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More on backpage

macau-kota 
kinabalu 
route opens

AustrAliA-
indonesiA Indonesian 
and Australian ministers 
signed an agreement to 
strengthen government 
economic exchanges 
yesterday as the 
neighboring countries 
work toward forging a 
bilateral free trade deal.

]

MyAnMAr Lawyers 
for two Reuters 
journalists sentenced 
to seven years in 
prison in Myanmar 
for possession of 
official documents are 
appealing the verdict, 
the news agency said 
yesterday. Wa Lone and 
Kyaw Soe Oo had been 
reporting on a military-
led brutal crackdown 
on the Muslim Rohingya 
minority when they 
were arrested and 
charged with violating 
Myanmar’s colonial-era 
Official Secrets Act.

indiA Villagers in 
northern India have 
crushed a tiger to death 
with a tractor after it 
killed a man, despite 
the tiger living in a 
wildlife reserve, officials 
said yesterday.
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hkd drops most 
since 2016

iran warns of 
‘war situation’ 

Hong Kong’s dollar 
weakened the most since 
February 2016, unwinding 
some of last week’s jump

The re-imposition of U.S. 
sanctions was greeted with air 
defense drills and a statement 
from Iran’s president Rouhani 
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Open HOUSe

Architects list 
50 historic and 
contemporary 
buildings, 
sites

IMpORT FAIR begInS

Xi vows to open China’s 
consumer market
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Nuno Soares

Open House to promote city’s 
architecture, urban culture

edUcATIOn

Scholars discuss integrated resorts in Japan
The sixth module of 

the Global Leader-
ship Development Pro-
gramme Series: Interna-
tional Integrated Resort 
Management, co-organi-
zed by the University of 
Macau’s (UM) Asia-Pa-
cific Academy of Econo-
mics and Management 

(APAEM) and Faculty of 
Business Administration 
(FBA), is now open for 
enrolment. With a theme 
of ‘Contextual Mindset in 
Integrated Resort’, the 
program will take place 
in Macau from November 
30 to December 3. Davis 
Fong, director of UM’s 

Institute for the Study of 
Commercial Gaming, as 
well as associate profes-
sor Ricardo Siu and as-
sistant professor Morris 
Liu from the FBA, will be 
the keynote speakers. 

The four-day module 
will focus on the current 
development of inte-

grated resorts in Japan. 
Participants will have 
the opportunity to learn 
theoretical knowledge 
about gaming and casi-
no management, gaming 
law, gaming marketing, 
gaming mathematics, 
and international inte-
grated resort manage-

ment. In addition, par-
ticipants can join the 
Seventh World Business 
Ethics Forum and visit 
integrated resorts and 
gaming companies in 
Macau to learn about 
their operation and ma-
nagement model.

This module is specially 

designed for senior exe-
cutives working in in-
ternational integrated 
resorts or the gaming 
industry, senior govern-
ment officials, and scho-
lars, researchers, senior 
consultants, and admi-
nistrative personnel in 
related fields.

Lynzy Valles

Open House Macau (OHM) 
is slated to make its debut 

in the city on November 10 and 
11, with a mission of promoting 
architecture and urban culture in 
the city.

Initiated by a non-profit organi-
zation, Curb – Center for Archi-
tecture and Urbanism, the two-
day event will allow the general 
public to visit 50 buildings that 
are not ordinarily accessible by 
the public.

OHM is a member of the re-
nowned Open House Worldwi-
de, which includes over 40 cities 
in four continents.

According to the curator, Nuno 
Soares, the main idea of the 
event, being the first in Asia, is to 

democratize architecture.
“Architecture is for everyone 

[…] so we want the entire com-
munity to be able to celebrate 
the architectural history of Ma-
cau, visit these buildings and to 
be able to start to engage with 
like-minded people who are also 
interested in our architectural 
heritage,” Soares, who is an ar-
chitect and urban planner, told 
the Times.

“We don’t want to turn these 
buildings into museums. They 
should be part of the living city 
and be used [as part of] daily 
life,” he added. 

The event will accommodate 
three kinds of visits: free visits, 
guided visits and commented 
visits, which involve experts or 
private building owners who will 

speak about the designated bui-
lding.

With a slogan of “architecture 
beyond walls,” one of the pur-
poses of the initiative is also to 
speak about the architectural 
features of the buildings and the 
motivations behind the establish-
ment of the buildings.

“We want to create a platform 
for the building owners [and] 
users to share their experiences 
and their interests with the visi-
tors,” Soares explained. 

Macau has many layers of ar-
chitectural culture; thus Soares 
deemed that it is significant for 
the region to understand the “un-
told architectural history,” noting 
that there is a lack of architecture 
books on the city.

The 50 buildings were classified 

under five periods including Chi-
nese vernacular, neo-classical, 
modernist, contemporary and art 
deco.

“So this isn’t focusing on Chi-
nese and Portuguese architectu-
re, but focusing on the culture of 
Macau, which is very rich, very 
complex and multi-layered,” the 
architect explained.

“This will give the visitors the 
key to start to understand a bit 
of the reality around them. Many 
don’t have this classification, but 
in Macau we find that it is impor-
tant because […] we don’t have 
that many books on architecture 
Macau and it is not extensively re-
searched,” Soares added. 

However, the scholar defended 
that it is normal in some countries 
and cities not to have extensive 

research on particular topics and 
that many books contain know-
ledge that is built on a series of 
events.

 “We will create one more brick 
in this wall of knowledge. Instead 
of complaining that we don’t have 
information, we want to build up 
that information; expand what 
exists and initiate what doesn’t 
exist. It’s our contribution to this 
architectural history of Macau,” 
said Soares. 

He hinted that amongst the 50 
buildings would be the Leal Sean-
do building, which will open its 
library and Nobel Room over the 
weekend. 

OHM is intended to be an an-
nual event and it is eyeing an 
extension into Taipa and then to 
Coloane in its next installment.

Pre-registration is required, and 
organizers said that they are set 
to release the list of the buildings 
soon. 

Over 100 volunteer applications 
have been received for the event. 
Volunteers will engage with visi-
tors to enable them to uncover the 
architectural history of Macau.

Bringing the idea to the SAR 
took some two years, as a one- 
year pre-qualification with the 
organizers in London was nee-
ded, along with needing permis-
sion to host the event in Macau.

Victoria Thornton, president 
and founder of Open House Wor-
ldwide, will be in attendance at 
the debut in Macau.

 
We don’t have 
that many 
books on 
architecture in 
Macau and it is 
not extensively 
researched.

NUNo SoARES
ARCHITECT 
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supply 
continues to 
grow
Macau’s broad money 
supply continued to grow in 
September with a stable share 
of patacas, as broad monetary 
supply grew by 10.3 percent 
year-on-year to MOP626.4 
billion. According to statistics 
published by the Monetary 
Authority of Macao, the 
currency in circulation grew 
3.2 percent month-to-month 
whereas demand deposits 
dropped 5.3 percent. Resident 
deposits grew 0.7 percent 
from the preceding month 
to MOP610.5 billion while 
non-resident deposits also 
rose 3.3 percent to MOP244.2 
billion.  Meanwhile, public 
sector deposits with the banking 
sector increased 2.1 percent to 
MOP223.7 billion.  As a result, 
total deposits in the banking 
sector grew 1.6 percent from a 
month earlier to MOP1,078.4 
billion. Domestic loans to the 
private sector grew 2.7 percent 
from a month ago to MOP491.5 
billion.

Call for toilet 
paper in public 
bathrooms
Lawmaker Mak Soi Kun 
once again is drawing the 
public’s attention to public 
bathrooms, in particular in 
relation to toilet paper. In 
his written inquiry to the 
government, Mak pointed 
out that 26 out of 81 local 
public bathrooms do not 
have accessible facilities. Kun 
further claimed that upon 
inspection, the city’s public 
bathrooms were found to 
lack toilet paper, causing 
inconvenience to users. He 
requested an explanation 
from the government. 

Woman injured 
due to personal 
relationship 
issue 
A local woman, aged 25, has 
been arrested for assault, 
after she deliberately dragged 
another local woman, aged 
28, with a car. The accused 
and the victim are the current 
girlfriend and the ex-girlfriend 
of the same local man, 
respectively. On Saturday, the 
accused spotted the victim 
inside her boyfriend’s car, 
in the front passenger seat. 
The accused entered the 
vehicle and began driving it, 
after a brawl with the victim, 
who was dragged for about 
two seconds, or roughly ten 
meters, sustaining injuries 
to her head. The victim is 
currently in ICU, where she 
remains in critical condition.  

HKZMb

Passenger growth at 
Hong Kong checkpoint 

DHL Express expands investment 
in China to tap trade growth
German logistics ti-

tan DHL Express will 
step up its investment in 
China to seize new bu-
siness opportunities as 
the country reforms and 
opens up.

“We are the witness, 
participant and benefi-
ciary of China’s reform 
and opening-up drive,” 
said Wu Dongming, CEO 
of DHL Express China 
and managing director of 
DHL-Sinotrans Interna-
tional Air Courier Ltd. 

The popularity of cross- 
border e-commerce and 
China’s steady economic 
expansion bode well for 
the international express 
industry, and DHL will 
invest more in developing 
infrastructure in China, 
he said.

DHL opened its Zhuhai, 
Guangdong gateway on 
Friday to boost the effi-

ciency of its international 
logistics express delivery 
west of the Pearl River, as 
the newly opened Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bri-
dge eases transport be-
tween the mainland and 
the two special adminis-
trative regions.

According to Wu, the 
55-kilometer bridge is 
expected to reduce the 
time needed for express 
transportation between 
Hong Kong and the west 
of the Pearl River from 
four hours to 45 minutes. 
A new air cargo service 
route between Shenzhen, 
Guangdong and Leipzig, 
Germany also opened on 
Friday. 

Wu sees huge business 
potential in Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen, two pio-
neer cities instrumental 
in China’s drive to reform 
and open up, which are 

home to many trade- 
oriented high-tech firms 
and cross-border e-com-
merce platforms.

DHL Express is expan-
ding a logistics hub in 
Hong Kong, which will 
have a stock area of about 
50,000 square meters 
and improve cargo mana-
gement efficiency by 50 
percent.

China is the biggest 
market for DHL-Sino-
trans International Air 
Courier Ltd, a joint ven-
ture of DHL and Chi-
nese logistics giant Si-
notrans, established in 
1986. As the country’s 
biggest international ex-
press service provider, 
DHL-Sinotrans’ busi-
ness enjoys a double-
digit annual compound 
growth rate and now 
covers about 400 cities 
nationwide. MDT/Xinhua

Passenger numbers 
at the Hong Kong che-
ckpoint of the newly- 
opened 55-kilometer 

sea bridge across the Pearl Ri-
ver estuary reached an all-time 
high on Saturday, as authorities 
scrambled to prevent the chaos 
of the previous weekend.

Some 78,300 passengers had 
crossed the Hong Kong-Zhuhai- 
Macau Bridge’s (HKZMB) Hong 
Kong checkpoint as of 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, reported South China 
Morning Post, citing the city’s 
Immigration Department.

This figure narrowly beat the 
78,000 passengers recorded on 
October 28, the Sunday of the 
first weekend after the bridge’s 

inauguration on October 23. 
Last Saturday, around 59,000 
people crossed the Hong Kong 
checkpoint.

However, even as passenger 
numbers continued to rise, con-
gestion on parts of the bridge ne-
twork remained a challenge. 

The SCMP reports that hun-
dreds of travellers were waiting 
in long queues at the mainland 
checkpoint of the bridge, but 
most were seated on a bus bound 
for Hong Kong in about 20 mi-
nutes. Many of the travelers be-
longed to mainland tour groups.

In Hong Kong, passenger flow 
throughout the terminal remai-
ned orderly and not overly con-
gested, reported the SCMP. The-

re were no reports of long queues 
on the Macau side, where more 
visitors are expected to favor the 
Border Gate crossing.

