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coutinho brothers’ 
sentence upheld 

ce kicks off visit to 
cambodia, thailand 

The Court of Final Appeal has 
confirmed the previous court 
ruling that sentenced lawmaker 
Pereira Coutinho’s two sons

The trip is aimed at reinforcing 
mutual cooperation and 
exchange in the areas of tourism 
and economic and trade matters P4

hawaii 
prepares 
for long 
eruption

Pakistan A gunman 
opened fire on the 
country’s interior 
minister after a 
public meeting in his 
constituency yesterday, 
wounding him in the 
shoulder, officials said.

PhiliPPines The 
military said Saturday it 
is checking intelligence 
reports that a Middle 
East-educated 
commander of the Abu 
Sayyaf extremist group 
has died after being 
wounded in an artillery 
strike in the south.

thailand Pro-
democracy activists 
protesting in the Thai 
capital say that they will 
march on the country’s 
seat of power later this 
month to demand that 
an election be held this 
year. The planned date 
— May 22 — will be the 
fourth anniversary of 
the bloodless coup that 
overthrew the elected 
government

Malaysia  Opposition 
icon Anwar Ibrahim can’t 
vote in what he believes 
will be a “defining 
election” for his country 
on Wednesday but even 
from his prison cell has 
remained a political force 
to be reckoned with. 
More on p13

Uae Human Rights 
Watch has asked Dubai’s 
ruling sheikh to reveal 
the whereabouts of his 
daughter after a French 
ex-spy and others say 
she fled the emirate, only 
to be arrested off the 
coast of India.
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CHInA DEMAnDS

Carriers should name     
SARs, Taiwan differently

100,000 Chinese move to Manila 
and trigger property surge
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Monitoring canine blood sugar on a 
regular basis is a critical part of caring for 

a diabetic dog in order to ensure the dog’s dia-
betes is under good control. Maintaining good 
blood sugar control helps keep the diabetic dog 
healthy and avoids potential complications 
such as vision loss and kidney failure.
 
recommended canine blood sugar le-
vels
Blood sugar levels are measured in milligrams 
per decilitre of blood or mg/dL. Maintaining 
a good balance allows your dog’s systems to 
function well and avoids the potential damage 
that elevated blood sugars or low blood sugars 
can cause. In caring for a diabetic dog, optimal 
blood sugar range is between 100 to 180 mg/
dL. These levels of blood sugar are within the 
normal range for dogs and help keep your dia-
betic dog healthy.

Hypoglycemia or low blood sugar
Hypoglycemia can be just as problematic as 

elevated blood sugars in a diabetic dog. 90 
mg/dL is considered to be the safe low end of 
canine blood sugar levels. As the blood sugar 
continues to fall, you risk your dog becoming 
disoriented and unable to function. Low blood 
sugars can also cause seizures and various sys-
tems, such as vision and bladder control, to fail. 
If the low blood sugar is not resolved by feeding 
quick sugars, your dog is at risk of death. Once 
a proper blood sugar level is achieved, your dog 
should return to normal function.

Hyperglycemia or high blood sugar
Hyperglycemia or high blood sugar levels are 
readings of 180 mg/dL or higher. If your dog 
is consistently above this level, there are va-
rious systems within his body that are at risk 
of failure if they continue to have to fight the 
high blood sugar levels. When your dog’s blood 
sugars are high, he will be lethargic, drink a lot 
of water and urinate frequently. The excessive 
thirst and high volume of urine are his body’s 
way of trying to rid itself of the extra sugars in 

his system. These high levels of sugar put ad-
ded stress on his kidneys as they try to flush the 
high sugar levels out of his system. High sugar 
levels also make his heart work harder and put 
a strain on his cardiovascular system. High su-
gar levels also draw in sugars to the eye, cau-
sing the lens of the eye to crystallise and form 
cataracts.

Frequency of blood sugar testing
Testing your diabetic dog’s blood sugar is an 
important part of maintaining good control of 
his diabetes. Depending on your dog, his acti-
vity level and his overall health, your veterina-
rian may recommend testing anywhere from 
once daily to once a week. A dog who is highly 
active, such as a hunting dog or a dog compe-
ting in agility may require once a day testing 
to ensure his blood sugars are remaining at a 
healthy level, where a dog who spends most of 
his days just relaxing around the house may 
only require testing once a week as his blood 
sugars will remain at a more consistent level.

Ask the Vet:
royal Veterinary Centre
tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

canine blood sugar guidelines for diabetic dogs

ASK THE VET

Maintaining proper blood sugar levels is a ba-
lance of proper medication, proper diet and 
appropriate exercise. Each of these elements 
are part of the equation in caring for a diabetic 
dog and helps him to lead a long healthy life.

Hope this info helps
Till next week

Dr Ruan Bester

Guangzhou’s new 
airport terminal seeks 
to become world-class

Tourist on holiday 
to Hong Kong 
denied entry on 
return from Macau

A Filipino national 
holding a tourist 

visa for Hong Kong was 
denied re-entry to Hong 
Kong after a short trip to 
Macau, the South China 
Morning Post reported 
yesterday.

In the report it is ex-
plained that the per-
son holding a tourist 
visa had been visiting 
a couple, both Hong 
Kong permanent resi-
dents, with whom she 
had family connections. 
The incident occur-
red when the wife and 
her cousin, the tourist 
in question, decided to 
leave from Hong Kong 
for a day-trip to Macau. 
Upon their return to 
Hong Kong, the officer- 
in-charge at the Tuen 
Mun Ferry Pier took the 
cousin holding the tou-
rist visa aside for ques-
tioning and concluded 
that she was not entitled 
to enter the region, even 
though she had a valid 
and confirmed return ti-
cket to her homeland the 
next day.

The tourist was then 
sent back to Macau, es-
corted by an immigra-
tion officer, and was only 
granted access to her 
passport after arriving in 
Macau.

In the report to SCMP, 
written in a form of a let-
ter, the reporter recorded 
the event and noted that 
his reason for writing the 
report was to “serve as a 
warning to tourists who 
have been permitted to 

stay in Hong Kong but 
want to go outside the 
SAR for a short trip.”

The Times learned that 
situations such as the 
one described in the re-
port by the Hong Kong 
media outlet have occur-
red frequently over the 
last few weeks regardless 
of the nationality of the 
tourists and the destina-
tion of the trip outside 
Hong Kong. 

According to a source 
accessed by the Times, 
in the last week of April, 
a similar situation oc-
curred with a European 
tourist who visited Sin-
gapore for a couple of 
days after visiting Hong 
Kong for a few days be-
fore returning home. 
Upon arrival back in 
Hong Kong after her trip 
to Singapore, the tourist 
was also denied entry af-
ter a long period of ques-
tioning. She returned to 
Singapore for three more 
days until catching a pre- 
booked flight back to Eu-
rope.

She told the Times that 
the immigration officers 
did not specify why she 
was barred from ente-
ring the region, but sta-
ted that they had hinted 
about having performed 
a “background check” 
on her which gave rise to 
suspicions that she mi-
ght be using her tourist 
visa to work or find a job, 
as she was a freelance ar-
tist. Nevertheless, such 
reasons were never deli-
vered to her officially. RM

Gu A n g z H o u ’ s 
new airport termi-

nal, which is designed to 
handle 100 million pas-
sengers annually from 
the Greater Bay Area by 
2025, began operations 
recently.

The RMB17 billion ter-
minal at Baiyun Interna-
tional Airport is expected 
to be capable of handling 
45 million passengers a 
year in its 880,000 squa-
re meter facility by 2020.

The new terminal han-
dled a reduced schedule 
of about 30 domestic and 
international flights on 

its first day of operation.
According to a Sou-

th China Morning Post 
report, Terminal 2 has 
397 check-in counters 
and more than 5,000 
car parking spaces. 
It will use facial re-
cognition technology 
to screen all passen-
gers before they board. 
China Civil Airports As-
sociation noted that pas-
senger numbers in the 
region are expected to 
reach 223 million a year 
by 2020, up from around 
175 million in 2017. This 
is higher than the airport 

traffic of many major ci-
ties including Los Ange-
les, New York and Tokyo.

Last year, growth in 
passenger numbers in 
the region was among 
the biggest six airports in 
the country.

The airport aims to han-
dle some 3.5 million ton-
nes of cargo and mail by 
2025, seeking to be-
come a world-class 
airport with over 220 
international routes. 
The first passenger to 
board the terminal’s first 
flight, Chris Wietse, said, 
“I’m always impressed 

with China’s new infras-
tructure projects. This 
terminal is brand new 
and clean. The services 
are good also.”

“Guangzhou Airport is 
more convenient and ef-
ficient for business trips 
in the mainland, compa-
red to Hong Kong Air-
port,” the businessman 
added.

A subway line con-
necting the city cen-
ter of the Guang-
dong capital with the 
new terminal at Baiyun 
International Airport will 
also begin operations. 



mon 07.05.2018

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 3
 

 ad

Over 100 
caught for 
illegal money 
exchange 
services
Police authorities caught 
over 100 individuals 
suspected of conducting 
illegal money exchange 
services and other 
illegal activities during a 
three-day raid in Cotai, 
state broadcaster TDM 
reported. The anti-
crime initiative was a 
joint effort by nearly 
50 Judiciary Police and 
Public Security Police 
Force officers. At least 33 
men from the mainland 
and four women were 
caught at the City of 
Dreams. Following a 
raid on Saturday, the 
suspects were brought 
to a police station, 
and are currently 
under investigation 
to determine whether 
they are linked to 
other crimes. A 
similar raid occurred 
on Friday morning, 
with authorities 
apprehending 39 
suspects who were 
allegedly engaged in 
illegal activities at 
casinos.

WHITE HouSE

Beijing’s political correctness 
dubbed ‘Orwellian nonsense’
THE White House 

has pushed back 
against China’s ef-
forts to control how 

U.S. airlines refer to Taiwan, 
Hong Kong and Macau 
in promotional materials, 
calling the push to make 
them comply with Chinese 
standards “Orwellian non-
sense.”

The response came in the 
form of strong words is-
sued by White House Press 
Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders, as she addressed 
reports that China’s Civil 
Aviation Administration 
had demanded that some 36 
foreign airlines toe the line 
as to how they regard Chine-
se territories. 

“This is Orwellian non-
sense and part of a growing 
trend by the Chinese Com-
munist Party to impose its 
political views on American 
citizens and private com-
panies,’’ Sanders said in a 
weekend statement.

“[Trump] ran against poli-
tical correctness in the Uni-

ted States [and as president 
he will] stand up for Ameri-
cans resisting efforts by the 
Chinese Communist Party 
to impose Chinese political 
correctness on American 
companies and citizens,” 
she added. “China’s efforts 
to export its censorship and 
political correctness to Ame-
ricans and the rest of the free 
world will be resisted.’’

The Chinese government 
considers the entities of 
Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan to be part of China 
and objects to references 
that indicate they are inde-
pendent.

In a response to the Whi-
te House yesterday, gover-

nment spokesman Geng 
Shuang wrote that Washin-
gton “cannot change the ob-
jective fact that there is only 
one China in the world and 
that Hong Kong, Macau and 
Taiwan are indivisible parts 
of Chinese territory.” Simul-
taneously, China’s foreign 
ministry appealed for the 
U.S. to “respect the national 
feelings of the Chinese peo-
ple.”

Macau and Hong Kong 
are sometimes identified as 
separate territories on the 
promotional materials of 
foreign companies for ease 
of distinguishing them from 
the mainland, where diffe-
rent laws and rules apply. 

Many companies use the 
official designation, Special 
Administrative Region of 
China.

Meanwhile, the self-ruled 
island of Taiwan has been fi-
ghting a losing battle against 
Beijing for decades, seeking 
greater international recog-
nition in spite of the main-
land’s isolation strategy. 
Relations between Beijing 
and Taipei have been frosty 
since incumbent Taiwanese 
President Tsai Ing-wen re-
fused to embrace the 1992 
Consensus stating there is 
but one China.

Yesterday, Taiwan’s Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs 
thanked the White House 
and urged the international 
community to resist similar 
demands in the future.

Last month, China’s Civil 
Aviation Authority sent a 
letter to three dozen foreign 
airlines instructing that pu-
blic information which su-
ggested that Taiwan, Hong 
Kong and Macau were diffe-
rent entities be removed.

According to several me-
dia reports, failure to com-
ply with the Authority’s de-
mands would result in the 
matter being referred to “the 
relevant cyber-security au-
thorities,” implying that the 
airlines’ websites would be 
blocked in China.

The letter recalls action 
taken by Beijing in Ja-
nuary, when it temporarily 
blocked Marriott’s websi-
te in China after the hotel 
company listed these same 
territories as “countries” ra-
ther than “territories” in an 
online survey sent to Chine-
se consumers.

