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paul chan leaves 
new macau

group against 
demolition 

Paul Chan explained 
that he intends to make 
space for the group’s 
youthful leadership

A group is against the demolition 
of a modernist building in 
downtown Macau owned by the 
Holy House of Mercy  P2

trump’s 
remarks draw 
ire in europe

Vietnam A court 
in southern Vietnam 
is scheduled to put 
on trial an American 
citizen of Vietnamese 
descent accused of 
disturbing public order 
after he took part in rare 
protests.

indonesia’s deeply 
conservative Muslim 
province of Aceh 
publicly caned 15 people 
found guilty of violating 
Shariah law, despite 
pledging not to carry 
out the punishment in 
public.

myanmar At least 
15 people were killed 
and dozens injured in a 
landslide at a jade mine 
in northern Myanmar’s 
jade mining region, state 
media and officials said 
yesterday.

india At least seven 
people were killed 
and 22 others injured 
in Indian-controlled 
Kashmir yesterday when 
a boulder rolled down 
from a mountain and fell 
on local tourists bathing 
at a waterfall.

syria Government 
forces unleashed 
hundreds of missiles on 
a rebel-held area near 
the Israeli-occupied 
Golan Heights yesterday, 
activists said, the latest 
phase in an offensive to 
clear southern Syria of 
insurgents.

saudi arabia The 
Islamic State group has 
claimed responsibility 
for an attack on Saudi 
prison security guards in 
al-Qassim last week.
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Flooding returns to 
Inner Harbor district
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France wins 2nd World Cup 
title, beats Croatia 4-2  P19 FOOTBALL
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A kitten needs to be with his mother for the first 
eight weeks of his life, however if this is not possi-
ble, you need to be the surrogate mother.  
You need some kitten care essentials for the first 
few weeks: 
Sleeping box; newborn kittens spend a lot of 
time sleeping, so you need to provide a warm, 
comfortable box. The room where the box is 
placed should be warm, as kittens don’t have the 
capacity to keep a normal temperature and may 
suffer from hypothermia, which can be fatal. 
Blankets and towels to keep the kitten warm
Special formula kitten food
Soft toys or paper

Later, your kitten will also need: 
Litterbox
Cat litter
Food and water bowls
Toys 

KITTEN HEALTH
The kitten needs to be taken to the vet. The vet 
will examine your kitten’s health and look for 
parasites or diseases. A newborn kitten does 
not get vaccines until the age of eight to nine 
weeks. 

FEEDING THE KITTEN
If you have the mother cat nursing your kitten, 
you don’t need to feed the kitten. 
However, if the mother is not present you need 
to feed the kitten. Kittens have their eyes closed 
for the first 10 days of their lives, so you will 
need to use a syringe to hand feed your pet. 
Get Kitten Formula from Royal Canin and feed 
your kitten following the guidelines on the box, 
according to your pet’s weight. Kitten food is 
different from adult cat food; it contains a spe-
cial formula that is high in protein and fats. The 
food needs to be highly digestible and nutrient 

dense. Kittens need wet food, as this is easier to 
digest. Newborn kittens can’t handle dry food, 
but this may be given after the kitten is eight 
weeks old. Feed your kitten 10 to 12 times in 24 
hours or once every two hours. 
Don’t feed the kitten cow milk; this may cause 
diarrhea or indigestion. 
The kitten will start growing teeth at about two 
weeks. After three weeks, you may start giving 
your kitten a food bowl and train him to use it. 

ELIMINATION
Newborn kittens cannot defecate without help. 
The mother helps kittens to eliminate food by 
licking their bum. Use a moist cloth and massa-
ge your kitten’s stomach and bum to stimulate 
bowel movement. At this age, the kitten will 
not be able to use a litter box to urinate, so you 
need to clean after the kitten. 

PLAYING AND SOCIALIZING 
The first weeks are essential in determining 
your cat’s behavior. If the kitten is with his 
mother and brothers, he will learn how to play 
safely and will socialize. However, if your kitten 

Ask the Vet:
Royal Veterinary Centre
Tel: +853 28501099, +853 28523678
Emergency: +853 62662268
Email: royalveterinary@gmail.com

by Dr Ruan Du Toit Bester

kitten care essentials

ASK THE VET

is alone, you will need to cuddle him and play 
with him to develop a relationship with your 
pet. The kitten typically starts standing up at 
about two to three weeks, and will start playing 
at three to four weeks.

Hope this info helps 
Till next week 
Dr Ruan

Julie Zhu

APPROxIMATELY 50 
people who claimed to have 

purchased properties in the Hon 
Fok Garden building, whose de-
velopment was never finished, 
gathered at said building’s land 
plot on Friday, seeking help 
from the government and Hon 
Fok Garden developers.

The group gathered at Av. Do 
Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues, where 
the housing project is located, 
asking the project’s developer 
for compensation. 

The group said that the buyers’ 
situation is worse than that con-
cerning the Pearl Horizon Pro-
ject. 

They remarked that the Pearl 
Horizon project developer still 
offered a compensation plan to 
buyers, whereas Hon Fok Gar-
den’s developer has never com-
municated with buyers. 

According to the demonstra-
tors, some of them purchased 
a house during a pre-sale, in 
1992. 

Back then, they had already 
paid one hundred thousand pa-
tacas for the first installment.

In 1991, Kinbo Land Invest-
ment Company Limited bought 
the land plot for the develop-
ment of Hon Fok Garden. 

Later, the project’s ownership 
went to another land invest-
ment company, which authori-
zed the land to be developed by 
one of its branch companies. 

During the transfer of owner-
ship, different developers rea-

ched out to buyers expressing 
their willingness to help them, 
although no results were ever 
produced. 

The group said they have been 
notified recently that the land 
has once again been sold to ano-
ther company. 

The group hopes that the Ma-
cau government can aid buyers 
and urge the developer to provi-
de a solution to the issue in or-
der to avoid harming the rights 
of small buyers.

The group also observed that 
since Hon Fok Garden project’s 
issue took place before the city’s 
pre-sale related law came into 
effect, the case can not be sol-
ved by the city’s new law, and 
no parties have ever stepped out 
explaining the issue. 

The developer has also been 
accused of ignoring buyers’ pro-
blems. One of the buyers, sur-
named Kou, paid MOP460,000 
for the pre-sale project in 1992. 

The Hon Fok Garden project 
was supposed to occupy an area 
of 3,520 square meters, provi-
ding 116 residential units. In 
1992, more than 90 units were 
sold, together with car park 
spaces involving an estima-
ted market value of more than 
MOP20 million. 

Previously, it was reported 
that the housing project did not 
see the start of its construction 
phase because the company had 
been involved in a judicial case. 
Moreover, in that time, Macau 
was suffering from a weak eco-
nomy prior to the handover. 

Unfinished housing 
project victims ask 
for compensation 

The “Rainha Dona Leonor” housing block (right)

Roundtable calls on 
public support to save 
downtown building
A roundtable was held yester-

day to discuss the future of 
the “Rainha Dona Leonor” hou-
sing block in downtown Macau 
(besides Hotel Sintra), which 
opponents of the government’s 
proposal to demolish say holds 
significant heritage value.

The speakers at the roundtable 
were lawmaker and chairwoman 
of Civil Power Agnes Lam, heri-
tage enthusiast Billy Au and Rui 
Leao, president of Docomomo 
Macau Association, a group that 
claims to document and repre-
sent examples of modern archi-
tecture in Macau.

“The roundtable was about rai-
sing awareness,” said Leao, who 
is also an architect and a mem-
ber of Macau’s Urban Planning 
Committee.

“We found out recently that the 
government was putting to dis-
cussion the urban guidelines for 
that plot, which will be discussed 
next Wednesday at the Urban 
Planning Committee meeting,” 
he told the Times in an interview 
yesterday.

“The government proposal is to 
have that building demolished – 
but that raises a lot of urban is-
sues. […] The building is of very 
high heritage value and should 
have already been classified by 
the government and protected.”

The housing block, located on 
Avenida Infante Dom Henrique, 
is nearly 60 years old, having 

been designed in the late 1950s 
by the architect José Lei. The 
building was the first high-rise 
residential building in Macau 
equipped with an elevator. 

According to those in favor of 
protecting the site, which is ow-
ned by the Holy House of Mercy, 
the building showcases the prin-
ciples and ideals born with the 
advent of modernist architectu-
re in the second half of the 20th 
century.

This week, Docomomo Macau 
Association will submit a request 
to the government to have the 
building listed.

However, Leao believes that 

it is important to gather public 
support for the listing of such 
sites – especially when, like the 
Rainha Dona Leonor” housing 
block, they are in a somewhat 
decrepit state. 

Hence the roundtable was held 
to reach out to the public and 
raise awareness of the govern-
ment’s proposal.

“It is difficult to request a lis-
ting on a purely technical basis,” 
he said. “The public needs to un-
derstand the value of such buil-
dings, even if they are in a bland, 
run-down state. I hope that we 
were successful in delivering 
that message.” DB
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SOuTH China’s Hainan Province 
plans to open another 20 interna-

tional air routes by the end of the year 
as the island strives to build itself into a 
major international tropical resort and 
free trade port, the provincial tourism 
department said yesterday.

More flight routes will be established 
to link the island with Hong Kong, Ma-
cau and Taiwan, as well as Russia and 
Southeast Asian countries. The num-
ber of international flights is expected 
to reach 100 by 2020, the department 
said.

The island received more than 1.1 
million overseas tourists in 2017, up 
nearly 50 percent year-on-year.

The number of international tourists 
reached 946,000 in the first half of this 
year, a year-on-year growth of 16.26 
percent.

Under a new policy established in 
May, group and individual tourists 
from 59 countries and regions, inclu-
ding Britain, France, Germany, Russia, 
and the United States, may visit Hainan 
visa-free and stay for up to 30 days on 
the condition that they book their tour 
through travel agencies.

Hainan currently has 53 internatio-
nal air routes, including 12 which were 
opened or resumed in the first half of 
this year. MDT/Xinhua

Hainan hopes to 
launch flight to 
Macau this year

Paul Chan Wai Chi (center) pictured with other members of the New 
Macau Association 

Paul Chan announces 
departure from New Macau
PAuL Chan Wai Chi  

has announced his 
departure from the 
New Macau Associa-

tion (ANM), explaining that 
he intends to make space for 
the group’s youthful leader-
ship.

Chan, a former Macau 
lawmaker, ran second to Sulu 
Sou on the ANM ticket in the 
2017 Legislative Assembly 
election, but did not win a 
seat.

Speaking to Portuguese-lan-
guage newspaper Hoje Ma-
cau, Chan said his resignation 
from the pro-democrat group 
would allow the younger 
members of the organization 
to take over the leadership 
without feeling like they are 
still “under the shadow of the 
senior members.”

“Senior and more experien-
ced members […] can share 
their opinions. However, this 
does not mean they should 
become a master at pulling 
strings from behind,” Chan 
told public broadcaster TDM 
over the weekend. “The lea-

dership of the younger ge-
neration should not live un-
der the shadow of the senior 
members.”

He noted that his departure 
is not a sign of disagreements 
within the New Macau As-
sociation, as per the parting 
of incumbent lawmaker Au 
Kam San, who left the asso-
ciation in early 2016, citing 
differences of opinion.

Political commentator Lar-
ry So told the Times that he 
had “certain reservations” 
when asked for his opinion 
on Chan’s stated reasons for 
leaving. So said that Chan 
could have remained in a 

mentoring position within 
the association without ste-
pping on the toes of the next 
generation of leaders. 

“I believe that there are 
some internal divisions over a 
number of issues,” he told the 
Times yesterday. “I suspect 
that this is only a part of the 
real reason.”

So also said that Chan brou-
ght a degree of credibility to 
the pro-democrat group, whi-
ch is mostly staffed by young 
activists.

“They definitely still need 
that credibility because, 
apart from Sulu Sou, the rest 
of them are not that well- 

known. Upon [Chan’s] depar-
ture, the credibility and repu-
tation of the association will 
be affected,” said the political 
commentator. 

TDM reported that Chan, 
who is a Catholic, intends to 
work on religious activities in 
future.  DB

 
They 
definitely still 
need that 
credibility 
because, 
apart from 
Sulu Sou, the 
rest of them 
are not that 
well-known.

LARRY So
ANALYST 
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Bay Area 
purchases so 
far have been 
for investment 
purposes or 
holiday homes, 
rather than 
as primary 
residences.

PRoPERTY INvESToR

xi
n

h
uaTHE establishment of the 

Greater Bay Area and the 
announced goal of achieving 
simplified living and tra-
velling around the nine cities 
and regions that compose 
of the southern China area, 
including Macau and Hong 
Kong, has been triggering se-
veral opinions and pre-annou-
nced measures.

