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diplomacy heats up 
before summit

macau rises on 
passport index

Diplomacy accelerated 
yesterday ahead of a potential 
summit between Donald 
Trump and Kim Jong Un

The Macau passport become 
the joint 29th strongest 
passport ranking in the world, 
according to a survey  P5

ift café 
closed 
after 
two-year 
operation

US-China The Trump 
administration has renewed 
its threat to place 25 
percent tariffs on USD50 
billion of Chinese goods in 
retaliation for what it says 
are China’s unfair trade 
practices. More on p11

italy The specter of a 
financial crisis came back 
to haunt Italy yesterday, 
as its markets plunged 
on fears that it is heading 
toward another election 
that could shape up to be 
a referendum on whether 
to stay in the common 
currency.

india Tony Fernandes, 
the chief of AirAsia, is 
being investigated by the 
Indian federal police for 
allegedly paying bribes 
to influence local policy, 
an Indian official told 
reporters. India’s Central 
Bureau of Investigation 
has named Fernandes and 
other officials from AirAsia 
and its Indian unit in its 
investigation

MyanMar  Ethnic 
cleansing targeting 
Rohingya Muslims 
in Myanmar has not 
stopped despite growing 
condemnation from the 
international community, the 
Trump administration said 
yesterday.

indoneSia At least 10 
passengers on a flight 
preparing to take off from 
Borneo island were injured, 
most of them with broken 
bones and head wounds, 
after panicked ensued when 
a man claimed there was a 
bomb on board, Indonesian 
police said yesterday.
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Sou, Chiang sentenced 
to hefty fines
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Four-year hunt for missing MH370 
plane ends, mystery remains  P13
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From left to right: Jorge Menezes, Sulu Sou, Scott Chiang and Pedro Leal

AnAlySIS | lAwmAker or lAwbreAker?

Sulu’s road to Assembly back in sights 
Daniel Beitler

Maverick lawmaker 
Sulu Sou narrowly avoi-

ded permanent disqualification 
from the Legislative Assembly 
yesterday after the Court of 
First Instance found him guilty 
of the lesser crime of “unlawful 
assembly” and sentenced him 
and fellow democratic activist 
Scott Chiang to fines worth 120 
days.

The controversial case had 
threatened to permanently bar 
Sou from the legislature if he 
was found guilty and sentenced 
to more than 30 days in prison. 
With a lesser penalty, the you-
ng democrat’s path back to the 
Legislative Assembly is now, in 
theory, wide open.

But questions remain over 
how his return will be diges-
ted by the powers that be. Most 
critically, it is unclear whether 
Sou will have his lawmaker sta-
tus automatically reinstated, or 
whether his return will require 
the consent of his peers in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

Macau analysts were divided 
yesterday in their view of the 
Court’s decision, what it says 
about the city’s judiciary and 
how Sou’s reinstatement might 
play out.

Social affairs commentator 
Larry So hailed the decision as 
balanced and as a sign of judi-
cial independence in Macau.

“The decision of the courts 
was quite balanced; Sou did 
make an offence but the judge 
came to a rational, indepen-
dent view of the case,” he told 
the Times yesterday. “I’m not 
saying that [the sentence] was 
a surprise, but I am really glad 
that the outcome shows we still 
have judicial independence in 
Macau.”

As a consequence, the gover-
nment also emerges from the 
case a winner, added So, even 
if “the government’s ultimate 
objective is to DQ Sou,” he said, 
referring to Cantonese slang 
widely used in Hong Kong me-
dia to mean ‘disqualify’.

But legal expert and academic 
António Katchi holds a contrary 
view, describing the decision as 
“frightening”.

“It indicates the judiciary is 
adhering to an authoritarian 
attitude towards demonstra-
tions and minor incidents that 
naturally occur during demons-
trations,” he explained. “A pea-
ceful attempt to resist police 

orders in such a heated atmos-
phere, especially when those 
orders are perceived as arbi-
trary, is something so natural 
that it is usually tolerated in a 
free society.” 

“Of course everybody is di-
sappointed in the most liberal 
camp in Macau,” added politi-
cal scientist Eric Sautedé. “No-
body felt that Sulu was guilty of 
anything. It would have been 
really outrageous if he had been 
[sentenced] to prison, so I think 
it shows some kind of restraint. 
[…] Of course, justice must pre-
vail [and] it is for the judge to 
decide. But ultimately there is 
this sense […] of relief that he 
won’t be suspended.”

After the sentence was deli-
vered early yesterday evening, 
Sulu Sou told reporters that he 
expects his suspension from the 
legislature to be automatically 
revoked, providing that there is 
no appeal and that the 120-day 
fine is settled in a timely man-
ner. He will have to wait 20 days 
for the appeal period to conclu-
de and then a further 10 days in 
which the fines may be settled.

This was also the legal view of 
Katchi, who told the Times that 
he believes Sou may retake his 
seat in the Legislative Assembly 
“as soon as the court’s decision 
becomes final.”

However, given the unprece-
dented nature of a lawmaker’s 
return after suspension, it is not 
entirely clear how and if the sus-
pension will be lifted. This is es-
pecially the case since the cour-
ts decided earlier this year that 
they have no authority to rule 
on “political acts” undertaken 
by the Legislative Assembly.

For example, social affairs 
commentator Larry So be-
lieves that the ultimate deci-
sion will rest with the other 32 
lawmakers of the Legislative 
Assembly. Asked about the pro-
cess in an interview with Times 
yesterday, Sou reasoned that 

“the lawmakers will have to vote 
on whether Sou can return.”

Sautedé said he would expect 
some form of resistance shou-
ld this turn out to be the case. 
“There is a general feeling that 
[Sou] was so disruptive to the 
status quo of the [Legislative] 
Assembly that there is [now] 
a kind of coalition of interests 
that will try to prevent him re-
turning,” the political scientist 
said.

There is also the question of 
several other criminal cases 

that Macau police authorities 
claim to hold over Sou. In order 
to bring him back to the cour-
troom, Sou’s lawmaker immu-
nity would have to be revoked 
once more via suspension. 

“If the pro-establishment 
lawmakers want to suspend 
him again due to the other cases 
pending against him, they will 
have to initiate a new procedure 
to that end,” argued Katchi.

However, should an appeal be 
lodged at any point within the 
next 20 days, then the ques-
tion of Sou’s return will have 
to be postponed. That appeal 
is perhaps most likely to come 
from the prosecution, who in 
earlier court sessions were plea-
ding with the judge to apply the 
maximum penalty of a prison 
sentence.

“There is the possibility that 
the Prosecutor-General mi-
ght appeal and that might look 
very vengeful,” said Sautedé. “I 
think that would be a mistake, 
because even among the youn-
ger generation in Macau, there 
is a feeling of unfairness and 
injustice. This is what triggered 
the massive [anti-compensa-
tion bill] demonstration of 2014 
– the idea that things were so 
disproportionate.”

 
I am really 
glad that the 
outcome 
shows we still 
have judicial 
independence 
in Macau.

LARRY So 

 
Nobody felt 
that Sulu 
was guilty of 
anything. It 
would have 
been really 
outrageous if 
he had been 
[sentenced] to 
prison.

ERIC SAUTEDé
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Sou, Chiang sentenced to 120-day fine
Renato Marques

The Court of First Ins-
tance (TJB) found sus-
pended lawmaker Sulu 
Sou and activist Scott 

Chiang guilty of a co-authored 
act of unlawful assembly, whi-
ch was charged under the fra-
mework of aggravated disobe-
dience.

The two defendants were 
sentenced with a 120-day fine 
each. That amounts to a fine 
of MOP40,800 for Sou and 
MOP27,600 for Chiang, with 
the difference explained by a 
one-third reduction for Chiang 
because of his current financial 
situation.

The sentence was known yes-
terday evening when the court 
gathered to present the con-
clusion and sentence after the 
trial.

It took approximately one 
hour for the judge in charge of 
the process to explain the con-
clusions reached by the court, 
which considered the large ma-
jority of the accusations as pro-
ved, with the exception of a few 
details.

During the reading of the 
sentence, the judge repeatedly 
referred to the “intentions” of 

the defendants to have the de-
monstration take place close to 
the Santa Sancha Palace, the 

official residence of the Chief 
Executive (CE). Judge Cheong 
Weng Tong said it was “clear 
since Chiang applied for the 
demonstration to the Civic and 
Municipal Affairs Bureau that 
he aimed to reach this location.”

Besides the intentions of the 
defendants, the judge also no-
ted that both Chiang and Sou 
were already experienced in 
organizing demonstrations and 
they should be well aware of 
the law and the fact they were 
“breaking” it by changing the 
route of the protest and by not 
following the orders of the po-
lice.

In fact, and as mentioned also 
by Judge Cheong, the crime for 
which Sou and Chiang were 
sentenced relates to the orga-
nization and leadership of an 

unlawful assembly at the area 
of the CE’s official residence, 
as opposed to the more broad 
charge of aggravated disobe-
dience. “They knew it and they 
continued,” she said, recalling 
that previous sentences from 
the Court of Final Appeal have 
already defined clearly the con-
cept of “unlawful assembly.”

The awareness of the “unlaw-
ful” nature of their activities, 
together with their intentions, 
show some premeditation. This 
led the court to conclude that 
there was a “willful miscon-
duct” from the leaders of the 
protest who, during the pro-
cess, “urged” other participants 
“even if in a veiled way.”

As for the justifications gi-
ven by the defendants, Judge 
Cheong said they “infringe on 

the principles of common sense 
and are not acceptable by the 
court.”

During the reading, and whi-
le Chiang remained standing 
and looking up, Sou, on several 
occasions, expressed his disa-
pproval by shaking his head.

In the end and while noting 
that the attitude of the defen-
dants “is not praiseworthy,” 
the court also took into account 
that both had never been con-
victed for any crimes and that 
“the conduct was not violent 
and didn’t last for a long pe-
riod of time.” For these reasons 
that the court considered the 
penalty of “deprivation of liber-
ty” disproportionate, opposing 
the proposal of the prosecution 
that asked for a prison sentence 
for both.

Closing the session, Judge 
Cheong left a last piece of advi-
ce, delivered in a maternalistic 
manner. “We have to accept 
our own conducts,” she said, 
“even when we are acting with 
the purpose of protecting the 
population of Macau, we must 
do that in accordance with the 
law.”

Lawyers express unhappiness and surprise
Exiting from the 

court building yester-
day evening, the lawyers 
representing Sulu Sou 
and Scott Chiang, Jorge 
Menezes and Pedro Leal 
respectively, expressed 
unhappiness and surpri-
se at the sentence given 
to the defendants.

Questioned on the ou-
tcome, Leal said, “I was 
not expecting this, in 
a negative sense. I was 
expecting for an acqui-
ttal [of the accused],” 
followed by Menezes who 
expressed “unhappiness” 
over the result.

To the Times Menezes 

added, “I was expecting 
a not-guilty verdict, and 
I am disappointed with 
the ruling: because of its 
possible impact on the 
defendants and its pos-
sible impact on Macau’s 
civil liberties and rule of 
law,” he said. “I will not 
comment on the content 
of the case.”

The lawyers also said 
they will study with their 
clients the possibility of 
appealing the sentence; 
a possibility that “is not 
yet decided.”

As the lawyers mentio-
ned, “We have to see in 
detail the ruling,” noting 
that the one given yester-
day by the court was wri-

tten in Chinese language 
only.

The lawyers also noted 
that at moment there are 
several possible scena-
rios, including the fact 
that the “Public Prosecu-
tor might not [want to] 
appeal the sentence.”

Information confirmed 
to the journalists present 
by both defendants con-
firmed that they “haven’t 
yet decided if we will or 
not appeal [the senten-
ce],” adding, “we will 
still to discuss this with 
the lawyer team.” Sou 
added that they need to 
“analyze first the docu-

ment [ruling] from the 
court.”

Questioned on the sen-
tence from the court Sou 
said, “from the beginning 
we always said - and we 
continue to think - we 
are not guilty, we were 
just exercising a funda-
mental right.”

Scott Chiang said he 
“had no expectations” 
concerning the outcome 
of the process. “We were 
just seeing what happe-
ned and we all know this 
[decision] might not be 
final,” adding, “this is a 
not [just] a battle; it is a 
lifelong struggle.”

Questioned on the pos-
sibility of an upcoming 
sentence on other cases 
that would aggravate 
their situation, Chiang 
said, “we know we are 
[always] more or less on 
the verge at all times [of 
facing a jail term]. This 
was just a realization 
that such risks could be-
come real.”

