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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

after rescue, 
wild boars 
pray for 
protection

PhiliPPines The 
immigration bureau 
yesterday ordered the 
deportation of an Australian 
nun who has angered the 
president by joining anti-
government rallies, but her 
lawyers called the move 
“persecution” and said they 
would appeal. More on p13

india Security forces killed 
eight Maoist insurgents, 
including four women, in 
an exchange of gunfire 
early yesterday in their 
stronghold in central India, a 
police officer said.

Russia People are 
protesting government 
plans to hike the retirement 
age, in a rare challenge to 
President Vladimir Putin’s 
leadership. The State Duma 
yesterday approved a bill 
that would raise the age for 
state pensions from 60 to 
65 for men, and from 55 to 
63 for women.

Man dies after being 
treated by fake doctor
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hk airport planning 
security fee hike

seminar focused on 
start-ups

The hike is intended to raise 
funds for additional security 
measures and upgrading 
baggage screening systems

Paddy Cosgrave, founder of 
f.ounders, said the Macau event 
was set up to bring together 
start-ups and IT entrepreneurs

Concerns over license 
recognition, bridge 
impact on traffic
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Medicine apprehended at the site 

Man treated in bogus clinic dies 

HK airport planning security fee hikeHong Kong Interna-
tional Airport, which 

is now celebrating its 20th 
year, has announced a fee 
hike on every departing 
passenger. The hike is in-
tended to raise funds for 
additional security mea-
sures and upgrading the 
airport’s CCTV and bag-
gage screening systems.

HKIA has been ranked 
the busiest cargo and 
airmail airport for eight 
consecutive years, riding 
on the back of the develo-
pment of the Greater Bay 
Area.

It is overseeing the de-
velopment of a third 
runway and associated 
facilities, which are ex-
pected to be operational 
within the next six years. 
The addition may raise 
annual passenger capa-
city by over 25 percent 
to 100 million, and cargo 
handled by 80 percent to 
9 million tons.

Moreover, airport au-
thorities believe that in 

order to remain competi-
tive, HKIA must develop 
new hardware, software 
and management servi-
ces. To this end, the air-
port is tapping into new 
technology to provide mo-
bile registration and a self 
bag drop service. Facial 
recognition and a high-
tech logistics center may 
also be introduced.

Meanwhile, the airport 
in neighboring Macau 

is also expanding its fa-
cilities to cope with a 
growing number of pas-
sengers. For the first half- 
year of 2018, the Macau 
International Airport saw 
a record-high of 4 million 
passengers, while forecas-
ts suggest the whole year 
could accommodate 8 
million.

The expansion of air-

ports in Hong Kong, Ma-
cau and other nearby ci-
ties such as Guangzhou, 
Shenzhen and Zhuhai, 
would once have sparked 
fears of a figurative arms 
race as each tried to outdo 
the others.

However, some media 
reports are suggesting 
that the development of 
the Greater Bay Area is a 

sign of the central gover-
nment’s willingness to 
intervene to prevent such 
competition.

With a number of cross- 
border initiatives seeking 
to boost tourism and car-
go handling across the 11 
cities, the development of 
airport may positively im-
pact the other municipal 
centers. 

A 44 year-old man from main-
land China passed away on 

July 16, following treatment at an 
unlicensed clinic operating in an 
apartment in the Areia Preta dis-
trict. 

The Health Bureau (SSM) annou-
nced yesterday during a press con-
ference that the man felt unwell af-
ter receiving treatment at the clinic. 
He then went to the public hospital, 
where he died one day after recei-
ving treatment at the bogus clinic. 

The man operating the clinic was 
a 71-year-old resident without a 
physician’s permit. A post mor-
tem exam of the deceased has been 
completed and it was found that 
the cause of death is not related to 
medicine intake.   

According to the information 
released by SSM representatives 
during the press conference, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) has been in-
vestigating the case and believes 
that the victim went to the clinic 
accompanied by a relative. The PJ 
searched the clinic, located at Bui-
lding Kin Wa, and saw “no signs of 
licenced activity” there. 

Later, the police raided the site 
together with SSM representatives 
and collected evidence, such as me-

dication (some of it out of date) and 
medical equipment. 

The bogus doctor has been ques-
tioned by the police and said that 
he was a medical praticioner in 
mainland China and started to 
make medical consultations at his 
home in Macau. The man claimed 
that the patients were all “friends 
coming from mainland China.”

After searching the flat, no sign 
indicating that a clinic was opera-
ted there was found. However, a 
vast array of medical equipment 
was found, including stethoscopes, 
turnstiles, syringes, physiological 
serum and a “large quantity of nee-
dles.”

The quantity of medicine found 
is still being assessed and it is be-
lieved it was sourced in mainland 
China and illegally transported to 
Macau.

According to the SSM, “the evi-
dence collected in the venue shows 
medical activity was conducted 
there and there are reasons to be-
lieve that illegall medical acts were 
performed.” Hence, all objects fou-
nd were apprehended and the man 
who operated the clinic was “orde-
red to immediately suspend any 
activity.” PB

boat ‘sai van’ to support sea rescue near macau airport

THE MARITIME and Water Affairs Bureau 
conducted a blessing ceremony at the Gov-
ernment Dock for the new rescue boat “Sai 
Van,” which will be responsible for security 
and search and rescue work in the sea near 
Macau International Airport. According to 
the Maritime and Water Affairs Bureau, the 
rescue boat “Sai Van” is an aluminum alloy 
catamaran with a length of 25.5 meters, width 
of 7.8 meters, full-load displacement of 88 
tons and wind-resistance capacity of 8 grades. 
The water-jet propulsion method has been 
adopted. With a speed of 30 knots, it is capa-
ble of low-speed in-situ rotation and transla-
tion, flexible operation and safe use. The “Sai 

Van” is equipped with advanced search and 
rescue equipment including a thermal night 
vision system, large floodlights, a medical 
room, a life raft, a stretcher bed lifting plat-
form and a helicopter lifting area.
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Au Kam San (left) and Ng Kuok Cheong

AL PLENARY

Ng makes his case against mutual 
recognition of driving licenses
Renato Marques

THE topic of mutual recog-
nition of driving licenses 

between Macau and mainland 
China was brought up once 
more in the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) plenary session 
held yesterday. The debate 
was called on the initiative of 
lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong, 
who fiercely opposes the pro-
posed scheme. 

Ng said the population is con-
cerned over the issue, given 
the anticipated problems that 
might occur with more cars 
circulating and being driven by 
tourists, as well as the possibi-
lity of illegal work being perfor-
med under such a scheme. Ng 
added that the realities of the 
mainland and Macau are very 
different, saying, “While a few 
Macau residents being able to 
drive in China would not make 
much difference, the opposite 
is not true, as the traffic of Ma-
cau is already chaotic.”

The lawmaker called on the 
Secretary for Transport and 
Public Works, Raimundo do 
Rosário, to “explain to the 
Chief Executive” that there is 
a need to better negotiate the 
terms of such a measure for the 
region.

The Secretary responded, no-
ting he had already replied to 
lawmakers on at least 10 dif-
ferent occasions on this topic 
(nine of which were spoken en-
quiries) as well as responding 

to questions during this year’s 
policy address.

Rosário said it is “strange” 
that lawmakers are calling for 
a public consultation on this 

topic, recalling that “Macau al-
ready recognizes driving licen-
ses from 110 different countries 
and China is just one more.”

“We all want less vehicles 

and we know that we have pro-
blems with our traffic, we are 
doing our best to try to improve 
on this matter,” Rosário reaffir-
med.

Following the Secretary’s re-
ply, Ng noted that the fact that 
the secretary was forced to re-
ply so many times on the topic 
is precisely due to the fact the 
issue has not reached a social 
consensus. “The aim of the pu-
blic consultation is not to ask 
if [this] can or cannot be done, 
but instead, to try to establish 
some rules and procedures for 
this to happen,” Ng said. He 
also noted that the government 
continues to say that the recog-
nition is not expected to affect 
many people. “We know that if 
there is demand, for sure the 
[rent-a-car] companies will ac-
quire more vehicles.”

Lawmaker Sulu Sou also ad-
dressed the topic, saying that 
he had a bad impression of 
how the process was managed. 
“Looks like we don’t like our 
country and [the fact] that the 
government needs to impose 
this,” he said, recalling a study 
conducted by the University of 
Macau on the matter and, like 
Ng, calling for the government 
to “tell the central [govern-
ment] about our concerns.”

Au Kam San also agreed, 
calling for a public hearing on 
the case and remarking, “110 

countries, but from those how 
many citizens live [in] or vi-
sit Macau? It’s not possible to 
compare.”

On the other hand, lawmaker 
Ip Sio Kai stated that the recog-
nition process would “ease the 
lives of those living, working 
and studying in Macau,” as 
well as “help Macau people dri-
ve in China.”

“[The recognition of the dri-
ving licenses] only brings bene-
fits to the Macau population,” 
Ip said, hoping that this could 
be a reality as soon as possible.

Remarking on his position, 
Ip also recalled that one of 
the regions with which Macau 
agreed to mutually recognize 
the driving licenses of long ago 
was Hong Kong, and still, “I’m 
not seeing many people [tou-
rists from HK] coming here to 
drive.” 

Ella Lei was another lawmaker 
who expressed concern, espe-
cially regarding potential “ille-
gal workers,” calling on the go-
vernment to enforce measures 
to “prevent illegal work [co-
ming] from this measure” as a 
way to “rest the minds of the 
population.”

In response to the concerns, a 
representative from the Labour 
Affairs Bureau (DSAL) said, 
“We are reinforcing the work 
on this matter. We also do not 
authorize the import of this 
kind of service [drivers].” The 
representative also noted that 
all cases found by Police must 
be reported to the DSAL.

Regarding non-resident 
workers, the same represen-
tative added, “If that happens 
we can ascribe their responsi-
bility or blame the employer 
for this,” citing figures from 
2017, when 154 cases occurred 
in Macau, in which a total of 10 
non-residents were involved. 
According to the representati-
ve, four employers were fined 
and nine had their authoriza-
tion to import labor revoked 
for six months.

According to the director of 
the Transport Bureau, Lam Hin 
San, there are already around 
2,500 mainland residents who 
can drive legally in Macau too, 
due to the fact that their dri-
ving licenses are already recog-
nized in the neighboring region 
of Hong Kong.

Bridge impact on traffic still unknown 

THE traffic arrangements ahead of the ope-
ning of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 

(HKZM) Bridge, especially concerning the con-
nections between the artificial island and the 
roundabout of the Pérola Oriental in the Areia 
Preta area, have alarmed several lawmakers, 
namely Kou Hoi In, Ip Sio Kai and Agnes Lam 
who questioned the government on the issue.

From the government side, the Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Raimundo do Ro-
sário, recognized that Macau “has a problem.”

“Macau has narrow streets, lots of traffic, lots 
of people and few space available,” he said, 
noting that many of the lawmakers’ questions 
regarding a time frame for the implementa-
tion of new transport structures - such as the 
Light Rail Transit (LRT) or the fourth link con-
necting the peninsula and Taipa - couldn’t be 
answered. 

“It’s not that I don’t want to reply, it’s that I 
can’t reply as I don’t have an answer,” he said, 
adding that he was expecting the planning 
works for the fourth Macau-Taipa link could 
be done in just two years. However, “only the 
procedures have been done until now, and al-
ready it has been two and half years,” he said, 
pointing out bureaucracy issues with the cen-
tral government as a cause of the delays.

“I didn’t know that we had to ask authoriza-

tion from the central government for every sin-
gle thing,” he said.

