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WORLD BRIEFS

More on backpage

food 
festival 
highlights 
singapore

Malaysia Leading 
politician Anwar Ibrahim 
(pictured) said that 
fugitive tycoon Jho Low 
accused of ransacking 
a state investment fund 
will be given a fair trial, 
while hinting that more 
former officials could 
be tried on corruption 
charges.

MyanMar Facebook is 
admitting that it didn’t 
do enough to prevent 
its services from being 
used to incite violence 
and spread hate in 
Myanmar.

Japan A medical 
university that 
acknowledged 
systematically 
discriminating against 
female applicants 
announced yesterday 
plans to accept more 
than 60 who were 
unfairly rejected over 
the past two years.

australia The 
government yesterday 
warned it intends to 
block a Hong Kong and 
Chinese consortium’s 
13 billion Australian 
dollar (USD9 billion) 
takeover bid for an 
energy infrastructure 
company because 
it conflicts with 
Australia’s national 
interest. More on p11

pakistan The army 
says an officer died 
while trying to defuse 
a roadside bomb found 
during a sweep in the 
country’s northwestern 
tribal regions bordering 
Afghanistan.
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local festival 
expands to brazil 

hanoi gp set to 
join f1 circuit 

The 2018 This Is My City 
Festival has unveiled the 
lineup of its upcoming tour, 
which will kick off in Macau

A Grand Prix in Hanoi will be 
added to the Formula One 
calendar in 2020 as part of 
the sport’s expansion in Asia
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New Macau asks courts for 
transparency on phone tapping

EvEn wITHOUT ‘bLUE wAvE’

House Democrat gains 
threaten Trump agenda
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‘This Is My City’ expands to 
Zhuhai, Brazil for the first time

‘Love is Cold’ screened at Chinese film festival
The film “Love is 

Cold,” directed by you-
ng Macau director Fei Ho, 
has been screened at the 
“Hong Kong and Macau 
Film Showcase” session 
of the 27th Golden Roos-
ter and Hundred Flowers 
Film Festival. 

The Macau film, adapted 
from the novel of the same 
name by local author Tai 
Pei, has been entered in 
international competi-
tions such as the Cannes 
Film Festival in France 
and the Hong Kong In-
ternational Film & TV 
Market. It has also been 
screened at the Cinema-
theque Passion and UA 
Galaxy Cinemas. 

The film is set before 

Macau’s handover to Chi-
na and revolves around a 
story of young love in an 
era of social turmoil and 
gang wars. It depicts a 
girl’s revenge intersper-
sed with plots such as be-
trayal, obsession, destruc-
tion and sex. At the same 
time, it also probes social 
issues such as child abuse 
and school bullying.

The Golden Rooster and 
Hundred Flowers Film 
Festival runs until Satur-
day in Foshan, Guang-
dong. Present at the ope-
ning ceremony of the fes-
tival was Ieong Chi Kin, 
vice president of the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau (IC), 
who said that Macau has 
recently attracted more 

and more film crews from 
all over the world.

Ieong added that a num-
ber of outstanding local fil-
ms have been produced to 
critical acclaim, thanks to 
recent policies by the local 
government and the effor-
ts of the film industry.

The annual festival in 
Foshan is a major national 
event for the Chinese film 
industry, offering an array 
of industry awards, Chine-
se and foreign film scree-
nings, academic seminars, 
a film market and cultural 
and artistic performances. 
According to the IC, it is 
China’s longest-running 
film awards event and is 
one of the country’s four 
major film festivals. 

The 2018 This Is My City 
Festival (TIMC) has unvei-

led the lineup of its upcoming 
tour, which will kick off in Ma-
cau on November 22 and end in 
São Paulo, Brazil on December 
9.

For the first time, the annual 
festival will also be held in the 
neighboring city of Zhuhai as 
well as Shenzhen - as in last 
year’s edition.

In a press conference at Navy 
Yard No. 2 yesterday, event 
co-founder Manuel Correia da 
Silva said that Beijing band Re-
TROS and the Afro Baile eve-
nings by Celeste Mariposa will 
be the highlights of this year’s 
festival.

Celeste Mariposa is a Lis-
bon-based project dedicated to 
promoting Lusophone African 
music.

The project will organize Afro 
Baile sessions at The Oil Bar in 
Shenzhen on November 23, in 
D2 Club in Macau on November 
24, and at the Live Music Asso-
ciation Space on November 25.

According to organizers, the 
12th edition of TIMC aims to in-
troduce Chinese and Lusopho-
ne artists and projects, as well 
as host talks and networking 
events.

On November 22, a talk on 
“Global Creative Network” will 
be held to discuss the possibili-
ty of creating a global network 
of artists.

Other highlights are the con-
ferences “Live Houses and the 
City” and “Festivals and the 
City”, which will be held on No-
vember 24 and November 25, 
respectively.

Also on November 24, indie 
music band Forget the G will 
hold a concert at the Navy Yard 
No. 2. The band combines pos-
t-rock and experimental music, 
and often adds multimedia ele-
ments to their live performances. 

The 2018 TIMC will also 
appear at SIM São Paulo 2018, 
which will take place in Brazil 
from December 5 to 9. TIMC 
representatives will also bring 
Guangzhou-based rock band 
Wu Tiao Ren for one of its mu-
sical evenings.

On the topic of bringing the 
festival to Zhuhai, Correia da 
Silva said that the neighboring 
city “is not yet totally develo-
ped, but being so near us, we 
should engage more with the 
city. […] That’s one of the new 
things in our program.”

According to the co-founder, 
TIMC is “more than just a mu-
sic festival.” 

“It’s actually a network. The 
festival is just a representation 
in a specific period of time. Our 
work is done during the whole 
year trying to connect with peo-
ple in the creative industries,” 
da Silva added. 

He added that the festival 
would be an offline represen-
tation and celebration of that 
network. 

“Macau is a stronghold [of this 
festival],” he said. LV Manuel Correia da Silva
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The Judiciary Police (PJ) has arrested four 
mainlanders who were involved in a fight 

at a Cotai hotel, the PJ said in a statement. 
The fight broke out around 2 a.m. yesterday, 

and was recorded by third parties before going 
viral online. 

A borrower, surnamed Chen, and his friend, 
surnamed Yang, clashed with two usury len-
ders.

The PJ said Chen and Yang had borrowed 
money from the usurers on October 31 in or-
der to gamble. When Chen lost the money, he 
and Yang were imprisoned in the usurers’ ho-
tel room, but later escaped.

Early yesterday morning, however, Chen and 
Yang encountered the usurers in the casino 
once more. Both sides engaged in a verbal dis-
pute which escalated into a physical confron-
tation.

On May 2 this year, an online video had re-
corded an even bigger group fight in front of 
a Cotai casino, which saw local police detain 
39 mainland men. The four men arrested this 
week are suspected of involvement in the May 
fight. 

The Macao Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO) expects this year’s tourist arrivals 

to reach 35 million, up from 32.6 million in 
2017.

MGTO director Helena de Senna Fernandes 
gave the estimate in an interview with TDM in 
Shanghai.

“Looking at the [trend of] the past months, 
we estimated that, by the end of the year, the 
number of tourist arrivals might be around 35 
million,” she said.   

With the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Brid-
ge (HKZMB) now open, Macau’s tourism au-
thorities will focus on cooperation within the 
Greater Bay Area (GBA), she added.

“We have always been planning it [a better 
utilization of the HKZMB], as well as a me-
dium- and a long-distance market. [We hope 
to] attract more overseas tourists to Macau 
through the Hong Kong International Airport 
[and through the HKZMB],” she continued.

Macau’s airport mainly links cities within 
four hours’ flight distance of each other. 

The MGTO also plans to promote the GBA 
by inviting media and tourism representatives 
from overseas.

Senna Fernandes added that the MGTO will 
meet with industry representatives this week 
to discuss issues that have arisen in the after-
math of the bridge’s opening. 

GAMInG

Macau faces ‘gloomy prospects’ 
says retail investor firm

ANM wants transparency in 
communications interception

CRIME

Four mainlanders 
investigated for 
brawling

35 million tourist 
arrivals predicted 
for whole of 2018 

Julie Zhu

The New Macau 
Association (ANM) 
said at a press con-
ference yesterday 

that proposed wire-tapping 
legislation should require the 
Court of Final Appeal (TUI) 
to regularly publish orders 
of interception of communi-
cation granted by all levels of 
Macau courts.

 “During the open consul-
tation period, the authorities 
have strongly reacted against 
the call for transparency in 
the future use of powers un-
der the proposed commu-
nication interception law. 
Concepts such as civil law 
tradition and the particulari-
ties of the common law tradi-
tion were repeatedly invoked 
to argue against mechanisms 
for public oversight,” ANM 
said at a press conference 
yesterday. 

“The New Macau Associa-
tion urges the Macau autho-
rities not to deviate from its 
usual interpretation of the 
principle of judiciary secre-
cy in criminal proceedings. 
It is an established practice 

Retail investor firm 
Zacks Investment Re-

search has warned that 
Macau’s gaming sector will 
remain volatile in the near 
term, citing a growth slow-
down in mainland China 
amid the ongoing effects of 
the Beijing-Washington tra-
de war.

Gross gaming revenue in 
Macau for the month of Oc-
tober slowed to just 2.6 per-
cent compared to a year ear-
lier, falling significantly un-
der the year-to-date growth 
of 14.3 percent.

October’s take was roughly 
in line with that of August 
and the preceding months, 
suggesting that monthly re-
venues are plateauing. Mon-
thly gross gaming revenue 
currently stands at about 70 
percent of the industry high 
seen in February 2014.

Generally speaking, Zacks 
says Macau’s gaming sector 
faces “gloomy near-term 
prospects.”

According to Zacks, flag-
ging property prices in China 
have impacted the high-end 

of the police authorities to 
announce the numbers of 
opened criminal cases and 
named suspects,” ANM con-
tinued. “The availability of 
these numbers concerning 
ongoing investigations was 
by no means considered a 
violation of judiciary secrecy; 
so would the number of in-
terception measures.” 

The ANM also called atten-
tion to a statement published 
by the Judiciary Police on 

VIP segment of Macau’s ga-
ming industry. The Gaming 
Inspection and Coordina-
tion Bureau’s policy to step 
up its monitoring and regu-
lation of the junket industry 
may also hamper revenue 
from high-roller punters.

The silver lining, according 
to the research firm, is that 
the mass-market segment 
remains “impressive” in its 
performance.

“Though gaming revenues 
from Macau increased for 
the 27th consecutive mon-
th in October, the growth 
rate has softened since the 
second quarter,” wrote the 
firm. 

October 7, questioning the 
veracity of interception or-
ders that the government has 
released to the public.

“The New Macau Associa-
tion would like to remind go-
vernment officials that they 
are not in a position to advise 
the public on what data mi-
ght [or might] not be useful 
in monitoring their exercise 
of power,” said ANM. 

“More importantly, the of-
ficials should change their 

“[The] slowdown in Macau 
gaming revenues remains a 
concern for the industry in 
the short run. Speculations 
over another crackdown on 
capital outflows by China 
have kept investors on the 
edge.” Zacks also thinks 
that there is “limited upside 
potential” for gaming sto-
cks.

However, mobile and on-
line gaming might drive 
long-term growth, given the 
“continued innovation and 
rampant use of smartpho-
nes.” 

Deregulation of this mul-
ti-billion-dollar space is 
likely to occur earlier in the 

adversarial attitude toward 
public oversight.” 

The ANM reiterated that 
“new powers to intercept 
communications may not 
be granted to the police au-
thorities, unless measures to 
guarantee transparency are 
put in place, in particular, re-
gular publication of numbers 
of approved orders.”

The above was from a writ-
ten statement delivered to Se-
cretary for Security Wong Sio 
Chak yesterday afternoon. 

“It [the public consulta-
tion] is not at the final stage, 
but somehow the Secretary 
for Security adopted some 
public opinions [during the 
consultation]; I hope that 
this piece of opinion will be 
automatically adopted by 
the Secretary for Security,” 
said ANM representative and 
lawmaker Sulu Sou. 

“Macau residents shou-
ld be aware of the trend of 
the expansion of powers of 
the branches under the lea-
dership of Wong Sio Chak,” 
he warned, adding that he  
“does not rule out organizing 
social activities” to express 
these opinions.  

U.S. than in Macau, benefi-
ting gaming operators with 
greater exposure to Las Ve-
gas.

Meanwhile, gaming 
analysts are divided in their 
outlook for November 2018, 
with estimates ranging from 
1.6 to 8 percent year-on-year 
growth.

Deutsche Bank Securities 
was among the most pessi-
mistic, citing concerns over 
the VIP slowdown and the 
disappointing October Gol-
den Week results.

