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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

billionaire student 
the theme 
park that 
never was

Why was one of China’s 
most successful 
business figures 
studying in the US 
before being arrested?

South China Sea The 
Philippine navy extricated 
one of its largest warships 
from the shoal where it 
ran aground last week 
near a hotly disputed 
region in the South China 
Sea. More on p12

Japan Typhoon Jebi 
swept through western 
Japan yesterday as 
the strongest tropical 
cyclone to come ashore 
in 25 years, causing 
widespread power 
outages and flooding 
the region’s main airport. 
At least two people have 
been reported killed.

nauru Tensions over 
China and refugees 
ran high yesterday at a 
meeting of Pacific leaders 
after host Nauru accused 
a Chinese official of 
bullying and temporarily 
detained a New Zealand 
journalist. More on p13

india A highway 
overpass collapsed 
yesterday in the crowded 
Indian city of Kolkata, and 
some injured people were 
being treated at a nearby 
hospital, an official said.

afghaniStan Insurgents 
have attacked security 
checkpoints in northern 
and eastern Afghanistan, 
killing six police, officials 
said yesterday.

angola At least 17 
people were killed 
and an undetermined 
number wounded after 
two trains collided in 
the southern Angolan 
province of Namibe on a 
track line under Chinese 
maintenance, according 
to local news sources.

Freedom oF SPeeCh 

Defamation trial over 
P. Horizon next month
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volunteer project in 
the philippines 
A group of students and 
professionals recently 
participated in a two-week 
volunteer camp in the Philippines

LAS VegAS 

The secret realm of catering to the 
whims of eccentric high rollers 
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Renato Marques 

Two men from the 
mainland, wanted 

for a series of fraudulent 
activities, were finally 
caught with the help of 
a supermarket worker 
in the San Kio district. 
The suspects were wan-
ted for participation in 
at least three confirmed 
frauds and a few more 
failed attempts that had 
also been reported to 
the authorities, inclu-
ding fraudulent money 
changing while paying 
for goods at convenien-
ce stores and super-
markets.

A Public Security Poli-
ce Force (PSP) spokes-
person said this week 
during a press con-
ference that the men 
used the same “mo-
dus operandi” to try to 
scam the shops. They 
entered the shops and 
tried to purchase cheap 
items using high value 

bank bills (MOP500 or 
MOP1,000). This wou-
ld result in the cashiers 
asking them if they had 

smaller bills or coins, 
and they would take 
back the initial payment 
while pretending to 

search for coins. Upon 
not finding smaller 
change, they would re-
quest for change for the 

larger bank note.
According to three 

shops, the men had 
successfully defrau-
ded them of close to 
MOP1,500. In other ca-
ses, the cashiers noted 
the scam and refused to 
give any change.

Warned already about 
the occurrence of such 
a scam in other shops, 
a worker from a super-
market located in the 
Rua de Inácio Pessoa 
tried to stall one of the 
criminals while attemp-
ting to inform his super-
visor. Acknowledging 
he had been caught, 
the man ran from the 
supermarket but was 
immediately chased by 
the shop staff until they 
apprehended him and 
called for help from the 
police.

Taken into custody, 
the man then exposed 
his brother. Both were 
presented to the Pu-
blic Prosecutions Office 

(MP) on September 3 
for fraud.

In an unrelated case, a 
pair of Indonesian men 
were also caught after 
stealing a handbag and 
a mobile phone from a 
car seat.

According to the MP 
report, the men spotted 
a car parked in the street 
with one of the windows 
open. Inside the vehicle 
on the passenger seat 
was a handbag and a 
mobile phone belonging 
to a local woman.

After the victim filed 
a complaint to the po-
lice, officers sought and 
reviewed video footage 
from surveillance came-
ras from shops in the lo-
cation and were able to 
identify the men.

They were finally cau-
ght by the police at their 
home located in Beco 
das Caixas in Central 
Macau, and presented 
to the MP on September 
1, accused of theft.

Lynzy Valles

A taxi app in the region which 
launched on August 15, is 

being criticized for featuring an 
option that allows users to pro-
vide some “gifts” when no taxis 
are nearby, with the intention of 
increasing the chances of acqui-
ring a ride. 

mTaxi - developed by MOME, 
which is a subsidiary of Macau 
Pass – has an option of “gifts 
(set)” where users can select the 
option of providing up to five sets 
of gifts.

The Times contacted the app 
developers to request further de-
tails on this option, yet they only 
replied, “the app is still new and 
still in test [mode]. It will proba-
bly be stable in two months.”

As seen in the app, when no 
taxis are available, users will be 
notified, “there is no taxi near-
by. You may provide some gifts. 
Please select the number of sets,” 
with a choice to keep waiting on a 
taxi or to cancel the order. 

Netizens on Facebook were qui-

ck to criticize the app, with some 
describing the move as shameful 
and damaging to the city’s image; 
while others recalled the govern-
ment’s pledge to combat illegal 
taxi acts, calling on authorities to 
investigate  the matter.

The Times contacted the Trans-
port Bureau (DSAT) to inquire 
whether it is aware of this op-
tion, to which they replied that 
DSAT insists all operating taxis 
should comply with the law.  
“Therefore, it will break the 
law if taxi driver gets a charge 
which is different from the me-
ter charge, and they will be pu-
nished MOP1,000,” the bureau 
stated.

Yet it also recalled that if any 
companies would like to regis-
ter and operate in Macau, the 
application would not be sent to 
DSAT.

“DSAT will keep cooperating 
with Public Security Police Force 
[PSP] in order to reduce all kinds 
of illegal taxi behaviors. DSAT 
will pay close attention to the 
company which offers transport 

apps service,” it noted, adding it 
encourages residents to report 
any case involving taxi overchar-
ging.

Meanwhile, Andrew Scott pre-
sident of the Macao Taxi Pas-
senger Association (MPTA), told 
Portuguese paper Hoje Macau 
that the option to provide “gift 
sets” is not a fair way to operate, 
and he believes that DSAT shou-
ld intervene in the matter.

“Prices paid for the taxi service 
are set by DSAT. In the official 
price list there is no reference to 
‘gifts’. We all realize that ‘gifts’ is a 
euphemism for extra pay, which 
encourages taxi drivers to meet 
a particular customer during 
the most ‘busy’ hours,” he said.  
He added that available taxi dri-
vers have a moral and legal obli-
gation to provide services. “The 
creation of a ‘gift’ system entails 
the extra payment of an amount 
that makes taxi drivers available, 
whereas non-payment means 
that taxi drivers are no longer 
available. It’s not a fair way to 
operate,” he added. 

Scammer duo caught while attempting one more heist

Taxi app criticized for 
option to provide ‘gifts’
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1,845 residents 
applied for 
mainland permit 
The Ministry of Public Security of 
China announced that more than 
1,845 Macau residents have applied 
for residential permits in mainland 
China. Starting from September 
1, mainland China has been 
accepting applications for mainland 
residential permits from Macau, 
Hong Kong and Taiwan residents. 
Until last Monday afternoon, the 
Ministry of Public Security received 
more than 20,000 applications, 
including approximately 8,300 
from Hong Kong residents and 
approximately 10,000 made by 
Taiwan residents. Guangdong 
received the most applications, 
followed by Fujian, Shanghai, 
Zhejiang, and Jiangsu. 

Kiang Wu worker 
attempted suicide 
A non-local worker employed by 
the Kiang Wu Hospital attempted 
to commit yesterday suicide by 
jumping off the top of the hospital’s 
emergencies building. The worker 
is a 52-year-old female mainland 
resident hired by the hospital as a 
member of the cleaning staff. The 
woman was eventually brought back 
to safety after firefighters and police 
negotiators arrived at the scene. 
She declared the attempt was due to 
dissatisfaction with her job.

A local 20-year-old 
Huaqiao University 
student, who was 
transferred back to 

Macau two months ago after 
she contracted encephali-
tis while at university in the 
Fujian Province, has finally 
woken up from her coma 
condition.

The student who suffered 
severe brain damage from 
the encephalitis has awoken 
and the doctors at the Con-
de de São Januário Hospi-
tal (CHCSJ) are more opti-
mistic about her condition 
after a initially pessimistic 
prognosis, TDM reported. 
The physicians at CHCSJ 
now expect that the patient 
can soon leave the Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) and continue 
her recovery in a common in-
firmary, although there are 
no certainties of when she 
might leave the hospital.

The Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture, Alexis 
Tam, has been following the 
case and yesterday paid ano-
ther visit to the patient.

Exiting from his visit, Tam 
said, “I look at her as if I’m 
looking at my own daughter 
[who is of the same age]. I 
am very happy she has over-
come death.”

The impressive recovery 
of the patient was even des-
cribed by the director of the 

ICU as a “miracle.” 
“I can say that it is a miracle 

for me because at the time we 

received the patient we were 
not very optimistic about the 
possibility of a recovery from 

the patient. It was a path 
with a lot of challenges,” said 
Liu Xiu Peng. RM

heALTh 

Student wakes from 
two-months coma

The recovering student (left) was visited by Alexis Tam
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Polytec’s 
lawsuit is in 
bad faith, and 
is an attempt 
to suppress 
freedom of 
speech.

CHAo CHoNG PENG
SoN PoU DIRECToR

Julie Zhu

Lawmakers Ella 
Lei and Lei Chan U 

held a press conference 
yesterday urging the go-
vernment to reclaim the 
idle island lots located 
next to Estr. Alm. Mar-
ques Esparteiro. 

The land in question 
was first granted in Mar-
ch 1997 for the develop-
ment of a theme park na-
med Ocean Park, which 
would include a series of 
leisure facilities, among 
them an aquarium and 
a plant garden. The land 
spans an area of 134,891 
square meters. 

In the contract, the 
government has clear-
ly mentioned the land’s 
development term. For 
instance, the company 
has to complete the de-
velopment of the fou-
ndation facility of four 
zones within 24 months.

“However, as we all 
know, the land has 
been granted for more 

The Macao Museum of 
Art (MAM) is calling 

for the submission of pro-
posals to be exhibited in 
the Macau-China Pavilion 
at the 58th Venice Bienna-
le International Art Exhi-
bition, held in May 2019 
in Venice, Italy. 

According to a statement 
by the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC), the call for 
submissions is open only 
to teams, which must be 
comprised of a minimum 
of two persons, including 
a curator and an exhibitor.

Applicants must hold a 
valid Macau SAR Resident 
Identity Card and should 
have participated in con-
temporary art exhibitions. 
The jury for reviewing the 
submissions will be com-
prised of local or overseas 
art experts, as well as re-
presentatives from the IC. 
The final selection will be 
announced in November 
2018.

The 58th Venice Bien-
nale Art Exhibition is 
themed “May you live in 
interesting times” and is 

than 21 years, and re-
mains undeveloped,” 
the lawmakers stated in 
their press release. 

Lei claims she sub-
mitted inquiries to the 
relevant government 
authority several times 
in the past regarding the 
land’s reclaiming proce-
dure. 

In January 2017, the 
Secretary for Transport 
and Public Works at the 
Land, Public Works and 
Transport (DSSOPT) 
replied to Lei claiming 
that the government has 
been following the case 
and will announce the 
results to the public.  

“Since the moment the 
government claimed it 
was following the case 
until now, one year 
and eight months have 
passed. When can the 
government finish the 
works?’ Lei questioned. 

“It is such a beautiful 
land. It is a finished land 
from sea reclamation. It 
is a land which can be 

curated by Ralph Rugoff. 
According to the IC, the 
theme is a reference to the 
“uneasiness and chaos” of 
present times.

Established in 1895, the 
Venice Biennale Interna-
tional Art Exhibition is 
the oldest biennale and 
one of the three major art 
exhibitions held around 
the world. It is also the 
largest international con-
temporary art exchange 
platform. In 2017, the 
Biennale drew in over 
615,000 visitors and art 
lovers from all over the 
world and was covered by 
around five thousand re-
porters from media outle-
ts.

This year will mark the 
sixth occasion that MAM 
has participated in the 
Biennale under the name 
of “Macao-China” since 
2007. 

The regulations and 
application forms for the 
call for submission of pro-
posals can be browsed or 
downloaded from MAM’s 
website.

used immediately. Why 
can’t we use it to build 
something [for public 
services],” Lei questio-
ned, further remarking 
that “the land is next to 
such a beautiful coastli-
ne. Why can’t it be ope-
ned for public usage? 
[…] We absolutely be-
lieve that there are con-
ditions [for the gover-
nment to take back the 
land].”

