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author wants to bring 
camões to wider audience

taiwan boosts domestic 
arms makers

A English language book about 
the relationship between poet 
Camões and Macau is being 
launched 

Taiwan is increasingly looking 
to boost domestic production 
that is reliable as well as 
technologically advanced P3

marina bay 
sands possible 
venue for kim- 
-trump summit 

South China Sea 
China’s first entirely 
home-built aircraft 
carrier has begun sea 
trials, underscoring how 
the country is building 
naval assets to assert its 
maritime claims in the 
South China Sea.

indoneSia An 
Indonesian family brought 
its 8-year-old daughter 
to a suicide bomb attack 
it launched yesterday on 
the police headquarters 
in the country’s second-
largest city, authorities 
said. More on p12

Japan A volcano in 
southern Japan seen in a 
James Bond film erupted 
yesterday, shooting 
grey smoke and ash 
thousands of meters into 
the sky.
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52 dEAd, 770 woundEd

Holy Land 
on fire

First 
witnesses 
heard in 
activists’ 
trial

PJ shows 
facilities 
as Costa 
Nunes case 
escalates
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Lawmaker Sulu Sou plea-
ded not guilty to all charges 

laid against him for his qualified 
disobedience to the police au-
thority’s command linked to a 
demonstration on May 15, 2016. 

Yesterday, Sou’s trial kicked 
off at the Court of First Instan-
ce. Sou is being trialed together 
with the first defendant of the 
case, Scott Chiang, who was the 
former president of the New Ma-
cau Association (NMA). 

Both denied the charges against 
them, having only confirmed the 
time and location mentioned in 
the summonses. 

On May 15, 2016, Sou and 
Chiang were part of a demons-
tration led by NMA against 
the Macao Foundation over a 
RMB100 million donation made 
by the foundation to Jinan Uni-
versity, in Guangdong.

During the trial, Chiang denied 
the accusation that indicated he 
“had intended or instigated” the 
demonstration’s participants to 
engage in certain protest beha-
viors, which were later deemed 
by the police to constitute diso-
bedience. 

In turn, Sou also denied the 

accusations regarding “diso-
beying” police orders and “en-
couraging others” or “leading 
others”.

The judge then questioned 
Sou’s intention behind visiting 
the Chief Executive’s (CE) offi-
cial residence (St. Sancha Pa-
lace) to deliver his appeal, ins-
tead of visiting the Government 
Headquarters.

Before Sou eventually threw a 
paper plane into the palacecom-
pound, the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) issued several ver-
bal warnings to Sou and others 
also at the scene who were re-
garded by PSP as forming part 
of the crowds led by both Sou 
and Chiang. The same questions 
were also posed to  Chiang. 

The main accusation stated 
that Sou and Chiang disobeyed 
the police’s command. However, 
Sou and Chiang confessed that 
they wondered about the legi-
timacy and legal grounds of the 
police’s command.  

As such, both Sou and Chiang 
claimed in their defense that it 
was their personal decision to 
deliver the letter to the CE’s of-
ficial residence, and they did not 
call on the demonstration parti-
cipants to join their walk to the 

St. Sancha Palace. Along their 
way, the police had set up bar-
riers to notify people that entry 
to the area was banned. 

Sou and  Chiang noted that 
they stopped in front of the cor-
don lines around the restricted 
area, hoping that they could 
deliver their letters to the Chief 
Executive directly. 

When questioned by their 
lawyers, Jorge Menezes and 
Pedro Leal, lawmaker Sou and 
Chiang both again confirmed 
that they did not cross the res-
tricted area. 

According to both defendants, 
public roads were clear for the 
vehicles and pedestrians to get 
through. 

Moreover, they said that the 
police never issued any war-
ning to themselves not to move 
forward. 

The trial resumed at 2.30 p.m., 
with six witnesses in total being 
called to the court to give their 
testimony. 

Originally, 13 witnesses were 
planned to testify at the trial yes-
terday afternoon. 

However, the unexpected long 
questioning of the first witness 
took three and a half hours. 

During this elongated period of 

time, approximately an hour was 
used to watch recording clips re-
lated to the case. 

The first witness, a PSP officer 
named Lam, was responsible for  
managing the demonstration or-
ders. 

In particular, Lam was de-
ployed to the Penha hill area and 
the government headquarters. 

He was also the police officer 
who announced verbal warnings 
to the crowds and to an allegedly 
illegal assembly, which was ac-
cused of having been led by Sou 
and Chiang. 

The crowds, based on the video 
clip played during the trial, con-
sisted mainly of journalists, with 
the police claiming that there 

were between 10 to 20 partici-
pants making up the illegal as-
sembly. 

During his testimony, Lam’s 
full honesty was doubted by one 
of the lawyers, who also doub-
ted Lam’s cooperation with the 
questions posed by the lawyers.  

Overall, the lawyers of the de-
fendants questioned Lam whe-
ther the transportation network 
was jammed due to Sou and 
Chiang, or due to other people’s 
behavior. 

According to Lam, for public 
security, the police set up bar-
ricades to prevent people from 
getting to one side of the palace.

However, one lawyer pointed 
out that the police would only 
ban one entry point to the area, 
which the defendants did not 
break into.

The lawyer noted that it was 
the police force who put up cor-
don lines around the restricted 
area, and who banned any mode 
of transportation along the rela-
ted street, not Sou and Chiang.

Previously, the New Macau As-
sociation had applied to assemb-
le at the Penha Hill garden, after 
the demonstration. However, 
the Civic and Municipal Bureau 
refused the application. 

When questioned by the lawyer 
whether he was aware of this, 
Lam at first denied it, before 
eventually admitting that he 
was aware of the fact after being 
questioned by the judge. 

Regarding one of the main 
points of questioning, that being 
whether the crowds jammed 
traffic while demonstrating, the 
lawyer also questioned one of 
the witnesses. 

The witness declared that the 
presence of crowds had some 
impact on traffic, but he did 
not state the degree of the im-
pact nor was he able to specify a 
number of vehicles which could 
not pass through the area. 

One of the lawyers stated that 
“even though I respect the wit-
ness, it seems he is not willing 
to cooperate” with the lawyer’s 
question. The lawyer suspected 
that the witness was providing a 
false testimony. 

Similar questions were asked to 
nearly all witnesses, who mainly 
consisted of police officers invol-
ved in the actions surrounding 
the related demonstration. 

With the exception of the first 
witness, who was questioned 
for three and a half hours, the 
prosecutors and the lawyers in 
court spent somewhere around 
30 minutes asking questions to 
the remaining witnesses.

The trial finished yesterday 
evening, at 7.53 p.m. It will re-
sume today at 9.30 a.m. at the 
Court of First Instance. 

Jorge Menezes, Sulu Sou and Scott Chiang 

CourTS 

Sulu Sou pleads not guilty, 
first witnesses heard  

 The 
unexpected 
long 
questioning of 
the first witness 
took three and 
a half hours
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People walk near the facade of the Marina Bay Sands integrated resort

Singapore, a highly 
manicured city-state sha-
ped by skyscrapers and 
luxury hotels, is prepa-

ring for the historic Trump-Kim 
summit. The Marina Bay Sands 
resort, which towers over Singa-
pore’s bustling financial district, 
is one of the possible venues for 
the June 12 meeting, AP repor-
ted yesterday. 

It Trump and Kim have inte-
rest in creating powerful optics 
— and both seem to be persona-
lities who would — the Vegas- 
style hotel and casino could be 
the ideal venue.

The three-tower, 2,561-room 
property, which opened in 2011, 
now competes with the Merlion 
statue as Singapore’s most ico-
nic landmark, dominating the 
skyline with a huge boat-like 
structure on top that houses a 
150-meter-long swimming pool.

The resort is owned by the Las 
Vegas Sands Corporation, who-
se billionaire chairman, Sheldon 
Adelson, was one of the biggest 
financial backers of Trump’s 
2016 presidential bid. But there 
could be security challenges to 
hosting the summit so close to 
Singapore’s busiest streets.

“As the official venue of the 
summit has not been announ-
ced yet, Marina Bay Sands has 
no comments on your questions 
relating to the event,” Val Chua, 
communications director at Ma-
rina Bay Sands, said in an email.

What is expected to be the most 
crucial international diplomatic 
event of the decade will bring a 
bombastic set of personalities to 
the small island nation, namely 
tough-talking President Donald 
Trump and North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, a brash young ru-
ler with a nuclear arsenal.

Whatever the outcome, the 
meeting will be a media specta-
cle. While the venue has yet to 
be announced, rooms appear to 
be fully booked on days surrou-

nding the summit at the Shan-
gri-La hotel and the Marina Bay 
Sands resort, two major proper-
ties seen as potential locations 
for the meeting, judging from 
reservation services on their 
websites or online travel com-
panies. Other hotels say they’ve 
also seen increased reservations 
since the summit was announ-
ced.

Here is a look at other possible 
venues, and why Singapore was 
likely chosen over more obvious 
locations:

wHY Singapore?
Singapore appears to be a safe 

pick for the summit. It has clo-
se ties with the United States as 
a major trade and investment 
partner, and has also maintai-
ned diplomatic relations with 
North Korea since 1975. While 
Singapore’s tight control over 
political activities and media has 
drawn criticism, it’s also what 

makes the country an ideal lo-
cation for a high-security event 
like the Trump-Kim summit.

Analysts, meanwhile, say the 
decision to meet in Singapore 
may suggest that Trump is en-
tering the talks with tempered 
expectations.

A summit in Pyongyang, North 
Korea’s capital, would have been 
a tremendous propaganda coup 
for Kim, who desperately craves 
international legitimacy. For 
Trump, Pyongyang would have 
been the only place in the wor-
ld where he would command 
more attention than Kim, and a 
dramatic stage to showcase the 
deal-making skills he speaks so 
proudly of.

Trump would have claimed 
a summit in Washington as a 
major diplomatic win. But Kim 
could have done the same by 
presenting the invitation as a 
symbol of U.S. commitment to a 
security guarantee for the North.

Settling for Singapore proba-
bly shows Trump isn’t immedia-
tely seeing a significant deal on 
the table, said Du Hyeogn Cha, 
a visiting scholar at Seoul’s Asan 
Institute for Policy Studies.

“It was clear Trump was ne-
ver going to Pyongyang unless 
he was sure he will return with 
a deal big enough to silence his 
critics at home, such as a firm 
agreement from North Korea 
for a quick and complete nu-
clear disarmament,” Cha said 
by phone. “Kim was never going 
to Washington, D.C., unless the 
United States promises to lift 
sanctions against the North up-
front.”

SHangri-La HoTeL
The Shangri-La appears to be 

the most obvious fit. The 747-
room hotel has a wealth of expe-
rience in hosting high-security 
events, including the historic 
2015 summit between Chinese 

President Xi Jinping and Taiwa-
nese President Ma Ying-jeou, 
the first meeting between lea-
ders of the two sides since they 
split in 1949.

The hotel also hosts the annual 
Shangri-La Dialogue, widely 
seen as Asia’s most important 
security forum, bringing toge-
ther defense ministers and high- 
level government officials from 
across the region.

This year’s Shangri-La Dialo-
gue, set for June 1-3, will inclu-
de a session titled “Deescalating 
the North Korean crisis.” If the 
Shangri-La hotel is chosen for 
the Trump-Kim meeting, much 
of the security preparations mi-
ght already be in place.

“The hotel has not received 
confirmation on the venue and 
is not in a position to make 
any comments on behalf of the 
stakeholders involved in the 
preparation of this summit,” 
Monica Alsagoff, Shangri-La’s 
communications director, said 
in an email.

SenToSa iSLanD
There’s media speculation that 

North Korea would prefer the 
secluded island resort of Sen-
tosa, located about 20 minutes 
from the city center, because 
of security reasons. However, 
it’s questionable whether there 
would be enough rooms at the 
island’s hotels to accommodate 
what’s likely to be a huge num-
ber of delegates, security per-
sonnel and reporters.

If the summit is held on Sento-
sa, the island’s relatively bigger 
properties such as the Capella 
Singapore and Resorts World 
Sentosa could be possible loca-
tions. MDT/Agencies

Marina Bay Sands possible 
venue for Trump-Kim summit 

 Adelson 
was one of 
the biggest 
financial 
backers of 
Trump’s 2016 
presidential bid
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The PJ showed a children’s questioning room

PJ responds to critics about 
investigation on Costa Nunes case

Renato Marques

THe Judiciary Police (PJ) 
responded to critics yes-

terday afternoon, during a 
press conference, over the in-
vestigation methods employed 
during the ongoing investiga-
tion of sexual abuse allegedly 
committed by a staff member 
against several children at D. 
Jose da Costa Nunes Kinder-
garten. 