Taking the same Chi-
nese proverb previously 
mentioned by top-lawyer 
Neto Valente, Chiang 
said, “We believe that we 
are the chicken killed to 
scare the monkey.” 

“We could not care less 
about what happens to 
the chicken; what we 
care is that the monkey 
is not afraid.” RM

 
I was expecting a not-
guilty verdict, and I am 
disappointed with the ruling.

JoRGE MENEZES 

three other new macau members 
to be investigated

aLMOSt cLOSing the court 
session at the TJB yesterday, it 
was revealed that three other 
members of the “New Macau 
Association,” including the pres-
ident, Kam Sut Leng, will face an 
investigation and possible pros-
ecution following the case of Sou 
and Chiang. As the judge of the 
case mentioned, “a court certifi-
cate has been extracted from this 
case and after this process [it] will 
be delivered to the Public Prose-
cutions Office that will open an in-

vestigation procedure.” That will 
fall on Kam and two other New 
Macau members that have been 
identified in the process as partici-
pants of the “illegal” protest. Com-
menting on the situation, Sulu 
Sou said, “we are worried that 
freedom of speech or of opinion 
will be tightened [restricted] after 
this case and that everyone [will 
feel] they are in a risky [situation] 
when they express their opinion 
without permission from the au-
thorities.”

 
Even when we 
are acting with 
the purpose 
of protecting 
the population 
of Macau, we 
must do that 
in accordance 
with the law.

CHEoNG WENG ToNG
JUDGE

Sulu Sou speaks to reporters while exiting the TJB
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UM to hold 5th 
Macau Symposium 
on Biomedical 
Sciences
The Fifth Macau Symposium on 
Biomedical Sciences, organized 
by the University of Macau (UM) 
Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS), 
will be held between June 8 and 9 
at the UM. The theme of this year’s 
symposium is ‘Precision’. During 
the event, participants will discuss 
advanced research studies and the 
latest technology in biomedical 
sciences. Prof Ada Yonath, recipient 
of the 2009 Nobel Prize in chemistry 
and honorary doctor of UM, will 
be one of the keynote speakers. 
Yonath will give a keynote speech, 
titled ‘Next Generation Species 
Specific Eco-Friendly Antibiotics 
and Thoughts about Origin of Life’. 
Douglas Lowy, MD, a recipient 
of the Lasker-DeBakey Clinical 
Medical Research Award, will 
also give a keynote speech, titled 
‘Preventing HPV-associated Cancers 
by Vaccination’. According to a 
statement issued yesterday by the 
UM, many internationally renowned 
scholars, researchers, and experts 
in the field of biomedical sciences 
will gather at the symposium to have 
in-depth discussions on the latest 
breakthroughs and future trends in 
the field. The event aims to provide a 
platform for participants to exchange 
ideas and explore opportunities for 
research collaboration.
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sThe absence of Portuguese 
experts in Chinese music in 

Portugal remains a challenge, 
and will continue to be a setba-
ck if its institutions don’t esta-
blish networks with experts in 
this field.

Énio de Souza, a scholar cur-
rently based in Lisbon, said 
that Portuguese universities 
that have music departmen-
ts don’t have any seminars or 
courses on Chinese musical 
instruments. 

Énio de Souza spoke at a se-
minar and book launch about 
“Chinese Musical Instrumen-
ts” in Albergue SCM last week. 

The researcher, current or-
ganizer and coordinator of the 
education department of the 
Macau Scientific and Cultural 
Center Museum (CCCM) in 
Lisbon, kicked off his research 
in November 2011 and con-
tinued until February 2015, 
discovering over 400 Chine-
se musical instruments held 
across six collections in Lisbon.

According to the scholar, 
the significant number of ins-
truments present in Portugal 
was due to the five centuries 

of politics, trading and cultural 
relationship growth between 
Portugal and China.

Alongside this research fra-
mework, the group also found 
iconography of Chinese ins-
truments depicted in several 
Chinese objects, including ter-
racotta, stone, bronze and por-
celain.

“This material has great po-
tential for research but it looks 
like [it’s been] neglected from 
the point of view of studies,” 
the scholar expressed.

Énio de Souza remarked that 
if Portugal is to be up-to-date 
in the field of Asian Studies, 
with a particular emphasis on 
China as well as its music and 
organology, the country should 
work on establishing scientific 
networks with Asian and wes-
tern countries that have known 
competence in the field.

Speaking on the role of the 
SAR in promoting Chinese 
instruments in Portugal, he 
noted, “Macau’s [role] was 
very important because it was 
[…] the last Portuguese admi-
nistration that started to send 
Chinese musical instruments 

to Portugal.”
The scholar recalled that the 

Macao Chinese Opera perfor-
med in many cities in Portu-
gal back in 1987 until its latest 
performance in the country in 
2014, where it held a total of 
four concerts. 

“The Portuguese administra-
tion developed and promoted 
Macau in the West and Asia 
because many people don’t 
know about this,” he said.

“Later on, [since] China had 
economic power [in] the ear-
ly millennium… we had many 

Chinese citizens in Portugal… 
leading to further development 
of Chinese instruments in Por-
tugal,” de Souza explained.

Énio de Souza was respon-
sible for launching and or-
ganizing the first and second 
editions of the “Chinese Mu-
sic and Musical Instruments: 
Lisbon Conference,” held in 
2016 and 2017.

Just this month, he also co- 
organized the 21st Chime in-
ternational conference on Chi-
nese Music Research held in 
Lisbon. LV

Portugal needs experts on 
Chinese instruments, said scholar

Énio de Souza
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The Macau SAR has climbed se-
ven places to become the joint 
29th strongest passport in the 
world, according to the latest 

Henley Passport Index published by glo-
bal citizenship and residence advisory 
firm Henley & Partners.

The Macau SAR passport, which shares 
the rank with Paraguay, permits visa-
free access to 143 countries, compared 
with 127 in 2017 and 120 the year before.

As of this year, the Japanese pass-
port is now the world’s most powerful, 
allowing visa-free travel to 189 jurisdic-
tions. Germany, the strongest passport 
in last year’s ranking, is tied in second 
place with Singapore, both allowing ac-
cess to 188 countries.

Meanwhile, Hong Kong is in 16th pla-

ce with 169 countries, a spot it shares 
with Bulgaria, Croatia and Romania. 
Taiwan (148) is a little further down in 
the ranking in 26th place, while main-
land China (70) is 68th.

China was the third biggest climber on 
this year’s index, rising 17 places from 
last year. Its improvement was surpas-
sed only by Ukraine and Georgia, which 
rose by 20 and 19 ranks respectively.

Meanwhile, the world’s weakest pass-
ports included those from Pakistan, So-
malia, Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq.

The Henley Passport Index surveys 199 
passports from around the world against 
227 different travel destinations. There-
fore, the maximum score a country can 
achieve is 226. In last year’s index, only 
219 destinations were considered.

18 arrested in raid for 
human smuggling 

Macau climbs 
seven places on 
passport index

Eighteen people were ar-
rested over the weekend 
as part of a crackdown on 
human smuggling, the Ju-
diciary Police (PJ) said at a 
press conference.

They were arrested on 
suspicion of being involved 
in a human smuggling gang 
which assisted Vietnamese 
workers in finding work in 
several construction sites in 
Macau.

The PJ was working in 
collaboration with the Ma-
cau Customs Service and 
relevant local authorities of 
the Chinese mainland, the 

spokesman, added. Autho-
rities believe the scheme 
had been running for at 
least two years. 

According to the PJ 
spokesperson Leng Kam 
Lun, the suspects assisted 
the Vietnamese nationals 
to travel from Vietnam to 
Guangxi Province, and then 
transferred them to their 
stronghold in Zhuhai.

“They were given a little 
break over there and then, 
with the help of other sus-
pects, they were arranged 
to swim into the SAR. The 
Vietnamese started working 

after successfully landing 
onshore near the Pearl of 
the Orient, in Avenida da 
Amizade,” Leng said, as ci-
ted in a TDM report. 

“What’s special about 
this case is that, apart from 
boarding a boat, the Vietna-
mese actually swam from 
Zhuhai to Macau. This is a 
big challenge to the Macau 
Customs [service] because 
it’s very difficult to detect 
them, even with the help 
of a radar,” said Macao 
Customs service’s opera-
tions manager Chiang Kin 
Chong. 

Mainland police have also 
arrested the masterminds 
of the criminal group in 
Guangxi and Guangdong 
province.  MDT/Xinhua
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Abandoned 
baby’s mother 
arrested
 
The mother of an abandoned baby, 
reported by the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) on Monday, has been found 
and arrested, the PJ reported 
yesterday. The abandoned baby is 
a 10-month-old boy whose father 
is a 60-year-old local resident. The 
arrested mother is a 27-year-old 
Hong Kong resident. The suspect 
said that she had a quarrel with the 
father concerning the boy’s foster 
care, upon which she, on May 26, 
took the baby from the house of the 
father’s sister, and later abandoned 
the infant. 

GDP up by 9 
percent in first 
quarter
Macau’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) grew by 9.2 percent year-
on-year in real terms in the first 
quarter of 2018, higher than the 
8 percent rise in the previous 
quarter. Economic growth in the 
first quarter was mainly driven 
by exports of services and private 
consumption. According to 
information from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC), external 
demand expanded further, which 
pushed total exports of services 
up by 16 percent year-on-year. 
Domestic demand recovered, with 
private consumption expenditure 
and government final consumption 
expenditure rising by 4.8 percent 
and 2.2 percent respectively year-
on-year. Private consumption was 
up by 4.8 percent year-on-year, 
higher than the 2.7 percent rise in 
the previous quarter. Government 
final consumption expenditure 
grew at a slower rate of 2.2 percent 
year-on-year, down from the 5.1 
percent increase in the previous 
quarter, with compensation of 
employees and net purchases 
of goods and services rising 
by 2.5 percent and 1.6 percent 
respectively. According to DSEC, 
imports of goods rose 7 percent 
year-on-year, while imports of 
services increased by 34.2 percent 
year-on-year.

381 new 
tuberculosis 
cases registered 
in 2017 
In 2017, the Health Bureau 
(SSM) registered 381 new cases 
of tuberculosis, with 47 cases 
concerning non-local residents, 
the SSM revealed in a statement. 
The incidence rate is of 58.3 cases 
per 100,000 inhabitants. There 
have been 18 fatal cases recorded; 
the mortality rate is 2.8 cases 
per 100,000 inhabitants. Among 
the fatal cases, 12 were people 
aged 65 years old or over, and six 
were under 65 years old, with the 
youngest person aged 42 years old. 
SSM noted that, similarly to other 
regions in Asia, tuberculosis is the 
main factor affecting the health 
and life of residents.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) will hold the “Macau’s 

Intangible Cultural Heritage 
Carnival” at Mandarin’s House 
and Lilau Square on June 9 and 
10, in response to the “China Cul-
tural and Natural Heritage Day.” 

Aiming to raise public aware-
ness and understanding of the ci-
ty’s intangible cultural heritage, 
this year’s carnival will feature a 
series of activities such as boo-
th games, exhibitions, thematic 
talks, workshops and performan-
ces presented by various cultural 
and artistic groups.

A stamp-collecting activity will 
also be available at the carnival 
for participants to redeem sou-
venirs in exchange for a specified 
number of stamps collected after 
playing games. 

In addition, lectures and 

workshops will also be arranged 
during the carnival, including 
a lecture on the “Overview of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in 
Macau” by the associate profes-
sor of the Centre of Sino-Wes-
tern Cultural Studies, Lam Fat 
Iam.

A lecture on the “Belief and 
Customs of Na Tcha” by the heirs 
of representative items of intan-
gible cultural heritage at the na-
tional level, Chiang Kun Kuong 
and Ip Tat, will also be presen-
ted, as well as a workshop on the 
Craft of Bamboo Scaffolding. 

The IC stated that these acti-
vities and demonstrations will 
enable the public to connect with 
the city’s intangible cultural he-
ritage, facilitate exchanges and 
interactions, and promote the 
cultural heritage of the SAR.

The Macau Univer-
sity of Science and 

Technology and the Ma-
cau Tourism Association 
jointly launched a report 
on both the 2011-2017 
Macau Gaming Corporate 
Philanthropy Responsibi-
lity Development and the 
2011-2017 Macau Gaming 
Enterprise Charity Dona-
tions Ranking. 