Although the plans are still 
a well-kept secret, the go-
vernments of the Special Ad-
ministrative Regions (SARs) 
have rushed to highlight the 
many advantages that the 
creation of this “megalopo-
lis” will bring. This is espe-
cially in regard to opportuni-
ties for small- and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) 
and younger generations. 
The creation of such intercon-
nections between the cities 
and regions that make up the 
area would create a megacity 
equivalent to the fifth-largest 
economy in the world by 2030, 
with a forecasted population 
of nearly 70 million people.

In Macau, a number of 
lawmakers have questioned 
the Chief Executive (CE), 
asking for more details regar-
ding the plans of the Greater 
Bay Area, namely the field or 
fields in which the region cou-
ld benefit from the policy and 
the impact that could be ex-
pected from regional integra-
tion. This follows on from se-
veral previous occasions,  na-
mely during the CE’s last visit 
to the Legislative Assembly in 
April this year.

Lawmaker Kou Hoi In was 
one of those to address the 
topic in a direct manner, ques-
tioning the CE on the oppor-
tunities and missions created 
by the Greater Bay Area and 
how Macau will adjust and in-
tegrate such a project in order 
to “catch that fast train.” Seve-
ral others noted the fact that 
there are no publicized plans 
regarding how the new fra-
mework could affect Macau’s 
competitiveness.

A reply from the CE indi-
cates that there is a need 
to await the definite plans 
by the central government.  
In the words of Chui Sai 
On, that will happen soon. 
Summarizing the benefits, the 
CE said “this will ease the lives 
of all the people living in this 
area,” noting that there are 
already several test-projects 
being held in different areas. 
“We need to be prepared to 
embrace this plan and to have 
an open mind [to receive it],” 
he said.

The same seems to be happe-
ning in the neighboring region 
of Hong Kong, where some 
officials and lawmakers have 
been conveying words of en-
couragement, namely to you-
ng people, to consider living 
across the mainland China 
border in order to “escape the 
territory’s sky-high housing 
prices” and to “find more job 
opportunities.” 

As Reuters reported recently, 
such efforts are not an easy 
sell, but pro-China business 
leaders claim that it is all a 
matter of time until such “re-
sistance” falls and people ac-
cept the idea.

Even if the idea of being able 
to afford a house and having 
a job that supports a better li-
festyle can attract many, other 
Millennials may miss the free-
dom granted under the “one 
country, two systems” rule 
enjoyed by both SARs. This 
especially concerns access to 
information via the media and 
Internet resources, which are 
free in Hong Kong and Macau, 
contrary to the mainland whe-
re there is vigorous enforce-
ment of censorship.

According to Reuters, for-
mer student leader, young 
activist and politician Nathan 
Law said, “many young peo-
ple don’t reject the idea of 
visiting the mainland for fun. 
But if you want them to live 
there, you have your head in 
the clouds,” he said, adding, 
“you can’t even use WhatsApp 
or watch YouTube videos. You 
are isolated from the world.”

Such an opinion is shared by 
most, if not all, “hardline ac-
tivists” who claim that Hong 
Kong’s young people will sim-
ply never buy into the idea of 
living across the border. Se-
veral studies show that the 
overwhelming majority of the 
region’s youth identify them-
selves as Hong Kong people, 
rather than Chinese people.

In one survey conducted 
by pro-establishment orga-
nization Hong Kong Youth 
Power Association published 
last May, almost 60 percent 
of the 878 young people sur-
veyed said they would not 
consider working or living 
in the “Greater Bay Area,” 
citing reasons such as the 
“distance from home,” higher 
taxation of income (on the 
mainland when compared to 
Hong Kong) and being un-
familiar and uncomfortable 
with Chinese government po-
licies and enforcement rules. 
On the other hand, Beijing 
has made it clear on several 
occasions that economic inte-
gration is key and an impor-
tant part of the policies is to 
reinforce the integration of 
the Hong Kong SAR, which 
relies on the support from an 
important share of the busi-
ness community.

Jonathan Choi, Chairman of 
the Chinese General Chamber 
of Commerce of Hong Kong 
and member of the Chinese 
People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (the top advisory 
body to China’s parliament), 
was quoted by the Hong Kong 
Economic Times just last 
month as saying “we will no 
longer be Hong Kong people, 
but Greater Bay Area people…
We should therefore focus on 
integration rather than on 
the interests of Hong Kong.” 
The influx and diffusion of 
people in the recent years 
has resulted in Hong Kon-

g-born people being bred in 
the mainland. Many of the-
se people belong to families 
with business interests, and 
are likely to be more fami-
liar with the mainland and 
would probably contribute to 
the reduction of support for 
pro-democracy movements in 
Hong Kong.

Hong Kong’s Chief Secre-
tary for Administration Ma-
tthew Cheung also addres-
sed the topic of distance, as 
quoted in a blog titled “De-
bunk the myths over Guang-
dong-Hong Kong-Macao Bay 
Area,” saying, “that distance, 
I believe, will no longer be a 
problem once they [people of 
HK] have learned about the 
latest progress of our growing 
transport infrastructure links 
with the Bay Area.” This wou-

ld facilitate the migration, 
which, according to the Hong 
Kong government and figures 
cited by Reuters, is already 
occurring. “At least 500,000 
Hong Kong people resided 
in the mainland last year, up 
from 155,000 in 2009 and 
just 62,000 in 2003, accor-
ding to official data,” he sta-
ted,

The same source also cites 
property agents in southern 
China, saying that the de-
mand for properties in cities 
such as Zhuhai and Zhon-
gshan have increased as much 
as 40 percent, but noted that 
most of the property seekers 
were not young people, but 
“sophisticated investors” 
trying to anticipate demand 
from the public and hoping to 
profit on the sale.

According to one of these in-
vestors who was also quoted 
by Reuters, “In Zhongshan, 
homes can be bought for 
RMB1,400 per square foot, 
while those in Zhuhai go for 
around RMB4,000 per square 
foot, a steep discount [com-
pared] to roughly HKD15,000 
per square foot for an apart-
ment in Hong Kong” or the 
average of around HKD9,400 
in Macau, reported by the go-
vernment at the end of 2017.

Nevertheless, the property 
investor and expert told Reu-
ters, “Bay Area purchases so 
far have been for investment 
purposes or holiday homes, 
rather than as primary resi-
dences.” RM

AnAlySIS 

Greater Bay megalopolis 
triggers both hopes and fears

The Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau bridge plays a key role in the regional integration plan
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Nine arrested 
for illegal 
gambling 
during W. Cup 
Early last week, nine people 
were arrested in mainland 
China and Macau for 
organizing illegal gambling 
activities during the World 
Cup. The Judiciary Police 
arrested seven suspects, five 
men and two women, in two 
residential units in Taipa. 
One of the seven suspects 
is a Taiwan resident, while 
the remaining are all 
from mainland China. In 
addition, 11 mobile phones, 
12 SIM cards, HKD204,250, 
RMB79,000, USD700 and 
14 bank cards were seized 
from the apartments. The 
six mainland residents 
have been transferred to 
the mainland government 
authority. 

63 phone 
scams recorded 
in first half of 
2018 
A total of 63 phone scam 
cases have been recorded 
in the first half of 2018, 
according to the Judiciary 
Police (PJ). In 45 of these 63 
cases, criminals pretended 
to be civil servants from 
mainland China’s public 
departments, with losses 
amounting to a total of 
MOP7.6 million. In another 
15 cases, the victims were 
instructed to guess the 
identity of the criminals, 
with losses amounting to 
a total of MOP540,000. In 
addition, there were more 
than 10 cases in which 
criminals stole mobile 
application information to 
conduct fraud. 

TUI rules 
companies 
must pay fine 
for LRT delay 
The Court of Final Appeal’s 
(TUI) judgment has ruled 
that the three companies 
awarded the construction 
contract for the Light Rapid 
Transit (LRT) should pay 
fines for delaying the LRT’s 
construction. The three 
companies appealed on the 
basis that the delays around 
the construction resulted from 
the fact that another company 
was carrying out engineering 
works on the related LRT 
project location.  Previously, 
in December 2017, the three 
companies appealed to the 
Court of Second Instance, but 
had their appeal dismissed. 
TUI judged that the delay 
must be the companies’ 
responsibility.
 

60 percent of 
affected patients 
trade faulty pills 

Appeal court 
sides with gov’t in 
land concession 
expiration

Flooding returns to Inner 
Harbor after heavy rain
SEVERAL areas of the 

Inner Harbor district 
were flooded yesterday 
morning after the rainfall 

which occurred around 10 a.m. 
According to reports on site, the 
water level reached between 30 
to 50 centimeters in some areas, 
namely in the section in between 
Avenida de Almeida Ribeiro and 
Patane.

According to the information 
provided by the Meteorologi-
cal and Geophysical Bureau 
(SMG), this event will occur 
once more today, as the SMG 
noted that there is a chance of 
“slight flooding” occurring in 
the Inner Harbor district area 
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
“due to astronomical tide.” 
Helping the high tides will be 
the “occasional showers” fore-
cast and the “Force 4 to 6 east to 
southeasterly winds with gusts.”

According to TDM, the SMG 
has also reported some unex-
pected problems related to the 
water level monitoring system 
in the area, reporting some 
“inaccurate levels” when, after 
the peak of the flood, the waters 
started receding, a situation that 

led the SMG to report a warning 
to the Civic and Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau to check the opera-
bility of such equipment.

Almost a year ago, and during 
the passage of typhoon Hato 
took place, the Inner Harbor 
was one of the most affected 
areas of Macau due to the very 

high floods that were responsi-
ble for damage and the loss of 
several lives.

Since that time, the area has 
been addressed by the govern-
ment, representatives of whi-
ch have said in several press 
conferences, as well as in the 
Legislative Assembly,  that it is 

planning several projects aimed 
at tackling the problem. So far, 
and after almost one year pas-
sing since the incident, local 
residents have not felt any dif-
ference, and complain that even 
without serious storms or the 
influence of typhoons, flooding 
in the area is recurrent. RM

THE Court of Second 
Instance (TSI) has ba-

cked the government’s de-
cision to reclaim three land 
plots for expiration of the 
concession without the ex-
pected development once 
again, reaffirming the deci-
sion as lawful, the Office of 
the Court of Final Appeal 
announced in a statement.

In the statement, the Offi-
ce acknowledges the ruling 
by the TSI in the appeals 
for the cases regarding the 
decision of the Chief Exe-
cutive to declare the expi-
ration of the concession of 
land plots, considering the 
reasons given by the appe-
llants as invalid.

The cases referred to plo-
ts located in Coloane and 
in Taipa, the first in the 
industrial area of   Seac Pai 
Van, the second in the Ka 
Ho area and the third in 
the Pac On area in Taipa. 
In all cases, the conces-
sion period given was well 
past the 25-year period, 
without which the conces-
sionaires have made the 
necessary development to 

make the concession pe-
riod definitive.

In all cases, the Court 
ruled that, since the con-
cessionaires did not com-
plete the use of the land 
until the expiration of the 
25-year concession and 
consequently, such con-
cessions could not, by the 
previous fact, become de-
finitive, the government 
has the duty, according 
to Articles 166 and 167 of 
the Land Law, to declare 
expiration, disregarding 
the fact that such non-de-
velopment is or is not due 
to factors to be appointed 
to the concessionaires. 
In this sense, and accor-
ding to the law in force, the 
court rules that there is no 
“[breach] of the principles 
of good faith, equality, jus-
tice, impartiality and trust, 
neither the lack of prior 
hearing or lack of inquiry.”

In light of such premises, 
the TSI denied the appeals 
made by the three conces-
sionaires and maintained 
the three decisions decla-
red by the Chief Executive. 

A total of 732 people 
have performed an 

exchange of the faulty 
antihypertensive me-
dicines affected by a 
recall from the local 
health authorities, re-
presenting 59 percent 
from the estimated 
number of patients 
affected, according to 
the statement issued 
by the Health Bureau 
(SSM). This was the 
final figure of the pa-
tients that resorted to 
the fast lane service 
that the Bureau esta-
blished at the external 
consultation services 
of the Conde de Sao Ja-
nuario Hospital Center 

(CHCSJ). The aim for 
the fast lane service 
is to avoid long waits 
by the patients during 
the three-day period 
of enforcement of the 
contingency plan esta-
blished by SSM for the 
recall and replacement 
of six antihypertensi-
ve medicines found to 
contain the impurity 
N-Nitrosodimethyla-
mine.

