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police sets up taxi 
complaint hotline 

former malaysian 
leader arrested

A hotline to address complaints 
related to taxi infractions 
registered 10 calls during the 
first two days of operation

While claiming innocence, 
Najib Razak was arrested by 
anti-graft investigators and 
will be charged today  P4

new 
cultural 
festival 
kicks off

Indonesia At least 
12 people were 
killed and a frantic 
rescue operation was 
underway yesterday off 
the Indonesian island of 
Sulawesi for dozens of 
passengers of a sinking 
passenger ferry run 
aground by its captain 
in a desperate bid to 
save lives.  More on p12

Australia The 
most senior Roman 
Catholic cleric to be 
convicted of covering 
up child sex abuse was 
sentenced to 12 months 
in detention by a court 
yesterday.

India At least five 
people were injured 
yesterday when part of 
a pedestrian bridge at 
a Mumbai train station 
collapsed during 
morning rush hour amid 
heavy rains, officials 
said, as authorities 
struggled to restore 
the busy station. Hours 
after the incident, a 
platform at another 
rail station in Mumbai, 
India’s financial capital, 
caught fire due to a 
short circuit, police 
said.

Pakistan Torrential 
monsoon rains lashed 
many cities and towns 
across Pakistan before 
dawn yesterday, 
flooding streets and 
killing six people, as 
authorities struggled 
to restore normalcy in 
rain-affected areas.
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Civil protection law

Concerns over proposed 
‘false alarm’ crime
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Thai official: Boys may have to 
dive from cave despite peril  P13
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IPM president to 
retire next month 
The President of the Macao Polytechnic 
Institute (IPM), Lei Heong Iok, will 
retire on August 31. Lei disclosed news 
of his retirement to the media yesterday, 
saying that he has reached the maximum 
legal age designated to the office of IPM 
president. Following his retirement, 
Lei will continue his research into the  
Portuguese language. His successor 
will be announced later by the relevant 
government department.  In August, it 
is expected that IPM will start offering 
postgraduate degrees at both Masters 
and PhD levels.  Lei said that IPM is well 
prepared for the new programs.   

Signboards need 
approval of 50pct of 
owners
 
From next month, the erection of 
overhanging signboards outside 
buildings must be approved by half 
of other property owners, the Civic 
and Municipal Affairs Bureau (IACM) 
announced yesterday. The new 
regulation will come out along with the 
city’s new building management regime, 
which will come into effect in August. 
Yesterday, the Association of Advertising 
Agents of Macau expressed its desire for 
the government to allow the installation 
of such signboards outside buildings 
without the consent of other building 
owners. In 2017, IACM received 3,870 
applications for signboard installations. 

FEC implies interest 
in Macau gaming 
concession
 
Managing Director of Far East 
Consortium International Limited 
(FEC), Chris Cheong Thard Hoong, 
has reportedly implied that FEC might 
be interested in bidding for a Macau 
gaming concession. According to a 
report by the Hong Kong Economic 
Journal, Hoong said that “if there are 
opportunities, [I] will certainly consider 
Macau.” Back in 2005, FEC planned to 
operate casinos and hotels in Macau in 
collaboration with Sands, however, FEC 
eventually gave up on the plan. Hoong is 
optimistic about his company’s business 
in Australia in the gaming sector because 
the taxes applied to casino VIP zones in 
Australia are far lower than in Macau. 

Lei Heong Iok

Ung Choi KunHo Ion Sang

‘People losing trust in the 
government,’ say Ung, Ho

Recent events such as 
the consequences of Land 

Law enforcement and street 
protests aiming to force the 
government to stop projects 
approved without public con-
sultation have ignited criti-
cism against both former and 
current lawmakers.

During interviews with Jor-
nal Tribuna de Macau (JTM) 
and TDM Radio, Ung Choi 
Kun and Ho Ion Sang claimed 
that people are losing confi-
dence in the government hea-
ded by Chui Sai On.

Interviewed by JTM, Ung, a 
former lawmaker until 2013 
and the current president of 
the Association of Property 
Agents and Realty Developers 
of Macau, reaffirmed his criti-
cism of the current Land Law, 
claiming that it was appro-
ved “in a rush” five years ago. 
“At that time, lawmakers did 
wrong by trusting [the govern-
ment when they] granted that 
cases from the past would not 
come out harmed [regarding 
land concession expiration da-
tes].” Ung noted that it is the 
government’s duty to oversee 
the inspection and supervi-
sion of properties in order to 
combat “the many deceiving 
marketing strategies” used by 
many real estate promoters; 

strategies that, in his opinion, 
are affecting the development 
of the sector.

Ung said that besides hou-
sing being a basic need for 
everyone, “the construction 
of housing depends [ultima-
tely] on … land [availabili-
ty],” noting that for the past 
over 18 years since the han-
dover “there was only one 
land auction.” This situation 
has led to people questio-
ning how Macau is building 
so many houses, and whe-
re the land plots are coming 
from.  Some think that the-
re is some hidden scheme to 
grant land plots to develo-
pers, but in reality this is not 
true, as “most housing pro-
jects being built at the mo-
ment are being done on land 
plots granted prior to 1999.” 
Ung noted that in addition 
to the lack of land and the 
exponential growth of Ma-
cau’s population, “the lack 
of transparency has led to a 
ridiculous increase in house 
prices.” He noted that cur-
rent laws on the matter “are 
lagging behind, failing to 
keep pace with market needs. 
And, when laws are behind 
schedule, some market beha-
vior such as speculation, mis-
leading marketing strategies, 

and financial leverage, among 
others, cannot be regulated,” 
he said, noting that, once 
again, it is the government’s 
inaction that is leading to 
this situation, “although the 
government says that is not 
pleased with this [situation].”

In a similar vein, Ho spoke 
to TDM Radio on Monday and 
remarked on the latest contro-
versy, which resulted in the 
suspension of the cremato-
rium project at Sa Kong Ceme-
tery in Taipa and a consequent 
public demonstration held on 
Sunday, which called on the 
government to be more trans-
parent in its processes and 
consult with the public before 
agreeing to  measures that will 
directly affect residents’ lives.

Ho said that the source of 
the controversy was “the lack 
of transparency on the admi-
nistrative procedures,” no-
ting, “the disclosure of infor-
mation [by the government] 
was like squeezing toothpaste, 
and even so the access to in-
formation was only partially 
granted, which resulted in 
the residents’ loss of confi-
dence in the government.” 
Ho also noted that the govern-
ment’s strategy to abandon or 
suspend projects afterwards 
without any prior discussion 

has been seen on other occa-
sions. Some examples Ho gave 
were the Light Rail Transit 
system, regarding the layout 
in the peninsula that has been 
“repeatedly changed and it is 
not yet known when it will be 
done,” and the discussion on 
the location of the Infectious 
Diseases Building, which will 
be built in the surrounds of 
the Conde de São Januário 
hospital, and has also raised 
many questions and faced se-
veral delays and changes on 
the project due to social pro-
tests.

In Ho’s opinion, aside from 
these well-known examples, 
what is more concerning is that 
“the government apparently 
has not taken any lessons away 
from previous cases, nor has it 
learned anything from them,” 
continuing and insisting on 
presenting “incomplete poli-
cies, unsatisfactory informa-
tion disclosure and awareness 
raising [on the measures that 
are planning to be taken].” 
This situation has created a 
“society-wide distrust regar-
ding the impartiality [of such 
decisions] and evidence-base 
of such policies, as well raising 
doubt over the capacity of the 
government [to deal with such 
situations].” RM
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Gov’t establishes 
suppliers 
database for 
public services
As of yesterday, the 

government has im-
plemented a new databa-
se that aims to provide a 
list of suppliers of goods 
and services so that di-
fferent government de-
partments can search 
through it as they need, 
the Financial Services 
Bureau (DSF) informed 
in a statement.

The new database 
aims to improve trans-
parency of the gover-
nment’s acquisition 
of goods and services, 
and create a platform 
for several public servi-
ces to share resources. 
For now, the “Goods and 
Services Suppliers Da-
tabase” will operate as 
a trial project aiming to 
promote the addition of 
new suppliers, and op-
timize information on 
existing suppliers throu-
gh monthly updates.

The DSF noted that 
the database will also 
allow different services 
to check market prices 
and quotations prior to 
the acquisition of the 
good or service by direct 
agreement. Additionally, 
it will provide “appro-
priate and reliable op-
tions” of suppliers, who 
can be invited to provide 
quotations on tender, 
which will serve to redu-
ce administrative costs. 
The list will be public and 
can be accessed by anyo-
ne through the general 
directory of suppliers 
on the website of DSF. 
Suppliers who wish to 
join the database or re-
quest a change of infor-
mation may download 
an application form 
available on the websi-
te and return it to the 
services in person or by 
email. 

Mok Ian Ian pictured during the opening ceremony 

Arts festival between 
China and Lusophone 
countries kicks off
Renato Marques

The first edition of 
“Encounter in Macau 

– Arts and Cultural Fes-
tival between China and 
the Portuguese-speaking 
Countries” kicked off yes-
terday with a screening of 
the movie “Wrath of Si-
lence” from director Xin 
Yukun.

Before the screening an 
official opening ceremony 
was held in the presence 
of several guests, including 
the Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture, Alexis 
Tam.

At the opportunity, the 
president of the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) Mok 
Ian Ian, noted that the fes-
tival - which will last until 
July 13 featuring a total of 
24 films - falls in line with 
the “national policies of 
strengthening Macau’s role 
as a bridge between China 

and Portuguese-speaking 
countries,” and, at the 
same time, “highlighting 
the charm of a multicultu-
ral city.”

Mok added that the fes-
tival and its related activi-
ties also aim to “establish 
a cultural exchange and 
cooperation mechanism 
between China and Portu-
guese-speaking countries,” 
as well as to “enhance com-
munication and mutual 
trust through promoting 

cross-cultural understan-
ding and thus creating fa-
vorable conditions for mu-
tual benefits.”

In her speech the IC pre-
sident extended special 
thanks to the Cinemateca 
Portuguesa – Museu do 
Cinema (Portuguese Film 
Institute – Film Museum) 
for lending a collection of 
35mm short films to be 
shown in the festival, con-
taining images filmed in 
Macau decades ago, mate-

rial that Mok noted to be 
of “profound historical and 
cultural interest.”

As for the festival, the 24 
film screenings will be se-
parated into three different 
sections: “Films in Chine-
se,” “Films in Portuguese” 
and “Image, Macau.” The-
re will also be a series of 
activities, including a gala 
performance, a cultural 
forum, an annual arts exhi-
bition and the exhibition 
“Chapas Sínicas – Stories 
of Macao in Torre do Tom-
bo.”

The exhibition halls that 
compose this event are dis-
tributed in various districts 
in Macau with the aim of 
bringing public artworks to 
the community and taking 
the spirit of the Cultural 
Exchanges Centre between 
China and Portuguese-s-
peaking Countries to all 
corners of the city and clo-
ser to the population.
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Chief Executive 
continues visit to 
Guangdong 
The Chief Executive, Chui Sai On, will 
continue leading a delegation representing 
the Macau government on a series of visits 
to Zhaoqin, Foshan, Huizhou and Dongguan 
from July 9 to 11. During the visit, the 
delegation will meet with leaders of those 
cities to exchange views on the path of 
development for the Greater Bay Area, and 
pay site visits to industrial development 
projects. Between June 21 and 22, Chui 
visited Zhuhai, Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and 
visited Zhongshan and Jiangmen on 25 June.  
The delegation which the Chief Executive is 
leading to Zhongshan and Jiangmen includes 
the Secretary for Administration and Justice, 
Sonia Chan. 

AACM divulges 
stories of aviation 
professionals 
The Civil Aviation Authority of Macau 
(AACM) will launch the “Youth Project 
– Interviews with aviation professionals” 
program starting from July and concluding 
in January next year. The event will 
share interviews with different industry 
professionals who will talk about their 
personal experiences and give advice to 
young people.  A total of 27 professionals, 
representing seven organizations, will 
participate in this project and tell their stories, 
which will be categorized into nine chapters. 
The AACM will publish one story every week 
on Wednesdays, starting from today. 

Sulu Sou resumes 
post as lawmaker

Lawmaker Sulu 
Sou officially resumed 
his duties yesterday, 
having attended the 

Legislative Assembly (AL) 
Third Standing Committee 
meeting. 

“After 210 long and hard 
days, I have resumed my duty 
as a deputy. I will never for-
get how regrettable it was for 
me and my constituents to be 
deprived of our political righ-
ts. I will never forget the cou-
rage and professionalism of 
my lawyers. I will never for-
get the support of my friends 
and partners in the New Ma-
cau Association, as well as the 
confidence, encouragement 
and concern of many Macau 
citizens,” Sou wrote in a Fa-
cebook post.