As for the connections to the HKZM Brid-
ge, the director of the Land, Public works and 
Transport Bureau, Li Canfeng, explained that 
there would be three connections in total.

“We have three proposed links; one that is al-
ready done [and will enter into use first] and 
then there will be two more, one in the north 
and another in the south,” Li said, adding that 
between the Peninsula and Zone A of the new 
landfills there will be a total of five connections. 
Another of the links will be via an underwater 
tunnel that will connect Zone A and B of the 
landfills.

“At the moment we are holding three studies 
for the conception of this,” he said. “We hope 
we can start as soon as possible.”

As for the traffic in the area of the roundabout, 
the director of the Transport Bureau (DSAT), 
Lam Hin San, claims to have studies that found 
“for now the number of vehicles will be about 
3,000 per hour on the roundabout. [However,] 
this number is expected to rise to around 3,700 
per hour in the next couple of years.”

In order to ease traffic in the area, especially 
in emergency situations, Lam said that the 
DSAT will be building an emergency corridor 
at the Avenida Norte do Hipodromo.

 
While a 
few Macau 
residents being 
able to drive in 
China would 
not make much 
difference, the 
opposite is not 
true.

NG KUoK CHEoNG
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Hybu Cig Cymru (HCC), the Welsh red 
meat levy body, recently established a 

Hong Kong and Macau branch for its Welsh 
Lamb Club as it continues to explore export 
opportunities in lucrative Asian markets.

HCC is seeking these opportunities in the 
context of a post-Brexit Britain.

The body currently exports a small volume 
of red meat to Asian markets such as Hong 
Kong and Singapore, but mainly as a pre-
mium product.

In order to grow export volumes, HCC says 
it is working to raise the profile of Welsh lamb 
and beef with the Asian hotelier and restau-
rant sectors. It is also sponsoring the use of its 
products in cooking competitions organized 
by the Hong Kong Chefs Association.

“Accessing markets which are closed to us 
is a long process,” said HCC export execu-
tive Deanna Jones, as cited by U.K.-based 
Liverpool Daily Post. “But we’re hopeful of 
being in a position to explore trade for both 
lamb and beef later in the year, focusing on 
premium hotels, restaurants and specialist 
retailers.

Negotiations are also underway to ease ex-
port regulations to China, though no immi-
nent agreements are expected.

“In the case of China, the recent lifting of old 
BSE [bovine spongiform encephalopathy], 
restrictions on U.K. beef is welcome, though 
gaining access is a longer process which may 
take two to three years,” added Jones.

Mahathir Mohamad salutes during this week’s opening of the 14th 
parliament session in Kuala Lumpur

Welsh red 
meat exporters 
eye HK, Macau

Mahathir unaware of 
arrest, hopes China will 
surrender Low
MA l A y s I A n 

Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir 
Mohamad said 

yesterday that he hopes Chi-
na will surrender wanted 
businessman Low Taek Jho, 
more commonly known as 
Jho Low, who is believed 
by some to have entered the 
mainland from Macau.

Low is wanted in connec-
tion with the 1Malaysia De-
velopment Berhad scandal 
that saw billions of U.S. 
dollars disappear. The Ma-
laysian Anti-Corruption 
Commission believes he 
played a central role in the 
laundering of public money 
from the sovereign wealth 
fund.

Earlier this week, Malay-
sian tabloid China Press 
reported that Low had been 
arrested in China.

Mahathir said he was 
unaware of reports su-

ggesting Low had been 
apprehended by mainland 
authorities, but said that 
if they were true, he hoped 
China would hand Low over 
to Malaysia.

“I hope he was arrested 
and [will be] brought back 

to Malaysia,” he said, as ci-
ted by Channel NewsAsia. 
“We have no treaty on ex-
tradition but that doesn’t 
mean China cannot hand 
him over.”

Reports of Low having 
been spotted in various ci-

ties across Asia have popped 
up in recent months, in-
cluding across Hong Kong, 
Macau, Shanghai, Bangkok 
and Phuket.

Mahathir is planning to visit 
China’s President Xi Jinping 
next month, when the issue 
of Low may be raised.

 
We have no 
treaty on 
extradition but 
that doesn’t 
mean China 
cannot hand 
him over.

MAHATHIR MoHAMAD
MALAYSIAN PRIME MINISTER
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Slight increase in 
electricity prices 
The Companhia de Electricidade de Macau 
(CEM) announced yesterday that electricity 
prices will increase in the third quarter of 2018 
for CEM’s Tariff Group A, B, and C customers. 
According to a statement issued by CEM 
yesterday, following the calculation method 
stated in the concession contract, the Tariff 
Clause Adjustment (TCA) will be at 38 cents 
per kWh, with a 1 cent per kWh increase in 
comparison with the previous quarter “due to 
the international fuel oil price increase.” The 
statement says that the company “will strive to 
maintain [a] reasonable price, and provide stable 
and reliable power supply to Macau citizens [by] 
selecting the best energy mix and serving the 
local communities.”

Guangdong, HK, 
Macau students take 
up internships at 
Palace Museum
A total of 48 students from Guangdong, Hong 
Kong and Macau started internships at the 
Palace Museum, also known as the Forbidden 
City, in Beijing. The program will last one and a 
half months and allow students to get involved 
with relic restoration, exhibition planning, 
curation, as well as architectural surveying 
and mapping. Students are welcome to take up 
internships at the museum so as to improve their 
understanding of cultural heritage protection 
and museums, said Shan Jixiang, curator of 
the museum. According to Xinhua, in 2017, 30 
students from Guangdong and Hong Kong took 
part in the program.

Approved plan may lead to 
D. Leonor building demolition 
THE Urban Planning 

Committee (CPU) has 
given the green light to plans 
that may lead to the demo-
lition of the Rainha D. Leo-
nor Building, located down-
town beside Hotel Sintra. 
Several architects and ex-
perts have said that the hou-
sing block, owned by the 
Holy House of Mercy, has 
significant heritage value. 
During the CPU meeting 
this week, architect Rui Leão 
stated his firm opposition to 
the plan. Leão is president 
of Docomomo Macau Asso-
ciation, a group that aims to 
document and protect exam-
ples of modern architecture 
in Macau. “We [the associa-
tion] have submitted a re-
port to the president of the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau [IC], 
to the Chief Executive and 
to the director of the Land, 
Public Works and Trans-
port Bureau requesting an 
evaluation of the building 
independent of it being out 
of the [heritage] protection 
area.”

The architect said it was 
strange that this evaluation 

was not done, calling on the 
committee president to pos-
tpone the decision to issue 
the Urban Condition Plan 
(PCU) for the building before 
a deep evaluation.

The Bureau president, Li 
Canfeng, addressed the ar-
chitect’s suggestion, noting 
that such a task is not an 
easy one. “Since the building 
is not classified, the only 
thing we can do is to give 
opinions, and we are doing 
that,” he remarked. “For the 
time being, we have no re-

quest for the demolishment 
of the building, nor any pro-
ject that has [taken] that into 
account.”

Li added that any decision 
of this kind would have to 
pass through the committee 
again, so “we will have time 
to evaluate these cases. The 
building is not threaten[ing] 
to disappear from night to 
day.” He also suggested ad-
ding onto the PCU so that 
the style of the building wou-
ld be preserved as much as 
possible.

Leão’s opinion that the buil-
ding has value was reinforced 
by other members, such as 
Manuel Iok Pui Ferreira, ar-
chitect Ben Leong and another 
member surnamed Lam.

Vice-president of the IC, De-
land Leong, said that a preli-
minary study was undertaken 
before the bureau made an as-
sessment for the CPU. “At the 
moment, our opinion is that 
the building does not possess 
any clear and relevant charac-
teristics that justify this [man-
datory] preservation,” she said.  
Nevertheless, Leong said that 
the IC was receptive to more 
information that could help 
to better identify the building 
and its characteristics.

In the end, Li added that, 
for the time being, “[the bui-
lding] gathers the conditions 
to suspend the process [of the 
issuing of the PCU],” althou-
gh noted that he respects the 
work that has been done.

Li also remarked that the 
PCU to be issued will have a 
term of two years, a length of 
time which he hinted could be 
better used to clarify the value 
of the property.  RM
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CE to attend 
Legislative Assembly 
meeting on August 9 
Chief Executive Chui Sai On will attend 
a plenary session at the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) on August 9 to answer 
lawmakers’ questions on government 
policy and social issues. The session will 
start at 3 p.m. and will be broadcast live 
on some of TDM’s television and radio 
channels. The Chief Executive attends 
AL plenary sessions every year to deliver 
the Policy Address for the following fiscal 
year. The Chief Executive also attends 
two similar sessions each year. 

129 arrested for 
organizing online 
gambling
Police in southwest China’s Chongqing 
Municipality have arrested 129 suspects 
for the organization of online gambling. 
Police in Jiulongpo District confiscated 
69 computers and 265 mobile phones, 
and froze more than RMB4 million 
(approximately USD595,000) involved 
in the case. More than 300 police raided 
the headquarters of the gambling ring 
in a coordinated operation. A two 
month investigation found the suspects 
were running a gambling website and 
using several social media apps to 
attract gamblers to the site. Mainland 
authorities reiterated to Xinhua that 
organizing and participating in gambling 
is illegal in China, except in the special 
administrative regions of Hong Kong and 
Macau.

Paddy Cosgrave

180 IT companies take part 
in start-ups seminar
An international se-

minar focused on 
start-ups and infor-
mation technology, 

f.ounders, was held for the 
first time in Macau, attracting 
about 180 IT companies in 
Asia, Europe and the Ameri-
cas. 

The event organized by the 
Macao Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM)  
was held in Macau from July 
12 to 14. Participants in the se-
minar told their business start- 
up stories and jointly explored 
future development trends in 
the industry.

Paddy Cosgrave, founder 
of f.ounders, said the event 
was set up to bring together 
start- ups and IT entrepre-
neurs from around the world 
together in order to learn from 
each other, share valuable ex-
periences, broaden their ne-
tworks and build friendships, 
as well as prepare for coming 
challenges and opportunities. 

Cosgrave said that Macau is 
an ideal place for conferences 
as it integrates many large-s-
cale hotels, restaurants and 
convention venues suitab-

le for all types of events. He 
said that the only challenge 
in preparing for the event was 
choosing from the numerous 
hotels, venues and restaurants 
available. 

According to a statement is-
sued yesterday by IPIM, Cos-
grave also encouraged enter-

prises in Macau to build a good 
team before incorporation as a 
good team is the key to suc-
cess. Coming up with ideas is 
simpler and less time-consu-
ming when compared to im-
plementation, which requires 
a good team, but has a more 
important role, he added.

Additionally, in response to 
the development needs of the 
venue and Macau’s efforts to 
build a smart city in recent 
years, this year’s f.ounders 
seminar designed interactive 
sessions on Macau’s business 
environment, specifically for 
local enterprises. 
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Real estate MatteRs
How to survive a financial black hole

We live in strange times, in a stran-
ge place. 
When it comes to money, Macau 
is not like any other place on earth. 
The universal laws and principles 
of money become convoluted, and 
the function of money as a store of 
value is distorted. 
The connection between financial 
success and its usual indicators 
such as skill, time on task, diligen-
ce and intelligent investment is 
often broken, and instead fortunes 
are won and lost overnight based 
on this impalpable thing called 
‘luck’. 
Exorbitant financial values are 
placed on unusual objects in pawn 
shops while some forms of human 
labour are grossly devalued. Citi-
zens pay little to no tax, while en-
titlement runs at an all-time high. 
Macau can be equated to a ‘finan-
cial black hole’, where money gets 
sucked in one end through the 
vast casino floors and spat out the 
other end whilst massive amounts 
of money are lost in the financial 
ether in the process. 
We sometimes hear of a gambler 
who hit a jackpot and literally filled 
the penthouse bathtub with mo-
ney, or even a friend who strolled 
into a casino for some casual fun 
only to lose a year’s worth of salary! 
So how do we keep our heads 

screwed on properly in the face of 
all the financial disorientation and 
temptation? When navigating a 
turbulent financial environment 
like Macau, it helps to be able to 
refer to timeless wisdom that can 
serve as a map and compass. 
“The Richest Man in Babylon” by 
George Clayson is such a book. 
Written just before the Great De-
pression, it has stood the test of 
time when it comes to financial 
wisdom and countless millionai-
res around the world swear by its 
principles. 

