Meireles
is showing a set of four mixed-
media artworks, collectively
titled “Multiverse”.

Born in Portugal but having
lived in Macau since 2001, the
artist and architect has desig-
ned four suspended bamboo
steamers with photograph-
printed covers of meaningful
and localized shapes and pat-
terns, relevant to habitants of
both Macau and Hong Kong.

The exhibition is open until
May 19 at Creative Macau, on
the ground floor of the Macau
Cultural Centre Building. All of
the exhibiting artworks are for
sale.

Stamp vending machines suspended
due to deliberate damage

N Wednesday, the the other nine in Macau.
Macao Post and Te-  According to CTT, nine
lecommunications  Bu- machines, although

reau (CTT) suspended the
services of 12 of the city’s
stamp vending machines,
according to a statement
released by CTT.

The service suspension
is “due to the fact that,
recently, a few [nine] au-
tomatic stamp vending
machines were damaged
deliberately.”

The aforementioned 12
vending machines have
been undergoing a series
of inspection and repair
works since April 25.

Three of the vending
machines are located in
Taipa and Coloane, with

appearing normal from
the outside, have internal
problems.

CIT found out that
they had been operated
manually and irregular-
ly, which caused distur-
bances in their normal
functioning, resulting in
problems in the printing
system.

All of the nine damaged
machines are situated ou-
tdoors. Due to the possibi-
lity of all similar machines
having similar issues, the
three machines installed
indoors have also been
suspended.

CTT noted that no simi-
lar incidents have taken
place in the past. The bu-
reau is investigating the
reasons for the damage,
and has not reported the
issue to the police yet.

The resumption of the
services of the machines
will be announced later by
CTT.

In total, CTT has ins-
talled 24 stamp vending
machines across Macau:
three in Taipa, three Co-
loane and 24 on the Ma-
cau Peninsula.

Four out of the 24 ven-
ding machines are situa-
ted indoors, and all of
these are located on the
Macau peninsula.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Overseas investing — should you

consider it?

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JVML
Property. JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property
& Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and
investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

There is a quote by a fa-
mous real estate investor
Louis Glickman that says,
“The best investment on
earth is earth”. That’s right,
the entire earth (well, al-
most all of it) is a potential
investment!

But when it comes to buying
properties, many investors
limit themselves to inves-
ting in the market where
they live and work although
they instinctively unders-
tand that their money could
potentially be working har-
der for them in an overseas
market.

But is chasing glittering re-
turns in a foreign market
the way to go...should you
consider investing over-
seas?

The answer really depends
on the individual investor
and of course, the invest-
ment.

If you decide that you are
interested in an overseas in-
vestment that offers greater

JuLIET RispoN

returns, here are some fac-
tors that you may want to
consider;

LEGAL - Are foreigners
eligible to purchase pro-
perty in this market? Are
there any additional legal
requirements for foreign
buyers? Is the legal system
transparent, and what are
the procedures for dispute
resolution?

TAX — Taxation is said to
be as certain as death, and
this applies worldwide. You
should find out if there are
additional taxes for foreig-
ners as there is in Hong
Kong and Macau, and whe-
ther it’s possible to enjoy tax
benefits by investing under
a corporate structure.

FOREX — When investing
abroad, forex can be a dou-
ble-edged sword that can ei-
ther mean a huge discount
or bring a previously profi-

table deal into the red zone.
Whenever possible, it is fa-
vorable to buy the foreign
currencies when your home
currency is strong, and
should you wish to, remit
the profits back when your
home currency is weak.

FINANCING - As with
any property investment,
you need to know how much
leverage you can find and
how much it will cost you.
If you are borrowing from a
foreign bank, they are likely
to offer a higher interest
rate and lower loan to value
(LTV) compared with local
residents, at least until they
feel comfortable with you.

There are many things to
consider before deciding
whether overseas investing
is for you. JML Property of-
fers UK properties for sale,
so stay tuned and don’t he-
sitate to get in touch if you
want to find out more.
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LVS beats estimates on
Macau, Singapore strength

AS Vegas Sands

Corp., the casino
operator controlled
by billionaire Sheldon
Adelson, said first-
quarter sales and profit
rose as the company’s
newest casino in Macau
continued to draw gam-
blers and results in Sin-
gapore soared.

Sands, which is based
in Las Vegas, reported
profit rose to USD1.04
a share, excluding some
items, beating the 85-
cent average of analysts’

estimates. Sales grew 17
percent to $3.58 billion,
exceeding projections of
$3.36 billion.

The world’s largest
casino company is be-
nefiting from a surge
in betting in Macau
following the opening
of several new resorts.
Sands’ newest property,
the Parisian, debuted in
September 2016. Ove-
rall casino revenue in
Macau grew 22 percent
in the first quarter.

In Macau, earnings

before interest, taxes,
depreciation and amor-
tization rose 26 percent
to $789 million, ahead
of the $717.2 million
average calculated by
Consensus Metrix. Ear-
nings in Singapore grew
49 percent on that ba-
sis.

Sands shares rose 2.3
percent to $74 in exten-
ded trading. They fell 2
percent to $72.34 at the
close in New York and
are up 4.1 percent this
year. MDT/Bloomberg

C&C LAWYERS
& NOTARIES

Bt Rui josé da Cunhae LB+ Alvaro Rodriguese XM Nuno Sardinha da Matae ##8 Zhao Lue-

WWWWLCCADVOG. COM
TEL: {853) 2837 2642 f 2837 1613
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Programa de Avaliacio de Servigos Turisticos de Qualidade
Quality Tourism Services Accreditation Scheme

e

Application Date

3-30/4/2018

APPLICATION IS FREE OF CHARGE

Quality Tourism, At Your Service

Food and Beverage Industry

> Participants
All licensed * Restaurants and F&B establishments in Macao
Four categories:
- Deluxe Restaurant
- First Class Restaurant
- Second Class Restaurant
- Food and Beverage Establishments

* Operate its business in Macao for at least one year (i.e. obtained
licence and opened for business before 27 April, 2017)

Travel Agency Industry

» Participants
All licensed * Travel Agency Headquarters / Branches in Macao
* Merchants that operate its business in Macao for at least
one year (i.e. obtained licence and opened for business
before 2nd April, 2017)

» Application
Application form is available for download from
http://industry.macaotourism.gov.mo or can be collected at:
Training and Quality Management Department of Macao
Government Tourism Office during office hours
Address: Room 1821, 18th Floor, Hot Line Center, Alameda
Dr. Carlos d'Assumpcao, nos. 335-341, Macao

» Enquiry
Macao Government Tourism Office -
Training and Quality Management Department

. 8397 1225/8397 1522
&= DFCQ@macaotourism.gov.mo
% www.macaotourism.gov.mo
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Once an industry joke,
electric buses start
to dent o0il demand

Jeremy Hodges

LECTRIC buses

were seen as a joke
at an industry confe-
rence in Belgium seven
years ago when the Chi-
nese manufacturer BYD
Co. showed an early mo-
del. “Everyone was lau-
ghing at BYD for making
a toy,” recalled Isbrand
Ho, the Shenzhen-based
company’s managing di-
rector in Europe. “And
look now. Everyone has
one.”

Suddenly, buses with
battery-powered  mo-
tors are a serious ma-
tter with the potential
to revolutionize city
transport — and add to
the forces reshaping the
energy industry. With
China leading the way,
making the traditional
smog-belching  diesel
behemoth run on elec-
tricity is starting to eat
away at fossil fuel de-
mand.

The numbers are sta-
ggering. China  had
about 99 percent of the
385,000 electric buses
on the roads worldwide
in 2017, accounting for
17 percent of the coun-
try’s entire fleet. Every
five weeks, Chinese ci-
ties add 9,500 of the ze-
ro-emissions transpor-
ters — the equivalent of
London’s entire working
fleet, according Bloom-
berg New Energy Finan-
ce.

All this is starting to
make an observable re-
duction in fuel demand.
And because they con-
sume 30 times more fuel
than average sized cars,
their impact on energy
use so far has become
much greater than the
passenger sedans pro-
duced by companies
from Tesla Inc. to Toyota
Motor Corp.

For every 1,000 bat-
tery-powered buses on
the road, about 500 bar-
rels a day of diesel fuel
will be displaced from
the market, according
to BNEF calculations.
This year, the volume of
fuel not needed may rise
37 percent to 279,000
barrels a day because
of electric transport in-
cluding cars and light
trucks, about as much
oil as Greece consumes,
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A worker walks while
transportation hub in Shenzhen

according to BNEF. Bu-
ses account for about
233,000 barrels of that
total.

“This  segment is
approaching the ti-
pping point,” said Colin
McKerracher, head of
advanced transport at
the London-based re-
search unit of Bloom-
berg LP. “City govern-
ments all over the world
are being taken to task
over poor urban air qua-
lity. This pressure isn’t
going away, and electric
bus sales are positioned
to benefit.”

