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limits to freedom 
of speech

end of permits to 
work in china

The New Macau 
Association is against the 
establishment of a “false 
social alarm” crime 

Beijing eliminated the need 
for residents from Taiwan 
and the SARs to apply for 
permission to work in China P5

rescuers 
struggle 
to recover 
quake’s dead

Malaysia Former 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak pleaded not 
guilty yesterday to three 
new money-laundering 
charges related to the 
alleged multibillion-
dollar looting of a state 
investment fund that led 
to his stunning electoral 
defeat three months ago. 
More on p13

PhiliPPines Soldiers 
killed two bomb 
couriers at an army 
checkpoint yesterday 
before the suspected 
Muslim militants could 
detonate the explosives 
in a crowded area in the 
restive south, military 
officials said. More on p12

MyanMar Hundreds 
of people yesterday 
commemorated the 30th 
anniversary of Myanmar’s 
8888 uprising, a seminal 
and ultimately bloody 
episode in the Southeast 
Asian nation’s struggle for 
democracy.

JaPan Okinawa Gov. 
Takeshi Onaga, who 
led an anti-U.S. military 
base movement on 
the southern Japanese 
island, has died at age 
67, Japanese media said.

australia’s most 
populous state was 
declared entirely in 
drought yesterday and 
struggling farmers were 
given new authority to 
shoot kangaroos that 
compete with livestock 
for sparse pasture during 
the most intense dry spell 
in more than 50 years. 
More on p13
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Gov’t will not abide by 
highest court ruling 

SUzANNe WATkiNSON, Alex CHeNG

Housing policies encourage Macau 
investors to look abroad, realtors say
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Homage to Bravo 
organized for Sat
Portuguese architect Vicente Bravo 
passed away on July 28 in Portugal, 
having lived in Macau for close to 
40 years. He was responsible for a 
number of important architectural 
works in Macau. To commemorate 
his contribution to local architecture 
development, Albergue SCM is 
organizing a homage to his life, 
titled “The Man and the Architect 
– Vicente Bravo.” It will be held on 
Saturday, August 11, at 3 p.m. at 
Albergue SCM.

Chui debates with 
lawmakers today 
Today’s Legislative Assembly 
plenary session, where Chief 
Executive Chui Sai On is due to 
answer lawmakers’ questions, will 
be broadcasted live on the television 
and radio channels of TDM, from 
3 p.m. The proceedings can also be 
accessed online via the websites of 
the Legislative Assembly, the MSAR 
government and the Government 
Information bureau, among others. 
Besides attending plenary sessions 
of the Assembly every year to deliver 
the Policy Address for the following 
fiscal year, the Chief Executive also 
attends two similar sessions each 
year.

Cultural program 
to foster residents’ 
sense of pride 
The Cultural Bureau (IC) 
has introduced a Cultural 
Communication Ambassador 
program to train local creative 
people and build their sense of pride 
in Macau’s local culture as well as 
Chinese culture. The ambassadors 
will be responsible for advancing the 
cultural communication between 
China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries, as well as in the Greater 
Bay Area. The program consists of a 
Seeds Project and a Spokespersons 
project. The former is relevant to 
all residents, whereas the latter is 
only targeted at residents aged 14 
and above.  The first phase of the 
program will take place this year, 
with the launching of a Mascot 
Design Competition. 

 
The 
government 
is not defying 
the court or 
disobeying the 
court ruling. 

Jorge MeNezes
Lawyer
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Daniel Beitler

The Macau SAR govern-
ment says it will not abi-

de by a ruling of the Court of 
Final Appeal that a construc-
tion tender be recalculated 
after officials committed a 
mathematical error. But first, 
the courts will have to agree.

Last month, the Court of 
Final Appeal ruled that the 
tender for the construction 
of a depot for the Light Rail 
Transit system needed to be 
reassessed, after one of the 
interested parties claimed 
that there had been an incor-
rect calculation of the com-
pany’s points performance in 
the bid.

The verdict followed a mon-
ths-long legal battle in which 
even Chief Executive Chui Sai 
On weighed in, arguing that 
the courts had no authority to 
intervene in the awarding of a 
contract, which was a purely 
administrative matter.

That intervention was re-
jected by the Court of Final 
Appeal, which found that 
the administrative entities 
behind the tender had no le-
gal basis to compel the courts 
to respect the government’s 
decision.

Referring to article 175 of 
Macau’s administrative code, 
the government now says 
that to abide by the ruling of 
the court would be detrimen-
tal to the public interest.

Article 175 states that the 
government is permitted to 
exempt itself from a court 
order “when there is abso-
lute and serious harm to the 
public interest in complying 
with the decision.”

Macau’s Transportation In-
frastructure Office noted in 
a statement that, “at present, 
more than 90 percent of [the] 
construction contract for [the 
LRT depot] is completed and 
what remains to be done con-
sists fundamentally of final 
adjustments, tests and ins-
pections.” 

“It is expected that this 
contract will be terminated 
before the end of this year,” 
and as such, “if the contract 
is re-awarded for the small 
part that has yet to be com-
pleted, the time needed for 
the administrative procedu-
res involved, for the mobi-
lization of personnel, ma-
chinery and equipment and 
for the transfer of work, will 
have a major impact […] on 
the installation of the Light 

Rail System in Taipa.”
“The government is not de-

fying the court or disobeying 
the court ruling,” local lawyer 
Jorge Menezes told the Times 
yesterday. “The government 
is making use of a faculty 
provided for by the law.”

“There are situations in whi-
ch it is lawful for the govern-
ment to claim that abiding by 
a court judgment would be hi-
ghly detrimental to the public 
interest,” he explained. “In 
those situations, if the court 
agrees with the government, 
[…] the company at stake can 
pursue compensation against 
the government.”

Another lawyer in Ma-

cau, who requested to speak 
anonymously, confirmed Me-
nezes’s interpretation. The 
lawyer told the Times that the 
decision is not unpreceden-
ted and that it is lawful provi-
ded that the courts accept the 
government’s interpretation 
that compliance would harm 
the public interest.

Nevertheless, it is possib-
le that the government will 
have to compensate the appe-
llant company out of its own 
coffers.

Menezes said that, shou-
ld the courts agree with the 
government’s interpretation, 
then the relevant parties may 
discuss compensation. Alter-
natively, if the courts order 
the government to abide by 
the judgment anyway, then 
the individual person respon-
sible will be fined per day of 
non-compliance.

“Either the Court of Second 
Instance will force the go-
vernment to comply with its 
January ruling (confirmed by 
the Court of Final Appeal) if 
it concludes that complying 
with the ruling would not be 
highly [harmful] to the public 
interest, or the parties will 
end up discussing compensa-
tion,” he said.

Abiding by court judgment would 
harm public interest, says gov’t
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Alex Cheng and Suzanne Watkinson

 
The new 
policies are 
going to 
encourage 
people to 
move money 
out of Macau.
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Local real estate 
agency Ambiente Pro-
perties was recently 
recognized at the UK- 

based International Property 
Awards, winning two awards 
for its property-related servi-
ces in Macau.

Managing director Suzan-
ne Watkinson said Ambien-
te was “thrilled” to have won 
the awards and described the 
international recognition as 
a watershed moment in the 
company’s history.

The awards come at an inte-
resting time for Macau’s real 
estate market. The chronic 
shortage of residential units 
in the city has been a major 
issue for the local government 
and a source of public dissa-
tisfaction for years. 

In the last 12 months, a num-
ber of policies have been im-
plemented to curb market 
speculation, disincentivize 
non-local purchases, em-
power tenants and punish de-
velopers who fail to meet their 
land concession obligations. 
There is also talk of residen-
ts of both Macau and Hong 
Kong looking to neighboring 
Guangdong Province for a so-
lution to the housing problem.

The Times sat down with 
Watkinson and the general 
manager of Ambiente Proper-
ties, Alex Cheng, to get their 
take on where the Macau pro-
perty market is heading next.

Macau Daily Times 
(MDT) - What are your 
thoughts on the future 
of Macau’s real estate 
market? are we going to 
return to peak prices any 
time soon?

Suzanne Watkinson 
(SW) - Property is all about 
supply and demand. So, when 
we talk about [future] pri-
ces, it really depends on how 
much supply is provided. […] 
The pipeline of supply is very 
restricted for the next five 
years, and so we foresee that, 
if there is not enough supply 
and if the locals keep their 
money in Macau and do not 
invest outside, then that will 
push prices up.

alex cheng (ac) - Since 
the presidency of Xi Jinping 
[began], there have been tight 
restrictions on Chinese capi-
tal and liquidity. The property 
market in Macau responded 
to that and prices fell. Now 
things are becoming more 
stable again, but we are not 

yet back to peak prices. The 
prices will also depend on 
the policies introduced by the 
Macau government. Certain 
taxes now imposed on addi-
tional properties in Macau 
are having a negative impact 
on the demand and that might 
affect the price.

MDT - The government 
has introduced several 
new measures to curb 
speculation in the real 
estate market. are these 
measures having the in-
tended effects?

SW – Over the last year, 
we have seen some interes-
ting developments, including 
new regulations to help first- 
time buyers up to the age of 

44. That has meant for us a 
tremendous turnover of the 
smaller properties below 
HKD8 million.

But I think the govern-
ment needs to be really care-
ful about how it implements 
[housing] policies, because 
it’s directly affecting the Ma-
cau people. The new policies 
are going to encourage people 
to move money out of Macau. 
Is that a good thing? I don’t 
think so. The 10 percent ex-
tra tax if you are not a Macau 
ID holder has also really im-
pacted the market and acted 
as a [disincentive] to outside 
investors. Also, the taxes on 
buying a second and third 
property has definitely de-
pressed the market. With ex-
tra stamp duty for second and 
third properties in Macau, lo-
cal investors are considering 
taking their hard-earned mo-
ney and putting it elsewhere.

MDT – how is the ren-
tal market affected by the 
new regulations?  

SW - We have clients who 
own multiple properties [in 
Macau] and because of the 
new regulations – where te-
nants have the right to stay 
for three years now instead 
of two – our clients said ‘pull 
them off the market, we want 
to sell them before that time.’ 

[…] The return on investment 
is so minimal compared to 
the capital value of the pro-
perty that many owners don’t 
want to go through the troub-
le of leasing their properties. 
So that’s fewer properties on 
the market to rent - and guess 
what? The rental prices go up.

MDT - Speaking of new 
laws and regulations, 
what is your take on the 
controversial Pearl hori-
zon project and the recla-
mation of idle plots?

ac - I used to work in the 
land department [of the go-
vernment] in Hong Kong and 
saw that it was quite common 
that when the land plot expi-
red before the development 
was complete, the government 
would extend the concession 
until the development was fi-
nished and they would charge 
a premium [to the developer] 
as a penalty. There are over 
1,000 individual buyers [in 
the Pearl Horizon case] and 
many have been paying mort-
gages for years. If the govern-
ment wants a stable situation, 
then one of the solutions for 
the government is to do the 
same as in Hong Kong; grant 
an extension and charge a pe-
nalty to the developer.

SW - That is in the case 
when the developer is legi-

timately building but they 
have just run out of time to 
complete. There are instan-
ces when the developer will 
just have the land and sit on 
it. They will consider that it 
is too expensive to develop 
the land now and will wait for 
[construction] costs to come 
down. We are not so involved 
on the developer level, but I 
do hear these stories that it 
is extremely difficult to get 
these approvals from the go-
vernment. First of all, you are 
approved that you can build 
for 40 storeys, and then the 
height is reduced. The goal-
posts keep changing and that 
makes it very difficult for the 
developer.

MDT - hengqin is beco-
ming a hub for local bu-
sinesses, but what is the 
potential for residential 
areas to form there? can 
a new supply of housing 
on the island impact local 
property prices?

ac - Right now, it is still 
too early for people [from 
Macau] to live in Hengqin. 
It might be another 10 to 15 
years before [Hengqin] is 
ready. You need to move peo-
ple into residential areas and 
that might take a few years. 
Then the commercial activity 
– like restaurants, shops and 
schools - will start a couple of 
years later.

SW - There may be demand 
for places outside of Macau, 
but that won’t necessarily im-
pact demand for residential 
units within the city. It’s like 
in Hong Kong; Central will 
always be central. Doing [real 
estate] business in Zhuhai is 
not yet simple. It’s really not 
ready yet. We have seen some 
other, bigger agencies being 
stung quite badly over there. 
You can’t forget that it’s China 
– so it’s Chinese regulations. 
We know people; one minute 
they own the property and part 
of the public areas, and then 
the next they don’t […] the 
changing of the rules makes it 
too [risky] to mess with clien-
ts’ money there. I wish that 
there were more clear policies 
on how to do business there. 
We need more clarity there in 
order to carry out work on the 
behalf of our clients.

