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WORLD BRIEFS

VIETNAM Police
have arrested seven
people suspected of
involvement in the
bombing last month
of a police station in
the Southeast Asian
country’s largest city.

AP PHOTO

THAILAND Two boats
carrying more than 130
tourists overturned in
rough seas yesterday
evening off southern
Thailand, and at least
seven people are
missing.

PHILIPPINES The
government will demand
that peace talks with
communist rebels

shift from Europe

to the Philippines

and the insurgents

are encamped in
designated areas

Boys’ team solidarity,
i meditation may ease

of Asia’s longest-raging
insurgencies quickly

stress in Thai cave ...
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Gongbei detains
man carrying

RMB1.2 million
in cash

The Gongbei customs detained

a male mainland resident in
possession of RMB1.2 million

in cash at Zhuhai immigration
checkpoint this week. The man,
surnamed Guo, had separated all
his money (RMB100 bills) in his
backpack and luggage. In total, the
money weighed 14 kg. According
to mainland Chinese regulations,
each person can carry a maximum
of RMB20,000 in cash while
crossing the borders. The Gongbei
customs reminded passengers

to declare restricted items in
accordance with the Chinese law
in order to avoid punishment.

Gov't urged
to regulate
columbarium
industry

Macau People Power's Si Tou

Fai has urged the government to
regulate the private columbarium
market, according to a report by
Jornal Va Kio. Si noted that a
certain columbarium company is
advertising in Hong Kong in order
to attract Hong Kong residents to
invest in columbaria in Macau.

Si proposed for the government
to establish laws to manage the
matter. On Si’s suggestion, the
law should regulate a prohibited
period of columbaria sales,
charge heavy taxes to non-local
columbaria buyers and issue
purchase restrictions to curb
speculation on columbaria sales.

Lam questions
greyhounds’
temporary home

Lawmaker Agnes Lam has
questioned how the government
will find temporary homes for
Macau Canidrome greyhounds.
In a recent written inquiry to the
government, Lam asked, “How
will the government coordinate
with the Canidrome concerning
the greyhounds’ adoption and
how will the government ensure
that the greyhounds find good
adopters? Because some regions
currently don’t have animal
protection law[s], the greyhounds
may be slaughtered [...]. How
can the authorities prevent such
situations from happening?

Will the government consider
sterilization first [before the dogs’
adoption]?”
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Teaching assistant arrested for
printing counterfeit notes

teaching assistant at a lo-

cal public school has been
arrested for allegedly using
school facilities to print coun-
terfeit notes, the Judiciary Po-
lice (PJ) reported yesterday.

The 28-year-old suspect has
been working for approxima-
tely two years in a school loca-
ted in the Hac Sa Wan (Areia
Preta) district, where he tea-
ches computer courses.

The PJ seized counterfeit
notes with a total value of at
least MOP300,000 (each note
being MOP500) from the sus-
pect’s possessions.

The suspect is also believed
to be related to four coun-

terfeit note cases recorded in
September and October 2017.

The PJ believes that the sus-
pect has no affiliate and used
a school facility to print the

notes.

Yesterday, the Education
and Youth Affairs Bureau
(DSEJ) reported that the ar-
rested suspect is also respon-

sible for facility maintenance
at Escola Luso-Chinesa Técni-
co-Profissional.

The DSEJ was notified by
the PJ regarding the case on
Tuesday, when the DSEJ as-
sisted the police in searching
for evidence at the suspect’s
office.

The education authority has
also initiated disciplinary pro-
cedures in regard to the sus-
pect’s malpractice.

The Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture, Alexis Tam,
commented that civil servan-
ts found guilty of malpractice
will be punished according to
the law.

Consumer satisfaction
declines in 2018

HE Institute for

Sustainable Deve-
lopment (ISD) from
the Macau Univer-
sity of Science and
Technology (MUST)
published the Macau
Consumer Satisfac-
tion Index 2018 ear-
lier this week. Local
residents’ satisfaction
with shopping and
dining in Macau has
declined.

Between May 7 and
20, 815 (810 in 2017)
local residents aged
over 16 were inter-
viewed over the phone
for the annual report.
The survey consis-
ted of four sections
regarding customer
satisfaction: Macau
shopping (particular-
ly clothing) and res-
taurants, and Zhuhai
shopping and restau-
rants.

Within each cate-
gory, the results were
indexed according to
product and servi-
ce quality, as well as
comparisons shown
between prices and
goods.

Shopping satisfac-
tion in Macau recor-

ded 72.9 points (74.3
in 2018), representing
a 1.8 percent decrease
year-on-year.

The three factors
that affected the sa-
tisfaction are product
quality, service qua-
lity and cost perfor-
mance, and they all
recorded a decrease
of 2.1 percent, 0.5
percent and 3 percent
respectively.

In turn, the levels of
residents’ satisfaction
with local restaurants
also decreased by 0.3
percent,  recording
70.7 points.

The three factors
used to determine
satisfaction with lo-
cal restaurants are
food quality (up by 1.4
percent), service qua-
lity (down by 0.1 per-
cent), and cost perfor-
mance (down by 2.2
percent).

Macau  residents’
satisfaction with sho-
pping in Zhuhai has
grown in comparison
to last year’s results,
while their satisfac-
tion with restaurants
in Zhuhai has worse-
ned.

Regarding the for-
mer, a 2.4 percent
growth was recorded
(65.5last year, 67.1 this
year), while restaurant
satisfaction decreased
by 1 percent, now stan-
ding at 68.8.

This is the 12th year
the index has been pu-
blished and the 11th
consecutive year that
Macau has beaten
Zhuhai in terms of sa-
tisfaction figures.

The consumer sa-
tisfaction degree of
the Macau Consu-
mer Satisfaction In-
dex consists of five
factors: product qua-
lity, service quality,
cost and performance,
customer complaints
and customer loyalty.
Each category is rated
on a scale of 0 to 100;
the higher the marks,
the greater the satis-
faction.

ISD suggested that
Macau’s retailers pay
close attention to
trends and changes in
consumer demands,
and to continue brin-
ging in high-quality
brands and products at
reasonable prices. JZ

Well Link Bank

E Well Link Bank

NAPE branch opened

this week at Alameda Dr.
Carlos d’Assumpcao.

Branded a “smart branch”,
the new NAPE store features
several new services, such as
“smart counters” and “smart
coffee tables” designed to
provide Macau residents
with a wholesome banking
experience.

Among the services in-
cluded are online banking,
mobile banking, WeChat
banking and  “remote
queuing with WeChat offi-
cial account.” Furthermore,
the branch is equipped with
“smart counters”, offering
various non-cash services
more quickly.

At the lobby of the smart
branch, the customer mana-
ger will carry a tablet to inte-
ract with clients and provide
them with higher-quality
smart services.

opens NAPE branch

R 5 "

The firm says that the smart
branch was established in
response to the call of the
Macau government, where-
by innovative financial tech-
nology is intended to create
more convenient services for
local clients.

A local bank in Macau, the
Well Link Bank claims to ser-
ve as a bridge for exchanges
between Chinese and Wes-
tern businesses. Furthermo-
re, the institution “endeavors
to develop itself into a bank
with its own characteristi-
cs in the Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Greater Bay
Area.”

Betting on the financial sec-
tor becoming another major
driver of Macau’s economy
after the gaming industry,
Well Link Bank says that it
believes China’s increasing
influence in international
politics will be a boon for Ma-
cau’s economic development.
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Malaysia confirms:
Jho Low hiding in Macau

ALAYSIAN police

have confirmed that

wanted businessman

Jho Low, also known
as Low Taek Jhow, has fled the
country and is now residing in
Macau.

The Penang-born businessman
is allegedly connected to the
controversial 1Malaysia Develo-
pment Bhd (1MDB) scandal that
saw billions of US dollars disa-
ppear from the sovereign wealth
fund.

Police chief Mohamad Fuzi Ha-
run said the suspicion was confir-
med after investigators obtained
crucial information while tra-
cking Low in Hong Kong.

“This latest information was
obtained after a team from Bukit
Aman [federal police] was de-
ployed to Hong Kong to track
down the fugitive,” he said, as
cited by Channel NewsAsia. “We
were informed that Jho Low had
fled to Macau when the team ar-
rived there [Hong Kong].”

Last month, Low’s passport was
canceled on the request of the
Malaysian Anti-Corruption Com-
mission.

Macau does not currently have
an extradition treaty with Malay-
sia.

The Malaysian Anti-Corruption
Commission believes Low played
a central role in the laundering
of public money from the sove-
reign wealth fund. They say that
they have sufficient evidence to

v———ﬁ

prove Low’s involvement in the
scandal.

Low has previously described
his role with 1MDB as informal
consulting that did not break any
law. According to Bloomberg, he
said he would cooperate with the
anti-graft watchdog through his
lawyers.

Police arrived on site
immediately after
restaurant blast

r I YHE acting commander
of the Public Security
Police (PSP), Wong Chi said
that the police arrived on
site immediately after the
blast on Tuesday night at the
Pak Lei Building in the Areia
Preta district. The explosion
is thought to have been cau-
sed by a cylinder of liquefied
petroleum gas (LPG).

The police ensured that af-
fected buildings and streets
were cleared of debris by
7.30 am. on Wednesday
morning, so that people in
the neighborhood could re-
sume their daily routine.

A total of three people re-
main hospitalized. One of
the victims is being treated
for burns in the intensive
care unit. To avoid infecting
the individual, Chief Execu-
tive (CE) Chui Sai On did
not have direct contact with
the victim when he visited
the hospital on Wednesday.

The CE also wrote a letter
to theloved ones of a woman
who died in the incident to
express his condolences.

Immediately after the vi-

sit, the CE convened an in-
terdepartmental meeting at
government headquarters to
receive detailed reports on
the incident from the Secre-
taries and departments.

Aside from determining
the cause of the incident, the
meeting focused on steps to
take in the aftermath of the
incident, as well as preven-
tive measures to be put in
place.

Chui said that the gover-
nment and the public were
deeply concerned about the
incident as well as the resul-
ting fatalities and injuries.

The Land, Public Works
and Transport Bureau is
restoring some of the affec-
ted parts of the building.
However, owners and te-
nants remain concerned
over who is going to pay for
the remaining works. Se-
cretary for Security Wong
Sio Chak said yesterday
that witnesses are still being
heard and their testimony
will be useful to assess if ne-
gligent behavior lead to the
blast.
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Wong Sio Chak (center)

Fourth phase of CCTV
cameras to be ready in 2020

Julie Zhu

HE installation of the

fourth phase of CCTV sur-
veillance cameras is expected to
be complete by 2020, Secretary
for Security Wong Sio Chak an-
nounced yesterday on the side-
lines of the launching ceremony
of the Inmates and Juvenile
Delinquents’ Handicraft Exhi-
bition.

“The installation of the first
phase, which involved 219 ca-
meras, was done in 2016, [...]
the cameras of the second and
third phases entered operation
on June 30,” informed Wong.
The Secretary added that “the
fourth phase’s installation star-
ted in February, and is estima-
ted to be completed in the first
quarter of 2020.”

“I hope that [the government]
can push forward the related
construction as soon as possi-
ble. Besides these four phases,
it [the government] has already
started a study on the fifth and
sixth phases of the installation
of CCTV surveillance cameras,”
said Wong, explaining that the

city’s new urban zones, which
will be available in the near fu-
ture, require advanced studies
with respect to surveillance ca-
meras.

“Currently, the new urban
zone has not been included,”
revealed Wong, adding that
“the 820 cameras are distribu-

ted across all areas in Macau,
with most of them being loca-
ted in the Macau peninsula.
The remaining cameras will
be located at safety black spo-
ts. Between the first and third
phases, a few safety black spo-
ts have already been equipped
[with cameras]. In the future,

the [cameras’] effect will be
evaluated,” said Wong, who
also claimed that the cameras
have a “very high overall crime
detection rate.”

The Secretary demonstrated
this “very high” crime detection
rate by giving an example of a
robbery case involving a jewelry

No date set for new prison’s completion

HENG Fong Meng, director of the Cor-

rectional Services Bureau, revealed that
there is not yet a definite date scheduled for
the new prison’s completion.

Cheng disclosed this information on the si-
deline of yesterday’s launching ceremony of
the Inmates and Juvenile Delinquents’ Han-
dicraft Exhibition.

The project’s second phase of construction
is expected to complete by the end of this
year. However, the project has once again
been delayed. According to Cheng, last
year’s Typhoon Hato hindered the construc-
tion.