In Lei’s opinion, the 
land is “very suitable” 
for building public hou-
ses. In addition, she su-

ggested increasing the 
green area and expan-
ding activity spaces at 
the locations. 

Currently, two zones of 
the land are being used 
for storage. The develo-
per was responsible for 
building public roads on 
the relevant sites. 

“Why is the most [ille-
gally] occupied lands 
these areas? Is the go-
vernment using them? 
Is the developer? Or has 
the developer lent the 
lands to other parties?” 
Lei questioned. 

Gov’t called to take back 
lands for failed theme park  

MAM calling for proposals 
for Venice Biennale

Freedom oF SPeeCh 

Defamation trial over P. Horizon 
comments starts next month

Julie Zhu

The developer of the Pearl 
Horizon project, Polytec 

group, has sued both a columnist 
and the director of the newspa-
per Son Pou for defamation. 

The director of the Chinese 
newspaper, Chao Chong Peng, 
told the Times yesterday that the 
trial has been scheduled to start 
on October 3 in the Court of First 
Instance. 

“We are waiting for the court’s 
verdict [and trial]. We have [only] 
been communicating [with Poly-
tec] through our lawyers,” he 
said. 

Chao told the Times that Poly-
tec wants the defendants to apo-
logize and to issue a payment of 
MOP2 million.

Polytec’s reason for the law-
suit is that writer Lei Kong [the 
defendant] commented on a co-
lumn published on Son Pou last 
year stating that for the Pearl 
Horizon project, Polytec is sus-
pected of fraud for not complying 
with the contract to hand the 
houses to buyers.

Chao subsequently wrote a co-
lumn on Son Pou’s Facebook 
page, asserting that Polytec’s le-
gal action is exerting pressure on 
the newspaper and is an attempt 
to suppress freedom of speech. 

“This time, Polytec’s lawsuit is 
in bad faith, and is an attempt to 
suppress freedom of speech. The 
column, in which Polytec is accu-
sed of being under suspicion of 
fraud, shows that the writer was 
commenting and analyzing the 
Pearl Horizon case objectively, 
and is also based on the pers-

pective of an economist,” Chao 
wrote. “[The column] was even 
trying to provide a reasonable 
and legal solution to the settle-
ment of the case, in particular, 
after [the developer] could not 
deliver the houses that had been 
already sold. During the short 
period between the approval [for 
the property project’s develop-

ment] and the land being taken 
back by the government, and 
that other parties believed [Pearl 
Horizon] would not be able to 
complete the construction, as an 
existing fact,” the Son Pou direc-
tor continued. 

 “I thank [the columnist] for 
taking the pressure coming from 
the attempted suppression of 

freedom of speech. The [second] 
author is accused of defamation. 
[…] The suppression of freedom 
of speech was clearly demons-
trated, and is unprecedented in 
Macau,” said Chao. 

Lei has not been writing colum-
ns since he received the lawsuit 
notification, Chao informed the 
Times. 

“Everything that’s written in 
the article is in accordance with 
the law and is in the best interes-
ts of the public,” said Chao. 

Contacted by the Times, writer 
Lei also commented that Poly-
tec’s move is to “not let the me-
dia, whom they dislike, talk and 
criticize them.” 

Lei had been writing for Son 
Pou for approximately 30 years.

“Because of this incident, I do 
not dare to write, and I can’t wri-
te either,” Lei told the Times. 

In Lei’s opinion, this lawsuit “is 
a serious incident, and it harms 
the freedom of press.” 

Ella Lei (right) and Lei Chan U
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Joseph Sy-Chango (left, front row) 

Volunteers during a field visit 

Local group visits Philippines 
for volunteer project 

 
They saw 
that amidst 
suffering, 
sickness 
and material 
scarcity, 
one can still 
manage to 
be joyful.

JoSEPH SY-CHANGo

Lynzy Valles

A group of students 
and professionals re-

cently participated in a 
two-week Outreach Pro-
gram in the Philippines, 
which allowed participan-
ts to take an active invol-
vement in the country’s 
society.

This program is run by 
the Hon Lam Education 
and Research Association, 
which aims to strengthen 
society by encouraging 
cross-cultural promotion, 
value cultivation and edu-
cation. 

This year, a total of 22 
participants, seven of 
whom were from Macau, 
visited underprivileged 
areas in the Philippines as 
part of the Summer Work 
Camp, including a medi-
cal center, a squat and a 
technical school.

Held from August 3 to 
17 and for the sixth time, 
Joseph Sy-Chango, or-
ganizer of the camp, said 
that the visits expose local 
youth to the realities of life 
and the importance of hel-
ping those less fortunate 
than themselves.

The team, which consis-
ted of volunteers from Ma-
cau, Japan, Hong Kong 
and Kenya, handed out 
school supplies and food 
supplies to people in need, 
particularly at the Phili-
ppine Children’s Medical 
Center, which accommo-
dates patients with heart 
and neurological diseases, 
as well as cancer patients. 

“Many young people are 
trapped with a materialis-
tic view of life. This outrea-
ch program awakened in 
them what true happiness 
is and life’s meaning,” said 
Sy-Chango, who is also a 
professor at the University 
of Macau.

“They saw that amidst 
suffering, […] sickness and 
material scarcity, one can 
still manage to be joyful. 
It also made them appre-
ciate the gifts they have 
and learn the importance 
of using them well. These 
and more are the learnin-
gs that the volunteers gai-
ned from this project,” he 
added. 

They also visited a pla-
ce called “Bahay Aruga,” 
which translates to “home 
care,” a halfway house for 
children suffering from 
cancer, and visited a te-
chnical school that offers 
vocational courses cate-
ring to the needs of the 
poor. 

“In Manila, we also visi-
ted informal settlers whe-

re we gathered 50 kids 
and gave them school 
supplies. After that we 
went to Palawan, where 
we stayed for around nine 
days to do some carpentry 
work,” said Sy-Changco.

In Palawan, an archipe-
lagic province in the Phi-
lippines, the team helped 
to rebuild a classroom at 
a public school, and gave 
classes to high school stu-
dents.

“This is how we can be of 

service to others, particu-
larly to those who are nee-
dy. There is a new world, 
especially for the students 
from Macau,” said the or-
ganizer.

“They realized that they 
are the ones who learned 
a lot and [the camp] gave 
them a different perspec-
tive [on] life,” Sy-Chango 
added.

According to Sy-Chango, 
the camp acquires diffe-
rent funding through in-
dividual residents, entities 
and corporate donors, in-
cluding Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group.

“The students only pay 
MOP3,300 for two weeks 
and everything is inclu-
ded. It’s highly subsidized, 
and this includes the gifts 
that we hand to them,” he 
said.

Meanwhile, the orga-
nizer said that the group 
would reach out to the 
government for funding 
support this year before 
their next trip, which will 
be in December. 

The Work Camp has 
been held twice a year sin-
ce 2015.
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The Social Welfa-
re Bureau (IAS) will 

once again grant its re-
gular financial assistance 
to approximately 3,300 
local families from Sep-
tember, according to a 
statement released yes-
terday by IAS. 

The bureau expects 

to distribute a total of 
MOP19.5 million to the 
beneficiaries. 

“IAS has been paying 
close attention to the 
pressure on the lives of 
vulnerable families. IAS 
also actively materializes 
the government’s policy 
of 2018,” the bureau said 

in the statement. 
The money will be dis-

tributed starting from 
September 5, and will be 
handed out through the 
city’s eight banks by au-
tomatic transfer. 

The amount of financial 
assistance will be equiva-
lent to the amount stipu-

lated by the city’s mini-
mum subsistence index. 

The regular financial 
assistance is said to “help 
these families resolve the 
extra expenses resulting 
from the start of a new 
school year and from mi-
d-autumn festival.”

Families consisting 

of one to seven mem-
bers will be granted, 
respectively in increa-
sing order, MOP4,050, 
MOP7,440, MOP10,250, 
MOP12,460, MOP14,070, 
MOP15,680, and 
MOP17,290. Families 
with eight or more mem-
bers will be granted 

MOP18,870. 
The amount of each 

subsidy is the same as 
that of last year. Last 
year, IAS handed out 
around MOP22 million 
from its regular financial 
assistance program to 
approximately 4,000 lo-
cal families. 

The United Nations 
(UN) Committee on 
the Elimination of Ra-
cial Discrimination 

(CERD) recently issued a report 
where it concludes its obser-
vations on China as a member 
state, and reviews the perfor-
mance of the Special Admi-
nistrative Regions of Macau 
and Hong Kong on this topic. 
The report from CERD compiles 
information and data submitted 
by groups based in Hong Kong. 
One of the concerns and recom-
mendations expressed in the 
report  relates directly to Macau 
and has to do with the fact that 
“Macau and China do not have 
a domestic law specifically de-
fining and criminalizing racial 
discrimination fully in line with 
Article 1 of the Convention.” 
This fact saw the committee re-
commending that China (as a 
member state) and by extension 
the SARs “amend its domes-
tic laws to expressly define and 
criminalize all forms of racial 
discrimination in full conformi-
ty with Article 1 of the Conven-
tion.” It further recommends 
that China “expressly prohibit 
both direct and indirect racial 
discrimination in all fields of 
public life, including law enfor-
cement and other government 
powers.”

Another of the topics addressed 
in the UN report is a complete 
“absence of formal national hu-
man rights institutions,” in Ma-
cau. “Despite the functions ful-
filled by the Commission against 
Corruption in Macau, China,” 
it recommended, that Macau 
“establish independent national 
human rights institutions in line 
with the principles relating to the 
status of national institutions for 
the promotion and protection 
of human rights (the Paris Prin-
ciples) to ensure their effective 
functioning.” At the same time, 
it recommended that the gover-
nments (both central and local) 
provide these institutions with 
“sufficient structural indepen-
dence and financial and human 
resources.”

Another area where Macau is 
failing is regarding the lack of 
data on administrative com-
plaints. The report notes that 
“the courts in Macau, China did 
not receive any cases relating to 
racial discrimination during the 
reporting period.”

In this sense, the CERD re-
commends that the government 
“conduct training programs for 
government officials and civil 
servants, including law enforce-
ment officials, about anti-racial 
discrimination laws and related 
administrative and civil com-

plaint mechanisms, to ensure 
that victims are aware of their 
rights.”

According to the report, only 
two cases in Macau courts relate 
to “racist hate speech and hate 
crimes,” and in the last three 
years, “no criminal complaints 
were received and no criminal 
investigations were conducted in 
relation to racial discrimination.”

The Committee remarks that 
“an absence or a low number of 
complaints does not signify the 
absence of racist hate crimes or 
expressions of racial hatred.” 
Instead, it “may indicate bar-
riers in invoking the rights in 
the Convention, including a lack 
of public awareness of the rights 

under the Convention; a lack of 
access to, availability of or confi-
dence in methods for seeking ju-
dicial recourse; fear of reprisals; 
and limited access to the police 
including due to language bar-
riers or a lack of attention to or 
sensitivity to cases of racial dis-
crimination.”

Poverty reduction is another 
area of concern for the UN com-
mittee. In the region where a 
large number of foreign migrant 
workers reside, “the official po-
verty rate is greatly increased 
when factoring in the high cost 
of living.” The Committee urges 
the local government to “take 
further steps to eliminate ethnic 
economic disparities, urging at 

the same time that Macau pre-
sent results in its next periodic 
report updating poverty rate 
statistics and other statistic in-
dicators, disaggregated by ethnic 
and national origin, revealing 
the enjoyment of economic, so-
cial and cultural rights, and the 
effectiveness of measures taken, 
including through the Natio-
nal Human Rights Action Plan 
2016-2020.”

The Committee also expressed 
concerns over the low number 
of complaints filed by non-resi-
dent workers about employment 
agencies, noting, in “between Ja-
nuary 2015 and June 2018, only 
11 complaints from non-resident 
workers about employment 
agencies were found to be subs-
tantiated.”

The CERD recommends the 
government “further strengthen 
monitoring of the employment 
and living conditions of domes-
tic migrant workers, and their 
access to education and affor-
dable health care,” requesting 
once more that the government 
provide in their next periodic 
report “statistics on complaints, 
self-initiated and other investi-
gations, prosecutions, sanctions 
and remedies to protect domes-
tic migrant workers.”