Meanwhile, Union Gaming 
Securities Asia attributed 
October’s poor performan-
ce to Xi Jinping’s presence 
at the opening of the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
in Zhuhai, adding that “any 
time a high-ranking official 
visits the region, it has an 
impact on Macau.”

Union Gaming has forecast 
that growth in monthly reve-
nues will rise as much as 8 
percent year-on-year, while 
Sanford C. Bernstein predic-
ts growth of between 2 and 4 
percent.
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The Secretary-General of 
the World Tourism Or-

ganization (UNWTO), Zurab 
Pololikashvili, recently visi-
ted the Mong-Há Campus 
of the Institute for Tourism 
Studies (IFT) and discussed 
potential opportunities for 
further cooperation in edu-
cation, including at the post-
graduate level.

Pololikashvili, accompanied 
by a delegation of UNWTO 
officials, was welcomed by 
IFT president Fanny Vong, 
according to a statement is-
sued by the institute.

IFT is a long-standing part-
ner of the UNWTO. In April 
2013, the two parties signed 
a cooperation agreement to 
strengthen mutual ties.

In 2016, the IFT Library 
became the first academic 
facility in Hong Kong, Macau 
and Taiwan to be included in 
the UNWTO Depository Li-
brary program. The initiative 
aims to expand public access 

to reports and other publica-
tions by the UNWTO.

Other recent examples of 
cooperation include the par-
ticipation of the UNWTO 
officials in seminars and aca-
demic events hosted by IFT. 
IFT graduates can also take 
up internships at the UNW-
TO headquarters in Madrid, 
Spain.

Through its Global Centre 
for Tourism Education and 
Training, IFT has been a cor-
nerstone for the implemen-
tation of a memorandum of 
understanding between the 
SAR and the UNWTO on tou-
rism education and training 
cooperation. Under this 
agreement, the center, set 
up by IFT in 2016, organizes 
training and education pro-
grams in collaboration with 
the UNWTO. The scheme 
aims to help tourism officials 
and industry professionals 
enhance their knowledge and 
skills.

Police officers were de-
ployed on the streets of 

Macau in unusually large 
numbers on Tuesday night, 
attempting to apprehend four 
suspects of a robbery that oc-
curred that same day in the 
ZAPE district.

The officers, some of which 
were equipped with bulle-
tproof vests and guns, were 
intercepting motor vehicle 
traffic in the hope of catching 
the suspects who are believed 
to have robbed a woman of 
HKD3 million.

According to police authori-
ties, a woman from the main-
land had traveled to Macau 
accompanied by four men, 
whose relationships with the 
woman are still not known.

The woman visited two 
jewelry stores and withdrew 
HKD3 million in cash to be 
used for a “project”, accor-
ding to the police. She then 
visited a third store to have 

the money exchanged for 
RMB.

Two of the men she had tra-
veled with offered to take the 
cash into the store and have it 
exchanged, while the woman 
and the other two men waited 
outside. 

The two volunteers then se-
cretly fled from the shop via 
another exit. Later, when the 
woman became suspicious, 
the other two men also fled 
the scene. 

The police say that they have 
identified the suspects via the 
use of surveillance cameras, 
but have not yet apprehended 
them. The case was forwar-
ded to the Judiciary Police for 
further investigation.

Public broadcaster TDM re-
ported that police authorities 
described the case as an abu-
se of trust. It is not clear why 
this particular case resulted 
in the large police deploy-
ment Tuesday night.

Five research projects 
receive IC grants 

Singapore in the 
spotlight at 18th 
Macau Food Festival  

World Tourism 
Organization visits IFT 

CRIME

Police deployed in large 
numbers to catch thieves

Five research pro-
jects by local and 

overseas scholars have 
received the 2018 Aca-
demic Research Grant 
from the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau (IC). 

A panel of experts pi-
cked by the Institute 
for Social and Cultural 
Research of the Macau 
University of Science 
and Technology re-
viewed 41 applications 
this year. The five cho-
sen projects were: 

1 - “Twentieth Century 
Macau in an Age of War 
and Revolution: A multi- 
archive Enumeration” 
by Geoffrey Charles 
Gunn: The project aims 
to study the city’s 100-
year evolution in the era 
of war and revolution 
during the twentieth 
century, focusing on 
the lives of local people 

The 18th Macau Food Festival 
will officially kick off tomor-

row, featuring game booths, live 
performances and around 150 
food stalls. 

Organized by the United As-
sociation of Food and Beverage 
Merchants of Macao, this year’s 
Macau Food Festival is inspired 
by Singapore, while also celebra-
ting Macau’s status as a UNESCO 
Creative City of Gastronomy. 

The event brings together deli-
cacies from all over the world and 

during the war, society 
at the beginning of the 
post-war period, and 
the political and econo-
mic changes until 1999.

2 - “Research on the 
Medical and Health 
Development and Ur-
ban Management in 
Modern Macau” by Wu 
Yuxian: The project 
starts by examining the 
modern medical and 
health sector of Macau, 
focusing on the recons-
truction of urban space, 
the expansion of colo-
nial power and the au-
tonomy of the Chinese 
people in the context 
of Macau’s modern ur-
ban governance, thus 
revealing the process 
of the city’s moderniza-
tion.

3 - “Research on the 
‘Literary Society of 
Xueshe’ in Macao” by 

will have several distinct areas, in-
cluding the Chinese Food Street, 
the Asian Food Street, the Euro-
pean Food Street, the Local Food 
Street, the Singaporean Food 
Street, and the Dessert Street.  

Besides 124 local food merchan-
ts, 23 famous Singaporean mer-
chants will be participating in this 
year’s festival. There will also be 
live music, dance and martial arts 
performances.

According to the organizers, re-
sidents and tourists can pay for 

Tang Chon Chit: The 
project focuses on the 
“Literary Society of 
Xueshe”, which was 
Macau’s first literary 
group with local resi-
dents as members, and 
holds great symbolic 
significance for the stu-
dy of Macau’s literatu-
re. The project introdu-
ces the group through 
an innovative analysis 
of historical facts, de-
monstrating Macau’s 
unique situation and 
the development of its 
local literature and cul-
ture.

4 - “Componentes Cul-
turais Relevantes dos 
Principios Orientadores 
para a Tradução Jurídi-
ca Bilíngue de Macau” 
by Lu Chi Seng: This 
applied research pro-
ject, which combines 
theory with practice, is 

their food using WeChat or elec-
tronic bank transfers. 

The festival will be held at Sai 
Van Lake Square from Novem-
ber 9 to 25. Opening hours are 
between 5 p.m. and 11 p.m. from 
Monday to Thursday, and be-
tween 3 p.m. and 12 a.m. from 
Friday to Sunday. 

As usual, the organizers will pro-
vide free shuttle buses at Taipa 
Central Park, Iao Han Garden, 
Border Gate, and Nam Van Luso 
International Bank. 

a study of legal trans-
lation in Macau. Legal 
translation not only re-
fers to the conversion 
of legal ideas from one 
language to another, 
but also the transfor-
mation of culture. No 
matter what type of 
translation, it should 
adopt the translation 
method of functional 
equivalence rather than 
word-to-word transla-
tion, and pay attention 
to heterogeneous iso-
morphism in different 
cultures. 

5 - “Research on Di-
saster Prevention, Pro-
tection and Manage-
ment in Historical and 
Cultural Districts in 
Macao” by Zhou Long: 
The project focuses on 
issues related to disas-
ter prevention, protec-
tion and management 
in Macau’s historical 
and cultural districts, as 
well as exploring natu-
ral disasters and other 
problems threatening 
the city’s cultural heri-
tage.
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Sands China presents cheques totalling MOP450,000 to three local associations 
in support of their responsible gaming efforts. The donations have been an annual 
practice since 2008

Sands China spearheads 
responsible gaming initiatives 
Since establishing itself in 

Macao more than a decade 
ago, Sands China Ltd. has 
been taking the lead in res-

ponsible gaming efforts through 
both its own  initiatives and throu-
gh its support of the government’s 
annual Responsible Gambling 
Promotions.

Problem gambling has not often 
been a major part of the commu-
nity’s conversation, but awareness 
of the topic has grown significantly 
through the implementation of 
strong programmes, which Sands 
China fully support. 

To date, the company remains 
committed to the well-being of its 
guests and recognises the impor-
tance of responsible gaming to the 
Macau community. 

Sands China seeks to foster res-
ponsible gaming behaviour and to 
continue to strengthen the aware-
ness of problem gambling among 
its team members and guests.

In 2004, when Sands Macao ki-
cked off operations, Sands China 
was the first gaming operator to 
launch a self-exclusion program-
me. It was also a pioneer in esta-
blishing a comprehensive respon-
sible gaming programme in 2007, 
with the goals of contributing to 
the ongoing development of the lo-
cal community, bearing corporate 
responsibility in addressing social 

issues, and developing an environ-
ment and a culture of responsible 
gaming in the region.

The company has achieved a 
series of milestones since 2004, 
initiating various projects and 
programmes, and has cooperated 
with the Macao government to 
carry out a series of responsible 
gaming promotion activities. 

Besides the addition of respon-
sible gaming signs and leaflets 
in its gaming areas, Sands China 
actively cooperated with the go-
vernment in 2017 to add respon-
sible gaming messages on ATMs 
as screensavers. Moreover, Sands 
China is the first company to have 

taken the initiative to place res-
ponsible gaming messages in its 
properties’ smoking rooms.

Sands China’s latest initiative, 
Project Protect, comes by way of 
parent company Las Vegas Sands 
Corp. The project is a comprehen-
sive global initiative to advance 
performance in responsible ga-
ming, anti-money laundering and 
the prevention of human traffi-
cking. 

Project Protect coalesces Las Ve-
gas Sands’ efforts around policy 
and procedural enhancements in 
each of the three aforementioned 
core areas. It introduces com-
prehensive team-member training 
to build lasting solutions that meet 
and exceed government regula-
tions and standard industry per-
formance.

Las Vegas Sands has always been 
a leader in responsible gaming 
initiatives, and Sands China has 
likewise always prioritised such 
efforts. In particular, the company 
has put policies and procedures in 
place to safeguard its team mem-
bers, whom it sees as valuable 
partners in running its integrated 
resorts.

“Sands China has always placed 
importance on being a socially res-
ponsible integrated resort develo-
per,” said Winnie Wong, the com-

pany’s vice president of corporate 
communications and community 
affairs. “One major part of that 
awareness is a focus on responsi-
ble gaming – for our team mem-
bers, our visitors, and the Macao 
community. As a company, we are 
proud of our initiatives in promo-
ting responsible gaming, and we 
are pleased to continue supporting 
the Macao government’s Respon-
sible Gambling Promotions.” 

Recently, a group of nearly 100 
Sands China team members at-
tended the company’s annual 
Responsible Gaming Ambassador 
training. The advanced course 
in responsible gaming enhances 
team members’ knowledge of pro-
blem gambling and awareness of 
the importance of responsible ga-
ming.

The elite programme is part of 
the company’s ongoing commit-
ment to responsible gaming in 
Macau, and is the only one in the 
city done in coordination with the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
(UNLV).

It is the sixth consecutive year the 
company has offered the advanced 
training, which supplements the 
company-wide responsible ga-
ming training received by each of 
Sands China’s more than 28,000 
team members. 

Currently, the company has 
nearly 600 Responsible Gaming 
Ambassadors who are ready and 
equipped to provide appropriate 
responses and assistance to pa-
trons exhibiting signs of problem 
gambling, and who can initiate 
conversation using crisis manage-
ment and intervention skills.

The Responsible Gaming Am-
bassador programme is delivered 
by world-renowned responsib-
le gaming expert Professor Bo J. 
Bernhard, executive director of the 
UNLV International Gaming Insti-
tute, who shares his academic insi-
ghts on responsible gaming know-
ledge and experience from the Uni-
ted States with team members.

“Each year we incorporate the 
latest scientific findings into the 
educational components – as well 
as the training piece that shows 
employees how they can interact 
best on the floor,” said Professor 
Bernhard.

“We take pride in incorporating 
leadership development educa-
tion – not just conventional pro-
blem gambling education – into 
our programme. To this end, it is 
important to emphasise to team 
members that learning about pro-
blem gambling helps make them 
leaders across the industry with 
one of the issues that is the most 
significant that faces the industry 
globally,” the expert added.

Alongside the professor are the 
senior counsellors from the Sheng 
Kung Hui Gambling Counseling 
and Family Wellness Centre, who 
enhance the practical elements 
of team members’ responsible 
gaming knowledge and skills in 
areas such as crisis management 
and intervention. 