MDT - Do you expect the 
hong Kong-Zhuhai-Ma-
cau Bridge to make living 
outside of the MSaR more 
attractive for locals?

SW – I honestly don’t think 
so. It will be great for the tou-
rists, but when we want to 
go to Hong Kong, we don’t 
want to go to Lantau and 
then onward […] we want to 
go straight to Central. The 
tragedy in my mind was that 
there is not going to be a 
train. That would really have 
given connectivity between 
the areas and that might have 
had an impact on the property 
market.

Q&A

Housing policies encourage 
Macau investors look abroad

AMBieNTe PROPeRTieS
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Football court 
planned at Coloane 
 
The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) is 
planning to build a second football court 
next to the first football court located 
at R. do Estaleiro in Coloane.  The IC 
recently met with the Advisory Council 
of Community Services of the Islands to 
introduce the latest updates regarding the 
Lai Chi Vun shipyards development plan 
and Coloane Archaeological work. With 
respect to the former, the IC claims that, 
as far as possible, it will not ask residents 
near Lai Chi Vun shipyards to leave 
the area once the government begins 
undertaking work at the site. 

Entrance age for 
internet cafes 
proposed to increase 
Liu Fengming, member of the Advisory 
Council of Community Services of 
the Islands, has suggested for the 
government to adopt a higher minimum 
age for those entering internet cafes. 
Currently, Macau’s law allows youth aged 
12 years old or above to enter internet 
cafes. Liu proposes that Macau should 
learn from its neighboring regions, 
which have regulated that minors 
aged below 18 years old are prevented 
from entering internet cafes.  In Liu’s 
opinion, juveniles are easily influenced 
by misleading online information, and 
they can quickly become addicted to the 
internet after visiting internet cafes, with 
this addiction then affecting their school 
performance. 
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dent Rodrigo Duterte 

is planning to cancel Lan-
ding International Develo-
pment’s USD1.5-billion pro-
posed casino resort in Ma-
nila, just one week after the 
Hong Kong-listed company 
was granted a provisional 
gaming permit from the 
country’s gaming regulator 
and only minutes after it 
broke ground on the project.

According to Reuters, a 
spokesperson for the gover-
nment said that the contract 
Landing initially signed had 
put the government at a di-
sadvantage because the ren-
tal payment was unaccepta-
ble.

“Sorry to burst your bubb-
le, people, but the president 
said that is grossly disad-
vantageous to the govern-
ment,” spokesman Harry 
Roque said, according to 
Reuters.

However, Landing said in 
a statement that it believes 
the firm remains a “valid 

leaseholder” and can conti-
nue developing the project 
“unless the lease contract 
is cancelled or nullified on 
solid legal grounds by the 
courts.”

The project is thought to 
include 155 gaming tables 
and 239 slot machines. It 
was slate to commence ope-

rations by 2022.
It is not the first time that 

gaming regulator PAGCOR 
and the Philippine president 
have issued contradictory 
statements regarding future 
casino developments.

In April this year, Duterte 
said he would establish the 
destination island of Bora-

cay as a land reform area on 
the basis of environmental 
concerns, effectively rejec-
ting a provisional USD500-
million casino project al-
ready green lighted by PA-
GCOR to partners Galaxy 
Entertainment Group and 
Philippine-based AB Leisu-
re Exponent.

GAMiNG

Duterte cancels second 
casino project this year
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62 percent of taxi 
infractions related to 
overcharging
The Public Security Police Force (PSP) 
recorded 528 taxi infractions during the 
month of July, according to a statement 
released by the PSP.  The infractions include 
329 cases (62 percent) of over-charging 
and 100 cases (19 percent) of taxi drivers 
who refused to accept passengers. The 
remaining 99 cases involved other kinds 
of infractions.  During that same period, 
the police recorded nine cases involving 
unauthorized taxis. A total of 399 taxi 
offences were detected in June. Over 300 of 
those offences were related to overcharging 
and drivers refusing to carry passengers.

New science council 
includes three new 
members 
The Chief Executive has appointed 19 
members to the Science and Technology 
Council for a two-years term that started 
yesterday. The list of new members of 
the council is as follows: Wang Yitao, Iao 
Seng Tong, Ho Sio Kam, U Seng Pan, Lee 
Koi Ian, Lu Hong, Lam Kam Seng, Chuck 
Chung Yin, Jiang Zhi-Hong, Duan Hongyi, 
Rui Paulo da Silva Martins, Kou Kam Fai, 
Zhang Keke, Zhang Shuguang, Chan Kuai 
Son, Ieong Man Un, Zheng Jiezhao, Liu Hei 
Wan and Hon Chi Ting. Zhang Keke, Chan 
Kuai Son, and Ieong Man Un are also newly 
appointed members. 
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said it has eliminated 
the need for Taiwane-
se citizens to apply for 

permission to work in China, 
in its latest effort to woo the is-
land’s skilled younger workers 
amid a diplomatic freeze.

The move is part of a package 
that aims to provide Taiwanese 
with treatment equal to that of 
Chinese in studying, starting 
businesses and employment, 
said the spokesman for the Ca-
binet’s Taiwan Affairs Office, 
Ma Xiaoguang.

The elimination of work 
permits was also extended to 
residents of Hong Kong and 
Macau, former British and 
Portuguese colonies that re-
verted to Chinese rule late last 
century. China is also anxious 
to win over young Hong Kon-
gers, many of whom see their 
city being dominated by the 
mainland economy while its 
civil liberties are under increa-
sing threat.

As the Times reported earlier 

this week, in a State Council 
meeting last month, Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang had alrea-
dy announced that the gover-
nment was set to eliminate 17 
administrative regulations that 
previously governed business 
development in a bid to facili-
tate economic integration.

On Friday, the State Council 
said: “Following the abolish-
ment, the Ministry of Human 
Resources and Social Security 
will introduce support measu-
res to further facilitate Hong 
Kong and Macau residents to 
work and start a business on 

the mainland.”
China hopes measures such 

as the elimination of work per-
mits will undercut support for 
the self-governing Taiwan’s 
President Tsai Ing-wen, whom 
Beijing loathes for her refu-
sal to endorse the notion that 
Taiwan is a part of China.

Beijing already offers prefe-
rential terms for talented you-
ng people from the high-tech 
island to work in cities such as 
Shanghai and Beijing, inclu-
ding reduced regulations and 
much larger potential markets 
than those available in Taiwan.

That’s the carrot to Beijing’s 
stick of ratcheting up Taiwan’s 
diplomatic isolation and ad-
vertising its threat to invade 
the island to bring it under 
Chinese rule.

Over recent weeks, China has 
forced international airlines to 
stop referring to Taiwan as a 
separate country on their we-
bsites. It also allegedly promp-
ted the Asian Olympic Commi-
ttee to withdraw the island’s ri-
ght to host a youth competition 
scheduled for next year in the 
central city of Taichung.

Taiwan is already excluded 
from the United Nations and 
other major international or-
ganizations, and China has 
been steadily peeling away the 
self-governing island’s dwin-
dling number of diplomatic 
partners through economic in-
ducements.

Meanwhile, Beijing has sent 
warplanes on patrols around 
the island and staged war ga-
mes on its side of the Taiwan 
Strait. MDT/Agencies 

China confirms end of work 
permits for Taiwanese, SARs

Pedestrians walk past market stalls in Taipei, Taiwan
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corporate bits
galaxy posts first half-year net revenue of usd28.1 billion Galaxy Entertainment 

Group yesterday reported the 
second quarter and half year 
results in 2018. 

The group’s 1H results pos-
ted net revenue of USD28.1 
billion, up 25 percent year- 
on-year, and generating Ad-
justed EBITDA of USD8.6 
billion, up 34 percent year- 
on- year. Net profit attributa-
ble to shareholders increased 
to USD7.2 billion. Galaxy Ma-
cau’s Adjusted EBITDA was 
USD6.5 billion, up 28 percent 
year-on-year. StarWorld Ma-
cau’s Adjusted EBITDA was 
USD2 billion, up 41 percent 
year-on-year. Broadway Ma-
cau’s Adjusted EBITDA was 
USD15 million versus USD7 
million in 1H 2017.

According to a statement 
issued yesterday by Galaxy 
Group. “during 1H 2018, 
GEG experienced bad luck 

on-quarter. Total electronic 
gross gaming revenue was 
USD1.2 billion, up 13% year- 
on-year.

Quoted in the statement, 
Lui Che Woo, chairman of 
GEG, said that on the de-
velopment front, the group 
“continued to move forward 
with its Cotai Phases 3 & 4, 
which will include approxima-
tely 4,500 hotel rooms, inclu-
ding family and premium high 
end rooms, significant MICE 
space, a 16,000-seat multi- 
purpose arena, food and be-
verage, retail and casinos, 
among others. Further, we 
are advancing the conceptual 
plans for our development 
in Hengqin for a low densi-
ty integrated resort that will 
complement our high energy 
resorts in Macau. The group 
has a clearly defined growth 
development pipeline.”

in its gaming operation, whi-
ch decreased its Adjusted 
EBITDA by approximately 
USD229 million.” Normali-
zed 1H 2018 Adjusted EBI-
TDA grew 38 percent year- 
on- year to USD8.9 billion.

The group’s total gross ga-
ming revenue on a manage-
ment basis 1 in 1H 2018 was 
USD34.3 billion, up 30 per-
cent year-on-year as total 
mass table gross gaming re-
venue was USD13.5 billion, 
up 18 percent year-on-year. 

VIP rolling chip volume 
was USD162.0 billion, up 29 
percent year-on-year during 
the first half of the year. This 
translated to gross gaming 
revenue of USD5.1 billion, 
up 33 percent year-on-year. 
Q2 gross gaming revenue 
was USD2.4 billion, up 15 
percent year-on-year and 
down 10 percent quarter- 

More illegal smokers prosecuted 

Julie Zhu

The New Macau Asso-
ciation (ANM) has cal-
led on the government 
to stop manipulating 

the media, following proposed 
changes to the Civil Protection 
Law, which is currently open for 
public consultation. ANM has 
emphasized the media’s civil res-
ponsibility to report on the go-
vernment’s exercise of authority. 

The bill includes the establish-
ment of a new crime of creating 
“false social alarm.”

Those who spread false rumors 
during crisis periods, such as 
catastrophes, accidents, disease 
outbreaks, or terrorist attacks, 
may be caught under the new 
regulation that imposes harsher 
penalties in addition to the ones 
currently established by the Ma-
cau Penal Code.

Under the proposed regula-
tion, the punishment would be 
increased from six months’ im-
prisonment to three years.

The task of contributing to 
“social harmony” and the enfor-
cement of these rules will also 
apply to the media, with the 
government addressing the “ad-
ded responsibility of support on 
the disclosure of information by 
media outlets” in the proposed 
change.

“No media should be respon-
sible to government. The media 
should only obey the law,” asso-
ciation member Sulu Sou said. 

The association believes that 
the media will only become the 
voice of the government if it re-
ports only on a specified range 
of topics regulated by the gover-
nment itself. 

Regarding the “false social 
alarm” crime, ANM considers it 
the government’s responsibility 
to release timely, open and cor-
rect information. 

“Most of the articles related to 
crimes in [any] laws involving 

freedom of speech have a dis-
claimer: to avoid letting the go-
vernment abuse the articles in 
order to prosecute the public,” 
said Sou, adding that “however, 
this draft does not have a dis-
claimer, and apparently the pro-
posal has not considered how to 
protect the freedom of speech.” 

The association calls for the 
government to clearly define the 
“social security matters” that 
will be within the scope of this 

law, and to clearly exclude de-
monstrations and incidents in 
which people exercise their civil 
rights.

In addition, Sou commented 
that “under the government’s 
arrangement, Macau is a very 
dangerous city.” 

“The media does not need the 
government to teach it how to 
do things,” said Sou. 

Regarding the heavy punish-
ment that the new bill proposes, 
Sou commented, “the public 
hopes that government officials 
can be accountable. [However, 
according to the proposal], the-
re will not be just a little bit of 
punishment [targeting] the pu-
blic.” 

Furthermore, ANM urges the 
government not to suppress 
freedom of speech. 