Last weekend’s congestion 
marked a strong improvement 
over the previous weekend, 

when thousands of passengers 
were stranded for hours waiting 
to get on the bridge. The travel 
chaos led some to express con-
cerns about coach operators’ 
ability to cope with passenger 
demand.

The bridge’s opening ceremony 
was presided over by Chinese 
President Xi Jinping, who tra-
veled to Zhuhai for the occasion. 
The ceremony had been annou-
nced suddenly last month, with 
little information provided to 
coach operators beforehand.

At the time, a representative of 
coach operator One Bus Hong 
Kong Macau, which runs land- 
based shuttle services between 
the two special administrative 
regions, stated: “This is a mega 
project. […] At such short notice 
and without any details, how can 
we make the necessary [logisti-
cal] arrangements? It will cause 
chaos and great inconvenience 
to the passengers.”

However, the 24-hour shutt-
le bus service - nicknamed the 
“golden bus” for the color of its 
vehicles - is adapting. The opera-
tor has increased the number of 
buses in its fleet from 120 to 138 
and now rents another 20 to 30 
vehicles from other companies 
during weekends, the SCMP re-
ported.

new crossings record set on hkzmb  
as OF 5 p.m. on Sunday, more 
than 60,000 people had crossed 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge Zhuhai port, 90 percent 
more than the previous Sunday. 
The majority of the port’s users 
are visitors coming in tour groups. 
One tour group from Jiangmen 
complained of poor management 

and insufficient capacity, having 
been made to line up for more 
than two hours before waiting to 
cross from Zhuhai and take the 
bus to Hong Kong. The Hong Kong 
port also recorded the highest 
number of crossings on Sunday, 
with more than 90,000 crossings 
registered. 

 The company opened its 
Zhuhai gateway on Friday 
to boost the efficiency of 
its international logistics 
express delivery west of 
the pearl River
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Celia Lao, CEO of AirAsia Hong Kong and Macau

AirAsia kicks off city’s first 
direct flight to Kota Kinabalu
Lynzy Valles 

Airasia officially inaugu-
rated the SAR’s first direct 

flight to Kota Kinabalu yester-
day, marking the airline’s se-
cond Malaysian route and the 
seventh international destina-
tion from Macau.

This is the budget carrier’s 
third route to Kota Kinabalu 
this year after launching rou-
tes from Bangkok and Kun-
ming.

According to Celia Lao, CEO 
of AirAsia Hong Kong and Ma-
cau, the route has been plan-
ned for a long time due to pu-
blic demand.

“We could not find a good ti-
ming [to launch flights] from 
Kota Kinabualu to Macau [be-
fore]. At that time, the Macau 
market wasn’t mature enough, 
which is why we have been 
planning this route for a long 
time,” said Lao, implying that 
the launch of this route was in-
tended to coincide with that of 
the Kuala Lumpur route.

“Since the infrastructure is 
ready […] we can bring in pas-
sengers not just from the Pearl 
River Delta. […] We see that 

it’s a good timing, this route 
has been requested by passen-
gers for a long time,” she ad-
ded. 

The flight will operate four ti-
mes a week on Mondays, Wed-
nesdays, Fridays and Sundays.

Guests from Tawau, Sabah 
and Kuching, Sarawak can also 
fly to the SAR using the AirAsia 
Fly-Thru service for seamless 
transit via Kota Kinabalu.   

“We expect that this route will 
be another successful route 
because it’s unique. There are 
no other carriers flying from 
Macau to Kota Kinabalu,” Lao 
said.

“We can see in the passenger 
mix that there are Malaysians 
[flying to Macau] from the Sa-
bah side, so we expect that in 
this route, we can achieve 70 
percent of [that],” she added. 

She said AirAsia could offer 
daily flights if the demand is 
high. 

Meanwhile, Malaysia CEO 
Riad Asmat noted that Kota Ki-
nabalu is its second largest hub 
in Malaysia after Kuala Lum-
pur and pledged to continue to 
grow its network from the Ma-
laysian city.

The budget carrier will launch 
a Krabi route on December 1.

It is also set to launch a Cebu 
City route on February 8, offe-
ring promotional fares starting 
from MOP288.

Lao did not reveal whether 
the carrier would launch more 
flights next year, in addition to 
the Macau-Cebu route. 

“We have many hubs now […] 
and it really depends on the 
market demand. It’s hard to say 
how many we can launch [next 
year] but if the market is there, 
why not? We are prepared to 
launch more flights from Ma-
cau,” said Lao.

turkish flight remains a possibility 
eriC FOng, director of the 
Marketing Department of Macau 
International Airport Company 
Ltd., noted that Southeast Asia is 
an important source market for 
Macau, given the growth of air 
passenger travel. According to sta-
tistics, passengers of the Southeast 
Asia market posted a year-on-year 

growth of 11 percent in the first 
three quarters of 2018.  Fong add-
ed that the airport will continue 
to upgrade the electronic check-in 
service in the future. Regarding 
whether Turkish Airlines will open 
a route to Macau, Fong said that 
the airport has been in talks to 
implement the route next year.
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There are still a few tickets available 
for the 2018 Hong Kong Literary Festi-

val, which runs until Sunday, November 11 
at its new location at the Tai Kwun Centre 
for Heritage and Arts.

This year’s event will examine keystone 
themes such as feminism, LGBTQ+ issues 
and travel. Organizers have invited writers 
specializing in a variety of subjects, inclu-
ding music, history, politics, science fic-
tion, poetry and the environment.

Notable sessions this year include the 
Wall Street Journal’s Tom Wright, who 
will be talking about “Billion Dollar Wha-
le”; Jonathan Miller, Asia Correspondent 
for Britain’s Channel 4, discussing his new 
biography on Philippine president Rodri-
go Duterte; Hong Kong-born singer-son-
gwriter Emmy the Great; memoirist and 
novelist Cheryl Strayed, author of “Wild”; 
and Irvine Welsh, author of cult classic 
“Trainspotting.”

The Festival is also holding several 
workshops for participants this year, inclu-
ding one that discusses how to start a pod-
cast and a “Beginners’ Writing Workshop”. 
For more advanced writers and editors, 
there will be sessions titled “Literary Edi-
ting Workshop” and “Based on a True 
Story: Writing Workshop”.

The organizers aim to attract 10,000 vi-
sitors to this year’s Literary Festival, dou-
bling the approximately 5,000 who atten-
ded in 2017. Part of the reason for setting 
up shop at the Tai Kwun Centre for Herita-
ge and Arts – a Hong Kong arts and culture 
hub – is the new venue’s capacity for much 
larger audiences.

Festival director Phillipa Milne says that 
bringing the Festival together under a sin-
gle roof has allowed organizers to build 
“more of a festival atmosphere” and allow 
writers to mingle more freely with visitors.

The Festival’s themes this year align with 
the topical feminism and #MeToo move-
ments, reflecting on current affairs that 
have ensnared celebrities and public figu-
res the world over.

“While we are a literary festival and the 
focus is on books, we want people to know 
that we are also about ideas and conver-
sations,” Milne told the South China Mor-
ning Post.

Hong Kong 
Literary Festival 
says tickets still 
available

 Irvine Welsh, 
author of cult classic 
‘Trainspotting’ is 
among the invited

Lawmaker calls for Cathay 
data breach follow-up 

cRIMe

Four charged with 
covering up arson suspect 
Julie Zhu

FOur people have been 
charged with absolving 

an illegal worker from crimi-
nal liability in an arson case, 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) 
reported yesterday during a 
press conference. 

Three of the accused are lo-
cal residents: a 38-year-old 
contractor and self-proclai-
med Macau businessman 

surnamed Lei; a 34-year-old 
local renovation worker sur-
named Lam; and a 31-year- 
old local renovation worker 
surnamed Lei. The fourth is 
a 46-year-old unemployed 
man and mainland resident 
surnamed Lin. 

On the night of October 
30, the police received a re-
port from the Fire Services 
Bureau (CB) about a fire at 
a facility under renovation 

at Taipa Ocean Garden. The 
report indicated that the fire 
might have been caused by 
the renovation workers. 

According to the PJ, on 
October 31, the 38-year-old 
contractor Lei brought two 
workers to the PJ, who ad-
mitted their liability for the 
fire accident. 

One of the workers, 31-year- 
old Lei, told the police that 
he had discarded a cigarette 
butt and triggered the fire 
alarm. His fellow worker, 
Lam, claimed to have wit-
nessed Lei’s actions. 

However, during its inves-
tigation, the PJ found out 
that neither worker was in 
Macau when the accident 

occurred. The contractor 
later admitted to the police 
that he had found these two 
local residents through an 
intermediary – the mainlan-
der, Lin – to cover up for the 
real perpetrator. 

On November 1, the PJ 
found Lin, who admitted to 
his involvement. 

The PJ believes that the 
actual suspect is likely to 
be an illegal worker, which 
could be the reason behind 
the stories fabricated by the 
four men. The two workers 
did not reveal the payment 
for the cover-up. The real 
perpetrator is still at large.

Losses caused by the fire 
were not calculated as of 
press time. However, a PJ 
spokesperson indicated a 
small loss, since only a few 
papers were burnt. 

Data from the CB for the 
first quarter of 2018 shows 
that 18 fire alarms were trig-
gered by cigarette butts. 

Lawmaker Lei 
Cheng I has called 
for the Macau go-
vernment to follow 

up on a recent data breach 
at Cathay Pacific Airway Ltd 
that affected more than nine 
million passengers. 

In a written inquiry, Lei 
called upon the local gover-
nment to follow up with the 
Hong Kong government on 
the breach and its impact on 
Macau residents. 

The information exposed in 
the Cathay hack includes na-
mes, nationalities, birthda-
tes, phone numbers, emails, 
physical addresses, passport 
numbers, identity cards and 
frequent-flier programs, as 
well as historical travel in-
formation. 

On Friday, Hong Kong’s 
government said that it was 
“highly concerned” about the 
incident and has asked the 
airline to “fully cooperate” 
with the Privacy Commissio-
ner for Personal Data on a 
compliance check.

Lei also urged Macau’s Per-
sonal Data Protection Office 
to publish statistics on assis-
tance requests related to the 
data breach. 

The lawmaker said that ca-
ses of personal data breach, 
including incidents invol-

ving travel agencies, have 
been increasingly repor-
ted in Hong Kong in recent 
years.

Macau’s current Perso-
nal Data Protection Act was 
approved in 2005. Lei no-
ted that there is a necessity 

to amend Macau’s personal 
data protection act as it has 
been in effect for many years. 

In addition, Lei proposed 
that enterprises should re-
port to government depart-
ments when data breach in-
cidents occur. 

A 37-year-old local mother has been transferred to 
the prosecution authorities for assaulting her four- 

year-old son, the PJ reported during the same press con-
ference. 

The suspect and the victim live in the government’s af-
fordable housing project flat in Coloane. 

On November 2, the boy was found with several bruises 
on his body. The mother told the police she had beaten 
him because he had played with fire at home and burnt 
the sofa. 

The police investigation showed that some of the boy’s 
bruises were likely to have been sustained while he 
played with the fire. 

According to police records, the mother had previously 
beaten her children in 2017 as well. The beatings were 
triggered by her children playing with fire at home and 
by neighbors complaining about the children’s behavior. 

money exchange gang on the run 
after robbery attempt    
a mainLanD man has 
been injured by a gang who 
tried to rob him of HKD1.8 
million cash, according to 
the PJ.  On November 3, the 
victim and a mainland woman 
won HKD1.8 million from a 
casino in Taipa. The two, in-
tending to send the money (in 
RMB) back to mainland Chi-

na, planned to exchange the 
cash with a money exchange 
gang. When the gang and 
the victim met in the victim’s 
hotel room, a gang member 
attempted to take the funds 
by force. While the robbery 
attempt was ultimately unsuc-
cessful, the victim sustained 
minor injuries.   

Mother accused of 
assaulting son 
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sands china volunteers at caritas bazaar

Sociedade de Jogos de Ma-
cau (SJM) will remain the title 
sponsor and official partner 
of SJM Theodore Racing for 
the sixth consecutive year. 