“We cannot afford to wait 
any longer to let the citizens’ 
voice resound again throu-
ghout the chamber of the 
Legislative Assembly. It is a 
relief to be reinstated, but it 
is not something glorious. We 
should not be too happy be-
cause the exercise of our civil 
rights and freedom is under 
extreme and unpreceden-
ted pressure. The support of 
every citizen is indispensable 
and paramount for our cause 
to be an effective check on the 
government,” his Facebook 
post continues. 

Sou also submitted a written 
inquiry urging the govern-

ment to consider introducing 
additional ways of handling 
human remains, such as pro-
mession. 

Additionally, Sou urged 
the government to explain 
its existing communications 
with the public and clari-
fy how it intends to impro-
ve such communication, as 
some governmental deci-
sions have been kept secret 
from the public for a period 
of time. JZ

 
I will never 
forget the 
confidence, 
encouragement 
and concern of 
many Macau 
citizens.

Sulu Sou
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Taxi complaint hotline 
records 10 calls in two days
The Public Security 

Police Force (PSP)’s 
inclusion of a specific te-
lephone line to address 
complaints related to 
taxi infractions which 
launched on June 29 has 
recorded a total of 10 no-
tification calls during the 
first two days of opera-
tion, a PSP spokesperson 

said during yesterday’s 
press conference at PSP 
facilities.

To access this new 
line, people who wish 
to report taxi malprac-
tice should call the PSP 
Hotline on 2837 4214.

According to the same 
spokesperson, the 10 
calls received on the first 

two days were mostly re-
lated to cases where the 
transport was denied by 
drivers, or overcharging 
matters.

With the introduction 
of this line, the police are 
seeking to be warned as 
quickly as possible about 
these cases in order to 
dispatch a traffic offi-

cer to the location of the 
event. 

According to a state-
ment released by the 
PSP, a total of 399 taxi 
offences were detected in 
June. Over 300 of those 
offences were related to 
overcharging and drivers 
refusing to carry passen-
gers. 

PLA soldiers conducting cleaning operations in the aftermath of Typhoon Hato

Lawyers critical of Wong’s 
tightening grip on information
Daniel Beitler

Secretary for Securi-
ty Wong Sio Chak’s latest 
proposal concerning the 
Civil Protection Basic 

Law will seek to strengthen the 
government’s grip on informa-
tion during periods of crisis, 
such as natural disasters, the 
outbreak of diseases or terrorist 
attacks.

Now in its official public con-
sultation period (which lasts un-
til August 11), authorities claim 
the proposal is needed to “en-
sure the efficient dissemination 
of important information by the 
authorities” and “to prevent the 
spread of false rumors to socie-
ty.”

If approved, offenders might 
face an increased penalty of up 
to three years’ imprisonment 
should they propagate falsified 
information that results in social 
alarm.

In response, critics argue that 
the government’s proposal has 
the potential to violate two ar-
ticles of the Macau Basic Law, 
concerning freedom of speech 
and the right to privacy of com-
munications.

Article 27 of the Basic Law en-
titles Macau residents to enjoy 
freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press, while article 32 dic-
tates that the “freedom and pri-
vacy of communication of Ma-
cau residents shall be protected 
by law.”

“No department or individual 
may, on any grounds, infringe 
upon the freedom and privacy 
of communication of residents,” 
article 32 reads, “except that the 
relevant authorities may inspect 
communication in accordance 
with the provisions of the law to 
meet the needs of public security 
or of investigation into criminal 
offences.”

The President of the Associa-
tion of Lawyers, Neto Valente, 
told Radio Macau that the pro-
posal was just “one more [mea-
sure] to make the lives of citizens 
hellish.”

Valente said that the law alrea-
dy provides for serious cases of 
spreading falsified information, 
and implied that the authorities 
were pursuing this course to 
control information that displea-
sed the government.

“Certainly if there are rumors 
favorable to government autho-
rities, they will not be punished,” 
he said. “Only something that 
displeases the authorities will 
[trigger] the law into action.”

But for lawyer and former 
lawmaker Leonel Alves, the issue 
belongs in the public domain, 
warranting an inclusive discou-
rse from all segments of society.

“In freedom of expression, the-
re are always limits. It is never 
unlimited and we must discuss 
these limits as a society,” he told 
the Times in an interview yes-
terday. “We need to protect the 
public, and false alarms have the 
potential to create social harms. 
However, if someone says so-
mething [that is not true], but 
did not intend to provoke social 
harm, that may be different.”

In other countries, several po-
pular exceptions to free speech 
exist. These may include hate 
speech or offensive commen-
ts, obscenity, speech owned by 
others or false statements of fact. 

Other governments have gone 
further. In Malaysia, the gover-
nment has already introduced 
an “Anti-Fake News” bill, while 
India, the United Kingdom and 
France are among other coun-
tries contemplating laws against 
misinformation.

Critics in Macau fear that the 
local government is seeking not 
only to prevent the spread of 
false information, but to close 
down narratives that run con-
trary to state propaganda - and 
the media will be no exception.

“There is a civic responsibili-
ty of the media when divulging 
the civil protection information 
issued by the authorities,” said 
Secretary Wong at a press con-
ference late last week, adding 
that public media organizations 
would be required to dissemina-
te information according to “go-

vernment guidelines.”
Wong even went as far as to 

describe information provided 
by the government as “correct, 
precise and simple,” and recom-
mended that private media orga-
nizations should defer to the of-
ficial narrative in times of crisis. 

The Macau Association of Por-
tuguese and English Press admi-
tted that the proposal could inhi-
bit the way that journalists ope-
rate in the city, but said it needed 
more time to study the new law.

“We are paying close attention 
to it, but right now we need to 
study the proposed legislation in 
more detail,” association presi-
dent José Carlos Matias told the 
Times last night.

“It is understandable that the 
authorities want to improve the 
laws concerning civil defense,” 
he added, “the question lies with 
the means and with the specific 
details. […] What we don’t want 
from this is an outcome where 
the journalists [are encouraged 
to] self-censor.”

The Journalists Association of 

Macau, a seperate entity, repor-
ted in August last year that the 
Macau government had pres-
sured at least five local media 
outlets to report “positively” on 
the government’s response to 
Typhoon Hato and not to hold 
Chief Executive Chui Sai On 
responsible for any unprepared-
ness or inadequacy.

“I think the media outlets all 
have freedom of expression but 
in situations of public risk, I be-
lieve that the media also has its 
[share] or responsibility,” said 
Wong last week, “that is, of dis-
closure information that is cor-
rect and precise.”

“This is a responsibility to be 
assumed by everyone,” he con-
tinued, and “to disclose false or 
irresponsible information is not 
[the] right way to react.”

Last year, two local siblings, a 
73-year-old man and his 68-year
-old sister, were prosecuted 
for spreading rumors related 
to Typhoon Hato. The two had 
spread messages via Wechat 
claiming that the Macau gover-
nment had covered up informa-
tion regarding five dead people 
found in a parking lot located in 
Fai Chi Kei.

One lawyer in Macau, who re-
quested to speak with anonymi-
ty, questioned to what extent the 
government hopes to prevent 
the spread of rumors by crimi-
nalizing those who share infor-
mation - especially in times of 
uncertainty and alarm, like tho-
se seen in August last year.

The lawyer also wondered 
whether parents could be held 
responsible for a rumor started 
by a child under the age of adul-
thood, or whether the thousands 
of people who share inaccurate 
photographs on social media 
could be seen as accomplices.
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 Critics fear 
that the gov’t 
may seek to 
close down 
narratives that 
run contrary 
to state 
propaganda
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Ryanair faces 
summer 
strikes
Ryanair Holdings Plc is facing 
pilot strikes in its Irish home 
market for the first time, in 
what may become its most 
significant confrontation with 
organized labor to date. Pilots 
in Ireland, where Europe’s 
biggest low-cost airline is 
based, voted 94 to 1 in favor 
of industrial action including 
strikes, a spokesman for 
the Irish Air Line Pilots’ 
Association said yesterday, 
confirming a Bloomberg News 
report. It comes just amid 
the airline’s busy summer 
season. The ballot is the latest 
in a series of labor battles 
flaring up across Europe with 
the airline, which agreed in 
December to recognize unions 
for the first time in its 32-
year history. Ryanair didn’t 
immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Roger Federer leaves Nike for 
Uniqlo in blockbuster deal
John J. Edwards III, 
Jeff Sutherland

Tennis great Roger 
Federer, long all but sy-

nonymous with Nike Inc., 
has parted ways with the 
swoosh to join Japanese ca-
sual clothing brand Uniqlo.

The eight-time Wimbledon 
champion surprised many 
fans when he walked onto 
Centre Court for his first- 
round match Monday af-
ternoon in an outfit by Fast 
Retailing Co.’s Uniqlo. The 
Swiss star’s apparel contract 
with the Beaverton, Oregon- 
based athletic-wear giant ex-
pired March 1.

“Our partnership will be 
about innovation on and off 
court,” Fast Retailing Chief 
Executive Officer Tadashi 
Yanai said in a statement 
Monday.

Federer’s name recogni-
tion boosts Uniqlo’s global 
expansion efforts, especially 
in Europe, where the brand 
is opening new stores. Uni-

qlo has seen strong growth 
in places like China, hel-
ping international sales top 
domestic revenue for two 
straight quarters. But the re-
tailer may face challenges in 
markets where rivals such as 
Inditex SA’s Zara and Hen-
nes & Mauritz AB’s H&M are 
more established.

Uniqlo said Federer, who 
has won a men’s record of 
20 Grand Slam titles, wou-
ld represent the brand at all 
tennis tournaments throu-
ghout the year. ESPN repor-
ted that the deal guarantees 
him USD300 million over 10 
years - a time period that will 
take him well into retirement 
from the tennis circuit.

A Fast Retailing spokeswo-
man said the company 
doesn’t disclose the details of 
its contracts.

“While the reported deal 
may appear excessive for 
an athlete approaching the 
twilight of his career, the 
meaningful boost he should 
provide Uniqlo’s overseas 

expansion could make such 
a partnership worthwhile for 
both parties,” said Bloom-
berg Intelligence Consumer 
Analyst Thomas Jastrzab.

Fast Retailing shares rose 
as much as 1.9 percent in 
early trading in Tokyo yes-
terday. Nike fell 1.7 percent 
in New York on Monday.

The new relationship gives 
a Uniqlo another shot at ex-
ploiting one of the sport’s all-
time greats. The brand en-
dorsed 12-time Grand Slam 
winner Novak Djokovic for 
five years, but he signed with 
Maus Freres SA’s Lacoste 
last year. Uniqlo continues 
to endorse Kei Nishikori, the 
most successful Japanese 
player ever.

Federer, who turns 37 
in August, signed his first 
contract with Nike in 1994. 
He continues to wear the 
brand’s shoes, as Uniqlo 
doesn’t make athletic foo-
twear. Nishikori also wears 
Nike shoes, having left Adi-
das AG last year. Bloomberg
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Workers carry boxes of LED lights into a renovation site in Beijing

Beijing ‘fully prepared’ if 
trade war kicks off this week

Bank’s capital almost wiped out as loan rules tighten 
A surge in bad loans has 

nearly wiped out the 
capital of a Chinese rural 
bank, according to a local 
ratings firm, raising fresh 
doubts about the finan-
cial health of the nation’s 
smaller lenders.

Guiyang Rural Commer-
cial Bank Co., based in the 
southwestern Guizhou 
province, was downgraded 
by China Chengxin Inter-
national Credit Rating Co. 
after its non-performing 
loans rose to 7.8 billion 
yuan (USD1.2 billion) in 
2017 from 841 million yuan 
two years ago. That caused 
the lender’s capital adequa-
cy ratio to fall below 1 per-
cent, compared with 11.8 
percent at the end of 2016, 
Chengxin said in a state-
ment dated June 29.

Guiyang Rural’s woes 
stem from recent moves by 
Chinese regulators to force 

lenders to classify as non- 
performing all loans that 
are overdue for more than 
90 days, the ratings com-
pany said. Such overdue 
loans accounted for about 
24 percent of Guiyang 
Rural’s total advances in 
2017, resulting in a fou-
rfold jump in the bank’s 
NPL ratio, to 20 percent of 
total loans, Chengxin said.

The China Banking and 
Insurance Regulatory 
Commission has been 
clamping down on various 
risks in the financial sec-
tor, including poor corpo-
rate governance, violation 
of lending policies, and 
cross-holding of financial 
products. The Internatio-
nal Monetary Fund war-
ned last year that Chinese 

banks need to increase 
their capital buffers to pro-
tect against any sudden 
economic downturn.

The move to reclassify all 
loans overdue for 90 days 
or more will lead to a 14 
percent jump in Chinese 
banks’ non-performing 
loans, with most of the im-
pact falling on city and ru-
ral commercial lenders, ac-
cording to analysts at UBS 
Group AG. “We think the 
very purpose of these new 
rules is to bring the smaller 
banks in line,” UBS analyst 
Jason Bedford wrote in a 
note dated June 20.

