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investor-friendly 
environment

startup incubator pledges 
to widen network 

The U.S. Department of 
State’s latest report continues 
to view Macau as an investor 
friendly environment

Parafuturo de Macau has 
been managing the Macau 
Young Entrepreneur Incubation 
Center since October P3

int’l 
fireworks 
contest 
returns 

Vietnam Flooding 
triggered by a tropical 
storm has killed at least 
20 people and left over a 
dozen missing in northern 
Vietnam, local media 
reports said. More on p13

indonesia Activists 
yesterday criticized a six-
month prison sentence 
given to a 15-year-old 
Indonesian girl who had 
an abortion after being 
repeatedly raped by her 
brother.

PhiliPPines A 
leadership row erupted in 
the Philippine House of 
Representatives on live 
TV yesterday, delaying 
President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
delivery of his annual state 
of the nation address and 
passage of crucial Muslim 
autonomy legislation aimed 
at ending one of Asia’s 
longest Muslim rebellions. 
More on p12
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Lawyers slam cameras 
monitoring jail cells 
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Record high in Japan as heat wave 
grips a wide swath of the country  P13
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52 chefs to compete 
in Chinese culinary 
contest
An awards ceremony to recognize the Lee 
Kim Kee International Young Chef Chinese 
Culinary Challenge 2018 under-40 winner 
will be held in Hong Kong in late September. 
Fifty-two chefs from participating countries 
and regions are expected to compete, 
including representatives from China, 
Hong Kong, Macau, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, 
Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Czech Republic, France, the Netherlands, 
the United States, Canada, Columbia 
and Australia. According to organizers, 
the competition acts as an international 
platform for chefs to exchange ideas and 
learn from one another. According to Linda 
Ho, chairwoman of the competition’s 
organizing committee, it also helps to raise 
the global standard of Chinese cuisine.

CEM, UM jointly 
offer higher diploma 
in Electrical 
Engineering 
A graduation ceremony for participants 
of the one-year Higher Diploma in the 
Electrical Engineering Programme, jointly 
offered by Companhia de Electricidade 
de Macau (CEM) and the University of 
Macau (UM), was held recently. Officiating 
guests at the ceremony included Rui 
Martins, vice rector (research) of UM 
and Benjamin Yue, principal advisor of 
the Executive Committee of CEM. At the 
ceremony, diplomas were awarded to 22 
graduates. Professor Martins expressed 
his appreciation to CEM, the Centre for 
Continuing Education and all the course 
instructors for their support and hard work, 
saying that UM will continue to support 
local engineers in their professional 
development and continuous learning. 
Benjamin Yue said that CEM hopes to 
encourage more young adults from Macau 
to pursue a career in electrical engineering 
by providing professional training in 
collaboration with the UM. 

TDM holds Best of 
the Pop awards
The 16th TDM Best of the Pop awards 
concert was held at the Macau Cultural 
Center on the weekend, showcasing 
developments in the local music sector 
and allowing musicians to perform their 
work on stage. There were 70 songs 
entered into this year’s TDM Best of the 
Pop competition. The various winners of 
the awards concert are eligible to join the 
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting Union TV Song 
Festival and the Asia-Pacific Broadcasting 
Union Radio Song Festival on behalf of 
Macau. The awards concert was broadcast 
live on TDM multimedia platforms, 
including TV, radio, website and social 
media. It was also broadcast in other 
countries and regions, including mainland 
China, Taiwan, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Australia and New Zealand.

SPORTS 

Guangzhou Long-Lions claims 
the Summer Super 8 title 

CRIME

Local resident loses HKD17 million 
following investment in VIP room 
Renato Marques

A local resident has 
reported a loss of 

about HKD17 million 
in an investment sche-
me involving a VIP 
gambling room of a 
local casino, the Ju-
diciary Police (PJ) 
spokesperson said yes-
terday during a press 
conference.

The woman, about 40 
years old, was appa-
rently lured into the 
business by a friend, a 
local man, 49, who was 
part of the room’s ope-
rations.

The case goes back to 
April 2015, when the 
suspect told the woman 
that she could invest 
with a high interest re-
turn (1.5 percent per 
month) in the VIP room 
that he was operating. 

The victim accepted 
the deal and invested a 
total of HKD20 million 
in the scheme.

According to her tes-
timony, the scheme ran 
as expected for about 
one year but after that 
she stopped receiving 
interest and chased the 
friend for the retur-
ns, who then claimed 
to have had problems 
with the room’s opera-
tions. He said he could 
not return the money 
as he had used it for the 
operations of the room.

In total, the victim 
was said to have only 
been able to retrieve 
around HKD3 million, 
reporting a loss of 
around HKD17 million. 
Claiming breach of 
trust, the woman then 
presented a complaint 
to the PJ.

On July 19, the PJ fi-
nally managed to loca-
te the suspect with the 
help of the immigration 
authorities, when he 
was preparing to enter 
Macau at the airport 
checkpoint.

The man confessed to 
the crime, saying that 
the money was in fact 
used for the operation 
of the room and that he 
had no means to return 
it to the owner.

He was presented to 
the Public Prosecutions 
Office (MP) for breach 
of trust.

In a separate case in-
volving the same type 
of crime, a manager 
from a seafood restau-
rant located in central 
Macau has also been 
accused of breach of 
trust by making use of 
his privileged position 

to establish a scheme 
in which he would re-
place the cash collec-
ted by employees from 
patrons in the cashier, 
with coupons from the 
company, usually offe-
red to high-roller gam-
blers.

The case dates back 
to May 11, when the 
restaurant administra-
tion filed a complaint 
against the manager. 
According to the re-
port, the manager, 
under close scrutiny 
by the administration, 
was seen collecting the 
cash from the settled 
bills of some clients 
from the cashier, repla-
cing it with coupons, 
on May 7. According to 
an internal investiga-
tion by the company, 
he had also instructed 
the other employees 

from the restaurant 
that every time any 
patrons settled bills in 
cash, they should keep 
the cash and hand it to 
him, and then he would 
replace it with the cou-
pons.

In total, the company 
claims to have lost at 
least MOP46,646. After 
the acknowledgement 
of the case, the mana-
ger was fired and fled to 
an unknown location.

On July 20, the suspect 
(47) and an employee 
of the restaurant since 
2013, were caught whi-
le trying to enter Macau 
by the border gate che-
ckpoint and were deli-
vered to the PJ.

The suspect refused to 
cooperate with the poli-
ce and was delivered to 
the MP under the char-
ge of breach of trust.

Asia League’s Summer 
Super 8 tournament 

was concluded Sunday 
at the Macao East Asian 
Games Dome. Guang-
zhou Long-Lions defeated 
Seoul Samsung Thunders 
78-72 in the final to claim 
the Championship, while 
ETLand Elephants won 67-
62 over NLEX Road War-
riors, taking third place.

The two finalists had al-
ready met in the group 
stages with the South Ko-
rean team coming out on 
top at 78-73. Guangzhou 
dominated early on to take 
a 13-point lead at 23-10 at 
the end of first quarter. In 
the next two quarters, sco-
ring was neck-and-neck, 
making it hard for the Sam-
sung Thunders to close the 
gap. Guangzhou led by 12 
points at 59-47 at the end of 
the third quarter. The Sam-
sung Thunders then star-
ted to make 3-pointers rain 

and scored a 11-0 run in the 
fourth quarter. They conti-
nued with this momentum 
to close in to as little as 3 
points behind at 66-69. 
Under the leadership of Ju 
Mingxin, the Guangzhou 
Long-Lions held strong 
against their opponent’s last 
stand to claim the Summer 
Super 8 crown with a final 
score of 78-72. Ju Mingxin, 
who scored 25 points in this 
game, was awarded Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) of 
the Championship game. 

Asia League is Asia’s elite 
FIBA-recognized offsea-
son competition platform 
for club basketball. It aims 
to raise the standard of 
basketball in Asia through 
the creation of high-level 
basketball tournaments in-
volving teams from Asia’s 
top leagues. 

Summer Super 8 is a new 
platform for coaches and 
teams to develop youth ta-

lent and strengthen their 
rosters. The tournament’s 
primary aim is to establish 
a regional forum for profes-
sionals and players in Asia 
Pacific basketball to come 
together and showcase their 
skills. 

The 2018 competition 
played host to eight of 
Asia’s top teams — two 
from China, two from Sou-
th Korea, two from the Phi-
lippines, one from Japan, 
and one from Taiwan at the 
East Asian Games Dome 
between July 17 and 22.

Top basketball will return 
to Macau in September with 
“The Terrific 12” tourna-
ment, to be held from Sep-
tember 18 to 23 at the Stu-
dio City Event Center. Asia 
League stated in a press re-
lease that “the event will see 
twelve elite club teams from 
across Asia’s top basketball 
leagues go head to head on 
the court.” The final match of the tournament 
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Lawyers express concerns over 
invasion of inmates’ privacy rights  

US gov’t finds Macau investor-friendly environment
In its latest report on 

global investment cli-
mates, the U.S. Depart-
ment of State continues to 
view the Macau SAR as an 
investor-friendly environ-
ment.

Praising government-
led efforts to maintain a 
transparent, free-market 
economy, the report said 
that local laws generally 
do not impede invest-
ment.

“There are no restric-
tions placed on foreign 

investment in Macau as 
there are no special rules 
governing foreign invest-
ment. Both overseas and 
domestic firms register 
under the same set and 
are subject to the same 
regulations on business,” 
the report noted.

It also said that “Macau 
does not follow a forced 
localization policy in whi-
ch foreign investors must 
use domestic content in 
goods or technology.”

Intellectual property ri-

ghts are well respected, 
and local laws are com-
patible with World Trade 
Organization standards.

The Department of State 
noted that foreign firms 
and individuals are free 
to establish “companies, 
branches, and representa-
tive offices without discri-
mination or undue regu-
lation in Macau” and that 
there are no requirements 
for company directors to 
be local residents, except 
in the fields of education, 

newspapers and magazi-
nes, and legal services.

Moreover, foreign judg-
ments in civil and com-
mercial matters may be 
enforced in Macau by 
the local courts, the De-
partment of State wrote, 
adding that such enforce-
ment is outlined in Arti-
cles 1199 and 1200 of the 
Civil Procedure Code.

However, the report also 
raised several issues with 
the investment climate.

Most notably, it says that 

that Macau has no agency 
for reviewing transactions 
for competition-related 
concerns, nor does it pos-
sess a competition law. 

Although the local go-
vernment “states that 
existing provisions are 
adequate and appropriate 
given the scale and scope 
of local economy,” such a 
lack of provisions is not 
conducive to preventing 
the formation of monopo-
lies.

Another potential pro-

blem concerned unem-
ployment in Macau, whi-
ch has remained almost 
non-existent for the past 
decade. This has resulted 
in a shortage of available 
manpower and acts as a 
“top constraint” for the 
expansion of foreign bu-
sinesses.

The U.S. government 
entity says that, over the 
last decade, American in-
vestment in Macau has 
amounted to an estimated 
USD23.8 billion.

Lynzy Valles

THE Correctional Ser-
vices Bureau (DSC) 
has announced its plan 
to install surveillance 

cameras in special jail rooms 
at Coloane Prison – an initiati-
ve which Macau-based lawyers 
believe raises serious privacy 
concerns.

The bureau, which has alrea-
dy made a case for surveillance 
cameras, said in a statement 
that some inmates are in need 
of strengthened supervision, 
particularly those who are inco-
ming inmates, at risk of suicide, 
and those who are a risk to pri-
son staff and other inmates.

The Office for Personal Data 
Protection (GDPD) had accep-
ted the proposal to install spe-
cial rooms, including an obser-
vation room, medical room or 
disciplinary room.

However, some lawyers disa-
gree with the plan. Speaking to 
the Times, Jorge Menezes ar-
gued that the options open to 
inmates are already limited, as 
they already do not have free-
dom of movement or access to 
information.

Thus, the installation of sur-
veillance cameras goes beyond 
what is acceptable within the 
constitutional right to privacy 
and also affects inmates’ dig-
nity.

