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bad-loan jump 
forecast in china

police school plans 
campus expansion 

Real estate-related 
borrowings may represent 
more than 56 percent of all 
outstanding loans this year

The Macau Security Force 
Superior School is planning 
to improve the school’s 
dormitories and facilities  P2

uncertainty 
driving 
away high 
rollers

China An Australian 
citizen and former 
executive of the mining 
giant Rio Tinto was 
released from prison 
in Shanghai yesterday 
after serving a sentence 
on corruption charges, 
the Chinese foreign 
ministry said.

Malaysia Former 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak was charged 
yesterday with 
criminal breach of 
trust and corruption, 
two months after a 
multibillion-dollar graft 
scandal at a state 
investment fund led to 
his stunning election 
defeat. More on p13

india’s government 
says it has asked 
WhatsApp to take 
“immediate action” 
to prevent the social 
media platform 
from being misused 
to spread rumors 
and irresponsible 
statements like those 
blamed for recent 
deadly mob attacks in 
the country. More on p12

Russia A committee of 
the Russian parliament 
has recommended the 
adoption of a proposed 
law that would require 
journalists working 
for media outlets 
designated as foreign 
agents to register as 
agents themselves.

isRael-Palestine 
Israeli police are 
scuffling with activists 
protesting the planned 
demolition of a Bedouin 
hamlet in the West 
Bank.
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Court upholds decision 
on same-sex couple
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Mothers against central hospital’s 
policy regarding births, ultrasounds 
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Tam says no 
interference 
in private life 
matters
Secretary for Social Affairs 
and Culture Alexis Tam 
has said he is no one to 
interfere in private activities,  
responding to online sources 
which implicated sex crime 
suspect Mo Shijian, the 
former Dean of the Faculty 
of Law at the University of 
Macau (UM). The sources 
claim that Mo Shijian invited 
female students to meals and 
for possible sex purposes on 
other occasions. Tam claimed 
that he was unaware of the 
information, reiterating his 
hope that UM can continue 
hiring professors with a 
strong work ethic.  

2,000 rodents 
seized every 
year 
On average, the Civic and 
Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IACM) and the Health 
Bureau seize more than 
2,000 rodents every year. 
Biannually, IACM carries 
out rodent control in five 
districts across the city in 
locations that include hidden 
areas, such as ditches.  IACM 
has been putting out bait 
boxes on public streets. In 
the beginning, only 200 
boxes were set out. Now 
there are approximately 800 
bait boxes.  

Construction 
of flood 
discharge 
project 
planned for Q4 
The Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM) has 
received 11 tenders for the 
Inner Harbor rainwater 
pumping station and drainage 
culvert.  The project is 
expected to improve the 
drainage capacity of the 
Inner Harbor. Construction 
is expected to start in the 
fourth quarter of this year 
and it is recommended that 
the construction period does 
not exceed 900 working days. 
This project has a rainwater 
collection area of 46.5 
hectares and flood discharge 
capacity is 14.28 cubic meters 
per second. 

Macau has risen in the 
rankings of property con-

sultancy firm JLL’s biannual 
Global Real Estate Transpa-
rency Index 2018, becoming a 
“semi-transparent” market.

The rise, one of the steepest 
seen in this year’s ranking, is 
associated with the local gover-
nment’s recent efforts to tackle 
money laundering, as well as 
its embrace of increased moni-
toring by financial regulators. 

Macau now ranks 60th on a 
list of 100 jurisdictions wor-
ldwide, just below Argentina 
and above Vietnam. This re-
presents a 10-spot increase 
from the 2016 index. 

As a region, Asia-Pacific has 
made the strongest transpa-
rency gains in JLL’s index, led 
by jurisdictions including Ma-
cau, Myanmar, Thailand and 
India.

Leading the list were the 
Anglophone countries of the 
United Kingdom (1), Australia 
(2), the United States (3) and 
Canada (5), which qualified as 
“highly transparent”. France 
placed fourth on the list.

Meanwhile, Singapore (12) 
edged out Hong Kong (13) to 
top the list of “transparent” 

jurisdictions. China is ranked 
33rd, the highest among the 
“semi-transparent” cohort, 
while Taiwan is 26th, one spot 
below Portugal. The worst per-
formers on the list were Libya 
and Venezuela.

On several occasions last 
year, the MSAR was praised 
for actions taken to combat 
money laundering, including 
closer financial supervision of 
the gaming and junket indus-
try.

Nevertheless, Macau was gi-
ven mixed reviews at a meeting 
of the Asia/Pacific Group on 
Money Laundering last year, 
when member states conclu-
ded that local authorities la-
cked willingness to prosecute 
and had low conviction rates 
for money laundering crimes.

The Global Real Estate 
Transparency Index is updated 
every two years and records 
the evolution of real estate 
transparency. It is based on a 
combination of quantitative 
market data and survey resul-
ts. It takes into account factors 
such as market fundamentals, 
the regulatory and legal fra-
mework and governance of lis-
ted vehicles.

MGM  organized the “Seminar 
on the Development of Chine-

se Tradition and Culture” for some 
300 team members at MGM Cotai 
last week, which aimed to explore 
the historical roots and core values 
of Chinese traditions and cultures.

The seminar is one of the highli-
ghts of the gaming operator’s Ta-
lent Development Series, with the 
objective to cultivate local talent 
and develop the SAR into the tou-
rism education and training hub.

CEO and executive director of 
MGM China Grant Bowie kicked 
off the seminar with a speech stres-
sing the importance of understan-
ding Chinese culture.

“Our future is determined by our 
understanding and appreciation 
of our past. This seminar aims 
to ignite enthusiasm of our team 
members to understand and have 
a greater appreciation on how we 
are so lucky today to be part of this 
rich history of China.”

“More importantly, the unders-
tanding of the Chinese culture can 
inspire us on how to create a stron-
ger and more vibrant China in the 
future,” he added.

The gaming operator has invi-
ted Mao Feng, a professor from 
the Beijing Normal University to 
speak at the seminar. Mao Feng 
is also the Project Director of “The 
Chinese Dreams – Strategic Stu-
dy of National Communication,” 
endorsed by The National Social 
Science Fund of China. 

At the seminar, he noted, “every 
country develops along its own 
distinctive path,” recalling that the 
country has a history of over 5,000 
years, claiming that its culture re-
mains as China’s most significant 
strengths. 

The seminar was supported by 
the Economic Affairs Department 
of the Liaison Office of the Cen-
tral People’s Government in the 
MSAR.  LV

MSAR records 
improvement in real 
estate transparency

MGM holds seminar 
on Chinese culture

Police school plans campus 
expansion and revamp
Macau Security Force 

Superior School (ES-
FSM) is planning to improve 
the school’s dormitories and 
facilities, Secretary for Securi-
ty Wong Sio Chak said yes-
terday on the sidelines of the 
ESFSM’s 30th anniversary ce-
remony. 

“I hope there can be a plan 
within this year,” said Wong, 
who explained that the expec-
ted improvements include new 
training technologies and faci-
lities. 

“The campus is rather worn 
out and the relevant teaching 
facilities can’t keep up with 
new security issues,” said 
Wong. 

Meanwhile, the academy is 
planning to use the city’s cur-

rent Coloane Prison land after 
the new prison, located in Ka 
Ho, is put into operation.

 “Several security departmen-
ts are working on the campus, 
including the Police Dog Unit. 

[…] In 2019, the building of 
the Police Dog Unit should be 
ready, which will give us extra 
space to make plans,” said Hoi 
Sio Iong, president of ESFSM, 
who also said, “the campus has 
been used for 30 years, [we] 
will make a new overall study 
[and consider] whether we can 
build a pool and add another 
floor [to the building].”

In addition, Hoi disclosed that 
ESFSM hopes to offer a mas-
ter’s degree, at the earliest, in 
the academic year 2019-2020. 

“It depends on the progress 
of [the] law amendment,” said 
Hoi, explaining that for ES-
FSM to offer a master’s degree, 
it requires that the city amends 
the laws relating to school ma-
nagement.  JZ



thu 05.07.2018

MACAU澳聞macau’s leading newspaper 3
 

th Anniversary

 

 
The emotional 
support fathers 
can give is 
very different 
to what the 
hospital can 
provide during 
these events. 
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Several mothers 
have expressed concern 
over hospitals’ policy 
of not allowing fathers 

to attend pregnancy ultrasou-
nd examinations, a significant 
moment for parents.

In other countries and re-
gions, family members are 
allowed to attend a pregnancy 
ultrasound in hospitals and 
to be present during the bir-
th. Yet, that is not the case at 
the Hospital Conde S. Januá-
rio, where “privacy reasons” 
are invoked to prevent signi-
ficant others from attending 
pregnancy ultrasound exa-
minations. To attend their 
children’s births, only fathers 
with special permission from 
the hospital director (and un-
der special conditions, such 
the absence of other mothers 
in the maternity ward) are 
allowed.

Since they are not permitted 
to have a companion in the pu-
blic hospital, some expecting 
mothers are opting to go to 
private clinics.

The Times spoke to seve-
ral mothers about the issue. 
Some, particularly first-time 
mothers, were upset with the 
policy. “I didn’t know that fa-
thers were not allowed in the 
ultrasound room, so when we 
got there, that was the first 
time we found out,” said Judi-
th Caragay.

Caragay, who was a first-time 
mother, remarked that the-
re are significant numbers of 
pregnant women who are sen-
sitive about their pregnancy 
and need support from their 
partners.

“Especially during birth deli-
very, particularly if it’s C-sec-
tion, it’s always better to have 
one’s partner in the room for 
you to be able to draw strength 
from because it’s not easy, it’s 
scary.”

Echoing the same sentimen-
ts, Mayi Pacada expressed 

frustrations over the policy, 
which also forbids fathers 
from attending the childbirth 
delivery.

“I hope the policy allows fa-
thers during labor until the 
childbirth delivery. It can 
help us physically and emo-
tionally, since that is the kind 
of support the hospital cannot 
give,” she said.

“The emotional support fa-
thers can give is very different 
to what the hospital can provi-
de during these events,” said 
Pacada.

Some argued that it is reaso-
nable for fathers to be present 
during a doctor’s consultations 
for them to better understand 
both the mother’s and the ba-
by’s needs. 

“I wish I could also go inside 
the ultrasound room to su-
pport my wife but I can’t,” said 
a father who was waiting at the 

public hospital.
“I never understood that. I 

think fathers or family mem-
bers should be able to attend 
the ultrasound. Having ano-
ther mind and pair of ears to 
listen to the doctor’s explana-
tions is very important,” ex-
pressed another.

“It’s more important for first- 
time moms to have this su-
pport than for those who are 
[giving birth to] their second 
or third child,” said another, 
who was also at the public hos-
pital.

Thus, most of the mothers to 
whom the Times spoke also at-
tended a private clinic, in ad-
dition to the consultations in 
the city’s public hospital. 

According to them, being 
looked after by a private doc-
tor is better as the information 
is provided clearly, as well the 
ability for fathers to attend the 
ultrasound.

Some mothers also noted 
that hospitals would only call 
fathers after they have given 
birth, after being left alone 
during hours of labor.

“We’re all alone during labor, 
so the fact that the hospital 
only calls the father after the 
mother gives birth is strange. 
Especially now that they have 
raised their fees for migrant 
workers, I hope they change 
[their] services and policies,” 
said Pacada.

“There are also some nur-
ses who are careless and they 
don’t really care much about 
how they handle you, so we 

really need someone who can 
understand and assist us,” Ca-
ragay echoed.

Meanwhile, others suggested 
that the SAR should work on 
making provision for alterna-
tive forms of delivery, such as 
water births and home births.

Although some have noticed 
the improvements regarding 
maternity services in the re-
gion, others recommend that 
the region should be more 
“open-minded” in improving 
maternity services.

“They can try to change and 
have more options in terms of 
labor, maternity options and 
try to actually be more open-
minded,” said a first-time mo-
ther who refused to be identi-
fied. She is set to give birth in 
the fourth quarter of this year 
and also commented on the 
lack of maternity resources 
available in English.

According to her, most in-
formation is only provided in 
Cantonese. She hopes that the 
government will also consider 
non-Chinese speakers.

“I fully understand Chinese 
but I think the government 
has to take consideration of 
the fact that there are a lot of 
people who don’t know how to 
read Chinese, and that it is not 
accessible to migrants,” she 
added.

“I think we would like to see 
more classes catering to an 
international audience, in-
cluding prenatal workouts in 
[…] water and activities like 
that, which help mothers relax 
during pregnancy,” she added. 

Although she commended 
the extension of maternity 
leave, which increased from 
56 days to 70 days, she hoped 
that the MSAR could work on 
providing activities and su-
pport programs for the com-
munity that cater to the whole 
nine-months of pregnancy.