The participants work with role
-playing scenarios and learn more 
about the gaming counselling ser-
vice provided by Sheng Kung Hui 
– supporting the government’s 
efforts to further promote the 24-
hour counselling hotline. 

Besides recruiting teams from 
table games, security and human 
resources to attend the training, 
Sands China has extended the in-
vitation to more departments this 
year, including slots, marketing, 
and corporate communications, 
in order to spread the responsible 
gaming message and counselling 
skills to more team members.

Meanwhile, as part of Sands 
China’s internal Responsible Ga-
ming 2018 campaign, which be-
gan in October and last until De-
cember, the Sheng Kung Hui Ma-
cau Social Services Coordination 
Office, YMCA Macau, Associação 
de Juventude Voluntária de Ma-
cau (AJVM) and the Gaming Em-
ployees’ Home held roadshows 
last month at Sands Macao, The 
Venetian Macao, Sands Cotai 
Central and The Parisian Macao. 

The promotion seeks to foster 
responsible gaming behaviour 
and the continued strengthening 
of team members’ awareness of 
problem gambling.

Sands China’s Responsible Ga-
ming 2018 initiative also inclu-
ded a donation of a total of MOP 
450,000 to three local responsib-
le gaming centres on October 29 
to support responsible gaming 
efforts: YMCA Macau, the Sheng 
Kung Hui Macau Social Servi-
ces Coordination Office, and the 
Macau Industrial Evangelistic 
Fellowship. The donations have 
been an annual practice since 
2008.

The Macao government’s an-
nual Responsible Gambling Pro-
motions campaign is organized by 
the MSAR Social Welfare Bureau, 
the MSAR Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau (DICJ), 
and the University of Macau. This 
year marks the 10th anniversary 
of the government initiative. 

This article is sponsored by 
Sands China Ltd.

What theY SaY

“From the moment we join the company, we are given responsible 
gaming training. Professor Bernhard has shared with us a lot of advanced 
information on this issue.
The promotional items that are available around the casino and the 
kiosks are significantly helpful because gaming customers can get 
whatever information they want and they can always call the hotline 
when they feel the need to.
We have the responsibility to give back to the community and these 
training sessions are a part of it.”
–  Simon Lao, Slot Manager for Sands Macao

“We can suggest ways for them to help themselves and persuade them 
to seek help. The training really helped us a lot in identifying problem 
gaming. I think our company has done a good job in this field to let 
gaming customers know that there is help available.”
–  Fairy Wong, representative of Table Games for Sands China
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Portuguese president 
to visit Macau in 
early 2019
The President of the Portuguese Republic, 
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa, will be visiting 
China and Macau in the first quarter of 
2019, sources told the Times. The visit 
to China will follow Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s own visit to Lisbon, Portugal, on 
December 4 and 5. During a recent stay in 
Macau, Portuguese Foreign Affairs Minister 
Augusto Santos Silva said that the President 
of the Portuguese Republic would return 
the favor soon. Contacted yesterday by the 
Times, Paulo Magalhães, the press adviser of 
the Portuguese head of State, said that “no 
precise date has been set yet for the visit of 
the President of the Republic to China.”

Chinese ambassador 
praises Macau’s 
platform role
The Chinese Ambassador to Portugal, Cai 
Run, has praised Macau’s function as a 
platform on which China and Portugal 
can connect. During a meeting with a 
delegation of business associations and 
young entrepreneurs from Macau, the 
ambassador said Macau’s unique status 
can provide a good foundation for the 
development of Sino-Portuguese relations. 
Next year will mark the 40th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic ties between 
China and Portugal. Cai expressed his hope 
that Macau can utilize its status as a bridge 
between the two countries and help Portugal 
play a more active role in China’s state 
strategy. 

Use of e-cigarettes forbidden 
in non-smoking areas
The Health Bureau 

(SSM) clarified in a 
statement this week 
that the use of elec-

tronic cigarettes in designated 
non-smoking areas is subject 
to penalties similar to those 
imposed on tobacco products.

The SSM stated that ac-
cording to the Law number 
5/2011 on smoking preven-
tion and control – amended 
by Law number 9/2017, whi-
ch came into force on January 
1, 2018 – non-smoking areas 
cover a 10-meter radius arou-
nd non-smoking signage and 
include locations such as pu-
blic bus stops.

The SSM added that the fi-
nes for infringements of such 
laws, including illegal use of e-
cigarettes, had increased from 
MOP600 to MOP1,500.

The bureau also noted that 
since the law first came into 
force on January 1, 2012, it 
had conducted 1,9 million ins-
pections at various establish-
ments as of October 31, 2018. 
This translated to an average 
of 764 inspections per day, 
and resulted in 49,385 accu-
sations of infringement.

Between January 1 and Oc-
tober 31 this year, smoke ins-
pectors performed a total of 
288,761 inspections, raising 
the daily average to 950 ins-
pections per day.

The SSM also noted that 
there were 4,669 accusations 
against smokers in the first 
10 months of this year, noting 
that nine of these were in refe-
rence to the use of e-cigarettes 
in prohibited areas.

According to the SSM’s data, 

there was a slight year-on- 
year decrease in the number 
of illegal smokers, which was 
down by 1,184 accusations at 
last count.

The Bureau also noted that 
in 110 cases, it had to request 
backup from security forces.

Common locations for in-
fractions include casinos, 
with a total of 30.5 percent of 
cases reported there; followed 
by parks, gardens and leisure 
areas with 13.1 percent, and 

10.4 percent registered at the 
airport.

Regarding compliance with 
the non-smoking law in ca-
sinos, SSM inspectors have 
carried out 725 inspections as 
of October 31, 2018 together 
with the Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bureau, re-
sulting in 1,431 accusations.

As for the status of fines for 
illegal smoking, the SSM said 
that 83.1 percent of all cases 
have been settled. RM
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Boeing issues advice on plane 
sensor after 737 Max jet crash

CHInA

Grand internet vision is starting to ring hollow
Ever since Chinese 

President Xi Jinping 
marked the opening of 
the first World Internet 
Conference in 2014, it 
was meant to usher in a 
new era of digital open-
ness and project China 
as a champion of global 
cyber-governance.

The forum’s mastermind 
- then-cyberspace czar Lu 
Wei - began aggressively 
courting U.S. technology 
giants, leading delega-
tions of the Chinese in-
dustry’s brightest around 
Silicon Valley. In 2017, 
Apple Inc. Chief Executi-
ve Officer Tim Cook and 
Alphabet Inc.’s Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai hea-
dlined the event in the 
town of Wuzhen.

Those promises are now 
starting to lie fallow. Chi-
na’s internet is more cen-
sored than ever, Silicon 
Valley’s attempts to break 
into the Chinese market 
remain stymied, and Lu 
languishes in prison, 
awaiting trial over allega-
tions of corruption.

This year’s forum kicked 
off in Wuzhen yesterday, 
two days after Xi made 

opening remarks to his 
new pet conference - the 
China International Im-
port Expo in Shanghai.

Delegates trudged 
through Wuzhen drizzle 
only to hear a subordi-
nate - a member of the 
country’s powerful Po-
litburo - deliver Xi’s re-
marks on his behalf, re-
peating the exhortations 
of years past.

It was left to the event’s 
de facto headliner, Ten-
cent Holdings Ltd.’s Ma 

Huateng, to champion 
China’s vision - defen-
ding the country’s right 
to influence the direction 
of the internet as it grows 
into its role as a true tech-
nology power.

Xi wasn’t the only lea-
der who stayed away this 
year. Traditional headli-
ner Jack Ma, chairman of 
Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. and China’s richest 
man, was a notable ab-
sence from the day’s pro-
gram.

Amid a trade war be-
tween the U.S. and Chi-
na, American technology 
giants - no longer courted 
with the assiduousness of 
Lu’s era and struggling 
with issues of their own - 
were largely absent. Whi-
le Google sent its CEO last 
year, the search giant was 
represented by regional 
head Karim Temsamani 
and the company said he 
wouldn’t be speaking.

“There’ll be unfore-
seen and unprecedented 
challenges and issues” 
as the global digital eco-
nomy unfolds, Ma told 
delegates. “China will 
fulfill our dream of beco-
ming an internet and te-
chnology power.”

While Beijing still cra-
ves a role in dictating the 
direction of the global 
tech industry, many of its 
trendsetters - including 
Tencent’s Ma - are stru-
ggling with the unpredic-
tability of Xi’s tightening 
control.

Among the more visi-
ble victims of Beijing’s 
intensifying grip is Ten-
cent, which hasn’t had a 
game approved for mo-

ney-making in months. 
It’s shed more than $200 
billion of market value 
since the government 
launched a campaign 
against addiction and 
myopia among children 
this year.

This year’s conference 
appeared to have back
-pedaled from the gover-
nment’s original ambi-
tion: Fostering a Davos
-like gathering of global 
tech minds. There wasn’t 
a list of expected guests 
posted to its website as 
the opening ceremony got 
under way, unlike years 
past. The highest-profile 
government figure on dis-
play Wednesday was for-
mer Pakistani Prime Mi-
nister Shaukat Aziz. Staff 
outnumbered delegates 
and media.

“At the end of the day, se-
curity is still the key con-
cern of the Chinese gover-
nment agenda,” said Kitty 
Fok, managing director of 
market research firm IDC 
China. “I’m not seeing the 
government opening up 
the internet here. Whate-
ver was mentioned three 
years ago, I’m not seeing 

any improvement in cen-
sorship,” she said, adding 
that the lower executive 
turnout could be linked to 
trade tensions rather than 
internet crackdowns.

That’s not to say Silicon 
Valley isn’t gently pro-
bing ways into the world’s 
largest internet and mo-
bile arena -- take Google 
and its Dragonfly censo-
red-search experiment. 
Facebook continues to 
float trial balloons. But a 
degree of ‘promise fati-
gue’ is setting in.

“Countries should dee-
pen practical cooperation, 
take common progress as 
the driving force and win
-win results as the goal, 
and blaze a trail of mu-
tual trust and governance 
to make the community 
of common destiny more 
vibrant,” Xi said in his 
remarks, as delivered by 
Politburo member Huang 
Kunming.

That’s a far cry from the 
vision touted by Lu and 
his newly-created Cybers-
pace Administration of 
China when they kicked 
off the first conference 
four years ago. Bloomberg

Alan Levin, Julie Johnsson 
and Harry Suhartono

Boeing Co. is advising 
airlines on procedures to 
deal with false readings 
from a plane sensor that 

authorities say malfunctioned on 
a 737 Max jet that crashed off the 
Indonesian coast over a week ago.

The operations-manual bulletin 
was issued Tuesday, Boeing said 
in a statement posted to Twitter, 
and tells crew to use existing gui-
delines when dealing with erro-
neous inputs from the so-called 
angle of attack sensor. That sensor 
is intended to maintain air flow 
over a plane’s wings but if it mal-
functions can lead to an aerodyna-
mic stall - which can cause aircraft 
to abruptly dive.

Bloomberg News earlier repor-
ted that Boeing was said to be pre-
paring to issue an alert to opera-
tors of the 737 Max jet in response 
to the investigation into the Oct. 
29 crash of the Lion Air plane, 
which saw 189 people killed.

The bulletin is based on prelimi-
nary findings from the Lion Air 
disaster, a person familiar with 
the matter earlier told Bloom-
berg. Under some circumstances, 

such as when pilots are flying ma-
nually, the Max jets will automa-
tically try to push down the nose 
if they detect that an aerodynamic 
stall is possible, the person said. 
One of the critical ways a plane 
determines if a stall is imminent is 
the angle of attack measurement.

The Lion Air 737 Max 8 jetliner 
plunged into the Java Sea minutes 
after takeoff from Jakarta airport, 
nosing downward so suddenly 
that it may have hit speeds of 600 
miles an hour before slamming 
into the water. Moments earlier, 

the pilots radioed a request to re-
turn to Jakarta to land, but never 
turned back toward the airport, 
according to Indonesia’s National 
Transportation Safety Committee 
and flight-track data. The commi-
ttee said the pilots were dealing 
with an erroneous airspeed indi-
cation.

The probe into what happened 
with the Lion Air plane “is on-
going and Boeing continues to 
cooperate fully and provide te-
chnical assistance at the request 
and under the direction of govern-

ment authorities investigating the 
accident,” the company said in its 
statement.

On Nov. 5, the Indonesian trans-
portation-safety committee called 
on Boeing and the U.S. National 
Transportation and Safety Board 
“to take necessary steps to prevent 
similar incidents, especially on the 
Boeing 737 Max, which number 
200 aircraft all over the world,” 
according to a statement.

Boeing has delivered 219 Max 
planes - the latest and most ad-
vanced 737 jets - since the new 
models made their commercial 
debut last year with a Lion Air 
subsidiary. Boeing has more than 
4,500 orders for the airliners, whi-
ch feature larger engines, more 
aerodynamic wings and an up-
graded cockpit with larger glass 
displays. The single-aisle family is 
Boeing’s biggest source of profit.