“The notion of ‘special rooms,’ 
‘newcomer observation room’ 
or ‘those at risk of committing 
suicide’ are clearly under-defi-
ned. Who has access to the ca-
meras? How, and for how long 
are the videos kept? How are 
inmates and cells chosen?” the 
lawyer questioned.

“All these are relevant ques-
tions that would need to be 
addressed. Who will [watch] 
the guard when they place and 
check these cameras? I find 
this plan rather disturbing in 
principle,” he added.

Menezes argued that sur-
veillance should be taken as 
a last resort and not the first 
measure to jump to when 
seeking to protect some inte-
rests. 

“It is in many cases like at-
tempting to kill a mosquito 

with a grenade,” the lawyer 
said.

“And I would not tend to 
fully trust those in power to 
have the culture of modera-
tion and tolerance necessary 
in dealing with these encroa-
chments to prisoners’ private 
lives.”

According to Menezes, from 
the government’s rhetoric, it 
is difficult not to consider that 
of all the concerns expressed, 
“the system will be primarily 
used against the inmates in-
terests, rather than to protect 
their other interests.”

Echoing the same sentimen-
ts, Lawyer Frederico Rato 
contended that this plan could 
not be proposed arbitrarily by 
civil servants, explaining that 
it should be justified by the 
application of the law and not 
just by a simple regulation. 

He said that the measure 

should be legislated for, ins-
tead of proposed only in an 
administrative manner.

“It must be the law that takes 
care of these kinds of restric-
tions and rights of local resi-
dents especially […] the right 
to human dignity and the ri-
ght to a private life,” he added.

“How do we treat all the data 
that was subject to the vigi-
lance? Is it destroyed within 
a week or a year? What could 
be the destination of that kind 
of data?” Rato further ques-
tioned.

Recently, the SAR has been 
introducing measures in a bid 
to strengthen its security, in-
cluding the body-mounted ca-
meras used by on-duty police 
officers and the installation of 
the fourth phase of CCTV sur-
veillance that is expected to 
be concluded in 2020.

According to another legal 

practitioner, Pedro Leal, the-
re is currently a “vigilance fe-
ver,” which comprises other 
measures, such as the ins-
tallation of hundreds of CCTV 
cameras on the streets. 

Commenting on the bureau’s 
plan, the lawyer told TDM 
that it could hardly prevent 
any suicide.

“If you are asking me if I 
agree with a camera opera-
ting 24 hours in a prison cell, 
I don’t. In fact, it violates the 
privacy of the inmates. It’s al-
ready enough for them to be 
arrested, [but now] they will 
have to be subjected to these 
privacy breaches all the time,” 
he said.

The DSC has preliminarily 
consulted GDPD, following 
which the office agreed and 
found no conflict with princi-
ples of data protection, accor-
ding to its statement.

 
The system will 
be primarily 
used against 
the inmates’ 
interests, rather 
than to protect 
their other 
interests.

JoRGE MENEzES
LAWYER
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10 fireworks contestants 
take part in int’l show

THE 29th Macao Internatio-
nal Fireworks Display Contest 

will be staged above the sea area 
overlooked by the Macau Tower 
on September 1, 8, 15 and 24, and 
October 1. Ten pyrotechnic teams 
will present fireworks displays 
synchronized to music and laser 
lights. 

A press conference held yes-
terday discussed the event to be 
organized by the Macao Gover-
nment Tourism Office (MGTO). 
The bureau director Helena de 
Senna Fernandes said that the 

event has “grown into a presti-
gious stage for top competitors to 
manifest their extraordinary ar-
tistry in pyrotechnics.”

In order of performance, the 
contest pits ten teams from the 
Philippines, Korea, Japan, Bel-
gium, France, Portugal, Germany, 
Austria, Italy and China against 
each other, among which the fi-
reworks companies from Korea, 
Belgium, France and China will 
debut in Macau. According to the 
MGTO, “all the contestants boast 
rich experience in the creation 

of mega multimedia fireworks 
shows. Some of their portfolios 
also include fireworks displays tai-
lored for major national celebra-
tions in different countries and a 
range of accolades garnered from 
international fireworks contests 
across the world.”

Concurrently, MGTO and the 
General Union of Neighbors As-
sociation of Macau will jointly 
present the Fireworks Carnival 
next to the Macau Tower from 5 
p.m. to 11 p.m. every evening on 
which fireworks are scheduled. 

LawmakErs have ex-
pressed concern about the 

few existing spaces for the use 
of bicycles and bicycle paths 
in Macau. During a Legislati-
ve Assembly plenary meeting 
last week, several lawmakers 
called on the government to 
extend and connect the exis-
ting paths to allow for an ac-
tual circulation of cyclists.

A representative of the Ci-
vic and Municipal Affairs Bu-
reau (IACM) replied to the 
questions raised, noting, “We 
already extended the Tai-
pa coastal area bicycle path 
to 3,200 meters and we are 
trying now to extend the one 
at Flor de Lotus area to ano-
ther 600 meters, a total of 

1,700 meters.” he said. 
The same official said that 

the work for the extension of 
such a path has already been 
awarded and would begin in 
August or September.

On the topic, the lawmaker 
Sulu Sou questioned the go-
vernment regarding possible 
solutions to allow for a con-
nection between the penin-
sula and the Taipa Island on 
foot and by bicycle, recalling a 
policy established for 10 years 
without any progress.

Such questions came without 
reply, with the DSAT director 
saying only, “It is not practical 
to allow transportation of bi-
cycles in buses due to the high 
flow of passengers.”  RM

TRAnSPORTATIOn 

DSAT head says bicycles 
in buses ‘not practical’
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Startup incubator pledges to widen 
network for young entrepreneurs

TOURISM 

Visitor arrivals reached 2.6m in June
Visitor arrivals tota-

led 2.6 million in June 
2018, up by 9.4 percent 
year-on-year, according 
to the latest data from the 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC). Overnight vi-
sitors totaled 1.44 million 
during the month, while 
same-day visitors num-
bered about 1.15 million, 
an increase of 7.2 percent 
and 12.4 percent respecti-
vely year-on-year.

Meanwhile, the average 
length of stay of visitors 
held steady year-on-year 

at 1.3 days, with that of 
overnight visitors rising 
by 0.1 days to 2.2, while 
that of same-day visitors 
remained at 0.2 days.

Analyzed by place of ori-
gin, the number of visitors 
from mainland China in-
creased 13.5 percent year- 
on-year to 1.75 million 
in June, coming mainly 
from Guangdong Provin-
ce (698,000), Hunan Pro-
vince (84,000) and Fujian 
Province (67,000). 

Visitors from Hong Kong 
(501,000) and Taiwan 

(92,000) increased by 2 
percent and 7.8 percent 
respectively year-on-year. 
At the same time, the 
number of visitors from 
South Korea dropped 13.4 
percent. Those traveling 
from the United States 
and United Kingdom re-
gistered modest year-on- 
year growth, while those 
from Australia and Cana-
da decreased slightly.

Analyzed by mode of 
transport, arrivals via 
land grew 12.1 percent 
year-on-year, with those 

arriving though the Bor-
der Gate also up 12.1 per-
cent. Visitor arrivals by 
sea increased by 1.4 per-
cent compared with June 
in the previous year, while 
arrivals by air were up by 
24.7 percent.

June concludes the first 
half-year of 2018, during 
which time visitor arrivals 
reached 16.8 million, up 8 
percent year-on-year, ac-
cording to DSEC. Overni-
ght visitors (8.76 million) 
and same-day visitors 
(8.04 million) increased 
by 8.3 percent and 7.8 
percent respectively, whi-
le the average length of 
stay of visitors held steady 
at 1.2 days.

Lynzy Valles

Parafuturo de 
Macau Investment and 
Development Limited 
has pledged to put more 

effort into training and develop-
ment this year for the sake of its 
growing number of members. 

The public company, which 
has been managing the Macau 
Young Entrepreneur Incubation 
Center since October, signed a 
Memorandum of Cooperation 
with Alibaba Cloud for setting up 
the “Alibaba Cloud Youth Entre-
preneurship Training College” in 
May.

This move aims to attract more 
resources from around the world 
and provide more professional 
training courses for local entre-
preneurs in May.

Speaking to the Times, Wil-
son Lam, director of the Macau 
Young Entrepreneur Incubation 
Center, said that the center is ex-
panding its local and internatio-
nal development opportunities 
for its members, mainly in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau 
Greater Bay Area and the Portu-
guese-speaking countries.

Just last month, at the “Chi-
na and Portuguese-Speaking 
Countries Enterprise Economic 
and Trade Cooperation Fair-Lis-
bon-2018”, the center signed a 
cooperation agreement with the 
Portuguese incubator, Beta-i in 
Lisbon, agreeing to set up a “Be-
ta-i Macao Interactive Zone” in 
Lisbon. 

“This is actually the first “Ma-
cau Interactive Zone” located 
overseas. From then on, Beta-i 
and our members can apply for 
the use of each other’s work spa-
ce and enjoy each other’s entre-
preneurial services,” said Lam.

“This intends to provide a pla-
tform for young entrepreneurs 
from Macau and mainland Chi-

na to go to Portugal for innova-
tion and entrepreneurship, as 
well as attracting Portuguese 
startups to come over here,” the 
executive added.

The Macau Young Entre-
preneur Incubation Center is 
working on partnering with Bra-
zil’s incubator, Fábrica de Star-
tups Rio, to extend the “Macau 
Interactive Zone” to Brazil and 
search for opportunities for lo-
cal high-quality entrepreneurial 
projects to enter Macau and Chi-
na.

A similar model to the “Macao 
Interactive Zone” has already 
been set up at the 760 Creative 
Industry Park in Zhongshan.

Since its takeover, Parafuturo 
de Macau has received 109 new 
applications as of May 31, and 
70 of them have been already 
approved.

“When we took over the who-
le project, it grew very quickly. 
This always happens and it will 
[settle] down a little bit, but it’s 
healthy. It’s slowly growing in 
the right direction,” said the exe-

cutive. 
“We don’t limit any startups. 

Basically, we’re helping young 
people to grow their business. 
As long as they have a business 
plan, we always welcome them,” 
Lam added.

Lam explained that the appli-
cation and approval rates are 
gradually increasing. The appro-
ved entrepreneurs are mostly 
from technology, cultural, exhi-
bition and tourism, trading and 
medical industries.

The center, which has offered 
169 membership cards, features 
56 co-working spaces and four 
individual rooms for accelera-
tors, which provide 36 working 
spaces. 

Startups are required to pay 
MOP8,000 for an open area, 
and enter an evaluation period 
after six months.

“If the business is doing well 
[…] we are entitled to be part of 
their shareholders, with appro-
ximately five percent [share],” 
said Lam.

“We actually provide the space 

for them to start. However, more 
importantly, it’s the connection, 
because this is all it is.”

Meanwhile, the executive noted 
that the local business market it-
self is restricted and traditional, 
contending that related laws and 
systems are not up to date, whi-
ch leads to the problem that the 
new local startup business have 
to stick with the relatively tradi-
tional business area.

“They should pay attention to 
their business models and see 
if they are too localized […] and 
focus more on thinking how to 
adjust and bring their business 
“Macau Projects” out to the 
Greater Bay Area or other Portu-
guese-speaking countries which 
own a much larger and diverse 
market,” Lam suggested.

He then added that the Cen-
tral Government’s scheme – the 
Greater Bay Area – will open 
new opportunities for young en-
trepreneurs, noting that its part-
nership in the city’s neighboring 
regions, particularly for incuba-
tion centers, would increase. 

“We suggest that Macau star-
tups can explore and learn from 
the projects from mainland Chi-
na and study and understand 
the entrepreneurial trends and 
the adaptability of the market 
for certain innovative ideas,” the 
director proposed.

Meanwhile, Lam disclosed that 
the first “Parafuturo de Macau 
Innovation and Entrepreneur-
ship Competition” has introdu-
ced six projects to participate 
across three international com-
petitions.

Two of them are “Next Genera-
tion Protein Analytical Products 
and Services for Clinical and Re-
search Markets” and “An Am-
bient Cell-Transportation Sys-
tem (ACTS)” which have entered 
the “Fosun Protechting - Startup 
Accelerator Program.” 

The participants went to their 
one-week boot camp in Lisbon, 
Portugal during mid-June. 