The next report by the CERD 
will be released by 2023.  RM

IAS to grant regular financial assistance to 3,300 families

UN says government should enforce 
measures against racial discrimination
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Brandon Presser

In Las Vegas, the ultimate 
sand trap-turned-capital of 
capitalism, there’s no bet-
ter byword for sophistica-

tion than the Cosmopolitan. Its 
20-plus suites, known as the 
Boulevard Penthouses, are the 
most coveted rooms in town, 
largely because they’re priceless. 
The only way in is by invitation, 
which means fronting over a 
million dollars (and preferably 
two) at the Reserve, the hotel’s 
private, three-room casino on 
the 75th floor. It’s a gaming ex-
perience so exclusive that not 
even James Bond could charm 
his way through the door.

When the resort offered me 
a staff position serving its pen-
thouses’ high-rollers, roving 
from butler to bartending sta-
tions and everywhere in be-
tween, I jumped at the oppor-
tunity. And after passing my 
security clearances, I was initia-
ted into the secret realm of the 
Reserve, catering to the whims 
of the world’s wealthiest gam-
blers. But it wasn’t all popping 
bottles and cutting cigars—try 
cleaning up “lucky” piles of rot-
ting fruit, or walking in on nude 
hotel guests instead.

Think what happens in Vegas 
stays in Vegas? Not this time… 
There’s a fine line between le-
tting high-rollers have the run 
of the house, and indulging all 
their gaming-adjacent vices. 
“It’s a judgment-free zone,” ex-
plains Leslie Sadovia, Cosmopo-
litan’s executive director of na-
tional casino marketing. “Peo-
ple can come and behave in an 
extreme manner, and we’re not 
telling them not to.”

Some big spenders push this to 
the limit. One repeat guest pre-
fers the suite with a chinchilla-
fur hammock; he’s been known 
to splay himself across it naked, 
waiting for a butler to find him. 
Another, a well-known baske-
tball player, enjoys having sex 
on the morning of his departu-
re while the butlers fastidiously 
pack up his luggage. And one of 
the casino’s oldest guests—also 
one of the only high-rolling wo-
men—has garnered a colorful 
reputation for discarding fur 
coats (“I’m bored of them!”), 
and throwing fists in the gaming 
salon when her luck is waning. 
Her other favorite pastime: 
asking the butlers to dress up in 
pajamas, crawl into bed next to 
her, and read her bedtime sto-
ries. These incidents will hardly 
get you kicked out—though the 
staff will periodically step in 
with slaps on the wrist.

There is one habit that even the 
brattiest clients tend to avoid: 
getting blindingly drunk. When 
you’re gaming at such astrono-
mical dollar values, after all, it’s 
critical to keep your wits.

You know the fruit bowl that’s 
often waiting for you when you 
check into a fancy hotel room? 
In a Boulevard Penthouse suite, 
the value of your welcome ame-
nity might be five or six figures.

Sometimes welcome gif-

ts can include obscure objets 
d’art or vintage Chanel; the hotel 
has even hired a full-time cho-
colatier to create custom-made, 
edible sculptures inspired by a 
guest’s Instagram account. But 
booze is, by far, the most popular 
option. On my shift, it was more 
than USD1,100 of liquor—a bo-
ttle of Macallan and Yamazaki 
whisky. (“A pretty basic gamer 
get,” I was told by a colleague.) 
Occasionally, it’s $14,000 bo-
ttles of wine from the Rothschild 
estate. Louis XIII cognac, priced 
at $4,300 a bottle, is a far more 
common ask; one high-roller 
was so emphatic about having 
multiple, unopened bottles in 
his room, the casino team star-
ted engraving his name on them 
to prevent him from reselling 
them.

Every Boulevard Penthouse 
guest comes with a rider detai-
ling everything from favorite 
brands of ice cream to the exact 
number of minutes guests like 
their eggs hard-boiled. On one, 
I spotted these comical instruc-
tions: “Guest confuses American 
and cheddar cheese, so when 
she orders American please 
bring her cheddar, but tell her 
it’s American.”

Which brings me to the pedan-
tic room service tastes of big- 

spender guests. Standard orders 
range from green juices to fresh 
seafood picked out via webcam 
from the casino’s private aqua-
rium. Off-property requests—
which come with a $25-per-hour 
service fee—are common and 
most frequently send butlers to 
such glamorous places as In-N- 
Out Burger and Target. Kim 
Mantle, Cosmopolitan’s head of 
butler services, says she makes 
two or three trips a week to the 
mega-mart in search of various 
of sundries; on my own run the-
re, the shopping list included 10 
boxes of Maltesers (the British 
chocolate candy) and several 
PlayStation 4 video games.

Regular trips are also made to 
Chinatown’s 99 Ranch Market, 
and T&T Ginseng, emporiums 
that peddle a witch’s brew of 
rare teas, herbs, and—strangest 
of the bunch—cordycep worms. 
Haven’t heard of them? Neither 
had I. Cordyceps aren’t actually 
worms. They’re a type of cater-
pillar-eating fungus that gets 
hand-picked in the Himalayas 
and sometimes used like Viagra. 
They’re literally worth their wei-
ght in gold. 

When a high-roller is ready to 
gamble upward of $2 million, 
Brian Benowitz, Cosmopolitan’s 
vice president of casino opera-
tions, can have the Reserve un-
locked, set up with the client’s 
preferred games, and fully staf-
fed within 25 minutes.

Here, Baccarat is the prevai-
ling game of choice. First, it’s 
familiar to more than 50 per-
cent of Reserve guests who hail 
from Asia and play it in Macao. 
It also has a significant house 
advantage, meaning that the 
Cosmopolitan will better incen-
tivize its play. Higher risk, hi-
gher reward.

 The casino’s biggest Bacca-
rat bet to date was $300,000 
per hand for an entire shoe—

that’s 8 decks of cards, played 
out as roughly 60 hands in 60 
minutes—on two tables simul-
taneously. Those are stakes 
of roughly $600,000 per mi-
nute, or $36 million per hour. 
(That nearly matches the 2017 
gross domestic product of Tu-
valu: $40 million.) “I’ve never 
seen anything like it,” adds Be-
nowitz. “There were some ups 
and downs, but eventually the 
casino won.”

The biggest client victory Be-
nowitz has witnessed amoun-
ted to $30 million over a short 
weekend trip, but that was befo-
re he started at the Cosmopoli-
tan. Here, he’s seen a high-roller 
score $6 million playing Single 
Zero (European-style Roulet-
te)—and lose up to $7 million.

Excessive spending happens 
off the tables, too. “We’ve seen 
billionaires buy the Cosmo-
politan out of their Champag-
ne—that’s millions of dollars’ 
worth of alcohol—just because 
they can,” adds Benowitz. “Hi-
gh-rollers love to compete with 
their buddies on who can outs-
pend the other.”

As an animal-friendly hotel, 
the Cosmopolitan fields a lot of 
pet requests. Butlers hustle sch-
nauzers around the on-site dog 
walk, make trips to Petco for 
additional dog beds and leashes, 
and put in orders to the estee-
med on-site culinary team for 
canine-specific gourmet feasts. 
But dogs aren’t the only pampe-
red critters in Vegas. A misbeha-
ving sugar glider (aka a flying 
squirrel) with severe separation 
anxiety takes the prize for weir-
dest animal guest, while noctur-
nal snakes that required dozens 
of blackout shades might be the 
highest-maintenance.  

Things get crazier when ani-
mal requests revolve around 
wild creatures, rather than do-
mesticated pets. Once, someo-

ne asked for a monkey to be 
dressed up in a butler’s uniform 
to check the guest in. And ine-
briated demands for zoo ani-
mals have ranged from llamas 
to tigers; the latter was needed 
to—no joke—reenact that infa-
mous scene from The Hangover. 
Alas, none of those wishes could 
be fulfilled due to rules against 
animal cruelty—and common 
sense.

Also in the category of de-
mands that can’t be fulfilled: 
hookers. It’s a common miscon-
ception that prostitution is legal 
in Las Vegas. While it’s allowed 
in the rest of Nevada, Clark 
County prohibits it. The thinly 
veiled requests, however, come 
roughly once a week: “Can you 
introduce me to someone?”

Requests for drugs—usually 
cocaine—are also once-a-week 
occurrences that come with a 
hard “no.” (Unless, of course, 
butlers see a valid prescription.) 
Even directing guests to Ne-
vada’s legal marijuana dispen-
saries is a no-no, because the 
Cosmopolitan operates under 
a federal casino mandate that 
strictly forbids its consumption.

Among high-rollers, supersti-
tions can quickly escalate from 
the demanding to the absurd. 
Some millionaires will sleep on 
the couch because they believe 
a bed with a headboard will be-
ckon bad fortune. Others crowd 
themselves with citrus—often 
with holes poked to “unleash the 
luck”—scattering pierced oran-
ges and lemons around the sui-
te, letting them rot during lon-
ger stays. Also lucky for clients 
from the Far East: filling water 
basins to the brim. That’s how 
one high-roller flooded his bath-
tub … and the suite underneath.

It gets weirder: Some guests 
are completely phobic about ha-
ving anything thrown away, lest 
the discarded object be some-
thing lucky. Hot winning streaks 
may be accompanied by mou-
nds of cigarette ashes, crumpled 
paper, or random assortments 
of trash. It’s so common, most 
butlers know never to remove 
anything from a gaming table 
without triple-checking. Once, 
a high-roller wanted to rescue 
an “auspicious” piece of used 
plastic wrap his wife had ac-
cidentally tossed, and sent his 
butler rifling through the hotel’s 
trash system.

Of course, some quirks are 
fully individual. One notorious 
guest, for instance, requests 
glass after glass of scotch on the 
rocks while he’s on the gaming 
floor—not for drinking, but to 
moisten a tiny brown “medicine 
bag” that hangs from his neck. 
No one’s ever figured out what 
it is, but Mantle is sure the guest 
practices some kind of Santeria. 
“Once, we found a room service 
cart in his penthouse, half-mel-
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ted by hundreds of candles,” she 
says. “I’m honestly surprised he 
didn’t burn the hotel down!” 

Boulevard Penthouse guests 
get pampered by two legions of 
staff: butlers and hosts. Hosts 
are like banker-bestie hybrids 
who liaise between high-rollers 
and casino: they extend interest-
free, seven-figure lines of credit 
and learn how much players are 
willing to throw down and how 
risk-prone they are.

Each of the Cosmopolitan’s 
25 hosts nurtures a portfolio 
of 300 to 500 clients who’ve 
demonstrated the propensity 
to play hard. Almost all of the 
clients are men, ranging in age 
from millennials to 70-year
-olds, and they stick around for 
three to five years before going 
dark—usually due to bad invest-
ments, dips in the economy, or 
divorce.

Only 15 to 20 of a host’s contac-
ts can be deemed “worthy” of an 
open invite into the Boulevard 
Penthouses—and managing that 
VVIP list is among a host’s most 
important tasks, since penthou-
se invites are on a “whenever 
you want” basis, rather than for 
particular dates or times.

It’s no wonder, then, that 
hosts often become engrained 

in their client’s personal lives, 
being invited to weddings, bir-
thdays, sports events, and kids’ 
graduations. They get to dip 
into the casino’s coffers for gifts 
that will cement the bonds, says 
Kelly Van Aken, vice president 
of national marketing. That can 
be anything from a fabulous bo-
ttle of wine to an $18,000 Birkin 
bag, or a hand-delivered platter 
of Peking Duck from their favo-
rite Vegas restaurant.

Seven-figure bets often mean 
sky-high tips. It’s standard for 

a weekending penthouse guest 
to leave between $300 and 
$500 for housekeeping—plus 
a few hundred dollars a day for 
the butlers. The record-setter, 
however, was a $40,000 gratui-
ty for a couple of days of servi-
ce, left by a famously generous 
repeat guest. Like all other tips, 
it was divvied up amongst the 
butlers, based on their hourly 
work commitments.

But butlers don’t get the big-
gest tips; dealers do. In fact, a 
gig at the Cosmopolitan’s casino 

is so coveted that auditions are 
by invite only. That’s because 
its gamblers commonly make 
wagers with the intent of giving 
the dealer the winnings, as a 
tip.  The Cosmopolitan’s lar-
gest bet of this kind, a 150,000 
wager, would have yielded 
$300,000 in winnings for the 
dealer, had it not been a bust.