The Times first contacted the 
Health Bureau on May 17 to 
enquire about the procedures 
a father must follow to be able 
to attend a birth, and whether 
the central hospital is excluding 
fathers from information they 
should have access to by forbi-
dding them to attend ultrasou-
nd sessions. The Times also in-
quired about “privacy reasons” 
which may justify a father being 
unable to have access to the 
abovementioned information. 

No answers were provided by 
press time.  

Mothers raise doubts over hospital’s 
policy regarding births, exams

nhs encourages ‘birth partners’ 
during and before labor

The uniTed  Kingdom’s Na-
tional Health Service, which is 
known worldwide, has a policy 
for pregnancy ultrasounds where-
by mothers can bring family or 
friends to the scan appointment. 
However, most hospitals do not 
allow children to attend scans as 
childcare is not usually available. 
Hospitals offer pregnant women at 
least two ultrasound scans during 
their pregnancy. During labor and 
birth, women can be accompanied 
by a “birth partner,” who can be 

“the baby’s father, a close friend, 
partner, or a relative,” according to 
the NHS website. The NHS posted 
a long list of how the “birth part-
ner” can help, including helping the 
mother to “explain to the midwife 
or doctor” what she needs “and the 
other way round.” According to the 
NHS, this can help mothers “feel 
much more in control of the situa-
tion.” Birth partners may even be 
able to cut the umbilical cord, pro-
vided that the midwife is previously 
informed.
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Authorities find 89 illegal 
workers in May
The Public Security Police Force (PSP) has issued 
their final report regarding the operation to fight 
illegal work in Macau. In a statement, the PSP 
said that in May this year a total of 89 suspected 
illegal workers were found through joint 
operations launched by the PSP, the Labor Affairs 
Bureau and other government departments. 
The authorities also noted that these people 
were found during inspections done in 270 
locations.  The inspection locations consisted 
of construction sites, private residences, 
commercial and industrial establishments. This is 
a significant increase when compared with April, 
in which a total of 41 illegal workers were found 
in 283 inspection sites. 

UM students win 
engineering competition 
Students Zhang Ailun, Zheng Huimin, and 
Kong Hou from the Department of Civil and 
Environmental Engineering at the University of 
Macau (UM) recently won first prize in the 10th 
Inter-University Invitational Civil Engineering 
Competition. According to UM, this year’s 
competition required contestants to design a curved 
bridge that could withstand both static loading and 
dynamic loading. Each team was required to design 
the structure of a bridge model, write a design 
proposal, produce a model, give a presentation and 
test the model, all within two days. The biennial 
competition aims to provide a platform for civil 
engineering students from around the world to 
showcase their creativity and skills, and to exchange 
ideas. This year’s event attracted 15 teams from 
different universities.

Daniela Wei

The financial market 
turmoil triggered by 

escalating U.S.-China tra-
de tensions and a weaker 
Chinese currency is threa-
tening a two-year recovery 
in the world’s biggest casi-
no hub.

Some high-end players 
have stayed away from 
Macau in the past two 
weeks, citing the fluctua-
tions in the stock market 
and the looming trade war, 
said Andrew Lo, executive 
director of Suncity Group 
Holdings Ltd., the listed 
vehicle of the enclave’s bi-
ggest junket operator.

“The market conditions 
have more uncertainties, 
including the potential 
trade war escalation,” said 
Lo. “High rollers are more 
cautious, betting less or re-
ducing trips to Macau.”

Macau, the former Por-
tuguese colony that gets 
the bulk of its visitors from 
mainland China, has seen 

gaming revenue dragged 
down in the past by steep 
drops in equities and vola-
tility in the yuan. The latest 
upheaval in the markets 
risks denting Macau’s ca-
sino business if gamblers’ 
worries intensify.

The caution is already 
surfacing in Macau’s ga-
ming data, with revenue 
showing two straight mon-
ths of slowing growth. It’s 
expected to maintain low 
double-digit gains in July, 
according to a survey of 
analysts by Bloomberg 
News.

The sentiment contribu-
ted to a 21 percent tumb-
le in the Bloomberg Inte-
lligence index for Macau 
casinos from a four-year 
high at the end of May. 
Shares of MGM China Hol-
dings Ltd., Galaxy Enter-
tainment Group Ltd. and 
Wynn Macau Ltd. have 
fallen more than 22 per-
cent from their peaks this 
year. The index advanced 
0.1 percent in Hong Kong 
yesterday.

High rollers are con-
cerned about the “mes-
sage from the weakening 

yuan,” said Fielding Chen, 
Bloomberg’s China econo-
mist based in Hong Kong. 
“The trade-war risk, stock 
market turmoil, and im-
pact on the property sector 
from deleveraging - these 
factors hurt the pockets of 
the rich.”

The yuan’s depreciation 
may also deter casual gam-
blers, who are more price 
sensitive, said Bloom-
berg Intelligence analyst 
Margaret Huang. Hotels, 
restaurants and enter-
tainment costs in Macau 
are priced in Hong Kong 
dollars or Macau patacas, 
which will become more 
expensive when the yuan 
depreciates.

Still, Macau’s gaming 
revenue, historically, has 
higher correlation with 
China’s producer pri-
ce index and residential 
price index, said Robin 
Yuen, an analyst at UOB 
Kay Hian. “Interestingly, 
those indexes have yet to 
dip.” Bloomberg

Uncertainty driving away 
some of Macau’s high rollers
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A delegation from the Permanent Secre-
tariat of the Forum for Economic and 

Trade Co-operation between China and 
Portuguese-speaking Countries (Forum 
Macau) has toured Cape Verde recently, in 
the company of several businessmen from 
the port city of Qingdao in Shandong pro-
vince.

A delegation led by deputy secretary-
general of Forum Macau, Ding Tian, met 
with several government officials from 
the African country and paid special visits 
to two ongoing major projects with links 
with both China and Macau.

The first visit was about the building of 
the University of Cape Verde campus, paid 
for and supported by China. The second 
visit was related to a tourism development 
project being built in the Gamboa and 
Santa Maria Islet areas by local business-
men David Chow.

The project includes a hotel, ma-
rina, convention center and casino, 
and has already granted Chow a tou-
rism merit medal from the Cape Ver-
dean government for his contribution 
to the country’s economic development. 
During the tour, Ding took the opportu-
nity to present the conclusions of work 
done during the 15th anniversary of the 
establishment of Forum Macau, na-
mely its method of external evaluation 
and Permanent Secretariat structure. 
The group also met with the president 
of Cabo Verde TradeInvest, Ana Barber, 
who noted the importance of the Forum 
Macau as an instrument of excellency for 
business purposes. Barber also suggested 
a reinforcement of the organization’s work 
in this field, as well as research and pro-
motion of the Cape Verde market, namely 
concerning to project financing.  RM

The Forum Macau delegation meets with Cape Verde 
president, Jorge Fonseca (center)

Forum Macau 
delegation toured 
Cape Verde 

Wong Sio Chak and Chui Sai On visited the place where the accident occurred 

Hac Sa Wan: Gas leak noticed 
two hours before blast
Julie Zhu

SecreTarY for Se-
curity Wong Sio Chak 
has reported that at 
around 7 p.m. a gas 

leak was noticed by peo-
ple prior to the Hac Sa Wan 
(Areia Preta) explosion which 
took place on Tuesday night. 

The Secretary updated the 
information yesterday on the 
sidelines of the Macau Securi-
ty Force Superior School’s 
(ESFSM) 30th anniversary 
ceremony. 

The blast occurred in a res-
taurant located in the Hac Sa 
Wan district, resulting in one 
death and six injuries. 

The late victim, a 34-year- 
old local female resident, was 
killed by collapsing walls whi-
le she was standing in the lo-
bby of the building next door 
to the restaurant. She was 
later pronounced dead at the 
hospital.

According to an investi-
gation by the Fire Services 
Bureau (CB), the blast was 
possibly caused by the res-
taurant’s liquid petroleum 
gas (LPG) bottles. 

“At 7 p.m. while [the rela-
ted people were] changing 
the LPG, the smell of petrol 
was already there. They did 
not pay attention to it imme-
diately,” said Wong, further 
explaining that “according to  
CB’s investigation, there might 
have been some problem whi-
le changing the gas which lead 
to the leakage.”

“The Public Security Police 
Force will make a report and 
will send the report to the Pro-
secution Office. If anybody is 

found to have violated [the re-
gulations], they will be held to 
account for their responsibili-
ties,” said Wong, adding, “the 
case is still under investigation. 
Regarding whose responsibili-
ty it is, an investigation is still 
needed.” 

Of the six injured victims, 
four (aged between 30 and 50) 
are currently in the hospital.

According to the information 
provided by Conde S. Januário 
Hospital, one of the victims 
has a broken thigh, one injured 
man has second degree burns 
with a burnt area of around 25 
percent, and another sustained 
multiple cuts.

“The situation [with the inju-

red] is serious,” Wong repor-
ted, expressing his sorrow on 
the accident. 

He also said that he repor-
ted the accident to the Chief 
Executive as soon as possible, 
following its occurrence. 

Wong pledged that the MSAR 
government would provide as-
sistance to the victims. 

Yesterday morning, the scene 
of the accident was re-opened.

According to CB reports, four 
LPG cylinders were found in-
side the restaurant, a number 
that meets the city’s regula-
tions. 

From January until June, 
CB conducted 134 inspections 
over the city’s LPG usage in 
restaurants. 

The Civic and Municipal 
Affairs Bureau (IACM) also 
reported that on May 9, it ins-
pected the restaurant, which is 
licensed by IACM, and did not 
find any infractions. 

In addition to CB’s inspec-
tions, IACM has also carried 
out over 2,000 safety inspec-
tions targeting LPG usage in 
restaurants since Macau’s LPG 
safety law came into effect. 

In total, less than 100 viola-
tions of this law have been re-
gistered. 

Structure of Edifício 
Pak Lei not impacted 
The building structure of Edifício Pak Lei, where the 

restaurant is located, has not been affected by the 
blast, according to the Li Can Feng, director of the Land, 
Public Works, and Transport Bureau. 

Yesterday, Chief Executive Chui Sai On, the Secretary 
for Security Wong Sio Chak, the Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture Alexis Tam together with other govern-
ment officials visited the scene.  

Li said that the building shows no signs of structural 
damage and that the damage was recorded on the roof of 
the related location and partition walls.  

Electrical and water supply have all been restored, al-
though work is still required in order to eliminate poten-
tial danger. 

 According to 
the preliminary 
investigation, 
the explosion 
was caused 
by the leakage 
of liquid 
petroleum gas
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When we 
looked 
overseas, we 
couldn’t find 
any companies 
that were 
offering lower-
cost clothing 
that fit well.
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Top Japan fashion site bets big 
on private brand, body scanning

Huawei pushes back as pressure 
on Chinese companies grows 
Todd Shields

Huawei Technolo-
gies Co. said a propo-

sed ban on selling its gear 
to some U.S. mobile provi-
ders isn’t lawful, pushing 
back against assertions it 
poses a risk as the Trump 
administration increases 
pressure on China over 
trade and national securi-
ty.

The Shenzhen-based ne-
tworking giant’s presence 
in the U.S. “has been ar-
tificially restricted by un-
founded allegations and 
suspicions based solely on 
misperceptions” about its 
relationship with China’s 
government, Huawei said 
in a filing with the Federal 
Communications Com-
mission that was made 
public on Tuesday.

The agency under Chair-
man Ajit Pai, an appoin-
tee of President Donald 
Trump, has proposed bar-
ring telecommunications 
companies from using 
a federal subsidy to buy 

gear from companies such 
as Huawei and ZTE Corp. 
that are judged to be a na-
tional security risk.

Huawei, China’s top te-
lecommunications equi-
pment vendor and the 
world’s No. 3 smartphone 
maker, was founded in 
1988 by former Chinese 
army engineer Ren Zhen-
gfei. 

The company took the 
unusual step yesterday 
of publicizing the minu-
tes of a recent high-level 
meeting during which the 
ex-military officer empha-
sized the symbiotic rela-
tionship between the two 
world powers, and China’s 
dependence on cutting-e-
dge American technology. 
Huawei will buy some 50 
million chips from Qual-
comm Inc. alone this year, 
he was cited as saying.

“The U.S.-China trade 
dependency is mutual and 
extensive, I don’t fore-
see strong conflicts,” Ren 
was quoted as saying in a 
transcript posted on social 

media platform WeChat. 
“American communica-
tions technology crested 
in the 1960s, when we 
were mere college studen-
ts.”