China is ahead on elec-
trifying its fleet because
it has the world’s worst
pollution problem. With
a growing urban po-
pulation and galloping
energy demand, the na-
tion’s legendary smogs
were responsible for 1.6
million extra deaths in
2015, according to non
-profit Berkeley Earth.

A decade ago, Shen-
zhen was a typical exam-
ple of a booming Chi-
nese city that had given
little thought to the en-
vironment. Its smog be-
came so notorious that
the government picked
it for a pilot program for
energy conservation and
zero emissions vehicles
in 2009. Two years later,
the first electric buses
rolled off BYD’s produc-
tion line there. And in
December, all of Shen-
zhen’s 16,359 buses were
electric.

BYD had 13 percent
of China’s electric bus
market in 2016 and put
14,000 of the vehicles on
the streets of Shenzhen

- o

a BYD Co. electric bt;s arrives at a public

alone. It’s built 35,000
so far and has capacity to
build as many as 15,000
a year, Ho said.

BYD estimates its buses
have logged 17 billion
kilometers (10 billion
miles) and saved 6.8
billion liters (1.8 billion
gallons) of fuel since
they started ferrying
passengers around the
world’s busiest cities.
That, according to Ho,
adds up to 18 million
tons of carbon dioxide
pollution avoided, which
is about as much as 3.8
million cars produce in
each year.

“The first fleet of pure
electric buses provided
by BYD started ope-
ration in Shenzhen in
2011,” Ho said by phone.
“Now, almost 10 years
later, in other cities the
air quality has worsened
while — compared with
those cities — Shen-
zhen’s is much better.”

Other cities are taking
notice. Paris, London,
Mexico City and Los An-
geles are among 13 au-
thorities that have com-
mitted to only buying
zero emissions transport
by 2025.

London is slowly trans-
forming its fleet. Cur-
rently four routes in the
city center serviced by
single-decker units are
being shifted to electri-
city. There are plans to
make significant invest-
ments to the clean its pu-
blic transport networks,
including  retrofitting
5,000 old diesel buses in
a program to ensure all
buses are emission-free
by 2037. Bloomberg
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Disney CEQ obert lger (center) stands as confetti drops durmg the grand opening
of Toy Story Land at Shanghai Disneyland

@& ADVERTORIAL

[f ~oimbin ”LJ, ':r '|HI|"-!

TREND TIME

g y .
Reflect the spirit of

walk into your

spring wardrobe. And consider pairing of- “'m-rn’ et {.;_ al fashion with contemporary time DieCes,

such as a style-forward,

high-tech cerarmic

masterpiece from watchmaker Rado.

T-SHIRT BY SCOTCH

Disney emphasizes
China roots amid
trade tension

ALT Disney Co. used the ex-

pansion of its USD5.5 billion
Disney Resort in Shanghai yester-
day to highlight its deep China con-
nections despite worsening trade
tensions between Washington and
Beijing.

Beneath the surface, Shanghai’s
Disneyland is not purely American
and has been a boon to the local
economy, providing both jobs and
high-quality entertainment, com-
pany executives said.

Disney took an unusually colla-
borative approach to its Shanghai
theme park, which opened in 2016,
handing over a 57 percent owner-
ship stake to its state-owned Chi-
nese partner, the Shanghai Shendi
Group.

“We're excited about the fact
that we’re not an American com-
pany just here by ourselves. We're
a real collaborative company,”
Bob Weis, president of Walt Dis-
ney Imagineering, which oversaw
construction of the park, said in an

partners in government as a real
positive aspect of Shanghai Dis-
neyland.”

He added that the “overwhel-
ming majority” of artists and de-
signers who built the Toy Story
Land extension of the park are part
of Disney’s local Chinese team.
“Were a local company,” Weis
said. “Everything here is built and
made in China.”

Foreign businesses in China
bear significant political risk. In
the past, political tensions have
prompted protests and boycotts of
South Korean, Japanese and U.S.
businesses on the mainland.

“I'want to thank the people of Chi-
na for wholeheartedly embracing
this resort, for truly making it your
own,” Disney chief executive Ro-
bert Iger told an array of Shanghai
government dignitaries, company
officials and media at the colorful,
confetti-laced launch of Toy Story
Land. “We look forward to a future
of continued partnership.” AP
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Air Force holds training
flights around rival Taiwan

Christopher
Bodeen, Beijing

HINA’S Air

Force conducted
training flights yes-
terday around the
self-governing island
of Taiwan that it said
mark an “historical
shift” in its combat
ability.

A post on the Air
Force’s official mi-
croblog said multiple
missions were laun-
ched from separate
bases featuring aircra-
ft including fighters,
early warning planes
and the H-6K long-
range bomber.

The planes circled
Taiwan,  transiting
the Bashi Strait to the
south and Miyako
Strait to the north
along the sea border

with Japan, it said.
China claims
Taiwan as its own
territory to be brou-
ght under its control
by force if necessary.
Military threats have
grown more promi-
nent in recent weeks
through war games
and sharply worded
statements from Chi-
na seen as a response
to what it perceives
as the Taiwanese go-
vernment’s efforts to
assert its de facto in-
dependent status.
The training flights
aim to send a “clear
and distinct” mes-
sage to forces on the
island promoting its
formal independen-
ce, defense ministry
spokesman Col. Wu
Qian told reporters at
a monthly news brie-

fing yesterday.

“It needs to be poin-
ted out that Taiwan
independence activi-
ties are doomed to fai-
lure and any attempt
to use force to resist
unification will go
nowhere,” Wu said.

Wu also repeated
earlier  statements
that China was pre-
pared to take further
actions if Taiwan’s
government  conti-
nued to “act however
it likes” but gave no
details.

China severed ties
with Taiwan almost
two years ago, after
independence-lea-
ning President Tsai
Ing-wen refused its
demand to recognize
the island democracy
as a part of Chinese
territory. AP
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THERE IS MORE TO SPRING
AT THE PARISIAN MACAO

The Parisian Macao is offering endless entertainment, exciting activities and sensational dining this Spring.
Take the break you deserve, and enjoy every fun filled moment with a trip to Paris in Macao.

LA PARISIENNE CABARET FRANCAIS

La Parisienne Cabaret Francais blends llusion, dance, acrobatics and comedy In
true Parisian style to delight viewers of all ages. Lalnched in 2014, the show has
toured Asia-and Europe, bringing passion, excitement and pleasure to audiences.

Date :MNow - 17 June 2018
Time: : Tuesday - Saturday, Bpm /' Sunday, 5pm *Dark day on Monday
Venug: The Parisian Theatre, The Parisian Macao

+853 26880 8818 / cotaiticketing.com Tickets From MIOP 1 8 0

SAVOUR THE JOY OF FRENCH DINING

Enjoy traditional French cuising, fing wing and live entertainmeant at the
Eiffel Tower with stunning views of the Sands® Cotal Strip.

Dale : Now - 30Juna 2018
Time : Wednesday - Sunday, 3pm - late
Venue: Level 7, Eiffel Tower, The Parisian Macao

ParisianMacaoc.com/jole-de-vivre-fest

RUN AND LIGHT UP THE NIGHT

Hi ¥ Ao 28 X5 ) ? The ‘Light the Night Run’ is the first charity run up The Parisian Macao
I VG T PSP = e b Eiftel Tower, you can also join in the family festivities at the same time, all
&N B T - g ‘i v N
e nl.l-u"r-.u" L to support the Macau Special Olympics. Enjoy a fun day out with family
B s \ and Triends filled with live entertainment, kids' activities, and healthy food
: and drinks.

Date : 28 April 2018

Time : 2:30pm - 10pm

Venue; The Parisian Macao
ParisianMacao:.com/light-the-night-run
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CELEBRATE LE FRENCH GOURMAY

Le French GourMay, the mouthwatering festival of French cuising and
wine culture, returns te the traditional Brasserie and Le Buffet
restaurants at The Parisian Macao with authentic flavours: from the
South of France.

BRASSERIE LE BUFFET

Four-course set lunch and dinner Buffet lunch and dinner

Date 1 - 31 May 2018 Cate :1-6and 13 May 2018

Lunch i 11am -2:30pm Lunch & 11am - 3pm (From MOP 268" per adult and MOP 134° per child)
Dinner ; 8pm - 10:30pm Dinner ; 6pm - 10pm (From MOP 448" par adult and MOP 224* per child)
EHED AMOR AT Rt Date :7 - 31 May 2018 (except 13 May 2018)

Afterncon tea set Lunch ; 11am - 3pm (From MOP 248° per adult and MOP 124" per child)
Date : 1--31 May 2018 Dinner : Bpm - 10pm (From MOP 408° per adult and MOP 204" per child)
Wi Qpf= Srainm). Reservations: +853 8111 9250

Price : From MOF 268" for two lebuffet.reservation@sands.com.mo

Supper Club V-
Date ! 1 - 31 May 2018
Time : Friday - Saturday, 10:30pm - 2am - /

No admission fee

Reservations: +853 8111 9200
brasserie. resarvation@sands.com.mo *Bulpiect o 10% servce charge é

SANDS DINING SENSATIONS
PURITY AS NATURE INTENDED

Four restaurants at The Parisian Macao will use arganic produce to prepare the
most delectable delicacies. Enjoy MOP10 appetizer when you order dishes from
the arganic meanus®.