Duriang a press conference 
held earlier by lawmaker Ag-
nes Lam and parents of repor-
tedly abused children, the PJ 
was criticized for the staff’s 
lack of knowledge in questio-
ning children regarding this 
matter, as too many repetitive 
questions were posed to the 
children. “All the investigation 
inspectors [involved in the 
mentioned case] have received 
training, in both Hong Kong 
and Macau, to deal with such 
cases, namely with cases invol-
ving domestic violence and se-
xual abuse,” the sub-inspector 
Leong Kuok Hei said. Leong 
added that, “during the pro-
cess, children to be questioned 

can by accompanied by one or 
two people they trust.”

While accompanying the me-
dia into the questioning faci-
lities, Leong noted, “children 
can stay here for 30 minutes 
to one hour prior to questio-
ning. During that period, they 
can play and relax and our ins-
pectors will also use that time 
to assess their language and 
thinking capabilities [to reply 
to the questioning].”

Leong also noted that the de-
signated room and pre ques-
tioning procedure is normally 
used with children under the 
age of 11 years, but the main 
leading factor is the “capabi-
lity of reading and reviewing 
their own testimonies.”

The questioning room and 
procedure was acknowledged 
by Leong to have become ope-
rative during 2016 after the 
enactment of the Domestic 
Violence Law, which estab-
lished such rules and procedu-
res.

Regarding the case, the PJ 
spokesperson added, “for the 
time being, we have seven ca-
ses reported of children of the 

same group,” she said, adding, 
“four of them already came to 
the PJ to give their testimony, 
and as for the other three, only 
the parents have spoken to the 
police.”

It was also added that, when 
receiving a report, the PJ will 
put the alleged victims directly 
in contact with the investiga-
tors taking care of the case, 
avoiding the inconvenience of 
giving testimony upon arrival 
at the complaint service and 
again to the inspectors chosen 
to run the case.

Replying specifically to the 
criticism that the police ask 
the same questions too many 
times, the PJ spokesperson 
said, “we try not to repeat the 
same questions many times 
but there are some matters 
that need to be clarified.”

Resident scammed over attempt 
to hire a prostitute
A local 24-year-old male was scammed and 

lost around HKD33,000 over an attempt to 
hire a prostitute via the Internet mobile applica-
tion WeChat.

The incident occurred on May 10 when the man 
claimed to have been contacted by a woman of-
fering to provide sexual services. Two days later, 
they arranged a meeting in town but at the ar-
ranged time, the man received a phone call from 
another man asking him to provide payment in 
advance through point card’s “My Card.”

He accepted and went to the closest convenien-
ce shop to acquire these cards, sending the codes 
to the person who contacted him by photogra-
phing the cards.

This process was repeated for over two hours 
until the man realized that he had been scam-
med and reported the case to the Judiciary Police 

(PJ). He is said to have lost a total of HKD32,762.
In a separate case, the same police force repor-

ted that a local resident (84) died after falling 
from the 12th floor from his apartment building 
located at Estrada Marginal do Hipodromo.

According to the report, the case occurred 
around 8 p.m. on May 12 after the family had 
dinner.

While the woman was cleaning the kitchen, the 
man allegedly fell through one of the windows 
of the house under conditions that are as yet, 
unexplained. According to the PJ spokesperson, 
it was the police who warned the wife about her 
husband’s death as she had not noticed that he 
was not in the house.

The case is still under investigation to determi-
ne the sequence of events that led to the man’s 
death.  RM

 
For the time 
being we have 
seven cases 
reported of 
children of the 
same group.

LEoNG KUoK HEI
JUDICIARY PoLICE

HEAlTH 

SSM urges residents to check measles immunity status
THe Health Bureau 

(SSM) urged local re-
sidents born before 1970 
to acquire the measles 
vaccination if they do not 
already have immunity to 
the disease.

The call followed the bu-
reau’s confirmation that a 
local resident was diag-
nosed with the disease af-
ter traveling to Singapore 
and Malaysia in April.

According to an SSM 
statement released on 
Friday, the 47-year-old 
woman visited the two 
Southeast Asian coun-
tries in a tour group from 
April 20 to 25. 

The patient, who began 
exhibiting measles symp-
toms on May 5, went to 
a local clinic on that day 
and another clinic on 
May 7 for treatment.

The health authorities 
are following up on the 
condition of individuals, 
including the patient’s 
family members and tra-
vel companions, who had 
close contact with her.

The bureau classified 
the case as the first meas-
les case in the city this 
year.

Lam Chong, head of the 
Centre for Disease Con-

trol, stressed that it is 
crucial for the majority of 
the population to check 
their measles immunity 
status, citing the recent 
measles epidemic in Eu-
rope. 

In addition to Japan 
and Taiwan, Lam remin-
ded residents that meas-
les is prevalent in many 
Southeast Asian and Eu-
ropean countries. 

He urged parents not to 
take their children who 
have not had a measles 
shot to these countries 
and regions.

“In the recent years, due 
to a drop in the measles 
vaccination rate, the di-
sease became a problem 
again [in Europe], with a 
measles outbreak sprea-
ding to countries like 
France,” said Lam, as ci-

ted in a TDM report.
However, the official 

said that over 95 percent 
of local residents are im-
mune to measles, im-
plying that an epidemic is 
unlikely.

He said that   isolated 
measles case – whether 
local or from overseas 
– would not lead to the 
spread of measles in Ma-
cau.
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 Currently, 
Sands China 
accounts for 
70 to 80 pct of 
the company’s 
total business 
volume

A micro-sized logistics 
enterprise in the city 
has experienced a ten-
fold increase in its sa-

les revenue since its partnership 
with Sands China started over a 
decade ago.

Established in 1991, Chi Kei 
Fo Van (Transportation) started 
providing services to Sands Chi-
na when it opened Sands Macao 
in the SAR in 2004.

Since then, the firm has expe-
rienced significant growth in its 
business. They have increased 
their number of vehicles from 
two medium-sized vans to a to-
tal of seven today, including lar-
ge-scale vehicles, mini vans and 
refrigerated vehicles.

The enterprise has been servi-
cing the integrated resort ope-
rator by removing construction 
waste related to new property 
openings, transporting any was-
te that needs to be taken to lan-
dfill, and re-allocating large size 
furniture or machines within 
the properties.

Chi Kei Fo Van started the bu-
siness with seven full time em-
ployees and has now grown to 
twelve full-time staff with seve-
ral casual and flex-time workers.

“We benefit from Sands Chi-
na’s expansion because it has 
created more business opportu-
nities for small companies like 
ours,” said Si Tou Peng Chio, 
the owner of the local firm.

Currently, Sands China ac-
counts for 70 to 80 percent of 
their total business volume.

Chi Kei Fo Van is one of four 
winners in the Service Excellen-
ce Category of the 2017 Sands 
Supplier Excellence Awards, 

awarded in recognition of their 
contributions to the city’s reco-
very effort after Typhoon Hato.

The Sands Supplier Excellence 
Awards recognises the coopera-
tion and service of several of its 
outstanding suppliers. 

Nearly 30 companies were 
nominated for the previous 
Sands Supplier Excellence 
Awards by Sands China’s busi-
ness units and employees, care-
fully selected from among thou-
sands of service providers and 
suppliers that work with the 
company. 

The companies nominated re-
present diverse industries such 
as construction and develop-
ment; furniture, fixtures and 
fittings; facilities and services; 
hotel supplies; food and bevera-
ge; and many others. 

Since the firm’s accolades at 
the 2017 Sands Supplier Exce-
llence Awards, the local com-
pany has also been recognized 
by new clients requesting the 
firm to provide a range of servi-
ces both in the public and priva-
te sector. 

The company has been awar-
ded for wholeheartedly suppor-

ting Sands China’s daily opera-
tions and typhoon relief efforts 
after Hato caused extensive 
damage to the region back in 
August.

The local SME helped to trans-
port bottled water to Sands Chi-
na properties, sending 12 of its 
workers with two vehicles to 
transport over 2,000 cases of 
bottled water well into the early 
hours of the morning.

“We didn’t have any hesita-
tion to help. Fortunately, we 
didn’t have any losses during 
the typhoon so we took on the 
mission to help others. We only 
charged for manpower and 
fuel,” said the entrepreneur.

Recalling the aftermath of 
Typhoon Hato, Sands China 
extended a program of ongoing 
support to its local SME su-
ppliers.

It offered a 50 percent advance 
payment for purchase orders or 
contracts issued during the re-
mainder of 2017. 

Based on the average mon-
thly spend of the three types of 
SME suppliers – small- and me-
dium-sized enterprises (SMEs), 
Macao young entrepreneurs, 
and “Made-in-Macao” enter-
prises – the estimated total 
value of this 50 percent advance 
payment during the final four 
months of the year amounted to 
approximately USD25 million 
(MOP200 million).

Sands China did not cancel any 
purchase orders or contracts as 
a result of local SME suppliers 
not being able to deliver goods 
or services on time due to the 
typhoons. Instead, these su-
ppliers were given the option to 

cancel their purchase orders or 
contracts without any penalty 
from Sands China.

Sands China considers its su-
ppliers to be partners in mutual 
success, acknowledging that by 
working hand-in-hand, they 
would be better able to meet the 
company strategy of delivering 
excellent service to its guests 
and visitors.

“We’ve always had good com-
munication with the procure-
ment team of Sands China. We 
receive simple and direct com-
munication so no orders are 
missed,” said the owner. 

Chi Kei Fo Van is slated to 
benefit from Sands China’s up-
coming USD1.1 billion project, 
The Londoner Macao.

“The preparation and cons-
truction period [of The Londo-
ner] will bring sales growth to 
our business,” he said.

“Our thanks go to Sands China 
for supporting local SMEs for so 
many years,” Si Tou remarked.

Sands China sees it as its mis-
sion to support local SME su-
ppliers, continually hosting a se-
ries of SME programs to provide 
a platform for these enterprises 
to increase their sales revenue.

As a company based in Macau, 
Sands China is proud to have 
taken innovative steps to assist 
local SMEs.

With these initiatives, local 
SMEs can grow together with 
the gaming operator.

“We have been in business with 
Sands China for many years, 
even before the SME programs 
were launched. So with these 
initiatives, we gleaned more bu-
siness and support from diffe-
rent operators,” he added.

Chi Kei Fo Van currently ser-
ves some 10 clients including 
government departments, pri-
vate firms and integrated resort 
operators.

This article is sponsored by  
Sands China Ltd.

Local firm records ten-fold increase in 
revenue since working with Sands China
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Author hopes to bring Camões 
presence in Macau to wider audience
Renato Marques

A new book about one of the 
most highlighted persona-

lities in Portuguese poetry of all 
time – Luis Vaz de Camões – is 
being launched in Macau this 
week.

Authored by Portuguese his-
torian and Camões-enthusiast, 
Eduardo Ribeiro, the book por-
traits the poet and his presence 
in Macau and Asia.

Published in English, “Camões 
in Asia” is an overview of the 
poet that puts together the most 
important aspects of many other 
published materials about the 
poet, most of which have only 
been published in Portuguese. 
According to  Ribeiro, the pu-
blication is a way of reaching “a 
broader spectrum of readers.” 

“This is not a reprint [in En-
glish language of previous 
books] but a gist of my investi-
gative work about the presence 
of Camões in Macau,” the au-
thor told the Times. Ribeiro’s 
research began from a previou-
sly-written text titled, “Roteiro 
Histórico de Camões no Orien-
te” (Camões’ historic route in 
the East) which has been pub-

lished in the book “Camões no 
Oriente” (Camões in the East). 
It also served as a base for the 
creation of a timeline of stories 
included in this new book that 
address the voyage of the poet to 
the East. It starts with Camões’ 
departure from Lisbon in March 
1553 and follows his return to 
the kingdom in April 1570.

The author said the purpose 

of providing the gist of previous 
books comes from his awareness 
that “they don’t have anything. 
Neither the English speakers 
nor the Chinese who can’t speak 
and read Portuguese,” adding, 
“there are a lot of people eager 
to know about Camões and who 
just can’t access the correct in-
formation,” Ribeiro noted. Ri-
beiro recalls that during the 28 

years that he lived in the region, 
he read many things written in 
the English language that made 
no sense at all. Much of the 
“nonsense” that he read did not 
“just copy some of that blunders 
that some Portuguese wrote, but 
they also invented a lot of “new” 
things [presented as facts].”

The author self-proposed to fix 
this gap in the literature by wri-
ting a book capable of reaching a 
broader audience and providing 
a better perspective on the poet.
As for the biggest challenges 
presented in this book, Ribeiro 
identifies two of them, namely 
“the translation itself and its re-
lation to the content.” 

“It took us [him and the trans-
lator] two and half months of 
intensive and daily hard work to 
be able not to just have a correct 
translation but also to grant that 
the content and what I really 
wanted to say in my own words 
would be there,” he said, adding 
that the book is “my gift back to 
Macau and to all [this region] 
gave me for many years.”