The rapid ascendancy 
however of Huawei and 
other Chinese companies 
in just the past decade has 
raised red flags. On Mon-
day, another federal agen-
cy asked the FCC to block 
China Mobile Ltd. from 
entering the U.S. market, 
citing national security 
grounds. A spokesman for 
China’s foreign ministry 
said the U.S. “should stop 
groundless speculation 
and intentional suppres-
sion against Chinese com-
panies.”

The U.S. is set to impose 
tariffs on USD34 billion 
of Chinese goods on Fri-
day, with China vowing 
to retaliate. Trump has 
also threatened additional 
tariffs on $200 billion of 
Chinese imports that cou-
ld be implemented if Chi-
na imposes counter-mea-

sures. Talks between the 
U.S. and China have stal-
led in part over American 
demands that Beijing re-
duce government support 
for high-tech industries.

Huawei, in its commen-
ts to the FCC that became 
available Tuesday, said it’s 
an independent, privately- 
owned business. Letting 
Huawei compete freely 
could yield savings, while 
restrictions “will result in 
excessive profits for a han-
dful of other equipment 
suppliers in this highly 
concentrated market.”

The result would leave 
the U.S. falling behind 
other countries, with 
harm concentrated in re-
mote and poor areas, ac-
cording to the filing said. 
“The U.S. cannot afford 
to become the only coun-
try in the world that lacks 
access to the best commu-
nication technologies,” 
Huawei said in the filing.

The FCC’s authority over 
the subsidy, the Universal 
Service Fund, doesn’t en-

compass national security 
concerns, Huawei said.

CTIA, a Washington
-based trade group with 
members including U.S. 
mobile providers AT&T 
Inc. and Verizon Com-
munications Inc., didn’t 
express outright support 
or opposition to the mea-
sure. It said in a filing that 
the FCC should proceed 
cautiously and consult 
with the Department of 
Homeland Security and 
other agencies before ac-
ting.

FCC action could have 
the “inadvertent effect” of 
inhibiting investment in 
secure equipment by crea-
ting uncertainty over whi-
ch suppliers can be used, 
the CTIA said.

The Competitive Car-

riers Association, with 
members including regio-
nal and rural mobile pro-
viders, opposes the FCC’s 
rule which will “devastate 
impacted rural carriers,” 
according to an emai-
led statement from the 
Washington-based trade 
group.

The Telecommunica-
tions Industry Associa-
tion, a trade group for gear 
makers, said it supports 
the FCC’s proposal.

The FCC in April cast a 
5-0 vote to advance the 
restriction, which won’t 
be final until a second vote 
that hasn’t been schedu-
led. The agency in its draft 
order said Congress scru-
tinized Huawei and ZTE 
as possible security threa-
ts. Bloomberg

Japan’s largest e-commerce 
company is betting that it has 

found the key to selling clothes 
online: a size-measuring bodysuit 
and its own line of clothing.

Start Today Co., which runs 
a shopping site in Japan called 
Zozotown that’s popular with 
younger consumers, unveiled 
its own made-to-fit private label 
T-shirts, jeans and business suits 
as it pushes deeper into web-ba-
sed apparel sales. The clothes are 
meant to be sold to customers 
using a body-scanning suit and 
app developed by the company, 
which is renaming itself Zozo Inc. 
from October.

Selling clothing online has been 
a big challenge for web retailers 
because sizes, colors and looks are 
hard to gauge on the web. Sellers 
often offer free returns to spur 
purchases, but that also drives up 
costs and risks alienating custo-
mers. Start Today’s billionaire fou-
nder Yusaku Maezawa is betting 
that his strategy of offering made-
to-fit apparel will help it expand 
overseas and quintuple its market 
capitalization in the next decade.

“Anyone in the world can rela-
te to worries about clothing size,” 
Maezawa, 42, said in an interview. 
“When we looked overseas, we 
couldn’t find any companies that 
were offering lower-cost clothing 
that fit well. There was a need for 
that.”

Amazon.com Inc., which has 
been making an aggressive push 
into online apparel, last year 
bought Body Labs, a 3-D body- 
scanning startup that lets people 
create a digital avatar of them-

selves to try on virtual clothes. In 
response to Start Today’s annou-
ncement of private brand men’s 
business suits and dress shirts 
— offered at a discounted 24,800 
yen (USD225) for a limited time 
— shares of Japanese suit sellers 
Aoyama Trading Co. and Aoki 
Holdings Inc. fell on Tuesday.

The key to a perfect fit with 
Start Today’s new clothing line 
hinges on the Zozosuit, a polka-
dot studded bodysuit that lets 

users measure their proportions 
with a smartphone camera. Sales 
initially started with T-shirts and 
jeans, and the company added 
men’s business suits to its lineup. 
It also announced that the ser-
vice and private brand would be 
available in 72 countries inclu-
ding the U.S. by the end of July.

“If they can build a successful 
apparel-selling platform based 
on body measurements data, it 
can be huge,” said Akira Iwasaki, 
an analyst at Iwai Cosmo Securi-

ties Co. in Tokyo who has a buy 
rating on Start Today.

The growth plan is a big bet 
for a company that gets about 
90 percent of its sales by provi-
ding a marketplace for clothing 
by other brands. Maezawa said 
Start Today is looking at poten-
tial acquisitions that could im-
prove its measuring technology 
and production capabilities. 
While Rakuten Inc. is often seen 
as Japan’s home-grown e-com-
merce pioneer, Start Today is 

bigger, with a market capitaliza-
tion that’s 25 percent higher at 
1.3 trillion yen.

The company created a unit 
Start Today Research this year to 
acquire ideas and technologies 
related to fashion and clothing 
fit. It also made headlines in Ja-
pan in April when it offered an-
nual salaries of as much as 100 
million yen to find employees 
specializing in fields such as ar-
tificial intelligence, robotics and 
cryptography. Bloomberg

Richard Yu, chief executive officer of Huawei Technologies
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saChina and the Por-
tuguese-speaking 
Countries in the 
World Economy: 

Trade, Tourism, Coopera-
tion and Development is the 
official name of an advanced 
training course coordinated 
by Carmen Amado Mendes to 
be taught over two semesters 
at the University of Coimbra, 
Portugal, according to official 
information.

The purpose of this course is 
to explain the functioning of 
the political, legal and corpo-
rate culture of these two wor-
lds and the way they relate to 
each other, providing the ne-
cessary tools to take action in 
this context.

The topics covered include 
inter-cultural management, 
trade relations, investment 
and tourism, with particular 
focus on the Chinese initiati-
ve of the “New Silk Road.”

The seminars are organized 
into modules taught by the 
best national and internatio-
nal experts in the field, en-
suring a diversity of views.

The advanced training 
course is aimed at current 
and future diplomats, poli-
ticians, journalists, lawyers, 
managers, entrepreneurs 
and investors, or interme-
diaries, who work on China’s 
relations with Portuguese-s-
peaking and European coun-
tries.

“Entrepreneurs from Por-

tuguese-speaking countries 
who compete or work with 
Chinese companies globally 
will feel better prepared to 
understand the political, eco-
nomic and cultural forces of 
contemporary China and Chi-
nese entrepreneurs working 
in Portugal will better un-
derstand the new trends of 
the Portuguese-speaking and 

European world,” said the 
announcement of the launch 
of the course.

Amado Mendes is an acade-
mic coordinator of the Office 
of International Relations, 
a professor at the Faculty of 
Economics of the University 
of Coimbra and author of the 
book “The Negotiations of 
Macau (CCCM).”

PoRTugAl 

Public debt reaches a 
record high
Portugal’s public debt reached a record high 
rising to 250.3 billion euros, according to 
information released by the Bank of Portugal. 
The figure for May represents an increase of €0.3 
billion compared to April, with net government 
debt net of deposits increasing by € 1.4 billion 
compared to the previous month, totaling 
€226.3 billion, with assets in general government 
deposits falling by €1.1 billion. The Portuguese 
government expects public debt at the end 
of the year to stand at €246.1 billion, which, 
although lower than the current value, represents 
a deterioration compared to €242.6 billion at 
the end of 2017. Portuguese weekly newspaper 
Expresso recently reported that Portugal’s 
public debt is the 11th highest in the world as a 
percentage of GDP.

EAST TIMoR

Companies instructed 
to reform by September
Collective companies and limited partnerships 
will cease to exist in East Timor as of September 
14, 2018 and will be required to decide whether 
to be transformed into a limited liability company 
or a joint stock company. The legal obligation 
will not entail any cost to the companies, as 
registration for this transformation will be free of 
charge. The alternative for the companies that do 
not meet this obligation will be their dissolution, 
according to the new Law. All registered collective 
companies and registered partnerships that 
have not met the processing obligation shall be 
officially declared dissolved by the registrar as of 
December 14, 2018.

University of Coimbra launches 
Sino-Lusophone course

University of Coimbra
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property market are deepe-
ning, with a report saying that 
soured loans from the industry 
could put “significant stress” 
on banks and a state researcher 
warning of accumulating risks in 
a sector that underpins the eco-
nomy.

The value of bad loans from the 
real estate industry will increase 
by at least 20 percent this year, 
China Orient Asset Management 
Co. said in its latest annual sur-
vey. The property market will see 
an “increasing correction” under 
heavier restrictions, leading to a 
rise in the non-performing loan 
ratio for the sector to about 1.5 
percent, according to the survey.

The report added to a chorus of 
warnings on the dangers moun-
ting in the property market, which 
could ripple through the banking 
system and drag down economic 
growth. Authorities have renewed 
their drive to cool speculation and 
have tightened access to credit, 
increasing “market distortions” 
and exposing debt risks, Wang 
Yiming, deputy director of State 
Council Development Research 

Center, said at a forum yesterday.
Negative news has sent Chinese 

developer shares to an 11-month 
low, with an index of 22 proper-
ty companies falling 2.8 percent 
yesterday, bringing the decline 
this week to 5.7 percent. Bonds 
of developers such as Country 
Garden Holdings Co. and China 
Evergrande Group are trading 
near record lows.

About half of the respondents 
in China Orient’s annual survey, 
which interviewed 391 people 
from commercial banks and asset 
management firms, said a proper-
ty price decline of 20 percent or 
more will put banks under signi-
ficant pressure. Under one-third 
thought stress will come with a 30 
percent value correction or more.

The amount of bad loans has 

been growing “relatively quickly” 
since 2013, the report said. While 
the bad loan ratio in the property 
industry is still low, the level is ed-
ging towards the economy’s ave-
rage of 1.75 percent, according to 
the report.

Real estate-related borrowin-
gs may represent more than 56 
percent of all outstanding loans 
this year, despite fewer new loans 

flowing into the sector, according 
to the survey. That’s about the 
same level seen in the first three 
quarters last year.

“If home prices fall 20 percent to 
30 percent, reacting excessively 
to the relentless polices,” or if the 
market reacts poorly to a property 
tax, “industry risks will burst out 
one by one,” according to the sur-
vey report. “That would break the 
risk cushion of banks.”

Highlighting the vulnerabilities 
of the nation’s smaller lenders, 
a local ratings firm downgraded 
Guiyang Rural Commercial Bank 
Co., citing a surge in bad loans that 
has nearly wiped out the capital of 
the rural bank. China Chengxin 
International Credit Rating Co. 
said the lender’s capital adequacy 
ratio fell below 1 percent after non- 
performing loans rose, according 
to a June 29 statement.

While Chinese policy makers are 
trying to introduce some much-
needed financial discipline into 
the highly indebted property in-
dustry, the worry is that defaults 
will jump and economic growth 
will take a hit. Real estate accoun-
ts for about 20 percent of China’s 
gross domestic product, when 
both direct and indirect contribu-
tions are considered, according to 
Bloomberg Economics.

For the most leveraged listed 
developers, net debt-to-equity 
ratios are as high as 477 percent, 
according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg.

Property flashes fresh warning 
with bad-loan jump forecast
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Top court grants visa rights 
to same-sex partners 

HNA says Co-Chairman Wang 
Jian died after accident in France 
Prudence Ho, Geraldine Amiel

Hna Group Co., the on-
ce-acquisitive Chinese 

conglomerate that’s been 
selling billions of dollars in 
assets this year amid soa-
ring borrowing costs, said 
that Co-Chairman Wang 
Jian died after an accident 
in Provence, France. He 
was 57.

Wang, who was on a bu-
siness trip, had a fall from 
which he couldn’t recover, 
HNA said in a statement 
on its website. Wang died 
yesterday after falling from 
a 15-meter high cliff whi-
le having his photograph 
taken in Bonnieux, accor-
ding to a police officer rea-
ched by phone from Avig-
non. The death isn’t being 
viewed as suspicious, the 
officer said.

Wang’s sudden death 
comes at a time when the 
group, one of China’s most 
indebted companies, was 
showing signs of putting its 

biggest problems behind it. 
China’s top leaders agreed 
to help HNA, people fami-
liar with the matter said 
last month, providing mu-
ch-needed relief for a com-
pany that couldn’t genera-
te enough profits last year 
to pay interest expenses.