Today we share some of its main 
principles, but I would highly re-
commend you read the book for 
yourself. 

start thy purse to fattening  
This is perhaps the simplest but 
most important lesson of the book, 
and deserves to come first. When 
most people get their salaries, they 
spend it as required over the mon-
th and try to save whatever is left. 
The rich pay themselves first and 
foremost before they spend any of 
the money they earned so they can 
save money and start investing. 

Make thy gold multiply 
After a while of saving first before 
spending, you should have some 

capital saved. The next step is to 
consider each dollar as a little ‘sol-
dier’, and deploy it on a mission to 
capture more soldiers. Every time 
you spend a dollar, you should 
consider “Is this dollar going to 
bring me more dollars?” 

Increase thy ability to earn 
Investment in yourself is one of the 
best investments you can make. 
Constantly increase your financial 
knowledge through reading books, 
taking courses and speaking with 
like-minded people interested in 
living a fuller life. 

Invest thy coin under the ad-
vice of men wise in its han-
dling 
In the “Richest Man in Babylon”, 
the main character invests his 
money with shady foreign jewel 
traders that promise to bring back 
rare jewels for cheap and was 
scammed. 
He also invested his money in a 
shield business with a man who 
was a cloth maker and had no 
expertise in the production of 
shields. Needless to say, he lost his 
money but gained a lesson. 
Be careful who you listen to for 
advice, and only invest with those 
who are experts in their area and 
know what they are doing. 

Sam Lee is a marketing manager and property consultant at JML 
Property.  JML was established in 1994 and offers Investment Property 
& Homes. It specializes in managing properties for owners and 
investors, and providing attractive and comfortable homes for tenants. 
www.JMLProperty.com
info@JMLProperty.com

sam lee

Japan prosecutors charge Kobe 
Steel in fake data scandal
Yuri Kageyama, Tokyo 

JApAnEsE prosecutors 
charged major steel-

maker Kobe Steel yesterday 
with violating laws over-
seeing competition in a mas-
sive faking of product quali-
ty data.

Kobe Steel, which has re-
peatedly apologized for the 
practice, said in a statement 
that it took the allegations 
seriously and was working 
to prevent a recurrence. 
“We once again deeply apo-
logize,” it said, without ela-
borating on specific char-
ges. “The entire Kobe Steel 
Group is working together 
sincerely.”

The systematic miscon-
duct for data presented for 
quality inspections spanned 
years, affecting products 
sent to more than 680 com-
panies, including aluminum 
castings and copper tubes 
for autos, aircraft, applian-
ces and trains.

The scandal, which sur-
faced last year, has set off 
a class-action lawsuit and 
an investigation in the U.S. 
Kobe Steel has said a zealous 
pursuit of profits, unrealistic 
targets and an insular cor-

porate culture were behind 
the scandal. Some of the 
products did not meet pu-
blic standards or customer 
specifications, but they were 
shipped as though they did, 
according to the company.

There have been no repor-
ts of accidents or injuries 
related to the fake data. But 
passing off the products as 
though they met standards 
had become almost routine 
at the company.

Charges were not filed 
against any individuals, 
though the company has 
said managers who knew 
of the wrongdoing intentio-
nally looked the other way.

The systematic faking of 
data took place at various 
plants throughout Japan, 
according to the prosecu-
tors and the company. Kobe 
Steel launched an internal 
investigation and released 

the findings earlier this year.
The scandal was a major 

embarrassment for a fa-
mous brand in a nation built 
on quality “monozukuri,” a 
phrase likening manufactu-
ring to a craft or a science.

Kobe Steel has promised 
each employee will return to 
“the roots of monozukuri” to 
win back trust.

If found guilty in a court, 
the company could be fined. 
It is not clear how much.

The chief executive at Kobe 
Steel and several other exe-
cutives resigned over the 
scandal. Some managers 
took pay cuts.

Quality control woes have 
been rife at other top Japa-
nese brands, including Nis-
san Motor Co. Nissan has 
acknowledged that illegal 
vehicle inspections occurred 
for years at its plants in Ja-
pan. AP

A shareholders’ meeting of Japan’s steelmaker Kobe Steel 
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corporate bits
sands china launches micro-movie 
featuring david beckham

Sociedade de Jogos de Ma-
cau (SJM) is holding training 
sessions for its young execu-
tives on China’s national se-
curity education, as part of its 

Sands Resorts Macao has 
launched an online micro-
movie featuring international 
businessman, sportsman and 
The Venetian Macao brand 
ambassador David Beckham, 
along with several Chinese 
celebrities who take him on a 
quest to find the perfect Por-

sjm holds national security 
education for staff

Macau residents knew little 
about what is happening on 
the mainland, and “certainly 
have little understanding of 
what ‘China’s Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics in 
the New Era’ really means.”

SJM has reached out to 
experts at the Chinese Aca-
demy of Social Sciences to 
conduct training sessions for 
the company’s young execu-
tives “so that they may know 
better how to contribute to 
their motherland in the futu-
re.”

The program will consist of 
12 lecture topics for two hou-
rs each and is designed to 
conclude by the end of this 
year. 

After completing the training 
program, participants can 
apply for a certificate.

Chinese celebrities and ac-
tors Qiao Shan (taxi driver), 
Yang Di (waiter), Liu Yan (taxi 
driver’s sister), Lam Suet 
(chef), Cao Tu Jun (restau-
rant staff) and Helena Law 
(bakery owner and grandmo-
ther).

The micro-movie was produ-
ced by leading award-winning 
production house Traktor and 
supported by Ng Fan, Chief 
Creative Officer, Saatchi and 
Saatchi Shanghai.

“Working with The Vene-
tian Macao on this film was 
a really great opportunity for 
me to see both the old and 
the new sights in Macau and 
of course, to taste my favo-
rite dessert – the legendary 
custard tart!” said David Be-
ckham, according to Sands 
China.

efforts to support the philo-
sophy of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping.

In a statement, the gaming 
company said that it thought 

tuguese egg tart in Macau. 
Released yesterday, the 

micro-movie is a light-hear-
ted take showcasing The Ve-
netian Macao, The Parisian 
Macao and Macau as desti-
nations renowned for the ci-
ty’s legendary egg tarts.

Joining David are leading 

EbAy Inc. rattled in-
vestors by trimming 

its annual revenue fore-
cast, signaling that the on-
line marketplace is losing 
momentum as the critical 
holiday season approa-
ches. Shares dropped 6.6 
percent in early trading 
yesterday, with investors 
also concerned about slow 
customer growth.

The reduced revenue 
projection, on top of la-
ckluster sales for the se-
cond quarter, revived 
concerns that EBay is 
struggling to find its pla-
ce in the shadow of online 
retail behemoth Amazon.
com Inc. It’s also facing 
greater competition from 
brick-and-mortar stores 
like Walmart Inc., which 
are improving their own 
digital-shopping options.

“When you’re in e-com-
merce and growing at half 
the rate of the overall in-
dustry, that’s not going to 
cut it,” said Josh Olson, an 
analyst at Edward Jones & 
Co. “Investors don’t come 
to e-commerce for value. 
They come to e-commerce 
for growth.”

Annual revenue will be 
USD10.75 billion to $10.85 
billion, EBay said Wed-
nesday in a statement. The 
company in April projec-
ted $10.9 billion to $11.1 
billion in sales for the year. 
Sales will be $2.64 billion 
to $2.69 billion in the third 
quarter, while analys-
ts were projecting $2.73 
billion. Quarterly earnings 
per share, excluding some 
costs, are forecast to be 54 
cents to 56 cents, compa-
red with analysts’ average 
estimate of 56 cents.

In the second quarter, 
EBay’s profit was 53 cen-

ts a share on revenue of 
$2.64 billion, according to 
a statement Wednesday. 
Total gross merchandise 
volume, a key metric, rose 
10 percent to $23.6 billion. 
Active customer accoun-
ts grew 4 percent to 175 
million.

“The buyers on EBay 
are engaged, but they’re 
not bringing enough new 
customers to the plat-
form,” said RJ Hottovy, 
an analyst at Morningstar 
Inc. “They’re doing some 
interesting things, but it’s 
tough to compete with 
Amazon.”

The shares fluctuated 
after the earnings were 
announced, tumbling as 
much as 6.4 percent in ex-
tended trading Wednesday 
before rising almost 2.5 
percent - and then slipping 
again by more than 5 per-
cent. The stock had closed 
at $37.95 in New York. 
EBay shares have see-
sawed this year, peaking 
at $46.19 in February after 
the company announced it 
would lower costs by using 
Adyen BV for paymen-
ts processing rather than 
longtime partner PayPal 
Holdings Inc. It gave the 
gains back in April after 
issuing a disappointing 
second-quarter revenue 
forecast. Bloomberg

People carry flowers as they walk near the Mandalay Bay hotel and casino during a vigil 
for victims and survivors of a mass shooting in Vegas

E-CoMMERCE 

EBay rattles investors 
already spooked by 
threat of Amazon 

MGM Resorts suffers 
backlash after suing 
shooting victims
Christopher Palmeri, 
Chris Dolmetsch

IT took just minutes for the 
hashtag #BoycottMGMResorts 
to appear on Twitter, and for 
people to declare they would no 

longer patronize the largest casino 
owner on the Las Vegas Strip.

“Was going to stay in November 
already changed my reservations,” a 
man named Brandon Tur wrote on 
Twitter. “One of the things you have 
to see multiple sources to believe it 
is real,” a woman named Susanne 
Abrams said.

The reaction to MGM Resorts In-
ternational’s lawsuits against victims 
of the worst mass shooting in U.S. 
history was harsh, and probably not 
surprising.

“It’s rare to see a major brand blis-
teringly bury itself alive,” said Eric 
Schiffer, chairman of Los Ange-
les-based Reputation Management 
Consultants. “They were trying to 
create a chilling effect. Instead, it’s 
their brand that got chilled.”

MGM - whose Vegas resorts in-
clude the MGM Grand, Bellagio 
and Mandalay Bay, where the Oct. 1 
shooting occurred - is seeking a court 
declaration that it can’t be held liable 
for deaths, injuries or other damages.

“We are not asking for money or at-
torney’s fees. We only want to resolve 
these cases quickly, fairly and effi-
ciently,” MGM said in a statement. 
Company officials declined to com-
ment for this story.

The facts aren’t in dispute: Frequent 
gambler Stephen Paddock opened 
fire at festival goers from a 32nd-
floor suite at Mandalay Bay, killing 
58 and wounding about 500 before 
he committed suicide. More than 
2,500 people have filed or threate-
ned to file lawsuits against MGM, the 
company said in its complaints.

MGM argues that it hired a com-
pany, Contemporary Services Corp., 

that was certified by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to provi-
de security at the Route 91 Harvest 
Festival. As such, according to MGM, 
it complied with the Support Anti-
Terrorism by Fostering Effective Te-
chnologies Act, a 2002 law that limits 
liability arising from mass attacks in 
the U.S.