That giant vault in the base-
ment of the Bellagio that Cloo-
ney and his crew masterfully 
emptied? There’s no such thing. 
Casinos quickly move their li-

quid assets to banks and secon-
dary locations—though almost 
$91 million worth of chips was 
exposed on the casino floor whi-
le I was on staff.

Most thieves are small-time 
crooks—cheaters, really, or 
low-wagering guests who see 
opportunities to toss a chip onto 
a winning hand here and there. 
According to Benowitz, around 
10,000 people pass through the 
Cosmopolitan’s casino every day 
and 5 percent to 10 percent of 
them stop to gamble. How many 
of them try to cheat? Around 
one in 200. 

High-rollers take this to a who-
le other level. “When a guest 
loses a million dollars in the 
casino, they want their million 
dollars back,” explains Mantle, 
who tallies stolen items every 
day. Artwork, duvets, even ba-
throom scales: gone, gone, gone. 
The oversized Oribe bath ame-
nities? Pilfered by the bagful. 

But some guests are especially 
brazen about their thefts. One 
requested that the butler team 
get slippers from a competing 
casino so he could steal those, 
instead of the ones by his bed. 
Several have brought extra sui-
tcases and asked the butlers to 
fill them with items from their 
suite—think coffee table books, 
unopened alcohol, and decorati-
ve Hermès knickknacks.

Turns out, even if you lose big 
at the casino, the hotel has its 
ways of making you feel like a 
winner.  Bloomberg
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I first visited Taiwan in the 
1970s as a young officer ser-

ving in an American destroyer 
assigned to the Pacific Fleet. 
A small, dynamic nation at 
the northern edge of the stra-
tegically crucial South China 
Sea, the Republic of China (as 
Taiwan prefers to be known) 
was locked in a Cold War duel 
of geopolitics with its vastly lar-
ger cousin across the Taiwan 
Strait, the People’s Republic of 
China.

I returned to Taiwan this week 
for meetings with senior officials 
— President Tsai Ing-wen, Fo-
reign Minister Joseph Wu and 
the national security adviser, Da-
vid Lee — and enjoyed seeing the 
extraordinary progress.

At the time of my first visit, I 
had my doubts about how long 
the Taiwanese could hold out 
against the mainland Chinese. 
But I came away with a deep res-
pect for the courage, ingenuity 
and independent spirit of the Re-
public of China.

Now, five decades along, 
Taiwan continues to seek a ba-
lance between an aggressive pos-
ture that could provoke Chinese 
military action and simply capi-
tulating and taking a Hong Kon-
g-style deal for incorporation 
with China but retaining some 
semblance of autonomy. It is an 
increasingly difficult balance to 
strike.

Taiwan is a vibrant nation of 
23 million people and a GDP of 
more than half a trillion dollars, 
edging toward the top 20 econo-
mies in the world. The Taiwane-
se produce advanced electronics, 
are on the cutting edge of artifi-
cial intelligence research, have 
dynamic maritime and aviation 
entities, and boast a capable 
military that is in the process of 
shifting to an all-volunteer force.

The U.S. continues to support 
Taiwan diplomatically, although 
formally adhering to the “One 
China Policy” demanded by the 
People’s Republic — meaning 
that any nation desiring to do 
business with mainland China 
cannot have formal diplomatic 
relations with Taiwan. With the 
recent unfortunate defection of 
El Salvador, only 17 nations and 
the Holy See have formal diplo-
matic relations; although many 
— including the U.S. — have in-
formal arrangements that are an 
effective substitute.

Beijing has been taking a wait- 
and-see approach to the issue of 
Taiwanese independence. While 
the Chinese could attempt a mi-
litary action to force a merger, 
they would prefer a non-violent 
outcome. So long as Taiwan does 
not overtly declare independen-
ce, and other major actors (par-
ticularly the U.S.) follow the one-
China policy, Beijing has been 

generally content to “let time do 
the work for them.”

But lately, there are increasing 
indications that China is less 
willing to wait: Its military has 
been operating around the sea 
and air approaches to the island; 
it has been putting very direct 
pressure on the nations that still 
recognize Taiwan to shift (espe-
cially in Latin America and the 
Caribbean); and it is increasing 
economic pressure on the Taiwa-
nese. This fits with the more na-
tionalistic style of President Xi 
Jinping and with Chinese ambi-
tions to control the South Chi-
na Sea, the northern gateway of 
which passes directly around the 
island of Taiwan.

What is the best U.S. strategy 
for dealing with this contentious 
issue?

First, the Washington must re-
cognize that support for Taiwan 
is not a bargaining chip to be 
put on the table to obtain better 
outcomes with mainland China. 
The U.S. has significant disputes 
with the People’s Republic over 
trade imbalances, cyber-intru-
sions, intellectual property theft, 
North Korean bad behavior, and 
Beijing’s territorial claims over 
the South China Sea. It is cer-
tainly tempting for the U.S. to 
use Taiwan as leverage in dealing 
with those issues, e.g. telling 
China to modulate its positions 
favorably for the U.S. in return 
for lessened U.S. support to the 
island. When he was president-e-
lect, Donald Trump mused about 
doing exactly that, and as the tra-
de dispute heats up, that tempta-
tion will grow.

That would be a significant 
mistake.

Taiwan has been a steadfast su-
pporter of the U.S. for decades, 
and continues to perform as a 
staunch ally in a very turbulent 
and vital geopolitical arena. A 
betrayal of trust would have a 
ripple effect globally, further de-
grading U.S. credibility as an ally. 
It also misreads Beijing’s intent 
and attitude — China has no in-
terest in a deal involving Taiwan. 
The claim to the island is the ul-
timate red line in its foreign poli-
cy, and it is especially true that a 
nationalist government like Xi’s 
will not be part of a negotiation 
involving Taiwan’s status.

The Trump administration must 

come to understand the overar-
ching importance China places on 
eventually incorporating Taiwan 
into its governance structure, and 
display sophistication and strate-
gic patience with the situation.

This means following the 
approach to Taiwan that has been 
in place for decades with bipar-
tisan support: helping Taiwan 
militarily with sensible levels of 
advanced military sales following 
the mandate of the Taiwan Re-
lations Act; providing political 
support internationally, such as 
helping Taiwan participate in in-
ternational organizations even 
though it is not universally recog-
nized as a sovereign state; and 
encouraging robust economic ex-
changes between the two nations.

Good examples of this are the re-
cent sale of $1.4 billion in advan-
ced military hardware that was 
announced in 2017, and allowing 
high-level official visits between 
the Taiwan and the U.S. as permi-
tted under the Taiwan Travel Act, 
which was passed this spring.   

The U.S. should also encoura-
ge allies, partners and friends in 
the Indo-Pacific region to engage 
with Taiwan. Having better eco-
nomic ties, and perhaps joint mi-
litary training, between Taiwan 
and India, Japan and especially 
the nations around the littoral of 
the South China Sea would help 
maintain a balance between the 
People’s Republic and Taiwan. 
So long as China sees that Taiwan 
has robust relations in the region 
it is unlikely to do anything preci-

pitous that could provoke a mili-
tary confrontation.

During my recent visit, which 
was sponsored by both a U.S. and 
a Taiwanese think tank, I met 
with many senior officials from 
the government, military and 
private sector. The general tone 
is that Taiwan wants to stay cau-
tious, balanced and sensible in its 
approach, and is clearly looking 
for peaceful outcomes. I heard 
from Taiwanese leaders that they 
don’t want to fight China, and 
they value a status quo that pro-
vides them the benefits of demo-
cracy and free markets. But they 
are nervous as they see China 
ratcheting up pressure militarily, 
diplomatically and economically.

Over time, the choices ahead 
about the status of Taiwan must 
be made by the people of Taiwan, 
without fear or favor in reaction 
to pressure from across the strait. 
The Trump administration is so 
far taking a sensible approach in 
supporting the island and pro-
viding advanced technology for 
defensive military systems. It 
must resist the temptation to use 
Taiwan as a bargaining chip with 
China.

While undermining Taiwan 
in that way could provide some 
short-term relief on knotty pro-
blems between the two super-
powers, it would be self-defeating 
over the longer term. Keeping fai-
th with a faithful ally is the right 
course of action, and offers the 
most benefit to U.S. objectives in 
the region and beyond. Bloomberg
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With a USD7.3 
billion fortune 
and business ope-
rations spanning 

the globe, Richard Liu could’ve 
spent the last days of August 
anywhere in the world. The JD.
com Inc. founder chose to spend 
his time taking classes in Min-
neapolis as a student at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota.

Why was one of China’s most 
successful and recognizable bu-
siness figures hitting the books 
at all, much less so far from 
home in the Gopher State? That 
is part of the mystery surroun-
ding Liu’s days in Minnesota, 
where he was arrested for alle-
ged criminal sexual conduct as 
the long Labor Day weekend got 
underway.

Liu, 45, is a student in the uni-
versity’s Carlson School of Ma-
nagement and was in Minnea-
polis to complete the American 
residency of a U.S.-China busi-
ness administration doctorate 
program. The course takes place 
mainly in Beijing with a singular 
cohort of students: the average 
age is 50, and many are captains 
of industry. Co-led by Tsinghua 
University - the alma mater of 
Chinese leaders including Xi 
Jinping - its graduates include 
the executive manager of storied 
spirits-maker Kweichow Moutai 
and the head of fintech titan Ant 
Financial.

The Twin Cities program is 
one of scores that cater to a fast- 
rising Chinese demographic: 
senior executives. Unlike in the 
U.S., where luminaries such as 
Mark Zuckerberg and Bill Gates 
wear their college-dropout bad-
ges with pride, Chinese executi-
ves seek academic plaudits long 

after they cease to matter for 
their careers.

“If you have a better degree and 
better education you get more 
recognition,” said Wang Huiyao, 
founder of the Center for China 
and Globalization, a think-tank 
that advises the government. 
“China pays more attention to 
education.”

It’s not just about academic 
credentials. Many executives 
who grew up frustrated by over-
seas restrictions are indulging in 
travel freedoms. Others whose 
companies are exploring over-
seas markets hope to tap ne-
tworks abroad and gain insight 
into their targets.

“For people like Richard Liu, 
it is not so much about knowing 
more people. It is surely for the 
purpose of widening his pers-
pective, to learn new ideas, to 
get better understanding of the 
American society and market,” 
said Freeman Shen, an alumnus 
and Carlson board of overseers 
member who founded electric-
vehicle startup WM Motor Tech-
nology Co.

Liu was arrested by the Min-
neapolis police on an accusation 
of “criminal sexual conduct” 
late Friday night and held about 
16 hours. A Police Department 
spokesman says the investiga-
tion is ongoing. Joseph Frie-
dberg, Liu’s attorney, said he is 
confident there will be no crimi-

nal charges and that the CEO did 
nothing wrong.

Liu is now back at work in his 
home country, a big source of 
scholars for American colleges. 
Though U.S.-China tensions 
are running high, the Univer-
sity of Minnesota continues to 
tout its decades-old tradition of 
welcoming students from the 
Orient. The college says it was 
among the first to resume ex-
changes after the normalization 
of relations with China in the 
late 1970s, establishing an offi-
ce dedicated to maintaining ties 
in 1979. In 2008, it opened an 
office in Beijing to support that 
collaboration.

The “education at Minnesota is 
as rigorous as that in Harvard,” 
added Shen, who also attended 
the Ivy League college.

Foreign graduates and recruit-
ment executives say one dee-
p-seated reason for the recent 
surge in popularity of overseas 
academic programs is an ur-
gent need to solve the problems 
facing a rapidly changing eco-
nomy: the rich-poor divide, te-
chnology development and sus-
tainable growth among them.

“What worked before, everybo-
dy knows will not work in the fu-
ture,” said Ken Qi, a recruitment 
executive for Spencer Stuart. 
“The whole economy is under 
huge pressure to be transfor-
med.”

Such programs - offered by 
countless global universities - 
are increasingly popular among 
the executives Qi helps place in 
top-flight companies. The stu-
dents run the gamut from inter-
net startup founders to directors 
at state-owned enterprises, he 
said. Lower down the corpora-
te ladder, a key attraction is the 
ability to network: much of Chi-
na runs on connections.

But the overarching driver may 
be a hunger to learn how to coax 
their Chinese companies into a 
new economic era. The country’s 
businesses - especially those in 
tech - are increasingly sending 
their most promising graduates 
in unprecedented volumes for 
further study to learn how Wes-
tern businesses use technology 
to deal with economic upheaval.