ANM urges gov’t to quit 
controlling freedom of speech

DuRing the first 
seven months of 

this year, the Health 
Bureau (SSM) inspec-
tors, together with the 
Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau, 
have conducted a to-
tal of 512 inspections 
in casinos. According 
to a statement released 
by SSM, the number of 
charges related to ille-
gal smokers increased 
111.4 percent year on 
year. 

The inspections re-
sulted in a total of 964 
prosecutions. The data 
indicates that 910 of 
the culprits (94.4 per-

cent of the total) were 
male and 54 were fema-
le. Around 88 percent 
of them were tourists, 
11.8 percent were Ma-
cau residents, and 0.1 
percent were non-resi-
dent workers. 

During the same pe-
riod, SSM carried out 
a total of 208,373 ins-
pections, representing 
a daily average of 983 
inspections. 

The inspections resul-
ted in a total of 3,196 
charges, including 3,185 

cases of illegal smoking, 
seven cases of illegal la-
beling of tobacco pro-
ducts, and four cases of 
illegal sales of tobacco 
products.

The number of people 
who have been accused 
of illegally smoking de-
creased 29.1 percent to 
1,309, of which 1,065 
(93.1 percent) were 
male, 220 (6.9 percent) 
were female, 2,025 
(63.6 percent) were 
tourists, 1,065 (33.4 
percent) were Macau 

residents, and 95 (3 
percent) were non-resi-
dent workers. 

In 88 cases, police as-
sistance was required, 
with officers being cal-
led to the scene. 

Most of the incidents 
(964) were detected in 
casinos, 402 in parks, 
gardens and recreation 
areas and 304 in bus 
and taxi stands. 

According to the SSM, 
82.8 percent of the 
smokers have already 
paid their fines. 

 
The media 
does not need 
the government 
to teach it how 
to do things.
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Wynn Resorts adds former 
Deutsche Bank CEO to board
Casino operator Wynn Resorts has appointed its 
current CEO and the former CEO of Deutsche 
Bank to its board of directors. The Las Vegas-based 
company announced the appointments Tuesday. 
The addition of Wynn Resorts CEO Matt Maddox 
and former Deutsche Bank executive Richard Byrne 
brings the number of board members to 11. The 
company’s board has been overhauled since founder 
Steve Wynn resigned as chairman and CEO in 
February after sexual misconduct allegations against 
him first surfaced. He has denied the accusations. 
The announcement came a day after the company 
disclosed that casino industry veteran Phil Satre has 
been named board vice chairman and will become 
chairman by Dec. 31. Maddox joined the casino 
operator when it was founded in 2002. Byrne is the 
president of Benefit Street Partners.

Disney says its new streaming 
service won’t rival Netflix
Disney’s upcoming streaming service won’t try to 
compete directly with Netflix and Amazon, but 
will focus instead on quality — namely original 
programs from Disney’s “Star Wars,” Pixar and 
Marvel brands. The details from Disney CEO Bob 
Iger came as Disney reported a growth in earnings 
for the latest quarter, though results missed 
expectations. With Comcast out of the bidding 
war, Disney is planning to move forward with its 
USD71.3 billion purchase of Fox’s entertainment 
assets, in part to boost a Disney-branded streaming 
service set to launch in late 2019. Disney’s 
shareholders and U.S. regulators have approved 
the Fox bid. Disney is awaiting regulatory approval 
overseas.
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The 2018 selloff in cryp-
tocurrencies plumbed 

new depths yesterday after 
the U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission dented 
enthusiasts’ hopes for a Van 
Eck exchange-traded fund 
backed by Bitcoin.

A broad selloff in coins of 
all sizes reduced the market 
value of virtual currencies 
tracked by Coinmarket-
cap.com to about USD230 
billion, the lowest level sin-
ce November. Digital assets 
have now lost about $600 
billion since crypto-mania 
peaked in January, equi-
valent to erasing the entire 
market value of Visa Inc. 
twice over. (Shares of the 
payments processor are 
trading near a record high.)

The SEC postponed its de-
cision on whether to appro-
ve the Bitcoin ETF, dealing 
a blow to bulls who had bet 
a green light from the re-
gulator would help sustain 

last month’s tenuous rally. 
Optimists are counting on 
the wider adoption of cryp-
tocurrencies to support 
prices, but regulators and 
many institutional inves-
tors have remained wary 
amid concerns over securi-
ty and market manipula-
tion.

Bitcoin dropped 5.6 per-
cent to $6,484 as of 8:19 
a.m. in New York, after 
earlier falling as much as 7 
percent. It’s down 55 per-
cent this year, according 

to Bloomberg composite 
pricing. Ripple slumped 10 
percent while Ether and Li-
tecoin sank at least 4.7 per-
cent. All but two of the 100 
biggest virtual currencies 
tracked by Coinmarketcap.
com slumped over the past 
24 hours.

The SEC now has until 
Sept. 30 to “approve or 
disapprove, or institute 
proceedings to determine 
whether to disapprove” a 
proposed rule change from 
Cboe Global Markets Inc. 

that would allow the listing 
of an ETF from VanEck As-
sociates Corp. and SolidX 
Partners Inc., the regula-
tor said in a statement. An 
initial deadline was due to 
expire next week.

The regulator denied an 
exchange’s request to list a 
similar fund run by Tyler 
and Cameron Winklevoss 
late last month. Some had 
argued that VanEck’s pro-
posal was more likely to 
gain approval thanks in 
part to plans for a high 
minimum share price that 
would discourage retail in-
vestors. The SEC received 
more than 1,300 comments 
on the proposed rule chan-
ge as of Aug. 6, it said.

News hasn’t been all ne-
gative this week for digital 
currencies and their accep-
tance by Wall Street. Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc. is 
considering a plan to offer 
custody for crypto funds, 
people with knowledge of 
the matter said. Bloomberg

Crypto’s USD600 billion 
crash hits a new low
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 even by 
Samsung’s 
standard, the 
size of the 
investment 
announced 
yesterday was 
huge

Samsung plans USD22 billion for 
artificial intelligence, autos

Shenzhen billionaire following 
his Stanford tech dream
Blake Schmidt

The idea came to him 
while lounging on the 

Stanford University lawn 
as an electrical engineering 
student: a flexible display 
that could be tucked away 
like a pen. “Big screens that 
we can roll up and put in 
our pocket,” said Bill Liu, 
35, founder of Shenzhen, 
China-based unicorn Royo-
le Corp.

Liu has been chasing that 
dream ever since, and after 
demonstrating the world’s 
thinnest flexible, full-co-
lor smartphone display in 
2014, he now has a long list 
of venture capitalists ba-
cking him.

Following a stint as a re-
search scientist at Interna-
tional Business Machines 
Corp. in New York, Liu mo-
ved to Shenzhen and foun-
ded Royole with two other 
engineers with Stanford 
backgrounds. Now in its 
sixth year, the startup was 

valued at USD5 billion in 
its latest Series E round of 
funding. Many of its 2,000 
employees are working to 
mass produce the displays 
at a Shenzhen production 
campus built with Royole’s 
cache of VC money.

Liu sees an opportunity to 
change one of the most fun-
damental human-machine 
interfaces of our time. By 
offering a solution to the 
conflict between visual ex-
perience and portability, he 
figures Royole can overhaul 
the devices by which most 
information is absorbed 
these days.

“People really want to see 
beautiful, high-resolution 
big screens, which is why 
TVs and theaters keep ge-
tting bigger,” he said “But 
it’s at conflict with portabi-
lity. If we can make some-
thing that combines both in 
one device, it can be ama-
zing.”

Company filings show 
Liu has about a 42 per-

cent stake of the company, 
giving him a $2.1 billion 
fortune, according to the 
Bloomberg Billionaires In-
dex. Co-founders Peng Wei 
and Xiaojun Yu, who also 
studied at Stanford, have 
smaller stakes.

Royole’s line of products 
include 3-D mobile thea-
ters, “wearable” flex dis-
plays and a smart writing 
pad, which it sells on Ama-
zon.com, JD.com and fla-
gship stores in China, the 
U.S. and Europe. But its 
main source of revenue is 
business-to-business sales 
of its technology solutions, 
such as a lamp by China’s 
Opple Lighting Co., which 
can be adjusted with touch 
technology built into the 
stand.

Liu said he’s working on 
potential deals with smar-
tphone makers and vehicle 
companies interested in 
Royole’s curved dashboard. 
A partnership with Chi-
nese athletic goods maker 

Li-Ning is also in the works.
Flexible displays inclu-

ding the curved design 
used by Samsung Electro-
nics Co. account for about 
a third of total smartpho-
ne display shipments, said 
Jerry Kang, an IHS Markit 
analyst. He said the techno-
logy will have a majority of 
the market by 2022, when 
shipments of smartpho-
ne displays are expected 
to have tripled. “Mobile 
brands will try to make 
their products with larger 
screens in a more conve-
nient way,” he said.

Royole isn’t the only game 
in town or even the biggest. 
BOE Technology Group 
Co.’s flexible AMOLED 
display production line in 
Chengdu, China, began 
running May 11, the com-
pany said on its WeChat ac-
count. Total investment for 
the line is 46.5 billion yuan 
($6.8 billion).

Royole’s investors include 
Knight Capital, IDG Capi-

tal, Poly Capital Manage-
ment, AMTD Group, the 
funds of Chinese tycoon Xie 
Zhikun and the venture ca-
pital arm of the Shenzhen 
government.

Liu is one among a 
growing number of Chinese 
billionaires including biote-
ch tycoons Lou Jing and 
Frank Zhang who earned 
degrees in the U.S. before 
returning to the homeland 
to do business.

After years of struggling 
to stop the outward mi-
gration, the government is 
making headway in luring 
foreign-educated Chinese 
back home. The Center for 
China and Globalization, 
which publishes a list of the 
top 50 returnees based on 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship, called the wave 
the largest since China’s 

civil war ended in 1949. 
Chinese state media lauded 
the movement as a “reverse 
brain drain.”

Liu said he’s found inspi-
ration in Shenzhen entre-
preneurs such as Huawei 
Technologies Co.’s founder 
Ren Zhengfei, as well as 
those with roots in Silicon 
Valley. He recently met 
Apple Inc. co-founder Ste-
ve Wozniak on a panel near 
Shenzhen, where the U.S. 
company is planning a re-
search and development 
center.

“Steve Jobs was a great 
entrepreneur,” he said 
of Apple’s late chairman. 
“But I don’t want to be 
any one of them. Everyo-
ne’s different. What really 
matters is to digest the 
spirit from other great 
people.” Bloomberg

Youkyung Lee, Seoul

SaMSung Electronics 
plans to spend a who-
pping USD22 billion over 
the next three years on 

artificial intelligence, auto com-
ponents and other future busi-
nesses as the company maps out 
its strategy under the restored 
leadership of Vice Chairman Lee 
Jae-yong after he was freed from 
prison.

The announcement yesterday 
by South Korea’s biggest busi-
ness group was welcome news, 
coming at a time of deepening 
unease over slowing growth in 
Asia’s fourth largest economy. 
It also highlights that South Ko-
rea’s decades-old reliance on big 
businesses for jobs and invest-
ments is unlikely to end anyti-
me soon since the country lacks 
a strong pool of small and me-
dium-sized companies found in 
Japan or Germany.

Samsung said it will spend the 
sum, amounting to 25 trillion 
won, on hiring artificial intelli-
gence researchers in about 1,000 
artificial intelligence centers 
around the world, on ensuring 
it will be a global player in next 
generation telecoms technology 
called 5G and on deepening its 
involvement in electronic com-
ponents for future cars.

“Samsung expects innovations 
powered by AI technology will 
drive the industry’s transforma-
tion, while the next-generation 
5G telecommunications tech-
nology will create new oppor-
tunities in autonomous driving, 
the Internet of Things (IoT) and 
robotics,” the company said in a 

statement.
Some of the funding will go 

to Samsung’s biopharmaceu-
tical businesses. Samsung has 
been beefing up its contract 
drug making operations to help 
counter a potential decline in its 
mainstay electronics businesses.

South Korea relies heavily on 
Samsung and its affiliated com-
panies for investment and jobs, 
even after a corruption scandal 
that resulted in Lee’s conviction 
for bribery. Lee was freed after 
nearly a year in jail but former 
President Park Geun-hye and a 
close associate remain impriso-
ned for bribery and other char-
ges.