According to the re-
port, between 2011 and 
2017, charitable dona-
tions from the city’s six 
gaming operations to-
taled HKD1.557 billion, 
representing an average 
increase of 6.48 percent, 
and accounting for 0.085 
percent of these com-
panies’ total revenue. 

Since 2014, charity do-
nations and gaming ope-
rators’ revenue have fluc-
tuated, in general, at the 
same pace. 

Traditional charitable 
organizations or funds, 
for instance the Tong Sin 
Tong, Macao Holy House 
of Mercy and the Macau 
Daily News readers’ cha-
rity fund, receive the ma-
jority of donations from 
gaming operators. 

Lin Guangzhi, director 
of the Institute for Social 
and Cultural Research, 
said that gaming opera-
tors lack consistent stan-
dards in terms of their 
donations. 

The report indicates 
that these donations also 
need to be more open and 
transparent. 

Moreover, gaming ope-
rators are criticized in the 
sense that they should 
increase the scale and ef-
fectiveness of their dona-
tions. The report also no-
ted that donations from 
local gaming operators 
to mainland are “rather 
small.” 

In conclusion, the report 
suggests for the SAR go-
vernment to pay attention 
to the recognition and 
evaluation of donations 
by gaming operators, 
which should establish 
further departments, in 
particular for addressing 
charity matters. 

Between 2011 and 2017, 
the top three donating 
gaming operators were 
Wynn Macau, Galaxy En-
tertainment Group and 
Sands China. 

Study suggests 
casinos to increase 
scale of donations

IC announces activities for 
cultural heritage carnival

IFT Café closed after 
two-year operation
The IFT Café has been 

closed for business 
since yesterday. 

Inaugurated in June 
2016, and located next to Nam 
Van Lake, the café was being 
run by the IFT as a training 

center for its students. In 
2016, the city’s cultural au-
thorities decided to prepare a 
public tender to hand the café 
over to a private operator. 

The first round of tender was 
opened by IFT in March 2017 

to invite interested parties 
from the food and beverage 
industry to rent and opera-
te two spaces at the lake. The 
tender culminated in succes-
sful leases for two shops in 
August 2017. One of the bid-

ders started their business in 
January 2018 while the other 
is under the licensing process.

IFT proceeded to the second 
round of the open tender from 
October 2017 to February 
2018 for five other shops de-
signated for food and bevera-
ge. There were also two suc-
cessful bidders in this round 
of the open tender. The shop, 
in which the IFT Café was lo-
cated, will be handed over to 
the successful bidder on June 
1 to run a leisure café, while 
the other shop will be turned 
into a restaurant offering bur-
gers, pizzas and similar cui-
sine. However, the owners of 
the two restaurants will need 
to apply for the relevant licen-
se before beginning operation, 
according to a statement is-
sued yesterday.

The remaining shops will be 
included in the third round of 
the open tender to call for lea-
se and operation in the near 
future, possibly starting from 
next month. The project task 
force expects to bring a brand 
new recreational experience 
to residents and tourists by 
enriching the food and beve-
rage options in the area and 
combining them with other 
facilities, such as the shops 
selling cultural and creative 
products and pedal boats.

The event will be held at Mandarin’s House (pictured) and Lilau Square
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Demonstrators protest outside the Starbucks cafe in Philadelphia 

Starbucks to close over 8,000 stores 
in the US for anti-bias training

Alibaba Leads a USD1.38b 
investment in delivery giant ZTO
ALibaba Group Hol-

ding Ltd. is leading 
the purchase of 10 percent 
of Chinese delivery service 
ZTO Express (Cayman) 
Inc. for USD1.38 billion, 
a deal that’ll augment the 
e-commerce giant’s ability 
to ship packages around 
the globe.

The Alibaba-led inves-
tor group includes its own 
logistics arm Cainiao, the 
company said in a state-
ment that didn’t specify 

other buyers. Under an 
agreement, Cainiao and 
U.S.-listed ZTO will colla-
borate on everything from 
delivery and warehouse 
management to technolo-
gy.

Chinese express deli-
very has ballooned in past 
years alongside a boom 
in online shopping, as 
consumers increasingly 
demand faster and more 
reliable shipping. Aliba-
ba and arch-rival JD.com 

Inc. are spending billions 
not just to shore up their 
networks and shorten de-
livery windows to a day or 
less, but also on expensive 
forays into old-fashioned 
retail and data computing.

“The growth of e-com-
merce and new retail in 
China demands more effi-
cient express delivery and 
expanded logistics servi-
ces,” Meisong Lai, ZTO’s 
founder and chief executi-
ve officer, said in the sta-

tement. “This partnership 
will enable us to expand 
our selection of high qua-
lity service offerings both 
in China and internatio-
nally.”

The cash infusion will 
bolster ZTO as it expands 
its network to keep pace 
with fast-growing rivals. 
Chinese express-delivery 
operators are looking to 
counter rising labor costs 
in part through automa-
tion and more effective 

use of capacity. The com-
pany was among local ser-
vices that raised freight 
charges last year to try and 
end an intense price war 
that’s hurt profit margins.

ZTO, which debuted in 
an initial public offering 
in October 2016, has been 
a longstanding partner to 
Alibaba and at one point 
relied on Alibaba for about 
three-quarters of parcel 
volume. But the company, 
just one among a coterie of 
players including SF Ex-
press and Shanghai Yunda 
Express Co. in a fragmen-
ted market, is looking to 
invest in automation and 
its international reach.

Neither Alibaba nor 

ZTO outlined specific 
projects they might ex-
plore jointly. The Chi-
nese e-commerce lea-
der already operates a 
massive logistics player 
in Cainiao, created with 
partners with the aim of 
supporting Alibaba’s on-
line operations. It’s now 
a provider of same-day 
and next-day delivery in 
nearly 1,500 Chinese dis-
tricts and counties and 
operates Cainiao Post: 
a network of last-mile 
stations covering nei-
ghborhoods in the top 
100 cities and around 
1,800 university campu-
ses across the country. 
Bloomberg

StarbuckS is closing 
more than 8,000 stores 
nationwide to conduct 
anti-bias training, the 

next of many steps the company 
is taking to try to restore its tar-
nished image as a hangout whe-
re all are welcome.

After the arrests of two black 
men in Philadelphia last mon-
th at one of its stores, the cof-
fee chain’s leaders apologized 
and met with the two men, but 
also reached out to activists and 
experts in bias training to put 
together a curriculum for its 
175,000 workers.

That has put a spotlight on the 
little-known world of “uncons-
cious bias training,” which is 
used by many corporations, po-
lice departments and other orga-
nizations to help address racism 
in the workplace. The training is 
typically designed to get people 
to open up about implicit biases 
and stereotypes in encountering 
people of color, gender or other 
identities.

The Perception Institute, a 
consortium of researchers con-
sulting with Starbucks, defines 
implicit bias as attitudes — posi-
tive or negative — or stereotypes 
someone has toward a person or 
group without being conscious 
of it. A common example, ac-
cording to some of its studies, 
is a tendency for white people 
to unknowingly associate black 
people with criminal behavior.

Many retailers including Wal-
mart and Target said they al-
ready offer some racial bias 
training. Target says it plans to 
expand that training. Nords-
trom has said it plans to enhan-
ce its training after issuing an 
apology to three black teenagers 
in Missouri who employees fal-
sely accused of shoplifting.

Anti-bias sessions can incorpo-
rate personal reflections, explo-
rations of feelings and mental 

exercises. But one expert says 
training of this kind can have 
the opposite effect if people feel 
judged.

According to a video pre-
viewing the Starbucks training, 
there will be recorded remarks 
from Starbucks executives and 
rapper/activist Common. From 
there, employees will “move into 
a real and honest exploration of 
bias” where, in small groups, 
they can share how the issue co-
mes up in their daily work life. 
Starbucks has described it as 
a “collaborative and engaging 
experience for store partners to 
learn together.”

Developed with feedback from 
the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund, the Percep-
tion Institute and other social 
advocacy groups, Yesterday’s 
four-hour session gave workers 
a primer on the history of civil 
rights from the 1960s to pre-
sent day. Workers also viewed a 
short documentary film.

Alexis McGill Johnson, Per-

ception’s co-founder and exe-
cutive director, says anti-bias 
training is about awareness.

“The work that we want to do 
is not say you’re a bad person 
because you have a stereotype 
about a group, but say this is 
why your brain may have these 
stereotypes,” she said.

Johnson declined to elaborate 
on the details of the Starbucks 
training. But she said Percep-
tion’s workshops typically in-
clude mental exercises to show 
participants how bias creeps 
into situations. A session can 
include personal reflections, she 
said, such as, “I was socialized to 
think about a group this way.”

Johnson said the real work 
is for employees to apply what 
they learn in their everyday li-
ves. She likened it to exercising 
a muscle. Some ways to practice 
counter-stereotyping, she said, 
are to look for something unique 
about a person that is beyond 
their social identity.

“It could be having a question 

that elicits something more inte-
resting than, say, the weather or 
the traffic,” Johnson said, stres-
sing the need to “go well beyond 
the superficial.”

In the Philadelphia incident, 
Rashon Nelson and Donte Ro-
binson were asked to leave af-
ter one was denied access to the 
bathroom. They were arrested 
by police minutes after they sat 
down to await a business mee-
ting. The incident was recorded 
by cellphones and went viral.

Nelson and Robinson settled 
with Starbucks this month for an 
undisclosed sum and an offer of 
a free education. They also rea-
ched a deal with the city of Phi-
ladelphia for a symbolic $1 each 
and a promise from officials to 
establish a USD200,000 pro-
gram for young entrepreneurs.

Starbucks has since announced 
anyone can use its restrooms 
even if they are not buying any-
thing. According to documents 
Starbucks sent to store workers, 
employees should also think ca-
refully when dealing with dis-
ruptive customers. A guide advi-
ses staff to consider whether the 

actions they take would apply to 
any customer in the same situa-
tion. They should dial 911 only if 
the situation seems unsafe.

Starbucks said the arrests ne-
ver should have occurred and 
announced the mass closures 
of its stores for the afternoon of 
training.

Calvin Lai, an assistant profes-
sor of psychological and brain 
sciences at Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis, said people 
should not place high expecta-
tions on this one day.

“We find that oftentimes di-
versity training has mixed ef-
fects, and in some cases it can 
even backfire and lead people 
who are kind of already reactive 
to these issues to become even 
more polarized,” Lai said.

One afternoon wouldn’t really 
be “moving the needle on the 
biases,” especially when it’s a 
company with as many em-
ployees as Starbucks, he said. 
“A lot of those employees won’t 
be here next year or two years or 
three years down the line.”

Starbucks has said yesterday’s 
sessions serve as “a step in a long- 
term journey to make Starbucks 
even more welcoming and safe 
for all.” It is working with volun-
teer advisers including Heather 
McGhee, president of social ad-
vocacy organization Demos, and 
Sherrilyn Ifill, president and di-
rector-counsel of the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund.

“One of the things Starbucks 
has to wrestle with is how to in-
corporate this kind of training 
into the onboarding of every 
employee,” Ifill said.

That takes a sustained effort, 
McGhee added.

“We have really made it clear 
that one training is not enough, 
and this needs to be part of an 
ongoing review of their poli-
cies,” McGhee said. “They really 
need to commit.” MDT/AP 

 
The work 
that we want 
to do is not 
say you’re a 
bad person 
because 
you have a 
stereotype 
about a group.

ALEXIS MCGILL JoHNSoN
PERCEPTIoN’S Co-FoUNDER
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The walled city of Dubrovnik, Croatia

Beijing’s reach and Europe’s 
money meet in Balkan outpost
James M. Gomez 
& Jasmina Kuzmanovic

A short hike from the fishing 
village of Brijesta, where 

the Croatian mainland’s rocky 
coastline across the bay melts 
into the Adriatic, a four-story 
concrete pier scrapes the blue 
horizon.

The hulking eyesore is part of 
an abandoned bridge project, an 
ever-present reminder of how 
the forces of history and squab-
bling politicians failed a region 
of about 100,000 people. It 
now has become a new symbol: 
where the benefits of European 
Union membership converge 
with China’s expanding influen-
ce.

Thanks to Croatia’s EU entry, 
the 526 million-euro (USD621 
million) plan is being revived. 
State-owned China Commu-
nications Construction Group 
Ltd. plans to restart the project 
halted in 2007 this year. The 
28-nation bloc agreed to provi-
de 85 percent of the financing, 
with the Croatian government 
pitching in the rest. The four-la-
ne bridge, which will cut travel 
time by several hours to some 
parts of the Peljesac peninsula, 
is set to open in 2021.