Restaurants include: Brasserie, Lotus Palace, Market Bistro and Café Express

SandsResortshMacao.com/dining
Available from now until 30 June 2018

Terms & Conditions apply

FAELSJAN

* ParislanMacao.com l'\-’j'_ f'ii 5 LL L.Jf
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India-China summit expected
to ease tensions over border

Muneeza Naqvi, New Delhi

INDIAN Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is meeting this week with Chine-
se President Xi Jinping, a visit that some
experts believe could reset a complicated
relationship that faced several tests last
year, including a tense border standoff.
The meeting between the leaders of the
world's two most populous nations is to
take place in the central Chinese city of
Wuhan today and Saturday.

"Our common interests far outweigh
our divergences," Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesman Lu Kang said about the
meeting's prospects. And the divergences
are many, the most complicated being a
lingering border dispute. The two coun-
tries fought a monthlong border war in
1962 and have been trying to settle the
boundary since the 1980s. Each side ac-
cuses the other of occupying its territory.

China claims some 90,000 square ki-
lometers of territory in India's northeast
and cites the region's cultural affinity with
Tibet as evidence that the area is part of
what it calls "southern" Tibet. India says
China occupies 38,000 square kilometers
of its territory in the Aksai Chin Plateau
in the western Himalayas. Over the last
three decades or so, officials have met at
least 20 times to discuss the competing
border claims.

Minor skirmishes, often little more than
shouting matches between soldiers, occur
fairly regularly, but the most aggressive
confrontation in decades took place last
summer where the Himalayan borders of
India, China and Bhutan come together.

It started in June when Indian troops
moved in to stop China from construc-
ting a road in the Doklam region in Bhu-
tan. For 10 weeks, soldiers from the two
nuclear-armed nations eyeballed each
other. The two countries finally agreed to
pull back their troops on Aug. 28, though
neither Beijing nor New Delhi offered any
explanation of how the crisis was resolved.

AP PHOTO

In this Oct. 16, 2016 file photo, Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi (left) and Chinese
President Xi Jinping gesture towards each
other

There are other annoyances too. Last
year India refused to be part of Xi's grand
initiative to build a "new Silk Road" of
ports, railways and roads to expand trade
in a vast arc of countries across Asia, Afri-
caand Europe. India is unhappy that Chi-
nese state-owned companies are working
in the Pakistani-held part of Kashmir, the
Himalayan region claimed by both India
and Pakistan. Indian leaders see that as
an endorsement of Pakistani control over
the area.

For India, China's ever-growing in-
fluence in the neighborhood, with signifi-
cant strategic presences in Sri Lanka, Ne-
pal and the Maldives and close ties with
Pakistan, is a constant irritant. For Bei-
jing, India's playing host to the Tibetan
spiritual leader the Dalai Lama and the
Tibetan government-in-exile is a source
of friction.

"The goal of the meeting will be to put
China-India ties on a better track as the
relationship has been strained in recent
years due to China's increased focus,

Ex-billionaire abandons

investments, and activity in South Asia
outside of India," the consulting firm Eu-
rasia Group said.

The first signs that Beijing and New De-
Thi were trying to mend their relationship
came in February when India publicly
ordered officials to stay away from even-
ts marking the Dalai Lama's 60th year
in India. Since then, diplomats from the
two sides have held meetings and Indian
Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj met her
Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi, earlier in
the week before announcing the Wuhan
summit.

Modi will be traveling to China again in
June for the Shanghai Cooperation Orga-
nization summit. Along with China and
India, that group includes the Central
Asian states of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan as well as Pakis-
tan.

The Wuhan meeting comes at a crucial
time for both leaders. Beijing is dealing
with U.S. tariff threats on Chinese pro-
ducts, which have led to fears of a trade
war. Modi needs steady economic grow-
th ahead of a national election next year.

"The world is now faced with rampant
unilateralism as well as rising protectio-
nism in the process of globalization," Lu,
the Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man, said this week, explaining the back-
drop of the talks between Xi and Modi.

No one expects the two men to work out
all the tangles in the complicated diplo-
matic relationship. "Given the depth and
breadth of the problems between India
and China, it will be unwise to expect dra-
matic breakthroughs," C. Raja Mohan,
director of Carnegie India, wrote in the
Indian Express.

The most likely outcome of the mee-
ting, according to the Eurasia Group, is
the "resumption of diplomatic exchanges
that will reduce the risk of a flare-up in
the short term but is unlikely to result in
any real bilateral solution to these areas
of tension." AP

BLOOMBERG

office in prime HK tower

Blake Schmidt

RMER billionaire Wang

Jing, who agreed to build a

canal across Nicaragua to rival

the Panama Canal, has aban-

doned his office in Hong Kong
island’s tallest skyscraper.

HK Nicaragua Canal Deve-
lopment Investment Co., a
subsidiary of a company ow-
ned by Wang, surrendered its
lease agreement on April 18
for suites on the International
Finance Centre’s 18th floor.
The company had renewed a
three-year lease for the offi-
ces in January 2016, with the
option to extend for a further
three years, according to Hong
Kong’s land registry. The lea-
se agreement was initially for
HKD2.1 million per month.

A receptionist at Two IFC,
which counts UBS Group AG
and Blackstone Group among
its tenants, said HKND moved
out last week and didn’t leave
information about its new ad-
dress.

A representative for Wang
said by phone that the move
reflected a “change of strate-
gy,” and added that the com-
pany will maintain operations
in Hong Kong, but declined to
provide details about the new
location. The company’s re-
gistered address is an accoun-
ting office in Kowloon. HKND
didn’t respond to requests for
additional comment.

Wang signed a $50 billion
deal to build the rival canal
linking the Atlantic and Pacific
oceansin 2013 with the Nicara-

guan government of President
Daniel Ortega. A series of pro-
tests against Ortega that began
with opponents of the canal
project in 2014 has grown into
widespread unrest that forced
the Nicaraguan leader to back
down on his controversial so-
cial security reform last week.

Nicaragua’s main daily La
Prensa said in an April 23 edi-
torial that Ortega “lost control
of the streets” and called for his
resignation. The Nicaraguan
Center of Human Rights said
more than 30 people have died
in the protests.

Wang’s business empire fa-
ces other setbacks, including a
stock suspension of his Beijing-
based telecom company and a
court fight in Ukraine. Ukrai-
ne’s Security Services conduc-

Wang Jing

ted searches at the country’s
biggest maker of aircraft and
helicopter engines this week in
an investigation into a buyout
bid by companies linked to
Wang.

The Chinese tycoon has ex-
plored several options to sho-
re up investment for the canal
project, but five years after
Nicaragua’s legislature green-
lighted the project, it remains
unclear how he plans to fund
it. Bloomberg

Vice-dean
accused of
'Inappropriate’
behavior

Yanan Wang, Beijing

vice-dean at a prestigious Chinese uni-

versity has been stripped of his title be-
cause of "inappropriate” behavior toward
female students, according to a member of
the faculty. The demotion comes as China's
nascent #MeToo movement gains momen-
tum on university campuses, presenting a
potential challenge to authorities wary of
student unrest.

The dean of Shanghai Jiaotong University's
School of Media and Design told instructors
that Xie Yungeng is no longer a vice-dean
and can no longer advise master's studen-
ts, Wei Wuhui, an assistant professor at
the school, told The Associated Press. Wei
said they were told it was because of Xie's
"inappropriate remarks and inappropriate
actions toward female students." It was not
clear whether Xie is still teaching classes.

Wei said that while the dean did not use
the words "sexual harassment" in his an-
nouncement, staff members understood that
"inappropriate touching" had taken place.

The offices of the dean and party secretary
of Jiaotong's School of Media and Design, as
well as the university's propaganda depart-
ment, did not respond to multiple requests
for comment. Xie also did not respond to re-
quests for comment.

The investigation into Xie began at the start
of the month, when a veteran professor re-
ported that a female doctoral student had
spoken to him about Xie's behavior after she
applied to leave the program, Wei said. An
administrator told Wei that the school has
not made an official announcement regar-
ding Xie because the investigation is still in a
"preliminary” stage.