The book is based on data ga-
thered in “Asia’s Chronicler” 
Diogo do Couto (1542-1616). 
Camões knew Diogo do Cou-

to for approximately one year, 
and they travelled together back 
to the Kingdom. The book lau-
nch will occur on May 20 at 
5.30 p.m. at the Macau Military 
Club and only a limited number 
of copies will be for sale at the 
Portuguese Bookshop. The au-
thor has appealed to friends and 
connoisseurs, who have gone 
through his work in the Portu-
guese language, to not acquire 
the limited copies saying: “Plea-
se don’t buy this book if you 
can read Portuguese and have 
access to my previous works. I 
really want these very few co-
pies to stay for those who can’t 
access the information in ano-
ther way,” he appealed during 
the interview to the Times. He 
expressed hopes that “many 
non-Portuguese speakers wou-
ld be present at the book launch 
and make good use of the book.”

The book is an edition from 
the Macau Scientific and Cultu-
ral Centre in Lisbon. Its launch 
will begin with a presentation 
by Professor Carlos André from 
Coimbra University who is cur-
rently leading the Pedagogic 
and Scientific Portuguese Cen-
ter of the Macau Polytechnic 
Institute.

Camões’ presence in Macau is 
controversial, with some histo-
rians saying that the poet was 
never in the enclave, whilst 
others assure that he wrote part 
of his masterpiece “Os Lusía-
das” here. 



tue 15.05.2018

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 7
 

 ad

xi
n

h
ua

AppLicaTionS for the Guang-
dong & Macao Branded Produc-

ts Fair 2018 kick off today and will be 
open until May 28, targeting local en-
terprises that retails made-in-Macau 
products, local brands, overseas pro-
ducts and products from Portuguese-s-
peaking countries distributed by local 
agents.

Jointly organized by the Macau Trade 
and Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM) and the Department of Com-
merce of Guangdong, the “Macau SME 
Exhibition Subsidy Scheme” is also 
applicable to the Guangdong & Macao 
Branded Products Fair 2018.

The fair will be held in the Venetian 
Macao and will last for three days from 
July 27. 

Guangdong & Macao Branded Pro-
ducts Fair 2018 will celebrate its 10th 
anniversary and will continue assis-
ting Guangdong and Macau, as well 
as countries along the Belt and Road 
route, in developing multilateral econo-
mic and trade markets and reinforcing 

collaboration, IPIM said in a statement.
An array of products will be showca-

sed at the 2018 fair, including souve-
nirs, food, daily necessities, cultural and 
creative projects, and products of time 
honored brands. 

More elements of the Belt and Road 
Initiative are also added to this year’s 
exhibition, according to the organizers. 

Also, in celebration of the anniversary, 
the Macau Products Exhibition & Sales 
Area will feature new themes and high-
quality products. The Macao Franchise 
Expo 2018 will also be held concur-
rently.

Ieng Weng Fat, a member of the Cultural In-
dustrial Fund (FIC), has suggested the estab-

lishment of an integrated center for the cultural 
industry strategy of the Greater Bay Area.

On last Friday a forum on the cultural coope-
ration between the cities within the Greater Bay 
Area was held in mainland China.

During the proceedings of the forum, Ieng 
suggested that the cities involved in the area 
should establish a cultural development fund 
in order to support the cultural development of 
the area. 

Ieng hopes that the cultural industry in the 
Greater Bay Area can later spark the cultural 
trade. 

On the sidelines of the forum, Ieng said he be-
lieves that the cultural strategy center does not 
necessarily have to be located in Macau, althou-
gh he deems such a fund able to help the deve-
lopment of Macau’s cultural industry. 

Ieng further hopes that by bringing up his own 
suggestions it can lead to the creation of addi-
tional advantageous policies for Macau once the 
Greater Bay Area plan comes out, in the future. 

Zhuhai police raid 
illegal currency 
exchange stores
Zhuhai police authorities raided and 
shut down dozens of illegal currency 
exchange operations at the Gongbei 
underground shopping mall. Chinese 
media reports noted that over 100 
police officers conducted the raid of 
the stores located near the escalators 
of the Gongbei checkpoint, detaining 
a number of staff and those operating 
the stores. The suspects were then 
handcuffed and all currency was seized 
from the store. The raid came after 
those arrested reportedly exchanged 
counterfeit money from stores that are 
licensed as liquor and dry good stores, 
yet conduct unlicensed businesses in 
their back rooms.

Artists to hold talk 
on photography 
exhibition 
The artist-photographers of the 
collective exhibition “Visual Thinking” 
will give a talk this Saturday at 4 p.m. at 
Creative Macau. “Visual Thinking” is a 
contemporary photography exhibition, 
for which the artists created a series 
of photographic works enhanced with 
various techniques and manipulations, 
visually conveying the theme. The 
artists showcased in the exhibition 
include Antonio Mil-Homens, Hugo 
Teixeira, Lampo Leong, Li Li, Noah Ng 
Fong Chao and Ricardo Meireles. The 
exhibition kicked off last month.

MOP10 banknotes 
issued in the 90’s 
to halt circulation
The withdrawal period for MOP10 
banknotes issued in 1991 and 1995 
will end on May 26.  Thereafter, that 
banknote cannot be used as currency 
in the market. The Monetary Authority 
of Macao (AMCM) reminds citizens 
in possession of the aforementioned 
banknotes to have their notes 
exchanged at Banco Nacional 
Ultramarino and Bank of China before 
the May 26 deadline.   The two Issuing 
Banks have no further obligation to 
exchange such notes with the public 
after the end of the final withdrawal 
period, AMCM noted. 

Zhang Xiaoming

Official pledges to respect 
views of the SARs
Beijing’S top offi-

cial in charge of Hong 
Kong and Macau af-
fairs has pledged to 

respect the views of the two 
SARs, with regards to its in-
tegration with the mainland’s 
economic and infrastructure 
development.

The director of the State Cou-
ncil’s Hong Kong and Macau 
Affairs Office, Zhang Xiao-
ming, noted that the capital 
should also use approaches ini-
tiated by the two SARs.

“We need to have mutual res-
pect, and put ourselves in each 
other’s shoes. In particular, we 
need to give enough respect to 
the views of the Hong Kong 
and Macau governments,” said 
Zhang, as cited in a report is-

sued by the South China Mor-
ning Post.

“For example, in managing 
Hong Kong and Macau affairs, 
there will be different accepta-
ble approaches, and we shou-
ld try to use the approach put 
forth by the two governments,” 
the top official added.

Although Zhang stressed the 
significance of Beijing’s “one 
country, two systems” formula 
for governing Hong Kong, he 
noted that cross-border affairs 
could not be handled the same 
way as the mainland provinces.

He also stressed the need 
to use methods and language 

which is easily acceptable by 
both SARs’ societies when pro-
moting Beijing’s policies in a 
bid to “obtain the best sociopo-
litical results.”

According to him, Beijing 
will roll out further policies 
to help people from Hong 
Kong and Macau work, stu-
dy and do business more 
easily in the mainland. 
Zhang also emphasized the 
need to build cross-border 
projects based on interna-
tional standards, including 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau Bridge, which has fa-
ced several safety concerns. 
“There is a need to seriously 
evaluate Hong Kong and Ma-
cau societies’ reactions, and to 
do such projects well,” he said.

IPIM calls for applicants 
for products fair

Center suggested for 
Greater Bay Area 
cultural industry
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Investors watch trading boards at a private stock market gallery in Kuala Lumpur

AirAsia shares drop after CEO 
says sorry for backing ex-PM

EDP jumps above Chinese bid as 
investors seen demanding more 
Joao Lima

EDp-energiaS de 
Portugal SA surged the 

most in a decade to above 
the bid made by China 
Three Gorges Corp., an in-
dication the Chinese utili-
ty may have to sweeten its 
offer to gain full control of 
its affiliate.

Three Gorges is offering 
9.1 billion euros (USD10.9 
billion) to buy the stock 
that it doesn’t already own 
in EDP, a 4.8 percent pre-
mium to the closing price 
on Friday of Portugal’s 
biggest energy company. 
While the government in 
Lisbon has indicated it’s 
comfortable with the of-
fer, the price offers little 
incentive for shareholders 
to tender their stock.

“We believe the price of-
fered is too low for China 
Three Gorges to achie-
ve full control of a vehi-
cle that provides, among 
other things, a strategic 

footprint into U.S. re-
newables,” Javier Garri-
do, an analyst at JPMor-
gan Chase & Co., said in 
a note. “We expect mana-
gement and minorities to 
claim a higher price.”

For Three Gorges, which 
spent two decades buil-
ding a hydro-power plant 
spanning China’s Yangtze 
River, the deal would bols-
ter its efforts to expand 
abroad and give it deeper 
access to markets in Eu-
rope, the U.S. and Brazil. 
China’s biggest renewable- 
energy developer already 
is the largest shareholder 
of EDP with a 23 percent 
stake and now is seeking 
more than 50 percent.

“China Three Gorges is 
an ambitious company, 
with expansion already in 

international hydro, Chi-
nese onshore wind and 
floating solar, and Euro-
pean offshore wind,” said 
Angus McCrone, a senior 
analyst at Bloomberg New 
Energy Finance in Lon-
don. “It may have to do 
better on bid price than 
the 5 percent premium so 
far offered for EDP.”

Shares of EDP rose as 
much as 12 percent in Lis-
bon trading to as much as 
3.495 euros, above the bid 
of 3.26 euros announced 
on Friday after the close of 
trading.

The low premium offered 
by Three Gorges echoes 
the struggle by Fortum 
Oyj had in winning over 
investors in its bid for 
Uniper SE last year.

The Finnish utility of-

fered 8 billion euros to 
buy out the remainder 
of Uniper in September, 
immediately sending sha-
res of the German power 
generator above the offer 
prices. Uniper’s stock kept 
rising as electricity prices 
recovered and at one point 
were 20 percent above 
Fortum’s offer. At least 
for now, Fortum has sett-
led for a 47 percent stake 
it bought in Uniper from 
EON SE. Most other sha-
reholders decided to keep 
their stake.

The transaction would 
advance a wave of conso-
lidation among Europe’s 
leading utilities, which 
are acquiring assets and 
development skills in re-
newables as governments 
across the region crack 
down on pollution. EDP 
is one of Europe’s leading 
developers of renewable 
energy, building main-
ly wind farms and hydro 
plants. It has expanded in 

markets including Brazil 
and the U.S.

Other utilities such as 
Enel SpA and Iberdrola 
SA are unlikely to bid for 
EDP given the grasp Three 
Gorges already has, accor-
ding to Elchin Mamma-
dov, an analyst at Bloom-
berg Intelligence. “No 
other EU utility is likely to 
bid for EDP,” Mammadov 
said. “Enel and Iberdrola 
have ruled out large-sca-
le acquisitions in Europe. 
They would also try to 
avoid yet another bidding 
war in Europe.”

Speculation about a pos-
sible takeover of EDP has 
swirled for months. Por-
tuguese Prime Minister 
Antonio Costa last month 
signaled he wouldn’t in-
terfere with any takeover 
approach for EDP, saying 
it was a matter for sha-
reholders to decide.

Before the bid was made 
public Friday evening, 
Costa said he “has no ob-
jection” to a possible Three 
Gorges offer for EDP, ac-
cording to comments broa-
dcast by television channel 
SIC Noticias. Bloomberg 

Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

SHareS of regional bu-
dget airline AirAsia plun-
ged yesterday after its 
chief Tony Fernandes pu-

blicly apologized for supporting 
defeated Prime Minister Najib 
Razak in a historic election last 
week.

The vote ended with a victory 
for a four-party alliance led by 
Mahathir Mohamad, resulting in 
Malaysia’s first change of gover-
nment since it gained indepen-
dence from Britain in 1957.

Fernandes praised Najib’s 
coalition in a video released 
ahead of the polls. He was also 
pictured with Najib in an AirAsia 
plane emblazoned with the coali-
tion’s campaign slogan, with the 
cabin crew’s signature red uni-
forms swapped for ones in the 
coalition’s signature deep blue.

Fernandes apologized Sunday 
for “buckling” under government 
pressure. He said he was asked 
to remove former trade minis-
ter Rafidah Aziz, who openly su-
pported Mahathir, as chairman 
of his long-haul budget unit Air- 
Asia X and also to cancel extra 
flights at low fares ahead of the 
polls.

He did neither. But in his com-
ments over the weekend Fernan-
des said he was part of a highly- 
regulated industry where nearly 

everything requires government 
approval and was foolish to think 
that his endorsement would 
appease the government and 
protect jobs.

“Under the intense pressure, 
I buckled. It wasn’t right; I will 
forever regret it,” Fernandes said 
in videotaped comments. “It is 
still the happiest moment of my 
life that we have a new Malaysia 
that will give everyone an ama-
zing chance to reach the skies.”

AirAsia stocks fell as much as 
13 percent from their last traded 

price last Tuesday before market 
holidays during and after the 
May 9 election. They recovered 
some of that lost ground by mi-
dday yesterday, trading at 3.55 
ringgit, down 4 percent from 
Tuesday’s close.