Lee kept a low profile after his 
release in February but has been 
emerging in his public role in 
recent weeks. The most notable 
appearance was in India, where 
Lee met with President Moon 
Jae-in and Samsung announced 
plans to expand its smartphone 
production there.

Including the latest plan, spen-
ding by Samsung Electronics 
and its affiliates on research and 
development and capital expen-
ditures over the next three years 
will amount to 180 trillion won 
($161 billion), Samsung said. Of 
that total, 130 trillion won will 
stay in South Korea, the com-
pany said. The rest will likely be 

distributed to China, Vietnam 
and other production lines over-
seas.

Samsung also said yesterday 
that it plans to create 20,000 
more jobs over the next three 
years, on top of a previously an-
nounced 20,000 new jobs. The 
new investment is expected to 
indirectly lead to about 700,000 
jobs in related industries and 
businesses in South Korea, Sam-
sung said without giving a time 
frame.

No company in South Korea 
can match Samsung’s scale in 
investment or job creation. But 
even by Samsung’s standard, the 
size of the investment announ-
ced yesterday was huge. In 2010, 
under the leadership of Lee’s fa-

ther, Lee Kun-hee, who was then 
in charge of the group, Sam-
sung had said it would spend 23 
trillion won over the following 10 
years on future businesses.

South Korean voters weary of 
scandals and critical of big bu-
sinesses like Samsung elected 
President Moon to replace Park 
after she was ousted.

Moon pledged to reform ou-
tdated practices and abuses in 
politics and in business and 
appointed a critic of big conglo-
merates, known as “chaebols,” 
to lead South Korea’s fair-trade 
commission.

Such moves raised hopes for 
change, but more than a year 
after taking office Moon’s ad-
ministration is facing mounting 
criticism over its handling of the 
economy. Youth unemployment 
rates are at historic highs and 
exports, apart from the booming 
memory chip sector, have been 
slow to recover. Moon’s appro-
val rates have fallen to around 
60 percent for the first time, the 
lowest level since he took office.

Samsung’s investment annou-
ncement came two days after 
the finance minister visited a 
Samsung computer chip factory, 
where he touted Samsung’s im-
portance in South Korea’s eco-
nomy. AP

Bill Liu
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China’S exports to the 
United States rose by dou-

ble digits in July, shrugging 
off President Donald Trump’s 
tariff hikes in a fight over tech-
nology policy.

Sales to China’s biggest ex-
port market defied forecasts 
they might slump after mer-
chants rushed to fill orders be-
fore Washington imposed tra-
de penalties July 6, customs 
data showed yesterday.

Exports to the United States 
rose 13.3 percent over a year 
earlier to USD41.5 billion. 
That was off slightly from Ju-
ne’s 13.6 percent rate but still 
stronger than China’s global 
export growth.

“Today’s trade data don’t 
show any significant impact 
from the first round of U.S. 
tariffs,” said Julian Evans-Pri-
tchard of Capital Economics 
in a report.

Global exports rose 12.2 per-
cent to $215.5 billion, accele-
rating from June’s 11.3 per-
cent growth. Imports surged 
27.3 percent to $187.5 billion, 
up from the previous month’s 
14.1 percent.

The politically volatile sur-
plus with the United States 
expanded by 11 percent to $28 
billion.

Beijing has warned expor-
ters face “rising instabilities” 
after Washington slapped 25 
percent duties on $34 billion 
of Chinese goods in response 
to complaints the communist 
government steals or pressu-
res foreign companies to hand 
over technology. China reta-
liated with higher duties on a 
similar amount of American 
goods.

On Tuesday, the Trump ad-
ministration announced it 
would go ahead with previou-
sly announced 25 percent tari-
ffs on an additional $16 billion 
of Chinese imports. There was 
no immediate response from 
Beijing.

Washington also has threa-
tened possible penalties on 
a $200 billion list of Chinese 
goods. Beijing says it is ready 
to retaliate against $60 billion 
of American imports.

Exports to the rest of the 
world may have been helped 
by a weaker Chinese curren-
cy. The yuan has declined by 
8 percent this year against the 
dollar and by about 4 percent 
against a basket of global cur-
rencies.

The conflict with Washin-
gton, coupled with weake-
ning global demand, adds to 
challenges for Beijing as eco-
nomic growth falls off after 
regulators tightened controls 
on bank lending to rein in sur-
ging debt.

The unusually strong July 
import figures reflected hi-
gher prices, according to 
Evans-Pritchard. He said the 
amount of goods China im-
ported in July appeared to 
have risen about 3.7 percent 
over a year earlier, reversing 
a 4.8 percent decline the pre-
vious month.

“We expect export growth 
to cool in the coming mon-
ths, though this will primarily 
reflect softer global growth 
rather than U.S. tariffs,” said 
Evans-Pritchard.

“Import growth is likely to 
slow as domestic headwinds 
continue to weigh on econo-
mic activity.”

China’s global trade surplus 
narrowed by 40 percent from 
a year earlier to $28 billion. 
The trade gap with the 28-na-
tion European Union con-
tracted by 8 percent to $11.2 
billion.

China is running out of Ame-
rican goods for retaliatory ta-
riffs due to their lopsided tra-
de balance.

Last year’s imports from the 
United States totaled about 
$130 billion. That leaves about 
$20 billion for penalty tariffs 
after increases either impo-
sed or threatened on a total of 
$110 billion of U.S. goods are 
counted.

Beijing has stepped up effor-
ts, so far without success, to 
recruit governments including 
Germany and France as allies. 
They criticize Trump’s tacti-
cs but share U.S. complaints 
about Chinese industrial poli-
cy and market barriers. AP

July exports 
accelerate despite 
Trump’s tariff hike

Paul Wiseman, Washington

A lReaDy threa-
tened by escala-
ting U.S. taxes on 
its goods, China is 

about to find it much harder 
to invest in U.S. companies 
or to buy American tech-
nology in such cutting-ed-
ge areas as robotics, artifi-
cial intelligence and virtual 
reality.

President Donald Trump 
is expected as early as this 
week to sign legislation to ti-
ghten the U.S. government’s 
scrutiny of foreign invest-
ments and exports of sensiti-
ve technology.

The law, which Congress 
passed in a rare show of uni-
ty among Republicans and 
Democrats, doesn’t single 
out China. But there’s no 
doubt the intended target is 
Beijing. The Trump admi-
nistration has accused China 
of using predatory tactics to 
steal American technology.

“As a policy signal, it speaks 
with a very loud voice,” said 
Harry Clark, head of the in-
ternational trade practice at 
the law firm Orrick. “Lea-
ding decision makers and 
Congress are very concerned 
about technology transfer to 
China.”

The Trump administration 
has already imposed tariffs 
on USD34 billion in Chinese 
exports, is preparing taxes 
on a further $16 billion and 
has threatened to target an 
additional $200 billion of 
Beijing’s exports and maybe 
still more.

As part of the same puniti-
ve campaign, Trump had ini-
tially ordered the Treasury 
Department to draft invest-
ment restrictions aimed spe-
cifically at China. But in late 
June, Trump decided instead 
to back Congress’ effort to 
tighten existing investment 
restrictions and export con-
trols on all countries, rather 
than China alone.

The new law strengthens re-
views of foreign investment 
by the existing Committee 
on Foreign Investment in 
the United States, or CFIUS, 
which is led by Treasury Se-

cretary Steven Mnuchin. The 
committee can now review 
any investments that grant 
foreigners access to a U.S. 
company’s high-tech trade 
secrets. Before the change, 
such reviews were done only 
when a foreigner gained con-
trol of a company.

The new law also gives the 
committee oversight of real 

estate deals that are deemed 
to pose a national security 
risk by putting foreigners in 
“close proximity” to gover-
nment offices and military 
bases. The legislation will 
also crack down on deals that 
appear structured to evade 
such oversight.

Congress is also directing 
the committee to go beyond 

Six people have 
been imprisoned 

for up to four years for 
their part in a scheme 
to cheat on China’s na-
tional graduate school 
exam, state media re-
ported yesterday.

Exam takers were 
provided with wire-
less transmitters and 
receivers and told to 
read the questions out 

loud, according to the 
reports. Researchers 
off-site would then 
find the answers in 
textbooks and read 
them to the test takers 
through their recei-
vers.

Among those sen-
tenced Tuesday were 
two exam takers who 
helped recruit clien-
ts. It wasn’t clear how 

much the cheaters 
paid for the service or 
what punishment they 
received, although 
permanent disqualifi-
cation from the exams 
is the usual sanction 
in such cases.

The six defendan-
ts were sentenced to 
between 20 months 
and four years and 
fined up to 40,000 

yuan (USD5,900). 
They could have fa-
ced as much as seven 
years in prison under 
a 2015 amendment to 
the law.

Exam scores make 
up the overwhelming 
preponderance of cri-
teria for acceptance 
in the Chinese educa-
tion system from early 
education onward.

TRAde WAR

US to impose tighter curbs on China’s tech investment

Court sentences six in graduate 
exam cheating scheme
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 The law, 
which 
Congress 
passed in a rare 
show of unity, 
doesn’t single 
out China. But 
the intended 
target is Beijing

specific cases to identify pa-
tterns in foreign investment 
— if, for example, Chinese 
companies are acquiring a 
specific technology — and 
to work with U.S. allies that 
share its concerns about Bei-
jing’s high-tech ambitions.

“Treasury can now share 
information,” said Rod Hun-
ter, a partner at the Baker 

McKenzie law firm  and a 
former White House econo-
mic adviser. “They used to 
have to do all kinds of back-
flips and workarounds with 
allied governments to deal 
with this sort of issue.”

The new law also streng-
thens the Commerce Depart-
ment’s oversight of high-tech 
exports. Government agen-

cies will identify sensitive 
“emerging and foundatio-
nal technologies” that will 
be subject to tougher export 
controls.

Hunter said he thought the 
stricter oversight of high-te-
ch exports could potentially 
impose a bigger impact on 
China than the tariffs the 
Trump administration has 

imposed on Beijing’s exports 
to the United States.

Still, the new measures cou-
ld burden U.S. companies 
that will find it harder to at-
tract Chinese investment or 
to share with Chinese part-
ners or customers technolo-
gy that the U.S. government 
might deem sensitive.

“It could be that we’re 
pushing American tech fir-
ms out of China,” said Derek 
Scissors, China specialist at 
the conservative American 
Enterprise Institute.

The crackdown reflects a 
sharp reversal in U.S. attitu-
des toward Chinese invest-
ment. From virtually nothing 
in 2000, Chinese direct in-
vestment in the United Sta-
tes (including new plants 
and offices and acquisitions 
of American companies) rea-
ched a record $46 billion in 
2016, according to the Rho-
dium Group research firm.

Chinese investors sank mo-
ney into U.S. companies in-
volved in artificial intelligen-
ce, robotics and blockchain 
technology, which is used 
to do business in cryptocur-
rencies. U.S. policymakers 
began to worry about what 
the Chinese were up to, espe-
cially after leaders in Beijing 
made their ambitions clear: 
They intend to nurture ho-
megrown Chinese companies 

that will contend for global 
dominance in such fields as 
electric cars, robotics and 
medical devices.

In March, the Office of the 
U.S. Trade Representative 
reported that Chinese inves-
tors were using money pro-
vided by Beijing to outbid 
private companies and pay 
above-market rates for tech-
nology and talent. And last 
year, a Defense Department 
report sounded the alarm 
about China obtaining tech-
nology that could have mili-
tary uses.

“The line demarcating pro-
ducts designed and used for 
commercial versus military 
purposes is blurring,” said 
the report from the Penta-
gon’s Defense Innovation 
Unit Experimental.

It noted that virtual-reali-
ty gaming was becoming as 
sophisticated as what the ar-
med forces use for battlefield 
simulations and that facial 
recognition technology used 
in social media can track ter-
rorists.

Even before the new law, 
U.S. reviews of Chinese in-
vestments were becoming 
stricter. In January, the go-
vernment effectively blo-
cked the acquisition of the 
Dallas-based money trans-
fer service MoneyGram by 
the Chinese firm Ant Finan-
cial. Its concern was that the 
deal would give China access 
to the financial records of 
millions of Americans, in-
cluding members of the mi-
litary.