“There are other banks 
out there in a very simi-
lar situation to Guiyang 
Rural Commercial Bank,” 
Bedford said by email 
yesterday. Those most at 
risk of having their profit 
and capital eroded, should 
they top up bad-loan pro-

visioning to 150 percent 
of NPLs, include Bank of 
Liuzhou Co., Shandong 
Guangrao Rural Commer-
cial Bank Co. and Laishang 
Bank Co., he said.

Chinese lenders have 
been grappling with a 
growing mountain of bad 
debt after flooding the fi-
nancial system with cheap 
credit for years to prop up 
economic growth. While 
their reported non-per-
forming loan ratio stood 
at 1.75 percent as of Mar-
ch 31, according to official 
data, many analysts say 
that understates the pro-
blem. Lenders frequently 
flatter their reported figu-
res by resorting to techni-
ques such as rolling over 
credit for state-owned en-
terprises that lack the abi-
lity to repay.

At a time of tighter liqui-
dity in the financial system, 

Guiyang Rural has stepped 
up sales of short-term 
bonds even as regulators 
are trying to curb financial 
leverage. It sold a record 
2.6 billion yuan of negotia-
ble certificates of deposit 
in the first half, compared 
with 480 million yuan a 
year earlier, data compiled 
by Bloomberg showed.

Guiyang Rural officials 
couldn’t be reached for 
comment as calls to the 
bank’s head office were 
unanswered.

The lender’s high pro-
portion of overdue loans 
sparked market jitters in 
2016. In that year, Chen-
gxin International down-
graded the bank’s rating 
outlook following a jump 
in its overdue loans to 30 
percent of the total, com-
pared with just 3 percent 
at the nation’s biggest len-
ders. Bloomberg 

Gerry Shih, Beijing 

China said yesterday 
it’s “fully prepared” for 
a trade war with the 
United States as hopes 

dwindle for a breakthrough in 
tensions this week between the 
world’s two biggest economies.

Washington is due to start 
charging tariffs on USD34 
billion in Chinese imports as of 
Friday while Beijing has pled-
ged to retaliate with equal tari-
ffs on $34 billion in U.S. goods.

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Lu Kang told reporters that 
China is “fully prepared to take 
a package of necessary measu-
res” to safeguard its national 
interests.

U.S. companies ranging from 
soybean farms to whiskey dis-
tilleries to automakers like Ford 
and Tesla could suffer if China 
ramps up retaliatory measures. 
China’s list is designed to inflict 
pain on U.S. farmers and other 
groups that are important to 
President Donald Trump’s po-
litical base.

Trade friction also threatens 
to ensnare major Chinese com-
panies, with China Mobile the 
latest to encounter obstacles in 
the U.S. market. A U.S. agency 
under the Department of Com-
merce recommended Monday 
against giving operating licenses 
to China’s largest telecom car-
rier, citing national security risks 
posed by the state-run firm.

Lu yesterday called the war-
nings “unfounded speculation 

and an irrational clampdown” 
stemming from a Cold War 
mentality.

“We hope the US will provide 
a level-playing field for Chine-
se companies’ investment and 
operation in the US and do so-
mething conducive to the mu-
tual trust,” he said.

China’s stock market has 
fallen nearly 10 percent in re-
cent weeks on fears of a trade 
war while its currency has dro-

pped sharply against the U.S. 
dollar.

In comments yesterday, cen-
tral bank governor Yi Gang said 
the yuan’s 3 percent deprecia-
tion over the past two weeks 
reflects a strengthening of the 
U.S. dollar and “the effect of ex-
ternal uncertainties.” The yuan, 
whose exchange rate is tightly 
controlled, is at its lowest level 
against the dollar since Decem-
ber.

Despite that, Yi said financial 
risks were under control. “The 
fundamentals of the Chinese 
economy at present are good,” 
he said.

“Our country implements a 
floating exchange system con-
sulting a basket of currencies 
and based on market supply 
and demand,” Yi said. “Years 
of practice have shown this sys-
tem to be effective and must 
continue to be adhered to.”

Responding to questions over 
a safety warning to Chinese ci-
tizens traveling to the United 
States issued by the govern-
ment late last week, Lu, the 
foreign ministry spokesman, 
said the government was me-
rely fulfilling its duty to warn 
travelers of “potential dan-
gers.”

The warning to Chinese trave-
lers noted the high cost of me-
dical treatment in the U.S., the 
importance of guarding against 
crime and terrorist attacks and 
the considerable powers wiel-
ded by Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement agents.

Trump has accused China of 
unfairly acquiring U.S. techno-
logy through coercion and theft 
and limiting market access for 
U.S. finance and technology fir-
ms — claims that China denies.

China accuses Washington of 
protectionism, pointing to the 
struggles of Chinese companies 
like China Mobile and telecoms 
equipment maker ZTE, which 
briefly shut down in April after 
the Department of Commer-
ce temporarily banned it from 
purchasing U.S. chips. AP

 The move to 
reclassify all 
loans overdue 
for 90 days 
or more will 
lead to a 14 
percent jump in 
Chinese banks’ 
non-performing 
loans



04.07.2018 wed

CHINA 中國 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo10
 

th Anniversary

bl
o

o
m

be
rg

Malaysia’s government 
said yesterday a major China- 

backed rail link project can only 
be viable with a “drastic” price re-
duction by the Chinese contractor 
as the actual cost of the venture is 
81 billion ringgit (USD20 billion).

The 688 kilometer East Coast 
Rail Link is a key part of China’s 
regional Belt and Road infrastruc-
ture initiative. It would connect 
Malaysia’s west coast to rural eas-
tern states. It is largely financed 
by China and the main contract 
was awarded in 2016 to the Chi-
na Communication Construction 
Company, or CCCC, by former 
Prime Minister Najib Razak, who 
was defeated in May 9 elections.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng 
said the project’s final cost, which 
is nearly 50 percent higher than 
estimated by the previous gover-
nment, includes land acquisition, 
interest, fees and other operatio-
nal costs.

“We expect that the ECRL pro-
ject will only become financially 
and economically feasible if there 
is a drastic price reduction of the 
project by the CCCC. Discussions 
on cost will be held with the con-
tracting parties and others invol-
ved in the project,” Lim said in a 
statement.

Lim said the government has 
given China Communication 10 
billion ringgit ($2.5 billion) in 
advance payment and 9.67 billion 
ringgit ($2.4 billion) as a progress 
payment. The advance payment 
can be recovered in a “worst case 
scenario” if the project is with-
drawn, he added.

Malaysia’s new government has 
axed a high-speed rail line to Sin-
gapore because it is too costly 
and is reviewing other large in-
frastructure projects financed by 
China.  The cost-cutting came af-
ter officials revealed the national 
debt has surged sharply, partly 
due to corruption under Najib’s 
rule.

Najib is under investigation for 
alleged theft and money-launde-
ring at the 1MDB state investment 
fund, and has been barred from 
leaving the country. AP

Malaysia seeks 
sharp cuts 
in USD20b 
China-backed 
rail link

 The 688 
kilometer East 
Coast Rail Link 
is a key part of 
China’s regional 
Belt and Road 
infrastructure 
initiative

Central banker says currency 
slide under observation

Li Ka-shing calls for fast 
end to trade dispute

Billionaire Li 
Ka-shing said a 

trade war between the 
U.S. and China will 
hurt both the coun-
tries and urged the 
world’s two biggest 
economies to end the 
dispute soon.

“I certainly hope 
the two find a way,” 
Li told reporters af-
ter a university event 
recently in southern 
China. “I certainly 
don’t want to see the 
trade war getting wor-
se. Both countries are 
going to lose.” The 
spat will inflict pain 
on Hong Kong as well, 
he added.

Unless President 
Donald Trump ba-

cktracks, the U.S. 
on July 6 will impo-
se 25 percent tarif-
fs on USD34 billion 
of Chinese imports, 
with further levies on 
another $16 billion in 
imports under consi-
deration. China has 
threatened to impose 
countervailing du-
ties the same day and 
vowed retaliation of 
“the same scale and 
intensity.”

The city’s richest 
man is the latest voi-
ce beseeching the two 
countries to step back 
from the brink as ma-
nufacturers globally 
warned consumers 
will suffer from rising 
costs due to the an-

nounced tariffs. Ge-
neral Motors Co. last 
week told the Trump 
administration that 
the tariffs could for-
ce it to cut jobs whi-
le Volvo Car Group 
owner Li Shufu said 
carmakers will need 
to start building facto-
ries in each market to 
avoid the levies.

Li, 89, whose net 
worth is about $32 
billion, has been the 
face of Hong Kong 
during an era when 
a handful of Chine-
se immigrants built 
large empires across 
Asia. The conglome-
rate he founded spans 
retail, energy, ports 
to telecommunica-
tions worldwide. The 
tycoon formally ste-
pped down in May as 
the head of his group, 
ending a nearly se-
ven-decade career. 
Bloomberg

Top Chinese central bank 
officials yesterday vowed 

to keep the nation’s currency 
stable, helping to reverse de-
clines, and pledged that yuan 
devaluation won’t be used as 
a weapon in the trade conflict 
with the U.S.

People’s Bank of China Go-
vernor Yi Gang said China will 
“keep the yuan exchange rate 
basically stable at reasonable 
and balanced level,” a repeti-
tion of standard language that 
helped stoke speculation that 
policy makers are prepared to 
take tougher actions to arrest 
the plunge in the currency.

Later yesterday, Sun Guo-
feng, head of the central 
bank’s financial research ins-
titute, said that the currency’s 
decline isn’t the result of Chi-
na deliberately weakening it 
to gain an advantage over the 
U.S.

“Recently the yuan’s ex-
change rate has shown some 
weakness. This is entirely due 
to changes in market expec-
tations as external uncertain-
ties rise rather than intended 
guidance of the central bank,” 
Sun said in exclusive com-
ments provided to Bloomberg 
News. “China upholds multi-
lateralism, globalization, free 
trade and rule-based inter-
national guidelines, and will 
not make the yuan’s exchange 
rate a tool to cope with trade 
conflicts.”

The yuan is the worst perfor-
ming currency in Asia over the 
past three weeks, losing 3.7 
percent against the dollar as 

the domestic economy slows 
and the nation slides closer to 
a trade war with the U.S. A fai-
lure to contain the tumble will 
feed speculation that officials 
are effectively depreciating 
the currency to defend against 
the effects of trade tariffs. The 
yuan erased losses to advan-
ce in onshore and overseas 
markets after Yi’s comments.

“The PBOC is sending a 
verbal warning and interven-
tion that the recent slump in 
the yuan was too quick,” said 
Zhou Hao, an economist at 
Commerzbank AG in Singa-
pore. “In the short term, the 
yuan could strengthen as tra-
ders take profit from the re-
cent slide. But if the market 
ignores the PBOC and keeps 
pushing the yuan weaker qui-
ckly, the central bank may 
conduct heavy intervention to 
send a stronger signal.”

While there were no heavy- 
handed actions in the market, 
there were some signs of mild, 
suspected intervention during 
morning trading yesterday. 
Some major Chinese banks 
sold the dollar after the yuan 
slid past 6.7 per greenback, a 
move that strengthened the 
currency above that level, ac-
cording to four traders who 
asked not to be named.

“The market sentiment is 
very one-sided, all the hed-
ging and trading flows are all 
pointing to further weakening 
of the yuan,” said Ryan Lam, 
head of research at Shanghai 
Commercial Bank Ltd. “The 
yuan is going through a very 
bad cycle now.”

China’s economic funda-
mentals are sound and finan-
cial risks are controllable, Yi 
said, adding that the nation 
must stick with its foreign-ex-

change policy of “managing 
a floating currency exchan-
ge rate mechanism, which is 
based on market supply and 
demand and with reference to 
the basket of currencies.” The 
central bank will maintain a 
prudent, neutral policy stan-
ce, he said.

Policy makers are “confi-
dent” that the yuan can be 
kept basically steady, PBOC 
Deputy Governor Pan Gon-
gsheng said at a conference 
in Hong Kong yesterday. The 
nation’s balance of payments 
are generally balanced, and it 
has plenty of foreign reserves, 
rich experience and plenty of 
policy tools, he added.

The onshore yuan rallied 
0.24 percent to 6.6500 per 
dollar as of 4:52 p.m. in Shan-
ghai yesterday, after posting 
its worst monthly plunge sin-
ce 1994 in June. The currency 
traded overseas was 0.39 per-
cent stronger. The Bloomberg 
replica of the CFETS RMB 
Index, which tracks the yuan 
against 24 peers, fell for a 10th 
straight day, to 95.1.

“The central bank is rea-
dy to use stronger measures 
to turn the market trend, as 
further sharp depreciation 
of the yuan would drive the 
market to panic while the sto-
ck sentiment has already been 
poor,” said Tommy Xie, eco-
nomist from Oversea-Chinese 
Banking Corp Ltd. “Further 
weakness will be limited as 
the market is concerned about 
potential PBOC intervention.” 
Bloomberg
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Despite hopes for 
denuclearization, Kim Jong Un 
is committed to increasing North 
Korea’s stockpile of nuclear-
armed missiles.