Caixin, a prominent Beijing-based publica-
tion, cited the School of Media and Design
dean's announcement in a report yesterday,
but it was not immediately clear if Caixin had
spoken to the dean directly.

"Professors hold immense power over
their students," said Wei, who published an
account of the faculty meeting on his public
WeChat account Wednesday evening. "I
really can't put up with this kind of behavior."

Yu Ran, a recent School of Media and De-
sign graduate, said a professor told her earlier
this month that Xie was under investigation.
She said she was pleased that the university
acted so quickly in removing Xie from his
post, but hoped that it would offer an official
account of what happened and establish a
system to help students understand consent
and sexual harassment. "In college, we were
never taught how to discern whether certain
behavior was inappropriate or constituted
sexual harassment," Yu said. "These topics
were only addressed in a superficial way, and
we weren't made aware of our rights."

Wei's case is one of several related to se-
xual harassment on university campuses
that have emerged in recent months. While
reports of sexual misconduct face heavy cen-
sorship in China, petitions and stories conti-
nue to surface online. In response, the Edu-
cation Ministry has said it will establish a me-
chanism for addressing sexual harassment.

Students at Peking University this week
rallied around a student who said she was
being threatened by university officials after
requesting that the school disclose more in-
formation about a decades-old alleged rape
case. AP
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Kim Jong Un walks south to
meet his rival: Gan they deal?

Foster Klug, Goyang

HERE will be plenty to

gawk today when Nor-

th Korean leader Kim

Jong Un walks south
across the world’s most heavily
armed border and stands face-
to-face with South Korean Pre-
sident Moon Jae-in. Two men
who seemed on the verge of war
months ago will take a pleasant
walk, plant a commemorative
tree, inspect an honor guard
and belly-up to a lavish ban-
quet.

What’s less clear is whether
the rivals can make any pro-
gress on the only thing the wor-
1d really cares about: North Ko-
rea’s growing arsenal of nuclear
weapons. The North likely still
has work to do before it perfects
the finer technological points on
its long-range nukes, but there’s
little question that it stands on
the threshold of becoming what
Kim says his nation already is: A
nuclear weapons power.

Friday’s summit will be the
clearest sign yet of whether it’s
possible to peacefully negotia-
te those weapons away from a
country that has spent decades
doggedly building its bombs
despite crippling sanctions and

NORTH KOREA

AP PHOTO
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South Koreans pose for the media as they hold a banner showing the pictures of

Moon Jae-in and Kim Jong Un

near-constant international
opprobrium.
Expectations are generally

low, given that past so-called
breakthroughs on North Ko-
rea’s weapons have collapsed
amid acrimonious charges of
cheating and bad faith. Skep-
tics of engagement have long
said that the North often turns
to interminable rounds of diplo-
macy meant to ease the pain of

sanctions, give it time to perfect
its weapons, and win aid for un-
fulfilled nuclear promises.
Advocates of engagement say
the only way to get a deal is to
do what the Koreas will try Fri-
day: Sit down and see what’s
possible. Moon, a liberal whose
election last year ended a deca-
de of conservative rule in Seoul,
will be looking to make some
headway on the North’s nuclear

bombs in advance of a planned
summit in several weeks be-
tween Kim and U.S. President
Donald Trump. Kim, the third
member of his family to rule
his nation with absolute power,
is eager, both in this meeting
and in the Trump talks, to talk
about the nearly 30,000 heavily
armed U.S. troops stationed in
South Korea and the lack of a
formal peace treaty ending the
Korea War — two factors, the
North says, that make nuclear
weapons necessary.

North Korea may also be
looking to use whatever ha-
ppens in the talks with Moon
to set up the Trump summit,
which it may see as a way to le-
gitimize its declared status as a
nuclear power.

One possible outcome today,
aside from a rise in general goo-
dwill between the countries,
could be a proposal for a North
Korean freeze of its weapons
ahead of later denuclearization.
Seoul and Washington will be
pushing for any freeze to be
accompanied by rigorous and
unfettered outside inspections
of the North’s nuclear facilities,
since past deals have crumb-
led because of North Korea’s
unwillingness to open up to

snooping foreigners.

South Korea, in announcing
Thursday some details of the
leaders’ meeting, acknowledged
that the most difficult sticking
point between the Koreas has
been North Korea’s level of de-
nuclearization =~ commitment.
Kim has reportedly said that he
wouldn’t need nuclear weapons
if his government’s security
could be guaranteed and exter-
nal threats were removed.

4 Whatever
the Koreas
announce
today, the
spectacle of
Kim being
feted on South
Korean soil will
be something
to behold

Whatever the Koreas an-
nounce today, the spectacle of
Kim being feted on South Ko-
rean soil will be something to
behold. Kim and Moon will be
enjoying each other’s company
in the jointly controlled village
of Panmunjom near the spot
where a defecting North Korean
soldier recently fled south in a
hail of bullets fired by his for-

mer comrades. AP

Geologists say nuclear test site likely collapsed

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

ESEARCH by Chinese
eologists suggests that
the mountain above North
Korea’s main nuclear test
site has likely collapsed,
rendering it unsafe for fur-
ther testing and requiring
that it be monitored for any
leaking radiation.

The findings by the scien-
tists at the University of
Science and Technology of
China may shed new light
on North Korean President
Kim Jong Un’s announce-
ment that his country was
ceasing its testing program
ahead of planned sum-
mit meetings with South
Korean President Moon
Jae-in and U.S. President
Donald Trump. The resul-
ts also support some of the
findings of an earlier study
by another group of Chi-
nese researchers that was
published last month by
the journal Geophysical Re-
search Letters.

Nuclear explosions release
enormous amounts of heat
and energy, and the North’s
largest test in September
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was believed early on to
have rendered the site in
northeastern North Korea
unstable. Chinese authori-
ties have said they’ve detec-
ted no radiation risk from
samples collected along the
border. Calls to those de-
partments were not imme-
diately answered yesterday.

The data in the latest Chi-
nese study was collected
following the most power-
ful of North Korea’s six nu-
clear device tests on Sept.
3, which is believed to have
triggered four earthquakes
over the following weeks.
The yield of the bomb was

Ned
Kim Jong Un (2nd from right) at an undisclosed location in N. Korea

estimated at more than 100
kilotons of TNT, at least 10
times stronger than any-
thing the North had tested
previously. (The bomb the
United States dropped on
Hiroshima in 1945 had a
yield of about 15 kilotons.)
The University of Science
and Technology of China
paper, authored by Tian
Dongdong, Yao Jiawen and
Wen Lianxing, said the first
of those earthquakes, whi-
ch occurred 8 Y2 minutes
after the explosion, was “an
onsite collapse toward the
nuclear test center,” while
those that followed were an

“earthquake swarm” in si-
milar locations.

“In view of the resear-
ch finding that the North
Korea nuclear test site at
Mantapsan has collapsed,
it is necessary to continue
to monitor any leakage of
radioactive materials that
may have been caused by
the collapse,” the authors
said in a summary dated
Monday and viewed Wed-
nesday on the university’s
website. The study is peer-
reviewed and has been ac-
cepted for publication by
the journal Geophysical Re-
search Letters.

The Chinese study makes
sense and is based on well
understood research, said
Rowena Lohman, a seismo-
logist at Cornell University
who wasn’t part of the work.
She said she believes there’s
an international effort that
monitors these tests for ra-
diation.

A study published last
month by the journal, au-
thored by a team led by Liu
Junging at the earthquake
bureau in Jilin province
along the border with North

Korea, found similar resul-
ts of the Sept. 3 explosion.
It described the aftershock
that followed seconds later
as most likely a “rapid des-
truction of an explosion-ge-
nerated cracked rock chim-
ney due to cavity collapse.”

North Korea’s nuclear tes-
ts are of special concern to
Beijing, since the test site
near the town of Kilju is less
than 100 kilometers from
the border with China.

North Korean nuclear tes-
tshave caused seismic even-
ts in Chinese border towns
and cities, forcing evacua-
tions of schools and offices,
sparking fears of wind-born
radiation and leading to a
backlash among some Chi-
nese against their country’s
unpredictable traditional
ally.

Ties between the sides
have been deteriorating for
years, although Kim made
a long-anticipated visit to
Beijing last month after
China’s implementation of
United Nations economic
sanctions reduced trade be-
tween them by as much as
90 percent.

The quakes that followed
the September test were
not man-made and didn’t
appear to cause any damage
in the area. The region isn’t
one where earthquakes na-
turally occur and no quakes
were detected after the five
smaller nuclear tests North
Korea has conducted since
2006.

Kune Yull Suh, a professor
of nuclear engineering at
Seoul National University,
warned last year that fur-
ther tests could threaten to
cause a volcanic eruption
at Mount Paektu, which is
about 100 kilometers away.