The result has been a dee-
pfreeze in direct Chinese 
investment in the United 
States: It tumbled 36 per-
cent last year to $29 billion. 
In the first half of this year, 
such investment dropped 
to its lowest level in seven 
years — $1.8 billion — down 
90 percent from the first six 
months of 2017, according to 
Rhodium Group. AP

TRAde WAR

US to impose tighter curbs on China’s tech investment

Beijing orders recall from overseas 
as vaccine scandal churns

InveSTigaToRS in 
China have begun re-

calling defective vaccines 
produced by a Chinese 
drugmaker from domes-
tic and overseas markets, 
health authorities said.

Investigators found 
Changchun Changsheng 
Life Sciences Ltd. had 
blended expired fluids in 
its vaccines and falsified 
records from as early as 
April 2014, the National 
Health Commission said 
in a statement this week.

The names of the over-
seas countries were not 
given, but the recall in-

dicated the scandal gri-
pping China may have 
spread to foreign marke-
ts, dealing a potentially 
heavy blow to the reputa-
tion of China’s sprawling 
pharmaceutical sector.

The commission did not 
immediately respond to 
a fax yesterday seeking 
comment.

Regulators ordered 
a production halt last 
month, but public anger 

soared after documen-
ts leaked online showed 
regulators had found in-
consistencies in 2017 but 
failed to take immediate 
action.

President Xi Jinping and 
other top officials have 
reacted swiftly to contain 
outrage by condemning 
Changsheng and pledging 
improved regulation of 
food and medicine safe-
ty, two areas of perennial 

concern in China that 
could fuel anti-govern-
ment sentiment among 
the growing urban midd-
le class.

Regulators have lau-
nched nationwide spot 
checks on vaccine makers 
while the central gover-
nment has set up a pa-
nel of experts to review 
vaccine safety in China’s 
massive USD122 billion 
pharmaceutical industry. 

Changsheng was China’s 
second-largest rabies vac-
cine manufacturer before 
the scandal hit.

Police in northeast Chi-

na said last week they 
would seek the arrest of 
18 Changsheng executi-
ves, including chairwo-
man Gao Junfang. AP
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Rescuers struggle to recover 
quake’s dead, help the living

PHiliPPiNeS

Troops kill two suspected bomb couriers in south
PhiliPPine troops 

killed two bomb cou-
riers at an army che-
ckpoint yesterday before 
the suspected Muslim mi-
litants could detonate the 
explosives in a crowded 
area in the restive south, 
military officials said.

One of the two local mi-
litants opened fire at sol-
diers who flagged them 
down at a checkpoint yes-
terday, sparking a brief 
gunbattle in M’lang town 

in North Cotabato provin-
ce, said Brig. Cirilito Sobe-
jana.

Troops have been alerted 
to brace for possible reta-
liation by militants.

Police defused a bomb 
made from a 60 mm mor-
tar round that was carried 
by the two suspects along 
with a pistol and a cell-
phone, which was to be 
used to remotely detona-
te the explosive, Sobejana 
said.

The two belonged to 
Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters, one of a 
number of small armed 
groups aligned with the 
Islamic State group that 
have turned to bombings 
to project they’re still a 
force to reckon with amid 
battle setbacks, he said.

“They’re running low 
on logistics and ammu-
nition and cannot fight 
our troops face-to-face so 
they’re resorting to these 

IED emplacements to cau-
se a public alarm and send 
the message that they still 
exist,” Sobejana said by 
telephone.

Last week, a bomb-laden 
van driven by a suspec-
ted militant went off in a 
powerful blast that killed 
11 people, including a sol-
dier, five militiamen and 
the driver, in a brazen at-
tack near an army militia 
outpost in Lamitan city on 
southern Basilan island.

Militiamen, who had 
been alerted about possi-
ble bombings, stopped the 
van also at a checkpoint in 
Colonia village, where the 
bomb went off, military 
officials said.

The Islamic State group, 
through its media arm, 
claimed credit for the atta-
ck, saying the attacker was 
a Moroccan. It, however, 
inaccurately cited a much 
higher military death toll.

Government forces have 

been on alert in the sou-
th, scene of decades-long 
Muslim separatist unrest, 
after President Rodrigo 
Duterte signed a new au-
tonomy agreement last 
week with the biggest 
Muslim rebel group.

The peace deal has been 
opposed by much smaller 
but violent extremist 
bands like the Abu Sayyaf 
and others, which have as-
sociated themselves with 
the IS. AP

Todd Pitman, Tanjung

The rescue team had done 
everything it could to lo-

cate the body of the man, who 
had been killed instantly when 
a massive earthquake collap-
sed his home Sunday night on 
the Indonesian island of Lom-
bok.

They used hacksaws to cut a 
square into concrete wall. They 
used crowbars and dogs and a 
power drill. But by Tuesday af-
ternoon, with the unmistakab-
le stench of rotting flesh in the 
air, they were sweating and at 
their wits’ end. The body of 
60-year-old Abdul Malik, one 
of at least 130 people killed 
in the 7.0-magnitude quake, 
would have to stay under the 
rubble for a third day.

“It’s taking far too long,” 
said 50-year-old Masini, the 
victim’s brother-in-law who 
watched more than a dozen 
helmeted emergency workers 
in orange jumpsuits drill into 
a thick layer of concrete.

The tragic scene underscored 
the challenges Indonesia faces 
after this natural disaster. The 
quake shattered homes and li-
ves on this island, displacing 
more than 84,000 people, 
according to disaster agency 
spokesman Sutopo Purwo Nu-
groho.

At least 4,600 foreign and 
Indonesian tourists also have 
been evacuated from three 
smaller islands off Lombok’s 
coast so far, Nugroho said. 
The islets are renowned for 
their crystal clear waters that 
draw snorkelers and divers 
from all over the world.

But with not enough boats 
to evacuate tourists quickly 
and too few planes to fly them 
out of Lombok, many visitors 
were forced to wait for hours 
or camp on beaches and the 
floor of the international air-
port in Mataram.

On the winding roads 
running north from the air-
port, which lead to destroyed 
villages shadowed by tall palm 
trees, the disaster’s impact 
was evident. Villagers fearing 
aftershocks could be seen 
camped by the thousands un-

der makeshift blue tarpaulins 
held together with bamboo 
and sticks. Some held up sim-
ple cardboard signs begging 
for aid as ambulances and 
other vehicles raced by.

“We need food and water,” 
said one. “Please donate,” said 
another.

The international charity 
Oxfam said drinking water 
was scarce because of a recent 
spell of extremely dry weather 
in Lombok. Food, medical su-
pplies, tarps and clothes are 
also urgently needed, it said.

By late Tuesday, the govern-
ment appeared to be focused 
on finding bodies, and where-
ver possible, survivors.

Masini said his brother-in- 
law, Abdul Malik, who owned 
a small grocery store next to 
his home in Tanjung, was si-
tting in his living room with 
family when the catastrophe 
struck. Although his family 
managed to make it out, Abdul 
Malik was crushed by a thick 
concrete wall.

The rescuers are working 
“too slow,” Masini said. “They 
should be bringing in heavy 
equipment to speed this up.”

Aprintinus Titus, from the 
National Search and Rescue 
Agency, acknowledged they 
needed better tools. But he 
said “we will not give up until 
we pull him out of this rubble. 

We know how hard his family 
is suffering.”

A few kilometers up the road, 
rescuers earlier Tuesday pul-
led a single body from a pan-
caked pile of broken concrete 
and twisted rebar that once 
held together the multistory 
Jabal Nur Mosque, whose 
green dome had shattered and 
collapsed.

A 66-year-old village elder, 
Supardi, said a 6.4-magnitude 
quake that hit Lombok a week 
earlier had caused countless 
cracks in the mosque’s walls.

Those were going to be re-
paired, he said, but people 
were just getting over the first 
quake and more than half the 

village’s 1,500 people were 
sleeping outside.

Large earthquakes are often 
followed by less-powerful af-
tershocks. But “nobody expec-
ted a stronger quake would oc-
cur in such a short amount of 
time,” said Supardi, who said 
he was praying in the mosque 
when the tremor hit.

He described a roar that kno-
cked out the electricity and 
sent people fleeing outside. 
“It destroyed everything,” he 
said.

Indonesia is prone to earth-
quakes because of its location 
on the “Ring of Fire,” an arc 
of volcanoes and fault lines in 
the Pacific Basin. In Decem-
ber 2004, a massive magnitu-
de 9.1 earthquake off Sumatra 
triggered a tsunami that killed 
230,000 people in a dozen 
countries.

By Tuesday evening, the 
search effort at the mosque 
ended after dogs failed to find 
more bodies and no other fa-
milies reported missing loved 
ones there, said Anak Agung 
Alit Supartana, who heads the 
region’s Search and Rescue 
Agency office. There had been 
reports that dozens of people 
were killed at the site.

Supartana said two people 
had been found alive, along 
with three bodies. But the res-
cuers and heavy equipment 
were “very much needed el-
sewhere, so we decided to 
shift the operation” to other 
locations.

As it turned out, one was the 
crushed home of Masini’s bro-
ther-in-law. The teams and 
one excavator arrived after 
dark Tuesday to investigate. 
But officials said they would 
have to resume their search 
for the body there at first light 
yesterday. AP
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 100 percent 
of New South 
Wales’ land area 
of more than 
800,000 sqm was 
now in drought 

FoRMeR Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib 

Razak pleaded not guilty 
to three new money-lau-
ndering charges related 
to the alleged multi-
billion-dollar looting of 
a state investment fund 
that led to his stunning 
electoral defeat three 
months ago.

Dressed in a grey suit, 
Najib was calm and 
spoke softly as he ente-
red his plea in the High 
Court. He has previously 
accused Malaysia’s new 
government of seeking 
political vengeance and 
vowed to clear his name 
in his trial.

Najib, 65, had pleaded 
not guilty last month 
to abuse of power and 
three counts of criminal 
breach of trust.

All of the charges 
against him invol-
ve the transfer of 42 
million ringgit (USD10.3 

million) into his bank 
accounts from SRC In-
ternational, a former 
unit of the 1MDB fund 

that international inves-
tigators say was looted 
of billions by Najib’s as-
sociates.

Abuse of power and 
breach of trust carry a 
maximum penalty of 20 
years in prison for each 
count. Each money-lau-
ndering count carries a 
penalty of up to 15 years 
in prison and a fine of 
not less than five times 
the sum laundered.

Najib set up 1MDB 
when he took power 
in 2009 for the stated 
purpose of promoting 
economic development, 
but the fund amassed 
billions in debts and is 
being investigated in the 
U.S. and several other 
countries for alleged 
cross-border embezzle-
ment and money laun-

dering.
After leaked documen-

ts exposed the scandal, 
Najib sacked critics in 
his government, mu-
zzled the media and 
quashed investigations. 
Public anger led to the 
defeat of Najib’s long- 
ruling coalition in May 9 
elections and ushered in 
the first change of power 
since Malaysia gained 
independence from Bri-
tain in 1957.

The new government 
reopened the investi-
gations stifled under 
Najib’s rule and barred 
him and his wife from 
leaving the country. Po-
lice also seized jewelry 

and valuables valued 
at more than 1.1 billion 
ringgit ($270.2 million) 
from properties linked 
to Najib.

His case yesterday was 
heard by a new judge af-
ter the previous judge, 
who is the brother of a 
senior official in Najib’s 
Malay party, was trans-
ferred to another court.

Najib’s lawyer 
Muhammad Shafee Ab-
dullah questioned why 
the previous judge was 
suddenly transferred out 
even though there were 
no applications to remo-
ve him. Prosecutors said 
the transfer of judges 
was a normal procedure.

The court will resume 
Friday to hear a bid by 
Shafee for a gag order to 
bar the media from re-
porting on the merits of 
the case. The judge is ex-
pected to set trial dates 
then. AP

MAlAySiA

Ex-PM pleads not guilty to  
money laundering charges

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Najib Razak (center) arrives at the 
High Court of Malaya in Kuala Lumpur

PoP superstar Pink 
yesterday postponed 

a fourth Sydney show but 
vowed to be back on stage 
Saturday following a sto-
mach virus.

Her “Beautiful Trauma” 
world tour’s first concert 
in Sydney was scheduled 
for last Friday, but she 
canceled that show on 
doctor’s orders.

The 38-year-old battled 
through a Saturday night 
show.

Promoter Live Nation 
said Pink was admitted to 
a hospital on Sunday su-
ffering from dehydration 
and was discharged. But 
she was readmitted and 
diagnosed with a gastric 
virus hours before her 
Monday concert was due 
to begin.

She was discharged 
from the hospital the next 
day, but Tuesday night’s 
concert was canceled.

Pink said today’s concert 
would be the fourth and 
last cancellation.