The construction of the new prison inclu-
des four phases. The third one concerns the
administration building, restrooms, and
employees’ training facilities; the fourth

phase will consist of the installation of in-
ternet and telecommunication systems.

Regarding this year’s four-day exhibition,
4,800 handcrafts made by inmates and ju-
veniles are available for purchase at the Ma-
cao Science Center.

Currently, there are a total of 1,371 priso-
ners in Coloane prison, including 1,180 men
and 191 women.

Some 635 prisoners (562 men, 73 women)
are mainland residents, representing 46.32
percent of the total number of prisoners.
Twenty-nine percent (402) are local resi-
dents, including 347 male residents and 55
female residents. Ten percent (146 inclu-
ding 137 men and nine women) are Hong
Kong residents, while 13.5 percent (185) are
from other countries.
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shop that took place at the be-
ginning of this year.

“It [solving the case] depen-
ded on the CCTV surveillance
camera which [allowed the po-
lice force] to quickly identify
the criminals. [...] This case is
a very typical case showing the
effect of modern technology,”
declared Wong, who also said
“I believe that, in the future,
as CCTV surveillance cameras
improve gradually, recognition
outcomes will be even better.”

In addition, the Secretary no-
ted that all data collected from
the CCTV surveillance cameras
have been used according to
the law.

Wong
claimed that
the cameras
have a ‘very
high overall
crime detection
rate’

Only authorized police officers
or technicians can access the
CCTV surveillance system. “All
is done according to the law,”
Wong pledged.

Regarding security arran-
gements on the Hong Kong-
Zhuhai-Macau Bridge, Wong
said that “both manpower and
resources are ready.”

Exh tion of hdirafts made by inmates

Polytec pledges to bear mortgages for some buyers

STERDAY, the

purchased a house throu-

rizon house unit under a

Polytec Assets Hol- ghmortgageloansof Bank cash payment plan.
dings Limited (Polytec of China, Macau Branch This proposal from
Group), placed an adver- (BOC Macau). Polytec is said to allevia-
tisement in Macao Daily The company said that it  te the pressure of buyers’

explaining that the com-
pany will bear the mortga-
ge debts of Pearl Horizon
buyers who purchased the
project under cash pay-
ment plans.

In the advertisement,
the Polytec Group noted
that the majority of buyers

had discussed the buyers’
loans with BOC Macau
more than a month ago.
The bank and the Polytec
Group have agreed that
Polytec will bear any mor-
tgage indebtedness still
owed to BOC by buyers
who ordered a Pearl Ho-

loan contributions, and
to avoid situations where
buyers need to bear legal

responsibilities  because

they stopped paying loans

for their house.
Concurrently, the

Pearl Horizon Concern
Group — which consists

of lawmakers Si Ka Lon,
Wong Kit Cheng, Song
Pek Kei and Ho Ion Sang —
met with BOC Macau yes-
terday morning. After the
meeting, the lawmakers
expressed their faith in
Polytec’s promise.

BOC Macau has been
contacting buyers since
yesterday to explain the
relevant arrangements for
individual cases regarding
each mortgage.
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Renato Marques

HE 65th Macau

Grand Prix will be

adding a new race

to the program for
the first time. Unlike other
events held at the Guia cir-
cuit, this new event will
be held on foot, the Ma-
cau Grand Prix Organi-
zing Committee (MGPOC)
announced yesterday at
a press conference at the
Macau Tower.

Titled “Guia Circuit Fun
Run”, the new event pro-
mises to attract many peo-
ple to the 6.2-kilometer
Guia Circuit.

“We are expecting a lar-
ge number of participants,
I'm sure that will attract a
large number of residents,
which are our main tar-
get,” MGPOC president
Pun Weng Kun, said on the
sidelines of the event. “We
are expecting 2,000 peo-
ple [participants].”

Pun added that the pur-
pose of the run was to ce-
lebrate the circuit’s 65th
anniversary and to allow
residents to “experience
and feel the circuit clo-
sely.”

The “Fun Run” will be
held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 11, as a side activity of

GUIA CIRCUIT WITH NEW USAGE

Organizers propose
‘fun run’ prior to GP
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this year's program.
At the press conferen-
ce, Pun also announced

this year’s title sponsors
for the racing events, the
Macau GT Cup and Ma-

Pun not concerned with Glenn
Irwin’s refusal

LENN Irwin, last year’s winner of the Macau Motorcy-

cle Grand Prix, has told the BBC that he does not wish to
return to the Guia Circuit any time soon after an incident clai-
med the life of Daniel Hegarty last year.

Questioned over Irwin’s absence, organizing committee pre-
sident Pun Weng Kun said, “Many racers that are interested in
participating [in the event], some of them are participating for
many years [...] We admit that there are people [who], due to
several issues, might be not interested [in participating].”

Pun said that organizers are always trying to “improve on
certain parts of the circuit in order to perfect the circuit in and

out of the track.”

“Last year, after the event, we had done this analysis and we
had contacts with the president of the FIM [Fédération Inter-
nationale de Motocyclisme] who said that the circuit is good to

hold this kind of event,” he added.

COURTESY OF JON JESSOP PHOTOGRAPHY

Glenn Irwin

cau Touring Car Cup.
The Sociedade de Jogos
de Macau, S.A. (SJM) re-
mains title sponsor for the
GT Cup. After signing the
agreement, SJM handed
the MGPOC a cheque for
the amount of MOP4.06
million.

In terms of sponsorship
matters, the bigger novel-
ty was the replacement
of Companhia de Tele-
comunicagdoes de Macau
S.A.R.L (CTM) as Grand
Prix sponsor, ending its
15-year relationship with
the event. The new title
sponsor will be FOOD4U,
a local food delivery app
that will sponsor MOP1.9
million as part of the an-
nual MOP220 million bu-
dget.

The Guia Circuit races
will be held from Novem-
ber 15 to 18.

Luis Filipe Castro Mendes

Portuguese
Minister of
Culture tours
Macau

UIS Filipe Castro Mendes,

the Portuguese Minister of
Culture, is visiting the region
where he will participate in the
first edition of the “Encounter
in Macau — Arts and Cultural
Festival between China and
Portuguese-speaking Coun-
tries,” as well as meeting with
several top officials.

According to Radio Macau,
Mendes will be present to-
day at an event at the Macau
Portuguese  School, before
traveling to have lunch with
Chief Executive Chui Sai On.
The agenda of the Portuguese
official continues in the after-
noon and includes a visit to the
Consulate General of Portugal
in Macau where he will consult
with Consul-General Vitor Se-
reno.

In the evening the Minister
will attend to the main reason
behind his visit; the inaugura-
tion ceremony of the exhibition
“Chapas Sinicas — Stories of
Macau in Torre do Tombo,” at
the Handover Gifts Museum of
Macau.

Tomorrow, Mendes will be
part of an event included in the
Arts and Cultural Festival and
will also meet with the Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Cul-
ture, Alexis Tam.
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REAL ESTATE MATTERS
Buying investment property without seeing it;
the nuts and bolts of investment property

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JVML
Property. JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property
& Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and
investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants.

www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

Why would you buy investment
property without seeing it?

The answer is simple. It’s a
numbers game.

Whether or not you see the
property before you make an
offer isn’t nearly as important
as making sure the numbers
make sense.

Some investors constantly
make offers on multiple pro-
perties at the same time,
usually offering 15% less than
the asking price on each one.
Occasionally a motivated seller
will accept the offer.

The investor never had to look
at the homes beforehand. In-
cluding an “inspection and
approval” clause in the offer
means he could always back out
of the deal later when viewing
the property. Meanwhile, he
efficiently identifies the truly
motivated sellers.

This demonstrates that with a
good clause or two in the con-
tract, you don’t have to worry
about making an offer before
you see a property.

It’s true when you buy invest-
ment property or your next
home. When it isn’t everything
the seller says it is, you can re-

ject the deal with little or no
loss.

So why wouldn’t you want to
look at the property?

Buy investment property
by numbers

The main reason you might
skip looking at a property befo-
re making an offer is time. This
is certainly true if the property
market is hot.

If you don’t get a price that
makes sense, why spend your
time to look at property invest-
ments? A good price and terms
that make sense - this is what is
important.

Of course, you'll probably want
to look at the actual property
eventually, but looking at the
numbers is how you invest.
Investors value income pro-
perty according to current cash
flow (or should if they want safe
and viable investments), so start
by verifying income. Get the ac-
tual income figures for the past
12 months. Always consider the
potential income if rents are rai-
sed etc., but base your offer on
the current income.

If you can't find cash flow posi-
tive properties in Macau in the

current market due to high ca-
pital values, you can also consi-
der investing overseas markets
such as the UK or Portugal.
Verify all expenses with invest-
ment properties. If any expen-
ses listed by the seller seem
unusually low, they most likely
are. Just substitute your own
best guess in place of any sus-
picious numbers.

After you determine the net in-
come, calculate loan payments
(talk to your banker), and see
how much cash flow youlll
have. Then you can figure your
cash-on-cash return based on
how much of your own money
you put into the deal. Just divi-
de the cash flow by your invest-
ment.

When the numbers work, you
can safely make an offer.
Inspections will tell you if the-
re are problems that will affect
the cash flow. You can always
renegotiate if there are such
problems (assuming you made
your approval of all inspections
a contingency of the offer).

Of course, you can even go take
a look now that you are truly
ready to buy that investment

property.

Chinese stocks slide to

more than two-year low

HINA’S bear market
slump deepened, with
the Shanghai gauge clo-
sing at its lowest since
March 2016, and the yuan
resumed its decline as tra-
ders braced for U.S. tariffs.
The Shanghai Compo-
site Index dropped 0.9
percent, extending its loss
in the past four weeks to
12 percent. Hong Kong’s
Hang Seng Index closed
down 0.2 percent, paring
a 1.5 percent retreat, while
the offshore yuan fell 0.1
percent after a two-day
advance.

Stock indexes in Shan-
ghai and Hong Kong have
fallen further than any
other tracked by Bloom-
berg worldwide in the past
month as investors fear
China’s slowing economy
will struggle to cope with
the cost of a protracted tra-
de war. A slumping yuan
has damped the attraction
of Chinese assets even as
policy makers vowed not
to use the currency as a
weapon against the U.S.

“The trade war is a cons-
tant overhang and I don’t
see it being removed any
time soon,” said Zhang
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Gang, Central China Se-
curities strategist in Shan-
ghai. “The yuan is under
pressure again today, whi-
ch is bad for sentiment.”

The first wave of U.S. ta-
riffs on USD34 billion of
Chinese exports will take
effect on July 6, according
to a statement from the
U.S. Trade Representati-
ve, which didn’t specify a
time. China’s response of
additional tariffs on U.S.
goods will become effecti-
ve “immediately” thereaf-
ter. If the U.S. tariffs come
in at midnight Friday U.S.
time, that’s midday Friday
in Beijing.
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PetroChina Co. was the
biggest drag on the Shan-
ghai Composite Index,
falling 0.8 percent. Bank
of Beijing Co. led declines
by smaller banks. Indus-
trial & Commercial Bank
of China Ltd. and Bank
of China Ltd. weighed
on the Hang Seng Index
after going ex-dividend,
while Macau casino sto-
cks including Sands Chi-
na Ltd. and Galaxy En-
tertainment Group Ltd.
extended declines from
earlier in the week when
data showed June reve-
nue missed expectations.
Bloomberg
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Thal

billionaire’s

retail unit eyes China,
India expansion

Anuchit Nguyen
HAI billionaire
Dhanin  Chearava-

nont’s retail subsi-

diary CP All Pdl is
considering an expansion of
wholesale operations in China
and India to tap the might of
consumers in the world’s mos-
t-populous nations.

CP All's Chief Financial Offi-
cer Kriengchai Boonpoapichart
said the firm’s cash-and-carry
unit Siam Makro Pcl is stu-
dying opportunities in the two
countries, as well as the pos-
sibility of setting up a store in
Myanmar, having already ope-
ned an outlet in Cambodia.

“Siam Makro is on a new
journey of expanding in over-
seas markets,” Kriengchai said
in an interview at his Bangkok
office on Wednesday. “It will be
a tough and challenging road,
but it’s a good opportunity with
large populations to tap, com-
pared with Thailand’s mature
market.”

Thailand’s billionaire busi-
ness tycoons have stepped up
acquisitions and investments
abroad as an aging population
and increased competition dim
the long-term domestic growth
outlook. Earlier this year, Siam
Makro said it had set up LOTS
Wholesale Solutions in India
and planned to invest more
than 10 billion rupees (USD145
million) over five years.