After the pitch on the last day, 
the team became the only two 
representatives of the Chinese 
region to enter the final compe-
tition in November.

As for the Alibaba Cloud com-
petition, the final instalment will 
be held in November.

Wilson Lam, director of the Macau Young Entrepreneur Incubation Center 

 
We’re helping 
young people 
to grow their 
business; as 
long as they 
have a business 
plan, we always 
welcome them.

WILSoN LAM
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Ryanair profits 
slide as company 
battles labor strife 

Labor strife is starting to weigh on 
Ryanair Holdings Plc. The discount 
airline posted a 20 percent drop in 
first-quarter profit, and warned that 
sporadic walkouts by trade unions, along 
with regional traffic-control strikes, are 
starting to make customers hesitant 
to book flights. That’s fed into a drop 
in prices, just as fuel costs rise and the 
Irish carrier shells out for 20 percent pay 
increases already granted to pilots. Fares 
fell 4 percent during the period ended 
June 30, and the pricing environment 
remains weak, Ryanair said. The 
company kept its profit full-year outlook, 
but said it was “heavily dependent” on 
fares this quarter, crew strikes, traffic-
controller strikes and other wild cards 
such as Brexit.

HK property bears 
rear their heads 
(yet again)
Hong Kong’s property market has a 
habit of humbling the bears, shattering 
predictions that the laws of gravity 
must eventually prevail. But now, a 
crosscurrent of headwinds - from a 
slowing Chinese economy to upcoming 
interest-rate hikes and a reinvigorated 
regulatory push to tame home prices - 
have emboldened some longstanding 
skeptics to renew calls that a correction 
could be imminent. Citigroup Inc. last 
week called time on the party, predicting 
a 7 percent second-half slide, and Bocom 
International Holdings Co.’s Hao Hong 
sees the possibility of a decline of more 
than twice that. “Property stocks are 
telling you that the correction is coming,” 
Hong said, citing equity declines as a 
leading indicator, as the Hang Sang 
Property Index is down 14 percent from 
a Jan. 26 peak. “I won’t be surprised to 
see prices coming down 15 percent in the 
coming months.”

Facebook’s London 
office with space 
for 6,000 workers 
Facebook Inc. will double the amount of 
space it occupies in London as technology 
firms continue to expand in the U.K. The 
new office buildings in the city’s King’s 
Cross district will have room for more 
than 6,000 people, compared with a 
target of 2,300 workers by the end of this 
year. Facebook’s statement on Monday 
did not say how many jobs will be 
created as part of part of the expansion. 
Workplace, Facebook’s enterprise 
collaboration tool, is wholly built and 
run out of London, and the U.K. capital 
is also home to the engineering team 
responsible for the security of the social 
network’s community. Its London teams 
also work on virtual reality products.

Mike Manley 

Fiat Chrysler Europe chief 
to quit after being passed over

Tommaso Ebhardt

Fiat Chrysler Automo-
biles NV’s European 
chief has resigned after 
being passed over to re-

place ailing Sergio Marchionne 
as chief executive officer of the 
group.

The departure of Alfredo Alta-
villa, chief operating officer for 
the region, was confirmed yes-
terday by the company in a sta-
tement. His exit deprives new 
Fiat Chrysler CEO Mike Manley 
of crucial management expe-
rience as he tries to steady the 
ship following the sudden loss 
of Marchionne, who was forced 
to relinquish his post of 14 years 
due to declining health.

Altavilla, 54, was a close aide 
to Marchionne, having overseen 
Fiat Chrysler operations across 
the globe. He was considered 
one of the three leading candi-
dates for the top job, along with 
Manley and Chief Financial Of-
ficer Richard Palmer. Manley 
was selected Saturday as the 
new CEO, only days ahead of 
the company’s July 25 results 
presentation.

Altavilla’s resignation raises 
the stakes for when Manley ad-
dresses investors for the first 
time tomorrow as CEO. He was 
already facing pressure to show 
he was capable of moving the 
Italian-American automaker 
forward without Marchionne. 
He now has the challenge of 
proving he can unify veteran 
managers around him and pre-
vent further turmoil in the exe-
cutive ranks.

Altavilla’s resignation was re-
ported earlier by La Repubblica 
and by Bloomberg News. He’ll 
stay on until the end of August, 
the company said. Manley will 
be interim Europe chief, after 
taking direct oversight of the 
North American operations 
from Marchionne over the 
weekend. CFO Palmer takes on 
added responsibility for busi-
ness development.

Manley is set to meet with Fiat 

Chrysler’s top managers in Tu-
rin, Italy, today [Macau time] 
for a group executive council 
meeting, the people said. The 
gathering marks the beginning 
of his tenure following Mar-
chionne, who is credited with 
saving both Fiat and Chrysler 
during his 14-year tenure and 
increasing shareholder value 
10-fold.

Fiat Chrysler began trading 
yesterday for the first time sin-
ce it became clear Marchionne 
would be unable to return to 
work following shoulder sur-
gery the automaker announced 
on July 5. Italian news agency 
Ansa said his condition is “ir-
reversible,’ and he is in inten-
sive care in a Zurich hospital 
following complications from 
shoulder surgery.

Manley faces “a difficult bap-
tism” on tomorrow’s earnings 
call, Bernstein & Co. analyst 
Max Warburton said in a re-
search note. CNH, the maker of 
Iveco trucks and Case and New 
Holland farm equipment, repla-
ced Marchionne as chairman 
with Suzanne Heywood, mana-
ging director of Exor. It repor-
ts results on Thursday, while 
Ferrari, which appointed Philip 
Morris International Inc. vete-
ran Louis Camilleri as its CEO, 
makes its quarterly presenta-
tion on Aug. 1.

Ferrari may be down more 
by year-end than Fiat Chrysler, 
Warburton said. Camilleri “has 
an easy job operationally. But 
he inherits an absurd valua-
tion, a product plan that’s far 
from settled internally and 2021 
financial targets that Sergio 
scribbled on a napkin and that 
may be difficult to deliver,” the 
analyst said.

Manley has been head of Fiat 
Chrysler Automobiles NV’s 
Jeep brand since 2009, the lin-
chpin in the company’s plan to 
double profit in the next five 
years. Already, the Jeep and 
Ram vehicles he oversaw were 
responsible for 67 percent of to-
tal U.S. volume in 2017, accor-

ding to Bloomberg Intelligence.
Marchionne, 66, had been set 

to retire in April 2019. His une-
xpected illness accelerated the 
timeline for a decision on suc-
cession that was already seen as 
a crossroads for the company. 
Who would run the Italian- 
American automaker was just 
the first of a number of pivotal 
choices - like whether to remain 
independent - facing Chairman 
John Elkann, an Agnelli family 
heir.

Manley’s do-list ranges from 
electrifying the lineup to boos-
ting luxury brands Alfa Romeo 
and Maserati, to raising the pro-
file of Jeep in China. He also fa-
ces the test of meeting rigorous 
fuel-economy standards in Eu-
rope and China, along with ma-
naging through political uncer-
tainty in Italy, and trade fears 
in the Nafta zone and between 
the U.S. and European Union 
-- both important areas for Fiat 
Chrysler.

“People are going to wonder 
- the products are there, the 
decisions have been made, but 
who’s going to be driving the 
strategic options?” said Brian 
Johnson, an analyst at Barclays 
Plc. If there are deals to be made 
for Magneti Marelli, the parts 
unit set to be spun off to sha-
reholders, for example, “Who’s 
on point for that?”

Altavilla, 54, was a Fiat veteran 

who was head of business deve-
lopment and chief operating 
officer for Europe, the Middle 
East, and Africa, operations he 
returned to profit after years of 
losses. The Taranto, Italy, born- 
executive was deeply involved 
with Marchionne in the acqui-
sition of Chrysler, attending all 
the meetings and holding talks 
with the U.S. government. His 
father owned a Fiat dealership.

Altavilla is also a director at Te-
lecom Italia SpA, Italy’s biggest 
phone company. He was part 
of the slate proposed by Elliott 
Management Corp. that defea-
ted Vivendi SA to take control of 
the carrier’s board in May.

Manley, a Briton, is known 
for having a good rapport with 
dealers, which makes sense be-
cause he used to be one. He star-
ted working at Swan National 
Motors in Aberdeen, Scotland, 
in 1986, and rose up through 
the U.K. system before joining 
DaimlerChrysler in 2000 to run 
its dealership network in the 
country.

He was named head of Jeep 
at the start of Fiat’s five-year 
acquisition, and led the trans-
formation of the iconic Ameri-
can brand into a cash machine. 
Analysts estimate that Jeep 
alone could be worth the entire 
market value of Fiat Chrysler.

Colleagues describe Manley as 
serious and driven, a ferociously 
hard worker who inspires loyal-
ty among his top lieutenants. 
He’s candid, true to his word, 
and a good listener, but he also 
does not suffer fools, said David 
Kelleher, a Philadelphia-area 
Jeep, Ram and Chrysler dealer 
who has worked with Manley 
during his decade-long stint on 
the company’s U.S. dealer cou-
ncil.

“When he sits in a room, if 
you’re not a guy that works 80 
hours a week, you’re going to 
have a tough time keeping up 
with him,’’ Kelleher said. “He 
doesn’t know what a weekend 
is; he’s very much a protege of 
Mr. Marchionne.” Bloomberg

 Marchionne, 
66, had been 
set to retire in 
April 2019. His 
unexpected 
illness 
accelerated 
the timeline for 
a decision on 
succession
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AnAlYSIS

Stealth yuan devaluation 
catching Trump’s attention

BAnkIng

Analysts are downgrading small banks at record pace
Analysts are 

taking note of the 
struggles in China’s 
banking industry, whi-
ch is being battered by 
an official deleveraging 
drive.

At least five smaller 
lenders have been 
downgraded by credit- 
rating companies this 
year, a record pace for 
the sector. Spikes in the 
volume of non-perfor-
ming loans and an in-
crease in loans overdue 
are among the reasons. 
One of the lenders - 
Guizhou-based Guiyang 
Rural Commercial Bank 
Co. - saw its bad debt 

balloon nearly ten-
fold in the space of two 
years, according to the 
assessor that slashed its 
rating.

China’s campaign to 
clean up its financial in-
dustry and crack down 
on a USD10 trillion sha-
dow-banking system is 
a double whammy for 
smaller lenders: it’s 
pushing up the costs for 
them to seek funding 
from each other, and 
makes their investmen-
ts in opaque asset-ma-
nagement plans less se-
cure. Recent regulatory 
moves to widen the de-
finition of non-perfor-

ming loans also added 
to the strain, forcing 
some banks to report 
more bad debt and a re-
duction in their capital- 
adequacy ratios.

“Small and medium 
banks are the weakest 
link in the delevera-
ging process, because 
of a lack of deposits and 
their dependence on 
market funding,” said 
Grace Wu, head of Chi-
na bank ratings at Fitch 
Ratings Ltd. in Hong 
Kong. “Because the len-
ders do a lot of business 
with non-bank financial 
institutions, their own 
risks can become con-

tagious and affect the 
whole system.”

Other lenders that 
have been downgraded 
include Jilin Jiaohe Ru-
ral Commercial Bank 
Co., whose 3 billion 
yuan ($443 million) of 
investments in wealth 
management products 
were troubled by a de-
fault earlier this year. 
Shandong Zouping Ru-
ral Commercial Bank 
Co. saw a rating cut 
from Golden Credit Ra-
ting International Co. 
after its non-performing 
loans ratio surged to 9.3 
percent last year from 
about 2 percent in 2016.

Guiyang Rural Com-
mercial’s asset quality 
is improving, and it will 
deal with its bad loans 
in accordance with re-
gulatory requirements, 
an official at the bank 
who asked not to be na-
med said by phone last 
week. 

Ratings companies 
have also cut their 
outlook for at least six 
smaller lenders to ne-
gative from stable since 
the start of 2017, citing 
reasons including dete-
rioration of asset qua-
lity and weaker profita-
bility, Industrial Econo-
mics Research & Con-

sulting Co. analysts led 
by Xu Hanfei wrote in a 
recent research note.