Middlebury Institute of International Studies

Evidence of new ef-
forts by Kim Jong Un 
to expand his nuclear 
arsenal shows the 

challenge facing U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo when 
he returns to Pyongyang this 
week to seek a detailed disar-
mament plan.

Several reports released in 
recent days suggest that Kim 
continued to ramp up his wea-
pons production before his 
June 12 summit with President 
Donald Trump, after which the 
U.S. leader declared North Ko-
rea was “no longer a nuclear 
threat.” The reports published 
by independent researchers 
and media organizations detail 
efforts to increase fuel produc-
tion, build more missile laun-
chers and expand a key rocket- 
engine manufacturing facility.

The moves illustrate how far 
Kim remains from surrende-
ring his nuclear weapons despi-
te committing to “work toward 
complete denuclearization of 
the Korean Peninsula” during 
his meeting with Trump. Whi-
le the reports - some relying on 
satellite imagery predating the 
summit - haven’t been officially 
verified, they suggest Pompeo 
has a difficult task when he 
leaves Thursday for his trip to 
Pyongyang.

“This meeting is absolutely 
critical,” said Sue Mi Terry, a 
senior fellow at the Center for 
Strategic and International 
Studies. “One can argue that 
the North Koreans are doing all 
of this to get maximum conces-
sions out of the United States, 
if and when they decide to give 
up their nuclear program. But 
at some point they have to sit 
down and actually produce so-
mething. Maybe this trip - but 
I’m not holding my breath.”

Missile Defense
In the days since the summit, 

North Korea has expanded ties 
with rivals and allies alike, vi-
siting China and holding talks 
on economic cooperation with 
South Korea. Trump has touted 
the agreement in campaign- 
style rallies despite criticism 
by arms-control experts that 
the lack of a clear implemen-
tation framework makes it un-
likely Kim will fully surrender 
his nuclear program.

In a Twitter post Tuesday 
morning, Trump touted “many 
good conversations with North 
Korea” and asserted that “all of 
Asia is thrilled.”

“If not for me, we would now 
be at War with North Korea!” he 
added. Meanwhile, the U.S. and 
South Korea have suspended 
regular military exercises that 
North Korea sees as a threat. 
And the Seoul-based Munhwa 
Ilbo newspaper reported Mon-
day that South Korea was consi-
dering canceling or scaling back 
missile-defense plans.

September Meeting?
Axios reported Monday that 

Trump was considering mee-
ting Kim in September in 

New York, although White 
House Press Secretary Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders said the 
administration had no annou-
ncements to make. She also 
declined to discuss reports of 
North Korea’s weapons advan-
ces, instead citing the coun-
try’s eight-month hiatus from 
weapons tests as evidence of 
success. “What I can tell you is 
that we’re continuing to make 
progress,” Sanders said.

Although Kim has pledged 
to halt nuclear-weapons tests 
and demolished a facility used 
for all six of the country’s ato-
mic bomb detonations, he has 
said nothing about produc-
tion and made no commit-
ment to unilaterally disarm. 
U.S. defense analysts have 
said North Korea retains as 
many as 60 nuclear bombs 
and a range of missiles, inclu-
ding some that are capable of 
striking the U.S.

Recent revelations include 
an NBC News report that said 
U.S. intelligence agencies be-
lieve North Korea has increa-
sed its production of enriched 
uranium fuel for nuclear wea-
pons at multiple secret sites 
in recent months. The report, 
citing unidentified American 
officials, said the U.S. side 
suspected Kim may try to 
conceal those facilities as ne-
gotiations progress.

‘Sleep Well’
That undercuts Trump’s own 

rosy take after the summit. 
“President Obama said that 
North Korea was our biggest 
and most dangerous problem. 
No longer - sleep well tonight!” 
he said in a June 13 tweet.

Moreover, the Middlebury 
Institute of International Stu-
dies released an analysis Sun-
day that found North Korea 
has recently expanded a factory 
complex in the eastern city of 

Hamhung that produces key 
engines for solid-fuel ballistic 
missiles. The construction came 
after Kim made a similar “de-
nuclearization” pledge during 
his April 27 meeting with South 
Korean President Moon Jae-in.

The factory in question produ-
ces wound-filament airframes 
and nozzles for engines used in 
solid-fuel missiles, particularly 
the Pukguksong series of rocke-
ts, the report said. Such missi-
les are more concerning to U.S. 
military planners because they 
can be kept hidden while fue-
led, making them easier to de-
ploy and harder to target during 
any attack.

“The expansion suggests that, 
despite hopes for denucleariza-
tion, Kim Jong Un is committed 
to increasing North Korea’s sto-
ckpile of nuclear- armed missi-
les,” the report’s authors David 
Schmerler and Jeffrey Lewis 
wrote.

Fuel, Launchers
In addition, the North Korea-

focused 38 North website said 
Thursday that satellite imagery 
taken after the Singapore sum-
mit suggests the Kim regime 
was carrying out improvemen-
ts at a nuclear facility used to 
produce plutonium fuel. A U.S. 
National Air and Space Intelli-
gence Center assessment found 
the country has stepped up the 
production of advanced missile 
launchers, the Diplomat websi-

te reported Saturday.
Pompeo told a U.S. Senate 

committee last month that the 
administration was seeking 
transparency from the North 
Koreans about what nuclear 
material they have, the engi-
neering of it and the missiles 
that would deliver those nu-
clear weapons, as well as other 
weapons of mass destruction. 
He had previously said that the 
U.S. would seek “major disar-
mament” from Kim by the end 
of Trump’s first term, or about 
two and a half years from now.

Only Words
U.S. National Security Advi-

ser John Bolton, meanwhile, 
said on CBS’s “Face the Nation” 
Sunday that Pompeo would vi-
sit North Korea to discuss “how 
to dismantle all of their WMD 
and ballistic missile programs 
in a year.”

Shin Beomchul, director at 
the Asan Institute for Policy 
Studies’ Center for Security 
and Unification, said the re-
ports of North Korean weapons 
advances were “just a good 
reminder of how complicated 
and difficult it is to denucleari-
ze the North.”

“North Korea’s intent to de-
nuclearize has been verified 
only by words,” Shin said. 
“Now with Pompeo expected 
to make another visit to Pyon-
gyang, it’s time to prove them 
with actions.” Bloomberg

Fresh N. Korean weapon gains 
raise pressure on Pompeo trip

U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
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Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

Former Malaysian Prime Mi-
nister Najib Razak was arrested 

yesterday by anti-graft investiga-
tors and will be charged over his 
alleged role in the multibillion-
dollar looting of a state investment 
fund.

A government task force probing 
alleged theft and money laundering 
at the 1MDB state investment fund 
said Najib’s arrest was linked to a 
suspicious transfer of 42 million 
ringgit (USD10.6 million) into his 
bank account from SRC Interna-
tional, a former 1MDB unit, using 
multiple intermediary companies.

It said in a brief statement that 
Najib will be brought to court 
today to be charged, but didn’t 
give details of the charges against 
him. Najib’s arrest comes nearly 
two months after his coalition’s 
stunning rejection by voters in a 
May 9 general election.

The new government has reope-
ned investigations into 1MDB that 
were stifled under Najib’s rule. 
Najib and his wife, who have been 
questioned over the SRC issue by 
the anti-graft agency, have been 
barred from leaving the country. 
Police have also seized jewelry and 

valuables valued at more than 1.1 
billion ringgit ($272 million) from 
properties linked to Najib, who has 
denied any wrongdoing.

The anti-corruption agency ear-
lier Tuesday questioned Riza Aziz, 
Najib’s stepson and a Hollywood 
film producer, as it stepped up its 
probe on 1MDB. Riza was solemn 
as he arrived at the anti-graft office 
and didn’t speak to reporters.

U.S. investigators say Riza’s com-
pany, Red Granite Pictures Inc., 
used money stolen from 1MDB to 
finance Hollywood films including 
the Martin Scorsese-directed “The 
Wolf of Wall Street.” Red Granite 
in March agreed to pay the U.S. 

government $60 million to settle 
claims that it benefited from the 
1MDB scandal.

The civil suit against Red Gra-
nite was part of an effort to reco-
ver some of the $4.5 billion that 
U.S. prosecutors say was stolen 
from 1MDB. They say hundreds of 
millions from 1MDB landed in Na-
jib’s bank accounts.

The 1MDB government task force 
this week said 408 bank accounts 
involving funds of nearly 1.1 billion 
ringgit had been frozen. It said the 
accounts, belonging to 81 people 
and 55 companies, are thought to 
have received funds from 1MDB 
between 2011 and 2015. AP

At least 12 people were 
killed and a frantic res-

cue operation was underway 
yesterday off the Indonesian 
island of Sulawesi for dozens 
of passengers of a sinking 
passenger ferry run aground 
by its captain in a desperate 
bid to save lives.

The latest in a succession 
of boat tragedies in Indo-
nesia comes on the same 
day that officials called off a 
search for 164 people presu-
med drowned when a woo-
den ferry sank two weeks 
ago in a deep volcanic crater 
lake on the island of Suma-
tra.

South Sulawesi province 
police spokesman Dicky 
Sondani said the Lestari 
Maju ferry was about 200 
meters from shore. It had 
139 passengers on board, 
according to its manifest, as 
well as cars, trucks and mo-
torcycles.

Photos distributed via 
the National Disaster Mi-
tigation Agency showed 
passengers perched on the 
listing vessel as others des-
cended into the heavy seas 
using ropes hung over its 

At least five people were 
injured yesterday when 

part of a pedestrian bridge 
at a Mumbai train station 
collapsed during morning 
rush hour amid heavy rains, 
officials said, as authorities 
struggled to restore the busy 
station.

The concrete slab fell onto 
empty train tracks, dama-
ging part of the platform roof 
and high-tension electric wi-
res. Rescuers were cutting 
through the concrete and 
iron of the fallen slab, while 
engineers were working to 
restore power and train ser-
vices.

The continuing rains were 
hampering rescue and relief 
operations at the Andheri 
station in Mumbai, India’s 
financial capital. The over-
pass connects the eastern 
and western portions of the 
Andheri railways station, 
and the collapse stranded 
passengers during the mor-
ning rush.

Railroad spokesman Ra-
vinder Bhakar said no trains 
were passing in the area at 
the time of the collapse arou-
nd 7:30 a.m. He said the in-

side. Most appeared to be 
wearing lifejackets.

The agency said 12 people 
were dead, including two 
children aged 2 and 3. Son-
dani said the captain steered 
the 48.5-meter-long vessel 
toward shore after it began 
sinking on a voyage from 
the port of Bira to Selayar is-
land, just south of the main 
Sulawesi island.

Director-General of Sea 
Transportation Agus Purno-
mo said in a statement that 
the captain’s actions were 
helping the rescue effort.

More than 30 people have 
been rescued and eight of 
them were being treated in 
a hospital, said Selayar dis-
trict chief Basli Ali. “We are 
still trying to evacuate the 
passengers with help from 
the police, army, search and 
rescue agency as well as lo-
cals,” Ali said.

Ferry tragedies are com-
mon in Indonesia, an archi-
pelago of more than 17,000 
islands, with weak enforce-
ment of safety regulations 
often to blame. The Lake 
Toba sinking was the worst 
in about a decade. AP

cessant rains seemed to have 
caused cracks in the bridge, 
resulting in the collapse. Aaj 
Tak television news channel 
said the bridge was more 
than 50 years old.

Police official Yaibhav Ni-
gade said at least five peo-
ple who were walking on 
the bridge were injured and 
hospitalized. He said all the 
people trapped in the debris 
had been rescued, but that 
rescue teams using sniffer 
dogs were still searching the 
debris. Nigade did not say 
how many people had been 
trapped.

India Today TV quoted an 
eyewitness saying he heard 
someone calling out to be 
saved. Another witness said 
some people were trapped 
under the concrete debris.

India’s railway minister, 

Piyush Goyal, ordered an in-
vestigation. In a tweet, Goyal 
“directed officials to speed 
up repair work and rapidly 
restore traffic in close coor-
dination with other depart-
ments.”

Many streets and roads 
were waterlogged in Mum-
bai as monsoon rains conti-
nued lashing the city. Wea-
ther officials forecast heavy 
rains in the coming days.

Every day, millions of com-
muters use the sprawling 
train network in Mumbai 
and its suburbs.