Siam Makro intends to open
its first store in India soon and
a second outlet in Cambodia,
according to Kriengchai. CP All
acquired Siam Makro for about
$6.1 billion in the country’s big-
gest ever takeover.

“It’s a risky and large invest-
ment for Siam Makro to expand
into new foreign territory,” said
Sasikorn Charoensuwan, the
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7-Eleven Boom

Thailand has the world's second-largest 7-Eleven store network

head of research at Phillip Se-
curities (Thailand) Pcl. “Tt will
take some time to break even as
economies of scale come when
many more stores are opened.”

Shares of CP All and Siam
Makro have dropped less than
2 percent so far this year, while
the benchmark SET Index has
slid about 9 percent.

Dhanin, whose investments
include telecommunication,
agriculture and insurance bu-
sinesses in Thailand, China and
other countries, has net worth
of $4.2 billion, according to
Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

CP All operates more than
10,000 7-Eleven stores in Thai-
land, the most outlets after Ja-
pan, according to 7-Eleven In-
c¢.’s website.

The company plans to spend
about 9 billion baht ($271

million) a year to open at least
700 new 7-Eleven stores, said
Kriengchai. It will stock shelves
with more health and beau-
ty items as income growth is
leading to greater demand for
such products, he said.

Most of the new 7-Eleven sto-
res will be standalone outlets
offering more space for produc-
ts such as medicines and food
items including coffee, part of
a strategy to encourage more
spending, said Kriengchai.

The company is also promo-
ting digital platforms, such as
mobile phone applications,
to satisfy changing consumer
behavior, he said.

CP All is dominant in its retail
sector and there remains room
for the company to add more
outlets, Sasikorn from Phillip
Securities said. Bloomberg
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Singapore says Grab-Uber
hurt consumers

INGAPORE threatened to for-

ce Grab to lower prices and re-
vamp parts of its business, accusing
the ride-hailing company of abusing
its dominance after acquiring Uber
Technologies Inc.’s Southeast Asian
business.

Grab will have to abolish some dri-
ver restrictions, restore pre-merger
pricing formulas and pay unspeci-
fied financial penalties, the Compe-
tition and Consumer Commission
of Singapore said in a statement
yesterday, citing complaints from
riders and drivers. Uber will have
to sell Lion City Rentals to any po-
tential competitor with a reasonable
offer, and not be allowed to sell the
car-rental service for drivers to Grab
without the agency’s approval, the
agency said.

The move comes as Indonesia’s
Go-Jek, a challenger in the ride-hai-
ling and food delivery business in
Southeast Asia, prepares to enter
Singapore and three other markets
in Southeast Asia, escalating com-
petition with arch-rival Grab. Uber
agreed to sell its Southeast Asian
operations to Grab in March, getting
a 27.5 percent stake in Grab as part
of the deal. While the agreement was
part of a broader push by Uber to
get out of money-losing operations
ahead of a planned initial public of-
fering in 2019, any changes to it cou-
1d potentially impact Uber’s plans.

“The current situation is classic re-
sults of a monopoly,” said Zafar Mo-
min, associate professor at Nanyang
Technological University in Singa-
pore. “The regulator is concerned
about Lion City Rentals because it’s
quite big and this will really fortify
Grab’s monopolistic situation and
give few choices to drivers. This bo-
des well for Go-Jek.”

Grab responded by saying it disa-
greed with the watchdog’s assess-
ment of the market, arguing that it
isn’t the only player in ride-hailing
and that regulators hadn’t taken into
account the influx of new players.
“This provisional decision and pro-
posed remedies are overreaching and
go against Singapore’s pro-innova-
tion and pro-business regulations,”
the company said in an emailed sta-
tement. “We will take all appropriate
steps to appeal against this decision.”

The Grab-Uber deal was aided by
the deep pockets of SoftBank Group
Corp. In January, SoftBank Vision
Fund, with almost USD10oo0 billion
to spend, closed a deal to take a 15
percent stake in Uber. Prior to the
Grab-Uber merger, Uber sold its bu-
siness in China to Didi Chuxing and
negotiated a similar move in Russia.

“CCCS has provisionally found that
the Transaction has removed com-
petition between Grab and Uber,
which were each other’s closest com-
petitor,” the agency said in the state-
ment.

Other proposed remedies include
removal of exclusivity agreements
with drivers and taxi fleets. The agen-
¢y said it’s seeking public feedback
on remedies, and may even require
Uber and Grab to unwind the tran-
saction unless “public feedback con-
firms remedies are sufficient.” The
two ride-hailing companies have 15
working days to respond, CCCS said.

Uber’s Lion City Rentals has a fleet
of about 14,000 vehicles in the ci-
ty-state. ComfortDelGro Corp., Sin-
gapore’s largest taxi company, in
December 2017 struck a deal to buy
51 percent of Lion City Rentals. But
the transaction collapsed following
Grab’s merger with Uber three mon-
ths later. Bloomberg

Honored Company; Best Investor bines a hotel and resi-

MGM CHINA AWARDED AS ‘MOST NOVOTEL OPENS 500TH HOTEL IN SEOUL

HONORED COMPANY’

MGM China has been recogni-
zed as “Most Honored Company”
by financial publication Institutional
Investor for the fourth consecutive
year in the 2018 All-Asia Executi-
ve Team survey.

The Macau-based team was
awarded a total of 15 awards in
all-polled categories under the Ga-
ming & Lodging sector, the gaming
operator noted in a statement.

The awards include the Most

Relations Program — First Place
Nominated by the Sell Side; Best
Corporate Govemance — Third
Place; Best ESG SRI Metrics —
Third Place; and Best Analyst Day
—Second Place.

Grant Bowie was awarded the
Best CEO — First Place Nomina-
ted by the Sell Side, while Hubert
Wang was second place as Best
CFO and Sidney Luk won first pla-
ce as Best IR Professional.

Bowie, the CEO and executi-
ve director of MGM China said,
“The opening of MGM Cotai re-
presents a milestone and a real
game changer for us as well as
the market and we will continue to
serve the investor community with
our remarkable IR practice.”

Featuring 523 rooms
with digital equipment
and design, the Novotel
Hotel is located within
close proximity to his-
torical sites including
Heunginjimun, one of
the “Eight Gates of
Seoul” dating back to
the 14th century.

“The opening of Novo-
tel Ambassador Seoul
Dongdaemun Hotels &
Residences heralds an
era of new beginnings
for the Novotel brand
with the property’s first
mixed- use flagship
development that com-

dences,” said Patrick
Basset, chief operating
officer of AccorHotels,
Upper Southeast and
Northeast Asia.

Designed with “space
within a space” concept,
natural Korean flamed-
finish granite stone is
featured throughout
its floorings and walls.
which combine the use
of natural timber, Accor
Hotels said in a state-
ment.

A motif of iconic Heu-
nginjimun  leaves is
found throughout the
hotel, guest rooms and
bathroom doors.
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SANDS EXPANDS

Hot new brands make their Macao debut alongside much-loved labels and fresh restaurant
concepts with the launch of Sands Cotai Centrals Phase 4, Head down to the enhanced

Shoppes at Cotal Central to enjoy all it naw has to offer.
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FRESH FASHION AND
FABULOUS FOOD

Sands Cotal Central Phase 4 has just launched,
bringing an additional 100,000 square feat of
retail space to'Macae, Including new-to-market
brands and an Apple store. Fashicnistas will
love Levi's, Timbetland, Boy London, Zaxy and

Bauhaus, whila sporty sauls should head on down 1o Calvin
Klein Performance, MLB and The Morth Face. Sands Cotai Central also
welcomes Esprit, Guess, Florsheim and Baubaus, among others, As well as
adding more than 25 stores, new restaurants including Portuguese eatery
Chiade and the acclaimed Crystal Jade La Mian Xiao Long Bac are now

open and guaranteed to delight food lovers.

FOLLOAY S ON “ facabock comiSandsShoppesbMacan | @m bafshoppescatal
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Mobike to refund

user deposits in effort
to win market share

OBIKE, one of the pioneers

of China’s bicycle-sharing
craze, is scrapping a key part of its
business by dropping the need for
deposits amid fierce competition
to win users.

Existing customers will get their
deposits back as the company
adds electric-bikes to its fleet in
China and overseas, the Beijing-
based company said in a state-
ment Thursday. Mobike is making
the moves as it fends off rivals ba-
cked by Alibaba Group Holding
Ltd. and Ant Financial.

The changes come as Mobike
is integrated into the platform
of online services giant Meituan
Dianping platform, which bought
the startup for USD3.4 billion in
April. With more than 200 million
registered users and a request that
each pay a 299 yuan ($45) depo-
sit, there has been speculation the
company was sitting on billions of
dollars worth of customer cash.
Given promotions and waivers,
the actual total that has been
collected and will be returned is
about 1 billion yuan, according to
a person familiar with the matter
who asked not to be identified.

Mobike decided to drop deposi-
ts across its business after tests in
about 100 markets led to a signi-
ficant boost in users. The refunds
will be given back within two to
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seven days of being requested, it
said. The electric-bikes have a top
speed of 20 kilometers per hour
and can travel about 70 kilometers
after each charge.

China’s bike wars kicked off
about three years ago when Ofo,
which is now backed by Alibaba,
and Mobike began putting two-
wheelers on streets across China.
The dockless system, that lets
them be dropped almost anywhe-
re, proved popular and led to the
emergence of rivals including
HelloBike.

Mobike yesterday also unveiled
a recycling program to offset the
enormous growth of its fleet. It
said it'd ensure that all parts of its
bikes are re-used as either compo-
nents of new vehicles or raw mate-
rials. Bloomberg

Executive’s death risks
more turbulence at HNA

E turmoil deepened at HNA
Group Co., the Chinese conglo-
merate that’s been selling billions
of dollars in assets to stay afloat,
after its No. 2 executive died while
touring southeastern France.

Co-Chairman Wang Jian, who
helped found the group more than
two decades ago, fell from a hei-
ght of about 15 meters on Tuesday
while having his photograph taken
in the village of Bonnieux, a police
officer said, adding that the death
wasn’t viewed as suspicious. HNA
declined to comment beyond
saying the 57-year-old, in France
on business, died after an acciden-
tal fall in Provence.

Wang’s sudden death comes as
HNA, one of China’s most inde-
bted companies, is undertaking
an urgent restructuring. It was
showing signs of putting its big-
gest problems behind it. People
familiar with the matter said last
month that China’s top leaders
had agreed to help the company,
which couldn’t generate enough
profit in 2017 to pay interest ex-
penses.

Wang was second only to Co-
Chairman Chen Feng within
HNA’s hierarchy, and owned
about 15 percent of the conglo-

merate, making him one of the
group’s biggest shareholders, ac-
cording to HNA’s last update of
its ownership structure. Chen also
holds a 15 percent stake. HNA said
last year that its executives plan
to donate all their shares to the
Cihang charities that own a ma-
jority of HNA should they resign
or die. Eventually, HNA expects
the foundations to own 100 per-
cent of the group, the company
said at the time.

Wang was instrumental during
HNA’s era of empire-building and
its subsequent dismantlement.
The company, which once sym-
bolized China’s insatiable appe-
tite for global assets, has since
reversed course by selling more
than USDi4 billion of buildings
and shares this year, including its
multibillion-dollar stake in Hilton
Worldwide Holdings Inc.

Wang lost his balance as he at-
tempted to climb onto a retaining
wall next to a rock at the highest
point in Bonnieux, a scenic village,
said Lieutenant-Colonel Hubert
Meriaux, a police officer in nearby
Avignon. An autopsy conducted
Wednesday morning didn’t reveal
anything suspicious in his death,
he said. Bloomberg
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Beijing’s bravado belies worries
over trade clashes with US

Christopher Bodeen, Joe Mcdonald

HINA says it’s girded

for a trade war with

the U.S. and can give

as good as it gets, but
behind the official bravado lies
a deep unease over trade friction
with Washington.

“There are those who believe
the U.S. must lose and China
must win,” Li Xiao, a leading
economics professor, said in
a commencement speech last
weekend at northern China’s Ji-
lin University.

“I think this is wishful thinking
that defies common sense,” Li
said in remarks that circulated
widely online this week, praised
as a reality check as the world’s
two largest economies stood rea-
dy to exchange tit-for-tat tariffs
on tens of billions of dollars of
each other’s goods starting Fri-
day.

China has said it will fire back
with corresponding tariffs if
the U.S. follows through on its
threat to impose 25 percent du-
ties on USD34 billion in Chinese
products. All told, U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump has said he
is prepared to levy higher taxes
on up to $450 billion in Chinese
imports, or nearly 9o percent of
the goods China shipped to the
United States last year.