Also last weekend, a high- 
level trade delegation led 
by U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin returned 
from negotiations in China, 
following what many are 
calling the beginning of a 
trade war between the wor-
ld’s two largest economies, 
and Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo spoke with a mem-
ber of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party leadership. DB
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Man steals 
jewelry worth 
MOP4 million
 
A mainland man has been 
arrested for stealing jewelry 
worth MOP4 million patacas 
from three different shops, 
as reported by the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) last Friday.  The 
police received reports from 
the three shops between 
November 2017 and March 
this year. The suspect, 
wearing fake jewelry, would 
enter each shop pretending 
to examine a myriad of 
products. The suspect would 
then steal goods whenever 
the shop’s clerk was not 
paying attention. One shop 
claimed to have lost a jade 
worth three million RMB. All 
jewelry stolen by the suspect 
was taken to mainland China. 

DSEJ will 
include 
national 
security in 
textbooks
 
Last Friday, Zheng Xiaosong, 
Director of the Liaison Office 
in Macau, expressed his 
deep feeling that the Macau 
SAR government should 
pay strong attention to the 
importance to patriotic 
education. “With … joint 
efforts coming from all 
places, and especially the 
efforts of young students, 
I believe that this kind [of] 
passion in loving the country 
will become deeper and 
deeper,” declared Zheng. 
The head of the Department 
of the Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau, Kong Ngai, 
also said last Friday that texts 
on national security will be 
included in the city’s school 
textbooks, according to a 
report by TDM. 

Maid arrested 
after physically 
assaulting 
child
 
A domestic helper from 
Myanmar has been arrested 
for physically assaulting 
a two-year-old girl. The 
28-year-old maid started 
taking care of the little girl 
in January of this year.  On 
April 27, after injuring her 
employer’s daughter, she told 
her employer that the girl had 
fallen and sustained injuries. 
A hospital checkup revealed 
injuries on the girl’s head, 
arms and legs.  The hospital 
immediately suspected that 
the injuries might have 
been caused by abuse.  After 
viewing CCTV surveillance 
footage, police found that 
the maid had used a spoon to 
beat the girl’s head. 

CHiEF Executive (CE) 
Chui Sai On visited the 

Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
(HKZM) Bridge last week to 
assess the progress of the pre-
parations for the opening of 
the bridge and related Macau 
boundary crossing area, the 
Government Information Bu-
reau said in a statement.

The CE led a delegation 
comprised of the govern-
ment’s main officials, the Pu-
blic Prosecutor-General, and 
several members of the Exe-
cutive Council and CE Office. 
Delegates were briefed on the 
works currently in progress 
at several levels, including 
infrastructure, transport and 
immigration.

The briefing focused espe-
cially on inbound and outbou-
nd immigration procedures 
as well as transport services 
between the Macau boundary 
crossing area and Hong Kong 
and Zhuhai, respectively.

The delegation also toured 
the main infrastructure and 
tested the procedures that will 
apply to residents and visitors 
once the bridge opens.

During the inspection, the 
group had also the opportu-

THE University of Macau is 
slated to hold a conference 

titled “Confluences in Portugue-
se: Linguistics, Literature and 
Translation,” on May 10 and 12, 
inviting more than 40 experts 
and scholars to share their re-
search findings and expertise 
in the area of Portuguese as a 
second language. Organized by 
the university’s Department of 
Portuguese, Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, the main focus of 
the conference will be the tea-
ching of Portuguese as a foreign 
language across various topics. 

The conference will include a 
series of sessions including topi-
cs such as teaching materials, 
learning and teaching strate-
gies; phonetics and phonology 
and perspectives and practices 
of Learning Portuguese as a se-
cond language. 

UM said in a statement that 
it is anticipating that scholars 
from places such as Portugal, 
Brazil, Mozambique, France, 
Italy, Japan, mainland China, 
and the Macau SAR will attend 
the event.

nity to discuss and exchange 
ideas on various topics, such 
as the boundary crossing flow 
model being used, the space 
reserved for future expansion 
of the facilities, and the ven-
tilation system employed at 
the boundary crossing area 
that covers 71.6 hectares, 
containing structures that fill 
a total floor area of 600,000 
square meters. 

The area includes the buil-
ding for customs clearance, 

two public car parks and mu-
nicipal facilities, along with 
infrastructure such as a road 
network, tunnels, flyovers, 
railway platforms and facili-
ties for public security servi-
ces.

Officially under the admi-
nistration of Macau SAR as of 
March 15, the area has been 
the subject of works to pre-
pare it for the official opening 
of the HKZM Bridge late next 
month. 

Chui visits HKZM Bridge 
to observe progress

EDuCATIon 

UM to hold 
conference on 
Portuguese 
language

CouRTS

Coutinho brothers’ 
sentence upheld by TUI

THE court of Final Appeal 
(TUI) has confirmed the 

previous court ruling that 
sentenced lawmaker José 
Pereira Coutinho’s two sons, 
aged 31 and 27, to imprison-
ment for eight years and six-
months for drug trafficking, 
the Office of the President of 
the TUI said in a statement 
yesterday.

In a case dating back to De-
cember 2016, both brothers 
were accused of shipping 
and receiving a package con-
taining one kilogram of can-
nabis, valued at MOP500 
million, from Canada to Ma-
cau by express courier. 

The TUI upheld the senten-
ce issued by the First Instan-
ce Court in mid-October last 
year, following an appeal to 
the Court of Second Instance 
in January this year. The TUI 
has refused the appeal by the 
defendants’ lawyer, Francis-
co Leitão, who argued that 
there were several procedural 
flaws regarding the evidence, 
which was a package initially 
received by authorities in 
Hong Kong, and that the pe-
nalty issued was “harsh” and 
“excessive”.

In the ruling, the court re-
jects all allegations, replying 
that according to the Macau 
Penal Code, drug trafficking 
attracts a sentence between 
three to fifteen years of im-
prisonment.  For that reason, 
TUI considered the sentence 

of eight years and six months 
to be adequate, especially as 
there were no mitigating cir-
cumstances that could con-
tribute to a reduced penalty, 
with the exception of one of 
the defendants being a first-
time offender.

The court justified the de-
cision as being correct ba-
sed on credible witness tes-
timony, documented proof, 
and apprehended objec-
ts that together constitu-
te incriminating evidence. 
The evidence also included 
phone conversations and 
messages exchanged be-
tween the two defendants. 
The TUI noted the clear in-
tention to commit the unlaw-
ful act and the seriousness of 
the crime, remarking that the 
“crime of drug trafficking is 
frequent in Macau and jeo-
pardizes both public health 
and social peace.”

In a discussion of the final 
sentence, the court also made 
reference to the fact that the 
defendants did not confess 
their guilt and instead remai-
ned silent during the trial. RM
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A government de-
legation will vi-

sit Cambodia and 
Thailand starting 
today. The dele-
gation will be led 
by Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On. The 
five-day visit is ai-
med at reinforcing 
mutual cooperation 
and exchange in the 
areas of tourism and 
economic and trade 
matters.

During the visit, 
the delegation will 
hold meetings in 
Phnom Penh and 
Bangkok with se-
nior officials from 
the two countries 
and attend activities 
hosted by the SAR. 

THE Office of the Secretary 
for Security issued a sta-

tement on Friday to the effect 
that the security authority has 
already drafted a legal bill con-
cerning the interception and 
protection of communications. 
The statement further noted 
that, back in 2013, the securi-
ty authority suggested that the 
SAR government amend the re-
levant law. 

“The responsible department 
and law experts pointed out 
that it would be more appro-
priate to draw up a separate law 
to legislate on the legal regime 
of the interception and protec-
tion of communications,” the 
statement reads. 

“The security authority has, 
in recent years, carried out in-

In Phnom Penh, the 
Chief Executive will 
meet with leaders 
of the Cambodian 
government, the na-
tional assembly, the 
country’s senate and 
the Chinese Ambas-
sador to Cambodia, 
the Government In-
formation Bureau 
said in a statement. 
Chui will also attend 
a presentation about 
Macau’s tourism and 
investment environ-
ment. Additionally, 
the CE will attend 
a youth round-tab-
le session regarding 
opportunities ari-
sing from the “Belt 
and Road” initiati-
ve, and will discuss 

depth studies and analysis in 
the area, combining law enfor-
cement needs with the develo-
pment of telecommunication 
technology, […] and drafted the 
proposal of the separate law en-
titled Legal Regime of Intercep-
tion and Protection of Commu-
nications,” the statement writes. 

Last week, the Law Re-
form Consultative Committee 
(CCRJ) had a meeting on the 
topic with representatives from 
the security authority. 

According to the statement, 
currently, the security authority 
is improving the text of the bill 
incorporating feedback from 
the CCRJ. 

A public consultation period 
will occur as soon as the related 
law draft work is completed. 

ways to support ex-
change and friend-
ship between you-
ng people from the 
two places, and the 
development of clo-
ser ties between the 
SAR and Cambodia. 
While in Bangkok, 
the CE will meet 
with government of-
ficials and the Chi-
nese Ambassador to 
Thailand. Chui will 
witness the signing 
of a memorandum 
of understanding 
regarding the esta-
blishment of friend-
ship city status be-
tween Phuket Pro-
vince and Macau. 
The delegation will 
also attend a pre-

sentation hosted by 
the SAR on econo-
mic and trade ties 
between the two pla-
ces as well as on the 
development of tou-
rism in Thailand and 
Macau. Meanwhile, 
during the Bangkok 
leg of the trip, the 
delegation will at-
tend the “2018 Tra-
ditional Medicine 
International Deve-
lopment Forum”, a 
platform promoted 
by the SAR to explo-
re the internationali-
zation of traditional 
Chinese medicine. 

The trip to Cam-
bodia and Thailand 
marks the first time 
that representatives 
of the “Gathering of 
Thousand Talents” 
have been invited to 
join the CE on an of-
ficial overseas visit.  

CE kicks off visit to Cambodia 
and Thailand today

Communication 
interception law under 
draft procedures

Gov’t explanation 
wanted for taxi 
license regulations 
Julie Zhu

THE Third Standing Com-
mittee of the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) had an in-
ternal meeting last Friday 

to discuss the region’s latest arti-
cles on taxi regulations. During the 
meeting, doubts concerning penal-
ties, licenses, and the installation of 
equipment inside taxis were raised. 

The chairman of the committee, 
Wong Hin Fai, reported to the me-
dia some of the opinions expressed 
by lawmakers who attended the 
meeting. 

The lawmakers want the govern-
ment to provide a clear explanation 
of how permits and licenses will 
function in future meetings with 
the committee.

“[This content] cannot be found 
in the current legal bill. Some arti-
cles give us the idea that one permit 
can be attached to one license only, 
but others say that one permit can 
be attached to several licenses,” 
complained Wong, adding that the 
regulation is not clear about the 
cancelation of both permits and 
licenses. 

The law suggests that if a contrac-
tor does not return licenses to the 
government once they expire, then 
the contractor will be fined a fixed 
penalty of MOP30,000. 

“Why hasn’t the law estab-
lished upper and lower limits 
concerning different levels of 
violations?” asked Wong, ad-
ding that there are no punitive 
measures for repeat offences. 

Moreover, Wong reported that 
the committee pointed out that no 
additional punishments had been 
included in the latest taxi regula-
tion regime, other than the main 
punishments of fines or jail senten-
ces. 

In Wong’s understanding, addi-
tional penalties could consist, for 
instance, of banning taxi drivers 
from operating a taxi for a certain 
period of time. 

Another argument discussed by 
the committee was related to fake 
documents. 

“If license owners submit fake 
documents, the licenses will be 
canceled. When fake documents 
are involved, the government will 
only initiate license cancelation 
procedures after the court has 
made a verdict [which normally 
takes two to three years],” Wong 
noted. 

Some members of the committee 
suggested installing video recor-
ding equipment in taxis. 

In Wong’s words, the committee 
wondered “why has the govern-

ment not yet arranged video recor-
ding equipment, and, when it will, 
is the equipment [including voice 
recording devices] going to belong 
to car owners, to license owners, or 
to the SAR government?”

The new bill writes that if a driver 
does not follow the service instruc-
tions, the driver may be punished. 
However, no content concerning 
said punishment has been listed 
into the bill, according to Wong. 

The Third Standing Committee 
will forward all of its doubts to 
the government. Government re-
presentatives will then be invited 
to a meeting after the committee 
finishes another internal meeting, 
which will take place this week. 

The city’s new bill of taxi regula-
tions rules that a taxi driver’s dri-
ving license will be revoked if the 
driver incurs four serious infrac-
tions within a five-year period.