After years of empire- 
building, the company 
that once symbolized Chi-
na’s insatiable appetite for 
global assets has reversed 
course, selling more than 
USD14 billion of buildings 
and shares, including its 
multibillion-dollar stake in 
Hilton Worldwide Holdin-
gs Inc.

“Wang’s passing will 
mark the end of an era of 
aggressive expansion by 
HNA,” said Corrine Png, 
chief executive officer at 
Crucial Perspective Pte., a 
Singapore-based resear-
ch firm focused on trans-
portation. “It will also put 
HNA Group and related 
companies’ restructuring 

plans back on the drawing 
board, in our view.”

One of HNA’s dollar 
bonds due in 2018 fell 1.5 
cents on the dollar, the bi-
ggest drop since Dec. 12, as 
of 4:59 p.m. in Hong Kong, 
according to Bloomberg 
prices. A bond due in 2019 
also fell.

“Wang Jian’s death will 
definitely bring short-term 
shocks to HNA’s business 
development,” said Liu 
Feng, director of the Hai-
nan Normal University 
Free Trade Port Research 
Center. “But the long-term 
impact on the group will be 
limited.”

Wang, the second-hi-
ghest ranking executive at 
the group, owned about 
15 percent of the Chinese 
conglomerate, making him 
one of the group’s biggest 
shareholders, according 
to HNA’s last update of 
its ownership structure. 
HNA’s other co-chairman, 
Chen Feng, and the group’s 

top-ranking official, also 
holds a 15 percent stake.

Wang obtained an under-
graduate degree in Avia-
tion Management from 
Civil Aviation University of 
China in 1983, and a mas-
ter’s degree in business ad-
ministration from Holland 
Maastricht School of Ma-
nagement in 1995, accor-
ding to HNA. In 1990, he 
helped establish Hainan 
Provincial Airlines Co. and 
was one of the founders of 
the group.

“We mourn the loss of an 
exceptionally gifted leader 
and role model, whose vi-
sion and values will conti-
nue to be a beacon for all 
who had the good fortune 
to know him, as well as for 
the many others whose li-
ves he touched through his 
work and philanthropy,” 
HNA said in a statement 
on Business Wire.

After spending more than 
$40 billion on a buying 
spree, it become the largest 

shareholder in companies 
such as Deutsche Bank AG 
and Hilton. HNA’s financial 
struggles began to emerge 
in the middle of last year, 
when its interim report 
showed the conglomerate 
paid the highest interest ex-
pense among non-financial 
companies in Asia. HNA’s 
latest annual report showed 
the group had more than 
$90 billion in debt.

Concerns about HNA’s 
financial situation moun-
ted in the ensuing months 
amid government scrutiny 
over the country’s most hi-
gh-profile acquirers of fo-
reign assets. In November, 
HNA sold China’s most ex-
pensive short-term dollar 
bond, and a month later 

China Citic Bank Corp. 
said a unit of the group 
had repayment difficulties. 
In January, as the volume 
of news about HNA’s liqui-
dity issues were peaking, it 
suspended six of its listed 
stocks from trading.

However, the financial 
concerns have been easing 
in the last few months af-
ter a flurry of asset sales, 
including its $6 billion 
sale of Hilton Worldwi-
de shares, helping many 
of HNA’s bonds rebound 
from record lows. In June, 
HNA sold a bond in Chi-
na after a rare five-month 
drought, signaling a cru-
cial source of funding for 
the conglomerate may be 
opening up. Bloomberg

David Tweed

HonG Kong’s top 
court handed down 
a landmark ruling 
that will pave the way 

for visas to be granted to same-
sex spouses of LGBT expatriate 
workers in Asia’s biggest finan-
cial hub.

The city’s Court of Final Appeal 
ruled in favor of a British lesbian, 
known as QT, who applied for a 
visa to reside in the city with her 
same-sex spouse. The court ar-
gued that the Immigration De-
partment’s policy of encouraging 
workers to come to the city ran 
counter to its refusal to grant de-
pendent visas for employees with 
same-sex spouses.

The decision puts Hong Kong 
at the forefront of a movement 
for gay rights in Asia, where only 
Taiwan is in the process of recog-
nizing same-sex marriage. Banks 
including Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc., Credit Suisse Group AG 
and Nomura Holdings Inc. have 
long argued that discriminating 
against gay workers hurts their 
efforts to attract the best talent. 
Neither Singapore nor Japan 
grants gay spousal visas.

“This is a positive outcome not 
only for QT but also for the peo-
ple and business community of 
Hong Kong,” according to a joint 
statement by 32 banks and law 
firms that supported the case. 
“This ruling strengthens Hong 
Kong’s ability to attract global 
talent and its competitiveness as 
Asia’s preeminent global center 
for commerce.”

The ruling means that the mar-
riage status and civil union part-

nership of same-sex couples will 
be recognized in Hong Kong for 
the specific purpose of a depen-
dent visa. Still, the city’s defini-
tion of marriage, between a man 
and a woman, remains unchan-
ged.

Financial institutions and fo-
reign chambers of commerce for 
years have lobbied Hong Kong’s 
government to grant visas for 
spouses of expatriate gay em-
ployees so that they could attract 
talent to live and work in the fi-
nancial hub. Hong Kong, which 
doesn’t recognize same-sex mar-

riage, in 2016 began allowing sa-
me-sex spouses or civil partners 
of consular officials.

The plaintiff, QT, entered a civil 
partnership in the U.K. with her 
spouse - known as SS - months 
before the latter secured a job 
and they moved to the city in 
2011. After being denied a depen-
dent visa, QT turned to the court 
to file a judicial review against 
the director of immigration.

“The Hong Kong government 
respects the decision of the 
court,” Secretary for Securi-
ty John Lee said at a briefing. 

“Colleagues from the Immigra-
tion Department and the Depart-
ment of Justice will be studying 
the judgment in detail. We will 
follow up the issues involved.”

The case and a separate one in-
volving a Hong Kong civil servant 
have thrown the focus recently 
on rights for same-sex spouses in 
the city.

In June the Court of Appeal 
overturned a decision in favor 
of granting the same-sex spouse 
of a Hong Kong civil servant the 
same benefits as those given to 
heterosexuals. The court found 
that the government had the ri-
ght to protect the “status of mar-
riage” through its policy of spou-
sal benefits for civil servants.

Hong Kong Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam has avoided showing 
support for LGBT rights in the 
city. At an event at the Foreign 

Correspondents’ Club in Hong 
Kong last year she said she “no-
ted” that an independent orga-
nization had won a bid for the 
city to host the 2022 Gay Games 
and the views of Hong Kong’s 
community needed to be taken 
into account on the subject of 
gay marriage, according to The 
Standard.

Support for gay marriage is in-
creasing in Hong Kong, accor-
ding to a survey released yester-
day by Hong Kong University’s 
Centre for Comparative and Pu-
blic Law on Wednesday. It found 
that 50.4 percent of Hong Kong 
people agreed with same-sex 
marriage in 2017, up from 38 
percent in 2013, when the last 
survey was conducted. The stu-
dy was the first to track changes 
in Hong Kong public opinion on 
legal protections for homosexual 
people, the surveyors said.

“It’s not just about expats’ ri-
ghts, this has implications for 
the local community as well,” 
said Fern Ngai, chief executive 
of Community Business, a Hong 
Kong-based non-profit organiza-
tion that works with companies 
to advance inclusive business 
practices. “It’s another step to 
advance LGBT rights in Hong 
Kong.” Bloomberg

 The decision 
puts Hong Kong 
at the forefront 
of a movement 
for gay rights in 
Asia
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India asks WhatsApp to prevent 
misuse after mob killings

Longley blames PH coach for World Cup violence
AusTralia assis-

tant coach and former 
NBA star Luc Longley has 
accused Philippines coa-
ch Chot Reyes of inciting 
the violence that marred a 
World Cup qualifying ma-
tch between the teams on 
Monday.

The former Chicago Bulls 
player described the ben-
ch-clearing brawl which 
saw 13 players, including 
four Australians, ejected 
from the match as the 
worst thing he had seen on 
a basketball court.

Longley, who has been 
praised for his efforts to 
protect Australian player 
Chris Goulding from a 
large group of Philippines 
players, said Reyes had cal-
led on his players during a 
time out to “hit somebody, 
put somebody on their ...”

Reyes has defended the 
comments, which were 
picked up by television 
microphones, as a routine 
instruction to his players 

to foul on fast breaks.
Speaking to media yes-

terday, Longley rejected 
Reyes’ comments and 
criticized the Philippines 
players for posing for a 
group selfie after the brawl 
had abated. Basketball 
Australia has sought to li-
mit further comment on 
the brawl which is being 
investigated by world go-
verning body FIBA.

But Longley was eager to 
speak, condemning what 
he called the “gangster” 
behavior of some Philippi-
nes players. “I do believe 
their coach Chot Reyes 
incited them to come out 
and thug us,” Longley said. 
“There’s video evidence of 
that.

“Then he substituted a 
thug out there who took 
three or four cheap swings 
at [Goulding]. This is out 
of the party line but I’m 
most disturbed with their 
head coach. I think he was 
embarrassed by the way 

his team was playing. I 
think he was embarrassed 
by the shape they were in. I 
think he was embarrassed 
by how they fought.

“He wouldn’t look me in 
the eye at the end of the 
game when I shook his 
hand. I think he was em-
barrassed and that’s where 
a lot of it came from. I’m 
upset with him more than 
anybody. To let his team 
take gangster selfies on 
the baseline after some-
thing like that, that shows 
a total lack of control and 
respect.”

Longley said he felt he 
had no choice but to come 
off the bench to defend 
Goulding when he saw the 
Australian pinned under a 
pile of Philippines players.

“Those are the sorts of 
images you hope you ne-
ver see, one guy lying on 
the ground covering up his 
head and being kicked and 
beaten by the other team, 
players and officials and 

guys from the crowd,” he 
said. “It was horrifying. I 
wasn’t supposed to come 
off the bench. It was really 
disturbing.

“I went onto the court to 
protect our guys, with the 
idea of not hurting anyone, 
just putting my big body in 
the way.”

Basketball Australia was 
expected to make Goul-
ding available to speak to 
reporters yesterday but 
withdrew him, saying he 
would speak “at a better 
time.”

Australian veteran Daniel 
Kickert who was seen to 
elbow a Philippines player 
in response to a foul on 
Goulding before the brawl 
erupted, described the vio-
lence as “regrettable.”

“I was put in a position 
where I made an action 
that was unfortunate,” he 
said. “I think I overstepped 
a little bit in my respon-
se to the escalation in the 
game.”

“I’m going to let FIBA do 
everything they need to do 
and come to the answers 
they see fit.”

Australia coach Andrej 
Lemanis said he feared the 
brawl would make it more 
difficult to call on Austra-
lian NBA players for inter-
national duty.

NBA teams are often re-
luctant to release players 
as it is for the two FIBA 
windows, in June-July and 
September, that fall in the 
league’s off-season.

Two current NBA 
players, Milwaukee Bucks 
pair Thon Maker and Mat-

thew Dellavadova, were on 
Australia’s roster for the 
match. Maker is facing a 
possible FIBA suspension 
after he attempted nume-
rous fly-kicks on Filipino 
opponents.

“Obviously that’s one of 
the concerns [...] what it 
means generally in terms 
of players willingness to 
participate and put their 
hand up,” Lemanis said.

“We’ll see. Hopefully 
there’s good learnings out 
of this for everybody in 
terms of the safety and se-
curity required around the 
game.” AP

Aijaz Hussain, New Delhi 

India’s government says it 
has asked WhatsApp to take 

“immediate action” to pre-
vent the social media platform 
from being misused to spread 
rumors and irresponsible sta-
tements like those blamed for 
recent deadly mob attacks in 
the country.

At least 20 people have been 
killed in mostly rural villages 
in several Indian states in at-
tacks by mobs that had been 
inflamed by social media. Vic-
tims were accused in the viral 
messages of belonging to gan-
gs trying to abduct children. 
The brutal attacks, which be-
gan in early May, have also left 
dozens of people injured.

Although Indian authorities 
have clarified that there was 
no truth to the rumors and 
that the targeted people were 
innocent, the deadly and bru-
tal attacks, often captured on 
cellphones and shared on so-
cial media, have spread across 
the country.