Last year, at least 22 peo-
ple died and 32 others suf-
fered injuries in a stampede 
triggered by a rumor that 
a pedestrian overpass had 
collapsed after concrete 
chunks fell at another rai-
lway station. AP

India

Pedestrian bridge collapse at 
Mumbai train station injures 5

Indonesia

At least 12 dead as 
sinking ferry run 
aground off Sulawesi

Malaysia

Former leader arrested, 
to be charged for graft
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Family members smile after hearing the news that the missing 12 boys and their coach were found
In this grab taken from video provided by the Thai Navy Seal, a view of the boys and 
their coach as they are rescued in a cave

Thai official: Boys may have to 
dive from cave despite peril
Tassanee Vejpongsa, Mae Sai

A top Thai official said 
yesterday that heavy 
rains forecast for the 
coming days could 

worsen floods in the cave where 
12 boys and their soccer coach 
were located after an exhausti-
ve search, forcing authorities to 
speed up their extraction by ha-
ving them dive their way out.

The 13 were located by res-
cue divers late Monday night 
in the cave in northern Chiang 
Rai province during a despera-
te search that lasted more than 
a week and drew international 
help. Officials said yesterday 
that the boys, aged 11-16, and 
their 25-year-old coach were 
mostly in stable medical condi-
tion and have received high-pro-
tein liquid food.

Interior Minister Anupong 
Paojinda, a member of the 
country’s ruling military jun-
ta, said yesterday that the boys 
may need to swim out using 
diving equipment ahead of bad 
weather forecast for later in the 
week. He said the boys would be 
brought out via the same com-
plicated route through which 
their rescuers entered.

While efforts to pump out the 
floodwaters would continue, 
Anupong said it’s clear some 
areas of the sprawling cave can-
not be drained and that in order 

to get out, the boys may need to 
use diving gear while being gui-
ded by two professional divers 
each. He conceded that if so-
mething went awry, it could be 
disastrous.

“Diving is not easy. For peo-
ple who have never done it, it 
will be difficult, unlike diving in 
a swimming pool, because the 
cave’s features have small chan-
nels,” he said. “If something ha-
ppens midway, it could be life-
threatening.”

Video released early yesterday 
by the Thai navy showed the 
boys in their soccer uniforms 
sitting on a dry area inside the 
Tham Luang Nang Non cave 
above the water as a spotlight 
from a rescuer illuminated their 
faces.

Chiang Rai provincial Gov. 
Narongsak Osatanakorn said 
the health of the boys and coach 
were checked using a field as-

sessment in which red is critical 
condition, yellow is serious and 
green is stable.

“We found that most of the 
boys are in green condition,” he 
said. “Maybe some of the boys 
have injuries or light injuries 
and would be categorized as 
yellow condition. But no one is 
in red condition.”

Cave rescue experts have said 
it could be safer to simply supply 
them where they are for now, ra-
ther than attempting to have the 
boys dive out. That could take 
as long as months, however, gi-
ven that Thailand’s rainy season 
typically lasts through October.

Family members who have 
kept vigil at the mouth of the 
cave since their ordeal began 
June 23 rejoiced at the news 
that their boys and their coach 
had been found.

“I want to give him a hug. 
I miss him very much,” said 
Tham Chanthawong, an aunt 
of the coach. “In these 10 days, 
how many million seconds have 
there been? I’ve missed him 
every second.”

Rescue divers had spent much 
of Monday making preparations 
for a final push to locate the mis-
sing, efforts that had been ham-
pered much of the week by floo-
ding that made moving through 
tight passageways filled with 
muddy water difficult.

A pair of expert cave divers 

from Britain found the group 
about 300-400 meters past a 
section of the cave on higher 
ground that was thought to be 
where they might have taken 
shelter.

In the five-minute navy video, 
the boys are seen wearing their 
soccer uniforms and are calm, 
curious and polite. They are also 
keen to get some food.

After an initial exchange in 
which a rescuer ascertains that 
all 13 are present, one of the boys 
asks what day it is, and a rescuer 
replies: “Monday. Monday. You 
have been here — 10 days.”

The rescuer tells them “you are 
very strong,” but soon the tradi-
tional reserve of Thai children 
toward adults breaks a bit, and 
one tells another in Thai, “Tell 
them we are hungry.”

“We haven’t eaten,” a boy says 
in Thai, then breaks into En-
glish: “We have to eat, eat, eat!” 
A fellow boy tells him they alrea-
dy said this, and then the rescuer 
assures them that “Navy SEALs 
will come tomorrow, with food 
and doctors and everything.” At 
the end of the video a boy asks 
in English, “Where do you come 
from?” The rescue diver replies, 
“England, UK.”

Narongsak said yesterday that 
the missing were given high
-protein liquid food, painkillers 
and antibiotics. He said doctors 
had advised giving the medicine 

as a preventative measure.
He said officials had met and 

agreed on the need to “ensure 
100 percent safety for the boys 
when we bring them out.”

“We worked so hard to find 
them and we will not lose them,” 
he said.

Anmar Mirza, a leading Ame-
rican cave rescue expert, said 
many challenges remain for the 
rescuers. He said the primary 
decision is whether to try to eva-
cuate the boys and their coach 
or to supply them in place.

“Supplying them on site may 
face challenges depending on 
how difficult the dives are,” 
Mirza, coordinator of the U.S. 
National Cave Rescue Commis-
sion, said in an email. “Trying to 
take non-divers through a cave 
is one of the most dangerous 
situations possible, even if the 
dives are relatively easy.”

The British Cave Rescue Cou-
ncil, which has members taking 
part in the operation, said in a 
statement that “although water 
levels have dropped, the diving 
conditions remain difficult and 
any attempt to dive the boys and 
their coach out will not be taken 
lightly because there are signi-
ficant technical challenges and 
risks to consider.”

Joining the British are other 
cave experts from around the 
world and teams from the U.S., 
Australia, China and elsewhere.

Authorities said efforts would 
also continue outside the cave, 
where teams have been scou-
ring the mountainside in search 
of other entrances to the caver-
ns below. Several fissures have 
been found and teams have ex-
plored some, though so far none 
have led to the trapped boys. AP

 
We worked so 
hard to find 
them and we 
will not lose 
them.

Narongsak
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Science 

Fresh grounds for coffee: Study 
shows it may boost longevity
Lindsey Tanner, Chicago 

Go ahead and have that cup 
of coffee, maybe even seve-

ral more. New research shows it 
may boost chances for a longer 
life, even for those who down at 
least eight cups daily.

In a study of nearly half-a- 
million British adults, coffee 
drinkers had a slightly lower 
risk of death over 10 years than 
abstainers.

The apparent longevity boost 
was seen with instant, ground 
and decaffeinated, results that 
echo U.S. research. It’s the first 
large study to suggest a benefit 
even in people with genetic gli-
tches affecting how their bodies 
use caffeine.

Overall, coffee drinkers were 
about 10 percent to 15 percent 
less likely to die than abstainers 
during a decade of follow-up. 
Differences by amount of coffee 
consumed and genetic varia-
tions were minimal.

The results don’t prove your 
coffee pot is a fountain of youth 
nor are they a reason for abs-
tainers to start drinking coffee, 

said Alice Lichtenstein, a Tufts 
University nutrition expert who 
was not involved in the research. 
But she said the results reinforce 
previous research and add ad-
ditional reassurance for coffee 
drinkers.

“It’s hard to believe that some-
thing we enjoy so much could be 
good for us. Or at least not be 

bad,” Lichtenstein said.
The study was published Mon-

day in the journal JAMA In-
ternal Medicine. It’s not clear 
exactly how drinking coffee mi-
ght affect longevity. Lead author 
Erikka Loftfield, a researcher at 
the U.S. National Cancer Insti-
tute, said coffee contains more 
than 1,000 chemical compou-

nds including antioxidants, whi-
ch help protect cells from dama-
ge.

Other studies have suggested 
that substances in coffee may re-
duce inflammation and improve 
how the body uses insulin, whi-
ch can reduce chances for deve-
loping diabetes. Loftfield said 
efforts to explain the potential 
longevity benefit are continuing.

Adam Taylor, fetching two 
iced coffees for friends Monday 
in downtown Chicago, said the 
study results make sense.

“Coffee makes you happy, it 
gives you something to look 
forward to in the morning,” said 
Taylor, a sound engineer from 
Las Vegas.

“I try to have just one cup dai-
ly,” Taylor said.  “Otherwise I get 
a little hyper.”

For the study, researchers in-
vited 9 million British adults to 
take part; 498,134 women and 
men aged 40 to 69 agreed. The 
low participation rate means 
those involved may have been 
healthier than the general U.K. 
population, the researchers said.

Participants filled out ques-

tionnaires about daily coffee 
consumption, exercise and 
other habits, and received phy-
sical exams including blood tes-
ts. Most were coffee drinkers; 
154,000 or almost one-third 
drank two to three cups daily 
and 10,000 drank at least eight 
cups daily.

During the next decade, 14,225 
participants died, mostly of can-
cer or heart disease.

Caffeine can cause short-term 
increases in blood pressure, and 
some smaller studies have su-
ggested that it might be linked 
with high blood pressure, espe-
cially in people with a genetic 
variation that causes them to 
metabolize caffeine slowly.

But coffee drinkers in the U.K. 
study didn’t have higher risks 
than nondrinkers of dying from 
heart disease and other blood 
pressure-related causes. And 
when all causes of death were 
combined, even slow caffeine 
metabolizers had a longevity 
boost.

As in previous studies, coffee 
drinkers were more likely than 
abstainers to drink alcohol and 
smoke, but the researchers took 
those factors into account, and 
coffee drinking seemed to can-
cel them out.

The research didn’t include 
whether participants drank co-
ffee black or with cream and 
sugar. But Lichtenstein said 
loading coffee with extra fat and 
calories isn’t healthy. AP
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Bono warns that existence of 
UN, EU and NATO are threatened

France

Escaped criminal had small 
team of loyal accomplices
Lori Hinnant, Alex Turnbull

French investigators be-
lieve a team of four or 

five loyal accomplices car-
ried out the brazen prison 
helicopter escape of one of 
France’s most notorious 
criminals.

The armed, masked men 
took a helicopter pilot hos-
tage, forced him to land 
Sunday in Reau Prison’s 
yard, used power tools to 
break through the prison 
yard’s doors and hustled 
Redoine Faid to freedom.

Faid, a serial robber and 
murder convict, hasn’t 
been seen since leaving 
the prison near Paris. 
French police have laun-
ched a massive manhunt 
for him.

Philippe Veroni, deputy 
director of France’s orga-
nized crime police unit, 
said yesterday that Faid 
had clearly planned the 
prison break carefully and 
had a band of accomplices 
willing to risk everything.

“This kind of person 
thinks about nothing ex-
cept how to escape,” Vero-
ni said. “He thinks about 
it, he reflects on it. It’s his 
entire life under incarce-
ration.”

Faid’s brother, Brahim, 
was visiting him at the 
time of the escape. He 
was detained immediately 
afterward and freed late 
Monday.

“I have nothing to do 
with the escape,” he told 
BFM television. Brahim 

Faid’s lawyer, Keren Saf-
far, said Redoine told his 
brother that someone was 
coming to get him and to 
stay where he was.

“Brahim Faid was stun-
ned, he was shocked by 
the situation. And all he 
did was wait for the pri-
son guards to come,” she 
said.

Investigators are also 
looking into whether Faid 
had help from inside the 
prison. “If we didn’t ask, 
we wouldn’t be doing our 
jobs,” he said.

Staying on the run will 
become increasingly ex-
pensive for Faid as he tries 
to avoid capture, but au-
thorities said they have no 
clear sense of how much 
money the serial robber of 

banks and armored trucks 
had stashed away from 
his previous crimes.

Faid has escaped from 
behind bars before — the 
previous time he used ex-
plosives hidden in tissues.

Nicole Belloubet, Fran-
ce’s justice minister, has 
come under increasing 
criticism for the flawed 
security around Faid. 
Speaking to skeptical 
lawmakers yesterday, she 
promised a report within 
two weeks detailing se-
curity shortcomings and 
said she would “accept all 
the consequences.”

A prison guard union 
member had said the he-
licopter landed in the only 
area of Reau Prison that 
did not have anti-helicop-

ter protections. Months 
ago, a drone was spotted 
over the prison, which au-
thorities now think may 
have been used to scope 
out an escape route.

The 46-year-old Faid 
was serving 25 years for 
the 2010 death of a young 
police officer killed during 
a botched robbery. In the 

1990s, he led a gang invol-
ved in robbing banks and 
armored vans.

Veroni would not specu-
late on how long Faid cou-
ld remain on the run.

“There are getaways that 
can last even longer than 
the sentence itself,” he 
said. “That doesn’t keep 
us from working on it.” AP

Edith M. Lederer, United Nations 

Irish rock star Bono war-
ned that the United Nations 
and other international 
institutions including the 

European Union and NATO are 
under threat — and nations must 
work together to ensure their 
continued existence.

The Dublin-born U2 singer and 
activist gave a sobering speech to 
several hundred U.N. diplomats 
and staff at an event launching 
Ireland’s candidacy for a seat on 
the powerful Security Council in 
2021-22 saying “you can count 
on Ireland to do its part in that 
work.”