A group of around 110 Sands 
Cares Ambassadors manned a 
game booth on Saturday and 
Sunday for the 49th Caritas 
Macau Charity Bazaar at Nam 
Van Lake Nautical Centre. 

Sands China said in a state-

sjm sponsors sjm theodore racing for 
sixth year running

at the Guia street circuit from 
November 15 to 18, in an at-
tempt to secure a record nin-
th Macau Grand Prix title for 
the team. 

The “SJM Macau & Part-
ners” Facebook has also lau-
nched the “Win an Exclusive 
Visit to SJM Theodore Ra-
cing Garage” game for fans 
to join in the celebration of 
this motorsports carnival.  

Until November 8, fans 
aged 18 years and above 
can visit the “SJM Macau & 
Partners” Facebook page 
and complete a few simple 
steps for a chance to win a 
visit to the SJM Theodore 
Racing garage at the Macau 
Grand Prix paddock on No-
vember 17.

president of resort operations 
and development, presented a 
MOP 200,000 ceremonial che-
que to Caritas Macau Secre-
tary-General Paul Pun.

The gaming operator has 
contributed over MOP4.5 
million to the non-profit organi-
zation since 2004. The funds go 
towards Caritas Macau’s ope-
rational expenses and its efforts 
to develop and implement so-
cial services in the community.  

Visitors to the booth won pri-
zes including hotel stays at The 
Parisian Macao and tickets to 
its Eiffel Tower; first-class ferry 
tickets on the Cotai Water Jet; 
and Sands Resorts Macao food 
and beverage vouchers, thea-
tre tickets and Qube kids’ play 
zone tickets.

Mick Schumacher, Zhou 
Guanyu, Ralf Aron, Robert 
Shwartzman and Marcus 
Armstrong will fly the flag 
for SJM Theodore Racing 

ment that 2018 was its eighth 
consecutive year of fund- 
raising at the annual charity 
event.

At the bazaar’s opening ce-
remony, Mark McWhinnie, 
Sands China’s senior vice 

Tian Chen

HOng Kong’s dollar 
weakened the most sin-

ce February 2016, unwinding 
some of last week’s jump, as 
a widening interest-rate gap 
made it more lucrative to bor-
row the currency to buy the 
greenback.

The city’s currency dropped 
0.24 percent to HKD7.8357 
per dollar as of 4:55 p.m. local 
time. That came as the cost 

to borrow one-month money 
in Hong Kong’s interbank 
market - known as Hibor - slid 
for a 10th straight day. It’s now 
the cheapest since April 2008 
when compared with U.S. ra-
tes.

Shorting the Hong Kong 
dollar has been a popular carry 
trade this year, repeatedly dri-
ving the city’s currency to the 
weak end of its trading band. 
The city’s de facto central 
bank has intervened, helping 

to push borrowing costs hi-
gher and prompting lenders to 
increase the mortgage-linked 
prime rate for the first time in 
more than a decade, but Hibor 
has now declined back to le-
vels last seen in June.

“Liquidity is loose again 
as seasonal factors, such as 
quarter-end effects and bets 
on a prime rate hike, got out 
of way,” said Carie Li, an eco-
nomist at OCBC Wing Hang 
Bank Ltd. “However, room for 

further drop in Hibor is limi-
ted, and it will likely rise again 
toward the year-end. The-
refore, carry trades shorting 
the Hong Kong dollar aren’t 
that intense, and the currency 
won’t likely slide to the weak 
end of the trading band soon.”

The one-month Hibor fell 6 
basis points to 1.04 percent 
yesterday, widening its dis-
count to dollar funding costs 
on Nov. 2 to 127 basis points. 
The Hong Kong dollar advan-
ced the most since Septem-
ber last week amid a rally in 
the city’s stock market. The 
currency is allowed to trade 
within a band of HKD7.75 
to HKD7.85 against the 
greenback. Bloomberg

Elffie Chew

Genting Malaysia Bhd. suffered its 
worst one-day fall on record as most 

analysts downgraded the stock after the 
government announced Friday that casi-
nos’ annual fees and duties on gross inco-
me will be raised.

The Malaysian casino operator tumbled 
as much as 30 percent, the biggest drop 
since its 1989 listing. Its parent Genting 
Bhd. fell as much as 12 percent, the most 
since 1998. Genting Malaysia was down 20 
percent as of the midday break in Kuala 
Lumpur while Genting traded 3.8 percent 
lower.

Finance Minister Lim Guan Eng announ-
ced in his budget speech Friday that the an-
nual fees for casino licenses will be increa-
sed to 150 million ringgit (USD36 million) 
from 120 million ringgit. He also said the 
duties on casino gross income will rise to 
35 percent from 25 percent previously.

Brokers including Affin Hwang Invest-
ment Bank, AllianceDBS Research, Nomu-
ra, Public Investment Bank, TA Securities 
and UOB Kay Hian downgraded Genting 
Malaysia following the tax hikes.

While a gaming tax increase had been an 
ongoing risk, the market had only factored 
in a 5 percentage point tax rise, Nomu-
ra Research analysts Tushar Mohata and 
Rahul Dohare wrote in a note Monday. 
They cut Genting Malaysia’s rating to re-
duce from buy and its price target to 4.20 
ringgit a share from 6.50 ringgit . The tax 
hikes will dent the the company’s net inco-
me by 600 million ringgit to 700 million 
ringgit for 2019 and 2020, Mohata and 
Dohare said. Bloomberg

gAMIng 

Genting 
Malaysia falls 
most on record 
amid higher 
casino levies

HKD drops most since 2016 
as rate gap widens again

Jack Ma

Jack Ma labels trade war 
‘most stupid thing’ 
BiLLiOnaire Ali-

baba co-founder 
Jack Ma called figh-
ting over trade sense-

less and decried once again a 
widening conflict between the 
U.S. and China.

China’s richest person - who 
warned just last month that a 
trade war could last two deca-
des - argued it was pointless 
to target goods because the 
Asian nation was on its way 
to becoming a major buyer 
of foreign products. Indeed, 
it’s services - such as those 
on the internet - powering 
job growth, not old-school 
manufacturing, the outgoing 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. 
chairman told a business fo-
rum yesterday.

Ma, whose online commer-
ce empire is China’s largest 
corporation, has been a vocal 
opponent of tit-for-tat tari-
ffs imposed on hundreds of 
billions of dollars’ worth of 
U.S.-Chinese goods. Donald 
Trump is now exerting pres-
sure on the Asian nation to 
wind back its USD423 billion 
trade surplus with the world. 

While the American Presi-
dent has floated the possibi-
lity of a deal when he meets 
his Chinese counterpart, Xi 
Jinping, in coming weeks, 
the two countries remain 
far apart on everything from 
market access to government 
support for state-run enter-
prises.

“Trade war is the most stu-
pid thing in this world,” Ma 
said at the China Internatio-
nal Import Expo in Shanghai. 
Xi, who addressed attendees 

in the morning, is touting the 
forum as a major showcase 
of the country’s purchasing 
power.

Ma’s comments come as Ali-
baba is on the verge of kicking 
off its most important annual 
shopping event - Singles’ Day 
on Nov. 11 - an online bar-
gains extravaganza that often 
has a heavy foreign commer-
ce component.

While Alibaba gets most of 
its revenue from domestic 
commerce, Ma and his fellow 

executives have championed 
China as a destination for fo-
reign-made products - Ame-
rican or otherwise. The com-
pany hosts major brands like 
Nike and Urban Outfitters 
on sites such as Tmall Global 
that showcase international 
merchandise for local consu-
mers.

“It is the greatest challenge 
for China” to transform itself 
into an importing nation, Ma 
said. But that’s also “the grea-
test opportunity for the wor-
ld.”

In October, Ma told World 
Trade Organization delega-
tes that the Geneva-based 
body has come under threat 
from Trump’s efforts to re-
cast the international trading 
system in a way that he says 
will be more balanced toward 
the U.S. The American pre-
sident has this year targeted 
allies and adversaries alike, 
threatening tariffs on all of 
China’s exports, proposing le-
vies on European car-makers 
and saying he could leave the 
WTO, which he has described 
as “unfair.” Bloomberg
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Handout photo of the National Kaohsiung Center for the Arts designed by Dutch architect Francine 
Houben seen in Kaohsiung in southern Taiwan

So much for reform: Visitors holding a Communist Party flag in front of a display commemorating the 40th anniversary of the Reform and Opening-Up policy

Two scholars due to speak at Harvard 
barred from leaving country

TAIWAn 

New performing arts center billed as largest in world
A sprawling complex of 

four theaters billed 
as the biggest performing 
arts center in the world 
has opened in southern 
Taiwan.

The National Kaohsiung 
Center for the Arts houses 
a 1,981-seat concert hall, a 
2,236-seat opera house, a 
play house and a recital hall 
under a single roof covering 
3.3 hectares (8.2 acres).

The center, which ope-
ned last month, was built 
over eight years at a cost of 
NTD10.7 billion (USD350 
million) on the site of a 
former military barracks 
in Kaohsiung, a southern 
city of about 2.8 million 
people.

The design by Dutch ar-
chitecture firm Mecanoo 
reflects the port city’s tro-

pical location and mari-
time links. It includes an 
undulating white roof and 
a large public space with 
hoists and other cargo 
ship features.

“I think what is really 
unique is this roof, what 
was inspired by the 
banyan trees with the 
crown,” said Francine 
Houben, the creative di-
rector of Mecanoo. “I had 
to create a really new pu-
blic space specifically for 
Taiwan, for Kaohsiung, 
that catches the wind of 
the ocean and the ventila-
tion of the tropical space.”

The concert hall has the 
biggest pipe organ in Asia 
with 9,085 pipes. Built by 
a German manufacturer, 
its asymmetric design re-
calls bamboo.

“I have played many or-
gans both in Taiwan and 
abroad, but this one is the 
biggest and the best,” said 
organist Liu Hsin-hung.

The center also includes 
an outdoor amphitheater.

He Wen-jhang, a 62-year- 
old retired physics and 
chemistry teacher who li-
ves nearby, said he prefers 
to the art center to another 
real estate development.

“Coming here to ex-
change views greatly in-
fluences citizens’ tempe-
rament,” He said. “In the 
past, people only rushed 
to factories to make a li-
ving. But now, we have a 
place to relax and chat to 
each other. This has a big 
impact on Kaohsiung’s 
cultural aspect. A positive 
impact.” AP

Christopher Bodeen, Beijing

A researcher at a prominent 
Chinese think tank repeate-

dly targeted by the Communist 
government said yesterday he 
and the organization’s director 
have been barred from leaving 
the country.

Jiang Hao told The Associated 
Press on that he and director 
Sheng Hong were due to attend 
a symposium at Harvard Univer-
sity this month marking the 40th 
anniversary of China’s reform 
and opening policy.

Jiang said he was given no ex-
planation by authorities when 
he was stopped at the airport on 
Saturday, but Sheng was told it 
was a matter of national security 
when he was turned around on 
Thursday.

The two work for the Unirule 
Institute of Economics, which 
advocates for market-style eco-
nomics and constitutional de-
mocracy and has been repeatedly 
harassed by the communist au-
thorities. It has been evicted from 
its office space, had its license 
pulled and seen its website and 

social media accounts shut down.
The symposium’s website lists 

four prominent Chinese scholars 
as speakers at the event sche-
duled for Monday at Harvard’s 
Fairbank Center for Chinese Stu-
dies.

Its poster features a photogra-
ph of former paramount leader 
Deng Xiaoping, the architect of 
the reform and opening policy 
whose legacy current President 
Xi Jinping is seen as diminishing 
in order to elevate his own status 
as China’s most powerful leader 
since Mao Zedong.

Jiang said nearly 20 Chinese 
scholars had been invited to at-
tend the symposium, some of 
whom had already arrived in the 
U.S.