SSM also said that 
those who have not 
yet replaced their me-
dicine prescriptions 
may do so in person 
or designate represen-
tatives in the posses-
sion of their ID cards 

and medical assistan-
ce card as well as the 
previous prescriptions 
at the pharmacy of the 
CHCSJ during normal 
opening hours from 
Monday to Friday.

According to figures 
previously disclosed, 
the problem affected 
patients who had been 
prescribed the “Val-
tensin Tablet” in 80 
mg and 160 mg doses, 
“Valsartan + Hydro-
chlorothiazide Gene-
ris” in 80 mg and 160 
mg doses, and “Valten-
sin tablets HCT” in 80 
mg and 160 mg doses, 
among a total of 1,238 
patients. 
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It’s amazing 
that they’re 
finally doing it 
here rather than 
having to hop 
on a plane to 
Vegas to do this.

DAN HEALY
GAMBLER

Wayne Parry, East Rutherford

A northern New Jersey horse 
racing track has brought le-

gal sports betting to New York 
City’s doorstep.

The Meadowlands Racetrack 
in East Rutherford began taking 
sports bets on Saturday morning.

The track is located in the spor-
ts complex where the NFL’s New 
York Giants and New York Jets 
play, about 10 kilometers from 
New York. It’s the fourth spor-
ts betting outlet in New Jersey 
following the state’s U.S. Supre-
me Court victory in a case that 
cleared the way for all 50 states 
to legalize sports betting should 
they choose to.

Dan Healy drove from Brooklyn 
and paid USD20 in tolls to make 
a three-team parlay bet on ba-
seball involving the Boston Red 
Sox, the Seattle Mariners and 
the Houston Astros in which all 
three bets must win to collect. 
“It’s amazing that they’re finally 
doing it here rather than having 
to hop on a plane to Vegas to do 
this,” he said.

Jeff Gural, who runs the Mea-
dowlands track, said sports bet-
ting will lead to more fan engage-
ment with the games they watch. 
“This is the beginning of a pro-
cess that’s going to change sports 
in America,” he said. “Realisti-
cally, who watches football on 
a Thursday night, Jacksonville 
versus Cleveland, that doesn’t 
have a bet on it?”

Former state Sen. Raymond 

Lesniak, whose lawsuit eight 
years ago against the federal go-
vernment kicked off the legal 
process that led to New Jersey’s 
victory in May in the Supreme 
Court case, made the first bets at 
the Meadowlands on Saturday. 
He doubled down on $50 bets 
he previously made on France to 
win soccer’s World Cup and the 
New York Giants to win the Su-
per Bowl.

Three members of a family 

from Fairview went to the track 
to bet on their native Croatia to 
win the World Cup. Emmanuel 
Tarabokija put $1,000 on his 
team to win. “Tomorrow, our 
whole block, we’re expecting 500 
to 1,000 people for a block party 
to watch the game,” he said.

Monmouth Park racetrack in 
Oceanport, near the Jersey sho-
re, and the Borgata and Ocean 
Resort casinos in Atlantic City 
already offered sport betting, 

taking in $16.4 million in sports 
bets in the first two weeks it was 
legal. But the Meadowlands is 
seen as more potentially lucrati-
ve given its proximity to the na-
tion’s largest city.

Industry executives say the real 
money will start flowing once 
sports bets are taken online. So 
far, no one has received appro-
val from New Jersey regulators 
to offer sports betting over the 
internet, but numerous casinos 
are expected to try to do so befo-

re football season begins in Sep-
tember.

Atlantic City’s Hard Rock ca-
sino is seeking approval to offer 
sports betting at its brick and 
mortar facility on the Boardwalk.

FanDuel Group, which began 
as a daily fantasy sports com-
pany, operates the sports book 
at the Meadowlands track. The 
company’s CEO, Matt King, said 
the partnership aims to be the 
marquee sports betting opera-
tion in America.

“The way people interact with 
sports is changing,” he said. “We 
are on the cusp of something 
transformational.”

Once mobile betting is up and 
running, customers will be offe-
red a vast array of in-game bets.

“You’re going to be able to bet 
on a baseball game and bet on 
every pitch,” Gural said. In foo-
tball, “you can bet on whether 
the field goal kicker will make it 
or miss.”

A baseball game in which one 
team jumps out to a 5-0 lead in 
the first inning will still be inte-
resting with the option to bet on 
developments as it proceeds, Gu-
ral said. AP

GAMInG 

New Jersey track brings sports 
bets to New York’s doorstep

A board shows the World Cup football tournament odds as people look at 
information at the Meadowlands Racetrack
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This fits into 
the general 
idea that 
Chinese 
money 
should be 
used to 
support 
Chinese 
companies.
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Japan isn’t stepping aside as  
China steps up
Daniel Moss, Bloomberg 

China doesn’t quite have the game sewn up. So bad is 
the West’s public-relations standing in the era of Trump and 
Brexit that it’s easy to see Chinese ascendancy as a welco-
me stabilizer in markets, finance, economics and trade. Awe 
at President Xi Jinping’s Belt and Road Initiative is a prime 
example, conveying the unhealthy notion that democracies 
can’t do big things anymore and China is sweeping all before 
it.

The same mythology characterizes China as the only coun-
try that matters in Asia. Suddenly in the Western mind, Asia 
is China and China is Asia. (Never mind that as recently as 
the 1990s, many people said the same thing about Japan.)

Writing off the rest of Asia overlooks the strength of Ja-
panese companies and steps by Tokyo to steer economic 
policy — not to mention development aid — toward counte-
ring Chinese influence. A secondary theme is the sense that 
America, Japan’s closest economic and security ally since 
1945, is increasingly inward looking and unreliable.

Japan needs to diversify its portfolio. The country wants 
back in the game and is enlisting partners where it can. In-
dia, which feels encircled by China, is eager for an ally. In 
September, prime ministers Shinzo Abe and Narendra Modi 
jointly announced plans to build a bullet-train line financed 
almost entirely by Japan. India gets infrastructure, and Ja-
panese companies like Hitachi and Kawasaki Heavy get 
contracts. A few months earlier, the two leaders unveiled the 
Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, aimed at joint development in 
Africa. The contest with China, which has made big inroads 
into Africa, is impossible to miss.

In Southeast Asia, Japanese companies are also winning 
the infrastructure race. Not only are they doing more busi-
ness than Chinese firms among the 10-member Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, they remain the dominant Asian 
direct foreign investor. Together with the U.S. and the Euro-
pean Union, Japan accounted for more than half the total 
in 2015.

Chinese companies may catch up. And the Chinese mili-
tary may come to dominate Asian security. But Japan isn’t 
going to acquiesce. Japanese interests haven’t just packed 
up and headed for their low-growth, low-inflation home turf.

On the contrary, conditions at home are partly responsi-
ble for corporate Japan’s renewed interest in the overseas 
markets. Abe and Bank of Japan Governor Haruhiko Kuroda 
have made concerted efforts to reflate and reinvigorate Ja-
pan’s economy. They have met with mixed success. Defla-
tion is no longer pervasive, and capital spending plans look 
promising, but officials and executives still wrestle with the 
implications of an aging and dwindling population. Prospec-
ts for sustained earnings and revenue growth look stronger 
away from home.

Japanese companies direct a lot of investment toward Chi-
na, but here again Japan feels the need to diversify. China’s 
pace of economic growth is still high by almost any measure, 
but it’s cooled considerably over the past decade and will pro-
bably slow to about 6 percent over the next couple of years.

Japanese companies, like other foreign investors, feel in-
creasingly exposed to diplomatic tensions. Imagine if a Ja-
panese minister makes one offhand remark that displeases 
Beijing. Next thing you know, that plant in Guangzhou is 
placed on hold or, as was the case with South Korean con-
glomerate Lotte, fire safety rules suddenly become an issue.

It was different when China was building its economy and 
needed to catch up to the major industrial powers. That era 
is over. “Made in China 2025,” another signature Xi initiative, 
may offer opportunities for technology investment, but that 
program is about making China great. Not anyone else.

The idea of a Japanese “southern strategy” has roots in 
the country’s history. As Corey Wallace writes in Internatio-
nal Affairs, the concept has been around since the Meiji era 
in the late 19th century. Back then it had military as well as 
commercial components.

However it diversifies its portfolio, Japan is sending one 
clear message: China hasn’t yet vanquished all competitors.

Benjamin Katz

CHINA Southern Airlines Co., 
one of the nation’s top three 

state carriers, is exploring a joint 
venture with British Airways for 
flights between the Asian coun-
try and the U.K., according to the 
company’s global sales director.

Asia’s biggest carrier by fleet 
size is discussing with IAG SA’s 
BA on how to extend cooperation 
beyond the existing basic code- 
share agreement announced in 
December, Senior Vice-President 
Luo Laijin said in an interview 
Friday at London’s Heathrow Air-
port. The two are discussing spe-
cial pro-rate agreements, flight 
connections from the U.K.’s capi-
tal to cities including Manchester, 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, as well 
as to some African cities.

“We are developing with British 
Airways all sorts of different busi-
ness cooperation and we are going 
to develop, even deepen our rela-
tionship with them,” Luo said. He 
was speaking at an event to mark 
the opening of a new route be-
tween London and Sanya, a city at 
the southern tip of China’s Hainan 
Island.

Chinese carriers are bolstering 
their global networks with part-
nerships and investments to serve 
an aviation market that the In-

ternational Air Transport Asso-
ciation estimates will surpass the 
U.S. as the world’s biggest by as 
early as 2022. With more main-
land travelers taking to the skies, 
China Southern plans to expand 
its fleet to about 1,000 by 2020, 
from the current 750 passenger 
and cargo aircraft it operates.

The Guangzhou-based carrier 
has said it’s been building its hub 
and has prioritized subsidizing 
fares for European travelers. It’s 
looking to extend partnerships 
with carriers outside of the three 

global airline alliances, including 
its partnership with Air France- 
KLM, which currently includes a 
joint venture, Laijun said.

China Southern is also “looking 
at other opportunities to do stake 
cooperation” with both U.S. and 
European airlines beyond the 
USD200 million stake purcha-
sed by American Airlines Group 
Inc. last year, he said. Net income 
at the carrier jumped to a record 
5.96 billion yuan ($890 million) 
last year on the back of a stronger 
yuan. Bloomberg

Beijing bars foreign companies, 
other securities from stock link

China Southern in talks 
with British Airways on 
joint venture

CHINESE investors 
will be barred from 

trading in shares of dozens 
of foreign companies and 
those with weighted-vo-
ting rights such as Xiaomi 
Corp. as regulators seek 
to shield retail investors 
using the nation’s stock 
link with Hong Kong from 
less widely understood se-
curities.

The Shanghai Stock Ex-
change’s exclusion also 
covers stapled securities - 
when two or more securi-
ties are linked together, 
according to a July 14 
statement. The decision 
creates an exception to 
current rules allowing all 
Hang Seng Composite In-
dex’s mid- and large-cap 
shares to trade in in Hong 
Kong through the stock 
link. Hang Seng Indexes 
had planned to make the 
three asset classes availa-
ble for inclusion in its in-

dexes in the third quarter.
“Many security com-

panies believe the main-
land investors do not 
fully understand the 
complexity and risks that 
come with more exotic 

products, and that more 
cases of dual class shares 
should be tested out be-
fore allowing mainland 
investors to participate,” 
the regulator said in the 
statement.

The decision is another 
setback for Beijing-ba-
sed Xiaomi to attract lo-
cal investors. The mobile 
phone maker was the first 
company with weighted 
voting rights to list on the 
Hong Kong bourse and 
had already postponed is-
suing Chinese depositary 
receipts amid a sluggish 
market. The ban also may 
continue to make Hong 
Kong-listed companies 
that do most of their busi-
ness outside greater Chi-
na, such as Prada, Sam-
sonite and L’Occitane, 
inaccessible to mainland 
investors.

Xiaomi didn’t immedia-
tely respond to a request 

for comment. Hong Kong 
Exchanges & Clearing 
Ltd. said that it is very 
selective in allowing the 
listing of weighted-voting 
rights companies and that 
sufficient safeguards to 
protect investors are al-
ready in place, according 
to a statement released af-
ter the ruling. The shares 
should be allowed to trade 
on the stock connect link 
“as soon as possible.”