The benchmark index also re-
bounded after opening lower, 
gaining 0.4 percent, while Ma-
laysia’s currency dipped in a 
knee-jerk reaction to uncertain-
ties over the change in govern-
ment.

The dollar was trading at 3.95 

ringgit (USD1) as of midday after 
climbing as high as 4.05 ringgit 
($1.03).

Malaysia’s economy grew at a 
robust, three-year high pace of 
5.9 percent last year, but some 
are concerned over his gover-
nment’s pledges to abolish an 
unpopular 6 percent goods and 
services tax, revive fuel subsidies 
and review big projects linked to 
China’s regional infrastructure 
initiative.

Mahathir has moved swiftly, 
naming as finance minister Lim 

Guan Eng, who headed the small 
but wealthy state of Penang for 
a decade. Lim is the first ethnic 
Chinese in 44 years to be appoin-
ted to the powerful post.

Mahathir also set up a special 
five-member economic council 
that includes a renowned former 
central bank governor and Hong 
Kong-based billionaire tycoon 
Robert Kuok, Malaysia’s richest 
man.

Those moves should underpin 
market confidence given that 
Lim, a trained accountant, has 
a track record of boosting Pe-
nang’s economy with investor-
friendly policies, Mizuho Bank 
in Singapore said in a research 
note. “Crucially, the appoint-
ment of the “Council of Elders” 
comprising pre-eminent poli-
cy-makers... lends credence and 
confidence to economic, finan-
cial and investment steward-
ship.”

It said any volatility will likely 
be short-lived as investors look 
to progressive policies.

Shares of construction com-
panies and those linked to for-
mer politicians tumbled yester-
day, but consumer stocks were 
boosted by hopes of an end to 
consumption tax. AP

 Speculation about a 
possible takeover of EdP 
has swirled for months

 Fernandes 
praised najib’s 
coalition in a 
video released 
ahead of the 
polls
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envoy to 
Washington
CHina said yesterday it is sending 

an envoy to the United States this 
week for talks aimed at cooling a tra-
de dispute that threatens to upend 
markets from soybeans to steel, and 
welcomed comments by President 
Donald Trump hinting at a possible 
easing of sanctions on embattled Chi-
nese telecoms firm ZTE.

The foreign ministry said Vice Pre-
mier Liu He will visit the U.S. from 
today to Saturday for consultations 
with U.S. Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin.

Ministry spokesman Lu Kang also 
said China appreciated tweets by 
Trump saying he would help ZTE 
Corp. get “back into business” becau-
se too many jobs in China are at stake 
after the U.S. government cut off ac-
cess to ZTE’s American suppliers.

“We think highly of the U.S. state-
ment regarding ZTE’s case. We are 
currently in close communication 
over details of the implementation,” 
Lu told reporters at a daily news brie-
fing.

Referring to Liu’s visit, Lu said Chi-
na was willing to work with the U.S. 
to “strive for positive and constructi-
ve outcomes from the next round of 
economic and trade discussions.”

Partially state-owned ZTE makes 
cellphones, network switching equi-
pment and other telecommunications 
equipment. Last month, the U.S. 
Commerce Department banned it 
from buying U.S. technology or com-
ponents for seven years after it misled 
regulators by failing to discipline em-
ployees involved in illegal exports and 
instead paid them bonuses.

Liu’s trip to Washington follows a 
visit by Mnuchin and other U.S. of-
ficials to Beijing earlier this month, 
where they conveyed a demand that 
China slash its trade surplus with the 
U.S. by USD200 billion by the end of 
2020.

An intensifying rivalry over advan-
ced technology has also fueled de-
mands by Washington that China 
give up policies that favor domestic 
companies. Beijing considers such 
programs as fundamental to its state-
driven economic model and vital for 
its future growth.

America’s trade deficit with China 
amounted last year to $337 billion in 
goods and services.

The intensifying trade dispute has 
rattled financial markets for weeks. 
In March, the Trump administration 
slapped tariffs on imported steel and 
aluminum. China counterpunched 
with tariffs on a range of U.S. produc-
ts, including bourbon and blue jeans.

An even higher-stakes fight looms 
over American allegations that Chi-
na steals technology and forces U.S. 
companies to hand over trade secre-
ts in exchange for access to the Chi-
nese market. The United States is 
considering imposing tariffs on up 
to $150 billion of Chinese products, 
and Beijing has countered with pro-
posed tariffs on $50 billion in Ame-
rican goods, including soybeans and 
small aircraft. AP

Trump offers US aid 
to penalized Chinese 
telecom company
In a surprising overture to 

China, President Donald 
Trump says he would help a 
Chinese telecommunications 
company get “back into bu-
siness,” saying too many jobs 
in China are at stake after the 
U.S. government cut off ac-
cess to its American suppliers.

At issue is the Commerce 
Department’s move last mon-
th to block the ZTE Corp., a 
major supplier of telecom ne-
tworks and smartphones ba-
sed in southern China, from 
importing American com-
ponents for seven years. The 
U.S. accused ZTE of mislea-
ding American regulators af-
ter it settled charges of viola-
ting sanctions against North 
Korea and Iran.

The case dates to before 
Trump took office in January 
2007 but the Commerce De-
partment’s decision came 
amid worsening trade ten-
sions between the U.S. and 
China centered on technolo-
gy-related intellectual pro-
perty.

Trump’s unexpected annou-
ncement yesterday [Macau 
time] came as the two coun-
tries prepared to continue 
trade talks in Washington 
this week. Given his past vows 
to stop the flow of U.S. jobs 
to China and crack down on 
what he says are unfair trade 

practices, Trump’s tweet of 
concern about Chinese jobs 
was something of a backflip.

“A reversal of the ZTE de-
cision could temporarily 
tamp down trade tensions by 
allowing the Chinese to make 
concessions to the U.S. wi-
thout losing face,” said Eswar 
Prasad, a professor of trade 
policy at Cornell University. 
“Trump may have recognized 
that backing off on ZTE clears 
the path for him to claim at 
least a partial victory in the 
US-China trade dispute based 
on the concessions the Chine-
se seem prepared to offer.”

ZTE, which has more than 
70,000 employees and has 
supplied networks or equip-
ment to some of the world’s 
biggest telecoms companies, 
said in early May that it had 
halted its main operations as 
a result of the department’s 
“denial order.”

Trump, who has taken a 
hard line on trade and tech-
nology issues with Beijing, 
tweeted that he and Chi-
nese leader Xi Jinping “are 
working together to give mas-
sive Chinese phone company, 
ZTE, a way to get back into 
business, fast. Too many jobs 
in China lost. Commerce De-
partment has been instructed 
to get it done!”

Expanding on Trump’s mes-

sage, White House deputy 
press secretary Lindsay Wal-
ters said in a statement, “The 
President’s tweet underscores 
the importance of a free, fair, 
balanced, and mutually be-
neficial economic, trade and 
investment relationship be-
tween the United States and 
China.”

It was not exactly clear what 
Trump was proposing for 
ZTE, or whether it would in-
volve rolling back the Com-
merce Department’s decision. 
The White House deferred to 
the Commerce Department 
on any specific questions re-
lating to ongoing regulator 
action.

In a later tweet, Trump su-
ggested the U.S. and China 
were moving forward on the 
trade negotiations, but it was 
not clear how the ZTE case 
would fit into the bigger pic-
ture.

“I’ve never seen a presi-
dent step in and reverse an 
agency decision like this. It’s 
not clear, of course, if he’s 
planning to really reverse it or 
think of a solution in a larger 
context, but it is something 
that is just out of the norm,” 
said Amanda DeBusk, the 
chair of the international tra-
de and government regula-
tions practice at the firm De-
chert LLP.

DeBusk, a former Com-
merce Department assistant 
secretary for export enfor-
cement, said Trump’s an-
nouncement indicates “he is 
looking to accomplish his ob-
jectives on trade with China 
on a much larger level.”

The widening trade dispute 
between the world’s two bi-
ggest economies has taken a 
toll on both sides. U.S. com-
panies that export to China 
have seen their goods held 
up at China’s ports amid tou-
gher inspections. The block 
on ZTE was a heavy blow for 
the company but also hurt the 
U.S. companies it buys from. 
According to IDC data, ZTE 
sources more than 40 percent 
of its components from the 
U.S., creating a multibillion-
dollar revenue stream for su-
ppliers like Qualcomm and 
Intel.

Chinese officials raised their 
objections to ZTE’s punish-
ment at trade talk in Beijing 
earlier this month, and the 
American delegation agreed 
to report them to Trump. ZTE 
has asked the department 
to suspend the seven-year 
ban on doing business with 
U.S. technology exporters. 
By cutting off access to U.S. 
suppliers of essential compo-
nents such as microchips, the 
ban threatens ZTE’s existen-
ce, the company has said.

At the Beijing talks, the 
Trump administration han-
ded China a list of hard-line 
demands that trade experts 
said could make it even more 
difficult to resolve the trade 
disputes. Both sides had been 
expected to dig in for a fight 
over their trade imbalance at 
this week’s talks.

But Trump set a more reas-
suring tone in a separate 
tweet, saying the two econo-
mic giants were “working well 
together on trade, but past 
negotiations have been so one 
sided in favor of China, for so 
many years, that it is hard for 
them to make a deal that be-
nefits both countries. But be 
cool, it will all work out!”

The U.S. imposed the pe-
nalty on Shenzhen-based 
ZTE after discovering that 
the company, which had paid 
a USD1.2 billion fine in the 
case, had failed to discipline 
employees involved and paid 
them bonuses instead.

Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross last month accused ZTE 
of misleading the department 
and warned, “This egregious 
behavior cannot be ignored.”

California Rep. Adam Schiff, 
the top Democrat on the inte-
lligence committee, criticized 
Trump for softening his stan-
ce on ZTE.

“Our intelligence agencies 
have warned that ZTE tech-
nology and phones pose a 
major cyber security threat. 
You should care more about 
our national security than 
Chinese jobs,” Schiff said in 
a tweet directed at Trump. AP
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Taiwan boosts domestic arms makers 
as Beijing’s warnings loom

XInHuA VIEw

PRC embraces major progress in civil aircraft
CHina is seeing major 

progress in three civil 
aircraft models, with the 
ARJ21 in operation, the 
C919 in flight tests and the 
CR929 in preliminary de-
sign, said their developer 
yesterday.    Embracing 
its 10th anniversary, the 
Commercial Aircraft Corp. 
of China (COMAC) has 
made great breakthroughs 
in cultivating a national ci-
vil aviation industry, said a 
statement from COMAC.

COMAC had realized the 
process of developing civil 

jetliners and formed a pro-
duct pedigree from short- 
medium-range narrow 
body to medium-long-ran-
ge wide-body aircraft.

The C919 large passen-
ger aircraft is undergoing 
flight tests at the test base 
in Yanliang, northwest 
China’s Shaanxi Provin-
ce.    China’s first self-de-
veloped trunk jetliner, the 
C919 underwent its suc-
cessful maiden flight on 
May 5, 2017, at Shanghai 
Pudong International Air-
port.    To date, COMAC 

has received 815 orders 
from 28 customers worl-
dwide.    The ARJ21 regio-
nal jetliner is now flying on 
eight routes for Chengdu 
Airlines. The carrier has 
five ARJ21s which have 
flown around 74,000 pas-
sengers.

The ARJ21 is a China-
developed jet with 78 to 
90 seats and a range up 
to 3,700 km. It made its 
maiden flight in June 2016 
and mass production star-
ted in September 2017. 

The China-Russia joint 

CR929 wide-body passen-
ger aircraft has entered 
the preliminary design 
phase, according to CO-
MAC.

Shanghai-based China- 
Russia Commercial Air-
craft International Corp. 
Ltd. (CRAIC), a joint ven-
ture of COMAC and Rus-
sia’s United Aircraft Corp., 
was set up in May 2017 to 
jointly develop the CR929.    
In early May, CRAIC an-
nounced that it had begun 
the joint concept definition 
phase for the body and 

tail.    The CR929 project is 
a further demonstration of 
China’s determination to 
boost its aviation industry 
following the C919 narrow- 
body aircraft.    It is also 
viewed as a major move 
to strengthen China’s pre-
sence in its surging civil 
aviation market, which is 
dominated by U.S.-based 
Boeing and Europe’s Air-
bus aircraft.

Founded on May 2008, 
COMAC has cultivated 
China’s civil aviation in-
dustrial system, leading 

and generating resources 
from 200 first-tier su-
ppliers from 15 countries 
and regions worldwide.    
More importantly, China’s 
domestic civil aviation in-
dustry capacity has been 
upgraded following the 
development of the three 
major models.    More 
than 200,000 experts 
from 200 companies and 
universities around the 
country have contributed 
to China’s independent 
development of civil avia-
tion. Xinhua

Ralph Jennings, Taichung

STanDing on his com-
pany’s sprawling campus 
in central Taiwan, Lin 
Nan-juh says he’s able to 

make any plane his island’s go-
vernment calls for.