“But some of them have chan-
ged their minds by choosing not 
to go due to reasons that are ob-
vious,” he said, pointing to offi-
cial disapproval of the academic 
gathering.

Unirule was founded in 1993 
and has published reports criti-
cal of the government, including 
one saying major Chinese sta-
te-owned companies are unpro-

fitable and receive large public 
subsidies.

Unirule has also championed 
freedom of expression and due 
process and conducted sym-
posiums on sensitive subjects 
such as the Chinese civil war 
that brought the communists to 
power in 1949.

Since taking over the ruling 
Communist Party in 2012, Xi 
has relentlessly attacked liberal 
intellectuals, rights lawyers and 
other members of civil society, 
silencing much of the indepen-
dent discourse that had begun to 
find its voice under his predeces-
sors.

Xi has demanded the entirely 
state-controlled media put the 
interests of the Communist Par-
ty first and has warned about the 
infiltration of liberal Western 
values such as freedom of speech 
into the educational system. AP

 The two work 
for the Unirule 
Institute of 
economics, 
which 
advocates for 
market-style 
economics and 
constitutional 
democracy 
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Big shots: Bill Gates (right) talks with World Bank President Jim Yong Kim

Xi looks at the big picture

Xi promises market opening 
as import fair begins
Joe McDonald, Shanghai

PresiDent Xi Jinping 
promised to open Chi-
na’s growing consumer 
market wider at a fair 

designed to help counter char-
ges that Beijing abuses the glo-
bal trading system. But he of-
fered no response to U.S. and 
European complaints about 
technology policy and curbs on 
investment.

The China International Im-
port Expo, held at a Shanghai 
convention center, is part of ef-
forts to develop China-centered 
trading networks while resisting 
pressure to roll back industry 
plans that Washington, Europe, 
Japan and other governments 
say violate its market-opening 
obligations.

“It is our sincere commitment 
to open the Chinese market,” Xi 
said in a speech to a VIP audien-
ce that included Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev.

Xi promised to cut costs for im-
porters and improve consumer 
spending power to help boost 
imports. He made no mention of 
the standoff with President Do-
nald Trump over Chinese plans 
for state-led development of te-
chnology industries.

But in an indirect reference to 
Trump’s “America first” policies 
and threats of import controls, 
Xi appealed to other govern-
ments to “jointly safeguard free 
trade.”

Some 3,600 companies from 
152 countries selling everything 
from Egyptian dates to German 
factory machinery are attending 
the five-day event at the caver-
nous convention center that 
bills itself as one of the world’s 
biggest buildings.

Prime ministers and other se-
nior officials of governments 

including Egypt, Pakistan and 
Vietnam also were attending the 
fair. The United States — Chi-
na’s biggest trading partner — 
did not send a high-level envoy.

Xi’s government is emphasi-
zing the promise of a growing 
consumer market of 1.4 billion 
people to help deflect the com-
plaints that it subsidizes fled-
gling technology suppliers and 
shields them from competition.

Business groups say China still 
hampers access to industries 
including finance and logistics. 
They say regulators are trying 
to squeeze foreign competitors 
out of promising fields such as 
information security.

Xi promised steps that might 
address such complaints if car-
ried out, including easing res-
trictions on foreign competitors 
in finance, education, telecoms 
and health care. He gave no 
details or a timetable but said 
the ruling party already was 
carrying out changes promised 
over the past year.

Businesspeople and econo-
mists welcomed the promises 
but said Beijing needs to act 
promptly to dispel concern 
about the cooling, state-domi-
nated economy.

The speech “is at least a tacit 
acknowledgement that much 
needs to be done,” said the chair-
man of the American Chamber 
of Commerce in China, William 
Zarit, said in an email. “We will 
see if this leads to the timely 
sweeping reforms needed for 
a fair and reciprocal bilateral 
commercial relationship.”

The ruling Communist Party 
is trying to restore public con-
fidence after economic growth 
sank to a post-global crisis low 
of 6.5 percent over a year earlier 
in the last quarter. The coun-
try’s stock market has sunk 25 

percent this year, becoming the 
world’s worst performer.

Xi acknowledged some Chi-
nese industries face “growing 
risks” but said efforts to shore 
up growth are already paying 
off.

China’s USD12 trillion-a-year 
economy is “a sea, not a small 
pond” and can withstand sho-
cks,” he said.

“A storm can overturn a small 
pond, but not a sea,” he said. 
“After more than 5,000 years 
of hardship, China is still here. 
Facing the future, China will 
always be here.”

China has cut tariffs and an-
nounced other measures this 
year to boost imports, which 
rose 15.9 percent in 2017 to $1.8 
trillion. But none addresses 
U.S. complaints that prompted 
Trump to impose penalty tarif-
fs of up to 25 percent on $250 
billion of Chinese imports. Bei-
jing has responded with tariff 
hikes on $110 billion of Ameri-
can goods.

The fair lets Beijing show it is 
“making efforts to boost impor-
ts,” said Rajiv Biswas, chief Asia 
economist for IHS Markit. But 
a deal with Washington “will 
require significant measures by 
authorities to reduce bilateral 
trade imbalances and to protect 
U.S. intellectual property righ-
ts,” he said.

Chinese leaders have rejected 
pressure to scale back plans such 
as “Made in China 2025,” which 
calls for state-led creation of glo-
bal champions in robotics and 
other fields that might challenge 
U.S. industrial leadership.

Last week, Trump and Xi had 
what China’s foreign ministry 
called an “extremely positive” 
phone conversation. They plan 
to meet during this month’s 
Group of 20 gathering of major 

economist in Argentina, but pri-
vate sector analysts say a break-
through is unlikely.

Already the No. 1 market for 
its Asian neighbors, China is 
seeking to expand commerce 
by building ports, railways and 
other infrastructure across 65 
countries from the South Paci-
fic through Asia to Europe and 
Africa. The Shanghai expo also 
gives Beijing a chance to repair 
its image as a positive for global 
development following com-
plaints that projects it sponsors 
under its “Belt and Road” ini-
tiative leave host countries with 
too much debt, with too little 

work goes to local companies.
Exhibitors at the event inclu-

ded U.S. automakers and tech-
nology suppliers — Microsoft 
founder Bill Gates attended — 
European pharmaceutical and 
clothing brands, African tea ex-
porters and Japanese electroni-
cs manufacturers.

At a stand for Nicolas Correa 
SA, a Spanish factory equip-
ment maker, salesman Carl Che 
showed off a milling machine 
the size of a bus that can cost 1-5 
million euros ($1.2-6 million). 
Exhibitors at the event included 
U.S. automakers and techno-
logy suppliers, European phar-
maceutical and clothing brands, 
African tea exporters and Japa-
nese electronics manufacturers.

At a stand for Nicolas Correa 
SA, a Spanish maker of factory 
equipment, salesman Carl Che 
showed potential customers 
a milling machine the size of a 
bus that can cost 1-5 million eu-
ros ($1.2-6 million). Che said 
Chinese manufacturers of wind 
turbines, aircraft and nuclear 
power equipment have bought 
406 of the machines since 2003 
and the company is looking to 
expand to food, health and other 
industries.

The expo is “a good chance to 
show ourselves to the whole of 
China,” said Che. “Today, we 
received five customers who are 
very interested. It is just a mat-
ter of price.”

The China agent for Metal 
Shark Boats, a New Orleans-ba-
sed builder of heavy duty ves-
sels for law enforcement and 
fire agencies, had two 13-meter- 
long (40-foot-long) patrol boats 
sitting in metal cradles.

It has sold five boats to China’s 
customs agency and the com-
pany is marketing itself to envi-
ronment and other regulators, 
said Sherman Ge, chairman of 
Shanghai-based Breeze Tech.

The expo also highlights the 
blurring of lines between Chi-
nese and foreign industry as 
Chinese companies expand 
abroad.

Exhibitors promoting imports 
into China included Sweden’s 
Volvo Cars, a unit of Chinese 
automaker Geely Holding; Ge-
neral Electric Appliances, part 
of China’s Haier Group in 2016, 
and California-based solar su-
pplier MiaSole, part of Beijing- 
based Hanergy Group. AP

 
It is our sincere 
commitment 
to open the 
chinese 
market.

XI JINPING
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A Chinese man walks along a street in Colombo, Sri Lanka

SOUTH ASIA

Rivals China, India cautiously 
watch Sri Lankan crisis
Emily Schmall, Colombo

China and India are clo-
sely watching the constitu-

tional crisis in Sri Lanka, whi-
ch has been a battleground in 
their struggle for geopolitical 
supremacy in South Asia.

Chinese and Indian diplo-
mats have been careful not to 
overtly take sides in the poli-
tical turmoil, which has seen 
President Maithripala Sirise-
na oust Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe, replace 
him with former strongman 
Mahinda Rajapaksa, and sus-
pend Parliament.

Wickremesinghe, meanwhile, 
has holed up at the prime mi-
nister’s residence and insisted 
he is Sri Lanka’s rightful lea-
der.

The caution exercised by the 
Asian giants stands in contrast 
to calls from Western diploma-
ts for Parliament to immedia-
tely be summoned for a floor 
vote on Rajapaksa’s appoint-
ment and underscores the eco-
nomic and military importance 
the countries place on the In-
dian Ocean island nation.

“They’re hedging their bets,” 
said Bharath Gopalaswamy, 
director of the Atlantic Coun-
cil’s South Asia Center. India 
and China “both have stakes in 
the global system and want to 
play a bigger role, so they have 
to signal they’ll work with who-
mever.”

For China, Sri Lanka is a criti-
cal link in its massive Belt and 

Road Initiative, which aims to 
use infrastructure projects to 
expand trade across a vast arc 
of 65 countries from the South 
Pacific through Asia to Africa 
and Europe. It has handed out 
billions of dollars in loans for 
Sri Lankan projects over the 
past decade.

Located just 23 kilometers 
(14 miles) off its southeast 
coast, India sees Sri Lanka as 
a bulwark in its military defen-
ses to ward off potential Chine-
se incursions and also sees the 
island as a key partner for re-
gional trade. India has grown 
wary of China’s economic in-
fluence over Sri Lanka and was 
troubled by a 2014 port visit 
from a Chinese submarine and 
warship.

Sri Lanka’s ties to both na-
tions date back thousands of 
years. It was a stop along Chi-
na’s old Silk Road trade routes, 
where merchants picked up 
pepper, cinnamon, ivory and 
pearl.

Sri Lanka traces much of its 
genealogy and culture to In-
dia, with folklore saying the 
island’s majority Sinhalese are 
descendants of an Indian prin-
ce banished there 2,000 years 
ago.

The nation’s minority Ta-
mils, meanwhile, are in part 
the descendants of more than 
a million tea and rubber plan-
tation workers brought to Sri 
Lanka from southern India by 
British colonial rulers in the 
18th and 19th centuries.

Yet that hasn’t always led 
to smooth relations. During 
Sri Lanka’s decadeslong civil 
war, which pitted Tamil rebels 
against the government, India 
intervened in the 1980s by sen-
ding a peacekeeping force that 
quickly found itself engaged 
in battle with the rebels. They 
were asked to withdraw a few 
years later amid allegations of 
abuses against Tamils.

China filled the vacuum left 
by India, providing military 
assistance that helped the Ra-
japaksa-led government defeat 
the rebels in 2009. In 2012, 
China helped block a UN Hu-
man Rights Council resolution 
demanding that the Sri Lankan 
government investigate war 
crimes. It would later pass, 
but it prompted little action by 
Rajapaksa, who was in power 
from 2005 to 2015.

China is partly involved in 
the current crisis because of 
tensions over the billions of 
dollars of loans it has given to 
build a network of highways, 
the Hambantota seaport and 
airport in Rajapaksa’s home 
district, and other projects. 
The most iconic of these has 
been the USD1.5 billion port 
city being built on reclaimed 
land off Colombo’s coast.

Sri Lanka’s debt more than 
tripled during Rajapaksa’s pre-
sidency, Sri Lankan Central 
Bank figures show.