Chinese policy makers 
made their latest move 
to crack down on sha-
dow financing last Fri-
day, with the govern-
ment issuing draft ru-
les to regulate banks’ 
issuance of wealth 
management produc-
ts. Banking shares in 
Shanghai and Hong 
Kong rallied yester-
day, led by Industrial 
& Commercial Bank of 
China Ltd., Hang Seng 
Bank Ltd., and BOC 
Hong Kong (Holdings) 
Ltd. Bloomberg

Gregor Stuart Hunter 
& Enda Curran

For more than a mon-
th, China seemed to be 

enjoying the advantage of 
exchange-rate depreciation 
without the global backlash 
and panicky capital outflows 
that accompanied the bout 
of yuan weakening in 2015. 
Then Donald Trump took is-
sue.

The U.S. president’s char-
ges that China is “manipula-
ting” a currency that’s been 
“dropping like a rock” came 
at the end of a six-week sli-
de in the yuan that took it to 
its lowest level in more than 
a year against the dollar. The 
remarks, in a tweet and an 
interview with CNBC, sug-
gested to market participants 
that the U.S.-China trade war 
is now broadening to inclu-
de currencies, putting fresh 
scrutiny on Chinese manage-
ment of the yuan.

After overseeing a slide in 
the yuan of almost 5 percent 
since mid-June, the question 
for Chinese officials now is 
whether to turn to other poli-
cy measures to support grow-
th in the face of headwinds to 
exports. Wang Tao at UBS 
Group AG is among those 
predicting China will use 
other tools than the exchan-
ge rate to “cushion the blow” 
from the trade war.

“The central bank will work 
to stabilize the currency,” 
Wang, UBS’s head of China 
economic research in Hong 
Kong, said in a Bloomberg 
Television interview. “So 

what can China do? At this 
moment I think they can 
ease some of the tightening” 
in credit and fiscal policy, 
to support infrastructure in-
vestment, she said.

China set the reference 
rate for the onshore yuan at 
6.7593 yesterday, compared 
with a forecast 6.7554. It was 
trading down 0.1 percent 
at 6.7935 as of 5:15 p.m. in 
Shanghai.

Trump’s criticism aside, 
China watchers have highli-
ghted how the yuan’s depre-
ciation this time around is 
better understood by inves-
tors as a reflection of eco-
nomic fundamentals, rather 
than the 2015-style shock.

“A few years ago we didn’t 
have a story to justify the 
yuan weakening,” said Iris 

Pang, greater China econo-
mist at ING Bank in Hong 
Kong. “It was the PBOC that 
triggered the sudden yuan 
devaluation, without any no-
tice or without any hints,” 
she said of the People’s Bank 
of China in 2015.

While the yuan has had ef-
fects on markets - for exam-
ple, futures contracts on the 
S&P 500 Index, Asian equi-
ties and oil all dropped for a 
time Friday after China cut 
the yuan’s daily reference 
rate the most in more than 
two years - the impact has 
been limited.

The S&P 500, for exam-
ple, remains on track for a 
fourth consecutive month of 
gains, compared with its 6.3 
percent decline of August 
2015. While Chinese stocks 

have entered a bear market, 
with the CSI 300 Index down 
about 20 percent from its Ja-
nuary peak, that’s occurred 
alongside softening growth 
and worries over rising cor-
porate defaults.

markEt DriVEn?
As China’s officials deter-

mine whether to respond to 
Trump’s yuan manipulation 
charge, economists say the-
re are clear arguments for a 
cheaper Chinese currency, 
justifying the current weak-
ness.

“The currency should be 
depreciating from a broad 
macro perspective - you have 
the Fed hiking and PBOC 
easing, so at some point it 
will be reflected in the FX 
market,” Frederic Neumann, 

co-head of Asian economics 
research at HSBC Holdin-
gs Plc in Hong Kong, told 
Bloomberg Television. “This 
is still in line with the broa-
der PBOC policy of introdu-
cing more volatility and le-
tting the market play itself 
out.”

Bloomberg Economics esti-
mates that the yuan is arou-
nd 6.6 percent overvalued, 
based on economic funda-
mentals. Fielding Chen and 
Tom Orlik wrote in their 
analysis Friday that “there’s 
a sense that the decline is 
in line with Beijing’s wishes 
and - if they want - under 
their control.”

Even so, China has reasons 
to avoid sustained declines 
in the yuan. Earlier this de-
cade it burned through about 
$1 trillion of reserves to stem 
an exodus of capital. And 
this June saw $10.7 billion in 
cross-border outflows, Mor-
gan Stanley estimates.

Chinese authorities have 
taken steps to ensure the 
slide doesn’t get unwieldy. 
After a 2 percent drop over 
the space of a week, PBOC 
Governor Yi Gang and other 
senior officials in early July 
underscored that China favo-
red a stable currency. Again 
on Friday, after the morning 
tumble in the yuan began 
unsettling Asian investors, 
there were signs of action to 
stem the decline.

“Chasing USD/CNY higher 
is probably the wrong tra-
de,” Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc. strategists including 
Zach Pandl in New York 
wrote in a note to clien-
ts Friday, referring to the 
dollar-yuan currency ticker. 
The yuan “will be more sta-
ble, as the U.S. could inter-
pret further depreciation as 
a form of retaliation,” they 
said, sticking with a three-
month forecast of 6.7 per 
dollar. “For now.” Bloomberg
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FAkE RECORDS

Chinese leaders order 
probe over vaccine scandal

BElT & ROAD

Rwandan leader says China relates to Africa ‘as an equal’
RwanDan President 

Paul Kagame is prai-
sing China’s treatment 
of Africa “as an equal,” 
calling it “a revolutionary 
posture in world affairs” 
and “more precious than 
money.”

Kagame made the re-
marks yesterday after sig-
ning bilateral agreements 
with the visiting Chinese 
president, Xi Jinping. Xi is 
the first Chinese president 
to visit Rwanda.

Jinping arrived in Rwan-
da on Sunday from Sene-
gal and will also be visiting 
Mauritius and South Afri-
ca, where he will attend 

a summit of the BRICS 
emerging economies.

Some African govern-
ments increasingly de-
pend on loans from Chi-
nese banks to finance 
ambitious infrastructure 
projects.

Senegal’s decision to 
become the first African 
country on the Atlantic 
coast to sign up to the Belt 
and Road Initiative shows 
how quickly the transport 
network project connec-
ting China by land and sea 
to Asia, the Middle East, 
Europe and Africa is ex-
panding. 

Lending by China to Afri-

ca rose to about USD12 
billion in 2015 from little 
more than $100 million 
in 2000. Bloomberg Eco-
nomics expects China to 
make significant policy 
declarations on its lending 
to Africa and other econo-
mic initiatives at the next 
forum on China-Africa 
Cooperation in Beijing in 
September.

China is Africa’s largest 
trading partner and it also 
seeks closer military ties.

China opened its first 
military base on the conti-
nent last year in the Horn 
of Africa nation of Djibou-
ti. MDT/Agencies

Gerry Shih, Beijing

CHinEsE leaders are 
scrambling to shore up 
public confidence and 
oversight of the phar-

maceutical industry after a ra-
bies vaccine maker was found 
faking records, the latest in a 
slew of public health and safe-
ty scandals that have outraged 
Chinese parents.

Premier Li Keqiang said in 
a statement that Changchun 
Changsheng Life Sciences Ltd., 
which is accused of fabricating 
production and inspection re-
cords, “violated a moral bottom 
line.” He pledged an immediate 
investigation of the company 
and to “resolutely crack down” 
on violations that endanger pu-
blic safety.

President Xi Jinping echoed 
those remarks, while police in 
Changchun, a city in northeas-
tern China, announced that the 
company’s chief executive and 
four other executives had been 
placed under investigation.

Li’s remarks were aimed at 
assuaging Chinese parents who 
complain about worrying over 
fake food, milk and medicine 
in a society that seems to lack a 
“moral bottom line” — and also 
competent, uncorrupt regula-
tors.

“Defective vaccines are like 
child abuse and trafficking — it 
touches on the most sensitive, 
vulnerable part of the public’s 
hearts,” wrote Xi Po, a colum-
nist for The Paper, a popular 
online news outlet backed by 
the Shanghai government. “But 
unlike in cases of child abuse, 
the vaccine scandals involve 
layers and layers of broken re-
gulators and interest groups.”

There were no reports of inju-
ries due to the rabies vaccine, 
but the disclosure has ricoche-
ted around social media, tou-
ching a raw nerve for Chinese 
parents. Two years ago, a simi-
lar scandal erupted after police 
broke up a criminal ring that 
had sold millions of faulty baby 
vaccines — but did not disclose 
the case for months.

Regulators announced last 
week that Changchun Chan-
gsheng, China’s second-largest 
rabies vaccine manufacturer, 

was ordered to stop production 
and recall its rabies vaccine. 
Days later, provincial authori-
ties in northeast China annou-
nced that batches of DPT, or 
diphtheria-pertussis-tetanus, 
vaccine were found to be defec-
tive. More than 250,000 doses 
of the DPT vaccine had been 
sold, China’s state broadcaster 
reported.

Public anger ratcheted up 
swiftly over the weekend 
following a report by an anony-
mous author disclosing that 

regulators found production 
problems at Changchun Chan-
gsheng as early as November but 
did not publicize their findings 
or announce a recall until July. 
The post was widely shared and 
was censored by Sunday even as 
Chinese leaders launched a pu-
blic relations response.

In his statement, Li acknow-
ledged the government’s lapse 
and pledged to punish offenders 
and regulators found in “de-
reliction of duty.” State media 
chimed in, with the China Daily 

urging the government to han-
dle the matter in a “transparent 
manner,” while the Communist 
Party-owned Global Times cal-
led on authorities to “follow up 
on people’s security demands, 
and supervise and regulate 
more effectively.”

Government censors have em-
ployed a relatively light touch, 
allowing online news outlets 
like The Paper and Caixin to 
pursue the story while giving in-
ternet users some space to vent 
their frustration. By yesterday 
afternoon, the hashtag “Chan-
gchun Changsheng makes fake 
vaccines” had garnered more 
than 100 million views on Wei-
bo.

The company’s phone lines 
were busy for several hours and 
executives could not be reached 
for comment.

Yang Yuze, another writer at 
The Paper, bluntly questioned 
whether national policies to 
prop up pharmaceutical com-
panies were “opening the door” 
to corruption.

“The main problem is insuffi-
cient regulation, missing regu-
lation, powerless regulation,” 
Yang wrote. “It’s easy to see 
how [lax regulation of the vac-
cine industry] are fig leafs and 
excuses for the transaction of 
money and power.” AP

 
Defective 
vaccines are 
like child abuse 
and trafficking 
— it touches 
on the most 
vulnerable part 
of the public’s 
hearts.

XI Po 
THE PAPER

Rwandan President Paul Kagame (right) and Chinese President Xi Jinping, followed by their wives 
Jannette Kagame and Peng Liyuan arrive at Rwanda’s State House yesterday
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PHIlIPPInES

Chaotic congress row stalls 
Duterte speech, rebel deal

SOUTH kOREA

Prominent politician found dead in possible suicide
A prominent liberal 

South Korean po-
litician embroiled in 
a corruption scandal 
was found dead yester-
day, police said, in what 
appeared to be one of the 
country’s highest-profile 
suicides in recent years.

The body of three-term 
lawmaker Roh Hoe-chan 
of the small opposition 
Justice Party was found 
near a Seoul apartment 
building. Police said they 
believe Roh, 61, leapt to 
his death from the buil-
ding after leaving a sui-
cide note.

“Dear fellow citizens, 
I’m sorry. It’s entirely my 
fault, so please punish 
me and I’d like you to 

continue to support the 
Justice Party,” Roh said 
in a note addressed to 
party members. He said 
he accepted 40 million 
won (USD36,260) in 

2016, but without gran-
ting any political favors 
in return.

South Korean media 
reported that Roh wrote 
two other suicide notes 

to his family but their 
contents weren’t made 
public.

Roh faced an investiga-
tion over an allegation 
that he received money 

from an associate of an 
influential blogger jailed 
in an online opinion-rig-
ging scandal. The allega-
tion tarnished the clean 
and reform-minded ima-
ge of Roh, a former labor 
activist who has been a 
symbol for progressives 
in South Korea.