The bill also proposes that only 
companies be able to request con-
cessions for taxi operations, and 
that both the cars and the taxi dri-
vers should have licenses. 

THE Guangdong-Macau 
Cooperation and Develop-

ment Fund was officially signed 
into operation in Guangzhou 
on Friday, in a bid to invest in 
key projects including those 
related to the Greater Bay Area 
effort and the two regions, as 
well as infrastructure for free 
trade zones in Guangdong.

Jointly witnessed by the Se-
cretary for Economy and Fi-
nance, Leong Vai Tac, and 
Vice Governor of Guangdong 
Province, Chen Liangxian, the 
signing and launching of the 
agreement signified the formal 
operation of the Guangdong- 
Macau Fund in the near term, 
which would create new modes 
of collaboration between the 
two regions.

According to a statement is-
sued by the Office of the Secre-
tary for Economy and Finan-
ce, Leong gave a speech at the 
signing ceremony indicating 
that the establishment of the 
Guangdong-Macau Fund was 
the first instance of innovative 
financial cooperation between 
the two regions under the 

Guangdong-Macau Coopera-
tion Framework Agreement.  
Leong said he expected that the 
two regions would strengthen 
mutual communication and 
cooperation, implement the 
terms of the fund, improve the 
fund’s management, enhance 
investment returns and assess 
experiences in a timely man-
ner.

The fund is a capital-protec-
ted, interest-guaranteed in-
vestment with a mechanism 
which allows participants to 
withdraw, and adheres to the 
“safe, effective, standard, credi-
ble” principles. 

According to the cooperation 
agreement, the fund’s lifespan 
will be 12 years. 

The SAR will invest a total 
amount of RMB20 billion from 
its Fiscal Reserve through va-
rious injections of funds. 

In the terms of the fund, in 
addition to the guaranteed re-
turn of 3.5 percent on the ac-
tual investment, the SAR will 
be entitled to extra returns 
when the fund’s returns exceed 
a certain amount.

The signing ceremony took place in Guangzhou

Macau signs 
RMB50b funding 
partnership with 
Guangdong
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A woman tends to a child near a promotional gimmick in the form of a bomb and the U.S. flag outside a U.S. apparel shop in Beijing

TRADE WAR 

China could target US firms, 
debt if Trump plays hardball
Joe McDonald, Beijing

In a looming tra-
de war between the 
world’s two largest 
economies, Ameri-

can companies in China 
may have a bull’s-eye on 
their backs.

The Trump adminis-
tration is pushing China 
to cut its trade surplus 
with the United States 
by USD200 billion by the 
end of 2020 and give up 
policies that favor do-
mestic companies — the 
core of Beijing’s state-led 
economic model.

As the two sides exchan-
ge threats of tariff hikes, 
their lopsided trade ba-
lance means China will 
run out of imports for re-
taliation before President 
Donald Trump does.

But Beijing has other 
ways to inflict pain. Chief 
among those is harassing 
American companies that 
make autos, operate res-
taurant chains, sell com-
puter software and do 

other business in China’s 
heavily regulated eco-
nomy.

Other possible options 
include selling U.S. go-

vernment debt or disrup-
ting diplomatic efforts 
over North Korea, but 
those would damage Bei-
jing’s own interests.

Trump has threatened 
higher tariffs on USD150 
billion of Chinese goods 
in response to complain-
ts Beijing violates its free-
trade commitments by 
stealing or pressuring fo-
reign companies to hand 
over technology.

Beijing reacted to his 
first round with a $50 
billion list including Ame-
rican aircraft, soybeans 
and pork for possible re-
taliation. If it raises that 
to match Trump’s to-
tal, that would be nearly 
equal to China’s 2017 im-
ports of U.S. goods.

The Commerce Ministry 
has warned that no op-
tion is off the table.

tArgEt AMEriCAn 
CoMPAniEs

Chinese regulators have 
wide discretion and an 
arsenal of tools to disrupt 
U.S. businesses from 
withholding licenses to 
launching tax, anti-mo-
nopoly or other investi-
gations.

The U.S. chipmaker 
Qualcomm Inc. might 
serve as an early exam-
ple. China is the final 
major government wi-
thholding approval of 
Qualcomm’s proposal 
for its $44 billion acqui-
sition of rival NXP Semi-
conductors.

In April, the Commer-
ce Ministry said Qual-
comm’s proposal “has 
difficulty” resolving con-
cerns of Chinese anti-
monopoly regulators. 
Qualcomm and NXP said 

April 19 that at the Chine-
se ministry’s request, the 
companies withdrew and 
refiled an application for 
Beijing to clear the acqui-
sition.

China’s entirely state-
controlled media have 
encouraged consumer 
boycotts against Japa-
nese, South Korean and 
other products during 
previous disputes with 
those governments.

“China can harm the 
interests of the United 
States by limiting the 
operations of multina-
tional corporations,” said 
Jin Canrong, a foreign 
relations specialist at 
Beijing’s Renmin Uni-
versity, in comments to 
the website wallstreetcn.
com.

Jin pointed to the 
example of South Korean 
retailer Lotte, whose bu-
siness was destroyed by 
Beijing last year after 
it sold land to the Seoul 
government for an anti-
missile system opposed 
by Chinese leaders.

Beijing retaliated by 
closing most of Lotte’s 99 
supermarkets and other 
outlets in China. Seoul 
and Beijing later men-
ded relations, but South 
Korean news reports said 
Lotte has given up on 
China and is trying to sell 
its stores.

“Already we are hearing 
that approvals for some 
types of licenses for U.S. 
firms operating are being 
put on hold,” the Eurasia 
Group said in a report.

FinAnCiAL 
LEVErAgE

Chinese commentators 
say Beijing has financial 
weapons, though using 
them would cost China’s 
own economy and inter-
national standing.

Nationalists point to 
China’s $1.2 trillion hol-
dings of U.S. government 
debt as leverage. But Bei-
jing would suffer losses if 
it sold enough of that to 
influence U.S. debt finan-
cing costs. And there are 
few other places to store 
such vast foreign currency 
reserves.

Beijing also could obs-
truct U.S. investment in 
China, wrote commen-
tator Ren Zeping on mo-
ney.163.com. But that also 
would impose a cost by 
worsening an investment 
slump Chinese leaders are 
trying to reverse.

Regulators could de-
press the state-controlled 
exchange rate for China’s 
yuan against the dollar. 
That could help Chinese 
exporters and make U.S. 
imports more expensi-
ve. But it would carry a 
political cost by hurting 
other trading partners and 
making Beijing look re-
ckless, possibly destabili-
zing financial markets.

DiPLoMAtiC 
PrEssurE

Beijing can appeal for su-
pport to U.S. allies that are 
miffed by Trump’s “Ame-
rica first” approach and 
the U.S. withdrawal from 
the Paris climate pact and 
the proposed Trans-Paci-
fic Partnership, a regional 
trade agreement.

Trump’s unilateral ac-
tions have allowed China, 
the most-closed major 
economy, to position itself 
as a defender of free trade. 
That could help Beijing 
win over governments that 
have criticized Trump for 
acting outside the World 
Trade Organization.

China is a “central pi-
llar” of the global trading 
system, “and we want to 
fully cooperate with Chi-
na,” U.N. Secretary-Gene-
ral Antonio Guterres said 
during a visit to Beijing 
last month.

Beijing also has potential 
support from American 
companies and business 
groups that have criticized 
Trump and favor globali-
zation.

More broadly, Chine-
se commentators have 
suggested Beijing also 
could disrupt diplomatic 
work over North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile pro-
grams or other initiatives. 
But analysts say that wou-
ld risk setting back work 
Chinese leaders see as a 
priority. AP
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Becky Harris (right) and Terry Johnson, both of the Nevada Gaming 
Control Board, listen during a meeting

Casino workers want 
sex harassment policy 
to include guests
Regina Garcia Cano, 
Las Vegas 

CAsino industry re-
presentatives and 

workers told Nevada 
gambling regulators last 
week that their initial po-
licy draft proposal to ad-
dress sexual harassment 
in the workplace needs 
more work.

The Nevada Gaming 
Control Board heard 
input on its proposal that 
spells out several requi-
rements for license hol-
ders, including a system 
for employees to report 
instances of sexual ha-
rassment and regular 
prevention training to 
all workers. It comes in 
the wake of the sexual 
misconduct scandal sur-
rounding former casino 
owner Steve Wynn, who 
has denied the allegations 
against him.

“It was nice to hear 
some contextualized 
feedback and to unders-
tand how the regulations 
as currently drafted are 
being interpreted so that 
we can be specific with 
our language to make 
sure that we are accom-
plishing what we are 
trying to accomplish,” 
board chairwoman Becky 
Harris said after the mee-
ting.

The regulatory changes 
as written would apply to 
all licensees. The largest 
casino operators have 
previously told The As-
sociated Press they meet 
many of the proposed cri-
teria, which employment 
attorneys say are stan-
dard for most mid- and 
large-size corporations.

Members of the union 
representing thousands 
of casino workers told 
the board the final regu-
lations should address 
sexual harassment by 
guests and high rollers. 
Workers affiliated with 
the Culinary Union sha-
red with the three mem-
bers of the board stories 
of how guests have haras-
sed them at different pro-
perties and over several 
years.

“About 27 years ago, a 
high roller gambler wan-
ted me to give him a kiss 
for luck,” said Deborah 
Jeffries, a cocktail ser-
ver at a casino in the Las 
Vegas Strip. “He grabbed 
me with both hands arou-
nd my neck, I tried to pull 
back, and to make a long 

story short, he caused 
permanent nerve dama-
ge.” She added she filed a 
report with the company, 
but the gambler was still 
allowed in the casino until 
she filed a complaint with 
federal officials about the 
situation.

The board can impose 
anti-sexual misconduct 
policies because state re-
gulations provide that ca-
sinos operate in a suitable 
way to protect “the public 
health, safety, morals, 
good order and general 
welfare” of Nevada resi-
dents. It can also pursue 
disciplinary action if li-
censee’s activities are dis-
crediting of the state and 
its gambling industry.

The board’s decision 
to draft regulations that 
address sexual harass-
ment in the workplace 
came after the Wall Street 
Journal reported in Ja-
nuary that several women 
said Wynn harassed or 
assaulted them and that 
one case led to a USD7.5 
million settlement. He re-
signed Feb. 6 as chairman 
and CEO of Wynn Resor-
ts. Regulators in Neva-
da are now investigating 

the allegations leveled 
against Wynn. He has fi-
led a defamation lawsuit 
against The Associated 
Press for its reporting 
on a separate allegation 
made to police.

Casino operators MGM 
Resorts International, 
Caesars Entertainment 
and Wynn Resorts have 
told the AP they offer em-
ployees multiple avenues 
to report sexual harass-
ment — also a proposed 
requirement.

Labor attorney Jen Sa-
rafina told the board the 
regulations should not 
be adopted because they 
“appear to be a knee-jerk 
response to media cove-
rage of allegations” that 
have not been proven in 
court and would also add 
a “duplicative” layer of re-
porting. She said the Ne-
vada Equal Rights Com-
mission and the Equal 
Employment Opportuni-
ty Commission already 
have regulations addres-
sing these issues.

Meanwhile, Robert Os-
trovsky, a lobbyist for the 
Nevada Resort Associa-
tion, said the proposed 
annual survey that asks 
workers to report “whe-
ther they are currently 
being harassed or know 
of any harassment taking 
place” should instead ask 
whether employees are 
familiar with the process 
available to make a report 
and if so, if it is effective.

“These issues are in the 
forefront, but they are 
not new,” Ostrovsky, who 
was previously a human 
resources executive, said. 
“Yeah, we are in an in-
dustry where guests may 
drink too much, whe-
re guests may party too 
much. You know, we have 
an obligation to make 
sure our employees are 
protected.” AP

 
We are in 
an industry 
where 
guests may 
drink too 
much, where 
guests may 
party too 
much.

RobeRt ostRovsky
Nevada ResoRt 

associatioN lobbyist



07.05.2018 mon

CHINA 中國 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo10
 

th Anniversary

 ad

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

As Trump targets China’s high-tech 
rise, Xi strives even harder
DonALD Trump’s 

attempt to stem Chi-
na’s technological advan-
ce could already be back-
firing. His counterpart, 
President Xi Jinping, 
has responded to tech-
focused pressure from 
Washington, including a 
ban on a leading Chinese 
telecoms company buying 
American parts, by 
vowing to pour even more 
resources into research 
and achieve home-grown 
breakthroughs. He urged 
China recently to “cast 
aside illusions” it could 
rely on others for help.