In legal documents, MGM has 
said courts have repeatedly rejected 
claims of negligence filed after mass 
shootings, finding there is no “pre-
mises liability” where a third party 
“carried out a cold, calculated plan 
of extreme lethal violence.” To hold 
MGM responsible would “saddle 
businesses across the country with 
crippling liability for the evil acts of 
madmen - acts those businesses can, 
in the end, neither foresee nor pre-
vent.”

MGM has filed at least nine near-
ly identical suits in federal courts 
against survivors and victims’ relati-
ves who have sued the company.

Patrick McNicholas, a Los Angeles 
attorney who represents about 100 
of the victims, called MGM’s attempt 
to use an anti-terrorism law to pro-
tect itself from liability “a stretch.” 
Instead of going after the injured and 
bereaved, he said, “they could have 

done it a more humane way.” For 
example, the company could have 
filed motions only in cases already in 
the courts.

In a hearing Tuesday in Los Ange-
les, attorneys for MGM said that they 
needed to specifically name the par-
ties in order to establish a single legal 
ruling that applied to all of them.

The challenge for MGM, as one of 
its own lawyers acknowledged in 
a filing, is that the 2002 law “appa-
rently has never been applied by a 
federal judge,” said Carl W. Tobias, a 
law professor at the University of Ri-
chmond’s School of Law in Virginia. 
There’s no history to suggest whether 
the approach will work.

MGM and other casinos stopped 
marketing their properties for several 
days in the wake of the shooting, and 
later with the city’s convention and 
visitors bureau created videos with 
local celebrities urging customers to 
return to America’s gambling capital.

MGM Resort’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer James Murren said at a Bloom-
berg sponsored diversity summit in 
May that he has been trying to chan-
ge the culture in Las Vegas.

Now, with the lawsuits making 
headlines, all that goodwill is at 
risk. Bloomberg
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The Chinese flag is projected onto the Bus Al Arab luxury hotel to celebrate the UAE Chinese Week in Dubai

Executives of Didi Chuxing and SoftBank Corp. after signing joint venture agreement

BELT & RoAD

President Xi visits UAE amid 
push to increase influence

Didi enters taxi-hailing business in Japan
CHInEsE mobile ser-

vice giant Didi Chu-
xing and Tokyo-based 
SoftBank Corp. have set 
up a joint venture for ta-
xi-hailing in Japan.

The companies annou-
nced the plan yesterday 
for a service that will use 
artificial intelligence and 
data analysis on a tech-
nology platform available 
for free to all taxi com-
panies in Japan.

The service will roll out 
later this year, starting 
with a free trial run in 
Osaka, and expanding to 
Kyoto, Fukuoka, Okinawa 
and Tokyo, they said.

The move marks the ar-
rival of a major Chinese 
mobile transportation 
platform in a nation that 
has resisted ride-sharing 

businesses and protected 
its traditional taxi com-
panies.

The joint venture is 
mainly targeting the 
growing legions of Chine-

se tourists in Japan.
Didi President Jean Liu 

told reporters she has 

long been impressed with 
Japanese cab services 
and stressed the Didi ser-
vice in Japan was “inclu-
sive and collaborative,” 
not disruptive, and will 
work as a plus for taxi 
drivers.

“I’m a big fan,” she said 
of Japanese drivers, who 
she said were charming.

“We look forward to de-
veloping extensive colla-
boration with all industry 
players to assist in smart 
city programs in Japan 
and Asia.”

Didi and SoftBank an-
nounced their partner-
ship in February. Didi 
already has alliances with 
global ride-sharing servi-
ces including Grab, Lyft, 
Uber, 99 and Taxify.

It says its ride services, 

including car-sharing 
and food delivery, cover 
30 million drivers using 
the platform and 550 
million users.

SoftBank offers mobi-
le and internet services. 
The SoftBank group also 
has IoT, robotics and 
energy businesses and is 
an investor in Grab, the 
leading ride-hailing com-
pany in Southeast Asia.

“I believe the joint ven-
ture can provide new 
value to both consumers 
and taxi companies in Ja-
pan,” says SoftBank Chief 
Executive Ken Miyauchi.

Uber has set up shop in 
Japan but has not gotten 
far with car-sharing be-
cause of regulatory and 
bureaucratic hurdles. It 
is instead pushing Uber 
Eats, its food delivery bu-
siness. Uber sold its Chi-
na business to Didi, and 
holds a stake in Didi. AP

David Rising, Dubai

CHInEsE President Xi 
Jinping arrived late yester-

day in Abu Dhabi on his first 
trip to the United Arab Emi-
rates as the leader of China at 
a time when the two countries 
look to strengthen trade ties 
and expand investment.

It is Xi’s first trip abroad since 
he was appointed to a second 
five-year term as president in 
March when he made a historic 
power grab by moving to abo-
lish presidential term limits, 
allowing him to rule for as long 
as he wants. The visit also co-
mes as China pushes to expand 
its influence in a region where 
it sources much of its energy 
needs.

China and the UAE conduct 
some USD50 billion in annual 
trade and ahead of the trip, the 
UAE’s ambassador to China 
said the country hopes that will 
double over the next decade.

The UAE, home to oil-rich Abu 
Dhabi and the skyscraper skyli-
nes of Dubai, also hosts some 
200,000 Chinese expatriate 
workers, according to Emirati 
government statistics. In recent 
years, the UAE has focused on 
boosting Chinese tourism to its 
seven-sheikhdom federation.

Some 1 million Chinese tou-
rists visited in 2017, boosted by 
the UAE offering visas on arri-
val. Long-haul carriers Emira-
tes and Etihad provide a crucial 
airlink between East and West.

China’s state-run CNPC oil 
company has also bought in-
terests in both onshore and 

offshore oil concessions in the 
UAE.

“Our relationship with Chi-
na is a long-term strategic one 
that encompasses a multitude 
of aspects; political, economic, 
cultural, social, tourism, among 
others,” UAE Minister of State 
Sultan Ahmed Al Jaber said in 
a statement. “The UAE-China 
relationship is rooted in the 
principles of mutual respect, 

constructive dialogue and mea-
ningful cooperation to achieve 
their common interests in a va-
riety of sectors.”

Ahead of Xi’s arrival, the 
country kicked off an official 
“UAE-China Week” featuring 
cultural events and entertain-
ment, which officials say they 
plan on making an annual 
event.

Developer Emaar also annou-

nced plans for what it said wou-
ld be the biggest Chinatown in 
the Mideast: a development of 
6 square kilometers that will 
be located 10 minutes from the 
Dubai International Airport.

Construction is also a big-ti-
cket market for Chinese firms. 
In Dubai especially, its massive 
Sheikh Zayed Road has seen a 
number of quickly built Chine-
se overpasses spring up over its 

dozen lanes. Chinese-built high- 
rises also have become increa-
singly common.

The state-run China Sta-
te Construction Engineering 
Corp. also has contracts with 
private interests as well. Most 
noticeably, it won a $19.6 
million contract in June for 
“major road and infrastruc-
ture work” at a development 
by DAMAC Properties that 
will surround Dubai’s second 
Trump golf course. It earlier 
won a $130 million contract 
to build apartment towers 
near the first Trump golf cou-
rse, which President Donald 
Trump’s sons Donald Jr. and 
Eric opened in February 2017.

Trump’s ties to DAMAC’s ow-
ner, billionaire businessman 
Hussain Sajwani, have raised 
ethics and security questions as 
the American president did not 
divest himself from his epony-
mous development company 
when taking office. However, 
the Trump Organization has 
said it won’t make new foreign 
deals while its namesake is pre-
sident.

China has expanded its in-
fluence among Arab states 
both for economic purposes 
and to counter the influence of 
Washington and Europe. The 
Middle East is also a key node 
in China’s “Belt and Road” ini-
tiative that envisages linking 
Beijing to other parts of Asia, 
Europe and Africa via a ne-
twork of ports, railways, eco-
nomic development zones and 
power plants.

While in the UAE, Xi plans 
talks with officials on the Belt 
and Road project, as well as 
many other issues, including 
energy, agriculture, finance 
and scientific research, China’s 
official Xinhua News Agency 
reported.

The trip will also take Xi to 
Senegal, Rwanda, South Africa 
and Mauritius. AP

 The trip will 
also take Xi 
to Senegal, 
Rwanda, South 
Africa and 
Mauritius
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Borrower’s USD11 billion debt 
mountain comes crashing down
CHInA this month re-

corded one of its bi-
ggest corporate-debt 
defaults yet, with the 

downfall of a coal miner that 
had ridden the country’s wave 
of credit until policy makers 
changed the game with their 
deleveraging campaign.

For investors in Wintime 
Energy Co., it’s been far from 
a winning time now that the 
company from northern Shanxi 
province is proving incapable 
of rolling over debt that qua-
drupled in less than five years. 
How the borrower ran up a 72.2 
billion yuan (USD10.8 billion) 
tab that it now can’t make good 
on illustrates why this year will 
be China’s worst yet for corpo-
rate defaults. And with a poten-
tial lifeline from state-owned 
banks unveiled yjis week, it 
could also emerge as an exam-
ple of China’s unwillingness to 
allow unbridled corporate fai-
lures.

Wintime’s original plan was 

to borrow to fund acquisitions 
and expand into areas inclu-
ding finance and logistics. As 
borrowing costs tumbled from 
2014, funding was easy to get 
and the miner took full advanta-

ge of creditors’ largesse. Things 
started changing in 2016, when 
President Xi Jinping began pu-
tting emphasis on reining in fi-
nancial risks.

Now, Wintime has the unfor-

tunate distinction of being the 
largest defaulter in China so 
far in 2018, delinquent on 11.4 
billion yuan of securities after 
it failed to pay a local bond this 
month.

China’s changing environ-
ment for financing has had qui-
te a big impact on the company, 
an officer with Wintime’s infor-
mation disclosure department 
said by phone, declining to be 
identified by name. The firm is 
trying to raise new debt to re-
pay existing obligations and is 
selling assets, he said, declining 
to comment on Wintime’s past 
run-up in debt.

That run-up came amid a 
near-doubling in size of Chi-
na’s domestic bond market, 
now roughly $12 trillion and 
the world’s third largest. The 
government had encouraged 
companies to use bonds for 
financing as they embraced fi-
nancial innovation to make the 
economy less dependent on 
state-owned banks.

The trouble was that local 
buyers had little experience in 
doing credit research, and the 
local debt-rating agencies la-
cked the kind of differentiation 
among borrowers found over-
seas. There was little need for 
due diligence until China began 
allowing defaults in 2014.

“China’s economic growth 
was largely driven by debt and 
its corporate debt looks like a 
Ponzi scheme,” said Qin Han, 
chief fixed income analyst at 
Guotai Junan Securities Co. 
“More firms may give up on re-
paying debt if they encounter 
financing difficulties.”

With authorities taking mea-
sures to curb leverage by clam-
ping down on shadow finan-
cing, boosting money-market 
borrowing rates and tightening 
regulations on the asset mana-
gement industry, companies 
are increasingly running into 
those difficulties.

The increasingly difficult envi-
ronment can be seen in Winti-
me’s history. After issuing more 
than 10 billion yuan of bonds 
in 2016 and again in 2017, it 
was only able to find buyers 
for 3.6 billion yuan so far this 
year, Bloomberg-compiled data 
show. That’s as its borrowing 
cost for one-year bonds soared 
to 7 percent in 2018 from 4.5 
percent in 2016. Bloomberg
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ThAILAND

After rescue, Wild Boars pray 
for protection at temple
Tassanee Vejpongsa & 
Kaweewit Kaewjinda, Chiang Rai

THE youth soccer teammates 
rescued from a flooded cave 

began their first day back home 
with their families yesterday by 
going to a Buddhist temple to 
pray for protection from misfor-
tunes.