On Saturday, North Korea
announced it will close its
nuclear testing facility and
suspend nuclear and inter-
continental ballistic missile
tests — a move welcomed
by Trump as “big progress”
— and which comes ahead
of the planned summit be-
tween him and Kim. Howe-
ver, the North stopped
short of suggesting it will
give up its nuclear weapons
or scale back its production
of missiles and their related
components. AP
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More than 70 countries commit
to combat terror ﬁnancmg

Sylvie Corbet, Paris

ORE than 70 countries

committed yesterday
to bolster efforts in the fight
against terrorism financing as-
sociated with the Islamic State
group and al-Qaida. Partici-
pants at an international con-
ference in Paris agreed to “fully
criminalize” terror financing
through effective and propor-
tionate sanctions “even in the
absence of a link to a specific
terrorist act.”

The two-day event was conve-
ned by French President Emma-
nuel Macron to coordinate ef-
forts to reduce the terror threat
in the long-term. U.S. Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin, IMF
chief Christine Lagarde, Saudi
Foreign Minister Abdel Al-Ju-
beir and Qatari Foreign Minis-
ter Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani were all
present.

Macron, who has returned to
France from a state visit to the
United States, is expected to
close the conference later with
a call for the necessity for mul-
tilateral action. Daniel Lewis,
executive secretary of the inter-
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Participants attend the “No money for terror” conference

governmental Financial Action
Task Force, said he is hoping
that words will be put into ac-
tion. “When we have informa-
tion — for example the U.N. list
of individuals and entities fi-
nancing terrorism — we need to
make sure measures like asset
freezing are implemented fully
and quickly,” Lewis told The As-
sociated Press.

Participants called for bet-

ter information-sharing be-
tween intelligence services, law
enforcement, financial busines-
ses and the technology indus-
try. They also agreed to improve
the traceability of funds going
to non-governmental organiza-
tions and charity associations.
Participants included countries
that have accused each other of
funding terrorism, notably in
the Persian Gulf.

France has pushed for inter-
national coordination and more
transparency in financial tran-
sactions. But it has recognized
how sensitive the issue is, and
saw the conference as a first step
for coordinated action.

The French organizers noted
that IS military defeats on the
ground have not prevented the
group from pursuing its terro-
rist activities, along with al-Qai-
da — especially in unstable re-
gions of Afghanistan, Malaysia,
the Philippines, Yemen, Egypt
and sub-Saharan Africa.

Terror groups don’t only rely
on the cash economy — they’re
using increasingly hard-to-track
tools like prepaid cards, online
wallets and crowdfunding ope-
rations. The IS group has also
invested in businesses and real
estate to ensure its financing. Is-
lamic State revenues alone were
estimated at USD2.5 billion be-
tween 2014 and 2016, according
to the French president’s office.

Though most of the attacks in
Western countries do not cost
a lot of money, a French official
said terror groups “behave like
big organizations” in that it “cos-
ts a lot to recruit, train, equip

people and spread propaganda.”
The official was speaking anony-
mously under the presidency’s
customary practice.

The French counterterro-
rism prosecutor Francois Mo-
lins told Francelnfo radio that
IS uses micro-financing techni-
ques to collect a great number of
small amounts of money. Work
with the financial intelligence
unit helped identify 416 people
in France who have donated
money to the IS group over the
last two years, he said. Money,
he said, went to “320 collectors
mostly based in Turkey and
Lebanon from whom jihadis
in Iraq and Syria could receive
funds.”

Funding to extremist groups
in the Middle East once flowed
freely across the region’s infor-
mal money-transfer shops and
in donations made in mosques
when traveling clerics issued
special appeals during sermons.

In recent years, the U.S. and
other Western nations have
encouraged Middle Eastern na-
tions to close off such sources.
However, allegations over ex-
tremist funding in part sparked
a near-yearlong boycott of Qatar
by four Arab states. Qatar de-
nies funding extremists, though
it has faced Western criticism
about being lax in enforcing ru-
les, as has Saudi Arabia.

Participants agreed to hold a
similar conference next year in
Australia. AP
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Rwandans shocked by discovery
of genocide-era mass graves

Ignatius Ssuuna, Kigali

ASS graves that

authorities say

could contain

more than 2,000
bodies have been discovered
in Rwanda nearly a quarter-
century after the country’s ge-
nocide, and further graves are
being sought nearby.

The new discovery is being
called the most significant in a
long time in this East African
nation that is still recovering
from the 1994 killings of more
than 800,000 people. Some
Rwandans are shocked and
dismayed that residents of the
community outside the capital,
Kigali, where the mass graves
were found kept quiet about
them for so many years.

“Those who participated in
the killing of our relatives don’t
want to tell us where they bu-
ried them. How can you recon-
cile with such people?” asked a
tearful France Mukantagazwa.
She told The Associated Press
she lost her father and other
relatives in the genocide and
believes their bodies are in the
newly found graves.
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Family photographs of some of those who died hang in a display in the Kigali

Genocide Memorial Centre in Kigali

The discovery of the graves in
Gasabo district came just days
after Rwanda marked 24 years
since the mass killings of ethnic
Tutsi and moderate ethnic Hu-

us. “It is very disturbing that
every now and then mass gra-
ves are discovered of which the
now-free perpetrators never
bothered to reveal to berea-
ved families so that they can
get closure,” the daily newspa-
per The New Times said in an
editorial this week. “Definitely
some very cruel people still live
in our midst,” it added.

Between 2,000 and 3,000

people are thought to be buried
in the graves based on the num-
ber of area residents who went
missing during the genocide,
Rashid Rwigamba, an official
with the genocide survivors’ or-
ganization Ibuka, told AP.

The information leading to
the discovery came from a local
landlord who at first refused
to answer questions about the
suspected mass graves until
threatened with arrest, Rwi-
gamba said. The landlord was
later arrested, suspected of
taking part in the killings and
accused of knowing where peo-

ple had been buried all along,
he added.

Houses and toilets that had
been built on top of the graves
have been destroyed to make
way for the search. “The exer-
cise is ongoing and we have
identified another house we
suspect was built on a piece of
land where victims were bu-
ried,” Rwigamba said.

Bodies found so far include
those of babies, based on the
clothing that has been found,
he said.

At least 207 bodies have been
exhumed from one of the gra-
ves and 156 have been exhu-
med from another, said Theo-
gen Kabagambire, an Ibuka
official from Gasabo district.
It was not immediately clear
what would be done with the
bodies or the graves.

During the genocide, a roa-
dblock manned by Hutu mi-
litias was established meters
away from the sites of the mass
graves, survivors told the AP.
Authorities have launched in-
vestigations and those found to
have participated in the killin-
gs will be prosecuted, Kaba-
gambire said. AP

EGYPT

President offers
sympathy after
heavy rains

Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi
has expressed sympathy with people
affected by the rare heavy rains over
the past two days. The downpour had
caused flash floods on the streets,
leaving parts of the capital, Cairo,
and other parts of Egypt impassable.
Footage on social media showed
floods, leaky ceilings and parked

cars completely submerged in water.
Yesterday, el-Sissi sought to reassure
people that measures would be taken
to prevent this from recurring.

ARMENIA

Officials in talks
with Russia amid
opposition push

The Armenian government sent
emissaries to Russia for talks

on the political crisis that’s
convulsing their country as the
leader of anti-government protests
pressed demands to take power.
Nikol Pashinyan, who’s led the
demonstrations that forced the
abrupt resignation this week of
longtime ruler Serzh Sargsyan,

was rallying support among fellow
legislators ahead of a parliamentary
vote on a new prime minister set for
May 1. The ruling party controls a
majority of seats in the legislature.
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FRIDAY

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast

15:00 Miscellaneous
16:50 Miscellaneous
18:25 Miscellaneous

18:55 Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)

19:45 Non-daily Portuguese News (Repeated)

19:50 Portuguese Serie

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report

21:15 Portuguese Mini Serie

22:10 Brazilian Soap Opera

23:00 TDM News

23:30 European League Highlights

01:25 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
02:15 RTPi Live

SATURDAY

10:30 Comedy

11:35 Miscellaneous

12:30 Miscellaneous

13:00 TDM News (Repeated)

13:30  News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)

15:00 Miscellaneous

16:55 Miscellaneous

17:50  Miscellaneous

18:35 Miscellaneous

18:35 Miscellaneous

20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)
21:00 Grimm Sr. 3 - Premiere

22:20  Miscellaneous

23:00 TDM News

23:30 Miscellaneous

00:30  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
01:05 RTPiLive

SuUNDAY
10:25 Kids Serie
11:00 Sunday Mass (Live)
12:00 Miscellaneous
13:00 TDM News (Repeated)
13:30 News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast
15:00 Miscellaneous
16:55 Brainstorm
17:40 Got Talent Portugal
19:20  Portuguese Serie
20:30 Main News, Financial & Weather Report
21:00  Non-daily Portuguese News
22:00 Documentary
23:00 TDM News
23:30 Miscellaneous
00:15  Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
00:50 RTPiLive

Offheat

GERMAN COPS NAB PAIR WITH 130
POUNDS OF STOLEN CHOCOLATE

Two people are under investigation in Germany after being
caught in possession of some 60 kilograms (130 pounds) of
stolen chocolate.