Roh’s death triggered 
an outpouring of sym-
pathy from many South 
Koreans.

President Moon Jae-in 
said his “heart really 
aches” over “the sad 
news” of Roh’s death. 
The independent cou-
nsel investigating the 
rigging scandal, Huh 
Ik-bum, told a televised 
briefing that he felt dis-

tressed by the “tragic 
news” of Roh’s death. 
Huh said he respects 
Roh and will pray for his 
soul.

South Korea has one of 
the highest suicide rates 
among developed coun-
tries. A string of busi-
ness executives, K-pop 
stars and other celebri-
ties have killed themsel-
ves in recent years.

If Roh’s death is offi-
cially determined a sui-
cide, he would be the 
highest-profile politi-
cian to kill himself since 
former President Roh 
Moo-hyun jumped to 
his death in 2009 amid 
a corruption scandal in-
volving his family. AP

Jim Gomez, Manila

A leadership row erupted in 
the Philippine House of Re-

presentatives on live TV yester-
day, delaying President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s delivery of his annual 
state of the nation address and 
passage of a crucial Muslim rebel 
autonomy deal.

As Duterte arrived on a helicop-
ter in the heavily secured con-
gressional complex, Rep. Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo, backed by 
dozens of allied legislators, took 
the main seat in the center stage 
of the House’s plenary hall in a 
sign that she was taking over the 
post of House Speaker Pantaleon 
Alvarez.

Arroyo, a former president, 
tried to speak from the stage 
during the dramatic standoff but 
her microphone was turned off. 
She tried to yell, apparently to 
explain what was happening, but 
later stepped away from the sta-
ge, waving at the crowd.

Alvarez, along with Senate Pre-
sident Vicente Sotto III, fetched 
Duterte and led the visibly con-
fused leader to a holding room 
as the dispute over House lea-
dership unfolded in the chamber, 
which was packed with diploma-
ts, legislators and other dignita-
ries for Duterte’s speech. Alva-
rez and Arroyo are both Duterte 
allies.

The leadership row earlier pre-
vented the House from ratifying 
a Muslim autonomy deal that 
many hope will settle one of 
Asia’s longest-raging Muslim se-
paratist rebellions.

Earlier yesterday, the Senate 
unanimously ratified the bill, 
which aims to establish a new 
Bangsamoro autonomous region 
in the country’s south, but House 
members adjourned early due to 
the leadership row. The gover-
nment negotiated the pact for 
more than two decades with the 
country’s largest Muslim rebel 
group.

Duterte had been expected to 
sign the autonomy bill into law as 
early as yesterday and highlight it 
in his state of the nation speech 
as an early legacy of his presiden-
cy, which has come under heavy 
criticism over his human rights 
record and deadly anti-drug cra-
ckdown.

Thousands of protesters rallied 
outside the House, where Duterte 
was to speak.

“We find it unfortunate that the 
Bangsamoro Organic Law was 
not ratified before the adjourn-
ment of today’s session,” presi-
dential spokesman Harry Roque 
said. “We consider this as a tem-
porary setback.”

There was no immediate reac-
tion from the Muslim rebels over 
the latest difficulty in achieving 
the Malaysian-brokered peace 
deal, which seeks to replace an 
earlier poverty- and conflict-wra-
cked autonomous region with a 
potentially larger, better-funded 
and more powerful region for mi-
nority Muslims in the south of the 

largely Roman Catholic nation.
In 2008, a planned signing of 

a preliminary pact was scuttled 
when opponents went to the Su-
preme Court, which declared the 
agreement unconstitutional. New 
fighting erupted when three rebel 
commanders attacked Chris-
tian communities, leaving more 
than 100 people dead and about 
750,000 villagers displaced befo-
re a cease-fire ended the violence.

Presidential adviser Jesus Du-
reza said House legislators had 
no issue with the autonomy bill 
but that it was accidentally em-
broiled in the House leadership 
row, adding that he expected the 
legislation to be ratified at some 
point.

The proposed deal is the latest 
significant attempt by the go-
vernment to negotiate an end to 
nearly half a century of on-and- 
off Muslim fighting that has left 
more than 120,000 people dead 
and displaced about 2 million 
others.

The two largest Muslim rebel 
groups in the south have dro-
pped their demands for a sepa-
rate Muslim state in exchange for 
autonomy and have renounced 
terrorism. Western governmen-
ts, however, have worried about 
the presence of small numbers 
of Islamic State group-linked mi-
litants from the Middle East and 
Southeast Asia seeking combat 
training and collaboration with 
Filipino insurgents.

Last year, heavily armed Filipi-
no insurgents who have sworn 
allegiance to the Islamic State 
group, along with dozens of fo-
reign fighters, laid siege to the 
southern Islamic city of Marawi. 
Troops, backed by U.S. and 
Australian surveillance aircra-
ft, routed the militants after five 
months of airstrikes and ground 
assaults that left more than 1,200 
people, mostly Islamic fighters, 
dead and the mosque-studded 
city in ruins.

Aside from the Muslim auto-
nomy pact, Duterte was expected 
to reaffirm his resolve to fight 
illegal drugs and introduce a dra-
ft constitution that would shift 
the country to a federal system 
of governance. The moves, inclu-
ding opening the country’s 1987 
constitution to amendment, have 
been opposed by several groups 
and opposition politicians, who 
fear they are designed to prolong 
Duterte’s rule and give him dicta-
torial powers.

Duterte, who took office in 
2016, has played down such 
fears, saying he is ready to step 
down as early as next year and 
cut short his six-year term before 
a new federal government is put 
in place. AP

An office of lawmaker Roh Hoe-chan is seen in Changwon, South Korea
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 The mercury 
hit 41.1 degrees 
Celsius in 
kumagaya

VIETnAM

Flooding kills 20, leaves over a dozen missing
FlooDing triggered 

by a tropical storm 
has killed at least 20 
people and left over a 
dozen missing in nor-
thern Vietnam, local 
media reports said.

Ten people drowned in 
floods caused by heavy 
rain in Yen Bai provin-
ce after Tropical Storm 
Son Tinh hit the coun-
try’s northern region 
last week, the Tuoi Tre 
newspaper reported.

In Thanh Hoa provin-
ce, a flash flood swept 
through a small villa-
ge in Lang Chanh dis-
trict and carried away a 
dozen stilt houses last 
week.

“The floods came so 
quick and gave us so li-
ttle time to escape,” said 
local resident Luong 
Van Hung. “Some mana-
ged to run to high grou-
nd, but others got swept 
away in the floods.”

The floods took away 
a family of four as they 
were sleeping, said 
Nguyen Xuan Hong, 
chairman of Lang Cha-
nh district. Two people 
were found dead in the 
debris left by the floo-
ding while the body of 
the family’s 5-year-old 
daughter was recovered 
yesterday morning in 
a stream 3 kilometers 
from their home.

A rescue group of 300 
people were looking for 
the fourth member of 
the family, who is still 
missing, Hong said.

Casualties were also re-
ported in Phu Tho, Lao 
Cai, Hoa Binh and Son 
La provinces, where hea-
vy rain caused landsides 
and cut off roads.

The rain stopped over 
the weekend, but the na-
tional weather forecast 
agency said another tro-
pical depression is hea-
ding toward northern 
Vietnam this week.

Vietnam is prone to 
destructive storms and 
floods that kill hundreds 
of people every year. AP

Mari Yamaguchi 
& Hyung-Jin Kim, Tokyo

Japan recorded its hi-
ghest temperature ever 
yesterday as a deadly 
heat wave continued to 

grip a wide swath of the coun-
try and nearby South and North 
Korea.

The mercury hit 41.1 degrees 
Celsius in Kumagaya, a city in 
Saitama prefecture about 65 
kilometers northwest of Tokyo, 
the Japan Meteorological Agen-
cy said. That broke the previous 
record of 41.0 C in Ekawasaki 
on the island of Shikoku on Aug. 
12, 2013.

Two lingering high pressure 
systems have trapped warm 
and humid air above the region, 
bringing record-high tempe-
ratures for nearly two weeks. 
More than 40 people have died 
in Japan and about 10 in South 
Korea.

“It is so hot these days that I 
cannot figure out whether I am 
in [South Korea] or in Southeast 
Asia,” said Kim Sung-hee, a stu-
dent in downtown Seoul, where 
the temperature rose to 35.7 C 
(96 F).

Ten people have died in South 
Korea of heatstroke and other 
heat-related causes this sum-
mer, seven of them last week, 
the Korea Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention said. 
About 1,040 people have fallen 
ill because of hot weather from 
May 20 to July 21, an increase 
of 61 percent over the same pe-
riod last year, it said.

South Korea’s highest-ever 
morning low was recorded in 
the city of Gangneung, whe-
re the temperature was 31 C at 
6:45 a.m. The morning low in 
Seoul was 29.2 C, a record for 
the country’s capital, according 
to South Korea’s weather agen-
cy.

The mercury hit 39.9 C in the 
southeastern town of Hayang, 
the highest temperature in the 
country so far this year.

In North Korea, residents 
fanned themselves on crowded 
trolleys or protected themselves 
from the sun with brightly colo-
red parasols as temperatures in 
Pyongyang, the capital, reached 
34 C. Weather reports said even 
higher temperatures were re-
corded on the country’s eastern 
coast.

Thousands of people in Japan 
have been rushed to hospitals 
with heat stroke symptoms 
during the heat wave. Kyodo 
News agency has tallied more 
than 40 deaths. Many of the vic-
tims have been elderly people 
who were not using air condi-
tioning.

Yesterday, nine people died 
from heat-related causes across 
Japan, Kyodo said. NHK national 
television tallied seven deaths.

The temperature reached 39 
C yesterday in central Tokyo, 
the highest temperature this 
year. The worst of the heat 
wave is expected to be over this 
week.

Tourists in Tokyo’s historic 
Asakusa district struggled with 
the heat. Cosett Romero from 
Mexico said she and her family 
were getting headaches.

“It’s difficult to us because we 
don’t have this heat in Mexico,” 
she said.

Authorities warned people to 
stay inside and use air conditio-
ning.

“The weather recently in Tokyo 

and across Japan is like being 
in a sauna,” Tokyo Gov. Yuriko 
Koike said at a news conference 
that highlighted the 2020 Sum-
mer Olympics, which open in 
Tokyo two years from today.

She said that the city has been 
working to address heat concer-
ns for both fans and athletes.

The marathon and some 
other outdoor Olympic events 
will start early in the morning. 
Other steps include developing 
road pavements that emit less 
surface heat, setting up mist 
sprays and planting tall roadsi-
de trees.

Koike also cited traditional 
ways of cooling in Japan, such 
as hanging straw screens and 
spraying water on road surfa-
ces.

“But our traditional wisdom is 
not enough to beat the heat like 
this,” she acknowledged, “so we 
will be using cutting-edge tech-
nology.” AP

A village is submerged in flood water in the suburb of Hanoi yesterday

JAPAn

Record high as heat 
wave grips the region
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Man firing into Toronto cafes 
shoots 14 people, killing one

USA

Deadly LA market shooting started with domestic feud
A man’s feud with his 

grandmother turned 
into a bizarre and deadly 
confrontation that en-
ded with a supermarket 
worker dead and dozens 
of people held hostage in 
a store miles away.

Gene Evin Atkins, 28, 
was booked Sunday on 
suspicion of murder af-
ter an explosion of vio-
lence that a relative said 
may have been brewing 
for weeks.

Melyda Corado, 27, was 
shot to death Saturday 
at a Trader Joe’s market 
in the Silver Lake nei-
ghborhood after a gun-
fight that shattered the 
store’s glass doors, wit-
nesses said.

“I’m sad to say she di-
dn’t make it. My baby 
sister. My world,” her 
brother, Albert Corado 
said on Twitter.

Yesterday, grieving 
family members, co- 
workers and customers 
remembered Corado 
as lively, hardworking 

and always smiling. A 
makeshift memorial of 
flowers, candles and no-
tes grew on the sidewalk 
outside of the store.

“Yesterday marks the 
saddest day in Tra-
der Joe’s history as we 
mourn the loss of one 
our own,” company 
spokeswoman Kenya 
Friend-Daniel said in a 
statement.