Eleven of the boys and the Wild 
Boars coach kneeled and pres-
sed their hands in prayer to the 
tune of chanting monks at the 
ceremony meant to extend one’s 
life and protect it from dangers. 
They were joined by relatives 
and friends at the Wat Pra That 
Doi Wao temple, overlooking 
Myanmar on Thailand’s northern 
border.

Only one member was absent, 
Adul Sargon, who is not Bud-
dhist.

The team has already said they 
would ordain as Buddhist novi-
ces to honor a former Thai navy 
SEAL diver who died in the cave 
while making preparations for 
their rescue.

On Wednesday evening, the 
boys and coach were released 
from hospital and spoke to the 
media for the first time since 
their ordeal, describing their sur-
prise at seeing two British divers 
rising from muddy waters in the 

recesses of the cave. It would be 
another week before they were 
pulled out of the Tham Luang 
cave.

“We weren’t sure if it was for 
real,” 14-year-old Adul said. “So 
we stopped and listened. And it 
turned out to be true. I was sho-
cked.”

In one poignant and emotional 
moment at the news conference, 
a portrait was displayed of Sa-
man Gunan, the Thai diver who 
died. One of the boys, 11-year-old 
Chanin “Titan” Vibulrungruang, 
the youngest of the group, cove-
red his eyes as if wiping away a 
tear.

“I feel sad. And another thing 
is I’m really impressed with Sgt. 
Sam for sacrificing his life to let 
all 13 Wild Boars to be able to live 
our lives outside happily and nor-
mally,” said Coach Ekapol “Ake” 
Chanthawong. “When we found 
out, everyone was sad. Extremely 
sad, like we were the cause of this, 
for making the sergeant’s family 
sad and having to face problems.”

The Wild Boars had entered 
the cave on June 23 for what was 
to be a relaxing excursion after 
soccer practice. But rain began, 
and water soon filled the cavern, 
cutting off their escape, and they 
huddled on a patch of dry ground 
deep inside the cave.

Ekapol said the trip was meant 
to last one hour, simply because 
“each of us wanted to see what 
was inside.”

When the hour was up, they 
were pretty deep inside and al-
ready had swum through some 
flooded areas in the spirit of ad-
venture. But in turning back, he 
discovered the way was not at 
all clear, and he swam ahead to 
scout the route, attaching a rope 
to himself so the boys could pull 
him back if necessary.

He said he had to be pulled out.
Ekapol said he told the boys: 

“We cannot go out this way. We 
have to find another way.”

The boys told reporters of their 
reactions at that point.

“I felt scared. I was afraid I wou-
ldn’t get to go home and my mom 
would scold me,” said Mongkol 
Boonpiam, 13, prompting laugh-
ter.

Ekarat Wongsukchan, 14, said 
they decided “to calm ourselves 
first, to try to fix the problem and 
find a way out. Be calm and not 
shocked.”

The group had taken no food 
with them and survived by 
drinking water that dripped from 
the cave walls, Ekapol said, ad-
ding that all the boys knew how 
to swim, which had been a con-
cern for rescuers.

Titan said he tried hard not to 
think about food. “When I’m 
starving, I don’t think of food 
otherwise it’d make me more 
hungry.”

Adul said they were digging 
around the spot when they heard 
the voices and Ekapol called for 
silence.

He recounted how Ekapol told 
them to “’quickly get down there, 
that’s the sound of a person, or 
else they’re going to pass on by,’ 
something like that.”

But he said his teammate hol-
ding the flashlight was scared, so 
Adul told him “If you’re not going 
to go, then I’ll go.”

“So I quickly took the flashlight, 
and quickly went down, and I 
greeted them, ‘hello,’” Adul ad-
ded.

Psychologists had vetted the 
journalists’ questions in advance 
to avoid bringing up any aspec-

ts of the rescue that might dis-
turb them. The dangers of the 
complicated operation, in which 
the boys were extracted in three 
separate missions with diving 
equipment and pulleys through 
the tight passageways, were not 
discussed.

Doctors said the 13 were phy-
sically and mentally healthy. Al-
though they lost an average of 4 
kilograms (9 pounds) during the 
more than two weeks they were 
trapped in the cave, they have 
since gained about 3 kilograms 
(6 1/2 pounds) on average since 
their rescue. They were treated 
for minor infections.

Asked what he had learned from 
their experience, 13-year-old 
Mongkol Boonpiam said he felt 
stronger. “I have more patience, 
endurance, tolerance,” he said.

Adul said it had taught him “not 
to live life carelessly.”

While many of the boys wanted 
to be pro soccer players when 
they grow up, at least four of 
them said they hope to become 
navy SEALs, so they could help 
others.

All expressed their apologies to 
their families.

“I wanted to apologize to my 
parents. I know that I will get yel-
led at by mom when I get home,” 
said Pornchai Kamluang, 16.

Ekarat said sheepishly he wan-
ted to apologize to his parents be-
cause while he told them he was 
going to a cave, he told them the 
wrong one.

“I told them I was going to Tham 
Khun Nam,” he said. “I didn’t tell 
them I went to Tham Luang. So 
I was wondering how they found 
us at the right cave.” AP

 only one 
member was 
absent, Adul 
Sargon, who is 
not Buddhist
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People watch a news broascast reporting about a sunken Russian warship at the Seoul Railway Station in Seoul

SouTh KoREA

Investor frenzy over Russia 
treasure ship rumors

PhILIPPINES 

Immigration orders Australian 
nun deported and blacklisted
THE Philippine immi-

gration bureau has or-
dered the deportation of 
an Australian nun who has 
angered the president by 
joining anti-government 
rallies but her lawyers call 
the move “persecution” and 
say they’ll appeal.

The Bureau of Immigra-
tion order issued yesterday 
also called for the inclusion 
of Sister Patricia Anne Fox 
in the agency’s blacklist whi-
ch would prohibit her from 
returning to the country. It 

said Fox violated the terms 
of her missionary visa.

Justice Secretary Menardo 
Guevarra says Fox’s depor-
tation “is stayed pending 
appeal.”

President Rodrigo Duterte 
has been hypersensitive to 
criticism, especially by fo-
reigners, who he says have 
no right to meddle in do-
mestic affairs. His bloody 
anti-drug crackdown has 
left thousands of suspects 
dead and alarmed human 
rights groups and Western 

governments.
Fox, a 71 year-old superior 

of the Notre Dame de Sion 
in the Philippines, a congre-
gation of Catholic nuns, was 
detained for a day in April 
after Duterte ordered her 
investigation for “disorderly 
conduct”.

In a one-page order, im-
migration bureau head Jai-
me Morente asked Fox to 
leave the Philippines after 
“she was found to have en-
gaged in activities that are 
not allowed under the terms 

and conditions of her visa.”
The Australian nun, who 

has been in the country for 
more than 27 years, has 30 
days to exit the Philippines 
after receipt of the order.

Her renewable missio-
nary visa, which was due 
to expire in September 
2018, was cancelled in mid 
April, but an immigration 
spokeswoman said she can 
still return to the mainly 
Catholic Southeast Asian 
country as a tourist, not as 
a missionary. MDT/Agencies

Kim Tong-Hyung 
& Hyung-Jin Kim, Seoul

A South Korean com-
pany’s claim to have 
found a sunken Rus-
sian warship has trig-

gered investor frenzy amid spe-
culation the ship was carrying 
an enormous amount of gold 
when it sank 113 years ago. Sou-
th Korea’s financial regulator 
subsequently issued a warning 
against possible investment los-
ses.

The Seoul-based Shinil Group 
said this week its divers discove-
red what a wreck it identified as 
the 6,200-ton Dmitrii Donskoi, 
which went down during the 
1904-1905 Russo-Japanese war 
off an eastern Korean island. 
The company speculated about 
200 tons of gold bars and coins 
that are worth 150 trillion won 
(USD132 billion) would still 
likely be aboard the ship.

Shinil released photos and 
videos taken by search subma-
rines, which showed markings 
on the stern the company said 
was the ship’s name in Russian. 
It said it hoped to hoist the ship 
from its depth of more than 400 
meters within months.

Other companies have made 
similar claims, but none has 
taken actual steps toward rai-
sing the wreck. One of them, 
Dong-Ah Construction, was ac-
cused of spreading false rumors 
to bump up its stock prices and 
later went bankrupt.

Shinil was founded on June 
1 reportedly with about 100 
million won ($87,800). The 
company is unlisted but its pre-
sident recently agreed to acqui-
re shares in a local company, 
Jeil Steel.

After Shinil’s announcement 
on the Russian ship, Jeil’s sto-
ck prices rose by 30 percent on 
South Korea’s KOSDAQ market 
on Tuesday. They continued 
their steep rise on Wednesday 
morning before Jeil in a regula-
tory filing clarified that Shinil’s 
president would be its secon-
d-largest shareholder, not the 
largest, if the deal goes through. 
Jeil also said it has “no relation 
to the treasure ship business.” 
Jeil’s stock prices dropped more 
than 20 percent after yester-
day’s trading.

South Korea’s Financial Su-
pervisory Service said yesterday 
that it’s closely monitoring tra-
de activity involving the shares 
of Jeil Steel. An agency official 
said that the regulator was wat-
ching out for possible deceptive 
practices involving the trade of 
Jeil shares, including inducing 
investors through false infor-

mation.
“Investors should beware be-

cause it’s uncertain whether the 
ship is salvageable and whether 
Shinil would be able to gain ow-
nership of the assets even if it 
gets permission to raise it,” said 
the official, who didn’t want to 
be identified citing office rules. 
“Dong-Ah Construction made 
similar claims over the same 
ship but failed to deliver on its 
promises and went bankrupt, 
causing huge losses for inves-
tors.”

Russian scholars have said in 
the past that Russia was unlikely 
to put so much gold on a single 
ship and that it must have been 
much safer to move it by train. 
They also have said some gold 
coins could have been aboard 
the ship to pay the salaries of 
Russian navy officers.

It’s unclear whether Shinil 
would receive South Korean go-

vernment approval of its salvage 
plans.

Local laws aimed at preserving 
national territory and property 
require the company to depo-
sit 10 percent of the estimated 
value of the shipwreck before 
starting its salvage works.

An official at the Pohang Re-
gional Office of Oceans and 
Fisheries, which has authority 
on Shinil’s case, said it hasn’t 
formally discussed the com-
pany’s claim because Shinil has 
yet to submit a request to seek a 
salvage right. The official, who 
spoke anonymously because he 
wasn’t authorized to speak me-
dia on the issue, said Shinil must 
deposit 15 trillion won ($13.2 
billion), based on the company 
officials speculation how much 
gold is likely aboard the ship.

Shinil disagreed on the 
amount of its possible depo-
sit, saying what it has officially 

located was the shipwreck, 
not treasures on it. It estima-
ted the shipwreck’s value at 
1.2 billion won ($1 million) 
and planned to put down 120 
million won ($105,540) as a 
deposit. Company spokesman 
Park Seong-jin said his com-
pany will file a request for the 
ship’s salvage right later this 
week.

Some experts also said it’s 
unlikely that the Donskoi, a 
thickly armored warship with 

more than 12 artillery pieces, 
500 sailors and presumably 
1,600 tons of coal, would have 
had room for 200 tons of gold, 
which would be double the 
current gold reserves at South 
Korea’s central bank. And the-
re’s questions about the gold’s 
worth being estimated at $132 
billion — the Bank of Korea’s 
104 tons of gold reserves are 
valued at around $4.8 billion.