As Trump’s team conti-
nue talks in Beijing Friday 
armed with complaints 
about China’s industrial 
strategy and trade sur-
plus, the hosts said their 
technological advance-
ment goal isn’t on the tab-
le. The mix of Trump’s ta-
riff threats and the reali-
zation that the U.S. wants 
to stunt its Made in China 
2025 development plan - 
aimed at dominating in-
dustries from transport 
to robotics - complicates 
prospects for detente.

“The more pressure the 
U.S. puts on China, the 
more urgently the coun-
try has to develop its 
own high-tech products 
to reduce reliance on the 
U.S.,” said Xu Jianwei, 
a senior economist for 

greater China at Natixis 
SA in Hong Kong. “The 
dilemma thus turns into 
a vicious circle. As long 
as the two countries’ ob-
jectives are unchanged, 
it’s really difficult to find a 
solution.” Beyond China’s out-

size trade surplus and 
Trump’s call for a “level 
playing field” on trade, 
the race for technological 
supremacy is emerging as 
the most intractable long-
term issue, now that the 
U.S. has branded China 
as a strategic rival and at 
the same time as they vie 
for military supremacy in 
the South China Sea.

At the core of the rival-
ry is the 2025 blueprint 
aimed at making China 
a global superpower in 
10 strategic industries. 
“These are things that 
if China dominates the 
world, it’s bad for Ame-
rica,” U.S. Trade Repre-
sentative Robert Lighthi-
zer recently told a Senate 
committee.

“It involves a long list 
of discriminatory poli-
cies that help domestic 
firms at the expense of 
their foreign counterpar-
ts,” says Scott Kennedy, 
a U.S.-China expert at 
the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies 
in Washington. “Made 
in China 2025 is threa-
tening not only because 
it will lead to a shift in 
market share from global 
to Chinese firms, but be-
cause the extent of sub-
sidies and government 
support will make it di-
fficult for anyone else to 
compete.”

The plan, announced in 
2015, highlights 10 sec-
tors for support on the 
way to China becoming 
an advanced manufactu-
ring power. The strategy 
envisions warp-speed ex-
pansion and domination 
of a “fourth industrial re-
volution,” a catch-all term 
for rapid technological 
advances.

Among the 10 indus-
tries, China is best posi-
tioned competitively in 
communication equip-
ment, advanced railway 
equipment, aerospace, 
new energy vehicles and 
shipbuilding, Citigroup 
Inc. said in December.

It also could make rapid 
inroads in robotics, biote-
chnology, new materials, 
agricultural machinery 
and new generation in-
formation technology and 
software if significant sta-
te resources are allocated 
to them, Citigroup said. 
Still, there’s no guaran-
tee throwing state money 
at the plan will succeed. 
China has tried to build a 
domestic semiconductor 
industry for decades and 
is still coming up short.

China views its shift into 
higher-tech manufactu-
ring as a crucial part of its 
development. Labor costs 
are surging as a rapidly 
aging population causes 
the workforce to shrink, 
undermining competiti-

veness in the industries 
that underpinned its rise. 
To continue to thrive, it 
must shift into industries 
now dominated by deve-
loped economies.

China sees its artifi-
cial intelligence industry 
being in line with those of 
the most advanced coun-
tries by 2020, and will be 
the world’s primary AI in-
novation center by 2030, 
the State Council said in 
July. Although in most 
sectors AI is still catching 
up, Chinese researchers 
have become a global for-
ce in AI that cannot be 
ignored, according to a 
report last year by Linke-
dIn Co.

“The two countries seem 
to be on a collision cour-
se because both sides see 
technology as being key 
to national security,” said 
Andrew Polk, co-founder 
of research firm Trivium 
China in Beijing. “Both 
the U.S. and China are 
fighting to dominate the 
industries of the future 
and they may be able to 
agree on the rules of the 
game but it’s a competi-
tion and no side wants to 
voluntarily lose.”

There may be more 
room to negotiate in 
other areas. Xi promised 
greater opening up last 
month and officials then 
announced steps to fur-
ther open the financial 
sector and cut tariffs on 
autos, both areas where 
the U.S. has complained 
of a lack of progress.

Still, China is prepared 
for a long confrontation. 
Its unique political sys-
tem and centralized lea-
dership mean that it will 
have more endurance 
should a trade war break 
out, a senior government 
official said Wednesday, 
adding that won’t com-
promise on core interests.

That leaves Trump to 
decide how much pain 
he can take, and inflict, 
as he pushes China to 
follow global capitalism’s 
rules, says Michael Every, 
head of financial marke-
ts research at Rabobank 
Group in Hong Kong.

“I’ve long argued ‘a lot’ 
because it’s existential at 
this point: a few billion 
here and there means no-
thing anymore to a U.S. 
fearing a loss of hege-
mony and a China aiming 
for it,” he said. “If there 
has to be such a clash, it’s 
better for the U.S. if it ha-
ppens now.” Bloomberg

 China views its shift into 
higher-tech manufacturing 
as a crucial part of its 
development
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CHinA on Friday denied 
allegations that its for-

ces targeted U.S. military 
aircraft with high-powered 
lasers near China’s military 
base in Djibouti, resulting 
in minor injuries to two pi-
lots.

Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying said China had 
informed the U.S. that “af-
ter strict verification, we 
have told the U.S. side that 
what they alleged is absolu-
tely untrue.”

The Defense Ministry is-
sued a similar denial, saying 
it had refuted the accusa-
tions from the American 
side through formal chan-
nels.

“China always strictly abi-
des by international law 
and the law of the country 
of residency and is commi-
tted to maintaining regional 
security and stability,” said 
the statement posted to the 
ministry’s microblog.

The U.S. issued a formal 
complaint to the Chinese 
government over the use of 
lasers that targeted aircraft 
on several occasions in the 
last few weeks. The Penta-
gon said the incidents re-
present a serious threat to 
U.S. airmen, and that the 
U.S. asked China to inves-
tigate.

The U.S. also put out a no-
tice to airmen, saying they 
should exercise caution 
when flying near certain 
areas in Djibouti.

The pilots suffered minor 
eye injuries. There were no 
aircraft crashes or other 
more serious problems.

Lasers present a serious 
problem because when ai-
med at aircraft they can 
injure pilots or temporarily 
blind them — which can 
present safety risks particu-
larly as they are taking off 
and landing.

China opened its first ever 
foreign military base in Dji-
bouti last year, joining the 
U.S. and a number of other 
country’s with military ins-
tallations in the Horn of 
Africa nation.

While China stated origi-
nally that the base was in-
tended as a logistics hub for 
U.N. peacekeeping missions 
and anti-piracy patrols, it is 
seen as part of a Chinese 
military expansion into the 
Indian Ocean that has alar-
med regional rival India. AP

The director general of Conservation of Natural Resources and Ecosystem at Indonesian Forestry 
Ministry Wiratno (center) inspects a screen displaying the map of Batang Toru Ecosystem

President praises Marxism 
as a tool to ‘win the future’

Scientists say Chinese-backed 
dam risks orangutan habitat
SCiEntists are 

calling for cancellation 
of a Chinese-backed hy-
droelectric dam in Indo-
nesia that threatens the 
habitat of a newly disco-
vered orangutan species 
numbering only 800 ani-
mals.

In the journal Current 
Biology, the experts say 
the 510-megawatt dam 
in Sumatra will flood or 
otherwise alter part of the 
habitat and likely make it 
impossible to take a cru-
cial step toward ensuring 
the species survives — re-
connecting fragmented 
forests the primates are 
spread across.

China’s state-owned Si-
nohydro is building the 
dam, which is reporte-
dly financed by Chinese 
loans. Critics of the pro-
ject say it’s part of China’s 
“Belt and Road” plans to 
carpet Asia with Chinese-
financed infrastructure 
and extend its economic 

and political influence.
Scientists announced 

the discovery of the third 
orangutan species, Pongo 
tapanuliensis, in Novem-
ber. The population, with 
frizzier hair and distincti-
vely long calls for the ma-
les, was previously belie-
ved to be Sumatran oran-
gutans. Without special 

protection, it’s in danger 
of rapid extinction, scien-
tists say.

“It’s appalling to think 
that within our lifetimes, a 
new great ape species cou-
ld be both discovered and 
driven to extinction,” said 
Serge Wich, a professor 
at Liverpool John Moores 
University, who was invol-

ved in identifying the new 
orangutan species.

The scientists also urged 
that the remaining habitat 
in the Batang Toru forest 
of northern Sumatra be 
given strict conservation 
protection and that fo-
rest corridors be created 
to link separated popula-
tions. One way to do that, 

they said, is to close a sec-
tion of the road between 
two main forest fragmen-
ts.

The Batang Toru oran-
gutan was the first great 
ape species to be propo-
sed by scientists in near-
ly 90 years. Previously, 
science has recognized six 
great ape species: Suma-
tran and Bornean orangu-
tans, eastern and western 
gorillas, chimpanzees and 
bonobos.

The International Union 
for Conservation of Na-
ture classified Bornean 
orangutans as critically 
endangered in 2016 due 
to a precipitous popula-
tion decline caused by 
destruction of their forest 
habitat for palm oil and 
pulp wood plantations. 
Sumatran orangutans 
have been classified as 
critically endangered sin-
ce 2008.

The scientists writing 
in Current Biology said 
orangutan subpopula-
tions need to number at 
least 200 to have a chance 
of surviving a century and 
more than 500 for longer-
term survival. AP

CHinEsE President 
Xi Jinping hailed Karl 
Marx as “the greatest 
thinker of modern ti-

mes,” in a speech Friday seen as 
part of an effort so shore up his 
power against domestic critics.

Xi’s address at the Great Hall 
of the People in central Beijing 
was one of a series of events in 
China marking the bicentennial 
of the philosopher-economist’s 
birth in 1818 in Germany.

“We must win the advantages, 
win the initiative, and win the fu-
ture. We must continuously im-
prove the ability to use Marxism 
to analyze and solve practical pro-
blems,” Xi said beneath a massi-
ve portrait of the white-bearded 

Marx on a stage bedecked with 
scarlet and gold curtains.

“Today, we commemorate Marx 
in order to pay tribute to the 
greatest thinker in the history of 
mankind and also to declare our 
firm belief in the scientific truth 
of Marxism,” he said.

Promoting Marx is seen in part 

as a way for Xi to strengthen ideo-
logical control and counter critics 
within the ruling Communist 
Party unhappy with his move in 
March to eliminate presidential 
term limits. Xi is also general se-
cretary of the ruling Communist 
Party, an official that is also not 
term-limited.

Marx’s work became the inspi-
ration for communism, an ideo-
logy that aims for shared owner-
ship of the means of production 
and the absence of social classes.

China launched market re-
forms three decades ago but 
the party keeps an iron grip on 
power. AP

Beijing 
denies 
using 
lasers on 
US aircraft 
in Djibouti

 
Today, we 
commemorate 
Marx in order 
to pay tribute 
to the greatest 
thinker in the 
history of 
mankind.

Xi JiNpiNg
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district and its fringes, sig-
ns of the new inhabitants are 
everywhere: the restaurants 
serving steaming Chinese 
hotpots and dumplings, the 
Mandarin broadcasts at the 
Mall of Asia, and the soaring 
property prices.

An estimated 100,000 
migrants, mostly Chinese, 
have flooded into pockets of 
the Philippines capital since 
September 2016, and the 
deluge is rippling through 
the city’s real estate market 
in ways that are unique 
among the world’s urban 
centers. While Chinese in-
vestors have been snapping 
up big swathes of high-end 
housing in Hong Kong, Lon-
don and New York for years 
to move their money offsho-
re, this new rush is motiva-
ted by something different: 
Manila’s booming gaming 
industry.

More than 50 offshore 
gambling companies that 
cater to overseas Chinese 
punters have received per-
mits to operate in the city 
since President Rodrigo Du-

terte’s government began 
awarding licenses 19 mon-
ths ago. While bets are pla-
ced remotely, the operators 
need Chinese speakers in 
Manila to handle everything 
from marketing and cus-
tomer queries to payment 
processing for overseas 
clients.

The resulting migration, 
while only a fraction of the 
metropolitan area’s 12.9 
million population, is prope-
lling home prices to record 
levels in neighborhoods fa-

vored by Chinese workers. 
It’s reinvigorating Mani-
la’s commercial property 
market as owners convert 
offices and shops into ga-
ming centers with card ta-
bles and webcams. And it’s 
boosting the bottom lines of 
local developers including 
Ayala Land Inc. and SM Pri-
me Holdings Inc.

While no official num-
bers are publicly available 
showing the number of Chi-
nese arrivals in Manila, peo-
ple familiar with the matter 

said that offshore gaming 
operators in the Philippi-
nes employ about 200,000 
workers, predominantly 
Chinese, and more than 
half of them have arrived in 
the capital region since late 
2016. The Bureau of Immi-
gration said it couldn’t im-
mediately provide the data.