The violence began 
when Atkins shot his 
76-year-old grandmo-
ther several times at 
their South Los Angeles 
home after she complai-
ned about his having too 
many television sets on, 
said a cousin, Charlene 
Egland.

Mary Elizabeth Madi-
son was taken to a hos-
pital in critical condition 
but Egland said she un-
derwent surgery and was 
improving Sunday.

Madison raised Atkins 
from the age of 7 and he 
had never been violent 
toward her but recently 

had seemed upset and 
distant, Egland said.

“He didn’t seem right 
to me,” Egland said.

For the past two or 
three weeks, the two had 
argued over Atkins’ girl-
friend, who was staying 
at their home, Egland 
said.

“She didn’t want the 
girl over there anymo-
re,” Egland said.

Egland said she was 

walking toward the 
house when she heard 
about six gunshots. 
Another cousin, who li-
ves in the house, came 
running from the porch 
and shouted to Egland, 
“I think Gene shot my 
mama!”

Police said Atkins’ girl-
friend was grazed in the 
head by a bullet, but the 
injury is not life threate-
ning.

Egland ran to call 911 
but Atkins allegedly 
forced his wounded gir-
lfriend into his grand-
mother’s car and drove 
away.

A stolen-car device hel-
ped police track the car 
to Hollywood but Atkins 
refused to pull over, po-
lice said.

During the chase, 
Atkins fired at officers, 
blowing out the car’s 

back window, and there 
was more shooting befo-
re the car crashed into a 
pole outside the Trader 
Joe’s, followed by ano-
ther shootout with poli-
ce, Police Chief Michel 
Moore said.

Customers and em-
ployees frantically dove 
for cover and barricaded 
themselves inside store-
rooms and bathrooms as 
bullets flew.

Trader Joe’s said the 
store — known by custo-
mers as a neighborhood 
hangout with great cus-
tomer service — would 
remain closed for the fo-
reseeable future.

Atkins, who has two 
daughters, bounced be-
tween several jobs, in-
cluding working as a 
security guard, but had 
been repeatedly fired, 
Egland said. His grand-
mother had tried to help 
him find employment 
and “was just trying to 
make him do better,” she 
said. AP

A man firing a handgun 
into restaurants and cafes 

as he walked along a Toronto 
street shot 14 people, killing 
one of them, before dying af-
ter an exchange of gunfire 
with police yesterday [Macau 
time], authorities said.

Police Chief Mark Saunders 
did not rule out terrorism 
as a motive in the shooting 
in the city’s Greektown nei-
ghborhood.

“Other than the shooter we 
have a young lady that is de-
ceased,” the police chief said.

Saunders also said a girl 
aged 8 or 9 was in critical con-
dition.

A video from one witness 
shows a man dressed in bla-
ck clothes and a black hat 
walking quickly and firing 
three shots from the sidewalk 
into at least one shop or res-
taurant. Toronto’s Greektown 
is a lively residential area with 
crowded Greek restaurants 
and cafes.

The condition of the other 
victims was not known yet, 
police spokesman Mark Pu-
gash said.

Witnesses heard many sho-
ts and described the suspect 
walking past restaurants and 

cafes and patios on both sides 
of the street and firing into 
them.

John Tulloch said he and his 
brother had just gotten out of 
their car when he heard about 

20 to 30 gunshots.
“We just ran. We saw people 

starting to run so we just ran,” 
he said.

An army of police, paramedi-
cs and other first responders 

soon descended on the scene, 
while area residents, some in 
their pajamas, emerged from 
their homes to see what was 
happening.

Toronto Councillor Paula 

Fletcher told CP24 she heard 
that the gunman was emotio-
nally disturbed.

“It’s not gang related. It 
looks like someone who is 
very disturbed,” Fletcher said.

Councillor Mary Frage-
dakis also said she heard the 
gunman was disturbed.

Fletcher said for this to ha-
ppen in an area where fami-
lies gather for dinner is a tra-
gedy.

Mass shootings are rare in 
Canada’s largest city.

“We were so use to living in 
a city where these things di-
dn’t happen,” Toronto Mayor 
John Tory said. “But there are 
things that happen nowadays 
and they are just unspeakab-
le.”

This past weekend Toronto 
police deployed dozens of ad-
ditional officers to deal with 
a recent spike in gun violence 
in the city. Tory said the city 
has a gun problem.

“Guns are too readily availa-
ble to too many people,” Tory 
said.

Police urged people to come 
forward with video or witness 
testimony.

The mass shooting comes a 
few months after a driver of 
a van plowed into pedestrians 
on a Toronto sidewalk, killing 
10 people and injuring 14. Au-
thorities have not disclosed 
a motive. But they have said 
the arrested driver, Alek Mi-
nassian, posted a message on 
social media referencing a mi-
sogynistic online community 
before the attack. AP

Police work the scene of a shooting in Toronto
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neither Iran, 
nor any other 
country is 
interested in 
escalating 
tensions in the 
region.

SEED LEILAz
PoLITICAL ANALYST

Nasser Karimi & Will Lester, Tehran

Iranians yesterday 
shrugged off the possibility 
that a bellicose exchange of 
words between President 

Donald Trump and his Iranian 
counterpart could escalate into 
military conflict, but expressed 
growing concern America’s ste-
pped-up sanctions could dama-
ge their fragile economy.

In his latest salvo, Trump 
tweeted yesterday [Macau 
time] that hostile threats from 
Iran could bring dire conse-
quences.

This was after Iranian Presi-
dent Hassan Rouhani remarked 
earlier in the day that “Ameri-
can must understand well that 
peace with Iran is the mother 
of all peace and war with Iran is 
the mother of all wars.”

Trump tweeted: “NEVER 
EVER THREATEN THE UNI-
TED STATES AGAIN OR YOU 
WILL SUFFER CONSEQUEN-
CES THE LIKE OF WHICH 
FEW THROUGHOUT HIS-
TORY HAVE EVER SUFFE-
RED BEFORE.”

Within hours, Iran’s state-ow-
ned news agency IRNA dismis-
sed the tweet, describing it as a 
“passive reaction” to Rouhani’s 
remarks.

On Tehran streets, residents 
took the exchange in stride.

“Both America and Iran have 
threatened one another in dif-
ferent ways for several years,” 
shrugged Mohsen Taheri, a 
58-year-old publisher.

A headline on a local newspa-
per quoted Rouhani as saying: 
“Mr. Trump, do not play with 
the lion’s tail.”

Prominent Iranian political 
analyst Seed Leilaz downplayed 
the war of words, saying it was 
in his opinion “the storm before 
the calm.”

Leilaz told The Associated 
Press he was not “worried 
about the remarks and twee-
ts,” and that “neither Iran, nor 
any other country is interested 
in escalating tensions in the re-
gion.”

Citing harsh words the United 
States and North Korea had ex-
changed before the high-profile 
summit between Trump and 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un, Leilaz said Trump and Kim 
got “closer” despite the warring 
words.

Trump’s eruption on Twitter 
came after a week of heavy con-
troversy about Russian med-
dling in the U.S. 2016 election, 
following the Helsinki summit 
with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin. 

Meanwhile, the tweet was re-
verberating across the Mideast.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu praised the 
U.S. president’s “strong stance” 
after years in which the Iranian 
“regime was pampered by wor-
ld powers.”

Trump earlier this year pulled 
the U.S. out of the international 
deal meant to prevent Tehran 
from developing a nuclear 
weapon and ordered increased 

American sanctions, as well as 
threatening penalties for com-
panies from other countries 
that continue to do business 
with Iran.

With the economic pressure, 
Trump said earlier this month 
that “at a certain point they’re 
going to call me and say ‘let’s 
make a deal,’ and we’ll make a 
deal.”

Iran has rejected talks with the 
U.S., and Rouhani has accused 
the U.S. of stoking an “econo-
mic war.”

Rouhani also suggested Iran 
could immediately ramp up its 
production of uranium in res-
ponse to U.S. pressure. Poten-
tially that would escalate the 
very situation the nuclear deal 
sought to avoid — an Iran with 
a stockpile of enriched uranium 
that could lead to making ato-
mic bombs.

Trump’s tweet suggested he 
has little patience with the tra-
ding of hostile messages with 
Iran, using exceptionally strong 
language and writing the all-ca-
pitalized tweet.

“WE ARE NO LONGER 
A COUNTRY THAT WILL 
STAND FOR YOUR DEMEN-
TED WORDS OF VIOLENCE 
& DEATH. BE CAUTIOUS!,” he 
wrote.

Another Tehran resident, 
Mehdi Naderi, fretted that the 
U.S. measures and his own go-

vernment’s policies are dama-
ging the lives of the average 
Iranian.

“America is threatening the 
Iranian people with its sanc-
tions and our government is 
doing the same with its incom-
petence and mismanagement,” 
said the self-employed 35-year- 
old.

Trump has a history of firing 
off heated tweets that seem to 
quickly escalate long-standing 
disputes with leaders of nations 
at odds with the U.S.

In the case of North Korea, 
the public war of words cooled 
quickly and gradually led to the 
high profile summit and denu-
clearization talks. There has 
been little tangible progress in a 

global push to rid North Korea 
of its nuclear weapons program 
since the historic Trump-Kim 
summit on June 12.

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo flew to Pyongyang for 
follow-up talks earlier this mon-
th, but the two sides showed 
conflicting accounts of the talks. 
North’s Foreign Ministry accu-
sed the United States of making 
“gangster-like” demands for its 
unilateral disarmament.

Some experts say Kim is using 
diplomacy as a way to win ou-
tside concessions and weaken 
U.S.-led international sanc-
tions.

Many in Iran have expres-
sed frustration that Trump has 
seemed willing to engage with 
North Korea, which has openly 
boasted of producing nuclear 
weapons, but not Iran, which 
signed the landmark 2015 nu-
clear deal with world powers.

Since Trump pulled out of the 
deal, other nations involved 
— Germany, Britain, France, 
Russia and China as well as the 
European Union — have reaffir-
med their support for the deal 
and have been working to try 
and keep Iran on board.

“Iran is angry since Trump 
responded to Tehran’s enga-
gement diplomacy by pulling 
the U.S. out of the nuclear 
deal,” Iranian lawmaker 
Heshmatollah Falahatpisheh 

told the AP.
He added, however, the war 

of words between the two pre-
sidents was to be expected, sin-
ce official diplomatic relations 
between the two countries have 
been frozen for decades.

“They express themselves 
through speeches since diplo-
matic channels are closed,” said 
Falahatpisheh who heads the 
influential parliamentary com-
mittee on national security and 
foreign policy.

Over the weekend, In Califor-
nia, Pompeo was strongly criti-
cal of Iran, calling its religious 
leaders “hypocritical holy men” 
who amassed vast sums of weal-
th while allowing their people to 
suffer.

In the speech at the Ronald 
Reagan Presidential Library 
and Museum, Pompeo castiga-
ted Iran’s political, judicial and 
military leaders, accusing se-
veral by name of participating 
in widespread corruption. He 
also said the government has 
“heartlessly repressed its own 
people’s human rights, dignity 
and fundamental freedoms.”

He said despite poor treatment 
by their leaders, “the proud Ira-
nian people are not staying si-
lent about their government’s 
many abuses,” Pompeo said.

“And the United States under 
President Trump will not stay 
silent either.” AP

MIDDlE EAST

Iran dismisses Trump’s explosive 
threat to country’s  leader

Trump and Rouhani escalate war of words
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:15
17:35
18:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
21:45
22:25
23:15
23:50
00:25
01:10

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Portuguese Documentary
Maternity
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
Documentary    
Chinese Documentary
Brazilian Soap opera
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

what’s ON ...