“The bridge is our salvation,” 
said Zdravko Lazic, 38, as he 

tossed freshly harvested oysters 
into salt-encrusted buckets on 
Brijesta’s small stone dock. “It’ll 
probably be less quiet once the 
bridge is built, but it will bring 
tourists and keep people from 
leaving.”

China is already deeply embe-
dded in Europe, owning every-
thing from ports in Spain, Gree-
ce, and Belgium to a German 
airport. It’s also pushing into the 
continent’s former Communist 
East, with investment ranging 
from wind farms in Poland and 
a brewery in the Czech Republic 
to software engineering in Bul-
garia and car-part manufactu-
ring in Hungary. Infrastructure 
projects have been especially 
popular, including the interna-
tional airport of the Albanian 
capital Tirana, a shipping termi-
nal in the Romanian port city of 
Constanta and a high-speed rail 
upgrade linking the Hungarian 
and Serbian capitals.

The bridge project focuses 
on the Peljesac peninsula, part 
of the Croatia’s southernmost 
county, most of which is se-
parated from the main bulk of 
country by a 9-kilometer coas-
tal stretch that gives sea access 
to Bosnia. What was an admi-
nistrative quirk when the nei-
ghbors were partners within 
Yugoslavia became a pain after 

independence and a major hea-
dache after Croatia joined the 
EU in 2013.

“We’re not an island, but we 
do feel like one,” said Vedrana 
Kelleher, the owner of Savills 
Plc’s Croatian unit who focuses 
on real estate in the county. “We 
feel we’re not really part of the 
European Union, we’re so awa-
re of this territorial disconnec-
tion.”

DiFFicuLt acceSS
It’s not that the entire region is 

a sleepy backwater. The county 
seat is Dubrovnik, a historic city 
where tourism is booming in 
part thanks to its role as King’s 
Landing in HBO’s Game of 
Thrones and Canto Bight in Star 
Wars VIII. Even the bustling 
world heritage site is difficult 
to reach by car from the rest 
of Croatia, through ferries and 
international borders -- and 
it’s still a sharp contrast to the 
40-mile-long Peljesac peninsu-
la.

Home to 8,000 people and 
some of the country’s best vi-
neyards, it’s also the least deve-
loped part of Croatia’s winding 
Adriatic coast, held back by the 
difficulty of access. The town of 
Trpanj, for example, is about 10 
kilometers the mainland, but vi-
sitors have to drive more than 10 

times as much along the coast, 
dipping in and out of Bosnia, or 
catch a ferry that runs four times 
daily and has limited capacity, 
which could mean being stran-
ded overnight.

“Traveling through two border 
crossings makes it unpredictab-
le, and in the summer it can take 
hours,” Dubrovnik Mayor Mato 
Frankovic said. “The bridge will 
change all that.”

ecOnOMic bOOSt
The oversea link will provide 

instant access. It will add 7.2 
percentage points to the re-
gion’s economic growth over 15 
years while raising employment 
by increasing trade and tou-
rism, according a government 
study done in 2006 -- officials 
haven’t been able to provide a 
more recent estimate. Croatia’s 
drive to join the EU’s borderless 
Schengen zone will get a boost 
and there are benefits to the en-
vironment by diverting millions 
of cars each year away from the 
congested single-lane Bosnian 
border.

It will also complete a plan de-
cades in the making. The project 
first surfaced in the 1990s after 
Yugoslavia broke up, but the-
re was little progress because 
of a bloody war that devastated 
much of the region, including 

Dubrovnik. Construction finally 
began in 2007, with the first two 
support piers erected on either 
side. The global economic crisis 
started the following year, sen-
ding Croatia into years of reces-
sion, and funding dried up.

“I’m absolutely frustrated that 
we have waited so long,” said 
Nikola Dobroslavic, the head of 
Dubrovnik county. “But Croa-
tia at the time didn’t have the 
financial abilities to build the 
bridge by itself.”

On the mainland, the cons-
truction is already bringing bu-
siness to the village of Komarna. 
Restaurants are expanding, new 
ones are opening, ready to cater 
to the builders. Across the bay, it 
will take a while longer, though 
the first signs of progress have 
appeared.

The owners of Saints Hills bou-
ght an abandoned stone winery 
in the center of a lush Peljesac 
valley in 2006, a year before the 
first attempt at bridge construc-
tion began. It’s added climate-
controlled cellars, oak casks and 
stainless-steel machinery and is 
now pouring money into hospi-
tality for the time when the wi-
nery will be more accessible.

But more needs to be done. 
At Trpanj, the hotel next to the 
ferry to the mainland has barely 
changed since the socialist days. 
Up the peninsula, upscale eate-
ries are scarce even though fresh 
oyster is abundant.

“Peljesac has remained unde-
veloped because it was out of 
an easy reach,” said Kelleher of 
Savills. “When tourists arrive, 
investors will, too.” Bloomberg
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US, PRC make world safe for fraud

StUmblInG blockS

Trump’s trade agenda hits China, NAFTA
Ken Thomas, Washington

PreSiDent Donald 
Trump’s hard-line 

views on trade, a staple 
of his message long befo-
re he entered politics, are 
beginning to collide with 
the cold realities of global 
geopolitics.

Trade talks on China and 
the North American Free 
Trade Agreement have hit 
stumbling blocks, posing 
a challenge for a president 
who vowed to make trade 
deals more equitable for 
the United States during 
his 2016 campaign and 
who famously tweeted that 
trade wars are “easy to 
win.”

Trump’s trade agenda 
— at least lately — has not 
been so easy.

Trump’s administration 
announced plans yester-
day to slap USD50 billion 
worth of tariffs on Chinese 
technology while taking 
steps to impose new in-
vestment restrictions and 
export controls, aimed at 
pushing China to remove 
trade barriers that make it 
difficult for U.S. companies 
to do business in China.

The new action came af-
ter the administration said 
earlier this month that it 
had suspended plans to 
impose $150 billion in ta-

riffs for now and the pre-
sident tweeted last week 
that a “different structure” 
would be needed in the tra-
de talks involving the wor-
ld’s two largest economies.

The president has be-
moaned the massive U.S. 
trade deficit with China — 
USD337 billion last year 
— as evidence that Beijing 
has been complicit in abu-
sive trading practices and 
outsmarted his predeces-
sors.

Pointing to a pause in the 
trade dispute, the adminis-

tration had pointed to Chi-
na’s plans to “significantly 
increase” its purchases of 
U.S. goods and services 
and make “meaningful in-
creases” in U.S. exports of 
agriculture and energy pro-
ducts. Financial markets, 
wary of a calamitous trade 
war, were relieved.

But Beijing did not agree 
to any specific dollar 
amounts, despite the 
Trump administration’s 
push to lower the U.S. tra-
de deficit by at least $200 
billion. And doubts remain 
about whether China will 
address allegations the 
Chinese engage in cyber-
theft of trade secrets, force 
U.S. companies to transfer 
some of their technology in 
exchange for market access 
or back away from its Chi-

na 2025 plan to dominate 
emerging technologies.

Separately, on Friday, 
the U.S. reached a deal on 
ZTE Corp. that will allow 
the Chinese telecommuni-
cations giant to remain in 
business. Under the deal, 
ZTE will oust its manage-
ment team, hire American 
compliance offers and pay 
a fine — on top of the $1 
billion it’s already paid for 
selling equipment to North 
Korea and Iran in violation 
of U.S. sanctions. In return, 
the U.S. Commerce De-
partment will lift a seven- 
year ban on ZTE buying 
components from U.S. 
companies. The ban, impo-
sed this month, threatened 
to put ZTE out of business.

Trump said earlier that a 
resolution would help U.S. 

firms that supply ZTE with 
components, but members 
of Congress, including se-
veral Republicans, warned 
that the U.S. is being too 
lenient on a company that 
has violated U.S. sanc-
tions.

“ZTE presents a national 
security threat to the Uni-
ted States — and nothing 
in this reported deal ad-
dresses that fundamental 
fact,” said Sen. Chris Van 
Hollen, a Maryland Demo-
crat. “If President Trump 
won’t put our security 
before Chinese jobs, Con-
gress will act on a biparti-
san basis to stop him.”

Trump’s team, meanwhi-
le, has hit an impasse with 
Canada and Mexico on 
negotiations over NAFTA. 
The president has sought 
to overhaul NAFTA as a 
way of returning automo-
bile production to the U.S. 
and reduce America’s tra-
de deficit with Mexico. AP

Anne Stevenson-Yang

China and the U.S. are 
presenting themselves 
as exemplars of opposite 
models of political gover-

nance.
China has laid out its vision for 

a rejuvenated nation: a socialist 
planned economy, built on data 
and analytics, that will displace 
market economies. The U.S. is 
taking the opposite route: with-
drawing government from the 
marketplace, deregulating the eco-
nomy through executive orders, 
starving regulators of funds, and 
appointing agency heads with re-
cords of antagonism to their own 
agencies’ missions.

With both economies breaking 
away from what was formerly a 
broad consensus on market gover-
nance, the concept of compliance 
is suddenly in question — as are 
systems of governance designed to 
prevent fraud.

The recent documentary “The 
China Hustle” laid bare the impact 
of Chinese fraud on U.S. markets. 
The film made much of backdoor 
listings, which apply lax standards 
of review to companies looking 
to capture capital from public in-
vestors. When the companies are 
Chinese, they fall into a regulatory 
gap between two systems: Chinese 
regulators abdicate responsibility, 
since the investors are American, 
and U.S. regulators do not have 
standing to access records in Chi-
na that might disclose fraud. The 
move in March to allow Chinese 
depositary receipts will exacerbate 
the problem by creating new ways 
for companies registered in the no 
man’s lands of the Caymans and 
British Virgin Islands to collect ca-
pital from Chinese investors.

What “The China Hustle” fai-

led to do was draw the obvious 
connection between the blatantly 
fraudulent Chinese reverse mer-
gers exposed in the 2009 to 2012 
period and the practices of the 
Chinese tech giants and unicorns 
who are being embraced by inves-
tors around the world today. The-
se unicorns have raised marketing 
exuberance to a scale that could 
hobble markets by subtracting 
hundreds of billions and even 
trillions in “value” in days if che-
cked against more familiar measu-
res of value.

Their misrepresentations are of 
a different type, more like Enron’s 
and less like Crazy Eddie’s. These 
companies exploit variations in 
reporting standards that open up 
opportunities to mislead investors 
without technically breaking the 
law: by creating new, unauditable 
claims, such as  gross merchandi-
se value; by obscuring corporate 
control with structures such as 
variable interest entities; by hiding 
ultimate beneficiaries via partner-

ship structures; by using the fig 
leaf of “national security” to thwart 
efforts to verify data; and by tur-
ning standards for determining 
income, cash flow, and even “cash 
and cash equivalents” into debata-
ble issues.

Regulatory arbitrage now allows 
entities exposed as frauds to fold 
up their tents and go raise ca-
pital elsewhere. Think about it: 
Not only is there no penalty for 
bilking public-market investors, 
but frauds are actually rewarded, 
because the trail of audited reports 
a company leaves behind becomes 
a foundation for a new listing, whi-
le the forensic analysis, regulator 
queries and class-action suits that 
got them delisted from one market 
are not even reviewed by the next 
one. Classic examples include Fo-
cus Media, which delisted in the 
U.S. after devastating revelations 
of fraud, then relisted at a higher 
valuation in Shenzhen.

Among the widest regulatory 
gaps that support Chinese unicor-

ns and decacorns such as Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd. and Tencent 
Holdings Ltd. is lax acquisition 
accounting, exacerbated by poor 
access to financial and ownership 
records across territories. How 
purchase prices for acquisitions 
are calculated and how their re-
ceipt is verified are almost entirely 
opaque and, when acquisitions fall 
below the line of “materiality,” in-
vestors learn nothing at all about 
them. Companies such as Alibaba 
have taken advantage of this by 
marking up the value of their ac-
quired companies even as those 
companies lose money. Untested 
asset value claims on their balance 
sheets constitute a rapidly growing 
fraction of their balance sheet as-
sets.

National governance systems 
are ill-adapted to these challenges, 
and yet the international order for 
managing trade and investment 
has largely broken down, as its 
biggest champion, the U.S., has 
demonstrated a clear lack of inte-

rest in complying with rules it was 
instrumental in writing. Investors 
seem eerily comfortable with the 
lack of stabilizing institutions and 
the predictability for trade and in-
vestment norms they provided.