“This fits into the general 
idea that Chinese money 
should be used to support 
Chinese companies,” said 
Shao Yu, Shanghai-based 
chief economist at Orient 
securities, who does not 
see the move as a total 
surprise. “Regulators are 
adopting a rather conser-
vative attitude towards 
weighted-share arrange-
ments and are inclined to 
observe how they do for a 
little longer. “ Bloomberg
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 Rights groups 
have said liu will 
feel pressured 
to remain silent 
as long as her 
brother liu Hui 
remains in China

Nobel widow’s release is  
short-lived human rights triumph

June trade with North Korea falls by more than half
Joe McDonald

CHINA’S imports from 
North Korea plunged 

92.6 percent in June com-
pared with a year earlier 
under U.N. sanctions im-
posed to stop Pyongyang’s 
nuclear and missile pro-
grams, the customs agen-
cy said Friday.

Exports of Chinese oil 
and other goods to the 
North fell 40.6 percent, a 
customs agency spokes-
man, Huang Songping, 
said at a news conference. 
He gave no financial totals.

The trade curbs have re-
mained in place despite 
diplomatic contacts inclu-
ding U.S. President Do-

nald Trump’s June mee-
ting with North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

American Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo, who 
visited Pyongyang this 
month, said sanctions 
wouldn’t be lifted until 
Kim follows through on 
his pledge to scrap its nu-
clear weapons.

China provides nearly 
all of the isolated North’s 
trade and energy supplies. 
Beijing has imposed limits 
on oil exports and sharply 
reduced North Korean re-
venue by banning purcha-
ses of its textiles, seafood 
and coal.

Beijing was long Pyon-
gyang’s diplomatic pro-

tector but has supported 
the U.N. sanctions out of 
frustration at what Chi-
nese leaders see as their 
neighbor’s increasingly re-
ckless behavior.

Beijing also ordered Nor-
th Korean-owned restau-
rants and other businesses 
in China, an important re-
venue source, to close.

In the first six months of 
the year, Chinese imports 
fell 88.7 percent from the 
same period of 2017 to 
690 million yuan (USD103 
million), according to 
Huang. Exports declined 
43.1 percent to 6.4 billion 
yuan ($960 million).

Huang said Chinese ex-
ports to the North have 

declined for 11 straight 
months, while imports 
have declined for 10 mon-
ths.

Beijing has “consistently 
implemented” the U.N. 
trade curbs, Huang said.

Also Friday, a deputy 
Chinese foreign minis-
ter sounded a reassuring 
note about North Korea 
after Trump complained 
Beijing might be disrup-
ting diplomatic efforts due 
to its trade dispute with 
Washington. The official, 
Kong Xuanyou, said the-
re has been “positive mo-
mentum” and Beijing is in 
“close coordination” with 
Washington.

“We will stay in touch 

with the United States 
through various channels 
in a joint effort to uphold 
peace and stability on the 
peninsula to facilitate the 
political settlement of the 

Korean issue,” Kong said.
If the governments invol-

ved “candid discussions as 
equals,” then “all the ques-
tions will find the right 
answers,” he said. AP

Yanan Wang, Gerry Shih

THE release of the Chi-
nese Nobel Peace lau-
reate Liu Xiaobo’s wi-
dow from eight years of 

house arrest this week brought 
some comfort to China’s activis-
ts. But the rare triumph for hu-
man rights in China was short- 
lived: Her brother was forced to 
stay behind, ensuring Liu Xia 
stayed silent on the one-year 
anniversary of her husband’s 
death Friday.

Memorials are planned in 
Hong Kong and Berlin, where 
Liu Xia landed this week after 
years of international calls to 
free her from the isolation Chi-
na imposed to quell any encou-
ragement Liu Xiaobo’s Nobel 
might have had on human righ-
ts activists.

But the poet and artist Liu 
Xia herself will be noticeably 
absent. Tienchi Martin-Liao, a 
Chinese-born writer based in 
Germany and friend of the cou-
ple, said Liu cannot meet with 
the public or speak to the media 
for “reasons that have nothing 
to do with her health.” 

“She wants to join, but she 
cannot,” Martin-Liao said Fri-
day by phone. Rights groups 
have said Liu will feel pressured 
to remain silent as long as her 
brother Liu Hui remains in Chi-
na. Liu Xia was never charged 
with a crime and is seen worl-
dwide as a tragic victim of her 
love for an enemy of the Chine-
se state.

Liu Xiaobo was serving an 11-
year sentence for “inciting sub-
version of state power” when he 
died of liver cancer last sum-
mer. He helped write Charter 
08, a manifesto calling for po-
litical and economic liberaliza-
tion.

In 2010, while Liu was in pri-
son, he was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize. China was outra-
ged and denounced the Nobel 
committee as celebrating a cri-
minal. Liu Xia was put under 
house arrest, with guards at 

her apartment building keeping 
away visitors, soon after she re-
turned from telling him in pri-
son that he had been given the 
honor.

The isolation drove her into 
depression. Martin-Liao said 
Liu Xia’s psychological condi-
tion has greatly improved since 
she arrived in Berlin, but they 
are awaiting medical consul-
tations before changing drugs 
given to her by Chinese state se-
curity agents during her house 
arrest.

Despite the constraints on the 
widow and concerns about her 
health, Martin-Liao struck an 
optimistic note.

“But on the whole, she’s in 
really good spirits,” Martin- 
Liao said. “You’ve seen the pic-
tures: She is like a small bird 
that has flown out.”

Back in mainland China, the 

authorities have gone to great 
lengths to prevent attempts to 
pay tribute to Liu Xiaobo.

Because Liu’s ashes were bu-
ried in the ocean in proceedings 
that were closely controlled by 
the authorities, supporters have 
tried to hold memorials by va-
rious seashores. Some among 
them have been detained or ar-
rested.

On Friday, police escorted 
Beijing activist Hu Jia to the 
northern city of Chongli, whi-
ch doesn’t have a coastline, to 
prevent him from marking the 
anniversary.

Hu, speaking by phone from 
his enforced trip, said he re-

membered Liu Xiaobo for being 
courageous in his convictions 
and having humanitarian spirit.

“He was called a traitor, an 
enemy of the nation,” Hu said. 
“But in fact, he did everything 
out of love and humanity — he 
was truly human.”

Government critics reflecting 
on the anniversary said Liu 
Xia’s release did little to change 
the reality that the harshest cra-
ckdown on civil liberties in de-
cades was continuing unabated. 
On Wednesday, a veteran pro-
democracy campaigner was 
sentenced to 13 years in prison 
for “subversion” — a similar 
charge to Liu Xiaobo’s.

“They say that China has ente-
red a new era, and indeed that 
is the case,” said Bao Tong, a 
former high-ranking Commu-
nist Party official and friend of 
the couple. “So long as you are 
living as a Chinese citizen, you 
are in a constant state of defen-
ding your rights, because your 
rights are in a constant state of 
being infringed upon.”

The administration of Pre-
sident Xi Jinping, the most 
powerful Chinese leader since 
Mao Zedong, has led a wides-
pread crackdown on civil so-
ciety, targeting human rights 
lawyers and other independent 
groups considered a threat to 
the ruling party.

Bao was hopeful that history 
would ultimately side with Liu.

“History is not going to say 
that China had a criminal na-
med Liu Xiaobo,” Bao said. 
“Rather, it will say that China 
had many people who longed 
for a democratic, constitutio-
nal government, but they were 
thrown into jail by those in 
power at the time.” AP

Tourists peek through the telescopes into North Korea as a truck 
crosses the friendship bridge connecting China and North Korea

In this Thursday picture, Liu Xia (right) stands with friend Tienchi Martin-Liao in a residence in Berlin
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Alex Tanzi, Wei Lu

YEARS of low fertility, emigra-
tion, political strife, economic 

contraction and natural disasters 
have contributed to population 
losses in some global cities, accor-
ding to data released by the United 
Nations. Most of the cities with 
falling populations are located in 
Asia and eastern Europe, such as 
Japan, Poland, Romania, Russia 
and Ukraine, where overall popu-
lation sizes have been either stag-
nating or in decline.

As of 2018, Tokyo is still the wor-
ld’s largest city with 37 million 
inhabitants, but it’s growth has 
plateaued and is projected to begin 
declining around 2020, while De-
lhi continues the ascend to become 
the most populous city in the wor-
ld in 2028.

In the Land of the Rising Sun po-
pulation declines are widespread. 
Between 2030 and 2035, 63 ur-
ban areas, out of a total of 1,800 
in the world, with a population 
of 300,000 inhabitants or more 
in 2018, are expected to shrink. 
Of which, 33, or more than half 
of them are in Japan. By the end 
of the century there could be 50 
million fewer Japanese than there 
were at its peak.

Looking at approximately one 

generation’s time from 2000 to 
2030, the population of three in-
dustrial cities in China’s Yichun, 
in the northeast province of Hei-
longjiang, Youngstown in Ohio, 
United States and Hamhung, in 

the Hamgyong province of North 
Korean are expected to fall in size 
significantly.

Among the most populous cities 
in 2000, some will make a dra-
matic change by 2030. New York-

Newark metropolitan area, will be 
pushed out of top 10. Paris, Fran-
ce, the only Western European 
entry in 2000, will place number 
35 in 2030, with a forecast of 11.7 
million people. Seoul, South Ko-

rea, with an estimated annualized 
growth rate of less than 0.1 per-
cent, second lowest to Osaka, Ja-
pans negligible rate of growth will 
be pushed to No. 42 in 2030, a 24 
place drop in rank. Bloomberg

Tokyo’s reign as world’s largest city fades
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They were ready 
to make pathetic 
and frantic 
efforts to serve 
their interests 
if the court had 
rescued Park’s 
presidency.

KIM DoNG-YUB
SEoUL’S INSTITUTE FoR FAR 

EASTERN STUDIES.

Hyung-Jin Kim, Kim Tong-Hyung

A group of army gene-
rals rolling tanks and 
troops into Seoul to 
seize power. Paratroo-

pers firing at large crowds calling 
for democracy. Tanks and armo-
red vehicles stationed at univer-
sities to intimidate student pro-
testers.

Such scenes of military inter-
vention in South Korea have been 
nonexistent since the country 
achieved democracy in the late 
1980s. But revelations this past 
week of a document showing the 
military drafted plans to mobilize 
troops to suppress protests last 
year have struck a nerve among 
people in one of Asia’s most vi-
brant and wealthiest democra-
cies. Some allege the plans even 
included a scenario for a coup.

The memories of brutal, mili-
tary-backed dictatorships that 
imprisoned, tortured and exe-
cuted dissidents remain vivid to 
many South Koreans. But most 
experts say the actual chances 
for another coup in South Korea 
are extremely low. A look at the 
explosive revelations and why a 
coup is nearly impossible to pull 
off today:

ERuPTION OF SCANDAL
A controversy over the military 

plans arose last week when a ru-
ling party lawmaker disclosed a 
document drafted by a military 
intelligence unit that showed 
plans to deploy troops if protes-
ts grew violent following a court 
ruling in March 2017 that would 
determine the fate of conserva-
tive then-President Park Geun- 
hye. Lawmakers had impeached 
Park over broad corruption alle-
gations in December 2016.

The document written by the 
Defense Security Command 
describes a military response to 
protests both in support of and 
against Park. After the Consti-
tutional Court ruled to formally 
remove Park from office, fierce 
rallies erupted denouncing the 

court verdict but weren’t serious 
enough to pose a threat to natio-
nal security. The plans for troop 
deployment weren’t carried out.

However, Lim Tae-hoon, an 
activist who analyzed the docu-
ment, said the plans were clearly 
targeted at a much larger group 
of anti-Park protesters, who 
poured onto the streets in their 
millions to passionately but pea-
cefully call for Park’s ouster.

Pointing out that the document 
included plans for martial law and 
contemplated how the army could 
bypass the military’s normal chain 
of command to quickly deploy 
large forces to Seoul, Lim raised 
suspicions that a closed group of 
army leaders plotted a coup to in-
crease Park’s powers if she survi-
ved the attempt to oust her.

“There was no reason at all for 
the army to prepare plans to de-
ploy troops and even consider 
martial law,” Lim said.

Following a public outcry, 

Park’s liberal successor, Moon 
Jae-in, who won the presiden-
tial election in May last year, 
ordered an investigation into 
the document. Baek Hye-ryun, 
a lawmaker from Moon’s party, 
said it would have been “no diffe-
rent than a coup” if army leaders 
had plotted to use drastic measu-
res to crack down on anti-Park 
protesters.

Military experts downplay such 
views. Despite the peaceful natu-
re of the protests, the military is 
obligated to prepare for exceptio-
nal situations where troop inter-
vention is required to maintain 
order, they say.

Kim Dong-yub, a former Sou-
th Korean military official, said 
it’s clear that the creators of the 
document “were held captive by 
the past.” Still, it would be exces-
sive to say there were plans for a 
coup, he said.