“Our next show will be 
Saturday, and until then I 

will be drinking green tea 
and spending time with 
my kids,” Pink posted on 
Instagram.

“My sincere apologies to 
any of the ticket holders 
that this has affected,” she 
said.

Pink’s Australian tour is 
scheduled from July 4 to 
Aug. 26.

Live Nation later said 
Pink would return to Syd-
ney after the New Zealand 
leg of her tour to perform 
most of the postponed 
concerts. The new Sydney 
show dates are Aug. 24 
and Sept. 17-19.

“Thank you for your pa-
tience, compassion and 
support. I look forward to 
rocking out with all of you 
as we have done for many, 
many years,” Pink said.

She thanked her suppor-
ters as well as staff at in-
ner-city Saint Vincent’s 
Hospital for their care.

She last toured Australia 
in 2013, when she perfor-
med 46 shows as part of 
her “Truth About Love” 
world tour. AP

Rod McGuirk, Canberra

AuSTRalia’S most po-
pulous state was decla-
red entirely in drought 
yesterday and struggling 

farmers were given new authority to 
shoot kangaroos that compete with 
livestock for sparse pasture during 
the most intense dry spell in more 
than 50 years.

Much of Australia’s southeast is 
struggling with drought. But the 
drought conditions in New South 
Wales state this year have been the 
driest and most widespread since 
1965.

The state government said that 
100 percent of New South Wales’ 
land area of more than 800,000 
square kilometers was now in drou-
ght.

Primary Industries Minister Niall 
Blair said farmers were enduring 
one of the driest Southern Hemis-
phere winters on record.

“This is tough. There isn’t a person 
in the state that isn’t hoping to see 
some rain for our farmers and re-
gional communities,” Blair said in a 
statement.

Farm reservoirs have dried up and 
crops are failing.

State and federal governments are 
providing financial help, but not 
enough for many farmers.

With dry conditions forecast to 
continue for the next three mon-
ths, farmers had to decide whether 
to continue the expensive and la-
borious task of hand-feeding cattle 
and sheep or sell their livestock.

The state government yesterday 
also lifted the number of kangaroos 
that farmers are allowed to shoot 

and reduced bureaucratic red tape 
facing land holders applying for 
permission to shoot.

The requirement to tag dead kan-
garoos to keep a tally of the number 
shot across the state had been dis-
pensed with.

“Many farmers are taking livesto-
ck off their paddocks, only to then 
see kangaroos move in and take 
whatever is left,” Blair said.

“If we don’t manage this situation, 
we will start to see tens of thousands 
of kangaroos starving and suffering, 
ultimately leading to a major ani-

mal welfare crisis,” he added.
But Ray Borda, president of the 

Kangaroo Industries Association of 
Australia, which represents com-
mercial shooters who hunt kanga-
roos for meat and leather, raised 
animal welfare concerns about the 
regulation changes.

“Anybody on the land that will 
make a phone call to the Depart-
ment of Environment can get per-
mission to shoot almost whatever 
they want to shoot and it’s unau-
dited and unchecked and that’s 
our concern — animal welfare,” 
Borda told Australian Broadcas-
ting Corp.

The government would have been 
better off subsidizing professional 
shooters to reduce kangaroo num-
bers more humanely, he said.

“We see this as probably the worst 
possible outcome for the kangaroo, 
but I’ve got to emphasize we do un-
derstand the plight that farmers are 
in,” Borda said. AP

Pink cancels fourth 
Sydney show, vows to 
be on stage Saturday

AUSTRAliA

Most populous state 
entirely in drought

Australian PM Malcolm Turnbull (second right) looks at dry soil with farmers during a 
visit to a farm
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We have seen 
an increase in 
chatter related 
to iranian threat 
activity over the 
past several 
weeks.

PrIsCILLa MorIUCHI
CyBerseCUrITy eXPerT

Deb Riechmann, Washington

The U.S. is bracing for cybe-
rattacks Iran could launch 

in retaliation for the re-impo-
sition of sanctions this week 
by President Donald Trump, 
cybersecurity and intelligence 
experts say.

Concern over that cyber 
threat has been rising since 
May, when Trump pulled out 
of the 2015 nuclear deal, un-
der which the U.S. and other 
world powers eased economic 
sanctions in exchange for curbs 
on Iran’s nuclear program. The 
experts say the threat would in-
tensify following Washington’s 
move earlier this week to re- 
impose economic restrictions 
on Tehran.

“While we have no specific 
threats, we have seen an in-
crease in chatter related to 
Iranian threat activity over 
the past several weeks,” said 
Priscilla Moriuchi, director of 
strategic threat development at 
Recorded Future, a global real-
time cyber threat intelligence 
company. The Massachuset-
ts-based company predicted 
back in May that the U.S. with-
drawal from the nuclear agree-
ment would provoke a cyber 
response from the Iranian go-
vernment within two to four 
months.

U.S. intelligence agencies 
have singled out Iran as one of 
the main foreign cyber threa-
ts facing America, along with 
Russia, China and North Ko-
rea. A wave of attacks that U.S. 
authorities blamed on Iran 
between 2012 and 2014 targe-
ted banks and caused tens of 
millions of dollars in damage. 
They also targeted but failed to 
penetrate critical infrastructu-
re.

Iran denies using its cyber 
capabilities for offensive pur-
poses, and accuses the U.S. of 
targeting Iran. Several years 
ago, the top-secret Stuxnet 
computer virus destroyed cen-
trifuges involved in Iran’s con-
tested nuclear program. Stu-
xnet, which is widely believed 
to be an American and Israeli 
creation, caused thousands of 
centrifuges at Iran’s Natanz 
nuclear facility to spin themsel-
ves to destruction at the height 
of the West’s fears over Iran’s 
program.

“The United States has been 
the most aggressive country 
in the world in offensive cyber 
activity and publicly boas-
ted about attacking targets 
across the world,” said Alire-
za Miryousefi, spokesman for 
Iran’s diplomatic mission at 
the United Nations, contending 
that Iran’s cyber capabilities 
are “exclusively for defensive 
purposes.”

Gen. Qassem Soleimani, who 
heads the elite Quds Force of 
Iran’s hard-line paramilitary 
Revolutionary Guard, has sou-
nded more ominous, warning 
late last month about Iran’s ca-
pabilities in “asymmetric war,” 
a veiled reference to nontradi-

tional warfare that could inclu-
de cyber attacks.

The Trump administration 
says it re-imposed sanctions on 
Iran to prevent its aggression 
— denying it the funds it needs 
to finance terrorism, its missile 
program and forces in conflicts 
in Yemen and Syria.

The sanctions target U.S. 
dollar financial transactions, 
Iran’s automotive sector and 
the purchase of commercial 
planes and metals, including 
gold. Even stronger sanctions 
targeting Iran’s oil sector and 
central bank are to be re-im-
posed in early November. Eu-
ropean leaders have expressed 
deep regret about the U.S. ac-
tions. They hit Iran at a time 
when its unemployment is ri-
sing, the country’s currency 
has collapsed and demonstra-
tors are taking to the streets to 
protest social issues and labor 
unrest.

Norm Roule, former Iran ma-
nager for the office of the Di-
rector of National Intelligence, 
said he thinks Tehran will mus-
ter its cyber forces in response.

“I think there is a good chan-
ce Iran will use cyber, probably 
not an attack that is so destruc-
tive that it would fragment its 
remaining relationship with 
Europe, but I just don’t think 
the Iranians will think there is 
much cost to doing this,” Rou-

le said. “And it’s a good way to 
show their capacity to inflict 
economic cost against the Uni-
ted States.”

“Iran’s cyber activities against 
the world have been the most 
consequential, costly and ag-
gressive in the history of the 
internet, more so than Russia. 
[...] The Iranians are destructi-
ve cyber operators,” Roule said, 
adding that Iranian hackers 
have, at times, impersonated 
Israeli and Western cyber se-
curity firm websites to harvest 
log-in information.

The office of Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dan Coats 
declined to comment on the 
likelihood that Iran will answer 
the sanctions with cyber ope-
rations against the U.S. When 
the U.S. pulled out of the nu-
clear deal, the FBI issued a 
warning saying that hackers 
in Iran “could potentially use 
a range of computer network 
operations — from scanning 
networks for potential vulnera-
bilities to data-deletion attacks 
— against U.S.-based networks 
in response to the U.S. gover-
nment’s withdrawal” from the 
nuclear pact.

Accenture Security, a global 
consulting, managing and te-
chnology company, also war-
ned yesterday [Macau time] 
that the new sanctions would 
“likely to push that country to 

intensify state-sponsored cyber 
threat activities,” particularly if 
Iran fails to keep its European 
counterparts committed to the 
nuclear pact.

Josh Ray, the firm’s mana-
ging director for cyber defense, 
said it hasn’t seen any evidence 
that Iran has launched any new 
cyber operations, but he said 
Iran has the capability to do it 
and has historically operated in 
a retaliatory manner.

“This still remains a highly ca-
pable, espionage-related type 
threat,” Ray said. “Organiza-
tions need to take this threat 
seriously. They need to unders-
tand how their business could 
potentially be impacted.”

Recorded Future’s Moriuchi 

anticipated that businesses 
most at risk were those victi-
mized in Iranian cyberattacks 
between 2012 and 2014 — they 
include banks and financial 
services, government depart-
ments, critical infrastructure 
providers, and oil and energy.

Those cyberattacks cost near-
ly 50 financial institutions tens 
of millions of dollars. The re-
peated attacks disabled bank 
websites and kept hundreds of 
thousands of customers from 
accessing their online accoun-
ts. U.S. prosecutors indicted 
several Iranians, alleging they 
worked at the behest of the Ira-
nian government.

One defendant allegedly tar-
geted the computer systems of 
the Bowman Dam in Rye, New 
York. No access was gained, 
but prosecutors said the brea-
ch underscored the potential 
vulnerabilities of the nation’s 
critical infrastructure.

In March, the Justice Depart-
ment also announced charges 
against nine Iranians accused 
of working at the behest of the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps to steal large quantities 
of academic data from hun-
dreds of universities in the 
United States and abroad as 
well as email accounts belon-
ging to employees of gover-
nment agencies and private 
companies. AP

iNTelliGeNCe

US braces for possible 
cyberattacks after Iran sanctions

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 



thu 09.08.2018

ADVERTISEMENT廣告macau’s leading newspaper 15
 

th Anniversary

 



09.08.2018 thu

INFOTAINMENT 資訊／娛樂 www.macaudailytimes.com.mo16
 

th Anniversary

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
16:20
17:35
18:10
19:05
19:35
20:30
21:15
21:20
21:30
22:20
23:15
23:50
00:20
01:05

TDM News (repeated)   
News (rTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Portuguese Documentary
Maternity
Portugal Fashion
Portuguese serie
Main News, Financial & weather report   
Non-daily Portuguse News
Tech Tree
you, Me & the apocalipse
Brazilian soap opera
TDM News    
Macau Documentary
Main News, Financial & weather report (repeated)
rTPi Live

cinema

what’s ON ...

Beatles for BaBies
time:  3pm & 5pm (august 9-10, 2018)
           11am, 3pm & 5pm (august 11 & 12, 2018)   
Venue: grand auditorium, Macao Cultural Centre 
admission: MoP180 
organizer: Macao Cultural Centre
enquiries: (853) 2870 0699

marc chagall, light and colour in 
southern france
time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
until: august 26, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of art 
admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

sculpture – a Journey, exhiBition By 
antónio leça
time: 3pm-8pm (Mondays)
          12pm-8pm (Tuesdays to sundays)
until: october 21, 2018 
Venue: a2 gallery, albergue sCM 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2852 2550

Kamen rider exhiBition (macau)
time: 1pm-8pm daily (last entrance 7:30pm)
until: august 26, 2018 
Venue: 2/F exhibition Hall, Broadway Macau 
admission: MoP128, MoP180 (Tickets are 
available at Kong seng Ticketing service www.
macauticket.com)
enquiries: (853) 2855 5555

discoVer macau: museum of taipa and 
coloane history
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: rua Correia da silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8988 4000

this day in history

a Hawaii judge has ordered the eviction of the tenants 
of an oahu rental home that advertised naked parties and 
gained the ire of neighbors.

The judge sided with the property manager, citing lease 
violations, multiple disturbances and running a business out 
of the Nuuanu home, Hawaii News Now reported last week.