It may be that the breakdown 
of international institutions and 
the low regard the U.S. gover-
nment has for its international 
commitments is, in fact, the next 
evolutionary stage of globaliza-
tion. The long post-colonial pro-
cess of emergence of the world’s 
largest populations would always 
have challenged the World Trade 
Organization and the Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund, as they were 
created by developed nations and 
long served their interests. The 
Great Game of this century finds 
its closest analog in the world of 
social media: beyond regulation, 
largely invisible from any single 
viewpoint, shattered into small 
domains of interest and participa-
tion, and brutally competitive for 
advantage in a world without a re-
cognized, institutional authority. 

As the world’s largest economies 
realign before our eyes, a question 
worth pondering for investors is 
this: In the new Great Game, who 
will be the referees? Bloomberg

 Trump announced plans 
yesterday to slap USD50 
billion worth of tariffs on 
Chinese technology 

 The 
documentary 
‘The China 
hustle’ laid 
bare the impact 
of Chinese 
fraud on US 
markets 
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 Kim Yong 
Chol planned 
to head to the 
United States, 
potentially for 
more talks 
to set up the 
summit

Kim Tong-Hyung, Seoul

DipLOMacy accelerated 
yesterday ahead of a po-

tential summit between U.S. 
President Donald Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un as a team of American di-
plomats involved in prepara-
tory discussions left a Seoul 
hotel, possibly to continue 
talks with their North Korean 
counterparts.

Meanwhile, in Beijing, South 
Korea’s Yonhap news agen-
cy reported that senior North 
Korean official Kim Yong Chol 
planned to head to the United 
States, potentially for more 
talks to set up the summit over 
the future of North Korea’s 
nuclear weapons program. He 
would be the most senior Nor-
th Korean official to visit the 
United States in 18 years.

It’s possible the trip could be 
a reciprocal visit after U.S. Se-
cretary of State Mike Pompeo 
traveled to Pyongyang, North 
Korea’s capital, twice in re-
cent weeks for meetings with 
Kim Jong Un, after which he 
said there was a “shared un-
derstanding” between the two 
sides about what they hope 
to achieve in the summit. It 
remains unclear whom Kim 
Yong Chol would meet in the 
United States if he goes.

South Korean media also re-
ported that a North Korean 

delegation arrived in Singapo-
re on Monday night for likely 
summit preparations with U.S. 
officials. Seoul did not confirm 
reports that the North Korean 
officials were headed by Kim 
Chang Son, Kim Jong Un’s 
close associate, and that his 
American counterpart would 
likely be White House deputy 
chief of staff for operations Joe 
Hagin.

South Korea’s Foreign Mi-
nistry said Washington and 
Pyongyang were engaging in 
“working-level” talks to ar-
range the possible summit, 
but said it couldn’t confirm 
specifics. Ministry spokesman 
Noh Kyu-duk also did not say 
whether Seoul knew of any 
U.S. plans regarding Kim Yong 
Chol’s possible visit, such as 
whether he and Pompeo have 
plans to meet.

Yonhap said Kim Yong Chol’s 
name was on the passenger list 
for a flight today from Beijing 
to New York. It earlier repor-
ted that he was heading strai-
ght to Washington, but later 
said he changed his flight to 
New York. South Korean of-
ficials couldn’t immediately 
confirm the report. Kim was 
seen in the Beijing airport yes-
terday by Associated Press Te-
levision.

Kim is a former military in-
telligence chief and now a vice 
chairman of the North Korean 

ruling party’s central commi-
ttee tasked with inter-Korean 
relations. A visit to the United 
States would be the highest- 
level North Korean official 
visit since 2000, when late 
National Defense Commission 
First Vice Chairman Jo Myong 
Rok visited Washington, Sou-
th Korea’s Unification Minis-
try said.

In South Korea, it wasn’t im-
mediately clear whether the 
American officials, including 
Sung Kim, the U.S. ambassa-
dor to Manila, were heading 
to the Korean village of Pan-
munjom, which straddles the 
border inside the Demilitari-
zed Zone, where they met with 
North Korean officials on Sun-
day. Sung Kim is a former U.S. 
ambassador to South Korea 
and was a top negotiator with 
North Korea in past nuclear 
talks.

Trump withdrew from a plan-
ned June 12 summit with Kim 
Jong Un last week, citing hos-
tile North Korean comments, 
but has since said the meeting 
in Singapore could still ha-
ppen. South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in, who has lobbied 
hard for nuclear negotiations 
between Trump and Kim, met 
with the North Korean leader 
in a surprise meeting on Sa-
turday in an effort to keep the 
summit alive.

In their second meeting in 
a month, Moon said Kim ex-
pressed willingness to coope-
rate to end confrontation and 
work toward peace for the sake 
of a successful summit with 
Trump. But Kim also said he 
was unsure whether he could 
trust the United States over 
its promise to end hostile po-
licies against North Korea and 
provide security assurances if 
the country does abandon its 
nuclear weapons, according to 
Moon.

At their first meeting on April 
27, Kim and Moon announced 
vague aspirations for a nu-
clear-free Korean Peninsula 
and permanent peace, whi-
ch Seoul has tried to sell as a 
meaningful breakthrough that 
increases the chances of suc-
cessful talks between Kim and 
Trump.

Their second meeting came 
after inter-Korean relations 

had chilled in recent weeks, 
with North Korea canceling a 
high-level meeting with Seoul 
over South Korea’s participa-
tion in a two-week military 
exercise with the United States 
that ended last week. The Ko-
reas have agreed to put high- 
level discussions back on tra-
ck with a meeting on Friday. 
But that did not stop North 
Korea’s state media from con-
tinuing its criticism of allied 
military exercises, saying if 
Washington “sincerely hopes 
for the talks, it should stop the 
acts of threatening its dialogue 
partner by force.”

Since the 1970s, the United 
States and South Korea have 
been holding a major sum-
mertime exercise called Ul-
chi Freedom Guardian that 
involves tens of thousands of 
troops. South Korea’s Defen-
se Ministry said there have 
been no discussions yet be-
tween Washington and Seoul 
on modifying the drills, which 
usually take place in August.

Despite Kim’s apparent ea-
gerness for a summit with 
Trump, there are lingering 
doubts about whether he will 
fully relinquish his nuclear 
weapons, which he may see 
as his only guarantee of sur-
vival. Moon has insisted Kim 
can be persuaded to abandon 
his nuclear facilities, materials 
and bombs in a verifiable and 
irreversible way in exchange 
for credible security and eco-
nomic guarantees.

U.S. and South Korean offi-
cials haven’t confirmed the de-
tails of the pre-summit nego-
tiations between Washington 
and Pyongyang at the border.

The officials may discuss 
bridging the gap between the 
two sides on what a deal on 
the North’s nuclear weapons 
would look like. There’s also 
speculation that American of-
ficials are trying to persuade 
the North Koreans to export 
a certain number of their nu-
clear warheads overseas at an 
early stage as proof of their 
commitment to denuclearize.

U.S. officials have talked 
about a comprehensive one- 
shot deal in which North Ko-
rea eliminates its nukes first 
and receives rewards later. 
But Kim, through two sum-
mits with Chinese President 
Xi Jinping in March and May, 
has called for a phased and 
synchronized process in whi-
ch every action he takes is met 
with a reciprocal reward from 
the United States.

Seoul has been advocating an 
alternative approach in whi-
ch the North’s comprehensi-
ve commitment and credible 
actions toward denucleari-
zation are followed by a pha-
sed but compressed process 
of inspection and verifiable 
dismantling. Before he can-
celed the summit, Trump did 
not rule out an incremental 
approach that would provide 
incentives along the way to the 
North. AP

TRUMp-KIM

Diplomacy heats up before 
summit, with trips by US, N. Korea

In this image made from video, Kim Yong Chol, in white, a former military intelligence chief who is now Kim Jong Un’s top official on inter-Korean relations, walks upon 
arrival at Beijing airport
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mh370

Leader of failed wreckage 
hunt hopes to search again

JApAN

Navy 
spots 
suspected 
China ship 
next to 
N. Korea 
tanker
Japan’S Foreign Ministry said 

yesterday that a Japanese navy 
surveillance aircraft has spotted 
a suspected Chinese-flagged ship 
apparently transferring fuel to a 
North Korean tanker on the open 
seas.

A ministry statement said that 
the two vessels were suspected of 
engaging in offshore ship-to-ship 
transfers banned under U.N. Se-
curity Council resolutions.

It said Japan has informed the 
U.N. Security Council of the May 
19 sighting of the North Korean-
flagged tanker, Ji Song 6, moored 
alongside the ship carrying a flag 
believed to be Chinese in open 
seas in the East China Sea.

Four photos taken by the Mari-
time Self-Defense Force were re-
leased, including two showing the 
ships alongside each other, con-
nected by a hose.

The U.N. has blacklisted the 
North Korean tanker.

The disclosure of the alleged of-
fshore transfer comes as prepa-
rations for an expected summit 
between President Donald Trump 
and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un appeared to be in their 
final stages.

U.N. sanctions on the North li-
mit energy trade and ban offshore 
transfers of goods to North Ko-
rean ships as part of international 
efforts to pressure Pyongyang into 
giving up its nuclear weapons.

Japan and the U.S. have said 
the sanctions must be enforced 
strictly to be effective, and asked 
China in particular to tighten en-
forcement. AP

Rob McGuirk, Canberra

The head of a U.S. 
technology company 
that scoured the In-
dian Ocean seabed 

for more than three months 
looking for Malaysia Airlines 
Flight 370 said yesterday he 
was disappointed the hunt 
failed to find wreckage and 
hoped to take part in some 
future search.

Malaysia said last week the 
search by Texas-based Ocean 
Infinity would end this week 
after two extensions of the 
original 90-day time limit.

Ocean Infinity chef execu-
tive Oliver Plunkett said the 
search would soon end after 
covering more than 112,000 
square kilometers of remote 
ocean floor — an area more 
than four times larger than 
the zone targeted by experts 
as the most likely crash site.

“I would firstly like to ex-
tend the thoughts of everyone 
at Ocean Infinity to the fami-
lies of those who have lost lo-
ved ones on MH370.  Part of 
our motivation for renewing 
the search was to try to pro-
vide some answers to those 
affected,” Plunkett said in a 
statement.

“It is therefore with a heavy 
heart that we end our current 
search without having achie-
ved that aim,” he added.

Plunkett said he was plea-
sed to hear the new Malay-
sian government had made 

finding the Boeing 777 that 
vanished with 239 people 
aboard a priority.

“Whilst clearly the outcome 
so far is extremely disappoin-
ting, as a company, we are 
truly proud of what we have 
achieved both in terms of the 
quality of data we’ve produ-
ced and the speed with which 
we covered such a vast area,” 
Plunkett said.

“We sincerely hope that we 
will be able to again offer 
our services in the search for 
MH370 in the future,” he ad-
ded.

Malaysia signed a “no cure, 
no fee” deal with Ocean In-
finity in January to resume 
the hunt for the plane, a year 
after the official search in 
the southern Indian Ocean 
by Australia, Malaysia and 
China was called off. Ocean 
Infinity stood to be paid $70 
million if it had found the 
wreckage or black boxes.  No 
other search is scheduled.

Australian Transport Minis-
ter Michael McCormack said 
the four-year search had been 
the largest in aviation history 
and tested the limits of tech-
nology and the capacity of ex-
perts and people at sea.

“We will always remain ho-
peful that one day the aircraft 
will be located,” McCorma-
ck’s office said in a statement.

Australia, Malaysia and Chi-
na agreed in 2016 that an of-
ficial search would only resu-
me if the three countries had 

credible evidence that identi-
fied a specific location for the 
wreckage.

Flight 370 vanished on Mar-
ch 8, 2014, while flying from 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, to 
Beijing. The original search 
focused on the South China 
Sea before analysis revealed 
that the plane had made an 
unexpected turn west and 
then south.

Australia coordinated an 
official search on Malaysia’s 
behalf that scoured 120,000 
square kilometers and cost 
200 million Australian 
dollars (USD150 million) be-
fore it ended last year.

Experts used drift analysis 
of wreckage found washed 
ashore on the west coasts 
of the Indian Ocean to defi-
ne the new search area that 
Ocean Infinity. The most 
likely crash site was only 
25,000 square kilometers, 
roughly the size of Vermont.