Aircraft and engine manufac-
turers routinely send bulletins to 
air carriers noting safety measu-
res and maintenance actions they 
should take, most of them relati-
vely routine. But the urgency of a 
fatal accident can trigger a flurry 
of such notices.

After an engine on a Southwest 
Airlines Co. plane fractured ear-

lier this year over Pennsylvania, 
killing a passenger, CFM Interna-
tional Inc. issued multiple bulle-
tins to operators of its CFM56-7B 
power plants.

Aviation regulators such as the 
U.S. Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and the European Aviation 
Safety Agency often follow such 
actions by mandating that carriers 
follow the bulletins.

Pilots raise and lower the nose 
of Boeing jetliners by pushing and 
pulling on a yoke in the cockpit, 
which controls panels at the tail 
known as elevators. In addition, 
a system known as elevator trim 
can be changed to prompt nose
-up or nose-down movement.

The angle of attack readings are 
fed into a computer that in some 
cases will attempt to push down 
the nose using the elevator trim 
system. In the early days of the jet 
age, the elevator trim system was 
linked to several accidents. If pi-
lots aren’t careful, they can cause 
severe nose-down trim settings 
that make it impossible to level a 
plane.

Such an issue arose in 2016 at 
Rostov-on-Don Airport in Russia 
when a FlyDubai 737-800 no-
sed over and slammed into the 
runway at a steep angle, according 
to an interim report by Russian 
investigators. That case didn’t in-
volve the angle-of-attack system. 
One of the pilots had trimmed the 
plane to push the nose down whi-
le trying to climb after aborting 
a landing, the report said. All 62 
people on board died. Bloomberg
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China’s new-generation stealth unmanned combat aircraft prototype, the CH-7, is displayed in Zhuhai

Beijing unveils stealth 
combat drone in development

ECOnOMy

Reserves fall, suggesting Beijing propping up yuan
China’S foreign cur-

rency reserves decli-
ned in October in a sign 
Beijing might be interve-
ning in the market to keep 
its yuan from falling too 
far against the dollar and 
triggering a possible U.S. 
backlash amid a tariff ba-
ttle.

The reserves, the world’s 
largest, declined by about 
USD34 billion to just over 
$3 trillion, according to 
central bank data released 
yesterday.

The bank gave no indi-
cation how much of that 
was due to selling dollars 
to support the yuan. But 
Chinese authorities have 
promised to avoid a “com-
petitive devaluation” to 
help exporters who face 
U.S. tariff hikes in a fight 

over Beijing’s technology 
policy.

The yuan, also known as 
the renminbi, or “people’s 
money,” sank to a 10-year 
low of 6.9756 per dollar 
at the end of October, co-
ming close to breaking 
the level of seven to the 

greenback. It strengthe-
ned slightly this month, 
suggesting authorities 
sold dollars to stop its sli-
de.

The central bank 
“appears to have interve-
ned directly in the foreign 
exchange market again 

in October,” said Chang 
Liu of Capital Economics 
in a report. “But its inter-
vention remains small in 
scale and seems calibrated 
to slow the renminbi’s fall 
rather than stop it.”

The U.S. Treasury De-
partment declined this 
month to label China a 
currency manipulator but 
said it was closely wat-
ching Beijing.

Most forecasters say 
they expect Beijing to step 
in to prevent the yuan 
from breaking seven to 
the dollar. That level has 
no economic significance 
but could add fuel to U.S. 
complaints about curren-
cy controls.

Chinese regulators are 
trying to make the state-
set exchange rate more 

responsive to market for-
ces. But those are pushing 
down on the yuan as Chi-
na’s economy cools and 
interest rates in the two 
countries head in different 
directions.

The exchange rate is set 
each morning and allowed 
to fluctuate by 2 percent 
against the dollar during 
the day. The central bank 
can buy or sell currency — 
or order Chinese commer-
cial banks to do so — to 
dampen price movemen-
ts.

A weaker yuan also mi-
ght encourage an out-
flow of capital from the 
world’s second-largest 
economy. That would rai-
se borrowing costs at a 
time when its leaders are 
trying to shore up cooling 

growth.
Some forecasters say 

Beijing’s stance might 
change if U.S. President 
Donald Trump and his 
Chinese counterpart, Xi 
Jinping, make no progress 
at a meeting this month 
during a gathering of the 
Group of 20 major econo-
mies.

The central bank tried to 
discourage speculation by 
imposing a requirement 
in August that traders 
post deposits for contracts 
to buy or sell yuan. That 
allows trading to continue 
but raises the cost.

Beijing imposed similar 
controls in October 2015 
to stop a slump in the 
yuan. The currency tem-
porarily steadied but fell 
the following year. AP

Dake Kang And 
Christopher Bodeen, Zhuhai

A Chinese state-owned com-
pany says it is developing a 

stealth combat drone in the la-
test sign of the country’s growing 
aerospace prowess.

The CH-7 unmanned aerial 
vehicle also underscores Chi-
na’s growing competitiveness 
in the expanding global market 
for drones. China has won sales 
in the Middle East and elsewhe-
re by offering drones at lower 
prices and without the political 
conditions attached by the U.S.

The CH-7’s chief designer Shi 
Wen says the aircraft can “fly 
long hours, scout and strike the 
target when necessary.”

“Very soon, I believe, in the 
next one to two years, [we] can 
see the CH-7 flying in the blue 
skies, gradually being a prac-
tical and usable product in the 
future,” Shi told The Associated 
Press.

Shi said manufacturer Chinese 
Aerospace Science and Techno-
logy Corporation plans to test fly 
the drone next year and begin 
mass production by 2022. He 
said the drone will likely be sold 
abroad but had no information 
on potential clients.

A model of the aircraft is being 
displayed at this week’s Zhuhai 
air show in southern China, a 
biannual event that showcases 
China’s latest advancements in 
military and civilian aviation.

With a wingspan of 22 meters 
(72 feet) and a length of 10 me-
ters (33 feet), the swept-wing 
CH-7 is the size of a combat air-

craft and its single engine can 
propel it at roughly the speed of 
a commercial jet airliner.

The U.S., Russia and France 
are also developing stealth dro-
nes, while Israel has long been a 
leader in the UAV field.

However, low prices and a 
willingness to transfer techno-
logy have endowed China with 
a “strong position,” in the UAV 
market, said Phil Finnegan, di-
rector of corporate analysis at 
the Teal Group Corp. in Fairfax, 
Virginia.

The U.S. has been extremely 
cautious about selling its higher- 
end unmanned system, even to 
NATO member states, opening 
up an opportunity to China in 
the export market, said Justin 
Bronk, an export on such te-
chnologies at the Royal United 
Services Institute for Defense 

and Security Studies in London.
“It would represent an area of 

Chinese arms export offerings 
which no other country offers,” 
Bronk said.

Alongside its development of 
stealth fighters and commercial 
passenger jets, China has advan-
ced rapidly in the development 
of UAVs, which have a relatively 
lower technological entry cost. 
Sales have also been boosted by 
the fact that China is not a sig-
natory to the Missile Technolo-
gy Control Regime that restricts 
exports of missiles and other 
unmanned weapons systems.

The numbers of drone pro-
grams unveiled in China in re-
cent years has been “dizzying,” 
said Sam Roggeveen, director of 
the international security pro-
gram at Australia’s Lowy Insti-
tute.

While the CH-7’s ultimate ef-
fectiveness remains to be de-
termined, if exported, it would 
“mark another step-change for 
China, which has traditionally 
not offered its cutting-edge te-
chnology to foreign customers,” 
Roggeveen said.

Across the Middle East, coun-
tries locked out of purchasing 
U.S.-made drones due to rules 
over excessive civilian casualties 
are being wooed by Chinese arms 
dealers, now the world’s main 
distributor of armed drones.

The sales are helping expand 
Chinese influence across a re-
gion crucial to American securi-
ty interests and bolstering Bei-
jing’s ambitions to lead in high-
tech arms sales.

While the U.S. still holds a te-
chnology advantage, China wins 
on price. The fact it is willing to 

sell the CH-7 abroad could indi-
cate the technology is less than 
cutting edge, given China’s de-
sire to guard its technological 
edge in such areas, said Ron 
Huisken, a regional security ex-
pert at Australian National Uni-
versity.

China’s exports also undersco-
re the growing pervasiveness of 
drones in modern warfare, even 
without strong international 
agreements on where and how 
they can be used.

“One wonders what nasty sur-
prises are in store as countries 
more casual about how they 
use drones and less strict about 
training standards get their 
hands on them,” said Huisken.

Also appearing again at this 
year’s Zhuhai show was China’s 
homebuilt J-20 stealth fighter, 
which outwardly resembles the 
Lockheed Martin F-22 Raptor 
in service with the U.S. military.

It was joined by the Chinese 
J-10B fighter with vectoring 
thrust, featuring an engine equi-
pped with a hinged nozzle. Vec-
toring thrust technology allows 
planes to direct their propul-
sion, giving it more flexibility 
in maneuvering, and the subs-
tation of Chinese-made WS-10 
engines for those imported from 
Russia appears to mark a new 
milestone for the domestic de-
fense industry.

The jet fighters on display 
thrilled spectators. For many, 
the performances demonstrated 
China’s burgeoning aerospace 
industry and growing confiden-
ce in its technology.

“I think it is pretty awesome,” 
said Xie Dongni, a marketer for 
an information technology com-
pany.

“I might not a plane specialist, 
but I can feel the way China is 
changing. It is getting stronger 
slowly, its international status is 
growing higher and higher.” AP
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Australia to block Chinese 
USD9b energy takeover bid

CORRUPTIOn

Former chair of bad-debt 
manager Huarong is arrested
ChineSe authorities 

arrested Lai Xiaomin, 
who once oversaw more 
than USD280 billion in as-
sets in his role as chairman 
of China Huarong Asset 
Management Co.

Lai was expelled from the 
Chinese Communist Par-
ty last month after being 
placed under investigation 
for graft in April. Huarong, 
the biggest of China’s four 
state-run bad-loan mana-
gers which rose to promi-
nence through debt-fue-
led expansion, has lost 60 
percent of its market value 
this year.

President Xi Jinping has 

pushed an anti-corruption 
campaign that has na-
bbed more than 1.5 million 
Communist Party cadres. 
The effort has recently rea-
ched into corporate boar-
drooms to help halt the 
debt-fueled expansion of 
China’s biggest businesses, 
and financial regulators 
have also highlighted their 
determination to stamp 
out wrongdoing in the ca-
pital markets.

The Communist Party’s 
disciplinary committee 
said last month that Lai 
violated the central go-
vernment’s financial po-
licy and “blindly” pushed 

forward an expansion that 
deviated from the bad-de-
bt manager’s main busi-
ness. Representatives for 
Huarong did not immedia-
tely respond to a request 
for comment.

Lai also took bribes and 
squandered state assets, ac-
cording to the committee. 
Investigators found 270 
million yuan ($39 million) 
of cash stashed at one of 
Lai’s properties, and 300 
million yuan of deposits at 
the bank account owned by 
Lai’s mother, Caixin repor-
ted earlier this year.

Huarong withdrew plans 
for a listing in China in 

September after reporting 
a 95 percent plunge in first- 
half profit. S&P Global 
Ratings downgraded the 
firm to BBB+ from A- in 
August.

David Webb, the Hong 
Kong-based activist inves-
tor, last month published 
a list of 26 stocks “not to 
own” due to links with 
Huarong. The list cente-
red around Beijing-ba-
sed Huarong and China 
Minsheng Banking Corp., 
two companies that helped 
finance a “complex web of 
dealings” in 24 other pu-
blicly-traded firms, Webb 
wrote. Bloomberg

Rod McGuirk, Canberra

The Australian gover-
nment yesterday war-
ned it intends to block 
a Hong Kong and Chi-

nese consortium’s 13 billion 
Australian dollar (USD9 billion) 
takeover bid for an energy in-
frastructure company because it 
conflicts with Australia’s natio-
nal interest.

The CK Consortium needed 
approval of Australia’s Foreign 
Investment Review Board to 
take over APA Group, which 
owns more than 43,700 kilome-
ters (27,100 miles) of gas pipeli-
ne in Australia.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
said he had told the consortium 
of his preliminary view that the 
takeover was not in Australia’s 
interests.  In practice, the deci-
sion to block the sale is final.

“I have formed this view on the 
grounds that it would result in 
an undue concentration of fo-
reign ownership by a single com-
pany group in our most signifi-
cant gas transmission business,” 
Frydenberg said in a statement.