“They were ready to make pa-
thetic and frantic efforts to serve 
their interests if the court had 
rescued Park’s presidency,” said 
Kim, now an analyst at Seoul’s 
Institute for Far Eastern Studies.

IS A COuP EVEN 
POSSIBLE?

None of the five military exper-
ts interviewed by The Associated 
Press believed there was a real 
chance a coup could happen in 
21st century South Korea. “The-
re’s not even a 0.1 percent chance 
for that,” said Kim Taewoo, for-
mer president of the Korea Ins-
titute for National Unification in 
Seoul.

Here’s why experts find a coup 
virtually impossible:

__ Ubiquitous smartphones 
and internet services in South 
Korea would make it extremely 

difficult for rebels to keep their 
coup plans confidential and 
sneak troops to large population 
areas. South Korea is one of the 
world’s most wired nations, with 
about eight out of every 10 citi-
zens having smartphones.

__ Coup forces would try to sei-
ze TV stations and newspapers 
to dictate the flow of information 
and force their message to the 
public. But that’s much harder to 
do in the age of live streams on 
Facebook, Twitter and YouTube.

__ Tanks and other military 
vehicles mobilized by coup for-
ces would probably never reach 
Seoul in time, bogged down by 
the metropolitan area’s noto-
rious traffic.

__ Most importantly, many 
young soldiers and officers, born 
and raised in a full-fledged de-
mocracy, likely wouldn’t follow 
orders if their commanders turn 
against their own citizens.

“The sense of citizenship by our 
soldiers is totally different from 
the past. If they got an unjust 
order to point their guns at their 
own citizens, not at North Korea, 
I doubt they would follow such 
orders,” said Seoul-based mili-
tary expert Kim Dae-young.

South Korea has more than 
600,000 troops, a majority of 
them men in their 20s drafted 
into a two-year mandatory ser-
vice.

PAST MILITARY RuLES
The fierce public reaction to the 

document is partly tied to Park’s 
family history. She is the daugh-
ter of staunch anti-communist 
dictator Park Chung-hee, a late 
general-turned-autocrat who 
ruled South Korea for nearly 20 
years before he was assassinated 

by his own spy chief in 1979.
Park Chung-hee led several 

thousand marines, paratroopers 
and other combat forces that mo-
ved into Seoul in the early hours 
of May 16, 1961, in the country’s 
first successful coup. During his 
rule, he occasionally proclaimed 
martial law and other decrees to 
crack down on protests and jail 
critics.

He had previously survived two 
attempts on his life and justified 
his dictatorship with the threat 
posed by what he called bellige-
rent North Korea. Proponents 
remember him as a hero who 
achieved a rapid industrializa-
tion and lifted the nation from 
the devastation of the 1950-53 
Korean War, but opponents call 
him a ruthless leader with a bloo-
dy record of civilian oppression.

Less than two months after 
Park Chung-hee’s death, Maj. 
Gen. Chun Doo-hwan and his 
military cronies drove tanks and 
troops into Seoul in December 
1979 in the country’s second 
successful coup. The next year, 
he orchestrated a brutal military 
crackdown on a pro-democra-
cy uprising in the southern city 
of Gwangju, killing at least 200 
people.

In the summer of 1987, massi-
ve street protests forced Chun’s 
government to accept direct pre-
sidential elections. However, his 
army buddy Roh Tae-woo, who 
had joined Chun’s 1979 coup, 
won the election held later in 
1987 thanks largely to divided 
votes among liberal opposition 
candidates.

After leaving office, both Chun 
and Roh were arrested and spent 
time in prison on bribery, trea-
son and other charges. AP

Did S. Korea army plot coup to 
keep ousted leader in power?

In this March 30, 2017, file photo, ousted South Korean President Park Geun-hye, center, arrives at the 
Seoul Central District Court

In this Dec. 17, 2016 file photo, protesters shout slogans during a rally against the impeached Park  
Geun-hye
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 The indictment 
also puts to rest 
a conspiracy 
theory, carefully 
nurtured by 
Assange and his 
supporters

Charges undermine Assange denials  
about hacked email origins

HAITI

Prime minister resigns amid fuel price hike fallout
Ezequiel Abiu Lopez, 
Evens Sanon

HAITIAN Prime Mi-
nister Jack Guy La-

fontant resigned Saturday 
amid calls for him to step 
down over his handling of 
a failed plan to raise fuel 
prices that set off a wave 
of deadly protests.

Lafontant told Haiti’s 
Chamber of Deputies that 
he sent President Jovenel 
Moise his resignation le-
tter. Moise confirmed via 
Twitter that he had ac-
cepted Lafontant’s resig-
nation along with those of 
other Cabinet members.

The prime minister’s 

abrupt resignation came 
ahead of a vote on a mo-
tion of censure Lafontant, 
a first step toward asking 
that Moise name a new 
prime minister to form a 
Cabinet to handle the cri-
sis. The prime minister is 
the second highest official 
in Haiti after the presi-
dent.

Lafontant was to answer 
questions about the July 
6-8 riots that followed the 
government’s attempt to 
raise fuel prices by up to 
51 percent as part of an 
agreement with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund. 
At least seven people were 
killed and dozens of busi-

nesses were looted during 
the unrest.

Instead, Lafontant used 
the opportunity to annou-
nce his resignation, while 
in various parts of Haiti’s 
small protests were held 
demanding the head of 
state step down.

As the session began, 
chamber president Gary 
Bodaeu wrote on his Twi-
tter account that the legis-
lature “is at a crossroads 
in history; it must assume 
its responsibilities.” He 
had earlier called the pri-
ce hikes “untimely” and 
“inoperative.”

Lafontant suspended the 
fuel prices increases after 

protests erupted last week 
but the disturbances con-
tinued and calls for the 
prime minister to resign 
grew, including from the 
opposition and some busi-
ness groups.

Lafontant, a 57-year-old 
doctor who took office in 
March 2017, had said the 
price hikes of 38 percent 
to 51 percent for gasoline, 
diesel and kerosene were 
needed for Haiti to balan-
ce its budget.

Government officials 
agreed to reduce subsidies 
for fuel in February as 
part of an assistance pa-
ckage with the IMF. The 
agreement also included 

increased spending on 
social services and infras-
tructure and improved tax 
collection in an effort to 
modernize the economy 
of one of the poorest na-

tions in the Western He-
misphere.

Lafontant’s replacement 
will be nominated by Moi-
se and confirmed by the 
Senate. AP

Raphael Satter, Desmond Butler

AT the beginning of 2017, one 
of Julian Assange’s biggest 

media boosters traveled to the 
WikiLeaks founder’s refuge insi-
de the Ecuadorean Embassy in 
London and asked him where he 
got the leaks that shook up the 
U.S. presidential election only 
months earlier.

Fox News host Sean Hannity 
pointed straight to the purloi-
ned emails from the Democratic 
National Committee and Hillary 
Clinton’s campaign chairman.

“Can you say to the American 
people, unequivocally, that you 
did not get this information about 
the DNC, John Podesta’s emails, 
can you tell the American people 
1,000 percent you did not get it 
from Russia or anybody associa-
ted with Russia?”

“Yes,” Assange said. “We can say 
— we have said repeatedly — over 
the last two months that our sour-
ce is not the Russian government 
and it is not a state party.”

The Justice Department’s in-
dictment Friday of 12 Russian 
military intelligence officers un-
dermines those denials. And if 
the criminal charges are proved, 
it would show that WikiLeaks 
(referred to as “Organization 1” in 
the indictment) received the ma-
terial from Guccifer 2.0, a perso-
na directly controlled by Russia’s 
Main Intelligence Directorate of 
the General Staff, also known as 
GRU, and even gave the Russian 
hackers advice on how to dissemi-
nate it.

Whether Assange knew that tho-
se behind Guccifer 2.0 were Rus-
sian agents is not addressed in the 
indictment. But it seems unlikely 
that Assange, a former hacker 

who once boasted of having com-
promised U.S. military networks 
himself, could have missed the 
extensive coverage blaming the 
Kremlin for the DNC hack.

Assange told Hannity he exer-
cised exclusive control over 
WikiLeaks’ releases. “There is one 
person in the world, and I think 
it’s actually only one, who knows 
exactly what’s going on with our 
publications and that’s me,” As-
sange said.

On June 22, 2016, by which 
point the online publication Mo-
therboard had already debunked 
Guccifer 2.0’s claim to be a lone 
Romanian hacker, WikiLeaks 
sent a typo-ridden message to the 
persona, saying that releasing the 
material through WikiLeaks wou-
ld have “a much higher impact 
than what you are doing,” the in-
dictment states.

“If you have anything hillary 
related we want it in the next 
[two] days pref[er]able because 
the DNC is approaching and she 
will solidify bernie supporters 
behind her after,” says a message 
from July 6, 2016, referring to the 
upcoming Democratic National 

Convention and Clinton’s chief 
party rival, Bernie Sanders.

The exchange appears to point 
to a desire to undercut Clinton 
by playing up divisions within 
the Democratic camp. “we think 
trump has only a 25% chance of 
winning against hillary ... so con-
flict between bernie and hillary is 
interesting,” the message says.

At that time in the campaign, 
there were simmering tensions 
between the supporters of Clinton 
and Sanders that would come to 
a head during the convention be-
cause of the hacked emails.

WikiLeaks and a lawyer for As-
sange, Melinda Taylor, did not re-

turn messages seeking comment 
on the indictment or the exchan-
ges with Guccifer 2.0.

Assange’s eagerness to get his 
hands on the alleged material 
from GRU reflected in the indict-
ment — and prevent anyone else 
from beating WikiLeaks to the 
punch — is also revealed in leaked 
messages to journalist Emma 
Best. She, like several other repor-
ters, also was in communication 
with Guccifer 2.0.

In copies of Twitter messages 
obtained by The Associated Press 
and first reported by BuzzFeed, 
WikiLeaks demands that Best 
butt out.

“Please ‘leave’ their convers[a]
tion with them and us,” WikiLeaks 
said on August 13, 2016, arguing 
that the impact of material would 
be “very substantially reduced” if 
Best handled the leak.

Best told BuzzFeed she dropped 
the matter. About an hour after 
the conversation ended, Guccifer 
2.0 announced on Twitter that 
it was sending a “major trove” of 
data and emails to WikiLeaks.

The indictment also puts to rest 
a conspiracy theory, carefully 

nurtured by Assange and his su-
pporters, that slain DNC staffer 
Seth Rich was at the origin of the 
leaks.

Rich died in July 2016 in what 
police in the District of Columbia 
say was a botched robbery. But 
the tragedy became fodder for 
conspiracy theorists who pushed 
the unfounded allegation that 
Rich, 27, had been providing in-
formation to the hackers and was 
killed for it.

It was Assange who first floa-
ted the idea into the mainstream, 
bringing up Rich’s case in an in-
terview with Dutch television the 
following month.

“What are you suggesting?” the 
startled anchor asked him. “I’m 
suggesting that our sources take 
risks and they become concerned 
to see things occurring like that,” 
Assange answered.

The anchor pressed Assange 
repeatedly, eventually saying: 
“It’s quite something to suggest 
a murder. That’s basically what 
you’re doing.”

Over the next few months, 
WikiLeaks would continue to am-
plify the conspiracy theory - all 
while stopping short of endorsing 
it outright. During all this time, 
the indictment alleges, WikiLeaks 
knew full well that Guccifer 2.0 
was its source, cajoling the ac-
count’s operators to hand it more 
data and ordering rival journalis-
ts to steer clear.

The conspiracy theory has been 
a source of deep pain for Rich’s 
family, who declined to comment 
on the indictment.

Lisa Lynch, an associate pro-
fessor of media and communica-
tions at Drew University who has 
written about WikiLeaks, said the 
indictment highlighted the cyni-
cism of WikiLeaks’ wink-wink su-
pport for conspiracy theories.

“We can see very well-intentio-
ned people arguing about whe-
ther those documents should 
be published,” Lynch said of the 
DNC documents. “But the whole 
Seth Rich thing is incredibly ve-
nal.” AP

People run after cars were set on fire near the Best Western hotel 
during protests over a fuel price increase in Port-au-Prince

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange greets supporters from a balcony of the Ecuadorian embassy in London
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Trump’s remarks about changing 
European culture draw ire

nICARAGuA 

Students reunite with families after attacks
MORE than 200 Ni-

caraguan university 
students were reunited 
with their parents Satur-
day after a tense night of 
armed attacks that left two 
dead and dozens wounded.

The students had sought 
refuge in a local church af-
ter police forced them out 
of the National Autono-
mous University of Nicara-
gua, which had been occu-
pied during two months of 
protests against the gover-
nment of President Daniel 
Ortega.