Ocean Infinity ship Sea-
bed Contractor made quick 
progress operating up to ei-
ght remotely controlled un-
derwater sonar drones.

Danica Weeks, an Austra-
lian resident who lost her 
husband on Flight 370, ur-
ged Foreign Minister Julie 
Bishop to call on Malaysia’s 
new government to be more 
transparent about what they 
knew about the mysterious 
disappearance.

“There’ve been so many 
theories and rumors and 

[...] we don’t know what is 
true and what isn’t,” Weeks 
told Australian Broadcasting 
Corp.

“I want Julie Bishop to say 
to the Malaysian counterpar-
ts now: What do you have? 
Where is the investigation 
at?” she added.

The director of the official 
seabed hunt that ended last 
year, Peter Foley, told an 
Australian Senate committee 
hearing last week that he still 
hoped that Ocean Infinity 
would be successful.

“If they’re not, of course, 
that would be a great sadness 
for all of us,” Foley said.

Jiang Hui of China, who-
se mother was on board the 
plane, said he appreciated 
Ocean Infinity’s efforts but 
still hoped for more informa-
tion on the possible reasons 
for the disappearance.

The recent seating of a new 
Malaysian government un-
der Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad could offer the 
prospects of new data beco-
ming available, Jiang told 
The Associated Press last 
week.

“I don’t believe a corrupted 
government can be efficient 
or fair,” he said, referring to 
the administration of Najib 
Razak, who was Malaysia’s 
prime minister when the flight 
disappeared and who has been 
questioned by police in a mo-
ney-laundering scandal that 
tainted his government. AP
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Josh Holt (right) is greeted by family and friends upon returning to Salt Lake City

USA

American freed from Venezuela 
jail returns home to Salt Lake
Joshua Goodman 
& Brady McCombs, Salt Lake City

NearLy two years after 
a trip to meet the woman 

he loved turned into an impri-
sonment in a Venezuelan jail, 
an exhausted but grateful Utah 
man arrived home with his wife.

Josh Holt arrived at the Salt 
Lake City airport yesterday [Ma-
cau time] to a tearful, cheering 
crowd holding signs in his favo-
rite color, green, with messages 
such as: “We never gave up.” His 
grandmother draped an Ameri-
can flag around his shoulders 
as he exchanged long hugs with 
person after person while the 
crowd sang “The Star-Spangled 
Banner.”

Holt spoke briefly to thank 
everyone who helped him and 
his wife, Thamara Caleno, get 
released from jail but said they 
were exhausted, feeling like 
they’d gotten “maybe four hours 
of sleep in four days.”

Standing nearby were his pa-
rents, celebrating a homeco-
ming they’d worked tirelessly to 
bring about.

Laurie and Jason Holt woke at 
4:30 a.m. last Saturday to a pho-
ne call they had been anxiously 
anticipating for two years.

Their son, Josh Holt, now 26, 
traveled to Caracas in June 2016 
to marry a fellow Mormon he 
had met online while looking to 
improve his Spanish. The two 

were waiting for Caleno’s U.S. 
visa when they were arrested at 
her family’s apartment in a go-
vernment housing complex.

Josh Holt and his Venezuelan 
wife were locked in a Caracas jail 
alongside some of the country’s 
most-hardened criminals — and 
President Nicolas Maduro’s top 
opponents — for what the U.S. 
government argued were bogus 
charges of stockpiling weapons.

The Salt Lake City parents had 
been through the emotional 
rollercoaster of believing their 
son would be released only to 
watch mediation efforts unra-
vel at the last minute on at least 
three occasions. So they braced 
for another disappointment af-
ter an Associated Press reporter 
informed the couple Friday that 
Sen. Bob Corker, the powerful 
chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, had po-
pped up unexpectedly in Cara-
cas to push for Holt’s freedom.

But then they got the fateful 
call from Republican Sen. Orrin 
Hatch’s office.

“They called us at 4:30 a.m. 
and said, ‘You need to be on the 
plane. Josh is coming home,’” 
said Laurie Holt, recalling how 
they had to pack and get to the 
airport in 90 minutes. “This was 
the first time they actually said: 
‘Get to DC, he’s being freed.’”

Now, Laurie Holt said she can’t 
wait to sit down with her son. 
While there was a long hug Sa-

turday evening she said they’ve 
had very little time to speak to 
her son. The whole family was 
whisked away to the White Hou-
se for a meeting with President 
Donald Trump before Josh Holt 
and his wife checked into a go-
vernment hospital for a battery 
of medical tests.

Laurie Holt said her son is in 
good health but lost weight, suf-
fered a number of bronchial pro-
blems in prison and has a rotten 
tooth that needed checking out. 
Caleno has more serious pain is-
sues on one side of her body.

Experts in treating people who 
have been held in captivity have 
debriefed the couple so that they 
can begin dealing with the emo-
tions from their long ordeal.

“He’s not the same Josh that 
left,” said Laurie Holt. “He just 

doesn’t quite have that sparkle 
back yet in his eyes. He’ll come 
back, I know he will. We just 
have to give him time.”

His Salt Lake City welcoming 
committee included Caleno’s 
daughter from a previous rela-
tionship, 7-year-old Nathalia 
Carrasco, who has been living 
at Laurie Holt’s home since Fe-
bruary. Caleno’s other daughter, 
Marian, traveled with the couple 
from Caracas.

Laurie Holt said she thinks Ma-
duro — fearing retaliation from 
the U.S. —decided to finally act 
after her son appeared in a clan-
destinely-shot video from jail on 
the eve of this month’s presiden-
tial election railing against the 
Venezuelan government, saying 
his life had been threatened in a 
prison riot.

After communications be-
tween the U.S. senators’ offices 
and the Venezuelan govern-
ment, “I think his heart was 
softened,” Laurie Holt said of 
Maduro.

Maduro never publicly mentio-
ned Holt’s imprisonment even 
as it became a major irritant in 
relations between the already- 
hostile governments.

Laurie Holt said she’s also 
appreciative of Corker’s Ve-
nezuelan counterpart in the 
talks, Rafael Lacava, a governor 
close to Maduro who escorted 
the Tennessee senator and Holt 
back to Washington on a jet 

belonging to Venezuela’s state- 
owned oil company. In a pho-
tograph taken at the airport in 
Caracas, Holt can be seen stan-
ding alongside Lacava holding a 
Venezuela national soccer team 
jersey emblazoned with the go-
vernor’s name.

Last week, Trump called 
Corker in Caracas and spoke 
to Lacava briefly to express his 
appreciation for Holt’s relea-
se, according to two U.S. offi-
cials with knowledge of the call. 
They spoke on the condition of 
anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to discuss the private 
conversation.

Finally, Laurie Holt credits 
Wilmer Ruperti, a government-
connected Venezuelan shipping 
magnate, with keeping her son 
safe in jail. Ruperti flew to Salt 
Lake to meet her family and had 
been paying for Holt’s lawyers. 
But when his involvement in the 
case was revealed by the AP it 
was met with skepticism becau-
se he had also been funding the 
defense of two nephews of First 
Lady Cilia Flores who were con-
victed in New York in 2016 of 
drug trafficking.

Corker said that when Laca-
va traveled to Washington in 
March the possibility of the ne-
phews’ release was discussed, 
as well as some sort of sanc-
tions relief at a time Trump was 
threatening an oil embargo on 
the OPEC nation.

“All of those things were dis-
cussed but we told them it could 
not happen,” Corker said in an 
interview, insisting that “no-
thing was asked, nothing was 
given” in exchange for Holt’s 
freedom.

The nephews are still impriso-
ned.

Corker said he’s not sure whe-
re U.S.-Venezuelan relations are 
heading and declined to com-
ment on bipartisan legislation 
before his committee that aims 
to further isolate Venezuela’s 
government and provide hu-
manitarian assistance. But the 
Republican, who is retiring this 
year, said it’s important for the 
U.S. to continue to speak out 
against the “many, many bad 
things” the Maduro government 
has done.

Nonetheless, he said the har-
dliner approach can only go so 
far and dialogue with adver-
saries, as demonstrated by the 
Trump administration’s willing-
ness to talk with North Korea’s 
leader, can deliver tangible be-
nefits.

“In my conversations privately, 
I could not be more strident in 
my criticisms of the way the Ve-
nezuela government has hand-
led itself. I’ve seen in Venezuela 
people lined up outside grocery 
stores just to buy toilet paper,” 
Corker said. “But if we are en-
gaging with Kim Jong Un, who 
executes his relatives with high- 
power artillery at close range, 
then it would seem to me that 
engaging with Venezuela, while 
keeping on all the pressure that 
we have, would also make some 
sense.” AP

 Josh holt and 
his Venezuelan 
wife were 
locked in a 
Caracas jail 
alongside 
some of the 
most hardened 
criminals
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Aron Heller, Jerusalem

Gaza militants fired 
more than 25 mortar 
shells toward commu-
nities in southern Israel 

yesterday, the Israeli military 
said, in what appeared to be the 
largest single barrage fired since 
the 2014 Israel-Hamas war.

No one was hurt and the mi-
litary said most were intercep-
ted by the Iron Dome defense 
system. But the high volume of 
projectiles came as tensions have 
been running high along the Is-
rael-Gaza border.

Israeli media reported that one 
of the shells landed near a kin-
dergarten shortly before it ope-
ned.

There was no immediate com-
ment on the shelling from Ha-
mas, the militant Islamic group 
that runs the Gaza Strip. Hamas 
has said a boatful of students and 
medical patients would set sail 
out of Gaza City’s port, aiming to 
break 11 years of naval blockade 
that Egypt and Israel imposed 
after the militants violently took 
control of the coastal territory.

The expedition would be a new 
way of challenging the blockade 
but also raises the possibility of 
more confrontation and violen-
ce as Israel bars any boats from 
Gaza reaching farther out than 
6 miles into the Mediterranean 
Sea.

In southern Israel, angry re-
sidents complained about how 
vulnerable they felt after 15 years 
of rocket fire threats from nei-
ghboring Gaza, which will likely 
put pressure on the government 
to retaliate harshly.

Adva Klein, a resident of Ki-

bbutz Kfar Aza, said she only got 
about two hours of sleep becau-
se of the frequent incoming fire 
and the sirens warning of them. 
Other residents reported machi-
ne gun fire from Gaza as well.

“It’s been a really scary mor-
ning,” said Adele Raemer, a resi-

dent of Kibbutz Nirim.
Defense Minister Avigdor Lie-

berman said he was convening 
the top military brass at his Tel 
Aviv headquarters to discuss the 
situation.

The border area has been ten-
se in recent weeks as the Pales-

tinians have held mass protests 
aimed at lifting a blockade im-
posed by Israel and Egypt after 
Hamas seized power in 2007.

Israeli fire has killed more than 
110 Palestinians, most of them 
during the Hamas-led protests, 
which climaxed on May 14.

On Sunday, Israeli shelling kil-
led three Palestinian militants 
from the smaller Islamic Jihad 
group after the troops found a 
bomb planted along the border. 
The Islamic Jihad vowed retalia-
tion.

On Monday, a tank fired at 
a Hamas position in the Gaza 
Strip, killing one man and woun-
ding another, after Israeli troops 
came under fire on the frontier 
while apprehending two armed 
Palestinians.

Hamas has vowed to continue 
the border rallies. Israel says it 
is defending its border as well as 
its communities nearby. It accu-
ses Hamas of trying to carry out 
attacks under the cover of pro-
tests. AP

mIDDle eASt

Israel military: More than 25 
mortar shells fired from Gaza

A Palestinian man inspects a military observation post that was hit by an Israeli tank shell in Khan Younis, southern Gaza Strip
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RTPi Live

cinema

this day in history

English musician Sting sang “My one and only Love” at 
Brown University after he and his wife Trudie Styler accept-
ed honorary degrees.

Brown presented them with the degrees last weekend at 
its 250th commencement. Nobel Prize-winning physicist J. 
Michael Kosterlitz was among the other honorees.

Sting in 1977 formed the pioneering British rock band The 
Police with Stewart Copeland and Andy Summers. He and 
Styler co-founded an environmental organization, the Rain-
forest Fund, to protect the world’s rainforests.

The university conferred a total of 2,795 degrees to under-
graduate, graduate, medical and honorary students.

Before commencement, students walked from the Brown 
campus to the First Baptist Church in America. Located in 
Providence, it’s the oldest Baptist church congregation in 
the U.S.