Spearheaded by seasoned aca-
demic, table-tennis enthusiast 
and Chinese citizen Tony Hai-

tao Cui, the Minneapolis docto-
rate program only produced its 
inaugural class of graduates in 
May of this year. A news report 
posted by Kweichow Moutai 
showed its executive manager 
Cai Fangxin getting his certifica-
te from Carlson School of Mana-
gement dean Sri Zaheer. Other 
graduates onstage that day 
included Chen Jianhua, chair-
man of Hengli Group Co. and 
Wu Xiaoli, deputy-director of 
information for Phoenix Media 
Investment. All are considered 
business elite.

“Carlson is known to transform 
students,” Ant Financial Chair-
man Eric Jing, a Carlson grad, 
said in a commencement speech 
to the class of 2017. “I discove-
red a lot here. A wealth of know-
ledge, a global perspective and a 
desire to build more bridges be-
tween Carlson and China.”

The trend of Chinese executi-
ves going abroad has only just 
begun, said Center for China 
and Globalization’s Wang.

“It’s going to increase because 
there are more business peo-
ple who want to go study, there 
are more new problems, new 
challenges that need to be lear-
ned about,” he said. “The market 
economy was not started here 
that long ago so it’s quite natu-
ral for them to go to different 
B schools and have further stu-
dies.” Bloomberg

Why a Chinese billionaire was 
studying in the US before arrest

 That is part 
of the mystery 
surrounding 
Liu’s days in 
minnesota, 
where he was 
arrested
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 The celebrations in Pyongyang 
come as Trump has blamed 
Beijing for the slow progress of 
denuclearization

Xi to send top ally to North Korea anniversary

SoUTh ChINA SeA

Philippines extricates warship from Half Moon shoal
The Philippine navy 

extricated one of its 
largest warships from the 
shoal where it ran aground 
last week near a hotly dis-
puted region in the South 
China Sea.

Two Philippine security 
officials told The Associated 
Press early yesterday that 
tugboats were used to pull 
the BRP Gregorio del Pilar 
from the shallow fringes 
of Half Moon Shoal, which 
the Philippines calls Hasa 
Hasa, before midnight. The 
military later confirmed the 
successful extrication.

The frigate, which was 
being towed back to a Phi-
lippine port, ran aground 
during a routine patrol We-
dnesday night, damaging 
some of its propellers. Its 

more than 100 crewmen 
were unhurt.

The barren shoal is on the 
eastern edge of the disputed 
Spratly archipelago, whe-
re tensions have run high 
in recent years after China 
built seven disputed reefs 
into man-made islands and 
reportedly installed missile 
defense systems.

Philippine defense offi-
cials notified their Chinese 
counterparts after the ac-
cidental grounding of the 
Philippine Navy frigate at 
the shoal, which Beijing 
claims, to avoid any misun-
derstanding, said the two 
Philippine officials, who 
spoke to the AP on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
discuss the issue publicly.

Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana said last week 
that China offered to help 
but that the Philippines 
would handle it.

A Chinese frigate ran 
aground on the shoal in 
2012 and was pulled away 
by Chinese military ships.

Half Moon Shoal lies 
about 110 kilometers from 
the southern tip of the wes-
tern Philippine island of 
Palawan and south of the 
disputed Second Thomas 
Shoal, where a Philippine 
navy transport ship was 
intentionally grounded in 
1999 and has since served 
as a Philippine military ou-
tpost.

China has repeatedly de-
manded the now-rusty 
BRP Sierra Madre be remo-

ved from Second Thomas 
Shoal, which is claimed by 
the Philippines and China.

A military report seen by 
the AP said the propellers 
of the BRP Gregorio del 
Pilar were damaged by the 
grounding. The crew repor-
ted, however, that the friga-
te was not taking in water.

At least four Philippi-
ne Navy and Coast Guard 
ships were deployed to se-
cure the BRP Gregorio del 
Pilar and provide food and 
other supplies to its sailors. 
Tugboats were hired to ex-
tricate the ship and tow it 
to a Philippine port for re-
pairs, military spokesman 
Col. Edgard Arevalo said.

The frigate is one of three 
former U.S. Coast Guard 
cutters acquired by the Phi-

lippine military and now 
are the Philippines’ largest 
warships.

The United States and 
Asian governments which 
have claims in the disputed 
sea, including the Phili-
ppines, have raised alarms 

over China’s island buil-
ding and militarization of 
the strategic territory.

The Philippines has 
been one of the most vo-
cal critics of China’s as-
sertive moves in the dis-
puted waters. AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping will not attend cele-

brations of the 70th anniversary 
of North Korea’s founding this 
weekend but will send a top ally 
to represent him instead, the ru-
ling Communist Party announ-
ced yesterday.

Speculation had swirled over 
whether Xi would attend the cele-
brations following three visits to 
China this year by North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un.

Analysts said a decision by Xi 
not to travel to Pyongyang wou-
ld indicate that Beijing expected 
further actions from Kim, inclu-
ding real signs of progress toward 
denuclearization.

The party’s International De-
partment said Xi would be repre-
sented by Li Zhanshu, the party’s 
third-ranking official and head of 
China’s rubberstamp parliament.

While China-North Korea re-
lations have improved this year 
following a prolonged chill, Chi-
na remains committed to U.N. 
economic sanctions placed on 
the North over its ballistic missile 
and nuclear weapons testing pro-
grams.

The celebrations in Pyongyang 
also come as U.S. President Do-
nald Trump has blamed Beijing 
for the slow progress of denu-
clearization, suggesting that Chi-
na has been encouraging North 
Korea to drag its feet with de-
nuclearization to gain leverage 
against the U.S. in a trade dispute 
that has seen both sides leveling 
tariffs on USD50 billion of each 
other’s products.

Last week, Trump tweeted that 
North Korea “is under tremen-
dous pressure from China be-
cause of our major trade disputes 

with the Chinese government,” 
adding, “This is not helpful!”

China wasn’t having any of it. 
Foreign ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying said Washington 
should “engage in self-reflection 
and stop flip-flopping and bla-
ming others.”

“Regarding America’s attempts 
to pass the buck, I’m sorry, we’d 
rather not accept,” Hua told re-
porters.

China has already distanced 
itself somewhat from its signifi-
cant cooperation with the U.S. 
on North Korea. After supporting 
tough U.N. sanctions and scaling 
back trade with the North after it 
ramped up nuclear and missile 
tests last year, Beijing has eased 
the pressure on its neighbor sli-
ghtly.

No Chinese head of state has 
visited North Korea since Presi-
dent Hu Jintao met with Kim’s 
father, Kim Jong Il, in Pyongyang 
in 2005, a time when Beijing was 
urging the North to reform its 
economy and take part in six-na-
tion denuclearization talks.

When the younger Kim took 
power in 2011, exchanges slowed 
as Kim sought to assert his inde-
pendence and China grew im-
patient with Kim’s nuclear and 
missile tests. Ties frayed last year 
when China supported tougher 
U.N. sanctions on Pyongyang 
and suspended coal and iron ore 
imports.

That made Kim’s three visits 
to China this year all the more 
striking, a sign that the rela-
tionship was back on track.

A visit by Xi on such a symbolic 
occasion would have further un-
derscored the unique historical 
ties between the two countries’ 
ruling parties. Mao Zedong sent 
Chinese troops to aid North Ko-
rea after the Korean War began 
in 1950, setting up a relationship 

once described as being “as close 
as lips and teeth.”

Xi could have also used the 
opportunity to reassert China’s 
claim to a place at the table when 
key decisions are made concer-
ning Pyongyang’s relationships 
with both Washington and Sou-
th Korea, including over a pos-
sible formal end to the Korean 
War. Beijing is determined to 
ensure its interests are honored, 
especially its desire to maintain 
the viability of Kim’s regime and 
keep U.S. and South Korean for-
ces far from its border.

“I think Beijing is worried that 
North Korea will go its own way 
and work out new relationships 
with Washington and Seoul and 
move out of China’s orbit,” said 
John Delury, a North Korea 

expert at Yonsei University in 
Seoul.

Michael Kovrig, senior adviser 
for Northeast Asia at the Inter-
national Crisis Group, described 
a decision by Xi not to go as a 
“strong signal,” indicating that 
“North Korea has a lot to do to 
get back in China’s good graces.”

Still, his appointment of a high
-ranking official such as Li as his 
envoy appeared to indicate ties 
remained basically on track.

Kim’s visits to Beijing displayed 
all the customary pomp and 
circumstance bestowed on his 
father and grandfather. A sepa-
rate visit to the northern port of 
Dalian showed the two leaders 
strolling along the beach and 
chatting amid lush gardens — all 
apparently intended to imply a 
warm personal relationship be-
tween them.

Diplomats say Beijing conti-
nues to implement U.N. sanc-
tions on exports of coal, iron 
ore, seafood and other products. 
In one area not covered by the 
sanctions, however, it seems to 
be cutting Pyongyang some sla-
ck: tourism.

Recent visitors to North Korea 
say numbers of Chinese visitors 
have exploded in recent months, 
with busloads turning up at key 
spots such as the Demilitarized 
Zone dividing the two Koreas and 
Mount Paektu, which touches the 
country’s border with China.

China is likely advertising the 
potential benefits of North Ko-
rean compliance farther down 
the line.

“China has a strategy of trying 
to prevent North Korea from 
straying too far,” Delury said. 
“This relationship is full of mu-
tual distrust, but they keep it wi-
thin certain bounds.” AP

A Philippine Navy ship is seen last week in the vicinity of Half Moon 
Shoal (or Hasa Hasa in Tagalog)

President Xi Jinping and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Dalian, last May
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Nick Perry, Nauru

Tensions over China 
and refugees ran high 
yesterday at a meeting of 
Pacific leaders after host 

Nauru accused a Chinese official 
of bullying and temporarily detai-
ned a New Zealand journalist.

Nauru is hosting the Pacific Is-
lands Forum, which is being at-
tended this week by leaders from 
18 member nations and delega-
tions from other countries inclu-
ding the U.S. and China.

Nauru recognizes Taiwan and 
doesn’t have diplomatic relations 
with China.

After a closed-door meeting at 
the forum yesterday, Nauru Pre-
sident Baron Waqa said a Chi-
nese official had demanded to be 
heard when other leaders were 
due to speak.

“And he insisted, and was very 
insolent about it, and created a 
big fuss and held up the meeting 
of leaders for a good number of 
minutes when he was only an of-
ficial,” Waqa said. “Maybe becau-
se he was from a big country he 
wanted to bully us.”

Even before the forum started 
there had been tensions with Chi-
na after some other nations threa-
tened to pull out following a dispu-
te over whether Chinese officials 
could use their diplomatic pass-
ports to enter Nauru. Waqa said it 
had all been a misunderstanding, 
and that officials from both coun-

tries often traveled to the other 
country using ordinary passports.

Nauru has been eager to limit 
discussion during the forum of 
the more than 600 refugees who 
live on the tiny island, and has 
placed restrictions on visiting 
journalists reporting on topics 

outside the forum.
Nauru police detained 1 News 

journalist Barbara Dreaver for 
about three hours and revoked 
her forum accreditation after she 
was spotted interviewing a refu-
gee outside a local restaurant.

Dreaver said she was just 

doing her job.
“I was under the impression, 

and I know, we were allowed to 
talk to refugees,” Dreaver said. “I 
think it probably shows things are 
a wee bit sensitive here, in fact a 
lot sensitive.”

Waqa disputed whether Drea-

ver was detained, saying she’d 
been taken to the police station 
for questioning and had coopera-
ted. He said she breached proto-
cols by not asking permission to 
speak to refugees in the high-ten-
sion environment.

“The media coming are not in-
terested in the Pacific, but inte-
rested in something else,” Waqa 
said. “We knew this all along, and 
it’s sad.”

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern said in a state-
ment that she was pleased that 
Dreaver had been released.

“This government believes in 
freedom of the press, throughout 
the world, and of course that in-
cludes the entire Pacific region,” 
Ardern said.

Ardern is due to join the forum 
for its final day today. She has 
faced some criticism at home 
for the extra cost to taxpayers of 
flying her to Nauru separately af-
ter the rest of her delegation had 
arrived so she wouldn’t have to be 
away as long from her infant dau-
ghter Neve. AP

Nauru’s President Baron Waqa (center) attends the opening ceremony of the Pacific Islands Forum in Nauru

PACIFIC ISLANdS ForUm

Tensions run high over China 
and refugees at meeting
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SerBIA

Turkey’s crisis could slow its 
push for influence in Balkans

USA

New Yorker drops plans to interview Bannon at festival
Hillel Italie, New York

Facing widespread 
outrage, The New 

Yorker has dropped plans 
to interview Steve Ban-
non during its festival next 
month.