Braunschweig police said yesterday a 35-year-old woman
was nabbed by an alert cashier at a supermarket on Tuesday
as she checked out only a few items but had 9 kilograms of
purloined chocolate concealed under her floor-length skirt.

Upon further investigation, police found another 50 kilograms
of chocolate bars, boxes of chocolates and other confectionery
stashed in five bags with her 39-year-old accomplice in a car
outside.

Police say “even for those with a high affinity for chocolate the
amount of candy found could not be considered for personal
use.” The two are under investigation for commercial shoplif-
ting.

Officers have confiscated the sweets.

Poinema vill

CINETEATRO
26, 27 & 29 Arr
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AVENGERS: INFINITY WAR
Rroom 1

2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm

ROOM 2

4:00pm

Director: Anthony Russo, Joe Russo

Starring: Robert Downey Jr, Chris Evans, Chris Hemsworth
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 149min

TOMORROW IS ANOTHER DAY
ROOM 2

2:30, 9:30pm

Director: Chan Tai-Lee

Starring: Teresa Mo, Ling Man Lung, Ray Lui, Bonnie Xian
Language: Cantonese (Chinese & English)

Duration: 91min

SECRET SUPERSTAR

ROOM 2

06:045pm

Director: Advait Chandan

Starring: Aamir Khan, Zaira Wasim
Language: Hindi (English & Chinese)
Duration: 150min

RAMPAGE

RoOM 3

2:15, 07:30, 9:30pm

Director: Brad Peyton

Starring: Dwayne Johnson, Naomie Harris, Malin Akerman
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 107min

1945 RusSIANS AND
AMERICANS LINK AT ELBE

Russian and American troops have joined hands at the Ri-
ver Elbe in Germany, bringing the end of the war a step closer.

Statements have been released simultaneously in London,
Moscow and Washington this evening reaffirming the deter-
mination of the three Allied powers to complete the destruc-
tion of the Third Reich.

According to a statement issued by Downing Street, the
commanders of a United States division and of a Russian
Guards division met at Torgau, south of Berlin on 26 April at
1600 hours local time.

In fact the first contact was made between patrols on 25
April when a first lieutenant and three men of an intelligence
and reconnaissance platoon of the US division met forward
elements of the Russian Guards division.

First Lieutenant Albert Kotzebue of the 3rd Battalion,
273rd Infantry, 69th Infantry Division took his men in a boat
across the Elbe to be greeted by Lt Col Alexander Gardiev,
Commander of the 175th Rifle Regiment of the 58th Guards
Division, 34th Corps.

They made arrangements for the formal handshake in front
of photographers at Torgau the following day.

By joining forces at Elbe, the American and Soviet troops
have successfully cut the Germany army in two. However,
The Times correspondent warns of the of the possibility of
“a protracted period of mountain warfare”.

The American and Russian military leaders have paid tribute
to their troops. In Moscow 324 guns fired a 24 salvo in honour
of “victory of the freedom-loving peoples over Germany”.

General Omar Bradley, commander of the US 12th Army
Group, praised the Soviet troops for their determination in
forcing the Germans to abandon Russia and push them back
to the Elbe River.

He went on to pay tribute to the American forces: “In 10
months you have advanced 1,120km (696 miles) from the
invasion beaches. All this has been attained thanks to your
courage, your spirit and initiative and thanks to your comra-
des who died in order to achieve this.”

The British Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, said: “We
meet in true and victorious comradeship and with inflexib-
le resolve to fulfil our purpose and our duty. Let all march
forward upon the foe.”

President Harry STruman welcomed the news: “This is not
the hour of final victory in Europe, but the hour draws near,
the hour for which all the American people, all the British peo-
ple and all the Soviet people have toiled and prayed so long.”

Marshal Joseph Stalin spoke of the war still ahead: “Our
task and our duty are to complete the destruction of the
enemy to force him to lay down his arms and surrender un-
conditionally.

“The Red Army will fulfil to the end this task and this duty to
our people and to all freedom-loving peoples.”

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Three days later (30 April) Adolf Hitler committed suicide with his
wife of only a few hours, Eva Braun, in the underground bunker
from where he had been directing operations.

On 4 May a representative of Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz, Hitler’s
successor as chief of state and commander-in-chief of the armed
forces surrendered the Netherlands, Denmark and north-western
Germany to Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery at Luneberg Heath,
south-east of Hamburg.

The six-year European phase of history’s most destructive war end-
ed on 7 May with Germany’s unconditional surrender to Eisenhower
at Reims.

Victory in Europe Day was celebrated on 8 May.

However, the Soviets refused to accept the Reims agreement and in-
sisted another peace deal was signed in Berlin on 8 May. As the Red
Army was still fighting for control of Prague at the time, the ceasefire
did not come into effect until 11 May.
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OUR STARS
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room, being who you are. surprised. You've earned it. d 3 g -E?
Gemini @R Cancer & ¢
h-’ 2 . =
May 21-Jun. 21 Jun. 22-Jul. 22 ol SRS My + =
You're probably  in the  All of us here on Planet Number {

mood for an uncomplicated,
lighthearted evening out with
interesting, fun-loving friends.
As notoriously sharp and clever
as you are.

Three are in the mood to make
contact with someone from a far-
off place - someone whose smile,
wit or simple presence we've
missed for far too long.

WEATHER

Leo Virgo
MIN MAX CONDITION
Jul. 23-Aug. 22 Aug. 23-Sept. 22 E
When you love someone, you put  Your sign is known for modesty, asy Easy+
up with a thousand things you'd prudence, and discretion, so once Biii |
never tolerate from anyone else.  you're gifted with a secret, keeping 3 4 7 eljing 11 25 Clear
So if you're in the company ‘of it .is something you take very 7 2 1 5 2 8 5 Harbin 0 20 cloudy/clear
the usual suspects, and a family seriously - and that goes double for | o
member. confiding one. 6 7 5 4 6 8 Tianjin 14 25 overcast/clear
. . [ Urumai 9 14 cloudy/drizzle
Libra Scorpio L .2 ¢ 1]7]4 N
3 B 9 2 7 Xi'an 13 30 cloudy
|
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conference of a thousand that will  the eyes of the authority figures ;
bring everyone together in a spirit ~ whose decisions can either make & 3 4 2 3 Chongging 18 29 cloudy
of camaraderie so strong not one of  or break our careers - but those I I Kunming 11 20 moderate rain
them will be able to remember the  chances don't come along all that 5 8 & 6§ 5 "
last time they felt it. often. Nanjing 13 27 cloudy
Shanghai 14 27 cloudy
} Sagittarius Capricorn Medi Hard Wuhan 13 o7 cloudy/clear
edaium Y
ngzh overcast/cloud
Nov. 22-Dec. 21 Dec. 22-Jan. 19 angzhou i 28 y
Monotony, habit or anything that  If anyone loves the ritual of making 7 14 L ] ¢ Taipei 22 28 cloudy
even remotely resembles routine something official by gathering 2 g 2 B 7 Guangzhou 29 26 moderate rain
will be absolutely intolerable toyou  around a long glass conference 1
now - so intolerable that you'll take  table on the 87th floor to set down 4 g 1 | | 3 Hong Kong 23 26 shower
chances and risks, regardless of  signatures on reams of paper with 1 3 2 3
how iffy the odds are. all parties concerned.
1 5 8 ]
MM Aquarius ) ( Pisces 7 8 5
6 5 T 5 2 T .
Jan. 20-Feb. 18 Feb.19-Mar. 20 T3 Moscow 6 18 drizzle
Many of us find electronic devices  Meeting someone new always 1.5 2 Frankfurt 8 17 drizzle/overcast
annoying. Well, not all of them -  brings along a medley of feelings: g ! ;
only the ones that ring, beep or  apprehension, excitement, and Paris 6 18 drizzle/overcast
vibrate at the exact wrong moment,  anticipation, for starters. Most of London 4 9 drizzle/moderate rain
specifically and intentionally to  those feelings are carryovers from
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interrupt whatever we're doing.

the past.
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Violet Court, Hellene Gardens

Taipa Macau Taipa Coloane
FOR SALE 840 sq ft / HKD 6.49M 2,000 sqft./ HKD11.5M 1,186 sq ft  HKD 9.48M 2.530sq ft / HKD 20M
HKD 7.726sq ft HKD 5.750sq ft HKD 7.993sqft HKD 7.905sq ft

www.JMLProperty.com Three Bedroom Apariment

Ref: 17075526

Beautifully Designed Apariment
Ref 18035546

Two Double Bedrooms

Fabulous Designer Kitchen
Ref: 18025544

Ref 18035547

Coloane, Hellene Garden Coloane, 4 Storey Commercial Building Car Park, Manhattan