Marc chagall, light and colour in 
Southern France
tiMe: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
until: August 26, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art 
adMiSSion: Free
enquirieS: (853) 8791 9814

Sculpture – a Journey, exhibition by 
antónio leça
tiMe: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
          12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to Sundays)
until: october 21, 2018 
Venue: A2 Gallery, Albergue SCM 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2852 2550

KaMen rider exhibition (Macau)
tiMe: 1pm-8pm daily (last entrance 7:30pm)
Until: auguSt 26, 2018 
Venue: 2/F exhibition hall, broadway Macau 
adMiSSion: MoP128, MoP180 (Tickets are 
available at Kong Seng Ticketing Service www.
macauticket.com)
enquirieS: (853) 2855 5555

diScoVer Macau: MuSeuM oF taipa and 
coloane hiStory
tiMe: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
addreSS: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 8988 4000

catalogue exhibition in celebration oF the 
20th anniVerSary oF Macao MuSeuM
tiMe: 10am-6pm (closed on Fridays)
unitil: August 30, 2018 
Venue: Kun Iam Ecumenical Centre 
adMiSSion: Free 
enquirieS: (853) 2875 1516

treaSure FroM the deep Sea - exhibition oF 
underwater archaeological relicS oF the 
nanhai no. 1
tiMe: 10am-6pm, last admission at 5:30pm 
(Closed on Mondays, open on public holidays, 
free admission on Tuesdays and the 15th of every 
month)  
until: July 31, 2018
Venue: 3/F, Macau Museum, No. 112, Praceta do 
Museu de Macau 
adMiSSion: MoP15 (free for Macau residents, 
children of 12 years old or below and seniors of 65 
years old or over)  
enquirieS: (853) 2835 7911 & 8394 1208

this day in history

A New York City art dealer who bought the contents 
of a New Jersey storage locker filled with paintings for 
USD15,000 says he got more than he bargained for.

He found half a dozen paintings he believes were 
done by artist Willem de Kooning, whose works have 
sold for millions of dollars at auction.

The New York Post reports David Killen bought the 
contents of the Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey, locker last 
year. The paintings were originally from the studio of 
art conservator orrin Riley, who died in 1986, and his 
partner, Susanne Schnitzer, who died in 2009.

The paintings aren’t signed, but Killen reached out to 
an expert who’s confident they were done by de Koo-
ning, an abstract expressionist from the Netherlands 
who moved to the United States and died in 1997.

 Offbeat
art dealer buys storage locker 
for usd15,000, finds treasures

Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev and US Vice-Pre-
sident Richard Nixon have had a tense exchange of 
words about the merits of communism versus capi-
talism.

This is the latest and most public of a series of 
impromptu debates between the two leaders which 
started yesterday on Mr Nixon’s arrival in the USSR 
at the start of his 11-day visit.

This time, the two men were touring the American 
trade exhibition in Moscow’s Sokolniki Park ahead 
of its opening this evening. They stopped in front 
of a mock-up American kitchen displaying the latest 
gadgets - washing machines, toasters and juicers.

Mr Khrushchev dismissed the exhibits and said: 
“You Americans expect that the Soviet people will 
be amazed. It is not so. We have all these things in 
our new flats.”

Mr Nixon replied: “We do not claim to astonish the 
Soviet people. We hope to show our right to choose. 
We do not wish to have decisions made at the top by 
government officials who say that all homes should 
be built in the same way.”

Reporters, government officials and workmen pu-
tting the finishing touches to the stands looked on 
amazed and then began to applaud their respective 
leaders.

Mr Khrushchev went on to demand both sides re-
move “foreign bases”. “The one who is for putting an 
end to foreign bases is for peace. The one who is not, 
is for war,” he said.

Mr Nixon retorted: “The moment we place either 
one of these powerful nations, through an ultimatum, 
in a position where they have no choice but to accept 
dictation or fight, then you are playing with the most 
destructive power in the world.”

Pointing his finger just inches from Mr Nixon’s face, 
Mr Khrushchev replied sternly, “Who is giving the ul-
timatum?”

He said Russia would answer threat with threat and 
had the means to do so. “ours are better than yours,” 
he said, referring to Russia’s rockets.

“We are well aware of that. We have some too,” said 
Mr Nixon.

In the end, Mr Nixon apologised for being a poor 
host and the two men agreed to thank the exhibit 
hostess for letting them argue in her kitchen.

The exhibition was formally opened this evening, 
with Mr Nixon passing on a message of goodwill from 
President Eisenhower and Mr Khrushchev inviting the 
president to visit the USSR.

Courtesy BBC news

1959 khrushchev and nixon have 
          war of words

in context
The so-called “kitchen debate” took place during a time of increasing 
tension in the Cold War, starting with the Russians’ launch of Sputnik in 
1957 and ending with the U-2 spy plane affair in 1960.
The American company Ampex filmed the exchanges on the first video-
tape recorder.
On 1 August, Mr Khrushchev allowed Mr Nixon to speak on Soviet na-
tional television. In an event unprecedented in the USSR, Nixon criticised 
communism and warned against any attempt to spread the ideology 
beyond the borders of the Soviet Union.
In September, Mr Khrushchev went to the US and met with President 
Eisenhower.
The debate added to Vice-President Nixon’s prestige at home. He returned 
to the USSR in May 1972 - this time as president. 

cinema
cineteatro
19 - 25 Jul

inCredibles 2
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:30pm
director:  brad bird 
starring:  Craig t. nelson, holly hunter, sarah Vowell 
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
duration: 118min

skysCraPer
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: rawson marshall thurbe
starring: dwayne Johnson, neve Campbell, Chin han
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 102min

ant-man and the wasP
room 3
2:15, 7:00pm
director: Peyton reed
starring: Paul rudd, evangeline lilly, michael douglas
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

Code glass lelouCh of rebellion iii - 
glorifiCation
room 3
4:30, 9:15pm
director: goro taniguchi
starring: Jun fukuyama, takahiro skurai, yukana
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 140min



tue 24.07.2018

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂 macau’s leading newspaper 17
 

aCross: 1-  Warner ___; 5- Shamu, for one; 9- Home movie medium; 14- Couldn’t 
find; 15- Wander; 16- Abrasive mineral; 17- Roman emperor after Galba; 18- Look 
___, I’m Sandra Dee; 19- Big rigs; 20- Distinguishing feature; 23- Author ___ Stanley 
Gardner; 24- Legume; 25- Cushion; 28- Like a certain complex; 31- Lyricist Gershwin; 
34- That is to say...; 36- D.C. VIP; 37- opposite of odd, especially when applied to 
numbers; 38- In spite of; 42- Family diagram; 43- Fair-hiring abbr.; 44- “Golden Boy” 
playwright; 45- ___ the ramparts we watched...; 46- Like Harry Potter’s abilities; 49- 
Summer hrs.; 50- Highly respectful way of addressing a man; 51- Architectural pier; 
53- Supernatural; 60- Bobby of the Black Panthers; 61- Hebrew month; 62- Carry; 63- 
Blender brand; 64- Travel on; 65- Egyptian goddess; 66- Agenda entries; 67- Afternoon 
affairs; 68- Grounded fleet;
 
down: 1- Coalition; 2- Portnoy’s creator; 3- Dept. of Labor div.; 4- Grocery, e.g.; 5- 
Delphic shrine; 6- Decayed; 7- Showed up; 
8- From the U.S.; 9- Ship; 10- ___ man with 
seven wives; 11- Actress Moore; 12- Slang 
expert Partridge; 13- Yiddish plaints; 21- 
Rice-___; 22- Bucky Beaver’s toothpaste; 
25- Mottled mount; 26- Dean Martin’s 
“That’s ___”; 27- Discourage; 29- Japanese 
immigrant; 30- Teacher’s favorite; 31- Like 
some college walls; 32- Leases; 33- Emo 
anxiety; 35- Wonder; 37- Actor Byrnes; 
39- Rips; 40- Pig; 41- Nick of “Cape Fear”; 
46- Pit-workers; 47- Alberta’s home; 48- 
Guitarist Segovia; 50- “The Crucible” setting; 
52- The opposition; 53- Try out; 54- Charge 
per unit; 55- Wagon; 56- “What I Am” singer 
Brickell; 57- Chuck; 58- Squabbling; 59- Not 
so much; 60- ___-disant (self-styled

THE BoRn LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHonE nUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCm 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
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Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
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world
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 18 
 16 
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   cloudy/drizzle               
   cloudy/clear                 

   cloudy/overcast              
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   heavy rain/drizzle           

    25   
    23   
    25   
    24   
    27   
    12   
    24   
    28   
    17   
    27   
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 35 
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   23  
   31  
   28  
   25  
   29  

  heavy rain
  thundershower          

  heavy rain/rainstorm   
   clear                  
   clear                  

   shower/cloudy          
    shower                 

    clear/cloudy           
    shower                 
    cloudy                 

    drizzle/overcast       
    clear                  

    cloudy/thundershower   
    overcast/thundershower 

    heavy rain to rainstorm
    shower                 

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s going to be an interesting day, 
as the expression goes, complete 
with the possibility of a visit from 
the dreaded green-eyed monster. If 
it shows up, don’t blame yourself. 
Jealousy is in the air;

April 20-May 20
Someone you’re quite intimately 
involved with may seem to be a bit 
cranky now, to say the very least. Does 
this mean it’s really over between you, 
or that there’s nothing to be done 
about the current situation?

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
A loved one is completely out of 
control and totally irritated with 
you. Regardless of what you say, 
they also may not believe you’re 
telling the truth. Yes, it’s going to 
be a challenging day.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’re not quite sure what’s going 
on with a friend or coworker, but 
you know you don’t like it. They’ve 
been acting oddly for some time, 
but it seems to have come to a 
head. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
After all that shopping, you thought 
you were done - in fact, you were 
praying you were done, for the 
sake of your fiscal health. But 
you’d forgotten about someone’s 
birthday.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You’ve just about had it with the 
veiled comments and sarcastic 
remarks that have been tossed 
your way lately on a far-too-regular 
basis. It’s family members that 
have been at it.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
This is one of those days when even 
your remarkable ability to make 
peace, restore balance and bring 
warring factions together won’t 
work. You may find it necessary to 
hide out from the world.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
It’s time for you to admit 
something: Your values have 
changed. What used to be 
important no longer matters. That 
means it’s time to make some 
changes - some big changes.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Flinging a chair around the room won’t 
help - not permanently, anyway. Once 
you’ve done it, you may feel a little 
bit better, but you’ll only feel guilty 
afterward, which, as very few people 
know about you, happens quite easily.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Someone you haven’t seen in a long 
time - someone who may actually 
have moved or been away - seems 
to have been making trouble for 
you from behind the scenes. You 
may be right...

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The higher-ups in your life have 
been less than understanding 
lately - all of them, it seems. 
That goes for family members, 
elders and authority figures in 
general.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A very close friend or a member 
of your current peer group - who 
means a great deal to you - has 
recently found it necessary to go 
out of their way to tick you off. At 
least, that’s the way it seems.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CYClIng

Colombia’s Egan Bernal is the 
Tour de France’s budding star

CRICkET

Sri Lanka wins series 2-0 after 
199-run victory in 2nd Test
Rangana Herath 

took six wickets as Sri 
Lanka completed a 199-
run win over South Africa 
to sweep the two-test se-
ries with a day to spare.

The veteran spinner sna-
red 6-98, including the 
vital wicket that broke up 
South Africa’s 123-run six-
th-wicket stand just before 
lunch on Monday.

Theunis de Bruyn (101) 
posted a maiden test cen-
tury and was involved in 
the partnership with Tem-
ba Bavuma (63) that de-
layed the inevitable after 
South Africa was set an 
improbable target of 490 
to level the series. The Pro-
teas were eventually dis-

missed for 290.
“When we play at home 

we know that spin will play 
a part and we have some 
of the best spinners in 
the world. We played like 
a team and very pleased 
with everyone’s contribu-
tions. We knew that they 
will struggle when the ball 
turns,” Sri Lanka stand-in 
skipper Suranga Lakmal 
told journalists.

Sri Lanka opener Dimu-
th Karunaratne, who pos-
ted twin fifties in the game 
and accumulated 356 runs 
in the series at an average 
of 115, was named Man of 
the Match and Player of 
the Series.

“You have to know what 

your strengths are when 
you are playing spin. 
Theunis de Bruyn for 
example showed you how 
to play on wickets that 
turn. I am sure he would 
have struggled earlier on 
in the innings, but once 
you spend some time in 
the middle it gets easier. 
He was sweeping well. 
Used his feet well and 
that’s the best way to play 
spin,” Karunaratne said.

South Africa resumed the 
day on 139 for five and De 
Bruyn quickly posted his 
side’s first half-century 
of the series and Bavuma 
soon joined him.