While Bono didn’t name any 
countries responsible for threa-
tening global institutions during 
these “troubled times,” his words 
appeared clearly aimed at U.S. 
President Donald Trump, who 
has criticized the EU and NATO. 
The American leader has also 
pulled out of the Paris climate 
agreement which the singer ci-
ted, and taken aim at the World 
Trade Organization with new 
U.S. tariffs, an institution Bono 
said is also under threat.

Speaking of the United Na-
tions, Bono said, “I love that it 
exists, and I’ll tell you, I don’t 
take for granted that it exists, or 
that it will continue to exist be-
cause let’s be honest, we live in 
a time when institutions as vital 
to human progress as the United 
Nations are under attack.”

He then said the EU, NATO 
and the Group of Seven major 

industrialized nations have also 
been threatened.

“And not just these institutions 
but what they stand for — an 
international order based on 
shared values and shared rules, 
an international order that is 
facing the greatest test in its 70-
year history,” Bono said. “Not 
just these institutions but what 
they’ve achieved is at risk.”

On Sunday night, the Irish go-
vernment invited ambassadors 
from the 192 other U.N. member 
nations to Bono’s concert at Ma-
dison Square Garden as part of 
its launch for a council seat.

Bono, who is also a human righ-
ts and humanitarian activist and 
philanthropist, joked Monday 
evening that it was “unusual ha-

ving a load of ambassadors jum-
ping up and down at a rock and 
roll show.” He told the diploma-
ts: “at least you weren’t shouting 
at each other, so that was good.”

But his speech was both his so-
bering assessment of the state of 
the world and an appeal to the 
diplomats to back Ireland for a 
council seat.

Ireland is expected to be in a 
three-way race against Canada 
and Norway for two seats reser-
ved for Western nations on the 
Security Council. Elections to fill 
the seats for a two-year term will 
be held in June 2020.

Bono said Ireland’s experience 
of colonialism, conflict, famine, 
mass migration “give us kind of 
a hard-earned expertise in these 

problems, and empathy and I 
hope humility.”

“If you look at the agenda of 
what the Security Council will be 
addressing in the coming years, 
doesn’t it look a lot like us?,” he 
asked.

Bono said he just came back 
from Canada and praised Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau as “a 
remarkable leader who’s put to-
gether the most diverse Cabinet 
on the planet.”

“That Canada is nice is the 
worst thing I can say about 
them,” he said.

As for Norway, he said, “who 
could ask for a better neighbor 
or committed peacemaker?”

“Here’s the worst thing I can 
say about them, they’re tall. 

They’re too tall,” he said.
Bono, who is not tall, joked, 

“we bear no nation — even tall 
ones — any ill will.”

But he said the world needs Ire-
land’s storytelling talents and its 
ability to compromise “because 
that’s how you achieve peace.”

Irish Prime Minister Leo Vara-
dkar formally launched Ireland’s 
campaign for a council seat at 
the reception on the U.N.’s lawn 
that included Irish dancing and 
music — but no singing from 
Bono.

“We see ourselves as an island 
at the center of the world,” Va-
radkar said. “And we’re deeply 
aware that in an interdependent 
world, the great challenges of 
our time do not know interna-
tional boundaries.”

Varadkar said Ireland’s in-
dependence in 1921 out of war 
and violence, and its U.N. mem-
bership since 1955 have led the 
country to be a promoter of free-
dom and defender of human ri-
ghts.

“The United Nations is the 
conscience of our humanity,” he 
said. “In these troubled and un-
certain times, as a global island 
we want to play our part in de-
fending, supporting and promo-
ting its values.” AP

This photo taken on Sunday, and provided by the AP on the condition 
that its source not be revealed shows the abandoned helicopter

 
Let’s be honest, 
we live in a time 
when institutions 
as vital to human 
progress as the 
United Nations 
are under attack.

Bono
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what’s ON ...

Sculpture – a Journey, Exhibition by 
António Leça
Time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
            12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
Until: October 21, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
Admission: Free 
Enquiries: (853) 2852 2550

Exhibition of Shiwan Ceramics from the 
MAM Collection
Time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
Until: August 12, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

In Love with Macau – Calligraphy and 
Paintings of Macau
Time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
Until: August 12, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814 

Macau Science Centre
Time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
Admission: MOP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MOP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MOP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
Enquiries: (853) 2888 0822

Exhibition of New Works in MAM 
Collection
Time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
Until: October 26, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art
Admission: Free
Enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

Kamen Rider Exhibition (Macau)
Time: 1pm-8pm daily (last entrance 7:30pm)
Until: August 26, 2018 
Venue: 2/F Exhibition Hall, Broadway Macau 
Admission: MOP128, MOP180 (Tickets are 
available at Kong Seng Ticketing Service www.
macauticket.com)
Enquiries: (853) 2855 5555

this day in history

A person has cleared their conscience by paying a 
44-year-old parking ticket.

The Minersville, Pennsylvania, Police Department 
received a letter last week with USD5 and a note insi-
de. The return address was “Feeling guilty, Wayward 
Road, Anytown, Ca.”

Police Chief Michael Combs tells WNEP-TV the note 
said, “Dear PD, I’ve been carrying this ticket around 
for 40 plus years. Always intending to pay. Forgive me 
if I don’t give you my info. With respect, Dave.”

The fine for the 1974 parking ticket in the eastern 
Pennsylvania town was $2. But the person added $3 
for interest. The same ticket today would be $20.

Combs says the ticket was for a car with Ohio license 
plates, but the department did not have the technolo-
gy to track out-of-state vehicles.

 Offbeat
Person, ‘feeling guilty,’ pays 
44-year-old parking ticket

Israeli commandos have rescued 100 hostages, 
mostly Israelis or Jews, held by pro-Palestinian hija-
ckers at Entebbe airport in Uganda.

At about 0100 local time (2200GMT), Ugandan sol-
diers and the hijackers were taken completely by sur-
prise when three Hercules transport planes landed 
after a 2,500-mile trip from Israel.

About 200 elite troops ran out and stormed the air-
port building.

During a 35-minute battle, 20 Ugandan soldiers and 
all seven hijackers died along with three hostages.

The leader of the assault force, Lieutenant Colonel 
Yonatan Netanyahu, was also shot dead by a Ugan-
dan sentry.

The Israelis destroyed 11 Russian-built MiG figh-
ters, which amounted to a quarter of Uganda’s air 
force.

The surviving hostages were then flown to Israel 
with a stopover in Nairobi, Kenya, where some of the 
injured were treated by Israeli doctors and at least 
two transferred to hospital there.

Speaking at the Israeli Knesset (parliament) this af-
ternoon, Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin who ordered 
the raid said: “This operation will certainly be inscri-
bed in the annals of military history, in legend and in 
national tradition.”

The crisis began on 27 June, when four militants 
seized an Air France flight, flying from Israel to Paris 
via Athens, with 250 people on board.

The hijackers - two from the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine and two from Germany’s Baa-
der-Meinhof gang - diverted the plane to Entebbe, 
where it arrived on 28 June.

The hijackers - who were joined by three more 
colleagues - demanded the release of 53 militants 
held in jails in Israel and four other countries.

Uganda’s President and dictator Idi Amin arrived at 
the airport to give a speech in support of the PFLP 
and supplied the hijackers with extra troops and 
weapons.

On 1 July, the hijackers released a large number of 
hostages but continued to hold captive the remaining 
100 passengers who were Israelis or Jews.

Those who were freed were flown to Paris and Lon-
don.

Among them were British citizens George Good, a 
retired accountant and Tony Russell, a senior GLC 
official, who arrived in London on Friday.

The crew were offered the chance to go but chose 
to stay with the plane. The remaining hostages were 
transferred to the airport building.

The hijackers then set a deadline for 1100GMT for 
their demands to be met or they would blow up the 
airliner and its passengers. But their plan was foiled 
by the dramatic Israeli raid.

Courtesy BBC News

1976 Israelis rescue Entebbe 
          hostages

In context
The mission, originally dubbed Operation Thunderbolt by the Israeli 
military, was renamed Operation Yonatan in honour of Netanyahu - elder 
brother of Binyamin Netanyahu, who was Israel’s Prime Minister from 
1996 to 1999.
The raid continues to be source of pride for the Israeli public, and many 
of the participants went on to high office in Israel’s military and political 
establishment.
Among them was Dan Shomron, who was in overall command of the 
rescue operation. He became Chief of Staff of the Israel Defence Force.
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was assassinated during his second term in 
office in 1995.
Idi Amin was humiliated by the surprise raid. He believed Kenya had 
colluded with Israel in planning the raid and hundreds of Kenyans living 
in Uganda were massacred soon afterwards.
But from this time, Amin’s regime began to break down.
Two years later Idi Amin was forced into exile in Saudi Arabia.
He died in Jeddah in August 2003.

cinema
cineteatro
04 Jul

ant-man and the wasp
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
Director: Peyton Reed
Starring: Paul Rudd, Evangeline Lilly, Michael Douglas
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 118min

Escape Plan 2: Hades
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
Director: Steven C.Miller
Starring: Sylvester Stallone, Dave Bautista, Huang XiaoMing
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 96min

Ocean’s Eight
room 2
7:30pm
Director: Gary Ross
Starring: Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett, Anne Hathway
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 110min

Colors of Wind
room 3
2:15, 9:30pm
Director: Kwak Jae-Young
Starring: Furukawa Yuki, Fujii Takemi
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)

Jurassic World: Fallen kingdom
room 1
4:30, 7:00pm
Director: J.A. Bayona
Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard, BD Wong
Language: English (Chinese)
Duration: 135min



wed 04.07.2018

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 macau’s leading newspaper 17
 

Across: 1- “All the Way” lyricist Sammy; 5- Father of Leah and Rachel; 10- Captain 
of the Pequod; 14- ___ take arms against...; 15- Graceful birds; 16- Sandy tract; 17- In 
spite of; 20- Second-year students, for short; 21- Sugar suffix; 22- Continental cash; 
23- 911 respondent; 25- Sir ___ Newton was an English mathematician; 27- Falls 
back; 31- Visions; 35- Dies ___; 36- Established procedure; 38- Summer sign; 39- 
El___ (Spanish hero); 40- Letters on a Cardinal’s cap; 41- Engage in espionage; 42- 
Watchdog warning; 43- Andean tuber; 44- Ready to go; 46- Irritate; 47- Annoyance; 
49- Goes before; 51- Singer LaBelle; 53- Hightailed it; 54- Clan symbol; 57- From ___ 
Z; 59- Noted Civil War biography; 63- Direct; 66- Eccentric; 67- Tooth; 68- Years in old 
Rome; 69- Chamber workers: Abbr.; 70- ___ evil...; 71- ___ majesty;
 
Down: 1- Hustles; 2- Buck follower; 3- Web address starter; 4- Not anywhere; 5- D-Day 
craft; 6- Horton Hears ___; 7- One who plays the long-necked guitar; 8- Pays to play; 
9- D.C. advisory grp.; 10- Bring forward; 
11- One who has something coming?; 
12- Part of A.D.; 13- Panhandles; 18- Woe 
___!; 19- Almost; 24- Small, sassy woman; 
26- Power plug transformer; 27- Big name 
in copiers; 28- “Fear of Flying” author Jong; 
29- Triumphant cries; 30- Work the soil; 32- 
Chilly; 33- Actress Oberon; 34- Sensitive 
spots; 37- Customer; 40- Italian sausage; 
45- Saliva; 46- Subscription continuation; 
48- Talks; 50- Singer Vikki; 52- Lake in the 
Sierra Nevada; 54- Sounds of disapproval; 
55- Oklahoma Indian; 56- 1982 Disney film; 
58- In the blink ___ eye; 60- Alley; 61- Sea 
birds; 62- “What I Am” singer Brickell; 64- 
Baseball execs; 65- Acapulco gold;

The Born Loser by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

Crosswords Useful telephone numbers

 ad

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IACM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Weather

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

world

11
13
18
14
24

cloudy/drizzle
clear/drizzle

cloudy/drizzle
clear/cloudy

drizzle/overcast

24
19
25
19
19
13
22
26
18
25
26
26
25
28
25
27

35
23
35
26
24
25
30
30
26
32
32
34
33
34
34
32

19
28
28
22
31

cloudy
cloudy/thundershower

overcast/cloudy
drizzle

heavy rain
drizzle/shower

clear/drizzle
moderate rain

cloudy
cloudy/thundershower
cloudy/thundershower

drizzle
cloudy/thundershower

overcast
shower/thundershower

drizzle/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Any weight you’ve been feeling 
pushing down on your shoulders 
lightens considerably today. 
There’s a buoyant energy shining 
all around you, and it’s lifting your 
cares away.

April 20-May 20
You need to take some time right 
now to prepare yourself for the next 
several days. Your situation is going 
through some severe changes, and 
you probably know what’s going to 
come down the line soon.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
When you ride a roller coaster, are 
you the type to hold on for dear life 
and close your eyes until it’s over? 
Or are you the type who sits up front 
and flings up their arms, watching 
every twist and turn with delight?