Taking a defiant stance, the
Chinese Commerce Ministry on
yesterday rejected “threats and
blackmail.”

“China will not bow in the face
of threats and blackmail, nor will
it be shaken in its resolve to de-
fend global free trade,” said mi-
nistry spokesman Gao Feng at a
news conference.

“China will never fire the first
shot,” Gao said. “However, if the
United States adopts taxation
measures, China will be forced
to fight back to defend the core
interests of the nation and the
interests of the people.”

The trade dispute has roiled
the stock market, where the ben-
chmark Shanghai Composite

INNOVATION

Top EV maker starts battery
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A man sits on a promotional gimmick in the form of a bomb and the U.S. flag outside a U.S. apparel shop in Beijing

index has tumbled 12 percent in
the past two weeks. Longer-term
trends are a factor, but uncer-
tainty over trade is taking a toll,
analysts say.

Some prominent Chinese ex-
perts say Beijing may have mis-
calculated the pain the U.S.
tariffs could inflict on export
manufacturers’ already razor-
thin margins, and overplayed its
hand.

“I strongly urge the Chinese
government to fully estimate the
negative impact of the trade war
on the Chinese economy and
adopt practical and pragmatic
measures to avoid or mitigate a
trade war,” Yu Zhi, a professor at
Shanghai University of Finance
and Economics, said in an inter-
view.

The first stage of tariffs that tar-
get mostly Chinese technology
exports may be manageable, Yu
said, but if Trump imposes the
full scope of tariffs he has threa-
tened to use exporters will see
their profits dwindle. That cou-
1d lead to politically unpalatable
job losses.

Chinese exporters of tools, ligh-
ting and appliances say U.S. or-
ders have shrunk as customers
wait to see what will happen to
prices.

Ningbo Top East Technology
Co., which makes soldering irons
in Ningbo, south of Shanghai,

used to export 30 percent of its
output to the United States, ac-
cording to its general manager,
Tong Feibing. He said American
orders have fallen 30 to 50 per-
cent compared with a year ago.

The company wants customers
to split the cost of the tariff hike,
but few are willing, said Tong.

“There is a chance the company
will lose money and might go
bankrupt,” said Tong. “I will do
whatever I can, including layof-
fs.”

The size of the Chinese trade
surplus with the U.S. limits Bei-
jing’s ability to inflict damage on
American exports by a factor of
almost three to one. China’s im-
ports from the United States last
year totaled $153.9 billion, well
short of Trump’s $450 billion
target.

But officials in Beijing say Chi-
na is prepared to do what’s nee-
ded to safeguard its national
interests. Editorials in the sta-
te-controlled media speak of the
folly of the Trump administra-
tion’s attempt to extract conces-
sions via higher tariffs, warning
that will hurt U.S. economic in-
terests while strengthening Chi-
na’s domestic industries.

“Washington cannot contain
China’s growth through a trade
war,” read the headline of an
editorial yesterday in the Global
Times, a party newspaper.

“If the US is determined to es-
calate conflicts with China, then
so be it. Perhaps the Trump ad-
ministration can only clear its
mind after a fight.”

In fighting back, China could
impose onerous regulatory and
bureaucratic hurdles on U.S.
companies’ Chinese operations.
Beijing has used such tactics in
dustups with various countries,
including South Korea, Australia
and Norway.

The tariffs come at a time,
however, of slowing growth and
rising debt in China after more
than three decades of nearly
uninterrupted expansion.

“A hit to China’s exports wou-
1d act as an additional drag on
an economy that already shows
signs of losing some growth mo-
mentum,” said Eswar Prasad, a
professor of trade policy at Cor-
nell University.

The economy held steady, ex-
panding at a 6.8 percent annual
pace during the first quarter of
this year, but manufacturing
activity shows signs of slowing.
Even though exports contri-
bute less than 1 percent of an-
nual growth, they still support
millions of manufacturing jobs.

Any dramatic decline in ex-
ports would pose a challenge for
President Xi Jinping given that
the ruling Communist Party’s
claim to power is largely based

on its ability to deliver improved
living standards and uphold na-
tional prestige.

Chinese consumers and busi-
nesses will bear the brunt as pri-
ces rise thanks to higher tariffs.

For medical student Yang Di,
higher tariffs could mean much
higher costs for biomedical su-
pplies from the U.S.

That would slow his research.
“So, in general, it would have
a great impact on China,” said
Yang, a student at Shanghai’s
Jiaotong University. “Even if
you force domestic technology
companies [to improve], it may
take a while for them to adapt.”

Xi has vowed to guide China’s
rise as a modern superpower in
what he calls the “great rejuve-
nation of the Chinese nation”
based on the state-led industrial
policy that is at the heart of the
trade and technology disputes
with Washington.

He’s sure to steer clear of any
obvious backtracking that might
make him look weak.

ad
| strongly urge
the Chinese
government to
fully estimate
the negative
impact of the
trade war on
the Chinese
economy.

YU ZHI

SHANGHAI UNIVERSITY

Still, a trade war would likely
distract from China’s efforts to
expand its diplomatic, economic
and military footprints abroad,
notably through Xi’s signature
“Belt and Road” involving $1
trillion in investments in infras-
tructure projects across Asia and
beyond.

“An open trade war with the
U.S., which now seems immi-
nent, would put a damper on
China’s push to straighten up its
economy and to increase its glo-
bal economic and geopolitical
influence,” Prasad said. AP

-swap service to lure users

EIJING Electric Vehi-

cle Co., the Chinese
electric-car maker prepa-
ring for a stock-market lis-
ting, is starting a battery-
swap service to reduce
customers’ range anxiety
and keep up with similar
offerings from rivals.

The company will sell a
version of its EV300 com-
pact car for 79,800 yuan
(USD12,000) that allows

users to change battery
as often as they want for a
monthly fee of 432 yuan,
Zheng Gang, general ma-
nager of BJEV, as the unit
of BAIC Group is known,
said on the outskirts of
Beijing on Thursday.
BJEV, China’s biggest
maker of pure electric cars,
and rivals such as BYD Co.
and NIO are bringing out
new models and services

at an accelerating pace to
lure buyers in the world’s
biggest and most compe-
titive market for alterna-
tive-energy vehicles. The
country is set to maintain
its position as the largest
producer of electric vehi-
cles, accounting for 59
percent of global sales by
2020 and 55 percent by
2025, JPMorgan Chase &
Co. projects.

BJEV plans to set up 100
battery-swap stations in
Beijing this year, and one
change operation lasts 2
minutes and 46 seconds,
according to the company.
As part of the new pro-
gram, BJEV gives users
an option to sell their car
back at half of the original
price within three years.

Companies  including
NIO offer similar services.

Owners of the NIO ES8
can change batteries at
special service stations in
three minutes or use the
services of “Power Mo-
bile” vehicles that travel
to motorists to recharge
their cars.

NIO plans to build more
than 1,100 power-swap
stations in China by 2020
and have more than 1,200
“Power Mobile” service

vehicles. A battery-swap
station can be assembled
within a day. The car-
maker will also offer other

free services including
road rescue.
BAIC Group is in the pro-

cess of listing BJEV on the
stock exchange, and the
shares are set to start tra-
ding in about two months,
BAIC Chairman Xu Heyi
said in June. Bloomberg



10 months on, the babies of
Rohingya rape survivors arrive

Kristen Gelineau, Ukhiya

UCKED away in the sha-

dows of her family’s bam-
boo shelter, the girl hid from
the world. She was 13, and she
was petrified. Two months ear-
lier, soldiers had broken into her
home back in Myanmar and ra-
ped her, an attack that drove her
and her terrified family over the
border to Bangladesh. Ever sin-
ce, she had waited for her period
to arrive. Gradually, she came to
realize that it would not.

For the girl, a Rohingya Mus-
lim who agreed to be identified
by her first initial, A, the preg-
nancy was a prison she was des-
perate to escape. The rape itself
had destroyed her innocence.
But carrying the baby of a Bud-
dhist soldier could destroy her
life.

More than 10 months have
passed since Myanmar’s securi-
ty forces launched a sweeping
campaign of rape and other bru-
talities against the Rohingya,
and the babies conceived during
those assaults have been born.
For many of their mothers, the
births have been tinged with
fear — not only because the in-
fants are reminders of the hor-
rors they survived, but because
their community often views
rape as shameful, and bearing a
baby conceived by Buddhists as
sacrilege.

Theirs is a misery spoken of
only in murmurs. Some ended
their pregnancies early by taking
cheap abortion pills available
throughout the camps. Others
agonized over whether to give
their unloved babies away. One
woman was so worried about
her neighbors discovering her
pregnancy that she suffered si-
lently through labor in her shel-
ter, stuffing a scarf in her mouth
to swallow her screams.

In Bangladesh’s overcrowded
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“S” holds her baby boy as she sits in her shelter in Balukhali refugee camp in Bangladesh

refugee camps, A knew that hi-
ding her pregnancy would be
difficult and hiding a wailing
newborn impossible.

She worried that giving birth
to this child would leave her so
tainted that no man would ever
want her as his wife. Her mother
took her to a clinic for an abor-
tion. But A was so frightened by
the doctor’s description of possi-
ble side effects that she thought
she would die.

And so she retreated to her
shelter, where she tried to fla-
tten her growing belly by wra-
pping it in tight layers of scar-
ves. She hid there for months,
emerging only to use the latrine
a few meters away.

There was nothing to do but
wait with dread for the baby
who symbolized the pain of an
entire people to arrive.

For the women who became
pregnant during last year’s wave
of attacks in Myanmar, to speak
the truth is to risk losing every-
thing. Because of that, no one
knows how many rape survivors
have given birth. But given the
vastness of the sexual violence

— as documented in an investi-
gation by The Associated Press
— relief groups had braced for a
spike in deliveries and scores of
abandoned babies.

By June, though, the birth rate
in medical clinics had remai-
ned relatively steady, and only a
handful of babies have been fou-
nd left behind. Aid workers sus-
pected that many women had
tried to hide their pregnancies,
avoiding doctors

“I'm sure many have also died
during the pregnancy or during
the delivery,” says Medecins
Sans Frontieres midwife Danie-
la Cassio, a sexual violence spe-
cialist.

Yet sprinkled throughout the
camps, you will find women
who have grown weary of the
silence. Ten such women and
girls agreed to interviews with
the AP. They consented to be
identified in this story by their
first initials only, citing fear of
retaliation from Myanmar’s mi-
litary.

H, who had an abortion, was
once so ashamed of her preg-
nancy that she told no one. In

Myanmar, where the Rohin-
gya people have few rights and
Rohingya women even less, she
had no voice. But here, she says,
she feels she can finally speak.
“I don’t want to hide anymore,”
she says.

The monsoon rains thunde-
ring down on the roof of A’s
shelter threaten to drown out
her words. Her voice still has a
childlike softness, and when she
speaks of the soldiers who raped
her, it fades to a whisper.

Already, several men once in-
terested in marrying her have
walked away when they’ve lear-
ned about the attack. And yet,
with her parents’ blessing, she
leans in close to share her story.

“I want justice,” she says.
“That’s why I'm talking to you.”

One day in May, after months
of isolation, her contractions be-
gan. She was still a child herself,
overwhelmed with uncertainty
over what to expect. And she
cringed at the thought of what
others would say.

For hours, she labored on the
dirt floor of her shelter, until at
last, she pushed out a baby girl.
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She looked down at the infant
and began to shake. Gazing at
her child, she saw beauty. But
she also saw pain. She knew she
could not keep the girl.

Her father hurried to a clinic
run by a relief group and asked
them to take the baby away. An
aid worker soon arrived to re-
trieve the infant.

Even though
| got this
baby from the
Buddhists,

| love her.
Because |
carried her for

nine months.
VICTIM

She kissed her daughter’s head
and tiny hands. And then she
tearfully handed the baby over.

She doesn’t know who is caring
for her baby now, but groups like
Save the Children and UNICEF
have found Rohingya families
willing to take in such children.
The organizations have placed
around ten babies with new
families, says Krissie Hayes, a
child protection in emergencies
specialist with UNICEF.

Sometimes, she says, an aid
worker stops by the shelter to
show her photos of her daugh-
ter.

“Even though I got this baby
from the Buddhists, I love her,”
she says. “Because I carried her
for nine months.” For her, gi-
ving the baby away was the right
decision. It was the only deci-
sion.