SRR

FOR RE NT Macau Coloane Coloane Taipa
3 Bedrooms Apartment 3 Bedrooms Apariment Licensed Commercial Space Single Car Park
Available From - June 2018 Hillside View Located In a Wonderful Area Available For Rent

More info, please contact us

_ ;1L::-'cl.ae3r_t-,- r_:,'_::: m

HKD 12,800/1,663sq ft HKD 162,000/ 4,003 2q ft

Ref: 17040646

HKD 15500/ 1,173 sq ft HKD 1,800/ sq ft

Ref 18030671 Ref: 18030673 Ref: 17075528

3
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RUNn ANpo LIGHT UP THE NIGHT FOR R OO CRUSE
Join the charity run to the top of Eiffel Tower and family festivities to support

The Macao Special Olympics.
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vate | 28/4/2018 saturday Time | 14:30 - 22:00 Venue | The Parisian Macao

Free Admission | A family lestival with children's games, live entertainment,
weliness activities and food market,

ParisianMacao.com/light-the-night-run
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Bley Rascals &
Caesar Sdlcedo Live

e Ri‘r_'iﬁ.-_,_p_

ABA BAR
mgm.ma B Opening Hours: 12:00 - D4:00am
L = - rl
B fhercadhousemacan . +B53 2875 2045 Broadway Calaxy - Hapgy Houws: Dally Spm 8 pm
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Hamilton looks for luck to change
amid three-way title fight

James Ellingworth, Baku

EWIS Hamilton needs
his luck to change in
erbaijan.

Already nine points
behind Sebastian Vettel, the de-
fending champion has yet to win
arace this year.

Baku’s emphasis on straight-li-
ne speed could favor Hamilton
and Mercedes this weekend, but
the British driver has struggled
in both previous races held at
the track. In 2016, he crashed
in qualifying, while last year
the seemingly trivial issue of a
loose headrest forced him into
the pits, where he lost valuable
time. He finished fifth on both
occasions.

“Baku has not been a particu-
larly great hunting ground for
me,” said Hamilton, who has
gone six races without a win
since the U.S. Grand Prix in Oc-
tober.

“This year is going to be tou-
gh,” he added. “I'm hoping I've
got a car this weekend to really
battle it out with Sebastian.”

Mercedes dominated the last
four seasons but is in a three-
way fight with Ferrari and Red
Bull this year. Hamilton’s team
leads the constructors’ standin-
gs.
“The others have definitely ste-
pped up. I think we’'ve made a
step forward but they’ve made
a big leap,” Hamilton said, but
expressed hope Mercedes cou-
1d match that pace. “It’s always
easier to catch up than to be a
pioneer.”

Mercedes has been trying to
better understand how to get the
most pace out of the soft tires,
especially in qualifying.

Vettel said Mercedes remained
the favorite but the differences

AP PHOTO

are minuscule.

“We have three cars that are a
match,” Vettel said. “Whoever
gets all the small issues right will
be out in front.”

Vettel arrives in Azerbaijan as
the championship leader with
two wins, but needs to bounce
back from finishing eighth in
China after a collision with Max
Verstappen.

Baku’s contrasting features are
its long seafront straight and
twisty section around the city’s
Old Town. That makes it crucial
to find the right degree of down-
force to produce enough speed
but also grip in the slower cor-
ners.

The track is also very narrow

Hamilton rival Sebastian Vettel of Germany walks in the paddock at the Baku Formula One city circuit

in places, making it likelier the
race will be stopped if there is
crash debris. Last year, there
were two safety car periods be-
fore a red flag restart. Tempers
flared, with Hamilton and Vettel
making contact behind the safe-
ty car.

Daniel Ricciardo, who won in
Baku last year and is coming
off a victory in China two weeks
ago, said he wasn’t yet thinking
of the title and that his team
needed to show it could consis-
tently challenge Mercedes and
Ferrari. That’s also a factor in
Ricciardo’s musings about a
possible move to Mercedes or
Ferrari next year.

“It’s still early but I think we

proved if we’re there we can do
a lot with [the car],” Ricciardo
said. “Because we’re not winning
every weekend, when you have
a sniff of a victory that’s all the
motivation and the hunger that
Ineed.”

Besides the tendency of Vers-
tappen to collide with his rivals,
Red Bull is also struggling to
match Ferrari’s qualifying pace.
Neither Red Bull has qualified
higher than fourth in the three
races so far this season.

“I think Saturday we’ll proba-
bly not be there, but Sunday we
can turn it around,” Ricciardo
said.

At the other end of the grid,
misery continues for Williams.

m finishin

Nearly a year after Canadian
teenager Lance Stroll earned a
surprise third place in a chaotic
race in Baku, Williams is well off
the pace.

Stroll’s three 14th-place fi-
nishes are its best results so far
this year and he’s not expec-
ting much improvement this
weekend. Speed is crucial in
Baku — and Williams doesn’t
have the pace.

“Those long straights were our
strengths last year and unfortu-
nately a bit of a weakness this
year,” Stroll said. “With a really
competitive and really good
race, we are P14 or P13, and last
year we were comfortably in the
points many times.” AP

NFL

Jaguars owner makes offer to
buy UK’s Wembley Stadium

Rob Harris, London

ACKSONVILLE Ja-
guars owner Shahid
Khan has made an offer
to buy Wembley Stadium
from the English Football
Association, increasing
the prospect of an NFL
franchise in London.
Wembley has staged
regular-season NFL ga-
mes since 2007 and the
Jaguars started playing
at the stadium in 2013
— the year Khan bought

London soccer club Fu-
lham.

Khan offered about 600
million pounds (USD840
million) for the national
soccer stadium, which
would continue to host
England national team
games. The governing
body would retain the
rights to hospitality pa-
ckages for games, which
are valued at 300 million
pounds.

Wembley, which first
opened 1923, was rebuilt

at a cost of 800 million
pounds before reopening
in 2007. The Jaguars
have deal through 2020
to play games in London.

“The games the Jaguars
play at Wembley are es-
sential to the financial
stability of the Jaguars
in Jacksonville, which
is one of the smallest
markets in the NFL,”
Khan said. “If my owner-
ship interests were to in-
clude Wembley Stadium,
it would protect the Ja-

guars’ position in Lon-
don at a time when other
NFL teams are unders-
tandably becoming more
interested in this great
city. And the stronger
the Jaguars are in Lon-
don, the more stable and
promising the Jaguars’
future will be in Jackson-
ville.”

Khan said a takeover of
Wembley would “have no
impact on Craven Cotta-
ge,” which is his soccer
team’s current home in

the Fulham district of
west London by the River
Thames.

Selling off Wembley
would give the FA about
500 million pounds to
invest in grassroots soc-
cer, which could increase
the chances of the En-
gland team winning its
first World Cup title sin-
ce 1966.

“For the FA,” Khan said,
“it would mean Wembley
Stadium returning to pri-
vate ownership, permi-
tting the FA to direct its
full attention to its man-
date to develop talent
and serve the game with
the vast resources it wou-
1d realize from the sale.”

An FA delegation, in-
cluding England coach
Gareth Southgate, atten-

ded the Super Bowl in
Minneapolis in February.

“I've enjoyed a rewar-
ding relationship with
The Football Association
for years and my more
recent exchanges and
time spent with [chief
executive] Martin Glenn
have served to further
strengthen a connection
with the FA that made
it natural and ultimately
possible for both parties
to consider this transac-
tion,” Khan said.

“Should we be fortunate
to close on the purchase,
it's important to stress
that the spirit and essen-
ce of Wembley would be
unchanged. Wembley is
a special place, beloved
in London and known
throughout the world.” AP
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Bizcuits

Leanda Lee

THE SusTAaINABLE ORGANIC
ConSUMER

This year’s Macao International Environmental
Co-operation Forum and Exhibition has come and
gone. Water for speakers was poured from stainless-
steel jugs into glasses (a pity about the paper covers)
and nary a plastic carrier bag for brochures to be
seen. Such elements seem inconsequential, but
they are often overlooked, important symbols which
can build or destroy credibility of such an event.

So used are we to industrialised systems of deli-
very that we consume indifferent to how it is brought
to us and what is left behind. We expect instant
gratification for thirst, individual taste preferences
and convenience, with no preparation ourselves.
Expectations and even a sense of entitiement drive
our lifestyle patterns; we barely consider how our
own behaviours influence the whole. In our defen-
ce, we largely trust that the economy which delivers
convenience, sustenance and luxury is sustainable
and will clean up after us — Hato was a real shock,
wasn'tit? If it is not an efficient and renewable use of
human, capital, energy, environmental and natural
resources, we trust that it will organically evolve, or
some government, scientist or technician somewhe-
re will put everything right.