The Foreign Investment Re-
view Board was unable to reach 
a unanimous recommendation, 
expressing concerns about the 
national interest implications of 
such a dominant foreign player 
in the gas and electricity sec-
tors over the longer term, Fry-
denberg said.

Peter Jennings, executive di-
rector of the government-es-
tablished Australian Strategic 
Policy Institute think tank, had 
been advocating for weeks for 

the government to veto the sale 
on national security grounds.

“My sense is that if the FIRB 
and the treasurer are taking na-
tional security considerations 
seriously into account, they 
should say ‘no’ to this particular 
proposed takeover,” Jennings 
said in September.

The consortium is led by Hong 
Kong-registered Cheung Kong 
Infrastructure Group, better 
known as CKI. CKI and Chine-
se state-owned State Grid Corp. 
were in 2016 blocked on classi-
fied national security grounds 
from leasing for 99 years a 50.4 

percent stake in Ausgrid, a Sy-
dney electricity grid, for more 
than AUD10 billion.

That decision was made by 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
when he was treasurer.

While reasons were not detai-
led, there was speculation that 
the consortium was blocked be-
cause Ausgrid included an elec-
tricity node that was connected 
to the secretive joint U.S.-Aus-
tralian intelligence facility at 
Pine Gap in central Australia.

Jennings said the finding that 
the sale of APA to Chinese inte-
rests was not in Australians’ in-

terest was a “no-brainer.”
“If the takeover proceeded, 

we’d have about 70 percent or 
more of electricity and gas in-
frastructure would be owned by 
either CKI, a Hong Kong com-
pany, or State Grid, a Chinese 
state-owned entity,” Jennings 
said.

“I just think that’s a risk that no 
country would really find accep-
table,” he added.

In 2016, China’s state-run Xi-
nhua News Agency criticized 
Australia for rejecting the Aus-
grid bid along with Britain’s re-
cent move to delay a decision 

on a new nuclear power plant 
backed by Chinese investment. 
The agency said that although 
China’s “dramatic development, 
huge population and unique 
culture” may cause concern for 
some countries, it could also re-
sult in “China-phobia.”

The Chinese Embassy noted 
this was the second time in 2016 
that the government has decided 
not to back applications by Chi-
nese bidders to invest in Austra-
lia.

Morrison had earlier blocked a 
Chinese-led consortium Dakang 
Australia Holdings from buying 
an 80 percent stake in Austra-
lia’s largest private landholding, 
S. Kidman & Co. Ltd.

The embassy said the two de-
cisions showed “a clear protec-
tionist tendency and would have 
serious impact on the enthu-
siasm of Chinese firms which 
want to come and invest in Aus-
tralia.”

The embassy did not immedia-
tely respond on Wednesday for a 
request for comment on the go-
vernment’s latest decision.

In 2015, President Barack Oba-
ma raised questions with then 
Prime Minister Malcolm Tur-
nbull after Australia allowed a 
Chinese company, Landbridge, 
to secure a 99-year lease over 
the strategically important Port 
of Darwin, which has become 
a U.S. Marines training hub in 
northern Australia. Turnbull 
said Australian defense and se-
curity officials determined the 
AUD506 million deal did not 
threaten national interests.

The Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission, 
that fair trade watchdog, appro-
ved the APA deal in September 
on condition that the consor-
tium reduced its gas market do-
minance in Western Australian 
state by selling some of its pipe-
lines there. The bid was made in 
June. AP

Not for sale: Powerlines run across a section near Brisbane

Lai Xiaomin 
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Democratic House could probe Trump 
ties abroad, from Moscow to Beijing

Kremlin says North Korea’s Kim 
could visit Russia next year
The Kremlin says 

it hopes that North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un will visit Russia next 
year.

Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin’s foreign 
affairs adviser, Yuri 
Ushakov, said yesterday 

that “I hope the visit 
could be possible next 
year.” 

The announcement 
contrasted with earlier 
Kremlin statements that 
Kim was expected to vi-
sit Russia this fall.

Last month, the 

Kremlin said Putin had 
extended an invitation 
to Kim to visit Russia 
and that Moscow was 
working on the details 
of where and when that 
meeting could happen.

North Korea entered 
talks with the U.S. and 

South Korea earlier this 
year, saying it’s willing 
to negotiate away its ad-
vancing nuclear arsenal. 
Nuclear diplomacy later 
stalled because of suspi-
cions over how sincere 
North Korea is about its 
disarmament pledge. AP

Tim Sullivan & Angela Charlton

The Democratic victory 
in the U.S. House of 
Representatives cou-
ld echo from Moscow 

to Beijing to Riyadh, with em-
powered Democrats now able 
to launch new investigations 
into President Donald Trump’s 
international business empire 
and his political dealings with 
other nations.

Overturning control of the 
House in Tuesday’s midterm 
elections has given the Demo-
crats a new weapon to wield 
against Trump: the subpoe-
na. The Democratic leaders of 
many House committees will 
have subpoena powers enabling 
them to obtain documents, 
emails and testimony.

The White House would likely 
fight many such requests in 
court, but the subpoenas’ rea-
ch could extend far beyond 
Washington.

That means Democrats cou-
ld look into such issues as the 
18 trademarks that China has 
granted in recent months to 
companies linked to Trump 
and his daughter Ivanka and 
whether they were conflicts 
of interest. China says it han-
dles all trademark applications 
equally, but House committees 
could probe whether Beijing 
can exploit the Trump family’s 
substantial intellectual property 
holdings in China to its political 
or diplomatic advantage.

Yesterday, China would not 
comment directly on the U.S. 
election results.

“It’s their domestic affair. I 
don’t want to comment on that, 
otherwise I will run the risk of 
being accused of interfering in 
their midterm election,” foreign 
ministry spokeswoman Hua 
Chunying told reporters.

“Regardless of the result [...] 
we believe the two governments 
and the two peoples all want to 
maintain the sound and steady 
development of bilateral rela-
tions because we believe it is in 
the best interests of the interna-
tional community,” Hua said.

For Moscow, the Democratic 

victory means a probable reope-
ning of the congressional inves-
tigation into Russian interfe-
rence in the 2016 U.S. election.

The Republican-led Intelligen-
ce Committee closed its probe 
into Russian meddling, saying it 
had found no evidence of collu-
sion between Russia and the 
Trump campaign. Democrats, 
though, have long said that the 
Republicans ignored many key 
facts and witnesses.

A congressional probe wou-
ld be more public than special 
counsel Robert Mueller’s cur-
rent investigation into Russian 
election interference and wou-
ldn’t run the risk of being shut 
down by Trump.

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin denies any involvement 
in Trump’s election victory, but 
he may quietly favor a renewed 
investigation, seeing them as a 
way to sow chaos and division 
in America’s bitterly divided po-
litical arena. What he would not 
favor, though, would be investi-
gations or sanctions that would 
further damage the well-con-

nected Russian oligarchs belie-
ved to have helped fund the U.S. 
election meddling efforts.

The Kremlin shrugged off the 
midterm election results and 
concerns that a Democratic-
controlled House would increa-
se the pressure on Russia.

“It’d be hard to make [the rela-
tionship] even worse,” Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
reporters yesterday.

A meeting between Trump and 
Putin planned for this weekend 
in France on the sidelines of 
World War I commemorations 
has been scrapped.

Then there’s Saudi Arabia, and 
the relationship between Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
and Trump’s son-in-law, Ja-
red Kushner. The ties between 
the two men, who are said to 
communicate frequently, could 
come under increased scrutiny 
by Democrats.

The U.S. and Saudi Arabia 
have long been key allies, and 
Trump made the country his 
first stop abroad as president.

But the crown prince has lost 

supporters in Congress since 
the Oct. 2 killing of Saudi writer 
Jamal Khashoggi, a Washing-
ton Post columnist and a critic 
of the crown prince, inside the 
Saudi Consulate in Istanbul. 
The slaying was allegedly car-
ried out by agents close to the 
prince.

The fallout for Saudi Arabia 
from the U.S. election could be 
immense, with Democrats pos-
sibly trying to block major arms 
sales to Saudi Arabia and curtail 
U.S. support for Saudi Arabia’s 
war in Yemen, which the prince 
launched as defense minister in 
2015. The conflict has become 
widely unpopular with some 
members of Congress and aid 
agencies say it has created the 
world’s largest humanitarian 
catastrophe, with millions fa-
cing starvation amid a Saudi 
blockade of the Arab world’s 
poorest country.

The U.S. assists the Saudi-led 
coalition with in-air refueling and 
intelligence on targets, and su-
pplies the kingdom with fighter 
jets and bombs used in the war.

“There’s so much to the 
Trump administration that 
could be investigated, it’s an 
unprecedented situation of 
major business entanglements 
around the world” linked to the 
U.S. president, said Dana Allin, 
senior fellow with the Inter-
national Institute for Strategic 
Studies. “It’s very difficult to 
rule out the idea that foreign 
policy decisions are not being 
kept separate from business 
interests.”

But more investigations, Re-
publicans note, could also blow 
back against the Democrats for 
the 2020 U.S. election. Many 
Trump supporters already be-
lieve investigations into him 
have gone too far, and a string 
of new subpoenas could end up 
alienating voters.

That’s what happened in the 
1998 midterm vote, when Re-
publican impeachment procee-
dings against then-President 
Bill Clinton ended up ener-
gizing his fellow Democrats, 
allowing them to take additio-
nal House seats.

Trump, meanwhile, warned 
Democrats against using their 
new majority in the House of 
Representatives to investigate 
his administration. He said in 
a tweet yesterday that if they 
do, the Republican-controlled 
Senate may investigate Demo-
crats. AP

 
I don’t want to 
comment on 
that, otherwise 
I will run the 
risk of being 
accused of 
interfering in 
their midterm 
election. 

HUA CHUNYING 
CHINESE FoREIGN MINISTRY

Welcoming old allies: Cuban President Miguel Diaz-Canel and Kim 
Jong Un in Pyongyang on Monday

The Capitol is seen on the morning after Election Day as Democrats took back the House
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Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong (top) and Indonesian Siti Aisyah are escorted by police as they leave the Shah Alam High Court

MALAySIA 

Court to resume Kim Jong Nam 
murder trial on January 7
A Malaysian court set 

January 7 for two Sou-
theast Asian women 
charged with murde-

ring the North Korean leader’s 
half brother to begin their de-
fense, as their lawyers complai-
ned that some witnesses were 
unreachable.

A High Court judge in August 
found there was enough eviden-
ce to infer that Indonesian Siti 
Aisyah and Vietnamese Doan 
Thi Huong, along with four mis-
sing North Korean suspects, 
had engaged in a “well-planned 
conspiracy” to kill Kim Jong 
Nam.

The women appeared somber 
but calm during yesterday’s hea-
ring. The trial had been due to 
resume Nov. 1 but was postpo-
ned after a defense lawyer fell ill.

Aisyah’s lawyers made a new 
application to the court to com-
pel prosecutors to provide them 
with statements that eight wit-
nesses had given to police ear-
lier.

Her lawyer, Kulaselvi Sandra-
segaram, said they were infor-
med that one of the witnesses, 

the man who chauffeured Kim to 
the airport, had died while two 
Indonesian women who were 
Aishah’s roommates were be-
lieved to have returned to their 
homeland. She said they have 
only managed to interview two 
of the witnesses offered by pro-
secutors, while two others didn’t 

turn up for their appointments 
and couldn’t be contacted.

The witness statements taken 
by police are important in “the 
interest of justice” and to ensu-
re that what they say to defense 
lawyers is consistent with what 
they told police, Sandrasegaram 
told reporters later.

Prosecutor Iskandar Ahmad 
said the police interviews are pri-
vileged statements and shouldn’t 
be made public.

Judge Azmi Ariffin said the 
court will make a decision on the 
defense application on Dec. 14. 
He also set 10 days from Jan. 7 
through February for Aishah’s de-

fense and 14 days from March 11 
through April for Huong.

The two are accused of smea-
ring VX nerve agent on Kim’s face 
in an airport terminal in Kuala 
Lumpur on Feb. 13, 2017. They 
have said they thought they were 
taking part in a prank for a TV 
show. They are the only suspects 
in custody. The four North Ko-
rean suspects fled the country the 
same morning Kim was killed.

Lawyers for Aisyah, 25, and 
Huong, 29, have told the jud-
ge they will testify under oath in 
their defense.

They have said their clients were 
pawns in a political assassination 
with clear links to the North Ko-
rean Embassy in Kuala Lumpur, 
and that the prosecution failed to 
show the women had any inten-
tion to kill. Their intent is key to 
concluding they are guilty of mur-
der.

Malaysian officials have never 
officially accused North Korea 
and have made it clear they don’t 
want the trial politicized.