“We can do whatever’s asked,” 
says Lin, president of Aerospace 
Industrial Development Corp., 
or AIDC, a leader in the defen-
se industry serving the isolated 
self-governing island that China 
claims as its own territory to be 
brought under its control by for-
ce if necessary.

It’s a bold statement with po-
tentially major significance for 
Taiwan’s democratic survival as 
it seeks to build up its domestic 
defense industry in the face of 
China’s warnings and the reluc-
tance of foreign arms suppliers 
to provide it with the planes, 
ships, submarines and other 
hardware it needs to defend its 
23 million people.

While the U.S. — which is le-
gally bound to respond to threa-
ts to Taiwan — continues to be 
its main arms supplier, Taiwan 
is increasingly looking to repla-
ce those politically fraught, tou-
ch-and-go deals with domestic 
production that is reliable as well 
as technologically advanced.

Taiwan’s indigenous systems 
are “both a source of national 
pride and a product of neces-
sity,” said David An, senior re-
search fellow with the Washin-
gton-based policy incubator 
Global Taiwan Institute. “As it’s 
commonly said, necessity is the 
mother of invention.”

The self-reliance policy has 
been strongly promoted by 
Taiwan’s pro-independence 
president, Tsai Ing-wen, whose 
government has been shunned 
by Beijing since shortly after she 

took office more than two years 
ago. Defense is included in Tsai’s 
economic program targeting 
eight industries for innovation 
and job creation, with the gover-
nment helping match its defense 
needs with the abilities of Taiwa-
nese companies.

China’s recent actions have un-
derscored the risk for Taiwan.

Beijing has been upping pres-
sure on the island by cutting its 
already tenuous diplomatic links 
and has sent military planes and 
an aircraft carrier close to the is-
land multiple times. China now 
has the world’s second-largest 
defense budget behind the U.S., 
significantly boosting its ability 
to blockade, attack and possibly 
invade Taiwan.

Taiwan’s domestic arms indus-
try got started in the 1970s, more 
than two decades after Chiang 
Kai-shek’s Nationalist forces fled 
to the former Japanese colony 
after Mao Zedong’s Communists 
seized power on the mainland in 
1949.

Adaption and development of 
foreign technology gave com-
panies such as AIDC much of 
what they needed to grow and 
help keep the peace with the 

mainland, said Mei Fu-shing, 
director of the Taiwan Security 
Analysis Center, a research and 
consulting practice based in New 
York.

“Indigenously developed and 
produced weapons have contri-
buted materially to deterrence in 
the Taiwan Strait over the past 
three or four decades,” Mei said.

Taiwan’s capabilities have im-
proved of late in both quality and 
technical sophistication, Mei 
said, pointing to the production 
of air-to-air missiles as an exam-
ple. “Taiwan’s defense indus-
try obviously has progressed,” 
making it less reliant on foreign 
sources, he said.

Along with protest actions 
from Beijing — including the 
suspension of exchanges with 
the U.S. military after a USD6.4 
billion arms package for Taiwan 
was announced in 2010 — U.S. 
sales are constrained by concer-
ns about the leaking of sensiti-
ve advanced technology across 
the 160-kilometer-wide Taiwan 
Strait to China.

Despite that, such sales conti-
nue, with the Trump adminis-
tration notifying Congress last 
year of its intent to approve se-

ven proposed deals for technical 
support, anti-radiation missiles, 
torpedoes and other technology 
valued at around $1.42 billion.

And last month, the adminis-
tration agreed to allow U.S. fir-
ms with the technology to build 
much-needed diesel-electric 
submarines. Taiwan’s navy to-
day operates just two aging subs 
bought from the Netherlands in 
the 1980s.

Analysts say sales of technology 
are less likely to prompt a strong 
response from China than those 
of complete systems such as pla-
nes or submarines.

Along with fighter jets and 
other aircraft, Taiwanese con-
tractors already make anti-ship, 
surface-to-air and air-to-air 
missiles, as well as missile boats 
and Clouded Leopard armored 
vehicles. Taiwan has long been 
known worldwide for its civilian 
high-tech industry and about 
200 small and mid-sized com-
panies work in defense.

AIDC and the National Chun-
g-shan Institute of Science and 
Technology are among the larger 
contractors. The aerospace firm 
reported sales income of $235 
million and a net profit in the 
third quarter of 2017, the most 
recent made public online.

More than 3,000 people work 
on new aircraft designs at AI-
DC’s tree-lined campus, com-
plete with a restaurant and a 
swimming pool. One of its planes 
marks a front entrance.

Despite the advances, Taiwan 
will never be able to quit buying 
advanced weapons from other 
countries, according to Defen-
se Ministry spokesman Chen 
Chung-chi. Propulsion systems 
and engines for ships and air-
craft are a particular need, and 
Taiwan sometimes finds that 
imports cost less than local pro-
duction.

Yet such sales carry the risk of 
being used as bargaining chips 
to gain concessions from Beijing, 
particularly on trade. Ultimate-
ly, officials in Washington might 
help Taiwan’s military again only 
if they see its capability decline, 
said Alexander Huang, strategic 
studies professor at Tamkang 
University in Taiwan.

“Taiwan worries that there mi-
ght be a time that we can’t buy 
the weapon system that we want, 
so we better build up our indige-
nous defense industry capabili-
ty,” Huang said.

 Taiwan’s 
indigenous 
systems are 
‘both a source 
of national 
pride and a 
product of 
necessity’

A Taiwanese Air Force Indigenous Defense Force (IDF) fighter aircraft (right) flies near a PRC aircraft over the Luzon Strait 
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Police vehicles are parked outside local police headquarters following an attack in Surabaya yesterday

IndonESIA

Police say new suicide 
bombings work of two families

SouTH KorEA

Moon praises North’s plan to dismantle nuke site
SouTH Korean Presi-

dent Moon Jae-in yes-
terday welcomed North 
Korea’s announcement 
that it is set to dismantle 
its only nuclear test site, 
calling it a start to the 
country’s nuclear disarma-
ment.

North Korea said Satur-
day that it will dismantle 
its northeastern Punggye- 
ri test site between May 
23 and 25 in the presence 
of local and international 
media. The dismantling 
would come before North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un and U.S. President 
Donald Trump meet for 
June 12 talks in Singapore 
expected to focus on Kim’s 

nuclear program.
Moon said that the Nor-

th’s move shows how sin-
cere the country is about 
making the talks between 

Kim and Trump a success. 
“This would be a prelimi-
nary step toward complete 
denuclearization,” Moon 
said during a meeting with 

his aides, according to his 
office.

Trump, in a tweet Sa-
turday, already thanked 
North Korea for its plan to 
dismantle the nuclear test 
site, calling it “a very smart 
and gracious gesture!”

After months of tensions 
over his nuclear and mis-
sile tests, Kim has been 
reaching out to Washin-
gton and Seoul since the 
beginning of the year. He 
sent a delegation to Fe-
bruary’s Winter Olympi-
cs in South Korea, held a 
landmark summit with 
Moon in April and last 
week released three Ame-
ricans detained in North 
Korea.

Kim is also willing to pla-
ce his nuclear program up 
for negotiations in return 
for security assurances, 
according to Seoul. But 
some experts still doubt 
how committed Kim is to 
taking serious disarma-
ment steps because his 
country was close to achie-
ving its goal of possessing 
nuclear missiles targeting 
the mainland U.S. after 
decades of struggle.

Moon’s office previou-
sly said Kim told Moon 
during their April 27 sum-
mit that he would allow 
not only outside journalis-
ts but also experts to wa-
tch the dismantling of the 
Punggy-ri test site. But the 

North’s announcement 
Saturday did not men-
tion anything about invi-
ting experts to Punggy- 
ri, spawning speculation 
that the North may want 
to hide some information 
about its past nuclear tes-
ts.

Some experts have 
downplayed the closu-
re of the Punggy-ri site, 
where all six of the Nor-
th’s known underground 
nuclear explosions ha-
ppened, saying it is alrea-
dy too unstable for more 
testing. Kim has denied 
such views, saying the site 
has two additional under-
ground tunnels that could 
be used for new tests. AP

Niniek Karmini, Surabaya

An Indonesian family brou-
ght its 8-year-old daughter 

to a suicide bomb attack it lau-
nched yesterday on the police 
headquarters in the country’s 
second-largest city, authorities 
said, a day after members of 
another family conducted coor-
dinated suicide bombings on 
three city churches that killed 12 
people.

National police chief Tito Kar-
navian said the girl, who was 
with two of the attackers on 
a motorcycle, survived being 
thrown by the blast at Surabaya’s 
police headquarters. The attack 
killed the four perpetrators. Six 
civilians and four officers were 
wounded.

The attack came just hours af-
ter police said the family that 
carried out the church bombings 
included girls aged 9 and 12.

The flurry of bombings raised 
concerns that previously bea-
ten-down militant networks in 
the world’s most populous Mus-
lim-majority nation have been 
reinvigorated by the return of 
some of the estimated 1,100 In-
donesians who went to fight with 
the Islamic State group in Syria. 
Experts have warned for several 
years that when those fighters 
return, they could pose a signifi-
cant threat.

IS claimed responsibility for 
the church bombings in a state-
ment carried by its Aamaq news 
agency. Karnavian, however, 
said earlier police comments 
that the family had spent time in 
Syria were incorrect.

He said the church bombers 
and the police headquarters at-

tackers were friends, as were 
another family whose home-
made bombs exploded in their 
apartment Sunday night.

The use of children in the atta-
cks has been particularly horri-
fying to people.

“This is terrifying,” said Tau-
fik Andrie, executive director of 
an institute that runs programs 
to help paroled militants reject 
extremism and rejoin society. 
“This is showing how extremist 
ideology can entrap children. 
Children have no choice. They 
can’t comprehend the decisions 
involved.”

All told, 25 people have died 
since Sunday including a total of 
13 militants and their children.

Indonesian President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo condemned 
the attacks as “barbaric” and 
vowed that authorities would 
root out and destroy Islamic mi-
litant networks. The top security 

minister, Wiranto, who uses one 
name, said the government will 
attempt to hasten passage of an 
updated anti-terrorism law that 
has languished in parliament.

A security camera video of 
the attack on Surabaya’s police 
headquarters showed at least 
one explosion after the four atta-
ckers rode two motorcycles up to 
a security checkpoint. The mo-
torcycles, which moved closely 
together, pulled up alongside a 
car and four officers manning 
opposite sides of the checkpoint.

Two men, apparently civilians, 
were walking into the area just 
meters from the motorcycles at 
the moment of the explosion, 
which a split second later was 
followed by a second possible 
blast.

Indonesia’s deadliest terrorist 
attack occurred in 2002, when 
bombs exploded on the tourist 
island of Bali, killing 202 people 

in one night, mostly foreigners. 
Jemaah Islamiyah, the al-Qaida 
affiliated network responsible 
for the Bali attacks, was oblitera-
ted by a sustained crackdown on 
militants by Indonesia’s coun-
terterrorism police with U.S. 
and Australian support. Its lea-
ders were killed in police raids 
and hundreds of militants were 
arrested.

Karnavian said the father of the 
family that carried out the chur-
ch bombings was head of the Su-
rabaya cell of Jemaah Anshorut 
Daulah, an Indonesian militant 
network affiliated with IS that 
has been implicated in attacks 
in Indonesia in the past year. All 
six members of the family were 
killed.

The IS statement claiming res-
ponsibility for the attacks didn’t 
mention anything about families 
or children taking part and said 
there were only three attackers. 

The group also claimed respon-
sibility for a hostage-taking or-
deal last week by imprisoned 
Islamic militants at a detention 
center near Jakarta in which six 
officers were killed.

Separately on Sunday, three 
members of another family were 
killed when homemade bombs 
exploded at an apartment in Si-
doarjo, a town bordering Sura-
baya, police said.

The church attacks occurred wi-
thin minutes of each other, accor-
ding to Surabaya police spokes-
man Frans Barung Mangera.

Karnavian said the father dro-
ve a bomb-laden car into the 
city’s Pentecostal church. The 
mother, with her two daughters, 
attacked the Christian Church of 
Diponegoro, he said. Based on 
their remains, Karnavian said 
the mother and daughters were 
all wearing explosives around 
their waists.

The sons aged 16 and 18 rode 
a motorcycle onto the grounds 
of the Santa Maria Church and 
detonated their explosives there, 
he said. AP

South Korean President Moon Jae-in

 The flurry 
of bombings 
raised concerns 
that beaten-
down militant 
networks 
have been 
reinvigorated 
by the return of 
some of 1,100 
Indonesians 
who went to 
fight with IS in 
Syria
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IndIA

Powerful storms kill 
at least 43 across 
northern state
Biswajeet Banerjee, 
Lucknow

Po w e r f u L 
winds and rains-
torms swept across 
a crowded swath 

of northern India, demo-
lishing houses, uprooting 
trees and killing at least 43 
people as the winds turned 
the skies brown with dust 
and sand, officials said yes-
terday.