New Yorker editor David 
Remnick told The Asso-
ciated Press in a statement 
shared yesterday [Macau 
time] with the magazine’s 
staff that he had chan-
ged his mind. The former 
Donald Trump aide and 
ex-chairman of Breitbart 
News was supposed to be 
a featured guest during a 
prestigious gathering that 
over the years has drawn 
some of the world’s most 
prominent artists and pu-
blic figures. This year’s 
guests include Emily Blunt, 
Zadie Smith and Sally Ya-
tes, who Trump fired as de-
puty attorney general after 

she refused to back his ini-
tial ban on travelers from 
Muslim countries. The ban 
was advocated by Bannon, 
a senior White House advi-
ser at the time.

“I’ve thought this throu-
gh and talked to colleagues 
— and I’ve re-considered,” 
Remnick, who has repeate-
dly denounced Trump and 
his administration, wrote 
of his decision on Bannon. 
“There is a better way to 
do this. Our writers have 
interviewed Steve Bannon 
for The New Yorker befo-
re, and if the opportunity 
presents itself I’ll interview 
him in a more traditionally 
journalistic setting as we 
first discussed, and not on 
stage.”

Remnick also acknowled-
ged that festival guests, un-
like those interviewed on 
radio or for a print story, 
are paid an honorarium, 

along with money for tra-
vel and lodging.

In an email statement, 
Bannon wrote: “After 
being contacted several 
months ago and with seven 
weeks of continual reques-
ts for this event, I accepted 
The New Yorker’s invita-
tion with no thought of an 
honorarium.”

“The reason for my accep-
tance was simple: I would 
be facing one of the most 
fearless journalists of his 
generation. In what I wou-
ld call a defining moment, 
David Remnick showed he 
was gutless when confron-
ted by the howling online 
mob,” he added.

A letter from Remnick, 
dated June 28, details the 
invitation to Bannon.

“I would like to invite you 
to sit down with me for 
an informal, free-ranging 
discussion of the political 

movements redefining in-
ternational and local poli-
tics. This would include, of 
course, your work abroad 
as well the upcoming mi-
dterms. There would be 
no need for prepared re-
marks, as we intend these 
events to be unscripted, 
lively, and spontaneous,” 
Remnick writes, adding: 
“Naturally, the magazine 
would handle all your tra-
vel arrangements and ac-
commodations; you would 
receive an honorarium; 
and you would also be in-
vited to attend most other 
Festival events.”

“We would be honored to 
have you,” he writes at the 
end.

The New Yorker’s annou-
ncement on Bannon came 
earlier and was denounced 
by Roxane Gay, Jessica 
Valenti and many others. 
Gay tweeted that “the in-

tellectual class doesn’t 
truly understand racism or 
xenophobia. They treat it 
like an intellectual project, 
where perhaps if we ask 
‘hard question’ and bandy 
about ‘controversial’ ideas, 
good work is being done.” 
Filmmaker Judd Apatow 
had tweeted he would not 
attend if Bannon was in-
terviewed. Kathryn Schulz 
was among the New Yorker 

staff writers who tweeted 
that they had informed 
Remnick directly about 
their objections.

Tweeted Patton Oswalt: 
“I’m out. Sorry, @
NewYorker. See if Milo 
Yiannopoulos is free?” a re-
ference to the far-right wri-
ter and speaker whose me-
moir was dropped last year 
by Simon & Schuster after 
numerous complaints. AP

Jovana Gec & Dusan Stojanovic, 
Vladicin Han

In the south of Serbia, a 
Turkish car parts company 
has been hailed as a savior: 
its new plant created hun-

dreds of jobs and breathed new 
life into a region that has long 
been underdeveloped and was 
devastated in the 1990s’ wars.

But with the dramatic plunge 
in the value of the Turkish cur-
rency this year as a result of in-
vestor concerns and a diplomatic 
dispute with the U.S., there are 
worries in Serbia and the rest of 
the Western Balkans that such 
investments from Turkey may 
dry up.

Analysts say that the country’s 
financial turmoil may slow futu-
re Turkish investments in Serbia, 
Bosnia, Macedonia, Albania and 
Kosovo, where Ankara is vying 
for influence, both economic and 
political, together with the Euro-
pean Union, China and Russia.

“We are worried, the crisis in 
Turkey cannot be without reper-
cussions for us,” Serbian Trade 
Minister Rasim Ljajic said re-
cently as the Turkish lira fell.

Trade between the Western 
Balkans and Turkey has grown 
from USD430 million in 2002 
to $3 billion in 2016, with Serbia 
accounting for nearly one third. 
Turkey is now among the top 10 
trading partners for Serbia and 
top three for Kosovo.

Western European leaders wor-
ry about the expanding authori-
tarian influence of Turkish Pre-
sident Recept Tayyip Erdogan 
and are concerned that he may 
gain influence in the Balkans. 
The Western Balkan countries 
formally want to join the EU 
but their applications have vir-
tually been put on hold because 
of the EU’s internal problems 

like Brexit, and that has exposed 
the Balkans to additional econo-
mic and political influence from 
Turkey, China and Russia.

The Balkans had been under Ot-
toman occupation for 500 years, 
meaning there are also cultural 
ties — for example, in Bosnia’s 
and Kosovo’s Muslim heritage— 
that have helped Turkey gain a 
presence.

Some think that the Western 
Balkans are significant enough 
geopolitically for Erdogan that 
Turkey will try to retain its exis-
ting investments and trade.

Aleksandar Medjedovic, a 
board member of the Turkish-
Serbian Business Council, says 
Turkey will likely maintain plan-

ned investments but that they 
may be delayed.

“Fluctuations in the domestic 
currency rates always have an 
impact on the economy and they 
do impact on Turkish economy 
at the moment,” said Medjedo-
vic. But, he added, the “Balkans 
is a strategic area for Turkish in-
vestors.”

In the Muslim-dominated Bos-
nia, Turkish investments are so 
far modest, but its political in-
fluence has risen since the bloody 
war there in the 1990s. Turkish 
aid groups have been rebuilding 
bridges and old Ottoman mos-
ques and financing education. 
They have provided some 300 
million euros for non-profit pro-

jects in Bosnia.
Demonstrating the extent of 

Erdogan’s political influence in 
Bosnia, the Turkish president 
held a pre-election rally in May 
in the Bosnian capital, Saraje-
vo, after similar gatherings were 
banned in Germany and Austria.

While Turkey is not a major 
investor in Bosnia, Ankara last 
year pledged 3 billion euros ($3.5 
billion) in financing for the cons-
truction of a highway between 
Sarajevo and Belgrade, and of-
ficials expect that project to go 
ahead.

Medjedovic said Turkey sees 
the Balkans, particularly Serbia 
and EU member Croatia, prima-
rily as a “gateway” for its goods to 

the European Union.
So while there are questions 

about new investments, that may 
bode well for existing ones, like 
the spare parts factory in Vladi-
cin Han, a small, drab-looking 
Serbian town of some 20,000 
people where unemployment is 
rife. It produces mainly rubber 
parts for cooling and heating sys-
tems for clients such as Volkswa-
gen, Skoda, Audi or Porsche.

The plant’s Turkish manager, 
Fikret Aynibal, said that parent 
company Teklas Automotive has 
not taken any decision yet to stop 
investing in Serbia and the wider 
region because investment plans 
are based on five to ten years. If 
anything, Aynibal said, the com-
pany might invest more as tur-
moil reins at home.

“We are thinking to expand also 
in the Serbian region.” AP

Steve Bannon

 
We are worried, 
the crisis in 
Turkey cannot 
be without 
repercussions 
for us.

RASIM LJAJIC 
SERBIAN TRADE MINISTER
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TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:50
16:15
18:40
19:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
22:05
22:25
23:15
23:50
00:45
01:10

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Portuguese Soap opera
Cartoons
Portuguese Comedy
Micellaneous
TDM Interview (Repeated)
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
News from my Country - Portugal
Around the World
Portuguese Serie - Liberty 21
TDM News    
Miscellaneous
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live

what’s ON ...

Monkey king
TiMe: 4pm & 8pm daily (except on Thursdays) 
Venue: Sands Cotai Theatre 
AdMission: MoP380, MoP480, MoP680, 
MoP980, MoP1280 
CoTAi TiCkeTing: (853) 2882 8818 
kong seng TiCkeTing: (853) 2855 5555 

MACAu sCienCe CenTre
TiMe: 10am-6pm daily (Except on Thursdays; open 
on public holidays)
Venue: Macau Science Center 
AdMission: MoP25 (Exhibition Centre)
                    MoP60 (Planetarium 2D dome or 2D 
sky shows)
                    MoP80 (Planetarium 3D dome or 3D 
sky shows)
enquiries: (853) 2888 0822 

AnnuAl ArTs exhibiTion beTween ChinA And 
PorTuguese-sPeAking CounTries - AlTer ego
TiMe: 10am-7pm (closed on Mondays)
unTil: September 9, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art, old Court Building, 
Tap Seac Gallery, Taipa Houses Museum
AdMission: Free
enquiries: (853) 2836 6866 

exhibiTion of new works in MAM 
ColleCTion
TiMe: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
unTil: october 26, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art
Admission: Free
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

ArT is PlAy
TiMe: 10:30am-10pm (last entry at 9:30pm)
unTil: September 9, 2018 
Venue: MGM Art Space, MGM Macau 
AdMission: MoP120 (free admission for children 
aged two or under) 
enquiries: (853) 8802 3833

fAshion rejuVenATion – exhibiTion of eCo-
friendly And funCTionAl fAshion
TiMe: 10am-8pm (closed on Mondays, open on 
public holidays)
unTil: September 30, 2018 
Venue: Macao Fashion Gallery 
AdMission: Free admission 
enquiries: (853) 2835 3341

this day in history

An Israeli businessman yesterday [Macau time] said he re-
ceived calls and messages from senior Israeli and foreign mi-
litary officials after he was assigned the former phone number 
of Israel’s military chief of staff.

Israeli Army Radio identified the man only as Yossi. Speaking 
to the radio station, he said he became alarmed when he be-
gan receiving what looked like very sensitive messages.

“A red light went on ... if it got in the hands of another citizen 
I don’t know what would happen,” he said.

It wasn’t entirely clear how Lt. Gen. Gadi Eisenkot’s number 
was passed on to a private citizen.

In a statement, the military said “the phone number was 
changed more than a year ago as part of routine procedure 
coordinated with the supplier.” It did not elaborate.

According to the radio report, the provider said the number 
was not classified and was reassigned to another customer.

 Offbeat
wrong move. israeli general’s text 
messages misfired to old cell number

Screen icon Marilyn Monroe has been found dead 
in bed at her Los Angeles home.

The 36-year-old actress’ body was discovered in 
the early hours of this morning by two doctors who 
were called to her Brentwood home by a concerned 
housekeeper.

The doctors were forced to break into Miss Mon-
roe’s bedroom after being unable to open the door. 
She was found lying naked in her bed with an empty 
bottle of Nembutal sleeping pills by her side.

The local coroner, who visited the scene later, said 
the circumstances of Miss Monroe’s death indicated 
a “possible suicide”.

Marilyn Monroe was born Norma Jeane Mortenson 
on 1 June 1926 in Los Angeles.

Her mother, Gladys Baker, had mental problems 
which resulted in Norma Jeane spending most of her 
childhood in foster homes and orphanages.

She wed her neighbour, Jimmy Dougherty in 1942, 
but the marriage failed in 1946 due to Norma Jeane’s 
new-found fame as a photographic model.

In 1944 while her husband was serving in the South 
Pacific with the Merchant Marines, Norma Jeane was 
discovered by photographer David Conover.

By 1946 she had signed her first studio contract 
with 20th Century Fox and changed her name to Ma-
rilyn Monroe.

Since 1947 she has appeared in 30 films, including 
The Prince and the Showgirl, Bus Stop, The Seven 
Year Itch, How to Marry a Millionaire and Some Like 
it Hot, for which she won a Golden Globe for Best 
Actress in a Comedy.