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s time for you to let someone 
else make some of the decisions 
in your life. This does not mean 
you should relinquish control; it 
just means you won’t give up your 
independence. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Lately you’ve been starting a lot of 
admirable projects - but you’ve fallen 
a bit short on the follow-through. 
So use today to finish your work ... 
completion is important, as it will give 
you the sense of accomplishment.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Today is an excellent day to gauge 
your progress, so take some time 
to look around you and assess 
your situation. With your flexible 
schedule and your impeccable 
sense of timing.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Today it’s very important for you to 
find a balance between putting forth 
effort and putting up your feet. You 
shouldn’t work through lunch - but 
then again, you should make sure your 
lunch doesn’t become too leisurely.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
An aggressive person has their eye 
on a big part of your territory, so 
you’ll need to be on the ball when 
they’re around today. Simple 
jealousy is driving their audacious 
power play.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Worrying too much about how 
others perceive you could hold up 
your progress considerably. You 
can’t let popular opinion shape 
your decisions - it may seem like an 
easy way out.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Inspiration comes in many forms 
today, so try to keep your mind 
open - and get rid of any (and all) 
expectations you may have for 
this day. There’s nothing to worry 
about right now.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The line between your private and 
public worlds is in danger of being 
crossed today - someone from one 
side wants to come over to the other. 
Think long and hard about whether 
or not you want this to happen.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Just like an onion, the relationships 
in your life have many layers - and 
as you dig deeper, tears could 
result. It’s important to get to the 
essence of what you want and find 
the answers you need.

  Aquarius Pisces
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 Japan entered 
the World Cup 
as one of the 
lowest-ranked 
sides

Brazil fan who is deaf, blind 
follows tournament with help
Sarah DiLorenzo

Like fans all over foo-
tball-mad Brazil, Car-

los Junior followed every 
move the national team 
made on the field Monday 
in its 2-0 victory over Me-
xico. He wiped his brow 
every time Mexico closed 
in but failed to score. He 
banged the table or a drum 
when Brazil took a shot 
and missed. And he jum-
ped up and down and hu-
gged friends when Neymar 
finally put the ball in the 
net in the 51st minute.

But Junior did not watch 
or listen to the game the 
way most Brazilians did. 
Instead, the 31-year-old 
massage therapist who is 
deaf and blind experienced 
the match with the help of 
interpreters using touch 
communication and a mo-
del football field to recount 

the passes, goals and fouls 
of the national team.

Junior’s love of football 
and his way of following 
the World Cup moved 
many in Latin America’s 
largest nation after a friend 
posted a video of him kee-
ping up with Brazil’s group 
game against Costa Rica. 
The video caught the at-
tention of national and in-
ternational media and has 
been shared and seen by 
millions online.

“The moment you do this, 
you show that a deaf and 
blind person is the same as 
any other person,” Junior, 
who communicates with 
tactile sign language, said 
of the video and its wide 
viewership.

On Monday, Junior and 
a handful of other people 
with sight and hearing 
losses gathered at a cultu-
ral center in Sao Paulo to 

follow the game with the 
help of interpreters.

Junior has followed foo-
tball for as long as he can 
remember. He has Usher 
syndrome, which causes 
hearing and vision pro-
blems. While born deaf, he 
was able to see as a child 
and even played goalkee-
per on a team for deaf you-
th. At 14, his vision began 
to deteriorate, and he was 
fully blind by 23. He con-
tinued to cheer for his be-
loved Sao Paulo with the 
help of his father.

“Before my dad wou-
ld take my hand and say, 
‘Ehh! Look there! A goal! A 
goal!’ But information was 
missing,” Junior said. “I 
wanted to know if the ball 
hit the crossbar, what side 
was it on, the right side or 
the left side.”

It was then that Helio 
Fonseca de Araujo, who is 

a sign language interpreter, 
proposed the idea of using 
a model field. De Araujo 
had seen Maria Stella Nu-
nes speak once about the 
field she built for her hus-
band, who is deaf and has 
low vision and had asked 
for the model. Nunes inter-
preted Monday’s game for 
her husband, Carlos Ro-
berto Lopes Nunes, at the 
same cultural center where 
Junior followed the game.

Araujo then improved 
upon the original idea, 
building a bigger field and 
adding in the idea of using 
a second interpreter to give 
even more game informa-
tion in real time.

The system they have de-
veloped is this: Junior pla-
ces his hands on the inter-
preter’s. One hand repre-
sents the ball, the other the 
player who has possession. 
The interpreter moves his 

hands around the model 
field to indicate the action. 
Meanwhile, another inter-
preter draws on Junior’s 
back, communicating 
which team and even whi-
ch player [by tracing the 
player’s number] has the 
ball. Through his haptic, or 
touch, communication, the 
interpreter can also note 
fouls, yellow or red cards, 
blocks and saves.

During the regular sea-
son, Junior often makes 
do by following games via 
text summaries posted on-
line that a device translates 

into Braille for him. But 
for major games, he calls 
on de Araujo and others 
like him. The technique is 
so good that Junior even 
knew in previous games 
when Neymar fell down, 
or when Brazil coach Tite 
hurt himself while celebra-
ting the team’s win over 
Costa Rica.

“Even though they [deaf 
and blind people] don’t 
have access to lots of infor-
mation, that doesn’t hinder 
their lives,” de Araujo said. 
“If society adapts to them, 
they can live normally.” AP

Pan Pylas, Kazan

Changing coaches on the 
eve of the World Cup can be 

fraught with danger. Just look at 
Spain. For Japan, the decision to 
sack Vahid Halilhodzic just two 
months before the World Cup 
appears to have been justified 
despite the team’s last-minute 
defeat to Belgium in the round 
of 16 on yesterday [Macau time]. 
Japan was leading 2-0 early in 
the second half in Rostov-On-
Don before Belgium came back 
to win 3-2 with a scintillating 
counterattack in the last seconds 
of injury time.

It was a cruel blow for Japan, 
which appeared to have taken 
control of the match through 
goals from Genki Haraguchi and 
Takashi Inui. “Devastating,” was 
how coach Akira Nishino descri-
bed the loss.

The shock of the defeat — the 
first time a team has lost a Wor-
ld Cup knockout match outright 
after leading by two goals since 
West Germany defeated England 
3-2 in a 1970 quarterfinal — will 
clearly take some time to come to 
terms with.

But Japan can take immen-
se pride from its performance 
both in the Belgium match and 
in the tournament as a whole. 
Four years after a hugely disa-
ppointing campaign in Brazil, 
Japan entered the World Cup 
as one of the lowest-ranked si-
des. Few expected the Blue Sa-
murai to get out of their group, 
not least because of the change 
at the top.

But following victory over Co-
lombia and a draw with Senegal, 
Japan advanced from its group 
despite a 1-0 defeat to Poland in 
its final group match. Admitte-

dly, its progress was down to the 
fact that it received fewer yellow 
cards than Senegal after the 
teams could not be separated on 
points, goal difference or goals 
scored.

Still, it was a triumph of sorts 
for a team that had been fairly 
uninspiring during Asian qua-
lifying. Fans across Japan had 
grown pessimistic about the 
team’s prospects in the World 
Cup and bemoaned its habit of 
grinding out results.

Japanese football can be joyous 
and free-flowing, but the team’s 
performances in the run-up to 

the World Cup were stilted and 
cause for concern. A 4-1 defeat 
to South Korea was followed by a 
1-1 draw against Mali, and subse-
quently a 2-1 loss to Ukraine.

During that run, it was clear 
that relations between the Bos-

nian coach Halilhodzic and the 
players had deteriorated, and 
the Japanese Football Associa-
tion made the decision to replace 
the coach in order to foster unity 
ahead of the World Cup. Halilho-
dzic had tried to turn a Japanese 
team with a fluid passing tradi-
tion into a counterattacking unit. 
He also, to the consternation of 
many in Japan, dropped three 
leading players at times: Keisuke 
Honda, Shinji Kagawa and Shinji 
Okazaki.

Nishino, who was the JFA’s te-
chnical director, was given the 
task of rebuilding trust in the Ja-

pan camp, and the team’s perfor-
mances in Russia show that the 
players responded positively.

Nishino paid tribute to his pre-
decessor, arguing that Halilho-
dzic had “nurtured this team.” 
Though Nishino said he kept the 
core of Halilhodzic’s tactics, he 
wanted to “add something.”

That something was fairly clear 
in Russia. Japan played with a 
more attacking identity and a lot 
more freedom. Nishino encoura-
ged his players to express them-
selves without fear of failure. Al-
though he instructed his team to 
“stay put” and play passively in 
the closing minutes against Po-
land because a 1-0 loss would be 
good enough to advance, he said 
the strategy was “regrettable” 
and pledged to return to an ag-
gressive style.

He kept his word against Bel-
gium. Even after Belgium equali-
zed, Japan kept trying to win ins-
tead of playing for extra time or 
a penalty shootout — the fallback 
tactic for World Cup underdogs 
that Russia executed successfully 
against Spain.

The risky approach may have 
ultimately cost Nishino’s team in 
the final seconds. With the clock 
ticking toward extra time, Japan 
looked to score from a corner, 
but Belgium had other ideas, 
catching Japan off guard with 
a 10-second counterattack that 
culminated with Nacer Chadli’s 
winner.

“I think it was me who might 
have lost control of the game,” 
the 63-year-old Nishino said. 
“When the goal was conceded, 
I blamed myself, and I question 
my tactics.” Few in Japan are 
likely to blame Nishino for what 
was a thrilling, and wholly unex-
pected, World Cup ride. AP

Carlos Junior, who is both deaf and blind, experiences the match 
between Brazil and Mexico with the help of an interpreter who uses 
tactile signing and a model football field 

World Cup 2018

Changing coach breathed 
life into Japan’s campaign
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round of sixteen
France
Uruguay
Spain
Croatia
Brazil 
Belgium
Sweden

4
2
1
1
2
3
1

3
1
1
1
0
2
0

Argentina
Portugal
Russia
Denmark
Mexico
Japan
Switzerland

(3  -  4)
on penalties 

(3  -  2)
on penalties 

Loew staying on 
as Germany coach 
despite exit

Germany coach Joachim Loew is 
staying on despite the team’s shock 
first-round World Cup exit. The 
German football federation (DFB) 
announced yesterday it was informed 
by Loew that he wished to remain 
and “rebuild the team.” In turn, the 
DFB promised him support, and 
he was “trusted to draw the right 
conclusions from the World Cup exit.” 
The decision comes five days after 
Germany, the defending champion, 
finished bottom of its group after loses 
to Mexico and South Korea. “We had 
a very open and honest exchange in 
which we spoke about a lot of points. 
We are all convinced that in Loew we 
have a national coach who will analyze 
very precisely, take the right steps 
and lead our team back on the path 
of success,” DFB president Reinhard 
Grindel said.

Poland coach fired 
after 2-loss, 1-win 
The head of the Polish Football 
Federation says national coach Adam 
Nawalka will not have his contract 
extended after Poland failed to advance 
from the group phase at the World Cup. 
Nawalka will stay in the job only until 
July 30. In Group H games in Russia, 
Poland lost to Senegal 2-1, and to 
Colombia 3-0. Poland beat only Japan 
1-0. Nawalka said he felt responsible for 
the team failing to meet expectations at 
the World Cup, and did not do a very 
good job choosing the players. He has 
coached Poland since November 2013.

Real Madrid 
denies report of 
USD360m offer to 
buy Neymar
Real Madrid has denied a report that 
it has offered to buy Neymar from 
Paris Saint-Germain for a world record 
transfer of 310 million euros (USD360 
million). Madrid says the report by 
Spanish public broadcaster TVE is 
“absolutely untrue,” adding the team 
“made no offer of any kind to PSG or the 
player.” The statement was published 
hours after Neymar scored to help 
Brazil beat Mexico 2-0 and advance 
to the World Cup quarterfinals. Paris 
Saint-Germain is under pressure from 
UEFA to raise cash from selling players. 
The French club needs to help comply 
with “Financial Fair Play” rules which 
monitor overspending on transfers 
and wages. PSG spent a record 222 
million euros ($260 million) last year 
by buy Neymar from Barcelona. UEFA 
warned the French champions three 
weeks ago they will “remain under close 
scrutiny” when they submit accounts 
for the financial year, which ended last 
Saturday.

Emil Forsberg (center) celebrates with teammates 

Nigeria captain John Obi Mikel

World Cup 2018

Forsberg delivers, Sweden 
reaches quarterfinals

Nigeria captain hid dad’s 
abduction, played match
Gerald Imray, 
Nizhny Novgorod

Nigeria captain 
John Obi Mikel 

played in a crucial Wor-
ld Cup match against 
Argentina four hours af-
ter being told his father 
had been kidnapped for 
ransom back home and 
would be shot if anyone 
talked to the police.

“I had to shut it out 
of my head and go and 
represent my country 
first,” Mikel said. Mikel 
decided to hide the news 
from his teammates and 
coach so as not to des-
tabilize the team and 
went ahead and played 
the game in Russia, the 
midfielder said in a sta-
tement released by his 
management company 
yesterday.