Kim was the eldest son in the 
current generation of North Ko-
rea’s ruling family. He had been 
living abroad for years but could 
have been seen as a threat to Nor-
th Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s 
rule.

Murder carries a mandatory 
sentence of hanging, but Malay-
sia’s government plans to abolish 
the death penalty and has put all 
executions on hold until the laws 
are changed. AP
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Sen. Ted Cruz, R-Texas, beat Democratic U.S. Representative Beto O’Rourke in Senate race

USA

Democrats retake the House, setting up   divided government
Lisa Mascaro, Washington

The Democrats took 
back the House with 
a surge of fresh new 
candidates and an 

outpouring of voter enthu-
siasm yesterday [Macau time], 
breaking the GOP’s monopoly 
on power in Washington and 
setting the stage for a multi-
tude of investigations of Presi-
dent Donald Trump that could 
engulf his administration over 
the next two years.

Ending eight years of Repu-
blican control that began with 
the tea party revolt of 2010, 
Democrats picked off more 
than two dozen GOP-held dis-
tricts in suburbs across the 
nation on the way to securing 
the 218 seats needed for a ma-
jority.

Several races had yet to be 
decided, meaning the majority 
could grow still larger.

With the Republicans kee-
ping control of the Senate, the 
outcome in the House could 
mean gridlock for Trump’s 
agenda on Capitol Hill — or, 
conversely, it could open a 
new era of deal-making.

As the majority party, the 
Democrats will chair power-
ful committees and have sub-
poena power to seek Trump’s 
tax returns and more aggres-
sively investigate Russian in-
terference in the 2016 election 
and possible collusion by the 
Trump campaign.

Democratic Leader Nancy 
Pelosi called it a “new day in 
America.”

The campaign unfolded 
against a backdrop of ugly rhe-
toric and angry debates on im-
migration, health care and the 
role of Congress in overseeing 
the president.

In locking down a majority, 
Democratic candidates flipped 
seats in several suburban dis-
tricts outside Washington, 
Philadelphia, Miami, Chica-
go, Denver and Dallas that 
were considered prime targe-
ts for turnover because they 
were won by Hillary Clinton 
in 2016. The Democrats made 
only slight inroads in Trump 
country, where they tried to 
win back white working-class 
voters.

Midterm elections are typi-
cally difficult for the party in 
power, but the GOP’s hold on 
power was further weakened 
by an unusually large number 
of retirements as well as infi-
ghting between conservatives 
and centrists over their alle-
giance to Trump.

The Democrats, in turn, be-
nefited from extraordinary 
voter enthusiasm, robust fun-
draising and unusually fresh 
candidates. More women than 
ever were running, along with 

veterans and minorities, many 
of them motivated by revul-
sion over Trump.

As the returns came in, vo-
ters were on track to send at 
least 99 women to the House, 
shattering the record of 84 
held now.

In trying to stem Republi-
can losses, Trump made only 
passing reference to his $1.5 
trillion tax cut — the GOP 
Congress’ signature achieve-
ment — and instead barns-
tormed through mostly white 
regions of the country, inter-
jecting dark and foreboding 
warnings. He predicted an “in-
vasion” from the migrant cara-
van making its way toward the 
U.S. and decried the “radical” 
agenda of speaker-in-waiting 
Pelosi.

Trump also took little res-
ponsibility for the House, 
saying his focus was on saving 
the Senate. 

Yesterday he called to con-
gratulate Pelosi and acknow-
ledged her plea for biparti-
sanship, the leader’s spokes-
man said.

Health care and immigration 
were high on voters’ minds as 

they cast ballots, according to 
a ranging survey of the Ame-
rican electorate conducted by 
The Associated Press. AP Vo-
teCast also showed a majority 
of voters considered Trump a 
factor in their votes.

In the Miami area, former 
Clinton administration Cabinet 
member Donna Shalala won 
an open seat, while GOP Rep. 
Carlos Curbelo lost his bid for 
a third term in another district.

In the suburbs outside the 
nation’s capital, Virginia Rep. 
Barbara Comstock — among 
the most endangered GOP in-
cumbents, branded Barbara 
“Trumpstock” by Democrats 
— lost to Jennifer Wexton, a 
prosecutor and state legisla-
tor.

And outside Richmond, Vir-
ginia, one-time tea party fa-
vorite Rep. Dave Brat lost to 
Democrat Abigail Spanberger, 
a former CIA operative mo-
tivated to run for office after 
the GOP vote to gut the Af-
fordable Care Act. Like other 
Democrats across the country, 
Spanberger emphasized pro-
tecting people with pre-exis-
ting conditions from being de-
nied coverage or charged more 
by insurers.

Pennsylvania was particular-
ly daunting for Republicans 
after court-imposed redistric-
ting and a rash of retirements 
put several seats in play. De-
mocratic favorite Conor Lamb, 
who stunned Washington by 
winning a special election in 
the state, beat Republican 
Rep. Keith Rothfus in a new 
district. At least three other 

red districts flipped to blue.
In Kansas, Democrat Sharice 

Davids beat a GOP incumbent 
to become one of two Native 
American women, with Deb 
Haaland of New Mexico, elec-
ted to the House. Davids is 
also openly gay.

Democrats welcomed other 
firsts, including two Muslim- 
American women, Rhasida 
Tlaib of Michigan and Min-
nesota’s Ilhan Oman, who is 
also the first Somali-American 
elected to Congress. The Re-
publican side of the aisle elec-
ted mostly white men.

But in Kentucky, one of the 
top Democratic recruits, reti-
red Marine fighter pilot Amy 
McGrath, lost her bid to oust 
to three-term Rep. Andy Barr 
in the Lexington-area district.

Republicans had expected 
the GOP tax plan would be the 
cornerstone of their election 
agenda this year, but it beca-
me a potential liability in key 
states along the East and West 
coasts where residents could 
face higher tax bills because 
of limits on property and sales 
tax deductions.

The tax law was particularly 

Republicans keep Senate control for two    more years, triumph for Trump

Re p u b l i c a n S 
retained Senate 

control after ousting 
Democratic incum-
bents in Indiana, 

North Dakota and 
Missouri, delivering 
a victory to President 
Donald Trump by 
preserving the cham-

ber as a showplace for 
his conservative prio-
rities for two more 
years.

To seal the win, the 

GOP drew backing 
from hard-right vo-
ters in rural, deep-red 
states, where Trump’s 
nativist, racially tin-

ged rhetoric and in-
sult-laden discourse 
were as stirring for 
some conservatives as 
they were infuriating 

 As the 
majority party, 
the Democrats 
will chair 
powerful 
committees 
and have 
subpoena 
power to seek 
Trump’s tax 
returns



thu 08.11.2018

WORLD分析macau’s leading newspaper 15
 

th Anniversary

 

ap
 p

h
ot

o

Democrat Jennifer Wexton (left) smiles as former Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe gives her a kiss at her election night party

USA

Democrats retake the House, setting up   divided government

problematic for Republicans 
in New Jersey, where at least 
three GOP-held seats flipped. 
The winners included Demo-
crat Mikie Sherrill, a former 
Navy pilot and federal prose-

cutor who ran for a suburban 
Newark seat.

The GOP campaign commit-
tee distanced itself from eight-
term Rep. Steve King of Iowa 
after he was accused of racism 

and anti-Semitism, but he won 
anyway.

In California, four GOP sea-
ts in the one-time Republican 
stronghold of Orange Coun-
ty were in play, along with 

three other seats to the north 
beyond Los Angeles and into 
the Central Valley.

“We always knew these ra-
ces are going to be close,” said 
Rep. Katherine Clark of Mas-

sachusetts, co-chair of House 
Democrats’ recruitment ef-
forts. “It’s just a very robust 
class of candidates that really 
reflects who we are as a coun-
try.” AP

Republicans keep Senate control for two    more years, triumph for Trump
to liberals elsewhere.

“Donald Trump went 
out and worked his tail 
off,” Sen. Cory Gardner, 
R-Colo., who heads the 
Senate GOP’s campaign 
committee, said in an 
interview. He cited 
Trump rallies that drew 
thousands in crucial 
states during the cam-
paign’s closing weeks 
and added, “The presi-
dent was THE factor.”

The significance of the 
Republican victory in 
the Senate, which the 
party has dominated 
for the past four years, 
was magnified becau-
se Democrats wrested 
House control from the 
GOP. That’s a sure-fire 
formula for two years 
of legislative gridlock 
and positioning for the 
2020 presidential and 
congressional elections.

Nevada Sen. Dean 
Heller, the only GOP in-
cumbent seeking re-e-
lection in a state Demo-
cratic presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton 
won in 2016, became 
the only Republican se-
nator to lose. First-term 
Democratic Rep. Jacky 
Rosen ousted him, at-
tacking him for backing 

last year’s Republican 
effort to repeal Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s 
health care law.

Republicans retained 
Senate seats in the Sou-
th, Midwest and West 
and ensured at least a 
51-49 majority, equal 
to their current mar-
gin. With three races 
unresolved early We-
dnesday, Republicans 
stood a chance of ex-
panding their majority 
with wins possible in 
Florida, Arizona and 
Montana.

They paved their path 
to victory by defeating 
Democrats Joe Don-
nelly of Indiana, Hei-
di Heitkamp of North 
Dakota and Missou-
ri’s Claire McCaskill. 
They kept competitive 
seats in Texas, where 
Sen. Ted Cruz fended 
off Rep. Beto O’Rou-
rke, the well-financed 

liberal darling, and 
Tennessee, where Rep. 
Marsha Blackburn pre-
vailed.

Trump called Senate 
Majority Leader Mit-
ch McConnell, R-Ky., 
“to congratulate him 
on the historic Senate 
gains,” White House 
spokeswoman Sarah 
Sanders said. It was 
just the second mid-
term election in over 
three decades when the 
party holding the White 
House gained seats.

The Republican Sena-
te win was especially 
significant because that 
chamber confirms no-
minations, including 
for Supreme Court jus-
tices and federal jud-
ges, a top GOP priority.

The GOP agenda in-
cludes tax and spen-
ding cuts, trade, immi-
gration restrictions and 
curbs on Obama’s heal-

th care law. Short of 
compromises, perhaps 
on infrastructure, 
its initiatives will go 
nowhere in the House.

Even passing many 
bills will be difficult for 
the Senate. The GOP 
will fall short of the 60 
votes needed to break 
Democratic filibusters, 
procedural delays that 
kill legislation.

Though Republi-
cans entered the night 
commanding the Se-
nate only narrowly, a 
crucial piece of math 
worked for them: De-
mocrats and their two 
independent allies de-
fended 26 seats, Repu-
blicans just nine.

“Senate Democrats 
faced the most diffi-
cult political map in 60 
years,” said Sen. Chris 
Van Hollen, D-Md., 
chairman of Senate De-
mocrats’ political arm. 
He lauded his party for 
winning at least half 
the 10 seats they were 
defending in states 
Trump carried and pre-
venting Republicans 
from capturing a fili-
buster-proof majority.

Blackburn, a con-
servative and ardent 

Trump backer, defea-
ted former Tennessee 
Gov. Phil Bredesen, 74. 
Bredesen had promised 
a bipartisan approach 
if elected.

Heitkamp lost to GOP 
Rep. Kevin Cramer, 
whom Trump persua-
ded to seek the Sena-
te seat. McCaskill was 
denied a third term by 
Josh Hawley, 38, Mis-
souri’s hard-right at-
torney general, who 
called McCaskill too li-
beral for the state.

Democratic Sen. Joe 
Manchin was re-elected 
in West Virginia, whi-
ch Trump captured by 
42 percentage points. 
Democratic incumben-
ts prevailed in Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Michi-
gan and Wisconsin, 
which Trump carried 
narrowly.

Tuesday’s midterms 
were among the most 
bitter in years, with 
Trump stoking con-
servatives’ fears of ca-
ravans of immigrants 
traversing Mexico and 
inaccurately painting 
Democrats as broadly 
striving to bring socia-
lism to the U.S. He ack-
nowledged the contest 

would be a referendum 
on his presidency.

Democrats hoped 
their supporters’ wou-
ld surge to the polls. 
Fueling their intensity 
were Trump’s anti-im-
migration stances, his 
efforts to dismantle 
health care protections 
enacted under Obama 
and the #MeToo move-
ment’s fury over sexual 
harassment.

“Ever since President 
Trump has been in of-
fice, it has just been 
not the country that 
I am used to or that I 
thought I would be in,” 
said Sarah Roth, 22, a 
Democratic voter from 
Minnetonka, Minneso-
ta. “And so this really 
was my opportunity 
to help this country in 
changing who is making 
the decisions.”