New Delhi and other inter-
national critics have called the 
loans a debt trap.

Central bank figures , howe-
ver, show that Sri Lanka’s debt 
to India stood at 145 billion 
rupees (about $19.9 billion) in 
2017 versus 135 billion rupees 
(about $18.5 billion) owed to 
China the same year.

Rajapaksa’s defeat at the 
polls in 2015 was partly a reac-
tion to all of that debt, said Go-
palaswamy, the analyst.

Likewise, Wickremesinghe, 
prime minster from 2015, saw 
his popularity begin to wane 
last year after his government 
handed over operations of the 
Hambantota port to a Chinese 
company in a 99-year lease.

“From a democracy perspec-
tive, there’s been huge public 
resentment because the quali-
ty of these projects is questio-
nable, there’s little parliamen-
tary scrutiny and no one knows 
where this money ends up,” 
Gopalaswamy said.

Responding to public outrage 
over the lease, China in July 
offered Sirisena a nearly $300 
million grant that the presi-
dent said could be used “for 
any project of my wish.”

With so much at stake, the 
Chinese ambassador to Sri 
Lanka, Cheng Xueyuan, was 
among the first to congratulate 
Rajapaksa after he was appoin-
ted prime minister on Oct. 27. 
But that day, Cheng also visi-
ted Temple Trees, the official 
prime minister’s residence, 
where Wickremesinghe has 
been holed up since his ouster.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Lu Kang said that 
Cheng’s visits to rival prime 
ministers was simply part of 
China’s policy of maintaining 
“friendly exchanges will all 
parties in Sri Lanka,” repea-
ting China’s routine assertion 
that it doesn’t interfere in the 
internal affairs of other coun-
tries.

But after the surprise win of 
an opposition candidate in the 
Maldives who campaigned on 
a promise to reduce China’s 
role in the Indian Ocean ar-
chipelago nation, Sri Lanka’s 
strategic position has increa-
sed. If projects in the Maldives 
are canceled, Sri Lanka would 
be China’s main Indian Ocean 
link between Asia and the Sey-
chelles, off the coast of East 
Africa.

A spokesman for Sri Lanka’s 
new government, Kehaliya 
Rambukwella, said Rajapaksa 
had spoken to Chinese officials 
about revising the terms of the 
Hambantota port lease.

New Delhi doesn’t have many 
options for how to respond to 
the crisis, said G. Parthasar-
thy, a retired Indian diplomat 
and an expert on Sri Lanka af-
fairs.

“We would like to see South 
Asia integrated much more 
closely with India, so we can-
not be seen as taking sides,” 
Parthasarthy said, adding that 
India’s Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi hosted both Rajapak-
sa and Wickremesinghe in se-
parate visits to New Delhi last 
month.

The day after his ouster, Wi-
ckremesinghe met with Co-
lombo-based diplomats from 
the U.S., Britain, Australia, 
the European Union and In-
dia, among others. Many is-
sued statements calling for the 
country’s constitution and de-
mocracy to be respected. Siri-
sena held his own meeting with 
foreign diplomats on Oct. 29.

Wickremesinghe said he 
hasn’t received any official su-
pport from foreign powers, nor 
has he sought any.

“I agree with them that the 
constitution must be followed,” 
he said.

Since the crisis began, consti-
tutional scholars have argued 
over whether Sri Lankan law 
allowed the president to re-
move the prime minster and 
appoint someone new.

Sirisena yesterday [Macau 
time] ordered Parliament to 
reconvene Nov. 14 for a confi-
dence vote on Rajapaksa. China 
and India will be closely wat-
ching to see if the vote eases or 
exacerbates the crisis. AP

 For china, 
Sri Lanka is 
a critical link 
in its massive 
belt and Road 
Initiative
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Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un at a welcome performance in Pyongyang

Former chief minister of Saba state on Borneo island, Musa 
Aman arrives at Kuala Lumpur High Court yesterday

The former leader of 
a resource-rich eas-

tern Malaysian state was 
charged yesterday with 
allegedly receiving bribes 
for the award of timber 
concessions amid a wide-
ning crackdown on abuse 
by former officials.

Musa Aman, who was 
chief minister of Sabah 
state on Borneo island 
from 2003 until the ous-
ter of scandal-tainted 
Prime Minister Najib 
Razak’s government in 
May’s general election, 
is the latest high-ranking 
official to be prosecuted.

Musa, 67, was detained 
yesterday by the anti-
graft agency before being 
taken to court.

He pleaded not guilty to 
35 counts of corruption 
for allegedly receiving a 
total of USD63.3 million 
in Hong Kong and Sin-
gapore through proxies 
between 2004 and 2008 
in exchange for timber 
contracts. He was relea-
sed on bail and faces up 
to 20 years in jail for each 
offense.

Musa told reporters la-

A shark critically injured 
a man yesterday near 

an island harbor on Austra-
lia’s Great Barrier reef whe-
re two tourists were mauled 
on consecutive days in Sep-
tember, officials said.

The man suffered “signifi-
cant leg and wrist injuries” 
when he was attacked near 
Cid Harbor on Whitsunday 
Island off the Queensland 
state coast, a Queensland 
Ambulance statement said.

The victim was taken by 
helicopter to the Mackay 
Base Hospital, 100 kilome-
ters to the south, where his 
condition was listed as cri-
tical, Central Queensland 
Helicopter Rescue Service 
said in a statement.

Whitsunday is the largest 

ter that these were old 
cases and that he had 
been cleared by the pre-
vious government.

“I don’t know whether 
this is politically moti-
vated [...] I will fight this 
case to clear my name,” 
he said.

island in the Whitsunday Is-
lands group, a major inter-
national tourist attraction 
popular with scuba divers 
and sailors where shark at-
tacks have been rare.

A 46-year-old tourist, Jus-
tine Barwick, was attacked 
on Sept. 19 while swimming 
from a yacht in Cid Harbor 
and is recovering. A 12-year- 
old tourist, Hannah Papps, 
was attacked in the same 
harbor the next day, losing 
a leg.

The last shark attack in 
the Whitsunday Islands be-
fore the latest spate occur-
red in 2010 off Dent Island 
when a 60-year-old woman 
survived severe lacerations 
to her buttocks and major 
blood loss. AP

His lawyer, Amer Ham-
zah Arshad, said in a sta-
tement that the “timing 
of the charges smell of 
selective prosecution” 
because the high court is 
due to rule in two days on 
a suit by Musa challen-
ging the legitimacy of the 

new Sabah government.
Musa initially won 

the state election, held 
at the same time as the 
May 9 national polls, 
with a razor-thin majori-
ty and was sworn in as 
chief minister, but some 
lawmakers defected and 
he was later asked to step 
down but refused. The 
leader of the then oppo-
sition party was later 
sworn in as chief minis-
ter and Musa claimed he 
was unconstitutionally 
removed.

Sabah and neighboring 
Sarawak on Borneo are 
rich in natural resources 
such as oil, gas and tim-
ber but are among the 
poorest states in Malay-
sia.

Najib, his wife, his for-
mer deputy and two 
other ex-senior govern-
ment officials were ear-
lier charged with corrup-
tion and the government 
has warned that more 
may be hauled to court.

Najib has accused the 
new government of 
seeking political ven-
geance. AP

MALAySIA

Ex-state chief charged as graft 
crackdown widens

AUSTRALIA

Third shark attack 
off tourist island in 
seven weeks

cOLd FRIendS

Cuban president meets North Korea’s 
Kim Jong Un in Pyongyang
NOrth Korean lea-

der Kim Jong Un 
and Cuban President 
Miguel Diaz-Canel 

— both hoping to get out from 
under U.S. economic sanctions 
— have agreed to expand and 
strengthen their strategic rela-
tions, North Korea’s state me-
dia reported yesterday.

Diaz-Canel, who is in Asia on 
his first international tour since 
assuming office in April, arrived 
in Pyongyang with his wife on 
Sunday. He was met at the air-
port by Kim, who joined him on 
the ride into the city past flower- 
waving and cheering crowds.

North Korea’s state media 
reported the two held talks at 
the Paekhwawon State Guest 
House and stressed their sha-
red socialist history and vowed 
continued solidarity. The offi-
cial media offered few specifics, 
but said the talks proceeded in 
a “comradely and friendly at-
mosphere.”

The meeting with Kim could 
be seen as a shot across the bow 
for Washington, which has run 

into increasing difficulty in its 
efforts to wrest significant pro-
gress from the North on the de-
nuclearization issue.

Pyongyang, which has also 

been quietly cozying up to Mos-
cow recently, has been harde-
ning its rhetoric ahead of a mee-
ting in New York later this week 
between Secretary of State Mike 

Pompeo and the North’s main 
negotiator, Kim Yong Chol.

Over the weekend, Pyongyang 
used its official media to criti-
cize the U.S. for its continued 

support of sanctions — a poli-
tical tool Washington has also 
used extensively on Cuba and 
Russia — and hinted it may re-
sume nuclear development if 
Washington doesn’t change is 
tune.

Sanctions-busting has been 
high on Diaz-Canel’s agenda.

While in Moscow, Diaz-Ca-
nel discussed a nearly USD50 
million arms deal with Russia 
and won a similar vow of ex-
panded political, economic and 
military ties from Putin. The 
two then issued a joint state-
ment denouncing U.S. “inter-
ference into domestic affairs of 
sovereign nations.”

The U.S. economic embargo 
on Cuba, initially imposed in 
1958 and subsequently expan-
ded, has remained in place. 
Russia faced an array of cri-
ppling U.S. and EU sanctions 
over the annexation of Crimea 
and its support for separatist 
rebels in eastern Ukraine.

Diaz-Canel was to leave Pyon-
gyang on Tuesday and visit Chi-
na, Vietnam and Laos.

Cid Harbour, in north Queensland, Australia
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President Rouhani warns of ‘war 
situation’ as sanctions resume

cAMeROOn 

Separatists kidnap 78 pupils in restive northwest
ArmeD separatis-

ts have kidnapped at 
least 78 students and their 
principal from a Presbyte-
rian school in Nkwen villa-
ge in Cameroon’s restive 
northwest region, a gover-
nor said yesterday.

The kidnapping late Sun-
day took place near Ba-
menda, the capital of the 
troubled English-speaking 
region, according to Gover-
nor Deben Tchoffo.

A video purportedly of 
the kidnapped children has 
been released on social me-

dia via men who call them-
selves Amba boys, a refe-
rence to the state of Amba-
zonia that armed separatis-
ts are trying to establish in 
Cameroon’s northwest and 
southwest regions.

In the video, the kid-
nappers force several of 
the young male students 
to give their names and the 
names of their parents. The 
children say they were kid-
napped late Sunday by the 
Amba boys, and they don’t 
know where they are being 
held.

The men who identify 
themselves as the kid-
nappers say they will only 
release the children when 
they achieve what they 
want.

“We shall only release 
you after the struggle. You 
will be going to school 
now here,” say the men 
who identified themselves 
as Amba boys. While the 
video could not be inde-
pendently verified, paren-
ts have been reacting on 
social media saying they 
recognize their children in 

the video.
Hundreds have been 

killed in Cameroon’s An-
glophone regions in the 
past year, where violence 
between armed separatis-
ts and the military have 
increased since a govern-
ment crackdown against 
protesters in the northwest 
and southwest regions who 
claim that as the English-s-
peaking minority they are 
marginalized by the French- 
speaking government.

Violent separatists took 
up arms to destabilize the 

Anglophone regions to 
win independence for the 
areas they want to declare 
a separate state, which they 
call Ambazonia.

Last week separatist mili-
tants attacked workers on a 
state-run rubber plantation 
in restive southwestern Ca-
meroon, chopping off their 
fingers because the men 
had defied an order to stay 
away from the farms.

An American missionary 
also died in the northwest 
region around Bamenda 
after he was shot in the 

head amid fighting be-
tween armed separatists 
and soldiers in northwes-
tern Cameroon.