Her 1954 marriage to baseball star Joe DiMaggio 
lasted just nine months and on 29 June 1956 the star 
married playwright Arthur Miller.

But that marriage ended in 1961. Miss Monroe’s ro-
mantic life has long been the subject of speculation 
and she has been linked with President Kennedy.

Millions of fans around the world will be deeply sho-
cked by the star’s premature and tragic death.

courtesy BBc news

1962 marilyn monroe found 
          dead

in context
Marilyn Monroe was buried in the Corridor of Memories at Westwood 
Memorial Park in Los Angeles.
Two months before she died Monroe had been fired by Fox Productions 
for repeatedly failing to turn up on the set of the film Something Has Got 
To Give.
The production was never completed even though Monroe was re-hired 
by the film company on 1 August.
During the months before her death she had been seeing Joe DiMaggio 
and the pair had agreed to re-marry on 8 August 1962.
For 20 years after her death flowers from DiMaggio were delivered weekly 
to Monroe’s crypt.
There has been much speculation about Marilyn Monroe’s death and the 
causes of it. Many have suggested that it was highly unlikely she commit-
ted suicide but perhaps accidentally took an overdose of drugs.
Others have suggested that a third party may have administered the drug.

cinema
cineteatro
30 aug - 05 sep

hotel tranSylvania 3: a MonSter vaCation
room 1
4:45pm
director: genndy tartakovsky 
Starring:  adam Sandler, andy Samberg, Selena gomez
language: english (Chinese)
duration: 97min

along with the godS:
the laSt 49 dayS
room 1
2:15, 18:30, 9:15pm
director: Kim yong-hwa
Starring: ha Jung-woo, Ju Ji-hoon, KiM hyang-gi
language: Korean (Chinese & english)

doraeMon the Movie:
nobita’S treaSure iSland
room 2
4:45pm
director: Kazuaki imai 
Starring: wasabi Mizuta, Megumi ohara, yumi Kakazu 
language: Cantonese (Chinese)
duration: 109min

Killing for the proSeCution
room 2
2:30, 7:15, 9:30pm
director: Masato harada
Starring: takuya Kimura, Kazunari ninomiya
language: Japanese (Chinese & english)
duration: 123min

l StorM
room 3
2:30, 9:30pm
director: david lam
Starring: louis Koo, Julian Cheung, Kelvin Cheng
language: Cantonese (Chinese & english)
duration: 90min

hindi MediuM
room 3
4:30, 7:00pm
director: Saket Chaudhary
Starring: irrfan Khan, Saba Qamar
language: indian dialect (Chinese & english)
duration: 132min
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aCroSS: 1- Put ___ on (limit); 5- Pertaining to Benedict XVI; 10- Killer whale; 14- 
Mob boss; 15- "Die Fledermaus" maid; 16- Ship's backbone; 17- A good one gets 
you there in a hurry; 18- Philosopher Kierkegaard; 19- Yours, in Tours; 20- Peculiarity; 
23- Cinco de Mayo, e.g.; 24- "The Clan of the Cave Bear" author; 25- Disney honcho; 
29- Cream cake; 31- Big bang cause; 32- ___ de cologne; 33- Foreordain; 37- Meat-
grading org.; 40- Gardner of films; 41- Toward the mouth; 42- Distinguish; 47- ___ 
Angeles; 48- Suffix with glob; 49- One who grinds grains; 53- Goddess of wisdom; 
55- ___ Crunch; 57- The Altar; 58- overwhelming amazement; 61- Isn't wrong?; 64- 
Smelling ___; 65- Not base; 66- Dagger; 67- Great Lakes tribesmen; 68- ___ Bell; 
69- Boundary, WWE wrestler; 70- Gaze fixedly; 71- Close with force; 
 
down: 1- Assent; 2- Containing lime; 3- of the top; 4- Bishop of Rome; 5- Grassland; 
6- Think the world of; 7- Jeopardy; 8- one of the Baldwins; 9- Not strict; 10- Green-
lights; 11- No longer working (abbr.); 12- 
Corp. honcho; 13- "Rope-a-dope" boxer; 
21- Neet rival; 22- South American monkey; 
26- Close by; 27- I could ___ horse!; 28- 
Regretted; 30- on ___ with: equal to; 31- 
Winter Palace ruler; 34- Prom partner; 
35- Night before; 36- Christmas carol; 
37- Home of the Bruins; 38- Ammo; 39- 
Morse element; 43- Polly, to Tom Sawyer; 
44- Articles; 45- Deadlock; 46- Bluish 
white metallic element; 50- Secular; 51- 
Beethoven's Third; 52- Without pattern; 54- 
First name in cosmetics; 55- Salsa singer 
Cruz; 56- Later; 59- Divide; 60- Makes lace; 
61- Peer Gynt's mother; 62- Neither Rep. 
nor Dem.; 63- Not pos.;

THE BoRN LoSER by Chip SansomYoUR STARS
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Yesterday’s solution

CRoSSWoRDS UseFUl telePhoNe NUmBers

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
pSp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. hospital 28 313 731
Kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water Supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The plans you formulate will be 
powerful reminders of the growth 
you've made and the growth you 
still want to make. Ten years from 
now, the people around you may be 
different.

April 20-May 20
Your jam-packed schedule is a 
lot more flexible than you think 
it is, and one well-placed phone 
call will help give you a lot more 
breathing room. Friendships are 
all about acceptance and support.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You should feel empowered to ask 
for the space you need - there's a 
growing craving inside you for solo 
time, whether you realize it or not. 
Until you get a chance to recharge, 
social obligations will be just that.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your passion for justice is hotter 
than ever right now, so you might 
find yourself butting into a wrong 
situation that you feel needs righting. 
Friends will admire your principled 
ways and will call you a hero...

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Get ready for an unexpected event 
to clear out a lot of stress from your 
life. A particularly loud and abrasive 
personality has been making more 
frequent appearances in your life, 
much to your annoyance. 

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
There is a lot of humor and laughter 
entering your life right now, and 
it will keep you feeling mellow, 
content and laid-back. This is a very 
good thing, since a lot of facts about 
your future are in a fog right now.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Being out in the natural world is 
the right way to rejuvenate yourself 
and get a new perspective on where 
you're going right now. Visual 
beauty will bring another level of 
joy.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Today is the perfect day to clear your 
plate! You've got a lot of things going 
on, and this juggling act has got to 
stop before you run out of steam. 
Delegate as much as you can to family 
members, coworkers or friends.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You'll be experiencing the best 
of what people have to offer, and 
it will buoy you to share your 
own goodwill. The road ahead 
has never felt wider, sunnier or 
smoother.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
To prevent yourself from flying off in 
all different directions (and wasting 
your time), look to a vacancy in your 
life. What (or who) is missing? It's 
time to put all your efforts toward 
finding that missing piece.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It's all about the finishing touches. 
Pay careful attention to grooming in 
the morning, and make sure you're 
stepping out the door dressed in the 
perfect look. Completion should be 
on your mind.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
After many postponements, 
cancellations and even a few flake-
outs, your social life is headed 
toward a much more predictable 
path. That's not to say things won't 
be exciting...

  Aquarius Pisces
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Pushing endurance 
beyond limits at Ultra 
Trail Mont Blanc
Since its maiden 

edition was held in 
rain, cold and hail back 
in 2003, the Ultra Trail 
Mont Blanc has gained le-
gendary status in the run-
ners’ community.

Set up in a breathtaking 
setting in the heart of the 
Mont Blanc massif, the 
170-kilometer race with 
a total vertical gain of 
10,000 meters — a hei-
ght greater than Mount 
Everest — is regarded by 
many as the world’s most 
difficult ultra-endurance 
event. Just finishing it is 
considered a victory by 

the legion of amateurs 
competing alongside the 
elite runners.

“Each person manages 
the emotions of experien-
cing one of the most incre-
dible adventures of their 
lives and, at the same 
time, the fear of knowing 
if they will be capable of 
getting to the end,” three-
time winner Kilian Jornet 
wrote in his book “Run or 
Die.”

Starting and finishing 
in Chamonix, the annual 
high-altitude race takes a 
pack of about 2,300 run-
ners through three diffe-

rent countries (France, 
Italy and Switzerland) 
and across rivers and gla-
ciers. Last weekend, the 
weather was so cold and 
windy that runners had 
to deal with temperatures 
that felt like minus-10 de-
grees Celsius (14 degrees 
F).

This year’s winner in the 
men’s event was Xavier 
Thevenard, a Frenchman 
who covered the distance 
in 20 hours, 44 minutes, 
16 seconds. The last fi-
nisher crossed the finish 
line more than 26 hours 
later. AP

Lionel Messi failed 
to make the world 

player of the year short-
list this week for the 
first time since 2006, 
with Luka Modric and 
Mohamed Salah making 
their first appearance in 
the final three alongsi-
de Cristiano Ronaldo. 
Messi and Ronaldo have 
been the only winners 
of world soccer’s main 
individual award from 
FIFA since 2008.

Modric made the FIFA 
Best shortlist after hel-
ping Real Madrid to a 
third straight Cham-
pions League title in 
May and then leading 
Croatia to the World 
Cup final.

Ronaldo left Madrid 
after the Champions 
League final win over 
Liverpool to join Juven-
tus. Salah was injured 
in the final but was re-
cognized for his Premier 
League record 32 goals 
for Liverpool.

The women’s player 

shortlist is headed by fi-
ve-time winner Marta of 
Brazil. The Orlando Pri-
de player is up against 
Lyon teammates Ada 
Hegerberg of Norway 
and Dzsenifer Marozsan 
of Germany.

Didier Deschamps, 
who led France to the 
World Cup title, was no-
minated alongside the 
coach he outwitted in 
the final: Zlatko Dalic of 

Croatia. Zinedine Zida-
ne, who quit Real Ma-
drid after a third straight 
Champions League title, 
completes the shortlist.

The three coaches in 
contention for the wo-
men’s game award are: 
Asako Takakura, who 
led Japan to the Asian 
Games title last week, 
Reynald Pedros of Fran-
ce and Sarina Wiegman 
of the Netherlands. AP

Ronaldo, Salah, Modric 
make FIFA shortlist, 
Messi doesn’t
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France’s coach Didier Deschamps speaks during a press conference ahead of the game against Germany tomorrow 

Football’s new complex 
competition kicks off tomorrow

Russia tracks growing rate of positive doping cases
James ellingworth, moscow 

Doping cases in Rus-
sia have almost dou-

bled this year as athletes 
come under more scrutiny, 
the country’s national anti-
doping agency said yester-
day.

Yuri Ganus, the direc-
tor general of the agency, 
said it had detected 113 
potential breaches of do-
ping rules in the first eight 
months of 2018 — almost 
double the 59 it found in 

all of 2017. The rise comes 
as Russia tries to reform its 
anti-doping system after 
years of scandals across 
multiple sports. “The num-
ber of breaches is alar-
ming,” Ganus said.

It isn’t clear how many 
of the cases have resulted 
in athletes being banned, 
a process which can take 
months or even years. 
Athletes are typically clea-
red in about 10 percent of 
cases, Ganus said.

The rise may be partly 

because of extra testing. 
Ganus said the agency, 
known as RUSADA, col-
lected 7,013 samples in the 
first eight months of 2018, 
about 800 more than all of 
last year.

If that pace continues 
until the end of 2018, RU-
SADA would roughly mat-
ch the number of samples 
that major nations like the 
United States and China 
collected last year.

Russia was the leader by 
quantity of tests ahead of 

hosting the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi. Howe-
ver, RUSADA and the 
national laboratory were 
both suspended in 2015 
when the World Anti-Do-
ping Agency found eviden-
ce of corruption.

WADA later ruled Rus-
sian anti-doping authori-
ties routinely covered up 
positive samples from lea-
ding athletes. The number 
of tests in Russia plumme-
ted as RUSADA was refor-
med with new staff.

Ganus said Russia’s tes-
ting was now much more 
reliable, in part because of 
a greater focus on using in-
telligence to target specific 
athletes for testing.

There’s also an investiga-
tive unit which tracked one 
group of Russian track and 
field athletes to a remote 
part of Kyrgyzstan, where 
they allegedly worked with 
a coach who is supposed to 
be serving a life ban for nu-
merous doping cases.

WADA’s executive com-

mittee is due to vote Sept. 
20 on whether to formally 
lift RUSADA’s suspension, 
although the agency is al-
ready carrying out most of 
its official duties.