 Offbeat

sting receives honorary degree, 
sings at brown university

Former French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas has 
been jailed for six months in the country’s biggest 
sleaze scandal in recent history.

The 78-year-old judge and close confidant of the 
late President Francois Mitterrand was found guilty 
of illegally receiving funds from oil giant Elf Aquitaine 
between 1989 and 1992.

His ex-lover, Christine Deviers-Joncour, and two 
top Elf executives were also jailed for misusing funds 
in the embezzlement scandal.

Ms Deviers-Joncour sank into her chair, head in 
hands, as the sentence was announced - three-years’ 
imprisonment, half of which is suspended.

Former company president Loik Le Floch-Pri-
gent, 57, was sentenced to three-and-a-half years 
in prison. Alfred Sirven, 74, his former second-in-
command and controller of the company slush fund 
- got four years.

Both men were also ordered to pay fines of two 
million French francs ($270,000). Mr Dumas must pay 
one million francs.

The trial that has gripped the nation focused on alle-
gations of corruption arising from the $9m which Elf 
is said to have paid to Ms Deviers-Joncour for her 
work as a consultant and lobbyist in support of the 
firm’s world-wide sales effort.

Mr Dumas has said he played a part, for the sake 
of France, in what he called “a subtle game of sha-
dows and light”, but denied that he made any per-
sonal gain.

The trial produced more headline-grabbing details 
about the lavish lifestyles of the accused, and the 
many gifts allegedly given to Mr Dumas by his lover 
in an attempt to influence government decisions.

And in a major dramatic twist Sirven, on trial in his 
absence, was captured in the Philippines after four 
years on the run. He was brought back amid fevered 
expectation of what he might reveal about the affair, 
as the former controller of the Elf purse-strings. But 
in the end he refused to testify.

The ripples from the case have spread across the 
border into Germany, where Elf embarked on con-
troversial expansion projects in Helmut Kohl’s era as 
Chancellor.

Both Dumas and his former lover will remain free 
while their appeals are heard - which could take 
years.

courtesy bbc news

2001 french ex-minister jailed 
          over sleaze

in context
Roland Dumas was cleared in January 2003.
His initial trial and sentence were widely regarded in France as a 
sign the French government was ready to rid itself of corruption.
But subsequent attempts to prosecute politicians collapsed. In 
October 2001 President Jacques Chirac won his right to maintain 
immunity from prosecution on allegations of misappropriating 
public funds.
In the same month prosecutors dropped their case against Dom-
inique Strauss-Kahn - the popular former finance minister in 
Socialist Prime Minister Lionel Jospin’s cabinet - for forgery and 
misappropriation of funds.
In February 2002 French magistrates published a report ending an 
eight-year investigation led by magistrate Eva Joly into corruption 
involving French politicians and the once state-owned company Elf 
Aquitaine.
In 2003 37 people, including three senior Elf executives, were 
sentenced to spend up to five years in prison for their part in the 
corruption scandal.
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what’s ON ...
La Parisienne – Cabaret FranCaise
time:  8pm (Tuesdays to Fridays)
             2pm & 8pm (Saturdays)
             2pm & 5pm (Sundays)
UntiL: June 17, 2018 
VenUe: Parisian Theatre, Parisian Macau 
admission: MoP188, MoP388, MoP488 
enqUiries: (853) 2882 8818 / 2855 5555

disCoVer maCaU: mUseUm oF taiPa and 
CoLoane History
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

tHe exHibition “swiss styLe now”
time: 10am-9pm
UntiL: June 17, 2018 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery, located at No. 95, 
Avenida do Conselheiro Ferreira de Almeida
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000 

taiPa anCHorage: names oF tHe Past and 
tHe Present
time: 10am-7pm (Closed on Mondays)
UntiL: June 18, 2018
VenUe: Taipa Houses – Nostalgic House
admission: Free
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

CataLogUe exHibition in CeLebration oF tHe 
20tH anniVersary oF maCao mUseUm
time: 10am-6pm (closed on Fridays)
UnitiL: August 30, 2018 
VenUe: Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2875 1516

cineteatro
24 -  30 may

Solo: a Star warS Story
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: ron howard
Starring: alden ehrenreich, woody harrelson, emilia 
Clarke
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 135min

the CriMeS that bind
room 2
2:30, 4:45 7:00pm
director: Katsuo fukuzawa
Starring: hiroshi abe, nanaki Matsushima, Junpei 
Mizobata
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 119min

avengerS: infinity war
room 2
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
director: anthony russo, Joe russo
Starring: robert downey Jr, Chris evans, Chris hemsworth      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 149min

i Can only iMagine
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 9:45pm
director: Jon erwin & andrew erwin
Starring: dennis Quaid, J. Michael finley, Madeline Carroll      
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 110min

deStiny: the tale of KaMaKUra
room 3
7:15pm
director: takashi yamazaki
Starring: Masato Sakai, Mitsuki takahata
language: english (Chinese)
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aCroSS: 1- Cutting instrument; 6- Takes it easy; 11- Implore; 14- Champagne 
buckets; 15- Lost; 16- Where It.’s at; 17- Column style; 18- Wave-related; 
19- May ___ of service?; 20- French friends; 22- Bert’s buddy; 24- Patella; 
28- Dumplings with a filling; 30- Breadwinner; 31- MetLife competitor; 32- 
Elude; 33- Unlucky; 37- ___ Miserables; 38- Glass marble; 39- Aussie hopper; 
40- ___ in Seattle; 43- Aristotle’s teacher; 45- Role for Clark; 46- Singer 
Morissette; 47- Greek goddess of justice; 50- Unintelligent; 51- Temporary 
stop; 52- Final Four org.; 53- Flee; 54- Fortuneteller’s card; 57- Russian 
pancakes; 62- Having four sharps; 63- Maine college town; 64- Divulge; 65- 
___ Vegas; 66- More pleasant; 67- Prepares for publication or release;
 
down: 1- Josh; 2- Sgt., e.g.; 3- Comparative suffix; 4- Calendar abbr.; 5- 
Fugitive; 6- Caesar’s tongue; 7- Singer Redding; 8- Leary’s drug; 9- Open 
field; 10- Italian seaport; 11- Existence; 
12- Jazzman Blake; 13- Fresh; 21- 
Scratch the surface of; 23- Highway; 
24- Boat spines; 25- Umbilicus; 26- 
Blot out; 27- Terminus; 28- Raw hides; 
29- Let ___; 31- As ___ resort; 33- ___ 
Kick Out of You; 34- Teheran native; 
35- Out; 36- Farm bird; 38- Sheltered; 
41- Slips; 42- Light four-wheeled 
carriage; 43- Flexible; 44- PC linkup; 
46- Simile center; 47- The cruelest 
month?; 48- Sweatbox; 49- Melodies; 
50- Role player; 52- Zero; 55- Greek 
nickname; 56- Mythical bird; 58- Blazed 
a trail; 59- Lord, is ___?; 60- “As if!”; 
61- Officeholders;

THe BoRn LoSeR by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USeFUL TeLePHone nUMBeRS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WeATHeR

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York
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  cloudy                 
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Don’t be surprised if you find a 
way to create some. Before it all 
happens, be very sure that you 
can handle the repercussions, 
including a couple of raised 
eyebrows and dropped jaws.

April 20-May 20
No matter what you’re spending 
your money on now, you’ll definitely 
want it to be worth your while. That 
means you won’t settle for anything 
less than what you want - and why 
would you even try to? 

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Whatever you’re asked to voice your 
opinion about now will mean a great 
deal to you. In fact, even if you didn’t 
have a strong opinion when you 
started, you’ll certainly have one by 
the time you finish making your case.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
If you can manage to stay objective 
and unbiased, you’ll end up doing a 
far better service for you both. That 
may mean clearing your mind (and 
your throat) before you speak, but 
you can do it. Be fair, above all else.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The younger folks in your life - 
which includes children, younger 
relatives, and friends who look up 
to you - will take up quite a bit of 
your time today. In fact, their needs 
will probably override your own.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Whatever you’re up to today, let’s 
just say you’re going to be quite into 
it, and quite involved with it. That 
means your dear ones will have 
to take a backseat to what you’re 
doing - but that’s not a bad thing.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Holding hands with someone will 
be a very major thing for you to 
do at this point. In fact, no matter 
what you plan to do with another 
person, it won’t happen if you don’t 
feel it right down to your toes.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You’ll be quite ready to become 
intimate with someone today, 
on a variety of levels. Whether 
you choose a conversation, an 
exchange of secrets or a physical 
encounter to do it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re not known for doing 
anything ‘just a little.’ As far as the 
rest of the world is concerned, that 
pertains mostly to fun things, but 
in truth, you can’t even do the more 
serious things ‘just a little,’ either. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
If you find yourself in a public 
situation now, you’ll probably feel a 
bit uncomfortable - but for nothing 
but pleasant reasons. Others will 
want to know more about you, to 
examine your life...

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your urge to spend some time 
in private with someone near 
and dear to you won’t be easily 
dismissed. In fact, you’ll be willing 
to cut yourself loose from anyone 
or anything to do just that.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your friends will want a lot more 
from you now than just platonic, 
casual chitchat. They’ll be asking for 
depth, intensity and a level of focus 
you probably haven’t invested in 
your encounters for quite some time.

  Aquarius Pisces
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James ellingworth, Moscow

At their peak, Rus-
sian hooligans felt 
like gods. “We’re on 
Mount Olympus right 

now and it had to be done,” is 
how one veteran hooligan from 
Moscow recounts his part in 
brawls with English fans at the 
2016 European Championship. 
“We went for the English, who 
were kings, to knock them off 
their throne.”

But ahead of the World Cup, 
Russian authorities are cracking 
down on the hooligan culture in 
football. Groups which wreaked 
havoc two years ago report sur-
veillance and threats from law 
enforcement.

Leading hooligans from each 
club face lengthy prison senten-
ces on old or trumped-up char-
ges if there’s trouble at the Wor-
ld Cup, even if they aren’t per-
sonally involved, the Moscow 
hooligan — a large, muscular 
man with scars on his knuckles 
— told The Associated Press. He 
likened their situation to that of 
“hostages” and said the hooligan 
scene in Russia “is finished.”

“All the leaders get called in 
for chats,” he said, imitating an 
officer: “ ‘On behalf of our state 
security service, I’ll explain that 
if there are problems, then those 
guys are in prison and you’ll be 
joining them. We need every-
thing to go quietly.’ It’s been 
done precisely so that everyone 
understands that even if there’s 
no case against you, your guys 

will get it in your place.”
Speaking on condition of 

anonymity to describe numerous 
illegal acts, he said he traveled 
to Marseille in 2016 specifically 
to take part in fights with the 
English at the European Cham-
pionships. England’s hooligans 
of the 1980s and 1990s inspired 
many Russian groups — most 
still bear English names — but in 
Marseille the Russians wanted 
to snuff out that reputation.

“For a long time the English 
were considered the strongest,” 
he said, but they were no match 
for Russians with martial-arts 
training. “There were guys sit-
ting there with a Birmingham 
banner and we went up to them. 
‘Either we’re taking your banner 
or you stand up and fight for it.’ 
The Birmingham guys decided 
they didn’t need the banner that 
much.”

The violence on Marseille’s 
streets and in the stadium was 
greeted with jokes and even prai-
se from some Russian lawmakers 
and officials. President Vladimir 
Putin called the fighting “sad,” 
then questioned “how 200 Rus-
sian fans could beat up several 
thousand English,” to laughter 
from his audience.

Other sources with knowledge 
of the fan scene described the 
Russian crackdown since Mar-
seille.

Alexander Shprygin ran a 
fan group which worked with 
the government on World Cup 
planning, and had been photo-
graphed with Putin. He has rapi-

dly fallen from grace.
Shprygin was twice deported 

from France during the 2016 
tournament and two of his orga-
nization’s board members were 
imprisoned in Marseille over 
the disorder. He denies any role. 
Three months later, Russian po-
lice arrested him in a toilet at 
the national football federation’s 
conference, seeking to question 
him over an earlier brawl in Rus-
sia, and dragged him out past 
waiting media. His organization 
has been dormant since then.

Shprygin told the AP his friends 
in the hardcore fan scene have 
been summoned by Russia’s Fe-
deral Security Service, the heir to 
the Soviet-era KGB, for “preven-
tative conversations” and many 
want to go abroad during the 
World Cup.