The influx promises to 
boost the nation’s economy 
and is helping to strengthen 
ties with China - a priority 
for Duterte. Yet it leaves the 
property market vulnerab-
le in the event of an abrupt 
shift in online gaming or 
immigration policies from 
either country.

The perils of relying too 
heavily on Chinese buyers 
became painfully obvious 
last year in the Malaysian 
enclave of Johor Bahru, 
which has been grappling 
with a glut of vacant ho-
mes after China imposed 
controls on investments in 
overseas property and de-
mand abruptly dried up.

“Concentration risk could 
be a potential concern,” said 
Emilio Neri, an economist 
at the Bank of the Philippine 
Islands in Manila.

Others see only opportuni-
ties. Qiang Huang, a realtor 
based in the Chinese city of 
Hefei, expects Manila home 
prices to get a boost from 
the steady stream of Chine-
se workers catering not only 
to offshore gaming custo-
mers, but also mainland 
clients who frequent brick- 
and-mortar casinos.

A high-rolling gamer him-
self, Huang first visited the 
area in November to place 
bets at Bloomberry Resorts 
Corp.’s Solaire casino and 
realized that Manila could 
scratch more than his gam-
bling itch. He’s planning to 
build a 500-square-meter 
showroom in the city to lure 
Chinese real estate investors 
and will soon sign contrac-
ts to market apartments at 

two projects.
“I chose an area with a 

booming gambling busi-
ness, as properties there 
have the largest potential 
to appreciate,” Huang said, 
adding that he has run into 
Chinese tourists who have 
formed “property-sho-
pping” groups.

Among the biggest be-
neficiaries of this appetite 
have been condo units near 
Manila’s Makati district, in 
close proximity to the ga-
ming sites where mainland 
workers are employed. Pat-
ches of San Antonio Village, 
about one kilometer from 
Makati’s financial hub, now 
have restaurants, stores, 
money changers and pay-
ment centers catering to 
Chinese customers sharing 
space with local stores.

In the Bay Area adjacent 
to Makati, home prices sur-
ged by a record 27 percent 
in the last three months 
of 2017, according to data 
from Santos Knight Frank 
Inc., dwarfing the 6 percent 
overall gain in residential 
prices in the metropolitan 
Manila area. Condo sales in 
the capital region rose to an 
all-time high of 52,600 uni-
ts in 2017.

Appetite from gaming 
operators is also supporting 
the commercial market as 
demand from traditional 
outsourcing companies wa-
nes. The share of take-up of 
new office space by outsour-
cing companies decreased 
by a third to 46 percent in 
2017, while that of offshore 
gaming operators tripled to 
30 percent, said David Lee-
chiu, CEO at Leechiu Pro-
perty Consultants, which 
has partnered with CBRE 
Group Inc. in the Philippi-
nes. “If not for offshore 
gaming operators, the pro-
perty market would have 
crashed last year,” Leechiu 
said.

A typical online gaming 
operation consists of dealing 
studios and a call cen-
ter-like facility that serves 
offshore customers. A stu-
dio that Bloomberg News 
recently toured in Makati 
City spanned roughly 400 
square meters, with tables 
for games such as baccarat, 
Dragon Tiger and Fantan. 
Dealers - mostly young Fi-
lipino women wearing snug 
halter-neck dresses - staffed 
each table.

Eight kilometers away, in 
another part of the city, is 
the main customer-service 
center. The 6,000 square 

meter space is divided into 
dozens of rooms with rows 
of desks that seat more than 
5,000 employees. A cafete-
ria serves free meals arou-
nd the clock, catering to the 
army of mostly mainland 
workers and some Taiwa-
nese and Malaysian staff. 
Other amenities include 
a hotpot restaurant and a 
convenience store stocking 
Chinese snacks and other 
products.

Fast Facts on Philippine 
Offshore Gaming Opera-
tors Also known as POGOs 
Such operations were limi-
ted to three provinces north 
of Manila before Sept. 2016 
decision to expand them to 
the capital region 55 per-
mits for POGOs have been 
awarded since then 14 of 
those are engaged in spor-
ts betting Revenue from 
POGOs quintupled to 3.57 
billion Philippine pesos 
($70 million) in 2017 from 
a year earlier Source: Phi-
lippine Amusement & Ga-
ming Corp.

Chinese demand is hel-
ping stoke record earnings 
at some builders. At SM 
Prime, the nation’s largest 
property developer, Chi-
nese buyers accounted for 
almost 30 percent of resi-
dential reservation sales in 
the first quarter. The share 
of mainland nationals who 
bought homes from Ayala 
Land jumped to almost half 
of all sales to foreign buyers 
last year from 30 percent 
in 2016. Offshore gaming 
companies occupy 60 per-
cent of DoubleDragon Pro-
perties Corp.’s completed 
office space in the Bay Area 
and they’re paying rents 
one-third higher than other 
tenants, said Chief Executi-
ve Officer Injap Sia.

Developers aren’t betting 
that boom times will last 
forever. Ayala Land’s Pre-
sident Bobby Dy said the 
builder will limit offshore 
gaming leases to 10 percent 
of its office portfolio. Doub-
leDragon plans to cap total 
exposure to such tenants to 
30 percent once all its of-
fice towers are completed. 
The firm requires a one
-year deposit from offsho-
re gaming operators and 
post-dated checks for the 
duration of the five-year 
contract.

Kitt Lapeña, 34, a Makati 
resident for most of his life, 
has seen waves of foreign 
residents come and go be-
fore, from Japan and Korea, 
but never on the scale of the 
recent Chinese influx. While 
he welcomes the economic 
boost, he worries about the 
motivations of the new arri-
vals.

“In a way, it’s good for bu-
siness,” Lapeña said. “I hope 
they become an asset to the 
community and not just out 
to make money.” Bloomberg

PHIlIPPInES

100,000 Chinese move to Manila 
and trigger property surge
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Former Deputy Prime Minister and opposition leader Anwar Ibrahim (center) smiles

Malaysia’s Anwar joins with 
former persecutor for election

AFgHAnISTAn

Bombing at mosque kills 14, wounds 33
A bomb blast inside a 

mosque in eastern 
Afghanistan that was 
being used as a voter re-
gistration center killed at 
least 14 people and wou-
nded 33, officials said.

Habib Shah Ansari, the 
provincial head of public 
health, confirmed the toll 
from the attack, which 
took place in the city of 

Khost, the capital of the 
province of the same 
name.

No one immediately 
claimed responsibility 
for the attack, but both 
the Taliban and a local Is-
lamic State affiliate reject 
democratic elections and 
have targeted them in the 
past. IS is not known to 
have a presence in Khost, 

but has expanded its foo-
tprint into other areas in 
recent years.

Last month, an Isla-
mic State suicide bom-
ber attacked a voter 
registration center in 
Kabul, killing 60 people 
and wounding at least 
130 others. Afghanistan 
plans to hold elections 
in October, the first since 

2014.
The Taliban and IS have 

launched a relentless 
wave of attacks since the 
start of the year, killing 
scores of civilians in the 
capital, Kabul, and el-
sewhere. Afghan security 
forces have struggled to 
combat the groups since 
the U.S. and NATO con-
cluded their combat mis-

sion at the end of 2014, 
switching to a counter-
terrorism and support 
role.

Elsewhere in Afghanis-
tan, a vehicle carrying 
shopkeepers on their 
way to a market struck a 
roadside bomb in Afgha-
nistan’s northern Faryab 
province, killing seven of 
them. Police spokesman 

Karim Yuresh said ano-
ther civilian was woun-
ded in yesterday’s attack, 
in an area where both the 
Taliban and IS are active.

In the eastern Paktia 
province, a car bomb kil-
led two people and wou-
nded another three. Ab-
dullah Hsart, the provin-
cial governor’s spokes-
man, said the attack late 
Saturday targeted Hazart 
Mohammad Rodwal, a 
district chief, who was 
among the wounded. The 
Taliban claimed the atta-
ck. AP

Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

MALAysiAn oppo-
sition icon Anwar 
Ibrahim can’t vote 
in what he believes 

will be a “defining election” for 
his country on Wednesday but 
even from his prison cell has 
remained a political force to be 
reckoned with.

The firebrand politician’s con-
viction in 2015 for what he and 
his supporters said were false 
allegations of sodomy fractured 
the alliance of opposition parties 
that under Anwar’s leadership 
was threatening the ruling Na-
tional Front’s decades-long hold 
on power.

It was Anwar’s second spell in 
prison and it seemed he’d finally 
been done in by dirty political 
tactics. Once a high flyer in the 
ruling party, in 1998 he was con-
victed of homosexual sodomy 
— a criminal offense in Mus-
lim-majority Malaysia inheri-
ted from the British colonial 

era — and corruption following 
a power struggle with Mahathir 
Mohammad, Malaysia’s autho-
ritarian prime minister for more 
than two decades.

Anwar, however, played an 
unexpected card. From prison 
he helped forge a new opposi-
tion alliance by ending the two-
decade feud with his former 
persecutor-in-chief, Mahathir, 
who’d once called Anwar “mo-
rally unfit” to govern the coun-
try. 

It was a hard but pragmatic 
decision, Anwar’s eldest dau-
ghter, lawmaker Nurul Izzah 
Anwar, told The Associated 
Press. Anwar, 70, is an “incor-
rigible optimist” who believes 
there must be sacrifices to bring 
about a change of government 
and badly needed reforms, she 
said.

“He was instrumental in gal-
vanizing an eventual approval 
to get Mahathir to be part of 
our coalition,” said Nurul Izzah. 
“He was the first to state that it’s 

time for us to be actively playing 
our part to design the Malaysia 
that we want.”

Mahathir, 92, now leads an 
opposition alliance that inclu-
des Anwar’s party. They’re cam-
paigning to oust Prime Minister 
Najib Razak, who is mired in 
scandal, and end the National 
Front’s unbroken 60-year rule.

Even with Mahathir, who is 
popular with Malaysia’s Malay 
majority, the odds are stacked 
against the opposition. It won 
the popular vote in 2013 but the 
ruling party clung to a majori-
ty in Parliament because of an 
electoral system that gives more 
weight to Malay-dominated ru-
ral seats that traditionally su-
pport the government.

A popular Islamic student lea-
der, Anwar joined the ruling 
Malay party in 1982, a year af-
ter Mahathir became prime mi-
nister. He quickly rose up the 
ranks, becoming finance minis-
ter in 1991 and deputy premier 
two years later. Anwar became 

the heir apparent to Mahathir 
but they fell out during the 1998 
Asian financial crisis and Anwar 
was sacked.

He refused to go quietly, lea-
ding tens of thousands of de-
monstrators in street rallies in 
Kuala Lumpur demanding re-
forms before he was arrested. 
He was later produced in court 
with a black eye from a beating 
by the police chief. That black 
eye has become the logo of the 
People’s Justice Party led by his 
wife and is now the symbol of 
the opposition challenge against 
Najib.

Anwar was freed in 2004 after 
Mahathir retired and cleared of 
the sodomy charges. In 2008 
elections, his opposition pact 
known as the People’s Alliance 
made major inroads by depri-
ving the National Front of a two-
thirds majority in Parliament 
for the first time. In 2013, the 
National Front lost the popular 
vote, its worst result since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1957. 

It currently holds 132 of 222 
seats.

But in 2015, Anwar was impri-
soned again after new allega-
tions of sodomizing an aide that 
he and his supporters said was 
a government plot to crush the 
opposition. “Authoritarian lea-
ders always believe the best way 
to deal with dissidents is to jail 
them, but throughout history, 
it has always backfired,” Anwar 
said at the time.

His opposition alliance broke 
up after its Islamist ally left. It 
regrouped as the Alliance of 
Hope but the pact was shaky 
due to infighting and the lack of 
a charismatic figure to hold it to-
gether day to day.

Mahathir’s political comeback 
in 2016 provided the missing 
glue. Despite his advanced age, 
Mahathir was seen as the best 
chance for the opposition to win 
support from rural Malays.

The former prime minister was 
spurred out of retirement by the 
corruption scandal at 1MDB, a 
state fund that is being inves-
tigated by the U.S. and several 
other countries after associa-
tes of Najib allegedly stole and 
laundered $4.5 billion from it. 
The fund was set up by Najib in 
2009 to promote economic but 
accumulated billions in debts.

In September 2016, Mahathir 
met Anwar for the first time 
in 18 years. Social media was 
awash with pictures of the two 
men shaking hands and chat-
ting in court, where Anwar was 
challenging a repressive new se-
curity law.

An opposition victory in the 
election, though unlikely, could 
result in a spectacular comeback 
for Anwar.

He is due to be released from 
prison on June 8 and Mahathir 
has pledged to hand leadership 
to him. Officials say Anwar cou-
ld take power with a royal par-
don.