“It was a really hard night. 
They discharged their en-
tire heavy arsenal against 

stones and mortars,” said 
a sobbing young man who 
declined to give his name 
out of fear. “They wanted 
to kill us all.”

Father Raul Zamora 
said the students came 
under fire at the Jesus of 
Divine Mercy church for 
more than 12 hours. He 
said a journalist from The 
Washington Post and a 
journalist from the BBC 
exited the church safely 
earlier Saturday, along 
with some wounded stu-
dents who needed urgent 
hospital care.

The police onslaught 
was televised by local me-

dia outlets and covered 
by three local journalists 
who reported via Facebook 
Live. Students fearing for 
their lives sent farewell 
messages to friends and fa-
mily. “I did it for the coun-
try and I don’t regret it,” a 
crying girl said in a video 
that went viral. “Forgive 
me mama, I love you.”

The police have not is-
sued official statements.

Two students were killed, 
Roman Catholic cardinal 
Leopoldo Brenes said.

On Saturday morning, 
Cardinal Brenes negotia-
ted with the president’s of-
fice for the safe transfer of 

students out of the church 
and to the Metropolitan 
cathedral, where repre-
sentatives from the Inter- 
American Commission on 
Human Rights were on 
hand. “We have said not 
one more death, and this 
keeps happening,” Brenes 
said. “These two deaths 
hurt.”

Tensions in Nicaragua 
erupted this spring after 
the government announ-
ced cuts to social security. 
The changes were quickly 
reversed, but students took 
to the streets and occupied 
the main university with 
a wider call for Ortega to 
step down.

The crisis has left around 
270 dead and more than 
2,000 wounded as forces 
loyal to the government cra-
ck down on opponents.  AP

Jesse J. Holland, Russell Contreras

PRESIDENT Donald 
Trump’s lament this 
week that immigration is 
“changing the culture” of 

Europe echoed rising anti-immi-
grant feelings on both sides of the 
Atlantic, where Europe and the 
United States are going through a 
demographic transformation that 
makes some of the white majority 
uncomfortable.

Historians and advocates imme-
diately denounced Trump’s com-
ments, saying such talk would en-
courage white nationalists.

“The way he put this argument 
about changing our culture [...] 
about Europe becoming less nice 
than it is, in other words, the-
se people are here and they are 
making the culture crappy and 
making the place lesser, that’s 
straight out of the white suprema-
cist/white nationalist playbook,” 
said Heidi Beirich, director of the 
Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
Intelligence Project.

Trump, in an interview with 
the British newspaper The Sun, 
blamed immigration for a chan-
ging culture in Europe: “I think 
allowing millions and millions 
of people to come into Europe is 
very, very sad. I think you are lo-
sing your culture. Look around. 
You go through certain areas that 
didn’t exist ten or 15 years ago.”

Trump, the grandson of a Ger-
man immigrant and the son of a 
Scottish immigrant to the United 
States, repeated his contention at 
a news conference with British 
Prime Minister Theresa May:

“I just think it’s changing the 
culture. I think it’s a very nega-
tive thing for Europe. I think it’s 
very negative,” he said. “I think 
it’s very much hurt other parts of 
Europe. And I know it’s politically 
not necessarily correct to say that, 
but I’ll say it and I’ll say it loud. 
And I think they better watch 
themselves because you are chan-
ging culture, you are changing a 
lot of things.” Beirich called those 
comments “racist.”

Claire M. Massey, a scholar at 

the Institute for British and North 
American Studies at Ernst-Moritz- 
Arndt Universität in Greifswald, 
Germany, said Trump’s com-
ments were “awfully painful,” es-
pecially for the United Kingdom, 
where immigration has played a 
key role in rebuilding the country 
after World War II. “England and 
the United Kingdom wouldn’t be 
what it is today without immi-
grants,” she said.

Massey said Trump’s comments 
remind her of the rhetoric coming 
from neo-Nazis in Germany and 
Poland. The comments will em-
bolden the far-right in Europe at 
a time when many European na-
tions are already very diverse.

Lisbon, Portugal, for example, 
is now home to sizable and visi-
ble Brazilian, Cape Verdean, and 
Angolan populations. The im-
migrant groups and their Portu-
guese-born children have helped 
revitalize areas of the cities once 
in disrepair and have a presence 
in everything from professional 

football teams to popular culture.
Portuguese Mozambique-born 

fado singer Mariza is among the 
nation’s most beloved perfor-
mers.

In France, immigrants from the 
Middle East and Africa have se-
ttled throughout Paris and have 
drawn the ire of the far-right and 
even some moderates over the 
city’s changing makeup. Then-
French Prime Minister François 
Fillon decreed in 2011 that wo-
men were banned from wearing 
face veils outside of the home 
except in mosques or as car pas-
sengers. A European court later 
upheld the ban, saying the intent 
was to unify the country, but not 
before an outcry by human rights 
activists.

Throughout England, from Lon-
don to Liverpool, immigrants 
from Asia, Africa, the Middle East 
and the former British colonies 
in the Caribbean have reshaped 
various neighborhoods, drawing 
scorn from members of the far- 
right and some rural residents 
who blamed the European Union 
and immigrants for the economic 
struggles of once-prosperous mi-
ning regions.

The United States is also going 

through a demographic shift. The 
Census Bureau estimates that the 
country’s population will have 
more minorities than whites for 
the first time in 2043, a change 
due in part to higher birth rates 
among Hispanics and a stagna-
ting or declining birth rate among 
blacks, whites and Asians.

Trump’s public life has been fil-
led with controversial statements 
about immigrants.

In the first moments of his pre-
sidential campaign in June 2015, 
he called for the construction of a 
border wall with Mexico and ac-
cused the country of sending mi-
grants who were “bringing drugs. 
They’re bringing crime. They’re 
rapists. And some, I assume, are 
good people.”

He continually used dark ima-
gery to depict immigrants as 
dangerous invaders. Then, in the 
aftermath of a terrorist attack that 
December in San Bernardino, 
California, that was carried out 
by a U.S.-born Muslim and his 
Pakistani wife, who was a legal 
U.S. resident, Trump called for 
barring all Muslims from entering 
the country. The Supreme Court 
eventually upheld his executive 
order banning travel from several 

mostly Muslim countries, rejec-
ting challenges that it discrimina-
ted against Muslims or exceeded 
his authority.

In January, Trump questioned 
why the U.S. would accept more 
immigrants from Haiti and “shi-
thole countries” in Africa as he 
rejected a bipartisan immigration 
deal, according to one participant 
and people briefed on the conver-
sation.

In recent weeks, Trump bowed 
to tremendous political pressure 
and issued an executive order en-
ding his administration’s practice 
of separating migrant children 
from their parents when families 
cross the border with Mexico ille-
gally.

Paul A. Kramer, a Vanderbilt 
University historian who speciali-
zes in the politics of inequality in 
the United States, said Trump’s 
most recent comments were an 
intentional attempt to ally himself 
and his base in the United States 
with the far-right nationalist mo-
vements in Europe.

“The rising tide of white nationa-
lism is something that he embra-
ces, that he sees himself as parti-
cipating in and that he wants to 
encourage,” Kramer said. AP

A student, who had taken refuge at the Jesus of Divine Mercy 
church amid a barrage of armed attacks, is embraced by a relative

Protestors holding banners gather after a march opposed to the visit of the U.S. President in Trafalgar Square, London 
I think allowing 
millions and 
millions of 
people to come 
into Europe is 
very, very sad. 
I think you are 
losing your 
culture.

DoNALD TRUMP
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Sculpture – a Journey, exhibition by 
antónio leça
time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
            12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
until: october 21, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2852 2550

catalogue exhibition in celebration of the 
20th anniVerSary of macau muSeum
time: 10am-6pm (closed on Fridays)
until: August 30, 2018 
Venue: Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2875 1516

treaSure of Sacred art of St. JoSeph’S 
Seminary
time: 10am-5pm daily (closed on Wednesdays, 
open on public holidays)  
Venue: St. Joseph’s Seminary and Church, Rua do 
Seminário 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2835 7911

mandarin’S houSe
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Wednesdays, open on public holidays) 
addreSS: No. 10, Travessa de António da Silva 
admiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2896 8820

macau Science centre
time: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
admiSSion: MoP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MoP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MoP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
enquirieS: (853) 2888 0822 

this day in history

A small Finnish craft brewery is paying a humorous 
tribute to the Helsinki summit.

RPS Brewing has issued a limited-edition lager de-
picting cartoon U.S. and Russian presidents on its 
label, with text for Donald Trump and vladimir Putin 
saying “Let’s Settle This Like Adults” and “Making La-
ger Great Again.”

The beer has been in high demand since it hit the 
shelves nationwide a few days ago and the whole 
10,000-bottle lot had been sold out ahead of Monday’s 
summit.  Samples have also been delivered to the U.S. 
and Russian embassies in Helsinki.

CEo Samuli Huuhtanen told The Associated Press 
on Saturday that “a couple of good beers can help 
any negotiations,” especially if followed by a visit to a 
Finnish sauna.

 Offbeat
finnish brewery creates quirky 
beer for trump-putin summit

The Apollo 11 space rocket has taken off successfully 
from Cape Kennedy, Florida, at the start of the first at-
tempt to land a man on the Moon. An estimated one 
million people gathered from all over the state to see 
the giant Saturn 5 booster rocket blast off. The launch 
was on schedule, at 1432 BST (1332 GMT).

Nine seconds before lift-off, the rocket’s five engines 
ignited, sending a sheet of flame over the launch pad 
and about 20 acres of the surrounding marshland. Then 
with an immense roar, the booster rocket took off into 
the sky, taking Apollo 11 and the hopes of the world 
with it.

It is the first time human beings have attempted to 
land on another heavenly body. Almost 12 minutes la-
ter, Apollo 11 went into orbit around the Earth.

on board are three astronauts, Neil Armstrong, Mi-
chael Collins, and Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin. All have already 
flown in space during the Gemini manned space mis-
sions, and have been intensively training as a team for 
many months.

They carry with them goodwill messages from the 
heads of the member states of the United Nations and 
their flags.

Two hours and 44 minutes after take-off, the engine of 
the third-stage booster was fired for five minutes and 
47 seconds, and the speed increased to 24,545mph 
(39,500 km/h) to take the astronauts out of orbit and 
shoot them off to the Moon.

Neil Armstrong, the flight’s commander, reported: “We 
have no complaint with any of the three stages on that 
ride. It was beautiful.”

The launch was watched by US vice-President Spiro 
Agnew, who said it marked a “new era of civilization”.

“With the lift-off of Apollo 11, America enters a new 
age of discovery,” he said. 

Apollo 11 is scheduled to touch down on the Moon 
on Sunday 20 July if all goes well. Speaking at a news 
conference before the launch, Neil Armstrong said the 
landing on the Moon and the take-off from it were “the 
big unknowns”.

The lunar module, known as Eagle, is scheduled to 
land on the Moon at 2100 BST (2000 GMT).