India’s ministry of electroni-
cs and information technology 
said in a statement late Tues-
day that the lynchings were 
tied to “irresponsible and ex-
plosive messages” circulated 
on WhatsApp. It wasn’t speci-
fic on the preventative measu-
res it expected to be taken by 
WhatsApp, which is owned by 

Facebook.
“While the law and order 

machinery is taking steps to 
apprehend the culprits, the 
abuse of platforms like Wha-
tsApp for repeated circulation 
of such provocative content 
are equally a matter of deep 
concern,” the ministry said. It 
said WhatsApp “cannot evade 
accountability and responsibi-
lity.”

“The government has also 
conveyed in no uncertain ter-
ms that WhatsApp must take 
immediate action to end this 
menace and ensure that their 
platform is not used for such 
malafide activities,” the sta-
tement said. “Deep disappro-
val of such developments has 
been conveyed to the senior 
management of the WhatsA-
pp and they have been advi-

sed that necessary remedial 
measures should be taken to 
prevent proliferation of these 
fake and at times motivated/
sensational messages.”

WhatsApp said in a blog 
post that it would institu-
te awards for research on 
“spread of misinformation” 
on its platform.

“We will seriously consi-
der proposals from any so-

cial science and technological 
perspective that propose pro-
jects that enrich our unders-
tanding of the problem of mi-
sinformation on WhatsApp,” 
the post said.

The Indian Express, an En-
glish-language daily newspa-
per, quoted a WhatsApp offi-
cial as saying, “The situation is 
a public health problem which 
will require solutions from 
outside the company as well, 
including the government.”

The official said that the 
“responsibility is beyond any 
one technology company” and 
“requires partners,” according 
to the paper.

“I think it’s up to the Indian 
government to decide what is 
the right mechanism to ad-
dress the spate of killing that 
is occurring. It is going to 
have to be a collaboration,” 
the official said.

Internet policy experts say 
WhatsApp doesn’t have legal 
accountability and cannot be 
held liable for the way people 
use it. “But the platform is res-
ponsible for enabling anony-
mous sending forwards,” said 
Nikhil Pahwa, a digital rights 
activist and founder of a por-
tal that covers technology and 
social media policy in India.

Pahwa said it’s impossib-
le for WhatsApp to track and 
assess billions of messages 
being sent each day using its 
platform.

Pavan Duggal, a cyber expert 
and an attorney, said Wha-
tsApp needs to comply with 
Indian laws and also adopt a 
“more sensitive and customi-
zed approach” for the country 
to reap the benefits of the vast 
Indian market. AP

Family members grieve by a portrait of Bala Krishna, a 33-year-old motorized rickshaw driver who was killed by a mob 
inflamed by social media in Jiyapalli village
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Warm in blankets, boys smile, 
joke with rescuer in cave

MAlAySIA 

Ex-PM Najib charged with breach of trust, graft
Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

ForMer Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 

Razak was charged yester-
day with criminal breach 
of trust and corruption, 
two months after a multi-
billion-dollar graft scandal 
at a state investment fund 
led to his shock election 
defeat.

He pleaded not guilty to 
all charges. “I claim trial,” 
he said in a barely audib-
le voice as he stood in the 
dock at the High Court in 
Kuala Lumpur. A judge 
set bail at 1 million ring-
git in cash (USD250,000) 
and ordered Najib to sur-
render his two diplomatic 
passports.

The patrician and luxury- 
loving Najib, wearing a 
suit and a red tie, appea-
red calm and smiled as he 
was escorted into the court 
complex. He was arrested 

Tuesday by anti-graft of-
ficials over a suspicious 
transfer of 42 million ring-
git ($10.4 million) into his 
bank accounts from SRC 
International, a former 
unit of the 1MDB state 
investment fund that U.S. 
investigators say was loo-
ted of billions by associa-
tes of Najib.

Najib was charged with 
abuse of power leading to 
gratification under Malay-
sia’s anti-corruption law 
and three counts of crimi-
nal breach of trust. Each 
charge has a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in pri-
son. Whipping is also a pe-
nalty but Najib would be 
exempt because of his age.

Malaysia’s new attorney 
general, Tommy Thomas, 
who is heading the prose-
cution, said the 1MBD case 
has attracted global atten-
tion and “brought shame 
to the country.” Najib’s 

laywer Muhammad Sha-
fee Abdullah protested the 
comment calling it “non-
sense” and “coffeeshop 
talk.”

Najib, 64, has accused 
Malaysia’s new govern-
ment of seeking “political 
vengeance.”

At a news conference 
after the hearing, Najib 
said a trial was “the best 
chance for me to clear my 
name after all the slander 

and accusations.” It is set 
to start Feb. 8, subject to 
confirmation at a prelimi-
nary hearing next month.

New Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad 
reopened investigations 
into 1MDB that were sti-
fled under Najib’s rule.

Najib set up 1MDB when 
he took power in 2009 but 
the fund amassed billions 
in debts and is being in-
vestigated in the U.S. and 

several other countries.
He and his wife were 

questioned last month 
over the SRC case by the 
anti-graft agency and were 
barred from leaving the 
country.

The attorney-general’s 
case says the $10 million 
that Najib allegedly recei-
ved via SRC was a bribe 
for approving government 
guarantees of loans tota-
ling 4 billion ringgit (near-
ly $1 billion) in 2011 and 
2012 that were apparently 
became part of the ransa-
cking underway at 1MDB.

Police have also sei-
zed jewelry and valua-
bles valued at more than 
1.1 billion ringgit ($272 
million) from properties 
linked to Najib.

U.S. investigators say 
$4.5 billion was stolen and 
laundered from 1MDB by 
Najib’s associates, inclu-
ding some $700 million 

that landed in Najib’s 
bank account. While in 
power, Najib said the 
$700 million was a dona-
tion from the Saudi royal 
family.

Najib’s laywer Muhammad 
asked for the case to be ex-
pedited.

Najib “is anxious to clear 
his name,” he told the 
High Court. “We are pretty 
confident about this case.”

Bridget Welsh, a Sou-
theast Asia expert at John 
Cabot University in Rome, 
said Najib’s arrest was the 
“inevitable outcome” after 
he lost power.

“It shows the resolve of 
the new government to 
address previous abu-
ses of power. It has been 
done judiciously so far and 
speaks to a needed recko-
ning for Malaysia and a 
key step toward a cleaner 
governance,” she said in 
an email. AP

Tassanee Vejpongsa, Mae Sai

Their skinny faces illu-
minated by a flashlight, 
the Thai soccer teamma-
tes stranded more than a 

week in a partly flooded cave said 
they were healthy on a video re-
leased yesterday, as heavy rains 
forecast for later this week could 
complicate plans to safely extract 
them.

The 12 boys and their coach 
are seen sitting with Thai navy 
SEALs in the dark cave. The boys, 
many wrapped in foil warming 
blankets, take turns introducing 
themselves, folding their hands 
together in a traditional greeting 
and saying their names and that 
they are healthy.

The video lasting about a minu-
te was recorded sometime Tues-
day and was posted on the navy 
SEAL Facebook page yesterday 
morning. The navy later released 
two more videos of the boys.

The boys, aged 11-16, and their 
25-year-old coach disappeared 
after they went exploring in the 
Tham Luang Nang Non cave in 
northern Chiang Rai province 
after a soccer game June 23. The 
teammates, who were trapped in-
side when heavy rains flooded the 
cave, were found by rescue divers 
late Monday night during a des-
perate search that drew assistan-
ce from experts around the globe.

Authorities said the boys, who 
had also been shown Tuesday in 
a video shot by the British diver 
who discovered them, were being 
looked after by seven members 
of the Thai navy SEALs, inclu-
ding medics, who were staying 
with them inside the cave. They 
were mostly in stable condition 
and have received high-protein 
drinks.

In all of the videos the boys have 

appeared in good spirits. In the 
most recent videos a navy SEAL 
is shown treating minor cuts on 
the feet and legs of the boys with 
antibiotic ointment. Several of 
the boys are seen smiling as they 
interact with the navy SEAL, who 
cracks jokes.

Seeing the boys has boosted the 
mood of relatives, and officials 
are working to install an internet 
cable to the cave so that parents 
can talk to their children.

Kian Kamluang, whose 16-year- 
old son Pornchai is inside, said 
she had thought it was a 50 per-
cent chance that her son would 

be found.
“It’s like he has been given a 

new life,” she said, adding that 
she’ll never let her son go into a 
cave or near water again.

SEAL commander Rear Adm. 
Arpakorn Yookongkaew said 
Tuesday that there was no rush 
to bring the group out of the cave, 
since they’re safe where they are. 
The current flooding situation 
means the boys would have to 
dive, which rescue experts have 
said could be extremely dange-
rous.

While efforts to pump out floo-
dwaters are continuing, some 

Thai officials have indicated 
that heavy rains forecast for this 
weekend could force them to de-
cide the boys should swim and 
dive out using the same com-
plicated route of narrow passa-
geways through which their res-
cuers entered.

Chiang Rai provincial Gov. Na-
rongsak Osatanakorn said that 
the boys have been practicing 
wearing diving masks and brea-
thing, but he doesn’t believe they 
have attempted any practice di-
ves.

He said it is unknown when an 
extraction could be attempted. “If 

it’s risky or not safe, we will not 
proceed yet,” Narongsak said. “It 
has to be 100 percent safe.”

Authorities said they were still 
exploring other options, such as 
scouring the mountainside for 
other ways into the cave and fin-
ding faster ways to pump water 
from the cave.

Cave rescue experts have said it 
could be safest to simply supply 
the boys where they are for now, 
and wait for the water to go down. 
That could take months, however, 
given that Thailand’s rainy season 
typically lasts through October.

The British Cave Rescue Cou-
ncil, which has members taking 
part in the operation , said in a 
statement that “although water 
levels have dropped, the diving 
conditions remain difficult and 
any attempt to dive the boys and 
their coach out will not be taken 
lightly because there are signi-
ficant technical challenges and 
risks to consider.”

Gary Mitchell, the group’s assis-
tant vice chairman, said getting 
out of the cave requires about a 
kilometer of diving total, though 
not all in one stretch, and takes 
about three hours.

“There’s air pockets along the 
way,” he said. “It’s confined spa-
ces. It’s almost zero visibility. 
There’s currents to battle against 
in places as well. So it’s a really 
quite a strenuous environment to 
be in,” he said. AP
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BRITAIN

Anti-terror police join 
‘unknown substance’ probe

SyRIA 

Government calls on refugees to return home
The Syrian govern-

ment has called on 
refugees to return, saying 
it has successfully cleared 
large areas of “terrorists.”

The rare appeal reflects 
the government’s growing 
confidence after more 
than seven years of war. 
While officials usually 
appeal to Syrians abroad 
to return during television 
appearances and inter-
views, this is the first for-
mal appeal broadcast on 
official media.

Syrian government for-
ces, with crucial support 
from Russia and Iran, re-
cently retook large areas 
near the capital, Damas-
cus, and are waging a new 
offensive in the south that 
U.N. officials say has dis-
placed more than 270,000 
people.

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil scheduled closed con-
sultations for Thursday on 
the offensive and rapidly 
deteriorating humanita-

rian situation in the sou-
thwest at the request of 
Sweden and Kuwait.

The government cur-
rently controls over 61 
percent of Syria, compa-
red to early 2017, when it 
held just 17 percent, ac-
cording to the Britain-ba-
sed Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, which 
closely monitors the con-
flict.

The government refers 
to all rebels as “terrorists.”

Over 5.6 million Syrians 
have fled the country. The 
Foreign Ministry says 
many internally displa-
ced have already returned 
home, urging refugees to 
do same.

Many Syrians are unable 
to return because their ho-
mes were destroyed in the 
fighting, or because they 

fear military conscription 
or retribution from gover-
nment forces.

Also this week, a senior 
U.N. official visited a Pa-
lestinian refugee camp in 
Damascus that govern-
ment forces recaptured in 
May. The Yarmouk camp, 
a built-up residential area 
once home to tens of thou-
sands of Palestinians and 
Syrians, was held by Isla-
mic State group and other 
insurgents for years, and 
saw heavy fighting.

“The scale of the destruc-
tion in Yarmouk compa-
res to very little else that 
I have seen in many years 
of humanitarian work in 
conflict zones,” said Pierre 
Krahenbuhl, the commis-
sioner-general of the U.N. 
agency for Palestinian re-
fugees.

The camp, once home to 
160,000 Palestinian re-
fugees, now lies in ruins. 
Krahenbuhl, on a three-
day visit, also met with 

displaced Palestinian re-
fugees in areas around 
Damascus. They expres-
sed “anxieties” about the 
prospects of their return 
and reconstruction, he 
said.

Krahenbuhl said U.S. 
funding cuts had created 
“the largest ever funding 
shortfall in UNRWA’s his-
tory.” The agency has a 
deficit of $446 million, he 
said, and has since mobili-

zed to raise $200 million 
through other donors. He 
said the priority is to keep 
schools around Syria open 
for Palestinian refugees.