Even if the ship is hoisted 
and treasures are found, their 
ownership could be disputed.

A South Korean Financial 
Ministry official responsible 
for the issue said that Rus-
sia may be able to claim ow-
nership. Park disputed that, 
saying 80 percent of the po-
tential treasures would belong 
to the company while the rest 
would go to a South Korean 
government coffer. He cited 
related South Korean law and 
an international court ruling 
on a similar case. AP

 
Investors 
should beware 
because it’s 
uncertain 
whether 
the ship is 
salvageable.

FINANCIAL SUPERvISoRY 
SERvICE

Australian Roman Catholic nun Patricia Fox (center) 
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 She pleaded 
not guilty during 
the hearing in 
which a uS 
magistrate 
ordered her 
held in jail

Angela Charlton, Moscow

MARIA Butina seemed 
destined for bigger thin-

gs than her Siberian outpost 
of a hometown. In her early 
20s, she built a budding po-
litical career, a mini furnitu-
re empire and a Russian gun 
rights movement — and she’s 
now in jail on suspicion of 
spying on the United States.

Butina, 29, faced a hearing 
yesterday [Macau time] in 
Washington in which she was 
accused of extensive ties to 
the KGB’s successor agency 
FSB, and representing a new 
generation of Russian opera-
tives seeking a long-term U.S. 
foothold. Her lawyer says she 
did nothing wrong.

“It’s psychosis. A witch 
hunt,” her father, Valery Bu-
tin, was quoted as saying 
yesterday by the Altapress 
website in her hometown of 
Barnaul.

U.S. prosecutors outlined 
extensive accusations against 
Butina, including private 
Twitter exchanges stressing 
the need to be “incognito” 
and suggestions that she used 
sex to advance her intelligen-
ce objectives. Federal prose-
cutors say her graduate stu-
dies at American University 
in Washington were a cover 
for covert duties.

Butina’s goal, according to 
prosecutors: using gun-lo-
bbying efforts to infiltrate the 
NRA and the Republican Par-
ty, both during the 2016 pre-
sidential campaign and after 

Donald Trump’s election.
From her provincial be-

ginnings, Butina displayed 
remarkable ambition, politi-
cal savvy and an overt love of 
weapons.

That carried her out of the 
Siberian steppe to Moscow, 
where she befriended a well- 
placed senator, founded a 
gun-rights group , and posed 
seductively with guns in an 
interview with Russia’s GQ 
magazine.

Her ambitions didn’t stop 
at Russia’s borders. She tra-
veled to gun shows and ri-
ght-wing events from the 
Freedomfest in Las Vegas to 
a National Rifle Association 
meeting in Indianapolis, ac-
cording to her own social 
media posts. Along the way, 
she met the governor of Wis-
consin, and gave speeches at 
a high school and university 
in South Dakota.

U.S. federal prosecutors 
say she was more than just 
a curious tourist. Butina is 
charged with conspiracy to 
act as an unregistered agent 
of the Russian government, 
suspected of gathering inte-
lligence on American officials 
and political organizations 
and working to establish ba-
ck-channel lines of communi-
cations for the Kremlin.

Court documents detailed 
extensive private Twitter con-
versations and other discus-
sions between Butina and a 
senior Russian official about 
her activities in the United 
States.

The Russian official is belie-
ved to be Alexander Torshin, 
deputy head of the Russian 
Central Bank and a target of 
U.S. sanctions since April. He 
and the Central Bank didn’t 
respond to requests for com-
ment about Butina’s arrest.

A month before Trump’s 
election, Butina told the Rus-
sian official that they had to 
be “quiet and careful.” Weeks 
later, she sent him a photo 
of her near the U.S. Capitol 
on the day Trump was inau-
gurated. The Russian official 
called her a “daredevil girl!” 
Butina responded, “Good tea-
chers!”

Her interlocutor likened her 
to Anna Chapman, a Russian 
woman who was arrested in 
2010 on suspicion of spying 
and then deported as part of 
a prisoner swap.

Russia’s Foreign Ministry 
spokeswoman, Maria Zakha-
rova, lashed out over Butina’s 
arrest, calling it a politically 
driven arrest “from those for-
ces that are continuing to fuel 
Russo-phobic hysteria” in the 
United States.

She said Butina still hasn’t 
been able to meet with consu-
lar representatives and ques-
tioned the timing of her Sun-
day arrest, just before Trump 
met Putin for a summit.

Federal prosecutors said they 
moved now because they fea-
red Butina was imminently 
leaving — noting that she had 
rented a U-Haul moving tru-
ck and her bags were packed 
at the time of her arrest last 
weekend.

Butina has been on the FBI 
radar for months, has already 
testified in a closed session of 
the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee and had her house sear-
ched in April, according to her 
lawyer.

She posted publicly on so-
cial networks about her tra-
vels around the U.S. and her 
dream of loosening gun laws 
in Russia. In videos online 
promoting gun causes, she is 
remarkably assured, both in 
Russian and in her accented 
but fast and fluent English.

Back in her hometown of Bar-
naul, she finished high school 
with honors and studied at 
Altai State University and the 
School of Real Politics. She 
started a school debate club 
and worked for a local newspa-
per, according to local officials.

She then opened a furniture 
store that she grew into a ne-
twork, according to Altapress 
and other local news sites. At 
the same time, she was elected 
to the local Public Chamber , 
an advisory body that acts as a 
go-between between local offi-

cials and the public.
She ran for a spot on the na-

tionwide Public Chamber; she 
didn’t get it but she did make 
contacts in Moscow and mo-
ved to the capital, where she 
founded gun-rights group Ri-
ght to Bear Arms.

Her star didn’t immediately 
rise. She wrote in a 2014 blog 
for independent radio station 
Ekho Moskvy that she only got 
a U.S. visa on her third try.

On the blog she posted a 
photo of the Indianapolis air-
port, comparing it favorably 
to Barnaul, and describing 
doing yoga and jogging along 
the river. She bragged of con-
ducting “industrial espionage” 
into gun lobbying in the U.S. 
by buying “masses of gifts” at 
an NRA show.

Among those she met in 
Moscow was political expert 
Andrei Kolyadin, who used 
her as an interpreter when he 
attended a National Prayer 
Breakfast in the U.S. and said 
he spoke with her just befo-
re her arrest about the World 
Cup, held in Russia.

“She is an extremely ener-
getic person with plenty of 
ideas,” he said in an interview 
with Russia’s Interfax news 
agency. He insisted she wasn’t 
working in intelligence.

He said she had recently been 
wondering what to do next af-
ter graduating from American 
University in May with a mas-
ter’s degree in international 
relations. Her lawyer said she 
finished with a perfect 4.0 gra-
de point average.

The lawyer, Robert Driscoll, 
called the allegations “over-
blown” and said prosecutors 
had criminalized mundane 
networking opportunities. 
Driscoll said Butina is not an 
agent of the Russian Federa-
tion, but simply a 29-year-old 
woman in the U.S. on a stu-
dent visa. AP

uS-RuSSIA

Mere gun lover, or Siberian spy? 
Maria Butina’s curious path

This courtroom sketch depicts Maria Butina (seated) Butina at a pro-gun rally in Moscow in 2013
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Arab lawmakers stand up in protest during a Knesset session in Jerusalem yesterday

ISRAEL

Parliament passes contentious 
Jewish nation bill
Ilan Ben Zion, Jerusalem

IsRAEl’s parliament 
approved a controversial 
piece of legislation that 
defines the country as the 

nation-state of the Jewish peo-
ple but, critics warn, sidelines 
minorities.

The government says the bill, 
passed in the early morning 
hours yesterday, will merely 
enshrine into law Israel’s exis-
ting character.

Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu called the legislation’s 
passage a “historic moment in 
the history of Zionism and the 
history of the state of Israel.”

“Israel is the nation state of 
the Jewish people, which ho-
nors the individual rights of all 
its citizens,” the prime minister 
said. “I repeat this is our state. 
The Jewish state.”

“Lately, there are people who 
are trying to destabilize this and 
therefore destabilize the foun-
dations of our existence and our 
rights,” he added. “So today we 
have made a law in stone. This 
is our country. This is our lan-

guage. This is our anthem and 
this is our flag. Long live the 
state of Israel.”

But opponents to the law say it 
marginalizes the country’s Arab 
minority. One clause downgra-
des the Arabic language from 
official to “special” standing. 

Around 20 percent of Israel’s 
population is Arab.

The law passed with a 62-55 
backing, with two members of 
the Knesset, Israel’s parlia-
ment, abstaining. The legis-
lation is defined as a “basic 
law,” granting it quasi-consti-

tutional status.
However, it will likely face a 

challenge at the Supreme Court.
Politicians took turns to pas-

sionately express their views for 
and against the bill in a rowdy, 
hours-long debate in parlia-
ment overnight.

Ayman Odeh, the head of the 
Arab Joint List, pulled out a bla-
ck flag and waved it during his 
speech in parliament, warning 
of the implications of the law.

“This is an evil law,” he said 
and added that “a black flag ho-
vers over it.”

“Today, I will have to tell my 

children, along with all the chil-
dren of Palestinian Arab towns 
in the country, that the state has 
declared that it does not want us 
here,” Odeh said in a statement 
following the law’s passage.

“It has passed a law of Jewish 
supremacy and told us that we 
will always be second-class citi-
zens,” the statement said.

Benny Begin, son of former 
Israeli prime minister Mena-
chem Begin, the founder of Ne-
tanyahu’s ruling Likud party, 
abstained from voting, warning 
of the party’s growing discon-
nect from human rights.

“This is not a decision I expec-
ted from the Likud leadership,” 
he said.

American Jewish organiza-
tions also expressed disappro-
val of the law.

The American Jewish Commi-
ttee, a group representing the 
Jewish Diaspora, said it was 
“deeply disappointed,” saying 
the law “put at risk the commit-
ment of Israel’s founders to bui-
ld a country that is both Jewish 
and democratic.”

Lawmakers had removed the 
most contentious clause of the 
bill on Sunday, which would 
have allowed the establishment 
of “separate communities,” and 
whose inclusion critics had cal-
led racist.

Israelis, including President 
Reuven Rivlin and attorney ge-
neral, voiced opposition to the 
earlier draft of the bill. AP

 one clause 
downgrades 
the Arabic 
language 
from official 
to ‘special’ 
standing
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 Offbeat

cinemaTV canal macau

saturday
10:30
11:35
12:30
13:00
13:30
15:00
18:35
19:10
20:30
21:00
22:30
23:00
23:30
23:55
01:10

Comedy
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
TDM News (Repeated)
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast (PT)   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
World Cup Diary
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (PT)  
Grimm Sr. 3  
Miscellaneous
TDM News
Portuguese Talk Show
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live    

friday
13:00
13:30
15:00
18:25
19:10
19:35
20:30
21:15
22:10
23:00
23:50
01:25
02:10

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast 
Miscellaneous
Destiny
World Cup Diary
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
Portuguese Mini Serie (100% Portuguese)
Brazilian Soap opera  
TDM News
Movie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

sunday
10:25
11:00
12:00
13:00
13:30
15:00
17:40
19:20
20:30
21:00
22:00
23:00
23:55
00:25
01:05

Kids Serie    
Sunday Mass (Live)    
Miscellaneous    
TDM News (Repeated)  
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast  
Miscellaneous
Got Talent Portugal
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report  
Non-daily Portuguese News
Documentary
TDM News
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)  
RTPi Live

Bruce Springsteen propped 
himself on top of Billy Joel’s pia-
no to sing a duet with The Piano 
Man, who was celebrating his 
100th concert at Madison Square 
Garden.