But she aches for her still. AP

Nuclear agency urges measures to cut plutonium stocks

APAN’S nuclear po-

licy-setting body yes-
terday endorsed a call for
stricter management of its
fuel recycling program to
reduce its plutonium sto-
ckpile.

The annual “nuclear
white paper” approved by
the Atomic Energy Com-
mission is a response to
intensifying pressure from
Washington as it pursues
denuclearization in North
Korea. It says Japan’s fuel
recycling program shou-
Id minimize the amount

of plutonium extracted
from spent fuel for reu-
se in power generation to
eventually reduce the sto-
ckpile.

Japan has pledged trans-
parency and pledged not
to possess plutonium that
does not have a planned
use, but the promise in-
creasingly sounds empty
because of the slow res-
tarts of Japanese reactors
that burn plutonium amid
setbacks from the 2011
Fukushima disaster.

Though Japanese offi-

cials deny any possible
misuse of the material and
reprocessing technology,
the large stockpile of plu-
tonium that can make ato-
mic bombs also raises se-
curity concerns as the U.S.
wants North Korea to get
rid of its nuclear weapons.

Commission chairman
Yoshiaki Oka said Japan’s
effort to tackle its pluto-
nium stockpile undersco-
res its commitment to a
peaceful nuclear program
and takes into conside-
ration the importance of

maintaining “relationship
of trust with the U.S.”

The commission is com-
piling guidelines to better
manage and reduce the
plutonium stockpile. Mea-
sures would include some
government oversight in
setting a cap on pluto-
nium reprocessing and a
study into how to steadily
reduce the plutonium pro-
cessed abroad.

Japan has nearly 47 tons
of plutonium — 10 tons
at home and the rest in
France and Britain, where

spent fuel from Japanese
nuclear plants has been
reprocessed because Ja-
pan is not able to repro-
cess it into plutonium-ba-
sed MOX fuel at home.
The total amount is
enough to make 6,000
atomic bombs, thou-
gh officials at Japan’s
Rokkasho reprocessing
plant denies any risk of
proliferation, saying all
plutonium is stored safely
and closely monitored by
the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

After years of delay due
to technical issues, the
Rokkasho plant is in the fi-
nal stages of safety appro-
vals by the regulators
ahead of its planned laun-
ch in 2021, but critics say
that starting up the plant
only adds to the problem.

The report says burning
plutonium in 16-18 con-
ventional reactors is “the
only realistic method” in
Japan to effectively consu-
me plutonium. Only about
1 ton of plutonium was
burned last year. AP
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Tassanee Vejpongsa, Grant Peck

T a gilded temple in

Thailand’s mountai-

nous north, Ekapol

hanthawong honed

a skill that will serve him well

as he sits trapped underground
in a dark cave: meditation.

Before the 25-year-old was a
coach to the young boys on the
Wild Boars soccer team — 12
of whom are trapped along-
side him — he spent a decade
as a saffron-robed Buddhist
monk. He still stays at the tem-
ple from time to time and will
meditate with the monks there
each day.

“He could meditate up to an
hour,” said his aunt, Tham
Chanthawong. “It has defini-
tely helped him and probably
helps the boys to stay calm.”

More than 288 hours have
passed since Ekapol and the
boys got trapped in Tham
Luang Nang Non cave by mon-
soon floodwaters on June 23
after they went exploring. The
group was discovered July 2 af-
ter 10 days totally cut off from
the outside world, and while
they are for the most physically
healthy, experts say the ordeal
has likely taken a mental toll
that could worsen the longer
the situation lasts.

“It’'s very likely that while
the boys were in the cave but
not yet discovered by rescuers
that they experienced various
degrees of anxiety, fear, confu-
sion, vulnerability and depen-
dency, and perhaps hopeless-
ness,” said Paul Auerbach, of
the Department of Emergency
Medicine at Stanford Universi-
ty’s medical school.

Videos taken inside the cave
show the boys, aged 11-16, and
their coach interacting with
Thai navy SEAL divers, who
have been sent in to supply
them, provide medical care
and to keep them company.
Though they are visibly skinny

An International rescue team prepares to enter the cave

Trapped in Thai cave, youngsters
must grapple with stress

and weak, the boys and their
coach appear to be in good spi-
rits, smiling for the camera as
the SEALs crack jokes.

Still the group is unable to
leave and there is no timeline
for their extraction. The only
way out of the cave at this time
would be for the boys to dive
through the same complicated
route of narrow passageways
that their rescuers entered, so-
mething that is extremely dan-
gerous even for expert divers
let alone children with no such
experience. Yet it is something
being considered with storms
on the way that could worsen
the floods.
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Adolescents are
especially social
creatures, and
having friends
with them as
well as their
coach would be
a tremendous
help.

DAVID SPIEGEL
PROFESSOR OF PSYCHIATRY

Cave rescue experts have said
it could be safest to simply su-
pply the boys where they are
for now, and wait for the water
to go down either naturally or
by pumping. That could take
months, however, given that

Thailand’s rainy season typi-
cally lasts through October.

“Being discovered was a mo-
ment of elation,” Auerbach
said, “but that is now followed
by the reality that a difficult te-
chnical rescue might be neces-
sary, which carries with it disa-
ppointment for the boys and a
new set of fears.”

Experts say the Wild Boars
come into their situation with
some advantages, including
their youth, their group identi-
ty and, yes, their coach’s expe-
rience with mediation.

“Adolescents are especially
social creatures, and having
friends with them as well as
their coach would be a tremen-
dous help,” said David Spiegel,
a professor of psychiatry and
behavioral sciences at Stanford
University’s medical school.

The boys and their coach
are known to be a tight-knit
group who go on adventures,
including swimming in water-
falls, cycling trips through the
mountains, river rafting and
cave exploring.

Experts say Ekapol’s medita-
tion — a mainstay of the Bud-
dhist faith — likely served the
group well.

“I’d speculate it could be hel-
pful — even if it functioned so-
lely as a way for the children to
feel like their coach was doing
something to help them,” said
Michael Poulin, a professor of
psychology at the State Uni-
versity of New York at Buffalo.
“Feeling loved and cared for is
paramount.”

Spiegel agreed that medita-
tion could help those trapped
manage their mental state,

“allowing their fearful and ne-
gative thoughts to flow throu-
gh them like a storm passing,
rather than fighting their fear.”

Aisha Wiboonrungrueng,
whose 11-year-old son Chanin
is trapped in the cave, has no
doubt that Ekapol’s calm per-
sonality has influenced the
boys’ state of mind.

4 All the
experts agreed
that the group
will continue to
face challenges
even after they
make it out of
the cave

“Look at how calm they were
sitting there waiting. No one
was crying or anything. It was
astonishing,” she said, refer-
ring a video that captured the
moment the boys were found.

Omar Reygadas, who spent
69 days trapped underground
in Chile in 2010 with 32 other
miners, said faith and prayer,
as well as humor were very im-
portant to the miners at times
when they doubted they would
get out.

“They shouldn’t be ashamed
to be scared,” he said of the
boys. “Because we were scared,
too. Our tears also ran. Even as
adult men, we cried.”

If safety concerns force the
boys to stay in the cave for an
extended period, it will be im-

portant to their mental health
for there to be organization
and daily routines, said John
Fairbank, a psychiatry pro-
fessor and co-director of the
UCLA-Duke University Natio-
nal Center for Child Traumatic
Stress.

He said that could include
“daily hygiene routines, regu-
lar meal times, age-appropria-
te cognitive activities, regular
physical exercise to the extent
feasible in limited space, reli-
gious/spiritual practices, and
specific times for daily brie-
fings on their situation and for
communicating with their fa-
milies.”

All the experts agreed that
the group will continue to
face challenges even after they
make it out of the cave.

Thailand’s Department of
Mental Health said hospitals
are making preparations to
care for the boys’ and will mo-
nitor them until their mental
health is fully regained. They
are also working with the fa-
milies to prepare for how to in-
teract with the boys once they
get out, such as not digging for
details about what they endu-
red.

“Their re-entry into the world
outside the cave will predicta-
bly be one of massive attention
from family, friends and the
media,” Auerbach said, noting
it could be overwhelming. “The
world soon loses interest and
moves on to the next story, so
it is extremely important that
these survivors not be forgot-
ten and be closely monitored
so that they can receive the
best possible support.” AP
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Ex-soldiers convicted of
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me | illing singer Victor Jara

written to their

pro-government

principal

complaining that Eva Vergara, Santiago el British dancer Joan Turner
she kept some E Jara.

of them from IGHT retired soldiers = The family managed to
handling cases. have been sentenced to have his body exhumed for

Seven out of the Constitutional Tribunal’s 15 judges
wrote to their head, Julia Przylebska, to complain,
Thursday. It comes on the heels of mass protests against
new legislation that has forced the retirement of some of
Poland’s Supreme Court judges. The judicial overhaul
pushed by the right-wing ruling party, which has
already affected the composition of the Constitutional
Tribunal, has been widely criticized. The European
Union, of which Poland is a member, has open
unprecedented procedures against a perceived erosion
of democracy in Poland. Przylebska insisted she was
following regulations.

18 years in prison for one
of the most emblematic
murders of Chile’s military
dictatorship: the murder of
folk singer Victor Jara and a
government official.

The office of the court sys-
tem announced the ruling
on Tuesday, and it said a
ninth veteran was sentenced
to five years for cover-up.

Jara, a popular singer and
university professor, was a

an autopsy in 2009.

Judge Miguel Vasquez
imposed the sentences on
Hugo Sanchez Marmon-
ti, Raul Jofre Gonzalez,
Edwin Dimter Bianchi, Nel-
son Haase Mazzei, Ernes-
to Bethke Wulf, Juan Jara
Quintana, Hernan Chacon
Soto and Patricio Vasquez
Donoso to 15 years for the
killings and three more for
kidnapping them.

KENYA fervent supporter of Marxist Rolando Melo Silva was
President Salvador Allende 3 . sentenced to five years. The

OWHCI'S Of darn Charged and he was seized only hou- R _ 5 $ sentences can be appealed.

for deaths Of 47 rs after Gen. Augusto Pino- 4 .| Chilean officials are

Kenyan police are charging with manslaughter two
managers of a private farm where a dam burst due to
seasonal rains, flooding a village and killing at least 47
people. The two officials of the Patel Coffee Estates, the
managing director and the general manager, appeared
before a court in the town of Naivasha. The farm is in
Nakuru County in Kenya'’s Rift Valley. Police say the
dam was substandard. The dam’s wall collapsed in May
after heavy rains. Across Kenya, the rains are blamed for
the deaths of 172 people through drowning.
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chet assaulted the presiden-
tial palace and overthrew
Allende on Sept. 11, 1973.
Jara was taken to a sta-
dium, where thousands of
prisoners were being held.
His hands and head were
beaten and he was shot with
at least 44 bullets as a war-
ning to those who challen-
ged Pinochet’s authority.

Allende’s prisons chief Li-
ttre Quiroga also was tor-
tured and killed at the sta-
dium, apparently because
of alleged mistreatment of
an officer who had earlier
attempted a coup.

Jara and Quiroga were
among the earliest of more
than 3,000 suspected leftis-

i%ENTRO(%DICO EDDER
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ts slain during the 1973-90
dictatorship of Gen. Augus-
to Pinochet.

The bodies of the two men

were dumped on a dusty
street near the Metropoli-
tan Cemetery and taken to
the morgue, where someo-
ne recognized Jara and se-
cretly informed his wife, the

seeking the extradition of a
tenth former soldier, retired
Lt. Pedro Barrientos, who
emigrated to Florida and
in 2016 lost a civil damages
suit filed on behalf of Jara’s
family. He has denied any
role in the deaths.

The stadium where Jara
was killed has since been re-
named in his honor. AP
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Migrant workers the key to Russia’s
smooth-running World Cup

Angela Charlton, James Ellingworth

EHIND the veneer
of Russia’s smooth
-running World Cup
are legions of migrant
workers from Central Asia, who
built the stadiums and keep
them running, staff concession
stands, and clean up after fans
who revel through city streets.

They are among millions of mi-
grants who perform menial jobs
across Russia, and face routine
police harassment and ethnic
profiling. They are accused of
depressing wages and plotting
terrorism, yet unlike in Europe
or the U.S., no one talks of buil-
ding a border wall to keep them
out. That’s because they form
a pillar of the economy and aid
Vladimir Putin’s geopolitical
strategy — and without them,
Russia might not have managed
to host a World Cup at all.

As world-class soccer unfolds
in their midst, orange-vested
migrant workers take selfies
with fans and steal glimpses of a
match on a co-worker’s cell pho-
ne, or watch replays on a dor-
mitory TV after a 12-hour shift.
You won’t hear them complain.