Neighbors have complained of the so-called Freedom 
House’s loud parties, like naked yoga, and a fire that con-
sumed a car. Neighbor David Brown said he frequently re-
ported the parties to police.

an attorney for property manager sakuma realty said the 
home operated as an illegal business, which advertised on-
line. The renters have denied that allegation.

“It’s just a website that I decided that I could have to have 
people come together,” tenant Brent Thomas said.

Tenant amy Highmoor said the property manager and 
neighbors are retaliating because of their alternative lifestyle 
and her complaints about the home’s condition.

“I’m a naturalist. This is my religion and I have a right to be 
nude,” Highmoor said. “I am not offensive.”

Lawyers for both sides will work out a moving date for the 
tenants.

 Offbeat
hawaii judge evicts oahu nudists 
from rental house

american forces have dropped an atomic bomb on 
Nagasaki - the second such attack on Japan in three 
days.

The bomb was dropped by parachute from an ame-
rican B29 Bomber at 1102 local time.

It exploded about 1,625 ft (500m) above the ground 
and is believed to have completely destroyed the city, 
which is situated on the western side of the Japanese 
island of Kyushu.

In a statement issued from guam, general Carl a 
spaatz, Commander of the Us strategic air Forces in 
the Pacific, said: “The second use of the atomic bomb 
occurred at noon, august 9, at Nagasaki.

“Crew members report good results. No further de-
tails will be available until the mission returns.”

american airmen flying many miles from Nagasaki 
have said smoke from fires in the city was rising 
50,000ft (15,240m).

Nagasaki is one of Japan’s most important ports pro-
viding vital access to and from shanghai.

Three days ago a similar device was dropped on the 
city of Hiroshima on Japan’s largest island, Honshu.

The extent of the damage caused to Hiroshima is 
not yet known but Japanese broadcasts indicate that 
“enormous devastation” has been done.

No reaction to the Nagasaki attack has yet been given 
by Japan but pressure is growing on the country to 
surrender. yesterday the Ussr joined forces with the 
allies and declared war on Japan.

The americans have also warned the Japanese peo-
ple that further attacks of a similar nature will be made 
unless they petition their emperor to surrender.

More than three million leaflets were dropped over 
the country today from american aeroplanes warning 
the Japanese people that more atomic weapons would 
be used “again and again” to destroy the country un-
less they ended the war forthwith.

 
courtesy BBc news

1945 atom bomb hits nagasaki

in context
About 30% of Nagasaki, including almost all the industrial dis-
trict was destroyed by the bomb and nearly 74,000 were killed 
and a similar number injured.
The bomb, nick-named “Fat Man” in a reference to Winston 
Churchill, measured just under 3.5m (11ft 4in) in length, 
had the power of 22 kilotons of TNT and weighed 4,050kg 
(9,000lbs).
The attacks on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were the first time 
atomic bombs had been used in warfare.
Residents of both cities are still suffering the physical and 
mental consequences of radiation to this day.
On 14 August Japan surrendered to the Allies.

cineteatro
06- 09 aug

doraeMon the Movie:
nobita’s treasure island
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
director: Kazuaki imai 
starring: wasabi Mizuta, Megumi ohara, yumi Kakazu 
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
duration: 109min 

inCredibles 2
room 1
9:30pm
director:  brad bird 
starring:  Craig t. nelson, holly hunter, sarah vowell 
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
duration: 118min

Mission iMPossible - fallout
room 2
2:30, 6:00, 9:00pm
room 3
4:30pm
director: Christopher McQuarrie
starring: tom Cruise,henry Cavill, simon Pegg
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 118min

ChristoPher robin
room 3
2:30, 7:30, 9:30pm
director: Marc forster
starring: ewan Mcgregor, hayley atwell, bronte Carmichael
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 147min
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aCross: 1- Feds; 5- engine; 10- greek peak; 14- rich supply; 15- Chew the 
scenery; 16- slay; 17- Jason’s ship; 18- Dirty looks; 19- ___ sow, so shall...; 20- 
Scientific recording of earthquakes; 23- Nine-digit ID; 24- Jewish month; 25- In and 
of ___; 29- woman doing Indian exercises; 31- skill; 32- spanish aunt; 33- Largeness 
of the skull; 37- Teri of “Tootsie”; 40- Not in; 41- Kitchen add-on?; 42- woman who 
rides horses; 47- arab instrument; 48- Bandleader Kyser; 49- assisting; 53- Irish 
tongue; 55- Darkness; 57- Bleat of a sheep; 58- Impresario; 61- Distinctive quality; 
64- Utah’s ___ Mountains; 65- Toward sunrise; 66- French summers; 67- Dole out; 
68- Hook’s helper; 69- Take a breather; 70- sierra ___; 71- Nicholas II was the last 
russian one;
 
down: 1- Like expressionless eyes; 2- To a greater extent; 3- Border; 4- revivalists; 
5- Tuneful; 6- Last greek letter; 7- It’s human; 8- other, in oaxaca; 9- Breathe; 10- 
green-lights; 11- Bro’s sibling; 12- Devious; 
13- Pub choice; 21- “give that ____ cigar!”; 
22- web address starter; 26- Coup d’___; 
27- Light air; 28- actress Dunaway; 
30- Nagy of Hungary; 31- entr’___; 34- 
actor Calhoun; 35- yes, to yves; 36- Pay 
attention to; 37- an earth sci.; 38- water 
color; 39- Kind of awakening; 43- Pelt; 44- 
Pertaining to the sense of touch; 45- give 
an account; 46- greek goddess of victory; 
50- Construction pieces; 51- sickness at 
the stomach; 52- Device for holding up a 
stocking; 54- Minimal; 55- ___ Park, NJ; 
56- writer sinclair; 59- Make angry; 60- 
Tree house; 61- ___ Lingus (Irish carrier); 
62- western Indian; 63- Hi-___; 

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS USEFUL TELEPHoNE NUMBERS

 ad

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – report 2822 0088
telephone – report 1000
electricity – report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

 

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
shanghai
wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
guangzhou
Hong Kong

WEATHER

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New york

Min Max Condition

China

world

10
22
20
16
25

clear
clear/drizzle

cloudy/moderate rain
overcast/moderate rain

drizzle/cloudy

24
19
25
23
27
12
23
26
16
27
27
27
26
26
26
27

30
27
32
32
38
21
32
34
23
35
35
37
36
31
35
32

24
32
25
18
32

cloudy
cloudy/drizzle

thundershower/cloudy
cloudy/clear

cloudy/shower
thundershower/shower

shower
drizzle

moderate rain
cloudy
cloudy
cloudy

clear
cloudy/clear

cloudy/thundershower
cloudy

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
There are days when you feel 
totally blocked. Like you just can’t 
do anything. This is not one of 
those days. Today you flex your 
muscles and loosen your tongue 
and stretch your imagination.

April 20-May 20
re you playing out an old wound 
with this new person? Are you 
still not sure you can trust another 
human being with your feelings? 
Think about it, anyway. Maybe 
there’s a better way.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You give a whole new meaning to 
the term ‘fresh idea.’ Your idea is so 
fresh it’s as if it never even heard of 
a refrigerator. Your idea is so fresh 
it’s like the refrigerator was never 
even invented. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Yep, your internal touchstone 
- the place you touch when you 
want to see how things are going, 
how you are feeling and whether 
or not the path you’ve chosen is 
the right one.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There are very few problems that 
come across your kitchen table that 
you can’t solve. No more OJ? Run 
to the store. All out of eggs? Call 
up whoever’s on their way over for 
breakfast.

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
What, you say? It’s ridiculous to say 
you care and then never pick up the 
phone or write an email or send an 
old-fashioned postcard? But don’t 
forget that other folks just aren’t as 
good at communicating as you are.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Life has you moving faster than 
a speeding bullet lately, hasn’t it? 
You’ve barely had time to catch your 
breath between leaping tall buildings 
and making quick wardrobe changes 
in telephone booths.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
The speed limit helps keep the 
roads safe - go too fast and the 
consequences may be dire. In life, 
too, there is an unwritten speed 
limit - and you’re coming close to 
exceeding it. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Go for it! You’ve been working 
really hard lately, and you’ve 
accomplished a whole heck of a 
lot. You’ve more than earned a 
morning off. Call in late and enjoy 
a leisurely breakfast.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Whether you’re a novelist or second 
in command in charge of deciding 
what text goes with what greeting-
card design, you’re used to working 
with words. Ditto if you’re a soccer 
coach or store manager.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t think too long or too hard, 
unless it’s a really gigantic thing 
that involves a lot of people other 
than yourself. Even so, now is the 
time for doing. Later, it will be time 
for reviewing.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If you started something a while 
back, it’s now well on its way. 
Whether you’ve been gardening 
or raising puppy dogs, or both, 
you’ve got results. The daisies are 
blooming. The litter is growing.

  Aquarius Pisces
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ATHleTiCS

Former world hurdles champion 
Bett killed in car crash at 28

FOOTBAll

No special treatment for Usain Bolt coach says
CenTRal Coast Mari-

ners coach Mick Mul-
vey says Usain Bolt will 
be treated as any other 
player when he joins the 
Australian A-League club 
this month on an “indefi-
nite” trial.

Mulvey will make the fi-
nal decision over whether 
Bolt is offered a contract 
as the Jamaican sprinting 
great pursues his long- 
held dream of playing 
professional football.

Mulvey told the Aus-
tralian Associated Press 
yesterday the eight-time 
Olympic champion wou-
ld start from scratch at 
the Mariners as he hasn’t 
viewed video from Bolt’s 

previous trials in Ger-
many, South Africa or 
Norway.

The Mariners coach said 
it is not out of the ordi-
nary for potential signin-
gs to be asked to train 
with the club for several 
weeks before being offe-
red a deal.

“It just happens to be 
that this is Usain Bolt,” he 
said. “I’ve spoken to him. 
His attitude towards this 
was deadly serious.

“If it was up to him he’d 
be coming in without any 
hoopla but that’s impossi-
ble for a person of his sta-
ture. I’m really happy and 
really looking forward to 
having him train with the 

club.”
Mulvey said he will jud-

ge Bolt purely on his per-
formance during his trial 
period.

“I’ve had three dozen 
guys coming in for trials. 
I haven’t had time to 
go and watch [video of] 
every player that’s come 
in for training,” he said. 
“I’m sure when he arrives 
he’ll give a good account 
for himself and we’ll see 
what happens from there. 
If it works, he will be offe-
red a contract.”

Mariners chief executive 
Shaun Mielekamp said he 
had contacted the clubs 
for which Bolt had trialed 
and received positive fee-

dback on his ability.
“We’ve heard that every 

time he’s been training 
with them he’s made 
dramatic improvemen-
ts while he was there,” 
Mielekamp said. “We will 
be looking for dramatic 
improvements.

“It’s hard to tell a lot of 
the time through the lens 
of a camera, both good 
and bad, so getting him 
on the ground and getting 
him with the boots on will 
be the most telling part.”

Mielekamp said it was 
possible Bolt could play 
for Central Coast in pre-
season matches ahead 
of the start in October of 
Australia’s A-League. AP

Mutwiri Mutuota & Gerald Imray, 
Nairobi

NicholaS Bett, a 
Kenyan runner who 
won the 2015 world 
championship tit-

le in the 400-meter hurdles, 
was killed in an early-mor-
ning car crash yesterday in the 
country’s famed high-altitude 
training region, police and his 
coach said. He was 28.

Bett had only just returned 
home this week from the Afri-
can championships in Nigeria.

Nandi county police 
commander Patrick Wamba-
ni said Bett was killed in the 
crash on the road between 
Eldoret and Kapsabet, two of 
Kenya’s best-known distan-
ce-running training towns in 
the Rift Valley region. He was 
born and lived in the region.

Bett was driving alone, Wam-
bani said.

Bett’s SUV hit bumps in a 
road and rolled, landing on its 
roof in a ditch, his coach, Vin-
cent Mumo, told The Associa-
ted Press. Mumo said the acci-
dent happened at about 6 a.m.

“I’m out of words,” Mumo 
said. “We thank god for his 
life.”

Mumo said Bett’s twin bro-
ther, Aron Koech, who is also 
an athlete, was “beyond grief.”

Bett was also the father of 
2-year-old twin boys.

His gold in the 400 hurdles at 
the 2015 world championships 
in Beijing was a breakthrough 
victory for Kenya, normally a 
powerhouse only in middle- 
and long-distance events.

The triumph from Lane 8 
was a big surprise as he be-
came the first Kenyan to win 
a major title in the event. It 
signaled that Kenya was ready 
to challenge in the shorter dis-
tances, too.