Courtesy BBC News

1969 apollo 11 takes off for 
         the moon

in context
On 21 July 1969, right on schedule, Neil Armstrong became the first man 
to set foot on the Moon, stepping onto the Moon’s surface in the Sea of 
Tranquillity at 0256 GMT.
He was joined by Buzz Aldrin 20 minutes later. The entire event was 
watched avidly by millions live on television across the world.
The Apollo 11 crew returned safely on 24 July and spent the next 21 days 
in quarantine at an American military base - a procedure dropped in 
subsequent missions since no alien organisms were found.
The Moon landing marked the pinnacle of the space race and American 
investment in the space programme declined accordingly.
The last three of the original 20 Apollo missions were cancelled, and the 
last lunar module, Apollo 17, landed in December 1972.
In January 2004 however, interest in missions to the Moon was rekindled 
when US President George Bush announced American astronauts would 
return to the Moon by 2020 as the launching point for journeys further 
into space. 

cinema
cineteatro
12 - 18 Jul

ant-man and the wasP
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: Peyton reed
starring: Paul rudd, evangeline lilly, michael douglas
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

skysCraPer
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: rawson marshall thurbe
starring: dwayne Johnson, neve Campbell, Chin han
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 102min

beirut
room 3
2:30, 4:30, 7:15pm
director: brad anderson
starring: Jon hamm, rosamund Pike
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 109min

Code glass lelouCh of rebellion iii - 
glorifiCation
room 3
9:15pm
director: goro taniguchi
starring: Jun fukuyama, takahiro skurai, yukana
language:Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 140min



mon 16.07.2018

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 macau’s leading newspaper 17
 

aCross: 1- Island near Sicily; 6- Praise; 10- Part of ETA; 13- Donkeys; 14- Initial 
stake in a hand of poker; 15- Actor Guinness; 16- Bridges; 17- Intend; 18- Rocket 
launcher; 19- Sets of equipment; 20- Reconsider; 22- Catches sight of; 24- 
Low bow; 28- Methuselah’s claim to fame; 31- Curt; 32- Lauder of cosmetics; 
34- Numbered hwy.; 36- Playthings; 37- “Wheel of Fortune” buy; 38- Place in a 
bank account; 41- Gore and Hirt; 42- Touched down; 44- Give ___ break!; 45- 
ornamental coronet; 47- Capital of vietnam; 49- Hymn; 51- Midday nap; 53- A 
place for vacationers; 56- Having a resemblance; 59- Muddy up; 61- Color quality; 
64- Yours, in Tours; 65- Conductor Georg; 66- Egyptian fertility goddess; 67- And 
___ goes; 68- Silk fabric; 69- Fast flier; 70- Juniors, perhaps; 71- Curved letters;
 
down: 1- Face covering; 2- Easy ___; 3- Atty.-to-be exams; 4- Sawbuck; 5- 
Pompous sort; 6- San Diego suburb; 7- Work without ___; 8- Mormon state of 
western USA; 9- Actor Leary; 10- Carte 
start; 11- Hi-___; 12- Color Tv pioneer; 
15- Short sock; 20- Cash in; 21- Writer 
Hentoff; 23- ___ Three Lives; 25- 
Bellowing; 26- Sanctuaries; 27- Untidy 
condition; 29- Moan; 30- Little green men; 
32- China’s Zhou ___; 33- River that flows 
through Paris; 35- one or the other; 37- 
Sounds of relief; 39- Legume; 40- Evens 
the score; 43- Throws; 46- Disposed to 
love; 48- Lord, is ___?; 50- Characteristics; 
52- Gather; 54- Tumbles; 55- Name; 57- 
Langston Hughes poem; 58- Cut of beef; 
60- Untruths, tells falsehoods; 61- ___ the 
season...; 62- CIA predecessor; 63- It may 
be picked; 65- ___-Foy, Quebec;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Friday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

min max Condition

China

world

 18  
 19  
 17  
 12  
 24  

   overcast/drizzle              
   drizzle                       

   clear                         
   clear/drizzle                 

   drizzle                       

   25  
   19  
   26  
   20  
   25  
   12  
   22  
   28  
   17  
   27  
   27  
   26  
   27  
   27  
   25  
   26  

  33  
  30  
  35  
  30  
  35  
  24  
  27  
  38  
  25  
  35  
  34  
  37  
  36  
  33   
  31   
  31   

  27  
  26  
  27  
  21  
  30  

   thundershower          
   cloudy/drizzle         

   cloudy/overcast        
   clear                  

   cloudy/drizzle         
   drizzle/overcast       

   rainstorm/moderate rain
   cloudy                
   shower                

   clear/cloudy          
   clear/cloudy          
   clear/cloudy          

   clear                 
  cloudy/drizzle        

  thundershower         
  moderate rain/shower  

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Maybe you have your eye on a 
promotion at work. Maybe your 
ambition is pointing you in another 
direction altogether. Are you 
considering changing workplaces 
entirely?

April 20-May 20
Today at work, you may well 
experience sudden bright lights and 
a few rolling-thunder-type sounds. 
It’s not an electrical surge that could 
knock out the central computer 
system! No, it’s a brainwave.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Don’t even think about leaving 
the building if you really don’t 
want to. Your friends, siblings and 
neighbors may try to talk you out of 
it, but if you don’t feel like budging, 
don’t budge.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You might want to touch base with 
a close friend - somebody who 
knows you really well. They might 
be just the right helper for what you 
want to do: Namely, examine a few 
of the goings-on in your inner life. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You have a flair for communication. 
No, you don’t just put things in 
black and white. Yes, you infuse 
your communiques with every 
color of the rainbow: yellow, 
purple, green...

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’re quite an able swimmer in 
the channels of communication. 
Whether the waters are rough or 
smooth, warm or a little bit icy and 
with a nip that makes other folks’ 
toes curl.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Conservation isn’t just for forest 
rangers, you know. Look around 
at how you spend your resources 
(money, energy, emotions, time). 
Ask yourself whether you’re 
engaged in a renewable strategy.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Whether you use your hands and 
facial gestures but no sound (like a 
mime) or you use your voice over the 
loudspeaker (like a sports announcer) 
you need to communicate. You might 
use pictures.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re meant for big things, yes. But 
maybe they aren’t going to happen 
today. Or at least, there’s nothing you 
can do to make them happen today. 
But that doesn’t mean they aren’t 
getting closer every day in every way .

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Have you always wanted to learn 
French? Mandarin? Swahili? Or 
any of the world’s many other 
languages? Learning a new 
language is, they say, like living 
another life.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
There’s no question that you can 
handle pressure. You can. You 
have before and you will now. No, 
the question is how you handle it. 
Do you make sure you maintain a 
healthy diet.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If there’s a festering disagreement 
nobody wants to get into, and it’s 
plaguing one of your relationships, 
don’t let it fester any longer than 
it has already. A wound has to be 
cleaned.

  Aquarius Pisces
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It’s crazy that 
there are no 
equal rights and 
that there is such 
a dangerous 
attitude toward 
women.

ALENA PoPovA
FEMINIST BLoGGER

Francesca Ebel, Moscow 

HuNDREDS of thousands 
of foreign men have flooded 

into Russia for the monthlong 
World Cup, setting off a fierce 
debate in the host nation about 
the roles and rights of women.

Russian women who have da-
ted the football fans have been 
shamed by some Russian com-
mentators, denounced for alle-
gedly undermining the country’s 
morals and gene pool.

The widespread, vehement cri-
ticism has shown the dominance 
of patriarchal and sexist views 
in Russia, where the concept of 
gender equality is a generation 
behind that of the West’s.

Still, the reaction against Rus-
sian women’s World Cup dallian-
ces has been so strong that some 
feminists in Russia think it cou-
ld actually advance their cause 
by shocking even conservative 
women who wouldn’t identify 
themselves as feminists.

“Even those women [are saying] 
‘Enough is enough, you’ve gone 
too far!” feminist writer Snezha-
na Gribatskaya said.

A 27-year-old Moscow beau-
tician named Mariam was one 
of those who fell for a foreign 
visitor, a Mexican football fan 
named Omar who asked her for 
directions to Red Square.

“He was so kind and respectful 
to me,” she said. “It’s because of 
this that I fell in love with him.”

She did not give her last name 
because she said the romance 
was a personal matter.

Yet to many Russians, her ac-
tions seem disgraceful.

“This is an era of sluts!” wrote 
Platon Besedin, a columnist for 
the Moskovsky Komsomolets 
newspaper. “Russian women are 
bringing shame to themselves 
and their country.”

A popular forum on the VKon-
takte social media service has 

posted hundreds of videos of 
Russian women dancing and kis-
sing foreign football fans, promp-
ting vehement condemnations of 
those alleged to be “ruining the 
country’s gene pool.”

In the first week of the global 
football tournament, Russian 
lawmaker Tamara Pletnyova 
warned Russian women against 
becoming romantically involved 
with foreigners, lest they should 
end up raising their children alo-

ne. She added it was even more 
of a problem if the men were 
from a different race.

The next day, her colleague 
Mikhail Degtyaryov stepped 
forward to do damage control.

“The more love stories we have 
connected to the world cham-
pionship, the more people from 
different countries fall in love, 
the more children are born, the 
better,” Degtyaryov said.

Burger King stumbled badly 
while trying to counter the cen-
sorious attitudes in Russia. It 
ended up being harshly criticized 
when it offered 3 million rubles 
(USD48,000) and a lifetime of 
Whopper burgers to any Russian 
woman impregnated by a World 
Cup player.

After the publication of Bese-
din’s column, the staff at Russia’s 
Cosmopolitan Magazine started 
a petition calling for its removal 
from the newspaper’s website. It 
has garnered over 53,000 signa-
tures.

“We were outraged by the fact 
that they decided they can ac-
tually control our sex life — who 
we kiss or go on dates with,” said 

Gribatskaya, who led the drive.
Although some women have 

achieved powerful positions in 
Russia — including the widely 
respected central bank chief Elvi-
ra Nabiullina — their proportions 
at the top are much lower than in 
the West. That’s especially nota-
ble given that the Russian popu-
lation is about 54 percent female, 
one of the world’s biggest gender 
imbalances.

“In a country where the majori-
ty of the population are women, 
it’s crazy that there are no equal 
rights and that there is such a 
dangerous attitude toward wo-
men,” said feminist blogger Ale-
na Popova.

Gribatskaya traces the attitu-
des about women to the role of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in 
Russian society and the “traditio-
nal values” that have become go-
vernment policy under President 
Vladimir Putin. Last year, Putin 
signed a law that decriminalized 
some forms of domestic violence.

“I think now a great number of 
women are thinking ‘Who is this 
all for?’ and more and more are 
joining the fight for equality, for 

respect,” Gribatskaya said.
Mariam, enamored of her Me-

xican beau, sees the World Cup 
as a wake-up call for Russia’s 
males, whose average life ex-
pectancy is only 66½ years and 
whose health is often affected by 
smoking and heavy drinking.

“They had better make sure 
other girls aren’t scooped up,” 
she said. “[Foreigners] have a 
completely different attitude 
toward women. They are very 
well-mannered and cordial.”

Yuri Dud, a prominent sports 
journalist, suggested that she has 
a point.

“Foreigners are much more 
attractive than us [...] they keep 
themselves fit, they smell nice,” 
Dud wrote in a commentary 
declaring that Russian women 
should be able to sleep with who-
mever they want.

A 30-year-old Russian woman 
named Yulia, sporting a bright 
yellow Brazilian football shirt, 
joked about the possible benefits 
to Russia of such cross-cultural 
alliances.

“These men are definitely po-
pular here — maybe in 18 years 
we’ll even have decent national 
football team!” she said, adding 
that she did not want her last 
name used out of privacy con-
cerns.

Omar has gone home, although 
Mariam said they stay in touch, 
and it remains to be seen whe-
ther the foreign suitors will live 
up to Russian women’s expecta-
tions in the long run.

FIFA, football’s governing 
body, has acknowledged that 
sexism is a problem during the 
World Cup. It recently sugges-
ted a few remedies, including 
making sure that fewer attractive 
women at football stadiums are 
shown on TV broadcasts of the 
matches.

One Russian feminist noted 
that even FIFA’s solution is 
sexist.

“Publicly dividing women into 
attractive and unattractive ones 
is as bad as it can get,” Anna Fe-
dorova wrote on Facebook. “In 
other words, if you are shown on 
television sitting in the stands, 
hooray! FIFA has judged you to 
be unattractive enough.” AP

Russian women push back at 
shaming over World Cup dating
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Hazard (left) celebrates with teammates after scoring his side’s 2nd goal 

France wins 2nd World Cup 
title, beats Croatia 4-2

Belgium finishes 3rd, defeats England 2-0
James Ellingworth, 
St. Petersburg

FOR Belgium and En-
gland, the third-place 

match at the World Cup 
was more like a dress 
rehearsal for future fi-
nals. At least they hope.

The Belgians earned 
their best World Cup fi-
nish by beating England 
2-0 on Saturday in a ma-
tch both saw as the start 
of a push for the Euro-
pean Championship title 
in 2020 or the World Cup 
in 2022.

“With this winning men-
tality you can win tro-
phies,” said Eden Hazard, 
who scored Belgium’s se-
cond goal. “In two years, 
in four years, we will be 

better. We have young 
players. They are very 
good also in the team. 
They push all of us.”

Thomas Meunier and 
Hazard both scored at St. 

Petersburg Stadium in a 
match between the two 
semifinal losers.

The French beat Bel-
gium on Tuesday in the 
semifinals, while the 

Croats defeated England 
on Wednesday.

England matched its 
best World Cup result — 
fourth in 1990 — since 
winning the tournament 
for the only time in 1966.

“Today shows there’s 
room for improvement. 
We’re not the finished 
article. We’re still lear-
ning. We’re still getting 
better,” England striker 
Harry Kane said. “We 
don’t want to wait ano-
ther 20-odd years to get 
into another major semi-
final.”

Both Belgium and En-
gland were playing for 
the seventh time in 26 
days, but the Belgians en-
tered the match with an 
extra day of rest.

Meunier’s goal matched 
a World Cup record for 
Belgium by having 10 
different players score 
in a tournament, some-
thing only done before by 
France in 1982 and Italy 
in 2006.