Anwar, said Nurul Izzah, 
“knows it’s a defining election, 
he knows the stakes are high.”

“We have to face a lot of ons-
laught against Mahathir es-
pecially in the lead-up to the 
election, but we are also saying 
that we are not apologists. Like 
it or not, he is now doing his bit 
at the age of 92, what are you 
doing about it? That’s the key 
message we are giving out.” AP
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lEbAnon

First general 
elections in 
nine years
Tens of thousands of Lebanese 
cast their ballots Sunday in the 
first parliamentary elections in 
nine years, a vote that is being 
fiercely contested between 
rival groups backed by regional 
powers Iran and Saudi Arabia. 
The voting is unlikely to change 
the existing balance of power 
among the major political 
factions in Lebanon, but many 
hope new contenders from civil 
society groups can challenge 
the decades-old sectarian 
political system. Thousands 
of army and police forces 
deployed near polling stations 
and on major intersections 
across the country to ensure 
security. Electoral campaigns 
have been tense as each group 
has mobilized its supporters, 
with fist fights and shootings 
occurring in several areas in 
recent weeks.

PolAnD

Rescuers 
find another 
missing miner
Polish rescue workers 
yesterday found the bodies of 
two miners after an earthquake 
hit a coal mine in southern 
Poland. Three other miners 
remain missing some 900 
meters below ground since the 
quake hit Saturday morning 
in the mine, located in the 
town of Jastrzebie-Zdroj, close 
to Poland’s border with the 
Czech Republic. The head of 
the Jastrzebie Coal Company, 
Daniel Ozon, said a doctor 
confirmed the two fatalities 
and identification of the 
victims was underway.

SPAIn 

476 migrants 
rescued at sea
Spain’s maritime rescue service 
said yesterday that it saved 476 
migrants who were attempting 
the perilous crossing of the 
Mediterranean Sea from 
African shores. The migrants 
were pulled from 15 small 
boats on Friday and Saturday, 
officials said. There were no 
reported casualties. Separately, 
a Spanish nonprofit dedicated 
to helping migrants at sea 
rescued 105 more migrants 
in waters near Libya during 
a mission yesterday. The aid 
group Proactive Open Arms 
found the migrants drifting at 
sea in a motor-less boat. 

uS

Some calming of Hawaii volcano, 
but scientists remain wary

Marx hometown unveils huge 
statue on 200th birth anniversary
Kirsten Grieshaber, Berlin 

A larger than life statue 
of Communist phi-

losopher Karl Marx was 
unveiled Saturday on the 
200th anniversary of his 
birth in the western Ger-
man town of Trier.

The celebratory unco-
vering of the 4.4-me-
ter bronze statue of 
Marx, donated by Chi-
na, sparked criticism by 
some who blame Marx 
for crimes committed 
by social revolutionaries 
in Russia, China and el-
sewhere in the name of 
Communism.

About 200 guests, in-
cluding a delegation from 
China, applauded during 
the anniversary celebra-
tions, when a bright red 
cover was lifted from 

the statue which depicts 
Marx with a frock and his 
signature bushy beard.

Marx laid the philoso-
phical foundations for 
Communism, an ideolo-
gy that aims for shared 
ownership of the means 
of production and the ab-
sence of social classes. He 
explained his thoughts in 
two famous works, the 

Communist Manifesto 
and Das Kapital.

The ceremony and 
speeches in Trier were 
at times disturbed by the 
shouting and whistling 
of different groups of 

nearby protesters. “The 
present from China is a 
pillar and a bridge for our 
partnership,” said Malu 
Dreyer, the governor of 
the state of Rhineland- 
Palatinate, where Trier is 

located.
A German group re-

presenting victims of 
Communism criticized 
the Marx anniversary 
celebrations saying they 
lacked a debate about the 
philosopher’s support of 
violence in the abolish-
ment of social classes. 
“We say yes to a debate 
about Marx, but no to his 
worship,” the group’s lea-
der, Dieter Dombrowski, 
said in a statement.

When Germany was 
divided after the end 
of World War II, the 
eastern part was under 
Communist rule from 
1949 until the country’s 
reunification in 1990. 
Some East Germans say 
they still suffer from the 
long-term effects of the 
Communist regime’s su-
ppression and violence 
against its critics.

Karl Marx was born in 
Trier on May 5, 1818 and 
lived there until he was 17 
years old. He died in exile 
in London in 1883. AP

THE number of homes des-
troyed by lava shooting out 

of openings in the ground crea-
ted by Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano 
climbed to five as some of the 
more than 1,700 people who 
evacuated prepared for the pos-
sibility they may not return for 
quite some time.

“I have no idea how soon we 
can get back,” said Todd Corri-
gan, who left his home in Leilani 
Estates with his wife on Friday 
as lava burst through the ground 
three or four blocks from their 
home. They spent the night on 
the beach in their car and began 
looking for a vacation rental.

The Hawaiian Volcanoes Ob-
servatory said eight vents, each 
several hundred meters long, 
opened in the neighborhood sin-
ce Thursday. By late Saturday 
the fissures had quieted down 
and were only releasing steam 
and gas.

Scientists said Kilauea was 
likely to release more lava throu-
gh additional vents, but they 
were unable to predict exactly 
where. Leilani Estates, a subdi-
vision in the mostly rural dis-
trict of Puna, is at greatest risk. 
Authorities ordered more than 
1,700 residents to evacuate from 
there and nearby Lanipuna Gar-
dens.

Hundreds of small earthquakes 
continued to rumble through the 
area Saturday, one day after a 
magnitude-6.9 temblor hit — the 
largest earthquake to hit Hawaii 
in more than 40 years. Magma 

moving through Kilauea set off 
the earthquakes, said geologists, 
who warned of aftershocks.

Authorities cautioned sulfu-
ric gas pouring out of the vents 
also posed dangers, particularly 
to elderly and people with respi-
ratory problems. Hawaii County 
spokeswoman Kanani Aton said 
some residents may be allowed 
to return home briefly to pick 
up medicine or take care of pets 
if sulfur dioxide levels drop as a 
result of the calming vents.

Tesha “Mirah” Montoya, 45, 
said the threat of toxic fumes 
wasn’t enough to make her fa-
mily evacuate, but the tipping 
point was the earthquakes.

“I felt like the whole side of 
our hill was going to explode,” 

she said. “The earthquake was 
what made us start running and 
start throwing guinea pigs and 
bunnies in the car.”

Montoya, her husband and 
daughter don’t know how long 
they will be away from the three- 
story octagonal house they built 
nearly 20 years ago in a patch of 
“raw jungle.”

“My heart and soul’s there,” she 
said in a phone interview from a 
cabin on the north side of the 
Big Island, where the family had 
hunkered down. “I’m nothing 
without the land. It’s part of my 
being.”

Gary McMillan said his home 
is about 914 meters from one of 
the fissures in Leilani Estates. 
He monitored remote cameras 

set up in his home and said his 
home was still intact.

He’s living out of his van with 
his wife at the nearby communi-
ty center and constantly thinks 
about things they left behind, 
but understands why authorities 
evacuated residents. “I was a cri-
tical care nurse for 37 years, so 
I understand the health implica-
tions and the dangers involved,” 
McMillan said.

Kilauea has been continuou-
sly erupting since 1983 and is 
one of the world’s most active 
volcanoes. In 2014, lava burned 
a house and smothered a ceme-
tery as it approached Pahoa, the 
town closest to Leilani Estates. 
But this flow stalled just before it 
reached Pahoa’s main road.

Nearly 30 years ago, lava slowly 
covered an entire town, Kalapa-
na, over the period of about a 
year. AP

Lava burns across the road in the Leilani Estates in Pahoa, Hawaii

 Sulfuric gas 
pouring out of 
the vents also 
poses dangers, 
particularly 
to elderly and 
people with 
respiratory 
problems

 The 
4.4-meter 
bronze 
statue of 
Marx was 
donated by 
China
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Benjamin Netanyahu

Israeli PM steps 
up calls to end the 
Iranian nuclear deal

Josef Federman, Jerusalem  

PriME Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu yesterday ste-

pped up his calls to end the Ira-
nian nuclear deal as President 
Donald Trump weighs whether 
to withdraw the United States 
from the 2015 agreement.

In a briefing to foreign repor-
ters Netanyahu said “a deal that 
enables Iran to keep and hide all 
its nuclear weapons know-how, 
is a horrible deal.”

The deal “has to be either fully 
fixed or fully nixed,” he said. 
“But if you do nothing to this 
deal, if you keep it as is, you will 
end up with Iran with a nuclear 
arsenal in a very short time,” he 
said.

Trump faces a May 12 deadli-
ne over whether to uphold 2015 
nuclear deal, which he long has 
criticized. Trump has signaled 
he will pull out of the agreement 
by May 12 unless it is revised, 
but he faces intense pressure 
from European allies not to do 
so. Netanyahu has found a wel-
come partner in Trump, who 
has called the agreement “the 
worst deal ever.”

Netanyahu is an outspoken 
opponent of the deal, which re-
quires Iran to limit its nuclear 
enrichment in exchange for the 
lifting of international sanc-
tions. Netanyahu says the deal 
will not prevent Iran, Israel’s 
bitter enemy, from reaching nu-
clear weapons capability.

Last week, Netanyahu said a 
“half ton” of Iranian nuclear do-
cuments seized by Israeli intelli-
gence revealed that Iran had lied 
about its past efforts to produce 
nuclear weapons. He did not 
provide any evidence that Iran 
has violated the 2015 nuclear 
deal, but said the documents 
prove Tehran cannot be trusted.

Iran dismissed Netanyahu’s 
presentation as a “ridiculous 
show” but did not address the 

documents he displayed. Iran 
has denied ever pursuing nu-
clear arms.

Netanyahu said yesterday that 
Israel is passing on the findings 
“to the main intelligence ser-
vices” and others. “If you don’t 
violate a dangerous deal, it 
doesn’t make it less dangerous,” 
Netanyahu said.

European countries, which 
have been pressing Trump to 
stick with the deal, have said 
Netanyahu’s presentation only 
reinforced the importance of 
the agreement, which provides 
for inspections.

Earlier, Netanyahu accused 
Iran of supplying advanced 
weapons to Syria that pose a 
danger to Israel, saying it’s be-
tter to confront Tehran sooner 
rather than later.

Israel has repeatedly warned 
it will not tolerate a lasting Ira-
nian military presence in nei-
ghboring Syria, and is believed 
to have been behind recent 
airstrikes on Syrian military ba-
ses that killed Iranian soldiers, 
prompting Tehran to vow reta-
liation. Israel has neither confir-
med nor denied involvement.

Netanyahu told the Israeli Ca-
binet that Iran has delivered ad-
vanced weapons to Syria “in or-
der to attack us both on the ba-
ttlefield and on the home front.”

“We are determined to blo-
ck Iran’s aggression against us 
even if this means a struggle. 
Better now than later,” he said. 
“We do not want escalation, but 
we are prepared for any scena-
rio.”

Israel has long viewed Iran 
as its biggest threat because of 
Tehran’s nuclear activities, its 
support for armed groups across 
the region and its leaders’ fre-
quent calls for the destruction of 
the Jewish state. In recent years, 
Iran has provided crucial mili-
tary support to Syrian President 
Bashar Assad. AP
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what’s ON ...

“My Chinese ZodiaC” – exhibition by Raquel 
GRalheiRo
tiMe: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
           12pm-8pm (tuesdays to sundays) 
until: May 13, 2018 
Venue: a2 gallery, albergue scM 
adMission: Free  
enquiRies: (853) 2852 2550 

tReasuRe of saCRed aRt of st. Joseph’s 
seMinaRy
tiMe: 10am-5pm daily (closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: st. Joseph’s seminary and church, Rua do 
seminário 
adMission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

MandaRin’s house
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
addRess: No. 10, travessa de antónio da silva 
adMission: Free 
enquiRies: (853) 2896 8820

MaCau sCienCe CentRe
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (except on thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau science center 
adMission: Mop25 (exhibition centre)
                    Mop60 (planetarium 2d dome or 2d  
         sky shows)
                    Mop80 (planetarium 3d dome or 3d  
        sky shows)
enquiRies: (853) 2888 0822 

this day in history

the taj Mahal, that shining white monument to love, is tur-
ning a little ... green. and yellow. and black.

and india’s supreme court is not pleased.
“you all appear to be helpless,” a supreme court judge told 

government officials earlier this week, after an environmental 
lawyer argued that pollution and insect dung were discoloring 
the 17th-century building.

“Money should not be the consideration. We might order 
you to hire experts from within India or abroad. We need to 
save it,” the judge said, according to numerous indian media 
reports. the reports did not give the judge’s name.