UNRWA provides basic 
services to Palestinian re-
fugees from what is now 
Israel and their descen-
dants, who now number 
around 5 million and are 
scattered across the Pa-
lestinian territories, Leba-
non, Syria and Jordan. AP

BriTish counterterrorism 
police were investigating 

yesterday after two people were 
left in critical condition, exposed 
to an unknown substance a few 
miles from where a former Rus-
sian spy and his daughter were 
poisoned with a nerve agent.

The Wiltshire Police force de-
clared a “major incident” after a 
man and a woman in their 40s 
were hospitalized after being 
found unconscious Saturday at 
a residential building in Ames-
bury, eight miles (13 kilometers) 
from Salisbury, where Sergei and 
Yulia Skripal were poisoned on 
March 4.

London’s Metropolitan Police 
force said “given the recent even-
ts in Salisbury,” counterterrorism 
officers were working with local 
police on the investigation. Bri-
tish media reported that samples 
of the mystery substance had 
been sent to the Portdon Down 
defense research laboratory for 
testing.

Police cordoned off a home and 
other places the two people visi-
ted before falling ill, including a 
nearby church and a pharmacy, 
but health officials said there was 
not believed to be a wider risk to 
the public.

A major incident is a designa-
tion allowing British authorities 
to mobilize more than one emer-
gency agency.

The emergency services’ res-
ponse echoes that in the case of 
the Skripals, whose illness ini-
tially baffled doctors after they 
were found unconscious on a 
park bench in Salisbury. Scien-
tists at Porton Down concluded 
they had been poisoned with 
Novichok, a type of nerve agent 
developed by the Soviet Union 
during the Cold War.

Britain accuses Russia of poiso-
ning the Skripals, a claim Mos-
cow strongly denies. The poiso-
ning sparked a Cold War-style 

diplomatic crisis between Russia 
and the West, including the ex-
pulsion of hundreds of diplomats 
from both sides.

The two Amesbury victims were 
being treated at Salisbury Dis-
trict Hospital, where the Skripals 
spent weeks in critical condition.

Police said authorities initially 
believed the latest victims might 
have taken a contaminated batch 
of heroin or crack cocaine.

“However, further testing is 
now ongoing to establish the 
substance which led to these pa-

tients becoming ill and we are 
keeping an open mind as to the 
circumstances surrounding this 
incident,” police said in a state-
ment. “At this stage, it is not yet 
clear if a crime has been commi-
tted.”

Sergei Skripal, 67, is a former 
Russian intelligence officer who 
was convicted of spying for Bri-
tain before coming to the U.K. 
as part of a 2010 prisoner swap. 
He had been living quietly in Sa-
lisbury, a cathedral city 90 miles 
(145 kilometers) southwest of 

London, when he was struck 
down along with his 33-year-old 
daughter Yulia, who was visiting 
him.

Residents of the street at the 
center of the Amesbury investi-
gation — in a quiet neighborhood 
of newly built houses and apart-
ments — said they had received 
little information about the unk-
nown substance from authori-
ties.

“Amesbury’s a lovely place — 
it’s very quiet, uneventful,” said 
Rosemary Northing, who lives 
a couple of hundred yards away 
from the cordoned-off building. 
“So for this to happen, and the 
media response and the uncer-
tainty, it’s unsettling.”

Neighbors said police cars and 
fire engines descended on the 
home late Saturday. Student 
Chloe Edwards said she saw peo-
ple in “green suits” — like those 
worn by forensics officers — and 
her family was told to stay inside 
their home for several hours.

“We wanted to know what ha-
ppened. And with the Russian 
attack happening not long ago, 
we just assumed the worst,” said 
Edwards.

Among the sites cordoned off 
was a Baptist church where the 
victims attended a community 
event on Saturday. Church secre-
tary Roy Collins said about 200 
people were at the neighborhood 
event, but “nobody else has suf-
fered any ill-effects.”

Doctors who treated the 
Skripals say they have made 
a remarkable recovery but 
they still don’t know what the 
long-term prognosis is. The 
Skripals have been taken to an 
undisclosed location for their 
protection. MDT/AP

Jordanian residents of Jabir village watch aid deliveries to Syrians 
fleeing a government offensive iran’s rouhani pledges support 

for syria’s assad

iranian presidenT 
Hassan Rouhani has reaf-
firmed his government’s 
determination to stand by 
Syrian President Bashar 
Assad in the Arab nation’s 
yearslong civil war. Rouhani 
said the people of Iran “will 
continue our path alongside 
the nation and government 
of Syria, until all terrorists 

are annihilated.” Shiite Iran 
— along with Russia and 
the Lebanese Shiite militant 
Hezbollah group — has 
been a staunch ally of As-
sad’s government and ad-
visers from Iran’s elite Rev-
olutionary Guard, as well as 
trainers, commanders and 
experts are stationed in mil-
itary bases across Syria.
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Survivors and families of victims 
of the deadly 2015 attack on Paris’ Ba-

taclan concert hall have brought a case be-
fore France’s administrative court to find 
out why French soldiers stationed nearby 
were ordered not to intervene when Isla-
mic State gunmen stormed the venue.

The new procedure yesterday seeks to 
expose who was responsible in the Fren-
ch government for the soldiers’ actions. 
It comes one month after victims filed a 
legal complaint with the same goal.

During the attacks, eight soldiers stan-
ding near the Bataclan as part of an inter-
nal security operation were ordered not to 
use their weapons. The government later 
clarified the rules of engagement for its 
military in similar situations.

The attack on the Bataclan and other 
Paris venues on Nov. 13, 2015, killed 130 
people and wounded hundreds.  AP

FRANCE

Victims aim to 
find out who held 
back soldiers

60 migrants refused by Italy 
and Malta arrive in Barcelona
Renata Brito, Aritz Parra

A rescue ship carrying 
60 migrants arrived 
yesterday in a Spa-
nish port after being 

refused entry by Italy and Mal-
ta, the second time in a month 
that a humanitarian group has 
been forced to travel for days to 
unload people rescued in the 
central Mediterranean.

The Italian government is 
blocking private rescue boats 
that it blames for encouraging 
human traffickers to launch 
unseaworthy boats loaded with 
migrants toward Europe.

But the aid groups deny ha-
ving any link to smugglers in 
Libya or elsewhere, and say 
they are being forced to leave 
unattended the busy migrant 
sea transit route where deaths 
are mounting.

The Open Arms rescue ship 
completed a four-day journey 
to Barcelona, in northeastern 
Spain, after it saved 60 peo-
ple Saturday from a rubber 
boat floating in waters north 

of Libya.
The migrants come from 14 

different countries and include 
five women, a 9-year-old boy 
and four older teenagers, some 
of them unaccompanied. The 
Spanish aid group Proactiva 
Open Arms said they were ge-
nerally in good health but some 
may have fuel burns.

The migrants were going 
through health checks and 
identification procedures. Au-
thorities granted them a 30-
day permit to apply for residen-
ce or asylum in the European 
Union. Many have relatives in 

Germany, Belgium and France.
According to the Internatio-

nal Organization for Migra-
tion, more than 500 people 
have died trying to cross from 
Libya since the Aquarius, ano-
ther charity rescue ship, was 
blocked from ports in Italy and 
Malta in early June. The 630 
migrants were finally taken in 
by Spain and France.

Doctors Without Borders 
blamed the deaths on the Eu-
ropean Union’s inaction. “The 
EU is abdicating their respon-
sibilities to save lives, blocking 
search and rescue and con-

demning people to be trapped 
in Libya,” the group said in a 
tweet yesterday. “Any deaths 
caused by this are now at their 
hands.”

In all, IOM says 1,405 peo-
ple have died in the dangerous 
Mediterranean Sea crossing 
this year.

The Open Arms docking in 
Barcelona was followed closely 
by the Astral, a sister boat run 
by the same organization whe-
re four European Parliament 
lawmakers witnessed the res-
cue operation.

Lawmaker Javier Lopez of 
Spain said the rescue boat’s ar-
rival was a reason “to celebrate 
life” but deplored the moun-
ting death toll in the Mediter-
ranean.

Lopez said Europe should be 
able to manage the number of 
migrants arriving by sea this 
year— around 50,000 so far 
into Spain, Italy and Greece.

“Aren’t we, 500 million Eu-
ropeans, able to manage the 
arrival of 50,000 people?” he 
said. AP
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FIFA World Cup Diary
Portuguese Serie
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Tech Tree
You, Me and the Apocalypse
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Marc chagall, light and colour in 
Southern France
tiMe: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
until: August 26, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art 
adMiSSion: Free
enquirieS: (853) 8791 9814

Sculpture – a Journey, exhibition by 
antónio leça
tiMe: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
          12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
until: october 21, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2852 2550

KaMen rider exhibition (Macau)
tiMe: 1pm-8pm daily (last entrance 7:30pm)
until: August 26, 2018 
Venue: 2/F Exhibition Hall, Broadway Macau 
adMiSSion: MoP128, MoP180 (Tickets are 
available at Kong Seng Ticketing Service www.
macauticket.com)
enquirieS: (853) 2855 5555

diScoVer Macau: MuSeuM oF taipa and 
coloane hiStory
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
addreSS: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 8988 4000

catalogue exhibition in celebration oF the 
20th anniVerSary oF Macao MuSeuM
tiMe: 10am-6pm (closed on Fridays)
unitil: August 30, 2018 
Venue: Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2875 1516

this day in history

In one of the world’s more unusual diplomatic en-
counters, Ethiopia’s new prime minister has met with 
a humanoid robot.

The chief of staff for Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has 
shared online a photo of Monday’s meeting with So-
phia, who has gained global attention for using facial 
and speech recognition to help engage in conversa-
tion.

The robot, made in Hong Kong by Hanson Robotics, 
is fitted with software in part developed by Ethiopians 
and has been programmed to speak the country’s of-
ficial language, Amharic, as well as English.

“We need to maximize the benefit of this technology 
and also prepare to deal with its downsides,” the prime 
minister said.

The robot came to the East African country for an 
information technology expo.

 Offbeat
ethiopia’s new prime minister meets 
with humanoid robot

The Bank of England has closed down UK branches 
of the Bank of Credit and Commerce International 
(BCCI) over allegations of fraud.

The bank’s 120,000 UK customers were stunned by 
the speed of the closure.

Even BCCI staff were not prepared for the largest 
ever intervention of this kind by the Bank of England, 
as deposits worth £250m were frozen.

over the weekend liquidators from accountants 
Touche Ross will be entering all 25 branches to carry 
out detailed examinations of their finances.

The Bank of England also intends to stay open and 
set up a telephone hotline to help worried investors.

They are advising that the UK Deposit Protection 
Fund will guarantee investments up to £15,000 but 
investigators need to find out exactly how much is 
left in BCCI coffers.

London is at the centre of a global operation to in-
vestigate the activities of Luxembourg based BCCI, 
which is one of the biggest privately owned financial 
companies in the world.

Last year they were fined $15m for laundering drug 
money for former President of Panama General No-
riega. At the time there were calls to shut down the 
bank, as six of its former executives were also jailed.

Speaking today, the Governor of the Bank of En-
gland Robin Leigh-Pemberton explained: “We had no 
clear evidence under which we could act, under the 
Banking Act, until earlier this year.”

There are already rumours that the bank made a 
huge operating loss last year and probably would 
have collapsed within weeks anyway.

opposition MPs are demanding to know why action 
was not taken sooner but BCCI’s controlling sha-
reholder - the Abu Dhabi government - has accused 
the British Government of acting too quickly.