“Many of them think like that 
because, God forbid, if anything 
happens, they won’t face ques-
tions,” he said. “They can just 
show their passport, that they 
weren’t in Russia.”

Russia has an official blacklist 
of fans banned from games by 
court orders for violent and non-
violent offenses, but at 451 na-
mes it’s much smaller than equi-
valents in other large European 
countries.

Many more fans are barred 
from games using processes 
which aren’t publicly recorded 
and have little oversight.

World Cup tickets are wor-
thless without a Russian govern-
ment-issue “Fan ID”.  Applicants 
are vetted by the Russian securi-

ty services, who have denied se-
veral thousand Russian fans ID 
to see games at the World Cup 
and last year’s Confederations 
Cup, according to Oleg Semyo-
nov, formerly a leader of the 
Spartak Moscow fan scene, who 
now runs a legal advice hotline 
for supporters.

Semyonov says authorities are 
using “a big database” to exclu-
de people accused of taking part 
in football-related disorder — 
including Shprygin, whose ID 
was canceled two hours before a 
Confederations Cup game — but 
also some with convictions da-
ting back 20 years for minor of-
fenses like jaywalking or public 
drunkenness.

Most top Russian clubs have 
so-called “curators” from the 
security services “who work 
with the fan organizations” and 
have warned them off disorder, 
Semyonov added.

Russian police and the Federal 
Security Service did not respond 

to requests for comment.
Semyonov also suspects that 

Russian authorities tipped off 
German police about two Spar-
tak fans who were arrested in 
February when traveling to a 
Europa League game. They are 
being detained in Marseille, re-
portedly in connection with the 
2016 violence.

If there’s trouble at the World 
Cup, people with knowledge of 
the Russian fan scene said, it 
could involve visiting hooligans 
from Poland, Sweden or Croa-
tia, or locals angered by what 
they see as foreigners’ obno-
xious behavior.

“My prognosis is that if there 
are brawls, because football is 
all about emotions, they will be 
local and quickly defused. They 
won’t be on the same scale as 
Marseille,” Shprygin said, ad-
ding the Russian police can deal 
with violent resistance. “Foo-
tball fans obviously aren’t oppo-
sition protests. Football fans are 
a bit more active. But the police 
have been training very hard for 
this for two years.”

Amid the crackdown, the Rus-
sian fan scene is increasingly 
split.

So-called “ultras” focus on 
coordinated chants, lighting 
flares and staging elaborate dis-
plays at games, but can defend 
themselves if needed. The har-
dcore fighters mostly stick to 
pre-arranged brawls in forests 
because of tight stadium sur-
veillance. Some fighters are drif-
ting away from football to mixed 
martial arts events to make mo-
ney from their hobby.

“The respected guy in the mo-
vement” is now an athlete, not a 
street-fighter, Semyonov said. 
“Most of [the forest fighters] 
can’t even name five players 
from the club they’ve been figh-
ting for,” Shprygin said.

The Moscow hooligan lamen-
ted the end of hooliganism’s 
golden era, when battles be-
tween rival clubs in Moscow 
came down to tactics as much as 
strength.

“You have to place young girls 
around by the entrances to bui-
ldings so they sit and wait for 
your enemies to leave the hou-
se and follow them to where 
they’re meeting,” he said. “You 
have to put people at different 
subway stations to find where 
they’re going to be, where the 
enemy is gathering, get there 
first and beat them up. It’s not 
just a matter of numbers. It’s 
always a game and back then it 
was the best.”

Hooliganism offers a bro-
therhood, even for those like 
the Moscow hooligan, who has 
a university education and a 
traditionally middle-class job. 
A world dominated by football’s 
brawlers would have a simple, 
honorable way to solve disputes, 
he argued.

“It always goes by the rule of 
the fist. If you’re stronger, you’re 
right,” he said. “If there were 
more people like that, maybe 
people wouldn’t be building 
missiles.” AP

FootbAll

Russian hooligans in World Cup 
crackdown after 2016 rampage

 Leading 
hooligans from 
each club face 
lengthy prison 
sentences on 
old charges if 
there’s trouble 
at the wc
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Study: deadly peSticide uSe 
increaSeS at illegal pot farmS

Researchers and federal authorities are fin-
ding what they say is an alarming increase in 
the use of a powerful pesticide at illegal ma-
rijuana farms hidden on public land in Cali-
fornia.

The pesticide residue is showing up in about 
30 percent of the plants themselves, resear-
cher Mourad Gabriel told The Associated 
Press.

Most of the illegally grown California pot is 
destined for Midwestern and Eastern states, 

federal prosecutors said. Federal and state au-
thorities are announcing that they will target 
the illegal grows with USD2.5 million in fede-
ral money.

Researchers found the highly toxic pestici-
de Carbofuran at 72 percent of grow sites last 
year, up from 15 percent in 2012, said Gabriel, 
executive director and senior ecologist at In-
tegral Ecology Research Center and one of the 
few researchers studying the ecological impact 
of illicit grow sites.
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The divine rule of Three!
In 2013 the Macao Government decided to set 

a ceiling of growth in gaming tables at three per-
cent. Economically, for the industry and for the go-
vernment coffers, this measure makes no sense. 
However, we might well presume the origin of the 
brilliant authorship and the logic of this impost. A 
magic rule that fell from the sky? Of course not.

It was, however, so magical that nobody has 
been able to determine even today why it was 
three, not four, five or any other percentage num-
ber.

As the Government says nothing - and I believe 
it doesn’t know - this magic formula has become 
a divine decree!

The industry does not dispute this decision - for 
obvious reasons of course: not to displease the 
power. They do however look to their huge invest-
ment of tens of billions in new casinos just to be 
stuck with a dozen miserable tables!

Who should decide the number of tables should 
be the entrepreneur, just as those selling cars de-
cide how many cars to import!

In an economy that likes to call itself free, such 
an imposition is absurd and an attack on the rules 
of a free market and the foundation of economic 
efficiency. Such an imposition has, moreover, a 
pernicious effect on income lost by the Macao 
Government itself!

This brilliant idea was conceived to stop competi-
tors from advancing along Cotai, so as to prevent the 
growth of the operators in an area where everything 
indicated the most investments would be made. 
Today this aberration bothers the intelligence of 
ordinary mortals!

Thus, there were 5,485 gambling tables in Ma-
cau in 2012, as per the official numbers on the 
DICJ website! Of course it is not difficult to know 
where they all were.

In the first quarter of 2018, there were 6,586 
tables distributed across all operators. Curiously, 
the DICJ that reveals the number of annual casi-
nos per operator, does not reveal the number of 
tables each one has! Discounting the tables that 
existed in 2012 in the hands of a single operator, 
it is easy to realize that today, in 2018, in almost 
six full years, only 1,101 tables will have been 
distributed to the remaining five!

If we apply the Machiavellian formula of the 
three percent annual growth of the tables, by 
the year 2023 the total number of tables will be 
around 7,595, something like 2,110 more than in 
the period before the liberalization of the gaming 
industry.

Today, at the end of the first quarter of 2018, 
35 more tables (6,586) were already distributed 
more than were supposed to be at the end of the 
year (6,567)! We can conclude that there is yet to 
be distributed by late 2023 something like 1,009 
tables, which gives, if all the operators receive 
equally, which is unlikely, something like 168 ta-
bles per operator. That is, about 28 tables / year 
per operator, if equality prevails!

The magic will be turned against the sorcerer 
when later this year or into the next the palace 
is complete.

Theoretically there are only 162 tables remaining 
to be distributed by the end of 2019!

So many billions of investment for just over a 
hundred tables? Ridiculous!

I guess there will be a lot of fight by these tri-
bes, as the transfer of tables from other casinos 
to the palace will place the Secretary of Security 
in a position to have to put around the place more 
CCTVs. Or else we may have a fire on our hands!

Nothing is created, everything is transformed, 
said Lavoisier, guillotined on May 8, 1794, 224 
years ago, by order of the presiding judge of the 
court that judged him, Jean-Baptiste Coffinhal, 
who uttered a sentence that made history: “Fran-
ce does not need scientists.”

The mathematician Joseph-Louis Lagrange 
summed up this loss; Laviosier being thrown into 
a common grave: “It took them only an instant 
to cut off that head, but France may not produce 
another like it in a century.”

It’s those mathematicians we need!

Animal Farm
Albano Martins

brazil’s government 
declared the end of a 
devastating truckers’ strike 
on several occasions 
over the past week. And 
yet protests continue 
for a ninth day and 
much of Latin America’s 
largest economy remains 
strangled.

 iSrael jets bombed 
targets in the Gaza Strip 
hours after militants from 
the territory fired more 
than 25 mortar shells 
toward communities in 
southern Israel in what 
appeared to be the largest 
single barrage since the 
2014 war. More on p15

libya Rival Libyan 
leaders meeting in paris 
yesterday tentatively 
agreed on a roadmap 
leading to parliamentary 
and presidential elections 
on Dec. 10, but the plan 
faces major obstacles in 
the North African country, 
where rival authorities 
rely on an array of unruly 
militias.

rwanda’s government 
defended its USD39 million 
sponsorship deal with 
the Arsenal football club 
as some aid donors and 
rights activists raised an 
outcry. “Visit Rwanda” will 
be emblazoned on the 
left sleeve of players in 
Arsenal’s first, under-23 
and women’s teams.

italy officials at the 
pompeii archaeological 
site have announced a 
dramatic new discovery, 
the skeleton of a man 
crushed by an enormous 
stone while trying to 
flee the explosion of mt. 
Vesuvius in 79 A.D.

Raf Casert 
& Sylvain Plazy, Liege

A knife-wielding man 
stabbed two police 

officers yesterday in the 
Belgian city of Liege, sto-
le their weapons and shot 
them and a bystander dead 
in an attack that prosecu-
tors fear could be terror- 
related.

The attacker, who was 
later killed by police, was 
an inmate who had been 
granted a few hours relea-
se Monday but failed to 
return to prison, officials 
said. It wasn’t immediate-
ly clear why he was impri-
soned, but media reports 
say that he’s a known drug 
offender.

Liege prosecutors’ 
spokesman Philippe Du-
lieu said the man approa-
ched two police officers 
from behind carrying a 
knife and stabbed them se-
veral times.

“He then took their wea-
pons. He used the weapons 
on the officers, who died,” 
Dulieu told reporters.

Dulieu said the attacker 
then shot dead a 22-year- 
old man in a vehicle that 
was just leaving a parking 

place outside a nearby 
high school. The attacker 
then took a woman hosta-
ge inside the school.

“Liege police intervened. 
He came out firing at poli-
ce, wounding a number of 
them, notably in the legs. 
He was shot dead,” the 
spokesman said.

A senior official at the 
federal prosecutor’s office 
told The Associated Press 
that “there are indications 
it could be a terror attack.”

Despite this, Belgium’s 
crisis center said it saw no 
reason to raise the coun-
try’s terror threat alert for 
now.

When asked about the 
report that the attack was 
terror-related, Liege city 
hall Michel Firket spokes-
man told the AP: “I know 
nothing formal about that. 
The police is doing its in-
vestigation. There are no 
formal conclusions.”

A spokeswoman for the 
city mayor’s office, Lau-
rence Comminette, told 
the AP that the children at 
the school were all safe.

Belgian Prime Minister 
Charles Michel said only 
that “there was a serious 
incident.”  He later met 

with Liege city officials.
Yves Stevens of Belgium’s 

federal crisis center said 
that security in Liege is 
now under control, and 
that there was no reason 
yet to raise the national 
terror threat level.

“There is absolutely no 
confirmation yet that the 
incident is terror-related,” 
Stevens told the AP.

Video posted on Twitter 
by a person claiming to 
be a witness showed peo-
ple running in the area. 
About six gunshots could 
be heard.

Belgian police and mili-
tary have been on alert sin-
ce suicide bombers killed 
32 people at the Brussels 
airport and subway system 
in 2016.

It’s not the first time Lie-
ge has been hit by a simi-
larly violent attack. In De-
cember 2011, a man with 
a history of weapons and 
drug offenses left home 
with hand grenades and 
guns before he lobbed the 
grenades into a square 
filled with Christmas sho-
ppers and fired on those 
who escaped. Five were 
killed, including the assai-
lant. AP

BELgIUM

Man kills three in 
Liege with guns of 
stabbed police officers
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Police investigate the scene of a shooting in Liege, yesterday
ap

 p
h

ot
o

ap
 p

h
ot

o
ap

 p
h

ot
o

ap
 p

h
ot

o