The turmoil in Cameroon 
comes as President Paul 
Biya, who has led since 
1982, easily won a seven-
th term last month in an 
election that the United 
States says was marked by 
irregularities. The govern-
ment did away with presi-
dential term limits several 
years ago, part of a trend 
in Africa that has dismayed 
many. AP

Nasser Karimi 
& Amir Vahdat, Tehran

Iran greeted the re-impo-
sition of U.S. sanctions yes-

terday with air defense drills 
and a statement from President 
Hassan Rouhani that the nation 
faces a “war situation,” raising 
Mideast tensions as America’s 
maximalist approach to the Is-
lamic Republic takes hold.

The sanctions end all econo-
mic benefits America had gran-
ted Tehran for its 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers, though 
Iran for now continues to abide 
by the accord that saw it limit its 
enrichment of uranium. While 
at the moment not threatening 
to resume higher enrichment, 
Iranian officials in recent mon-
ths have made a point to warn 
the controversial process could 
resume at any time, faster than 
before.

The new American sanctions 
particularly hurt Iran’s vital 
oil industry, a crucial source 
of hard currency for its anemic 
economy. Its national curren-
cy has plummeted over the last 
year, sending prices for every-
thing from mobile phones to 
medicine skyrocketing.

“Today, Iran is able to sell its 
oil and it will sell,” Rouhani 
vowed as the sanctions kicked 
in.

However, the noose of Ame-
rican sanctions appeared to be 
tightening.  Iranian officials, 
meanwhile, reported a cybe-
rattack targeting the country’s 
communication infrastructure, 
blaming the purported attack 
on Israel.

Iranian state television aired 
footage of air defense systems 
and anti-aircraft batteries in 
two-day military maneuvers un-
derway across a vast stretch of 
the country’s north. It included 

surface-to-air missiles shooting 
down a drone.

The drill was to continue 
through today. Iranian army 
Gen. Habibillah Sayyari said 
both the national army and the 
country’s paramilitary Revolu-
tionary Guard were taking part 
in the exercise.

Rouhani, meanwhile, pledged 
to government officials in com-
ments aired on state TV that 
Iran would overcome the sanc-
tions.

“We are in the war situation,” 
Rouhani said. “We are in the 
economic war situation. We are 
confronting a bullying enemy. 
We have to stand to win.”

He further stepped up the rhe-
toric, comparing Iran’s situation 
in the 1980s war against Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein with 
the current one and President 
Donald Trump’s move to reins-
tate U.S. sanctions.

“Yesterday, Saddam was in 

front us, today Trump is front 
of us. There is no difference. We 
must resist and win,” he said.

Iran is already in the grip of 
an economic crisis. Its national 
currency, the rial, now trades 
at 150,000 to one U.S. dollar, 
down from when it traded arou-
nd 40,500 to USD1 a year ago. 
The economic chaos sparked 
mass anti-government protests 
at the end of last year which re-
sulted in nearly 5,000 reported 
arrests and at least 25 people 
being killed. Sporadic demons-
trations still continue.

Rouhani separately said lea-
ders from “four powers” met 
with Iran on the sidelines of the 
September meeting of the Uni-
ted Nations General Assembly 
to try to save the deal, including 
brokering a possible meeting 
with Trump. He did not name 
those countries, but was likely 
referring to China, France, Rus-
sia and Britain, which along 

with Germany made up the wor-
ld powers involved in the 2015 
nuclear deal.

“This issue does not require a 
mediator,” Rouhani said, bla-
ming America for unilaterally 
pulling out of the accord.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Bahram Ghasemi 
also predicted the sanctions will 
actually work against America’s 
interests.

“Many countries from Europe 
to Russia and China have oppo-
sed the sanctions,” Ghasemi told 
journalists, adding that Iranians 
“have experienced more exten-
sive sanctions” and that they are 
“not a new issue.”

The United States says the 
sanctions are not aimed at 
toppling the government, but at 
persuading it to radically change 
its policies, including its support 
for regional militant groups and 
its development of long-range 
ballistic missiles.

However, Trump’s personal 
lawyer Rudy Giuliani and John 
Bolton, the president’s natio-
nal security adviser, both have 
made public statements suppor-
ting overthrowing Iran’s theo-
cratic government.

Also yesterday, Iran’s Te-
lecommunication Minister 
Mohammad Javad Azeri Jahro-
mi and his deputy, Hamid Fa-
tahi, both tweeted about a cybe-
rattack targeting the country’s 
communications infrastructure, 
without elaborating. They bla-
med Israel for the attack and 
both referenced Stuxnet, which 
destroyed thousands of centri-
fuges involved in Iran’s contes-
ted nuclear program in 2011. 
Stuxnet is widely believed to be 
an American and Israeli crea-
tion, though neither country has 
acknowledged being behind the 
attack.

Israel’s Foreign Ministry decli-
ned to comment on the Iranian 
claim. Last week, Gen. Gholam 
Reza Jalali, the head of coun-
try’s military unit in charge of 
combatting sabotage, said Rou-
hani’s cell phone was tapped re-
cently.

Israel’s Defense Minister Avig-
dor Lieberman welcomed the 
newly restored U.S. sanctions in 
a tweet, saying they will deal a 
“critical blow” to Iran’s military 
presence around the Middle 
East.

The Trump administration’s 
decision to restore sanctions “is 
the sea change the Middle East 
has been waiting for,” he said. AP

Face/off: Trump vs Rouhani

 
We are in the 
economic war 
situation. We 
are confronting 
a bullying 
enemy. We 
have to stand 
to win.

HASSAN RoUHANI
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SoftBank Group Corp. Chief Executive Masayoshi Son

MIddLe eAST

SoftBank CEO decries journalist’s
death, defends Saudi fund
Yuri Kageyama, Tokyo

SOFtBank Group 
Corp. Chief Executi-
ve Masayoshi Son de-
nounced yesterday the 

killing of Saudi journalist Ja-
mal Khashoggi, but defended 
the Japanese technology giant’s 
investment fund, which inclu-
des Saudi money, as work that 
needs to be finished.

Speaking at an earnings news 
conference, Son called the death 
an attack on “a precious life but 
also on journalism and the free-
dom of speech.”

Son is partnering with Saudi 
Arabian Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman and about half 
of his USD100 billion Vision 
Fund, established in 2016, co-
mes from the kingdom. The 
fund has been investing in va-
rious companies, solar projects 
and artificial intelligence.

Khashoggi, a 59-year-old co-
lumnist for The Washington 
Post, was killed at the Saudi 

Consulate in Turkey on Oct. 2, 
although details are still unclear.

“It is a reality a horrible act has 
happened. But we cannot just 
turn our backs on our work,” 

Son said. He said the investment 
in his fund came from the Saudi 
“people.”

Khashoggi vanished after ente-
ring the consulate in Istanbul to 

pick up paperwork he needed to 
get married. His Turkish fiancee 
was waiting for him outside. A 
critic of the Saudi crown prin-
ce, Khashoggi had been living in 
exile in the United States.

Son said he met with the prince 
and other Saudi officials during 
a recent visit and urged a tho-
rough investigation. He said he 
prince had expressed concern 
about the killing.

The Japanese tycoon said no-

thing has been decided about 
a planned second phase for the 
Vision Fund, pending the resul-
ts of the investigation.

“It is too early to say and we 
need to approach this cautious-
ly,” he said.

SoftBank reported July-Sep-
tember profit of 542.6 billion 
yen ($4.8 billion), up almost fi-
ve-fold from the previous year, 
helped by better results at U.S. 
wireless Sprint and British IoT 
company ARM.

Quarterly sales rose 7 per-
cent to 2.38 trillion yen ($21.1 
billion).

SoftBank’s sprawling empi-
re of technology investments 
encompasses telecommunica-
tions, financial-technology, so-
lar energy, ride-booking servi-
ces and the Pepper companion 
robot.

It also has stakes in Chinese e-
commerce giant Alibaba and in 
Uber.

Son had not commented ear-
lier on Khashoggi’s death. He 
started his news conference by 
addressing the killing, appea-
ring more somber than usual.

But after the first few minutes, 
he switched the subject to the 
Japan Series win by the com-
pany’s professional baseball 
team, the SoftBank Hawks.

“I want to express my grati-
tude, especially to the fans,” he 
said. AP

 Son is 
partnering with 
crown prince 
Mohammed 
bin Salman and 
about half of his 
USd100 billion 
Vision Fund
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this day in history

No matter what Lamar Patterson does for the Brisbane Bulle-
ts on the basketball court, he can expect to be dogged by 
questions about Kobe.

The ex-Atlanta Hawks player flew into Brisbane with his Fren-
ch bulldog placed inside his hand luggage and ran afoul of 
Australia’s quarantine laws.

The Bullets recruit was briefly detained after landing in Bris-
bane on Thursday with his dog, Kobe.

The 27-year-old Patterson, who has played seasons in 
Turkey, Italy and China, cleared customs at the airport. But 
Kobe was kept in quarantine and was sent home Friday, Aus-
tralia’s agriculture department said.

Officials said the cabin crew on Patterson’s Qantas flight from 
Los Angeles failed to notice that the dog was on board without 
an import permit.

The Bullets, who play in the National Basketball League, say 
it was an innocent mistake, not a deliberate attempt to flout 
Australia’s strict quarantine laws.

Patterson said the only reason a well-behaved Kobe was dis-
covered was because he barked at customs search dogs at 
Brisbane airport. And Patterson was surprised by all the fuss.

“If this is big news then Australia is an amazing place to live 
at,” Patterson told a news conference on Friday. “It was on my 
ticket that I was travelling with a pet, even my return ticket. It 
was a miscommunication with the airlines.”

 Offbeat
dog’s day: player’s pet 
quarantined on landing 
in australia

Australians have rejected a proposal to break ties 
with the British monarchy and become a republic.

In the landmark referendum to decide whether Aus-
tralia would replace Queen Elizabeth with a presi-
dent, the “no” votes led 54.87% to 45.13% in the 
final count.

All six states voted against the proposal, Victoria by 
the narrowest margin of 50.16% to 49.84%.

Any change needed the backing of an overall ma-
jority of the country’s 12 million voters as well as a 
majority of the states.

The result was greeted by wild cheering at a mo-
narchist campaign rally in Sydney’s Darling Harbour, 
where 200 people popped champagne corks in ce-
lebration.

Prime Minister John Howard said the Australian 
people had clearly rejected the republic proposal.

“The government will now turn its attentions to tho-
se things which directly affect the lives of Austra-
lians,” he said.

But opposition leader Kim Beazley promised to 
keep the republic issue alive.

“The referendum was quite clearly lost because of 
the way it was set up, setting up one form of republic 
against the other,” he said.

“Nothing will ever kill off the republican movement. 
Nothing will kill it until it succeeds.”

Under the republican proposal, a president would 
have been elected by members of both houses of 
parliament, and not in a direct election.

A widespread distrust of politicians - as much 
as strong pro-monarchist sentiment - was seen as 
fuelling the rejection of a republic.

Courtesy BBC news

1999 australia rejects republic

in context
During her first visit to Australia after the referendum - in March 
2000 - the Queen hinted in a speech that the time might come when 
Australians would vote to replace her as head of state.
“Whatever the future may bring, my lasting respect and deep affec-
tion for Australia and Australians everywhere will remain as strong 
as ever,” she said.
In June 2001 the Australian Republican Movement revealed plans 
to resurrect their campaign for the Queen to be replaced as head of 
state.
The Commonwealth, comprising countries formerly in the British 
Empire, has 54 members from Africa, Asia, the Pacific region and 
the Caribbean. 

cineteatro
01 - 08 nov

goosebuMPs 2: hAunted hAlloween
room 1
2:30, 4:30, 7:30 9:30pm
director: Ari sandel
starring: Madison iseman, wendi Mclendon, Jeremy ray
language: english 
duration: 112min

hAlloween
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30 9:30pm
director: david gordon green 
starring: Jamie lee Curtis, Judy greer, will Patton
language: english
duration: 130min

hunter killer
room 1
2:30, 4:45, 7:15 9:30pm
director: donovan Marsh
starring: gerard butler, gary oldman
language: english 
duration: 112min

PerfeCt world
room 3
4:45, 9:30pm
director: kenji shibayama
starring: takanori iwata, hana sugisaki, kenta sui
language: Japanese (Chinese/ english)
duration: 112min

what’s ON ...