“This country took us in, and
gives us work,” said Bobur
Ulashov, who left his village in
southern Uzbekistan five years
ago in search of a job. Today, the
37-year-old sweeps rubbish into
his dented mental dustpan and
plucks beer cups out of bushes
at Moscow’s official World Cup
fan zone.

He has little interaction with
the visiting crowds — “they
see the orange vest and keep
walking,” he shrugs. He doesn’t
hesitate when asked who he’s
rooting for. “Russia. Who else?”

Russia provides work to people

like Ulashov, who sends $100-
200 home every month to his
6-year-old son, wife, parents
and siblings. And people like
Ulashov provided Russia cheap
labor to prepare for the World
Cup.

“Migrants made up the main
workforce” in the construction
of stadiums and transport in-
frastructure for the tournament,
said Valery Solovei, a professor
at Moscow’s MGIMO foreign
policy institute and an expert on
immigration and nationalism.
“Without migrant workers, Rus-
sia couldn’t have built all these
things so quickly.”

4 Millions of
migrants who
perform menial
jobs across
Russia face
routine police
harassment
and ethnic
profiling

Despite promises by soccer’s
governing body FIFA, the work
wasn’t always safe, or humane.

Building Workers Internatio-
nal says 21 people died on World
Cup construction sites. Human
Rights Watch documented hun-
dreds of complaints from World
Cup workers, finding that many
had no written contract of any
kind, and some were working
in temperatures of minus 25
degrees Celsius with one indoor
break in a nine-hour shift.

“Abuses included non-pay-

ment of wages, significant de-
lays in paying wages, very unsa-
fe working conditions in some
sites, and also retaliation against
workers who complained,” said
Yulia Gorbunova of the group’s
Moscow office.

Russia’s World Cup organizing
committee says it worked with
FIFA on an inspection system
to root out alleged labor viola-
tions, and FIFA said last year
that it had seen a sharp fall in
the “number of issues” at Rus-
sian construction sites after its
inspections. Neither the Russian
organizers nor FIFA provided
figures or details on what they
found, or said whether anyone
was prosecuted.

That’s a concern for Russia’s
workers and for the 2022 Wor-
1d Cup in Qatar , where migrant
workers perform nearly all me-
nial labor and have few legal ri-
ghts.

Migrants staffing Luzhniki Sta-
dium, Moscow’s 81,000-seat
primary venue, insist their con-
ditions are good - 30,000 rubles
(USD470) a month during the
tournament, with one or two
days off per week. But most di-
dn’t want their full names pub-
lished for fear their employers
would punish them.

Gafirjon Kurbonov isn’t afraid
to talk. He helped lay asphalt in
St. Petersburg as Russian cities
cleaned up ahead of the Wor-
1d Cup, and now works as a re-
gistered taxi driver in Moscow.
His wife and two small children
have joined him, and he wants
to settle here.

“Business is good. There are so
many foreign [fans],” he said in
rapid-fire, Tajik-accented Rus-
sian. And after the World Cup
is over? “There will always be
work.”

Even harder than obtaining
working papers and a fair salary
is battling discrimination. Se-
curity officers guarding the me-
tro system systematically single
out Central Asians to check their
bags and documents, ignoring
those with more Slavic features.

Russian authorities have said
identity and bag checks are part
of overall security necessary to
protect the country.
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Without migrant
workers, Russia
couldn’t have
built all these
things so
quickly.

VALERY SOLOVEI
MOSCOW-BASED SCHOLAR

When Russia sank into reces-
sion because of Western sanc-
tions over the annexation of Cri-
mea, Central Asians took blame
for pushing down wages, inciting
terrorism and petty crime.

After a Kyrgyz taxi driver
plowed into pedestrians near
Red Square early in the World
Cup, social networks buzzed with
abusive comments about “guest
workers” who turn to terrorism
— even though Russian authori-
ties insisted it was just an acci-
dent by a sleep-deprived driver.

Central Asian migrant workers
have been linked in the past to Is-
lamic extremism, however. “Sin-
ce they are feeling social pressu-
re, they radicalize,” Solovei said.
Discrimination “spawns a feeling
of protest.”

Yet when nationalist politi-
cians campaign to impose visas
on Central Asians, government
officials balk, fearing that would
cost Russia its influence in the
strategic region. And the debate
quickly dies down.

Russia has proportionately
more migrant workers than any
country in Europe, Solovei said
— some 6 million according to
official statistics, 10 or 11 million
according to unofficial estima-
tes. Most come from the for-
mer Soviet republics of Central
Asia — ancient Silk Road towns
of Uzbekistan, impoverished
valleys of Tajikistan on the Af-
ghan border.

Some settle in Russia and
become a part of the fabric of
multi-ethnic cities like Moscow.
Others remain guest workers for
the long term, returning home
every year for weeks or months
at a time — and supplying re-
mittances that make up a subs-
tantial chunk of Central Asia’s
national budgets.

A Kyrgyz street sweeper named
Gulnara showed off cell pho-
ne pictures of her young adult
children back home, whom she
hopes to see this summer. That
helps her face the challenge of
cleaning the mess left by soccer
fans on historical streets near
Red Square.

At the St. Petersburg stadium,
a maintenance worker waited
shyly in a corridor as fans pou-
red out of the first-round mat-
ch between Russia and Egypt.
Seeing the jubilant Russian fa-
ces, he guessed that the home
team had won, but had to ask a
passerby the score.

Fixing tiles just about 10 me-
ters from the stands, he had no
idea what had transpired insi-
de. AP
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IMUNICH OFFICIALS WANT TRAIN STATION
TO HAVE AIR TAXI PARKING

A group of city counselors in Munich say they want the
southern German city’s main train station to have a lan-
ding pad for flying taxis.

Five city council members from the Christian Social
Union party submitted a motion Wednesday calling on rail
company Deutsche Bahn to consider the space needed
for the small, drone-like passenger aircraft in its plans for
a future redesign of the station.

In their motion, they write that “it is to be expected that
within a few years technology will have advanced so far
that flying taxis can be used to transport people.”

The party, which has a majority across Bavaria but is in
opposition in the state capital’s assembly, has recently
been championing the idea of flying taxis as a future
means of travel.

Poinema vill

CINETEATRO
05-11JUL

ANT-MAN AND THE WASP

Rroom 1

2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm

Director: Peyton Reed

Starring: Paul Rudd, Evangeline Lilly, Michael Douglas
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 118min

SHOPLIFTERS
ROOM 2

2:30, 4:45, 9:30pm

Director: Kore-eda Hirokazu

Starring: Lily Franky, Ando Sakura, Matsuoka Mayo
Language: Japanese (Chinese & English)
Duration: 121min

OCEAN'’S EIGHT

ROOM 2

7:30pm

Director: Gary Ross

Starring: Sandra Bullock, Cate Blanchett, Anne Hathway
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 110min

ESCAPE PLAN 2: HADES

room 3

2:30, 9:30pm

Director: Steven C.Miller

Starring: Sylvester Stallone, Dave Bautista, Huang XiaoMing
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 96min

JURASSIC WORLD: FALLEN KINGDOM
Room 3

4:30, 7:00pm

Director: J.A. Bayona

Starring: Chris Pratt, Bryce Dallas Howard, BD Wong
Language: English (Chinese)

Duration: 135min

this day in history

1997 MARS BUGGY STARTS
EXPLORING RED PLANET

Nasa scientists have freed a robot from the space probe
Mars Pathfinder, allowing it to begin its exploration of the
Red Planet at last.

The rover, known as Sojourner, has been stuck on Pathfin-
der since its successful landing on Mars two days ago.

It is the first time a man-made craft has travelled over the
surface of another planet.

Pathfinder quickly sent back the evidence: an image of the
Martian surface showing the tracks made by Sojourner’s six
studded titanium wheels.

The problem began when a partially-deflated airbag blo-
cked Sojourner’s way out of Pathfinder. Then the computers
on board the probe and the rover failed to talk to each other.

Finally, at 0646 BST (0546 GMT) there was a breakthrough.

Flight director Chris Salvo announced to the waiting team
at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California: “Six wheels on
the ground.”

There was an ecstatic cheer from the 70-strong team. But
they will now have to wait another day for the first high-reso-
lution pictures because an hour after the vehicle moved off
the ramp, the sun went down and the rover was left parked
until the next Martian morning.

The Sojourner is a tiny robot, about the size of a bread-bin
and weighing just 22 Ibs (10 kg). It travels on six wheels, each
of which can move independently to cope with the uneven
Martian terrain.

Most of the power is provided by solar cells on the roof, and
there is also a battery power pack for backup.

It is controlled remotely from California, millions of miles
away.

The Pathfinder probe had a near-perfect landing on 4 July
- America’s Independence Day - in the Ares Vallis, an ancient
channel on Mars that may once have held water.

The first reading sent back was of the temperature - a free-
zing minus 93 degrees C.

The probe has also sent back some astounding pictures of
the barren, rock-strewn surface.

It showed massive dust storms in the pink Martian sky, one
raging just 600 miles (950 km) south of the landing site.

The mission is being followed avidly by millions on the inter-
net through the official Mars Pathfinder website.

There is particular interest in what it may find following the
controversial announcement by Nasa last August that it had
found evidence of life in a Martian meteorite.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

Although Sojourner was designed to operate for just one week, in
fact it kept exploring Mars for nearly three months.

It covered more than 50,000 square yards (42,000 square metres)
of territory around Pathfinder’s landing site and sent back 550 im-
ages of the Martian surface. Pathfinder itself also took thousands of
pictures.

They revealed new information about geological features on Mars
and provided compelling evidence that the planet once contained
liquid water and was warm and wet, like the Earth.

The Mars Global Surveyor, which arrived in September 1997, was
also a success, providing tantalising hints of possible water beneath
the surface.

However, the next missions, Mars Climate Orbiter and the Mars
Polar Lander in 1999, were costly failures, putting the future of Mars
exploration in doubt.

Then in 2001, the Mars Odyssey revived Nasa’s fortunes with a
remarkable geological map of the planet which transformed our
knowledge of what Mars is made of.

The European Space Agency put the Mars Express into orbit around
Mars in December 2003.

In 2004, Nasa’s Mars rovers, Spirit and Opportunity, discovered
compelling evidence for the prolonged presence of water on the
planet’s surface.
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OUR STARS

v Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

After a lot of recent socializing, you
are finally getting the chance to
spend some quality time on your
own. You may think you still want
to be out and about enjoying the
wild life today.

Gemini

May 21-Jun. 21

It's time to do a little personal
inventory on your life. Friends,
family, romance, work goals ... it's
important right now for you to take
note of the objective facts about
your personal reality.

Leo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Follow the recent advice a friend
or family member gave you - and
polish up your diplomacy skills.
The spotlight will be shining
brightly on you at some point
during this day.

n Libra

|
Sep.23-Oct. 22

There might be a bit of a playful
power play going on early in the day
- how you approach it will greatly
influence the rest of your day, so give
solid thought to whether or not you
want to fight for what you believe in.

} Sagittarius

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

The good news is, you can easily
put yourself into a different frame
of mind by putting yourself into a
different situation. If long distance
travel isn't possible, go for a walk
alone in a different part of town.

A Aquarius
A

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

Today, after all the morning's
activities wind down, you might get
a strong sense that something new is
beginning. There is real renewal in the
air right now, and you can easily grab
some of it to get your own thing going.

8 Taurus

April 20-May 20

Turning away from the rat race
will also let you refocus on your
personal  goals; remembering
special memories will buoy your
confidence and spark some much-
needed inspiration.

6 Cancer

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

So today, climb up on a rooftop
and shout out to the world about
your latest accomplishment (or
just send a tactfully worded email,
whichever seems more practical).
Start tooting your own horn!

Virgo

Aug. 23-Sept. 22

If you have any travel or complicated
plans coming up soon, today would be
a great time to complete the details.
It is important for you to nail down
your schedules, dates and reservation
confirmations as soon as you can.

“l" Oct. 23 - Nov. 21

Today will be a lesson in flexibility.
Transformations can be amazing
things, but they can also be
frustrating things - after all, when
everything around you changes, it
can be difficult to adjust.

g Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Planning is not always glamorous or
exciting, but it's necessary for just
about everything you want to do in
life. There will be a bit of a schedule
crunch, so putting some time into
planning your day will pay off.

} E Feb.19-Mar. 20

Spending some time by yourself
will help you focus on the things
that really matter and that will last.
So today finding the time to get
away from the rest of the world will
be in your best interest.