Today’s closure comes in the wake of a report com-
missioned by the Bank of England and published by 
BCCI’s auditors, Price Waterhouse, in June.

courtesy BBc news

1991 international bank closed    
          in fraud scandal

in context
Touche Ross reported that BCCI had a £5.6bn deficit at the time of clo-
sure. It was the largest financial fraud in the world to that date.
The Abu Dhabi government tried to rescue the bank with a £1.8bn cash 
injection proposal.
It later emerged that BCCI had stolen £1bn from the personal account of 
Sheikh Zayed of Abu Dhabi.
Up to 30 local authorities in the UK lost around £82m after investing in 
BCCI on the basis of approval by the Bank of England.
In 2001 the liquidators, Deloitte & Touche, were given unprecedented per-
mission to sue the Bank of England for almost £1bn on behalf of 6,500 UK 
depositors who lost savings when BCCI collapsed. The lawsuit began in 
January 2004 and was the first the Bank had faced in its 300-year history.
Deloitte dropped the case in November 2005 after a reserve judgement 
from the High Court said the case was no longer in the best interest of 
creditors.
In March 2004 the Bank of India was ordered to pay $82m (£45m) in 
compensation by a British High Court judge after investigations revealed 
insider knowledge of deposits were used to defraud BCCI creditors.

cinema
cineteatro
05 - 11 jul

ant-Man and the wasP
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: Peyton Reed
starring: Paul Rudd, evangeline lilly, Michael douglas
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

shoPlifteRs
room 2
2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm
director: Kore-eda hirokazu
starring: lily franky, ando sakura, Matsuoka Mayo
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 121min

oCean’s eight
room 2
7:30pm
director: gary Ross
starring: sandra bullock, Cate blanchett, anne hathway
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 110min

esCaPe Plan 2: hades
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
director: steven C.Miller
starring: sylvester stallone, dave bautista, huang xiaoMing
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 96min

JuRassiC woRld: fallen KingdoM
room 3
4:30, 7:00pm
director: J.a. bayona
starring: Chris Pratt, bryce dallas howard, bd wong
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 135min
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aCRoss: 1- Deer sir; 5- Unit of energy; 10- Dull pain, often in the head or back; 
14- Mandlikova of tennis; 15- Confess; 16- Linguist Chomsky; 17- Pianist Gilels; 
18- Gives up; 19- Semester; 20- Comment; 22- Narcissism amok; 24- Japanese 
beer brand; 25- Sardonic; 26- Topnotch; 28- Some designer dresses; 32- 
“Metamorphoses” poet; 35- Upper limb; 37- Abduct; 38- Newsman Donaldson; 39- 
Paris “thanks”; 41- Man-mouse connector; 42- Have high hopes; 45- Connections; 
46- Raw materials; 47- Type of question; 48- Bingo call; 50- Momentarily; 54- Big; 
58- Space between two objects; 61- King of pop; 62- Dedicated to the ___ Love; 
63- Actress Shire; 65- Baltic feeder; 66- Home of the Bruins; 67- Edit; 68- Director 
Riefenstahl; 69- Audacity; 70- Binge; 71- Fail to win;
 
down: 1- He-Man’s twin sister; 2- Domesticates; 3- Inner self, to Jung; 4- Noblest 
knight of the Round Table; 5- An enthusiast; 6- Be in debt; 7- Below; 8- Hasta ___; 
9- Big name in printers; 10- Tums, e.g.; 
11- “Barton Fink” director; 12- Mata ___; 
13- Austen novel; 21- ___ de Janeiro; 
23- Calf-length skirt; 25- Able was ___...; 
27- Title; 29- ___ about; 30- Uncommon; 
31- Health resorts; 32- Anthem starter; 33- 
Flower holder; 34- Little rascals; 36- Hosp. 
procedure; 37- Star-___ tuna; 40- “Power 
Lunch” network; 43- First; 44- Barrett of 
gossip; 46- Hot; 49- Guido’s high note; 
51- Pays to play; 52- Rascal; 53- Conger 
catcher; 55- Cowboy display; 56- Secluded 
valleys; 57- Strange and mysterious; 58- 
Magician Henning; 59- South American 
Indian; 60- Auction off; 61- Mediterranean 
juniper; 64- Serpent’s tail?;

THE BORN LOSER by Chip SansomYOUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

Min Max Condition

China

woRld

12
17
19
12
24

drizzle
drizzle

cloudy/drizzle
cloudy
drizzle

25
18
26
19
18
14
22
26
18
25
25
26
26
28
27
28

37
23
34
28
28
25
32
31
26
29
29
30
34
34
34
32

21
29
24
24
31

clear/cloudy
thundershower

cloudy/overcast
cloudy

drizzle/overcast
thundershower/cloudy

overcast
moderate rain/drizzle

cloudy
thundershower
thundershower

drizzle/heavy rain
cloudy/thundershower

overcast
thundershower
shower/cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Remember that you have one of 
the best guts around (in terms of 
instinct, that is!). So this recent 
bout of self-doubt is completely 
unwarranted and unnecessary. 
Today you need to trust yourself!

April 20-May 20
Today it’s your heart that should 
motivate your choices and actions, 
not your wallet. Whether you add 
an extra dollar to your waitress’s 
tip or write a big check for your 
favorite charity.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
If you extend yourself too 
much, you may encounter some 
endurance problems. Your energy 
isn’t as endless as you think - and 
if you run out of steam, you’re no 
good to anyone.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
There’s a strong sense of pride 
coming through in your life today 
- and this is not a temporary phase. 
It’s a sign that you’re gaining 
more self-assurance and shaping 
yourself into a capable.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Despite several warnings not to 
overextend yourself, it seems 
like you still have a few too many 
things on your plate right now. 
You’re to be congratulated for your 
ambition.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
Nobody is an island - it’s an obvious 
statement to say that you need 
relationships to get you through life. 
Other people provide the acid to 
your base, and can often be a perfect 
sounding board for your ideas.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You have an unpredictable amount of 
energy right now, but you can build 
on your accomplishments and keep 
things going at a good pace. Little by 
little, you’ll come to recognize a sense 
of momentum growing.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You may get a sense that someone 
has eyes for something you have 
today. This is more than just a 
‘grass is greener’ phenomenon. 
Guard your possessions closely, 
and guard your ideas even more.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today you start to sense that a 
healthy feeling of fulfillment has 
been missing from your life. You’ve 
been admirably shifting your 
energies around to many different 
people.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It’s the perfect time to tackle any 
trouble spots you may have, so the 
time for procrastination is over. Better 
health, a bigger bank account, a more 
active social life ... these are all possible 
with a few nips and tucks in your life.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re continuing down a path of 
self-discovery. The trouble is that 
what you’re searching for is still a 
bit unclear to you. It may seem like 
everyone but you has a passion in 
life, or a direction to follow.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Confusion will shake loose old ideas 
in your mind and get you thinking in a 
new, inspiring way, so seek things that 
don’t quite make sense to you. This 
includes the people in your life whose 
motivations are mysteries to you.

  Aquarius Pisces
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The rival Koreas yesterday 
began two days of friendly 

basketball games in Pyongyang 
in their latest goodwill gesture 
amid a diplomatic push to resol-
ve the nuclear standoff with Nor-
th Korea.

Players from North and South 
Korea were mixed into two teams 
that competed against each other 
at the North Korean capital’s 
Ryugyong Jong Ju Yong Gymna-
sium.

A capacity crowd of 12,000 
at the arena applauded as the 
two women’s teams — dressed 
in white jerseys that read “Pea-
ce” and green jerseys that read 
“Prosperity” — marched onto the 
court holding hands. Team Pros-
perity defeated Team Peace 103-
102, with North Korea’s Ro Suk 
Yong scoring 18 points, accor-
ding to pool reports. The game 
between the men’s mixed teams 
that followed ended in a 102-102 
tie.

The South Koreans will play 
against the North Korean men’s 

and women’s teams today before 
returning home tomorrow.

The games precede a visit to 
North Korea by U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo for meetings 
over the future of the North’s nu-
clear program.

North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, a noted basketball fan, didn’t 
appear at the gymnasium yester-
day. It wasn’t clear whether he 

would attend today.
“Once they started playing, the 

players showed quick chemistry 
and I was proud of them,” said 
Lee Moon-kyu, the head coach 
of South Korea’s women’s team, 
who will also lead a combined 
Koreas team at the Asian Ga-
mes next month in Indonesia. 
Lee, who plans to bring two or 
three North Korean players to 

the Asian Games, said he was im-
pressed with “No. 9 and No. 7 on 
Team Peace,” referring to North 
Korea’s Ri Jong Ok and Jang Mi 
Kyong.

North Korea’s sports minis-
ter, Kim Il Guk, said in a speech 
that the games reflect the “reve-
red determination of the leaders 
of the North and South to bring 
forward the future of a self-re-
liant unification.”

The South Korean delegation, 
including 50 players and gover-
nment officials, arrived in Pyon-
gyang on Tuesday on two mili-
tary aircraft.

“It feels like the first time I came 
here all over again,” said Hur 
Jae, head coach of South Korea’s 
men’s national team, who pre-
viously visited Pyongyang for a 
joint game in 2003. Hur, a former 
guard whose two sons are among 
the players who traveled to the 
North, talked about his friend-
ship with retired North Korean 
player Ri Myong Hun, a 7-foot-9 
(2.35-meter) center who ancho-
red the country’s national team 
during the 1990s and early 2000s.

“There was a buzz when I sha-
red a glass of soju and talked 
with Ri Myong Hun in 2003,” 
Hur said. Ri did not attend a din-
ner reception for South Korean 
players on Tuesday.

The exchanges are the latest 
result of a diplomatic outreach 
to the South that Kim annou-
nced during his annual New 
Year’s speech. That led to the 
North’s participation in the 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympics 
in February and two summits 
between Kim and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in. Kim has 
also met with China’s President 
Xi Jinping and U.S. President 
Donald Trump.

The inter-Korean summits 
have facilitated a slew of goo-
dwill gestures between the Ko-
reas, which have also agreed 
to field combined teams at the 
Asian Games.

Basketball diplomacy has so-
mething of a history in North 
Korea. Former NBA player Den-
nis Rodman arranged a game 
in Pyongyang in 2014 for Kim’s 
birthday.

South Korea’s Hyundai bu-
siness group built a basketball 
stadium in Pyongyang during a 
previous era of rapprochement 
between North and South Korea, 
and a joint game was played the-
re in 2003. Two rounds of inter- 
Korean basketball games were 
also played in 1999. AP

Koreas begin basketball 
friendlies in latest peace gesture

South and North Korean players of Team Peace, in white, and Team Prosperity play 
during a friendly basketball game 
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Fellaini celebrates after scoring his side’s second goal 

WoRld CuP 2018 

Pickford the hero as 
England’s penalty curse ends

PREvIEW 

Belgium’s high scorers take 
on Brazil’s miserly defense
Pan Pylas, Kazan

To get past Belgium Sa-
turday [2 a.m., Macau 

time] in the quarterfinals 
at the World Cup, Brazil 
has to do something it has 
not been able to do since it 
last won the tournament 
in 2002: overcome Eu-
ropean opposition in the 
knockout stages.

Since beating Germany 
2-0 in the 2002 World 
Cup final, the five-time 
winner has been elimi-
nated by European sides 

in the three subsequent 
competitions. Brazil lost 
to France and the Nether-
lands in the quarterfinals 
of the 2006 and 2010 
World Cups and was hu-
miliated 7-1 by Germany 
in the semifinals four 
years ago at home.

Fortunately for the Se-
lecao, Belgium has a 
poor record against Sou-
th American sides at the 
World Cup. Not only has 
Belgium not won any of 
its games against South 
American teams in the 

knockout stages, it hasn’t 
even managed to score a 
goal. Most recently, Bel-
gium lost 1-0 to Argentina 
in the 2014 quarterfinals.

The core of that side re-
mains in place in Russia, 
where Belgium has won 
all four of its matches, in-
cluding coming back from 
2-0 down to beat Japan 
in the round of 16 with a 
thrilling counterattack in 
the final seconds of injury 
time.

Everyone knew about 
the array of talent running 
through the Belgium side, 
from Thibaut Courtois in 
goal to Kevin De Bruyne 
in midfield and Eden Ha-
zard and Romelu Lukaku 
up front. The main ques-
tions following disappoin-
ting defeats in the 2014 
World Cup and the 2016 
European Championship 
centered on the team’s 
character.

That 3-2 victory over Ja-

pan was the first time a 
team has overcome a two-
goal deficit to win outright 
since West Germany beat 
England in 1970, and the 
first to do it in regulation 
since Portugal came from 
three down to beat North 
Korea in 1966. It has fue-
led confidence inside the 
Belgium camp that it can 
deal with adversity and 
make the World Cup se-
mifinals for the first time 
since 1986.

“Maybe it’s this sort of 
match that we needed for 
the future,” said Hazard, 
the captain.

Coach Roberto Martinez 
won praise for his subs-
titutions, with both Ma-
rouane Fellaini and Nacer 
Chadli scoring, the latter 
with practically the last 
kick of the match.

“You have to find solu-
tions, you have to find 
reaction but what you 
have to find more than 

anything is the desire and 
togetherness of a group of 
players, that they are des-
perate to perform,” Marti-
nez said.

Unlike the game against 
Japan, Martinez said, Bel-
gium will be the underdog 
in the quarterfinal against 
Brazil and as such should 
play with a certain amount 
of freedom.

“I think it’s a game that 
when you are a little boy, 
you dream of being invol-
ved in a World Cup, facing 

Brazil in a quarterfinal,” 
he said, “so from our point 
of view we can enjoy from 
the first second.”

Brazil coach Tite dis-
missed talk that his team 
is the favorite to win the 
match against Belgium, 
let alone the World Cup. 
“Everything is open, up 
for grabs,” he said.