Gudetama in macau
time: 4pm-9pm (Mondays to Fridays)
          11am-9pm (Saturdays to Sundays)
until: November 4, 2018 
Venue: Anim’Arte NAM VAN  
admission: Free  

chapas sínicas - stories of macau in torre 
do tombo
time: 10am-6pm (closed on Mondays and public 
holidays)
until: December 7, 2018 
Venue: Archives of Macau  
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 2859 2919

assemblaGe of treasures - exhibition of the 
macau museum collection for celebration 
of the 20th anniVersary
time: 10am-6pm (ticket booth closes at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays)
until: February 24, 2019 
Venue: Macau Museum  
admission: MoP15 (free admission on Tuesdays 
and on the 15th of every month) 
enquiries: (853) 2835 7911

beyond the scenery: exhibition 
commemoratinG the 300th anniVersary of 
the passinG of Wu li
time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
until: November 11, 2018 
Venue: Macau Museum of Art 
admission: Free 
enquiries: (853) 8791 9814

cinema

TV canal macau
13:00 
13:30 
15:00 
15:50 
16:15 
17:15 
17:30 
18:30 
19:35 
20:30 
21:15 
22:25 
23:15 
23:50 
00:25 
01:10 

TDM News (Repeat) 
Telejornal RTPi (Diferido) 
Mistura Fina 
os Craques do Pingue-Pongue 
Interview - Santana Lopes 
A Cidade na Ponta dos Dedos 
Depois do Adeus - Fim 
Contraponto (Repeat) 
os Nossos Dias Sr.2 
News 
TDM Sports 
Filha da Lei 
TDM News 
Magazine Chanpeons League 2018/2019 
Telejornal (Repeat) 
RTPi Live 
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ACross: 1-King of the Huns; 5- Ripped; 9- Gumshoes; 13- “Barton Fink” director; 
14- Distributed cards; 15- Describes a gently cooked steak; 16- Not kosher; 17- 
Alternate; 18- Takes advantage of; 19- Flowing water; 21- G-8 nation; 22- So-so 
grades; 23- Baseball stats; 25- Neb. neighbor; 27- Wooden panel; 31- Come out; 
35- ___ time (never); 36- Intestinal sections; 38- one of Chekhov’s “Three Sisters”; 
39- Rocker ocasek; 40- French textile city; 42- ___ a chance!; 43- Evade; 46- 554, 
in stone; 47- Woe ___; 48- Layers; 50- City of northeast Scotland; 52- Quick sharp 
bark; 54- Cross letters; 55- Name of 12 popes; 58- Circle of flowers; 60- Weather 
map line; 64- Formerly, once; 65- City on the Ruhr; 67- Cheerio!; 68- Tabula ___; 
69- Departing; 70- ___ to differ; 71- Actress Deborah; 72- “___ quam videri” (North 
Carolina’s motto); 73- Engine parts;
 
down: 1- Performs; 2- Legal wrong; 3- Lustful look; 4- Hell; 5- Vietnamese 
New Year; 6- Pearl Harbor locale; 7- Like 
non-oyster months; 8- online brokerage; 
9- Truckdriver; 10- Naturalness; 11- 
Algonquian language; 12- Cong. meeting; 
14- Place of residence; 20- Bodybuilder’s 
pride; 24- Not hollow; 26- Parisian pal; 
27- Merchandise; 28- Leaning; 29- Run 
up; 30- I cannot ___ lie; 32- Wash lightly; 
33- Garden figure; 34- Consumed; 37- 
“The dog ate my homework,” e.g.; 41- 
Latter part of the day; 44- Morning light?; 
45- Summer on the Seine; 47- Stupid; 
49- Claim; 51- Monopoly quartet: Abbr.; 
53- Mexican money; 55- Enliven; 56- Dies 
___; 57- The Beatles’ “Back in the ___”; 
59- Egyptian goddess; 61- Ali _____ & 
the 40 thieves; 62- Up and ___!; 63- Torn 
clothing; 66- Vane dir.;

ThE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSwORDS USEFUL TELEPhONE NUMBERS

emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
PJ (open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PsP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
iACM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081
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Beijing
Harbin
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Xi’an
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Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

YOUR STaRS

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Now is a great time for you to get started 
on something new — maybe a work 
project, or an improvement around the 
house. See if you can get your friends 
to pitch in, as your leadership skills are 
stronger than ever.

April 20-May 20
Sometimes you need to take the 
day off — not because you’re 
exhausted, but just because you 
feel like it! Today brings a wave 
of sweet laziness your way that 
should make you feel happy inside.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
Start moving early — and keep on 
throughout the day! It’s all about 
action for you right now, and you 
should find that the more you 
do, the more interesting your life 
becomes. Enjoy!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Can you stay home today? You 
may need to for one reason or 
another, and that’s a good thing — 
your energy is best spent on home 
improvement or family relations. If 
you must go out, take someone close.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s a great day — and your happy 
energy makes those around you feel 
a little lighter! Enjoy what you’ve 
got and make sure that you’re 
sharing it with your people. Your 
social life is limitless!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You get a deeper glimpse into an 
important issue today — most 
likely by accident! Take this new 
perspective and run with it, though, 
as you can make a lot of progress 
before anyone even notices.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’ve got great energy today — 
so make the most of it! You need 
to make sure that you’re moving 
forward, and that you’re taking 
along those of your people who 
seem to be less energetic.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
You can’t decide between two 
equally appealing choices. That’s 
not the worst kind of problem in 
the world, but it is frustrating. Find 
an oracle that is meaningful only to 
you and get the answer.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Try to enforce fair play today — 
though that may be much easier 
said than done! Focus on your own 
part of the world before branching 
out and making things right for the 
world as a whole.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try to get started with something 
totally new and exciting — your 
energy is perfect for beginnings! A 
new romance, a new job or even a 
move to a new environment may be 
in the cards.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your mate or business partner 
is behaving weirdly today — it’s 
best to talk to them right away to 
find out what’s up. Things can get 
better, but it is likely going to take a 
lot of work from both of you.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You need to try a different approach 
to this problem — and your mental 
energy should help you find the 
key. It likely comes from a different 
cultural tradition, so draw on your 
knowledge to dig something up.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Djokovic returns to No.1 
in rankings after 2-year 
absence

Novak Djokovic is back at No. 1 in the ATP 
rankings after a two-year absence — and the first 
man in nearly two decades to rise to the top spot 
after being outside the top 20 in the same season. 
Djokovic moved up from No. 2 to overtake Rafael 
Nadal yesterday. When the 31-year-old from 
Serbia fell to No. 22 in May after beginning the 
year with a 6-6 record while recovering from 
surgery on his right elbow, it was his lowest 
ranking since he was 22nd in 2006 as a teenager. 
Djokovic has gone 43-5 since, including Grand 
Slam titles at Wimbledon and the U.S. Open. 
Marat Safin went from No. 38 to No. 1 in 2000.

Solari making his case 
to stay as Real Madrid 
coach

After only two games, Santiago Solari is making 
Real Madrid fans forget about the search for a 
new coach. And Madrid may very well give it 
up if he keeps succeeding. Solari has done well 
since taking over from Julen Lopetegui, pleasing 
players and fans, and increasing his chances of 
taking over the squad permanently. Discussions 
about Antonio Conte and Roberto Martinez have 
faded since Solari took control and quickly put 
Madrid back on track. In his short time in charge, 
Solari boosted the squad’s confidence and got the 
victories that had eluded the team. The former 
Madrid player arrived with the club in crisis 
and enduring a run that included five losses in 
seven matches in all competitions, including a 
demoralizing 5-1 loss to Barcelona at Camp Nou.

Salah statue in Egypt 
criticized for poor 
resemblance
A bronze statue of Mohamed Salah unveiled 
yesterday at an international youth gathering in 
Egypt has been criticized for its poor resemblance 
to the Liverpool striker. The statue depicts 
Salah with a disproportionately large head and 
small arms stretched in the celebratory pose the 
26-year-old Egyptian took in the latter part of last 
season. The figure, made by artist Mai Abdullah, 
has Salah’s trademark curly hair and is standing 
on what appeared to be a pot for plants. “The 
negative comments will not frustrate or have an 
effect on me, but I do hope that people would 
learn the art of police and respectful criticism,” 
Abdullah wrote in response to a wave of ridicule 
on social media networks. Last year, Cristiano 
Ronaldo had a bust unveiled that was also 
criticized for its lack of a resemblance.

PSG coach Tuchel needs more 
backing in drive for discipline

MMA

Mayweather to fight Japanese 
kickboxer Nasukawa in December
FLOyD Mayweather is 

planning on fighting Ja-
panese kickboxer Tenshin 
Nasukawa on Dec. 31 in Sai-
tama, north of Tokyo.

The 41-year-old Maywea-
ther is 50-0 in his boxing 
career but has never fought 
professionally under MMA 
rules. Although he did have 
a lucrative win over MMA 
fighter Conor McGregor last 
year.

Japanese promoter the 
RIZIN Fighting Federation 
on Monday said rules and 
the weight class for the bout 
have not been set.

“We still have some work to 

do,” said Nobuyuki Sakaki-
bara, the RIZIN chairman.

The 20-year-old Nasukawa, 
speaking at a news conferen-

ce alongside Mayweather, 
called it “probably the big-
gest event of my life so far.”

He also vowed to end 

Mayweather’s long string of 
victories.

“Nobody has defeated my 
opponent in the past, and I 
would like to be the man who 
makes history,” Nasukawa 
said, speaking through an 
interpreter. “My punch can 
change history. And I will 
show that to you. So please 
stay tuned.”

Mayweather sat calmly 
and then praised his young 
opponent.

“I think he’s young, very 
strong and very fast and he 
undefeated so it’s obvious 
he’s doing something right,” 
Mayweather said. AP

Jerome Pugmire, Paris

OnLy days after 
he stood up to key 
players for turning 
up late to a team 

talk, another incident underli-
ned how Paris Saint-Germain 
coach Thomas Tuchel needs 
greater backing from his club 
over disciplinary issues.

Tuchel felt let down by mi-
dfielder Marco Verratti, who 
was stopped by police for dri-
ving over the alcohol limit late 
Tuesday or early Wednesday. 
“It’s not possible to do that 
two days before a match, what 
he did isn’t good,” Tuchel said 
after Friday’s 2-0 home win 
against Lille. “In my opinion 
it’s something for the club to 
regulate. The club needs to 
regulate this because I need to 
control the dressing room and 
sporting things.”

Tuchel already has his hands 
full in the Champions League, 
and he can’t afford being dis-
tracted by player ill-discipline. 
But twice within the space of 
a few days, his patience was 
tested. This, with a huge game 
coming up at Napoli on We-
dnesday [Macau time], when 
defeat could leave PSG pe-
rilously close to elimination 
from the Champions League 
group stage.

The previous weekend, Tu-
chel left out star striker Kylian 
Mbappe and midfielder 
Adrien Rabiot for turning up 
late to a pre-match team talk 
before the game at Marseille.

Five days after being dro-
pped, Mbappe arrived at the 
stadium for Friday’s home 
game against Lille wearing a 

face mask from a Netflix se-
ries. So did Neymar, walking 
ahead of him.

With Tuchel at pains to insist 
the French league is not too 
easy for PSG despite 12 strai-
ght league wins, star players 
arriving wearing masks before 
playing against a team sitting 
No. 2 in the league sends out 
the opposite message — and 
one of domestic complacency.

Would they do the same for 
a big game in the Champions 
League, for example?

What Tuchel really needs is 
a better response on the field 
in big matches. Key players 
lacked composure against Na-
poli in a 2-2 home draw last 
month, scraping a draw late 
into injury-time. It left PSG on 
four points from three mat-
ches, with Champions League 
runner-up Liverpool still to 
visit PSG.