Joel told the energetic crowd 
he had a guest coming onstage 
who has won a Grammy, oscar 
and Tony. Springsteen emerged, 
surprising the feverish and fana-
tic audience, who loudly cheered 
“BRUCE.”

“Congratulations Billy on your 100th show,” Springsteen yelled.
“Ready, Billy?” he asked, as Joel began to play while sitting at the 

piano.
Springsteen encouraged the crowd to cheer louder and then sang 

“Tenth Avenue Freeze-out.” He jumped onto Joel’s piano — making 
it on his second try — and sat on it while Joel played and the piano 
slowly spun. Springsteen then rocked his guitar for “Born to Run.”

Joel, 69, and Springsteen, 68, hugged after their two-song perfor-
mance, and The Boss kissed Joel on his head as he walked offstage.

A banner celebrating Joel’s 100th performance at MSG rose to 
the ceiling near the top of the two-hour-plus concert. Joel started 
performing a monthly residency at the arena in 2014. No artist has 
performed at the famed venue more than Joel.

“Good evening to you New York City,” said Joel, whose two-year- 
old daughter, Della Rose Joel, sat on his lap. “I want to thank you all 
for coming to our show.”

Joel was excited throughout his set, going from piano to harmo-
nica to guitar. He put on his sunglasses while he passionately sang 
“New York State of Mind” and twirled his microphone stand in the 
air and danced happily after singing “Uptown Girl.”

He said he had to think of a special song to sing to celebrate his 
new milestone, and then performed “This Is the Time.”

bruce springsteen surprises 
audience at billy joel concert

Adolf Hitler has escaped death after a bomb exploded at 
1242 local time at his headquarters in Rastenberg, East Pru-
ssia.

The German News Agency broke the news from Hitler’s 
headquarters, known as the “wolf’s lair”, his command post 
for the Eastern Front.

A senior officer, Colonel Claus Schenk von Stauffenberg, 
has been blamed for planting the bomb at a meeting at which 
Hitler and other senior members of the General Staff were 
present.

Hitler has sustained minor burns and concussion but, ac-
cording to the news agency, managed to keep his appoint-
ment with Italian leader Benito Mussolini.

Hermann Goering, Commander-in-Chief of the Luftwaffe 
and Hitler’s designated successor, went to see Hitler when 
he heard about the attack.

The German News Agency said the German people were 
deeply grateful that no serious harm had come to their leader 
and that fate had allowed him to “accomplish his great task”.

“The attempt which has failed must be a warning to every 
German to redouble his war effort,” said the newsreader.

And the deputy head of the press, Helmut Suendermann, 
stated: “The German people must consider the failure of the 
attempt on Hitler’s life as a sign that Hitler will complete his 
tasks under the protection of a divine power.”

This is the third attempt on Hitler’s life and underlines the 
tension in Germany now faced with a two-front war as the 
allies take northern France and the Red Army close in on 
the Reich.

This week has seen the heaviest American bombing of Ger-
many since they entered the war.

The 8th Air Force from Britain and the 15th Air Force from 
Italy sent about 5,500 heavy bombers and some 4,000 figh-
ter planes to attack oil and aircraft stores in Germany and 
Austria.

The Soviet Army has made major advances on the front line 
between Brest-Litovsk and Lvov - a strategic city that is the 
key to capturing southern Poland.

Courtesy bbC news

1944 hitler survives
  assassination attempt

The following day Adolf Hitler made a radio broadcast to the German 
nation detailing the failed assassination and thanked fate for allowing him 
to continue his “work”.
The planned coup, known as the July plot, was led by senior military lead-
ers like Field Marshal Erwin von Witzleben and General Ludwig Beck.
After Claus von Stauffenberg had placed the briefcase under the table next 
to Hitler, he left the building, heard the bomb explode and assumed Hitler 
was dead.
He flew to Berlin to join Von Witzleben and Beck and take over using the 
German Home Army. But through a series of lucky circumstances Hitler 
was only slightly injured, though three other people were killed.
Von Stauffenberg was arrested the same day and shot. The rest of the con-
spirators were tried and hanged or offered the chance to commit suicide.
Eight of those executed were hanged with piano wire from meat-hooks 
and their executions filmed and shown to senior members of the Nazi 
Party and the armed forces.

in context

cineteatro
19 - 25 jul

inCRedibles 2
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director:  brad bird 
starring:  Craig t. nelson, holly hunter, sarah vowell 
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
duration: 118min

skysCRaPeR
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: Rawson Marshall thurbe
starring: dwayne Johnson, neve Campbell, Chin han
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 102min

ant-Man and the wasP
room 3
2:15, 7:00pm
director: Peyton Reed
starring: Paul Rudd, evangeline lilly, Michael douglas
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

Code glass lelouCh of Rebellion iii - 
gloRifiCation
room 3
4:30, 9:15pm
director: goro taniguchi
starring: Jun fukuyama, takahiro skurai, yukana
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 140min
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aCRoss: 1- Actress Dunaway; 5- Indigo source; 9- Gaiety; 14- Prayer ender; 
15- Lethargic; 16- Bring forth from the egg; 17- Prefix with drama; 18- ___ about 
(roughly); 19- Spud state; 20- Something that explains; 23- ___ Angeles; 24- Sleep 
stage; 25- Tax experts: Abbr.; 27- Bluegrass instrument; 31- Writer Wiesel; 33- Dull 
pain; 37- 1986 sci-fi sequel; 39- Syr. neighbor; 40- ___ Scott Decision; 41- In spite 
of; 44- Amos or Spelling; 45- "You've got mail" co.; 46- Greek goddess of the 
moon; 47- ET transports; 48- Afrikaner; 50- Aromatic wood; 51- Auditorium; 53- 
Antlered animal; 55- Possess, to Burns; 58- Sinking more money into; 64- Sleep 
disorder; 66- Turned right; 67- on a single occasion; 68- Artist Matisse; 69- Amo, 
amas, ___; 70- Penn name; 71- Let's Make ___; 72- Court plea, for short; 73- Show 
to a table;
 
down: 1- Renown; 2- U.S. trading place; 3- Quick sharp bark; 4- Hydroxyl 
compound; 5- Unaccompanied; 6- Generic; 
7- ___ Rhythm; 8- Lyric poet; 9- Porcelain 
tableware; 10- Possessed; 11- Bibliography 
abbr.; 12- Canyon sound; 13- Pi followers; 
21- Rice-___; 22- Musical dramas; 26- 
Bicycle seat; 27- African language group; 
28- Standoffish; 29- Part of TNT; 30- 
Pertaining to Jews; 32- Cotton thread used 
for hosiery; 34- Wept; 35- Reddish brown; 
36- Gardener's tool; 38- Building for horses; 
42- Hoodlum; 43- Head supporters; 49- 
Uncover; 52- Thin as ___; 54- Resulted in; 
55- very funny!; 56- Imitated; 57- Feminine 
ending; 59- verne captain; 60- Chuck; 61- 
Arrow poison; 62- Final Four org.; 63- Lady's 
escort; 65- Notable period;

THE BoRn LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You're not usually prone to 
daydreaming. Like your equally action-
oriented predecessors - warriors of all 
kinds - you're much more inclined to 
sit down with someone rational and 
make a battle plan.

April 20-May 20
Each sign comes equipped with a 
set of personality traits to call their 
own - an astrological 'Top Ten List' 
of qualities. Yours includes some 
pretty darned enviable traits, too: 
honesty, integrity and diligence.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You'll hear something you haven't 
heard in years - a catchphrase, an 
expression, a bad joke - that will 
conjure memories of someone you 
haven't thought about in far too 
long.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Feeling a little close to your shell 
lately? If being around people is 
running you ragged, don't be afraid 
to just be up front about your need 
for some alone time and retire to 
your room.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If you don't want to spend any time 
out there in the outside world, don't 
try to force yourself. Even Leos have 
the right to hibernate every now and 
then, and for the next 36 hours, you 
should lay claim to it proudly.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You've always been earthy and 
practical, and you're a big fan of 
routine, comfortable habits and 
regularity. You may not be able to 
count on that, or anything else, for 
that matter

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
A loved one who's been a bit 
worried about you recently is about 
to say or do something that will let 
you know it's finally time to give in 
and allow them the honor of your 
presence.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It's now officially your turn. 
If you really must have some 
privacy, possibly due to the 
attention of a certain someone 
(attention you'd rather not share 
with the masses).

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Once you warn those who know 
and love you, they'll know what 
to do. They'll just avoid bringing 
up any touchy subjects. Easy. For 
others, though, this might come to 
them as a bit of a shock.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Birthdays do seem to crop up all at 
the same time, don't they? Makes 
sense, though. We know what we 
like, and whether or not we do it 
consciously, we recognize it when 
it walks up to us. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
For the next few weeks, you're 
going to shock and amaze the 
masses - not to mention the folks 
you see on a regular basis. You 
might also end up looking in the 
mirror and wondering who that is.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You'll be wearing your emotions 
like a t-shirt today - so they'll be 
the very first thing others see when 
they first see you. Fortunately, the 
heavens have arranged for you to 
be in a wonderful mood

  Aquarius Pisces
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International olympic Committee President Thomas Bach 

AuTo RACINg

F1 champion Hamilton signs 
new contract with Mercedes

oLYMPICS

IOC adds seven medal events to 2022 
Beijing Winter Games program
PlAnnIng for its 

next three Olympic Ga-
mes, the IOC added seven 
medal events to the 2022 
Beijing Winter Games, 
published a 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics schedule with 
no agreement on when to 
race swimming finals, and 
set a timetable to add new 
sports to the 2024 Paris 
Olympics.

The next Winter Olym-
pics will now include: 
women’s monobob, Big 
Air freestyle skiing for 
men and women, plus mi-
xed team events in short 
track speed skating, ski 
jumping, ski aerials and 
snowboardcross.

The addition of gold me-
dals to a 109-event pro-
gram was combined with 
a reduction in how many 

athletes will compete.
In an attempt to cut or-

ganizing costs, amid re-
cent failures of potential 
bidders in Europe for the 
2026 Winter Games, the-
re should be no additional 
venues required and 41 
fewer athletes in Beijing 

than the 2,933 competi-
tors at the Pyeongchang 
Olympics last February.

IOC sports director Kit 
McConnell said changes for 
Beijing were “really sending 
a strong message about 
controlling the size of the 
Olympic Winter Games.”

Sports losing athletes 
from their Olympic quota 
include 41 in skiing disci-
plines, 26 from skating, 
and 20 fewer in biathlon.

Women’s ice hockey will 
grow by two teams to be-
come a 10-nation lineup 
instead, adding 46 athle-
tes.

McConnell said an im-
proved gender balance 
will see 45.4 percent fe-
male athletes in Beijing, 
rising from 41.1 percent in 
Pyeongchang.

A women’s Nordic com-
bined event — mixing 
cross-country skiing and 
ski jumping — will not 
join the Olympic program 
because the overall quality 
of competition and variety 
of countries taking part 
was not “at a level appro-

priate to being included,” 
the IOC official said.

Two years and one week 
before the Tokyo Olym-
pics open, the IOC pub-
lished a detailed schedule 
Wednesday of when com-
petitions will take place.

It lacked any breakdown 
of events at the Olympic 
Aquatics Centre, which 
hosts swimming, diving, 
and synchronized swim-
ming.

At the 2008 Olympics 
in Beijing, in a time zone 
one hour different to 
Tokyo, swimming finals 
and semifinals were ra-
ced in morning sessions 
so they could be broa-
dcast live in the United 
States late evening. US 
broadcaster NBC is the 
single biggest contributor 

to Olympic revenues.
However, swimming is 

also a core attraction for 
the host nation’s viewers 
with Japan winning se-
ven medals, including two 
gold, at the 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Olympics.