Most of the deaths occur-
red when wind and falling 
trees caused buildings to 
collapse, leaving people bu-
ried in the wreckage. In the 
town of Bareilly, the minaret 
of a mosque fell on a group 
of people taking shelter in 
a neighboring courtyard, 
killing eight. In another 
town, one man was killed 
when he was hit by a bill-
board that had been blown 
loose. Along highways, large 
trucks were pushed over by 

the winds, crushing cars and 
motorcycles beneath them.

Less than two weeks ago, 
similar storms caused 134 
deaths and injured another 
400. The extreme weather 
comes amid withering sum-
mer heat, and approaching 
monsoon rains.

“These storms are not unu-
sual at this time of the year,” 
said J.P. Gupta, the meteo-
rological office director for 
Uttar Pradesh state. “But 
the wind speed this year is a 
bit abnormal.”

Winds reached speeds 109 
kilometers per hou, officials 
said. Trains and commuter 
rail lines were paused and 
dozens of flights were diver-
ted from New Delhi’s inter-
national airport as the storm 
blew into the city.

At least 42 people were 
killed in sprawling Uttar 
Pradesh state, which has a 
population of more than 210 
million people, said govern-

ment spokesman Avnish 
Awasthi. He said 50 people 
were injured when uprooted 
trees fell on houses, with 38 
of those people admitted to 
hospitals. At least one more 
person was killed in New 
Delhi.

A large swath of Uttar Pra-
desh was also without elec-
tricity overnight because of 
broken power lines.

Rajesh Sharma, a senior 
state official, estimated that 
more than 120 million peo-
ple in the state had been af-
fected in some way.

“Saddened by the loss of 
lives due to storms,” Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
said in a tweet. “Condolen-
ces to the bereaved families. 
I pray for the speedy reco-
very of those injured.”

Separately, at least 13 peo-
ple were killed by storms el-
sewhere in India, including 
nine in Andhra Pradesh and 
four in West Bengal. AP

An official in Nepal says a prominent 
Canadian aid worker has been arrested 

at his mountain villa and charged with se-
xually abusing children.

Central Investigation Bureau chief 
Pushkar Karki said Peter Dalglish was ar-
rested at his home in April with two unde-
rage Nepalese boys after weeks of investi-
gation. His case is being heard in Kavre, a 

town near Kathmandu. He faces up to 13 
years in prison if convicted.

Dalglish has worked for decades for a 
number of humanitarian agencies, much of 
the time focusing on working children and 
street children.

Officials said Dalglish lured children from 
poor families with promises of education 
and trips, and then sexually abused them.

nEPAl 

Canadian aid worker 
charged with child 
sexual abuse
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MIddlE EAST

Dozens killed in Gaza as    US Embassy opens in Jerusalem
Fares Akram & Ilan Ben Zion, 
Gaza Strip

ISraeLi fire killed at least 
52 Palestinians during 
mass protests along the 
Gaza border yesterday, 

marking the deadliest day of 
violence there since a devasta-
ting 2014 cross-border war and 
casting a pall over Israel’s festi-
ve inauguration of the new U.S. 
Embassy in contested Jerusa-
lem.

In a show of anger fueled by 
the embassy move, protesters 
set tires on fire, sending plumes 
of black smoke into the air, and 
hurled firebombs and stones 
toward Israeli troops across the 
border. The Israeli military said 
its troops had come under fire, 
and accused protesters of trying 
to break through the border 
fence. It said troops shot and 
killed three Palestinians who 
were trying to plant a bomb.

By midafternoon, at least 41 
Palestinians, including five 
minors, were killed, the Gaza 
Health Ministry said. One of the 
minors was identified as a girl.

At least 770 protesters were 
wounded, including 86 in se-
rious or critical condition.

The Hamas-led protest in Gaza 
was meant to be the biggest 
yet in a weeks-long campaign 
against a decade-old blockade 
of the territory. The march was 
also directed at the inaugura-

tion of the U.S. Embassy in Je-
rusalem which got under way 
yesterday afternoon.

The relocation of the embassy 
from Tel Aviv, a key campaign 
promise of President Donald 
Trump, has infuriated the Pa-
lestinians, who seek east Jeru-
salem as a future capital.

“A great day for Israel!” Trump 
tweeted earlier.

Yesterday’s marked the biggest 
showdown in years between Is-
rael’s military and Gaza’s Ha-
mas rulers along the volatile 
border. The sides have largely 
observed a cease-fire since the 
2014 war — their third in a de-
cade.

The protests mark the culmi-
nation of a campaign, led by 
Hamas and fueled by despair 
among Gaza’s 2 million people, 
to break the decade-old border 
blockade of the territory impo-
sed by Israel and Egypt after 
Hamas seized control of Gaza 
in 2007. Since weekly border 
marches began in late Mar-
ch, 83 Palestinian protesters 
have been killed and more than 
2,500 wounded by Israeli army 
fire. Hamas said four members, 
including three security men, 
were among the dead.

Ismail Radwan, a senior Ha-
mas figure, said the mass bor-
der protests against Israel will 
continue “until the rights of the 
Palestinian people are achie-
ved.”

“Moving the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem will be a disaster on 
the American administration 
and a black day in the history 
of the American people becau-
se they are partners with the 
occupation and its aggression 
against the Palestinian people,” 
he added.

Hamas leaders have sugges-
ted a border breach is possible 
yesterday, something Israel has 
vowed to prevent at any cost.

Most of the casualties were 
in the southern Gaza towns of 
Khan Younis and Rafah. Israe-
li forces were firing volleys of 
tear gas to disperse the crowds, 

and the sound of heavy gunfi-
re could be heard. Sirens were 
constantly wailing as the wou-
nded were carried to nearby 
ambulances. Groups of young 
activists repeatedly approached 
the fence, but were quickly scat-
tered by gunfire and tear gas.

Lt. Col. Jonathan Conricus, an 
Israeli military spokesman, said 
the army had set up additional 
“layers” of security in and arou-
nd communities near the bor-
der to defend Israeli civilians. 
He said there already had been 
several “significant attempts” to 
break through the fence.

“Even if the fence is breached, 
we will be able to protect Israeli 
civilians from attempts to mas-
sacre or kidnap or kill them,” he 
said.

In a statement, the army said 
troops had shot and killed three 
Palestinians who attempted to 
plant a bomb along the fence. 
It also said an aircraft had tar-
geted a Hamas post in northern 
Gaza after Israeli troops came 
under fire.

The timing of yesterday’s even-
ts was deeply symbolic, both to 
Israel and the Palestinians.

The U.S. said it chose the date 

to coincide with the 70th anni-
versary of Israel’s establish-
ment.

But it also marks the anniver-
sary of what Palestinians call 
their “nakba,” or catastrophe, 
a reference to the uprooting of 
hundreds of thousands who fled 
or were expelled from what is 
now Israel during the 1948 war 
surrounding Israel’s indepen-
dence.

A majority of Gaza’s 2 million 
people are descendants of re-
fugees, and the protests have 
been billed as the “Great March 
of Return” to long-lost homes in 
what is now Israel.

In one of the border areas 
east of Gaza City, Mohammed 
Hamami, a 40-year-old civil 
servant, joined a crowd of hun-
dreds of protesters, along with 
his mother and five children.

“Today we are here to send a 
message to Israel and its allies 
that we will never give up on 
our land,” he said.

Some protesters moved to 
within about 150 meters of the 
border fence. A reporter saw 
two men who tried to advance 
further being shot in the legs by 
Israeli troops.

 yesterday 
marked 
the biggest 
showdown in 
years between 
Israel’s military 
and Gaza’s 
Hamas rulers

Gonzalo Dezerega enters La Merced Catholic Church in Santiago, Chile

CHIlE

People denounce suffering sex abuse by Marists, priests
Even as Pope Francis 

apologized for his fai-
lures in connection with 
Chile’s most famous case 
of clerical sex abuse, the 
pope and that country’s 
deeply discredited Ca-
tholic Church are under 
mounting pressure to ad-
dress another, even big-
ger sex scandal.

The blooming scandal 
of the Marist Brothers, 
a congregation dedica-
ted to education, has not 
yet drawn great atten-
tion worldwide — unlike 
allegations that a bishop 
covered up the crimes of 
a pedophile priest, Rev. 
Fernando Karadima.

Francis recently spent 
several days at his Vatican 
hotel in talks with three of 
Karadima’s victims; this 
week he is meeting with 
all of Chile’s bishops to 
address the crisis that has 
implicated several church 
leaders and religious or-
ders.

In the Marist case, the 
accusations of abuse are 
many.

“It’s a situation of sys-
tematic abuse where the-
re are multiple abusers 
throughout time, within 

and outside the congre-
gation,” Juan Pablo Her-
mosilla, an attorney for 
some of the victims told 
The Associated Press. He 
said that there at least 20 
cases of abuse, but that 
there could be more.

“It’s an unprecedented 
situation,” he said.

Marists are religious 
brothers, not priests; 

they operate in dozens 
of countries around the 
world. The scandal came 
to light last August, when 
the group revealed that at 
least 14 minors were abu-
sed from the 1970s until 
2008 by Abel Perez, a bro-
ther who worked at two of 
the order’s schools. Then 
it acknowledged that ano-
ther Marist sexually abu-

sed five students.
The Marists opened a 

canonical investigation 
and launched legal action 
against Perez. But many 
Chileans were outraged 
when the order admitted 
that Perez had confessed 
in 2010 — seven years 
earlier.

Now, victims have fi-
led a criminal complaint 

against three Catholic 
priests, a Capuchin bro-
ther and six Marists. In 
that complaint and in 
interviews, they have re-
counted numerous abusi-
ve encounters.

Jaime Concha said he 
was 12 years old when 
he was raped by Perez 
during a boy scout field 
trip in the 1970s. He said 

Perez, a trip chaperone, 
took him to a tent after 
he fell ill, and gave him 
herbal tea mixed with al-
cohol.

“When I woke up in the 
middle of the night, he 
was taking advantage of 
me,” the 55-year-old phy-
sician told the AP. “He 
had already raped me.” 
But he said Perez blamed 
the abuse on him, saying: 
“Don’t worry, I’ve already 
asked God to forgive your 
sin.”

Gonzalo Dezerega, 55, 
wept as he recounted how 
Perez raped him at the 
school’s locker rooms and 
showers. He was 10.

Perez has declined to 
speak with the media. 
Despite the order’s ack-
nowledgment that he 
confessed, his lawyers 
continue to maintain his 
innocence.

The alleged abuses at 
the Alonso de Ercilla Ins-
titute in Chile often took 
place at the school’s base-
ment, in the rooms of the 
Marist Brothers who lived 
in a residence connected 
to the school, or at spi-
ritual retreats and scout 
field trips. AP
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Palestinian women wave national flags and chant slogans near the Israeli border fence, east of Khan Younis, in the Gaza Strip 
yesterday

MIddlE EAST

Dozens killed in Gaza as    US Embassy opens in Jerusalem

Clouds of black smoke from 
burning tires rose into the air. 
Earlier, Israeli drones dropping 

incendiary material had pre- 
emptively set ablaze some of 
the tires collected by activists.

Protesters have used the thick 
smoke as cover against Israeli 
snipers perched on high sand 

berms on the other side of the 
border. The army accuses Ha-
mas of using the protests as co-
ver to plan or carry out attacks.

Leaflets dropped over Gaza 
by army jets warned that tho-
se approaching the border 
“jeopardize” their lives. The 
warning said the army is “pre-
pared to face all scenarios and 
will act against every attempt 
to damage the security fence 
or harm IDF soldiers or Israeli 
civilians.”

Trump’s decision to move the 
American embassy from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem was welco-
med by Israel and condemned 
by the Palestinians.

Israel captured east Jerusa-
lem in the 1967 Mideast war 
and annexed it in a move not 
recognized by the international 
community. The Palestinians 
seek the city’s eastern half as 
the capital of a future state.

Palestinian President Mah-
moud Abbas cut ties with the 
Trump administration and de-
clared it unfit to mediate peace 
talks.

Saeb Erekat, a senior Abbas 
aide, said that Trump had vio-
lated a promise to hold off on 

moving the embassy to give 
peace talks a chance and that 
his administration is “based on 
lies.”

Erekat said the Trump admi-
nistration has “become part of 
the problem, not part of the so-
lution.”

In the West Bank, several do-
zen Palestinian stone-throwers 
clashed with Israeli troops on 
the outskirts of Jerusalem, 
with no immediate reports of 
injuries. Earlier yesterday, se-
veral thousand gathered in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah to 
protest the inauguration of the 
new embassy.

Palestinians seek east Jeru-
salem as a capital and view the 
Trump administration’s chan-
ge in policy as a blatant show 
of pro-Israel bias. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has repeatedly praised Trump’s 
decision to upend decades of 
U.S. policy by recognizing Je-
rusalem as Israel’s capital.