The officials, representing the central government and Uttar 
pradesh state, where the taj is located, were given until Wed-
nesday to come up with a plan and report back to the court.

Built by Mogul Emperor Shah Jahan for his favorite wife in 
the north Indian city of Agra, the monument has been losing 
its sheen for years. The Archaeological Survey of India, the 
agency responsible for preserving the country’s monuments, 
has been coating portions of the Taj with a special clay that, 
when it is removed, also takes away most discolorations.

but M.c. Mehta, the lawyer who brought the case to the 
court, said not enough is being done.

“The white sheen is disappearing and instead of that if the 
green color, the brown color, the other colors ... are visible, 
then what is the reason? the reason is that the pollution has 
become alarming,” he said in an interview after the hearing.

agra is a major north indian industrial center, and the city is 
often covered with a fog of pollution. Experts say air pollution 
and swarms of breeding insects are threatening the Taj by 
leaving green, yellow and black patches.

 Offbeat
with taj mahal turning a bit 
green, indian court gets mad

italy’s worst ever earthquake has killed more than 550 
people and left 80,000 homeless.

at least 1,000 people were injured when the quake 
struck the northern region of Friuli last night, affecting 
11 villages near the austrian and yugoslav borders.

a government spokesman said as many as 1,000 may 
have been killed. it is likely the death toll will rise as 
rescue workers find more bodies under the rubble of 
fallen buildings.

the local military and Red cross are on the scene. 
They are due to be joined by rescue workers from Ve-
nice and trieste.

Officials from the affected towns are appealing for 
medicine and emergency lights for hospitals. American 
army units in the area have flown in equipment and 
medical staff by helicopter and flown out the injured.

president giovanni leone and the interior Minister, 
Francesco cossiga, visited the earthquake zone by 
helicopter. they were moved to tears when they spoke 
to the injured at a hospital in the small town of Maiano, 
10 miles (16km) north-west of Udine.

The hill town of Gemona, further north, was almost 
flattened, killing at least 100 people. A cemetery worker 
told reporters: “We just haven’t got enough coffins.”

Inmates of the town’s prison tried to scale the walls 
in their panic to get out but were beaten back by ma-
chine-gun fire.

this last quake, which measured 6.5 on the Richter 
scale, was by far the strongest of the 23 tremors which 
began on the night of 5 May. It could be felt in France, 
West germany, austria, czechoslovakia, poland and 
yugoslavia.

Most of the 180,000 people who live in the Friuli region 
spent the night outdoors for fear of further aftershocks.

The Italian tourist office in London has said that there 
were no known british casualties.

The Queen has sent a message of sympathy to the 
italian government.

Courtesy BBC news

1976 more bodies found
  after italy quake

in context
The following 12 months saw hundreds more tremors in the region, the 
largest of which struck in September.
Altogether, the May and September quakes killed 951 people, injured 
2,400 and left 45,000 homeless. Damage was estimated at £3,000m.
The Italian government came under strong criticism for allowing red tape 
to hamper reconstruction of the area.
When Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti visited the region in September, 
he was greeted with angry protests from refugees who had been living in 
tents for four months.
Tent cities were - eventually - replaced with 20,000 prefabricated houses.
Using donations from the European Community, the government had 
spent £250m by the end of 1976 to rebuild the infrastructure of the region 
and rehouse its inhabitants.
Northern and central Italy are susceptible to earthquakes, with many 
minor tremors occurring on a regular basis.

TV canal macau

cinema
cineteatro
03 - 09 may

avengers: infinity war
room 1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
room 2
4:30pm
director: anthony russo, Joe russo
starring: robert downey Jr, Chris evans, Chris hemsworth      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 149min

raMPage
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
director: Brad Peyton
starring: dwayne Johnson, naomie harris, Malin akerman      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 107min

toMorrow is another day
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
director: Chan tai-lee
starring: teresa Mo, ling Man lung, ray lui, Bonnie Xian      
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)
duration: 91min

the throUgh
room 3
02:30, 04:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: nick Cheung
starring: nick Cheung, Xu Jing lei, he Jiong, Miu kiu wai      
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)

13:00
13:30
15:00
15:40
16:30
17:50
18:40
19:50
20:30
21:00
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:05
00:40

tdM News (Repeated)   
News (Rtpi) delayed broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Zig Zag
brazilian soap opera (Repeated)
Non-daily portuguese News (Repeated)
portuguese serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
tdM sports    
brazilian soap opera
tdM News    
champions league 2017/2018 Magazine
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
Rtpi live 
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aCross: 1- Collective word for intellectual pursuits; 5- Deadly African snake; 
10- Monarch; 14- ___ Beach, Florida; 15- Healing plants; 16- Suffix with exist; 
17- And others, briefly; 18- Easy gaits; 19- Standard; 20- Treatment of disease 
by X rays; 23- Sprechen ___ Deutsch?; 24- Votes for; 25- Jazz fan?; 29- 
Follows; 31- Eskimo knife; 32- End for Siam; 33- Foreordain; 37- Blue-pencil; 
40- Old California fort; 41- Like ___ not; 42- The largest lizard in the world; 
47- Uncommon sense; 48- Wall St. debut; 49- Sayings; 53- Opening word; 55- 
yard tunneler; 57- cpR giver; 58- persistence; 61- travel on water; 64- skylit 
lobbies; 65- antelope’s playmate; 66- drop ___ (moon); 67- spoil; 68- bakery 
fixture; 69- Hankerings; 70- First name in cosmetics; 71- Actress Thompson;
 
down: 1- Disinclined; 2- Keep possession of; 3- Swaps; 4- Arias, usually; 
5- the ___ Falcon; 6- luau greeting; 7- acts down; 8- ale, e.g.; 9- onslaught; 
10- Nairobi’s nation; 11- Daughter of 
cadmus; 12- atM maker; 13- precious 
stone; 21- ___ and terminer (criminal 
court); 22- spitting sound; 26- Furnace 
output; 27- Respecting; 28- Not e’en 
once; 30- ___ no good; 31- Meat-
grading org.; 34- extinct bird; 35- sin; 
36- columbus’ ship; 37- supplements, 
with “out”; 38- Medicinal amount; 
39- little rascals; 43- thin change; 
44- Function; 45- shaped like a hood; 
46- River to the baltic; 50- swiss city; 
51- Hosted; 52- breastbones; 54- great 
grade; 55- Reason for a raise; 56- 
sheeplike; 59- RR stops; 60- bustles; 
61- Eye infection, pig house; 62- 100 
square meters; 63- charged atom;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

WEATHER
Min MaX Condition

China

 

beijing
Harbin
tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
lhasa
chengdu
chongqing
kunming
Nanjing
shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
taipei
guangzhou
Hong kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
paris
london
New york

world

28
18
25
21
23
20
27
28
26
21
23
24
25
33
27
29

    drizzle/clear                  
    clear                          
    clear                          
    clear                          

    drizzle                        

7
11
11
8
15

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’ve got to take your time today 
— there’s no point in rushing! Your 
energy is just right for taking on 
small, low-key projects and making 
slow progress on them, not for 
rushing to a thrilling climax!

April 20-May 20
Your diplomatic nature is making 
life easier and sweeter for you. See if 
you can get your people to agree to 
disagree — or, better still, to agree to 
agree. All that good energy has to be 
good for something!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You can’t quite get your family to 
understand your feelings today — 
which can be really hard on you, 
of course. Don’t push too hard, 
though; you need to ride out this 
rough patch together.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your eye for detail is strengthened 
today, so see if you can make the 
most of it. Dive into paperwork or 
explore options for your big new 
creative project. You can make 
things really shine!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You aren’t feeling very extravagant 
today — maybe because of your 
recent binges. Just chill out and 
let others make headlines. You 
can bust back into the scene really 
soon if you rest now.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Your systems for keeping organized 
are paying off today — so make the 
most of them! You may find that at 
least one person is trying to get you 
to notice them, and may actually 
need your help.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Can you keep still and avoid action 
today? If so, you should be just fine 
— but otherwise, things might start 
to get really weird for you. Just chill 
out and let others stir up trouble — 
you need a break!

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
New information comes your way 
that shakes things up —most likely 
for the better! Keep your eyes and 
ears open and see if you can figure it 
out before anyone else does. You can 
really score!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
People are getting on your nerves 
today — so much so that you may 
want to run away screaming! Just 
try to grit your teeth and endure, as 
at least half the problem is your own 
irritability.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Someone needs to hear your 
voice — most likely someone you 
haven’t spoken with in months (at 
least). Reach out and see if you can 
reconnect with someone who could 
still be important to you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You can get more out of your 
relationships than you may expect 
— thanks to at least one important 
person who gives you the key to 
understanding. It could be a really 
big day if you let it!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Details are all-important, and you 
need to work through them today. 
You may not enjoy the process, but 
that just means that you have to 
redouble your efforts and press on 
through the mess.

  Aquarius Pisces
19
22
26
20
18

15
4
16
3
10
4
15
16
14
15
18
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18
26
23
25

 clear                   
   clear/cloudy          

   clear                 
   drizzle/heavy rain    

   cloudy                
   thundershower/cloudy  

   cloudy                
   cloudy/clear          
   cloudy/clear          

   moderate rain/shower  
   drizzle/overcast      
   overcast/cloudy       

   shower                
   overcast/cloudy       

          heavy rain
 shower                 
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MArC Marquez won the 
Spanish MotoGP to take 

the overall points lead after 
several of his rivals crashed 
out of the race yesterday.

Pole sitter Cal Crutchlow 
wiped out before a three-ri-
der crash involving previous 
points leader Andrea Dovi-
zioso, his Ducati teammate 
Jorge Lorenzo, and Dani Pe-
drosa.

That left Marquez, who had 
maneuvered into the lead 
from a fifth-place start, free 
to increase the gap and never 
be challenged as the four-ti-
me MotoGP champion crui-
sed to his 37th career victory 
in the top category.

“Dani [Pedrosa] was the 
fastest, but a race is not only 
about being the fastest,” Mar-
quez said. “You have to over-
take, be aggressive in cer-
tain moments. I hope they 
are okay, but I won’t lie, [it 
means] more points for me.”

Marquez steered his Hon-
da across the finish line in 
41 minutes, 39.678 seconds, 
more than five seconds before 
Johann Zarco, who finished 
second. Andrea Iannone com-
pleted the podium.

Marquez leads the competi-
tion with 70 points after four 
races. Zarco is second with 
58, followed by Maverick Vi-
nales with 50. Lorenzo Bal-
dassarri won the Moto2 race 
ahead of Miguel Oliveira and 
Francesco Bagnaia, who leads 
the category with 73 points. 
Baldassarri is second with 64.

In Moto3, Philipp Oettl got 
his first career win after ed-
ging Marco Bezzecchi at the 
line. Bezzecchi leads the stan-
dings with 63 points, ahead of 
Jorge Martin with 55. AP

MOTOGP

Marquez 
wins Spanish 
GP, takes 
lead after 
rivals collide

FooTbAll 

Man City players finally 
get hands on EPL trophy
Steve Douglas

BLuE-AnD-wHitE ti-
ckertape flew up and fi-

reworks exploded as Man-
chester City’s players finally 
got their hands on the Premier 
League trophy yesterday.

They couldn’t mark the oc-
casion with a potentially re-
cord-breaking win — City 
surprisingly drew 0-0 with re-
legation-threatened Hudders-
field — but it didn’t stop them 
basking in the glory of a sty-
lish and runaway title triumph 
that was clinched in record- 
equaling time two weeks ago.

Pep Guardiola was thrown in 
the air by his squad. Yaya Tou-
re danced and jigged with his 
teammates on one of his last 
appearances on the Etihad 
Stadium turf. Some of the ba-
ckroom staff swigged on huge 
bottles of champagne. City’s 
fans, who earlier defied or-
ders to not invade the pitch 
after fulltime, chanted song 
after song about their favorite 
players.

The crowning moment on a 
beautiful, sunny day in east 
Manchester came when Vin-
cent Kompany raised aloft the 
biggest prize in English foo-
tball, the third time the long-
serving City captain has done 
so in seven seasons. He’ll ne-
ver get tired of doing it.

There are still two games left 
in City’s league season — and 
still time for City to break the 
record for most points, wins 
and goals in a single Premier 
League campaign. Then City 
will aim to become an even 
more celebrated team by re-
taining the title for the first 
time.

“England is a special place 
and is so tough. Today we saw 
it,” Guardiola said. “You never 
know if you are going to win, 

but I had no doubt what I had 
to do. To make back-to- back 
titles in this league will be tou-
gh, but we accept the challen-
ge.”