Scorpio

Capricorn

Pisces

1- Mob boss; 5- Misbehave; 10- Pessimist's word; 14- Son of ___;

15- Connected series of rooms; 16- End in ___

" ANOTHER REASON T LOVE
FALL IS IT'S THE TIME TO
HARVEST THE BEST APPLES

FOR APPLE PIES!

4

I

r’kﬂdu‘rn ID;J.? WA, BOC0 C5. caty he-born-loser

WHEN T WAS
AKID, T

USEDTD
MELT A

F
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WHAT=DIDNT YOU HAVE
HAMBURGERSTO PUT ITON?

© 2017 UFS, Dhist. by Andress Mehdeel for UFS

(draw); 17- Ladder step; 18-

Macho types; 19- Hayworth or Moreno; 20- Snappy comebacks; 22- Disperse;

g SLICE OF C
CHEESE ON
TOP OF My " |
SLICE OF ﬂ
APPLE PIE ! 15 Feed| |
MIN MAX CONDITION
Easy Easy+
1 9 5 2 7 & Beijing 24 33 thundershower/cloudy
53 1 | 3 2 Harbin 17 26 cloudy
1 3 8 1 Tianjin 26 33 thundershower/cloudy
I 8 I P 8 Urumgqi 19 30 clear
1 [7 4 1 4 92 Xi'an 21 32 cloudy
2| 2 x Lhasa 14 26 thundershower/shower
9 1 8 T 3 T 2 ] Chengdu 24 32 overcast/shower
&l 4|3 4 9 Chonggqing 25 29 moderate rain/drizzle
3 8 . 5 5 4 Kunming 18 25 shower
Nanjing 25 28 heavy rain
Shanghai 24 28 moderate rain/drizzle
) Wuhan 24 31 drizzle/cloudy
Medlum Hard Hangzhou 27 31 shower/thundershower
5 2 4 1 3 ] Taipei 27 34 overcast/drizzle
| 4 1 B 2|7 Guangzhou 27 34 thundershower
7|3 & Hong Kong 29 32 shower
1 3 ] B
4] 5 1 q 3
3 . 9 4 4 5
9/4)8 6 E Moscow 14 23 drizzle/moderate rain
: [ Frankfurt 19 26 moderate rain/cloudy
! B 5 Paris 18 27 overcast/cloudy
London 14 25 cloudy/clear
New York 24 29 drizzle

SEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

€
8
8
24- Neighbor of Syr.; 25- One ___ million; 26- A lobe or full type of assault; 30- 2 999 28 939 939/ 2828 3283
Sad poet; 34- Do a number; 35- Fenced areas; 37- It is in Spain; 38- Get thee ___ 8 .
nunnery; 39- Golf gadget; 40- Small batteries; 41- Comics canine; 43- Device with o Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
88 keys; 45- Suffix with concession; 46- Relate; 48- Big consumer; 50- Building 4 .
annex; 51- Kung ___ chicken; 52- Gaily; 56- Noisiest; 60- ___ Bator, Mongolia; 'ﬁ (Open Ilne) 993 - Report 1000
61- Donkeys; 63- Primordial giant in Norse myth; 64- Role for Ingrid; 65- Farm -g : .
birds; 66- Egypt's river; 67- Not imaginary; 68- Messed up; 69- Actress Sommer; 2 PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
B 1] =
o
Down: 1- Singer Vikki; 2- Shivering fit; 3- Football kick; 4- Continuing; 5- Smokers a 28 573 333 28 716 081
receptacle; 6- Billiard implements; 7- Russert of "Meet the Press"; 8- Salt Lake 8
City collegians; 9- Writing implements; E Customs 28 559 944
10- Transport cost; 11- Bickering; 12- @AGHEGEVEEWNITN] s
TV's "Nick at ___"; 13- Shred; 21- Queue ST T . ) . J. Hospital 28 313 731
after Q; 23- "Wheel of Fortune" buy; 1 P | ; T : : z S.J OSpta 831373
26- Camera setting; 27- ___ Janeiro; | 1 ¢ lalu o
28- Studio sign; 29- Caesar's tongue; 30- .. Talc Tl la o 28371333
Perfect places; 31- Let me repeat...; 32- | Talsull - . .
Blank look; 33- Stun gun; 36- 'Michael B [ lelals - Commission Against
Collins" actor; 42- Endless; 43- Plunder; |a w|ile |m] i Mlale o 1aa (5o .
44- Against; 45- Soothing to the mind; 47- | 5_a | m Ie] olm|a Con‘uptlon (CCAC) 28326 300
Clay today; 49- ___ de Cologne; 52- The |Als ® 1 .“*" s o Bl s
Ghost and Mrs. ___; 53- Glamour rival; |[gZgglsal s & man | 28 387 333
54- Tabula ___; 55- River of Flanders; 56- - L HA f +E # LisiRIGE .
___ majesty; 57- Pianist Gilels; 58- Worm | £ 3 T gt (& LI g L Tourism 28 333 000
fiber; 59- Hammock holder; 62- Sun. :: r-ﬁ ::L“* -“-:-:-'f
speech; ARNN ANDOAR Anne 59 888 88
AD
Choi Long Meng Chui Old Macau, Unique Walk Up The Buckingham, Unit C Violet Court, Hellene Gardens
Taipa Macau Taipa Coloane
FOR SALE 3,398 sq ft/ HKD 21M 950 =q ft./ HKD4.48M 1,186 sq ft / HKD 9.48M 2.530sg ft /HKD 20M
HKD 6,180sq ft HKD 4.715sq ft HKD 7.993sq ft ] HKD ?._9055:4'&
www.JMLFroperty.com Three Bedroom Apartment Three Bedroom Apartment Two Double Bedrooms Beautifully Designed Apartment

FOR RENT

More info, please contact us
Info@JMLproperty.Com

835 2699 Office

Ref: 18045555

Lakeview, Macau
Macau
3 Bedrooms Apariment
Front Balcony
HKD 30,000 /3,430 =q ft
Ref: 18060680

Ref: 18065557

The Buckingham
Taipa
Two double bedroom
Fully Furnished
HKD 15,000 /700 =g ft
Ref: 12060621

Ref: 12025544

Warehouse, Keck Seng
Macau
Third Floor Warehouse
Outdoor Garden
HKD 40,000 /3,755 sq ft
Ref: 18050678

Ref: 18035546

Fountainside
Macau
3 Bedrooms Apariment
Furnished
HKD 25.000/1712=q ft
Ref. 18040677

property
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CYCLING

Froome calls on skeptical fans
to let him ride Tour in peace

Joseph Wilson, France

HRIS Froome has asked

Tour de France fans to let
him race in peace, even if they
doubt the recent ruling that clea-
red him of doping allegations.

The British cyclist has been tar-
geted by spectators in the past.
During the 2015 Tour, he said a
man threw a cup of urine at him
while yelling “doper”.

With the latest edition be-
ginning tomorrow, five days
after the International Cycling
Union finally ruled Froome had
won last year’s Spanish Vuelta
cleanly, the four-time Tour win-
ner offered an alternative way
for skeptical fans to show their
distrust.

“Support the race in a positive
way, don’t bring negativity,” he
said yesterday in western Fran-
ce. “In terms of safety I obviou-
sly would encourage fans of the
sport to come watch the race,
and if you are not necessarily a
Chris Froome fan or a Sky fan,
come to the race and put a jersey

AD b

AP PHOTO

French police keep watch as Chris Froome (center rear) answers questions during

a TV interview

on of another team you do su-
pport. That would be my advice.”

A cloud hung over Froome af-
ter a urine sample taken during
the Vuelta in September showed
a concentration of the asthma

drug salbutamol that was twice
the permitted level.

After months of silence, the
UCI said Froome’s result did not
represent an adverse finding,
which could have led him to be

stripped of his Vuelta victory,
and a suspension.

The UCI’s ruling ensured he
could compete at the Tour after
race organizer ASO had infor-
med Team Sky it would forbid
Froome from entering until the
doping case was decided.

His use of asthma medication
has been well documented and
he often uses inhalers during
races. World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy rules state an athlete can be
cleared for excessive salbutamol
use if he proves it was due to an
appropriate therapeutic dosage.

Froome said he understands it
may take time for fans to believe
he is not a cheat.

“But that data is available, and
I would like to think that as peo-
ple understand that more, they
will understand my decision to
keep on racing knowing I have
certainly done nothing wrong,”
Froome said. “Of course it has
been damaging. As it is right now
I'm just happy to draw a line in
the sand and move on and focus
on bike racing.”

UCI president David Lappar-
tient has also issued a call for
calm.

“[Froome] has the right to ope-
rate in a safe environment. I have
heard calls, sometimes comple-
tely irrational, to violence on the
Tour de France,” Lappartient
said. “I cannot accept that and I
call on all spectators to protect
all the athletes and to respect the
judicial decision so that Chris
Froome can compete in a safe
and serene environment.”

Teammate Geraint Thomas
said Froome has shown poise
even when fans are at their worst.

“T've always been impressed by
the way he is off the bike,” Tho-
mas said. “But the last nine mon-
ths have been the most impressi-
ve, really, how he was able to still
perform and train and commit to
all that while everything else was
going on.”

Thomas, however, said possible
run-ins with the public are part
of riding down roads lined by
people, most of who are there to
cheer on the athletes.

“It’s not like football — it’s not
in just a closed stadium when
you can check everyone,” he said.
“So there is that element of risk
so to speak.”

Froome is aiming to join Ja-
cques Anquetil, Eddy Merckx,
Bernard Hinault and Miguel In-
durain as the only riders to win
the Tour five times. AP
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WORLD CUP 2018 | PREVIEW

France-Uruguay pits speed
VS. defense In quarters

Stephen Wade

RANCE picked up two

trophies in 1998: One,

of course, was the coun-

try’s only World Cup tit-
le, won on home soil. It was also
the birth year of Kylian Mbappe,
the 19-year-old who’s emerging
as one of the biggest stars of the
World Cup.

“Well, that was a good year for
him to be born, even if he didn’t
see much of the 1998 World
Cup,” joked French coach Di-
dier Deschamps, who was the
captain in ‘98. “I'm very happy
that Mbappe is a French citi-
zen.”

It will be France’s searing
speed led by Mbappe and An-
toine Griezmann against Uru-
guay’s defense anchored by
Diego Godin on Friday [10 p.m.
Macau time] in Nizhny Novgo-
rod in the World Cup quarterfi-
nals. The winner will face Brazil
or Belgium.

Uruguay has given up only one
goal in four World Cup matches,
and France has scored seven —
most in the 4-3 victory over Ar-
gentina in the round of 16.

In scoring twice against Ar-
gentina, Mbappe became the
first teenager with multiple

AP PHOTO
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goals in a World Cup knockout
game since a 17-year-old Pele
did it twice (including a hat tri-
ck against France) in 1958.

It’s a big stage with inevitable
comparisons that Mbappe smi-
led about and then batted away.

“It’s flattering to be the second
one since Pele,” said Mbappe,
born in France to a father from
Cameroon and a mother from
Algeria. “But let’s put things in
perspective. Pele’s another cate-

t.‘,

gory.”

This is France’s seventh quar-
terfinal and its fourth in the
last six World Cups dating
back to 1998 and the famous
side led by Deschamps, Patri-
ck Vieira, Zinedine Zidane and
Thierry Henry — the so-called
“Rainbow Team” from a multi-
cultural France.

“In a World Cup you have the
top-level players,” said Mbappe,
who plays for Paris Saint-Ger-

‘0

main. “So it’s an opportunity to
show what you can do and what
your abilities are. There is no
better place than a World Cup.”

After three lackluster games in
group play, France was electric
in its most recent match, parti-
cularly in the second half when
it cut up Argentina’s plodding
defense. Five of France’s star-
ters in the first group match had
never played in the World Cup,
including Mbappe.

“You need some patience,”
Deschamps said.

Deschamps has compared
playing Uruguay to facing Peru,
which narrowly lost to France
1-0 in group play on a goal by
Mbappe.

He termed Uruguay “solid and
aggressive” in a French televi-
sion interview, adding: “These
are not qualities displayed by
Argentina.”

The match will showcase seve-
ral cross-border friendships.

Griezmann plays at Atletico
Madrid where his teammates
are Uruguayan defenders Godin
and Jose Maria Gimenez. Godin
is the godfather of Griezmann’s
daughter.

While Godin and Gimenez will
try to stop Griezmann, Uru-
guay striker Luis Suarez will be
opposing Barcelona teammate
Samuel Umtiti.