Meunier scored in the 
fourth minute, knocking 
a cross from Nacer Cha-
dli past England goalkee-
per Jordan Pickford. 
Hazard added the other 
off a pass from Kevin De 
Bruyne in the 82nd.

Toby Alderweireld 
denied England’s best 
chance of the game, sli-
ding on the goal line to 
clear a shot from Eric 
Dier.

Belgium’s previous best 
finish at the World Cup 

was fourth, but the team 
outplayed England in the 
midfield to go one better 
this time.

The Belgians could ea-
sily have scored more, 
with Pickford making a 
good save to stop a shot 
from De Bruyne in the 
11th and Alderweireld 
volleying narrowly over 
the bar in the 35th.

England made set pie-
ces the cornerstone of 
its run to the World Cup 
semifinals and created 
chances for Harry Ma-
guire and Dier in the se-
cond half. Neither hit the 
target with their headers.

It was the second time 
England and Belgium 
met in this year’s tour-
nament. In the group 
stage, both teams had 
already qualified befo-
re Belgium’s 1-0 win in 
Kaliningrad. AP

Graham Dunbar, Moscow

KYLIAN Mbappe 
and France put on 
a thrilling show in 
winning the World Cup 

title. All Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin might remember is 
the Pussy Riot protest.

The 19-year-old Mbappe beca-
me only the second teenager af-
ter Pele to score in a World Cup 
final, helping France beat Croa-
tia 4-2 today [Macau time].

Mbappe had just shown his 
electrifying speed in the 52nd 
minute when play was held up 
by four protesters who ran onto 
the field in the second half. Rus-
sian punk band Pussy Riot later 
took credit for the incident — 
watched from the VIP seats by 
Putin, whose government once 
jailed members of the activist 
group.

About 12 minutes after play re-
sumed, Mbappe sent a right-foo-
ted shot past Croatia goalkeeper 
Danijel Subasic.

The only other teen to score in 
a World Cup final was Pele, who 
was 17 when Brazil beat Sweden 
5-2 in 1958.

Mbappe, who plays for Paris 
Saint-Germain in the French 
league, was born months after 
France first won its only other 
World Cup title in 1998.

Putin was later on the field 
during a downpour to award 
the World Cup trophy to France 

captain Hugo Lloris.
Paul Pogba and Antoine Griez-

mann, France’s two other key 
players, also scored at the Lu-
zhniki Stadium.

But it was Mbappe who put 
the match out of reach with a 
furious passage of play. In the 
59th, a run from Mbappe star-
ted a play that ended up with 
Pogba on the edge of the penalty 
area. With his second attempt, 
the midfielder curled his shot 
beyond Subasic.

Griezmann scored from the 
penalty spot in the 38th minute 
after a video review. About four 
minutes after his corner kick 

was knocked out of play, the re-
feree ruled Ivan Perisic had han-
dled the ball on the way.

France took the lead in the 
18th when Croatia’s tallest out-
field player, 1.90-meter forward 
Mario Mandzukic, rose to meet 
Griezmann’s free kick with the 
top of his head. He inadvertently 
sent it past his own goalkeeper.

Perisic and Mandzukic both 
scored for Croatia, first to equa-
lize in the 28th minute and later 
as a consolation goal in the 69th, 
embarrassing Lloris with a fli-
cked shot as the France goalkee-
per tried to dribble the ball out 
of his goalmouth. AP

French President Emmanuel Macron celebrates a goal Kylian Mbappe (right) scores his side’s fourth goal during the final match

pussy riot claims on-field protest 
RuSSIAN PROTEST group Pussy 
Riot has claimed responsibility for 
four people who ran onto the field 
and disrupted the World Cup final. 
The punk band says in a statement 
posted on their Twitter feed Sunday 
that the disruption was a protest. 
The four people who charged onto 
the field in the 52nd minute simul-
taneously in what appeared to be 
old-fashioned police uniforms were 
tackled to the ground by stewards. 
Croatia defender Dejan Lovren 
pushed a male protester, helping a 
steward to detain him.

 The only 
other teen to 
score in final 
was Pele, who 
was 17 when 
Brazil beat 
Sweden 5-2 in 
1958
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IndustrIal park blast kIlls 19, 
hurts 12 In southwest ChIna

A blast in an industrial park in a southwes-
tern province has killed 19 people and injured 
12 others, China’s official Xinhua News Agency 
said Friday.

The blast occurred at the Yibin Hengda Te-
chnology Co., a chemical plant in an industrial 
park in the city of Yibin in Sichuan province at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, Xinhua said.

Xinhua cited the Jiang’an county govern-
ment as saying the fire was put out on Friday 
morning and the injured were in stable con-
dition.

Efforts have been made to improve work sa-
fety standards but deadly industrial accidents 
remain common in China, where enforcement 
of safety regulations can sometimes be lax.

10-30
Good

10-30
Good
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RumoR-mongeRs on the 
watCh list

Here we go again heading into normal peak 
typhoon season! From July all the way to Sep-
tember, people and government departments are 
keen to prevent the dire consequences of a tropi-
cal storm slowly gathering strength in the waters 
off the Pacific and the South China Sea to hit the 
coast sometimes hard, sometimes harder before 
weakening in the Chinese hinterland sometimes 
softly, sometimes not so softly.

This 2018, the community and the government 
should be more watchful and at a higher degree 
of alertness this one year after Hato, the stron-
gest typhoon to have hit Macau in half a century. 
Hato brought to the MSAR unprecedented loss of 
life and damage to infrastructure, and more than 
that, it exposed inadmissible failings in the emer-
gency services and inopportune flaws in funda-
mental facilities. Definitively not in line with the 
standards of the international city Macau wants 
and deserves to be, but perhaps acceptable for 
a gambling capital. 

Besides some regrettable episodes in the bla-
me game, indeed, buck passing, what is truly im-
portant to everybody in a civil society is the hope 
that government and relevant departments work 
hastily to upgrade its apparatus to answer to a 
threat of the dimension of a typhoon like Hato. 
Maybe there is a lot of silent tasking and behind-
the-curtains work going on to ready a state of pre-
paredness that can be challenged by a typhoon 
season, maybe.

However, the common perception is one of an 
unbalanced importance given in favor of a con-
troversial if not poisonous civil protection law 
to the detriment of the substantive collection of 
assets that are necessary to a structure of civil 
protection. 

The introduction of an exceptional measure 
such as the crime of false social alarm is twice 
redundant, if we take as good the presumption it 
will only be applicable to serious stuff: MSAR civil 
law and in very specific situations, the security 
law (art. 23).

If the crime of social alarm is void of criteria 
just so to limit anyone who bona fide spreads 
information to be then declared rumor, we are 
in the realm of the rumor-mongers, scuttlebutts. 
The local Portuguese have a colorful term, Xuxu-
mequa - but forgive us for the light note because 
this is serious stuff for the journalists working in 
all kinds of media outlets with the constraint to 
be correct and precise: They do, they do each 
day, don’t they?

Secretary for Security, Wong Sio Chak so-
mewhat answers the posed rhetorical question 
by recommending that private media organiza-
tions should defer to the official narrative in times 
of crisis: Wong describes the information provi-
ded by the government as “correct, precise and 
simple”.  Anyway, the consultation period on the 
proposal to draft a Civil Protection Law will be 
over by 11th August.

On another note we have to say that typhoon 
season seems to encourage some creativity - no 
offence intended in the Pearl River Delta, espe-
cially in the Macau Special Administrative Re-
gion. The mess brought to the political agenda 
by the sudden report drafted by the Commission 
against Corruption on IPIM’s alleged irregulari-
ties regarding the investment residency scheme 
is amazing… since IPIM does not have the ca-
pacity for inspection. Add to that the handling of 
wanted businessman Malaysian Jho Low who 
reportedly entered Macau merely to vanish to 
an undisclosed destination… and you have your 
share of…simple news.

Rear Window
Severo Portela

finland Some 1,500 
people are protesting 
in Helsinki to promote 
human and sexual 
rights, democracy and 
environmental issues 
ahead of today’s 
summit in the Finnish 
capital between Donald 
Trump and Vladimir 
Putin.

germany says it 
will take 50 of the 
450 migrants rescued 
from a fishing boat 
in the Mediterranean 
Sea that’s been at the 
center of a squabble 
between Italy and 
Malta.

britain u.S. President 
Donald Trump has 
advised British Prime 
Minister Theresa May 
to “sue” the European 
union to resolve the 
tense negotiations over 
Britain’s impending exit 
from the bloc. 
More on p15

sPain Health officials 
say the final bull run of 
the San Fermin festival 
in Pamplona has left six 
people injured in the 
fastest dash this year 
in the northern Spanish 
city.

niCaragua More than 
200 university students 
were reunited with their 
parents after a tense 
night of armed attacks 
that left two dead and 
dozens wounded. 
More on p15

haiti Prime Minister 
Jack Guy lafontant 
resigned Saturday amid 
calls for him to step 
down over his handling 
of a failed plan to raise 
fuel prices that set 
off a wave of deadly 
protests. More on p14

Eileen Ng, Kuala Lumpur

MANNY Pacquiao won 
for the 60th time with 

his first stoppage in nine 
years, and made a proclama-
tion. “This is it. I am back in 
boxing,” the 39-year-old Pa-
cquiao said after his seven-
th-round knockout of Lucas 
Matthysse for the World Bo-
xing Association welterwei-
ght title on Sunday. “I am 
not done. I’m still there.”

It was Pacquiao’s first bout 
since a contention loss last 
year to Jeff Horn in Austra-
lia, and since parting ways 
with longtime trainer Fred-
die Roach to work with Bu-
boy Fernandes.

“It’s just a matter of time. 
You have to rest and get it 
back and that’s what I did.”

Pacquiao (60-7-2, 39 KOs) 
knocked Matthysse down 
onto one knee in the third 
and fifth rounds. He kno-
cked the Argentine down 
again in the seventh, and 
Matthysse spat out his mou-
thpiece, causing a frenzy 
among Pacquiao fans in the 
stadium.

“I am not boasting but [...] 
I think he’s hurting from my 
punches,” said Pacquiao, 
who hadn’t won by knockout 
since 2009. “Every pun-
ch that I throw, he’s hurt. I 
think he’s scared of my pun-
ches.”

Matthysse, who won 36 out 
of 39 matches by knockout, 

said Pacquiao was a “great 
fighter, a great legend,” ad-
ding that he planned to take 
a break.

Philippines President Ro-
drigo Duterte and Malay-
sian Prime Minister Maha-
thir Mohamad attended 
the fight, the biggest in the 
country since the 1975 hea-
vyweight clash between 
Muhammad Ali and Austra-
lian Joe Bugner.

“I would like to congratula-
te Senator Manny Pacquiao 
for giving us pride and brin-
ging the Filipino nation toge-
ther once more,” said Duter-
te, who flew to Malaysia for 
the bout ahead of an official 
visit.

Duterte said in a statement 
that Pacquiao has proven 
himself again as “one of the 
greatest boxers of all time” 
and that the win will cement 
his legacy in the sport.

Scores of screaming Fi-
lipino fans in the stadium 

waved flags and chanted 
“Manny, Manny” throu-
ghout the match. Pacquiao’s 
rise to fame from an impo-
verished rural childhood to 
become one of the world’s 
wealthiest sportsmen over 
his 23-year career has made 
him a national hero.

Pacquaio said he will re-
turn to his work as a senator 
for now but won’t be han-
ging up the gloves just yet.

“I am addicted to boxing. I 
really love to fight and bring 
honor to my country,” he 
said. “That’s my heart’s de-
sire.”

Horn, who lost his WBO 
welterweight title to Terence 
Crawford in Las Vegas last 
month, was quick to res-
pond to Pacquiao’s victory.

“Congratulations Manny 
Pacquiao,” Horn posted on 
Instagram. “Rematch?”

In the other title fights, Fi-
lipino Jhack Tepora had a 
knockout win over Edival-
do Oretga of Mexico for the 
interim WBA featherweight 
title. Venezuela’s Carlos Ca-
nizales defended his WBA 
world light flyweight title 
against China’s Lu Bin, who 
had been aiming to become 
the first boxer to win a major 
world title in just two career 
fights. South African Moruti 
Mthalane got a unanimous 
decision against Pakistan’s 
Muhammad Waseem to 
capture the IBF flyweight 
title. AP

BoxInG 

Pacquiao wins 60th 
career fight with 
seventh-round knockout
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Manny Pacquiao (right) fights Lucas Matthysse 

 
This is it. I 
am back in 
boxing. I am 
not done. I’m 
still there.

PACQUIAo 