Just as it appeared the 
Proteas would bat through 

a session without losing 
a wicket Herath struck 
nine minutes before lunch 
when Niroshan Dickwella 
completed a good low cat-
ch to dismiss Bavuma and 
Quinton De Kock followed 
two balls before the break.

De Bruyn scored his cen-
tury when play resumed 
but fell to Herath four balls 
later. He batted for 12 mi-
nutes short of five hours, 
facing 232 deliveries and 
hitting 12 boundaries.

Sri Lanka then comple-
ted the win when Dale 
Steyn was caught at lon-
g-on by Danushka Guna-
thilaka for Herath’s final 
wicket.

“Whenever a team tours 

the subcontinent - whe-
ther it’s Australia or En-
gland or us - there’s always 
a question mark on how 
you play spin. It’s a world 
issue that we’re trying to 
get better at. I don’t think 
we play spin badly, but if 
you compare yourself to 
the subcontinent batters, 
then they’re obviously a 

step above us in that re-
gard,” South African ski-
pper Francois Du Plessis 
said.

Sri Lanka won the first 
Test in Galle by 278 runs.

The teams begin a five
-match ODI series Sunday 
in Dambulla, which will be 
followed by one T-20 in-
ternational. AP

Joseph Wilson, Carcassonne

THE youngest rider at 
the Tour de France is 
showing all the signs of 
becoming cycling’s next 

big star.
Colombia’s Egan Bernal pro-

ved his worth — and more — by 
working as a trailblazer for Sky 
teammates Geraint Thomas and 
Chris Froome up the zigzagging 
ascent of Alpe d’Huez.

Bernal’s effort set up Thomas 
to win the grueling 12th stage 
to strengthen his hold on the 
yellow jersey, and for Froome to 
protect second place in a domi-
nant choral performance by Sky.

The climb up one of the Tour’s 
iconic climbs promises to be a 
signature moment for Bernal, 
who at 21-years-old is the youn-
gest of the 176 riders to start the 
Tour and yet already appears to 
have the making of a winner.

“It felt great to be there on Alpe 
d’Huez, a mythic climb, and lea-
ding the group,” Bernal told The 
Associated Press two days after 
his impressive Alpine trek. “And 
on top of that, having Geraint, 
who is the leader, and Froomey, 
who is one of the best cyclists in 
history, right behind. it was im-
portant for me.”

The original plan was for Ber-
nal to pull for five kilometers 
of the demanding ascent. But 
when the legs flagged on ano-
ther teammate, he went on for 
another three kilometers and 
set a pace that fellow Colombian 
and two-time Tour runner-up 
Nairo Quintana couldn’t match.

Froome said he sees his youn-
ger self in his precocious part-
ner.

“He’s got an amazing engine. 
You only have to look at what he 
did on Alpe d’Huez, for a 21-year- 
old, that’s amazing,” Froome 
said on Sunday. “There is a lot in 
Egan that reminds me of myself 

when I was younger. It’s great 
having him on the team and he 
brings a lot of young, new ener-
gy to the group.”

From the city of Zipaquira nor-
th of Bogota, Bernal inherited 
the love of two wheels from his 
father. He competed in his first 
race at age eight, and after ex-
celling on the mountain bike he 
made the jump to road racing 
while setting aside plans to stu-
dy communication.

His most difficult moment on a 
bike came during his professio-

nal debut in 2016 at the Tour of 
the Mediterranean in France.

“I had just moved from Ameri-
ca to Europe, from the junior to 
the elite category, from moun-
tain to road racing,” Bernal re-
called. “It was my first profes-
sional race and it was terrible. It 
was very cold and raining, and it 
was a very hard race. But I never 
lost confidence.”

That self-belief was behind his 
victory last year at the Tour de 
l’Avenir, a race similar to the 
Tour for amateurs.

He joined Sky for this season 
and won the Colombia Oro y Paz 
race in February ahead of Quin-
tana and last year’s Tour runner- 
up, Rigoberto Uran.

Bernal was running a close se-
cond to Alejandro Valverde at the 
Tour of Catalonia before crashing 
on the final stage. But he reboun-
ded by winning the Tour of Cali-
fornia ahead of Tejay Van Garde-
ren in May.

Sky then picked Bernal for its 
eight-man team to help Froome 
shoot for a fifth Tour title.

Bernal crashed near the end of 
Stage 1 and joined the scores of 
riders who wiped out on the tri-
cky cobblestones of Roubaix on 
Stage 9. In the mountains, howe-
ver, he’s finishing stages among 
the top riders despite having 
spent his energy reserves helping 
his teammates.

Bernal crossed the line of the 
hilly Stage 13 ahead of Valverde 
and Mikel Landa, both pre-race 
contenders.

He currently sits 22nd overall 
after 15 stages.

Sky sports director Nicolas Por-
tal said that while Bernal needs 
to improve his endurance, he 
expects even bigger things from 
him.

“We are really impressed,” Por-
tal said. “I am sure he is going be 
one of the big, big stars in the fu-
ture.”

Rival teams are also taking 
note.

“We have followed him and 
have seen what he is capable of,” 
Movistar sports director Jose 
Luis Arrieta told The AP. “I am 
sure the future holds good things 
in store for him.”

Bernal, however, is keeping his 
feet, if not on the round, then at 
least firmly on the pedals.

“If people ask if I want to win 
the Tour (one day), one thing is 
to say it and quite another thing 
is to do it,” Bernal said. “I’m con-
centrating on the here and now, 
on finishing this Tour, staying 
focused, doing my job, and then 
time will tell.” AP

Colombia’s Egan Arley Bernal Gomez (right)
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UK silent on Us death penalty 
concerns for alleged jihadis

A furor has erupted over leaked documents 
showing that British officials are not requiring 
their U.S. counterparts to provide assurances 
that two alleged British jihadis loyal to the Is-
lamic State group will not be executed if they 
are eventually put on trial in the United States.

The Daily Telegraph said yesterday it had 
seen a letter from Home Secretary Sajid Javid 
to U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions concer-
ning two individuals who have been in custody 

since their capture in eastern Syria in January.
The two men, Alexanda Kotey and El Sha-

fee Elsheikh, were allegedly part of a noto-
rious cell of British jihadis, nicknamed “The 
Beatles” known for their barbaric treatment of 
hostages. 

In 2014 and 2015, the group beheaded seven 
American, British and Japanese journalists 
and aid workers and a group of Syrian sol-
diers, boasting of the butchery in grisly videos.
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According to the lAw…
The Macau government likes to remind the 

public that it is conducting its affairs according 
to the law.

Listen to the Secretary for Security or the Se-
cretary for Administration and Justice speak for 
half an hour and they are likely to utter the phra-
se, “according to the law.”

The fact that these officials feel the need to 
constantly remind us that the government is 
conducting its business “according to the law” 
is very telling.

One must wonder: what sort of institution might 
need to remind its citizens or consumers that it 
is abiding by the rules expected of it?

Imagine if a government or business leader 
declared, on a regular basis, that they had not 
appropriated or misused public funds or the 
firm’s capital. It would be suspicious.

The presumption would be that they have mi-
sused or appropriated funds on occasion – just 
not this time. A sort of sober-since-situation… or 
it’s been x-number of days since we last broke 
the law.

The context of the phrase “according to the 
law” is also revealing. We rarely see it used as, 
“according to the law, the government must…”, 
but rather more often as, “everything will be 
done according to the law.”

The first context refers to a specific case; a 
specific law that mandates a particular gover-
nment response. The second is vague and non
-specific, and translates as, “trust us, we know 
what we’re doing.”

A quick search on the Macau Daily Times we-
bsite brings up two articles with titles including 
the ambiguous phrase: “Police actions to fight 
Uber were all done according to the law” and 
“Coloane Hill skyscraper case to be handled 
according to the law” – both examples of the 
latter context.

Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak has 
used it on several notable occasions to justify 
government behavior without having to defend 
a specific measure.

“All speech needs to be controlled within the 
law, […] it is not absolutely free, including spee-
ch online. We are supervising according to the 
law,” he said earlier this year in defense of the 
cyber security law.

Wong made similar comments regarding po-
lice body cameras and surveillance systems in 
the Coloane penitentiary after concerns were 
raised over whether they might violate privacy 
laws.

On the matter of several Hong Kong lawmakers, 
journalists, and political activists being barred 
from entering Macau in the aftermath of Typhoon 
Hato, Wong said that the police force had “jud-
ged each individual case according to the law.”

Even Chief Executive Chui Sai On is fond of 
the phrase. He has used it to describe the gover-
nment confiscation of land plots that were for-
merly owned by idle developers, noting that “all 
the measures were taken according to the law.”

It’s all very well that the government is for-
mulating and implementing policies according 
to the law, but what about the occasions when 
an executive or legislative decision appears to 
violate it? That determination falls to the courts, 
which tend to agree (at least partially) with the 
establishment’s position.

The best example is in the case of Sulu Sou’s 
suspension; a process riddled with illegal proce-
dures, according to the lawmaker and most legal 
professionals in Macau.

The courts’ reaction? It might not be according 
to the law, but it’s not our place to judge.

opinion
Our Desk
Daniel Beitler

south korea A 
prominent liberal South 
korean politician 
embroiled in a 
corruption scandal was 
found dead yesterday, 
police said, in what 
appeared to be one of 
the country’s highest-
profile suicides in recent 
years. More on p12

afghanistan 
gunmen opened fire 
on worshippers inside 
a mosque in eastern 
nangarhar province, 
killing four people, 
according to a provincial 
official.

lebanon’s army 
says eight people 
have been killed and 
41 others arrested in a 
raid in Brital, in eastern 
lebanon, to arrest a 
well-known drug dealer.

albania Prosecutors 
say they have seized 
property from the 
country’s former 
prosecutor general 
due to suspicions of 
corruption.

franCe’s interior 
minister has insisted 
that it wasn’t for him 
to inform judicial 
officials of violence by 
a presidential security 
aide against a May Day 
protester even though 
he was informed the 
following day.

Canada A man walked 
along a Toronto street 
firing a handgun into 
restaurants and cafes, 
shooting 14 people and 
killing two before dying 
after an exchange of 
gunfire with police. 
More on p14

brazil Far-right 
congressman Jair 
Bolsonaro formally 
announced his 
candidacy for Brazil’s 
presidential election, 
joining a race in which 
he is currently polling 
second after jailed ex-
President luis Inacio 
lula da Silva, who will 
likely be barred from 
running.

REsiDEnts fled their 
homes yesterday as a 

swift-moving fire blazed 
through a mountainous 
pine forest west of Athens 
and churned out smoke that 
turned the sky orange over 
the Greek capital.

The fire department said 
80 firefighters with 40 vehi-
cles were on the scene near 
the seaside settlement of 
Kineta, about 50 kilometers 
from Athens between the 
capital and Corinth, while 
seven water-dropping pla-
nes and four helicopters 
were helping from the air.

Authorities were sending 
17 firefighting vehicles from 

across Greece to bolster the 
forces already in the area.

Strong winds with gusts 
that were frequently chan-
ging direction are hampe-
ring firefighting efforts, au-
thorities said.

Three settlements in the 
area were being evacuated, 
while a nearly 20-kilome-
ter section on two highways 
linking the Peloponnese 
with central Greece was 
shut down to traffic.

Footage from the Greek 
TV station Skai showed 
flames inside yards, and 
burning at least one hou-
se. Some residents were 
using garden hoses to try to 

save their properties, while 
others escaped in cars and 
on mopeds.

It was not immediately 
clear how the fire started 
in the Geraneia mountains 
near Kineta.

High temperatures of up 
to 40 degrees Celsius have 
been predicted for Greece, 
and authorities have war-
ned that the risk of forest 
fires is high.

Forest fires are common 
in Greece during the hot, 
dry summers. The worst by 
far occurred in 2007, when 
large swaths of southern 
Greece burned, killing more 
than 60 people. AP

Residents flee forest 
fire near Greek 
capital of Athens

High diving. Diver Florid Gashi performs the winning jump from the Ura e Fshejte bridge during the 68th 
traditional annual high diving competition, near the town of Gjakova, Kosovo.
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