Similar frailties, in terms of 
attitude, were exposed last 
season against defending 
champion Real Madrid in 
the last 16. A little more than 
a week before the first leg in 
Madrid, Neymar threw a la-
vish birthday party with about 
250 guests present, including 
the club’s president Nasser Al- 
Khelaifi and then-coach Unai 
Emery.

Videos of the players par-
tying and dancing late cir-
culated on social media. The 
videos angered Sochaux cap-
tain Florian Tardieu, who said 
it was a lack of respect since 
PSG was playing Sochaux in 
a French Cup game 48 hours 
later. Emery said at the time: 
“It’s good for our collective 
mindset to have shared this 
moment with Neymar.” Then 
his team lost 3-1 in Madrid 
and 2-1 at home.

There was a perceived lax 
code of conduct behind the 
scenes at times last season, 
with striker Edinson Cavani 
and midfielder Javier Pasto-
re rebuked by captain Thiago 
Silva for returning late from 
the mid-season winter break.

Tuchel is not the only coach 
who has been faced with star 
power at PSG. In previous 
seasons, star striker Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic was allowed 
days off to go hunting in Swe-
den.

Complacency has also been 
a problem.

In 2017, PSG routed Barce-
lona 4-0 at home.

Then, two days before the 
return leg, the club released a 
video on YouTube called “Su-
pper Club” with four players 
sitting around a table. As they 
ate pizzas and slurped soft 
drinks, former midfielder 
Blaise Matuidi and Verratti 
were joined by Julian Draxler 
and Thomas Meunier.

They discussed the game 
ahead.

“The first 20 minutes are 
going to be tough, eh Marco? 
The field is really big,” Matui-
di said.

Draxler told Matuidi “You 
will need to run a lot” and 
they both laughed when Ma-
tuidi retorted: “I’ll need you 
to as well.”

The casual tone smacked 
of taking Barcelona lightly. 
PSG lost 6-1, becoming the 
first team in Champions Lea-
gue history to go out after 
winning the first leg by four 
goals. Tuesday night will be 
another test of PSG’s compo-
sure on the biggest stage. AP

Mayweather shakes hands with Japanese kickboxer Tenshin Nasukawa

Thomas Tuchel congratulates PSG’s Neymar (left) after winning the match 
between PSG and Lille
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Tropical STorm Xavier bruSheS 
meXican coaST wiTh wind, rain

Tropical Storm Xavier is bringing heavy 
rains and gusty winds to Mexico’s central 
Pacific coast, though it’s expected to head 
out to sea and avoid a direct hit on land.

The U.S. National Hurricane Center says 
the storm was centered about 170 kilome-
ters west-southwest of Manzanillo, Mexico, 
on Monday morning and was headed nor-
thwest at 6 kph. Tropical-storm-force winds 

extended as far as 185 kilometers from the 
center.

The storm had maximum sustained winds 
of 95 kph, but is expected to start to weaken.

Tropical-storm-force winds extend ou-
tward up to 185 kilometers.

Forecasters say it’s likely to bring 1 to 3 
inches of rain to parts of Guerrero, Michoa-
can, Colima and Jalisco states.

45-65
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The big shorT’s eisman 
has a poinT abouT brexiT

Money manager Steve Eisman famously pre-
dicted the 2007-2008 blowup of the mortgage 
debt bubble, one of the few to believe that such 
a “black swan” event was possible. A decade 
on, the “Big Short” star is back with a bearish 
bet against two unnamed British banks that he 
thinks would suffer from a no-deal Brexit.

While this is hardly black swan territory, given 
how many other people are preparing for Britain 
and the EU to fail to agree departure terms, it’s 
still worth paying attention to Eisman.

His warning, at a conference in Dubai over the 
weekend, is preaching to the converted in many 
ways. The U.K. is shaping up to be the world’s 
least popular country for equity investors over 
the next 12 months, according to surveys by 
Bank of America Corp. Shares of Royal Bank of 
Scotland Group, Barclays Plc and Lloyds Bank 
Plc have fallen by between 2 and 18 percent 
since the Brexit vote.

Even so, there may still be some complacency 
in the European financial markets – both in Bri-
tain and elsewhere – that hasn’t been adequa-
tely priced in. 

First off is the “no deal” question. Hopes have 
been increasing over the past few days for some 
kind of deal between the U.K. and Europe that 
would cement future trade ties and somehow 
answer the question about how to avoid a hard 
border between Ireland and Northern Ireland. 
But these might yet be dashed.

While getting Brussels and Westminster to 
agree is hard enough, getting a deal past a 
fractious and rebellious U.K. parliament may 
well prove impossible. That’s the eventuality 
that Eisman is betting on, and it’s not a crazy wa-
ger. Analysts at UBS Group AG, the Swiss bank, 
also describe the chances of British lawmakers 
rejecting an agreed deal as “non-zero.”

And while Eisman has chosen to home in on 
two banks, the threat to the broader financial in-
dustry is considerable too. Banks reliant on the 
smooth running of exchanges, clearing-houses 
and cross-border derivatives trades will attest 
to that, hence their expensive planning for the 
worst-case scenario. And this is taking place at 
a difficult time for the once dull world of deriva-
tives clearing, which has become a flashpoint 
between the U.S. and the EU as Brussels tries 
to increase its global oversight. 

Plus there’s the risk to Britain’s lenders of 
what monetary policy the Bank of England might 
follow – whether we end up with a no-deal Brexit 
or an amicable divorce. There will be pressure 
to keep the money taps open to counteract any 
economic damage. If history is a guide, lower in-
terest rates would lead inevitably to more margin 
erosion for U.K. banks. 

It’s important to note that Eisman is not pre-
dicting systemic chaos. Big British banks have 
financial cushions such as revenues earned 
abroad in U.S. dollars, as well as balance 
sheets that can protect market share and ab-
sorb loan losses. Perhaps he has smaller listed 
banks in mind that are less well-prepared. As he 
says, the prospect of a hard-left Labour gover-
nment winning power under Jeremy Corbyn is 
even more alarming. But as a corrective against 
this week’s bout of political optimism in the U.K., 
it’s a useful intervention.

World Views 
Lionel Laurent, Bloomberg 

CAMeroon Armed 
men have kidnapped 
at least 78 students 
and their principal from 
a presbyterian school 
in nkwen village in 
cameroon’s restive 
northwest region, a 
governor said yesterday.
More on p11

PolAnd donald Tusk, 
the head of the european 
council, was questioned 
yesterday in his native 
poland for a parliamentary 
investigation into a 
pyramid scheme that 
cheated thousands of 
poles out of their savings 
during his time as prime 
minister.

gerMAny chancellor 
Angela Merkel insisted 
yesterday that she 
can work well with any 
potential successor 
as leader of her party, 
including a one-time rival 
seeking a comeback after 
a decade-long absence.

frAnCe Two buildings 
collapsed in the 
southern city of Marseille 
yesterday, leaving a giant 
pile of rubble and beams. 
Fire services said two 
people were lightly hurt.

MexiCo A big group 
of central Americans 
pushed on toward Mexico 
city from a coastal state 
yesterday, planning to 
exit a part of the country 
that has long been 
treacherous for migrants 
seeking to get to the 
United States.

ArgentinA A battery 
of corruption allegations 
and criminal charges 
against former president 
cristina Fernandez hasn’t 
fazed a strong band of 
hard-core backers, who 
have helped make her a 
leading — if undeclared 
— contender to regain 
power in next year’s 
elections.

InDOnesia called on 
Boeing Co. to fix its 737 

Max aircraft, saying the 
Lion Air plane that crashed 
in the Java Sea last week 
had faulty airspeed readings 
during its last four flights.

The Southeast Asian coun-
try’s National Transporta-
tion Safety Committee, whi-
ch is charged with finding 
the cause of the crash that 
killed 189 people, is collec-
ting data on what happened 
during the prior malfunc-
tions and what recovery ef-
forts were made, it said in 
a statement yesterday. The 
agency gleaned the informa-
tion on the plane’s previous 
flights from the flight data 
recorder retrieved from the 
wreckage last week.

The body asked the U.S. 
National Transportation Sa-
fety Board “and Boeing to 
take necessary steps to pre-
vent similar incidents, espe-
cially on the Boeing 737 Max, 
which number 200 aircraft 
all over the world,” it said in 
the statement. A spokeswo-
man for Boeing in Singapore 
declined to comment.

While search teams scou-
ring the waters managed 
to bring up the flight data 
recorder, the cockpit voice 
recorder is still buried in 
the seabed where the plane 
plunged on Oct. 29. The au-
dio device may be crucial to 
unraveling what happened 
during the flight’s final mo-
ments. In particular, it may 
help explain why the crew 
asked to return to base mi-
nutes into the journey.

“We have said there’s a 
technical problem but we 
also want to know what 
they were discussing in the 
cockpit and what they were 
doing,” Soerjanto Tjahjono, 

chief of Indonesia’s NTSC, 
told reporters on Monday. 
“Cockpit voice recorder and 
flight data recorder are both 
important to reveal the tru-
th in this case.”

With the data recorder in 
the hands of investigators, 
the NTSC has recovered 
about 69 hours of flying data 
by the crashed jet during its 
last 19 trips.

Because Flight JT610 las-
ted only a few minutes, the 
voice recorder is also likely 
to include at least some au-
dio from the previous ni-
ght’s trip from Denpasar, 
Bali to Jakarta. The aircraft 
experienced problems on 
the flight from Bali with 
sensors used to calcula-
te altitude and speed. The 
instruments were checked 
by maintenance workers 
overnight and the plane was 
cleared to fly, according to 
Lion Air.

Even with modern GPS 
tracking, planes need to cal-
culate their precise speed 
through the air. To determi-
ne airspeed - which can vary 
substantially compared to 
the speed over the ground 
due to winds - aircraft rely 
on Pitot tubes which measu-
re the air rushing into them.

By comparing that pressu-
re against the ambient air 
pressure - which is obtained 
by what are known as static 
ports - aircraft can determi-
ne airspeed. If either of the 
pressure sensors are blo-
cked, it can cause erroneous 
readings.

Indonesia’s rescue agency 
said Sunday that wreckage 
spotted by divers had tur-
ned out to be only the skin 
of the Boeing Co. jet rather 
than the main fuselage. 
Strong underwater currents 

in the Java Sea off Jakarta 
and a muddy seabed have 
complicated a week-long 
hunt that’s involved dozens 
of ships and hundreds of 
specialist personnel.

As the 270-square-mile 
search for debris widened 
over the weekend, Indone-
sian authorities broadened 
a review of Lion Air’s opera-
tions, including the airline’s 
standard operating proce-
dures and flight-crew quali-
fications. That followed the 
discovery of defects on two 
other Boeing 737 Max 8 pla-
nes - both operated by Lion 
Mentari Airlines - during 
checks on six aircraft of that 
type.

The inspection of plane 
debris indicated the aircraft 
didn’t explode mid-air be-
fore plunging into the Java 
Sea, Tjahjono said earlier 
yesterday.

“The aircraft broke apart 
under the impact of hitting 
the water at high speed and 
it didn’t break apart mid- 
air,” Tjahjono said. “The 
engines were still running 
at high RPM.” Lion Air jet’s 
final plunge may have rea-
ched 600 miles per hour. 

President Joko Widodo 
has asked airlines to make 
passenger safety the highest 
priority, and the govern-
ment had already ordered a 
review of Lion’s repair and 
maintenance unit and sus-
pended several managers.

The transport ministry 
is coordinating with air-
port authorities, naviga-
tion operators and airlines 
among others to ensure 
airworthiness at all air-
ports in Indonesia is well 
maintained, according to 
Transport Minister Budi 
Karya Sumadi. Bloomberg

IndOneSIA 

Crashed plane saw 
airspeed snags on 
four flights
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Rescuers inspect part of the landing gears of the crashed Lion air jet