“I don’t have any opti-
mism [that the suspension 
will be lifted],” Ganus said.

He added that the main 
obstacle was that Russian 
law enforcement was re-
fusing to release samples 
from the closed Moscow 
lab, claiming they are nee-
ded for an investigation. AP

Graham Dunbar, Geneva 

FootBall’s newest 
competition kicks off 
this week in Europe with 
few knowing all the de-

tails of a complex format.
The UEFA Nations League 

certainly will get off to a good 
start: Germany hosts World 
Cup champion France tomor-
row, England faces Spain on 
Saturday, Portugal plays Italy 
on Monday and Spain takes on 
Croatia on Tuesday.

In simple terms, the compe-
tition involves all 55 European 
national teams, playing in small 
groups and separated into four 
tiers using promotion and rele-
gation, and produces a cham-
pion at a mini-tournament next 
June.

It will also award at least one 
place at the 2020 European 
Championship to one of the 
lowest-ranked teams on the 

continent.
Because of the Nations Lea-

gue, traditional qualifying for 
Euro 2020 will start in March 
instead of the usual September 
following a World Cup.

UEFA believes all its member 
federations are getting some-
thing they like. Top-ranked na-
tions want to play each other; 
the middle teams want winnable 
competitive games; low-ranked 
nations want hope of reaching 
major tournaments.

The North American football 
region now has its own version, 
while UEFA also designed a glo-
bal version for about 220 teams 
which FIFA already has plans to 
adopt.

what is the 
nations leagUe?

A group stage involving 55 
teams playing in four levels — 
Leagues A, B, C and D — from 
this week until November; a 

Final Four mini-tournament in 
June 2019 for the group winners 
of League A; playoffs in March 
2020 in all four tiers to fill the 
last four Euro 2020 qualifying 
places.

The last detail is the incentive 
for European football’s smaller 
teams.

At least one League D team — 
possibly Azerbaijan, Belarus or 
Luxembourg, for instance — will 
qualify for Euro 2020.

whY create it?
Few people seemed to like 

international friendlies which 
“really don’t interest anybody,” 
then-UEFA president Michel 
Platini said when launching the 
Nations League in March 2014.

Plus, the biennial format shou-
ld be good for business.

“These matches are relevant 
for every single market so you 
optimize in each market,” UEFA 
marketing director Guy-Laurent 

Epstein has said.
UEFA hopes promotion of 

group winners and relegation of 
last-place teams up and down 
the four Nations League tiers 
will keep it dynamic.

groUp stage
Groups of three or four teams 

play home and away on the 
usual national-team match da-
tes protected by FIFA.

Teams in the top-two tiers — 
League A and B, each with four 
groups of three nations — still 
have dates free for friendlies 
against teams like Brazil and Ar-
gentina.

Lower-ranked teams are all 
booked up in the four-team 
groups of Leagues C and D.

Final FoUr
The four group winners from 

League A advance to a Final 
Four to decide the Nations Lea-
gue champion. The semifinals, 

third-place game and final will 
be played in one nation from 
June 5-9. The host will be the 
winner of the Italy-Poland-Por-
tugal group.

eUro 2020 QUaliFYing
The Nations League pushes 

back Euro 2020 qualifying into 
2019, and affects the 10 groups 
to be drawn on Dec. 2 in Dublin. 
Top-tier teams going to the Fi-
nal Four must be in one of the 
five smaller groups of five teams. 
That clears their June schedule 
for the mini-tournament.

The other five Euro 2020 qua-
lifying groups have six teams, 
using all the FIFA dates to play 
10 games from next March 
through November.

The top two teams in each 
qualifying group automatically 
advance to Euro 2020. The re-
maining four places in the 24-
team lineup will be decided in 
Nations League playoffs.

eUro 2020 plaYoFFs
In March 2020, each Nations 

League tier will have a four-
team playoff bracket with the 
winner advancing to Euro 2020.

Playoffs will be for teams that 
failed to earn a direct Euro 2020 
entry through the qualifying 
groups. Playoff entries will go to 
Nations League group winners, 
or teams with the next-best re-
cord.

The League A playoffs could 
be filled by League B teams be-
cause most top-tier teams will 
advance through the traditio-
nal qualifying format. The Euro 
2020 draw will be in April, just 
a few weeks before the tourna-
ment begins in Rome.

potential losers
Top European clubs who liked 

to keep star players out of natio-
nal team squads for friendlies 
are not delighted with extra 
competitive games on the calen-
dar.

Even if national teams are not 
desperate to win the Nations 
League, the threat of relegation 
should mean strong teams are 
fielded.

Brazil, Argentina and other 
non-European nations also 
have fewer options for lucrative 
friendlies, especially in 2019. AP
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Taliban say founder of Haqqani 
neTwork dies in afgHanisTan

The founder of Afghanistan’s 
much-feared Haqqani network, 
a former U.S. ally turned fierce 
enemy, has died after years of ill 
health, a Taliban spokesman said 
yesterday. Jalaluddin Haqqani 
(pictured) was 71.

Haqqani died Monday inside 
Afghanistan, Zabihullah Mujahed 
told The Associated Press in a 
telephone interview. The elderly 
founder of the outlawed Afgha-

nistan-based organization, once 
hailed as a freedom fighter by 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan, 
had been paralyzed for the past 
10 years.

In announcing his death, Mu-
jahed called Haqqani a religious 
scholar and exemplary warrior.

Because of his infirmity, Haqqa-
ni’s network has been led by his 
son Sirajuddin Haqqani, who is 
also deputy head of the Taliban. 
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The sound of corrupT cash 
gushing Through europe

Europe’s national regulators are discovering 
the limits of their ability to police cross-border 
money laundering in a complex and globalized 
financial system that’s full of holes. As incom-
plete and imperfect as the region’s banking 
union may be, more supranational oversight 
and co-operation would help.

The severity and complexity of corruption 
probes hitting supposedly humdrum, diver-
sified consumer-and-business banks should 
be a wake-up call. Dutch bank ING Groep NV 
said on Tuesday it would pay 775 million euros 
(USD895 million) to settle a probe into corrupt 
practices and unusual payments, including 
sums sent by VimpelCom Ltd. to a firm owned 
by an Uzbek government official. ING admitted 
that clients had been able to launder money 
through their accounts for years.

Meanwhile, an investigation into allegations 
that Danske Bank A/S’s Estonian operations 
were used to launder billions of dollars in illicit 
funds is nearing its end. As much as $30 billion 
may have flowed through the Copenhagen-ba-
sed bank’s Estonian branch in a single year, 
according to the Financial Times. This would 
have been only one of many warning signs that 
went unnoticed between 2007 and 2015. Hol-
ding management accountable over goings-on 
in a small foreign branch has proven tricky.

At the local level, it’s clear that banks and 
their managers need to be held to a higher 
standard – and risk tougher punishments. ING 
has suspended some senior staff and “held 
back” some pay, while the bank’s executive 
board will waive their bonuses for 2018. Still, 
going by last year’s figures, the latter will only 
cover about 1 percent of the 100 million euros 
of gains ING has had to pay back on top of a 
legal settlement. Over in Denmark, regulators 
have so far only delivered wrist slaps – new, 
tougher laws being considered wouldn’t be re-
troactive.

But local crackdowns are nothing without 
better information-sharing between countries 
and a tougher approach to spotting weak cros-
s-border links. VimpelCom’s history of illicit 
payments in Uzbekistan led to a near-record 
$795 million settlement in 2016. In U.S. court 
documents, the telecommunications company 
and others in the industry were accused of 
making of corrupt payments through banks 
in the U.K., Hong Kong, New York and Lat-
via – all via shell companies registered in Gi-
braltar. The Danske scandal involves money 
flowing from Russia into the European Union, 
and false data filed to Companies House in 
the U.K.

The sound of corrupt cash being sucked 
through Europe should be heard far and wide, 
and the holes in the system need to be plug-
ged. The pan-European banking union is in-
complete, with Denmark still debating whether 
to join, and the relatively young ECB regulator 
often lacks the power to encroach on indivi-
dual member states’ authority in enforcement 
matters. More supranational oversight, or im-
provements to the current regime, would help. 
The U.S. shouldn’t be the only policeman in 
town.

World Views 
Lionel Laurent, Bloomberg

egypt An egyptian man 
was arrested outside 
the U.S. embassy 
in Cairo yesterday 
after chemicals in his 
backpack caught fire, 
in what authorities said 
was a botched attack.

gerMany Authorities 
said they’re stepping 
up surveillance of the 
far-right Alternative 
for germany amid 
growing concern the 
third-largest party in 
parliament is closing 
ranks with extremist 
groups.

britain Bank of 
england governor 
mark Carney all but 
confirmed yesterday 
that he is to stay at the 
helm of the central bank 
for longer than planned 
to help ensure Britain 
leaves the european 
Union as smoothly as 
possible.

Spain said yesterday 
it has canceled 
the delivery of 400 
laser-guided bombs 
purchased by Saudi 
Arabia, amid fears that 
the weapons could 
be used against Iran-
aligned houthi rebels in 
Yemen.

venezuela President 
Nicolas maduro said he 
is investing part of his 
personal savings in a 
gold-backed certificate 
as part of a much-
questioned plan to 
crush hyperinflation and 
reactivate Venezuela’s 
moribund economy.

MexiCo In his final 
state of the union 
address, outgoing 
President enrique Pena 
Nieto blamed surging 
violent crime in mexico 
on the inability of 
state and local police 
to handle the smaller 
gangs that emerged 
following the capture of 
cartel leaders.

Christopher Torchia, 
Johannesburg

Botswana, long 
viewed as a rare refu-

ge for African elephants, is 
coming under increasing 
threat from poachers.

Poachers are killing ele-
phants in the southern 
African country in increa-
sing numbers after wiping 
out large numbers of ele-
phants in nearby Zambia 
and Angola, a conserva-
tion group said.

The Elephants Without 
Borders group and wildlife 
officials in Botswana have 
conducted half of a natio-
nal elephant census and so 
far have counted nearly 90 
“fresh and recent” carcas-
ses of poached elephants, 
group director Mike Chase 
said in an email.

A similar census in 2014 
found just nine carcasses, 
according to Chase. Bo-
tswana has an estimated 
130,000 elephants, the 
most of any country in 
Africa.

The reported increase 
in elephant poaching in 
Botswana could reflect a 
trend in which poachers 
move into new territo-
ries as conditions become 
more difficult in regions 
where they usually opera-
te.

Those conditions could 
include a dearth of ele-
phants to kill after wides-
pread poaching, or crack-

downs on trafficking syn-
dicates in some cases.

Tanzania’s Selous region, 
for example, was heavily 
hit by elephant poachers 
but recent data indicates 
that the killing has slowed. 
Even so, killings intensi-
fied around the same time 
in Mozambique’s Niassa 
reserve to the south, which 
is linked to the Selous by a 
wildlife corridor.

The fight against ele-
phant poaching has made 
some gains, including a 
ban on the ivory trade in 
China, the world’s biggest 
consumer. But experts say 
the rate of annual elephant 
losses still exceeds the bir-
th rate, and the encroach-
ment of human settlemen-
ts is reducing the animals’ 
range.

Botswana, with a popula-
tion of just over 2 million 
people, suffers some hu-
man-wildlife conflict but 
has more space than many 

other countries for ani-
mals to roam. Kenya, for 
example, has a population 
25 times larger and is al-
most as big as Botswana in 
geographical size.

Botswana’s security for-
ces have also had a repu-
tation — and faced criti-
cism from neighboring 
countries — for allegedly 
being quick to open fire on 
suspected poachers, inclu-
ding Namibians and Zim-
babweans who were killed 
after illegally crossing the 
border.

President Mokgweetsi 
Masisi, who took office in 
Botswana this year, has 
taken steps to reduce the 
use of military weapons 
in operations against poa-
chers, according to local 
media reports.

While the move may have 
alleviated tension with 
Botswana’s neighbors, 
conservationists believe it 
could be providing an ope-
ning to emboldened ivory 
traffickers.

Poachers have targeted 
old bull elephants that 
presumably have the hea-
viest tusks, killing them 
when they go to drink at 
seasonal water sources, 
Chase said.

“A clear order has been 
put out for tusks of a spe-
cific weight, and I suspect 
such large ivory is in heavy 
demand, considering that 
there are few large tuskers 
left in Africa,” he said. AP

Botswana, long an 
elephant refuge, faces 
poaching threat
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