It was also a significant per-
sonal achievement for Bett, 
who was carrying a foot inju-
ry and ran through the pain. 

Since 2014, the injury had be-
come a permanent part of his 
career and he learned to deal 
with it.

His victory in Beijing was 
especially popular in Kenya, 
where Bett was known as a 
humble athlete from a simple, 
rural background, like many 
of Kenya’s distance-running 
champions.

The difference was Bett 
wasn’t a natural. Instead, he 
had to persevere to be suc-
cessful in a punishing event 
and one that isn’t popular in 

Kenya.
He may have been born in 

the Rift Valley, the heartland 
of Kenyan running, but he was 
initially a volleyball player be-
fore turning to track and field. 
He won the high jump at the 
national junior trials in 2010 
and also tried the 110-meter 
hurdles before finally settling 
on the 400 hurdles.

Even then, it didn’t come 
easy. He wasn’t the best hur-
dler and recalled missing 
“about five hurdles” in the 
world championship semifi-

nals before sneaking through 
to the final as one of the fas-
test losers.

He won the final in a Kenyan 
national record of 47.79 se-
conds.

“I was more shocked to run a 
time I never thought I would 
make in my life,” he said in an 
interview for his IAAF profile 
in 2016. “From there, my life 
changed. I have been able to 
do things for my family like 
building [a] house, buying a 
tractor.”

Julius Yego, who produced 

another major surprise at the 
same world championships to 
win the javelin gold for Kenya, 
wrote on Facebook: “Dark 
morning, horrifying news! 
Can’t believe it’s real but go 
rest with the angels Nicholas 
Bett!”

“I’m shocked beyond words!” 
Yego added. “My roommate 
in Beijing when we won gold 
together and it was just the 
other day we were in Nigeria.”

Bett also won bronze medals 
at the African championships 
in 2014 in the 400 hurdles 
and 4x400-meter relay.

“Bett earned the country 
great honors in his outstan-
ding victories,” Kenyan Presi-
dent Uhuru Kenyatta wrote on 
his official Twitter page. “My 
deepest sympathies and hear-
tfelt condolences to his family, 
relatives and friends.”

The IAAF said it was “dee-
ply saddened and shocked” by 
Bett’s death. Athletics Kenya 
said it sent condolences to Be-
tt’s family and would help or-
ganize the funeral.

“We are really mourning the 
loss,” Athletics Kenya presi-
dent Jackson Tuwei said. “He 
has done a lot for this country 
[...] he is still a young boy and 
we will really miss him.”

Bett’s twin brother was part 
of the Kenyan 4x400 team 
that won gold at last week’s 
African championships in 
Asaba, Nigeria.

Bett didn’t run on that team. 
He did make the final of the 
400 hurdles at the cham-
pionships but didn’t win a 
medal. AP

Usain Bolt
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Boys rescued from cave, once 
stateless, get thai citizenship

Three young football players who were trapped 
with other team members for almost three weeks 
in a cave in northern Thailand have been granted 
Thai citizenship, along with their 25-year-old coa-
ch.

All four had been stateless, and their lack of ci-
tizenship deprived them of some basic benefits 
and rights, including the ability to travel outside of 
Chiang Rai, the northern province where they live. 

The area is home to ethnic minorities with roots in 
neighboring Myanmar.

The boys and coach were among 13 people who 
were trapped in the cave until their rescue by 
scuba divers.

The head coach of the Wild Boars team said they 
received official Thai ID cards yesterday, along 
with another team member who had not been in 
the cave but also applied for citizenship.

50-70
Good

35-55
Good
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Our dragOn culture
For thousands of years, the dragon has 

been the symbol of the Chinese. We consi-
der ourselves the descendants of the dra-
gons. Although we all know that the dragon 
is just a mythical creature, somehow, all the 
different tribes in the ancient world that later 
became China, ended up having a dragon 
in their culture, despite living separately. We 
cannot be sure how this creature was crea-
ted. Maybe there really were dragons in the 
ancient world that our ancestors had seen. 
But the oldest legend I found was that the 
idea of the dragon was created as something 
to be worshiped.

Through the many stories I have read about 
the dragon in my curiosity to find out why we 
are descendants of the dragon, one legend 
was that one of the oldest tribes in the land 
of the Chinese, thousands of years ago, nee-
ded to have something to pray to, the very 
basic need of a religion. So they imagined a 
creature which had parts of different animals, 
and credited it with all kinds of goodness. 
Then the dragon was born, a god-like creatu-
re that was all merciful and strong, that could 
control the weather and protect the people. 
So, in some sense, the dragon was a god to 
our early ancestors.

Later on, many stories of how the dragon 
stopped floods and saved the people, or 
brought rain to lands where people were suf-
fering from droughts, were spread in different 
tribes. Legend also has it that one of the ear-
ly kings of China, Huangdi (Yellow Emperor), 
around the time of 2588 BC was brought up 
to heaven riding a dragon and became the 
Heavenly Emperor, though it is not clear if 
the Yellow Emperor even was a real king in 
our history or just a legendary figure. 

But from actual history, since the first dy-
nasty, the Xia Dynasty, the first king Yu the 
Great had used the dragon as the king’s 
symbol. This was carried on for almost 4000 
years until the last emperor of China. Clear-
ly, dynasties rise and fall throughout history, 
but the symbol of the dragon remained. Until 
now, the dragon is still in the center of our 
culture. Of course, unlike early emperors 
who believed themselves to be incarnations 
of dragons, as descendants of the dragon, 
the Chinese believe that we are descendants 
of the spirit of the dragon, not descendants 
in blood.  So, what is the spirit of the dragon 
that is so rooted into our culture?

There are three main spirits of the dragon 
that are supposedly also our ethnic spirit. 
Firstly, the spirit of “solidarity and synergy”. 
It is believed that it was the symbol of dragon 
that was carried on from emperor to emperor, 
whether legendary or historical, that created 
a continuation of the Chinese spirit. Also, the 
dragon, made up of parts of different animals, 
also symbolizes greatness through synergy.

Secondly is the spirit of “exceeding and 
innovation”. As we know that the dragon is 
not real, it shows the creativity of our ances-
tors who imagined this creature into being, a 
being that can live on land, in the sea, and 
in the sky. The creation and the changes to 
the dragon over the years represents the 
Chinese spirit of continuous innovation, and 
pushing ourselves to exceed reality.

Finally, the spirit of faith in success, whi-
ch is supposedly the center of our Chinese 
spirit. The dragon of our ancestors’ creation 
was invincible in his goodness in saving peo-
ple. By believing in the dragon, our ancestors 
always win against any difficult phenomenon 
like flood and drought. So, the Chinese dra-
gon spirit is to believe that we will always 
succeed. 

So, as descendants of the dragon, we inhe-
rited the spirit through a symbol that was roo-
ted from the creation of our ancestors thou-
sands of years ago.

Made in Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

russia An activist from 
Russian punk collective 
Pussy Riot has led a 
protest outside the 
headquarters of the 
state penitentiary 
agency to protest 
torture and slave labor 
in Russian prisons.

saudi arabia says it 
executed and crucified 
a man from Myanmar 
convicted of killing a 
woman and carrying out 
other crimes.

italy Premier Giuseppe 
Conte said yesterday 
his country is willing 
to consider a “more 
rigorous” stance toward 
iran, adding that he 
recently asked U.S. 
President donald Trump 
to share intelligence 
about iran’s alleged 
nuclear program that 
has triggered fresh U.S. 
sanctions.

euroPe Budget airline 
Ryanair said yesterday 
it is cancelling 400 of 
over 2,400 flights on 
Friday due to a strike 
by pilots in ireland, 
Sweden, Belgium and 
Germany at the height 
of the vacation travel 
season.

brazil One of the 
main border crossings 
between Brazil and 
Venezuela has reopened 
after a legal fight that 
kept it shuttered it for 
nearly a day.

Peru Authorities in 
Peru say at least nine 
people have died 
from food poisoning 
following a funeral 
ceremony.

venezuela President 
Nicolas Maduro 
has accused two 
opposition legislators 
of having roles in 
the drone explosions 
that Venezuelan 
officials have called an 
assassination attempt 
against him, and at 
least one lawmaker is 
among those detained.

The questioning of Paul 
Manafort’s protege was 

confrontational and perso-
nal: Manafort’s lawyer ham-
mered Rick Gates about his 
own crimes, an extramarital 
affair and a guilty plea with 
prosecutors that may spare 
him severe punishment.

Gates, who faced a bruising 
cross-examination, returns 
to the witness stand today 
[Macau time] for additional 
questioning from a Mana-
fort lawyer who accused the 
government’s star witness of 
being immersed in “so many 
lies” that he can’t even re-
member them all and who 
demanded to know how a 
jury could possibly trust him.

Lawyers for Manafort, the 
former Trump campaign 
chairman, are determined 
to impugn the credibility 
of Gates. Defense attorney 
Kevin Downing began his 
cross-examination of Gates, 
Manafort’s longtime deputy 
and fellow Trump campaign 
aide, by confronting him on 
his own lies to special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s investi-
gators, getting him to admit 
to an affair and pressing him 
about hundreds of thousands 
of dollars he admitted to 
embezzling from his former 
boss.

The aggressive questio-
ning was aimed at shifting 
blame from Manafort onto 
Gates, who pleaded guilty in 
Mueller’s investigation and 
agreed to cooperate with in-
vestigators by testifying in the 
financial fraud trial.

“After all the lies you’ve told 
and the fraud you’ve commi-
tted, you expect this jury to 
believe you?” Downing asked 
incredulously.

Gates said he did, but the 
defense lawyer wasn’t satis-
fied. He scoffed at the idea 
that Gates had repented for 
his actions, noting that pro-
secutors have said they won’t 
oppose his bid for probation 
and getting him to acknow-
ledge he had not repaid the 
money he had taken from 
Manafort.

After Gates described his 
theft as “unauthorized tran-
sactions” instead of embez-
zlement, Downing prodded 
him to use the latter term — 
and Gates ultimately relen-
ted, saying, “It was embezzle-

ment from Mr. Manafort.”
Prosecutors had braced 

for the tough questioning by 
getting Gates to come clean 
about his own crimes. He 
told jurors how he disguised 
millions of dollars in foreign 
income as loans in order to 
lower Manafort’s tax bill. 
Gates recounted how he and 
Manafort used more than a 
dozen offshore shell com-
panies and bank accounts in 
Cyprus to funnel the money, 
all while concealing the ac-
counts and the income from 
the IRS.

But the grilling got more 
intense, and personal, when 
Downing pressed Gates 
about a “secret life” he said 
was funded by embezzle-
ment, including an extrama-
rital affair that Gates himself 
acknowledged. Gates also 
said he may have submitted 
personal expenses for reim-
bursement by Trump’s inau-
gural committee, which he 
helped operate.

After Gates struggled to 
recall precisely what he had 

told Mueller’s team, Downing 
asked if he had been confron-
ted with “so many lies” that he 
can’t keep his story straight.

Gates implicated himself in 
broad criminal conduct on 
the stand, an apparent stra-
tegic decision by prosecutors 
to take some of the steam 
out of defense questioning. 
He told jurors he embezzled 
from Manafort by filing false 
expense reports. He also said 
he committed credit card and 
mortgage fraud, falsified a le-
tter for a colleague involved in 
an investment deal and made 
false statements in a deposi-
tion at Manafort’s direction.

Prosecutors summoned 
Gates to give jurors the first- 
hand account of a co-conspi-
rator they say helped Mana-
fort carry out an elaborate off - 
shore tax-evasion and bank 
fraud scheme. Gates testi-
fied that he and Manafort 
knew they were committing 
crimes for years, saying they 
had stashed money in foreign 
bank accounts and falsified 
bank loan documents.

“In Cyprus, they were docu-
mented as loans. In reality, it 
was basically money moving 
between accounts,” Gates 
said.

Manafort and Gates were 
the first two people indicted 
in Mueller’s investigation into 
potential ties between Russia 
and the Trump campaign. 
Gates pleaded guilty months 
later and agreed to cooperate 
in Mueller’s investigation of 
Manafort, the only American 
charged by the special coun-
sel to opt for trial instead of a 
guilty plea. AP
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years

This courtroom sketch depicts Rick Gates on the witness stand as he 
is cross examined by defense lawyer Kevin Downing during the trial of 
former Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort on bank fraud and tax 
evasion at a US federal court