AP VoteCast, a natio-
nal survey of the elec-
torate conducted by 
The Associated Press, 
highlighted Trump’s 
impact. Nearly 4 in 10 
said they were casting 
ballots to express oppo-
sition to him, while just 
1 in 4 said their vote 
was an expression of 
support. AP

 That’s a sure-fire formula 
for two years of legislative 
gridlock and positioning 
for the 2020 presidential, 
congressional elections
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this day in history

The portable toilets kept 
on disappearing — and 
now a German company 
knows why.

Two men in Germany 
have been convicted of 
stealing more than 100 
portable toilets. 

The dpa news agency 
reported that Duesseldorf 
district court delivered its 
verdict earlier this week, 
giving a 40-year-old man 
a 10-month suspended 
sentence and a 28-year
-old ex-colleague six 
months.

Both men worked for a waste disposal company from whose 
premises the toilets — worth nearly 70,000 euros (USD79,700) in 
all — gradually disappeared, a loss that was only discovered a few 
months later.

The men admitted having sold the toilets to a company in the Ne-
therlands via a go-between.

only three of the missing toilets have resurfaced. The defendants 
lost their jobs.

 Offbeat
who steals portable toilets? 
german court renders verdict

Voters in the Republic of Ireland have chosen their 
first female president.

Unofficial returns suggest that Mary Robinson, who 
is standing as an independent, took nearly 40% of 
the vote in the first round.

Ireland’s system of proportional representation 
means the result will not be confirmed until tomorrow.

But Mrs Robinson’s performance in the first round 
means it is now impossible for anybody else to win.

Senior sources in the camp of her main opponent, 
former deputy prime minister, Brian Lenihan, have al-
ready conceded victory to Mrs Robinson.

It is the first time in 70 years that a presidential 
candidate put up by Mr Lenihan’s party, Fianna Fail, 
has been defeated.

Mrs Robinson, a Dublin barrister, is considered ra-
dical by Irish terms.

A civil and human rights lawyer, she has campaig-
ned for the liberalisation of laws prohibiting divorce 
and abortion for more than 20 years.

However, she not only won the support of women 
countrywide but also polled well in traditionally con-
servative rural areas.

The mother-of-three has been a member of the Irish 
Senate for more than 20 years.

She twice ran unsuccessfully for parliament as a 
Labour candidate.

But five years ago she resigned from the Irish La-
bour party over the Anglo-Irish agreement because 
she felt unionists in Northern Ireland had not been 
consulted.

courtesy bbc news

1990 ireland elects
  first woman president

in context
Mary Robinson helped transform the role of Irish president from a largely 
ceremonial position to one of influence.
She resigned a few months before end of her term in 1997 to become the 
United Nations Commissioner on Human Rights
Her forthright style and uncompromising criticism of some countries’ 
human rights records angered governments around the world.
She made enemies in the United States after with her outspoken criticism 
of the detention of al-Qaeda suspects at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba.
In March 2002 Mrs Robinson announced she would not be seeking a 
second term in the UN post.

cineteatro
08 - 14 nov

CodE bluE
room 1
2:30, 7:15 9:30pm
director: Masaki nishiura
starring: yamashita tomohisa, aragaki yui, toda Erika
language: Japanese (Chinese, English) 
duration: 112min 

My hEro aCadEMia
room 1 (4:45 p.m.)
room 3 (9:30 p.m.)
director: kenji nagasaki
language: Japanese (Chinese, English) 
duration: 112min

patriCk
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 9:30pm
director: Mandie fletcher 
starring: beattie Edmondson, Ed skrein, tom bennett
language: English
duration: 130min

hallowEEn
room 2
2:30, 4:30, 7:30 9:30pm
director: david gordon green 
starring: Jamie lee Curtis, Judy greer, will patton
language: English
duration: 130min

hiChki
room 3
2:30, 4:45, 9:15pm
director: siddharth p Malhotratiqua
starring: rani Mukerji
language: hindi (Chinese/ English)
duration: 112min

what’s ON ...

Paths CrissCrossed into imagery
time: 10am-8pm (closed on Mondays)
Until: November 14, 2108 
VenUe: old Court Building  
admission: Free
 enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000 

maCaU giant Panda PaVilion and PaVilion of 
rare animals
time: 10am-1pm & 2pm-5pm daily 
VenUe: Seac Pai Van Park 
admission: MoP10 (Pavilion of Rare Animals) 
enqUiries: (853) 2888 0087

assemblage of treasUres
time: 10am-6pm (Last admission 5:30pm; closed 
on Mondays)
Until: February 19, 2019
Venue: Macau Museum (Mount Fortress) 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 2835 7911 

disCoVer maCaU: mUseUm of taiPa and 
Coloane history
time: 10am-6pm daily (last admission at 5:30pm; 
closed on Mondays) 
address: Rua Correia da Silva, Taipa 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000

beyond the sCenery: exhibition 
Commemorating the 300th anniVersary of 
the Passing of WU li
time: 10am-7pm (last admission 6:30pm; closed on 
Mondays)
Until: November 11, 2018 
VenUe: Macau Museum of Art 
admission: Free 
enqUiries: (853) 8791 9814

ColleCtiVe exhibition of maCaU VisUal arts 
2018
time: 10am-9pm
Until: November 18, 2018 
VenUe: Tap Seac Gallery temPorary Exhibition 
Gallery of the Civic and Municipal Affairs Bureau  
admission: Free  
enqUiries: (853) 8988 4000 

cinema

TV canal macau
13:00
13:30
15:00
15:50
16:15
19:00
19:35
20:30
21:15
22:00
22:25
23:15
23:50
00:15
01:30

TDM News (Repeated)   
News (RTPi) Delayed Broadcast   
Portuguese Soap opera
Cartoons
Portuguese Comedy
Portugal Fashion
Portuguese Serie
Main News, Financial & Weather Report   
You, Me & Apocalypse
Funny Things To Know
Portuguese Serie - Liberty 21
TDM News    
Documentary
Main News, Financial & Weather Report (Repeated)
RTPi Live
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aCross: 1- Labyrinthine; 7- Circle section; 10- Money maker; 14- Verdi title 
bandit; 15- Cath. or Prot.; 16- Buck follower; 17- Midday nap; 18- Cry ___ River; 
19- “Star Trek” captain; 20- Cornucopia; 23- Primp; 26- Apr. addressee; 27- 
Spud state; 28- Emit coherent light; 29- Some; 30- Lacto-___ vegetarian; 31- 
Catch; 33- Citrus cooler; 34- Pig; 37- Bio bit; 38- Wimbledon unit; 39- Chat room 
chuckle; 40- ___ been had!; 41- Bad: Prefix; 42- For instance; 43- Inert monatomic 
gaseous element; 45- Affirmative answer; 46- Fuel type; 47- Kuwaiti bigwig; 48- 
Coptic bishops; 51- Sniggler’s catch; 52- Plait, old-style; 53- Ungenerous; 56- 
Dog cry; 57- Not masc.; 58- Source; 62- Feminine ending; 63- Spy org.; 64- Must; 
65- Ascended, flower; 66- Male child; 67- Biblical strongman;
 
down: 1- ___ Moines; 2- Shipping magnate onassis; 3- Wind dir.; 4- Taro; 5- 
Composer Bruckner; 6- one telling tales; 7- Storage place for weapons; 8- Sailing 
hazards; 9- Give it up for a performer?; 
10- Get by; 11- one of Chekhov’s “Three 
Sisters”; 12- Compass point; 13- Capital 
of Japan; 21- Degrees in a right angle; 
22- Active; 23- Beg; 24- Slender; 25- 
Curved letters; 29- Bailiwicks; 30- Smells; 
32- Evaluate; 33- Acid neutralizer; 34- 
Blackjack request; 35- Egg-shaped; 36- 
Style; 44- By the day; 45- Federal soldier 
in the Civil War; 46- Deutsch, here; 48- 
The color of honey; 49- Game of chance; 
50- Farm structures; 51- Refrain in a 
children’s song; 52- Kentucky college; 
54- Some PX patrons; 55- Heaps; 59- 
Mdse.; 60- Lance on the bench; 61- The 
French word for “no”; 

THE BORN LOSER by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU
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Yesterday’s solution

CROSSWORDS USEfUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Emergency calls  999
fire department 28 572 222
pJ (open line) 993
pJ (Picket) 28 557 775
psp 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
s. J. hospital 28 313 731
kiang wu hospital 28 371 333
Commission against 
Corruption (CCaC) 28326 300
iaCM 28 387 333
tourism 28 333 000
airport 59 888 88

taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
water supply – Report 2822 0088
telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau daily times 28 716 081

WEATHER
Min Max Condition

China

world

 ad

     2  
    -4  
     5  
    -2  
     1  
    -4  
     5  
     9  
     8  
    10  
    12  
     4  
    12  
    21  
    19  
    22  

  14  
   8  
  14  
   4  
  15  
  10  
  16  
  16  
  16  
  14  
  17  
  16  
  15  
  26  
  26  
  27  

   cloudy                
   cloudy/overcast       
   overcast/cloudy       

   cloudy                
   cloudy/clear          

   clear                 
   clear                 

   cloudy                
   drizzle               

   moderate rain/drizzle 
   drizzle               

   drizzle/clear         
   drizzle               
   cloudy                

   overcast              
   cloudy                

   4  
  6  
 10  
  9  
 11  

   drizzle                        
   drizzle                        

   drizzle/cloudy                 
   drizzle                        
   cloudy                         

   6  
  12  
  13  
  14  
  14  

Beijing
Harbin
Tianjin
Urumqi
Xi’an
Lhasa
Chengdu
Chongqing
Kunming
Nanjing
Shanghai
Wuhan
Hangzhou
Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow
Frankfurt
Paris
London
New York

YOUR STARS

Aries

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Hey there — slow down! You’re 
moving way too fast for the day’s 
pokey energy, and you may risk a 
stumble or worse if you keep up this 
pace. Try to just follow along with 
others for the time being.

April 20-May 20
You need to see things a little 
differently today — so make sure 
that you’re really listening and even 
seeking out new opinions. Your 
mental energy is fertile and ready for 
something new and different.

TaurusAries

May 21-Jun. 21
You can’t just sit back and expect 
everything to start making sense 
on its own — you’ve got to try new 
things! That could mean that you 
just need to ask questions, or it may 
be time to experiment.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
People are looking for fights today 
— and at least one may deliberately 
misinterpret something you say in 
order to get riled up. Just try to keep 
calm and let them vent. It shouldn’t 
last long.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You need to pay careful attention 
today — someone is trying to signal 
you, but they are doing so in a 
roundabout fashion. You need to 
make sure that you know the score 
before taking action!

Aug. 23-Sept. 22
You can achieve almost anything 
today — your personal energy 
is perfectly primed, and your 
ambitions are exactly in line with 
your destiny. Just keep working on 
your biggest goals.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You are having some very strange 
emotions floating through your 
heart today — but you can take the 
pressure! Just let them pass by as 
you deal with life as it really is. The 
balance comes later.

Oct. 23 - Nov. 21
Your social graces are hyperactive 
today — you may make new friends 
just with a gaze and a smile. It’s 
easier than ever to patch over old 
wounds, too, so make sure that 
you’re looking out for past enemies.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s time to put something away for 
retirement — or for the proverbial 
rainy day. Even if you feel totally 
strapped, your energy is just right 
for rearranging priorities to think 
long-term.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You get some good news today — or 
you create it yourself! Your terrific 
personal energy helps you to rack 
up some new accomplishment that 
people are sure to be talking about 
for some time to come.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You need to deal with your new 
friends today — maybe the ones you 
don’t yet know you have! Someone 
(or a group) is looking out for your 
best interests, so seek them out and 
thank them!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A new rule or authority figure 
comes into play today — and you 
need to just accept it for the time 
being. Things might get a little 
looser in a few days, but for now, 
you just can’t win.

  Aquarius Pisces
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President and CEO of formula 1 Chase Carey (left) Hanoi Mayor Nguyen Duc Chung (second from left) 
watch the Hanoi f1 circuit design on the screen in Hanoi yesterday

MOTORSPORT

Hanoi GP set to 
join formula One 
circuit in 2020

A Grand Prix in 
Hanoi will be 
added to the For-
mula One calen-

dar in 2020 as part of the 
sport’s expansion in Asia.

F1 chairman Chase Carey 
and Nguyen Duc Chung, 
the Mayor of Hanoi, made 
the announcement yester-
day.

A 5.556-kilometer circuit 
will be constructed near 
the national stadium using 
a combination of existing 
infrastructure and roads to 
be built in a new residen-
tial area on the edge of the 
city center.

“The race track in Hanoi 
is unique in the world with 
half of it being on existing 
streets and the other half 
to be built,” Chung said. 
“The length and turns of 
this track will bring a lot 
of excitement. According 
to designers, it will be the 

most exciting track in the 
world.”