McConnell said a swim-
ming sessions schedule 
should be finalized insi-
de two months, with the 
IOC, Tokyo organizers 
and swimming governing 
body FINA seeking a ba-
lance to ensure “each of 
the key time zones have 
some of their key sports 
live.”

Paris organizers have an 
uncertain wait to discover 
if new sports they propose 
next year for inclusion on 
the 2024 program will be 
approved.

The IOC plans to make 
interim decisions on the 
Paris preferences at an 
October 2019 meeting in 
Milan, then review again 
after seeing how other 
sports perform at the 
Tokyo Olympics. AP

Jerome Pugmire, Hockenheim

FoRMulA One cham-
pion Lewis Hamilton has 
ended months of stalling 
and deliberation by finally 

signing a new contract with Mer-
cedes.

The four-time world champion 
penned a new deal with Mercedes 
until 2020, when the current set 
of F1 regulations end. No figures 
were given in a Mercedes state-
ment yesterday, but it is reporte-
dly estimated at 40 million pou-
nds (USD52 million) per year.

“It’s good to put pen to paper, 
announce it, and then get on with 
business as usual,” Hamilton 
said. “We are on the same wave-
length both on and off track, and 
I am looking forward to winning 
more.”

Mercedes has won the past four 
drivers’ and constructors’ cham-
pionships — with Hamilton clin-
ching three of them — but this 
season is testing the Silver Arrows 
team.

Hamilton trails Ferrari driver 
Sebastian Vettel by eight points, 
and Mercedes is 20 points behind 
Ferrari in the constructors’ cham-
pionship.

The 33-year-old Hamilton has 
won 65 races — 44 with Merce-
des — and secured 124 career 
podiums. He is the F1 record hol-
der with 76 pole positions. His 
number of wins is second only to 
seven-time F1 champion Michael 
Schumacher’s tally of 91.

“I’m very confident that Merce-
des is the right place to be over 
the coming years,” Hamilton 
said. “Although we have enjoyed 
so much success together since 
2013, Mercedes is hungrier than 
ever. The competitive passion 
that burns bright inside me is 
shared by every single member of 
this group.”

Hamilton joined Mercedes 
in 2013, after six seasons with 
McLaren. The British driver won 
his first F1 title with McLaren, in 
2008, at the age of 23.

Mercedes head of motorsport 
Toto Wolff spoke of his relief 
at getting Hamilton to commit, 
amid speculation this season Ha-
milton might even quit driving in 
order to further his ambitions in 
fashion and music.

“There has understandably been 

a lot of interest and speculation 
around the whole process, so it’s 
good to put all of that to rest and 
get this thing announced,” Wolff 
said. “We signed the final docu-
ments this week and didn’t want 
to keep people waiting any lon-
ger.”

Wolff hailed Hamilton as one 
of F1’s all-time greats, and prai-
sed his professionalism and work 
ethic above all.

“What I enjoy most about 

working with him is getting to 
know the man inside the racing 
helmet,” Wolff said. “His re-
lentless drive for self-improve-
ment, his emotional intelligence 
as a team member and his loyalty 
to those around him.”

Hamilton is vying with Vettel to 
become only the third F1 driver to 
win five titles. The other is Juan 
Manuel Fangio.

Hamilton’s new contract goes to 
the end of the Concorde Agree-

ment, with a new set of rules and 
regulations for F1 set for 2021 
onward.

The biggest changes in 2021 will 
center on engines, budget caps, 
and wealth distribution, in or-
der to create a more level playing 
field.

They have yet to be approved, 
so Hamilton’s deal protectively 
gives him the option of deciding 
whether he wants to keep racing 
in 2021. AP

Lewis Hamilton and Anna Wintour sit in the player’s box of Serena Williams at Wimbledon
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Video emerges of macron bodyguard 
beating protester in paris

A video showing one of French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s security chiefs beating a 
student demonstrator in May, until now cloaked 
in secrecy, is drawing a fierce public backlash over 
what is seen as mild punishment — a two-week 
suspension and a change in responsibilities.

The growing uproar forced Macron’s spokesman 
to address the issue yesterday, more than two and 
a half months after the event. Condemning the 
“unacceptable behavior,” Bruno Roger-Petit said 

that Alexandre Benalla was also removed from 
his responsibilities of organizing security for pre-
sidential trips — though he maintains his office at 
the Elysee Palace.

The video of the May 1 event in Paris, revealed 
by the newspaper Le Monde, shows Benalla in a 
helmet with police markings, and surrounded by 
riot police, brutally dragging off a woman from 
a demonstration and then repeatedly beating a 
young man on the ground.

80-100
Moderate

50-70
Moderate

opinion

IPIM rebranded

The lack of transparency and high use of discretion 
with the residency application and renewal process 
through Macau Trade and Investment Promotion Ins-
titute (IPIM) have been ongoing and problematic for a 
good decade. The 2nd of July report released by the 
Commission Against Corruption on a study commen-
ced at the end of 2015 finds negligence on the part of 
the institute in the assessment of applications for resi-
dence. For expatriates and those close to the process, 
the report comes as a surprise only in that it has taken 
so long to be formally recognised. 

Acceptance of residency applications is only one side 
of the story. Should the report be damning in its detail 
of serious oversight deficiencies, “legality of the vet-
ting and approval procedures, criteria and decisions”, 
this applies to all decisions made by the institute, not 
just acceptance, but rejection, too. If there were false 
positives caused by lax checking mechanisms, there 
were most certainly false negatives. Other things being 
equal, if applicants without university degrees can be 
erroneously accepted, then that could explain docto-
rate and master’s degree applicants being rejected. 

Much of the problem appears to lie in the fact that 
the Administrative Regulation only provides for general 
provisions; IPIM sets its own rules. As an example of 
one such unsettling discretionary change for potential 
investors was the sudden increase in the minimum 
investment reference point from MOP1.5 million to 
MOP13 million on 17th November 2015.

Also in 2015, it was the focus on “change in legal 
status” that had renewal applicants concerned, as an 
Australian family appealed through the courts to have 
the cancellation of their temporary residency overtur-
ned. IPIM justified its actions by referring to the rules, 
not why the rules existed or indeed to clarify what cons-
titutes legal status, or to what extent life circumstances 
could change without impacting upon an applicant’s 
residency status. Life circumstances are necessarily 
dynamic for the upwardly mobile. IPIM should not ex-
pect an individual to maintain a holding pattern for 7 
years to appease a bureaucratic checklist. 

The system in its opacity and arbitrary processes 
sets up worthy applicants to stand vulnerable and beg-
ging before administrative discretion, and encourages 
the shady to set out on a fishing trip. The low average 
of 40% for professional approvals between 2012 to 
2016 tells this story. 

IPIM’s president Jackson Chang attempted to assua-
ge the Legislative Assembly, saying where it is proven 
that residency was obtained illegally, authorization will 
be revoked: Such cases merely prove IPIM’s failure! 

The upshot of the message from the report conveyed 
by the media that many people applying for residency 
are dishonest and that IPIM is found wanting will force 
IPIM to hunker down. Not only will they do so by a fine-
tooth comb review of their internal processes but by 
assessing each application with mistrust. There is an 
increased risk of institutional power-play and malevo-
lence. CCAC, however, warns against this in its report: 
“doubting the effectiveness of the ‘technical immigra-
tion’ system or denying its significance simply because 
there are problems in the vetting and approval process 
is just a case of “not eating for fear of choking” or “trim-
ming the toes to fit the shoes”.  

The best part of the report is “the IPIM should also 
carry out necessary publicity for the general public of 
Macao so that the citizens will understand the stipu-
lations, the application procedures, the processing 
criteria, the implementation of the policy and THE BE-
NEFITS IT BRINGS TO THE SOCIETY.” 

Immigrants and investors choose their destination for 
a plethora of reasons beyond the economic, and the-
se include whether Macau has procedural justice and 
treats people with openness and respect. From CCAC 
to IPIM, the message is clear; that it stops playing the 
role of the arbitrary and secretive gatekeeper and star-
ts encouraging and actively facilitating entry of skilled 
professionals to meet Macau’s developing needs.

Bizcuits
Leanda Lee

syRia All the residents 
of two Syrian pro-
government villages 
in the country’s 
northwest — over 7,000 
people — who were 
besieged by the rebels 
for three years were 
evacuated yesterday 
to government-held 
territory, Syria’s state-run 
media reported.

isRael’s parliament 
approved a controversial 
piece of legislation 
yesterday that defines 
the country as the nation-
state of the Jewish 
people but which critics 
warn sidelines minorities. 
More on p15

tuRkey Authorities 
formally arrested a 
controversial Islamic 
televangelist and cult 
leader on charges that 
include forming a criminal 
gang, blackmail and 
sexual abuse of minors.

nigeRia A police official 
says authorities have 
arrested 22 Boko haram 
extremist leaders and 
fighters responsible for 
the mass kidnapping of 
schoolgirls in Chibok 
and more than 50 suicide 
bombings.

sPain A Supreme Court 
judge yesterday dropped 
extradition requests for 
six politicians wanted 
on rebellion charges for 
their roles in promoting 
the Catalonia region’s 
independence, including 
former regional president 
Carles Puigdemont 
(pictured).

bRitain A coroner 
yesterday opened an 
inquest into the death of 
a British woman who was 
exposed to Novichok, as 
British media reported 
that police may have 
identified suspects in an 
earlier attack on a former 
Russian spy using the 
same deadly nerve agent.

MexiCo A 5.7 magnitude 
earthquake has rattled 
southern and central 
Mexico, but there are 
no immediate reports of 
damage or injuries.

FACEbook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg is clarifying 

his stance pertaining to Ho-
locaust deniers after getting 
some blowback on social 
media.

Speaking with Recode’s 
Kara Swisher, Zuckerberg, 
who is Jewish, said in an 
interview published yester-
day [Macau time] that pos-
ts denying the Holocaust 
took place would not be 
removed automatically. Zu-
ckerberg said he thinks that 
there are things “that diffe-
rent people get wrong,” and 
that he doesn’t think they 
are “intentionally” getting 
it wrong.

At this point, Swisher cut 
in and said that in the case 
of Holocaust deniers, it may 

be intentionally wrong.
Zuckerberg responded by 

saying that “It’s hard to im-
pugn intent and to unders-
tand the intent.”

The portion of the inter-
view was about hate speech 
and its potential impact in 
regions of strife led to an 
outcry online, and Zucker-
berg followed with an email 

to Swisher attempting to 
expand on what he had 
said.

“I personally find Holo-
caust denial deeply offen-
sive, and I absolutely didn’t 
intend to defend the intent 
of people who deny that,” 
Zuckerberg wrote in an 
email, which was published 
by Recode.

The goal of Facebook is 
not to prevent someone 
from saying something un-
true, he said, but to stop 
fake news from spreading 
across the social network.

If something is deemed 
to be fake, he said, it might 
remain on the site, but it 
would be pushed down in 
the news feed so fewer peo-
ple would see it. AP

hoLoCAuST DENIERS

Zuckerberg clarifies 
statements on 
treatment of fake news
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La Madeleine pass. The pack speeds down La Madeleine pass during the twelfth stage of the Tour de France 
cycling race over 175.5 kilometers with start in Bourg-Saint-Maurice Les Arcs and Alpe d’Huez.

AP Photo/Peter Dejong  dEcisiVE MOMENT
the

 The goal of 
Facebook is 
not to prevent 
someone 
from saying 
something 
untrue 