Even Guardiola, a perfectio-
nist, might let off his players 
for their lowering in standards 
against Huddersfield. On a 
day when fans partied inside 
and outside the stadium and 
the side entered to a guard of 
honor made up of the Hudder-
sfield team as well as players 
from City’s title-winning team 
from 1968, City produced one 
of its sloppiest displays of the 
season. The final ball was la-
cking and even David Silva 
misplaced some passes.

It was the first time this sea-
son City had been kept score-

less at home in the league, the 
last occasion being in April 
last year in a 0-0 draw against 
Manchester United.

In fact, Huddersfield had 
the better chances — through 
Chris Lowe and Florent Ha-
dergjonaj in the first half — 
before defending deeply and 
obdurately after halftime to 
secure a point that could pro-
ve crucial in its bid to preserve 
its place in the Premier Lea-
gue.

Huddersfield moved three 
points clear of the relegation 
zone with two games to play — 
against Chelsea and Arsenal.

As for City’s players, they 
still require two points, one 
win and two goals to set miles-
tones in a season when Guar-

diola’s side cruised to the title 
playing the kind of football ra-
rely seen in the English game.

City’s remaining games are 
against Brighton at home 
and Southampton away, and 
Guardiola is sure to rotate. 
Toure, for example, will get 
his Etihad send-off against 
Brighton after eight years at 
City where he has been one of 
the most influential players at 
the club and in the league.

Toure was given the biggest 
cheer by fans as City’s players 
walked up to the stage to col-
lect the trophy. As many of 
them jumped on the midfiel-
der, the trophy fell off its per-
ch and onto the grass. A mi-
nor blip on a special day for 
City. AP
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THE world of football 
was waiting for an up-

date on the condition of 
Alex Ferguson yesterday, a 
day after the former Man-
chester United manager 
underwent emergency sur-
gery for a brain hemorrha-
ge.

Social media continued 
to be awash with tributes 
and get-well messages for 
the 76-year-old Ferguson, 
who was in intensive care 
late Saturday according to 
a statement from United.

That has been the only 
comment so far from the 

English club, where Fergu-
son spent almost 27 years 
in charge before retiring in 
2013 as the most successful 
manager in British football 
history.

Among those sending 
their best wishes to Fergu-
son was Manchester City 
manager Pep Guardiola, 
who said “a big hug and our 
thoughts are with his wife, 
Cathy, and the Manchester 
United family. I was glad to 
have dinner with him two 
weeks ago, and hopefully 
he can recover as quickly as 
possible.” AP

MACAu gP

Circuit might need 
changes ahead of 2019
MACAu might have 

to make changes 
to the Guia Circuit 
in order to host the 

new International Formula 3 
race starting in 2019, magazine 
Autosport claims.

In an article published last 
week, Autosport says that the 
power-to-weight ratios for the 
competing vehicles may force 
the city to alter its circuit.

Currently the track meets FIA 
Grade 3 standards, allowing 
it to accommodate cars with a 
power-to-weight ratio of 2-3kg 
per 1bhp.

FIA safety director Laurent 
Mekies, who is responsible for 
this aspect of the competition, 
said: “If the car comes with 
a power-to-weight ratio that 
doesn’t limit it to Grade 3, we 
are not going to add kilos onto it 
to make it still a Grade 3 - that 
would be silly from our side. 
[…] The car will come with the 
lowest weight possible, and we 
will then run simulations to do 
what it takes to make Macau 
suitable to that car and to that 
power-to-weight ratio.”

“If it means going to Grade 2, 
that’s what we will do - we are 
currently doing these simula-
tions and seeing where it takes 
us; it’s a lot more precise and 
refined than just looking at the 
weight and the power,” Laurent 
Mekies told Autosport.

Pun Weng Kun, president of 
the Macau Sports Bureau, said 
that the organizing committee 
would be prepared to “evaluate” 
changes and have their feasibili-

ty assessed.
“Until any potential changes 

have been identified and studied, 
it is too early to say whether or 
not it would be possible to im-
plement them, and therefore to 
change the current circuit homo-
logation,” he told Autosport.

He said that, moving forward, 
the organizing committee wou-
ld remain in contact with the 
FIA on matters concerning the 
Grand Prix.

World of football 
awaiting update 
on Alex Ferguson
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Picasso nude in RockefelleR 
auction may helP bReak a RecoRd 

Pablo Picasso’s “Young Girl with a Flower 
Basket,” will star in a Rockefeller collection going 
on the block starting May 8 at Christie’s. The Pi-
casso, estimated at about USD100 million, is the 
highest valued of more than 1,500 Rockefeller 
lots, which include other Impressionist master-
pieces, duck decoys and the dinner service that 
Napoleon took to his exile in Elba.

The painting is among 45 Picasso works estima-
ted to fetch more than $305 million at New York 
auctions in the next two weeks. Sellers include 

embattled billionaire casino mogul Steve Wynn 
and the estate of Joan and Preston Robert Tisch.

With $212 million of Picasso works having al-
ready sold at auction this year, according to Ar-
tprice.com, 2018 is shaping up as the best ever for 
the Spanish master. 

Wynn is parting with Picasso’s 1943 self-portrait 
in a striped sailor shirt, “Le Marin.” Estimated at 
about $70 million, it will be offered during Chris-
tie’s evening sale of Impressionist and modern art 
on May 15.

25-45
Good

10-30
Good

opinion

Jumping into the crowd

We would like to be able to say that out of the 
blue, the Legislative Assembly took the bold 
step to recommend to the MSAR government an 
overall amendment of the 1993 laws regarding 
the rights to public demonstrations and public 
meetings. But we cannot… since this move has, 
to some extent, followed logically from an appa-
rently revisionist will to challenge certain legisla-
tion such as the judiciary law. Albeit the general 
intention is one to update and upgrade, or to 
reform and adapt, we have to be prudent when 
evaluating this ambitious aggiornamento, regar-
dless of whether or not the package is wrapped 
up and labeled as a legitimate and necessary 
improvement in keeping with the development of 
society, and far from any veiled plan to discard 
the laws of Macau as if it was about a maladjus-
ted cast or fundamentalist rococo.

First, we have to admit that the modus operandi 
strikes a note of awe at something that is usually 
named political strategy, and secondly, we would 
care to point to some potential flaws and actual 
worries. Phase one of the legislative amendment 
took the shape of an apparent innocuous replace-
ment of the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau as 
the department to be notified of a demonstration 
or public meeting for the Public Security Force. 
However, it is a switch that would not go unnoti-
ced anywhere else - forgive the double negative.

From this bureaucratic phase, the idea to 
amend the law followed sound analogy and 
common sense in the form of an interrogation: 
if we are to pick the regulatory framework to put 
PSP as the place to notify about demonstrations 
and meetings, why not take the opportunity to 
address other flaws?

At this point a related question emerges: flaws, 
what flaws? Disconnected sentencing is not only 
a symptom but proof that the law should be impro-
ved to avoid different verdicts on similar cases.

Should we be concerned about a revision of 
such an important right for MSAR people? Yes 
and no!

No, if we are to extrapolate a mantra from the 
explanation the government gave about the re-
placement of IACM by PSP: the change would 
not decrease a resident´s right to demonstrate. 
No, if we acknowledge that there is no draft pro-
posal yet!

Should we worry? Yes, cautiously. When the 
zeitgeist seems to be one of integration we have 
to demand that the autonomy of the Basic Law 
should not be diminished vis-a-vis a particular 
reading that China’s constitutional framework 
makes of fundamental rights.

If Macau is to nurture its own system, it has to 
cherish article 40 of the Basic Law which grants 
that “the rights and freedoms enjoyed by Macau 
residents shall not be restricted unless as pres-
cribed by law. Such restrictions shall not contra-
vene the provisions of the first paragraph”- IC-
CPR and ICESCR.

The truth is that the dwindling numbers seen in 
the 2018 May First demonstrations seem to en-
dorse that legislative priorities be given to other 
areas of law. Eight hundred residents voicing 
their concerns about Pearl Horizon or the Ga-
ming world, plus a sole demonstrator on his own 
– it almost behooves one to help the solitary voi-
ce by jumping into the crowd so as not to support 
ideas of a hypothetical theory on representative 
demonstrations.

Forgive us for the gloomy note but to nurture 
the second system - as is the convention to ad-
dress Macau autonomy - does not sit well as per 
the famous line of the cynical expatriate in Ca-
sablanca: we`ll always have Paris! Memories to 
fall back on!   

Rear Window
Severo Portela

israel-iran Prime 
Minister benjamin 
netanyahu yesterday 
stepped up his calls to 
end the Iranian nuclear 
deal as President 
Donald Trump weighs 
whether to withdraw the 
united States from the 
2015 agreement. 
More on p15

afghanistan A bomb 
blast inside a mosque 
in eastern Afghanistan 
that was being used 
as a voter registration 
center killed at least 14 
people and wounded 33, 
officials said. More on p13

gerMany High school 
students in germany 
have gathered tens of 
thousands of signatures 
in an online petition 
to complain about an 
“unfair” final English 
exam, saying the test 
was much harder than in 
previous years.

franCe President 
Emmanuel Macron 
acknowledged the 
“pain of colonization” 
Saturday during a 
visit to new Caledonia 
that was rich with 
symbolism and emotion 
as the South Pacific 
archipelago prepares 
to vote on whether to 
break free of French 
rule.

argentina’s peso has 
rebounded following the 
government’s decision 
to boost the reference 
interest rate to 40 
percent.

ColoMBia’s 
government and its last 
major rebel movement 
have agreed to continue 
peace talks in Cuba 
after Ecuador last month 
withdrew as host for the 
negotiations.

WitH just weeks to go 
before President Do-

nald Trump and North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un are 
expected to hold their first-e-
ver summit, Pyongyang yes-
terday criticized what it cal-
led “misleading” claims that 
Trump’s policy of maximum 
political pressure and sanc-
tions are what drove the North 
to the negotiating table.

The North’s official news 
agency quoted a Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesman warning 
the claims are a “dangerous 
attempt” to ruin a budding 
detente on the Korean Penin-
sula after Kim’s summit late 
last month with South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in.

At the summit, Kim agreed 
to a number of measures 
aimed at improving North-
South ties and indicated he 
is willing to discuss the denu-
clearization of the peninsula, 
though exactly what that wou-
ld entail and what conditions 
the North might require have 
not yet been explained.

Trump and senior U.S. offi-
cials have suggested repeate-
dly that Washington’s tough 
policy toward North Korea, 
along with pressure on its 
main trading partner China, 
have played a decisive role 
in turning around what had 
been an extremely tense situa-
tion. Just last year, as Kim was 
launching long-range missiles 
at a record pace and trading 
vulgar insults with Trump, it 
would have seemed unthinka-

ble for the topic of denucleari-
zation to be on the table.

But the North’s statement 
yesterday seemed to be ai-
med at strengthening Kim’s 
position going into his mee-
ting with Trump. Pyongyang 
claims Kim himself is the dri-
ver of the current situation.

“The U.S. is deliberately pro-
voking the DPRK at the time 
when the situation on the 
Korean Peninsula is moving 
toward peace and reconci-
liation,” the spokesman was 
quoted as saying. DPRK is 
short for the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, the 
North’s formal name.

Kim and Trump are expec-
ted to meet later this month or 
in early June.

Trump has indicated the 
date and place have been 
chosen and said he believes 
the Demilitarized Zone that 
divides the Koreas might be 
a good venue. Singapore was 
also believed to be a potential 
site.

Experts are split over whe-
ther Kim’s statement made 
with Moon at the DMZ marks 
a unique opening for progress 

or a rehash of Pyongyang’s 
longstanding demand for se-
curity guarantees.

Yesterday’s comments were 
among the very few the North 
has made since Trump agreed 
in March to the meeting. The 
spokesman warned the U.S. 
not to interpret Pyongyang’s 
willingness to talk as a sign of 
weakness. He also criticized 
Washington for its ongoing 
“pressure and military threa-
ts.” 

Before Trump meets Kim, 
Washington is hoping to gain 
the release of three Korean-A-
mericans accused of anti-state 
activities. Trump hinted the 
release of Kim Dong Chul, 
Kim Hak Song and Tony Kim 
was in the offing.

There was no sign of an im-
minent release yesterday, 
though the men had reporte-
dly been moved to the capital.

The White House, meanwhi-
le, has announced a separate 
meeting between Trump and 
Moon at the White House 
on May 22 to “continue their 
close coordination on develo-
pments regarding the Korean 
Peninsula.” AP

North Korea says US 
ruining mood of detente

An unidentified uniformed man adjusts his wristwatch in front of a clock of the Pyongyang Station. N. Korea 
readjusted its time zone to match S. Korea’s on Saturday and described the change as an early step toward 

making the longtime rivals “become one” following a landmark summit. 
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