“I've always joked [...] that I
wanted to face Umtiti at a Wor-
1d Cup,” Suarez said. “And it
came true.”

Suarez’s running mate, Edin-
son Cavani, scored both goals in
the knockout win over Cristia-
no Ronaldo and Portugal but is
nursing a hamstring injury, and
it’ unclear if he will play.

His absence would be a blow
to the South Americans, but de-
fense is the real key with coach
Oscar Tabarez expecting to see
less of the ball.

“I think very often there’s the
mistaken belief that ball posses-
sion leads to scoring opportu-
nities,” said Tabarez, who took
over in 2006. “If you don’t have
ball possession, you can still in-
flict pain.” AP

JFA says Nishino will not
return as Japan’s coach

Jim Armstrong, Tokyo

ESPITE leading his

team to a thrilling
and unexpected ride at
the World Cup, Akira
Nishino will not be back
as Japan’s coach. The
Japan Football Associa-
tion confirmed yester-
day that Nishino will not
continue as coach of the
national team when his
term concludes at the
end of July.

“We [the JFA] will not
persuade Nishino to stay
on the job as his term
comes to an end.” JFA
president Kozo Teshima
told a media conference

yesterday.
Japan’s squad retur-
ned home yesterday

following its round-of-16
defeat to Belgium at the
World Cup in Russia.
The 63-year-old Nishino
took over just two mon-
ths before the World Cup
following the surprise

dismissal of Vahid Hali-
lhodzic. Exceeding ex-
pectations, Nishino led
Japan to its first appea-
rance in the knockout
stage since the 2010

tournament in South
Africa.

In April, the JFA said
Nishino would manage
the team until the end of
the tournament.

“I coached the team

with the notion that I will
only do this until the end
of the World Cup. I feel
like I've fulfilled my du-
ties,” said Nishino, who
was the JFA’s technical
director before taking
the job.

Four years after a hu-
gely disappointing cam-
paign in Brazil, Japan
entered the World Cup as
one of the lowest-ranked

sides. Few expected the
Blue Samurai to get out
of their group, not least
because of the change at
the top.

But following a 2-1
victory over Colombia
and a 2-2 draw with Se-
negal, Japan advanced
from its group despite
a 1-0 defeat to Poland
in its final group match.
Admittedly, its progress
was down to the fact that
it received fewer yellow
cards than Senegal after
the teams could not be
separated on points, goal
difference or goals sco-
red.

After a series of lacklus-
ter results in friendlies
under Halilhodzic lea-
ding up to the World
Cup, the JFA sacked the
Bosnian saying there
were  communication
problems between him
and some of the players.

Nishino took over with
little time to prepare and
got Japan to play a more
attacking style which was
on display when they
took a surprising 2-0
lead over Belgium before
three late goals dashed
hopes of an upset. AP

AP PHOTO

FIFA ‘rebukes’ Maradona
criticism of referee

TFA says it “strongly re-

bukes” comments made
by its ambassador Diego
Maradona criticizing Ame-
rican referee Mark Geiger’s
handling of England’s win
against Colombia in the
World Cup round of 16 on
Wednesday [Macau time].

It’s the third controver-
sy involving the Argentina
great at the World Cup, whi-
ch he has mostly attended as
a VIP guest of FIFA.

FIFA responded to Ma-
radona telling Venezuelan
broadcaster Telesur the out-
come of the game was a “mo-
numental theft.”

Maradona had been pho-
tographed before the game
wearing a yellow Colombia

jersey. England advanced to
the quarterfinals in a penalty
shootout after a 1-1 draw in
Moscow.

FIFA says Maradona’s “in-
sinuations” were “entirely
inappropriate and complete-
ly unfounded.”

“FIFA is extremely sorry to
read such declarations from
a player who has written the
history of our game,” the
world soccer body says in a
statement.

Maradona previously apo-
logized for making an offen-
sive gesture toward South
Korean fans, and was filmed
aggressively raising his mi-
ddle fingers after Argentina
scored a late winning goal
against Nigeria. AP



Tim

4 MacauDalily mrsarss o

Bizcuits

Leanda Lee

WASTE NOT, WANT NOT

Monday morning’s video of the hygiene worker in
Aberdeen, possibly in the employ of Hong Kong’s
Food and Environmental Hygiene Department,
throwing a bag of rubbish into the sea has gone vi-
ral. The commentary has not been limited to the PRD
with attacks on the man, but pseudo-Waste Warriors
all over have raised this one incident as proof of
the hopelessness of any one person in ‘developed’
countries trying to minimise their waste when the
Chinese, African and Indian peoples are creating
the mess! This false argument merely attempts to
alleviate the burden of responsibility from those who
find lifestyle change too troublesome.

Really, how different are we from this hapless chap
who although apparently lazy and hugely negligent,
is more likely just ignorant, ill-trained and mal-educa-
ted. Awareness does not just happen; the luxury to
have curiosity about the world, opportunity to access
information and training to critically understand it are
not bountiful assets. Even if just looking for the easy
way out, how different is he from the rest of us who
place convenience as a high, if not the highest, priori-
ty in our daily lives. Our take-away mindset of the co-
ffee pods/cups/plastic water bottles/Styrofoam lunch
boxes and plastic utensils dumped into street-side
and professional office rubbish bins without another
thought is unsustainable, and the cause of this man’s
woes. This poor chap is ethically in a better position
than most of us. He is just picking up from where we
left off — and the destination is the same.

EVERY PIECE OF PLASTIC EVER MADE STILL
EXISTS IN OUR WORLD

The world produced more plastic in the ten years
to 2010 than in the whole of the century prior, and
production is increasing. Only 9% of this stuff is being
recycled. Would this chap understand the implica-
tions of this? Do we? Really?

8-million tonnes of this waste per year, goes into our
oceans, and it’s not our friend, the ill-fated cleaner in
Aberdeen, who has done this. We, our lifestyles, our
waste-management systems and business priorities
and economics have brought us to the point where
micro-plastics from broken down waste are starting
to be found in our bottled water and food chain along
with the toxins that bind to them.

It's #PlasticFreeJuly time and the timeliness of this
careless rubbish dump could not have been more
opportune. It reminds us of the ludicrous single
strawberry imported by CitySuper. That precious
little bundle was packed in a laminated cardboard
box, tucked up in a foam sock on a bed of ‘straw’,
and covered with clear wrap. And it was wonderful!
Wonderful in its ability to raise awareness of how far
our affluenza has brought us. News of this red mon-
grel hit the airwaves globally, and got people talking.

Exposure of single acts of idiocy like the Aberdeen
boss and the ludicrous strawberry raise awareness
far more than images of seas of plastic trash, star-
ving sea-birds with intestines full of bottle tops, and
statistics, because these vignettes reflect the mad-
ness in our own lives.

These precautionary tales exhort us to change. It
is not so hard as it once was to minimise waste as
advice and support are readily available: from car-
rying your own shopping bag to refusing straws, and
eating in. An immediate shift to a zero-waste lifestyle
is overwhelming, particularly for urbanites, but there
are simple steps recommended by governments,
environmental groups, bloggers and social networks
that shift us from being waste-unaware towards be-
nefits way beyond the environmental: eating better,
saving money (processed foods are expensive), a
deeper connection with the local community as we
converse with local retailers rather than impersonal
supermarkets, and moments to stop and pause ins-
tead of grab-and-go.

“Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one
thinks of changing himself’, or so said Tolstoy.

AP PHOTO
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Residents of the World Cup host
city of Samara are being urged to take
showers in pairs because the influx of
fans is putting strain on water supplies.

The Samara Communal Systems
utility company says the combina-
tion of a heatwave and “thousands of
guests” have meant its providing 10
percent more cold water than normal.

adds.

Saturday.

That’s causing water pressure to drop
in some neighborhoods, the company

The company advises locals to “save
water - take showers in pairs,” adding
a smiley face to the message.

Samara is due to host England’s
quarterfinal game against Sweden on
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Beckham'’s latest
Miami stadium plan
targets golf course

Tim Reynolds, Miami

AVID Beckham’s la-

test soccer plan for
Miami might be decided by
the city’s voters. His target:
a golf course.

Beckham is scheduled to
appear before the Miami
city commission next week
as he and his partners aim
to move closer to picking
a stadium location for
their Major League Soccer
franchise. The Beckham
group’s latest proposal
calls for a 28,000-seat sta-
dium on the site of what is
now the Melreese Country
Club, a public golf course
owned by the city that sits
near Miami International
Airport.

If commissioners appro-
ve, voters would decide on
Nov. 6 whether to change
the city’s charter and allow
what would be a no-bid
deal to lease 73 acres at the
Melreese site to the group.
The deal Beckham is pro-
posing calls for the city
to collect nearly USD140
million in rent payments
over 39 years, a rate of rou-
ghly $3.5 million annually.

Beckham’s group wou-
Id pay an additional $20
million over 30 years to
help fund a planned 58-
acre park on the site.

The former Manchester
United, Real Madrid and
LA Galaxy star and busi-
ness partner Jorge Mas are
listed on the city’s agenda
for the July 12 meeting,
described as scheduled to
make a “personal appea-
rance” and “special presen-
tation.” They will ask com-

missioners to put the mea-
sure before voters, though
it’s certain that not everyo-
ne at the meeting will be
supporting the idea.

Petitions are circulating
to save the course, where
Tiger Woods has appea-
red for clinics in the past.
Longtime LPGA star Cris-
tie Kerr, a Miami native,
has voiced opposition to
the Melreese plan in recent
months, as has fellow Mia-
mi native pro Erik Comp-
ton.

“Please help protect this
beautiful green space, this
public golf course and this
home to amazing youth
programs,” Compton wrote
on Twitter.

Beckham’s group also
wants to bring a massi-
ve technology park to the
site, as well as an under-
ground parking facility,
public soccer fields, 500
new hotel rooms, a confe-
rence center, retail stores,
restaurants and more. The
Beckham franchise, when
it gets going, will also bring
a training center and an
academy focused on deve-
loping local players to the
Miami area.

The stadium-location
quest is just the latest
drawn-out chapter in Be-
ckham’s  five-years-and-
counting marathon to
bring MLS back to Miami.
The Miami Fusion played
from 1998-2001, folding
because of poor attendan-
ce.
Beckham and MLS an-
nounced in January that
the franchise would be co-
ming to Miami, but nearly

every detail about the club
remains unclear. There’s
no definitive start date —
2020 has been mentioned
repeatedly, even though no
new stadium could possibly
be ready by then — as well
as no team name, no logo,
no colors, no coaching staff
and no front-office person-
nel.

4 Beckham
group’s
proposal
calls for a 28k
seat stadium
on the site of
what is now
the Melreese
Country Club

More than a year ago,
Miami-Dade County com-
missioners approved a
deal to sell Beckham nearly
three acres of county land
for $9 million with the be-
lief that it would be the last
parcel he needed for a sta-
dium site in the city’s Over-
town neighborhood. But
that site was never the pre-
ferred choice for Beckham
and his group anyway, with
the original hope being to
build on the waterfront
near the Port of Miami.

The Overtown site now
seems all but doomed,
though it’s unclear what
would happen if city com-
missioners or voters block
the latest Beckham plan. AP

SOURCE: DSMG
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Roadside 25-45
Good
High
Density 20-40
Residental Good
Area
Ambient 25-45 g
Good
WORLD BRIEFS

E -
SINGAPORE tightened
property market curbs
after home prices
posted a second straight
quarter of strong gains,
with the government
saying it wants to avoid
the risk of a sharp
correction which could
be destabilizing.

JAPAN’s nuclear policy-
setting body yesterday
endorsed a call for
stricter management of
its fuel recycling program
to reduce its plutonium
stockpile.

S e Famirz o~ 4%
IRAQ has banned its
farmers from planting
summer crops this year
as the country grapples
with a crippling water
shortage that shows few
signs of abating.

GERMANY-HUNGARY
Chancellor Angela Merkel
and Prime Minister Viktor
Orban exchanged barbs
yesterday on the issue

of migration, underlining
the split within the entire
European Union.

SPAIN Police said

they captured seven

key members of the
Armenian faction of a
Russian organized crime
group described as
Europe’s most dangerous

gang.

BRITAIN Church services,
tea parties and even

a medically themed
symphony were on the
agenda as Britain marked
the 70th anniversary
yesterday of the National
Health Service.

CHILE Eight retired
soldiers have been
sentenced to 18 years in
prison for one of the most
emblematic murders

of Chile’s military
dictatorship: the murder
of folk singer Victor

Jara and a government
official.