Although Trump has said his 
declaration does not set the fi-
nal borders of the city, it is seen 
by both Israel and the Palesti-
nians as taking Israel’s side in 
the most sensitive issue in their 
conflict.

Only two countries, Guatema-
la and Paraguay, have said they 
will follow suit. Most of the 
world maintains embassies in 
Tel Aviv, saying the Jerusalem 
issue must first be resolved. AP
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TV canal macauwhat’s ON ...

Treasure from The Deep sea - exhibiTion of 
unDerwaTer archaeological relics of The 
nanhai no. 1
Time: 10am-6pm, last admission at 5:30pm (Closed 
on Mondays, open on public holidays, free admission 
on Tuesdays and the 15th of every month)  
unTil: July 31, 2018
Venue: 3/F, Macau Museum, No. 112, Praceta do 
Museu de Macau 
aDmission: MOP15 (free for Macau residents, 
children of 12 years old or below and seniors of 65 
years old or over)  
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911 & 8394 1208

la parisienne – cabareT francaise
Time:  8pm (Tuesdays to Fridays)
             2pm & 8pm (Saturdays)
             2pm & 5pm (Sundays)
unTil: June 17, 2018 
Venue: Parisian Theatre, Parisian Macau 
aDmission: MoP188, MoP388, MoP488 
enquiries: (853) 2882 8818 / 2855 5555

DiscoVer macau: museum of Taipa anD 
coloane hisTory
Time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
aDDress: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
aDmission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

The menu for the reception after Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle’s wedding will feature a bonanza of British produce.

Royal chef Mark Flanagan said yesterday many of the dishes 
on Saturday will be made from seasonal produce, including 
some grown on estates belonging to the hostess, Queen Eli-
zabeth II.

Flanagan says the wedding timing is ideal because British 
vegetables are coming into season.

“We know the couple wanted us to make sure we used all of 
the local seasonal produce as much as possible throughout 
their menu, and this recent good weather is really helping us 
to achieve that,” he said.

He said Harry and Markle have taken a hands-on approach 
in the preparations.

“They’ve tasted everything, they’ve been involved in every 
detail,” he said.

Details about menu items, and the wine, have not yet been 
released. In the past, the queen has sometimes served pre-
mium English sparkling wine rather than Champagne at gala 
events.

Some 600 guests are expected at the afternoon reception 
immediately following the ceremony at St. George’s Chapel.

The reception fare is meant to be consumed standing up 
and will feature canapes and dishes served in small bowls.

The food will be produced at the royal kitchens at Windsor 
Castle in the coming days. Some 30 people are expected to 
staff the kitchen on the day of the wedding.

Flanagan says it will not be a time for trying out new com-
binations.

“We’ve really just been trying to let the ingredients stand 
proud within the dishes,” he said. “There’s no experimentation 
on Saturday whatsoever: tried and tested and predominantly 
classics.”

Prince Charles, Harry’s father, will host a smaller evening 
reception for 200 guests. No details about the menu offerings 
at that event have been released.

 Offbeat
british seasonal produce on menu 
for royal wedding reception

Masked police commandos have freed six girls with 
their nursery teacher and shot dead an armed man, 
ending a two-day hostage crisis at a nursery school 
in Paris.

one team burst into the booby-trapped classroom 
while the hooded gunman was dozing at 0725 local 
time. The unidentified man, who had 16 sticks of dyna-
mite strapped to his body, was shot three times in the 
head with guns fitted with silencers.

At the same time a second team went over to the 
children and covered them with mattresses so they did 
not see the shooting. Within minutes the girls were reu-
nited with their parents and seemed unperturbed by the 
dramatic events of the last 46 hours.

Their teacher, Laurence Dreyfus, aged 30, has been 
hailed a national heroine for keeping the children calm 
throughout the ordeal and telling them the man with the 
gun was “hunting wolves”.

She was allowed out of the room at intervals to col-
lect food and to reassure parents. At one point, she 
smuggled in a video camera used by the police to plan 
their rescue.

The interior minister, Charles Pasqua, said Mrs Drey-
fus and Capt Evelyne Lambert - an army doctor who 
was allowed to stay with her and the hostages - would 
be awarded France’s highest civilian award for bravery, 
the Legion of Honour.

The lone gunman, who called himself the Human 
Bomb, burst into the Commandant Charcto nursery 
school in the suburb of Neuilly-sur-Seine on Thursday 
morning.

There were 21 three- and four-year-olds in the clas-
sroom at the time but after painstaking negotiations 
15 children were released in batches chosen by Mrs 
Dreyfus.

The gunman demanded £12m ($18.5m) as a ransom, 
saying his motives were purely financial, and he had 
planned his escape meticulously.

The authorities granted him part of the money but 
decided to use force to end the crisis after he said he 
wanted to take at least one child with him as a human 
shield.

courtesy BBc news

1993 french police rescue child 
          hostages

in context
The Human Bomb was later identified as 42-year-old Eric Schmitt, an 
Algerian-born French citizen and a loner. His computer business had been 
made bankrupt two years before and 18 months later he was made redun-
dant from an electrical firm.
He had no previous convictions apart from two for speeding and 
drink-driving. He had spent seven years in the army where he had learned 
to handle firearms.
In an interview given to Paris-Match magazine a few days after the end of 
the hostage crisis, the teacher Laurence Dreyfus said she had found it hard 
to come to terms with all the praise heaped upon her.
As well as the Legion of Honour she was also awarded the Unesco human 
rights medal.

TV canal macau

cinema
cineteatro
13 - 16 may

avengerS: infinity war
room 1
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
director: anthony russo, Joe russo
Starring: robert downey Jr, Chris evans, Chris hemsworth      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 149min

SubMergenCe
room 2
2:30, 9:30pm
director: wim wenders
Starring: alicia vikander, James Mcavoy, Charlotte rampling      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 107min

the MerCy
room 2
6:30, 7:30pm
director: James Marsh
Starring: Colin firth, rachel weisz
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 91min

the trough
room 3
02:30, 04:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: nick Cheung
Starring: nick Cheung, xu Jing lei, he Jiong, Miu Kiu wai      
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)

13:00
13:30
15:00
15:35
16:10
17:50
18:40
19:50
20:30
21:00
21:30
22:10
23:00
23:30
00:15
00:50

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
NOS League: Maritimo x Sporting (Repeated)
Brazilian Soap Opera (Repeated)
TDM Sports (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie Sr.1
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
TDM Interview    
Documentary
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated) 
RTPi Live
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aCroSS: 1- Bluegrass instrument; 6- I don’t give ___!; 11- Flight; 14- On ___-to-know 
basis; 15- Whoopi’s role in “The Color Purple”; 16- Land in la mer; 17- Took care of; 18- 
Brother of Hannibal; 20- Fast flier; 21- Vibrating component of a woodwind instrument; 
23- Chapter’s partner; 24- Smells; 26- Quarantine; 28- Agree; 30- When prompted; 31- 
Mixed bags; 32- Festive occasions; 33- Nuke; 36- Actor Connery; 37- Unit of volume; 
38- Up ___ good; 39- Author Amy; 40- Illumination; 41- Tapestry; 42- Grain stores; 43- 
Not rough; 44- Natural environment; 47- Place to sweat it out; 48- God of Islam; 49- 
Possesses; 50- Prefix meaning “beneath”; 53- Having stamens; 56- Emcee’s job; 58- 
Univ. aides; 59- Utah’s ___ Mountains; 60- Destitute; 61- Source of iron; 62- Executive 
of a municipality; 63- Convoluted fold of the brain;
 
down: 1- Low in pitch; 2- Collections of anecdotes; 3- Pertaining to Sir Isaac Newton; 
4- Deep black; 5- Odoriferous; 6- Pains; 7- Spent, as batteries; 8- Capp and Capone; 
9- Clear (of); 10- Apprehensive; 11- Seventh 
sign of the zodiac; 12- As ___ resort; 13- Free-
for-all; 19- River to the Ubangi; 22- Stray; 25- 
Pest control brand; 26- Bay; 27- Operation 
memento; 28- Price tag; 29- Olive genus; 
30- Vows; 32- Leg of lamb; 33- Zarathustra; 
34- Med. school class; 35- Fancy-schmancy; 
37- Reader’s Digest co-founder Wallace; 
38- 1982 Disney film; 40- Soft metallic 
element; 41- Causing laughter; 42- Former 
name of Thailand; 43- ___ Quentin; 44- 
Must; 45- Communion table; 46- World-
weary; 47- Take an oath; 49- “Beetle Bailey” 
dog; 51- Pakistani language; 52- They’ll 
be themselves, axiomatically; 54- Actress 
Vardalos; 55- At all; 57- Marshal at Waterloo;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (Open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

wEATHER
Min Max Condition

China

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

world

31
26
33
17
32
20
33
35
26
34
34
33
35
32
33
32

   clear/drizzle                  
   drizzle/cloudy                 

   moderate rain/clear            
   clear                          

   drizzle/moderate rain          

10
15
11
7
15

TaurusAries

24
21
24
20
23

22
14
24
10
19
7
19
24
14
25
23
25
24
25
25
27

   cloudy/shower        
   cloudy/drizzle       

   cloudy               
   drizzle/cloudy       

   cloudy/shower        
   cloudy/shower        

   cloudy/clear         
   cloudy               

   cloudy/clear         
   cloudy               
   cloudy               

   cloudy/overcast      
   cloudy               
   cloudy               

   cloudy/thundershower 
   cloudy               

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Like a neon arrow flashing and 
sirens blaring, what you need to 
do today is terribly obvious. The 
fact is, if you’ve been waiting for 
push to come to shove, your wait 
is over. 

April 20-May 20
You won’t take any guff from 
anyone - although you don’t 
really have to worry about it 
since everyone will be completely 
charmed by your happy glow. Your 
positive attitude will be contagious!

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
There’s just no telling how others 
will act today - there’s a lot of 
uncertainty in the air, so you should 
be prepared for anything. Some 
tough-talking authority figure 
might throw their weight around.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The pieces of a particularly 
vexing puzzle finally start to come 
together today -- but whether or 
not you ever finish it isn’t terribly 
important. The answer won’t 
change your life.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Good news is coming out of 
the woodwork today - for you, 
your family, and your friends. 
There are new arrivals, happy 
announcements, and a few romantic 
developments coming together.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
This morning will be full of raucous 
energy, though it won’t necessarily 
be fast-paced or pressure-filled. 
Just hang on tightly until the 
excitement blows over (which 
should happen by midmorning).

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Whether your strength is as a 
sprinter or a marathon runner, 
today you definitely have what 
it takes to go the distance. 
Don’t shy away from any type of 
challenge.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
When you get a good idea of where 
something is headed, take the leap 
and make your boldest move. If 
you wait for every little detail to be 
confirmed, you may fall behind or 
even worse.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
There’s a larger-than-life 
personality giving you the eye 
today. They may be picking you 
out for a future partnership of 
some sort (romantic, business or 
social). 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
There’s nothing quite like good, 
hard, honest work to remind you 
of the value of a dollar. Today 
requires you to go through a lot of 
effort, and the payoff might leave 
you less than thrilled.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
What you’ve been discovering 
lately - about yourself and how you 
relate to the people in your life -- 
might be throwing you for a loop. 
But don’t give up, because this 
introspection is valuable. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
There’s an immense amount of 
bravery in facing what frightens or 
intimidates you, and this is what 
you need to do today. Try to find 
situations you would normally 
avoid.

  Aquarius Pisces
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United’s Mourinho 

FooTbAll

‘Big 6’ pulling further clear in 
top-heavy Premier League

on THE roAd To THE world CuP

Uruguay 1930: where it all began
THe 21st World Cup 

gets underway next 
month in Moscow and 
billions around the wor-
ld are expected to tune 
in during the monthlong 
tournament — a far cry 
from its low-key start in 
1930 in Uruguay.

Back then, many Euro-
pean countries, including 
Germany and Italy, opted 
against making the multi- 
week boat trip to Monte-
video, while England and 
the other three British as-
sociations had withdrawn 

from FIFA following a dis-
pute over payments. In the 
end, only four teams from 
Europe made the trip.

A quarter of a century or 
so after the idea of a global 
soccer tournament was 
first suggested, 13 teams 
gathered in South Ameri-
ca.

Uruguay, which had won 
the gold medal in soccer at 
the 1924 and 1928 Olym-
pics, was given the right to 
host the competition for 
the Jules Rimet Trophy, 
the World Cup’s original 

name in honor of the FIFA 
president who had done 
so much to make the tour-
nament a reality.

France forward Lucien 
Laurent scored the first 
goal in World Cup his-
tory in the 19th minute of 
his team’s opening match 
against Mexico. Barely 
5,000 spectators were 
present to witness that 
historic moment in spor-
ting history.

“And it was snowing!” 
Laurent recalled years la-
ter.