The winner will play 
France or Uruguay in the 
semifinals in St. Peters-
burg on Wednesday [Ma-
cau time]. AP

The research paid off 
for Jordan Pickford. 
When Carlos Bacca 
stepped up to take Co-

lombia’s fifth and final penalty, 
Pickford knew he was likely to 
shoot to the left.

The 24-year-old goalkeeper, in 
just his seventh England appea-
rance, trusted his research and 
leaped. Research wasn’t enough 
on its own — he also needed li-
ghtning reactions to shoot his 
left arm up to paw away Bacca’s 
high shot.

The save gave England’s Eric 
Dier a chance to win the shoo-
tout , and he converted. England 
moved on 4-3 on penalties after 
a 1-1 draw.

“I did a whole bunch of resear-
ch,” Pickford said, his confiden-
ce sky-high. “Falcao is the only 
one who didn’t go his way. I 
don’t care if I’m not the biggest 
keeper in the world. I have the 
power and agility.”

Pickford was just two years old 
when England last won a pe-
nalty shootout, a few days older 
when the now-England coach 
Gareth Southgate missed the 
deciding penalty in a European 
Championship semifinal loss to 
Germany. That defeat at home 
was treated almost as a national 

trauma, as was the penalty loss 
to Argentina two years later.

Pickford only emerged as a lea-
ding Premier League keeper last 
year and made his debut for En-
gland in November. But he has 
rapidly become part of Gareth 
Southgate’s new generation of 
English talent.

At 1.85 meters, Pickford is 
small for a World Cup goalkee-

per. “A top-class save. I’m sur-
prised he could reach it, given 
his height,” Southgate said of 
the save from Bacca’s penalty.

“His athleticism around goal 
is excellent and again he execu-
ted the planning in the penalty 
shootout. We’d studied all their 
penalty takers. Great credit to 
a collective of staff and him for 
taking on that information and 

preparing in the right way. You 
don’t always get what you deser-
ve in life, but I think tonight we 
did.”

On an evening that ended with 
such frenetic energy, Pickford 
had little to do earlier.

Colombia was on the defensive 
for most of the first half and la-
cked bite in attack. England took 
the lead on a Harry Kane penalty 
in the 57th and Colombia came 
charging back. In stoppage time 
Mateus Uribe fired a stinging 
shot from long range and Pick-
ford leaped to keep it out with 
one outstretched hand, sending 
it wide of the goal and canno-
ning into the advertising boards.

Pickford could do nothing 
about the subsequent corner. 
Colombia defender Yerry Mina 
rose above Harry Maguire and 
headed the ball off the turf and 
in despite Kieran Trippier’s hea-
ded clearance attempt. Extra 
time and penalties loomed, and 
fans felt the weight of those 22 
years without a shootout win.

After the 90 minutes were up, 
“we just reset. And just go ‘Bang, 
we’re going again and however 
long it takes.’ Like the gaffer 
said, ‘If it takes extra time, if it 
takes penalties, we are going to 
win this game,’” Pickford said. 

“It’s a bit of a lottery, but you 
can do your research.”

It wasn’t just England’s mise-
rable record which seemed to 
stack the odds against the team. 
Its penalty takers lacked expe-
rience of major tournaments 
— though none of the penalty 
takers had been involved in any 
of those shootout losses — and 
had to stare down a stand pa-
cked with raucous Colombian 
fans.

While Colombia’s David Ospi-
na stood taciturn, Pickford was 
a ball of energy. He jumped and 
jiggled on the line.

Falcao sent Pickford diving 
headlong before placing the ball 
through the unguarded center. 
Juan Cuadrado put the ball high 
and left, far beyond Pickford’s 
reach. Luis Muriel sent him di-
ving the wrong way.

With England 3-2 down and 
facing elimination, Pickford lea-
ped to touch the crossbar as Ma-
teus Uribe stepped up, and the 
Colombian blasted the ball into 
the bar.

Trippier made it 3-3, and Pick-
ford was up again to face Bacca. 
After saving from the AC Milan 
forward, he squatted to the side 
of the penalty area, frog-like 
in his green uniform. Dier hit 
the winning penalty low and 
left for England and Pickford’s 
teammates charged toward him 
to celebrate in a group hug.

The joy of victory was built on 
self-belief, Pickford said. “Our 
mindset and mentality, we ne-
ver stopped,” he said. “We knew 
we had this game even if it went 
to penalties.” AP

walking a tightrope

as has been the case 
throughout this World Cup, 
Brazilian forward Neymar 
will likely garner much of 
the attention during the 
match, both for his skills 
and speed as well as his 
on-field theatrics. Neymar 
will have to be careful not to 

pick up another booking as 
he would miss a semifinal 
should Brazil prevail. Others 
walking a tightrope are mid-
fielder Philippe Coutinho 
and defender Filipe Luis. For 
Belgium, defender Jan Ver-
tonghen and De Bruyne are 
carrying yellow cards as well.
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Nauru criticized for baNNiNg 
australiaN state broadcaster

Nauru has been accused of restricting press free-
dom by banning an Australian state-owned broad-
caster from attending an international forum that 
the tiny Pacific atoll-nation will host in September. 
Australians have a particular interest in Nauru be-
cause their government pays the impoverished na-
tion of fewer than 10,000 people to house asylum 
seekers who attempt to reach Australia by boat. The 

United Nations and human rights groups have criti-
cized the arrangement as well as the conditions that 
asylum seekers endure there.

Australia’s Federal Parliamentary Press Gallery, 
Canberra’s equivalent of the White House press 
corps, yesterday threatened to boycott the Pacific Is-
lands Forum leaders’ summit on Nauru unless Aus-
tralian Broadcasting Corp. was allowed to attend.

25-45
Good

25-45
Good

opinion

Political Football

Why has the picture agency Getty been in trouble 
during the World Cup? 

They created a gallery of photos of attractive 
female fans. Their post, ‘The hottest fans at the 
#WorldCup’, was later deleted, as was the gallery.

In my head, I heard a feminist football commen-
tary: ‘And here it comes, the Getty agency, a star 
performer. Oh no. It’s just taken a tumble after some 
weak footwork.  Can’t see the name and number 
on the back of its shirt but I don’t think it’s Me2.’ 

The defence by Getty was a rendition of ‘sorry, 
ref, didn’t mean it’.

‘Earlier, we published a piece, ‘World Cup 2018: 
The Sexiest Fans’, that did not meet our editorial 
standards. We regret the error and have removed 
the piece. There are many interesting stories to tell 
about the World Cup and we acknowledge this was 
not one of them.’

Is this enough? It makes me want to turn ‘Kiss 
Cam’ into ‘Sis Cam’. Have it scan the crowd and 
stop on sisters – feminists not blood relatives - in 
thick cardigans, the opposite of skimpy attire. The 
women wearing them are certain to be the hottest. 

I don’t know much about football. I didn’t realise 
there were whistleblowers outside the news pages, 
though sometimes I quite like the songs – it’s rare 
to see so many men voluntarily forming a choir. (If 
local choirs feel they don’t get enough deep voi-
ces, they might consider adding football lyrics to 
classical music to boost enrolment of men. Yes, 
Beethoven’s Third really is a symphony on missing 
out on the top two in the Premier League. Sonata 
No 14 is a piece on the jersey of Johan Cruyff and 
Thierry Henry.)

But it seems as though football is getting more fe-
minist. Or less un-feminist. The term WAGS, stan-
ding for wives and girlfriends, has been damned by 
Rebakah Vardy, who is married to England striker, 
Jamie Vardy. “WAG is a dated term because we’re 
not defined by what our husbands do. We’re indivi-
duals,” said R Vardy.

I’m all for running with this enlightened mood in 
the game. Some say there should be more female 
commentators. Me, I think we need more female 
TV camera operators – on top of ‘Sis Cam’ - to 
show women seizing football traditions and owning 
them. Lots of shots, please, of women who haven’t 
shaved their armpits together on the stand doing 
the Thunderclap.

Remaining - most unusually - with sport, Donald 
Trump is thought likely to head to Scotland to play 
golf after meeting British Prime Minister Theresa 
May next week, controversially costing Scottish po-
lice millions as protests are expected.  He has two 
golf courses – one at Turnberry, Ayrshire, and ano-
ther in the north of Scotland, in Aberdeenshire. His 
hopes of making the resorts more alluring to Ame-
ricans are already apparent, with the naming of one 
course the King Robert the Bruce. Locals expect 
the ponds to be filled with whisky and sand to be 
replaced by shortbread crumbs in the bunkers.

I’m looking forward to new content in his twee-
ts. Scotland has a debate over fox numbers, and 
controlling them. Surely there’s a blog called Fox 
News, which comes down against the use of guns. 
That would bewilder him.

And what if the local paper in Aberdeen reports 
thunderstorms predicted for the UK?

@realDonaldTrump tweet:
Fake News Press and Journal says Stormy Here. 

UNTRUE!
Or what if Ayrshire’s newpaper were to wonder if 

Trump’s Scottish attackers might include midges, 
tiny biting insects:

@realDonaldTrump tweet:
The failing Ayr Advertiser suggests Trump has 

a problem with small flies. There is no problem. I 
assure you.

Girl About Globe
Linda Kennedy

tuRKey has issued 
a decree to adjust its 
current laws to a new 
presidential system that 
comes into effect with 
last month’s presidential 
and parliamentary 
elections.

italy Police have 
dismantled an 
international ring 
trafficking in what 
prosecutors allege are 
thousands of ancient 
artifacts illegally 
excavated in Sicily.

sPain A rescue ship 
carrying 60 migrants 
arrived yesterday in a 
Spanish port after being 
refused entry by Italy 
and Malta, the second 
time in a month that a 
humanitarian group has 
been forced to travel for 
days to unload people 
rescued in the central 
Mediterranean. 
More on p15

bRitain 
Counterterrorism police 
were investigating 
yesterday after two 
people were left in 
critical condition, 
exposed to an unknown 
substance a few miles 
from where a former 
Russian spy and his 
daughter were poisoned 
with a nerve agent. 
More on p14

eCuadoR A judge 
ordered that former 
President Rafael Correa, 
who is out of the country, 
be jailed after failing 
to appear in court in 
connection with a probe 
into the kidnapping of an 
opposition lawmaker.

bRazil A measles 
outbreak is growing 
in Brazil after cases 
were imported from 
neighboring venezuela 
where health services 
have collapsed.

Matthew Hill

MozaMBique boas-
ts vast coal, ruby and 

gas deposits, but one of the 
southeast African nation’s 
biggest exports may be so-
mething more sinister: he-
roin.

As much as USD800 
million worth of the nar-
cotic is shipped annually 
from its beaches to nei-
ghboring countries and to 
Europe. That’s according to 
a research paper by Enact, 
a European Union-fun-
ded initiative to mitigate 
the impact of transnatio-
nal organized crime, and a 
related working paper by 
Joseph Hanlon, visiting se-
nior fellow at the London 
School of Economics and 
Political Science.

“Mozambique is a signifi-
cant heroin transit center 
and the trade has increa-
sed to 40 tons or more per 
year, making it a major ex-
port which contributes up 
to $100 million per year to 
the local economy,” Han-
lon said. “With an export 
value of $20 million per 
ton, heroin is probably the 
country’s largest or second- 
largest export after coal.”

The value of Mozambi-
que coal exports more than 
doubled to $1.7 billion last 
year, as production and 
prices rose, according to 
data from the central bank.

Produced in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan, heroin is 

shipped to Mozambique’s 
coast with motorized woo-
den boats, which can carry 
up to a ton of the drug in 
hidden compartments, ac-
cording to the Enact report. 
From there, it’s transpor-
ted by road to neighboring 
South Africa. Some is sold 
to local users, but most of 
the heroin is destined for 
Europe, said the resear-
chers, who include Mark 
Shaw, Simone Haysom, 
and Peter Gastrow.

Traffickers appear to be 
increasingly using east and 
southern Africa as a lan-
d-based Balkan route has 
become more difficult to get 
the opioid into western Eu-
rope, the research shows. 
Heroin accounted for more 

than a quarter of Europe’s 
estimated 24 billion-euro 
($28 billion) drug market 
in 2013, according to the 
Lisbon-based European 
Monitoring Centre for Dru-
gs and Drug Addiction.

Mozambique’s 2,470-ki-
lometer coastline has been 
used by maritime traders 
for centuries.

A shadowy group that’s 
been attacking villages in 
Cabo Delgado province, 
killing more than 50 people 
and burning dozens of hou-
ses this year, has been mo-
ving into the cannabis tra-
de in the coastal territory 
key to heroin traffickers, 
according to the Enact pa-
per, which didn’t link them 
to opioids. Bloomberg

RESEARCH

Heroin is one of biggest 
Mozambique exports

Heavy fog yesterday in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong Province.  
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