Sadly, the system does not work. It is not sustai-
nable, and it is not being put right fast enough. How
many of those MIECF speakers with the glasses of
water were handed coffee in throw-away cups, little
packages of dry-biscuits and a bottle of water in sin-
gle-use packaging in VIP class on the ferry across?
Our modes of consumption and usage are founded
on expectation, entitlement, convenience and eco-
nomic rationalism — note: slavery, too, is economi-
cally rational.

A word on the word sustainable. Its clarity is akin
to Macau’s use of “scientific’ and “diversification”
- conveniently amorphous enough to sound sig-
nificant without saying anything. Speakers at last
year’s MIECF highlighted the need for conscious
consumption as the lynchpin to building a sustaina-
ble community. Sustainability is about moving away
from low-cost inputs and high energy consumption
to a circular system whereby upon resources being
transformed they are reused elsewhere and never
wasted. My personal yardstick is if some part goes
into landfill or pollutes, the production and consump-
tion of the product or service is unsustainable.

The Venetian’s Organic Food Tasting event this
year is a step towards conscious consumption. |
was concerned, however, by their apologetic expla-
nation about organic food as being ‘alternative’ and
a ‘challenge’ due to unstable supply. The modern
cook expects to dictate what shall go on the table
rather than be dictated to by seasonality and locale.
We demand abundance of choice through unsus-
tainable practice and have lost touch with what is
in season.

In our urban consumption of organic foods, we are
downright selfish. There is this weird divide between
the urban food forest and food security movement
where the climate and proximity determine what we
may have, and packaged produce distributed by
the “organic” food industry: Organic food in plastic
is oxymoronic.

Sustainable organic consumption sits hand in
hand with sustainable organic production and dis-
tribution. There is little waste in organic production,
the resources (mainly poop and other rotting organic
matter) get ploughed back into the cycle of the land;
the produce is sold close to source to consumers
who seek nutritional content from seasonal produce,
not aesthetic perfection.

Consumers who demand the perfect organic pea-
ch in Macau in December are wasteful, there is no
alternative. Not being seasonal, it needs to be flown
miles adding to the carbon footprint. Without volu-
mes of pesticides and herbicides a percentage of
an organic harvest will be nibbled at and procreated
in (nature’s own organic certification).

If you are after organic food, it is not the plastic-
lined almost-paper bag of organic freekeh on the
supermarket shelf, but the bok choy down at your
local wet market (and please remember to take your
shopping bag).

THE

Several people have been injured in an ex-
plosion at a refinery in Wisconsin. Autho-
rities in Superior say the explosion at the
Husky Energy oil refinery happened yester-
day. Superior Fire Chief Steve Panger says
six people were taken to hospitals in Duluth,
Minnesota. He doesn’t know the extent of
their injuries. Others were walking wounded.
There are no known fatalities.

A contractor who was inside the building

told WDIO television that the explosion sou-
nded like “a sonic boom” that happened when
crews were working on shutting the plant
down for repairs.

Panger says the fire was out around one
hour after it started. Superior police are ad-
vising people to stay away from the area and
roads around the refinery have been blocked
off. There have been no neighborhood eva-
cuations.

PHILIPPINES

Workers head home
as Boracay closes

Joeal Calupitan, Boracay

E cooks, hotel workers
and other Filipinos who
served tourists at the country’s
most popular beach headed
home and started looking for
other work Thursday as police
guarded the empty beach on
the first day of a shutdown in-
tended to let Boracay’s waters
recover from overcrowding
and development.
Police on the empty, whi-
te-sand beach turned away

beachfront

A worker signals a backhoe operator during a pipeline project along the

\ﬁ'*

tourists trying to take a dip
in the turquoise waters, and
once-busy stores and restau-
rants stood closed. “It’s pain-
ful for us to lose our jobs and
it’s so sudden,” said canteen
cook Marlon Laguna, 47, ou-
tside the closed beachfront
restaurant. “Even though I
don’t have my own family, I
support my siblings. [...] We
cannot do anything but to ac-
ceptit.”

The island will be shut to
visitors for up to six months
while sewage containment
and other work is done to
clean up the waters Presi-
dent Rodrigo Duterte had
called a cesspool. The work
was already underway yes-
terday. Police and residents
were collecting seaweed in a
cleanup drive on the beach-
front, pipes were being laid,
and construction had begun
to widen the island’s main
road. Some roadside structu-

GAMING

res were being demolished to
make way.

Workers now out of jobs
said they will look for other
work to ride out the time
the island is shut to tourists.
About 17,000 are employed
in Boracay’s tourist estab-
lishments, and 10,000 to
12,000 others benefit from
the bustling tourism business.
Displaced workers flocked
to the Department of Social
welfare operation center to
get travel allowance for them
to go home to their provinces.

“I am thankful that the
government gave us travel
allowance, even if we do not
have a job anymore,” said
construction worker Jomar
Incierto, 27, who was among
those receiving the cash assis-
tance.

More than 2 million touris-
ts visited Boracay last year,
generating about 56 billion
pesos (1 billion US dollars)

in revenue. But the influx,
neglected infrastructure and
growth of resort establish-
ments and poor settlements
have threatened to turn Bora-
cayinto a “dead island” in less
than a decade, according to
a government study. Settlers
who've built illegal structures
in forests and wetlands have
added to the problems.

Less than half the establish-
ments are connected to the is-
land’s main sewage treatment
plant, with many of the rest
possibly maintaining crude
septic tanks and others dis-
charging their waste directly
into the sea, said Frederick
Alegre, assistant secretary at
the Department of Tourism.

Parts of the island could re-
open earlier than six months
if sewage treatment systems
could be built earlier and bea-
ch resorts comply with en-
vironmental regulations, he
said. AP

MGM sets August opening date for
Massachusetts casino

E fate of Wynn'’s glitzy Boston-area casino

may still be up in the air, but rival MGM says

itis on track to open Massachusetts’ first Las Ve-
gas-style casino resort sooner than expected.

MGM Resorts International President Bill
Hornbuckle said that the company is now tar-
geting Aug. 24 as the new opening date for the
USD960 million hotel and casino complex it
has been building in downtown Springfield.

The company previously envisioned the ca-
sino opening sometime in September, but re-
latively mild winters and steady progress on a
nearby highway project impacting the casino
have allowed construction to move slightly
faster than anticipated, he said.

Hornbuckle, like other company officials in
recent weeks, declined to address reports the
company has been quietly negotiating with
Wynn Resorts to take over its more than $2.5
billion project on the Everett waterfront, whi-
ch is slated to open sometime next year.

“We have a longstanding policy that we're

not going to speak on rumors,” he said. “Wha-
tever happens in Boston is up to the gaming
commission, and that story is yet to be told.”

The Massachusetts Gaming Commission
has been investigating allegations of sexual
misconduct by Wynn Resorts founder Steve
Wynn and what the company’s board might
have known about them. The results of the in-
vestigation might impact the company’s licen-
se to operate in Massachusetts.

But taking over Wynn’s development in the
more desirable Boston market would require
MGM to find a new owner for its casino in the
western part of the state. Massachusetts law
prevents casino operators from holding more
than one state gambling license.

Gambling analysts have suggested the In-
dian tribes that operate Connecticut’s Mohe-
gan Sun and Foxwoods resorts would be the
most obvious suitors if the Springfield proper-
ty became available, though a spokesman for
the tribes shot down the idea. MDT/AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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WORLD BRIEFS

IRAN-ISRAEL Israel’s
defense minister said

in an interview carried

by an Arabic news site
yesterday that his country
will strike back if attacked
by archenemy Iran.

SYRIA The International
Committee of the Red
Cross has been “flooded”
with about 13,000
requests in the last six
months from Syrians
looking for missing family
members.

B

TURKEY A Turkish court
has convicted journalists
and other senior staff
members from the
opposition Cumhuriyet
newspaper on terror
charges, in a case

that has exacerbated
concerns over press
freedom.

ITALY reported the first
glimpse of progress

on forming a possible
government after
inconclusive March 4
elections, with the latest
round of exploratory talks
between the populist
5-Star Movement and
the center-left Democrats
yielding a “positive
outcome.”

SPAIN-VENEZUELA
Spanish authorities
acknowledged that a
married couple with
links to Venezuela’s late
President Hugo Chavez
has been arrested in

a case of suspected
corruption in their home
country.

BRAZIL As many as 2,000
of Brazil’s indigenous
people marched yesterday
through the capital to
protest what they say

is an unprecedented
governmental assault on
their rights and lands.

MEXICO Prosecutors say
they are investigating the
identity of five men whose
bodies were stuffed into

a car in the resort city of
Cancun.