Eventually, Uruguay fa-
ced off against Argentina 
to see who would beco-
me the first winner of the 
World Cup. The final at 
the Centenario Stadium 
started off fairly bizar-
rely, with a disagreement 
as to which ball to use. 
Eventually, it was agreed 
that an Argentine ball 
would be used in the first 
half and a Uruguayan 
one in the second.

The arrangement see-
med to work for Uruguay, 
which came from behind 

with three second- 
half goals to win 4-2 in 
front of nearly 70,000 
supporters (others, 
however, estimate that 

the actual crowd was 
nearer to the 100,000 
mark).

The World Cup had 
achieved liftoff. AP

Steve Douglas, Manchester

THe Premier League 
prides itself on being 
the most competitive 
in the world and points 

to Leicester’s 2016 title triumph 
at preseason odds of 5,000-1 as 
the ultimate evidence.

It might be time to revisit that 
opinion.

The end-of-season standings 
show a worrying development 
in England’s top division: The 
chasm between the so-called 
“Big 6” — Manchester City, 
Manchester United, Totte-
nham, Liverpool, Chelsea and 
Arsenal — and the rest is bigger 
than ever.

Just ask the coach of the team 
that finished seventh.

“We all know where the top six 
are, and it’s not impossible — as 
Leicester have shown — but im-
probable that it is going to radi-
cally change,” Burnley manager 
Sean Dyche said. “That top six 
is going to be more or less the 
top six, because of the buying 
power, because of the power of 

the clubs. Outside of that, rela-
tive chaos.

“The first marker for lots of 
teams — probably 14, with 
maybe Everton on the edge of 
that category — is first things 
first, let’s collect a team that can 
stay in [the Premier League].”

The top six teams, led by City 
in record-breaking fashion, all 
had a goal difference of at least 
plus 23. City’s was a staggering 
plus 79. The other 14 teams fi-
nished on negative goal diffe-
rence.

The gap between sixth-place 
Arsenal and Burnley was nine 
points, with another five to ei-
ghth-place Everton, whose dull 
brand of football under mana-
ger Sam Allardyce has been wi-
dely derided.

Leicester’s title victory two 
years ago embarrassed the su-
pposed powerhouses of English 
football and provoked a strong 
response. Last year, the top six 
finished eight points clear of se-
venth place — Everton in that 
case — and the gap has widened 
still 12 months later.

Below them is that “chaos” re-
ferred to by Dyche, who insists 
his priority next season is re-
taining Burnley’s Premier Lea-
gue status.

Of the teams that finished 
eighth to 20th, nine changed 
managers during the season 
and almost all of them were in 
the relegation zone or hovered 
around it at some point. Ever-
ton was in the relegation zone 
when it fired Ronald Koeman in 
October, for example.

Forty points used to be the sa-
fety mark for relegation-threa-
tened team. This season, 34 
points would have kept a side 
up.

The Premier League splits the 
money raised from domestic 
and overseas TV deals equally 
between the 20 teams, meaning 
that this season’s last-place 
team, Stoke, earned nearly 100 
million pounds in prize pay-
ments from the 2017-18 cam-
paign.

The top six are attempting to 
secure a bigger share of broad-
cast cash — arguing their mat-

ches are a bigger pull for viewers 
around the world — but have so 
far been thwarted, with rivals 
arguing that would erode the 
competitiveness of the league.

A gulf between the best and 
the rest has grown anyway and 
Arsene Wenger, the departing 
Arsenal manager, predicted a 
massive transformation in the 
coming years.

“The next evolution? You will 
certainly have a European lea-
gue over the weekends,” Wen-
ger said. “A domestic league will 
certainly play Tuesday and We-
dnesday. I think that is the next 
step we will see.

“It is inevitable,” he added. “To 
share money between the big 
clubs and small clubs will be-
come a problem. The big clubs 
will say, ‘If two smaller clubs 
are playing each other, nobody 
wants to watch it. So we have to 
share the money but nobody is 
interested in you?’ People want 
to watch quality.”

This was the season that saw 
Huddersfield, the club with the 
smallest budget, beat Manches-

ter United at home and secure 
draws with City and Chelsea in 
the final week of the season to 
stay up in remarkable fashion. 
Burnley beat Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge on the opening 
weekend, and drew at Totte-
nham, Liverpool and United 
before Christmas.

But this was also the season 
when City’s goal difference was 
about three times the number 
of goals scored by Huddersfield 
(28), and when the runaway 
champions frequently came 
across opponents who were in 
damage-limitation mode from 
kickoff.

The most depressing example 
was Newcastle playing ultra-de-
fensively at home against City 
on Dec. 27. It is hardly what 
global viewers, who long admi-
re the competitiveness and in-
tensity of English football, want 
to see.

Games between the top six 
have rarely been more engros-
sing than this season — the ex-
citing brand of football played 
by City and Liverpool helps in 
that regard — but the despera-
tion to stay in the lucrative Pre-
mier League has led to a drop in 
standards elsewhere.

“It’s unheard of for that many 
teams to all be struggling to get 
40 points. That is quite rare,” 
Dyche said. “It proves how dif-
ficult the Premier League is be-
coming.” AP

July 30, 1930: Uruguay defeated Argentina 4-2 in the first WC final at 
the Centenario stadium in Montevideo 
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Vatican’s inquisition, index of 
Banned Books open for study

The Vatican’s doctrine office, once responsible 
for the Inquisition, the Index of Prohibited Books 
and famous for its centuries of secrecy, is remin-
ding scholars that it’s actually a fairly accessible 
and transparent place.

The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith 
is hosting an academic conference starting today 
marking the 20th anniversary of its historic deci-
sion to open its archives to scholars.

The conference, “The Roman Inquisition and 

its Archives,” will feature dozens of academic 
presentations about the scholarship that has 
emerged, including a whole session on how the 
Inquisition and banned book list have been por-
trayed over time in popular storytelling, media, 
cinema and advertising.

The Roman Inquisition began in 1542 as part 
of the Catholic Church’s counter-reformation 
against Protestantism, and prosecuted people for 
heresy and other doctrinal crimes.

25-45
Good

25-45
Good

opinion

DSEJ’S blinD SElf-confiDEncE 
When government departments do not know 

how to lie, or when they do not want to lie, they 
make themselves look and sound funny. 

The Education and Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) 
has always been a seamless role model when it 
comes to this.

When the rainstorms come and pour down, whi-
ch in turn forces students and parents to either 
prepare to go to school or make the decision of 
staying home, DSEJ issues a school suspension 
that is, according to them, always announced in 
a timely fashion. 

The SMG’s broadcasts are one thing, DSEJ’s 
self-confidence is another.

“We provided support to [schools/parents/stu-
dents] immediately” and “we have instructions 
to encounter problems like this” are frequently 
voiced by DSEJ representatives.  

Not only does DSEJ give the public a bunch of 
repeated unpractical theory in regard to helping 
the city’s students, and education development, 
it also claims to react fast in the face of an emer-
gency.

Such reactions are usually twofold: first, sen-
ding one division head to take, on behalf of the 
bureau, all the bullets shot by the public and the 
media; two, saying afterwards that the bureau 
was prompt in taking action as soon as it was 
notified of the emergency. 

What action did DSEJ take? 
I cannot make any comment since I am truly 

embarrassed to make even an educated guess. 
However, it seems that the Education and You-

th Affairs Bureau always takes theoretical stan-
ces rather than practical action.  

Once again, we go back to the question: does 
DSEJ know what is the cause of all things on 
Earth? Perhaps only about the weather, but not 
about any other topic, specifically concerning the 
education sector, which is the brain department 
behind all traditions, culture, society, and respon-
sible for the future of the city. 

Does DSEJ really know about the reality of the 
education sector, and its problems and advan-
tages? 

Why can’t there be at least one single person in 
the public education sector capable of talking to 
people normally, rather than citing a booklet; an 
instruction manual that is probably fake. 

In recent times, DSEJ gave some answers that 
I have never managed to understand. 

In January, the Anglican College suspended 
classes following a discovery of nearby asbes-
tos. 

Last week, an alleged case of sexual assault 
was reported in a local kindergarten. DSEJ says, 
as always, that it “took immediate and timely ac-
tions.” 

“A family welcomed the birth of a boy. The fa-
mily was extremely happy. When the boy was 
one month old, the family showed the boy to their 
guests, probably, or naturally, for the hope of ge-
tting some good luck. One guest said: the boy 
will make a good fortune in the future. The man 
who said it received a lot of appreciation in the 
future. Another guest said: the boy will become a 
government principal official. The man received 
several flattering words. Yet another guest said: 
the child will die in the future, and this guest was 
beaten up by a joint-effort of all the other people. 
The one who mentioned death said the inevitab-
le, the one who told about fortune lied. However, 
the one who lied was paid back well, whereas the 
one who said the inevitable was beaten up. You?

“Neither do I want to lie, nor do I want to be 
beaten up. So, teacher, what should I say? 

“Then, you must say: aha! child. Aha, hahaha. 
Hehehe, hehehehehe!” (Lu Xun).

Our Desk
Julie Zhu

india Powerful winds and 
rainstorms swept across a 
crowded swath of northern 
India, demolishing houses, 
uprooting trees and killing at 
least 43 people as the winds 
turned the skies brown with 
dust and sand. More on p13

paKiStan rescuers have 
recovered two more bodies 
of students who fell into a 
river when an old wooden 
bridge collapsed in Kashmir, 
bringing the death toll to 
seven.

ruSSia Germany has 
appealed to the russian 
government to let in a 
journalist who exposed 
systematic doping in 
russian athletics and was 
denied entry to russia to 
report on the upcoming 
world Cup. More on p19

roMania Thousands 
of people gathered in 
romania’s capital and 
other cities to protest 
a contentious judicial 
overhaul they say will make 
it harder to prosecute senior 
officials for graft.

italy’s president has 
summoned rival populist 
leaders to see if they’ve 
nailed down a coalition deal, 
more than 10 weeks after 
elections yielded a political 
impasse.

Spain Catalan lawmakers 
yesterday elected a fervent 
separatist as the new chief of 
the restive region — ending 
more than six months of 
a leadership vacuum and 
setting the scene for a new 
confrontation with Spain.

netherlandS-
venezuela A court on 
the dutch island of Curacao 
has authorized the local 
subsidiary of u.S. oil giant 
ConocoPhillips to seize 
uSd636 million worth of 
assets held on the island 
by Venezuela’s state oil 
company, PdVSA.

Binaj Gurubacharya, 
Kathmandu

An Australian moun-
taineer scaled Mount 

Everest yesterday, comple-
ting his quest to climb the 
highest peaks on all seven 
continents in record time, 
an expedition organizer 
said.

Australian climber Ste-
ve Plain scaled Everest 117 
days after beginning his 
mission in Antarctica.

Iswari Poudel of Hima-
layan Guides Nepal said he 
received a phone call from 
Mount Everest base camp 
saying that Plain along with 
two guides reached the 
8,850-meter peak at arou-
nd 7 a.m. and were descen-
ding.

Plain, 36, from Perth, 
climbed Mount Vinson in 
Antarctica on Jan. 16. He 
followed that with Mount 
Aconcagua in South Ame-
rica, Mount Kilimanjaro 
in Africa, Mount Carstensz 
Pyramid in Papua New Gui-
nea, which covers Australia 
and Oceania, Mount Elbrus 
in Europe and Denali in 
North America.

A surfing accident in 2014 
left Plain with multiple inju-
ries but he recovered to con-
tinue mountain climbing.

Polish climber Janusz Ko-
chanski held the previous 

record for climbing the se-
ven peaks, doing it in 126 
days last year.

A 69-year-old Chinese 
double-amputee also scaled 
Mount Everest yesterday.

A government official at 
the base camp, Gyanendra 
Shrestha, said Xia Boyu 
was among more than 40 
climbers who reached the 
summit yesterday because 
of favorable weather condi-
tions on the mountain.

He said several more are 
expected to attempt the 
peak this week.

The Chinese climber is not 
the first double-amputee on 
Everest, but he is the oldest.

The first was New Zealand 
climber Mark Inglis, who 
reached the summit in 

2006 at age 59.
A group of eight Nepalese 

Sherpa guides reached the 
summit on Sunday, fixing 
ropes and clearing paths 
for other climbers to begin 
their ascent to the peak.

Some 340 foreign clim-
bers and many Nepalese 
Sherpa guides are attemp-
ting to climb Everest this 
month.

The popular spring sea-
son runs from March until 
the end of May, after which 
weather conditions on the 
mountain begin to deterio-
rate. There are usually only 
a few days of good weather 
on the highest part of the 
mountain in May, when 
climbers rush to attempt 
the summit. AP

Australian climbs 7 
peaks in 7 continents 
in record time

Present arms! Trinidad and Tobago Prime Minister Keith Rowley walks with Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang 
during a welcome ceremony in Beijing yesterday.
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Everest Base Camp, Nepal