Mikel’s father, Mi-
chael Obi, was rescued 
from armed kidnappers 
by Nigerian police 
following a shootout in 
a remote, forest area in 
southeastern Nigeria on 
Monday. That allowed 
the player to talk about 
the incident publicly. 
Police said Michael 
Obi, who was rescued 
along with his driver, 
had “recovered from the 
trauma of the kidnap.” 
It was the second time 
Michael Obi had been 

kidnapped in Nigeria.
Mikel said he received 

a telephone call in St. 
Petersburg last Tues-
day telling him of his 
father’s abduction as the 
Nigeria team was hea-
ding to the stadium to 
play in the World Cup 
against Lionel Messi 
and Argentina.

Nigeria lost 2-1 after a 
late Argentina goal and 
was eliminated from the 
World Cup as a result.

“I was emotionally 
distraught but had to 
make a decision about 
whether I was mentally 

ready to play the game,” 
Mikel said in his state-
ment. “I was confused. 
I did not know what 
to do, but in the end I 
knew that I could not let 
180 million Nigerians 
down.

“I could not even in-
form the coaches or 
NFF [Nigeria Football 
Federation] staff, and 
only a very tight circle 
of [...] my friends knew. 
I was told that they 
would shoot my dad 
instantly if I reported to 
the authorities or told 
anybody.”

The kidnappers de-
manded a ransom of 
USD28,000 for Mikel’s 
father, according to Ni-
gerian police in the sou-
theastern state where 
his father was rescued.

But police spokesman 
Ebere Amaraizu told 
The Associated Press 
that Michael Obi was 
rescued along with his 
driver after a shootout 
and no ransom was 
paid. The two men had 
been held by the kid-
nappers for nearly a 
week after being abduc-
ted on a road while tra-
veling from the central 
city of Jos to a funeral in 
the southeastern state of 
Enugu.

Kidnappings for ran-
som targeting family 
members of wealthy 
people are common 
in Nigeria, an oil-rich 
nation of nearly 200 
million people and 
Africa’s most populous 
country.

Mikel, one of Nigeria’s 
most successful players, 
was at Chelsea in the 
Premier League from 
2006-17. He moved to 
Chinese club Tianjin 
Teda last year.

His father was also ki-
dnapped in 2011, when 
the kidnappers deman-
ded a $4 billion ransom 
from Chelsea.

On that occasion, 
Michael Obi was kid-
napped in Jos and res-
cued in the northern 
city of Kano, 190 miles 
away, 10 days later.

Mikel said he despe-
rately wanted to talk 
about his father’s latest 
kidnapping with Nigeria 
coach Gernot Rohr at 
the World Cup but thou-
ght it would upset the 
team, and so kept quiet.

“I did not want my is-
sue to become a distrac-
tion to the coach or the 
rest of the team on the 
day of such an impor-
tant game,” Mikel said. 
“So as much as I wan-
ted to discuss it with the 
coach, I could not do it. 
Thankfully he [Mikel’s 
father] is now safely re-
leased.” AP

Steve Douglas, St. Petersburg

The heir to Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic finally 
delivered for Sweden 
at the World Cup. 

Emil Forsberg scored a deflec-
ted goal in the 66th minute to 
give the Swedes a 1-0 victory 
over Switzerland yesterday 
and a place in the World Cup 
quarterfinals for the first time 
in 24 years.

Shy and understated, the 
26-year-old Forsberg couldn’t 
be more different than the 
larger-than-life Ibrahimovic, 
who ruled the Sweden team 
for more than a decade and 
was the greatest player the 
country ever produced.

But Forsberg arrived in Rus-
sia shouldering the creative 
burden left by Ibrahimovic 

following his retirement two 
years ago, and the attacking 
midfielder’s skills and slick 

movement stood out at St. Pe-
tersburg Stadium.

Forsberg’s scruffy shot from 

the edge of the area was likely 
heading straight for Switzer-
land goalkeeper Yann Som-
mer, but it took a deflection 
off the boot of center back Ma-
nuel Akanji and landed in the 
net.

In stoppage time, Michael 
Lang was sent off for Switzer-
land for a professional foul 
on Sweden substitute Martin 
Olsson. The referee initially 
awarded a penalty kick but la-
ter gave a free kick after a vi-
deo review.

Sweden became the fifth 
European team to reach the 
quarterfinals and will play ei-
ther England or Colombia on 
Saturday in Samara.

The last time Sweden made it 
this far at the World Cup was 
in 1994, when the team rea-
ched the semifinals. AP
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China issues warning for citizens 
traveling to United States

China has issued a safety warning to its 
citizens traveling to the United States amid 
rising tensions between the sides over accu-
sations of unfair trading practices and other 
disputes.

The warning issued late last week and pos-
ted on the Website of the Chinese Embassy in 
Washington touches on issues from the high 
cost of medical treatment in the U.S. to the 
importance of guarding against crime and ter-

rorist attacks and the powers wielded by Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement agents.

In Beijing, Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu 
Kang said yesterday that China’s government 
was merely fulfilling its duty to warn travelers 
of “potential dangers.”

U.S. tariffs meant to punish China for alle-
gedly unfair trading practices are due to take 
effect Friday. Friction has also grown over the 
South China Sea and Taiwan.

45-65
Moderate

70-100
Moderate

opinion

Coffee Recycling

The natural world is an excellent recycler – bio-
logical processes consume natural resources 
to live and produce waste, and other processes 
then further “eat” those wastes and the cycle con-
tinues. Carnivores eat herbivores which eat plan-
ts; when they die the carcasses of animals and 
plants are decomposed by microbes and become 
plant food. Humanity is not a good recycler and 
we are gradually destroying the environment that 
sustains us by consuming resources to create 
products and wastes that are not (or cannot be) 
recycled. Burning fossil fuels to generate energy 
and load the atmosphere with CO2 is the classic 
example.

Another case is coffee. It is an increasingly 
popular drink all round the world. You take the 
seeds from the berries of the coffee plant, roast 
them and then grind them up into a powder. You 
then filter hot water through the coffee powder 
to create a flavorsome drink and throw away the 
used coffee grounds. These used coffee grounds 
then mostly end up in landfills where they anae-
robically decompose with methane gas being a 
resulting waste product. Among other things, me-
thane is a greenhouse gas which is 34 times more 
potent than CO2!

Pollution and environmental issues are increa-
singly important in this region. China, for one, has 
major environmental problems that are garnering 
ever increasing government and community at-
tention and action. Measures to contain pollution 
are also receiving much greater attention in Ma-
cau. These trends will only continue and there will 
be ever increasing demand to reduce polluting 
activities.

In keeping with this trend towards reducing 
pollution and recycling wastes, people can scatter 
coffee grounds in their gardens to improve their 
soils. Even better, coffee grounds can be used 
in composting to create an excellent soil fertili-
zer. Composting is the aerobic decomposition of 
vegetable matter that does not product methane. 
Coffee grounds are rich in nitrogen, phosphorous, 
zinc, and iron and adding 20% coffee grounds to 
compost makes an especially good soil conditio-
ner for subsequently growing vegetables. Coffee 
grounds also encourage the growth of microbes 
and worms that are an essential part of compos-
ting – they “eat” the decomposing plant matter 
to release the nutrients. In this way waste coffee 
grounds become an excellent gardening and far-
ming resource and do not release methane into 
the atmosphere, thus reducing global warming.

There is a very good social enterprise in Mel-
bourne, Australia (www.reground.com.au) that 
collects used coffee grounds from food outlets 
and delivers it to individuals, community gardens 
and other organizations where it is used as a 
feedstock for composting. Cafés and the like are 
happy to pay a small subscription to cover the 
collection and redistribution costs for the waste 
coffee grounds because they receive a recycling 
certification and can promote their good environ-
mental practices to customers. The cost is small 
and the marketing value is large because most 
people understand and appreciate being “envi-
ronment friendly”, even if some governments do 
not.

In Macau we, and the many, many tourists who 
visit here, drink a lot of coffee. We also have a 
lot of casinos and public spaces with extensive 
gardens, and just across the border we have a lot 
of market gardens. All of these need good com-
post. I am sure that an organization like Reground 
could be set up here and be very successful. I 
suspect that extending the idea to Hong Kong and 
China in the future would also be a “no brainer”. 
Anybody interested?
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Iran issued a new 
warning over Mideast 
oil supplies as the 
United Arab Emirates 
said yesterday it 
could increase its own 
production, the latest 
remarks to follow 
President Donald 
Trump’s demand for 
lower global energy 
prices.

Israel-Palestine 
The Israeli military 
said yesterday it had 
uncovered a plot by 
Hamas militants to 
spy on soldiers by 
befriending them on 
social media and 
then luring them into 
downloading fake dating 
applications that gave 
Hamas access to their 
smartphones.

Poland An aide to the 
Polish President says the 
Supreme Court’s chief 
justice has no choice 
but to retire even though 
she says her term runs 
until 2020 under the 
Constitution of Poland. 
The forced resignation 
of Supreme Court First 
President Malgorzata 
Gersdorf comes as a 
new law takes effect that 
lowers the mandatory 
retirement age for 
justices from 70 to 65, 
forcing more than a third 
out.

France Investigators 
believe a team of four or 
five loyal accomplices 
carried out the brazen 
prison helicopter escape 
of one of France’s most 
notorious criminals, 
Redoine Faid. More on p15

Mexico’s President-
elect Andres Manuel 
Lopez Obrador is at the 
country’s National Palace 
to meet with current 
President Enrique Pena 
Nieto about his transition 
to office in December.

Mari Yamaguchi, Tokyo 

Japan yesterday appro-
ved an energy plan that 

sets ambitious targets for 
nuclear energy use and sus-
tains a struggling program 
for spent-fuel recycling des-
pite setbacks after the 2011 
Fukushima disaster.

The plan approved by the 
Cabinet noted for the first 
time the need to draw down 
the plutonium stockpile, gi-
ven international security 
concerns. The stockpile resul-
ts from technical challenges in 
achieving fuel recycling and 
from slow restarts of reactors 
to burn it amid widespread 
anti-nuclear sentiment.

Japan repeatedly has stated 
its commitment to transpa-
rency and appropriate han-
dling of the plutonium, but 
the U.S. in particular has rai-
sed concerns in recent years. 
It has urged Japan to suspend 
the planned launch of its key 
reprocessing plant in nor-
thern Japan’s Rokkasho. It 
is in the final stages of safety 
approvals that have been pos-
tponed more than 20 times 
due to technical issues.

Japan is scrapping its failed 
plutonium-burning test reac-
tor Monju, which was meant 
to be the centerpiece of its fuel 
recycling program. It never 
really functioned after a 1995 
accident, causing a major se-
tback to Japan’s plutonium 
balance.

Despite criticism and oppo-

sition, Japan is still seeking to 
develop a replacement for it.

“The energy plan makes 
clearer our commitment to 
reducing the amount” of plu-
tonium, Economy, Trade and 
Industry Minister Hiroshige 
Seko told reporters. “The go-
vernment will actively work 
to appropriately manage, use 
and reduce the plutonium.”

The plan, however, did not 
give a timeline or other details 
for shrinking the stockpile.

Japan has nearly 47 tons of 
plutonium, more than three-
quarters of which is kept in 
France and Britain where Ja-
panese spent fuel has been re-
processed since Japan is not 
able to reprocess it into pluto-
nium-based MOX fuel pellets 
at home. The total is enough 
to make 6,000 atomic bombs, 
though the Rokkasho plant 
operator has insisted there is 
no risk of proliferation, saying 
all plutonium is stored safely 
and closely monitored by the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency.

The energy plan calls for fur-
ther development of renewa-
ble energy but still stipulates 
that nuclear energy should 
account for 20 to 22 percent 
of Japan’s power generation 
by fiscal 2030. It sets a 22 to 
24 percent target for renewa-
ble energy, with the remain-
der coming from fossil fuels 
in line with goals set in 2015. 
The plan urges further pro-
gress in meeting pledges to 
reduce carbon emissions by 
80 percent from 2013 levels 
by fiscal 2050.

Experts say attaining that 
goal is almost impossible sin-
ce utilities are opting to scrap 
aging reactors rather than to 
invest in meeting tighter pos-
t-disaster safety standards. 
Uncertainty over what to 
do with massive radioactive 
waste in the crowded and 
earthquake- prone island na-
tion is another big concern.

Japanese utilities have de-
cided to scrap 19 reactors, 
cutting the number of usable 
reactors to 35. AP

Japan 

Plan setting ambitious nuke 
energy goals approved

Tourists watch Mount Agung erupt in Karangasem, Bali, Indonesia. The volcano on the Indonesian tourist 
island of Bali erupted Monday evening, ejecting a 2,000-meter-high column of thick ash and hurling lava down 

its slopes. 
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Cleaning works at the troubled Fukushima nuclear plant