Chung said the GP would 
be funded by private enter-
prise headed by Vingroup, 
the country’s largest priva-
te conglomerate.

“Hosting Formula 1 races 
in Hanoi will open us many 
opportunities for business, 
tourist development (and) 
advertise the image of 
Vietnam and image of Ha-
noi to the world,” Chung 
said. “And at the same time 
create new a playing grou-
nd and experiences for 
people of all walks of life.”

Formula One has 21 races 
listed on a tentative calen-
dar for 2019.

The 2018 season has two 
races to go, in Sao Paulo 
and Abu Dhabi.

Carey came into F1 intent 
on expansion and another 
event in Asia is a major 
part of the strategy.

“The energy of this coun-
try is incredible. The city 
of Hanoi I think is increa-
singly one that’s capturing 
the world’s imagination,” 
he said. “Asia is clearly 
very important overall to 
our future.

“It’s really the driving 
engine of the world’s fu-
ture, so as we look to grow 
this sport in Asia, we want 
to be in a country we really 
think it’s going to be the 
engine of growth, the en-
gine of excitement, so we 
think Vietnam really cap-
tures people’s interests.”

The race in Vietnam will 
join other stops in the 
Asia-Pacific region that 
include Japan, China, 
Singapore, and Australia. 
F1 had a regular stop in 
Malaysia from 1999-2017 
and also had brief forays 
into India and South Ko-
rea. AP

Attention Simo-
ne Biles: They’re 

building a venue in 
Tokyo where you can 
add to the four Olympic 
gold medals you won in 
Rio de Janeiro.

The 2020 Olympic 
gymnastics venue is 
halfway completed and 
should be finished by 
this time next year.

Yesterday, engineers 
raised a massive timber 
roof section, one of five 
curved sections that will 
top out the 20.5 billion 
yen (USD180 million) 
building, which desig-
ners describe as being 
shaped like a wooden 
bowl.

“Japan’s wood cultu-
re will be communica-
ted through the venue,” 
architect Hidemichi 
Takahashi said through 
an interpreter.

Wood has been tradi-
tionally used in Japane-
se housing, and religious 
shrines and temples.

Each of the five woo-
den sections weighs 200 
metric tons, or 200,000 
kilograms. Officials said 

the wood used in the 
roof is larch, a conifer in 
the pine family.

The section raised yes-
terday was lifted from 
the ground at a glacial 
pace of about 9 centime-
ters per minute, so trying 
to see the movement 
was like watching clock 
hands barely move.

“By using wood instead 
of steel, the weight of 
the roof is cut in half,” 
Takahashi said.

The venue will also 
have timber seating 
“to give fans the feel of 
the warmth of wood,” 
Takahashi added.

Officials said all the 
wood in the venue is Ja-
panese. There has been 
some controversy about 
the origin of wood used 
in the new Olympic Sta-
dium, which is under 
construction in central 
Tokyo.

The gymnastics venue 
will seat about 12,000 
and will be used for 10 
years after the Olympics 
as a convention center 
by the Tokyo metropo-
litan government. After 

that, plans call for the 
building to be razed.

The venue is located in 
the Tokyo Bay region in 
an area known as Ariake. 
The area will also have 
Olympic venues for ten-
nis, volleyball, BMX and 
skateboarding.

Located close by in the 
bay region are also ve-
nues for triathlon, mara-
thon swimming, beach 
volleyball, swimming, 
water polo, archery, 3x3 
basketball, sport clim-
bing, hockey, equestrian, 
canoeing and rowing.

Olympic organizers 
and the International 
Olympic Committee 
have been criticized for 
leaving behind empty, 
unused venues in Rio de 
Janeiro — where Biles 
was among the stars of 
the games — and earlier 
this year at the Winter 
Olympics in Pyeong-
chang, South Korea.

Tokyo organizers are 
using a mix of new, old 
and temporary venues, 
hoping to avoid the stig-
ma of creating white ele-
phants. AP

OLyMPICS 

Raising the roof 
on 2020 Tokyo 
gymnastics venue



BUZZ
THE

WORLD BRIEFS

Roadside

High 
Density 
Residental 
Area

Ambient

Station Air quality

so
ur

ce
: d

sm
g

Jewish students remember 
‘night of broken glass’ in berlin

Jewish students in Berlin yesterday marked 
the 80th anniversary of Kristallnacht, the “Ni-
ght of Broken Glass,” when Nazis terrorized 
Jews throughout Germany and Austria.

Some 30 students from the Jewish Traditio-
nal School lit candles and recited prayers at 
their school as Rabbi Yehuda Teichtal urged 
them to jointly overcome Germany’s past by 
building a secure future for Jews in the coun-
try.

“This is the city where the Holocaust was 
planned and executed from,” said Teichtal, a 
community rabbi and the head of the Jewish 
outreach group Chabad in the German capital.

Eighty years ago this week, on Nov. 9, 1938, 
the Nazis killed at least 91 people, burned 
down hundreds of synagogues, vandalized and 
looted 7,500 Jewish businesses, and arrested 
up to 30,000 Jewish men, many of whom 
were taken away to concentration camps.

70-100
Moderate

55-75
Moderate

opinion

The creaTive yeT desTrucTive 
force of food apps

To quote Nietzsche, “If a temple is to be erected, a 
temple must be destroyed.” 

Such is the reality of economic innovation. As the 
world of business competes for innovation in terms 
of product, process, market and organization, we are 
surrounded by more and more ruins as a result of 
creative destruction. Even in a small city like Macao 
with an almost monolithic gaming-based economy, 
the effect of technological innovation has started to 
push traditional firms into a “join or die” situation. 

One such innovation is the rise of food recommen-
dation apps such as iFood and Aomi, which provide 
discounts for thousands of restaurants in Macao. 
These apps have greatly contributed to the conve-
nience of consumers, especially when more and 
more people in modern society claim to have “analy-
sis paralysis” due to the plethora of available choices. 

These apps provide a very good platform on which 
to make informed decisions. When one has to deci-
de where to go for dinner, one need only open the 
app and look for the restaurant offering the highest 
discount that day. 

In a way, these apps have revolutionized restaurant 
promotion as well. In the past, most shops depended 
on the flow of human traffic in the area, and putting 
out an eye-catching signboard was all that was nee-
ded to bring in customers. Later, when the number of 
restaurants increased, some would put in an occasio-
nal newspaper ad. 

Nowadays, I rarely notice anyone paying attention 
to restaurant ads in traditional media. Discussion 
about restaurants lately circulates around which res-
taurant is offering discounts on iFood, or the deadline 
for group purchases of food discount coupons on 
Aomi. Even though these food app companies char-
ge quite a high fee for inclusion in the app, small res-
taurants still have to participate if they want to survive. 
Otherwise, they will slowly be forgotten.

Moreover, the delivery services provided by these 
food apps present opportunities and challenges for 
traditional small restaurants. For couch-potato con-
sumers who have no problem making choices but 
have difficulty leaving the house, like myself, a deli-
very service is a day-to-day godsend. 

On one hand, manpower-lean restaurants, which 
cannot otherwise offer delivery service, can reach a 
larger group of customers through food delivery apps. 
On the other hand, restaurants that used to have a 
group of regulars ordering food delivery are now fa-
ced with customer loyalty issues. Also, as payment 
is made online, there is no need to worry about not 
having enough cash at home for the delivery. Who 
needs to leave home for food anymore? 

I’m not just talking about going to restaurants for 
food. Even grocery stores are affected. With the in-
creasing convenience and efficiency of food delivery 
services, grocery stores face competition with restau-
rants. In China, sales of instant noodles are reported 
to have dropped 17% from 2013 to 2016. One of the 
reasons was the creation of food delivery apps, which 
caused an overall decline in the purchase of instant 
food.

Although the online shops and apps have not yet 
affected local retailers that much, I have started to 
notice retail shops closing down. Even a supermarket 
in my neighborhood shut down due to insufficient bu-
siness. 

More small retail shops are turning into click-and- 
brick businesses, whereby most of their sales are 
generated from online customers rather than in-store 
sales. As consumers are increasingly spoiled by mo-
dern technology, small businesses need to catch up 
to survive. 

Yes, Macao is very small, and it takes only ten mi-
nutes to walk to one of my favorite noodle shops, but 
why walk if I can just click and have noodles delivered 
to my door?

Made In Macao
Jenny Lao-Phillips

CaMEroon The 
79 school children 
kidnapped by 
unidentified gunmen 
from a school in 
Cameroon have been 
released, but two of the 
three staff members 
abducted are still being 
held, said a church 
official.

poland The mayor 
of warsaw banned a 
march that radical Polish 
nationalists planned to 
hold to coincide with 
the centennial of Polish 
independence, saying 
yesterday she made 
the decision to curb 
“aggressive nationalism.”

grEECE’s left-led 
government and the 
country’s powerful 
Orthodox Church have 
struck a tentative deal to 
end decades of discord 
over of large tracts of 
real estate both claim as 
their own.

franCE Marseille 
firefighters say the death 
toll has risen to six in 
the collapse of two 
dilapidated apartment 
buildings in the southern 
French city with the 
discoveries of two men’s 
bodies yesterday.

us A bangladeshi 
immigrant was convicted 
of setting off a pipe 
bomb in new york City’s 
busiest subway station, 
disputing in court that 
he was supporting the 
Islamic State group and 
saying he was instead 
motivated by anger at 
President Donald Trump.

MExiCo Thousands 
of Central American 
migrants will take at least 
a couple of days to rest 
in a Mexico City stadium 
as they debate whether 
to accept offers to stay in 
Mexico or continue their 
trek to the U.S. border.

Vietnam and the Uni-
ted States said yesterday 

they have finished the cleanup 
of dioxin contamination at 
Danang airport caused by 
the transport and storage of 
the herbicide Agent Orange 
during the Vietnam War.

The 30 hectares of land 
cleansed of the toxic chemical 
were handed over to Vietnam 
at a ceremony.

Vice Defense Minister 
Nguyen Chi Vinh praised the 
U.S. government’s involve-
ment in the cleanup.

“It is proof that we are ope-
ning a future of good coopera-
tion between the governmen-
ts of Vietnam and the United 
States,” Vinh said. “Today 
marks the day that Danang 
airport is no longer known as 
a dioxin hotspot, the day that 
Danang people can be assu-
red that their health will not 
be destroyed by chemicals left 
over from the war.”

Large amounts of Agent 
Orange, which contains dio-
xin, were stored at Danang 
airport during the war and 
sprayed by U.S. forces to de-
foliate the countryside and 
deny communist fighters 
jungle cover. Vietnamese still 
suffer from the effects of the 
spraying.

U.S. Ambassador Daniel 
Kritenbrink called the joint 
cleanup a significant miles-
tone in the expanding part-
nership between the two 

countries.
“This project truly is a hall-

mark of our countries’ shared 
vision to be honest about the 
past, deal responsibly with 
remaining legacy issues and 
turn a point of contention into 
one of collaboration,” he said.

Kritenbrink said working 
together on the issues of the 
past “builds strategic trust and 
enables us to further stren-
gthen our forward-looking 
partnership that advances 
shared interests and strong 
people-to-people ties.”

Between 1962 and 1971, the 
U.S. military sprayed roughly 
11 million gallons of Agent 
Orange across large swaths 
of southern Vietnam. Dioxin 
stays in the soil and in the se-
diment at the bottom of lakes 
and rivers for generations. 
It can enter the food supply 
through the fat of fish and 
other animals.

Vietnam says as many as 4 
million of its citizens were ex-
posed to the herbicide and as 
many as 3 million have suffe-
red illnesses caused by it — in-
cluding the children of people 
who were exposed during the 
war.

The U.S. government says 
the actual number of people 
affected is much lower and 
that Vietnamese are too qui-
ck to blame Agent Orange for 
birth defects that can be cau-
sed by malnutrition or other 
factors.

Last month, U.S. Defense 
Secretary Jim Mattis visited 
Bien Hoa air base north of Ho 
Chi Minh City, the former Sai-
gon, another dioxin hotspot.

The U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development will soon 
begin a soil restoration project 
at the base that is estimated 
to take several years and cost 
USD390 million. AP

Vietnam, US complete 
cleanup of toxic 
chemical from airport
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Black Wednesday. The famous VIP Day of the ‘Pa Pa Pun’ (New Yaohan) is the most popular sales promotions 
in town. Twenty-five percent off all products attracts tens of thousands of shoppers regularly in a very 

smooth operation.

MDT/Paulo Coutinho dEcIsIVE MOMENT
thE

A warning sign stands in a field contaminated with dioxin near Danang 
airport, in August 2012


